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"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

CAREFUL ·FOR NOTHING,
PRAYERFUL FOR EVERYTHING,

THANKFUL FOR ANYTHING.

"Be careful for nothing,. but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto GOD."-PHILLIPIANS iv. 6.

THESE three exhortations are addressed to the saints of GOD.
They were enjoined on the saints at Phillipi, and they are no
less enjoined on the saints to-day, in whatever part of the
world they are living. We remember reading a great many
years ago that an old Scotchwoman rendered the words, " Be
careful for nothing, be prayerful for everything, and be thank
ful for anything." Certainly everything that concerns a child
of GOD may rightfully be a subject of prayer, and the more
he realizes his own unworthiness, the more will he be thankful
for the smallest manifestations of the LORD'S goodness. His
feelings will be well expressed in the language of Jacob who
said, " I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of
all the' truth, which Thou hast showed unto Thy servant"
(Gen. xxxii. 10). The words" Be careful for nothing" are
more accurately rendered, "In nothing be anxious." There
are many things that tend to make us anxious. The present
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state of the world is so solemn and so awful that it is not easy
not to be anxious. Yet anxiety, worry, fear and unbelief
are things against which the believer needs to watch. "Why
are ye fearful, 0 ye of little faith 1 " was the question the
LORD put to His disciples. Evidently, if they had had more
faith, they would have been calm and unanxious despite the
great tempest which arose. Their fearfulness and anxiety
were due to lack of faith in the living GOD.

Placed in like circumstances we, too, might have been equally
fearful and anxious. Yet a lack of faith cannot be com
mended. However difficult it is to be avoided, it is sin.
It is a failure to fulfil the inspired injunction, "In nothing
be anxious."

Let us in dependence on the SPIRIT'S power and teaching
seek to meditate on these three exhortations.

1. First, we are enjoined to be anxious about nothing.

There is nothing, whether it relates to personal, family,
business, or national affairs, about which GOD'S people should
be anxious. "But does Mr. Houghton really mean to say
that he is never anxious 1" He means to say nothing of the
kind. He is just as human as is any of his esteemed readers.
He has to own with sorrow that there are times when anxious
thoughts arise in his mind, as well as in the minds of other
believers, but that does not make it right to be anxious.

John Newton, no doubt, had times of anxiety, but he said:

"Be still, my heart! these anxious cares
To thee are burdens, thorns, and snares;
They cast dishonour on thy LORD,
And contradict His gracious Word.

"Brought safely by His hand thus far,
Why wilt thou now give place to fear ~

How canst thou want if He provide,
Or lose thy way with such a GUIDE ~

~~ He Who has helped me hitherto,
Will help me all my journey through,
And give me daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise."
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OUR LORD AND ANXIETY.
Our LORD felt it necessary to exhort His people not to be

anxious. He bade them not to be anxious about food and
clothing. The same word which the Apostle Paul uses when
he says, " In nothing be anxious" is used by our LORD when
He says, "Take no thought." He means" be not anxious."
In regard to what we eat, what we drink, and wherewithal
shall we be clothed, He says, "Be not anxious." Proper
means should be employed to secure these things when needed,
and some thought is needed in reference to them, but it should
not be anxious thought. We should not be worried about
the supply of our bodily wants. If we are believers we have
a FATHER in heaven Who knows that we have need of all
these things, and He is a FATHER Who pities His children and
loves them. Hence He will take care that no good thing is.
withheld from His people. His care for His creatures is.
demonstrated before our eyes. We see the fowls of the air.
They sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns.
"Yet your heavenly FATHER feedeth them. Are ye not,
much better than they ~" We see the lilies of the field, how
they grow. "They toil not, neither do they spin." Yet
how beautifully arrayed they are. "Even Solomon in all his
glory was not arrayed like one of these." If GOD then so·
clothe the lilies" shall He not much more clothe you ~" But
do not think that you add to the perfect work of GOD by
painting your lips, powdering your cheeks, and painting your
finger nails. We remember hearirrg a preacher say that if
you examine a natural flower with a microscope, the stronger
the microscope, the more beautiful the natural flower will be
seen to be. If, on the other hand, you examine an artificial
flower with a microscope, the stronger the microscope the
more ugly will the artificial flower appear to be. We imagine
that the same thing would be true of natural lips as compared
with painted lips. We cannot improve on GOD'S handiwork.

Ye members of GOD'S redeemed family be not anxious about
your food and raiment. Perhaps you are out of employment
and are possessed of little or no money. Forget not that the



280 The Gospel Magazine

silver and gold are His, and He can arrange in wonderful ways
to supply your need.

WHAT ABOUT TO-MORROW?

Well, our LORD has arranged to answer that question. He
says, " Be not anxious for the morrow: for the morrow will
be anxious for itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof."

BE NOT ANXIOUS ABOUT SPEECH.

Suppose you are a prisoner for CHRIST'S sake and you are
brought before governors or kings for CHRIST'S sake, how shall
you answer them? Hear what your LORD says, "When they
deliver you up, be not anxious how or what ye shall speak:
for it shall be given you in that hour what ye shall speak"
(See Matt. vi. 25-34; x. 19).

Our LORD has a word, too, about the mistress of the house
who finds herself called to entertain an honoured guest. She
becomes anxious about the meal. She gives way to worry
and the LORD says to her, "Martha, Martha, thou art anxious
and troubled about many things: and Mary hath chosen
that good part, which shall not be taken away from her"
(Luke x. 41).

BUT WHAT ABOUT THE WAR?

Surely we cannot help being anxious when we are threatened
with the sinking of food ships and when there is danger of
supplies of food and clothing being diminished. How can we
be other than anxious when German bombs are falling all
around us? Granted that air raids are terribly solemn and
awfully perilous yet the inspired apostle says,

"IN NOTHING BE ANXIOUS."

And the Psalmist says, "GOD is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear."
That is only another way of saying, "Therefore will not we
be anxious." We will not fear, " though the earth be removed,
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and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea:. "
Even though the earth rocks under our feet and the mountains
be moved out of their places, yet we will not fear, if GOD is
our refuge, our strength and our present help.

BUT WHAT ABOUT INVASION ~

We may be invaded and have to flee from our homes. Even
then, GOD is on the side of His people, and if He is for them
in vain shall an invader be against them. "Behold, GOD is
my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid." I will trust
and not be anxious. " Trust in Him at all times, ye people;
pour out your heart before Him: GOD is a refuge for us "
(Isa. xii. 2; Ps. lxii. 8).

Thus we are bidden to be anxious about nothing-food,
clothing, the future, earthquakes, storms, war, V-boats,
invasion, air raids, or the crafty, deceitful and cruel plans and
devices of wicked men.

" Give to the winds thy fears;
Hope, and be undismayed ;

GOD hears thy sighs, and counts thy tears;
GOD shall lift up thy head.

" When He makes bare His arm,
What shall His work withstand ~

When He His people's cause defends,
Who, who shall stay His hand ~ "

"Leave to His Sovereign, sway
To choose and to command;

With wonder filled, thou then shalt own
How wise, how strong His hand."

Such faith and freedom from anxiety are of Divine ongm.
Hence we all need to look up to our mighty and faithful GOD
and pray:

"Thou seest our weakness, LORD,
Our hearts are known to Thee:

Oh! lift Thou up the sinking hand,
Confirm the feeble knee! "
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Poor and needy we all are, but He is able to fill us with all
joy and peace in believing.

