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.. Who comforteth US in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OOlUNTHIANS i. 4.

THE FEAR OF WAR AND THE POSSIBLE FUTILITY
OF PRAYER.
" Then shall they call upon Me, but I will not answer."-PROVERBS
i. 28.
" Yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear."-IsAIAH i. 15.
" And though they shall cry unto Me, I will not hearken unto them."
-JEREMIAH xi. 11.

FEAR is an experience which may characterize members of the
LORD'S family as well as the people of the world. The Apostle
Paul, describing his own experience on one occasion, says, "Without were fightings, within were fears" (2 Cor. vii. 5).
The LORD knows how liable we are to all manner of fears. Hence
His Word is full of " Fear nots" addressed to His people. " Fear
not," He said to Abraham, "I am thy shield, and thy exceeding
great reward" (Gen. xv. 1).. " Fear not to go down into Egypt,"
He said to J acob, " . . . I will go down with thee into Egypt"
(Gen. xlvi. 3, 4). "Be not afraid," He said to Joshua, "for the
LORD thy GOD is with thee whithersoever thou goest" (Joshua i. 9).
Jeremiah wrote, "Thou drewest near in the day that I called
upon thee: Thou saidst, Fear not" (Lam. iii. 57). The LORD
JESUS said to His disciples, "Why are ye fearful, 0 ye of little
faith ~ " (Matt. viii. 26). And to all His people He says, "Fear
not, little flock; for it is your FATHER'S good pleasure to give
you the kingdom" (Luke xii. 32).
How tender and gracious the LORD is to His people. "He
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knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust" (Ps.
cm. 14), and because He does so, He pities them that fear Him,
and oftentimes says to them words of encouragement.
At the present time the fear of another world war is prominent
in the minds of the world at large. Our statesmen are doing all
that they think right, wise, and good, to avert such an awful
calamity. Whatever we may think of their methods, it is our
duty to pray for them that they may have a right judgment in all
things. It is a consolation to the LORD'S true people to know that
the LORD reigneth. "He doeth according to His will in the army
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none
can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou? " (Dan.
iv. 35). He" worketh all things after the counsel of His own
will" (Eph. i. 11). Even a king's heart is in His hand, and He
turneth it whithersoever He will.
Thus the government. of the world is on His shoulder. The
reins are in His hand. His counsel shall stand. He will do all
His pleasure. He may allow wicked men to triumph for a time,
but they cannot frustrate His purposes, and in due time it will
be seen that those who walk in pride He is able to abase.
THE FEAR OF WAR AND THE RESORT TO PRAYER.
Naturally the possibility of a world war has influenced leaders
in the professedly Christian Church to suggest united prayer to
GOD to avert such a calamity. The Archbishop of Canterbury,
in a speech in the House of Lords, to the grief of many godly
people, " spoke of the possibility of securing some combined action
on the part of his Holiness the Pope and other Christian leaders
in view of the dangers with which the peace of the world is
threatened."
We quote the Archbishop's own words in his letter to The
Times, of May 17th. For ourselves we would refrain from speaking
of the Pope as "his Holiness." We do not think that holiness
in any special and peculiar degree attaches to the Pope. It seems
to be a title which appertains only to GOD. Of Him it is said,
"Holy, Holy, Holy, LORD GOD ALMIGHTY." The Archbishop goes
on to say, "I approached his Holiness the Pope, through Cardinal
Hinsley, with this proposal." The answer he received was "to
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the effect that he had just issued to his own flock an appeal for
a crusade of prayer for peace which would be continued through
the month of May, culminating in the observance of Pentecost by
prayer to the HOLY SPIRIT, the Giver of all good gifts."
There can be no doubt that the Pope prefers to avoid any
co-operation with Protestant denominations in offering prayer for
peace. We wish the Archbishop would refrain from any attempt
to co-operate with the Church of Rome in prayer or in any other
exercise. We have no sympathy with any effort to co-operate
with a Church so steeped in error as is the Church of Rome.
Failing the co-operation of the Pope, the Archbishop has issued
a Call to Prayer signed by a leader of the Greek Church, which
itself is far away in its doctrines from the principles of the Reformation, and signed also by the Moderator of the General Assembly
of the Church of Scotland, and the Moderator of the Federal
Council of the Evangelical Free Churches. This Call to Prayer
will no doubt be responded to (D.V.) ere this article appears in the
July issue of this magazine.
The condition of the Church of England and of the Free Churches
(with some exceptions) is such that we feel that co-operation with
Churches in their corporate capacity is not to be desired by those
who value distinctive Evangelical truth. It seems to us that in
these days the only co-operation that is Scriptural is fellowship
with those who are the LORD'S believing people, and who still
adhere to the great Protestant, Evangelical, and foundation truths
of the Word of GOD.
We noticed that in The Times, of April 27th, there appeared
a letter from leaders of the Methodist Conference, the Baptist
Union, the Congregational Union, and the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church of England. These leaders " believe that
in this time of strained anxiety there is supreme need for the
spiritual forces of the world to act with unmistakable decision in
close union with each other to save humanity from a terrible
tragedy and to vindicate GOD'S purpose for all mankind." They
go on to say, "We urge our fellow Christians to be instant in
prayer for the statesmen and peoples of all nations; to remember
that in every land those united with them in the faith of the same
Gospel are praying as they are; and to strengthen every tie that
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binds Christian people together across the frontiers of the
nations."
We presume that the belief that the spiritual forces of the world
should act in close union with each other to save humanity from
a terrible tragedy, is a conviction that all denominations, including
the Church of Rome and the Greek Church, should unite to save
humanity in the way indicated.
This desire for a united effort on the part of all the Churches
without exception seems to us to ignore entirely the grave errors
into which some of the Churches have fallen. It suggests that
the breach with Rome which took place in the sixteenth century
may now be bridged over, or at any rate, a temporary bridge
may be erected, so as to promote a united front. For ourselves
we feel that union with Churches which have fallen into serious
error has no warrant in Scripture.
No FULL

RECOGNITION OF SIN

In these Calls to Prayer there is no full recognition of national,
ecclesiastical, and personal sins, as the real cause of all our troubles.
There is no call to deep humiliation before GOD for the sins of
our nation, and the sins of which the Churches and their members
are guilty. It seems to be forgotten that if a world war came it
would be a Divine judgment upon the nations.
GOD speaks of His "four sore judgments" and mentions the
sword, and the famine, the noisome beast, and the pestilence, as
judgments which He may bring upon a nation for its sins. (See
Ezek. xiv. 13-21.)
Seeing that this is the case, surely the supreme need of the time
is that GOD'S true people should humble themselves before GOD
and acknowledge with deep penitence of heart their departures
from the doctrines and precepts of His inspired Word.
This is what Ezra did. He fell on his knees and spread out
his hands unto the LORD his GOD, and said, "0 my GOD, I am
ashamed and blush to lift up my face to Thee, my GOD: for our
iniquities are increased over our head, and our trespass is grown
up unto the heavens. Since the days of our fathers have we
been in a great trespass unto this day; and for our iniquities
have we, our kings, and our priests, been delivered into the hand
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of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, and to a
spoil, and ,to confusion of face, as it is this day" (Ezra ix. 6, 7).
This also is what Nehemiah did. With tears in his eyes he
"prayed before the GOD of heaven" and confessed the sins of
the children of Israel, and with a penitent heart he sought the
LORD'S mercy. (See Neh. i. 4-11.)
This is what Daniel, the prophet, did. " We have sinned, and
have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have
rebelled, even by departing from Thy precepts and from Thy
judgments." "Yea, all Israel have transgressed Thy law, even
by departing, that they might not obey Thy voice; therefore
the curse is poured upon us." "For our sins, and for the iniquities
of our fathers, Jerusalem and Thy people are become a reproach
to all that are about us." (See Dan. ix. 5, 11, 16.)
THE POSSIBLE FUTILITY OF PRAYER

I-

The Bible abounds in promises that prayer will be answered.
Our hearts are cOInforted by such promises as, "The eyes of the
LORD are upon the righteous, and His ears are open unto their
cry" (Ps. xxxiv. 15). "Everyone that asketh receiveth; and
he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened" (Matt. vii. 8).
But the Bible also contains many qualifications to such precious
promises. God says, "Because I have called, and ye refused;
I have stretched out My hand, and no man regarded; but ye
have set at nought all My counsel, and would none of My reproof;
I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear
cometh. . . . Then shall they call upon Me, but I will not answer"
(Prov. i. 24-26, 28).
Again He says, "When ye spread forth your hands, I will hide
Mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not
hear; your hands are full of blood" (Is. i. 15).
" Therefore thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will bring evil upon
them, ~hich they shall not be able to escape; and though they
shall cry unto Me, I will not hearken unto them." To Jeremiah
the prophet the LORD said, in view of the idolatry and other sins
of His people, "Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither
lift up a cry or prayer for them: for I will not hear them in the

28~

The Gospel Magazine

time that they cry unto Me for their trouble." "Pray not for this
people for their good. When they fast, I will not hear their cry;
and when they offer burnt offering and an oblation, I will not
accept them: but I will consume them by the sword, and by the
famine, and by the pestilence" (Jer. xi. 11, 14; xiv. 11, 12).
To Ezekiel the LORD said, " Hast thou seen this, 0 son of man 7
Is it a light thing to the house of Judah that they commit the
abominations which they commit here ~ for they have filled
the land with violence, and have returned to provoke Me to anger:
and, 10, they put the branch to their nose. Therefore will I also
deal in fury: Mine eyes shall not spare, neither will I have pity:
and though they cry in Mine ears with a loud voice, yet will I not
hear them" (Ezek. viii. 17, 18).
Through the prophet Micah the LORD says, "Then shall they
cry unto the LORD, but He will not hear them: He will even hide
His face from them at that time, as they have behaved themselves ill
in their doings" (Micah iii. 4).
Through Zechariah the prophet, the LORD says, "Therefore it
is come to pass, that as He cried, and they would not hear; so
they cried, and I would not hear, saith the LORD of hosts: but I
scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations whom they
knew not. Thus the land was desolate after them, that no man
passed through nor returned: for they laid the pleasant land
desolate" (Zech. vii. 13, 14).
These passages, taken with their context, clearly show that if
a nation falls into idolatry and other sins, and continues to cling
to their iniquities, the LORD will not listen to their prayers. The
people of an apostate nation must humble themselves before GOD
in deep penitence for their sins, if they desire Him to hear their
prayers in a time of national trouble. "The LORD'S hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that it
cannot hear." There is no limit to His saving power, however
great the emergency. There is no deficiency in His power to hear
the cries of those who pray. But if national sins are indulged in
and cherished GOD'S blessing and favour will be withheld. "Ycn~r
iniquities have separated between you and your GOD, and your sins
have hid His face from you, that He will not hear" (Isa. lix. 1, 2).
This great truth is lamentably forgotten at the present time.
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There is no real realization and acknowledgement of our national
and ecclesiastical sins. Of the nation at large it may be said that
" There is no fear of GOD before their eyes." The LORD'S Day is
widely desecrated. Sunday newspapers, Sunday cinemas, Sunday
trains, Sunday boats, Sunday buses and tramcars, Sunday motoring,
Sunday pleasuring, and Sunday feasting, all testify to the national
breach of the fourth commandment. It is said that in London
ninety-five out of every hundred fail to attend a place of worship
on the LORD'S Day. Practically all the denominations are
deploring the emptiness of our Ohurches and Ohapels on the LORD'S
Day.
Enormous sums of money are spent on the sin of gambling.
Luxury and extravagance abound. The condition of the Ohurches
can only be regarded as deplorable. The increasing prevalence of
the errors and superstitions of sacerdotalism indicate beyond
doubt that the great principles of the Reformation in defence of
which Oranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, and scores of others laid
down their lives, are now repudiated by large numbers. The
modernism which has got a firm grip both in the Ohurch of England
and in many of the Nonconformist Ohurches, in effect teaches
that the Bible is a fallible Book, that OHRIST is a fallible Saviour,
and that we must no longer delight in the penal and substitutionary
character of the Atonement. Add to these things the formalism
and sensuousness associated with public worship, and the worldly
methods of obtaining money for the LORD'S work, and it becomes
evident that sin and error abound in our Ohurches. But the
enormity of sin is not felt. Its heinousness is not realized. Even
though we might easily be plunged into the horrible world war,
the awful dread of which has taken possession of the minds of
all the nations, yet there is no sign of humiliation before GOD for
national and ecclesiastical sins. Yet all our sins are known to
Him. He says, "Mine eyes are upon all their ways: they are not
hid from My face, neither is their iniquity hid from Mine eyes"
(Jer. xvi. 17)'.
The words of the Psalmist are true both of individuals and of
nations, "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the LORD will not hear
me" (Ps. lxvi. 18).
1,11 view of the present state of things the question arises, What
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It seems to us that we need
Daniel was alone in
a heathen land, and singly and alone he confessed the sins of the
nation and sought the Divine mercy. "Now therefore, 0 our
GOD, hear the prayer of Thy servant, and his supplications, and
cause Thy face to shine upon Thy sanctuary that is desolate, for
the LORD'S sake" (Dan. ix. 17). Lonely servants of GOD may
rightly imitate his example. Besides, where possible real believers
should unite in humiliation and prayer before GOD on behalf of
our own nation, that He in His mercy may spare us, and sanctify
the present discipline to the spiritual good of the nation. If it
be His gracious will the terrible judgment of another world war
will be averted in answer to His penitent and praying people,
few though they be in number.
THE EDITOR
(Thomas H oughton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
can be done? or, What should we do?

to imitate Daniel, Ezra, and Nehemiah.

