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A PRAYER FOR THE LORD'S INHERITANCE.
"Save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance: feed them also,
and lift them 'up for ever."-PSALM xxviii. 9.

DAVID' begins this Psalm by praying for himself;' and he concludes
it by praying for GOD'S people generally. Intercessory prayer for
the LORD'S family in general is plainly taught by our LORD in the
prayer commonly called" The LORD'S Prayer," and the apostle
says, "Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
SPIRIT, and watching thereunto with all p~rseverance and supplication for all saints" (Eph. vi. 18).. The sympathies of believers
should extend to .'all their fellow-believers. This is one of the
ways in which love to the brethren is manifested.
In the prayer offered by David he says, "Save Thy people,
and bless Thine inheritance: feed them also, a'nd lift them up
for, ever." No doubt he had specially in mind the people of
Israel. The LORD had chosen them to be "a special people unto
Himself" (Deut. vii. 6). But they were typical of all the Israel
of GOD. Thus the fourfold prayer may rightly be offered on
behalf of all the people of GOD scattered throughout the earth.
1. First, we, have a prayer for the Divine salvation of GOD'S
people.
.:'
,GOD'S people may be divided into two companies-the called
~nd the uncalled.'
,
"
. a. T~e . LORD'S people' 'who: havealre~dy been .effectually called
need' Divine' Salvation.'
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They are already saved from the penalty which their sins deserve.
By faith in the blood and righteousness of their LORD and SAVIOUR
- they are justified freely by GOD'S grace through the redemption
which is in CHRIST JESUS. But they are in daily need of salvation
from the power of the world, 'the flesh, and the devil. They are
never out of spiritual danger. There is daily and constant need
of watchfulness and prayer. Quite easily they may give way to
temptations proceeding from the world around them, the flesh
within them, and from the devil, who, as a roaring lion, walketh
about seeking whom he may devour. How humbly 'ought we to
walk ,in view ,of our proneness to sin! How dependent on our
Divine SAVIOUR'S keeping power we need to be at all times, lest
in any way we sin. What tender consciences we need to have
lest we do what we ought not to do, or leave undone what we ought,
to do.
Then, how often we need saving from trials. Many are the
afHictions of the righteous. It is only the L~RD Who " delivereth
him out of them all." The LORD knew we should need His saving
power. "Hence He said, Call upon Me in the day of trouble:
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me" (Ps. 1. 15).
What a comfort to know that we may cry unto Him in our
distresses and that His ear will be open to our prayers.
How good it is, too, that we should include in our prayers for
His saving power all the people of GOD outside our own immediate
circle.
b. The LORD'S people not yet called need Divine salvation.
He has such a people. He is visiting the Gentiles "to take
out of them a people for His Name" (Acts xv. 14). These people
are scattered in all lands" in India, Burma, China, Japan, Africa,
and other parts of the earth. It would be well if we remembered
more than we do that GOD'S people are not all Englishmen. The
people whom He has chosen in CHRIST are" of all nations, and
kindreds, and people, and tongues" (Rev. vii. 9). They are not
merely the handful of people who gather for worship in English
Churches and Chapels.
Our sympathies, therefore, need to go out in prayer for the
people GOD may graciously call from amongst all the nations' of
the earth. Our' LORD thought of them all when He said, "Other
,
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sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring,
and they shall hear My voice; and there shall be one fold (flock),
~nd one SHEPHERD" (John x. 16).
These people of GOD are dead in sin, and absolutely helpless
to save themselves, but we are bidden to preach the Gospel to
them, and GOD graciously makes His Gospel" the power of GOD
unto salvation to everyone that believeth," and in His mercy
He bestows saving faith on the objects of His choice.
To Him then, we need to . cry for the salvation of His uncalled
people.
" Salvation is of the LORD." Hence our cry should be, "save
Thy people." We need to imitate GOD'S servant Paul, who said,
"Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to GOD for Israel is, .
that they might be saved" (Rom. x. 1).
. What room there. is for more practical and prayerful sympathy
for the millions who are destitute ·of Gospel privileges, that GOD
in His mercy may display His saving power amongst them. It
is for us to preach the Gospel to them either in person or by
representatives, and to cry to the GOD of salvation to put forth
His saving and quickening power.
2. Secondly, we have a prayer for Divine blessing on Gob's people.
"Bless Thine inheritance." Moses said of Israel, "Yet they
are Thy people and Thine ~heritance" (Deut. ix. 29).
The LORD'S people are His possession. They belong to Him,
and He takes pleasure in them. "Bless Thine inheritance," is
David's prayer. The LORD has already blessed them "with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in CHRIST," but they are in
daily need of His blessing.
They need comfort. How much there is to sadden their hearts
at home and abroad. What awful things are happening in the
world! But He is "the FATHER of mercies and the GOD of all
comfort." 0 bless Thine inheritance with comfort. Enable Thy
people to hide themselves under the shadow of Thy wings.
They need strength. What a feeble folk we are in ourselves,
but "He giveth power to the faint."
They need courage. How timid some of us are, but He can
enable us to encourage ourselves in the LORD our GOD.
They need peace of mind amid all the disturbances of the world,
-
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and we'read, ,'''The 'LoRDwiU give strength: 'unto , His peQple;
the LORD will bless 'His people with peace " (Ps. xxix. 11). '
What a precious promise is given in the words, "Thou, LORD,
wilt bless the' righteous; with favour ,wilt Thou compass him as
','
with a shield" {Ps. v. 12)." ';
Let our cry go up, then, unto Him for 'ourselves, and for all
His people, "Bless Thine inheritance." , Oompass them with Thy
favour. Oheer; them in loneliness; comfort them in distress,
strengthen them' jn weakness, maKe ,them strong and ,courageous,
and may Thy peace which passeth all understanding guard their
hearts and minds in CHRIST JESUS. They are poor and needy,
but do Thou; graciously' think lipon them.'
, 3. Thirdly; we: have a prayer that GOD may feed His people~
"Feed them also." This· word, "feed" is used, of the care
which a shepherd take's of his, flock. ",We read of David that he
went" to feed his father's sheep at' Bethlehem" (1 Same xvii. 15).
The same word; is used of the' LORD'S' Shepherd care for His
people. " He shall feed His 'flock like a'shepherd: He shall gather
the lambs with 'His' arm, and carry them in' His bosom, and shall
gently lead those that are with young " (Isa. xl. 11).
Well; the LORD'S sheep need His Shepherd care., A picture of
that Shepherd 'care is given in the Twenty-third Psalm. Under
the guidance of the Divine, Shepherd His' people ,are made to lie
down in the green' pastures of His: Word.They are led beside
the refreshing streams of His grace. : He- restoreth their souls and
leadeth them' in the paths of righteousness for His Name's: sake.
Their cup of blessings at times "'runneth over," and" goodness
and mercy" follow them at all times. "
.' 'For these and sllchblessings 'we pray when we say, "Feed
them' also."
'4. Lastly, we have a 'prayer that the LORD may lift up His people
for ever.
',
The words may be translated, "Bear them up for ever." The
same word is used, in the Ninety-first Psalm, ", They shall bear
thee up in their hands" (verse 12). :
It is used by; Moses of the LORD'S care of His people in ,the
wilderness. "In, the wilderness, thou hast seen' how that',the
LORD thy GOD'bdre 'thee" as',:a 'man doth bear' his 'son" in all
, I
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the way that ye went, until ye came into this place" (Deut. i. 31).
As a father doth carry his son, so the LORD doth bear or carry
His people.
Again Moses says, "The LORD'S portion is His people: J acob
is the lot of His inheritance. .He found him in a desert land,
and in the waste howling wilderness ; He led him about, He
instructed him, He kept him as the apple of His eye.· As an eagle"
stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young,· spreadeth abroad
her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings:. so the LO:RD
alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him"
(Deut. xxxii. 9-12).
With the. same tenderness and care with which the parent eagle
beareth her young, so the LORD beareth His people. He says,
" I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver
you" (Isa. xlvi. 4).
So we pray, "Bear up Thy people for ever·." Leave them not
to themselves. With parental tenderness and love bear up, carry,
and care for rhy poor helpless people. Let them daily experience,
and always experience, Thy upholding power and tender compassion.
Let, then, our constant prayer for ourselves and for all· the
saints of GOD in all parts of the earth, be, "Save Thy people,
ap.d bless Thine inheritance: feed them also, and lift them· up
for ever:'
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas H oughton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

yourselves to a serious meditation every morning. Freshairing our souls in heaven will engender in us purer spirits and nobler
tnoughts. A morning seasoning will secure us for all the day."Stephen Charnock.
" ACCUSTOM

is much use made in the presen~ day of the word' holy.'
Our ears are wearied with 'holy church,' and' holy baptism,' and
, holy days,' and' holy water,' and' holy services,' and 'holy priests' ;
but one thing is a thousand times more important-and that· is, to
be made a really holy man by the Spirit. We must be made partakers
of the Divine nature while we are alive: we must sow to the Spirit,
if we would ever reap life everlasting. (2 Peter i.4:; Gal. vi. 8.)"(Bishop J. C. Ryle.)
..
.
.
"THERE
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STAND STILL, AND CONSIDER.
"Consider how great things He hath done for you."·
(1 SAMUEL xii. 24.)

· ONE of the sins of Israel was a failure to stand still and consider
all that the Lord had done for them. God had nourished and
brought them up, but they had rebel~ed against Him. They
failed to consider how graciously He had dealt with them. " The
ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib; but'Israel
doth not know, My people dothnot consider" (Isa. i. 2, 3).
There came a time in their history when their rebellion against.
the Lord led them to say to Samuel, "Nay, but a king shall reign
over us." They wanted to be like the ungodly nations around
them. . The Lord their God was their King, but they wanted a
human and a visible king. They wanted to be conformed more
to the world around them. A similar spirit manifests itself among
professing Christians. They get discontented with the work of
God being carried out on thoroughly spiritual lines. Their minister
endeavours to encourage spirituality of worship, aI).d spiritual
. methods of obtaining money for the Lord's work, but they see
around them Churches with surpliced and unconverted choirs, and
musical services. They see that concerts, whist-drives, and
bazaars, are resorted to, so as to obtain money for the Lord's
work. They note how all sorts of methods are adopted to extract
money from the pockets of all sorts of people. The world is
appealed to; to help the Church to do its work. Many professing
Christians say, "Let us do as other Churches and Chapels do.
If we are to attract the young we must· abandon the old spiritual
ways of the apostles. We must have more outward display, something to see in the shape of flowers, vegetables, banners, and
processions. Let us be like the other Churches." It does not
occur .to them that other Churches have drifted away from apostolic
methods and teaching.
It grieved Samuel to hear the 'people desiring a king when the
Lord their God was their King. The Lord, however, despite their
$in, directed Samuel to hearken to their voice. Accordingly a king

"'"
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was chosen, and they gathered together.· to Gilgal, "and there
they made Saul king." (See 1 Same viii. 5-9, 19, 20; xi. 14, 15;
xii. 12.)
It was on this occasion that Samuel addressed the nation and
bade them' stand still that he might reason with them. before the
Lord of all the righteous acts which He did to them and to their
fathers. He reminded. them how the Lord had brought them
out of Egypt and made them to dwell in the land of Canaan.
Oftentimes they had sinned against Him, and He had chastised
them, but in answer to their prayers He had often displayed Bis
delivering power on their behalf. Now they had sinned again in
asking fora king, and thus rejecting their Divine King. Samuel
impressed upon them that their wickedness was indeed great, and
a momentary penitence was .manifested. Despite their sin, he
assured them that the Lord would not abandon them. He had
made them His people, unworthy· though they were, and He
. would not now cast them off, though they deserved to be cast off.
Samuel himself would still pray for them and teach them the
good and the right way. "Only," he said, "fear the Lord, and
serve Him in truth with all your heart: for consider how great
things He hath done for you" (see 1 Same xii.).
The people of Israel are a type of all the Israel of God, the
Church which He purchased with His Own blood. We, who,
through infinite grace, are members of that Church, need often
to consider how great things He hath done for us.
Let us endeavour now to stand still and consider some of the
great things He hath done for us.
1. First let us consider that He hath chosen us to be His people.
To us it can be said, as well as to Israel, "Thou art an holy
people unto the Lord thy God; the Lord thy God hath chosen
thee to be a special people unto Himself, above all people that are
upon the face of the earth" (Deut. vii. 6).
" Do you believe in election ? " people ask. We answer, There
is no choice in the matter. If we believe the Bible we must believe
in election. The people of Israel were an elect people, and the
Church of God is composed of members who were chosen in Christ
before the foundation of the world. They are a predestinated,
called, and justified people. They are the elect people of God.
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(See Eph. i. 4; Rom. viii. 29~30; 1 Thess. i.· 4; 2 Thess. ii. 13.)
Are you a member of the Church of England? If so, read
Article XVII at the end of your Prayer Book, which is entitled,
"Of Predestination and Election," and remember that all the
Bishops and Clergy have declared theirasseIit to that Article.
,But are you a living member of the Church of God? If so,
consider what an immense, what a great and unspeakable mercy
it is that God hath elected or chosen you to be one of His people.
We were no better than others. We deserved hell, but He chose
us to be inhabitants of heaven. Surely here is something meriting
our consideration. He might have passed us by, but, oh, the mercy
that He did not do so! He set His love upon us, guilty sinners
_ though we are, and wrote our names in the Lamb's Book of Life,
and arranged for our eternal salvation. How can we ever thank
Him enough?
" He loved me not for my desert;
(I merited His hate ;)
Nor shall the love a period know,
Which never knew a date."
(Toplady.)
..

