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THE HOLY SPIRIT AND SCRIPTURE.

I.-THE FULFILLER OF SORIPTURE.
"Well spake the HOLY GHOST by Esaias the prophet unto our
fathers."-AcTS xxviii. 25.
THE Apostle Paul in his final word to the leading Jews who had
assembled in his prison-lodging at Rome, said, "Well spake the
HOLY GHOST by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers." He quoted
to them the ninth and tenth verses of the sixth chapter of Isaiah,
and though he acknowledged that Isaiah the prophet was the
human author of the words, he plainly declares that the HOLY
GHOST was their Divine Author. He it was who spake through
Isaiah. The words written, therefore, were Divinely authoritative
because they were the words of GOD THE HOLY GHOST.
This view of the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures is the
view uniformly taken by Our LORD Himself, and by the writers
of the New Testament.
There can be no doubt that the New Testament teaches us that
the HOLY SPIRIT is the Divine Author of the Old Testament
Scriptures.
While meditating on this subject a new thought came to our
minds, viz., that the HOLY GHOST is not only the Author, but the
Fulfiller of His Own predictions. This is strikingly prominent in

278

The Gospel Magazine

regard to the SPIRIT'S predictions concerning the birth, the ministry,
the death, and the resurrection of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. On
this occasion we would specially draw attention to this aspect of
Divine truth.
1. First, the HOLY SPIRIT fulfilled His Own prediction concerning
CHRIST'S birth.
CHRIST was to be born of a virgin and regarded as Emmanuel,
a Divine Person, GOD with us. That was the prediction of the
HOLY GHOST by the mouth of Isaiah the prophet. (Isaiah vii. 14.)
This prediction was fulfilled by the HOLY GHOST Himself. When
the Virgin Mary had been told by the Angel Gabriel that she
would bring forth a Son and call His name J ESUS-Who would
be great and" called the Son of the Highest "-she asked, "How
shall this be ~" The angelic answer was, "The HOLY GHOST
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee" (Luke i. 35).
In other words, her conception of the Child Who was to be born
would be due to the supernatural power of the SPIRIT. JESUS
would be born without a human father. Hence Joseph was assured
that" that which was conceived in her is of the HOLY GHOST."
In reference to this remarkable, supernatural, and unexampled
event the inspired evangelist says, "Now all this was done, that
it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the LORD by the prophet,
saying, 'Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth
a Son, and they shall call His name EMMANUEL, which being
interpreted is, GOD with us' " (Matt. i. 20-23). The LORD JESUS
was thus" conceived by the HOLY GHOST and born of the Virgin
Mary."
2. Secondly, the HOLY GHOST fulfilled His Own prophecy concerning CHRIST'S being anointed with the SPIRIT.
The HOLY GHOST speaking through Isaiah the prophet said of
CHRIST, "The SPIRIT of the LORD shall rest upon Him." He
represents the FATHER as saying, "Behold My Servant, Whom I
uphold; Mine Elect, in Whom My soul delighteth; I have put My
SPIRIT upon Him" (Isa. xi. 2; xlii. 1). Later, the HOLY SPIRIT
put into the mouth of CHRIST the words, "The Spirit of the LORD
GOD is upon Me; because the LORD hath anointed Me to preach
good tidings unto the meek; He hath sent Me to bind up the
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broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening
of the prison to them that are bound" (Isa. lxi. 1). These passages
clearly teach that CHRIST would be anointed and endued with the
power and presence of the HOLY SPIRIT. The SPIRIT Himself
predicted this great event through the prophet. The New Testament shows that He Himself fulfilled this, His Own prophecy.
When our LORD was baptized, and while He was praying, "The
heaven was opened, and the HOLY GHOST descended in a bodily
shape like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven, which
said, Thou art My beloved SON; in Whom I am well pleased"
(Luke iii. 21, 22).
Thus JESUS was anointed and filled with the SPIRIT, and was
led afterwards by the SPIRIT into the wilderness, and there tempted
by the devil for forty days. Then He "returned in the power
of the SPIRIT into Galilee . . . and He taught in their synagogues."
In particular He came to Nazareth, ll,nd went into the synagogue
there on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read. The book
of the Prophet Isaiah was delivered to Him, and He found the
sixty-first chapter of Isaiah and read the greater part of the first
two verses. Then He said, "This day is this Scripture fulfilled
in your ears" (Luke iv. 1, 2, 14, 16-21).
The SPIRIT of the LORD was then upon Him. The prediction
of the HOLY GHOST in reference to His being anointed with the
SPIRIT was fulfilled. The HOLY GHOST had voluntarily descended
on Him, and brought about the fulfilment of His Own prediction.
3. Thirdly, the HOLY GHOST fulfilled His Own prophecy concerning
our LORD'S miraculous ministry.
Through Isaiah, the HOLY GHOST had predicted that CHRIST'S
ministry would be accompanied by miracles. He had said, " Then
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf
shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart,
and the tongue of the dumb sing" (Isa. xxxv. 5, 6).
During our LORD'S public ministry He gave sight to the blind,
hearing to the deaf, speech to the dumb, and walking-power to
the lame. All these and other wonderful miracles He wrought
by the power of the SPIRIT. Peter says, "GOD anointed JESUS
of Nazareth with the HOLY GHOST and with power: Who went
about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil"
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(Acts x. 38). The HOLY GHOST was with Him, and in His power
the LORD wrought His wonderful miracles. He Himself said,
" If I cast out devils by the SPIRIT of GOD, then the kingdom of
GoD is come unto you" (Matt. xii. 28).
4. Fourthly, the HOLY GHOST fulfilled His Own prophecy in
regard to CHRIST'S atoning death.
In reference to that death the HOLY GHOST had said, "When
Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed,
He shall prolong His days." An alternative rendering is, "When
His soul shall make an offering for sin" (Isa. liii. 10). The HOLY
GHOST thus predicted that Our LORD would make an offering for
sin, and the HOLY GHOST may be said to have fulfilled this prediction; for we read, "How much more shall the blood of CHRIST,
Who through the eternal SPIRIT offered Himself without spot to GoD,
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living GOD? "
(Heb. ix. 14.) Dr. Gill says, "As the HOLY GHOST formed and
filled the human nature of CHRIST, so He assisted and supported
it under sufferings."
The offering was CHRIST'S offering alone. He offered Himself,
and by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified, but through the eternal SPIRIT He carried through His
great work of redemption. "As to the Person of CHRIST, it (the
Epistle to the Hebrews) sets forth how the REDEEMER, through
the eternal SPIRIT, offered Himself without spot to GoD."
(Smeaton's Doctrine of the Spirit, p. 90.)
5. Fifthly, the HOLY SPIRIT is represented as the Agent in CHRIST'S
resurrection.

The SPIRIT predicted the reSurrection in the sixteenth psalm.
(See Acts ii. 25-27, 30-32.) Sometimes the resurrection is attributed
to the FATHER, sometimes to the SON (John x. 18), but it is also
attributed to the SPIRIT. "Being put to death in the flesh, but
quickened by the SPIRIT" (1 Peter iii. 18).
Thus the SPIRIT fulfilled His Own prediction in reference to
CHRIST'S resurrection. "That the REDEEMER was QUICKENED and
raised up by the HOLY SPIRIT" is here affirmed by Peter, and is not
obscurely intimated by the Apostle Paul (Rom. viii. 11).
"The same SPIRIT that formed CHRIST'S human body and gave
it life in His mother's womb, gave to Him the restored life when
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He rose from the dead. He Who raised up CHRIST from the dead,
indeed is frequently mentioned as one of the FATHER'S most memorable titles or designations; and to prove that it was the SPIRIT
Who performed this work, we have only to recall the fact that
the HOLY GHOST is the executive in every Divine operation.
(Rom. iv. 24; vi. 4.)" (Smeaton's Doctrine of the SPIRIT, p. 94.)
Even after our LORD'S resurrection He still ministered by the
SPIRIT. We read, "Until the day in which He was taken up,
after that He through the HOLY GHOST had given commandments
unto the apostles Whom He had chosen: to whom He showed
Himself alive after His passion by many infallible proofs, being
seen of them forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to
the kingdom of GOD" (Acts i. 2, 3).
It was by the HOLY GHOST that David predicted Our LORD'S
session at the right hand of GOD (Ps. cx. 1 and Mark xii. 36),
and it seems right to assume that the FATHER set Him, through the
HOLY SPIRIT, at His Own right hand far above all principality
and power. (See Eph. i. 20, 21.)
Bishop Moule says, "To this must now be added the truth
that all through the historical process of Incarnation and Redemption the SPIRIT has intense relations with the Incarnate SON. He
is the immediate Agent in the holy Conception (Luke i. 35). He
, descends' in ineffable speciality upon the SON at baptism
(Matt. iii. 16, etc.), so that He goes to Temptation (Matt. iv. 1),
and Ministry (Luke iv. 14, 18), 'in the power of the SPIRIT.' The
SPIRIT secures for the SON of Man that He shall ' speak the words
of GOD' (John iii. 34)."
" It.is 'by means of the eternal SPIRIT' that the LORD 'offers
Himself without spot to GOD' (Heb. ix. 14). He is profoundly
concerned in the Resurrection (Rom. viii. 11). After Resurrection,
it is 'by the HOLY SPIRIT' that the LORD 'gives commands to
the apostles' (Acts i. 2). And when the glorified CHRIST speaks
to the Churches, as the Slain One risen, His voice is also the voice
of the SPIRIT (Rev. ii. and iii.)." (Outlines of Christian Doctrine,
p. 134).
This thought, that the HOLY SPIRIT, Whom we speak of as the
Third Person in the Trinity, fulfilled His Own predictions, is a
very precious one. Scripture often emphasizes the love of the
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FATHER for the chosen objects of His mercy. In like manner we
read of the love of the SON. "CHRIST loved the Church, and
gave Himself for it." He" loved me and gave Himself for me."
We do not, however, in so many words read of the love of the
HOLY GHOST. Romans xv. 30 probably refers not to the SPIRIT'S
love to His people, but to the love which He produces in them.
Yet the SPIRIT sheds abroad in the hearts of GOD'S people a sense
of GOD'S everlasting, saving, and abiding love to them. But
what is it which led the Divine SPIRIT to foretell the coming, the
birth, the ministry, the death, resurrection, and ascension of the
REDEEMER, but love to the elect people of GOD ~
What is it but love to the people of GOD which leads the Divine
SPIRIT to wash, sanctify, and justify them ~ What is it which
leads the Divine SPIRIT to dwell in GOD'S people, but love to
them ~ What is it which leads the Divine SPIRIT to teach, to
comfort, and to strengthen GOD'S people, but His love to them ~
What is it that leads Him to make them fruitful in every good
word and work, but His love to them ~
The doctrine of the Trinity is beyond our comprehension, but
while we rightly believe that" the FATHER is GOD, the SON is GOD,
and the HOLY GHOST is GOD," yet we go on to say, "there are not
three GODS but one GOD." When therefore the Apostle says,
" GOD is love," He is surely making a declaration of the eternal
love of the FATHER, of the SON, and of the HOLY GHOST for the
great multitude which no man can number who shall hereafter
stand before the throne, washed and made white in the blood of
the LAMB.
Some of our hymn writers make reference to the love of GOD
the HOLY GHOST.

J oseph Irons says,
" JEHOVAH'S love first chose His saints;
Love listens now to their complaints;
Love paid their debt incurred by sin;
Love breaks their hearts, and enters in.
" Thus FATHER, SON, and HOLY DOVE,
The Three in One, a GOD of love,
Engaged in Covenant for our sake:
This threefold cord can never break."
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C. J. P. Spitta says,
"See, 0 see! what love is shown us
Also by the HOLY GHOST!
How He strives with us poor sinners,
Even when we sin the most!
Teaching, comforting, correcting,
Where He sees it needful is ! "
Toplady, addressing the HOLY SPIRIT, says,
"With our perverseness here
How often hast Thou strove,
And spared us year by year,
With never-ceasing love!
o set from sin our spirits free,
And make us more and more like thee."
Again he says,
" Loving SPIRIT, GOD of peace,
Great Distributor of grace,
Rest upon this congregation,
Hear, 0 hear our supplication."
Dr. Gill writes of " that love with which the Spirit of GOD equally
loved them, as the FATHER, and the SON; and which He had
shown in their conversion and sanctification, in applying all grace
unto them, and indwelling in them as the SPIRIT of adoption,
and as the earnest and pledge of the heavenly inheritance."
(On Romans xv. 30.)
The constant action of the Divine SPIRIT in announcing through
the Scriptures the Coming of a REDEEMER was at once a manifestation of the love of GOD the FATHER, the love of GOD the SON, and
the love of GOD the HOLY GHOST for the great multitude "out
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation" which the
FATHER had given the SON to redeem by His blood. The inspired
Scriptures revealed this great and unfathomable love, and the
HOLY GHOST took a real part in fulfilling the Divine purposes of
love which He Himself predicted through the Scriptures of the
prophets. Well may we say when reading those Scriptures,
" On Thy love my spirit ponders,
Praising, magnifying Thee;
Hallelujah!
To the great Eternal Three."
THE EDITOR
Whitington VicarU{Je,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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THE HOLY SPIRIT AND SCRIPTURE.
n.-THE AUTHOR OF SORIPTURE.
" David himself said by the Holy Ghost, the Lord said to my Lord,
sit Thou on My right hand, till I make Thine enemies Thy
footstool."-MARK xii. 36.