LEBANON NOT SUFFICIENT.
THE FOLLY OF RITUALISM.

"And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts. thereof
sufficient for a burnt oifering."-IsAIAH xl. 16.
AN altar make of mighty Lebanon:
Secure and slay the flocks and herds thereon:
Consume the life ten thousand trees supply,
To send a cloud of fragrant smell on high.
But all my fears and all my sins remain;
No blood of beasts can wash away the stain:
No voice comes down to make my terror cease,
Or fill my soul with heavenly joy and peace.
To Calvary I turn my longing eyes:
'Tis only here my hopes and songs arise:
One perfect Sacrifice for sins, once made,
Provides for me a sweet and pleasant shade.
No works of mine can saving merit claim:
Acceptance is in my Redeemer's Name:
I therefore bid all empty forms depart,
My only sacrifice a contrite heart.
Epsom.

WILLIAM WILE MAN.
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AIR RAIDS AND SHELTERS.

IV.-AN UNPARALLELED AIR RAID.
" But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night,. in the
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the
works that are therein shall be burned up."-2 PETER iii. 10.

,"

THE Apostle Peter begins this' chapter by exhorting the believers
to whom he was writing to be mindful of the teaching of the
prophets of the Old Testament and of Ohrist in the New Testament.
In other words they were to take diligent heed to the teaching
of Scripture. This was necessary in order to fortify them against
false teachers who would arise. False teachers had already arisen
in apostolic days, but others would arise in the last days. Such
men would scoff at. the idea that the Lord is coming again.
Walking after their own lusts they would ask, "Where is the
promise of His coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation."
Declaring that there has been no break in the regularity and
continuity of things in the past, they conclude that there will
be no break in the future. In this, however, they are woefully
wrong. They wilfully forget and ignore one great and catastrophic
event in the history of the world. "By the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water
and in the water: whereby the world that then was, being overflowed'
with water, perished.".
Thus all things have not continued as they were from the
beginning of the creation. Neither will they continue as they were.
A flood on a universal scale will never again take place, but something more awful will happen. "The heavens and the earth,
which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men."
But with the Lord, " one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day."
From the Divine standpoint it is barely two days since Peter
wrote this Epistle. He is not slack concerning His promise.

r
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The reason of His delay is His longsuffering towards His elect
people, not willing that any of them should perish, but that all
of them should in due time come to repentance. The day of
His coming, however, will certainly dawn. Then the air will be
raided or invaded with fire. "The heavens being on fire shall
be dissolved, and the elements (the heavenly bodies) shall melt
with fervent heat." "The earth also and the works that are
therein shall be burned up."
It seems certain that the day of the Lord is a period, and that
before the period terminates these solemn events will take place.
1. Observe now that the destruction of the present heavens and
the present earth is foretold in the Old Testament.
" All the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens
shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall
down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig
from the fig tree."
" Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth
shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die
in like manner: but My salvation shall be for ever, and My
righteousness shall not be abolished" (Isa. xxxiv. 4; li. 6).
The Psalmist also foretold this unparalleled event, and his
prediction is quoted in the first chapter of the Epistle to the
Hebrews: "Of old hast Thou laid the foundation of the earth:
and the heavens are the work of Thy hands. They shall perish,
but Thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old like a
. garment; as a vesture shalt Thou change them, and they shall
be changed: but Thou art the same, and Thy years shall have
no end" (Ps. ell. 25-27).
2. The destruction of the heavens and the earth are foretold in
the New Testament.
Our Lord said, "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My
word shall not pass away" (Matt. xxiv. 35). The apostle John
predicts the same solemn, awful, and stupendous event. He
says, "I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from
Whose face the earth and the heaven fled away,. and there was found
no place for them."
Scoffers may ridicule the idea that these .predictions will be
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fulfilled, but we unhesitatingly believe that what God hath promised
or threatened He will certainly perform.
3. Thirdly, observe that this destruction will take place
unexpectedly.
" The day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night." A thief
is both an unexpected and an unwelcome visitor. Those who
go on denying the truth of the Bible will not expect the terrible
catastrophe of which the apostle speaks. When it does take
place it will be terribly startling in its character, and certainly
unwelcome to the ungodly. The world of the ungodly who were
swept away by the flood went on in their unbelief "until the
flood came, and took them all away" (Matt. xxiv. 39). The
people of Sodom went on eating and drinking, buying and selling,
planting and building, imagining no doubt that all things would
continue as before, " but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them
all" (Luke xvii. 28, 29). That is the testimony of the Son of
God Himself, Who was present at the time, and graciously" delivered
just Lot, who was vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked."
Things are happening in the world to-day which are unexampled
in the history of the European nations, and yet the majority of
professedly Christian England go on in their sins with no fear
of God before their eyes. Gambling, the love of pleasures, and
sabbath desecration prevail in spite of the possibility of another
terrible world war. The leaders in the Churches are for the most
part unconscious of the sins of sacerdotalism, modernism,
formalism, and worldliness which are being cherished in the professing Church. In view of the solemn things which Scripture
predicts do we not need to humble ourselves under the mighty
hand of God ~
4. Fourthly, the destruction of the heavens and the earth will be
by fire.
In other words, the whole atmosphere will be raided by fire.
"The elements (the heavenly bodies) shall melt with fervent
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned
up." "The heavens being on fire shall be dissolved" (2 Peter
iii. 10, 12). All the old abbeys and cathedrals, so much admired
by lovers of architecture, shall be destroyed. Royal palaces,
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Houses of Parliament, government buildings, museums with their
priceless treasures, art galleries, libraries, banks, mansion houses,
factories, iron works, dockyards, monuments of the great, the
halls of the rich, and the cottages of the poor-all "shall be
burned up." We deplore to-day the havoc which the dropping
of bombs through the air makes upon valuable property, as well
as the hundreds of human beings who are hurried into eternity
by this modern method of warfare, but all this is as nothing
compared with the universal destruction of the old heavens and
the old earth which the sure word of prophecy tells us will take
place.
Associated with this terrible air raid is "the day of judgment
and perdition of ungodly men." Without discussing the question
of a millennium we can all agree that when the earth and the
heaven flee away from the presence of Him Who will sit on the
great white throne, the dead, small and great, will stand before
God, "And whosoever was not found written in the book of life
was cast into the lake of fire " (Rev. xx. 11-15). No one destitute
of the fear of God will escape. The warning of this unparalleled
air raid has been Divinely given. There is but one shelterthat is the Lamb of God. Those only who behold Him by faith
and trust in the efficacy of His blood will be saved from the lake
of fire. "There is no condemnation for them that are in Christ
Jesus" (Rom. viii. 1).
" Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest;
The merits of thy great High Priest
Have bought thy liberty:
Trust in His efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from God,
Since Jesus died for thee ! "
The same Scriptures, however, which predict the destruction
of the old heavens and the old earth, predict also the creation
of new heavens and a new earth. "Behold, I create new heavens
and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor
come into mind" (Isa. lxv. 17). The apostle John says, "I saw
a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the
first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea . . .
And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the
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tabernacle of God is 'with men, and He will dwell with them,
and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them,
and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former
things are passed away" (Rev. xxi. 1, 3, 4).
Here, indeed, is a prospect full of unspeakable comfort for
those who shall experience the blessings-the great blessingshere promised. But who are they? Let us go back to Peter's
second Epistle and notice that after he predicts the destruction
of the old heavens and the old earth he goes on to say, " Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." "We" look for
these things. Who are the "we"? To whom is the apostle
speaking, and of whom is he speaking?
Look at the first verse of the Epistle, and notice that he is
writing" to them who have obtained like precious faith with us
in the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ" (literal
translation) .
Are we, dear friends, amongst those who through God's infinite
grace have obtained precious faith in the righteousness of
our Divine Saviour Jesus Christ? Has God in His infinite
mercy enabled us to renounce all confidence in our own righteousness and to trust only in the righteousness of Him Who is "THE
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS"? If so, we are amongst the "we"
who" look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness." Oh, the mercy if such is the case.
"Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be
diligent that ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot,
and blameless." "What manner of persons ought ye to be in
all holy conversation and godliness" (2 Peter iii. 11, 13, 14).
THE EDITOR.
" IT is usual with God to retaliate men's disobedience to their parents
in kind: commonly our own children shall pay us home for it. I have
read in a gr:ave 'author, of a wicked wretch that dragged his father
along the house: the father begged him not to drag him beyond
such a place, for, said he, I dragged my father no farther. Oh, the
sad, but just retributions of God! "-J ohn Flavel.
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'Jtlgtim 'Japer£'.
WELLSPRINGS.

"And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent: for He is not
a man, that He should repent."-l SAMUEL xv. 29.
WHEN we find a promise in the infallible Word, folded up with one
of the titles of the Divine Author, we may expect great things, beloved,
in the fulfilment of the same. And here, in the verse before us for
our consideration at this time, we have one of the most gloriously
great and comforting titles of Jehovah-Jesus given for His weak and
helpless family of grace.
" The Strength of Israel." Nor can one of His Israel say that there
was ever a time when He was not that! It was of Him that Moses
and the children of Israel " sang this song unto the Lord, and spake,
saying, I will sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously;
the horse and his rider hath He cast into the sea. The Lord is my
strength and my song, and He is become my salvation" (Exod. xv. 1,2).
" The Strength of Israel" had brought that great congregation through
the midst of the sea as upon dry ground, whilst the pursuing Egyptians
with their chariots and horsemen were drowned. For" the Lord shall
fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace." He had spoken, Who
was to prove Himself again to them as "the Strength of Israel."
And that one record in the precious book before us, must suffice as an
example, in this brief meditation of all and every other wherein the
Lord their God was their strength and help, their succourer and
deliverer. For, here we pause to think, and with adoring gratitude
and praise, how He is from generation to generation the same God
unto His weak and needy people. What He was to Abraham, Moses,
and all the Old Testament saints, He was likewise to the Church of
the New Testament in the person of His Son; and He is " the same
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." The blessedness of this is also
intensified when we remember that all of His people in all ages
are" poor and needy." He is likewise their Helper and is fully equal
to their necessity. "The Strength of Israel" does not imply a mere
passive strength. But He is, according to His nature and His name,
" as the sun in his might," rising day by day to shine again after the
night of darkness, and to renew with fresh life and vigour the people
of His choice and care. This glorious title is rendered by the translation in the margin, "The Eternity, or Victory" of Israel. So that
no wayworn saint of any age, or you and I, beloved, in our day and
generation, can ever say that this glorious promise declared by the
Lord's dear servant, the prophet Samuel, only belonged to that day
and generation. It declares an active and continual grace put forth
on behalf of everyone of the election of grace, in all ages, by their
Strength, Who will ultimately be their glorious Victory and bring
them off " more than conquerors through Him that loved them."
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And how well the Lord of His people knew they would need a strong
God for their help when they" were without strength," and a strong
arm to lean upon when coming up out of the wilderness, leaning all
the way upon their Beloved. And of all such, as in Joseph's blessing,
it can be told, " the archers havellorely grieved him, and shot at him,
and hated him: but his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his
hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob;
(from thence is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel)" (Gen. xlix. 24).
His infinite care for His helpless people is not only shown in being
their strength, but in being their strong consolation also, in the house
of their pilgrimage. You remember that Hopeful inquired of the
shepherds in Bunyan's allegory, "How far might they go on in
pilgrimage in their day, since they notwithstanding were thus miserably
cast away ~" The shepherds answered, "Some farther, and some
not so far as these mountains." "Then said the pilgrims one to
another, We have need to cry unto the Strong for strength." "Ay,
replied the shepherds, and you will have need to use it, when you have
it, too." Let us remember that the God of our salvation is glorified
by our felt need of Him and by His being sought after and leant upon
in our impotency. He il1 our Almighty Strength.
Let us now look briefly into some of the promises of our faithful God
to His children, weak and frail, sinful and erring as they know and
mourn themselves to be, but who, in all their need, find Him true and
faithful to His promise to be their strength and sufficiency, their helper
and deliverer, so long as they are in an enemy's land. They daily
have need to cry with David, " Be Thou my strong habitation whereunto I may continually resort."
If we would be strong in the Lord, we must needs look away from
self to Him alone. It is thus we learn the blessedness of those" whose
strength is in Thee," as the Psalmist said (Ps. lxxxiv. 5). If we would
be strong in the Lord we need to cast ourselves upon Him for the
faith that Abraham had, taking God at His bare word in humble
obedience, and going forth, knowing not whither, but relying wholly
upon our Infallible Guide (Heb. xi. 8). He knew not whither he went;
but he relied upon the Lord God Almighty as his Strength and Guide;
he looked to the promises of a performing and faithful God. He had
the assurance that if the Lord sent him forth to a place appointed,
the God of his pilgrimage, the God of all the promises, was Himself
responsible and would not fail nor disappoint him.
Again, if we would be strong in the Lord, we shall be rejoicing in
that blessed oneness with Christ, Who is the sum total of all the
promises. He is His people's " Strong Rock" (Ps. xxxi. 2). He is
their" Strong Tower from the enemy" (lxi. 3). He is their" Strong
Habitation" (lxxi. 3). His people rejoice that while in themselves as
weak as worms and helpless as newborn babes, they can say, " Thou
hast a mighty arm; and strong is thy hand and high is thy right hand"
(lxxxix. 13). He is their "high tower" above all their enemies
(2 Sam. xxii. 3). "In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence: and
20
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His children shall have a place of refuge" (Prov. xiv. 26), yea, all
their strength is wrapped up in that blessed title of His, " their Redeemer
is strong" (Jer. 1. 34).
And another secret of His people's strength is to be much in prayer.
The hymnist writes truly :"Prayer was appointed to convey
The blessings God designs to give.
Long as they live should Christians pray,
For only while they pray, they live."