.

.

.

2. Secondly, conside~· that He has redeemed us from the curse of
the law.

Here is another great. thing which He hath done. We had
transgressed His law and were unworthy of the least mercy~
The wages of our sin was death-spiritual, temporal, and eternal;
but. God, against Whom we had sinned, sent ,.forth His only
begotten and eternal and well-beloved Son to redeem us from the
·curse of the law, by being made a curse for us. Here is unfathomable love. Here is a fact which would never· have entered our
minds had it not. been revealed. To rescue us from hell, God so
loved us that He spared not His Own Son, but delivered Him up
for us all,. and His Son, out of love to us His elect people, willingly
and voluntarily came down to redeem us by His precious· blood.
The length and breadth and height and depth of redeeming love
can never be fully fathomed by us.
"He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.. ":

.. r
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,The power of that' blood is such that we, rightly sing :-' ,
" Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose -its power, '
Till, all the ransomed Church, of God
Be saved to sin no more."

o consider what a great thing the Lord did for His people when
He really redeemed them with the blood of the everlasting Covenant.
We can never' refer to this great thing too often or consider it
too much. Had He not given His life a ransom for many, they
had been in hell for ever.
" Oh! for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues·
The Saviour's praises speak."
(Watts.)
, 3. Thirdly, consider that He has regenerated and iustified us. '
,We were dead in: sin and cared for none ' of these things. We
had no consciousness of our' sinfulness and of oUr peril. Under
the power of the devil we were walking in the broad road which
issues in eternal exclusion from God and heaven. But, God in
rich mercy quickened and regenerated us. He awakened us to
a sense of sin. He revealed to us the Lamb of God as our Sinbearer, and He brought us to trust in His blood and righteousness,
and assured us that He would remember our sins against us no
more. Thus being justified by faith, we had peace with God
through the Lord Jesus Christ. What a great thing this is !' 0
consider it and praise Him for His quickening and saving grace.
4. Fourthly, consider that He has been our Guide, Keeper, and
Provider, in all the iourney of life.
What a great thing this is. How ignorant we are in ourselves.
How often we have to say with Jehoshaphat, "Neither know we
what to do: but our eyes ate upon Thee'" (2 Chron. xx. 12).
When the Lord brought Israel out of Egypt He "went before
them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and
by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and
night. He took not away the pillar of the, cloud by day, nor the
pillar of fire by night, from'before the people " (Exod. xiii., 21, 22)~
He was their constant Guide.. He led them about, He instructed
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them, He kept them as the apple of His eye. He delivered them
from their enemies and supplied all their needs, feeding them with
manna from heaven and water out of the rock.
Is it not also true of the pilgrims to the heavenly Canaan to-day,
that the Lord has always been their Guide, their Keeper, and
their Provider ~ As they look back on their past they are compelled to acknowledge that He led them forth by the right way.
He held up their goings in "His paths and He has supplied their
manifold needs. If their faith has faltered He has said to them"
"Consider" the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which
neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how
much more are ye better than the fowls ~ "
Again He has said to them, " Consider the lilies how they grow;
they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon
in all His glory was not arrayed like one of these. If then God
so clothe the grass, which is' to-day in the field, and to-morrow
is cast into the oven; how much more will He clothe you, 0 ye
of little faith ~" (Luke xii. 24, 27, 28.)
Have we not found that" no good thing will He withhold from
them that walk uprightly" ~
How often we need to stand still and consider how great things
He hath done for us. Such consideration will make us conscious
of our unworthiness. The recollection of His mercies will deepen
in us a sense of failure in gratitude and failure in whole-hearted
devotion to His service. "Only fear the Lord, and serve Him
in truth with all your heart: for consider (note the words) how
great things He hath done for you." The recollection of all His
manifold mercies will melt our hearts and lead us to pray that
we may have grace whereby we may serve Him with more reverence and godly fear.
"When all Thy mercies, 0 my God,
My rising soul surveys;
Transported with the view, I'm lost
In wonder, love, and praise ! "
THE EDITOR.

" THE two methods of justification cannot be united. They are as
inconsistent as wages and a free gift. If of works, it is not of grace ;
and if of grace, it is not of works."-(Dr. C. Hodge.)
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WELLSPRINGS.

" Thou hast also given me the shield of Thy salvation ,. and Thy right
hand hath holden me up, and Thy gentleness hath made me great."PSALM xviii. 35.
" THE great secret," wrote dear Dr. Hawker, in his commentary, " of
religion is to know how to use the Lord Jesus for all things, and to
consider our wants, be they what they may, as only affording the
better opportunity for the communication of His fulness. Carnal men
may sometimes speak of God's works, for His providencesare so
plain and striking, as to. compel them to do it. But gracious men
sing of God Himself." And someone else has said that the child of
God under His affiictive hand, should" seek to get out of the affiiction
all the blessing the Lord has put in it for them."
Thus, David is here testifying that amid all his trials (and they
were many, trying, and humbling) how his God had worked all for
his good and to His own glory; gone before him as the shield of his
salvation; held him up by His right hand, and made him" great"
by His "gentlenes~.." It is with the last sentence of our verse I
desire to meditate upon at this time. "Thy gentleness hath made me
great," or, as Coverdale translates it, "Thy loving correction hath
made me great," and another marginal rendering beautifully expresses
what the correcting hand of the heavenly Father effects for His child,
" With Thy meekness Thou hast multiplied me." Hannah was in this
sweet secret when she prayed and rejoiced. "The Lord maketh poor,
and maketh rich; He bringeth down and He lifteth up" (1 Sam.
ii. 7). This truth David re-echoed (as indeed every child of God has
cause to), "I was brought low. and He helped me." It is ever in
due time, in the Lord's own time and way, that His" brought low"
ones will be lifted up and exalted, not in themselves, .but to glory
in the God of Israel, Who says, "I am the Lord thy God which teacheth
thee to profit" (Isa. xlviii. 17). He lays affiiction upon us, to teach us
what we are in and of ourselves, and what the" afterward" of sanctified
tria.l shall yield us to our unspeakable mercy and His everlasting
praIse.
The Psalm from which our text is taken gives us in the heading,
that it was sung in the day that the Lord delivered David from the
hand of all his enemies and from Saul. And the Psalmist recalls his
many dangers and escapes from the cruel and treacherou,s hand of
his enemy, ·and speaks to the Lord in praise welling up from his heart,
that He is to be loved for His being His servant's strength, rock,
fortress, deliverer, buckler, horn of salvation, and high tower. And
now in musing on the part which included all those wondrous deliverances and blessed experiences, in resting from all that fugitive life,
that constant hiding from the enemy and being hunted .as a partridge

.
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upon the mountains, he is enjoying a measure of peace. He is brought
forth" into a large place" and deliv~red, " because He delighteth in
me." The Psalmist is reviewing all these dealings of his God with
_ him, tracing the mercies which have followed him up all those days
and preserved him when calamities threatened to overthrow and
e~gulf him, and he says in adoring gratitude and praise," Thy gentleness hath made me great." "Thou hast so far stooped to my meanness
as to advance me to this high honour, or,. by Thy humbling me, Thou
hast magnified me according to Thy Word (1 Peter v. 6; Prov. xv. 33) "
(Trapp).
This Psalm is indeed a triumphant song; and it is emphasized of
the Holy Spirit as being repeated; for we find it almost word for
word in 2 Samuel xxii. We do well, therefore, to take heed to it,
ponder it, and repeat its praises in our songs of thanksgiving. It is
a Psalm which follows up many a battle. It is a song of victory.
It is a rest after conflict. It is rich in inscribing all the glory to the
God of His people's salvation. It 'is Thy salvation, Thy right hand,
and Thy gentleness of which David tells.
Oh, child of God, what riches are thine ! What a God is yours !
What in and through Christ Jesus can He withhold from you ~ Oh,
for more constant and abiding faith, not to quarrel with our God's
discipline, His necessary chastenings, His winnowing of our path, His
cross laid upon us, His choice for us, whatever that be of " a thorn
in the flesh," a messenger of Satan to buffet and humble us. It is
all meted and measured out for us. It is all controlled by that
tender, gracious, and all-powerful hand, "thus far and no further."
Satan cannot stir a hair-breadth beyond that Divine limitation. All
your trials and mine, children of God, are measured out for us, and
all come in mercy and do their appointed work. Without them,
pride would not stoop, nor would His children know what is within
them of everything that is heinous and hateful and sinful and contrary
to their God. I t is by His "loving correction" we are brought to
see ourselves and what we are without Him. And to what high
honour does He thus call His children! What is the Holy Spirit's
aim in all the humbling lesson, so painful to flesh and blood, to which
He calls His people to suffer ~ The great Apostle of the Gentiles
will give us the reply, "Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus" (Phi!. ii. 5-8). And when you have read that sacred
portion, my beloved reader, if I mistake not, you will be down on
your knees and prostrating your heart before Him, confessing the
hardness of your heart, the hateful pride of your nature, and the
unhumbling, unbending will of self which so wars against your
renewed nature. And as you think of Him, the Lord of life and
glory, as Jesus meek and gentle upon earth, enduring for you all
that He did of ignominy, reproach, and shame, the tears must flow
from your melted, moved heart, that He suffered all this for you,
and that through His gentleness you are made great. His meekness
has '. multiplied you.

'I
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Will you not, then, seek more and more the grace of meekness ~
Will you not desire daily to humble yourself under-Ris mighty hand ~
Will you not seek tha~ sweet grace of the Spirit which amidst the
cluster of rich fruit shines so conspicuously to His glory ~ "The fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy peace longsuffering, gentleness," etc. (Gal.
v. 22). Thrice blessed is he who in the Spirit of his Lord and Master,
is enabled to meet the brunts of the way, the crushing taunts of the
enemy, and the humbling of pride and self by seeking the help of Him,
the Meek and Lowly One.
The Apostle Paul could testify of this grace given him when he
wrote to his Thessalonian brethren, " But we were gentle among you,
even as a nurse cherisheth her children" (1 Thess. ii. 7), and again
in exhortation he enjoins his beloved son in the faith, Timothy, to
"be gentle unto all men" (2 Tim. ii. 24). And to Titus, another
of his " sons in the common faith," he writes that they who teach
and exhort and rebuke, be "gentle, showing all meekness unto all
men." And James likewise testifies of the heavenly wisdom which
is from above and works purity, peaceableness, and gentleness in the
hearts of the children of the Living God (James iii. 17).
Oh, who would not seek to obtain unto ever so small but gracious
attainment of gentleness, a priceless fruit of the Holy Spirit! True,
it may be brought you by the way of fiery trial and a thorny path,
out of the furnace of affliction, and through fire and water, and much
painful humbling; but you will not quarrel with the way He has
been pleased to lead you and you will not (by preserving grace) question
the why and wherefore and needs-be of this and that trial which in
His infinite wisdom, He has seen necessary to bring upon you. If
in His amazing love and the riches of His grace He has thus dealt
with you and not left you to your own wayward will and way, but
made His work in you to yield something of "the peaceable fruits
of righteousness," and melted you at His feet and drawn you closer
to Himself to rejoice in the meekness and gentleness of Him Who
has put up with all your froward, unbecoming ways,you will long
increasingly for more and more of that "gentleness." which alone
makes· His children " great."
On the wall in my bedroom hangs a sweet little poem which more
often than not is turned into a prayer whereby the Lord's unworthy
servant may glorify Him in her daily walk and witness. The lines
are these:" Give me Thy gift of gentleness, most gentle Lord!
For when with fevered, aching brow I lay
Wide-eyed, so oft, from night to break of day,
And learned my frailty-this I learned no less,
How yearns the tired heart just for gentleness.
And this rememb'ring, Lord, I ask Thee much,
That Thou wilt give to me the gentle touch,
To smooth the sufferer, and to bring again
Some solace sweet across the path of pain.