DR. ROBERT YOUNG, at the end of his preface to his great work,
the Analytical Ooncordance to the Bible, says of the original Scriptures
that they have" God for their Author, Truth without mixture of
error for their Matter, and Salvation for their End." The truth
of the first of these three declarations will be demonstrated if it
can be shown that God the Holy Ghost is the Author of the
Scriptures. It is of course readily granted that He used a considerable number of human instruments in producing the sixty-six
books of the Bible, but He so controlled, guided, and influenced
them, that what they wrote was the testimony of the Holy Ghost.
It follows that what they wrote was "Truth without mixture of
error for their matter."
We are accustomed to say that Isaiah, Jeremiah, or Ezekiel
said this or that, but it would be equally true to say that in every
case, the words of the various Scripture writers were the words
of the Holy Ghost. They spake, but they spake by the Holy
Ghost. He spake through their mouths. He wrote by means of
their pens. His words, whether spoken or written through human
instruments, were still His woras, and therefore they were inerrant,
unerring. "The inspiration of the writers of Scripture," says the
learned Dr. Tregelles, "was that power exercised over them by
the Holy Ghost, which caused the things which they wrote to be
of absolute authority. It might or might not be accompanied by
revelation of facts, or of principles of truth previously unknown ;
but, in either case, inspiration was equally needed: for else how
could a man, however holy or wise, write authoritatively? And
how could he rightly know what would be a record for the profit
of God's people in all ages ~ "
"The authority of all the Scripture, though written through
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men, is as much from God as was the law. This is what is contended for, when 'verbal inspiration' is maintained."
" The fact of inspiration, which we have to uphold, irrespective
of all theory, is, that it is plenary in its character, so that the ideas
are from God, though written by men, that the phraseology in
which the ideas are clothed is precisely what He intended it should
be, and that the words, as written by His inspired servants, may
be rested on as fully as being the exponents of His mind and of
the ideas which He wished to convey, as those of a mere human
author are of his own sentiments."
" , All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,' so that everything in it, narratives, prophecies, citations, are such as He saw
fit to be there; and the whole-ideas, phrases, expressions, and
words-was given forth exactly as was according to His mind and
will." In all these quotations we have the view of one whose
learning and whose piety cannot be questioned. (Remarks on the
Book of Daniel, by S. P. Tregelles, LL.D., pp. 275, 278, 279, 281.)
The position thus taken by Dr. Tregelles is, we believe, in full
accordance with Scripture, and so we proceed to show from Scripture
that the Holy Spirit is the Author of Scripture.
1. First, we are taught that the Holy Spirit is the Author of the
Scriptures as a whole.

The Apostle Peter definitely teaches that the Old Testament
Scriptures have the Holy Ghost for their Author. He says, "Of
which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently,
who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: searching
what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ Which was in
them did signify, when it testified- beforehand the sufJerings of Christ,
and the glory that should follow" (1 Pet. i. 10, 11).

These verses show that "the Spirit of Christ" (i.e., the Holy
Spirit) was in the prophets, and that the Spirit testified beforehand,
through the prophets, of the sufferings of Christ and the glory
that should follow.
Our Lord taught the same thing when He said, "0 fools, and
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: ought
not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His
glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded
unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself"
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(Luke xxiv. 25-27). Moses, our Lord teaches, was a prophet,
and Moses and all the prophets predicted in the Scriptures Christ's
sufferings and His subsequent glory. They must therefore have
been inspired by the Spirit. Later, our Lord referred to the law
of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms as being all prophetic in
their character, and He declared that their prophecies concerning
Him, given in the Scriptures, must needs be all fulfilled. (Luke
xxiv. 44, 45.) The Apostle Peter also says, "The prophecy came
not in old time by the will of man: but holy men 0/ God spake
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Peter i. 21).
It might, however, be asked what proof have we that the prophets
of which Peter speaks in his first Epistle (chapter i. 10), are the
writers of the Old Testament Scriptures? The other books of the
New Testament give a complete answer to that question. The
strictly prophetical books are sixteen in number. Four are called
the greater prophets-Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel.
Twelve are called the lesser or minor prophets. Their books are
much shorter than those of the greater prophets. Now Matthew,
John, and Paul all quote Isaiah as a prophet. (See Matt. i. 23;
Isaiah vii. 14; John xii. 38, 39; Isaiah vi. 10; liii. 1; Acts xxviii.
25). Matthew also quotes Jeremiah as a prophet. (Matt. ii. 17 ;
Jer. xxxi. 15).
Our Lord Himself quotes Isaiah as a prophet and refers to Daniel
as a prophet. (John vi. 45; Isa. liv. 13; Matt. xv. 7; Isa. xxix.
23; Matt. xxiv. 15.) Thus three out of the four greater prophets
are quoted by our Lord and by three of His apostles, and they
are called prophets.
With regard to the minor prophets we find that Micah, Jonah,
Zechariah, Malachi, j oel, Amos, and Habakkuk are all referred to
as prophets and quoted in the New Testament. (See Matt. ii. 6 ;
Micah v. 2; Matt. xii. 39; xvi. 4; Matt. xxi. 4; Zech. ix. 9 ;
Mark i. 2; Mal. iii. 1; Acts ii. 16; Joel ii. 28-32; Acts vii. 42 ;
Amos v. 25-27; Acts xv. 15; Amos ix. 11, 12; Acts xiii. 40;
Hab. i. 5.)
Thus seven out of the twelve minor prophets are expressly
mentioned as prophets. But all the Old Testament is really
prophetic. Hence the law of Moses, and the Psalms, are also
referred to as predictive and prophetic, and David is called a
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prophet. (See Matt. xxvii. 35; Ps. xxii. 18; Acts ii. 30, 31;
Ps. xvi. 10; Luke xxiv. 27, 44, 45; John i. 45; Acts xxvi. 22;
xxviii. 23.)
In addition to all this the Epistle to the Hebrews opens by
saying that "God . .. spake in time past unto the fathers by
the prophets." A Divine Being spake through the prophets.
In other words all the Old Testament writers spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost. It was the Spirit-the Holy Spiritwho testified in and through them.
Thus, as the Apostle Paul declares, "All Scripture was given
by inspiration of God" (2 Tim. iii. 16).
It is clear also that the New Testament is also Scripture, and
is also in like manner inspired.
Our Lord in His promises to His apostles on the night of His
betrayal guaranteed the inspiration of the New Testament. He
told them that the Holy Ghost would teach them all things, and
bring all things to their remembrance, whatsoever He had said
unto them. He would guide them into all the truth, and would
show them things to come. (See John xiv. 26; xvi. 13-15.) These
promises account for the prophecies which are contained in the
writings of the Apostles.
Peter declares that Paul's writings are Scripture and therefore
plenarily inspired. (See 2 Peter iii. 15, 16.) Paul claimed to
speak" in the words which the Holy Ghost teacheth " (1 Cor. ii. 13).
He claimed that the things which he wrote were" the commandments of the Lord" (1 Cor. xiv. 37), and the Apostle confirmed
the truth of his claims by the miracles which God enabled him
to work.
In his first Epistle to Timothy he does not hesitate to claim
the power to reveal the mind of the Spirit in matters which he
was authorized to reveal. He says, " The Spirit speaketh expressly,
that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith" (1 Tim.
iv. 1). He claimed that the Gospel which he preached was received
"by the revelation of Jesus Christ" (Gal. i. 12). Hence he pronounced
an anathema on any who presumed to preach any other gospel.
He claimed that truth was "revealed unto Christ's holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit" (Eph. iii. 5). They could thus speak
and write authoritatively and infallibly.
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2. Secondly, we are taught that the Holy Spirit is the Author of
the several parts of Scripture.
This follows from what we have already said, but the position
taken up in reference to the Scrip~ures as a whole is confirmed
by a reference to what is taught concerning particular books. Our
object is to show that the authorship of the Scriptures is definitely
ascribed to the Holy Spirit.
Our Lord's Testimony.
In reference to the one-hundred-and-tenth Psalm our Lord
says, "David himself said by the Holy Ghost, the Lord said to
my Lord, sit Thou on my right hand, till I make Thine enemies
Thy footstool." Our Lord here declares that David was the human
author of the one hundred and tenth Psalm, but He also declares
that what David said in that psalm he said" by the Holy Ghost."
Moreover, our Lord endorses the prophetic character of the psalm
in reference to His Own session at the right hand of God.
The words of David therefore were the words of the Holy Ghost,
and this reference to one psalm suggests that the Lord regarded
all the psalms as inspired by the Holy Ghost. (See Mark xii. 36 ;
Ps. cx. 1.)
Peter's Testimony.
After our Lord's ascension Peter stood up in the midst of about
one hundred and twenty disciples, and said, " This Scripture must
needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of
David spake before concerning Judas." Then he proceeded to
quote the words of Psalms lxix. 25 and cix. 8. (See Acts i. 16, 20.)
Thus the Apostle followed his'Lord's example in teaching that the
Psalms have the Holy Ghost for their Author.
Paul's Testimony.
Shortly after the Apostle Paul's arrival in Rome as a prisoner
of the Lord, he assembled the chiefs of the Jews, and testified
" Concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the
prophets, from morning till evening." In other words he showed
them that the Lord Jesus was the great theme of the Old Testament
and that the books of the Old Testament were full of predictions
concerning Him-predictions which were necessarily due to a
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Divine Author. Before his hearers departed he spake one other
word to them. He said, "Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias
the prophet unto our fathers," and quoted Isaiah vi. 9, 10. (See
Acts xxviii. 25.)
Here the Apostle teaches us that Isaiah was a prophet, and that
he spake his prophecies by the Holy Ghost. The Divine Author of
Isaiah's prophecy is the Holy Ghost.
Testimony of the Epistle to the Hebrews.