2. Secondly, we are enjoined to be prayerful about everything.
" In everything by prayer and supplication let your requests

. be made known unto GOD." Evidently GOD'S people are a
praying people. If they obey this apostolic injunction, they
will be praying all through the day. Not content with praying
in the morning and in the evening, they will find themselves
praying very frequently between. Answering letters will
require prayer for guidance. The housewife will find it suitable
to pray for help and guidance in reference to all her household
duties. Family problems will call for prayer on the part of
godly parents. Those engaged in different forms of employ
ment will need to pray in reference to difficulties and trials
as they come in contact with unconverted employees and
employers. Business problems will call for prayer on the part
of those engaged in business of their own. Grace will be
needed to bear with those who do not pay their debts. What
a good thing if all followed the injunction, "Owe no man
anything."

The minister will find it necessary to be pre-eminently a
man of prayer. What prayer he needs so as to live soberly,
righteously and godly in this present world. How much he
needs to pray that he may be enabled to live a life of holy and
full separation from all that is of the world, the flesh, and the
devil. How he will need grace to stand against worldly
methods in doing the LORD'S work, worldly services to please
the goats, and worldly meetings in the school-room. What
prayer for guidance, grace, unction and power he will need in
reference to texts and sermons. Thus all kinds of Christians
need to be much in prayer. "Pray without ceasing" is said
to all. Christian lawyers, doctors, editors, ministers and their
wives and families are all very needy people, and only the
LORD can supply their needs.

Prayer in ref~rence to everything means there is nothing
too little or too great about which you may not let your
requests be made known unto GOD.
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" Prayer was appointed to convey
The blessings GOD designs to give:

Long as they live should Christians pray,
For only while they pray they live.

" If pain afflict, or wrongs oppress;
If cares distract, or fears dismay;

If guilt deject, if sin distress;
The remedy's before thee: Pray!
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" Depend on CHRIST, thou canst not fail ;
Make all thy wants and wishes known;

Fear not; His merits must prevail ;
Ask what thou wilt; it shall be done!"

(Joseph Hart.)

PRAYER FOR THE NATION

is specially incumbent on GOD'S people. Who else will pray
if they do not do so ~ Even in times of peace the nation
needs our prayers. But this is a time of unexampled war.
0, are we praying for the mercy and power of GOD ~ Are we
putting the deliverance of our nation in the forefront of our
prayers. True, we are a guilty nation. True, our national
sins are manifold. True, we deserve GOD'S severe chastisement,
and He is giving it to us. We are all feeling it. All the more
need for us to call upon Him in prayer. That is what He tells
us to do. "Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver
·thee, and thou shalt glorify Me" (Ps. 1. 15). Are we doing
this suffiCIently ~ Are we doing it privately, in the family,
and in the assemblies of GOD'S people ~ Let the godly cry
mightily unto GOD. Let them not slack to cry unto Him.
Let them cry in faith as did Hezekiah and Jehoshaphat.
Let them cry penitently as did Daniel. "Shall not GOD

avenge His own elect which cry day and night unto Him ~

I tell you that He will avenge them speedily." Vengeance on
those who are with awful cruelty treating GOD'S ancient people,
on those who have with craft, fraud, and lying taken possession
of other people's countries, and deprived them of their liber
ties, and on those who wish to depriV'e us of our liberties.
Vengeance, we humbly say, is called for, but we are not
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authorised, except by defending ourselves in GOD'S name, to
visit vengeance in full and appropriate measure on the
ungodly. "Vengeance is Mine; I will repay, saith the LORD"
(Rom. xii. 19).

With a deep consciousness of our own personal, ecclesiastical,
and national sins and a full acknowledgement thereof, let us
cry unto GOD for deliverance. "0 LORD GOD, to Whom
vengeance belongeth; 0 GOD to Whom vengeance belongeth,
show Thyself. Lift up Thyself, Thou JUDGE of the earth:
render a reward to the proud. LORD, how long shall the
wicked, how long shall the wicked triumph ~ How long shall
they utter and speak hard things ~ And all the works of
iniquity boast themselves ~ They break in pieces Thy people,
o LORD, and affiict Thine heritage. They slay the widow and
the stranger, and murder the fatherless. Yet they say, the
LORD shall not see, neither shall the GOD of Jacob regard it."
Such men are "brutish" and "fools" the psalmist says.
"He that planted the ear, shall He not hear ~ He that
formed the eye, shall He not see ~ He that chastiseth the
heathen, shall not He correct ~" Yes, indeed He will. "He
shall bring upon them their own iniquity, and shall cut them
off in their own wickedness; yea the LORD our GOD shall
cut them off." On the other hand, " The LORD will not cast
off His people, neither will He forsake His inheritance"
(Ps. xciv. 1-10, 14, 23). Let the people of GOD, then, remem
ber the injunction, " Always to pray, and not to faint." Pray
always and pray in regard to "everything.

3. Thirdly, we are enjoined to accompany all our prayers
with thanksgiving.

There is no time when thanksgiving is not appropriate.
" Giving thanks always for all things unto GOD and the FATHER
in the name of our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (Ephes. v. 20).

Thanks always and thanks for all things. Thanks should be
given for what seem to be small mercies, and for large mercies.
All blessings come from GOD, temporal and spiritual. We
should thank Him for them all. Victory over our enemies
comes from Him. Armies, navies and air power would be
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all in vain if He were not on our side. Our help is always
in the name of the LORD Who made heaven and earth.
"Victory is of the LORD." Ever let us give to Him the honour
due unto His name. Chiefly His believing people should thank
Him' because He hath "from the beginning chosen them to
salvation through sanctification of the SPIRIT and belief of
the truth: whereunto He called them by the Gospel to the
obtaining of the glory of our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (2 Thess.
n. 13, 14). In these times of terrible war is there not abundant
reason to thank Him for our preservation from perils by day
and perils by night 1

May we then by His infinite grace and power be enabled
to be anxious about nothing, prayerful for everything, and
thankful for anything.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO OUR READERS.
OUR readers are aware that through enemy action the premises
of our esteemed printers were destroyed, and at the same time
a large stock of paper met with the same fate.

We have been very thankful that up to now we have been able
to continue printing the usual number of pages, although the
size of newspapers and other periodicals has been cut down.

Now, however, through the high price and shortage of paper,
we are compelled to reduce the pages of the Magazine from 46
to 32. We greatly regret to take this step, but it is one of the
many limitations that this terrible war imposes upon us.

The increased price in the cost of production makes it necessary
that the price of the Magazine should not be reduced.

We hope that all our readers will continue to support us in
this effort to bear testimony to Gospel Truth, and that they will
continually remember the work in prayer and seek to increase
the number of subscribers and supporters. No doubt the devil
would like to extinguish this Magazine which has been standing
for Gospel Truth since the year 1766, but we are bidden to be
strong in the Lord that we may be able to stEmd against the wiles
of the devil.
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'Wla\?aibe 1Rotea.

DECLINE OF THE OLD EVANGELICALXSM.

" Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask
for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein,
and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We
will not walk therein."-JEREMIAH vi. 16.

MORE and more are we convinced that the old Evangelicalism
is dying out in the Church of England. The same may be
said of the nonconformist Churches. In times gone by
Spurgeon stood firmly and uncompromisingly for the doctrines
of grace, and for all the old Evangelical and Protestant truths
of the Reformation. Such men as Dr. Horatius BonaI' in
Scotland, Dr. Sinclair Paterson, Pastor James Stephens, Dr.
Saphir, and no doubt many others were in sympathy with
Spurgeon's courageous stand against Downgrade teaching.

At an earlier period there were such men as Principal
Cunningham, Dr. Smeaton, Dr. Duncan, and others who
stood out ably for the old truths. In America the two Hodges,
father and son, by their able theological writings showed that
they stood uncompromisingly in the old paths. We do not
profess to be exhaustive, but the names given show that there
were in former times a goodly number of men who were valiant
for the old truths.

