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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

THE SOURCE OF OUR SALVATION.

" From Him cometh my salvation."-PsALM !xii. 1.
THE great purpose of our LORD'S incarnation was the salvation
of His people. He came" to seek and to save that which was
lost." He" came into the world to save sinners," and the only
kind of salvation which a sinner needs is salvation from the penalty
of sin.
In order thus to save His people He "came to give His life a
ransom for many." He came to die in the room of His people.
He came" to redeem them from the curse of the law, being made
a curse for them."
To be delivered from the merited penalty of sin, this is salvation,
and this can only be effected by the Divinely-appointed and only
SAVIOUR. "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12). If we are not saved by CHRIST
we are not saved at all. He is the Divinely-appointed SAVIOUR.
" The FATHER sent the SON to be SAVIOUR of the world" (1 John
iv. 14).
It was the FATHER'S purpose to save" a great multitude which
no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people,
and tongues" (Rev. vii. 9). Hence He gave His SON. Not for
Jews only, but for Gentiles in every part of the world did the
FATHER send His SON. He so loved His people who were to be
found in every part of the earth that He gave His only-begotten
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SON to redeem them, "that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life."
Large numbers of people who have heard of CHRIST and His
salvation and of His atoning death, yet imagine that they are
their own saviours. In many cases they have heard in Sunday
schools, in Bible classes, and in services in churches and chapels,
that salvation is through faith in CHRIST'S blood and righteousness,
and yet they believe that they will be saved through their own
doings. In other words, that the source of salvation lies in the
sinner himself. Man is his own saviour, so it is thought, and
he hopes to be eternally saved through his own merits. He says
he has always paid his way, he has never done anyone any harm,
and he fully expects he will stand as good a chance as anyone
else. When such a one dies his friends say, " It is a happy release,"
and they expect a hymn about the blessedness of heaven to be
sung on the Sunday following the funeral, being assured in their
own minds that the person who has recently died is now in heaven.
It is never right, of course, for anyone who is left behind to
say that any part~cular person has gone to hell. On the other
hand, it is never right to say with assurance that anyone has gone
to heaven, unless we have some well-grounded reason for believing
that the person had been Divinely turned from darkness to light,
and that he was resting by faith on CHRIST as the sole foundation
of his hope.
Most people, however, leave hell entirely out of their calculations.
Even though they may believe that there is such a place, they
never imagine that anyone belonging to them has gone there.
Yet the generality of people who have died, and who are now
supposed to be in heaven, were people who gave no evidence in
their lives that CHRIST was precious to them. If they ever
attended a place of worship it was when a wedding or a funeral
was taking place, or when something sensational was going on
in the church or chapel. If they knew that what is called a
harvest festival was about to be held then they would flock to
the church or chapel. Not because they had a deep sense of
thankfulness to GOD and wished to express their gratitude would
they attend such a service. The only reason of their going was
that they expected to see a grand show of flowers, fruit, cabbages,
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turnips, and carrots. Such a show would please the eye. Besides,
probably there would be special music in the shape of anthems
and solos. It is sad that leaders in the professing Church resort
to such unscriptural methods for attracting a crowd. But our
point is that the common idea is that all who die are saved and
that their salvation is due to themselves.
Turning, however, from the unconverted crowd, what is the
common doctrine taught by a very large number of professedly
Christian ministers and workers generally -1 Or, we might put
it in this way, what is the common doctrine in regard to salvation
amongst the vast majority of Christian people in these days 1
We feel that we live in days when the theology of most Christians
is very shallow. Very few have a clear -and comprehensive
knowledge of Bible truth. Very few could pass an examination
on that great doctrine of Scripture-the doctrine of justification.
The meaning of the very word" justification" would floor them.
The leading ministers in the Churches are men who for the most
part have said goodbye to the theology of the Reformers, the
.Puritans, and the Evangelical leaders of the eighteenth century.
Solid theological books are only bought by the few.
What is the result 1 What are we now taught by Christian
workers about salvation 1 We believe that the general idea is
that the source of salvation is partly in GOD and partly in the
sinner. In other words it is held that salvation is a co-operative
matter. Man does his part and GOD does His part. The result
is that the glory is partly due to GOD and partly due to the sinner.
Every sinner may be saved, it is thought, if he chooses.
What is thought about the millions who were sunk in heathenism
before CHRIST came, and to the millions now who have never
heard the Gospel at all, does not appear. The apostle says that
" Whosoever shall call upon the name of the LORD shall be saved,"
but he also says, "How then shall they call on Him in Whom
they have not believed 1 and how shall they believe in Him of
"Vhom they have not heard 1 And how shall they hear without
a preacher 1" (Rom. x. 13, 14). How can a sinner who never
heard of CHRIST choose to save himself through CHRIST 1
The doctrine commonly taught is that GOD offers salvation to
every one. The man who accepts the offer will be saved. The
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man who rejects it will be lost, so it is taught. In other words
it is taught that it rests primarily with the sinner himself whether
he is saved or not. He must take the initial step. He must
begin the work, and then GOD will do the rest. The man who
is lost, is lost, because he failed to take the initial step. The
man who is saved will be ready to say, we both had the same
chance. I embraced it and you chose not to embrace it. In
other words, the saved man was in effect his own saviour. The
credit is due to him.
Now if this were the doctrine of the Bible it should, of course,
be taught. But we feel strongly that such a doctrine is alien
altogether to the teaching of Scripture. Personally we do not
think the word "offer" should be used in preaching the Gospel.
We think that if we kept close to Scripture the Gospel would be
"proclaimed," not" offered." But apart from that, we feel that
the common doctrine fails to recognize
MAN'S INABILITY.
Our LORD taught the doctrine of man's inability in regard to
salvation. He said, "No man can come to Me, except the FATHER
Which hath sent Me draw him," and" No man can come unto
Me, except it were given unto him of My FATHER" (John vi. 44,65).
Unless then the FATHER draws a sinner he cannot come to CHRIST
the SAVIOUR. Unless it is given unto the sinner by the FATHER
to come to the SAVIOUR, he cannot come. When the sinner is saved,
therefore, he must give the glory of his salvation to the FATHER.
He drew me, and hence I came. He gave me the desire and
the power to' come, and hence I came. " From Him cometh my
salvation." Had He not drawn and enabled I should never have
come.
The apostles teach man's inability in various ways. For example,
Paul teaches that" a man is justified by faith without the deeds
of the law" (Rom. iii. 28).
But how does it come about that man has faith in the merits
of the LORD JESUS 1 The apostle tells us that "it is the gift
of GOD" (Eph. ii. 8). It is given to a sinner to believe on CHRIST
(Phil. i. 29). Peter says, "Whosoever believeth in Him shall
receive remission of sins" (Acts x. 43).
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But whence comes the faith of those who believe in Him 1
The sinner obtains it. It has been Divinely granted to him (see
2 Peter i. 1).
Thus it is gloriously true that believing in CHRIST I receive
remission of sins, but the faith by which I believe is GOD'S gift.
Hence again I must say, "From Him cometh my salvation."
~ian's inability is further shown by the doctrine that he is
" dead in trespasses and sins," and he therefore requires an outside
power to make him spiritually alive and capable of exercising
a Divinely-imparted faith in the blood and righteousness of CHRIST.
How can a spiritually dead man choose of himself or decide for
himself whether or not he will be saved 1 Yet spiritually dead
men are exhorted by preachers to decide for CHRIST, which shows
that it is believed that the sinner can decide to bring about his
own salvation.
Writing of the statement that the sinner is dead in trespasses
and sins, the late Bishop Moule says that this statement" distinctly
teaches that the state of the unregenerate has a true analogy
to physical death; and that that analogy on the whole consists
in this, that (1) it is a state in which a living principle, necessary
for organization, growth, and energy, in reference to GOD and
holiness, is entirely lacking; (2) it is a state which has no innate
tendency to develop such a principle of life. The principle must
come to it altogether ab extra. The latest researches into nature
confirm the conviction that dead matter has absolutely no inner
tendency to generate life, which must come into it ab extra if
it is to live; a suggestive analogy." (Oambridge Bible for Schools,
" Ephesians.")
The common doctrine of salvation fails to recognize
GOD'S PURPOSE
in regard to the persons who will ultimately be saved. The
Apostle Paul, writing to Timothy, says that" GOD hath saved
us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to His Own purpose and grace, which was given us
in CHRIST JESUS before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
Those who are saved, then, are saved not because they willed
to bring about their own salvation, but because GOD willed.
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Before the world began He chose the objects of His saving mercy
and grace, and He purposed that all such favoured objects should
eventually be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation.
Thus" it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but
of GOD that sheweth mercy" (Rom. ix. 16). Each believer must
say, "From Him cometh my salvation."
Those who are called out of darkness into His marvellous light
are "called according to His purpose," not according to their own
purpose. "For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate
to be conformed to the image of His SON, that He might be the
Firstborn among many brethren. Moreover, whom He did
predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them
He also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified"
(Rom. viii. 28-30).
The glorified were previously Divinely-justified. The justified
were previously Divinely-called. The called were previously
Divinely-predestinated, and the predestinated were Divinelyforeknown. Thus from first to last the saved owe their salvation
to the LORD. The language of their hearts is, "He brought me
up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my
feet upon a rock, and established my goings. And He hath put
a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our GOD" (Ps. xl. 2, 3).
"Salvation belongeth unto the LORD" is the testimony of
David in the eighth verse of the third psalm.
When J onah was Divinely delivered from the belly of the fish
he took no honour to himself, but wrote, "Salvation is of the
LORD" (J onah ii. 9).
The song of the great multitude which no man can number is
" Salvation to our GOD Which sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the LAMB" (Rev. vii. 10).
With the exception of one quotation from Bishop Moule all
our proofs of the doctrine that salvation is of GOD alone are taken
from Scripture. We know that many persons, if they read this
"Family Portion," would say that the doctrine taught in this
article is a certain ism associated with the name of a great
Reformer, but we have purposely furnished proofs from Scripture
alone. Reformers and Puritans wrote excellent expositions of
Scripture, but unless their expositions can be proved from Scripture
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they are of no value. Scripture alone is our infallible rule of
faith 'and practice. If what we have written is really Scriptural
it cannot be overthrown by calling it a certain kind of ism, or
associating it with the name of a prominent Reformer.
DIFFICULTIES AND MYSTERIES.
We are fully aware that many are ready to raise objections
against the things advanced in this article. Difficulties arise in
their minds. We fully acknowledge that many of the truths of
GOD'S Word are mysterious and suggest questions which cannot
be answered in a way satisfactory to our finite minds. But the
Bible teaches us that GOD'S "ways are past finding out" (Rom.
xi. 33). If so, we must be humbly content to believe all that
He has spoken, though much that He has revealed may be past
finding out to us. The apostle says, "Nay, but, 0 man, who
art thou that repliest against GOD 1 Shall the thing formed
say to Him that formed it, Why hast Thou made me thus 1 "
(Rom. ix. 20).
May we then have grace to receive with meekness all GOD'S
Word. May we beware of closing our eyes and our ears to portions
of Scripture which conflict with our own thoughts of what is
right. Unless we take full account of all that GOD has revealed
and embody it in our teaching we mutilate the truth. The Gospel
of the grace of GOD is a message which embraces all Gospel truth.
The whole truth should therefore be preached in due proportion.
It should be preached firmly, but also graciously, humbly, and
tenderly. The more we realize that we have nothing that we
did not receive, the more tender and gracious will we be to those
who as yet kick against truths clearly revealed.
If "a man can receive nothing, except it be given him from
above" (John iii. 27), what is the use of using a sledge hammer
to knock him down, because he has not received what we have
received 1 If through infinite grace we see anything which others
see not, let us humbly thank GOD for any light we have, and
pray that others may be enlightened by the SPIRIT to welcome
all the truth about salvation. Salvation in all its formstemporal, spiritual and eternal-is of the LORD. How precious
are the words of the Psalmist which we now quote, " The salvation
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of the righteous is of the LORD: He is their strength in the time
of trouble. And the LORD shall help them, and deliver them:
He shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because
they trust in Him" (Ps. xxxvii. 39, 40).
Let each believing reader say with fresh emphasis and with
fresh feelings of gratitude,
"FROM HIM COMETH My SALVATION."