There can be no doubt that the Old Testament is divided into
the Law, the Psalms, and the Prophets. The writer of the Epistle
to the Hebrews ascribes the Authorship of these three divisions
of the Old Testament to the Holy Ghost.
The Holy Ghost, he teaches, is the Author of the Psalms. Quoting
the ninety-fifth Psalm and the seventh to the eleventh verses, he
says, "Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost saith, to-day if ye will hear
His voice, etc." (Heb. iii. 7-11).
Next he teaches that the Holy Ghost is the Author of the Law.
He says, "Into the second went the high priest alone once every
year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the
errors of the people: the Holy Ghost thus signifying, that the way
into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first
tabernacle was yet standing" (Heb. ix. 7, 8). Here the instructions given in Leviticus are regarded as the instructions of the
Holy Ghost. (See Lev. xvi. 2, 15, 34.) Lastly, the writer of the
Epistle to the Hebrews teaches us that 'the Holy Ghost is the Author
of the Prophets.
He says, "Whereof the Holy Ghost is a Witness to us: for after
that He had said before, this is the Covenant that I will make
with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws
into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; (then He
said) and their sins and iniquities will I remember no more"
(Heb. x. 15-17).
The words thus ascribed to the Holy Ghost are quoted from
the prophets. They are found in Jeremiah xxxi. 33, 34.
Thus the prophets of the Old Testament were inspired by the
Holy Ghost. All this teaching about the Divine authority of the
Scriptures is very necessary for these times. Only this week, as
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I write, a lady was taking her Bible Class in a country vicarage.
Her subject was the prophecy of Jonah, and one of the girls, about
eighteen years of age, asked quite simply, "Do you think it is
true?" The view taught in the Bible and held by the professing
Church since Apostolic times is now openly denied by leading men
in the Churches, and it is absolutely necessary that we should be
ready to give an answer to objectors to this foundation doctrine.
In vain shall we talk about doctrine and spiritual experience
if the foundation of all doctrine and experience is removed.
The holy Scriptures are able to make us wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus, because the wisdom which
they contain is wisdom from above. It is the wisdom of God.
It is infallible. It is fully reliable. It tells of an infallible and
almighty Saviour. It tells of a God Who graciously welcomes
and justifies sinners who trust in the blood and righteousness of
that Saviour. God, by His Spirit, speaks to men in the inspired
volume. He reveals to them their awful sin, and the awful penalty
which awaits the unforgiven sinner. He reveals to them His
Own infallible remedy for sin, and His gracious purpose to save.
Fully assured of the infallibility of His Word the awakened sinner
trusts in the merits of the Divinely-provided Saviour, and is
assured that God says to him, "Your sins and iniquities will I
remember no more."
All our hopes for eternity, however, are blasted if the Scriptures
have not God for their Author. The late Canon Edward Hoare,
of Tunbridge Wells, says, "1£ therefore our Bible fail us, our whole
hope fails with it, and if we cannot rely on its sacred statements,
we are left without any trustworthy information as to all those
great truths which most deeply concern us. 1£ we cannot rely
on Scripture as a communication from God we have nothing to
take its place; and all our present joy, as well as our future hopes,
must melt away into utter ignorance respecting all that lies beyond
the range of science, and utter hopelessness as to all beyond this
present world." (Great Principles of Divine Truth, p. 16.)
So far from the Bible failing us, however, and thus depriving
. us of all our cherished hopes, we would say with the prophet,
" The Word of our God shall stand for ever" (Isa. xl. 8).
THE EDITOR.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and
wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the
God of heaven, and said, I beseech Thee, 0 Lord God of heaven, the
great and terrible God, that keepeth Covenant and mercy for them
that love Him and observe His commandments:
" Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that Thou mayest
hear the prayer of Thy servant, which I pray before Thee now, day
and night, for the children of Israel thy se'Tvants, and confess the
sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against Thee:
both I and my father's house have sinned,"-NEHEMIAH i. 4-1I.

I HAVE recently been delighting in the reading of the Book of Nehemiah.
Will the dear readers of this" One Family" magazine, join me in the
gleanings in this Gospel field? And if the Lord command His
blessing, for which we earnestly entreat, we shall be blessed indeed
and profited thereby to His glory. This young man, Nehemiah (whose
name has the beautiful signification, comfo'rt, the rest of the Lord, the
direction of the Lord), was the son of Hachaliah, who was the governor
of Judah after the return from the Babylonish captivity for about
twelve years. He was evidently from his youthful days a young man
of remarkable piety and knowledge and qualified thus by Omniscient
Wisdom for the work to which he was to be called. How beautifully
the meaning of his name corresponds with his life's actions! Truly
in his God found he rest, comfort, and direction in those days of distress
and strain. The secret of his life was that he was a man of prayer,
and did space permit us, we could enlarge upon the many prayers
which form a great part of this man's history. Let the dear reader
search them out and meditate upon them, as found, following the
long one selected for our present article, in chapter ii. 4, where we find
Nehemiah, as servant of his royal master, offering up an ejaculatory
prayer before replying to the king< Then in chapter iv. 4, he is again
in prayer under fresh conflict or reproach, pleading, as in the similar
words of the imprecatory declarations of Psalm lxix, 7, that as enemies
of God and persecutors of His People, their iniquity would not be
covered, nor their sin blotted out.
Then in the fifth chapter and nineteenth verse there is that humble,
heart-reaching appeal, "Think upon me, my God, for good." In the
following chapter (v. 19) he asks that the thoughts of his God may be
directed to his enemies who have put him in fear. Further references
to our subject of Prayer may be found in chapters viii. 6; ix.; xi. 17 ;
xiii. 14, 22, 3I.
But we return to the chapter under our present consideration.
He has been informed by one of his brethren and certain others of
Judah, of the great aflliction and reproach of the Jews who have escaped
20
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and the ruinous state of Jerusalem. "When I heard these words,
I sat down and wept and mourned certain days, and fasted and prayed
before the God of heaven." That was not the action of a moment.
It was not a few hasty words in prayer, but it covered" certain days."
"I sat down," denoting humble submission, a waiting attitude of
heart, and meditation in spirit. It was the soul enjoining as did the
Psalmist to " wait only upon the Lord." Well is it for you and me,
beloved, when we carry our burdens direct to our God and pour into
His ever-ready ear our trouble, rather than as the poet says:
"Fill our fellow creatures' ears
"Vith the sad plaint of all our cares."

And, further, Nehemiah " wept" before the Lord. There were tears
of confession, godly contrition, sorrow for sin, personal and national,
which the Lord will ever accept. He mourned also; lingered over
the matter; pondered it, sought guidance and direction and help;
acknowledged the greatness and terrible Majesty of Jehovah; as also
the greatness of the sins of the nation and those of his father's house.
There is true confession. "We have dealt very corruptly," etc. (verse
7). There is humble supplication. "Remember, I beseech Thee," etc.
(verse 8), and still further urgent pleading on the ground of mercy,
" I beseech Thee, 0 Lord, let Thine ear be attentive to the prayer of
Thy servant, and to the prayer of Thy servants, who desire to fear
Thy Name, and prosper, I pray Thee, Thy servant this day, and grant
him mercy in the sight of this man-for I was the king's cupbearer "
(verse 11).
There is such gracious constraining humility in this dear man's
prayers, and consequently such exaltation of the greatness of Him
Whom His servant addresses. He desires that God would "think
upon him for good" and all will be well. It is as the Patriarch said,
" I know . . . that no thought can be witholden from Thee" (marginno thought of Thine can be hindered). And the thoughts of Jehovah
can and do accomplish their end, even if it be in retribution, as Nehemiah
prayed that God would put the check upon the evil doings of " Tobiah
and Sanballat . . . that would-have put me in fear" (vi. 14). The
Lord's thoughts are" thoughts of peace and not of evil to give them
an expected end." This is the beautiful acknowledgment of Nehemiah,
whose God shall have all the glory of his help and deliverances-as he
beautifully expresses it in chapter vii. 5, " And my God put into mine
heart," all the wisdom and plan which he so effectually executed.
Yea, it is lovely to trace out in this deeply interesting history how
signally Nehemiah had granted him the wisdom that he sought. He
was one who had been taught of the Spirit that without Divine help
he could do nothing successfully; and that, lacking wisdom, he must
seek it where alone it could be obtained. Nehemiah had taken nothing
in hand before he had prayed much and long and earnestly about it.
And he afterward proved how the Lord honoured His faithful servant,
answered his prayers and gave him good success.
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His Royal master has been made not only quite willing to spare
him, but he is sympathetically interested and indulgent to him; sets
him a time, and sends him on his way with letters of introduction to
the governors beyond the river, to convey him over, and to Asaph the
keeper of the king's forest, that he may supply him with the necessary
timber; and thus with a guard of captains and horsemen he is defended
and carried on his way to the Holy City. Arriving there, we see the
Lord's dear servant imbued with such gracious wisdom and tact, as
the outcome of his constant prayer and seeking for Divine guidance.
How cautiously he went to work! "Took his bearings," as we should
say, confided in no fellow-creature; but thought the matter well
over, and laid his plans.
" I arose in the night, I and some few men with me; neither told
I any man what my God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem."
Thus he silently" viewed the wall," and returned with his God-given
plans, and having sought help of Him, was quietly confident that He
would not fail nor forsake him. He afterward proved the faithfulness
of a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering God in every detail of that
wonderful undertaking. Otherwise how could we understand how
willingly and with such capability did the priests and the nobles put
their hand to the work assigned to them, and handle implements to
which hitherto they had been utterly unused. The secret of it all
was, " God put it in mine heart," and the Lord's servant simply and
humbly asked for the help and wisdom which his God was ready to
bestow upon him and his fellow-workers.
Oh, let it encourage us, children of God, to be more vigilant in
prayer, to be more constant in the exercise of prayer, and to glorify
our God, by entrusting to Him all our way, all our concerns, and all
our needs, be they what they may, great or small. May it be more
and more the habit of our lives, so that we are not overtaken by
surprise nor easily moved, but preserved from the wiles of the devil
who is an ever-vigilant foe, watching his opportunity, looking for the
weak place in our armour and surprising us when we are off our watchtower. Watch and Pray is the command given to every Christian
warnor.
"Prayer was appointed to convey
The blessings God designed to give;
Long as they live should Christians pray,
For only while they pray, they live."

Hence the grateful acknowledgment and God-honouring testimony
.of Nehemiah, " My God put into mine heart." The success of all his
undertaking was due to believing and prevailing prayer. There is
nothing more certain (would that you and I, fellow-believer, could
confidently repose in this, as we ply the Mercy-seat, and make our
requests known to Him Whose Ear is never dull of hearing, nor shut
to the feeblest whisper of His child). There is nothing more certain,
I say, than that God hears and answers His people's prayers. "Before
they call, I will answer, and while they are yet speaking I will hear,"

294

The Gospel Magazine

He says.
" God lades the wings of private prayer with the sweetest,
choicest, and chiefest blessings. Ah! how often hath God kissed the
poor Christian at the beginning of private prayer, spoken peace to
him in the midst of his prayer, and filled him with light, joy and
assurance upon its close," said the Puritan Brooks.
Our space is over-filled. Little has been said and volumes necessarily
left unsaid on this vast subject. May what has been written, though
it be in frailty and sinfulness and shortcomings, suffice to encourage
the weakest and feeblest saint to pray and not to faint; to hope and
believe in a Covenant God Who will never deny Himself, and Who
has put within us that vital breath to breathe out before His Throne
of grace, to prove to us sooner or later, that He brought us there to ask
such things of Him, Who had fore-ordained that we should receive
the blessings He had laid up for us in His goodness and His mercy, in
His Covenant faithfulness and love, and which is ever the delight
of a prayer-hearing God to bestow. We have seen how one of the
Lord's Family needed and sought for what he needed and received,
according to the Divine promise, "Ask and ye shall receive."
Nehemiah sought for the forgiveness of sins personal and national.
He sought in humbleness of heart and godly contrition. He asked
for wisdom and ability in the task he had undertaken. He asked that
consideration might be granted him of his Royal master; and for help
for all who should accompany him and join him in the great work.
He asked for Divine preservation from the enemy and, above all, for
blessings upon his undertaking, from the God of all his mercies. Nor
was he disappointed!
"Praying breath can wonders do,
Bring relief in greatest straits."

Prayer is the breath of the Spirit, putting a mighty weapon in the
hand of the otherwise helpless and defenceless one. Someone has
written, " Prayer has divided seas, rolled up flowing rivers, quenched
flames of fire, muzzled lions, disarmed vipers, burst open iron gates,
conquered the strongest devils. Prayer has bridled and changed the
raging passions of man, and destroyed the boast of proud and daring
atheists. Prayer has brought one man from the bottom of the sea,
and carried another in a chariot of fire to Heaven. What has not,
prayer done?" And still the promise holds good that when we flee
unto our Hiding-place, and prostrate ourselves there and plead with
Him, we shall prove that" The effectual (inwrought) fervent prayer
of a righteous man availeth much."
The Great God in Heaven has in all ages condescended to hear the
prayers of His praying people and own them in His mercy. "Prayer
is the wall and bulwarks of the land. God's vials of indignation are
not poured out while the sluices of prayer are open," wrote the godly
Puritan Watson. Pray, brethren, pray. There is ever a need for
prayer. May the Holy Spirit enable us to use our privileges aright t
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A SERMON BY THE REV. THOMAS HOUGHTON, VICAR OF WHITINGTON,
NORFOLK, AND EDITOR OF The Gospel Magazine.
PREACHED AT CAXTON HALL, LONDON, ON FRIDAY, APRIL 30TH, 1937,
AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

" We see Jesus . .. crowned with glory and honour."-HEBREWS ii. 9.