Oh, beloved, have you not often found the blessedness of strength
renewed and joy in the Lord increased as you have thus waited upon
Him, either in the public and ordained means of grace, or in your own
private devotions and approaches to the mercy-seat? How true are
the prophet's words, "They that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength" (Isa. xl. 31). Have you not proved the sweet realization with the Psalmist, " Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and
He shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord"? (Ps.
xxvii. 14).
And again, if we would be strong we must use the means which
promote growth in grace, and that is by feeding much and often upon
the Word. "I have written unto you," said the beloved Apostle John,
" young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in
you, and ye have overcome the wicked one" (1 John ii. 14).
It is thus in the strength that God supplies in and through His dear
Son, that His children live and move and have their being in that
spiritual and hidden life·, even the life of God in the soul. It is thus
" they go from strength to strength" in their pilgrim steps Zionward.
It is thus they are made" strong in the Lord, and in the power of His
might" (Eph. vi. 10). It is in that strength, not their own, that they
can sing with the sweet Psalmist of Israel, " God is my strength and
power: He maketh my way perfect" (2 Sam. xxii. 33). And living
and abiding thus in Him, day by day, they prove how their exceeding
need is set over against His exceeding love, and how marvellously and
mercifully the Lord Jehovah is their strength and their song and
salvation. They are constrained to set to their seal the truth and
faithfulness and compassion of their God, Who all through their lives
has never failed them. He is their strength from their first and until
their last spiritual breath. Being" without strength" and in and of
themselves as weak as worms, how truly" blessed and happy are they
who have the God of Jacob for their help and whose hope is in the
Lord their God."

R.

" PAUL was converted without the intervention of human instrumelltality."-Dr. C. Hodge.
" IF works of love are not produced, the faith is not of God; yet
when produced, they do not justify."-Berridge.
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.sermons anlI N otcs of Sermons.
THE CEREMONIAL LAW.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. W. ROMAINE, M.A.,
IN ST. DUNSTAN'S IN THE WEST, LONDON,
IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

" Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, I will get me to the
mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense."-SoNG OF
SOLOMON iv. 6.
AFTER man had broken the moral law, and had fallen into a helpless
state of guilt and misery, it pleased God to reveal the Covenant of
grace. As soon as the way to salvation was stopped by the law, He
opened a new and living way by the Gospel. The Messiah was
promised, and the rites and ceremonies were instituted, which were
to represent what He was to be and to do for the salvation of men.
" Which things were a shadow, but the body, or substance, was Christ."
They were expressive figures and shadows of his actions and sufferings,
and in them the religion of the Gospel was delineated to the senses
of the faithful. This law of ceremonies was revealed upon the fall,
and afterwards republished in writing by Moses. It had God for its
author, and was established by His Divine'authority, and therefore it
deserves our particular consideration.
In my last discourse I endeavoured to explain the scope and design
of the moral law, and to prove that by its works no flesh can be justified
in the sight of God. The next body of law is the ceremonial, which
preaches salvation from the pains and penalties incurred by the breach
of the moral law. It held forth this doctrine under a great variety of
types and figures, and taught it in many plain passages. The words
which I have read contain the Messiah's own sentiments of this subject.
The commentators allow Him to be the speaker, and He is addressing
himself to the faithful, with whom He holds sweet and spiritual
discourse in this Divine treatise. He particularly informs them where
He vouchsafed His presence, and would be found of them who sought
Him, so long as the ceremonial law was in force. "Until the day
break," says He, until the day of My first coming in the flesh shall
dawn, and the shadows flee away, the types and shadows of the law
shall vanish, I will get Me to the mountain of myrrh and to the hill
of frankincense, to the mountain of the Lord's house, even to the holy
hill of Sion, and there I will be spiritually present in the temple service;
I will there give My blessing to the ordinances, and will make them
the means of grace: whatever your wants may be, apply to Me in
these instituted means, and you will find an abundant supply; for
" until the day break, and the shadows flee away," etc.
The consideration of this passage will, I hope, by the assistance of
God, help us to comprehend the scope and design of the ceremonial
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law. And may the Holy Spirit, Who inspired these words, accompany
our present meditation upon them, that we may,
1. Clearly understand their true sense and meaning; and,
2. Be established in the doctrine which they contain.
There are many parts of the Song hard to be understood, especially
by the unlearned and unstable, who wrest it, as they do also the other
Scriptures, to their own destruction. But the passage which we have
now before us is very easy. There is no difficulty in it to persons who
• have a little acquaintance with the Scripture manner of writing, which
constantly uses and accommodates natural things to explain spiritual,
suiting its instructions to man's present embodied stat€, in which he
cannot see the things of grace, but through the glass of nature. The
language of the Old Testament is entirely of this kind. Every Hebrew
word has a literal sense, and stands for some sensible object, and
thereby gives us a comparative idea of some spiritual object. As this
is the nature of the language, so is it also of the subject-matter of the
book of Canticles. It is drawn up in the manner of a dialogue, in
which outward and material things are used to represent inward and
spiritual things. This way of writing is very abstruse to t,hem who
have not the senses of their souls exercised to discern the things of
God; but to them who have, it is an easy book. He that runs may
read it, if he has but a little acquaintance with the Scripture language,
and some of that love in his heart, of which this book treats; for it is
a song of loves, setting forth the mutual affection between Christ and
the believer, who is united to Him by saving faith. And, in the
words of my text, Christ informs the believer where he might at all
times find His presence. He would be spiritually present in the services and ceremonies of the temple. By these He would convey grace
and strength to His faithful people, until His coming in the flesh.
" Until the day break." The Scripture mentions two days by way
of eminence, and distinguishes them by two of the greatest events,
which the Redeemer's love and power are to produce-the day of
Christ's first coming, and the day of His second coming. The day of
His first coming in the flesh is here spoken of-the day which Abraham
earnestly desired to see. And in the New Testament our Lord calls
it My day, the day of My incarnation, when I, Jehovah should take a
body of flesh, and God and man should be one Christ. This day
many prophets and kings desired to see; for God manifest in the
flesh was the foundation of their faith and hopes. They longed to
see this day break, and to behold the Sun of Righteousness with His
saving and healing influences arising upon the earth; and when He
did arise, we find those, who were then looking for redemption, singing
his praises with grateful hearts: "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
through Whose tender mercy the day-spring from on high hath visited
us" ; they blessed God, because the substance was now to take the place
of the shadow, and all the legal ceremonies were to be succeeded by
Gospel realities. When the glorious day of Christ's appearance in the
flesh was come, and the light of life was risen upon the earth, then:
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The shadows were to flee away. The legal ceremonies are called
shadows, in Scripture, because they were the outward and visible signs
of inward and spiritual objects. St. Paul says, the ceremonial law
"-had the shadow of good things to come" (Heb. x. 1), of the good
things which are now come to us by the advent of Christ; and it had
the patterns and examples of heavenly things, everyone of which
had God for its author, and was instituted by Him to be an apt figure,
and to raise a just idea of some spiritual object; as Moses was
admonished of God, when he was about to make the tabernacle. "For,
see," saith He, "that thou make all things according to the pattern
showed to thee in the mount." Every rite and ceremony was
a pattern of some heavenly object, the real existence of which the
pattern proved, as a shadow proves the reality of the substance from
which it is cast, and the resemblance and likeness of which it set
before the eyes, as the shadow of a body is a representation of it.
The Scripture has expressly determined what all these shadows were
to represent; for the apostle, speaking of them in Colossians ii. 17,
declares" that they were the shadow of things to come, but the body is
of Christ."
Christ is the reality of all the shadows of the law; He is the
body, the substance, of Whom they are the pictures. If you take
away their reference to Him, they cease to be examples and shadows
of heavenly things; but if you suppose them to represent Him, and
His actions, and sufferings, etc., then they answered many noble
purposes, until He came in the flesh to fulfil them; for then these
shadows were to flee away, one great end of their institution being
answered. The -observance of them was to be no longer in force; but
they were to be entirely repealed and abrogated. However, until this
blessed day should break, and these legal shadows should thus flee
away, the text says they were to serve a double purpose; they were
first to be the outward and visible sign of the inward and spiritual
grace given unto us, and ordained by Christ Himself; to be, secondly,
a means whereby we receive the same, and a pledge to assure us thereof.
This is plainly implied in the last words of the text, in which Christ
declares, that until the ceremonies were fulfilled by His coming in the
flesh, He would be spiritually present in them.
" I will get me to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense." Where was this mountain of myrrh? Was it not the place
in which the Lord was present until the shadows were fled away?
And where was He present but in the services of the ceremonial law,
which could not be performed anywhere, when the text was spoken,
but in the temple? There the Lord had put His Name, and had
sanctified the house by the presence of His glory. "I have chosen,"
says the Lord (2 Chron. vii. 16), " and sanctified this house, that My
Name may be there for ever, and Mine eyes and Mine heart shall be
there perpetually." There will I receive the sacrifices which I have
forbidden to be offered anywhere else; there will I accept the prayers
of the faithful offerer, and there will I dwell between the cherubim
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with visible tokens of My Divine presence and glory. As He chose
the people of Israel out of all the nations of the earth to be His people,
so He chose His sanctuary in Judah, and the holy hill of Sion to be His
dwelling-place, manifesting His presence there in such a manner as he
did nowhere else in the world; and therefore we may infer, that when
Christ says, " I will get Me to the monntain of myrrh, until the shadows
flee away," He certainly meant the mountain of the Lord's house;
and the Hebrew word justifies this inference, for the word rendered
" myrrh" is the same root with Moriah, the mount upon which the
temple stood. "I will get Me," says Christ, "to the mountain of
Moriah, and there will I dwell, because I have a delight therein." So
that we have here a plain testimony of Christ's presence in the
ceremonial services performed upon mount Moriah; in these He was
to be found of them that sought Him, until the day of His manifestation
in the flesh; and the meaning of the word seems to me to confirm
this interpretation, for it signifies bitterness-what is bitter to the
taste, and bitter to the spirit, grievous and hard to be borne. And
what was there to be seen or done upon mount Moriah to render this
its proper name ~ Look at the chief part of the temple service, and
then judge. It consisted in making gifts and sacrifices for sin, in
which you may behold a striking picture of the bitter sufferings of the
Lamb of God. In the sacrifices were represented every day things
more bitter than death, the shedding of His blood, and the taking
away of His life. He bled and died under the wrath of God, and to
satisfy the infinite demands of law and justice. His agony and bloody
sweat, His cross and passion, show what bitter things the Father has
written against Him. These were represented in the roasting of the
paschal lamb with fire, and in the eating it with bitter herbs. And
when Christ our Passover was sacrificed for us, and really underwent
the fire of the Father's wrath there never was any sorrow like unto
that sorrow, which forced Him to cry out in the bitterness of His soul,
"My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~ "
If all these circumstances be laid together, they will evidently
determine the place of Christ's presence while the ceremonial law was
in force. He was spiritually present in the temple service, to render
the sacrifices, and the other typical rites, the means of grace, and
effectual to the ends for which they were instituted; for after the
moral law had been broken, there was no way to salvation but faith
in the promised Saviour; and the necessity of faith in him was taught
by the services of the ceremonial law ; as it is written, " Through faith
they kept the passover," they acted faith upon Christ in the passover:
they slew and roasted the paschal lamb with fire and ate it with bitter
herbs, knowing it to be a type of the future sacrifice of the Lamb of
God, of the benefits of Whose death they were then through faith
partakers. They found His spiritual presence strengthening and
refreshing their souls at the passover, as we do now at the Lord's
supper; and they knew that through His merits and mediation,
their persons and their services were acceptable to God the Father,
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which is, I think, the sense of the last words of the text, " I will get
me to the hill of frankincense."
This is the same place mentioned before, only described by another
name, to express a different property. Incense was by Divine
co=and a chief part of the temple service. As the sacrifices offered
in the temple were to represent the death of Christ, so the incense there
offered was to represent the sweet savour of His meritorious death,
which alone could reconcile God to sinners and could render them
and their services well-pleasing in His sight; and therefore that rich
perfume mentioned (Exod. xxx.), which was the type of the sweet
incense of Christ's merits, was forbidden, upon pain of death, to be used
upon any other occasion than in the service of God, and in any other
place than in the tabernacle at that time, and afterwards in the temple.
The co=and is (verse 36), " Thou shalt put of it before the testimony,
in the tabernacle of the congregation, where I will meet with thee;
it shall be unto you most holy." "Whosoever shall make like unto
that, to smell thereto, shall even be cut off from His people" (verse 38).
This was to show that God the Father is rendered propitious to sinners,
only through the merits of His Son's sacrifice, and that he who seeks
to be accepted in any other way or means shall die in his sins. The
incense, then, was a type of Christ's meritorious death, and the hill
of frankincense was the holy hill of Sion, upon which incense used to
be offered, and a pure offering. The offering was that great sacrifice
of the Lamb of God shadowed out by all the sacrifices slain from the
foundation of the world, and the incense was to represent the efficacy
of His sacrifice. It is said of the typical offerings, that the Lord
smelled a sweet savour; how much more was He pleased with the
offering and sacrifice of Christ, which was, indeed, a sweet-smelling
savour, acceptable and well-pleasing unto God!
But how was Christ present in the offering up of the incense? It
was his institution, and He was spiritually present to render it effectual
to the ends for which he instituted it. He appointed it to be one of
the means of grace; for He taught believers, by this ceremony, that
He could make them and their services acceptable to the offended
Deity, and by His Spirit He gave them the comfortable knowledge of
their acceptance. When, therefore, he mentions His presence on the
hill of frankincense, it is as if He had said, "When the high priest
enters once every year at the great feast of atonement into the holy
of holies, and there fumes the incense before the cherubim of glory,
and sprinkles the blood before the mercy-seat, I will then enable
believers to act faith upon My future fulfilling and realizing of this
service; for after my sacrifice upon earth, I will enter into the holy
of holies, and will there plead My merits before the mercy-seat in
heaven, and, by My all-prevailing intercession, will render the persons
and the services of believers well pleasing unto God the Father. Thus
Christ was present upon the hill of frankincense, and there the faithful
expected to meet with Him; for while the priest was offering up the
incense in the temple, the people used to be at prayers without, hoping
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that the Angel of the Covenant, who had much incense given to him,
to offer it up with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar
which was before the throne, would make the smoke of the incense
ascend up with their prayers before God. In this hope we find the
whole multitude of the people (Luke i. 10) praying without, at the time
that Zacharias was burning the incense in the temple of the Lord.
From the sense and meaning of the words as thus in part opened
and explained, the following doctrine may be established. Upon the
breach of the moral law the ceremonial law was instituted to prefigure
the promised Messiah, and His actions and sufferings, and to preach
forgiveness of sins through Him. Until the day of His coming in the
flesh, the ceremonies served as shadows to raise ideas of Him, and as
means of grace to support the faith and hopes of His people in Him;
they were outward and visible signs of inward and spiritual grace, in
the very same manner as the sacraments are at present, signing and
sealing to believers the benefits purchased by the obedience and
sufferings of the Lamb of God. This is the doctrine which I proposed,
under my second general head, to establish.
The whole volume of Scripture considers the ceremonial law in this
same point of view. It was the scop~ and design of the Old Testament
to reveal to sinners the Covenant of grace, and to teach them how
they might obtain pardon for their breach of the moral law. Upon
the first breach of it the Messiah was promised, and the rites and
services of the ceremonial law were instituted to keep up faith and
hope in him, until His coming in the flesh; for they showed what He
was to be, and to do, and to suffer. The New Testament relates the
accomplishment of the Old, proving Jesus of Nazareth to be the
promised Messiah, and declaring how He did and suffered everything
prefigured by the types, and foretold by the prophets. Both Testaments, therefore, treat of one and the same subject; namely of the
way and method by which the transgressors of the moral law may be
delivered from the guilt and punishment which they had incurred.
This is the opinion of our Church in her seventh article: "The Old
Testament is not contrary to the New, for both in the Old and New
Testament everlasting life is offered to mankind by Jesus Chri::it."
The everlasting life, forfeited by the breach of the moral law, is offered
(or proclaimed) to mankind in the Old Testament, as well as in the
New, and offered (or proclaimed) by the same Saviour, Jesus Christ,
and offered (or proclaimed) by the same Gospel of the grace of God.
" For unto us," says the apostle (Heb. iv. 2), " was the Gospel preached,
as well as unto them." He is speaking of the Israelites, who, after
their deliverance from Egypt, perished in the wilderness through
unbelief: and he says, that what is preached unto us, was preached
unto them. They had the same Gospel which Paul preached, and
what it was he thus informs the Corinthians: I declare unto you the
Gospel which I preached unto you, how that Christ died for our sins,
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose
again the third day according to the Scriptures. This is our Gospel; and
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it was theirs under the Old Testament dispensation. Believers then had
the same faith that we have, in the same Saviour. The Gospel preached
to them the coming of Christ, His sufferings and death for their sins,
and His resurrection; they believed He would come, and we believe
He is come. In this simple circumstance their Gospel differs from
ours. Our reformers, in the second part of the Homily upon Faith,
speaking of the fathers, martyrs, and other holy men, mentioned in
Hebrews xi., have these remarkable words: "They did not only
know God to be the Lord, Maker, and Governor of all men in the
world; but also they had a special confidence and trust, that he was
and would be their God, their comforter, aider, helper, maintainer.
and defender. This is the Christian faith which these holy men had,
and which we also ought to have; and although they were not named
Christian men, yet it was a Christian faith that they had: for they'
looked for all the benefits of God the Father, through the merits of
His Son Jesus Christ, as we do now. This difference is between them
and us-that they looked when Christ should come, and we be in the
time when He is come; therefore, saith St. Augustine, the time is
altered and changed, but not the faith." Faith was always the same.
Ever since the moral law was first broken, there has been but one
Gospel, which preached salvation by one Lord, and one faith; and
which was made effectual by that one Spirit, Who worketh all
in all.
If you ask, How was it preached to the holy men of old? It was
revealed to them by many plain prophecies (" for the testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy") and by many significant types and
expressive ceremonies, under which Christ was as clearly preached as
He is under the sacraments of the New Testament; for all these were
memorials, instituted on purpose to keep Him in memory, and they
were patterns serving as copies to convey ideas of their originals,
according to what is written in Exodus xxv. 40. And look, says God,
to Moses, that thou make them, namely, the tabernacle and all its
vessels, after their pattern which was showed thee in the mount;
they were the patterns of heavenly things, as St. Paul, reasoning upon
this passage, has assured us." Who serve unto the example and
shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God, when
he was about to make the tabernacle; for see, saith He, that thou
make all things according to the pattern showed to thee in the mount"
(Heb. viii. 5). Here is a plain description of the scope and design
of the ceremonial law. An infallible Interpreter assures us that it
served for an example and shadow of heavenly things. Its ceremonies
were examples to set these heavenly things before men's eyes, and to
raise ideas of them; and they were shadows to delineate them, and to
give an outward sketch of them; and they were patterns, like a good
plan or design, representing them clearly and distinctly. This was
the nature of the types; they were instituted to prefigure the heavenly
things which were to be in Christ, and which were to be derived from
Him to believers.
•
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In this sense Christ was present upon mount Moriah. He was there
in the types and services. These were His representatives. They
stood for Him and asked in His name, and by His authority were
deputed to declare His gracious intentions towards the transgressors
of the moral law; for they all preached Christ, and salvation
through His infinitely meritorious sacrifice. The whole temple service
represented him in this light; for the temple itself was the type and
figure of His body. Our Lord Himself calls it so. "Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will build it up" (John ii. 19). But He
spake, says St. John, of the temple of His body, of the true tabernacle
which the Lord pitched and not man. And herein he spake agreeably
to the well known usage of Scripture which calls the type and the
thing typified by the same name. The temple was the type of His
body, and every part of its furniture was a type and figure of what
was to be in the humanity of the incarnate God. All its vessels were
apt figures and beautiful pictures of those Divine graces which were
in Him, and which believers were to receive out of his fulness. The
holy place represented what He was to do upon earth, the holy of
holies represented what He was to do in heaven for His people. At
the entrance of the holy place stood the laver filled with water with
which the priests were to wash when they went in and came out of
the temple. This was to set forth the infinitely purifying virtue
which was in Christ, and with which He was to cleanse sinners from
the pollution of sin, as He says in the prophet, " Then will I sprinkle
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness
and from all your idols will I cleanse you" (Ezek. xxxvi. 25). Next
to the laver stood the altar of burnt offering, on which the blood of
the sacrifice was offered: hereby was represented the all-meritorious
blood of the Lamb of God, which alone taketh away the guilt of sin.
On one side of the holy place stood the candlestick, with its lamps
always burning, to represent that Divine light which came into the
world, that he who followeth it should not walk in darkness but should
have the light of life. On the other side stood the table of shewbread,
the figure of that bread of God which came down from heaven, and of
which, if any man eat, he shall live ·for ever. At the upper end of
the holy place, next the veil, stood the altar of incense, to represent
the sweet-smelling savour of Christ's sacrifice, the merits of which
could reconcile God the Father to the transgressors of the moral law,
and render them acceptable and well pleasing in his sight.
The most holy place, or the holy of holies, was the figure of heaven,
and what was done in it once a year by the high priest was to represent
what our great High priest does in heaven, for us and for our salvation.
This doctrine is very clearly taught in several parts of the Epistle to
the Hebrews. Thus we read that " into the second tabernacle went
the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he
offered for himself and for the errors of the people. The Holy Ghost
thus signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made
manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing; which was
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a figure for the time then present" (Heb. ix. 7-9). And what the
Holy Ghost signified by this service could not but be known, while the
tabernacle and temple stood, because it was a figure for the time then
present. The ninth chapter and great part of the tenth treat entirely
of this subject. The high priest was the type of Christ, our great
Intercessor. His going in once a year into the holy of holies was the
figure of Christ's appearing once in the end of the world and opening
a new and living way for us into the holiest. His carrying blood to
sprinkle upon the mercy-seat, and incense to fume before the cherubim
of glory, was to represent Christ's pleading the merits of his blood at
the throne of grace, which was an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrificing
well pleasing and acceptable to the Holy Trinity. The high-priest's
coming out of the holy of holies to bless the people was the figure
of Christ's coming from the holiest at the last day to bless His people
with an everlasting blessing, " Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."
It appears, then, from all these authorities, that the ceremonial law
preached Christ, and salvation through Him from the guilt and
punishment incurred by the breach of the moral law. All its services
prefigured him, and were lively and expressive pictures of what He
was to be, and to do, and to suffer, in order to make an atonement
for sin. His sacrifice for this purpose was represented by all the
typical sacrifices; for without shedding of blood there was no remission
and it was not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take
away sins; therefore believers hoped for remission through His most
precious blood, and sacrificed in faith, relying on the future offering
of the Lamb of God. So that it was plainly the scope and design of
the ceremonial law to preach remission of sins through the shedding
of blood. When any person had offended and his conscience accused
him of sin, he was required to bring his sacrifice to the priest, and to
lay his hands upon its head, and to confess his sins over it; after this,
its life was to be taken away, and its blood shed, instead of the life
of the sinner. And this was to be done even when a person had
offended through ignorance. But in what did the merit of the sacrifice
consist? Did its blood take away sin? No. It was not possible the
blood of bulls and of goats should do that. The sacrifice was only
a memorial instituted to bring the Messiah into mind; as if He had
said, Do this in remembrance of me, remembering in every sacrifice
the future sacrifice of the Lamb of God; and believers did remember
Him. When they ate of the paschal lamb, by faith they discerned
the Lord's body, and enjoyed the communion with Christ our passover,
as we do now at the Lord's supper. They found Him present in the
ordinances, according to His most true promise in the text. Until the
day dawn, says He, the great day of My appearing in the flesh, and
the shadows flee away-the shadows of the ceremonial law be realized
and fulfilled in my life, obedience, sufferings, death, resurrection, and
ascension-until these things be, I will be spiritually present upon
mount Moriah in the temple worship, and upon the hill of frankincense,