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

RENUNCIATION OF THE WORLD.
" Let worldly minds the world pursue,
It has no charms for me ;
Once I admired its trifles too,
But grace has set me free.
" Its pleasures now no longer please,
No more content afford;
Far from my heart be joys like these,
Now I have seen the Lord.
" As by the light of opening day
The stars are all concealed,
So earthly pleasures fade away
When Jesus is revealed.
" Creatures no more divide my choice,
I bid them all depart;
His name, and love, and gracious voice,
Have fixed my roving heart.
" Now, Lord, I would be Thine alone,
And wholly live to Thee;
But may I hope that Thou wilt own
A worthless worm like me 1
" Yes! though of sinners I'm the worst,
I cannot doubt Thy will ;
For if Thou hadst not loved me first,
I had refused Thee still."
John Newton.
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Notes.

NONCONFORMITY TO THE WORLD.
" And they fortified Jerusalem unto the broad wall."NEHEMIAH iii. 8.

"CITIES well fortified have broad walls, and so had Jerusalem
in her glory. The New Jerusalem must, in like manner, be
surrounded and preserved by a broad wall of nonconformity to
the world, and separation from its customs and spirit. The
tendency of these days is to break down the holy barrier, and
make the distinction between the Church and the world merely
nominal. Professors are no longer strict and Puritanical.
Questionable literature is read on all hands, frivolous pastimes
are currently indulged, and a general laxity threatens to deprive
the Lord's peculiar people of those sacred singularities which
separate them from sinners. It will be an ill day for the Church
and the world when the proposed amalgamation shall be complete,
and the sons of God and the daughters of men shall be as one.
Then shall another deluge of wrath be ushered in. Beloved
reader, be it your aim in heart, in word, in dress, in action, to
maintain the broad wall, remembering that the friendship of
this world is enmity against God" (C. H. Spurgeon).
We printed the above extract some time ago in one of the issues
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. It came again to our notice just recently,
and we were so impressed with its teaching that we felt it ought
to appear again. We are increasingly convinced of the danger
of conformity to the world which confronts God's people.
1. First, there is danger in regard to the books which God's people
may read. Novels and other questionable literature abound, and
being written, for the most part, by worldly people, their teaching
is necessarily damaging to God's true children. Besides, it is
increasingly evident that large numbers of God's people read very
little, if at all, of solid helpful literature. There can be no doubt
that the devil wishes to crowd out from God's people everything
which is really solid and spiritually helpful. Even the Bible
itself occupies only a small place in the lives of a great number.
2. Secondly, Christians are not free from the danger of worldly
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It requires
courage to walk in holy separation from things which the world
regards as harmless. What shall be said of mixed dancing, theatres,
and cinemas 1 Can any Christian really regard these things as
other than worldly 1
3. Thirdly, is there not need for greater nonconformity to the
world in the matter of dress? Many years ago mixed bathing at
the seaside was not allowed. Now it is the general rule. Without
offering any opinion on that new feature, is it not lamentably
true that the scenes which meet the eye at seaside resorts now
are far from modest 1 Men and women lie about on the sands
wearing very little clothing. Women walk about in the roads in
scanty attire, and it is a common thing to see them smoking
cigarettes. Besides this, women parade the streets in men's
dress. To us all this is a sad sign of the times. It is an indication
of the growing looseness in morals which characterizes these days
of apostasy from God and from His truth. Moreover, such things
have a bad effect on the morals of young men.
We are aware that there are differences of opinion even among
Christians on the subject of smoking. The late George Muller
received a letter from Liverpool containing a bank draft for £20.
The writer said, "Not having smoked for twelve months, this is
the amount I would have spent otherwise in cigars." Think of it.
Twenty pounds spent in a year on cigars, a wholly unnecessary
expenditure. Then think of the fact that the total amount spent
on tobacco in a year is £125,000,000. Against that, place the
amount of two millions or thereabouts given for the spread of the
Gospel in the dark places of the earth. Can any Christian justify
such extravagance on an indulgence which is generally learnt in
unconverted days 1 We have often thought that if we ourselves
were in the habit of smoking, the sight of modern young women,
sometimes in scanty attire, smoking cigarettes, would lead us to
abandon smoking ourselves, lest we should be regarded as
encouraging the degeneracy which marks these days of apostasy
from God and His truth.
This leads us to appeal to all Christian women to consider whether
they themselves, in some cases, are not gu~lty of encouraging the
looseness in regard to dress now so common. They would not

amusements, worldly concerts, and worldly entertainments.
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themselves go to the lengths in scantiness of attire that many shamelessly do, but are they not encouraging them in this sad lack of
modesty by adopting customs which would have been condemned
years ago 1
The world is tied and bound by fashion. If it is the fashion
to wear scanty attire, they wear it. If it is the fashion to wear
dresses trailing on the ground, they wear them. It is evident
that the greater number feel that they must be in the fashion,
however unseemly, foolish, or extravagant the fashion may be.
Christian people, however, ought to avoid the ways of the:
world. Without being unduly singular they should avoid both
extravagance and immodesty in dress. Men, too, are not without
blame in the matter of dress, and all believers need to lay to heart
the general teaching of Scripture on nonconformity to the world.
The Bible does not say in so many words, " Thou shalt not smoke,"
"Thou shalt not engage in mixed dancing," "Thou shalt not
attend the theatre or the cinema," or " Thou shalt not read novels."
But the Bible lays down principles for our guidance, and if we
honestly desire to avoid" the pomps and vanity of this wicked
world" we shall, under the guidance of God's Spirit, gradually
realize that nonconformity to the world will involve the abandonment of many things which even professing Christians encourage.
We read that" Christ gave Himself for our sins, that He might.
deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God
and our Father" (Gal. i. 4).
Satan is "the god of this world," and we need to beware of
his power. How saddening it is to the hearts of many of God's
people to see the love of the world influencing the minds of some
believers. What pain must have been felt by the apostle when
he wrote, "Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present
world" (2 Tim. iv. 10). We are taught to deny "ungodliness
and worldly lusts," and to "live soberly, righteously and godly
in this present world, looking for that blessed hope" (Titus ii. 12).
It needs to be remembered that true believers are" not of the
world," but Christ has "chosen them out of the world" (John
xv. 19). Christ's kingdom is not of this world, nor are His people.
We need, therefore, to be separate from the world and beware of
its evil customs and evil ways. In our unconverted days we
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"walked according t<? the course of this world," and" according
to the prince of the power of the air." Now, however, being
delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into the
kingdom of God's dear Son, we are bidden to " walk in the Spirit"
and beware of the lusts of the flesh. We are to " shine as lights
in the world" (Phi!. ii. 15). "To keep himself unspotted from
the world" is to be the believer's constant aim (James i. 27).
"The friendship of the world is enmity with God. Whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God "
(James iv. 4). These are solemn words which we all need to lay
to heart.
The believer is described as one who has "escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust" (2 Peter i. 4). Do
we not need, therefore, to watch and pray lest we in any degree
give way to such corruptions again 1
The Apostle John says, "Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in Him" (1 John n. 15). Do we sufficiently consider
the import of these words 1 Do we love the world 1 Is the love
of the world and its evil customs, fashions, pleasures, music
books, and dress dominant in any measure in our hearts 1 Have
we seriously broken with the world, or do we still cling to it?
Think of the solemn words, "If any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him."
" Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world" (1 John v. 4).
There is danger that instead of our being numbered with those
who overcome the world, we are rather amongst those whom the
world overcomes. Our Lord and Master was not overcome by
the world, but He said, "Be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world." Do we not want to be like Him 1 He can give us grace
to conquer all our tendencies to conformity to the world.
"The whole world lieth in wickedness" (lit., the wicked one)
(1 John v. 19), and we are bidden to come out from the world
and be separate, and touch not the unclean thing. Christian
people are under constant observation by the world, and they,
in their reading, their dress, and in all their ways, need to beware
lest they prove a stumbling-block to others. When ministers of
the Gospel, for example, go to theatres and travel in trains and
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buses on the Lord's day, their conduct is noted often with surprise
by worldly people. There can be no doubt that the dress of
many young people is often an indication of their worldly character,
and in many cases they may be influenced in their dress by the
example of Christian people. The Christian cannot be too careful
in his outward behaviour, and, for the sake of those around him,
he or she needs to beware of exercising an evil influence on
others.
We sometimes read of "the smart set." Are all who profess
to be Christians free from the danger of being regarded as belonging
to such a worldly set ~
The growing laxity of the times, is, we believe, a loud call to
the Lord's people to beware of so walking as to make those around
them wonder whether they are walking in the broad way pr the
narrow.
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable service. .And be not conformed
to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that we may prove what is that good, and acceptable,
and perfect, will of God" (Rom. xii. 1, 2).
THE EDITOR.

MINISTERS AND THE DRAMA.
THE following paragraph appeared in a recent issue of the British
Weekly: "A number of Church of Scotland ministers in Kilmarnock
joined in the production of three plays in an effort to raise funds
towards the Church Army Huts. Most of the principal parts in the
plays were taken by the ministers, their wives, and members of their
families. There was an encouraging response by the public, the performance being very largely attended, and it is expected there will
be a considerable sum available for the Hut Funds." Is it any wonder
people have lost all confidence in ministers of this stamp 1 Playactors of this stamp have missed their profession. It is an infinite
pity they should ever have entered the pulpit and made a profession
of being the servants of Christ and yet we have known some who made
great professions of Free Presbyterianism who turned their eyes, if
not their hearts, to the wider and richer fields of the Church which allows
some of her ministers to act after the above fashion.-Free Presbyterian
Magazine.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" He shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the munitions of
rocks,. bread shall be given him: his waters shall be sure."ISAIAH xxxiii. 16.
THE chapter before us is full of riches, even the riches of the inheritance
of the saints. May the Holy Spirit enable us to dig up some of the
treasures from this portion of the unfathomable mine of wealth to our
soul's enriching and His eternal praise.
We would note in passing that it is significant how many of the
words found in its verses are rendered by the plural number in
the margin-a denotation of hyper-excellence. They are doubtless of
the Holy Spirit's ordering, and set to the seal God's greatness in all His
dealings of mercy, love, and favour to His people. Thus we find in
verse 6, the" strength of salvations "; in verse 15, " he that walketh in
righteousnesses; and speaketh uprightnesses"; "that stoppeth his
ears from hearing of bloods"; in verse 16, " he shall dwell on heigh ".
and in the verse following our text, "they shall behold the land of far
distances." Do not all these denote the greatness of God s 10 e in
the salvation blessings of His people and their high and hol privileges 1
Our text is amongst them. It is a precious promise made to the people
of Zion who are accounted righteous in their all-righteous Redeemer.
Their place of dwelling is secured them, and their safet and sustenance
likewise promised them. The Psalmist speaks of the aints' dwellingplace as " in the secret place of the most High "; and oses the man
of God likewise rejoiced in Him. "Lord, Thou hast been our dwellingplace in all generations" (Ps. xc. 1). It leads the soul up in contemplation to where God dwells, and for whom.
It leads us to follow by faith Him, Whom the Psalmist declared
" hath ascended up on high and led captivity captive." He rose the
all-conquering King over sin, death, hell, and the grave, and returned
to the glory He had with His Father from all eternity, and thus He
could say, " I am He that liveth and became dead; and behold I am
alive for evermore."
Child of God, is this your dwelling-place ~ Oh, I think I hear you
say with the writer, I grovel so shamefully; "my soul cleaveth unto
the dust"; I cannot rise to any adequate perception of what these
great and glorious realities are. My heart so quickly gets estranged;
runs after earthly things; my mind is pre-occupied and disturbed by
all the unrest and solemn happenings in the world; and my thoughts
wander to my shame, when in the very exercise of prayer and all within
feels so cold and lifeless. Well, be it so, and all you write and say
of yourself is doubtless all too true, but there is a mercy and comfort
in it that you are not at rest in the matter; there is a conflict, a warfare
going on within, the flesh and spirit warring one against the other, so