WE are all thinking of the Coronation, and a great many people expect
to be pre!?ent and to see our King crowned with earthly glory and
honour. But there are a great many people who will not see the
crowning, and I do not suppose anybody to whom I am speaking will
have the privilege of being in Westminster Abbey on that occasion.
Only a select few, comparatively speaking, will be there. We might
call them an elect company, specially chosen to be present. Invitations
have been sent to them, and they are expected to be there on Coronation
morning at an early hour. But though we are not privileged to see
our earthly King crowned, we have here a privilege which appertains
to all the people of God, a privilege for the enjoyment of which we
have not to wait until May 12th, but we possess it this very afternoon.
That is the inspired declaration of the writer of this Epistle.
It is a privilege which appertains to all pilgrims, whether aged or
not. Sometimes I think when we meet on occasions like this that we
concentrate on the age of the pilgrims, but it is a comfort to know that
the pilgrimage to Zion is not confined to the aged. The young as well
as the elderly are among those travelling to the heavenly city.
We may break up this little text into three parts. First of all, who
are the people who see Jesus crowned with glory and honour? It is not
everybody who sees the crowning of the King, nor is it everybody who
sees Jesus crowned with glory and honour. We may rightly and
scripturally say-although the word is not popular in these days of
departure from the old truths-that only God's elect see Jesus crowned.
We may say that only those who are God's living elect, those who
have been called out of darkness into His marvellous light, only such
see Jesus crowned with glory and honour. The question might be
asked, What authority we have for saying that this glorious sight is
confined to any particular class of people? We ought to ask the
question, Who are the" we " of whom the writer speaks? It seems to me
t~at we have an answer in the Epistle itself. A variety of answers is
grven:
The people who see Jesus crowned with glory and honour may be
described as refugees (Heb. vi. 18). They say, " We have a strong
consolation who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set
before us." Where have they fled? To Jesus. They heard His
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voice saying, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest." They were burdened with a sense of their
sin. They felt that their sins were more in number than the hairs of
their head. They wanted to be delivered from the penalty their sins
deserved and from the power of sin, and they heard the voice of Jesus
saying, "Come unto Me." In the language of Dr. Bonar's hymn
they say"I heard the voice of Jesus say
, Come unto Me and rest;
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down
Thy head upon My breast."
" I came to Jesus as I was,
"Veary and worn and sad,
I found in Him a resting-place,
And He has made me glad."

They are refugees. Jesus is the One to Whom they have fled. They
hide in Him, a shelter from the wind, a covert from the tempest, as
rivers of water in a dry place, and the shadow of a great rock in a weary
land. They have fled to Him, and their hope is as an anchor to their
souls.
Then, secondly, they are saints. They are sanctified ones (Heb.
x. 10). "We are sanctified through the offering of the Body of Jesus
Christ once for all." What is it to be sanctified ~ It is to be made a
saint. Every child of God is a saint. It is a mistake to speak of
Saint Paul or Saint Peter. They are no more saints than God's people
to-day. They are never so called in the New Testament. All the
believing people of God are sanctified. They have been set apart from
the world, set apart from those who were dead in trespasses and sins,
they have been regenerated by the Holy Ghost, and justified by faith
in the Blood and Righteousness of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Then they are believers (Heb. x. 39)-" we are of them that believe
to the saving of the soul." They are not mere professors. They who
see Jesus crowned with glory and honour are not of them who draw
back unto perdition, they are of them that believe to the saving of the
soul.
Then they are pilgrims (Heb. xiii. 14)-" Here have we no continuing
city, but we seek one to come." We live in a city perhaps or even a
country village, in houses rented or purchased, and surrounded by
many earthly comforts, but we have no continuing city. All these
things pass away. They are only temporal. So we look, not at the
things that are seen, but at the things that are unseen. We are on the
way to the heavenly Zion, pilgrims to the heavenly Jerusalem. We
who have fled for refuge, we who have been sanctified by His preciolls
blood and the regenerating work of His Spirit, we who have been
brought to believe in Him to the saving of our souls, we whose faces
are Zionward in the narrow way that leads to heaven-it is we who see
Jesus crowned with glory and honour.
In the second place, let us think of the Person Whom we see. We see
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Jesus. How do we see Him? It can only be by faith. As Peter
says, "Whom having not seen we love." We see Him by faith. Who
is Jesus? This Epistle mentions the name of Jesus thirteen times,
and eight times He is mentioned without the title Lord or Christ being
connected with it. We usually find words like the Lord Jesus Christ,
or Christ Jesus, but there are eight occasions in this Epistle where
Jesus is mentioned without any of those titles, and those eight occasions
give us some information as to Who this Jesus is.
The first is in Hebrews iv. 14-" Seeing then that we have a great
high Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God."
Who is Jesus? He is the Son of God. That was what Peter said when
the Lord asked Him, "Whom say ye that I am ?" "Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the Living God." How did he know that? Because
the Father in heaven revealed it unto him. So all who recognize that
Jesus is the Son of God have had it revealed to them by the Father.
Before His death He said to His Father, " Glorify Thy name with the
glory I had with Thee before the world was." Before the world was,
He was the Father's Son. When He came forth and became incarnate
it was as God's eternal Son. "When the fulness of the time was
come, God sent forth His Son." We see Jesus, therefore, the eternal
Son of God. We see Him Whose goings forth have been from everlasting. Those who see King George will see a human being crowneda human being whose life at the longest will be short-but the Person
Whom we see is One Who is from everlasting to everlasting, God.
Again, we ask, Who is Jesus? He is the Son of Man. "What is
man that Thou art mindful of him? or the son of man that Thou
visitest him? " (Heb. ii. 6 and Ps. viii.) The eighth psalm refers no
doubt primarily to the first Adam, but evidently it has its ultimate
fulfilment in the last Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ, because in three
Epistles we find that psalm quoted in reference to our Lord Jesus
Christ. "He must reign till He hath put all enemies under His feet."
The Lord Jesus Christ must reign until all His enemies are overthrown.
He must reign until death and hell are cast into the lake of fire. But
now we see not yet all things put under Him. In Colossians ii. 10,
we read of Him as "the Head of- all principality and power." God
has given Him to be the Head over all things. "And when all
things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also Himself
be subject unto Him that put all things under Him, that God may
be all in all." (See 1 Cor. xv. 25-28; Eph. i. 22; Heb. ii. 6-9.)
The Son of God became incarnate. He wrought out salvation for
His people. He died and rose from the dead and ascended into heaven.
The King of Glory entered and took His seat on the right hand of tbe
Throne of the Majesty in the heavens, and Peter tells us that at tbe
right band of God, angels, authorities, and powers are subject unto
Him. There have been manifestations of His kingly power in tbe
past. There are manifestations in the present, and no doubt there will
be in the future. But He is now crowned with"glory and honour. We
need not wait for any Coronation day. He is ~w in possession of all
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authority in heaven and earth. The Father has appointed Him the
heir and possessor of all things. He is the heir of all things, by Whom
the worlds were made, and the upholder of all things. He is the
brightness of His Father's glory, the express image of His Person, and
upholds all things by the Word of His power. "The Father loveth
the Son and hath given all things into His hands."
We see Him, the Son of God, in human form. We see Him crowned
with glory and honour. No other human being, no other person with
a human nature, has ever before occupied the Throne of God in heaven.
He is Man, and yet at the same time He is the eternal Son of God, and
all authority is His. He worketh all things after the counsel of His
own Will. We are naturally prone to be anxious about our own
troubles, anxious about national and international affairs, but if we
could trust in Him more, then we should realize that He is working
all things for the glory of His own Name, and the eternal good of His
own people.
Then, if we look further, we find (Heb. vi. 20) that Jesus is the Forerunner of His people. He is described as "the Forerunner, even
Jesus." He has entered heaven on behalf of His people. He has,
so to speak, taken possession of heaven for them. He is the Head of
the Church, and the Church is His mystical Body. If the Head is in
heaven. the members must also be there.
"This I shall find, for such is His Mind,
He'll not be in Heaven and leave me behind."

He has gone into the heavenly mansions as the Forerunner of His
people to take possession on their behalf, and in due time He will come
again to receive them unto Himself.
Again, Jesus is the Surety of His people. "By so much was Jesus
made a Surety of a better testament." (Heb. vii. 22.) The old
Covenant was the Covenant of works, the new Covenant is one of
grace. The new Covenant writes the law of God on the heart, the old
Covenant wrote the law on tablets of stone. Those tables were broken,
but God in the new Covenant gives a new heart and a new spirit. The
old Covenant made no provision-for the pardon of sin.
" Not all the blood of beasts
On Jewish altars slain,
Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away the stain."

It is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away
sin, but Jesus Who was the Surety undertook the responsibility of
securing for His people all the blessings promised in the new Covenantthe blessing of a full, free, and eternal forgiveness of sins, the blessing
of regeneration, the blessing of a saving knowledge of God. Jesus is
responsible for the salvation of His people. A great multitude which
no man can number will be brought out of every kindred and nation,
and people, and tongue, because He has undertaken the responsibility
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of bringing all the sheep which His Father had given Him into
the fold.
Jesus is the way of access to the Throne of God's grace. We have
" boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus" (Heb. x. 19).
We need to enter into the holiest every day, and through Him we have
access by one spirit unto the Father. We have courage to enter the
holiest because His precious blood was shed for us. He is the way
of access to the Father, so that we may obtain mercy and find grace
to help .in time of need.
Then in the twelfth chapter of Hebrews we read, "Looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisher (or perfecter) of our faith." We owe
it to Him that we have faith. Faith is a Divine gift. We should
never have trusted our souls to Him if it were not for His grace and
mercy. In that same chapter we read of " Jesus the Mediator of the
new Covenant, that speaketh better things than that of Abel."
Then, lastly, He is the Sufferer for His people (xiii. 12). "Jesus . . .
suffered without the gate." He suffered for sins, the Just for the
unjust. We have all sinned, there is no exception to that rule. The
wages of sin is death, eternal separation from God. Then why is it
we are not in hell? It is because the Lord Jesus Christ suffered, the
Just for the unjust. He bore our sins in His Own body on the tree.
He was wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities.
He has redeemed His people, delivered them from the curse, being
made a curse for them.
This Jesus is crowned with glory and honour. How do we see Him ?
We see Him by faith. There have been some who have seen Him with
the natural eye. There was one man who looked up into heaven, and
said, " Behold, I see Jesus standing on the right band of God." Tbat
was Stephen. He was permitted to see Jesus with his natural eye.
Another man who saw the glorified Jesus was a man who was full of
wrath against Him and His followers, breathing out threatenings and
slaughter against those who followed Jesus of Nazareth. But Jesus
appeared to Him on the road to Damascus, and he was able to say,
" I have seen Jesus Christ." Saul of Tarsus thus saw Jesus Whom
he had persecuted. John of Patmos saw Him also, the Son of Man
in His glory.
We do not see Him thus, but we know that when He shall appear we
shall see Him as He is. We get a glimpse of His glory now, but then
we shall see His face.
Now think of the glory and honour with which Jesus is crowned. We
may describe it as heavenly glory, because when He was about to die,
he said, " Father, glorify Thy Son with the glory I had with Thee before
the world was." Where was His Father? He says, "Our Father,
which art in heaven." God is in heaven. Heaven is His throne. It
is heavenly glory with which He is now crowned.
Then we may speak of Him as having unique glory, a glory that
stands by itself, a glory that is incomparable, for we are told in
Ephesians that God hath "set Him at His Own right hand in the
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heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and might, and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but
also in that which .is to come."
Then it is a merited glory. We see Jesus Who was made a little
lower than the angels at His incarnation-that is so far as His human
nature was concerned-because of the suffering of death crowned
with glory and honour. He merited the glory which appertains to
Him because He descended from the throne of God to the Cross of
Calvary, becoming obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross,
"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a Name
Which is above every Name."
Then we see Him crowned with eternal glory. The glory of God is
" eternal glory" (1 Peter v. 10). It is unto eternal glory that He has
called His people. The glory of our king's Coronation will pass away.
All the glory of man is as the grass that withereth. I have often been
impressed with those words of Peter: "The heavens and the earth
. . . reserved unto fire against the day of judgment." "The elements
will melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are
therein shall be burned up." Caxton Hall and Westminster Abbey
will be burned up, all our grand buildings will pass away, all the glory
of man is as the grass that withereth. But the glory of Christ is
eternal.
Then He is a righteous King. The sceptre of righteousness is the
sceptre of His Kingdom. He is an anointed King. God has anointed
Him, not with so-called holy oil, nor any oil at all, but with the Holy
Ghost. He is an almighty King, for the heavens are the works of His
hands, and though they will perish He will endure. He is crowned
with heavenly glory, with incomparable glory, with merited glory, with
eternal glory.
But the Bible does not stop there. It does not leave us looking at
Jesus up there. It tells us that He is coming again to bring His people
and carry them up with Him into glory. They are bidden to look for
that blessed hope-the appearing of the glory of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. He has bestowed upon men the glory that He Himself
possesses. "The glory which 'Phou gavest Me I have given them."
Therefore the glory He now has will be shared by all His people, poor
unworthy sinners though they are. "I will that they also, whom Thou
hast given Me, be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory."
We are to share the glory when He comes, when Christ Who is our hope,
shall appear.
Dear friends, this is what the Word of God teaches us concerning the
members of His mystical Body. When He comes again, when He
descends from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and
the trump of God, then they will be caught up to meet the Lord, and
so shall they ever be with Him.
May God Himself apply the truth to our own souls, and may we
take comfort from the expectation of that hope concerning Him Who
is now crowned with glory and honour, and Who is coming again to
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crown His people with glory, to receive them unto Himself in eternal
glory and blessedness.
"All hail the power of Jesus' name!
Let angels prostrate fall ;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him, Lord of all.
"Oh, that with yonder sacred throng,
We at His feet may fall,
There join the everlasting song
And crown Him, Lord of all."