In the Church of England, Bishop John Charles Ryle, and
Bishop Jeune of Peterborough, stand out prominently. Dean
Law of Gloucester, Hugh Stowell of Salford, Manchester,
Dean McNeile of Carlisle, Archdeacon Taylor of Liverpool,
and Canon Hoare of Tunbridge Wells, may be mentioned as
men who walked in the old paths.

Turning from dignitaries, however, there were in former
times, in the memory of many now living, a considerable
number of ministers and others in the Church of England who
took a faithful and uncompromising stand against Sacerdotal
ism and Modernism, and who delighted in the theology of the
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Reformers, the Puritans and the Old Evangelicals of the
eighteenth century. Amongst these may be mentioned the
Revs. Dr. Doudney, J. C. Martin, James Ormiston, J. G.
Rainsford, Marcus Rainsford, C. H. Wainwright, E. H. F_
Cosens, Charles Guest, A. Haworth, Hely H. A. Smith,
J. B. Waddington, Thomas Dickinson, Isaac Hawker,
W. Johnson, Edward Jump, and W. F. Stubbs. All these
with three exceptions were known to us. Then there were
such men as the Hon. P. Carteret Hill, Thomas Smelt, James:
Inskip, and R. McNeall. All these names appear on a list of
members of the Evangelical Protestant Union founded by
the Rev. J. B. Waddington on March 31st, 1879. They
belonged to such places as Bristol, Southsea, London,
Tewkesbury, Burton-on-Trent, Low Moor, Clitheroe, Market
Rasen, Manchester, Trowbridge, Bacup, Bolton, Liverpool:,
and Tunbridge Wells.

Why was the Evangelical Protestant Union founded?
The Rev. J. B. Waddington wrote in a document in onr
possession, " Our position is becoming more and more critical,
and demands thoughtful, prayedul consideration. Decided
Evangelical Protestants, who have resolved, with the help of
God, to keep to the old paths, and to remain in the old Reforma
tion moorings, each year find themselves more isolated, and.
in an increasingly difficult position. This is owing partly to
the attitude of the avowed foes of the Reformation becoming
more aggressive as they increase in numbers and audacity;
but more so to the compromising -policy of many in the Evan
gelical ranks who are gradually slipping into High Church
ways as to the decoration of Churches, surpliced choirs, with
processions, etc., which will certainly be followed by conces
sions in doctrine, and the intermingling and absorbing of
sound with the unsound." The members of the Evangelical
Protestant Union were professedly "sound men only who
would not be led by the fashion of the world, and who were
willing, after prayedul consideration, to take such action as
circumstances from time to time might require, for the further
ance of the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and
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the maintenance of the sound, distinctive, Scriptural Doctrines
and Practices of the Reformation." "The object of the Union
was to arrest the downward progress of Evangelicalism, or its
'assimilation to what is really semi-Popery." It was desired
to secure" more direct and united prayer for the Holy Spirit's
guidance and blessing in these 'perilous times.' "

THE DOCTRINES OF THE UNION

What were the old doctrines which the members of this
Union stood for ~

" 1. We take, and firmly hold, THE BIBLE, the inspired
Word of God alone for our Rule of Faith.

"(a). We believe that it plainly teaches the total depravity of
man, as a fallen and helpless being-' dead in trespasses and
sins.'

"(b). We believe that it sets forth one only sacrifice for sin
THE PERFECT OFFERING OF THE SON OF GOD, 'finished' for
ever upon the cross; and that it is a blasphemous fable and
dangerous deceit to pretend to repeat or continue it.

"(c). '""le believe and maintain, as Holy Scripture teaches,
that the benefits of Christ's merits are received BY FAITH ONLY,
and without any human merit or priestly intervention. Also,
that there is a full, free, present, and everlasting salvation,
for all who are led by the Holy Spirit to trust alone in Christ
'for pardon, righteousness, and acceptance with God. Also,
that Holy Scripture teaches that the punishment of those
who die unbelieving and unpenitent will never end.

"(d). We believe and maintain, as Holy Scripture teaches,
that it is the office of the Holy Spirit to quicken the souls of the
elect, working in them 'repentance towards God, and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. Also, that' Godly sorrow for
~in,' and a new life,. spring from this living faith in the
Redeemer. Also, that all who are' the children of God by
faith in Jesus Christ,' form one true and universal Church, and
are thus united as ONE IN CHRIST their Covenant Head.

" 2. ,\Ve reject and protest against the doctrine commonly
known as ' Baptismal Regeneration' (i.e., that all infants are
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'regenerated ·at baptism) as a pernicious Romish error; the
usual means used by the Holy Spirit in the new birth being
"the Word of God" (1 Peter i. 23).

,~ 3.- We reject and protest against, as a dangerous error,
the doctrine th~t Christ is present in, or received with, the
elements of bread and wine in the Lord's Supper, in which we
, show the Lord's death, till He. come.' Holy Scripture teaches
that the Lord Jesus Christ is ever with His believing people;
being graciously manifested to their souls by the Holy Spirit,
so that they may at all times feed on Him in their hearts by
faith with thanksgiving."

THE PRACTICE OF CLERICAL MEMBERS OF THE UNION.

This was expressed in the following words :-
"We (the clerical members) wear, and shall continue to

wear, when preaching in our own Churches, the Academical
Gown, for it is the time-honoured Reformation preaching dress
in England and on the Continent, and also a barrier against
Romish Ceremonies. By wearing the Gown-(l) We identify
ourselves with our martyred Reformers, and the truths they
preached. They preached in their Gowns at St. Paul's Cross,
against the soul-destroying errors of Popery; (2) We silently
declare that we are not ashamed of their preaching, and would
re-echo their words; (3) We identify ourselves, to a certain
extent, with the Reformed Churches of the Continent and
silently declare that we reject the Popery against which they
protested; (4) We use one means for protecting the young
and inexperienced against those who preach ' another Gospel'
(Gal. i. 6-9): for the Gown in the Pulpit is becoming more
than ever a mark of a sound Evangelical Protestant Pastor,
who has. not removed from the old Reformation moorings,
and who can truly say, 'I am not ashamed of the Gospel of
Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone
that beli~veth' (Rom. i. 16)."
_ A second part of this declaration as to Practice was expressed
by the clerical members as follows :-
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"We bind ourselves not to sanction the introduction of
~urpliced choirs into our Churches, as they prepare the way
for processions with crosses, and banners with pictures of the
Virgin and Romish saints, and so make way for an idolatrous,
in place of a Scriptural service (John iv. 24)."

This statement of doctrine and practice was made by all
members who joined the Union. Glancing over the statement
of doctrine to which the members of the Evangelical Protestant
Union subscribed, we see that they believed that the Bible
was the inspired Word of God; that it taught the total
depravity of man, and that men were " dead in trespasses and
sins"; that it set forth the finished character of Christ's
atoning sacrifice; justification by faith only; the doctrine
of eternal punishment; the sovereignity of the Holy Spirit
in quickening and regenerating the souls of God's elect people;
the holiness of life which should characterize God's elect and
:regenerated people; and the oneness of the redeemed people
'of God, who constitute one true and universal Church in
union with Christ their Covenant Head.