302

The Gospel Magazine

to render the persons and the services of My people well pleasing and
acceptable unto God the Father.
Since, then, it was the scope and design of the ceremonial law to
prefigure Christ under its expressive types and shadows, do you,
my brethren, look upon it in this light? Are you convinced that the
Old Testament contains the Gospel and the evidence for its doctrines?
And have you read it carefully, in order to collect this evidence, and
to establish yourselves in your most holy faith? Or, instead of
making this use of the Old Testament, have you greatly neglected
it, supposing it to contain a religion different from Christianity? This
is the opinion of too many among us: but it is very unscriptural.
The New Testament is so far from being contrary to, that it is in
perfect harmony with, the Old: they both preach one Gospel, one
Saviour, and one faith; for, both in the Old and New Testament,
everlasting life is offered to mankind by Jesus Christ; and this life
by Him was preached by the ceremonies of the Old Testament, as well
as by the sacraments of the New, with only this difference, the New
is the fulfilling of the Old. The Old Testament promises the Messiah
should come and dwell among men, and the New proves that He did
come, and that God has been manifest in the flesh. Consider what has
been said at present in proof of this point: weigh it carefully; and
then I hope you will read the Old Testament with great pleasure and
profit, finding it testifying throughout of Christ, and of salvation
through him.
But what have we to do, some may say, with the Jewish types arid
ceremonies? Are they not all now repealed and abrogated? Yes;
Christ has fulfilled them, even to the least jot and tittle; but they
still stand upon record, to teach us what He was to fulfil: they still
continue to bear evidence of Christ, although the observance of them
hath ceased; therefore we are still concerned to search what witness
they bear of Him. "Search the Scriptures," says Christ, "for they
are they which testify of Me." There were no Scriptures, when He
spake this, but the Old Testament, and it testified of Christ. It did
bear witness of Him by its types, for they were shadows of good things
to come, of which Christ is the body; and by its prophecies, for the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. This testimony it still
bears, witnessing to us what Christ was to be, and to do, and to suffer,
as the New Testament witnesses to us that Jesus of Nazareth was the
promised Messiah; for He was, and did, and suffered, what the Old
Testament had foretold. Thus they mutually support each other:
the Old Testament looks forward to the accomplishment of its ceremonies and prophecies, referring its readers to some person Who was
to fulfil the law and the prophets; and the New Testament proves
Jesus of Nazareth to be the Person : and thus all the Scriptures testify
of Him.
If you ask in what particular respect does the ceremonial law testify
of Him, it considers Him chiefly in this point of view: the moral law
being broken, and the transgressors of it being under guilt and liable
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to punishment, Christ was proposed to them by the types as the
sacrifice and atonement for their sins. All the sacrifices pointed at
His sacrifice: and the atonement made by them had no merit but
what was derived by faith from His all-perfect atonement; for He
was the Lamb, foreordained to be slain by the Covenant of the eveIblessed Trinity, which was made before the foundation of the world;
and He was the lamb typically slain from the foundation of the world,
in all the sacrifices after the fall: and slain really in the fulness of
time, when He appeared, to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
In this respect all the sacrifices pointed to the Lamb of God, referring
the transgressors of the moral law to His most precious blood, without
the shedding of which there could be no remission; because it was
not possible that the blood of beasts could take away sin.
Upon this state of the doctrine there arises an important question,
in which, my brethren, you are all nearly concerned; namely, Whether
you look upon Christ in the same light that the ceremonial law places
Him 1 All the ceremonies pointed to Him; and when anyone had
offended against the moral law, the ceremonial law required him to
bring his sacrifice, to make an atonement for his sin; for without
shedding of blood there was no remission. And thus he was taught
to hope for remission only through the shedding of the blood of the
Lamb of God. Now, my brethren, do you act as the ceremonial law
enjoins 1 Are you convinced of your offences against the moral law,
and sensible of your guilt, and apprehensive of your danger 1 Have
you put your trust in the sacrifice of the immaculate Lamb of God 1
Have you placed all your hopes of pardon on the merits of His precious
blood 1 If not, what besides can you rely upon 1 You have sinned,
and the wages of sin is death. The almighty Lawgiver has declared
that you shall die-" The soul that sinneth, it shall die." Under this
sentence you lie, as to anything you can do, either to respite it or to
revoke it, until it be executed upon you. Your life is forfeited, and you
must die the death. And while justice spares you, how do you resolve
to act 1 You hear there is a Saviour, and redemption in His blood.
He laid down His life, and died to purchase life for all transgressors
who will come unto Him for it; either, therefore, you must receive
life of Him, or die. Consider, then, seriously, which of these two is
your choice. Which would you have, life or death 1 If you refuse
to come to Christ for life, you must die. Your blood must be shed,
and your soul must perish; for the Lord God, Who cannot lie, hath
spoken, that without shedding of blood there is no remission. Unless,
therefore, you are saved by the blood of Christ, there is no remission
for you-you must die in your sins.
But if you seek to be saved by the blood of Christ, and desire the
life purchased by His death, you have all possible encouragement to
hope for His favour. He has begun, and He must carry on the work.
Wait upon Him, then, for His grace, in the ways of His appointment,
and you will find Him still present in them. Seek His face in prayer.
Hope to find His good Spirit in hearing and reading His word, and
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continue thus in His service, and He will give you to experience the
truth of the doctrine preached by the ceremonial law. All its sacrifices
taught remission of sin through blood, and all pointed to the bleeding
Lamb of God, and to His atonement; and, by faith, believers of old
received the benefit of His atonement, as we do at present; for by
faith they kept the passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that
destroyed the first-born in Egypt should touch them. Wait upon God,
and He will enable you also to act faith upon Christ, your passover;
and when His blood has been sprinkled upon your heart, the destroying
angel cannot then touch you. This blood will keep you from death
and from him that hath the power of death. Through faith in it, you
will live in the comfortable knowledge of what this Scripture means,
" He that believeth in Me (says Christ), though he were dead, yet shall
he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in me, shall never die"
(John xi. 25, 26). Happy are they who thus believe and live in Him.
They have redemption in His blood, even the forgiveness of sins, and
they are passed from death unto life. They know the infinite value
of His atonement, not only for the forgiveness of their past offences
against the moral law, but also for their present failings. They want
the merits of His most precious blood every day; for all that they
do wants to be cleansed in the fountain which was opened for sin and
for uncleanness. They are forced to bring their very duties to be
cleansed here, because these do not come up to the perfect demands
of the moral law. There are shortcomings in their most holy things,
for which they want an atonement. Oh, how precious then must the
blood of Christ be to such persons! With what love will their hearts
burn towards Him! With what gratitude will they serve Him!
How dear will the ordinances be to them, since there they find their
Lord spiritually present, comforting, strengthening, and establishing
their hearts! These persons want no arguments to persuade them
to a constant attendance upon the ordinances; for they know that
they shall in them find Him, Whom their soul longeth for, and shall
in them enjoy sweet communion with Him, until the day of glory
break, and the earthly shadows flee away. Then they shall see Him
face to face, and shall be for ever happy with their Lord! Oh! that
this happiness may be yours and mine. Grant it, Holy Father, for
Thy dear Son's sake, to Whom with the eternal Spirit, three persons
in one Jehovah, be equal honour and glory, praise and worship, for
ever and ever! Amen.

"THE centuries in which Rome's sway was the most absolutely
undisputed-from about the seventh to the sixteenth centurieswere, as we can see by the testimony of the historians of the day
(most of them Churchmen, and obedient servants of the Papacy),
times of moral, mental, and spiritual darkness such as had never been
known since the Christian era."-Miss E. Jane Whateley.
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"I AM HE THAT DOTH SPEAK."

" They shall know in that day that I am He that doth speak: behold,
it is I." -ISAIAH lii. 6.
I HAD long been accustomed to think that it was a rather extraordinary
request that Gideon made of the" Angel of the Lord," when he said,
" 0 my Lord, if now I have found grace in Thy sight, show me a sign
that Thou talkest with me." A short conversation had already taken
place, and it seemed strange that Gideon should proceed to ask for
a proof that it had. Was it that his ears, so long accustomed to
dirges, were now deaf to'the sound of hope? Was he, like Job, so
sunk in sorrow that he said, "Though I had called and He had
answered, yet would I not believe that He had spoken unto me ? "
Jacob, a forefather of Gideon, believed not what his sons reported,
until he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent. Hundreds of years
after, Peter wist not that it was true, but thought that his leaving
the prison was a vision. I had thought that Gideon, fearing that it
was an unreal thing, wanted a tangible proof upon which he could
afterwards look, such as the preparation of the meal and its partaking
would involve. If tokens are left behind, we know that someone has
been with us, however astonishing or however short their visit.
I thought on those lines, but a dear friend proposed a more excellent
way. She thought that when Gideon, dolefully threshing the wheat,
heard himself addressed, he looked up and saw a Figure such as
Abraham saw, when "he lift up his eyes, and 10, three men stood by
him." In response to the announcement, "The Lord is with thee,
thou mighty man of valour," Gideon replied, " 0 my Lord" (in the
sense of " 0 Sir ") " if the Lord (Jehovah) be with us, why then has
all this befallen us?" The Lord replied to that. Gideon found
another objection (again with the address" 0 my Lord "). To this
also the Lord gave an answer full of grace and peace. Gideon then
began to think that it was more than man Who spake with him, and
said, "If now I have found grace in Thy sight" (like Samuel he
ventured this time no Name), "show me a sign." My friend taught
me that it was not a sign that he was being spoken to that Gideon
wanted, it was a sign that the Lord spoke to him. This was granted.
He knew that it was God Who spake, and there he builded an altar
and called it " Jehovah Shalom." My friend told me that amongst
the comforts that she had carried away from "the service of the
sanctuary" was this one. She went one morning; thinking that it
was only because she heard at church what she had been used to
from childhood, that she liked the preaching. She had several ways
of cutting herself off, and that was one of them. But that morning
the text was 1 Thessalonians ii. 13, "For this cause also thank we
God without ceasing, because when ye received the word of God
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as
it is in, truth, the word of God."
Abraham wanted a sign confirmatory of God's promise to give the
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land to his posterity. God gave him one, in fire, and with further
disclosures. Zachariah wanted a sign to confirm the marvellous
announcement of the angel Gabriel. God gave him one by striking
him duml:>. The two requests sound very much alike; we might
find it hard to describe a difference. But the difference is told us.
Abraham believed God-Zachariah did not believe. There, perhaps,
it must be left, and blessed is the man that feareth always lest his
diffidence be after the manner of Zachariah. Blessed is he indeed
who with Abraham believes God, although trembling while he does
so. God in His precious mercy forgave the one and strengthened the
other.
There is such a thing as asking for a sign as an indication of some
future unfolding of providence. This amounts to presumption. We
may not ask the Lord to confirm to us some conception of our own.
God had given Abraham a promise. If He gives us one, if we can
see from His Word in general that our line of things is according to
His will, we long to see still that He remembers us, and often He
sends gracious intimations that He does so. We may interpret them
rightly or wrongly. We must wait for fulfilment, but in the meantime
to get a token or a " sign" that He knows what we are thinking and
doing, this is of His tender mercies. The poor are not sent empty
away in this respect. Those who make unwarrantable suggestions
to the Lord will get nothing.
There was a little girl who once heard someone say that there was
no God. She was greatly distressed and prayed that if there was a
God the garden might be covered with snow the next morning (this
in June). "And God did so that night," and they feared that all the
strawberries would perish. The little girl was another little sister
of Gideon's; loving, fearing God, and needing His help, which is so
abundantly given.
It might be objected that Saul had signs given to him. We read
of them in the tenth of first Samuel. Sign after sign was given to him
by the prophet Samuel himself, and "all those signs came to pass
that day.". God was to confirm Saul in his taking the kingdom. He
needed encouragement, and the Lord Who makes His sun to shine
upon the evil and the good and sends rain on the just and on the
unjust, and Who is good to all and His tender mercies are over all
His works, made it plain to Saul that Samuel was right in anointing
him. It was to an earthly kingdom, and the signs that came to pass
were of the things that perish with the using. When God confirmed
the word unto His servants Abraham, Gideon, Hezekiah, the heavens
were bowed, and creation yielded its laws for their comfort.
" Show me a sign that Thou talkest with me." The disciples on
the way to Emmaus had a sign. Their hearts burned within them.
He blessed their meal, and left them in peace, and with a foretaste
of heaven. Peter had a sign that He spoke with him, when he said,
" Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord." He felt that he
needed a Saviour.
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It is our mercy to have our senses exercised in such gracious hearing
and to know His voice. Sometimes when one's heart burns, it is
hard to say whether it is with the fire from heaven such as consumed
the sacrifice of Elijah, or if it is the" wrath of man that worketh not
the righteousness of God." Indeed we need Him in all these ways.
" Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth."
FOLLOWER-ON.