The Gospel 1."\1 agazine

291

that you cannot do the things that you would, and you do that you
would not. There is also this comfortable thought that whilst a
" woe" is pronounced upon those that" are at ease in Zion" (Amos
vi. 1), you, in spite of all you sorrowfully confess in your deadness and
coldness are not" at ease." You cannot and will not give up hoping
for a reviving; for a little breath of Divine love to quicken and forgive
you and fan the· flickering embers to a flame. You are hoping for
better things. You are learning the secret of whilst being in the body,
your heart is above, and going out after a precious Christ Who alone
can satisfy. As in the vision of Jacob's ladder you are ever ascending;
reaching out after heaven and desiring that your soul " shall dwell
on high" according to the promise. It is the place of safety. It is
above all the dangers and turmoils of earth. It is out of reach of the
enemy. If the wise man points us to the fact that" the conies are
but a feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the rocks" (Prov.
xxx. 26), and the eagle builds her nest high up in the fastnesses, above
the danger of marauders, how much more" Whoso hearkeneth unto
Me, shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil" (Prov.
i. 33). Oh, child of God, that is your and my secret! We need to
be ever on the wing by faith that the snare of the fowler shall not
entrap us. The wing of faith will carry us above the dangers and
pitfalls; the wing of faith is prayer and the prayer of a Spirit-taught
child of God enters within the veil through the sweet incense of the
Great High Priest's intercession; lays hold of Omnipotence, pleads
the all-prevailing blood, and comes off the battlefield victorious. "He
shall dwell on high-(in the heights, margin): his place of defence shall
be the munitions of rocks; bread shall be given him: his waters
shall be sure."
The saved sinner ever takes very low views of himself, and very
exalted views of a precious Christ, Who is all his salvation and all
his desire. Low enough he needs to dwell, in self-abasement, but
high indeed, when resting and rejoicing in the finished work of his
precious Redeemer. That is " on high" or in the heights or high
places (margin) in Christ the King and Hope of Glory.
The Psalmist speaks of this secret place of dwelling, which was his
sweet and grateful experience (Ps. xci. 1), and he exults in the security
and abiding faithfulness of Him Who has been" our dwelling-place
in all generations" (xc. 1). What blessed and certain security!
Neither time nor circumstances can change it, for that dwelling-place
of His people is in the Covenant love and keeping power and unchanging
faithfulness of their God. Their" life is hid with Christ in God,"
and that is a truly high dwelling-place! Oh! says little faith, with
downcast eyes and breast-smiting, how dare I aspire to that ~ Mine
is the lowest place to take, and even then to say, I am not worthy,
Lord, to lie even at Thy feet. But our text assures us that the upright
ones in Christ Jesus "shall dwell on high." And that leads our
thoughts to where Jehovah says He dwells! "I dwell in the high and
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to
20
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revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite
ones" (Isa. lvii. 15).
Oh! what grace and condescension! What illimitable love and
unfathomable mercy! "Will God in very deed dwell with man 1 "
Yes, for He has made it possible, and that through His own most
precious Son, Who is His people's hiding-place and dwelling-place.
But we must now pass on and but briefly refer in closing to another
feature of this precious chapter from which our text is taken. We
have spoken of the excellencies of salvation as set forth very remarkably
throughout its verses in the plural of words. We have also a striking
declaration of the immutability of the Divine will and the certain
safety of the people of His choice in the word shall, which I think we
may find is used quite thirty times. (There are four of them in our
verse!) What a blessed rest there is to the Spirit-taught child of
God in the declarations of his heavenly Father's shalls and wills.
As my late beloved father, " G. C.," once said, " The' ifs' and' buts'
of the creature are crooked words, whilst the' shalls ' and' wills' of
the great Creator are Covenant words. Hang upon them; draw
from them the Divine consolation they afford. They are the promises
of the living God; they will not, they cannot fail." Oh, what ground
for hope and encouragement do these bring to the soul! With what
-holy boldness are we drawn to the mercy-seat and led to lay our desires
and wants there before the " Sovereign Ruler of the skies."
" 'iVe plead Thy promise made; 'tis from conditions free;
In bonds of everlasting love, I'll be a God to thee.
" 'Tis like a living spring of waters, sweet and clear;
There's not an 'if' to foul the stream, nor 'peradventure' here.
"Free in the fountain head, the source from whence it came;
In ' wills' and ' shaHs' of Gospel grace, eternally the same."

In conclusion, let me ask, do we fully enter into our privileges and
prize the blessedness of our dwelling-place in Christ Jesus ~ We all
know in our measure what our earthly homes are to us. They are to
us our castle. There is freedom felt there, as nowhere else. All our
pleasures are centred there; our affections, our joys, our sorrows, and
into which "a stranger intermeddleth not." What sacredness is
there! What histories could be told within those four walls! What
sweet and sad memories are shut up there! Our comforts, peace, joy
and happiness as also our sorrows are witness to us there. How much
more therefore in a spiritual sense is our dwelling-place in a precious
Christ. He is, according to His promise, "as a little Sanctuary"
unto His people. That is our rightful home as "strangers and
pilgrims" upon the earth, and well it is for all Zion's sons and daughters,
who in their blood-purchased hiding-place and home from above have
written on its portals Jehovah-Shammah. The Lord is there. He has
said, " I will dwell with them and walk with them, and they shall be
,My people, and I will be their God."
- Truly then, beloved readers, may we seek more and more to have
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our affections centred upon things above; to show in our daily walk
and conversation that" our citizenship is in heaven" and that as
" strangers and pilgrims" upon this rapidly crumbling earth of ours,
we are fast hastening to that" city which hath foundations, whose
Builder and Maker is God." Then there will be no more going out,
but we shall be eternally shut in and" satisfied." Oh, the mercy of
having such a Divinely implanted hope as that which enables us to
express it in the language of the hymn:
" I have a Home above, from sin and sorrow free,
A mansion which eternal love designed and formed for me."

R.
THE KING'S WORDS ABOUT PRAYER.

IN his message to the Empire on May 24th, the King made the following
reference to the Day of Prayer:
" At this fateful hour we turn, as our fathers before us have turned
in all times of trial, to God Most High. Here in the Old Country I
have asked that Sunday next should be observed as a Day of National
Prayer. It may be possible for many of our brothers across the seas
to join their prayers with ours. Let us with one heart and soul humbly
but confidently commit our cause to God, and ask His aid that we
may valiantly defend the right as it is given to us to see it.
" So now, Peoples of the Empire, men and women in all quarters
of the globe, I say to you: Put into your task, whatever it may be,
all the courage and purpose of which you are capable. . . . Let us
go forward to that task as one man, a smile on our lips, and our heads
held high, and with God's help we shall not fail."

STRICT WALKING.
STRICT walking is much despised in these days, but rest assured,
dear reader, it is both the safest and the happiest. He who yields a
point or two to the world is in fearful peril; he who eats the grapes
of Sodom will soon drink the wine of Gomorrah. A little crevice in
the sea-bank in Holland lets in the sea, and the gap speedily swells
till a province is drowned. Worldly conformity, in any degree, is a
snare to the soul, and makes it more and more liable to presumptuous
sins. . . . The yielding, temporizing Christian cannot wear a conscience
void of offence, but must feel that the inward monitor is in doubt of
him. Things doubtful we need not doubt about; they are wrong to
us. Things tempting we must not dally with, but flee from them with
speed. Better be sneered at as a Puritan than be despised as a hypocrite.
Careful walking may involve much self-denial, but it has pleasures of
its own which are more than a sufficient recompense.-C. H. Spurgeon.
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Sermons anlJ N otef' of Serntons.
"FATHER, I WILL."
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE MR. JOHN E. HAZELTON (SECRETARY
OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY), AT STREATLEY HALL,
LONDON, N.W.
" Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where I am,. that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me ;
for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world."-JoHN xvii. 24.

THESE are words taken from one of the most wonderful chapters in
this great and glorious narrative. We tread indeed upon holy ground
when we come to the 17th of John, and it is becoming to us to do
spiritually what Moses was commanded to do literally, that is, to loose
our shoes from off our feet, because the ground on which we tread is
holy.
We have in other of the Gospels what is commonly called" The
Lord's Prayer," but which is the prayer He gave to His disciples:
" Our Father which art in heaven." But this 17th of John is indeed
and of a truth the Lord's prayer itself. We read of our blessed Saviour
teaching His disciples to pray; we read of I-Em praying for them during
the long midnight hours, but we never, so far as I know, read of our
Lord praying with His disciples. When you come to think of it, there
would have been something incongruous in our blessed Lord praying
with His disciples. He teaches them how to pray, He prays for them,
but He does not pray with them;- they stand, in that respect, upon
a different footing from Him Who is their glorious and glorified
Redeemer.
Now here in the 17th of John our blessed Lord, before He went
into Gethsemane and suffered upon Calvary, yet speaks throughout
to His Father as if His work was absolutely completed. Therefore
we are right in looking upon this prayer, or this series of requests, as
based upon the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ, completed
when He cried with a loud voice, " It is finished."
Then, you ask, why was it not given after His resurrection from the
dead? Why did our blessed Lord antedate, as it were, this prayer 1
Because He would have His disciples strengthened and comforted
before the accomplishment of His decease in Jerusalem, and because
in this chapter we have a transcript in human language of the nature
and objects of the intercessory work of our Lord Jesus Christ in heaven.
We are not to suppose that the intercession of our blessed Lord in
heaven is of a verbal character. His appearance in the heavens of
our God at the right hand of the Majesty on high means for you and
me every word which He expressed in this 17th of John. The Holy
Ghost here has been pleased so to provide that not one sentence in
this most wonderful series of askings has been omitted. Is not thi8
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in itself a proof of the Divine inspiration of the Word of the living God ~
When was this Gospel written ~ Mter the Book of the Revelation
had been written; evidently the last of all the writings of John the
Apostle. But though so many years had elapsed, the Holy Ghost so
quickened the memory, so revived everything in the mind of the
apostle, that he sat down and wrote word for word every solemn
utterance which he, with his own ears, listened to in the upper room
at Jerusalem, before the little company passed through Jerusalem to
Gethsemane as the prelude to Calvary.
Now here in our text, the Lord Jesus Christ is pleased to gather up
and to express His ultimate object in becoming incarnate, in suffering
and dying. He has been pleased to reveal in our text that great
object which He had in view when He laid down His blessed and
spotless life for His people. What was His ultimate object ~ That
all who had been given to Him by His Father should be with Him
where He is; that they should behold His glory which His Father
had given unto Him.
" Where I am." Our Lord speaks as if He were already in heaven.
When He went to heaven as the Mediator and Head of His Church,
it was on the basis of His own finished work. What is heaven 1
Where is heaven ~ We know not, but it is "where I am," says the
Lord Jesus Christ. When a precious Christ comes and visits your
soul and mine in His house, in our own rooms, and upon our beds,
" Where I am," there it is heaven below. What does Watts say 1
" Not all the harps above
Can make a heavenly place,
If God His residence remove,
Or but conceal His face."

But where Jesus is, there is heaven even upon earth; and when we
reach the place where He is we shall know the fulness of this glorious
verse.
"Where I am "-the Saviour and the saved. "Where I am "the Father and the children. "Where I am "-the Bridegroom and
the bride. "Where I am "-" the Friend Who loveth at all times,"
and those concerning whom He says, " I have called you not servants
but friends." Chosen to salvation; called to His kingdom and glory;
justified, sanctified, and here declared to be glorified.
Let us, in looking at our text, attempt to answer three questions:
WHO IS IT THAT SPEAKS 1 WHO ARE THE PEOPLE SPOKEN OF 1 WHAT
IS DECLARED OF THEM 1
Who is it that speaks? Oh, what a prayer was this 1 We are not
to consider this chapter as a series of ordinary petitions; they are
requests; they are askings; they are the askings of our Mediator in
His official character. John xvii. does not consist in prayer to an
unwilling God. "Father, I will," and the Father's will and the Son's
will were in absolute harmony. "Father, I will." It was the asking
of Him Who had glorified His Father on the earth, and Who had
finished the work which He had given Him to do.
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Look for a moment or two at our blessed Lord here as giving to us
an illustration of what is meant when it is declared that He is our
Intercessor at the right hand of the Majesty on high. He was about
to seal His work with His own blood! He speaks as from the other
side of it. In Gethsemane's Garden He had offered up-(viewing
Him as in heaven)-He had" offered up prayers and supplications
with strong crying and tears." Then the nature of our blessed Lord's
prayers was different from what it is in John xvii. On Calvary's cross
the debt was paid; there the bond was cancelled. Here He presents
to His Father the people whose debts He had paid, whose bonds He
had cancelled, and He " presents them faultless before the presence of
-His glory with exceeding joy." "Father, I will." Oh, beloved, think
of the Speaker! He Who never had an unholy thought. He Who
never did or willed anything that was not in strict accord with the law
and the justice of a holy and heart-searching God. "I will! "-it is
a prayer that is in harmony with God's justice. "I will! "-it is a
prayer in harmony with God's law. "I will! " it is a prayer which
reveals Him Who is a just God and Who is yet a great Saviour.
"Father, I have glorified Thee on the earth "-as the Servant of
the Lord glorifying His Father in thought and word and deed.
" Father, I have finished the work that Thou gavest Me to do." The
law has been fulfilled and made honourable; every farthing has been
paid, and
"Payment God will not twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."