On the other hand, they rejected the doctrine of Baptismal
Regeneration as a pernicious Romish error, and the docrrine
of the Sacerdotalists that Christ was present in the· elements
of bread and wine in the Lord's Supper. In regard to practice,
and in opposition to the aims of the Ritualists they determined
to identify themselves with the Reformers by preaching in
the Academical Gown, and by not sanctioning the introduction
of Surpliced Choirs which they felt were a hindrance to that
spiritual worship enjoined by our Lord in His conversation
with the Samaritan woman. We joined this Union ourselves
at the beginning of our ministry. We attended many of its
conferences. We read a paper and preached the sermon on
the occasion of its last Conference, held in Manchester in
October, 1909. Shortly afterwards the Union ceased to exist.
Advancing' years and ill-health compelled the secretary and
founder (The Rev. J. B. Waddington) to resign. It was
found impossible to obtain a successor. Besides the member
ship had lessened.
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THE LAST BUSINESS OF THE UNION,

recorded in its half-yearly Report, March, 1911, was the passing
of the following resolution: "That this meeting of the Evan
gelical Protestant Union desires to place on record its firm and
earnest protest against the return of the bulk of the bishops
and clergy, together with multitudes of the laity of the
Established Church, to the errors and superstitions of the
pre-Reformation ages; their departure from the teachings of
the Word of God; and their conversion of the glorious Gospel
of His grace into the sacerdotal and sacramental system
of the great apostasy of Rome." This resolution was
proposed by the Rev. P. E. Thomas, of Blackburn,
seconded by the Rev. Charles Guest, of Burton-on
Trent, and supported by the Rev. A. G. Cleminson, of
Halliwill, Bolton.

The men who from 1879 to 1911 identified themselves with
the Evangelical Protestant Union may truly be described as
Old Evangelicals. No doubt there were many others outside
the Union to whom the same title might be applied. For the
most part that generation of godly and faithful men has
passed away. Other men have risen in their places, but
neither in the Free Churches nor in the Established Church
is there so numerous a body of men as there was during the
existence of the Evangelical Protestant Union, who walk
fully in the old paths.

For one thing the errors of Arminianism are now far more
rampant than they were. The doctrine of imputed righteous
ness is very rarely taught. The doctrine of human inability
as set forth in Article X (" Of Free-Will ") is largely ignored.
Article XVII, which treats of Predestination and Election, is
studiously and carefully left out of the theology of the day.
No doubt there are a few people who refer to these doctrines
in a harsh and forbidding manner, but if we are true to
Scripture our teaching will be fully in accordance with the
truth that God's people were Divinely chosen in Christ before
the foundation of the world, and that they are Divinely saved,
not according to their works, but according to God's own
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purpose and grace given them in Christ. Jesus before the world
began. (See 2 Tim. i. 9.)
- We have no sympathy with a 'haI;sh and forbidding and
ungracious setting forth of any truth of Scripture, but we feel
we ought to take the position of the Apostle Paul and not
shun to declare in due proportion all the counsel of God.
(See Acts xx. 27.)

Why should we be afraid to quote the whole of John vi. 37 ?
Often we hear the latter part of the verse, but when do we
hear the whole verse ?

Ought not all our teaching to be in harmony with our Lord's
words when He said, "No man can come to Me, except the
Father which hath sent Me draw him" ? (John vi. 44). For
another thing, the doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration is
lifting up its head in quarters reputed to be evangelical.
Three different pamphlets, written by professed evangelicals,
have reached us during the last few years in which this doctrine
is taught, and it is noticeable that the error is the outcome of
ignoring or rejecting the doctrine of Election. The Reformers
believed in the doctrine of Election and no one who truly
holds that doctrine can also hold the doctrine of Baptismal
Regeneration. Regeneration is the work of the Holy Ghost,
and He regenerates the elect people of God, when He wills
and where He wills. His regenerating mercy is not tied to
any outward ordinance.

For another thing a large number of those who still retain
the name Evangelical are Modernists. Moreover, among those
who are called Conservative Evangelicals there have been
great changes during the last forty years. Surpliced choirs,
musical and worldly services abound. Hymns Ancient and
Modern are frequently tolerated. The worldly are attracted
by 'harvest decorations. Sacerdotal and Modernistic Bishops
are even occasionally invited to occupy Evangelical pulpits,
and the tendency to compromise is growing. Deterioration
seems to be developing in all the denominations more or less,
and the Lord seems to be severely chastising even God's own
true people, for their toleration of error and worldiness, both in
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their private life, and in public worship. Is not God speaking'
to His own true people in these solemn times? Are not His
chastisements designed to .call us out from all that is of the
world, the flesh, and the devil? The motto of the Evangelical
Protestant Union was,'" Watch ye, stand fast in the faith,
quit you like men, be strong" (1 Cor. xvi. 13). Those words
need to sound loudly in our ears in these solemn and degenerate

times.
We need to come out fully from the world; grasp afresh

and firmly the old truths; proclaim them humbly, lovingly
and fearlessly; to watch against the beginnings of every
form of error and sin; to hold fast the form of sound words
and to be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.
By the grace of God we need to repent of all failure, and get
back to the pure truth of G0d's infallible Word.

THE EDITOR.

ENGLISH HYMNS IN CHINA.

IN a letter dated March 2nd, 1941, and sent from Kwelyang.
Kweichow, in the far interior of China, Bishop F'. Houghton
says: "I have preached twice to-day. This morning there was·
an English service, attended not only by the fortY-flight C.I.M.
missionaries who are here for the Conference, bu;t by other
foreigners in the city, some in the Church of Christ and some in the
Red Cross, and the Y.M.C.A., and a few Chinese.

"The ordinary Chinese services are held in the afternoon for
fear of air raids in the morning. It was good to, hear sixty
foreigners singing, ' 0 for a thousand tongues to sing,' 'Hail to.
the Lord's anointed,' and' Come, my soul, thy suit prepare.' "

How beautiful to realize that in far distant China and in a time
of war, the Lord's people find joy in singing their dear,Redeemer's.
praise, and in taking comfort from the knowledge that" Jesus
loves to answer prayer."

,.

"NOTffiNG sets a person so much out of the devil's reach as.
humility." - Whitefield. I
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WELLSPRINGS.

« And they sung as it were a new song before the Throne, and before
the four living creatures, and the elders; and no man could
learn that song, but the hundred and forty and four thousand,
which were redeemed from the earth."-REVELATION xiv. 7.

WHAT a number of songs of praise are recorded in the Holy Word,
but none more lovely, more Christ-exalting, than Redemption's
note of praise! Moses set it forth when in the deliverance of
Israel from the bondage of Egypt, they celebrated this great
event of delivering mercy in that triumphant song of praise,
" I will sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously;
the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea" (Exod. xv.).
And the same dear servant of J ehovah recorded what has been
called his "Swan Song" at the close of his long life, and he
rehearsed the mighty acts and redeeming care of his faithful
God (Deut. xxxi.).

We have, too, Deborah and Barak's song of praise when the
Lord had subdued their many enemies and " made the hand of
the children of Israel to prosper" (Judges v. 1). There was
David also recording in his song of praise the redeeming mercies
to "the Lord Who had delivered him out of the hand of his
enemies (2 Sam. xxii.). We remember also how the same sweet
psalmist of Israel oft sang the praises of a delivering God. "The
Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him,
and I am helped; therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth, and with
my song will I praise Him" (Ps. xxviii. 7). Again," Sing unto
Him a new song" (xxxiii. 3). Indeed His children will ever have
cause to recount fresh mercies and constant deliverances (xl. 3 ;
xcvi. 1). .