DAILY OCCUPATIONS.
IT was God's purpose from the beginning that man should be employed
in some daily occupation. Even before the Fall God gave man work
to do. He" put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep
it." After the Fall, He said to Adam: "In the sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat bread," implying that hard work would be necessary
if man were to obtain his daily food. Subsequently, God said to Israel
and to all mankind, " Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work."
Our Lord as Man recognized this principle when He said, "I must
work the works of Him that sent Me, while it is day." His life was
fully occupied. He" went about doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil." The. Apostle Paul could say, " Ye yourselves
know, that these hands have ministered to my necessities, and to
them that were with me. I have showed you how that so labouring
ye ought to support the weak." The feeble who cannot work are to
be supported by the strong. T,he same inspired apostle enjoined the
Thessalonian saints, "that with quietness they work, and eat their
own bread." He insisted that every Christian man should work for
his living, and for the benefit of the needy, and he declared that,
" If any would not work, neither should he eat." Thus if there is
work to be had, no Christian man whatsoever is free from the obligation
to occupy himself with physical or mental work. Idleness and a
deliberate restriction on output have no warrant in the Bible. Over
and above his regular daily work, however, the Christian man needs
to be daily occupied in things of spiritual importance. First, he needs
to be daily occupied with his Bible. No day in his life should pass
without some prayerful meditation on a portion of Scripture. The
Bereans " searched the Scriptures daily." They did this to test the
teaching of the Apostle Paul. They wished to discover if his teaching
were in harmony with the Word of God. This made them wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. Their faith in Christ
rested on an intelligent knowledge of the Scriptures. Such searching
of the Scriptures is needed to-day if God's people are to have a clear
grasp of the teaching of God's Word. In the Psalms we learn that
the godly man's" delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law
doth he meditate day and night." Here is daily study of the Scriptures. "0 how love I Thy law! It is my meditation all the day! "
exclaims the inspired writer of the one hundred and nineteenth Psalm.
21
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Even the busiest man should find time daily for some prayerful meditation on a portion of the Divine Word. Joshua was the Prime Minister
and Commander-in-Chief of Israer. He must have been a busy man.
Yet the Lord said, " This book of the law shall not depart out of thy
mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou
mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have
good success." If our lives are to be according to God's mind, and if
we would prosper in our business, we need daily to read and meditate
on the Scriptures.
Secondly, the Christian man should be occupied in daily prayer.
The Psalmist said, " I have called daily upon Thee." Our Lord taught
that believing men" ought always to pray, and not to faint." He
says that God will " avenge His own elect which cry day and night
unto Him." "Praying always" and" Pray without ceasing" are
inspired New Testament injunctions. The Christian man needs to
pray morning, noon and night, and many times in between. In regard
to everything he is to let his requests be made known unto God. He
needs to pray about answering his letters, about interviews with others,
about his business, his family, his spiritual dangers and about the
glory of God's name and the extension of His kingdom. He needs to
pray in the crowded street, the solitary lane, the busy office, as well
as in his private room and in his family. Daily praise and thanksgiving
should also occupy his attention. "Every day will I bless Thee,"
said the Psalmist. We have reason to follow his example. "Giving
thanks always" implies daily expressions of gratitude to God. There
is also need for daily cross-bearing. "If any man will come after
Me," Christ says, " let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow Me." If we are out and out on the Lord's side we shall
have to suffer for His sake. The Apostle Paul had to face death
almost daily for Christ's sake. He said, " I die daily." In a measurable degree this is true of all out and out followers of Christ. For
His sake they are metaphorically" killed all the day long." If they
follow Christ closely they will have to make a daily stand against
sinful methods in business, and against worldly pleasures and worldly
principles. Even in professedly Christian circles they will have to
say" No" to many principles and practices which are contrary to
Christ and His Word. The" reproach of Christ" must be daily
endured by the faithful man of God.
Thirdly, the Christian man should be characterized by daily dependence on his Covenant God. Whether he is rich or poor he needs to
pray, "Give us this day our daily bread." The continuance of his
temporal supplies is dependent on the continuity of God's providence
and grace. The manna was only allowed to be gathered at " a certain
rate every day." For forty years the people of Israel were made to
feel daily their dependence on God for the supply of their needs. The
like dependence must mark the people of God to-day, and gratitude
for daily supplies should daily be expressed. Daily testimony, as
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opportunity offers, should also occupy the Christian man. He owes
a duty to his fellow believers to encourage them to hear God's voice
to-day, and to beware lest they should be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin. The injunction is, "Exhort one another daily,
while it is called To-day." He also owes a duty to the world around
him, and to those abroad as well as to those at home. Gospel testimony
is to be given to every creature. Our Lord " sat daily teaching in
the temple." Of the apostles it is written, " And daily in the temple,
and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ."
In our correspondence, in conversation, and in public meetings opportunities may be seized for daily testimony. Oh, how we come short!
May we abound more in the work of the Lord.

NO DEBT.
AN EXAMPLE WORTHY

OF

IMITATION.

"THERE is always this feature of our Financial Statement, that no
report has to be made of an outstanding debt. Apart from the December
quarter's accounts for lighting and heating, all the expenditure for
the year is and has been met out of current income. This condition
is provided not by reason of any inherent virtue in the members of
Highgate Road Chapel, but solely and simply upon the principle that
before embarking upon expenditure, be the purpose urgent or not,
the necessary funds must first be available. This principle seems to us
to be Scriptural, and it would appear to receive the approval of God,
for I am able to report a total income of £1557 18s. for the year ended
December 31st, 1938. Although this in itself is a large sum from a
membership of just under 400, the amount does not include gifts to
the Pastor's support. It may interest visitors not acquainted with
our methods to know that we have no seat-to-seat collections but
two fixed boxes at the exits, one for Incidental Expenses, and the other
for the support of the Minister. From time to time special boxes are
provided for special objects and work. . . . I said just now that the
total offerings amounted to £1557 18s. Of this sum £732 was received
for Missionary work at home and abroad, this amount being 46 per cent
of the total income. Included in this amount is the Missionary Evening
offering of £485, which is £10 more than the previous year. . . .
"In closing, may I commend the Bible principle to ALL of our
members that we give to the Funds connected with our own Church
at least one-tenth of our income. For we read, 'He which soweth
sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully
shall reap also bountifully. . . . Every man according as he purposeth
in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity; for God
loveth a cheerful giver.' (2 Cor. ix. 6-8)."-The Financial Report
for 1938 of the Treasurer of Highgate Road Chapel, London, in " Our
Outlook" for April-June, 1939.
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"I HAYE SINNED."
VI. DAVID.

REPENTANCE AFTER GOD'S OWN HEART.

By MR. T. T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S.
"INNUMERABLE evils have compassed me about: mine iniquities have
taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up; they are more
than the hairs of mine head: therefore my heart faileth me." These
words from Psalm xl. do not seem to be those of a songster. They
sound more like a dirge, an elegy. Of David, the sweet psalmist of
Israel, they are true, but true of each one of us as well. Oh! how
fain we would take our "innumerable evils" and our "iniquities"
to the funeral pyre and leave them there.
Now the fact is, the history of humanity is not only saturated with
the tears of remorse, it sighs also because of the realization that such
a riddance of sin is of no avail. There is a better way, though it be
not the way of men's devising, yet nevertheless it has come to us.
It is the way of grace. Singer that he was, we can almost hear the
words as though they came from David's lips,
" Grace is the sweetest sound
That ever reached our ears,
V\<llen conscience changed and justice frowned,
'Twas grace removed our fears."

Ah! but we must confess our sin first, ere the song can come. Let
David tell us. What was the sin? There were two!
The shameful story begins with one of those moments of relaxation
-a quiet stroll. "David... walked upon the roof of the king's
house: and . . . saw . . ." (2 Sam. xi. 2).
"
The record continues to verse 17, and verses 26 and 27. "Many
blush to confess their faults, who never blush to commit them" (William
Secker). It is not recorded that David confessed these faults prior
to the prompting of the prophet. "The Lord sent Nathan . . ."
(xii. 1).
Nathan relates the beautiful parable of "one little ewe" lamb"
(verses 3-6). Still there is no confession. Is righteous anger on our
part always the wisest way when dealing with offenders? Tactful
dealing with sinners so that they may be led to Christ in saving grace
is usually more successful by not there and then soundly castigating
the offender, but by taking his mind away from himself and fixing the
attention elsewhere. The offence will come home eventually. What
is needed is not only that the offence should not be repeated, but also
gladsome delight and praise in the knowledge that there has not only
been pardon but also enabling power to dismiss such evil thoughts
when they arise.
David is told, "Thou art the man" (verse 7). "Wherefore hast
thou despised the commandment of the Lord to do this evil in His
Bight? Thou hast killed Uriah • . . with the sword of the children
of Ammon" (verse 9).
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Saul had said, "I have performed the commandment of Jehovah."
His professions of confession were false. True repentance is toward
God. "For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be
repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death" (2 Cor. vii. 10).
King David had a true knowledge of God, and, therefore, when charged
with his sin, his first thought was, not the punishment that would
surely follow, but the injury done to God. He was forgiven (verse 13).
When the prophet had gone, David in his misery went to prayer.
The record of that prayer has come down to us-a passage, alas, only
too well thumbed and too often read under circumstances that should
not have arisen-Psalm li. "Against Thee, Thee only HAVE I
SINNED, and done this evil in Thy sight" (verse 4).
"They are
fittest to find fault, in whom there is no fault to be found" (William
Seeker).
John Bunyan in Grace Abounding (Section 151) was also greatly
exercised. "Being loath and unwilling to perish, I began to compare
my sin with others, to see if I could find that any of those that were
saved had done as I had done. So I considered David's adultery and
murder, and found them most heinous crimes; and those too committed after light and grace received; but yet by considering, I perceived that his transgressions were only such as were against the law
of Moses; from which the Lord Jesus Christ could, with the consent
of His word, deliver him; but mine was against the Gospel; yea,
against the Mediator thereof; I had sold my Saviour."
In 2 Samuel xxiv. the Holy Ghost has recorded another instance of
this confession. "David's heart smote him after that he had numbered
the people. And David said unto the Lord, I HAVE SINNED greatly
in that I have done: and now, I beseech Thee, 0 Lord, take away
the iniquity of Thy servant; for I have done very foolishly" (verse 10
and 1 Chron. xxi. 8).
Joab, King David's commander-in-chief, did under duress as he was
bidden by the .Icing. He took the census of the people, but "the
king's word was abominable in his sight" (1 Chron. xxi. 6). He could
not understand" why doth my lord the king delight in this thing"
(2 Sam. xxiv. 3). "Nevertheless the king's word prevailed against
Joab" (1 Chron. xxi. 4), and was" a cause of trespass to Israel"
(verse 3).
A preacher sometimes is tempted to think that conversions reported
during his ministry result from clearness, or force, or eloquence of
his preaching. Such it was with David. Conqueror over all his
enemies, he wished to find out for himself the strength of the weapon
which was his glory and with which he had gained his victories. He
took his eye off the strength of God, from Whom alone the glory and
the victories came. This sin, and it is great, brings famine or defeat
or pestilence (2 Sam. xxiv. 11-14). David made a wise choice when
he told the prophet Gad, " Let us fall now into the hand of God; for
His mercies are great: and let me not fall into the hand of man."
The unconverted do not so reason, their one desire is to escape from
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God's presence, " Therefore they say unto God, Depart from us; for
we desire not the knowledge of Thy ways" (Job xxi. 14).
The pestilence which David chose was severe and cost his kingdom
70,000 people. The Lord in His mercy said, " It is enough." David's
heart was broken, he " spake unto the Lord when he saw the angel
that smote the people, and said, Lo, I HAVE SINNED, and done very
wickedly: but these sheep, what have they done?" (2 Sam. xxiv.
16, 17). "Other things may be the worse for breaking, yet a heart
is never at its best till it be broken" (Sir Richard Baker).
It was the deliverance of mercy. At the prompting of the prophet
Gad David set up an altar of sacrifice "and offered burnt offerings
and peace offerings" (verse 25). "I said, Lord, be merciful unto me :
heal my soul; for I HAVE SINNED against Thee" (Ps. xli. 4). "The
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart,
o God, Thou wilt not despise." "Restore unto me the joy of Thy
salvation: and uphold me with Thy free Spirit. Then will I teach
transgressors Thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto Thee."
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DIVINE FOREKNOWLEDGE.
" WE conclude, then, that the Christian doctrine of the Foreknowledge
of God proves also His Predestination. Since these events are foreknown, they are fixed and settled things; and nothing can have fixed
and settled them except the good pleasure of God-the great first
cause-freely and unchangeably foreordaining whatever comes to
pass. The whole difficulty lies in the acts of free agents being certain;
yet certainty is required for foreknowledge as well as for foreordination.
The Arminian arguments, if valid, would disprove both foreknowledge
and foreordination. And since they prove too much, we conclude that
they prove nothing at all."-" The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination,"
by Prof. L. Boettner, p. 46.
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FOR HIS PLEASURE.