" I will! "-it is the word of Him Who said, " Light be," and there
was light. It is the word of Him Who said to the leper, " I will, be
thou clean~" It is the word of Him Who in every act of mercy that
Re performed, and every deed of grace that He wrought, said, "I
will." Here, then, is the will-may I say, for want of a better phrase,
here is the last will -and testament of our most blessed Lord. I do
not think we will use the word " last." Here is the will and testament
of our blessed Lord.
Where are wills registered to-day? In the Probate Registry in
Somerset House. And how often when you go there you see the sad
sight of people searching wills in which they vainly expect they may
find their names; people who tell you they have been defrauded and
wronged. Here is our blessed Saviour's will. Where is it registered?
In the heart of His Father. Here is His blessed will, where is it
endorsed? By the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Here
is His will, where is it recorded? In the Word of the living God, in
Old Testament and in New. Here is His will, Who has attested it,
and sealed it? The Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. Registered
in the heart of His Father, and attested and sealed in the hearts of all
given to Him by the applied and revealing power of God the Holy
Spirit. What does dear John Berridge sing in relation to the experience
of God's people? He says :
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" These pinings prove that Christ is near,
And testify His grace ;
Call on Him with unceasing prayer,
And He will show His face."
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Oh, pining soul, the will has been attested and sealed on thy heart
and conscience by the power of the Holy Ghost.
"These pinings prove that Christ is near,
And He will show His face."

Oh, is it not wonderful, a risen and glorified Saviour at that end within
the veil, and a poor pining, trembling sinner down here at this end ~
The" I will" covers it all. "Father, I will" that that pining, thirsty,
hungry, seeking one" shall be with Me where I am, that he may behold
My glory." Why ~ Because I have saved him. Yes. Because.I
have redeemed him; but because he is a relation, because he is a relation ! How ~ By the union between the Lord and His dear people,
He wearing their nature in the glory, and imparting to them of His
resurrection life by the power of His Holy Spirit! "Children ~'
that was the word after the resurrection. "Children, have ye any
meat ?" "Children," the Lord said again and again; hence He is
called " The Everlasting Father" as well as the " Prince of Peace."
" Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given Me be with Me
where I am; that they may behold My glory."
But what a lot of opposition there· is in our hearts! How many
things there are that say" no" when Christ says" I will.'.' What
says no? Memory rises up. That which is written on the leaves of
the past often says to us, " No; look at that past: can you say that
you will behold the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ with a past like
yours ~" 'Conscience says, "No" again and again, apart from the
sanctifying power of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. My miserable
failures say, " No; you behold the glory of the Lord ~" My inconsistencies say, "No." My sins say, "No." Memory, conscience,
failure, inconsistencies, sin, all with one heart and voice say, "No·;
you are not fit· for heaven, you will never go there and see Him Whose
face it is heaven to behold with j.oy." They challenge us, and it is
a solemn and trying thing when memory, conscience, sin, and inconsistencies all challenge us. What shall we say to them ~ "What
shall we then say to these things ~ If God be for us "-the sinner's
Friend-" if God be for us, who can be against us ?" Who ~ "Who
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect ~" But memory does,
the Devil does, conscience does, sin does, inconsistency does. "Who
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? Who is he that
condemneth ~ It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again,
and is now at the right hand of God. Who shall separate us from the
love of God 'which is in Christ Jesus our Lord ~ " Memory, conscience,
failure, inconsistency, sin! "Father, I will that they also whom 'Thou
hast given Me be with Me where I am." What is the characteristic of
them as set forth in the context ~ "These have known that Thou
hast sent Me." Now put that over against your memory, conscience,
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sins, failures, and inconsistencies. Do you know that God has sent
His Son to be the Saviour of the poor, lost, and ruined sinner ~ "Yes,
I do; I say amen with all my heart to that." "Father, I will that
these "-He sp!eads His hand over them-" be with Me where I am " ;
they are those who believe the record that God has given of His Son;
and so, as the Apostle John shows, demonstrate that they have been
made partakers of eternal life.
Now let us go for a moment or two to what is commonly called the
Lord's Prayer: "Our Father which art in heaven~" What is one of
the petitions of that prayer ~ "Thy will be done on earth, even as
it is done in heaven." There is a great scope for that petition; it has
yet to be fulfilled in a larger way than we can conceive, but let us seek
to bring it to personal and experimental things. Pray like this: the
Lord says, " Thy will be done on earth." What is the Father's and
the Saviour's will in relation to earth ~ That those who have been
given to Him may be with Him where He is. And what does this
involve ~ That they begin the journey on earth; and so conviction
of sin, the life of God in the soul, those feeble desires, constitute the
beginning of the will of God being done on earth even as it is done in
heaven. How wonderful the tenderness and the grace of our dear Lord
Jesus here! We have said that in this chapter, and in this intercessory
prayer, He is speaking as the, Mediator of His Church and people,
and as Mediator, Spokesman, Saviour of His Church and people, we
plainly see that those who have been given to Him are essential to
Him; essential not as God, but as He has been constituted the Head
of a people given to Him by His Father. Every member of that
mighty company is essential to the Lord Jesus Christ in the completion of
His mystical body. He the Head, we the members. If the feeblest
of the members were missing, the mystical body of our blessed Lord
would be incomplete. Hence we are right in saying that the whole
of this prayer shows to us that the full salvation, the safe convoy,
and the blessed arrival of His people, is essential to the Lord Jesus
Christ, Who will not be satisfied until they are all there; for He shall
look upon the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied.
What has the Lord not done for you and for me ~ Dear tried child
of God here, trembling and often desponding one, I ask you this
question, " Are you dead in sins this morning ~" You feel powerfully again and again the presence of sin. But you know that you
are not dead in sin; you are after God in Christ, you love His people,
you love His house, your poor soul can find no rest or peace excepting
in connexion with the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Now I
tell you that you are a child, although you are a long way, at present,
from entering into the comfort and peace of it; you are among those
who were given by the Father to the Son. Oh, that by the power of
the Holy Ghost you may taste the sweetness of this truth, and realize
its strengthening efficacy.
Secondly, let us speak of those of whom these words were spoken.
We have spoken of our blessed Mediator, the eternal Son of the Father,
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constituted the Head of the people of the living God: made partaker
of their nature, and they by His Spirit made partakers of His. "Them
also whom Thou hast given Me." How much there is in this chapter,
from the beginning to the end, about the Lord's people as His given
ones.. It is for the most part by this term that our blessed Lord refers
to them-" the given ones." Now should not this enter more into
our thoughts, since it entered so much into the heart of Jesus when He
presented this intercessory prayer 1 You may depend upon it that
when the truth of the Church being given to the Lord Jesus does not
enter largely into our thoughts, there must be a flaw somewhere.
Given by the Father to the Son. Why, security is wrapped up in that.
Safety, blessedness, and all blessings are w!,apped up in that.
The final perseverance of the saints is wrapped up in that. Bless God,
my inconsistencies, my failures, and my sins, over which I mourn,
which are my plague and the distress of my very soul, shall not be
suffered to separate me from the love of God in Christ. Given by the
Father to the Son.
But you ask for a proof, a testimony that you are given. You have
a very simple one given by the Lord Himself. "All that the Father
giveth Me shall come to Me, and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise·
cast out." If you are a coming sinner, you are a forgiven sinner, and
if you are a coming sinner, coming day by day in penitence, faith,
desire, affection, you come because you were given, and the Lord has
said, " I will in no wise cast out." "Father, I will that that coming
sinner be with Me where I am."
Given. For what purpose 1 To take charge of. The Father gave
them to the Son before the foundation of the world to take charge of,
to undertake for; given to Him to be Cleansed in His precious blood,
clothed with His perfect righteousness, fed as by a Shepherd, espoused
to Him as a Husband. Given to Him to carry triumphantly through
death, and through all foes. Given to Him to subdue their corruptions,
to put down their enemies. Oh, He values them, He values us, and
at what a price! Given by the Father to the Son. What is the price
at which the Lord values poor hell-deserving sinners 1 "He loved
me, and gave Himself "-there is the value-" and gave Himself for
me." And who is He? God's own dear Son. He gave Himself
for me.
You and I make daily discoveries of our own corruptions, and the
evils of our own hearts. We are startled and staggered thereby, but J
-given by the Father to the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ knew us before
He came to suffer and to save.
Given, and therefore safe. .Given by the Father to the Son, they
shall lack nothing for time or for eternity. The fulness of Christ is
their reservoir and their storehouse, and being given, the Lord says
in the 6th verse, " I have manifested Thy Name unto the men which
Thou gavest Me out of the world." There is another test. One is
the coming, another is the manifestation. "I have manifested Thy
Name unto the men which Thou gavest Me out of the world." What
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is the manifestation of the Name of God ~ The manifestation of the
character of God, the manifestation of His perfections. How does
the blessed Lord manifest the Name of His Father unto those given
Him out of the world 1 By displaying the Father's goodness, grace,
and truth; that He is the God of mercy, longsuffering, and Who will
by no means clear the guilty, that is, visiting the sins and transgressions
of His people upon their great and glorious Covenant Head. Here,
then, is the description of those for whom our Saviour prays in this
verse.
Once more. What is it He asks His Father should result therefrom ~ To be with Him: "Where I am." "That they may behold
My glory which Thou hast given Me." That means that they shall be
with Him in heaven. The first essential quality of heaven's happiness
is to be with Him. "I will come again, and receive you unto Myself."
" Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." "To-day shalt thou be with
Me "-underline the personal pronoun-cc To-day shalt thou be with
Me in Paradise." "Absent from the body, present with the Lord."
" God shall wipe away all tears from their. eyes." Oh, dear friends,
especially younger friends, put away from your minds and attention
all those sentimental and carnal representations of heaven which we
have in so many books. It is a place as well as a state, but if our
hearts are right in the sight of God, and if we are much occupied with
Christ, we shall want to know nothing more about heaven, until we
get there, excepting that it is where Jesus is. When I was a young
man I read a book that was very popular in those days, but one which,
like so many of its kind, has gone the way of all the earth; but I have
the nasty taste of that book in my mind to-day. It was by an American
authoress, and was called" The Gates Ajar." It was full of the most
carnal and wretched descriptions of what heaven must be that one
can possibly read. The Lord says here, His objective, His purpose,
is that His people should be with Him where He is; that they may
behold His glory.
What is it to behold the glory of the Lord ~ I do not know, excepting
what our Lord has said in the 24th verse of the 14th chapter of John:
" At that day"-when we get over to the otherside-" at that day
ye shall know that I am in My Father, and ye in Me, and I in you."
Oh, we are in deep waters in that verse, waters of bliss, waters of wonder,
waters of glory! But it is going to be opened up to us in heaven;
" I am in My Father, and ye in Me."
What is Christ to you, dear friends? How stands the matter with
regard to you and the Lord ~ Mrs. Cousens beautifully expresses it,
where she says:
H

The bride eyes not her garments,
But her dear bridegroom's face;
I will not look on glory,
But on my King of grace,
Not on the crown He giveth,
But on His pierced hand ;
The Lamb is all the glory
Of Emmanuel's land! "
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When I looked last Thursday' at the beautiful dead face of myoid
friend at Horsham, whom I went to bury, his wife said to me, " Almost
the last verse which he quoted before he died was this:
'Then shall I hear and see and know,
All I desired or wished below,
And every power find sweet employ
In that eternal world of joy.' "