Then David also had his song in the night like us all, who pass
through the night of darkness, trouble and sorrow, but who are
brought assuredly to deliverance when God's "morning
appeareth" (xlii. 8; lxix. 30). The Messianic prophet gives
us, too, under the Spirit's teaching, many a sweet song to his
and our "well·beloved " in testimony of His tender care and
faithfulness over every plant of His vineyard (Isa. v. 1; xxvi. 1 ;
xxx. 29 and xlii. 10). It is the same with all the household of
faith; even when they are not always able to sing exultantly,
they may, like the prophet Habakkuk, begin in prayer and end
in a triumphant note of praise: " Yet, I will rejoice in the Lord,
I will joy in the God of my salvation" (iii. 18), after he has seen
the goings of his Lord in " pestilence," " burning coals," " nations
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-driven asunder," "Cushan in affliction," mountains trembling,
waters overflowing and the ordinances of heaven even out of
<course. Yet the Lord's dear servant is made to see that in spite
'Of all the heavy judgments" Thou wentest forth for the salva.
tion of thy people." Hence they joy in "the God of their
;salvation."

So that you and I learn, fellow-believer, that under whatever
-circumstance in life's changing vicissitudes, be it by national or
:personal afflictions that the Lord sees fit to chasten us, we have,
like Paul and Silas, our prison songs; always a cause to enjoin
·our souls to " bless the Lord and praise His holy Name," and to
-cultivate by His enabling grace the gracious exercise and accept
:able habit of " Speaking to ourselves in psalms and hymns and
.spiritual songs, singing and making melody in our heart to the
Lord" (Eph. v. 17). For we may rest assured that there is
·always cause to praise Him, proving as we do from day to day,
-that "His mercies endure for ever," and the groundwork of
-every mercy which a child of God receives is God's wonderful
Redemption in and by a precious Saviour from Whom all our
mercies flow. This remark leads us to our text, having referred
briefly to some of the spiritual songs sung when upon earth by
Zion's sons and daughters.

Now we find three songs mentioned in the Revelation. In the
-fifth chapter we read how" the four living creatures and the four
and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having everyone of
-them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers
-of the saints, and they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy
to take the book and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast
-slain and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood, out of every
.kindred, and tongue and people and nation; And hast made us
unto our God kings and priests; and we shall reign upon the
-earth."

Then in chapter xv. 3, are" Them that had gotten the victory
'Over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over
·the number of his name. . . . And they sing the song of Moses
-the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great
:and marvellous are Thy works, Lord God Almighty: just and
-true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints."

Whilst the third reference is that of the text under our con
sideration, and sung by the "hundred and forty and four
:thousand, having his Father's name written upon their forehea<ls."

And we find in each of those songs that redeeming Love and
Blood are the key-note; for each and all owe it to " The Lamb
-that was slain." They accord all the glory to the Redeeming
Blood of Calvary's Lamb, of which the redemption from Egyptian
bondage was but a type. The third class of heavenly songsters
are heard singing as it were a new song before the Throne which
"" none could learn but the 144,000 which were redeemed from
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the eart.h." It was a new song yet ever old. The theme wouldi
never wear out. The tongues of the redeemed never weary nor
cease in proclaiming Worthy is the Lamb.

" Hark! ten thousand voices crying,
'Lamb of God!' with one accord,

Thousand, thousand saints replying,
Wake at once the echoing chord.

" , Praise the Lamb' the chorus waking,
All in heaven together throng.

Loud and far, each tongue partaking,
Rolls around the endless song.

"Grateful incense this, ascending
Ever to the Father's throne;

Every knee to Jesus bending,
All the mind in heaven is one;

" All the Father's counsels claiming
Equal honour to the Son;

All the Son's effulgence beaming,
Makes the Father's glory known.

"By the Spirit all pervading,
Hosts unnumbered round the Lamb,

Crowned with light and joy unfading,
Hail Him as the Great' I Am.'''

(Darby, 1837.)

Oh, what a thrice-blessed occupation, and that continuous,.
and with that one theme above all others, ever new, ever bringing
fresh revelations and thoughts of praise, and all embodied in the
redemption by the precious Blood of the Lamb. It can only be·
sung by the typical" one hundred and forty and four thousand,'''
those who have been washed from their sins in His Own Blood,
redeemed, ransomed, bought, kept and presented! Their
Heavenly Bridegroom has clothed and decked His purchased wife.
and now presents Her unto His Father with exceeding joy.
There Heavenly Songsters are alI clad alike, even in the spotless.
imputed righteousness of Him Who had been the Lamb slain.
for their sins. They have but one song to sing, Salvation unto
our God and the Lamb. It is a song of victory and triumph,
in never-dying praises to the All-worthy One. They have come
up " out of great tribulation," but are passed safely through it,
all. All their sins for ever washed away in the ocean of His Love,
and they sing what the angels can only say. Their pathway to.
the Heavenly City was not a pathway of roses. They were
called to " wres~le on towards it, against storm and wind and tide,'''
and were oft sad and weary in the conflict against the flesh.
indwelling sin and the devil. But all the former things are passed
away, and they take up with new'life, new and undying energies,.
what was often so feebly expressed below. The Keeper of their
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lives knew all their conflicts; saw how they were yet cast down
.and seemingly worsted in the fight; and how fears beset
-them that they might after all " one day perish" by the hand
of this or that enemy. But they had been" Kept," and" Kept
by the power of God, through faith unto salvation," and the
'Song is one of victory after conflict, and a great fight of afHictions,
warrings with the great dragon, the beast and false prophet,
.and their own sinful hearts. But they had been delivered and
given to sing of His redeeming love all through every page of
-their life's history. And now they are at Rest, at Home, before
the Throne, all their conflicts for ever past and renewing what
'they sang so feebly and so sadly mingled with sinful infirmities
when below. In those glorious regions into which sin cannot
enter and nothing can defile, they sing as it were a new song but
which in truth is as old as time in God's eternal purpose to save
.a number which no man can number; whose names one and all
.are indelibly inscribed in the Lamb's Book of Life, whose song
is that of victory to His eternal praise.

The words before us in the Apocalypse give us a glimpse within
the veil by faith. The scene is complete, a glorious consummation
.of what the whole assembly and Church of the First-born above
will be when the Lamb's wife is adorned for her Husband. The
saints will then" never, never sin, and from the rivers of His
,grace, drink endless pleasures in." He shall make the glorious
declaration never to be annulled, "Behold I make all things
-.new," and the Song of Redemption will be as it were, a new Song
as sung no longer by feeble, faltering, stammering, sinful lips, but
led by "JESUS, Who was made a little lower than the angels,
101' the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that
He by the grace of God should taste death for every man. For
it became Him, for Whom are all things, and by Whom are all
things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain
of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For both He that
.sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which
.cause He is not ashamed to call_ them brethren, saying, I will
declare Thy name unto My brethren, in the midst of the Church
will I sing praise unto Thee" (Heb. ii. 9-12).

R.

AT Dunfermline, Whitefield occupied the pulpit of Ralph Erskine,
-and here a custom common with the Scotch people, but not so
.general in those days in English congregations, struck him as a
pleasing feature; everyone came with his or her Bible, and
followed his references. "To hear," he says, "the rustling of
the leaves which they made was quite encouraging."-Life of
,Whitejield.
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$ermons anb 'Rotes of $ermons.

MEDITATIONS ON THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS.

By THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAw, M.A.,

DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

x.
" Having made known unto us the mystery of His will, according to>

His good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself."
EPHESIANS i. 9.

PAUL here speaks of the revelation of a mystery which God had
purposed in Himself. It is a profitable task first to ascertain the·
mind of the Spirit in the passage, and then to seek improvement.
for our souls. Lord! for Thy Name's sake, teach us !