"

I. EVERYONE must have heard of the World Fair which is being held
this year in New York. It is a huge Exhibition, where many nations
are represented, each in its own pavilion; and every day the vast
chambers are thronged by thousands of sightseers. One immense hall
was opened as a "Palace of Music," where famous orchestras were
engaged to play. But the other day I read that this Palace of Music
had been closed. The reason was that the attendances were not large
enough to justify the expense. The musicians naturally did not want
to play to empty rooms; so the Hall of Music is closed, and if it is
used at all, it will probably be as a restaurant.
Il. Some years ago I saw the sun set one evening into the Cornish
sea. Who can paint such a scene? It was as grand a sight as I have
seen, and when the sun had gone, the sky was perfectly lovely with
the exquisite colours of the clouds. But there was scarcely anyone
there to see. And I thought how often there must have been sunsets
just as lovely, and nobody there at all to watch.
Another time I found myself in a little grassy lane between high
hedges. It was a lonely spot, and the lane looked as if I were the
first to walk in it. Suddenly a blackbird in the hedge lifted up his
voice, and poured forth his full-throated melody. He sang just as
well as if he had a great audience, though I was the only one to listen;
and I expect he often sang when there was nobody there at all.
Again, when I was small, I used to go occasionally with my brothers
and sisters to visit a stream that we were very fond of. First there
was a good walk along a country road, and then we turned off into
the flowery fields, and clambered down into a green valley. Here the
grass was long and thick, and marsh marigolds and horsetails flourished
in the damp. There we found the stream, babbling over a stony bed;
and there we would spend the hot summer's afternoon, dabbling in
the water, sailing bits of cork or wood, or blocking up the flow to make
little waterfalls. It was very cool and shady, and the running water
made such sweet music-I can hear it now! But we never found
anybody else beside the stream, and it was not often that we went
ourselves, for it was some distance from home. Yet the running brook
flowed on, never ceasing its liquid song, even when there was nobody
at all to hear it.
Ill. The Cornish sunset, the blackbird's lonely song, the stream in
the meadow marshland-what can these have to do with the World
Fair? The point lies in the contrast between them: because nobody
came to enjoy the music the Palace of Music closed its doors; but
all the beauties of creation go on just the same, whether there is anyone
there to enjoy them or not. It was only natural that the Palace of
Music should close, for its purpose was to provide enjoyment for any
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who cared to pay for it; and since the people did not take advantage of
the offer, there was no point in continuing. But what is the purpose
of the works of God in creation? Does it not seem strange that so
much loveliness should be " wasted" (as we might say), when nobody
is there to see or hear ?
There is an answer to this in the Bible, as there is to most questions.
It is in the last verse of the fourth chapter of Revelation: "Thou
hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were created."
" For Thy pleasure!" Not for our pleasure-though they often do
please us very much. It was for His pleasure that all things were
created, and for His pleasure they still exist.
Man is the highest of God's created works, and it was for God's
pleasure that he was created too. But in the Garden of Eden, everything was spoilt when Adam listened to the tempter's voice, and
disobeyed the command of God. Sin ruins all man's efforts to please
God; we read of His "hot displeasure" against idolatry, of His
" sore displeasure" against rebellion. "Without faith it is impossible
to please Him." But there is a new creation in Christ Jesus; of such
we learn that" the Lord taketh pleasure in His people"; "the Lord
taketh pleasure in them that fear Him, in those that hope in His mercy."
There is mercy for all who believe in the Lord Jesus, who trust in His
blood to cleanse them from all sin.
If we are amongst this new creation, we ought to remember that it
was" for His pleasure" we were created. It is God Whom we have
to please, not the world around. When Christian children grow up,
and are ready to take their place in the world, they are often eager
to do something great, to fill some influential post, to earn high wages.
They think they will be able to do so much more good to their fellowmen than if they hid their talents in some dark corner. If we are
tempted to feel like that, we ought to remember that the first purpose
of our creation is to please God. We are not to seek great things for
ourselves, but to serve the Lord where we are. There is no fear of
our powers being wasted if we live to His glory; for what higher use
can we make of our abilities than" for His pleasure"? If He leads
us out of obscurity into the glare of the world, still our first object
should be to please Him. Where there is no eye to see, the sun still
sets in majestic splendour; where there is no ear to listen, the song
of the birds and the running of the brooks make sweet music: let
these things remind us that" man's chief end is to glorify God."
DAMARIS.
" A SCRAP of paper, accidentally coming to view, hath been used as
an occasion of conversion. This was the case of a minister in Wales,
who had two livings, but took little care of either. He, being at a fair,
bought something at a pedlar's standing, and rent off a leaf of Mr.
Perkin's Catechism to wrap it in, and reading a line or two in it; God
sent it home, so as it did the work."-John Flavel.
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In :JJIlemotiam.
THE

LATE

MISS ELIZABETH FRYER,
OF LONDON.

IN a letter received from one of our esteemed readers, we were surprised
to learn that Miss Elizabeth Fryer, a member of the Congregation of
Highgate Road Chapel, London, had been called Home. Her death
took place on Saturday, May 27th, in the Mildmay Hospital.
Miss Fryer was a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and she greatly
valued the great doctrines of grace for which it stands. She was
confined to bed in the first week in May, but in a kind letter which we
received from her we learned that she was hoping to be up on Saturday,
May 6th. Evidently an unexpected change came and the Lord called
her to be " with Christ which is far better" than any experience down
here. She was one of the oldest members of Highgate Road Chapel,
and greatly valued the ministry of the late Pastor James Stephens.
It was still a joy to her to listen to the solid teaching of the present
minister, Pastor John Wilmot. For many years we believe she had
edited the magazine of the North Africa Mission.
For some time her sight has been failing and she was naturally
distressed at the difficulty of writing letters as a result. Now she is
mercifully delivered from this and every other trial, and no doubt
beholds without difficulty the Face of Him Who loved her and gave
Himself for her. She always warmly greeted us when we had the
privilege of addressing meetings at Highgate Road Chapel. Though
her life was a lonely one, she seems to have lived it bravely in dependence on her Lord and Master.
We learn that the funeral service was arranged to be held in Highgate
Road Chapel, on Thursday morning, June 1st, and that the interment
followed at Hillingdon Cemetery, near Uxbridge. The notice conveying these facts was concluded with the following precious assurance
written by Toplady" Yes, I to the end shall endure
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."

l

ONE FAMILY.
"THERE has, therefore, never been other than one family of God
on earth, existing under different institutions, and enjoying different
degrees of light and favour. This family was composed, of old, of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and their descendants. At the Advent,
its name and circumstances were changed; many of its old members
were cast out, and others introduced, but it is the same family still.
Or, to return to the Apostle's illustration, it is the same tree, some
oLtbe branches only being changed."-Hodge on Romans xi. 17.
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THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The new Military Training Bill will serve to widen the
scope of our labours in enabling us to reach more men. We read that
contracts have been placed for the construction of Militia camps all
over the country. Will our friends join with us in prayer that many
men may find, as my father was wont to say, the British Army their
spiritual birthplace. From a Soldiers' Home: "Thank you so much
for the lovely parcel of books, cards, and magazines sent for the men.
It is very kind of you. I know they will be a real help and blessing
to many. We are very busy here and expect a large number of men
soon. We shall value your prayers for the work here." From a
Missionary: "Many thanks for the parcel of excellent Gospel literature
received safely. It is very kind of you and we much appreciate the
gift. May its distribution result in a bountiful harvest. Who can
tell the surprises that will await those who like yourself scatter so
liberally the good seed of the Word, in the day of Tevealing~ ') From
another Missionary: "I am sorry that I have not acknowledged
sooner your most welcome parcel of literature and tracts which reached
me safely a few days ago, but several other duties have prevented me
from writing earlier, but I am anxious to thank you very much for
such a helpful and useful parcel. We have been in need of some tracts
for some time, so you can imagine how very acceptable your supply
was, and I can assure you that they will be used as you would desire,
and we hope that some precious soul may be led to find Christ. I
do hope that the glorious work of spreading the Gospel by issuing such
useful parcels of literature will be a continued source of joy to you.
May God bless you and your efforts in extending His kingdom."
Another writes: " Many thanks for the books and magazines received
this morning. I pray, too, that they will be made a means of blessing
to many souls." A supporter writes: "I trust your next letter may
bring better news of you. I was seventy-four last week. My Heavenly
Father has been wonderful to me all these years. What love, patience,
grace, and goodness have I proved at His loving hands. Cheer up,
dear brother, we are nearing midnight. The Morning Star will soon
be here, and we shall rise to meet Him in the air. I was very interested
to note the lovely and kind address that Queen Mary sent you. That
was indeed a cheer." Another helper writes: "Herewith we are
sending our magazines, which I think you will find useful for your
distribution. May the seed that you sow be found after many days,
and may your last days be your best days. With some of us it cannot
be long before we have done with all the carping cares of this world,
and we would not wish to stay here."
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
Bristol, 4, May, 1939.
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iStacon.