" That they may behold My glory," and" be with Me where I am."
May we go away this morning with a comfortable assurance in our
souls, inwrought by God the Holy Ghost, that having come to the
Lord Jesus Christ, casting ourselves for full salvation upon Him, we
have the demonstration that we have been given to Him for safe
keeping, and final presentation faultless before the presence of His
glory with exceeding joy.
FULL ASSURANCE.
By THE LATE REV. J. B. WADDINGTON, VICAR OF Low MOOR,
CLITHEROE, LANCASHIRE.
" He is faithful that promised."-HEBREws x. 23.
" We know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we
have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the
Heavens."-2 CORINTHIANS v. 1.
THE preaching of a present and a realized salvation is oft-times the
cause of misconception and offence. lone day came in contact with
a man who was for a short time an occasional hearer in my Church.
" Do you know why I ceased to attend your Church ~ " he asked.
" I have not been since I heard you say in a sermon that you knew
that your sins were forgiven, and that you were certain of heaven.
I was always taught that no one could be certain of salvation."
I replied, that as no minister is infallible, we should always try what
we hear by the Word of God. The Bereans who heard the Apostle
Paul preach are commended because they" searched the Scriptures
daily, whether these things were so " (Acts xvii. 11). This I earnestly
urged him to do, solemnly warning him of the danger of neglecting
so great salvation (Heb. ii. 3).
.
" This is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil" (John
iii. 19).
The Bible teaches that UNBELIEF is the great cause of condemnation,
for we read, " He that believeth not is condemned already" (John iii. 18).
" lIe that believeth not shall be damned" (Mark xvi. 16).
The Bible also teaches that all who have been led to see their need
of a Saviour by the Holy Spirit, and have been enabled to trust to
Jesus only as having made a perfect satisfaction and atonement for
their sins, are freely and fully forgiven, in fact, " have everlasting life."
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Christ said plainly, " Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth
My Word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, BATH everlasting life,
and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death
unto life" (John v. 24). "There is therefore now no condemnation
to them that are in Christ Jesus" (Rom. viii. 1). "For as by one man's
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of One
shall many be made righteous" (Rom. v. 19).
" Sin is the transgression of the law" (1 John iii. 4), and has brought
man under a fearful" curse" (Gal. iii. 10), which the Son of God came
into the world to endure, with all its shame and suffering. The law,
requiring perfect conformity to every precept, He came to fulfil, and
so made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in everlasting righteousness (Dan. ix. 24). "Even the righteousness of God which is by
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe" (Rom.
iii. 22). In the first Epistle of John (v. 13) we read, " These things
have I written unto you that believe on the Name of the Son of God;
that ye may know that ye have eternal life." St. John had previously
written, "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all
sin" (i. 7). "If we confess our sins" (as the Jews did theirs upon
the head of the scapegoat), " He is faithful (because He has promised)
and just (because our Surety has died) to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (9). "I write unto you, little
children (i.e., the youngest and the weakest of believers), because
your sins are forgiven you for His Name's sake" (ii. 12). God's
character as essentially "faithful and just" is clearly stated in
Deuteronomy xxxii. 4: "He is the Rock, His work is perfect: for
all His ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just
and right is He."
A Christian woman, who was passing into eternity, evidently without
a doubt or a fear, being asked the ground of her confidence, replied,
" The justice of God"; believing that Jesus paid her debt when He
died for her upon the cross.
To doubt whatever HE states is fearful presumption, for" He that
believeth not God, hath made Him a liar!" (1 John v. 10).
Therefore the language of believers as recorded in the Bible is that
of certainty; for although they well knew that their sins deserved
eternal death, and that they were weak and helpless sinners, yet they
trusted in the Lamb which God had provided as their Sin-Bearer and
Substitute, Who, by His holy life and agonizing death, obtained for
them " eternal life, which God that cannot lie, promised before the
world began" (Titus i. 2).
Job said, "I know that my Redeemer liveth" (xix. 25). David
wrote, " As far as the east is from the west so far hath He removed
our transgressions from us " (Ps. ciii. 12). "He hath made with me
an everlasting Covenant, ordered in all things, and sure" (2 Same
xxiii. 5). Hezekiah said, " Thou hast in love to my soul delivered it
from the pit of corruption: fo'r Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy
back" (Isa. xxxviii. 17). St. Paul wrote, " We are always confident"
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(2 Cor. v. 6). "God hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and
grac~, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began"
(2 Tim. i. 9). St. John wrote, " We know that we have passed from
death unto life, because we love the brethren" (1 John iii. 14); and
in the Revelation (i. 5) he added, that He " loved us, and washed us
from our sins in His own blood."
This assurance was not the privilege of a few eminent saints only,
but of all who relied upon the sure promises of their God and Father.
" For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel; in returning
and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and confidence shall be your
strength" (Isa. xxx. 15).
God having found a way by which" He might be just, and the
Justifier of him which believeth in Jesus" (Rom. iii. 26), all believers
are addressed in the Bible as undoubtedly pardoned. "I have blotted
out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and as a cloud, thy sins:
return unto Me; for I have redeemed thee" (Isa. xliv. 22).
St. Paul wrote" to the Church of God" at Corinth, " The unrighteous
shall not inherit the kingdom of God. . . . And such were some of
you; but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in
the Name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor.
vi. 9, 11). "To the Saints" at Ephesus, he wrote, " Ye were without
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers
from the Covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in
the world: but now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were afar off
are made nigh by the blood of Christ" (ii. 12, 13). "God for Christ's
sake hath forgiven you" (iv. 32). The believers at Colosse are exhorted
to thank the Father, Who had delivered them from the power of
darkness, and translated them into the kingdom of His dear Son, in
Whom they had redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness
of sins. (Col. i. 13, 14.)
Nor is this confidence confined to the primitive ages of the Church,
for the precious blood of Christ
" Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more."

Augustine, Bishop of Hippo (395), said, "To be assured of our
salvation is no arrogant stoutness; it is our faith. It is no pride; it
is devotion. It is no presumption; it is God's promise."
Latimer, Bishop of Worcester, and Martyr, 1555, said, " Christ, with
His fulfilling of the law and painful death, merited that as many as
believe in Him, though they had done all the sins of the world, yet
shall they not be damned, but are righteous before the face of God,
believing in Christ; so that remission of sins and everlasting life may
be sought for nowhere else but only in Christ. . . . He which hath
Christ hath all things. He hath Christ's fulfilling of the law; he hath
remission of his sins, and so, consequently, everlasting life. Is not this
a comfort 1 What greater consolation, comfort, and heart's-ease can
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there be in heaven and earth, than that-namely, to be sure of the
remission of thy sins, and that Christ bound Himself unto the law, to
that end that He might fulfil it to the uttermost? This, I say, is the
greatest comfort. . . . When I look not upon my own works, to be
saved by them, but only by Christ; when I stick unto Him; when I
believe that my soul is washed and made clean through His bloodthen I have all His goodness, for God hath given Him unto me; and
when I believe in Him, I apply all His benefits unto me."
That this was the doctrine held by our Reformers in opposition to
the Church of Rome (which strenuously denies that we are justified by
faith only, and consequently that we can be certain of our salvation)
is confirmed by the Eleventh Article of the Church of England, which
maintains that "We are accounted righteous before God, only for
the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and not for
our own works or deservings. Wherefore, that we are justified by
faith ONLY is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort."
In the present day thousands of men and women can testify to the
unspeakable comfort of possessing a present salvation, realized by a
living faith wrought in the soul of God the Holy Ghost.
A farmer said solemnly, " If I were to die now on this hearthstone,
I know that I should go to heaven." A foundry man said, " I've no
fear of death; for I know that my sins are forgiven." A printer,
speaking of our Saviour's sufferings on the cross, said, " He paid my
debt there: I'm going right to heaven." A factory operative, " When
I close my eyes upon this world, I shall open them in heaven."
All these were well known to me, and I can testify that theirs was
not the language of ignorance or of presumption, but of that child-like
trust in .the "God of truth," which says, "SPEAK THE WORD
ONLY" (Matt. viii. 8).
" Be it known unto you, therefore, men and brethren, that through
this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by Him
all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be
justified by the law of Moses" (Acts xiii. 38, 39).
Reader, HAVE YOU REALIZED THIS SALVATION 1
Perhaps you say, " I do indeed know that I am a sinner, and that
I can do nothing to save myself, and I believe that Jesus died for me
-in fact, I cling to Him as my only hope; but I have not the assurance you speak of. In spite of all my endeavours after holiness, I am
far from what I long to be; my love is so cold, my prayers are so dead,
and my faith is so weak, that I dare not speak confidently of my state."
I would remind such that our Saviour has said, " Blessed are they
that mourn: for they shall be comforted" (Matt. v. 4). "Comforted,"
not by looking to themselves, but by " looking unto Jesus" (Heb. xii. 2),
" Who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption" (1 Cor. i. 30). Thus, Christ's perfect obedience to the law, not ours, is the foundation on which we rest. God s
faithfulness and justice, not our frames and feelings, are the ground
of our assurance.

The Gospel Magazine

305

Martin Luther, the German reformer, understood this well when he
spoke of Satan asking him, " Martin, do you feel that you are a child
of God? " to which he answered, " No, but I am sure of it." Bishop
Latimer said, "Being sure of His promises, then we are sure of our
salvation. Here you see that we must seek our salvation, not in our
works but in Christ. For if we look upon our works, we shall never
be sure."
A young person whose life showed an inward change, though she
hesitated to make a public profession, being asked by her pastor,
" Are you a child of God? " replied, " I am afraid to say that I am.
But I should not like to say that I am not. I see things very differently
from what I once did." Being further questioned she said her only
trust was in her Saviour, adding, " My fear is when I look at myself."
The Israelites, when bitten by the fiery serpents, did not gain comfort
or healing by looking at their wounds, but by looking to the brazen
serpent. So we must not expect comfort from looking within, but
by looking off unto Jesus (John iii. 14); for even in them that are
regenerated" the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against
the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other, so that ye
cannot do the things that ye would. But if ye be led of the Spirit,
ye are not under the law" (Gal. v. 17, 18). Although a new and
Divine nature is implanted in the soul at the new birth, yet the old
nature remains, no longer reigning, but struggling, and requiring all
our watchfulness and circumspection. In this conflict, however, we
are not left· to ourselves. St. Paul wrote, "Being confident of this
very thing, that He (the Holy Ghost) Which hath begun a good work
in you, will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil. i. 6).
We have also the sympathy and intercession of our Redeemer, Who
always" received sinners" who came to Him just as they were, and
gave them what they needed, without regard to their merits. We
have an instance of this in Matthew xiv. 35, 36: "And when the men
of that place had knowledge of Him, they sent into all that country
round about, and brought unto Him all that were diseased, and besought
Him that they might only touch the hem of His garment; and as
many as touched were made perfectly whole."
" The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete,
His promise is Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet :
Things future, nor things that are now,
Not all things below nor above,
Can make Him I-Iis purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love."
(Toplady).

(To be continued).

" WE are under an obligation to honour truth regardless of the source
from which it comes."-Professor Loraine Boettner.
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THE ROD HATH BLOSSOMED."
(Ezek. vii. 10.)
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-I came across the enclosed in the Daily Bible
Illustrations of Dr. Kitto, published in 1858. This chapter I have
transcribed word for word. When I read it I thought it might
(although somewhat longer) do instead of an article of my own. If you
will kindly accept it as such, I shall feel perhaps as Rachel did when
Jacob came and rolled the stone from the well's mouth for her and
watered the flocks: or as Jethro's daughters did when Moses came to
their help. Jacob and Moses were both outcasts or fugitives, and
Dr. Kitto had no home when he was young. We all know how oft
repeated a question it is, "Who shall roll us away the stone 1 " for
in the duties that the Lord assigns us, in the providences that He
brings upon us, the process has to be gone over again and again. We
drink of His daily mercies, and, as the Lord said, we thirst again. But
there is one stone that is never rolled back: the well of Salvation is
open all the time: whosoever will may drink freely. The Lord give
Yours in hope,
us the will.
FOLLOWER-ON.
In describing the imminency of the Lord's judgments upon Judah,
the prophet uses these remarkable expressions: "Behold the day,
behold it is come; the morning is gone forth; the rod hath blossomed,
pride hath budded." The expression we have specially indicated is
in every way remarkable, and is full of meaning. The rod is to be
understood as denoting the instrument by which the sins of the people
were to be punished. In this instance it was Nebuchadnezzar; but
the consideration to which it directs us is applicable to any case of
judgment. It illustrates the Lord's deliberateness in executing His
judgments, as contrasted with man's haste, impatience, and precipitancy.
Man, so liable to err in judgment and action, and to whom slow deliberation in inflicting punishment upon transgressors might seem naturally
to result from his own consciousness of weakness, is in haste to judge
and prompt to act; whereas He Who cannot err and Whose immediate
action must be as true and right as His most delayed procedure, works
not after the common manner of men, but after the manner of the
husbandman in sowing and planting. When the sin comes to that
state, which must in the end render judgment needful for the maintenance of righteousness upon the earth, and for the vindication of the
Lord's justice and honour, the rod of punishment is planted; it grows
as the sin grows, and it attains its maturity for action at the exact
time that the iniquity reaches maturity for punishment. When Israel
entered upon the course of sin which ended in ruin, the rod of the
Babylonian power was planted; and as the iniquities of Israel increased
the rod went on growing, until under Nebuchadnezzar it became a
great tree overshadowing the nations, and when the full term a
come, it was ripe and ready for the infliction upon Israel of the judgments which had 80 often been denounced and were so greatly needed.
cc
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Exactly the same was followed in the case of the Canaanites whom
the Israelites superseded in the possession of Palestine. In that case
Israel was the rod of Canaan. The rod was planted long before the
iniquities of the Canaanites were full for judgment; but when that
time arrived, the rod of judgment had grown to blossoming, and the
long prepared judgment was no longer withheld. All was ready:
the sinners were ready for judgment-the rod was ready to inflict it.
The same was the course with Babylon itself, in the present case
the rod of Israel. For her pride, her arrogancy, her unrighteousness,
she was doomed to be brought low. The prophets foretold it, and they
indicated the yet unplanted Medo-Persian rod as the future instrument
of her chastisement. The rod was planted: it grew, and when it
blossomed in strength, the Lord used it to break in pieces many nations,
as He had threatened-great Babylon being the first and the chief.
God deals in the same manner with mankind still. Instances might
be given from the modern history of nations as signal as any that
ancient history can produce. No century of time has been more replete
with them than the present. To produce instances would lead into
the field of politics, which we avoid. But this we can say, that so
certainly as any nation enters upon, and persists in, a course of unrighteousness, or addicts itself to any particular sin, so surely the rod
of judgment is planted-so surely will it blossom for chastisement at
the set time.
To come nearer: as God deals with nations, so does He deal with
individuals:· there is the same law for both. Whether a man professes
to be in Christ or not, if he follow any unrighteous course-if he cherish
any bosom sin, mental or practical, of thought or action, let him be
assured that the rod of judgment is planted, and will in due time bear
the bitter fruits of shame, fear and sorrow to him. Because God waits
till the rod has blossomed, the poor sinner may think that God tolerates
him-that he may sin without dread, and that even to the end his
peace shall flow like a river. But there is a sad and terrible hour to
come, which shall teach him, perhaps too late, that the rod of judgment
has all the while been growing, although he heeded it not, until it
sheds over him all its blossoms of mourning, lamentation, and woe.
Nothing is more certain than God's judgments; nor is there any help
for us, any refuge, unless, before the rod had blossomed, or even while
it is yet blossoming, we flee to Christ, and in that love and pity which
redeemed us, seek pardon for our sins and rest for our souls. " Grant,
Almighty God, since Thou hast recalled us to Thyself, that we may
not grow torpid in our sins, nor yet become hardened by Thy chastisements: but prevent in time Thy final judgments, and so humble us
under Thy powerful hand, that we may seriously testify and really
prove our repentance; and so study to obey Thee, that we may advance
in newness of life, until at length we put off all the defilements of the
flesh, and arrive at the enjoyment of that eternal rest which Thine
only-begotten Son hath acquired for us by His own blood."
Such is the beautiful prayer with which Calvin closes his consideration
of the passage (verses 9 to 18) which includes the text before us.
21
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"SIMPLICITY IN PREACHING."
By THE LATE BISHOP