The following verse declares, that the will, so long hidden from
men, was God's purpose " to gather together in one all things in.
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in
Him." The main point here intended is, that the Gentiles should.
be included in the call to the knowledge and faith of Jesus Christ.
This truth from of old was plainly announced in the Scriptures,
but scales were on the eyes of all the Jews, and they saw it not.
The very notion of it seems never to have approached their
understandings. Elated with their high privileges and distinctions,
they regarded the poor heathen as scarcely partaking of the same
flesh and blood with themselves: they believed that God had
placed an eternal barrier of separation between them. On th&
one side were the chosen of Israel: on the other the strangers,
foreigners, aliens, outcasts of the Gentiles. They reviled these
Gentiles as dogs, and were persuaded that no crumb of mercy
could be cast to them. We see the indignation with which th&
bare idea. of Gentile conversion was received, when Paul on the
Castle stairs related the Lord's commission: "He said unto me,
Depart, for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles. And they
gave him audience unto this word, and then lifted up their voices
and said, Away with such a fellow from the earth, for it is not fit
that he should live." Hear too, Festus, when Paul declared to
King Agrippa, " Having obtained help of God, I continue unto this
day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things.
but those which the prophets and Moses did say should come:
that Christ should suffer, and that He should be the first that
should rise from the dead, and should show light unto the people,
and to the Gentiles. And as he thus spake for himself, Festus.
cried with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself, much learn
ing doth make thee mad." Let us refer to two other passages, in.
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which Paul is particularly emphatic in declaring that this mystery
had heretofore been wrapped in impenetrable darkness. "By
revelation He made known unto me the mystery, which in other
ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it is now revealed
unto the holy Apostles and Prophets by the Spirit, that the
Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and
partakers of His promise in Christ by the Gospel." Again :
" Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of
God, which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; even
the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations,
but now is made manifest to His saints; to whom God would
make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among
the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory." Hence we
distinctly learn the prominent thought in the Apostle's mind,
when he wrote, " having made known unto us the mystery of His
will, according to His good pleasure which He hath purposed in
Himself."

Can we contemplate this mystery without devout adoration?
For who are we by nature? Not the descendants of Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob; not of the stock of Israel, "to whom
pertained the adoption, and ..:t.he glory, and the covenants,
and the giving of the law,\.--and the service of God, and
the promises." On the contrary, we spring from these outcast
Gentiles. But, blessed be God, Christ is come, a light to lighten
the Gentiles! We might have been left in the condition of our
early fathers, blind idolaters, bowing down to wood and stone;
but upon us the true light hath shone, and we are called to hear
and obey the Gospel of God's grace. Oh! that to the external
call might be added the soul-touching voice of the Spirit, so that
we might indeed be brought from darkness to light, and translated
into the Kingdom of His dear Son !

But alas! many who are Christ's followers by name are as
dead to the life of God, and the saving indwelling of Jesus, as the
outward worshippers of wood and stone. It matters not that the
name is changed, if the heart rem~ins untouched and unenlight
ened. " If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His."

Let us not, however, pass from the words, "the mystery of His
will," without extending our view to the whole of God's will in
the sinner's salvation. Every part of it is a mystery, before which
we should fall in lowly adoration. Wonderful is the appointment
of Jesus to be the Surety, Substitute, Representative, Head of
His Church. Wonderful is the shedding of His blood for the
remission of sins. Wonderful is every provision in the covenant
of grace. Wonderful is the sinner's conversion in the fulness of
time. Wonderful is the approach of the weary, sin-sick soul to
the blood of sprinkling. Wonderful is the change of the nest of
every unclean bird into the temple of the Holy Ghost. Wonderful
is the preservation of the saints amid all the trials and temptations
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of this world, the hate and rage of Satan, and the treachery of
their own hearts. Wonderful are their consolations and joys amid
persecutions, in sorrow, sickness, death. Wonderful is their
resurrection from the dead-their investiture with a weight of
glory-their eternal station before the throne of God. How great
the wonder that these truths should be made known to us! Many
bear with the ear, but never apprehend with the mind. What
-obstacles must be removed, what prejudices vanquished, before
the happy believer can testify, " He hath made known to me the
mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He
hath purposed in Himself."

BELGRADE "A MASS OF RUINS."

THE PALACE DESTROYED.

THE following message (quoted by Reuter) has been addressed
by the Yugoslav Government to " all civilized peoples" :

" We inform all civilized peoples of the frighttul crimes com
mitted by the German armed force in the war imposed upon us.

" Belgrade, the capital of our country, which in good time was
'proclaimed an open and undefended city, was bombed by German
aircraft without a declaration of war.

" On Sunday morning, while the sound of church bells was calling
the faithful to Church for Divine Service, a bombardment eclipsing
.in horror all imagination was launched by German aeroplanes.
A veritable deluge of incendiary and explosive bombs turned the
city into a mass of ruins and gutted homes, while all the streets of
.Belgrade were covered with the bodies of children, women, and
old men.

" Never during the long history of this martyr city were such
cruelties committed even by the most primitive invaders. This
devastation of a defenceless and open city was executed by air
.craft of that nation which claimed for itself the first place among
-cultured peoples.

" All the precepts of international right and human considera
tions were set aside by the German aeroplanes, which destroyed
most of the hospitals, churches, schools, and cultural institutions
of Belgrade in broad daylight.

"The royal palace at Dedinje (a suburb of Belgrade) was
completely destroyed by thirty direct hits during the mass air
.raids on the city on Sunday. The German aeroplanes even
bombed isolated houses, killing thus Dr. Koulovetz, leader of
the Slovene people and a member of the Government.

"Horrible scenes occurred during the bombardment, when
German aeroplanes machine-gunned women and children fleeing
from their burning homes. Flying low, the German bombers
turned houses into hecatombs."-The Times, April 10th.
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THE BISHOP OF BRISTOL AND A FORMER BRISTOL.

RECTOR.

THE Bristol Evening Post of Saturday, May 31st, has the following'
reference to the Bishop of Bristol: "This evening has been a
real tonic to me," said the Bishop of Bristol, when he attended.
the first performance of Frank Buckley's new one-act play,.
"Ever England," and saw part of a cabaret show al; the St..
George's Services Club, College Green, last evening. " They say,
this war needs more bands and music," he continued, "and r
think we all need cheering up." .

We also think that we all need cheering up. But before we are·
cheered up we need to be humbled to the dust because of our
national, ecclesiastical, and. personal sins. "This war" is a
Divine judgment upon us for our sins (see Ezek. xiv. 13, 21).
By it God is speaking loudly to the nation, but instead of humbling
ourselves in deep sorrow for our sins, we are hardening our hearts,.
and going on still in our modernistic and sacerdotal apostacy
from His truth, in denying and rejecting the truths of His Word,
and in desecrating His holy day. It ill becomes sinners who
are in danger of hell to endeavour to banish their sorrows by
"bands and music," and worldly pleasures. They need to·
humble themselves before God on account of their sins. Then
they will indeed be cheered up, when, by faith in Christ's blood,
God will blot out as a thick cloud their transgressions, and as a,
cloud, their sins. It was to a humbled and penitent sinner
that the Lord said, " Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven
thee" (Matt. x. 2).