"VERY INDIGNANT."
WHEN travelling in the train recently we heard two ladies in the compartment talking to each other. One of them was very strong and
emphatic in expressing her thoughts. It was the month of May, and
the kind of weather we had been having in that month was one of the
topics of this conversation. One of the ladies declared she was
"very indignant" at the kind of weather we had been having, as,
whereas in former years she had only found it necessary to have an
injection for catarrh up to the month of April, this year the doctor said
there was nothing for it but to have another injection although it was
the month of May. She was therefore on her way to London for that
purpose.
She did not say with whom she was" very indignant." The weather
itself could hardly be held responsible for taking the form it did. It
would be foolish to vent one's indignation on the weather. It seemed
to us that intentionally or otherwise this lady was indignant against
the Divine Author of the weather. For after all Who is it that
arranges the varieties of weather which we experience?
We read in the psalms, " He giveth snow like wool: He scattereth
the hoar frost like ashes. He casteth forth His ice like morsels: who
can stand before His cold? He sendeth out His word, and melteth
them: He causeth His wind to blow, and the waters flow" (Ps. cxlvii.
16-18). Our Lord says, "He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and
on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust" (Matt.
v. 45). The snow, the frost, the ice, the wind, the sun, and the rain,
all operate at the command of God. We read of "His ice," "His
cold," " His wind," and" His sun."
The varieties of weather are Divinely ordered. All weather is God's
weather. To be indignant against the weather, or to speak of it as
" beastly" is to rebel against the Most High. It is sin. "0 man,
who art thou that repliest against God? " (Rom. ix. 20).
Whatever the people of the world may say, be it ours to stand in
awe of God, and to tremble at His Word.
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THE WAY OF FAITH.
A

SERMON

PREACHED

BY

THE

REV.

JAMES

ORMISTON,

AT

ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith."-l JOHN v. 4.

WE have this evening been reading together from the Book of Joshua
of the extraordinary manner in which it pleased God that the city, the
stronghold, of Jericho should be taken by God's ancient people Israel.
Now the taking of Jericho is, according to the Word of God, and especially in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews and the thirtieth verse,
declared to have been an act of faith-an act of faith. "This is the
victory that overcometh . . . even our faith." Thus, "By faith
the walls of Jericho fell down after they were compassed about seven
days." And it is in the light of this remarkable illustration that I
would approach my text to-night in dependence on the teaching of the
Holy Spirit. Bear we all in mind the taking of the stronghold of the
Canaanites, the city, the walled city, of Jericho, was a specific act of
faith on the part of Joshua, and Israel besides. It would seem as
though God from the outset would impress upon His people that
victory was His Own to give or to withhold; that not by Israel's own
arm might victory be hoped for; not by Israel's sword or bow might
it be obtained; faith must be called into habitual exercise, faith in God
Himself, if victory was to follow. Now this is instructive for us all
because the Holy Scriptures tell us that" by grace" sinners are saved" by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves,"
it must not be natural faith, it is not creature trust, and that faith" not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should
boast." Boasting is excluded altogether from God's method of salvation, and that is the reason, no doubt, why all of us by nature are
opposed to God's way of salvation and prefer some other way, especially some way that will allow us a measure of co-operation with God
in which our works should count for something, however little, just for
something. Such is the ignorance and such the pride of our hearts
that we cleave to our own methods and ways of salvation in preference
to God's one way, God's Own way, God's effectual way of salvation
by God-given faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. There is therefore a
great principle laid down in our text that all victory, whatever form
it take, all true victory, must be traced to faith, faith in God. How soon,
it may be observed at the outset, Israel forgot this great lesson. How
soon Israel, notwithstanding they had seen the wonders of God's
interposing and interfering power in their behalf in the instance of
Jericho, began to trust in their own methods and in their own weapons.
That is it which is written against them in the 106th Psalm and
the thirteenth verse. It is said there: "Then believed they His
words; they sang His praise. They soon forgat His works; they
waited not for His counsel." In this instance of the taking of Jericho
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they began well, they recognized at the outset the Hand of God stretched
out in their behalf, they exercised no confidence in themselves, or
in their own methods and weapons; but they soon forgat the wondrous truth that this battle, this campaign, this series of conflicts
must be of the Lord or else it must be defeat or disaster and confusion.
And so it will be-must it be-in the case of sinners who think that
they can begin in the Spirit and become perfect in the flesh. Salvation
must be of the Lord from first to last, Him first, Him last, Him midst
and without end. "Salvation is of the Lord," " Salvation belongeth
unto the Lord: Thy blessing is upon Thy people."
"Whatsoever is born of God," says our text-or, as the original
implies or states, "all that is born of God," it is the neuter gender
but it is the aggregate people of God put as a whole, " all that is born
of God overcometh the world." That is the characteristic of the
Church of God-that it is the Church Militant in opposition to the
world, it is the Church in conflict with all that is not of the Father.
For if any ask what is the world of which our text speaks, we answer
in the language of the same epistle in the Word of God, the second
chapter, where the words run thus: "Love not the world, neither
the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world," mark you,
"the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,
is not of the Father, but is of the world." So that we gather whatsoever is not of the Father is of the world, and the world is divisible
into these three aspects, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life. There is a trinity in the world as well as a Trinity
in the Deity, and the trinity that is in the world is in open opposition
to the Trinity in the Deity. I cannot now continue to particularize
this interesting subject; some of you may be led to contemplate it
for yourselves under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, in which case
you will find it a very profitable and a very practical subject. Now,
then, whatsoever is born of God overcometh that which is not of the
Father, that is, the world, overcometh the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life, and it is this triple enemy who presents
himself to the faith of God's people throughout their whole time-state
here on earth. It will never be granted to God's Church here on
earth to sheathe the sword of conflict, conflict with the world, the
flesh, and the devil; the days of the Church's rest are yet future,
the days of the Church's peace are awaiting her yonder, but meanwhile strife against evil must perforce continue. Let not therefore
any of God's dear people here to-night, any perhaps of those who are
young in the faith, think that faith in the Lord Jesus Christ will bring
immunity, immunity from temptation, immunity from attack on the
part of the world, the flesh within, and the devil without-far from
it. The Lord's methods are to teach His dear ones how to war.
Even from their new birth He teaches them how their fingers shall
fight. "Whatsoever is born of God "-it is so important to observe
there is no exception-all that is begotten of God, the whole new
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nature, the new man, the new creature in Christ Jesus, will be occupied
in warring against evil, and the instrument of this warfare is faith.
" The weapons of our warfare are not carnal." Dear people of God,
as you and I know, they are not carnal, but they are mighty, not because
we wield them, alas, far otherwise, they are " mighty through God to
the pulling down of strongholds," and the" casting down" of imaginations and all things that exalt themselves against God. So that
although our weapons be not fleshly, although we trust not in the
creature, no, not in our own resolutions or efforts whatever, but simply
trust through grace in the living God, we are sufficient for what lies
before us of conflict, though so far as the world can observe our
weapons and our armour are invisible. Be of good cheer,· the conflict
may be fierce, the enemy may rage horribly, but He Who is with us
to cover our head in the day of battle is more than sufficient. With
Christ on our side-or as we sometimes sing under other imagery,
"With Christ in the vessel, we smile at the storm-we say in
regard to this conflict, believers, " With Christ on our side we smile
at the foe, for greater is He Who is with us than all that can be against
us."
.
I remarked at the outset how the taking of the walled city of Jericho
on the part of Joshua, and Israel beside, was a distinct act of faith.
Now this evening I propose to dwell briefly on four aspects of that
faith of theirs. First, it was a faith of confidence in the Authority
Which commanded them. They did not reason about the word of God
which Joshua communicated to them. Joshua was the intermediary,
he was the messenger of Israel's God to the people, to the priests and
to the people; and the people appear, as far as the records go, to have
accepted implicitly the communications of God's mind through Joshua
concerning the taking of this city Jericho. Two spies had recently
entered the city and made their inquiries and their observations, and
they had been marvellously protected in their dangerous duty. God
watched over them, as we 'all know, and brought them back to the
camp unscathed, and they delivered the intelligence faithfully to
Joshua, and they would no doubt tell Joshua what a stronghold
Jericho was, how lofty its walls; how well founded, how thick, how
strong, and the gates of the city invulnerable as far as they could
judge. They might make observations of that kind, but be that
however as it may, Joshua received a communication from on High,
and, faithful to his trust, he delivered it to the priests and to the
people. They on their part received the communication trustfully,
and did not call it into question, and that is my first point-the
Authority on which the command was based. Herein we find an
example for ourselves, fellow believers; our faith is to be based upon
the Word of God-" Thus saith the Lord." Faith will place implicit
confidence in the integrity of the truth of God. Faith will never
reason with God against His Own truth. Faith will not question the
doctrines of the Gospel, or the way of salvation. Reason will, reason
will; the imaginations of our hearts will, of course, come up into
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conflict with the revelation of God's grace, and there will be much
dividedness of heart by consequence, but faith will never enter into
controversy with God about His truth, about the doctrines of His
grace, about the one way of salvation through the blood of Jesus,
only through faith in the blood of Jesus. I say here, in this example,
we have instruction: the people did not controvert the Word of God,
they did not argue about it, they did not reason and say the thing
is impracticable, the thing is impossible, the thing is unprecedented,
we cannot hope to see this thing come to pass, but they received it
with meekness, they received it in the spirit of little children-the
communication of God's mind. May we, through grace, have the
like ability to hear and receive the engrafted word.
Then the second aspect of their faith is found in the fact that they
reposed upon the resources of God. Faith is a reposing grace to a very
great extent, it is a restful grace, but it must have a sound basis on
which to repose, and so the Word of God faith takes as her warrant.
Faith says the credentials are good, they may safely be trusted, and
faith then reposes upon God, reposes upon the resources which He
has promised. He said to Joshua, Now the Ark will again be called
into requisition, the Ark will have to be carried round the walls of
Jericho once a day for six days, and those who carry arms (I fancy
there were not many who did) must walk in front of the Ark, and the
rearward (who were I presume unarmed) must follow the Ark, and
the priests must blow the trumpets (the trumpets of peculiar kind,
trumpets of rams' horns) as they proceed round the city. The people
must not utter a word, there must be absolute silence, not only no
shouting but no talking, they must pass in solemn silence, a great
company, round the city walls once a day, day by day. For six
days they did this thing. No doubt the well-protected inhabitants,
the garrison of Jericho, defiantly and contemptuously looked down
from the heights of the walls upon this people and wondered, What
can they hope to do to take the city thus 1 How true it is, "My
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith
the Lord." And Israel was acting out the thoughts of God whilst the
thoughts of the men of Jericho- were far, far otherwise. So it is in
the case of the Church of God as she passes through this poor evil
world of ours. The world looks 'on and wonders what it all means,
how this people of God live as they do, they seem to care little about
the pleasures of the world and the vanities and the pomps of the world,
they seem to have a secret with them which is unexplained, perhaps
it is unexplainable. The people of God are, as the Scriptures say, a
people "wondered at." "Therefore the world knoweth us not
because it knew Him not," and in proportion as we are like Him shall
we be misunderstood and misapprehended and misinterpreted by the
world around us with which we have daily to do. Yes, Israel reposed
in faith upon God's resources.
The third aspect of their faith is found in their obedience. Faith is
~mphatically an obedient grace. It acts under Divine direction-
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ah, I go beyond and I say under Divine dictation, dictation, God
commands faith, and where the Word of God goes forth in power of
command, obedience and faith follow. And this is it we look for in
ourselves and one another as believers in God. We look for obedience
toward God, and where persistently the walk is disobedient it seems
we are justified in questioning the discipleship of those who walk
contrary to the Gospel whilst yet withal they name the Name of
Christ. Those men acted as well as believed. Day by day their
obedience was remarkable, they did not miss a day in fulfilling the
revealed will of their God. They did not apparently reflect upon the
non-success of yesterday's work. You know they had nothing to show
of any gain at the day's end. There was nothing upon which they
could put a finger, and say, Now we have walked well to-day, and here
we have our reward. No, they lived by faith; day by day they
walked in the narrow path of simple obedience, leaving God in His Own
time to carry out His Own promise. And this is the beauty of living
faith in the hearts of God's people. Ah, how many a day goes when
God's people, as they retire to rest and reflect upon the way by which
they have been travelling, find no immediate satisfaction. They ask
God to cleanse their conscience, and to deliver them from any accusation that memory brings against them as they retrace the hours gone
by, and the path trodden during those hours, but they are unable to
put their finger upon any accession, or any considerable accession in
spiritual things, and they are frequently tried under this head, and
they say within their hearts, I have spent my strength for nought, I
have laboured in vain; I have no increase to-day. These are our
infirmities. Oh, children of God, if we are walking by grace obediently
we may believe that the Lord has been glorified, we may be confident
that the grace bestowed has not been in vain. It is only a question
of His Own time, and then it shall be shown that all these links in the
chain of His grace were necessary links; not one of them, not one
day's walk, not one day's work, not one day's suffering for Christ,
not one word faintly spoken in the faith of His Name, not one of these
things was in vain in the Lord.
And then the last aspect of their faith-they hoped, their faith was
a hoping faith. They hoped in the fulfilment of the promises that on
the seventh day when they should pass round the city seven times,
and on passing it the seventh time they should shout in expression of
their faith in God, the walls must fall down. So they went on day by
day, the eye fixed upon" the end of the Lord." And here again we
get a lesson for our own faith, children of God, to be looking beyond,
to be looking through, and to be looking above the passing circumstances of the day to the great and glorious" end of the Lord" to
which He is bringing us. For after all we are being led on, step by
step, in a way that hitherto we have never walked, as Israel was
reminded when about to cross the Jordan, " Ye have not passed this
way heretofore." And so, day by day it is a new stage of our journey
the Lord has led us, is leading us, and will lead us unto the end which
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He has in full view. Take the case of Job for instance. "Ye have
heard of the patience of Job," said James, " and have seen the end
of the Lord." Now it may be, some commentators think it was so,
that it took seven years for Job to go through that bitter experience
which the Lord had appointed him. Be it so. The Lord had an end
in view throughout those seven years of tribulation, of affliction, of
chastisement, and of instruction through which His dear servant was
passing. "The end of the Lord "-what was it ~ "That the Lord
is very pitiful and of tender mercy." God determined to make a
demonstration of that. That was "the end" He had in view all
through. And so, as you were singing just now in your hymn, that
precious hymn of McCheyne: "Then, Lord, shall I fully know,-not
till then-how much I owe," how much I owe to Thee, how much
I owe to Thy faithfulness, to Thy loving-kindness, to Thy forbearance,
to Thy upholding strength from day to day; not till then, not till" the
end of the Lord" has been obtained, then in His light shall we see
light. Or, in the words of that other precious hymn, a part of which
we were singing this evening, in the words of dear Samuel Rutherfordthen when we stand on Zion's heights and look back, we shall bless
the Hand that guided"I'll bless the Hand that guided,
I'll bless the Heart that planned,
\\'hen throned where glory dwelleth,
In Irnmanuel's Land."