J.

C. RYLE.

5. CONCLUDING REMARKS.
AND now bear in mind that my five points are these:
First: If you want to attain simplicity in preaching, you must
have a clear knowledge of what you are going to preach.
Secondly: If you would attain simplicity in preaching, you must
use simple words.
Thirdly: If you would attain simplicity in preaching, you must
seek to acquire a simple style of composition, with short sentences
and as few colons and semi-colons as possible.
Fourthly: If you would attain simplicity in preaching, aim at directness.
Lastly: If you would attain simplicity in preaching, make abundant
use of illustration and anecdote.
Let me add to all this one plain word of application. You will never
attain simplicity in preaching without plenty of trouble. Pains and
trouble, I say emphatically, pains and trouble. When Turner, the
great painter, was asked by someone how it was he mixed his colours
so well, and what it was that made them so different from those of
other artists; "Mix them 1 mix them 1 mix them 1 Why, with
brains, sir." I am persuaded that, in preaching, little can be done
except by trouble and by pains.
I have heard that a young and careless clergyman once said to
Richard Cecil, "I think I want more faith." "No," said the wise
old man, " you want more works. You want more pains. You must
not think that God will do work FOR you, though He is ready to do it
BY you." I entreat my younger brethren to remember this. I beg
them to make time for their composition of sermons, to take trouble
and to exercise their brains by reading. Only mind that you read
what is useful.
I would not have you spend your time in reading the Fathers in
order to help your preaching. They are very useful in their way, but
there are many things more useful in modern writers, if you choose
them discreetly. Read good models, and become familiar with good
specimens of simplicity in preaching. As your best model, take the
English Bible. If you speak the language in which that is written,
you will speak well. Read John Bunyan's immortal work, the
Pilgrim's Progress. Read it again and again, if you wish to attain
simplicity in preaching. Do not be above reading the Puritans.
Some of them no doubt are heavy. Goodwin and Owen are very
heavy, though excellent artillery in position. Read such books as
Baxter, and Watson, and Traill, and Flavel, and Charnock, and Hall,
and Henry. They are, to my mind, models of the best simple English
spoken in old times. Remember, however, that language alters with
years. They spoke English, and so do we, but their style was different
from ours. Read beside them the best models of modern English

The Gospel Magazine

809

.that you can get at. I believe the best English writer for the last
hundred years was William Cobbett, the political radical. I think he
wrote the finest simple Saxon-English the world has ever seen. In
the present day I do not know a greater master of tersely spoken
Saxon-English than John Bright. Among old political orators, the
speeches of Lord Chatham and Patrick Henry, the American, are
models of good English. Last, but not least, never forget that, next
to the Bible, there is nothing in the English language which, for
combined simplicity, perspicuousness, eloquence, and power, can be
compared with some of the great speeches in Shakespeare. Models of
this sort must really be studied, and studied" with brains," too, if
you wish to attain a good style of composition in preaching. On the
other hand, do not be above talking to the poor, and visiting your
people from house to house. Sit down with your people by the fireside,
and exchange thoughts with them on all subjects. Find out how they
think and how they express themselves, if you want them to understand
your sermons. By so doing yo.u will insensibly learn much. You
will be continually picking up modes of thought, and get notions as
_to what you should say in your pulpit.
A humble country clergyman was once asked" whether he studied
the Fathers." The worthy man replied that he had little opportunity
of studying the fathers, as they were generally out in the fields when he
called. But he studied the mothers more, because he often found
them at home, and he could talk to them. Wittingly or· unwittingly,
the -good man hit a nail right on the head. We must talk to our people,
if we would understand how to preach to them.
a. I will only say, in conclusion, that whatever we preach, or
whatever pulpit we occupy, whether we preach simply or not, whether
we preach written or extempore, we ought to aim not merely at letting
off fireworks, but at preaching that which will do lasting good to souls.
Let us beware of fireworks in our preaching. "Beautiful" sermons,
" brilliant" sermons, "clever" sermons, -" popular" sermons, are
often sermons which have no effect on the congregation, and do not
draw men to Jesus Christ. Let us aim so to preach that what we
say may really come home to men's minds and consciences and hearts,
and make them think and consider.
b. All the simplicity in the world can do no good, unless you preach
the simple Gospel of Jesus Christ so fully and clearly that everybody
can understand it. If Christ crucified has not His rightful place in
your sermons, and sin is not exposed as it should be, and your people
are not plainly told what they ought to be and do, YOUR PREACHING
IS OF NO USE.

c. All the simplicity in the world, again, is useless without a good
lively delivery. If you bury your head in your bosom, and mumble
over your manuscript in a dull, monotonous, droning way, like a bee
in a bottle, so that people cannot understand what you are speaking
about, your preaching will be in vain. Depend upon it, delivery is
not sufficiently attended to in our Church. In this, as in everything
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else connected with the science of preaching, I consider the Church of
England is sadly deficient. I know that I began preaching alone in
the New Forest, and nobody ever told me what was right or wrong
in the pulpit. The result was that the first year of my preaching was
a series of experiments. We get no help in these matters at Oxford
and Cambridge. The utter want of any proper training for the pulpit
is one great blot and defect in the system of the Church of England.
d. Above all, let us never forget that all the simplicity in the world
is useless without prayer for God's blessing, and without a life corresponding in some measure to what we preach. Be it ours to have an
earnest desire for the souls of men, while we seek for simplicity in
preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and let us never forget to accompany our sermons by holy living and fervent prayer.
THE BIBLICAL PLAGUES.
VI. BOILS.
By MR. TREVOR T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S., OF EDINBURGH.
FIVE plagues had come and gone, and the Egyptians were left wondering, " What would the next stroke be 1 "
So far there had been no loss of life, sent as such, except the visitation
of death upon animals by murrain (Exod. ix. 4, 6, 7). It was not
that the animals were destroyed or property attacked as such, but that
the gods of Egypt were shown to be powerless against the visitation
of death to animals held in sacred reverence.
There must have been perceiving minds in Egypt that day that
death might come in a more personal manner. No doubt it was
beginning to dawn on their consciousness that there were calamities
more disastrous impending. These citizens of the premier empire of
the world were becomil:~g aware of mysterious forces they had not
hitherto dreamed of. What could it all mean 1 What is it that is
afoot 1 Did they perceive a coming event casting its shadow afore it ?
They were soon to know, and have an experience that would leave
more than a sigh, dreadful events that would blow upon them and
leave them prostrate-the sirocco of the soul.
The plagues of Egypt may be divided into three groups of three
plus one, which last was more terrible than the whole series. In each
group two plagues came with intimation and the third without warning
(Exod. viii. 16; ix. 8; x. 21). The first group caused annoyance
and was without injury as such either to person or property. The
second group came upon property with one plague upon both person and
property. The third group inflicted injury upon property, one of which
was personal annoyance. Pharaoh tended to yield under the second
and fourth plagues, but maintained an attitude of resistance under
the fifth and sixth plagues.
These plagues again may be divided into two groups-the first six
plagues being against the body, the last four against the spirit. As
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Calvin beautifully expresses it: "Plagues that would not only strike
the head and arms, but penetrated the very heart and inflicted a mortal
wound."
The plague that engages our attention here is the third in the second
group (of the former division above). It inflicted direct injury upon
the person (ix. 10). It contains a solemn warning-harbinger of the
death of the tenth plague.
First two plagues:
Out of the water.
Next two plagues:
Out of the dust of the earth.
Fifth plague :
From the air.
From the ashes of the furnace.
Sixth plague :
From heaven.
Seventh plague:
Eighth plague:
From the air.
Last two plagues:
From heaven.
As water, earth, and air could be turned into plagues, so now fire
(Exod. viii. 13; x. 13), for the boils came from "the ashes of the
furnace" (ix. 8) "in the sight of Pharaoh." . Literally it was an
inflammation, begetting pustules. It was "the botch of Egypt"
(Deut. xxviii. 27). Ever after, the Egyptians carried on their persons
the scars of botches, visible reminders of the skin swellings and ulcerous
infections of this plague. Some have said that it was" black leprosy."
~t. was no mere annoyance, but an incurable skin disease, a serious
InJury.
Furnace-apt word: symbol of the bitter slavery which the Egyptian
had inflicted on these energetic sons of Abraham. Precious was
Jehovah's reminder to their sons in a day long after-" Behold, I
have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the
furnace of affiiction" (Isa. xlviii. 10). And Moses reminded them,
" But the Lord hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the
iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to be unto Him a people of inheritance,
as ye are this day" (Deut. iv. 20). Ashes from off the altar of human
Racrifices sprinkled towards heaven to avert evil-but instead of evil
averted, evil came in the form of boils. God impressed upon the
subjects of Pharaoh that what they trusted to, He could make against
them, and out of their idolatrous rites bring a judgment upon them
and upon their gods. Physical pain can be like a furnace-limbs ache,
temples throb, blood inflamed, breathing a labour, head racked, nerves
all on edge, feet on pins-the whole body sore from crown to sole,
" wounds and bruises and putrefying sores."
A furnace-this time the usual sprinkling of the ashes of the sacrifice
of human immolation was to the Egyptians a curse, and not the usual
benison that the priests in their incantations assumed it to be. It
was a judgment against the goddess Neit, " great mother of the highest
heaven." Of the children of Israel, the cries of these sufferers in the
furnace of national immolation had entered into the ears of the Lord
of Sabbaoth. The evil deeds of the inflicters now come back upon
them in retribution. "The magicians could not stand before Moses
because of the boils" (v. 11). Not a very dignified sort of disaster.
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VAIN CONFIDENCE.