1
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" Give me Thy gift of gentleness, most gentle Lord!
For ",hen the way was rough, and darkly black,
The clouds of sorrow hung about life's track,
Till tears and anguish seemed my double part,
It was Thy gentleness that healed my heart !
And there are others-walking weary years
With bleeding feet, the stony track of tears.
Oh, make me gentle, Lord; through me express
The healing grace of Thine Own gentleness ! "
(Norah E. Eley.)

R.

.THE BRITISH PRESS AND THE LORD'S DAY.
IN a review of .A. Mighty Report on the British Press, the writer states
that" Great Britain has twelve million families, and the number of
newspapers now sold every morning is about thirteen millions. On
Sundays the total circulation is about fifteen millions, and evening
newspapers sell nearly seven millions more, without mentioning the
sales of 3119 different magazines and periodicals."
This shows that most people in Great Britain take care to supply
themselves daily with a newspaper of some kind. If they read nothing
else they read the newspaper.
Two sad facts maybe noticed.
The first is that Bible reading is admittedly largely neglected in
British homes. The Bible is being crowded out, that volume which
alone is able to make men wise unto salvation, through faith which
is in Christ Jesus. .The newspaper seems to be largely preferred.
The second awfully sad fact is that the Divine command to remember
to keep holy the Sabbath day is very largely set at nought.
There can be no doubt that much that is morally unhealthy is
contained in some of our newspapers which are read on week days,
but whatever may be said of some week day newspapers it is appalling
to read that on Sundays the total circulation of newspapers is about
fifteen millions. No ,wonder that Churches and Chapels are largely
empty. Those who purchase and read Sunday newspapers are not
likely to have much relish for the Word of God.
What about real Christians and Sunday newspapers 1 We cannot
say whether all real Christians are guiltless in this matter, but we
remember being grieved one Lord's Day, during the War, after morning service, by' seeing through our window in Bath, an unknown
clergyman purchasing a Sunday newspaper.
The example of the godly women who beheld the sepulchre, and
how our Lord's body was laid, needs to be kept in mind and followed
by the Lord's people to-day. They" rested the Sabbath day according
to the commandment" (Luke xxiii. 56).
We need minds wholly content to be without all secular news on
the Lord's Day, whether that news is conveyed by newspapers or by
any other means.

The Gospel Magazine
Sermon~

291

anb N ottf.' of Serntons.

THE ETHIOPIAN TREASURER AND THE
EVANGELIST PHILIP.
(ACTS viii. 26-40.)
A SERMON BY THE LATE ADOLPH SAPHIR, D.D.

f

ONE day, as our blessed Saviour returned from Judea to Galilee,
He passed through Samaria, and at Jacob's Well He led a poor,
ignorant, and guilty woman to the fountain of living water; and
as He looked at the fields and saw them white already for the harvest,
He thought of another harvest not far off, when, after His suffering
and ascension, and the outpouring of the Spirit, the Gospel of the
Kingdom would be accepted by many humble and joyous hearts.
Two days He remained in that city of Samaria, and many believed
in Him.
Only a few years· had passed, and wonderful events had taken
place in Jerusalem. There the Lamb of God was led to the slaughter,
there the Lion of the Tribe of Judah rose victorious from the grave,
and there, on the day of Pentecost, the Spirit of God descended and
thousands were converted and brought to life eternal. The apostles
began to preach at Jerusalem; but it was the will of God that they
should preach the Word to all nations; and therefore the tempest
of persecution arose and the disciples were scattered, that the Name
of Jesus, as precious ointment poured forth, might fill the whole
earth with its heavenly fragrance. Then Philip the Evangelist went
down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ, and the people
with one accord gave heed to his message and there was great joy
in that city. "How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of
him thatbringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace! "
And the word of the Lord came unto Philip, " Arise, and go toward
the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza~
that is desert." A strange command! To leave the populous city,
where crowds listened eagerly to the preaching of Divine truth, and
to go to a desolate and desert place! To leave his useful work-the
multitude of eager listeners, of anxious inquirers, of young converts,
so dependent on him for guidance and instruction-and to go, whither?
Where he could see no prospect of usefulness. But it is for the Lord
to command and send, for the messenger to obey and go: it is a
blessed thing to have a heavenly Master and an infallible Guide, and
to know that in obeying Him we are safe, for His is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory.
. The Meeting•
. And now imagine Philip on the lonely road, thinking and waiting.
He looks around him-in the distance he sees a chariot. Doubtless
a man of riches and wealth is approaching. "How hardly shall they
20
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that be rich enter into the Kingdom of God!" The chariot comes
nearer. ' He perceives that it is not an Israelite, but a Gentile, an
Ethiopian, one who belongs to a race sunk in darkness and idolatry.
_ He is a descendant of Ham, the father of Canaan the cursed (Gen.
x. 6), and likewise connected with Nimrod (Gen. x. 8), the first founder
of the ungodly empires of the world. His name points at a total
and special alienation from all that is acceptable to God, even to
a degree beyond that of other Gentiles (Amos ix. 7). But the Spirit
said unto him, "Go and join thyself to this chariot." What a
wonderful meeting is this! An .evangelist, directed by an angel of
God and specially commissioned to minister the Word of Life to a
truth-seeking soul-a stranger from a distant land; and the blessed
Spirit watching both over the evangelist and him who is to be
instructed in the way of God, giving wisdom and direction to the
one, and the hearing ear and the understanding heart to the other.
Surely this is the hand of the everlasting Father, Who from all
eternity hath chosen us· in the Beloved, and Who, in His infinite
wisdom and power, sends the call of mercy to all who are to be heirs
of salvation~
A. Successful Man, Yet Unhappy.

In Ethiopia, at the court of Queen Candace, there lived a man of
great authority, who had the charge of all the royal treasury. All
the pleasures, comforts, and enjoyments which this world can offer
were his.. He possessed wealth, rank, influence.· Men pointed him
out as a successful man. But if the Spirit of God begins His work
in a soul, all the riches and honours of this world are felt to be empty
and unsatisfactory. The soul thirsts, and whoso drinketh of this
water shall thirst again. The soul seeks goodly pearls-but the pearls
of the world, gay and bright as they look, are not genuine and
precious. The soul seeks a good part, which cannot be taken away.
. You ask in what way had God made the Ethiopian feel this. God
has many ways, and many messengers. Perhaps it was some joyous
event, something he had ardently desired, hoped for, and striven
after. It came. His ambition was gratified, his hopes and wishes
were realized. What his imagination had pictured out to him by day,
by night, now stood before him. But, after a short time, he said, " Is
this all? I thought this would make me happy-this would fill my
soul with perennial sunshine-would give me peace and tranquillity.
But alas! it leaves me as before." Or, perhaps, it was some affliction, some bitter grief, some sore disappointment-the death of a
beloved child or trusty friend-.and the question, pent up in every
human heart, broke forth-" Who can show me where I shall find
rest and blessedness? "
Broken Cisterns.

He tried, most likely,. to find rest in the worship, the religious
doctrines and rites of his country. He tried, most likely, to dissipate
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his fears and thoughts. But, thanks be to God, Samuel may return
again and again to his slumber, but the Lord's voice is heard, until
the soul responds-I will hear what God the Lord will speak. "The
voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars, and shaketh the wilderness I "
"What is the matter with you, dear friend 1 Be thankful and
leave your melancholy. See how the gods. have prospered you. What
desire is unfulfilled 1 Besides, what a sphere of usefulness you have!
Who so much honoured as you 1 Conscience I-religion I Well, are
you not religious 1 Who can charge you with injustice and unkindness 1 Death I-the future I Well, can you not rest satisfied in the
opinions of the most learned men of our priesthood, who have studied
the wisdom of the ancients and devoted themselves to meditation 1 "
Thus would they' speak to him. But in vain. What can idols,
thoughts, surmises, probabilities, human invention~, what can anything created, offer to a soul seeking life 1 I must have truth, not
opinions-sunlight, not the fitful phosphorescence of human imagination-a Living One, even a Father, to forgive, love, and guide-not
cold abstractions, which, after all, refer me to myself as my helper
and saviour.

To Jerusalem!
They have nothing to give him in Ethiopia; but in Judah God
is known. There they declare, not what they think about God, but
what God has revealed about Himself. In Jerusalem stands the
temple of the living God. He has heard of it and his heart feels
irresistibly drawn to it. "What I " say the c01irtiers, " to Jerusalem 1
What can you expect to find among the Jews 1 What are
they in politics, in civilization, in the estimation of powerful
nations 1 Of all places in the world, to think of Jerusalem!" But
though courtiers mock, and priests frown, and philosophers smile,
though friends dissuade and the journey be long and tedious, he is
resolved-he goes. "As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so
panteth my soul after thee."
And now behold him in Jerusalem, in the temple. God had encouraged him in His Holy Word to enter into His house of prayer: "Neither
let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself. to the Lord,
speak, saying, The Lord hath utterly separated me from His people:
neither let the enuch say, Behold, lam a dry tree. For thus saith the
Lord unto the eunuchs that keep My sabbaths, and choose the things
thatplease Me, and take hold of My Covenant; Even unto them will
I give in Mine· house and within My walls, a place and a name better
than of sons and of daughters: I will give them an everlasting name,
that shall not be cut off" (Isa. lvi. 3-5). What,·a striking illustration
of this word is presented to us in Ebed-melech, the Ethiopian, who
was also a eunuch, in Jerusalem, at the court of the king, of whom
the.,Lord testified (Jer. xxxix. 18) that he had put his trust in Him;
and who, at a time when no one took pity on Jeremiah, the prophet
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,of God, but rejected him and left him to perish, interceded in his
behalf with Zedekiah (Jer. xxxviii. and xxxix.). For this act of
mercy an assurance of Divine protection and preservation was given
unto him. Thus the Ethiopian in our narrative was encouraged, by
promise and example, to go up to the temple of Jerusalem. However
singular and peculiar our position may seem, let us only search the
Word of God diligently, and we shall find promises, encouragements,
counsels, which meet our case exactly. This is the mercy of God
in its manifold wisdom.
But in that august and splendid sanctuary he found no peace.
There he heard the voice of the law; and while he listened to the
holy, just, and. true commandments of God, his conscience testified
that the law was good, but that he was sold under sin. And all the
indistinct, vague fears and terrors which had been within his soul
rose now before him with awful strength, distinctness, and power.
Alas! in the temple he heard what was able to smite and crush the
proudest oak; but how to deal with the bruised reed, the scribes
and priests understood not.

What He took with Him from Jerusalem, besides a Broken
and Contrite Heart.
Thus he returned to Ethiopia, his wound not healed, though probed
-his fears not allayed, but quickened-his anxiety not removed, but
deepened. But, blessed be God, he brought away from Jerusalem
something more than his own feelings. Reader, from the house of
God thou must bring away, not merely thy sentiments, emotions,
joys, and fears-they cannot give thee sure peace or lasting strength;
but thou must take with thee the revealed truth of God-His testimony concerning eternal life in Christ. Look at the Ethiopian!
Within-uncertainty, terror, anguish; at the same time humility,
thirst, prayerfulness. In his hand-the message of God, bringing
light, peace, and joy. He read the Prophet Isaiah aloud, be it in
order to take in every word, or to give an opportunity also to his
charioteer, to listen to God's truth.
. The Gospel in Isaiah.
. Philip asked him, "Understandest thou what thou readest ~ "
Mark the humility, the meek and docile spirit of the great and probably well-educated man, " How can I, unless some one guide me ~ "
How ignorant are even the most cultivated people in the things
which concern their salvation! How often do we find even those
who every Lord's Day hear the Gospel preached, without a knowledge
of the simple fundamental doctrines of life; and when they begin
to be interested in the message of heaven, how beautiful is it to
witness their willingness to learn from anyone, even a child or an
illiterate servant, who has been taught by the Spirit !But thou,
pastor, learn from Philip that loving and meek boldness which asks
rich and poor, learned and ignorant-Understandest thou 1 And
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now, reader,· admire the wisdom and love of God. With motherly
tenderness He had directed this poor, inquiring child to the very
passage of the Old Testament which, with the greatest clearness and
brightness, sets forth the way of life. In the fifty-third chapter of
his Prophecy, the evangelist of the Old Testament describes the
Messiah's sufferings and glory as the ground of the sinner's acceptance
with God. Blessed, precious chapter, how many of God's ancient
Covenant people have been led by thee to the foot of Christ's cross !that cross over which was written, "Jesus Christ, the King of the
Jews!" And oh! what a glorious commentary shall be given of
thee when, in the latter days, repentant and believing Israel, looking
unto Him Whom they have pierced, shall exclaim, " Surely He hath
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem Him
stricken, smitten of God, and affiicted ! "
In the verses which the Ethiopian was reading, Christ is set before
us as offered for our offences, and raised for our j ustification. We
can have no solid peace until we see Jesus both as the Lamb of God
and the Lion-the crucified Saviour and the exalted Priest-King-in
His suffering and in His glory. As a lamb He was led to the slaughter.
Pure, innocent, holy, undefiled, meek, gentle, perfect in His obedience
-so He suffered and died. It pleased God to bruise Him. He Who
would not bruise willingly even the most insignificant worm, Who is
kind and merciful and tender to all that He hath made, Who doth
not affiict willingly, or grieve even the most sinful children of men-it
is said of Him, that it pleased Him to bruise the Holy, Righteous
Jesus, His Elect, His Servant in Whom He delighteth. Oh, the
infinite love of God-beyond our comprehension, but not beyond our
acceptance and belief, if we seek God's Spirit-that He spared not His
own Son!
And Jesus rose again, and ascended, and is the Lord our Righteousness, our Intercessor, Surety, and Representative.