This is " the end of the Lord." And so those dear Israelites day by
day throughout the six days hoped for the end, looked forward to
that which Jehovah had promised, full in the confidence of their hope
that upon their surrounding the city the seventh time on the seventh
day the walls of Jericho would verily fall flat to the ground. And all
came to pass. All God's promises do come to pass, it is simply a
question of when, and of how. And the when and the how are at His
holy, gracious, sovereign, Fatherly command. "My times are in
Thy Hand: My God, I wish-I leave-them there." Oh, may that
spirit actuate all God's dear, wayfaring people here to-night-to
leave their times with all their 'issues in the safe keeping of their
Heavenly Father Who is the God of the promises and the oaths,
working out His Own plans in the best interests of His Own children
for His Own eternal glory.
Now this is the life of faith. This is the victory that overcometh
the world, whatever form the world may take. There are believers
here to-night, and to each believer there is a world of evil that especially
besets him, and as those proud walls of Jericho mocked the faith of
Israel of old time, so there is the same giant fortress that stands in the
face of God's dear, dear people. Oh, remember how the walls of
Jericho fell down when they were compassed about by the people
seven days, by the obedient people, by those hopers in God's promises,
by those who reposed on God's resources, by those who did not doubt
the Authority on which the command rested. Oh, may we learn
21
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more and more the simple art of believing, of believing in the God
of the promises. Faithful is He Who has promised, whatever the
promise be on which your hearts are led to rest, faithful is He Who
promised you Who also will perform it.
NOT YET ATTAINED.
How familiar the verses of Philippians iii. are, both before and following the expression of Paul's desire, "that I may know Him and the
power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
made conformable unto His death, if by any means I might attain
unto the resurrection of the dead." What was he thinking of, or
what did he really want? He had seen Christ by special revelation;
he knew Him by sight, if we might so say. He had been" caught up
to the third heaven," to learn there more than he was at liberty to
divulge. He had had vast experience, all his own; he had more to
boast of in intellect and information than many his equals, and yet
he spoke as if the knowledge of Christ was yet to be possessed. No
early schooling and upbringing, no later religious energies counted for
anything, they were worse than useless in comparison with being
" found in Him " and knowing the power of His resurrection. Surely,
he had known this in one sense; when they had stoned him in Lystra,
as they thought, to death. He got up and was able to leave the place
the next day. He had been" not a little comforted" when the young
man Eutychus came back to life. He had been " in deaths oft" from
one cause or another. Indeed, it seemed to surprise him, as he said
to the Corinthians, that he should yet be alive, as he felt that he was
always on the point of perishing. But we know from the whole of his
testimony that the power of Christ's resurrection which he coveted
meant more than a revival or a sustaining of natural life. For the
matter of that, he at times preferred death, would rather have departed
and left his breathless body behind. For that departure he would
wait, labouring the while. But he wanted during that while to get
the victory over every destruction that threatened him; to see the
defeat of all Satan's schemes against him; and to profit by the sanctifying of every providence that came upon him. He wanted peace in
his soul, received, and felt, and the presence and guidance and gentleness
and truth of the promised Comforter. And behind all these he wanted
the strange and captivating persuasion that no hidden judgment was
to be brought against him for what was so continuously against him
in his conscience in all that he did, thought, or said. If the power
of Christ's resurrection was on him he could glory in a liberty that
they only know who are made sensible of forgiveness. Truly he
asked for large things. He said also that he wanted to have a share
in the Lord's sufferings. He felt like Thomas, " Let us go with Him
that we may die with Him." Though they should die with Him, they
would not deny Him; so they all said. No one likes suffering. It is
only love of some sort that can make us really want to share in another's
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pains and sorrows. But the Lord had acknowledged His disciples'
attachment to Him as being pure. He said "The Father Himself
loveth you, because ye have loved Me." "Ye are they that have
continued with Me in My temptations." They clave to Him Who
was despised, and contemned by the great ones and the authorities.
The Lord suffered, and Paul wanted to be amongst those who were
not ashamed of His Name, who would have helped Him if they could,
when He was with them in Jerusalem. They went with Him as far
as Gethsemane, but could go no further. He was alone there and on
Calvary. No one shared His suffering there. But His Name and His
cause burned in the apostle's heart, and made him willing, like Moses
before him, to choose the lot of the followers of the Lamb.
He wanted also to "be made conformable to His death." That
would mean that he was convinced that in the Lord's death, and such
a death-was his only ground of hope for forgiveness. He might
believe, and we might believe in the fact that " Christ died for our
sins and rose again for our justification," but to be made conformable
to His death would mean that the soul acknowledges that only by
such a sacrifice could he be cleansed. Can anyone think lightly of
his sin who really believes that it is Christ's death which meets it if it
is to be removed. They cannot boast who are made to submit themselves to Calvary. These were the tremendous and living realities
that wrought in the apostle's heart at that time. He was not always
alike. He could not produce or sustain his holy aspirations; but
there they were, when he wished also that by " any means" he might
attain unto the resurrection of the dead, himself the "dead" as to
all that nature could supply him with, himself resurrected now, and
here with all that Christ was. He knew that he did not live in the
continual enjoyment of such glorious liberty. He counted not himself
to have apprehended, but he pressed forward in hope and confidence,
for Christ's hand was in it; the Father called him, and God Himself
would reveal what yet he had to learn.
FOLLOWER-ON.
THE SPIRIT AND TEMPER OF THE AGE.
THOUGH it may seem to some unduly pessimistic, I believe the spirit
and temper of the age is now so alienated from, and averse to, evangelical truth, that, unless God in mercy signally intervene, few churches
who keep to the' old paths' will be able to report great progress and
spectular success. It is for us, therefore, to 'strengthen the things
that remain,' to ' cleave to the Lord with purpose of heart,' and to
remember with thankful application that of even the worst times it
is written :, Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another, and
the Lord hearkened and heard, and a book of remembrance was
written before Him, for them that feared the Lord and that thought
upon His name.' "-Mr. J. H. Pizey in OUT Outlook.
«
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
A WORD TO OUR READERS.