A STATE of war,existed between the people of Israel and the Philistines.
One battle had already been fought, with the result that Israel was
defeated with a loss of about four thousand men. When this disaster
became known, the elders of Israel asked, " Wherefore hath the Lord
smitten us to-day before the Philistines ~" They attributed their
defeat not merely to the Philistines, but to the overruling hand of God.
The question which they asked was a wise one, and it would have
been wiser if they had waited until they had discovered the true
answer to their question. Instead of that, however, they said, " Let
us fetch the ark of the Covenant of the Lord out of Shiloh unto us,
that when it cometh among us, it may save us out of the hand of
our enemies." Accordingly the ark was brought, and when it came
into the camp "all Israel shouted with a great shout, so that the
earth rang again." Another battle ensued, but again God's people
were smitten, and "there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen.
And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni, and
Phinehas were slain." What was the great cause of this double
disaster ~ The answer is given by the Psalmist. "They provoked
Him to anger with their high places, and moved Him to jealousy with
their graven images." Hence," He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh,
the tent which He placed among men; and delivered His strength
(the ark) into captivity, and His glory into the enemy's hand." There
is a lesson here for our own nation. Whether men will listen to our
testimony or no, we are firmly convinced that God is chastening us
as a nation for our national sins of idolatry, superstition, Rationalism,
Sabbath desecration, drunkenness, and pleasure-loving. We have got
so accustomed to these and other sins, and to God's great forbearance
in regard to them, that we have imagined we could continue in our
evil ways with impunity. "Because sentence against an evil work
is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully
set in them to do evil." We have reason to thank God that His dealings
with us are not more severe than they are. But is there not a loud
call for national repentance ~ "Oh, that My people had hearkened
unto Me, and Israel had walked in My ways! I should soon have
subdued their enemies, and turned My hand against their adversaries."
Victory on a much larger scale would have been ours if we had, as a
nation, hearkened unto God. Sin, too, is hindering us from putting
our whole confidence in Him. The people of Israel, when beaten,
trusted in the ark instead of in God. They said, " It may save us out
of the hand of our enemies." But how vain was their confidence!
" Truly in the Lord our God (and in Him only) is the salvation of
Israel." Vain, too, will be our confidence if we trust only in munitions
and men and ships.
This incident in the history of the chosen people has its lessons also
in regard. to .salvation from the penalty of sin. There may be faith
in the wrong object in the matter of spiritual salvation. The Scripture3
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uniformly teach that Christ is the only true Object of faith. When
the sinner cries out, "What must I do to be saved 1 " he is bidden
to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. "To Him give all the prophets
witness, that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall
receive remission of sins." "Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved." With His stripes only are sinners healed.
Through His blood alone is there redemption according to the riches
of Divine grace. Salvation is by grace through God-given faith in
the blood and righteousness of Christ. It is not of works lest any
man should boast. "A man is justified by faith without the deeds of
the law." If, then, we trust in our own works or in Bible-reading, in
prayer, in Church ordinances, or in Church attendance, our confidence
is wrongly placed, our faith is relying on wrong objects. The faith
which is instrumental in bringing men into the enjoyment of pardon,
peace, and salvation is f.aith which wholly and solely rests on Christ.
" He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that
believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth
on him."
A common doctrine to-day is salvation by human bravery. It has
been openly suggested by prominent teachers that men who die for
their country on the field of battle will be saved, because they are
fighting for a righteous cause. This is nothing less than a nullification
of the Gospel of the grace of God. We yield to none in our admiration
of the courage, endurance, and bravery of our men at the front, but we
unhesitatingly declare that the way of salvation does not change with
the times. It is still true that God" hath saved us, and called us with
an holy calling, not according to our works (whether works done on the
battlefield or elsewhere), but according to His own purpose and grace,
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began." We
still subscribe to the teaching of our Reformers, who declare that
" We are accounted righteous before God, only for the merit of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and not for our own works or
deservings" (Article XI).
Reader! In what art thou trusting 1 In thine own merits 1 Or in
the merits of Christ 1

" THE mercy of the Lord is from everla~ting to everlasting upon them
that fear Him; from everlasting through predestination, to everlasting through glorification: the one knows no beginning, the other
no end. "-Bernard, quoted by Calvin.
" IN regeneration God bids the sinner live; and immediately he is
alive, filled with a new spiritual life. Lydia, the seller of purple in
the city of Thyatira, gave heed to the things which were spoken by
Paul, because the Lord had first opened her heart (Acts xvi. 14)."Professor Loraine Boettner.
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EXTERNAL EVIDENCE NOT ENOUGH.

No amount of external evidence can produce genuine faith. The
Israelites, who had seen a long succession of wonders in the land of
Egypt, who had passed through the divided waters of the Red Sea,
who were daily receiving by miracle food from heaven, who had trembled
at the manifestations of the Divine Majesty on Mount Sinai, within
sight of that mountain, made a golden calf their god. The men who
saw the miracles of Christ performed almost daily in their presence,
cried out, "Crucify Him! crucify Him!" Hence our Saviour said,
that those who hear not" Moses and the prophets, neither will they
be persuaded, though one rose from the dead." We may confidently
conclude, therefore, that those who now believe not the Gospel would
not be persuaded had they seen all the miracles which Christ performed.
It is important that the attention of the doubting should be directed
to the fact that their want of faith is to be attributed to their own moral
state, and not to any deficiency in the evidence of the truth. "If our
Gospel be hid," says the apostle, "it is hid to them that are lost: in
whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, Who is
the image of God, should shine unto them."-" The Way of Life,"
by Dr. O. Hodge, pp. 2, 3.
WORLDLINESS IN DRESS.
THE Rev. F. E. Coryton, Vicar of St. John's, Weymouth, has expressed
his strong disapproval of women and girls wearing trousers and shorts,
and especially when attending Divine service. He has told a Press
representative that a tendency to wear beach trousers and shorts
was not going to produce the best of the nation; when an evil habit
became popular it soon became permanent.-The English Ohurchman.
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liloung foIRS' ]page.
IN DARKEST DAYS.

(Written immediately after hearing of the defection of King Leopold.)