In thi.s connection we reproduce some faithful words 'WTitten
by a former Brist,ol Rector of St. Mary.le-Port Church, a Church,
now alas! in ruins through enemy action. Writing i.n The
Satan of Scriptu're, pages 176 and 177, the said Rector (the late
Rev. James Ormiston) said, '" Lovers of pleasu'res more than
lovers of God.' Let the untold millions devoted to the erection of
crystal palaces, museums, music halls, conservatories, skal;ing
rinks, aquariums, race grounds, theatres, opera houses, extrava
gant hotels, and the like, together with the fabulous sums required.
for their profitable maintenance and extension, be weighed against,
the lamentable want of interest shown by the masses of the
people in the things of God, His honour, and His cap.se. Then
what of the crowds who flock to avail themselves of the well
advertised Sabbath excursions ' by rail and boat'? What of
the Sabbath-open aquariums, the' palaces,' both glass and gin?
What, too, shall be said to the Sunday loungers, whose weary
hours are spent in idle chat, in reading the debasing Sunday
newspaper, which has been well-called 'the devil's Bible,' in
visiting and receiving visits, in letter-writing, and in any way
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other than in God's way 1 Then if --'s establishment be open
on the Sabbath for the aristocracy to carry on their betting during
the sacred hours, why, says the subtlety of the serpent, put
restrictions on similar privileges for the middle and lower
'Classes 1 "

GOING TO CHURCH BEFORE DAYBREAK.
'WHEN Whitefield was only twenty-three years old he was" the
most popular preacher of the day." "During the three months
he remained in London, he generally preached nine times a week."
A contemporary says, " On Sundays, before daybreak, the streets
were to be seen in a bustle with people going early in order to
,secure good places with lanterns in their hands, and conversing
with each other about the things of eternity" (Life of Whitefield,
by J. K. Andrews, pp. 30, 31). This was in the year 1737.
~, Thousands often went away from the largest Churches for want
of room." What a contrast to the attendance at places of
worship now. It is said that eight out of ten never attend a
place of worship at all. To rise before daybreak and walk in
"the dark to hear the Word of God is an unheard-of thing. The
Lord's day is wholly disregarded by the large majority. Much
of the day is spent in cooking, in idleness, and pleasure-seeking.
Instead of reading and hearing the Word of God, millions of
Sunday newspapers occupy the attention of a large number, or
"they are listening to the Sunday wireless. God and Christ, and
heaven and hell are shut out of their thoughts. Even the terrible
-destruction of life and property by German air raids has no spiritual
and saving effect on the minds of the great mass of people. No
doubt in many cases the Churches and Chapels are not places where
"the old Gospel is preached, but even where faithful men humbly
.and earnestly preach Jesus Christ and Him crucified, the pews
·are largely empty, speaking generally. The question arises, Are
Teal Christians guilty of sin in regard to the observance of the
Lord's day 1 Are they-any of them-so engrossed with worldly
things that they have no longer a keen appetite for the spiritual
'food of God's Word 1 Whatever may be true of the world at
large, let the true people of God beware of lukewarmness, of
coldness, and of spiritual darkness. Let their prayer be, " Wilt
Thou not revive us again, that Thy people may rejoice in Thee 1 "
{Ps. lxxxv. 6).

It may be true that Whitefield's marvellous voice, and his
wonderful powers as a preacher had much to do with his popu
larity. Nevertheless the absence of a hungering and a thirsting
-for the Word of God is a lamentable indication of the unhealthy
.spiritual state of the multitudes.

When Whitefield was in Wales in 1739 he remarked, "People
think nothing of coming twenty miles to hear a sermon."
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FOR GIRLS ONLY.

WHEN Elizabeth and Rachel were quite little girls, they once
came to have tea with me; and I asked them what they meant
to do when they were grown-up. "I think I'll be a nurse,"
'Said Elizabeth. "And I'm going to be a housemaid!" said
iive-year-old Rachel, her face shining with enthusiasm.

Well, I think those were both very worthy ambitions, and
unlike many others they are almost sure to be fulfilled in some
degree; for whatever career a girl takes up, she will probably
have some domestic responsibilities. And whether hers is the
full-time work of mistress of a house and mother of a family, or
'Only the care of a bed-sitting-room or tiny flat at the end of a
day's work elsewhere, the girl, unlike her brother, usually has
some domestic kingdom to reign over.

It is wise, therefore, for every girl to prepare herself for what
is perhaps the most important career in the world-that of
Housewife! See how important she is in this war, for instance.
There are many women in uniform doing necessary and useful
work, and many more equally essential in factories and industries;
but the well-being of the whole nation really depends on the
housewife in the home. She it is who is responsible .to provide
the meals, to prevent waste, to bring up the children, to care for
the old and the weak, and to make the home what it ought to
be-a place of comfort and ease, of family affection and under
standing.

What then are the necessary qualifications for the housewife's
work ~ I think they are mainly two, best expressed in phrases
taken from Prayer-book collects: (1) A quiet mind; (2) A
right judgment in all things.

" A quiet mind!" There are two things about a housewife's
work-it is never finished, and it is always being interrupted.
There is no such thing as an " eight-hour day" in this sphere of
labour; cooking, cleaning, mending, making, planning and con
triving, must go on and on indefinitely if the home is to continue;
.and the difficulty is that so many of these things must be done
at the same time. Whilst you are rolling out the pastry, you are
hearing Tottie say her letters, and keeping an eye on the sauce
pan lest the milk should boil over, and thinking out a plan by
which you can make a warm coat for little J ohnnie out of your
'Old winter jacket. And at the same moment, the back-door
bell announces the grocer's boy, and you must check the packages
before he is gone again. Only if you have a quiet mind, "a
:heart at leisure from itself," can you deal properly with all these
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distractions without getting cross and irritable. Many women
who keep their houses in beautiful order spoil everything by
their unquiet minds; they lie awake at night planning the next.
day's meals, and then get more and more overwrought as the day
wears on, till the home is filled, not with peace and comfort as it
should be, but with strife and tension. I know a home where
there was nothing but misery because the husband, coming in
tired at the end of the day, unknowingly disarranged the furniture
in the sitting-room.

The quiet mind is not a thing you can obtain by just resolvi.ng
you will have it; like other good gifts it comes from above.
The girl whose mind is stayed upon the Lord may be kept in
" perfect peace" ; hers may be a quiet mind, because whilst the·
waves of outside happenings fret and splash around her, she rests.
upon the Rock. She is at peace with God, for her sins have been
washed in the blood of Jesus, and that peace at the centre of her·
heart affects and controls her attitude towards all she has to do ;
but she needs to go on praying always for pardon and peace,
that she may be cleansed from all her sins, and serve God with a.
quiet mind. How pleasant and comfortable is the home where
the housewife rules with a quiet mind!

All day long the housewife is confronted with fresh problems.
that she could not foresee, and she has to make rapid decisions.
That is why she needs so much" a right judgment in all things."
If any of you lack wisdom, let her ask of God: and it shall be·
given her. Pray especially for this wisdom before the day's.
work begins; then when the difficulty arises, send a swift cry to
the God of heaven, and do what seems best, believing that He
Who promised wisdom at your asking has given it. In this way
you will be able to cope with all your problems, even in theseo
days of rationing and short supplies!

In the last chapter of Proverbs there is painted a portrait of the
perfect housewife. It is a grand picture, and all who study it.
must agree that the career of the home gives full scope to all the.
talents and powers that a woman can possess. But if you feel
(as you probably will) that you fall very far short of the per
fection painted in Proverbs xxxi., then turn to the Gospels.
of Luke and John, and read all there is about another housewife.
Martha was not perfect; she was apt to be flurried and upset.,
just as we are so often. But though she was cumbered about,
much serving, though she was careful and troubled about many
things, in spite of all this it is written of her, "Now Jesus loved
Martha." However often they fail and stumble, the Lord still
loves His people; He forgives and restores and never forsakes.
Let us pray that we may combine the quiet mind of Mary with
the energy of Martha !

DAMARIS.
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"BRITAIN, THE POPE, AND THE WAR."
'THIS was the title of Mr. J. A. Kensit's address at the May meeting
of the Protestant Truth Society.