OUR readers, both at home and abroad, will be interested to learn that
the annual meeting of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Trustees took place in
London on Friday, May 21st, last. Four out of the five Trustees were
able to be present. We missed our late highly esteemed Trustee, the
late Mr. W. Prebble. The Auditor's balance sheet for the year 1936
was read and considered.
It was noted that there had been a drop in the amount of donations
to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund. This caused a deficiency on the
ordinary income account, 'but our absent Trustee, on becoming aware
of this fact, had very kindly forwarded a cheque to cover the deficiency.
The Trustees are very grateful to all the kind readers who so re~ti:tarly
contribute to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund. They would like to be able
to be independent of such contributions, but that cannot be at present.
It is hoped, therefore, that the Lord will still dispose a large number
of His people to continue their kind help to this fund. Fresh donations
will also be welcome.
Our readers are aware that many testimonies to the value of the
Magazine reach us from different parts of the world, and we are much
encouraged by the appreciative letters which we receive. We would
bespeak the regular prayers of our readers for increasing grace and
wisdom in the conduct of the Magazine. We who write for it are
poor and needy, and we need Divine grace and enlightenment, if our
testimony is to be really scriptural and helpful to the Lord's people.
Many families have had the Magazine in their households for fifty
or more years, and have treasured it. Year after year, however, the
Lord is pleased to call Home some who have found comfort and help
from our pages, and we desire that other readers should take their
place. The great truths for which the Magazine stands never have
been popular, but there are, no doubt, many of the Lord's people who
do not know that such a Magazine exists, and who would become
subscribers if it were brought to their notice. Will all our readers
keep this in mind, and use their influence to increase the circulation ?
The ordering of an extra copy or two now and again, to send to some
likely subscriber, might lead toan increase in the number of our readers.
Although the habit of lending the Magazine is excellent, the securing
of a new subscriber is more excellent, and adds to the financial prosperity of the Magazine.
In the name of all the Trustees we send warm Christian greetings to
all our readers, and we ask them to join us in regular prayer that the
Lord would increasingly smile on this effort to spread abroad the
knowledge of His truth. May His blessing descend richly upon us all t
THEY are well kept whom the Lord keeps.
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GENERAL CHIANG KAI-SHEK'S TESTIMONY.
EXTRACTS FROM GENERALISSIMO CHIANG KAI-SHEK'S TESTIMONY TO
A CHRISTIAN CONVENTION, AT NANKING, EASTER, 1937.
I HAVE now been a Christian for nearly ten years, and during the
time I have been a constant reader {)f the Bible. Never before has
this Sacred Book been so interesting to me, as during my two week~'
captivity in Sian. This unfortunate affair took place all of a sudden,
and I found myself placed under detention without having a single
earthly belonging. From my captors I asked for but one thing, a copy
of the Bible, and in my solitude I had ample opportunity for reading
and meditation. The greatness and love of Christ burst upon me
with a new inspiration, increasing my strength to struggle against
evil, to overcome temptation, and to uphold righteousness."
H I am, indeed, grateful to all my fellow Christians who continually
offered prayers on my behalf, and I am deeply conscious of the strong
spiritual support, for which I extend my hearty thanks to all Christians, and to which before you all to-day I testify that the name of
GOD may be glorified."
(He was set free on Christmas Day.)
To-day being Good Friday, I merely wish to explain some
of the lessons I have derived from the trials of Christ. His utterances
from the Cross are our spiritual" inheritance. Entreating forgiveness
for his eneInies, He cried: 'Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do.' Truly great is the love of Christ. In all my meditation
I found these thoughts recurring and proving me with rich spiritual
sustenance."
According to the record of the New Testament, when Christ
entered Jerusalem for the last time He knew the danger ahead, but
triumphantly, on an ass, He rode into the city without anguish, without
fears. What greatness! What courage! In comparison, how unimportant my life must be. So why should I hesitate. . . . My captors
presented me with terms and demands, with tempting words of kindness, with threats of violence and torture. . . . On every hand I was
beset with danger, but I had no thought of yielding to the pressure.
My faith in Christ increased. In this strange predicament, I distinctly
recalled the forty days and nights Christ passed in the wilderness,
withstanding temptation, prayers in the garden of Gethsemane, and
the indignities heaped upon Him at His trial. The prayers he offered
for His eneInies upon the cross were ever in my thoughts. . . . These
scenes passed vividly before me again and again, like so many
pictures. My strength redoubled to resist recalcitrants, with the
spirit of Christ on the Cross. . . . I was cOInforted and at rest."
(He tells how he became a follower of Dr. Sun Yat Sen) who stood
for the emancipation of the weaker races and for the welfare of oppressed
people. To-day, I find I have taken a further step and have become
a. follower of Jesus Christ."
H
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THE POWERS OF THE AIR.
Now that we read so much of what is taking place in the air, and
especially now that millions of our money are to be spent on the manufacture of deadly machines of warfare and their destructive bombs,
it may be opportune to see if the Bible has anything to say about the
matter.
First, let us realize that every prophecy has an initial or incipient
fulfilment, and even progressive fulfilments, before its final issue;
and, therefore, that the final fulfilment can only be fully understood
when it takes place.
The first mention of hail in Scripture is in connection with the seventh
plague upon Egypt, where the word occurs fourteen times. Perhaps
the earliest mention is in Job xxxviii. 22, where we have the suggestive
question: "Hast thou seen the treasures of the hail, which I have
reserved against the time of trouble, against the day of battle and war? "
Why should God thus early connect hail with trouble, battle, and
war? And why speak of the time and the day?
The next mention is still more remarkable, and filled with interest
by its very brevity. When Joshua was subduing Canaan, and five
kings came against him, we read in Joshua x. 10, 11, that" the Lord
cast down great stones from heaven upon them, and they died: they
were more which died from hailstones than they whom the children
of Israel slew with the sword." When we remember how fierce was
the slaughter of those days, there must of certainty be a special meaning in the record that the hailstones slew more than the sword. Is
not this a foreshadowing of future warfare?
In David's exultant song of victory over all his enemies (Ps. xviii.
11-14) he twice mentions "hailstones and coals of fire." The
language here is so vivid that it is not difficult to consider it prophetic
rather than historic.
In Psalm xci. we read of " the terror by night, the arrow that flieth
by day, the pestilence that walketh in darkness, and the destruction
that wasteth at noonday." We saw something of this when bombs
were falling on London.
In Isaiah xxviii. 2, 17, we read of a " tempest of hail," and that" the
hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies," etc. The judgment of God
on the Assyrian is further predicted in Isaiah xxx. 30 and xxxii. 19.
In the former of these two verses we have "devouring fire, with
scattering, and tempest, and hailstones."
In Ezekiel xiii. 11-13, we read that" they shall say, Peace, and
there was no peace"; exactly what the world's leaders are saying today. But God says, " And ye, 0 great hailstones, shall fall; and a
stormy wind shall rend it." Moreover," there shall be an overflowing
shower in mine anger, and great hailstones in my fury." Further, in
Ezekiel xxxviii. 22, this is amplified: "an overflowing rain, and great
hailstones, fire, and brimstone."
We are now prepared to go to the closing Book of Scripture, wherein
are three references to God's judgments in the form of hail; and we
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shall find them progressive. Revelation viii. 7: "Hail and fire,
mingled with blood." Chapter xi. 19: "Lightnings, and voices, and
thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail." In chapter xvi.
17-21, the seventh angel pours out his vial upon the earth, the judgment ending with the statement: "And there fell upon men a great
hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men
blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague
thereof was exceeding great." It will be noticed that in these verses
the word great occurs seven times. Bombs are now being made the
weight of a ton; and why are they made except they are intended
to be used ~
Whatever view may be held concerning these predictions, it is quite
clear that God has used the figure of hail to describe His judgments.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
NEW SUBSCRIBERS.
AN esteemed reader writes, " I am glad to tell you that I have found
another subscriber to the valued GOSPEL MAGAZINE. . . . She has
found much strength and food in its pages. . : . There is no doubt
that its contents meet the need of those who have learnt to know to
some extent the nature of their corruption and the greatness of the
grace of God. I am glad to report that these teachings are finding
favour and root amongst the 'publicans and sinners,' if they are
objected to by those who follow the Arminian teachings so prevalent
to-day."
It is always a joy to hear of new subscribers. Recently we heard of
a lady, on holiday, making efforts to secure new subscribers. We
ourselves were pleased to receive two new subscriptions while having
a holiday. Let us tell our friends that,
This is a
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, testifying the Gospel of the Grace of God.
It is the
Oldest religious Magazine, having been established in A.D. 1766.
It is a
Spiritual Magazine, seeking to feed the Lord's family with Spiritual
food.
It is a
Protestant Magazine, holding firmly to the great principles of the
Reformation.
It is an
Evangelical Magazine, setting forth the distinctive truths of the
Evangelical Revival.
It is a
Large-hearted Magazine, ministering to all believers III the great
doctrines of grace.
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A MINISTER AND A TERRITORIAL.

ONE evening a minister was returning home after a walk, when he saw
standing in the road a youth dressed in a khaki overcoat and holding
a rifle. He stopped and spoke to the youth, and found that he and two
other youths had recently joined the Territorials, and this was their
night for drill. The minister remarked that he was glad to see the
youth at a recent Sunday evening service. The youth replied that
he liked coming. "I should like to see you there every Sunday evening," said the minister. The youth replied that he was often out on
Sunday afternoons, and that he got back too late for the Service.
" Where do you go ~ " said the minister. The youth said he went out
for a bicycle ride with one of the other youths. The minister reminded
him that in acting thus he was not keeping the Sabbath day holy.
The youth replied that he generally heard the service of a London
Church on the wireless. The minister reminded Him that the Gospel
was rarely, if ever, preached on the wireless. The youth acknowledged
that the minister's remark was true, and the minister told him that
the devil may make use of the wireless to prevent men from hearing
the Gospel. The devil wants to bring men down to hell, and so he will
do all he can to prevent young men from hearing the Gospel of the
grace of God. With that the conversation ended, but is it not solemn
to think of large numbers of young men spending the Lord's day afternoon in cycling, and then imagining that a service on the wireless is a
substitute for public and united worship and for hearing the Gospel
of God's grace ~
WILLIAM OF ORANGE AND THE CORONATION BIBLE.
WHEN for the first time, at an English Coronation Service, the Bible
was handed to William of Orange, the then Bishop of London said to
him :-" Thus said the Lord of old to His peculiar people by the hand
of His servant Moses. When thy king sitteth upon the throne of the
kingdom he shall write him a copy of this law in a book, and it shall
be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life; that he
may learn to fear the Lord his God and to keep all the words of this law
to do them, and that he turn not aside to the right hand, nor to the
left; to the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and
his children. And accordingly afterward, when they made Jehoash
King, they not only anointed and crowned him; but they gave him
the testimony also, that is the Book of the Law of God, to be the rule
of his whole life and government. Here is wisdom; this is the royal
law; these are the lively oracles of God. Blessed is he that readeth
and they that hear the words of this Book, that keep and do the things
contained in it. For these are the words of eternal life able to make
you happy and wise in this world, nay, wise unto salvation, and so
happy for evermore, through faith which is in Christ Jesus, to Whom
be glory for ever."
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VAIN EPISCOPAL HOPES.
THE Bishop of London (Dr. Winnington Ingram) preached in St. Paul's
Cathedral on Sunday, May 9th-the Sunday preceding the Coronation
of Ring George VI.
The Morning Post of May 10th gave the following extract from his
serm;m in quotation marks :" May there not be an end at last to wars and rumours of wars? "
he asked.
" May not the world of capital and labour settle down at last in a new
spirit \If co-operation, born in the touching appeal of the Prime Minister?
" M~y not an end be found in this new reign of slums and overcrowding ana the millions wasted in drink and gambling?
" May not the Coronation bell ring out the false and ring in the true?
" I d) not doubt," he said, " that Christian England, under a Christian Kilg and Queen, with a stable Government, has a better chance
of futur.. happiness than any experiment in Europe to-day. We hail
the new reign with Christian hope. The King is a true Christian man
and the :lueen a true Christian woman."
It is, Dol doubt, pleasant for the Bishop of London to be so hopeful
of the futlre of England as his sermon suggests. But does the Word
of God ald recent history warrant such hopefulness? When the
great War broke out we were told it would be a war to end war. Yet
everything is tending towards another even more terrible catastrophe.
Does not <Ur Lord teach us that wars and rumours of wars would
characterize the whole Christian dispensation?
We were tlld that the war would introduce a new heaven and a new
earth. Yet -,he whole world is still suffering from its terrible effects.
At the ver} moment that the Bishop was preaching 27,000 bus men
were on strikl in London, and there was a threat that all the miners
would go out ln strike.
Where, too, 'tre the evidences of an end to millions being " wasted
in drink and ~ambling?" How also can the Bishop speak of a
" Christian Engand," when on the very day he was preaching, tens
of thousands, prlbably hundreds _of thousands, of the people of London
were spending th, Lord's Day in looking at the Coronation decorations,
or viewing the ~abbath-desecrating rehearsal for the Coronation?
• How different wa: the view of the late Professor Machen. He said,
"No thoughtful nan can possibly look out upon the world to-day
without observing lhat we are in the midst of a tremendous emergency.
It does seem perfetly clear to thoughtful people, whether they are
Christians or not, that humanity is standing over an abyss."(Christian Faith in tie Modern World, p. 10.)
" WITH such men as Usher, Hall, Andrews, Beveridge, as well as a
host before them the Rlmish Justification was always that one essential
departure from Gospel truth from which the whole brood of Romish
corruptions in doctrine lnd practice originated.-Bishop M'llvaine.
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CRANMER'S VIEW OF CORONATION RITES.
"THE solemn rites of coronation have their ends and utility. yet
neither direct force or necessity: they be good admonitions to put kings
in mind of their duty to God, but no increasement of their dignity. For
they be God's anointed, not in respect of the oil which the bishop "J,seth,
but in consideration of their power which is ordained, of the ,word
which is authorized, of their persons which are elected by Goe, and
endued with the gifts of His Spirit for the better ruling and guiding
of His people. The oil, if added, is but a cererrwny,. if it be wmting,
that king is yet a perfect monarch notwithstanding, and God's awinted,
as well as if he was inoiled. Now for the person or bishop thtt doth
anoint a king, it is proper to be done by the chiefest; but if they
cannot, or will not, any bishop may perform the ceremony."-(Archbishop Cranmer's Speech at the Coronation of Edward ""fI, 20th
February, 1547. See The Church Intelligence'r for June, 193'.)
Thus Cranmer believed that the Coronation rites "hav~ neither
direct force or necessity." The king holds his position inde]endently
of any anointing oil. "The oil is but a ceremony." "Tie king is
yet a perfect monarch" even if not anointed. He is the ~ower that
is, being ordained of God.
'
THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT.
" If ye be led by the Spirit ye are not under the law"
GALATIANS v. 18, 22, 23.
As Eshcol's grapes, one cluster fair,
The graces of the Spirit are,
Love, joy, and peace, this beauteous thrre ;
The topmost of the bunch we see.
Longsuffering, gentleness, combined
With goodness, faith, and meekness fint,
And temperance, too, in word and deJd,
'Gainst which there is no law, we read
EMILY T SIMMS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FJND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefuly acknowledge the
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(!totttsponbrnce.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-It is encouraging to see how eager the workers are
for books to lend to soldiers and their wives. The opportunities for
scattering books in this way is one of which we are eager to avail ourselves to the utmost, and the prayerful and practical sympathy of
lovers of truth is earnestly desired. Who can tell what a blessing
such books may be to weary souls. The word says, " In due season
we shall reap if we faint not." A lady-worker among soldiers writes,
" How very kind of you to send those very nice tracts, cards, etc., and
Books for the Library. We are so glad to lend these out, and it shall
be carefully done. The other parcel of cards, etc., we shall give to the
men. Will you remember us very specially in your prayers? for it
is very hard work fighting against Satan's wiles, but we know the
value of prayer and shall be thankful for it. Such nice fellows come
in from Camp, and we long to see them seeking God. They value the
home comforts, but we want something more. We are sorry you are
still an invalid, and hope so much that in these summer months your
health will improve" (May 29th, 1937). A Missionary to Sailors
writes, " I have this morning (May 25th, 1937) received the two parcels
of literature, for which I thank you. Although, perhaps, you are not
able to be actively engaged in the front line amongst men, yet who can
say the extent of the blessing to men that will come through the channel
of this Christian literature which you send for distribution? God will
bless it. You will be pleased to know that we are experiencing much
of God's presence in our work in the conversion of men." A friend
writes, " I am enclosing 10/- for the mission and a little personal gift
with it. Trust you are still able to carry on. May the Lord richly
bless and strengthen you so to do. He has proved His goodness to us
as a nation this past week in giving us a King who acknowledges God,
and allowing the Coronation to pass off without any untoward event.
We would not let His mercies lie forgotten in unthankfulness. May
you prove Him all-sufficient."
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4. June 2nd, 1937.