IF you open any of the daily papers at the picture-page in these days
of war, you will often see a photograph which looks as if it were the
same one put in again and again day after day. The scene is one of
ruin and desolation. Great buildings have collapsed, houses are fallen
in, bridges are broken, fires are smouldering, and all life is at a standstill.
You do not need to be told what has happened; there has been an
air-raid, and this is the result. The name of the town varies, but the
picture is always the same-nothing but havoc and ruin.
It was a scene very much like this that met the horrified gaze of a
party of fighting-men as they drew near to their home-town. There
were six hundred men in the troop, all brave men, who had been through
many campaigns. Now they were returning to their own homes,
hoping for a time of rest and peace. Their march had been a long one,
it was the third day as they now drew near to the city, and looked
forward to an eager welcome from their wives and children, whom
they had left behind in peace and safety.
How cruelly their hopes were dashed! As the band of men came
nearer, they must have realized that something was wrong. Where
were the usual landmarks, the first houses to be seen? Where were
the flocks of sheep and goats? and why that strange and awful stillness?
They were soon to know. The whole place was in ruins, burned down
to the ground. But where were their loved ones ?-the mothers and
the children, the old people and young girls. And now they discovered
a strange thing: the houses were burnt down, but there was not a
sign to be found of occupation-no wounded, no dead, no dying;
every human being had disappeared. And the cattle, the flocks and
the herds ? Not a hoof was left.
We can· imagine what those poor men felt like. Their dearest
possessions were snatched from them at a blow, " all their pretty ones
at one fell swoop," and they knew not what had become of them,
nor whether they were dead or alive. It must have been a terrible
moment; and at first there was nothing to be heard but the voice of
weeping, for there was not a man among them who did not break down
in tears. But as often happens, the strong men's tears soon turned to
anger and bitterness. They began to reproach their Captain, and even
to talk of putting him to death. It was altogether unfair, for it was
not his fault, and he was as much a sufferer as any of them. But
perhaps they blamed him for not having left a defence force at home.
I suppose they hardly knew what they were saying.
The Captain was a young man, full of courage and valour; but it
was a bitter moment for him. His own personal sorrow was great,
for all his dearest ones had been left in the ruined town. Besides,
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he felt responsible, no doubt, for his followers, and mourned with them.
in their grief. Worse than all, there was the anguish of seeing how
they turned against their leader, and blamed him for their cruel fate.
Was it not enough to drive him to despair? Bereft of all his dear
ones, stripped of its possessions, reproached by his followers-what
hope was left for the Captain now?
He did not despair. This history was told us for our learning.
The name of the town was Ziklag, and it was David who was bringing
home his six hundred men of valour. It was not an air-raid that
had brought destruction; in David's absence the men of Amalek had
swooped down on defenceless Ziklag, burned it with fire, and carried
off women and children, cattle and goods, into captivity. All this.
David discovered later .on. How did he face the situation now 1
I t is all told in a few words: "David encouraged himself in theLord his God." He remembered that the Lord Almighty still reigned
in the heavens. He remembered all the wonders that God had wrought.
for his fathers in the past, how He had brought them out from Egypt's
bondage, how He had parted the waters of the sea before them, how
He had led them through the wilderness, how at length He had brought
them into the land of promise. He remembered that J ehovah was
the God of Abraham, the Covenant-keeping God, Who would never
forsake His people. And this God was his God, the God of his salvation,
Who had been his Keeper and Redeemer all his life long up till now!
That was how it was that, though greatly distressed, David could yet
encourage himself in the Lord his God.
Now is the time for us to do as David did. We who fear God should
encourage ourselves in the Lord our God. Let us -remember what
great things He has done for our country in the past. He gave us
the glorious Refornlation, with the Scriptures in our mother tongue,
open for all to read. He saved us from the proud Armada of Spain,
and again and again from enemies within and without. He sent
spiritual revival upon the land when He raised up evangelical leaders
in the eighteenth century; and only a few years ago He saved our
Protestant Prayer Book from the hands of the spoilers. He has
poured out His benefits upon us, in freedom, peace, and plenty. True,
we are not worthy of the least of all His mercies, for we have forgotten
God, and despised our Maker. Contempt of His Word, neglect of
His day, Popery and Ritualism, Rationalism and immorality are the
crying sins of the nation. Not for our righteo~snesses,but for His great
Name's sake, let us call upon Him in the day of our trouble!
The clouds are thickening round us, with scarcely a gleam of hope
to cheer or comfort. It is natural that we should fear as we enter
into the cloud; but do you remember what happened to Peter and
James and John when they had entered into the dreaded cloud 1
They lifted up their eyes, and saw no man, save Jesus only! As we
draw near to the thick darkness, let us remember that that is where
God is, our stronghold in the day of trouble.
DAMARIS.
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THE URGENCY OF OUR EVANGELICAL WITNESS
A PAPER READ AT THE NEW YEAR MEETING OF THE FELLOWSHIP OF
EVANGELICAL CHURCHMEN, 1939, BY THE REV. N. F. DUNCAN, M.A.,
EDITOR OF " THE ENGLISH CHURCHMAN."
THE urgency of our witness is related primarily, of course, to the
question of salvation from sin. It moved the apostle to cry: "Woe
is unto me if I preach not the Gospel"! He ceased not to warn every
one night and day with tears. There can be no more urgent duty
than that of saving a' soul from death and persuading fellow sinners
to flee from the wrath to come.
In my treatment of the subject to-day, however, I would press the
urgency of a faithful witness against counterfeit gospels, and thus for
the occasion transfer the emphasis from the noun to the article:
" Woe is unto me if I preach not the Gospel " !
The present-day inroads of Modernism enhance the urgency of our.
duty. If the foundations be destroyed what can the righteous do ?
If we cannot stand for a Bible which is wholly authoritative and
Divinely inspired, our witness will be shorn of its power. "It is
written" must be our great weapon, on the efficacy of which we must
firmly rely and in the use of which we must be expert and confident.
Thank God, that our Church of England gives the Scriptures their
rightful place of guidance.
There is great urgency also in regard to the very active propaganda
of the Roman Catholic and Anglo-Catholic forces at work in our land.
I link them together for they are of the one genus, having their central
force in the claims of a sacerdotal priesthood.
Taking full advantage of the love of religious liberty which is one
of our national characteristics, the Roman Church has steadily
strengthened its stakes and lengthened its cords in the campaign for
the subjection of England to the Papal yoke. Not content with
dividing up our land into R.C. Provinces and dioceses, and claiming
that the heads of these are" The Catholic Archbishops and Bishops
of England," the Church of Rome has at last ventured on the appointment of an "Apostolic Delegate" to England. Technically, the
Delegate will have no diplomatic status corresponding to that possessed
by the British Envoy to the Vatican. Practically, the two positions
are regarded as parallel, and scarcely any secret is made of the intention
that ere long both the Envoy at Rome and the Delegate in London
shall be raised to full ambassadorial rank. Meanwhile, the professed
distinction between ecclesiastical and diplomatic functions will not
prevent the "Apostolic Delegate" from such informal intercourse
with our Government as he may find it convenient to exercise. He
and his Delegation staff will bulk largely in London circles-social;
ecclesiastical, and political. Thus the influence of Rome in England
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will be considerably strengthened. It must be remembered that she
is now free to organize elaborate processions of the Host in our Protestant land, and though these, to instructed minds, are idolatrous and
deplorable, yet on the mass of the population they have an impressive
effect by reason of their spectacular character and demonstration of
devotion.
Although the numerical strength of the Papal Church in this country
is shpwing very little increase, the gains being almost cancelled by the
leakage, it would be folly to ignore the greatly increased activity of
the system, manifested in recent years. Rome has now 2465 churches
and chapels in our land, and 1991 elementary and secondary schools.
By the establishment of very numerous Convent Schools she offers a
cultured and cheap education to our middle and upper class children,
whose parents in great numbers yield to the temptation, relying on
the assurance that the Faith of their children will not be interfered
with. Preaching missions to so-called" Non-Catholics" are held in
almost every town and conducted by able priests. The plans of
"Catholic Action" enlist the zealous co-operation of the Roman
Catholic laity, evidenced, to mention a few directions only, by their
support of their weekly newspapers, the successful permeation of the
leading daily papers by the work of trained Roman Catholic journalists
and the wide circulation of Catholic Truth Society literature. In the
Mission Field as well as at home the Roman Church strives for the
ascendancy. There are few Protestant Mission stations which are
untouched by the efforts of R.C. priests to pervert the converts and
to present to the natives the Roman system as an easier as well as
the only true religion.
What is the duty of Evangelical Churchmen in face of this aggression 1 Is it not time that our clergy betook themselves to the study
and the explaining of the real tenets and practices of the Papal
religion 1 Why should not every evangelical clergyman carry out his
obligation to preach on the false doctrines of Rome at certain intervals,
and also form instruction classes by which to lead his young people
into a clear knowledge of the history and distinctive errors of the
Roman Church ~
If there is urgency in respect of our witness against the errors of
Rome there is no less urgency in regard to the Anglo-Catholic campaign
in the Church of England. This campaign is founded on the same
basic principles as that of Rome-the interposition of a mediating
priesthood between God and man, and the necessity of adding to the
Scriptures the traditions of the Church to secure safe guidance. The
Anglo-Catholics stick at some of the demands of Rome, e.g., the dogma
of Papal Infallibility and the celibacy of the clergy, but on almost
all the other features of Roman theology the two systems agree and
their influence on English life lies in the same direction. In both, the
centre of worship is the" altar," raised to spectacular eminence, and
decked with elaborate trappings, with cross and candlesticks and
flowers to mark it out as the special place of the Divine Presence at
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all times, and the locale of the" true, propitiatory Sacrifice for the
living and dead," commonly known as the Mass. At the altar, in both
systems, only a duly appointed and vested priest may officiate, while
his helpers and servers, by their postures and genuflexions and by the
plentiful use of incense, intensify the mystery and the superstition
designedly attached to that particular part of the Church.
Both systems place the priest also as judge in. the Tribunal of
Penance, and by doing so still further enslave the minds of the laity.
From the cradle to the grave, and beyond it in the purgatorial realm,
the priest is supreme as the go-between necessary to assure the
sinner of his position in the favour and mercy of God. Both
systems alike exalt the Virgin Mary and the Saints to a mediatorial
position, and encourage devotees to pay them homage and seek their
intercession.
When we contrast all this with the teaching of the New Testament,
with its presentation of the Lord Jesus Christ as the great Antitype
and Substance of the Old Testament symbols and shadows; as the
Way, the Truth and the Life, the Door into the fold; the One Mediator
between God and Man; the one sacrificing Priest, Himself the Victim
and the Offerer in the once-for-all perfect and sufficient sacrifice,
oblation and satisfaction effected at Calvary and attested by the great
" It is finished" and by the rent vail of the Temple-do we not see
the urgency of a constant and faithful witness to the Truth and against
the counterfeit 1
How is this witness to be maintained 1 The sacerdotalists appeal
both to Ear-gate and Eye-gate. We should do the same. We must
make the message to Ear-gate clear and plain. There should be no
uncertain sound in an Evangelical ministry. The Evangelical must be
a man of the Book. It must be his daily study, and he must know
how to use it in the proclamation of the Gospel. And he must deal
faithfully with the counterfeit and show how it makes the Word of
God of none effect. In contradistinction to what the sacerdotalist
is told to call "the full Catholic Faith," he must preach the full
Evangelical Faith, relying wholly on the Holy Spirit to own and apply
it as in the days of the Acts of the Apostles. There is urgent need to
proclaim Christ in all the fulness and variety of His Messianic offices
and to show, as He showed, that the Holy Scriptures are full of the
things concerning Himself. And there is equal urgency in the necessity
to answer faithfully the great question: "How can man be just with
God 1 "-by insisting on the doctrine of Justification by Faith. The
Evangelical who preaches a Scriptural Christ, and the way of salvation
through Him alone, will not be likely to understate the importance of
good works as the proof of a living faith. Nor will he neglect to teach
that, from first to last, the progress of a soul in the Christian life is all
of God's sovereign grace. The days in which our lot is cast are days
in which definite and dogmatic theology is at a discount. The Scriptures are dogmatic. So are the ancient creeds of Christendom. So
are the Thirty-nine Articles of our Church. Evangelical teaching must
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also be.dogmatic if it is to be consistent with the documents on which
it rests. Our dogmatism, thus based, must counter the dogmatism
of error as exemplified in the Decrees of the Council of Trent and the
resultant Creed of Pope Pius IV. The whole counsel of God must be
set against the prevailing indifference and the shallow liberality of the
days in which we live. It is only too easy to shun to declare it, especially in regard to its revelation of the righteous judgment of God yet
to be manifested. But the duty that is laid upon us is a terribly
urgent one.
And what of Eye-gate ~ If we, as Evangelical Churchmen, are not
to give an uncertain sound in our ministry, are we not equally bound
not to give an uncertain sight in the accessories of worship? I have a
strong conviction that a good many of the clergy who claim the title
" Evangelical" are unconsciously assisting the sacerdotal movement
by failing to recognize the tendency of much that strikes the eye in
the arrangement of our churches. I have already referred to the
prominence given to the "altar" by the sacerdotalists. Is it not
our bounden duty to refrain from an undue decking of our Communion
Tables ~ In very many evangelical Churches the table has all the
appearance of an "altar," with elaborate "altar-frontal," "altarcross" and candlesticks, and what are called the" altar-books" and
kneelers placed so as to indicate the eastward position. One fears
that the tremendous significance of the action of our Reformers in
doing away with "altars" in order to substitute the Table of the
Lord at which the Supper of the Lord is to be celebrated is scarcely
understood by a good many of the clergy who would dislike to be
called sacerdotal. I have advisedly used the words "tremendous
significance." For I know the teaching of the Roman and AngloCatholics in this matter, and I am jealous for the Truth of God and for
the steadfast denial of the right or propriety of any sort of claim to an
offering of a propitiatory or even a memorial sacrifice on that which
such an offering requires to be known as an "altar." There was the
best possible reason for a definite change in the position of the officiating
minister in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. When that position
was" afore the Altar" it signified the false theory that the presbyter
was an official hiereus engaged in offering a sacrifice. But lest such an
unscriptural notion should have any justification, the position was
deliberately changed and the officiant ordered to stand at the north
side of the Table. A good many Evangelical clergy say that they refuse
to attach any significance to the eastward position, yet by adopting
it they allow Eye-gate to receive just the ilnpression that the sacerdotalist intends should be communicated by the practice.
Quite recently a professed evangelical clergyman stated that" the
northward position has, to a great extent, outlived its usefulness, and
is looked upon as a Victorian survival." He went on to urge that
" the essence of a Celebration of the Holy Communion is not bound up
with northward or eastward positions, as such; but what turned the
Medieval Mass into the Reformation Communion Service were three
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points: (1) audibility; (2) visibility; and (3) all partaking.
'Everything said should be heard, everything done should be seen,
and all should join in.'" It would be ludicrous if it were not deplorable
to find an Evangelical clergyman giving such an inadequate account
of what turned the Medieval Mass into the Reformation Communion
Service. The turning point lay in the doctrine. When the hiereus
became in our Church a presbuteros and was no longer allowed to offer
the Sacrifice of the Mass, and when the altar for such a purpose was
taken away and the Table substituted, our Reformers appointed the
north side position as a sign of this rejection of false doctrine. It
was a very effective sign, which certainly has not lost its significance
or taken on the character of a Victorian survival! The fact is that
the Mass doctrine has been re-admitted to so large an extent as to
make the maintenance of the north side more necessary even than
it was in Victorian days. In maintaining it we are maintaining the
reasons which compelled its adoption, and are rendering a loyal
obedience to a very plain and necessary rubric. We can accept no
responsibility for the diversity of practice which the re-introduction
of the sacrificer's position has brought about. We dare not teach
their false doctrine by what we do any more than by what we say.
Eye-gate and Ear-gate must receive a consistent witness at our hands.
Let us provide things honest in the sight of all men.
I venture to think that there is a similar urgency attaching to the
furnishing and arrangement of our Churches in other particulars.
While every care should be taken to maintain our Churches in a manner
befitting their sacred use, and in seeing that they are clean and well
supplied with Bibles, Prayer-books and hymn-books, and are properly
heated, lighted, and ventilated, care should be taken that Eye-gate
should not be taught that one part of the edifice is more holy than
another. To the devout communicant the Table of the Lord will
always have a special attraction, but it should not be so differentiated
from the rest of the Church as to suggest to anyone that any element
of superstition att ches to it. For this reason I deprecate the application of the term" sanctuary" to the place of the Table within the
rails. The whole Church is the "sanctuary "-set apart for the
purpose of worship-a House of Prayer, modelled upon the synagogue
rather than the Temple, a place in which the most prominent thing
should be the Word of God. I happen to be writing this paper on
St. Stephen's Day, and I remember, with great thankfulness, that
that splendid martyr-witness to the Truth of God centred the urgency
of his witness in the declaration that" the Most High dwelleth not in
Temples made with hands." Let our witness to the same truth be
no less urgent, even if it be not so costly.
:May I add a word as to the teaching of Eye-gate by the practice
of prayer in the pulpit ~ I well remember that the late Canon BarnesLawrence used to justify the practice of the minister's private prayer
being offered in the pulpit before preaching, by the argument that
he wished his people to see that, before speaking to them, he humbled
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himself before God in the very place of utterance. I cannot help
wishing that this practice were more common.
Just a word as to our witness in the matter of clerical vesture.
While we rightly refuse to wear the sacerdotal chasuble, why is it
that so many Evangelical clergymen have discarded the comely
surplice of decent length in order to appear in an abbreviated garment
very similar to the Roman cotta ?
I must not forget that our people receive instruction through Eyegate also as they behold the daily walk and conversation of their
clergyman, as well as his manner of officiating in Church. I need not
dwell on this aspect of the subject, though it is one of real urgency.
What manner of persons ought Evangelicals, both clergy and laity,
to be in all holy conversation and godliness?
In closing, I must briefly touch upon a crucial matter of great
importance at the present time. I refer to the recommendation in
the Report of the Archbishops' -Commission on the relation of Church
and State, that after a conference at a Round Table or otherwise, an
interim resolution should be passed by the Convocations with the
approval of the Church Assembly, declaring that the" lawful authority"
mentioned in the Declaration of Assent should be recognized as that
of the diocesan Bishop, acting in accordance with the decisions of the
Provincial Synods. In other words, the authority of Parliament,
which was clearly meant when the words in question were added by
the House of Lords, is to be set aside in favour of an almost solely
ecclesiastical regime, for it must be remembered that the laity are
not represented in Convocation and very inadequately represented in
the Church Assembly. If the Bishops had proved themselves more
worthy guardians of the Doctrines of the Church, there might have
been some force in the new proposal. But with the extraordinary
action of the Episcopate in allowing the use of the Rej ected Prayer
Book in defiance of the law, and their later acceptance of the statements
in the Rumanian Conference Report as not inc9nsistent with the
Doctrine of the Articles and Prayer Book, it would be, in my humble
judgment, fatal for Evangelicals to assent to the Interim Proposal.
I mention the matter here because, for some time, a Round Table
Conference has been considering it on the invitation of the Archbishop
of Canterbury, and it is certain that the subject will be officially brought
forward at an early date.
I trust that in the matters I have mentioned, and in others of equal
moment, the voice of the Fellowship of Evangelical Churchmen will
be unfalteringly uttered in urgent defensive witness to the Faith
once for all delivered to the saints.

" ALL the faithful have had always one and the self-same Go pel
from the beginning of the world, and by that they were saved. ' Luther.