A Snare of Satan in Connection with this Gospel.
Stop here a moment and ponder over these great truths. Jesus
is both Lamb and Lion, Saviour and Judge, the Forgiver of sins and
the Judge of sinners. Now Satan tempts us to think that Jesus is
severe and awful to approach now, whereas he makes us believe that
on that great day Christ will be merciful and indulgent. Thus the
sinner is afraid to meet Christ now, and banishes all fear of the
judgement to come. Whereas the truth is exactly the reverse. Now
Jesus is the Lamb. Be not afraid of going to Him, however guilty
and sinful. He has not a harsh word for a sinner coming to Him
now. His whole message is pardon and peace. What can be more
gentle than a lamb? Even the youngest child will approach fearlessly and confidently, and put its tiny arm round the neck of the
gentle lamb. Thus, 0 sinner, come boldly to Him Whose Name is
Jesus, Saviour. But a day is coming when there shall be revealed
the wrath of the Lamb-when the Saviour shall no longer say to
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His persecutors and enemies, ~'I am Jesus" ; but shall manifest
Himself as the righteous Judge and King, and say to all who rejected
and despised Him, "Depart from me. " "Kiss the Son, lest He be
angry, and ye perish from the -way, when His wrath is, kindled but
a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him."
, How Faith came by Hearing.
" Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same Scripture,
and preached unto him, Jesus." The blessed Saviour has Himself
set us the example of taking a portion of Scripture as the basis of
our teaching, when, in the synagogue of Nazareth, He opened the
Book of the Prophet Esaias, read the glorious description given there
(chapter lxi.) of His ministry, and the,n spake the gracious words at
which the people were amazed. The Scriptures testify of Christ;
only in so far as we perceive, and accept, and declare this their
testimony, can we have in them eternal life (John v. 39); therefore at whatever Scripture you begin, if the Spirit, Who not only
breathed the Word when it was first written but is still its light and
life-giving Interpreter,enables you to preach, you will preach out of
that Scripture Christ. The living Word, Christ, is the animating
principle of the written Word, 'Scripture.
Philip preached Jesus. As the Ethiopian listened eagerly to the
marvellous tidings of joy, new light, new hope, rose in his troubled
heart. He believes the good news, but still he is anxious to know
assuredly that he may appropriate them. He has heard of Jesus;
his earnest desire is now to call Him his Lord. And therefore, as
, they came to a certain water, he asked, "What doth hinder me to
be baptized 1" May I also receive the sign and seal of His Covenant,
and be numbered among, His people 1
What hinders you, anxious and weary one-what hinders you to
be Christ's 1 -Nothing, as far as Christ is concerned. He came to
seek and save that which is lost. His work is finished; His redemption perfe'ct. What doth hinder thee 1 Nothing, as far as you are
concerned. Is it your ignorance 1 If you know yourself to be a
sinner, and Christ to be a Saviour, your knowledge is sufficient. Is
it your sin 1 "Christ died for the ungodly"; He calls sinners to
repentance. ,Is it your past ingratitude 1 Though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be white as snow. Is it your want of repentance 1 He
is exalted a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance and remission
of sins.
What doth hinder l'
"Let not conscience bid you linger,
Or of fitness fondly dream,
All the fitness He requireth,

Is to feel your need of Hirn;
This He gives you,'Tis the Spirit's rising beam."

And Philip answered, "If thou believest, thou mayest."

If you
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believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; the Son of God, the Divine Saviour
of sinners-if you can put your' heart's confidence in Him, you may
assuredly receive also the outward sign and seal of, the Covenant of
grace, in which you are now living, into which you have entered,
even by accepting it with a humble and thankful heart.
The simplicity and transparency of the Ethiopian contrast very
strongly with the deceitfulness and double-heartedness of Simon,
whose history is given immediately before our narrative. The Lord
cheered the heart of his servant Philip, who had been doubtless
saddened by his experience with the sorcerer. The evangelist exercises
prudent and affectionate wisdom, but not cold and wounding suspicion.
Though yesterday a deceiving Simon has crossed thy path, to-day
God may send thee a guileless Nathanael.

Who was taken from the Ethiopian, and who remained
with him?
And after the eunuch was baptized, " the Spirit," we read, " caught
away Philip." In like manner, we read that the Spirit of the Lord
caught away Elijah and Elisha (1 Kings xviii. 12; 2 Kings ii. 16).
Thus this whole narrative stands out as an important sign; its commencement and end are alike supernatural. There is a direct interference from above to lead Philip into the desert road; and now
that the glorious object is accomplished, there is a Divine agency
employed again to bring the evangelist back to his former work. It
was a wonder, and, as all God's wonders, a sign to be investigated
and contemplated; revealing the mercy and power of God, Who
has ways innumerable of sending His truth into the remotest and
darkest corners of the earth, and Who will surely fulfil His promise,
that Ethiopia shall stretch out her hands unto God (Ps. lxviii. 13).
This seems a 'mysterious dealing of Providence. We may be sure
that, though their acquaintance with, each other had been brief, they
had begun to love one another with intense affection. A wonderfully strong and tender bond knits together the hearts of evangelists
and young Christians. Though we have and love many teachers in
the Lord, yet are there not many whom we regard as fathers who
have begotten us in the Gospel. Philip was taken away, but Christ
remained. The earthly teacher was removed; but the' heavenly
Teacher, even the Holy Spirit, is all-sufficient.
And the eunuch" went on his way rejoicing." Why should he
,not rejoice? God has delivered his soul from death, his eyes from
tears, his feet from falling. The burden of guilt is removed, the
clouds of darkness and suspicion are dispersed, his conscience is at
ease, for he knows a just God and a Saviour; his heart lives (Ps.
xxii. 26) for it is filled with the love of Christ. Rejoice and believe
are synonyms. If the Gospel means glad tidings, then to believe must
needs be to rejoice. But is not our sin great, our faith weak, our
love feeble? True, but we are to rejoice in the Lord, to delight
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ourselves in Him, to be glad in the Saviour, and withal to reJoIce
with trembling, and to walk humbly with the Lord our God.
"He went on his way rejoicing." Though afflictions, trials, and
temptations awaited him in the idolatrous city, in the God-estranged
court, he knew that if Christ died for him while he was yet an enemy,
much more will Christ be his strength, support, and consolation, now
when he is His disciple and follower. Is not faith the victory which
overcometh the world? Is not God a Sun and Shield? He will
give grace and glory; no good thing will He withhold from them
that walk uprightly.
" He went on his way rejoicing." This was the history of his life
after his conversion. The believer goes on from strength to strength.
Bright and ardent is the joy of his first love, when, with childlike
humility and trust, he beholds the crucified Redeemer! "I remember
thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals."
Afterwards we have to learn, by painful experience, that we are
still weak and sinful, and that there is another law striving within
our members; and we are brought to a. more humble, contrite,
spiritual trust in God and the Saviour, and our joy is perhaps less
bright, but not less deep, and holy, and safe. And then we are led
through many waters of affliction, and the word sorrow becomes to
us a reality; and we find that the petition, "Thy will be done," is
not a smooth meadow across which we may swiftly run, but a steep,
rough, mountain, hard to climb. But when the Comforter opens to us
the ocean of love, and tenderness, and sympathy, and strength, laid up
for us in Jesus, the Man of Sorrows-when we realize the fourth Man
in the furnace-when we embrace, with the faith of Abraham sacrificing Isaac, the Consolation of Israel-oh, though it be with tears
and a countenance in which the world sees no mirth, we go on our
way rej oicing !
Way of joy, whither leadest thou? Dark valley of the shadow
of death, through thee, and past thee, we go on our way reJOICIng,
until we hear the blessed words, "Enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord! "
That perfect joy is ours where there is no sin within us, and no
sin around us-where all is purity and holiness, and love to God and
God's Beloved-where there is· no temptation to lead us astray, and
no fear to cloud our peace-where, with transfigured and glorious
bodies, in the society of holy angels and the ransomed Church of
God, we serve Him day and night in His temple, seeing Jesus as He
is, and inheriting what God has prepared for them that love Him.

" THE highest privilege of New Testament saints is to be partakers of
the inheritance promised to Abraham. They are not exalted above
him, but united with him in the blessings which flow from union with
Christ."-( Dr. C. Hodge. )
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"I AM JOSEPH."
'~I AM

Joseph." I should think that no three words have been
responsible for more tears than these; at least, in their following
the matchless intercession that went before. The glory of it, the
love, the penitence, the wonder, distingUIsh it for ever as the work
of Him alone Who is holy, just and true, merciful, kind, patient, and
infallible, forgiving and restoring. "Come near unto Me," Joseph
said, and after that they talked with him. Their fear died down in
his forgiveness, his brotherly familiarity and love, and in his longing
for his father-his and theirs.
I have sometimes wondered that when it says, "God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes," it may be more literal than we know.
When His brethren see the Lord, and can more rightly judge all that
He has been to them and what they have been to Him and what
He has done and suffered,. and what their part has been, when all
fear of famine is removed, when they are shut in with Him and no
stranger there, then will the last tears they are ever to shed be wiped
away by the Father God Himself, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
His Father and theirs.
What a dreadful contrast we could find in three words spoken in
the cave at Endor, "Thou art Saul." 0 the misery of it, the deception,
guile, disobedience, and horror. When, all concealment over, the king
went out into the night, into dark hopelessness and fearful apprehension.
What a contrast! It seems to suggest the difference between the
two sentences, "Come unto Me," on the one hand, and "Depart
from Me," on the other. With that judgment and decision, everything
will appear as it is.- Saul's disguise failed him; Ahab's failed him;
the wife of Jeroboam heard her doom with her detection. Nothing
is hid that shall not be made known. Joseph's brothers disguised
their part and lot in his disappearance, but God tore away their
refuge of lies and hypocrisy, and they were reduced to the truth,
" God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants." What a blessing
it is for us, if here and now we come to the same place of conviction
and confession. We shall then cease our subterfuges and stand before
Him as we are. But it will be to hear the 'Same voice of invitation,
"Come near unto Me."
What is real and what is not? Such has ever been the question
of one who is led through darkness and uncertainty of soul and mind
to find Christ, Who can help him. When the two women stood before
Solomon the living child was the subject and object of their case.
There was no man that would help them, and they took the matter
to the king. He listened to their wrangling, and with a penetration
more keen than any sword, reached the' hearts of the two people. Or
rather, reached the heart of one: the heart of the other was as dead
in a sense as was her inf~nt. The heart of the other had love in it ;
and hers was the victory.
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And so may the living soul in all its dissension between nature
and grace, say, " Lord, thou knowest that I love Thee." If her love
who had so'little-even nothing to show of righteousness-sent her
- off with her living possession, how much more will theirs, who love
Him because He first .loved them 1
FOLLOWER-ON.