" THE whole history of the Church warns us against forgetting that
very good and sincere men may set on foot great errors--and thus
inflict an injury upon the cause of Gospel truth of which worse men
would not be capable."-Bishop M'Ilvaine.
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THE FATHER SEEKETH SUCH.
MORE than fifteen hundred years ago, there was a small boy living in
a Roman town in North Africa. Although the year of his birth was
354 instead of 1937, the world he was born into was not so very different
from ours. Little Augustine soon began to go to school, just as boys
do to-day, and the school he went to was Thagaste Grammar School.
Like many boys of this century, he liked play better than work, and
was lazy about his lessons. After he had learned (with much goading)
to read and write, he did not mind doing Latin, and quite enjoyed
reading Virgil; but that was just because Latin was his native language,
and he read it as easily as you do English. Arithmetic and Greek
he hated, because learning them meant work. Augustine had one
great advantage in starting life; he had for his mother an earnest
Christian named Monica, who" greatly hoped in God." His father
was a heathen man, often very unkind to his wife; but Monica bore
his cruelty meekly, and tried to train her little boy in the right way,
teaching him the Scriptures. So Augustine knew that there is a God
Who hears prayer, and sometimes when he had scamped his Greek and
got his sums wrong, he would pray that he might not be punished!
But God does not answer such prayers, for, of course, as Augustine
knew very well, it was his duty to learn his lessons. Looking back
on the time of childhood many years later, Augustine calls himself" so
small a boy and so great a sinner," and he mourned over those years.
However, time went on, and the change that so often happens to
growing boys and girls came over Augustine. In spite of his laziness,
he had been forced over the first drudgery of learning, and when he
was about fifteen, he began to find a delight in knowledge, and to exult
in his powers of intellect. He was really a very clever boy, and his
ambition was stirred when he found he could always do better than
the rest. His parents were both eager that he should get on, and
they contrived to send him to Carthage, which was like Oxford or
Cambridge nowadays. There he -attended lectures, studied philosophy
and all the classics, and read widely. The result of it all was that he
became puffed up with pride in his powers of intellect. Like other
young men all through the ages, his interest was aroused in the great
problems of life. He longed to understand the nature of God, the
origin of evil, the place of man in the world, and he thought he was
so clever that he would be able to solve these questions. Remembering
something of his mother's teaching, he did (in a superior sort of way)
begin to read the Scriptures, but he soon gave it up, for as he himself
described it, his "swelling pride shrank from their lowliness." He
was now about twenty, and in a very dangerous condition, because
he was trying to find God, but despising His revelation of Himself.
It was not surprising that he easily fell a prey to various heresies.
After dabbling in astrology, just as many young people meddle to-day
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with Spiritualism, Augustine got mixed up with a set of people called
Manichees, who taught many strange doctrines contrary to Scripture.
All this was a great grief to Monica, who was always longing and
yearning that her son might be brought to know God. She was now
a widow, and it seems as if her whole being was consumed with desire
for her son's conversion. If anyone knew what it was to pray without
ceasing, it was Monica. Once she asked a minister to reason with
Augustine about his errors, but the good man refused, thinking it was
better that the boy should find out his mistakes for himself. Poor
Monica was very disappointed, and went on urging him to help her
"with intreaties and many tears," till at last the pastor, "a little
displeased at her importunity, said' (*0 thy ways, and God bless thee,
for it is not possible that the son of these tears should perish.''' She was
somewhat comforted by this, and went on praying.
About this time Augustine became a lecturer and tutor in Carthage;
but the students were very wild and disorderly, and when he heard
of a vacancy in Rome, he was glad to accept it. All the time he was
restless and unhappy, seeking for truth, but avoiding Him Who is the
Truth. In his longing for satisfaction and rest, he tasted many forbidden pleasures; and his soul was never at ease, seeking peace and
finding none. But God had loved Augustine with an everlasting love,
and even now with loving-kindness He was drawing him. For the
next step was to take him to Milan, where he had been recommended
as a teacher of rhetoric; and it was there that Augustine came under
the influence of Ambrose the Preacher. Ambrose was a great and
good man, who preached Christ, in Whom " dwelleth all the fulness
of the Godhead bodily"; and Augustine, as he listened to his sermons,
began at last to think that there was something to be said for orthodox
Christianity. This led him to study the Scriptures again, but in a
new way-humbly and meekly, as one who was willing to lay aside his
brilliant scholarship. And now as the Holy Spirit worked in his
heart, He showed to Augustine the awful bondage in which he was held
by sin. His soul struggled and writhed in agony; he wanted to throw
off his chains, but he was fast b~und in misery and iron. And all the
time the faithful Monica cried unto her God.
There came a day when Augustine could bear his agony no longer.
It happened that a man, high in office in the Emperor's court, called
on Augustine, and happened to pick up a book lying on a table. It
was a volume of Paul's Epistles, and the courtier was delighted to find
it on Augustine's table, for he himself was a Christian. He began at
once to talk of the God that doeth wonders, and as Augustine listened,
he became deeply moved, and rushed out into the garden with the
book in his hand. Sitting down as far as possible from the house in
a tumult of misery, he broke down completely before the Lord, weeping
and praying, crying upon God to deliver him from the chain of his
sins. Just then he heard a child's voice from a neighbouring house,
chanting a sort of refrain, " Tolle, lege,. tolle, lege" (which is Latin for
"Take and read "). Augustine's attention was instantly fixed;
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something seemed to teach him that this was a command from God.
He got up, checking his tears, and opened the book at the thirteenth
chapter of Romans, and his eye fell on the last two verses. He read
no further; instantly, light flashed into his soul, and he was at peace.
God had brought home his banished one.
I have no more space to tell you of the joy and thankfulness of
Monica, nor of the great services of Augustine to the church of Christ
through all ages. But children, are you seeking God ~ Go on seeking.
And mothers, are you praying for your Bons ~ Go on praying. For
"all that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that
cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out."
DAMARIS.

THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST.
"BEHOLD the Lamb, with glory crowned!
To Him all power is given;
No place too high for Him is found,
No place too high in heaven.
"He fills the throne, the throne above;
He fills it without wrong;
The object He of angels' love,
The theme of angels' song.
"With faces veiled you seraphs bright
Upon His glory gaze;
Not seraphs could endure the light,
The full resplendent bla;ze.
"Though high,
His people
The faintest,
Will reach

yet He accepts the praise
offer here;
feeblest cry they raise,
the Saviour's ear.

"Well may His people then be found
Transported with the sight;
To see the Lamb with glory crowned,
Must yield them sweet delight.
"This song be ours, and this alone,
That celebrates the name
Of Him that sits upon the throne,
And that exalts the Lamb.
"To Him Whom men despise and slight,
To Him be glory given;
The crown is His, and His by right,
The highest place in heaven."
(Thomas Kelly.)
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l!Jrote£,tant 113eacon.
WANTS OF THE TIMES.
By BISHOP J. C. RYLE.
FIRST and foremost the times require of us a bold and unflinching maintenance of the entire truth of Christianity, and the Divine authority of the
Bible.
Our lot is cast in an age of abounding unbelief, scepticism, and, I fear
I must add, infidelity. Never, perhaps, since the days of Celsus,
Porphyry, and Julian, was the truth of revealed religion so openly and
unblushingly assailed, and never was the assault so speciously and
plausibly conducted. The words which Bishop Butler wrote in 1736
are curiously applicable to our own days :-" It is come to be taken
for granted by many persons, that Christianity is not even a subject of
inquiry; but that it is now at length discovered to be fictitious. And,
accordingly, they treat it as if, in the present age, this was an agreed
point among all people of discernment, and nothing remained but
to set it up as a principal subject of mirth and ridicule, as it were by
way of reprisals for its having so long interrupted the pleasures of the
world." (Butler's Analogy, Introduction.) I often wonder what the
good Bishop would have now said, if he had lived in the present day.
In reviews, magazines, newspapers, lectures, essays, and sometimes
even in sermons, scores of clever writers are incessantly waging war
against the very foundations of Christianity. Reason, science, geology,
anthropology, modern discoveries, free thought, are all boldly asserted
to be on their side. No educated person, we are constantly told now-adays, can really believe supernatural religion, or the plenary inspiration
of the Bible, or the possibility of miracles. Such ancient doctrines as
the Trinity, the deity of Christ, the personality of the Holy Spirit, the
atonement, the obligation of the Sabbath, the necessity and efficacy of
prayer, the existence of the devil, and the reality of future punishment,
are quietly put on the shelf as useless old almanacs, or contemptuously
thrown overboard as lumber, and- all this is done so cleverly, and with
such an appearance of candour and liberality, and with such compliments to the capacity and nobility of human nature, that multitudes
of unstable Christians are carried away as by a flood, and become
partially unsettled, if they do not make complete shipwreck of faith.
The existence of this plague of unbelief must not surprise us for a
moment. It is only an old enemy in a new dress, an old disease in a
new form. Since the day when Adam and Eve fell, the devil has never
ceased to tempt men not to believe God, and has said, directly or
indirectly, "Ye shall not die even if you do not believe." In the
latter days especially we have warrant of Scripture for expecting an
abundant crop of unbelief :-" When the Son of man cometh, shall
He find faith on the earth 1" "Evil men and seducers shall wax
worse and worse." " There shall come in the last days scoffers."
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(Luke xviii. 8; 2 Tim. iii. 13; 2 Peter iii. 3.) Here in England scepticism is that natural rebound from semi-popery and superstition, which
many wise men have long predicted and expected. It is precisely
that swing of the pendulum which far-sighted students of human
nature looked for; and it has come.-(Holiness, Its Nature, Etc.,
by the late Bishop J. C. Ryle, pp. 412 to 414.)

ll{ebLcllls anll flotices of 15oots.
"WHAT IS THE WORLD COMING To?" Price 4d. (G. H. Fromow,
9 Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick, London, WA.)
This is the Report of the recent Conference at Highgate Road
Chapel, London, convened by the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony.
Pastors John Wilmot, and E. J. Poole-Connor, Mr. E. Bendor Samuel,
and Pastor Charles Fisher and others contributed answers to the above
important question.
Is BRITISH-IsRAELISM CONTRARY TO THE GOSPEL? By Herman
Newmark. Pp. 11. Price Id.; 1/- a hundred post free.
(Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, 9 Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick,
London, W.4.)
This is the fourth edition of this excellent pamphlet. The author is
himself a converted Jew, and he has no sympathy with the Anglo-Israelite
theory. He says, "The British-Israel theory is undoubtedly one
of the latter day delusions . . . against which God's elect are warned
so solemnly in Holy Scripture."
THE VATICAN IS BRITAIN'S ENEMY. Pp. 24. Price 2td., post free.
(Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
We are glad that a second edition of this excellent pamphlet is called
for. The need for such carefully-written pamphlets as this is indeed
great. The British public need to have their eyes opened to the true
and dangerous character of the papacy.

WE recently read in a professed Evangelical tract what was called" a
delightful story." The writer told of a little girl saying that her father
said: "If we are very good we shall go to live with Him (Christ) one
day." What is this but justification by works, salvation through
human goodness? the very doctrine against which our great Reformers
protested. "We are justified by Faith only." "We are accounted
righteous before God, only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ by faith, and not for our own works or deservings."-EDITOR,
G.M.