PROTESTANT SPEECH
By THE VERY REV. THE THEN DEAN OF RIPON, AT THE ANNIVERSARY
MEETING OF THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION SOCIETY, 1870.
AT the first committee meeting of this Society, held after the Annual
Meeting, it was unanimously resolved, " That the sincere and respectful
thanks of the Committee be tendered to the Very Rev. the Dean of
Ripon for his most able address at their Anniversary Meeting, and
that he be requested to allow them to print and publish for circulation
a corrected copy of that admirable speech." The Dean having most
kindly corrected his speech, and given permission to print it, the
Committee have much pleasure in submitting it to the friends of the
Society.
The Dean of Ripon, who was received with loud and prolonged
applause, on rising to second the Resolution, " That it is as obligatory
as at any former period during the forty years this Society has laboured
to endeavour, prayerfully, affectionately and faithfully, to carry to
the victims of an idolatrous and deadly superstition, those grand old
truths which are so clearly enunciated in God's inspired Word, and so
fully expressed in the Thirty-nine Articles, and other formularies of
the Reformed Church-truths we will neither dilute nor let go";
said: "My Lord, I am very glad that the speaker who has just sat
down has answered himself. First, he set forth the necessity of something being done on the part of the Church of England. What should
it be 1 Nothing unconstitutional or illegal, of course. Then he told
us, what I was very glad to hear, that something very essential is
being done legally as we desire it should be. The English Church
Union, for some years before the formation of the Church Association,
boasted that they had the law on their side. They denounced us as
breakers of the law, and threatened some of us with actions at law.
But lo! when the Church Association was formed, and the law was
put into motion, then they complained of persecution. [Hear, hear,
and laughter.] How persecution 1 All the Church Association has
aimed at is to ascertain the law; and surely, my Lord, that should be
the first object of Englishmen. [Hear, hear.] Not to have recourse
to clamour, however excellent the object in view, but to restrain ourselves until we ascertain what the law is. If England should find
that unfortunately any part of her law as it now stands is against the
Reformation or the Word of God, then let us stand up and ask for an
alteration of the law. [Applause.] But while it is the law let us not
either say or do anything that would expose us to the imputation of
desiring to act contrary to that law. Is an appeal to the law persecution 1 Doubtless all the criminal classes think so, and, among the
rest, the English Church Union. [Applause.]
"Your Lordship's reputation for straightforward, honest boldness
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will not be dimini~hed by your speech to-day. [Applause.] Neither
will the estimate already formed of it by this meeting be diminished
when I take the liberty of referring to the canon spoken of by your
Lordship. That canon was written at a time when all the clergy of
the Established Church in this country were not preachers. Some
·were preachers but some were not. The obligation laid upon the
preachers was that they should preach at least three times a year
against the Popish recusants in their own parishes; and the obligation
laid on those who were not preachers was that when they found Popish
recusants in their parishes they should make the Bishop acquainted
with the fact; and the Bishop was directed then to appoint some
one to go to those parishes who was competent to preach upon the
subject, and if he did not do so he was in duty bound to go himself.
[Laughter, and applause.] The grand old truths referred to in this
Resolution are embedded in the Word of God from the beginning to
the end; or, as it is here said, they are clearly enunciated in God's
inspired Word. It is something to have any clear enunciation. One
of our great difficulties now is indistinctness. There is a desire to be
indistinct in many quarters. Uncertainty is modest, and therefore very
amiable! Uncertainty is charitable, and therefore very Christian! If
anything be certainly right and true, then those who deny and reject
it are certainly wrong and false. It would be uncharitable to think
of any as certainly wrong and false, and therefore we must beware not
to think of any as certainly right and true. This is the false charity
which rejoiceth, not in the truth, but the absence of the truth! But
the teaching of the Word of God is distinct-it is definite, it is plain,
and thereby characteristic of truth. It is not' Yea' and' Nay,' or
a mixture of both that amounts to neither. It is not light and darkness
blended into a twilight, which is neither dark nor light. It is not
law and grace, mingling into what is neither the one nor the other,
but what spoils' both, depriving law of its power to condemn and
grace of its power to save. [Applause.] On the contrary, it is distinct
and clear. On one side, 'Yea,' arid nothing but' Yea'; on the
other side' Nay,' and nothing but' Nay.' That is the distinctness we
want now.
"There is a confusion that is courted for the sake of bringing
together the most discordant elements. This confusion is increased
by the fact that while the Church of Rome does not formally, and
honestly, and openly deny the fundamental doctrines of Christianity,
she does practically supersede them by the traditions of men. The
danger is great, for because there is no formal denial the unwary are
deceived. We are told continually that the Church of Rome holds
to the essential doctrines of Christianity as we do, and that therefore
we are fighting only for non-essentials. This is plausible, and it affords
the groundwork for good-natured and visionary Eirenicons. [Hear,
hear.] But it is false, because truth mixed with falsehood is not the
same thing with truth pure. It is more dangerous than the naked
falsehood. [Hear, hear.] It is like a forgery executed, not upon common
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paper, but upon paper that has the watermark of the bank. [Applause.]
There has first been a theft, and then a forgery. [Hear, hear.] These
are not rash words: I can make them good by it few instances. It is
commonly said that the Church of Rome holds the doctrine of the
Trinity as we do. This is a delusion, for the Trinity mixed with the
Virgin is not the Trinity that we worship [hear, hear], and it is the
Trinity that they worship. They give her higher worship than her
Son. Thus to say they hold the Trinity as we do is a delusion. Again,
it is commonly said that they hold the fall of man as we do. Here
again is a delusion; because the fall of man mixed with the supposition
that there remains in man the power to make satisfaction for sin is
not the fall which we hold. [Hear, hear.] If he can make satisfaction
for his sin he is not fallen as we believe'him to be fallen, and as the
Word of God declares him to be fallen. So then they do not hold
the fall in the sense we do, nor the Trinity. It is commonly said that
the Church of Rome holds atonement as we do. That is another
delusion, for atonement as we hold it is not a perpetually repeated
sacrifice. [Hear, hear.] As they hold it, it is. Once more; it is said
that they hold the sacrificing priesthood of Christ as we hold it. Again
a delusion; for the sacrificing priesthood of Christ mixed with the
sacrificing priesthood of the ministers of Christ is not what we hold.
It is what they hold. And again, it cannot be said in so many words
that they hold the same sacraments as we do, for they avow seven
while we have only two, and even in the two they differ essentially
from us. For first, water mixed with salt is not what we baptize with,
nor what Christ ordered. [Hear, hear.] It is what they use. If they
change the material and outward part of the sacrament, how shall it·
be said that they hold the same sacraments as we do? And again,
in the Lord's Supper the transubstantiation of the outward and visible
part into the inward and spiritual part destroys the nature of the
sacrament, and has given rise to many superstitions. [Hear, hear.]
So then they really do not hold the fundamental doctrines of the
Gospel; or if they do, it is a medicine in bottles of poison.
"Now look at the tenderness of the experiences of the Gospel;
look at the sympathies of Christ. The sympathies of Christ are the
fountain of all the .gentle, tender, loving enjoyments that men are
permitted to have in communion with God. It is through Him we
draw nigh to the Father; and it is in the tenderness of his human heart
that we find all those ready sympathies after which our hearts yearn.
How is it then that all those sympathies are there? Because while
He was truly human there was no imperfection of humanity, no selfishness. It is selfishness that mars sympathy. In proportion as you or
I are selfish we lack sympathy; in proportion as we become sympathetic we overcome selfishness. And with pertect humanity without
selfishness there was perfect sympathy. He is near, then, to everyone
of us.
" He is touched with a feeling of our infirmities. He knows our
necessities before we ask, and our ignorance in asking. The whole

320

The Gospel Magazine

Church is His Temple, or the whispering gallery of His temple. He
hears every confession. Not a sigh escapes Him, not a tear. And
whatever messengers he may employ to declare and pronounce, it is
He Himself, and only He, Who pardoneth and absolveth.
" But what does the Church of Rome do ~ She makes a wide gulf
between us and Him. She introduces mediators and sub-mediators,
and delegates professing to be conductors of His blessings to us, but
acting really as hinderers of our personal intercourse with Him. She
keeps Him at a distance. She presents Him upon a high ladder painted
red to terrify, and she presents His blessed mother in the softest white
and close at hand, as though she felt for us more tenderly than He.
That is as practical a denial of the sympathies of Christ as it is possible
to imagine. [Applause.] If, then, we can show a distinct characteristic difference between their doctrine of the Trinity and ours; their
doctrine of the fall and ours; their doctrine of the Atonement and
ours; their doctrine of the priesthood and ours; their doctrine of
the sacraments and ours; their doctrine of the sympathies and ours;
how shall it be said that they hold the same fundamental truths that
we do, and that we are fighting for circumstantials ~ [Applause.]
No, my Lord, it is for the very vitals of the Gospel that we are contending; and as your Lordship has very well said, although we are not
to look for large results, speaking after the manner of men, we may
look for very joyful results. [Applause.] Several questions are cropping
up, pointing out where the battle begins to tell now in this country.
The conventual question is one. [Applause.] The ideal of the Church
of Rome is the supremacy of the ecclesiastical law over the civil law ;
the exemption of ecclesiastical persons from the jurisdiction of the
civil courts. She has a few outposts in England now where ecclesiastical
law reigns supreme. She is willing that her Bishop should inspect
them, for he is the executive of her canon law, that is her ideal of what
ought to be, and she realizes it in the conventual institutions. To
interfere with them is to say that the civil law is supreme; hence
the outcry, hence the vehement earnestness with which they have
resisted Mr. Newdegate's proposition. [Hear, hear.] It is not any
regard for young ladies in those places [laughter]; it is not any tender
consideration of their privacy. No, my Lord, it is because ecclesiastical
law is supreme there, and because the finger of civil law would show
that the Queen is supreme and not the Pope. [Applause.] Are Englishmen content that the Pope should be supreme in any part of England ~
[Cries of "No!" "Never!"] Then if you will not have the Pope
supreme in any part of England, have no conventual institutions in
England. [Loud applause.] And as it must be done constitutionally
and legally, make your voices heard now. [Renewed applause.] I do
not call this a political movement, although the matter is before the
House of Commons. We are not to be deterred from our subjects
because they take them up. [Hear, hear, and laughter.] It is a
legitimate subject for a citizen of this realm, a loyal subject of our
gracious Queen, and a presbyter of our reformed Church; and I warn
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you that the real object of these institutions is bit by bit to give supremacy to ecclesiastical law over our civil law. [Hear, hear.] Expression
was given to that opinion lately by some peer [a voice, " Lord Denbigh "]
who said he was an Englishman, but first a Catholic; that his chief
allegiance was to the Pope, although he did not renounce his country
altogether. [Laughter.]
I believe, my Lord, that the operations of this Society deserve
support from all who would be boldly faithful, even supposing
it was a losing game. And suppose that we were sure of the progress
of Romanism in England, so that our efforts eventually would fail;
still it is our duty to the very last to endeavour to rescue the
victims of this superstition. And I confess that, speaking nationally,
I have very little hope. I have no doubt about the Church of God,
to whatever nation the members of it belong; but I have very little
hope nationally of England, for she has been unfaithful to her privileges.
[Hear, hear.] And even at this moment a large body of Englishmen
are engrossed by their material interests and not considering the interest
of Christianity. [Hear, hear.] They forget to what we are indebted
for our national greatness. They forget that the exposure referred
to in this Resolution of those ' mischiefs'-as they are expressed in
the Thirty-nine Articles-led to the awakening of England in the
sixteenth century, and that health and prosperity and strength followed
that movement; the individual was delivered from sacerdotal tyranny,
individual freedom led to national freedom, and national freedom led
to national greatness. [Loud applause.] Commercial enterprise,
colonial aggrandizement, manufacturing industry, military achievement, art, science, and literary success all followed in the bright track
of reformed Christianity. [Renewed applause.] And now Englishmen
seem forgetful of all this; and if they can only carry on their business,
make their profits and large dividends, and consider that the stocks in
which they have their property invested are all safe, they are content
to amuse themselves and let Christianity be fought for by those who
please. [Hear, hear.] It is a melancholy thing that there is so little
response in this great country to the appeal of such a Society as this.
It is a melancholy thing that there are so few in high places in this land
to take an interest in such a work as this. It is a melancholy thing
-and I will say it again-to come to this great metropolis at this
season of the year, to attend one meeting after another, having for
their objects the grand principles of the glorious Gospel of the Cross,
.and to find no men of note, no member of the Cabinet, no names of
·consideration and property and large stake in the country, and to find
.only one Bishop at meeting after meeting ready to come forward.
ILoud and prolonged applause.] At the Church Missionary, the Bible
.Society, the Church Pastoral-Aid Meetings, and here again, there is
.only one Bishop to represent our Church in this great crisis of her
history. I am very glad that we have a Scotch Bishop here-[applause]
-not a diocesan but a congregational Bishop; he will speak for his
'part of the question, as we do for ours. Now I feel that I am not able
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to speak as I used to do. I have over-exerted myself now, and therefore I will sit down. But I am glad to show my goodwill to this
Society, and to say what I can for it in my eleventh hour. [Applause.]
I hope I shall go down in my twelfth hour in the same mind and ready
to support the same cause." [Much applause.]

ROMAN CLAIMS AND BIBLE WARRANTS. By E. J. WHATELEY. Pp. 64.
Price 6rl., by post 7d. (The Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon
Street, London, E.C.4.)
The authoress of this pamphlet was a daughter of Archbishop
Whateley, of Dublin. The pamphlet was first issued by the Religious
Tract Society, and is now re-issued by permission of the R.T.S. by
.the Protestant Truth Society. The pamphlet is clearly and simply·
written, without any parade of learning, but those who read it will
perceive that it is the outcome of much reading and an extensive
knowledge both of the errors of the Church of Rome and of the Bible
proofs that Rome is indeed sunk in error. While firmly exposing the
error, tbe authoress never gives way to harsh or unbecoming language
concerning those who have been led away from Bible truth.
The authoress deals ably with the chief errors of the Church of Rome,
and a very good knowledge of the evils of that system is available in
this pamphlet for all who read it.
In view of the increasing tendency for professing Protestants to
seek to co-operate with Rome, this pamphlet may greatly help to
open many eyes to see that fellowship with Rome is wholly unwarranted
by the Bible.
We have received from the Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon
Street, London, E.C.4., ROME'S TRAFFIC IN NUNS and 66 PAPAL
PLOTS. They are both written by Mr. Ernest Phillips. Price 2td.
each, post free.

Is EPISCOPAL AUTHORITY DEFINED?

By the Rev. Arthur J. Brown,
L.Th., Vicar of St. Barnabas', Blackburn. (Published by the
Church Association, 14, Buckingham Street, W.C.2. Pp. 15 and
cover. 2d.)
We agree with the following comment on this booklet:" This most informative paper deals with the present powers of the
Bishops with regard to the Liturgy. Evangelicals often give away
their case by over-estimating the Bishops' authority, and all clergymen,
at least, should read this booklet and carefully study the statements
made. Crammed full of useful information, this booklet closes by
detailing the provisions made under the Act of Uniformity Amendment
Act of 1872."