JOHN BRADFORD, THE MARTYR, AND THE DOCTRINE
OF EI.lECTION.
FIRST, that the cause of God's election is of His good will, the Apostle
showeth first in saying that it is "through His love" whereby we
are "holy and without blame"; secondarily, in saying that it is
" according to the good pleasure of His will"; thirdly, in saying,
" according to His good pleasure purposed in Himself"; fourthly,
in saying, "According to His purpose, which worketh all the counsel
of His Own will."
Secondly, that election was" before the beginning of the world,"
the Apostle plainly showeth in saying, that we were" chosen before
the foundation of the world was laid"; and afterwards in calling
it "the mystery of His will purposed with Himself, in time to be
declared."
. Thirdly, that election is " in Christ," the Apostle doth so flatly and
plainly set it forth, that I need not here to repeat it. We, saith he,
are "chosen in Him": we are "accepted by Him" ;we .are
" gathered together in Him."
Fourthly, that election is of some of Adam's posterity and not of
all, we may plainly see it, if we consider that he maketh the true
demonstration of it " believing," " hoping," and having" the earnest"
of the Spirit. "In Whom you hoped," saith he, after you heard," etc. ;
" in Whom you believing were sealed up," etc. Again, in attributing
to the elect forgiveness of sins, holiness, blameless living, being in
Christ, etc. "That we should be holy," saith he; "we have received
forgiveness of sins," etc. Who seeth. not that these are not common
to all men 1 "All men have not faith" (2 Thess. iii.), saith· Paul
elsewhere. ." None believed," saithLuke, but" such as were ordained
to eternal life" (Acts xiii.). None" believe" but such as are" born
of God" (1 John v.). None believe truly but such as have" good
hearts," and keep good seed to "bring forth fruits by patience"
(Matt. xiii.).
So that it is plain (faith being a demonstration of God's election
to them that be of years of discretion) that all men are not elect,
because all men believe not; for" he that believeth in the Lord
shall be as Mount Sion," that is, he shall" never be removed "'; for
if he be removed, that is, finally perish, surely he never truly believed.-(John Bradford's" Defence of Election.")
!
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SALVATION.
ONE of the themes of. the Epistle to the Hebrews is salvation.
The
question is asked, "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed unto us by them that heard Him?" The message of
salvation was proclaimed by the Lord Jesus Christ. He said, "The
Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.' , It was
proclaimed by His apostles. Peter said, "Neither is there salvation
in any other: for there is none. other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved." Paul wrote, "This is a
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners." It is called "a great salvation,"
for it tells of a great Saviour Who saves from great sin and brings
sinners into the enjoyment of great blessings. It is called" eternal
salvation," for those· whom Christ saves He saves for ever. They
never fall back into the horrible pit from whence they have been
brought by Divine power, and through Divine grace. J ehovah saith,
" My salvation shall be for ever, and My righteousness shall not be
abolished." The Lord's believing people are therefore" saved in the
Lord. with an everlasting salvation."
Of this salvation Christ is the Author and Cause. "Being made
perfect, He became the Author of eternal salvation unto all them that
obey Him." He. procured salvation for His people by His atoning
death. His blood was shed for many in order to secure the remission
of their sins. "If the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of
an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying -of the
flesh: how much more shall the blood of Christ, Who through the
eternal Spirit offered :Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God." If we are saved
it is due to Him. "He to rescue me from danger interposed His
precious blood." He loved me and gave Himself for me in order to
save me from the wrath to come. I was lost, but He sought me.
I had wandered from the fold, but He brought me back. I deserved
death, but He died for me. I was sitting in darkness and in the
shadow of death, but He visited me and guided my feet into the
way of peace. Taught by the' Spirit, I wholly and unreservedly own
that Christ, and Christ alone, is the Author of my salvation.
This salvation is appropriated and enjoyed by faith. "We are not
of them who draw back" unto perdition, but of them that believe
to the saving of the soul." Those who are the subjects of this salvation
are convinced by the Spirit's teaching of their lost and ruined condition; Christ is revealed to their souls as their Substitute Who suffered
for sins, the Just for the unjust; they are -enabled to trust in Him
as their atoning Saviour, and they go on their way assured of pardon
and peace through faith in Him. "Being justified by faith, we have'
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." "He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved."
The ability of Christ to save is beyond question. "He is able also
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to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing
He ever liveth to make intercession for them." He is able to make
the need of salvation felt. He is able to give that repentance and
- faith which issue in the enjoyment of salvation. He is able to save'
completely them that draw near to God through Him. He lives for
that end. He is not only the Testator Who hath bequeathed the
blessings of the New Covenant, but He is the living Executor Who
undertakes to bestow the blessings bequeathed upon the parties named
in His last will and testament. His people have been saved from
the wrath to come, but they need saving continually from the power
of sin, and He is able to do it. They can depend daily upon His
saving, keeping, and upholding power. The subjects of this salvation
are ministered to by angels. "Are they not all ministering spirits,
sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? "
There are many instances of the ministry of angels recorded for our
instruction. An angel opened the prison doors, and directed the
apostles to go and speak in the temple all the words of this life. An
angel directed Philip to leave Samaria and go towards the south, so
that he might be the means of blessing to the Ethiopian eunuch.
An angel directed Cornelius to send for Peter, who would be the
instrument of bringing him into the full knowledge of Gospel truth.
An angel delivered Peter" out of the hand of Herod, and from all
the expectation of the people of the Jews." In like manner an angel
of God stood by Paul when all hope of temporal salvation was taken
away, and said, "Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before
Cresar: and, 10, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee."
Are we not warranted, therefore, to believe that angels are still sent
forth to deliver, to guide, to comfort, and to encourage the heirs of
salvation? If we are amongst the saved the fruits of salvation will
be seen in our lives, and especially in our loving ministry to the saints
of God. It can be said of the saved, "Beloved, we are persuaded
better things of you, and things that accompany salvation." The
work and labour of love of God's people which they show towards
His Name in ministering to the saints prove that they have passed
from death unto life. It needs to be remembered, however, that
salvation in its fulness is yet future. "Unto them that look for
Him (i.e., all His people) shall He appear the second time without
sin unto salvation." Then His people will say, when they behold
His face, " Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will
save us; this is the Lord; we have waited for Him, we will be glad
and rejoice in His salvation." Reader, art thou a saved man? If
thou art, trust more and more in the saving ability of thy Saviour,
seek by His grace to abound in the fruits of salvation and look forward
to the time when salvation in its fulness shall be thy eternal portion.
" UNLESS we are saved by grace, we cannot be saved at all."-(Dr.
C. Badge.}
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The Fountain.
THE fountain has four qualities. The grace in the heart of God is
free grace, it is sovereign grace, it is covenanting grace, it is amazing
grace.
Free Grace.
The grace in the heart of God is free grace. This appears in at least
two ways. In the first place, it is free grace because it is favour
towards persons who deserve nothing but wrath. In our unregenerate
condition "the heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked." In our natural state we are God's enemies. "When we
were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son."
In our natural state we are so bad that we cannot please God. "They
that are in the flesh," that is, they that are unregenerate, "cannot
please God." Our souls are black through and through with sin,
unrelieved by a single speck of white, and the person who is so bad
that he is God's enemy, and cannot please Him, is entirely depraved.
Hence, God's grace is free grace, because it is favour towards persons
who deserve nothing but wrath.
In the next place, it is free grace because the great spiritual
blessings that flow to us from the bottomless fountain are free gifts.
Justification is a free gift. "Being justified freely." That means
for nothing on the part of the justified. Eternal life is a free gift.
" The free gift of God is eternal life."
There are gifts and free gifts, but what is the difference? Suppose
a man who has been for thirty years a faithful employee, is about to
celebrate his silver wedding. His employer, in recognition of his
years of faithful service, presents him. on this happy occasion with
a clock. Now that clock is a gift, because the receiver, before receiving
it, could not have claimed it as his right. It is not, however, a free
gift in the sense of a gift, the giving of which is uncaused by anything praiseworthy in the recipient. The giving of that gift was caused
by something praiseworthy in the recipient, namely, thirty years of
faithful service. Suppose the receiver had never been an employee
of the donor, suppose the donor had never known of anything praiseworthy at all in that man, but, nevertheless, had given him the clock,
then that would be a free gift. The giving of that gift is not caused
by anything praiseworthy in the recipient. Further, if from the time
when the receiver was able to offend and insult anybody, he had
been offending and insulting the donor of the gift, then the freeness
of the gift would be more manifest still. Now up to the time when
God, by His Holy Spirit, communicates eternal life to the soul, the
person to whom He communicates the eternal life has never once
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pleased Him, hence eternal life is a free gift. When we remember
that from the time when the recipient of eternal life had been able
to displease and offend anybody, he had been offending and displeasing
- the God of heaven,· offending Him down the years without a break,
then the freeness of the gift is more manifest still.
Justification and eternal life are free gifts. Full salvation from
first to last is a free gift, free as the air we breathe, free as the light
that comes down from the noonday sun, free as the crystal stream
that flows from the wayside well. Grace is. free grace.
One reason why I cannot believe that the Gospel is a cunningly
devised fable is this: according to the Gospel, salvation is by God's
free grace. When deceivers are inventing a story, they invent one
which they expect others to believe. There would be no use in
inventing a story that they would not expect others to believe. My
knowledge of human beings in general, and of deceivers in particular,
leaves me under the impression that the story of a way of salvation
by free grace is one of the last things that deceivers would either
expect others to believe, or even themselves think of inventing. The
notion that, if we areto be saved, it must be either by our own doings,
or by our own suffering, or by both together, is so deeply rooted in
the natural heart that, since the foundation of the world, no people,
unacquainted with the teaching of the Scriptures, have ever thought
of such a thing as salvation by God's free grace.

Sovereign Grace",
God's g1'ace is sove1'eign grace. What is sovereign grace ~ It is the
grace of a sovereign, not of an ordinary one, but of an absolute
monarch, one whose hands are tied by ·no cabinet, council, parliament,
or people. He is a monarch whose word is law in his own kingdom.
He is a sovereign who can do whatever he pleases in his own realm.
If a sovereign like this resolved to pardon a number of rebels, to
treat them with favour and friendship, raise them to high positions
in his kingdom, and to cause them to enjoy the splendours and delights
of his palace; the grace at the back of that resolve would be sovereign
grace. The sovereign would be under no compulsion or obligation
to purpose doing all this. . He would do it all of his own mere good
pleasure.
Now the great God of heaven and earth is an absolute Sovereign.
His hands are tied by no council outside the Godhead. His hands are
tied by no cabinet, parliament, or people. In the vast universe His
Word is law. He does whatever He pleases, whenever He pleases,
wherever He pleases, and however He pleases, in spite of all the
opposing powers of air and earth and hell.
This great Sovereign resolved to pardon a vast number of rebels,
to treat them with favour and friendship, to raise them to high
positions in His Kingdom, and to cause them to enjoy the splendours
and delights of His palace away beyond the stars for ever and ever.
The grace at the back of this resolve was sovereign grace. God was
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under no obligation or compulsion to purpose doing all this. He
purposed doing all this of His Own mere good pleasure. Therefore,
His grace is sovereign grace.
" Sovereign grace o'er sin abounding!
Ransomed souls, the tidings swell ;
'Tis a deep that knows no sounding ;
Who its breadth or length can tell ?
On its glories,
Let my soul for ever dwell."

Covenanting Grace.

,['

L

God's grace is covenanting grace. Suppose three co-equal persons,
ordinary human beings, are engaged in rnaking an elaborate and
complicated machine, connected with which there are many thousands
of details. If these three co-equal persons are working together in
perfect harmony, and with complete success, two things are manifest r
One is that they are working according to a definite plan, and the
other that, in regard to the carrying out of the plan, there has been.
a definite agreement. This agreement is a Covenant to which the
three persons are parties.
NQw in the sacred Scriptures the three co.,.equal Persons of the
Godhe~d are represented as engaged in the doing of a vast piece of
work, namely, saving a large part of the human race. In connection
with this work there are as many millions of details as there are
names in the Lamb's Book of Life. The three co~equal Persons are
represented as working together in perfect harmony and with complete
success. The Father is represented as selecting and giving to the
Son a great multitude of definite individuals and as justifying and
sanctifying them here, and as glorifying them hereafter on the ground
of the Son's obedience and death. The Son is represented as rendering
the necessary obedience and dying the necessary death on earth for
that great multitude, and as interceding for His people in glory. The
co-equal co-eternal Spirit is represented as making known to that
great multitude the glorious tidings, and as applying to them the
surpassing benefits of the Son's obedience and death. The three
Persons are represented as working together in complete harmony
and with. perfect success. Two things are manifest. One is that they
are working together according to a definite plan, and the other is
that in regard to the carrying out of this plan there is a definite agreement. This agreement is a Covenant to which the three Persons are
parties, and since it is an agreement concerning the redemption of
the multitude it is a Covenant of redemption. Since it is an agreement to save hell-deserving sinners for nothing on their part, it is
also a Covenant of grace.
Now whatever a Divine Person does, He always intended to do.
Therefore, it follows that this plan and this Covenant have existed
from all eternity. God's grace is covenanting grace. Accordingly,
we read of God's purpose and grace which was given us in Christ

1
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Jesus before the· world began. We read that God chose us in Christ
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him. His grace is a covenanting grace.
A mazing Grace.
God' 8 grace is amazing grace. If you had a beloved son, an only
son, and if that son had a dear friend, you would not like that friend
to be cruelly treated, and brutally murdered before your very eyes.
God saw a dear friend of His only Son cruelly treated and brutally
murdered before His very eyes. That friend was Stephen the
Evangelist. Present at Stephen's death was a young man named
Saul of Tarsus, who was consenting to that cruel murder. Did God
send Saul of Tarsus at once to the bottom of hell 1 So far was He
from doing that that Stephen's blood had not been long dry when
God embraced Saulof Tarsus with the arms of His mercy, washed
away his sins in the blood of His Son, robed him with the pure white
robe of His righteousness, and sanctified his soul by the grace of His
Holy Spirit. He made Saul of Tarsus a remarkable Apostle in His
Church on earth, and later brought him to live in His royal palace,
where for eighteen centuries Saul of Tarsus, along with Stephen,
has been in the dear Redeemer's presence, amid the delights and
splendours of the heavenly world. That was amazing grace.