Mr. Kensit dealing with his announced subject said that
England had always been greater and more free when the Papacy
had been held in check. That could be illustrated from Plan
-tagenet Tudor and Stuart days. What a contrast there was
between the craven John casting his crown at the feet of the
"Papal Legate and the anti-clerical Edward Ill, who resisted
Papal exactions and raised the fair name of our country to a
great height. In the Tudor period we frequently contrasted the
.days of Mary and Elizabeth; in the Stuart period those of
Charles I and Cromwell, of J ames Il and the Prince of Orange.
Out of that accumulation of experience we formulated our Consti
tution and made our Crown the preserve of Protestantism. Up
to a few years ago we asked our Sovereign to repudiate the Pope's
.dispensing power and to take an oath against the false dogma of
'Transubstantiation. Then a certain Prime Minister to whom
the tag" Wait and See! " was tied, suggested that it would suffice
for our King in future to say, "I am a faithful Protestant."
Time marched on and we came to see the Archbishop of Canterbury
following meekly a Roman Cardinal in gatherings called by a
Roman Catholic organization which subtly adopted a title and
misapplied it for Roman propaganda.

Many, Mr. Kensit proceeded, were deceived by the precious
word" unity" which was being rather loudly trumpeted; but
Romanism by its very foundation could not recognize any true
unity based on any sort of equality of Churches. She said she
was the one and only true Church and that outside her there
was no salvation. The" Sword of the Spirit" movement aimed
.at putting the Pope forward as Pea:cemaker No. 1. Since when
had the Papacy any qualification in that regard~ History at any
rate belied the claim. Adam Smith in the Wealth of Nations
:said, " Romanism is the most formidable combination that was
ever formed against the authority and security of civil government,
.as well as against the liberty, reason and happiness of mankind."
Gladstone wrote, " To secure rights has been, and is the aim of
Christian civilization: to destroy them and to establish the
resistless domineering action of a purely central power is the aim
of the Roman policy." Rome was by her very nature exclusive,
and therefore tyrannical. At the meeting at Northampton no
prayer could be offered lest Roman Catholic susceptibilities
should be invaded. Cardinal Bourne put it bluntly, "We will
not pray with you and you shall not pray with us."
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It was the duty of Protestants, declared Mr. Kensit, to teal"
aside the mask which presented the Papacy as a disinterested
international institution. For 418 years there had been none
but an Italian Pope. The Italians in the Curia numbered
thirty-one; others, twenty-six. The Pope was careful to keep
a permanent Italian majority. His political sympathies could
only be governed by his nature as an Italian. The Papacy gave
its blessing to the Italian army as it went to the conquest of
Abyssinia. It looked on with approval at the expulsion of all
Protestant missionaries from that land. It sat idly by as Italy
invaded Albania. It gave its blessing to Japan. The Vatican
had established diplomatic relations with Croatia now an Italian
puppet State. In the light of such things the claim to impartiality
vanished into thin air. No notice was taken of the Pope's Five
Peace Points until the Archbishops and the Moderator of the
Free Church Federal Council appended their signatures at the
request of the Roman Catholic organization, which had thereby
secured a great diplomatic victory. The" Points" were defective,
where they were not ordinary platitudes with which there was no
possibility of disagreement, by the complete omission of reference
to freedom of thought and worship, without which there was,
and could be, no peace at all.

"THE real might of Great Britain consists not so much in the
superb valour of her soldiers, sailors and airmen, or in her
immense financial resources, or in the splendid spirit of her
people, but in the believing and continuous prayer which goes
up to the Throne of grace from hearts that are in fellowship
with God."-The English Churchman.
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SARAH'S LAUGH.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,

In my last month's article I made the suggestion that the
" Amen" of God's promises is heard in the performances of the
things promised-the " yea" being the promise itself (it is sure
to be fulfilled). As an instance of this, I proposed that the laugh
of Sarah was her amen to the promise she had had years before
about Isaac. A friend wrote to me and said that surely Sarah's
laugh was one of unbelief. She was questioning, rather than
setting her seal to God's promise. Did not the fact of her con
fusion show it to be so, and the reproof of the angel ~ Yes,
certainly, but Sarah laughed again, later on, I should have said
this, and not left it vague. My friend was more righteous than
I, and right also to ask for an explanation, as the ten and a half
tribes did of the two and a half about the altar they had reared;
or as the apostles did of Peter when they feared he was doing
wrong in countenancing the Gentiles. The long explanation that
closed the difficulty about the altar was the means of strengthen
ing the unity of Israel. Peter's explanation about his going in
to the meeting of Cornelius and his friends, ended up thus,
" When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified
God, saying, 'Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted
repentance unto life.''' Thus in His kindness did the Lord give
the brethren to walk in straight paths, and to love and glorify
Him the more.

In Genesis xxi. 6, we read, " God hath made me to laugh so
that all that hear will laugh with me." When Sarah laughed the
second time the shadow of death had been turned into the morn
ing. It is like the text, " In the place where it was said, Ye are
not My people, there shall it be said unto them, Ye are the sons
of the living God." Have we not sometimes found it so ~ that
Bome place or condition means to us two very different states of
mind ~ What has God wrought during the intervening days ~

What has His goodness and mercy not done for us ~ How much
has He not forgiven 1 How much patience has He not shown
since the time when He seemed to speak against us ~ Now in the
same place we can raise an "Ebenezer" and be glad in His
comfort. To David the threshing floor of Araunah must ever
have meant two things. It was there that the plague stayed,
and his sacrifice found acceptance with God Whose anger had
been kindled against His dear servant. David could never
forget what brought him to purchase that place, and he seemed
astonished (1 Chron. xxii. 1) when he perceived that God had
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led him there that the long desire of his life might blossom out
into the laying of the foundation of the Temple. "For your
.shame, ye shall have double, for confusion ye shall rejoice in
your portion." We do not like to think of our shame and con
fusion, but in the Blood of the Lamb bitter things are made
sweet. Paul spoke of his friends, being glad of the fact that
they had been the servants of sin; but their hearts had been
changed, and their hands, lifted up in prayer, were now empty

·of self-help and self-hope. They feared and loved Him Who for
gave them all that was past, and comforted them concerning
the future. "There is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest
be feared." Where sin abounded, grace now abounds much
more, and comfort has come in the place of grief. So Sarah
might repent and rejoice. God had not dealt with her after her
laugh of unbelief, but had Himself filled her tongue with singing,
-and had confirmed her faith (mentioned in the Hebrews) with a
crown of gladness.

This, dear Mr. Houghton, is scarcely a letter, but perhaps you
'will kindly accept it for July, and my friend is to be thanked for
her gracious criticism. Maybe, out of the eater has come forth meat.

Yours very sincerely,
FOLLOWER-ON.

EDITORIAL
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EXTRAOTS FROM OUR OORRESPONDENOE.

From Yorkshire: "My grandparents, parents, and now my brother and self
'have been subscribers to the Magazine_ since Dr. Doudney's days. Long may it
,flourish."

From Henley-on-Thamell: "Your Magazine is a great help and always inter·
.esting."

From Yorkshire: "I would just like to say how much I :enjoy the Magazine.
I have been a reader of it since the days when Dr. Doudney was its Editor. It
is a spiritual uplift to all who love the old paths, especially when there is so much
departure from God's Word. May the Lord bless and use you, and all the writers

,for His glory and the comfort of His people."

From Maidstone: "May I say how glad I am that you had the tgracious courage
to publish your paper on 'Reprsals' in the April GOSPEL MAGAZINE? "

From Astley: "In these troublous days, we are truly thankful for the cheering,
faithful meesages eontained in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Each Sunday, especially,
it is my oompanion, and I have many precious hours in reading the sweet, comforting
,portions."