THE DEVIL AND APOSTASY.
" That old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the
whole world."-REVELATION xii. 9.

THE devil is alive; no empty myth;
He is the spirit tllat now works in men
Led captive by him. More and more open
His wrath and wickedness become. Forthwith'
The end draws near. Apostasy is rife.
Men in the Church deny God's Holy Word,
Whilst thousands live as those who have not heard
The precious news of everlasting life.
We cling unto the verdict of the Christ
And of apostles and the prophet train,
And hold to hopes anchored within the veil;
Such is to us a treasury unpriced
For which we dare to scorn the worldling's gain ~
Such is our rest though earthly succours fail.
REV.

Rodden Rectory,
Frome, Somerset.

T.

PITTAWAY,

M.A.
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UNLIKE the Church of Rome, the Reformers' put the Bible into the
hands of the common people, and urged them to read, mark, learn,
and inwardly digest it. It was also their desire that the people should
regularly hear the Word of God. Hence they arranged that large
portions of Scripture should be brought to their notice at every service.
So much is this the case that the late Canon Dyson Hague wrote,
" The whole tendency of the Liturgy is to exalt the inspired Word of
God. Its Lessons, its Psalms, its Canticles, its Gospels and Epistles,
all combine to bring God's Holy Word into great prominence in the
hearing of the people." Speaking of the Order for ]\iorning and Evening
Prayer, he. says,. " It begins with Scripture. It ends with Scripture.,
It exalts Scripture. It is based on Scripture. It is Scripture" Scripture, Scripture, from beginning to end" (Protestantism of the Prayer
.
Book, p. 30).
The Reformers, however, not only desired Scripture to be prominent
at the reading desk and at the lectern, but they desired that the pure
Word of God should be preached from the pulpit. In the Preface to
the Homilies they say" how necessary it is that the Word of God . . .
should at all convenient times be preached unto the people that thereby
. . . they may avoid the manifold enormities. which heretofore by
false doctrine have crept into the Church of God." To this end the
Reformers endeavoured to secure that those who ministered in the
Reformed Church of England should be men who believed in the
Bible, who would personally and regularly study its pages, and who
would faithfully preach the Word of God. At the very door of entrance
into the ministry of the Church of England, the candidate is asked,
" Do you unfeignedly believe all the canonical Scriptures of the Old
and New Testament 1" The answer he is expected to give is, " I do
believe them." Every minister of the Church of England is thus
'expected to believe and to declare that he believes all the Scriptures of
the Old Testament and all the Scriptures of the New Testament. He
is expected to believe. all the narratives, all the doctrines, all the
precepts, and all the prophecies and miracles given in the Scriptures.
No exception is allowed in regard to the narratives of the Creation,
the Flood, the Virgin Birth, the physical Resurrection of our Lord, .
and His actual Ascension into heaven. If in the course of time a
minister becomes a Dean, a Bishop, or an Archbishop, his declaration
of unfeigned belief in all the Scriptures still holds good. If he did not
agree with this declaration, he need. not have entered the ministry.
If after doing so, and becoming a dignitary, he changed his mind about.
the Scriptures, his duty surely would be to resign.
The study of the Scriptures is definitely enjoined on those about to
be ordained as presbyters. "Seeingthaf you cannot by any other
means compass the doing of. so weighty. a work, pertaining to the
salvation of man, but with doctrine: and exhortation taken out of the
holy Scriptures, and with a life agreeable to the §a;me ; - co~sider how.
21
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studious ye ought to be in reading and learning the Scriptures, and in
framing the manners both of yourselves, and of them that specially
pertain unto you, according to the rule of the same Scriptures."
" We have good hope that . . . you will apply yourselves wholly to
this one thing, and draw all your cares and studies this way; and
that you will continually pray to God the Father, by the mediation
of our only Saviour Jesus Christ, for the heavenly assistance of the
Holy Ghost, that, by daily reading and weighing of the Scriptures, ye
may wax riper and stronger in your ministry." Later, the candidate
assures the Bishop that he is "persuaded that the Holy Scriptures
contain sufficiently all doctrine required of necessity for eternal
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ," and that he is " determined
out of the said Scriptures to instruct the people committed to his
charge." He also promises to " banish and drive away all erroneous
ana strange doctrines contrary to God's Word." Later the Bible is
put into his hand, and the words are said to him, " Take thou authority
to preach the Word of God."
Even the Bishops are not exempt from fidelity to, and the obligation
to believe in, and to preach the Word of God. In the service for
consecrating a Bishop, we have the prayer, " Give grace, we beseech
Thee, to all Bishops, the pastors of Thy Church, that they may diligently
preach the Word." They promise" faithfully to exercise themselves
in the same Holy Scriptures, and to call upon God by prayer, for the
true understanding of the same; so as they may be able to teach and
exhort with wholesome Doctrine, and to withstand and convince the
gainsayers." They promise to give no quarter to " Doctrine contrary
to God's Word." Prayer is offered that they may" evermore be ready
to spread abroad God's Gospel, the glad tidings of reconciliation with
Him." A Bible· is given to each Bishop, and he is exhorted to " give
heed unto reading, exhortation, and doctrine. Think upon the things
contained in this Book. Be diligent in them."
We may well thank God for the full belief which our Reformers had
in the infallibility of all the Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation,
and in the care which they took that the men who entered the ministry
should be men who fully believed in the Divine Origin of the Scriptures,
who would daily and prayerfully read and study them, and who would
at all times preach the Word, and therefore preach the Gospel of the
grace of God.
.
How lamentably, however, do a very large number of ministers
come short of the ideal which the Reformers had in mind! It might
well be said of the sermons of large numbers of ministers, where is the
Word which they are expected to preach, where is the Gospel they
are expected to proclaim?
he can claim to be evangelical who with full consciousness
rests entirely and directly on God and on God alone for his salvation."

" ONLY

-Professor Warjield.
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GOD'S WILL AND MAN'S WILL.

(

My DEAR FRIEND,
Much of the present controversy is concerning the will of God.
On this point many questions have arisen. The chief one, I think,
is that which touches on the connection between the will of God
and the will of man.. What is the relation between these ~ What
is the order in which they stand to each other ~ Which is first ~
There is no dispute as to the existence of these two separate wills.
There is a will in God, there is also a will in man.' Both of these
are in continual exercise-God willeth and man willeth. Nothing in
the universe takes place without the will of God. This is admitted;
but, it is asked, is this will first in everything ~
I answer, yes. The will of God goes before all other wills. It
does not depend on them, but they depend on it. Its movements
regulate them. The" I will " of Jehovah is that which sets in motion
everything in heaven and earth. The" I will" of J ehovah is, the
spring and origin of all that is done throughout the universe. It
was the" I will" that brought this world into being and still sustains
it. It was this" I will" that was the origin of salvation to a lost
world. It was this" I will " that provided a Redeemer and accomplished redemption. It is this " I will " that begins and carries on,
and perfects salvation in each soul that is redeemed. It is this" I
will " that opens the blind eye and unstops the deaf ear. I do not
mean that generally speaking God has declared His will concerning
these things, but that each individual conversion, nay, each movement
that forms part of it, originates in the supreme" I will " of Jehovah.
I do not deny that in conversion man himself wills. In everything
that he does, thinks, feels~ he of necessity wills. In believing he
wills; in repenting he wills: in turning from his evil ways he wills.
All this is true. But while fully admitting this, there is another
question behind it of great interest and movement. Are these movements of man's will the effects of the putting forth of God's will ?
Is man willing, because he made himself so, or because God has made
him so ~ Does he become willing entirely by an act of his own, or
by chance, or because acted on by causes and influences from without 1
I answer unhesitatingly, he becomes willing, because another and
a superior will, even that of God, has come into contact with his,
altering its nature and its bent. The man's will has followed the
movement of the Divine will. God has made him willing. God's
will is first in the movement -and not second.
"Lord, I was dead, I could not stir
. My lifeless soul to come to Thee;
But now since Thou has quickened me,
I rise' from sin's dark sepulchre!
For Thou hast made the blind to see,
The deaf to hear, the dumb to speak,
The dead to live: and Thou didst break
The chains of my captivity."

-(From" Watching and Waiting.")

HORATIUS BONAR, D.D~
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RECEIVING 'PARDON AS A RUINED' SINNER.
, .' By J OHN

BE~RIDGE.

, EVERToN, Sept. 14th, 1773.
DEAR SIR,-I received your kind letter, and thank you for it. You
want nothing but an opened eye to see the glory of Christ's redemption;
and He must give it, and will bestow it, when it is most for His glory
and your advantage. Had you Daniel's holiness, Paul's zeal, John's
love, Magdalen's repentance (and, I wish you had them all), yet
altogether they would give you no title to a pardon. You must at
last receive it as a ruined sinner, even as the cross-thief received it.
No graces or services of your own can give you a right to pardon;
you must come to Jesus for it, weary and heavy-laden; and if you
are affiicted for sin, and desirous of being delivered from its guilt and
power, no past iniquities in your life, nor present corruptions of your
heart, will be a bar to pardoning mercy. If you are truly seeking
salvation by Jesus, we shall be disposed, as we, are really bound, to
seek after holiness.
But remember, though holiness is the walk to heaven, Christ is the
way to God; and when you seek for pardon, you must go wholly
out of your walk, be it good or bad, and look only to Him Who is
the way. You must look to Him as a miserable sinner, justly condemned by His law, a proper brand for hell, and look to be plucked
from the fire by rich and sovereign grace. You have just as much
worthiness for a pardon as the cross-thief had, which is none at all ;
and in your best estate you Will never have any more. A pardon
was freely given to him upon asking for it freely, and given instantly
because no room was left for delays; and a pardon is as ready for
you as for him, when you can ask for it as he did, with self-loathing
and condemnation; but the proper seasons of bestowing the pardon
are kept in Jesus' Own hand. He makes His mercy manifest to the
heart when it will most glorify His grace and benefit the sinner.
Only continue asking for mercy; and seek it only through the blood
of the cross, without any eye to your own worthiness, and that blood
in ,due time will be sprinkled on your conscience, and you shall cry,
Abba, Father.
Present my kindest love to my dear brother, Mr. Romaine. The
Lord continue 'his life and usefulness. Kind respects and Christian
salutation to, Mrs. Olney. Grace and peace be with both, and with
your affectionate and obliged servant.
J. BERRIDGE.
-(From Ryle's "Christian Leaders.")
" As God justifies the ungodly, it cannot be on the ground of their
own merit, but must be by the imputation of a righteousness which
does not personally belong to them, and which they received by
faith."·-(Dr. O. Hodge.)
,
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JOHN BERRIDGE ,AND A FALSE PROPHET.
IN the early part of Mr. Berridge's ministry there was one, Mr. George
.Bell, a noted character amongst the lay preachers, and possessed of
considerable talents. He became connected with Mr., Berridge, , and
occasionally visited him at Everton. For many years -he conducted
himself in a consistent manner, and maintaineda conversation becoming
the Gospel of Christ. Many sought his acquaintance; and manifested
a warm attachment to him. This probably tended to inspire him
with a high conceit of himself, which eventually produced an enthusi"'astic delirium ~ for he began to entertain the idea' that he was a
peculiar favourite of heaven, and that he should be distinguished
above other Christians in his exaltation to heaven. He made it
known amongst his friends, with- a heart highly elated with the
prospect of the honour to be conferred upon him;' that he should
leave the world, and ascend up to heaven in a chariot of fire. Whether
any, who were attached to him, gave credit to him respecting the
manner in which he' assured them he should enter the heavenly state,
is not ascertained. On, the report reaching Everton, Mr. Berridge
formed the intention, the next time he went to London" of sending for
-him, that he might know from his own lips whether there was any
ground for what was said of him. Accordingly, when he next visited
London, he sent to Mr. Bell, to request him, to call on him, which
he immediately did. After some common conversation had taken
place between them, Mr. Berridge said, "I have heard, Mr., Bell,
that you say, you shall be carried up to heaven in a chariot of fire."
" So I shall," replied Mr. Bell, in a tone of uncommon exulta tion~
" Indeed! " added Mr. Berridge, "then you will be highly honoured.
May I request one favour of you 1 Having always given you a
cordial reception when you have visited me at Everton, I have some
small claim on your kindness." "Most assuredly," answered Mr.
Bell, " shall I be ready to grant you any favour that is my power."
" When you are carried up to heaven in a chariot of fire," replied
:Mr. Berridge, " I request that you will grant me the honour of being
your postilion." This being spoken in a sarcastical manner, roused
the spirit of the enthusiast; and he exclaimed in a loud tone of voice)
that he had spoken blasphemy. After raving for a while, in a wild
strain, he quitted the room.
Soon after his interview with the Vicar of Everton, he prophesied
that Christ would come to judge the world, on a certain night, at
12 o'clock. : This declaration was made everywhere known in London;
and numbers gave such credit to what he said, as to form meeting~
for prayers, that they might be ready for His, appearance.
In the room where, Bell was, with many of his adherents, there
was one whom the writer knew, who related that he placed himself
at an opened window, frequently saYing, "He is coming! He is
coming!" The hour, however, elapsed; but no appearance of
Christ took place. ,
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Thus disappointed in his expectation, he flew off from the orbit of
profession of religion; relinquished all connection with pious characters; and, declaring that he would have nothing more to do with
Christ, because He did not fulfil the prophecy he (Bell) had uttered;
he associated with ungodly characters the whole of his after-life, and
died without any signs of repentance for his folly and ungodly conduct.
-.(Berridge's Works, pp. 76-78.)
(Cases of this kind should be a warning to God's people not to
be led away by the false prophets who occasionally arise. Our Lord
has definitely said, "Of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not
the angels of--heaven, but My Father only" (Matt. xxiv. 36). His clear
words should surely prevent His people from believing the prophecies
of those who presume to fix the exact day of His coming.-Editor of
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)

A WORD TO MINISTERS.

IT is well known that places of worship are not now so well filled as
they were formerly. In fact, in a large number of cases they are
practically empty.
Many a truly faithful minister, however, feels that he ought not
to resort to fleshly means to attract people to the services. He never
finds the apostles endeavouring to attract crowds by means of musical
services, solo singing, flower services, egg services, harvest decorations.
He finds, however, many people will rush after these fleshly methods,
and his heart is saddened to notice how little relish there is for the
pure Word of God, and how little desire there is to worship God in
spirit and in truth. "Fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the
mind" are words which describe the unconverted world. "There is
none that seeketh after God." Men do not want God, because they
do not realize that they are poor, lost, hell-deserving sinners. Once
they are convinced of their lost condition they will want the pardon
which God alone can give, and which He abundantly bestows on all
who come to Him, trusting in the blood and righteousness of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
Godly ministers are saddened at the prevalent deadness and indifference, but for their comfort it is written that Christ " shall see of the
travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied" (Isa.liii. 11). Moreover,
Christ Himself says, "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to
Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John
vi. . 37).
Be not unduly cast down, then, ye who are seeking to labour on
the lines of your Lord and His apostles. Seek to go on abounding
in the work of the Lord, being well assured, that in spite of much
that is disheartening, "Your labour is not in vain in the Lord"
(1 Cor. xv. 58). Your business is to preach the Gospel. God alone
can give a saving relish for its precious truths.·
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REPROOF OF MODERN UNBELIEF.
WHEN Israel grew tired of direct government by God, and desired to
.have an earthly king, God said to Samuel, " They have rejected Me,
that I should not reign over them " (1 Sam. viii. 7)..
God permitted Israel to have their own way, but in lovingkindness
He directed His servant Samuel to utter a protest, and warn the people
what manner of king should reign over them (verse ·9). A similar
protest is needed to-day.
Men holding high positions in the professing Church have publicly
rejected God's inspired account of the creation, and in so doing they
lead their fellows to reject the· God of the Bible.
The Lord Jesus said: "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but
My words shall not pass away" (Matt. xxiv. 35). He also said: " If
they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, .
though one rose from the dead" (Luke xvi. 31). These words were
addressed to the Pharisees. The Lord permitted His Own words to be
put to a test. He raised Lazarus from the dead (John xi). Did the
Pharisees believe Him 1 The Word answers this question. "The
chief priests "-many of whom belonged to the sect of the Pharisees
-" consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death because that
by reason of him many of the Jews went away and helieved on Jesus"
(John xii. 10, 11). The common people believed, but not the selfrighteous Pharisees.
THE WRITINGS OF MOSES.
The Lord further exhorted His hearers to " Search the Scriptures"
. . . because they testified of Him (see John v. 39) and then He proceeded: "I am come in My Father's Name, and ye receive Me not;
if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive." To-day
the large majority of mankind in what is termed ",Christian lands"
reject the Word of God, but receive any teacher who comes with some
new theory. This, the Lord added, keeps men from believing Me;
they love to honour one another. Proceeding with His statement of
the real state 0 f affairs, the Lord declared: "Had ye believed Moses
(that is, the writings of Moses) ye would have believed Me, for he wrote
of Me." "If ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe My
words? " (John v. 43-47.)
It should be noted that in verse 45 the Lord intimates that the
writings of Moses will appear as witnesses against those who reject
the statements set forth therein. If any meaning can be attached to
words, then this statement of the Lord's gives an absolute guarantee
as to the truth of all that is recorded by Moses. Hence the truth of
Creation as written by Moses is confirmed by Him Who is God as well
as man.
John, "the beloved disciple," declares concerning the Lord Jesus,
" the Word of God" (Rev. xix. 13) that: "All things were made by
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Him" (John i. 3). John taught that" the world was made by Him
and the world knew Him not" (John i. 10). Peter placed his testimony before men in these words: . " This they willingly are ignorant
of, that by the Word of God the heavens were of old, and. the earth
standing out of the water and in the water."
.
Paul definitely states concerning the Gospel: "I neither received
it of man, neither was I taught it (by man), but by the revelation of
Jesus Christ" (Gal. i. 12), and he it was, who in opposing the idolatry
of the Lycaonians, declared: "Ye should turn from these vanities
unto the living God, which made heaven and earth and the sea and all
things that are therein" (Acts xiv. 15). Paul thus identified his teaching
with that held by the faithful believers in the early days of the Church,
who, when Peter and John were released from prison-after being
placed there by the religious leaders because they" preached Jesus " " lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, Thou
art God, which hast made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that
in them is " (Acts iv. 1-3, 23, 24).
MAN DISTINCT FROM BEAST•

. In practically all of his Epistles, the Apostle Paul sets forth his
faith in the absolute reliability of the Books of Moses. He refers to
some" who changed the truth of God into a lie (i.e. said God's '\Vord
was not true) and worshipped and served the creature more than the
Creator, Who is blessed for ever" (Rom. i. 25). Such set more value
upon the opinions of their fellows than upon the solemn Word of God!
In writing to the believers in the learned, clever, and prosperous
city of Corinth, the Apostle asserts: "There IS one Lord Jesus Christ,
by Whom are all things and we by Him" (1 Cor. viii. 6). In the same
Epistle (chapter xi. 7-9) the Apostle definitely refers to the creation of
man and woman, and in chapter xv. 39 he shows that man cannot be
evolved from a lower animal, for he says: "All flesh is not the same
flesh, but there is one kind offlesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another
of fishes· and another of· birds." Let careful note be taken of this:
the flesh of men is entirely distinct from the flesh of beasts.
In his second letter to the Corinthians, the Apostle confirms the
inspired account in Genesis of the Fall, when he writes: "I fear lest
by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your
minds should be corrupted. from the simplicity that is in Christ"
(2 Cor. xi. 3). In Galatians iii. this same Apostle confirms (and he
received his teaching from the Lord Jesus) the history of Abraham as
recorded by Moses, and uses these words: "So then they which be
of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham " (Gal. iii. 9). This is a most
important piece of evidence, for the record of God's dealings with
Abraham are given in the book of Genesis, written by Moses, and the
promises made to Abraham) concerning the J\iessiah-the Saviourare those upon which believers rest secure. Abrahambelieved in the
Lord Jesus (" Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he
-saw it and was glad "-.John viii. 56). Abraham rested upon the
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promises of God, and God confirmed them by a solemn oath (Heb.
vi. 13, 17-20), and He did so that men and women during all time
might hav~ a'secure foundation on which to rest. It is a most marvellous fact that God should condescend to confirm His own statements
on oath, yet such is the reality, and all who believe are byfaith united
to the Lord Jesus-the" Anchor of the Soul."
THE RECORDS OF CREATION.

Every link in this chain, which -holds the believer to the Lord Jesus,
is connected with the inspired records of Creation. God, Who trusted
Moses to write down the facts of the Covenant He made with Abraham
-and which Covenant is continued to every believer, and is guaranteed
by His oath, Who cannot lie and cannot change-also entrusted to
,Moses the task of writing down God's Own accurate description of
Creation. If God's statements, in anyone respect, were unreliable,
then men would be left without hope. There could be no salvation, no
peace for the soul, and, nothing but woeful darkness. Take away
Creation, and the Gospel disappears also.
Space forbids quotations from the Epistles to the Oolossians,
Thessalonians, and Timothy, but in each there is a more or less plain
reference to the teaching of the Old Testament, including, of course,
the Books of Moses. In the Epistle to the Hebrews, the writer plainly
attests the inspired account of the Creation (Heb. i. 2, 3), and in
chapter xi. 3, the declaration is made: "Through faith we understand
that the worlds were framed by the Word of God." James refers to the
Commandments (ii. 11), thus adding his testimony to the writings of·
Moses;' and Peter, in his last message, proclaims his faith in God's
Creation (2 Pet. iii. 5-7).
The closing Book of the Bible gloriously :repeats the universal
testimony of all true believers. The redeemed bow before the Lord and
cry: "Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory and honour and power,
for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and
were created" (Rev. iv. 11); ·and the angelic witness agrees, for an
angel" sware by Him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven
and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that
therein are," etc. (Rev. x. 6); and finally an angel" cried with a loud
voice, Fear God . . . and worship Him that made heaven and earth
.and the sea," (Rev. xiv. 7). The Sabbath day is an enduring witness
that God created man (Gen. ii. 2).

P. 1. B.
". TILL the understanding be born of the Spirit, it will delight in,
and think of, nothing but things suitable to its fleshly original: but
when it is spiritual, it receives new impressions, new reasonings and
motions, suitable to the Holy Ghost, of Whom it is born."-Stephen
Charnock.
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MERCY FOR THE CHIEF OF SINNERS.

" THE new conversions of men of extraordinary guilt proclaims to the
world, that the fountain of His blood is inexhaustible; that the
virtue of it is not spent and drained, though so much hath been
drawn' out of it for these five thousand years and upwards, for the
cleansing of sins past before His coming, and sins since His death.
This evidences that His priesthood now is of as much efficacy as His
sufferings on earth were valuable; and that His merit is as much
in virtue above our iniquity, as His Person i'S in excellency above
our nothingness. He can wash the tawny American as well as the
moral heathen; and make the black Ethiopian as white as the most
virtuous philosopher. God fastens upon the worst of men sometimes
to adorn the cross of Christ; and maketh them eminent testimonies
of the power of Christ's death. . . . God shall make man, wallowing
in sinful pleasures, tied to the blandishments and profits of the world,
to come to Christ, and comply with Him, to be standing testimonies
in all ages of the virtue of His sufferings. . . ~ The most rugged souls
prove most eminent in grace upon their conversion, as the most
orient diamonds in India, which are naturally more rough are most
bright and sparkling when cut and smoothed. "-(Stephen Charnock.)

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:£ 8. d.
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A CORRECTIoN.-In error the gift from Mr. W. M. Pitman
was acknowledged as 5s. in the June number of the
Magazine. The amount received waf;) £5.
A POUND THAT FAILED.-·On June 15th we received an Anonymous
letter which said, "Twenty shillings for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND.
A Friend, Bath." The kind friend who often helps in this way, failed,
however, on this occasion, to put the pound into the envelope. We
warmly thank him for all his past very kind help .
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THE DAY OF TROUBLE.
AMONGST the rubbishy books on a second-hand stall, I once found
an old volume of a religious magazine, which I bought for sixpence.
It was a heavy book to carry home, but it was worth the trouble,
if only for the sake of the one story I mean to pass. on to you. The
volume is dated 1871, and the story concerns a time many years
before that, when Mr. Barton (as I will call him, for his real name
is not given) was the minister of a little Church in a small town.
The people who came to the Church were poor, and they could only
afford a small stipend of sixty pounds a year for their Pastor; and
this was paid in quarterly instalments. Fifteen pounds had to last
for three months for Mr. and Mrs. Barton and their three children,
so that you can imagine how difficult it must have been for them to
manage. It was against the Pastor's principles to go into debt, and
in this as in everything else, Mrs. Barton heartily supported him,
for they were of one mind in the Lord.
On one occasion all the quarter's money was gone before the next
payment was due, and this caused great distress to the minister and
his wife, driving them to continual prayer and waiting upon God.
I suppose they had food enough to' go on with, for their actual needs
were supplied, until at length the eagerly-awaited quarter-day arrived.
Punctually at 10 o'clock came Mr. Stevens, the deacon, who was also
the Church's treasurer. He was a good old man, full of sympathy
for his Pastor and always ready to help him as far as his own means
would allow. But to-day he looked grave and sad, and seemed slow
to begin his business. At last he said, "I'm afraid I've brought
bad news." "And what is that? " said 'Mr. Barton. The deacon
found it difficult to explain at once, but at length he announced that
because some of the congregation had emigrated to a distant land
without paying the money they had promised to the Church, he had
been obliged to bring less than the usual amount. The Pastor's heart
sank. "I hope it is not much less," he said, "for I really cannot
see how to manage with any reduction." "It is four poundS," said
Mr. Stevens, sadly. "Then there is only eleven pounds for the
quarter!" said the poor minister. The deacon put down the bag
of money with tears in his eyes, and went away with a heavy heart.
Left alone, the Pastor and his wife tried to comfort each other.
"It may be," said Mr. Barton, "that God has brought us to this
extremity just to show us His power." And he quoted this verse
out of a hymn :"Just in the last distressing hour,
The Lord displays delivering power:
The mount of danger is the place,
Where we shall see surprising grace."

-
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Then Mr. Barton took up his hat and made for the door~ "Are
you going out? " said his wife. "I feel a depression of spirit," said
the poor man; "I dare say a stroll will do me good; but I shall
not be long."
Mr. Barton crossed the old bridge over the little river, and mounted
the hill at the other side.. He could think of nothing but the trouble
that they were in. Four pounds! How could they possibly do
without it 1 The whole fifteen for the last quarter had gone before
the time was up, and now there. was only eleven!. If it was only
he that must suffer! but there were the three little ones, and the
beloved wife whom he had vowed to cherish. Greatly burdened in
spirit, he stopped on the common at the top of the hill, and poured
out his soul in prayer to the Almighty God. He was telling the
Lord of his distresse~ and reminding Him of His promises, when
suddenly the outpouring of his heart was arrested by these words,
"Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the
morning."
.
The words came with such power that it seemed as if God had
actually spoken to his soul. He was instantly altogether relieved from
anxiety and turned back quickly to go to his wife, praising God as
he went. Mrs. Barton's quick eyes saw the change in his face.
"What has happened?" she asked eagerly. He told her of his
experience, and she was greatly cheered. "I am sure we shall soon
hear something," said the Pastor; "God will surely fulfil His Word
to us."
They had not long to wait. At 3 o'clock the postman brought
a letter, directed in an unknown handwriting, and bearing a postmark of a town nearly three hundred miles away. On a slip of paper
were these words, "To the Rev. Mr. Barton, with Dr. Smith's kind
regards." Enclosed was a money order for four pounds ! They had
no acquaintance with Dr. Smith, and had no other communication
from him. It was almost too much for the good Pastor and his wife.
Speaking of it later to a friend, Mr. Barton said they had felt that
God was indeed among them! "It was so solemn and sacred, it
almost made my flesh to creep," he said reverently. The Lord Himself
had met with them, and they felt they were on holy ground.
" I am. the Lord, I change not," says Jehovah. With Him there
is " no variableness, neither shadow of turning." Such stories of His
wonders should strengthen our faith to trust Him still, even when
He does not· deliver. For when lIis children are in extremity, He
does not always openly display His power. The Hebrew heroes came
out of the furnace unscorched, unharmed; but there were many in
the noble army of martyrs whom He suffered to burn to death. Yet
He is the same Lord, and if Ite does not come with sudden p.ower to
our rescue, shall we not trust Him still? "Blessed are they that
have not seen, and yet have believed."
DAMARIS.
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- GOSPEL BOOK :MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL :MAGAZINE.

,1

DEAR FRIEND,-Few men are so ready to read any books, good or
bad, as our soldiers and sailors, and many have nothing to read to
lead the mind to think of eternal things, whilst trashy novels and
impure literature are the only publications to be found. There is
such need in these days to press forward to scatter the good seed.
A distributor writes, "Words inadequately express my gratitude
for the four parcels of assorted literature you have sent me, for
distribution among the sailors. I pray and trust that the Spirit of
God may use it to bring light to many a dark soul. I have had
wonderful times lately; captains, officers, and others, when I have
risen to leave, have asked me to stay longer, or come and see them
again. Some have changed their manner of living through the talks
on spiritual things. To God be all the glory. I am very sorry you
are so feeble and pray that God will be your strength in weakness,
uphold you with His strong arms of love, and sustain you by His
grace. Every ~orning and night I remember you at the throne of
grace._" .
Another writes, " I was delighteq. to be able to make your acquaintance during my holiday, and to let you know how much our men
~ppreciate all you are doing for them. You send us such a varied
selection of the type that arrests men's attention and turns their
thoughts to the Saviour. I was distressed to see the difficulties you
have to face and the physical crosses which you so cheerfully bear.
It has been an inspiration to me to see your determination to work
while it is yet day, although the storm clouds hover around you.
Please fip.d 10s. nQte enclosed for your own personal needs. We are
always in need of bound books and Testaments are always welcome.
You gave me an excellent little Bible. Should you be able to let us
have about fifty copies ~ I ask this, because it is a handy little size,
which I would like to get into the hands of many of our men."
Her Majesty Queen Mary has, through her private secretary, sent
me a private letter of thanks, expressive of her interest in the work.
A friend writes, "Enclosed is £1 with my Christian love to you
both. I am glad that Mrs. Brider is better, but sorry you are feeble
and a little tires you out. I hope still that you are able with His
strength to carry on. I was glad to hear of your good news of· a
legacy of £100 left to the Mission fund so long .ago, now received.
I read your letter in June GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I look forward to
that magazine each month, it is so sound and true."
.Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, June 2nd, 1938.
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In JtilemOtlam.
THE LATE MAJOR EDWIN MORRIS BRAY.
WE have received the following touching letter from one of our kind
readers, Mrs. Bray, of Broxbourne, Herts. Our warm, tender sympathy goes out to her in the great trial through which she is passing.
Her tribute to her dear husband will be read with interest. What
a mercy that Christ was precious to hill)..
" WALTON COTTAGE, BELL LANE,
"BROXBOURNE, HE~TS.
" DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
" Your valued magazine has been read each month by me for many
years, and I once wrote in my maiden days to tell you of blessing
received, and now although unknown to you, I feel impelled to write
again regarding the death of my very dear husband, Edwin Morris
Bray (a retired Major of the Indian Army). It may be God has some
purpose in my so doing. On the morning of May 16th he was
apparently in his usual good health: ate and enjoyed a good breakfast,
and later went out to mow the little lawn. He came back in about
ten minutes, having put mower carefully away, saying he had done
part and would finish it later, as he was out of breath. He sat down
in his chair, and in a few minutes his spirit had fled. It was a
beautiful end to a beautiful life, but his hope was' built on nothing
less than Jesu's blood and righteousness.' I have had many sweet
confirmations that he is now with Christ which is very far better.
A day or two before he had asked me for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
saying he liked it and particularly mentioning the' Family Portion'
for May, on "Vessels of Mercy," and the sermon by the late Rev.
Watts Wilkinson on the text, ' And the Lord shut him in.'
" It is a great joy to me to know that God used me in bringing
my husband to a saving knowledge of Himself. Until we met, just
over six years ago, he was merely a nominal Christian, and all such
literature as the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was an offence against good
taste, if nothing worse. I watched him grow spiritually with great
pleasure, and we became one in our views of the only things which
matter as well as earthly concerns.
"Only God and myself know how much I have lost. We were
everything earthly and devoted to each other, but though I have
walked through the valley of the shadow of death, He has been with
me and that to bless. Having passed the same way yourself you will
understand the better. May you long be spared to display the
banner (Ps. Ix. 4).
GRACE M. BRAY.
" Yours sincerely,
"P.S.-I might add that my husband was brought up in the
(Evangelical) Church of Ireland. I myself partly Strict Baptist and
partly Church of England. I used sometimes to go to hear your
friend, Mr. J. K. Popham, preach "at Brighton and' elsewhere."

..
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THE BIBLE IN WICKLIFFE'S TIME.
(FROM PROFESSOR BLUNT'S Sketch of the Reformation in England,
pp. 93-95.)
" BUT, after all, the great glory of the Lollard was this, that he gave
to the people the pure Word of God. The work whereby Wickliffe
hastened the Reformation, was his translation of the Scriptures into
his own mother-tongue. . . . Herein he had the sure promise of God
pledged to his success. 'For as the rain cometh down and the snow
from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower
and bread to the eater; so shall My Word be, saith the Lord, that
goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall not return unto Me void, but
it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it' (Isa. Iv. 10, 11).
" Void it did not return. Hitherto the Scriptures were little known.
Caedmon, it is true, had paraphrased in verse detached portions of
them in the seventh century. Bede, it has been before observed,
had translated the Gospel of St. John. Translations of all the Gospels
into Anglo-Saxon had been made between the reigns of Alfred and
Harold. Elfric produced versions of many books of the Old Testament,
as well as of the New; but, meanwhile, the invasion of the Danes
threw the kingdom into a frightful state of anarchy, and long kept it
so disturbed. Then the Norman Conquest succeeding, again broke
its spirit and changed its language; so that the Word of God had
become precious in the days of Wickliffe. The Anglo-Saxon, which
still continued to be the staple of the dialect of England, was by this
time saturated With Norman words (no great number having been
adopted into it since); and whilst Chaucer was labouring to fix the
English tongue (its winged words) on principles of taste, amongst the
courtiers and nobles, Wickliffe, perhaps even a more perfect master
of it still, was establishing it yet more permanently by knitting up
in it the immortal hopes of the people at large, and stamping it in
a com,plete translation of the Bible, with' holiness to the Lord.' At
this day his version can scarcely be called obsolete. I speak of the
New Testament, for the Old has never yet been printed; a r~proach
both upon the divines and the philologists of England, which, we
trust, will speedily be removed. At this day, it might be read in
our Churches without the necessity of many even verbal alterations;
and on comparing it, with the Authorized Version of King J ames,
it will be found that the latter was hammered on Wickliffe's anvil.
By this great and good work the pleasure of the most High prospered
in His hand. An eager appetite for Scriptural knowledge was excited
among the people, which they would make any sacrifice and risk any
danger to gratify. Entire copies of the Bible, when they could only
be multiplied by means of amanuenses, were too costly to be within
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the reach of very~any readers; but thos~ who could not procure
the' volume of the Book,' would give a load of hay for a few favourite
chapters, and many such scraps were consumed upon the persons of
- the martyrs at the stake. They would hide the forbidden treasure
under the floors of their houses, and put their lives in peril, rather
than forego the Book they desired; they would sit up all night, their
doors being shut for fear of .surprise, reading or hearing others read
the Word of God; they would bury thems~lves in the woods, and their
converse with it in solitude; they would tend their herds in the
fields; and still steal an hour for drinking in the good tidings of great
joy-thus was the angel come down to trouble the water, and there
was only wanted some providential crisis to put the nation into it,
that it might be made whole."

iLtebitWs aull j}.lltices of laooks.
THE WORD OF PROPHECY AND THE SECOND ADVENT OF OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST. Price 4d., post free. (G. H. Fromow, Sovereign
Grace Advent Testimony, 9, Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick, London,
WA.)
This publication is the Report of the Conference held at Highgate
Road Chapel, London, on March 29th to March 31st.
There, are eight addresses. Many of the speakers gave specially
interesting testimony as to how they were led to embrace the teaching
on the Lord's coming set forth in these pages. The speakers included
the Rev. Dr. G. E. Alison Weeks, Secretary of the Protestant Reformation Society, Principal James Willoughby, M.A., Pastors John Wilmot,
E. J. Poole-Connor, Percy J. Smart, and Messrs. William H. Dines
and William Hunt.
Whatever our reader's views may be on the great subject treated
of at this conference, they would do well to obtain this Report and
carefully read it.
THE VATICAN AND THE BRITISH EMPIRE. Pp. 24. Price 2d., post
free 2!d. · (Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London,
E.C.4.)
" From the days of the Reformation (we are told) down to modern
times, the author recounts incident· after incident of Rome's active
animus, in political intrigue and interference within the British
Empire, and thus making plain that the 'Vatican is our eternal
'
,
enemy.' "
" WHAT a mercy was it to US to have parents that prayed for us before
they had us, as well as in our infancy, when we could not pray for
ourselves! "-John Flavel.
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