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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any'trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."--'-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

REJOICING, PRAYING AND GIVING THANKS.

(This article was used as the basis of our sermon at the Annual
Meeting of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society on April 26th, 1946).
" Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing give
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning

you."-I. THESSALONIANS v., 16-18).

MORE than eighteen hundred years ago these three exhortations
were enjoined upon the saints of God at Thessalonica by the
inspired writer of this Epistle. They are equally enjoined upon
the people of God to-day. Wherever they are, and in whatsoever
circumstances they are placed, they are bidden to rejoice always,
to pray at all times and to give thanks in regard to everything.
To do these things is the will of God in Christ Jesus in regard to
them. They have always ground for rejoicing, they have always
need to pray, and their mercies are so real at all times that their
reasons for thanksgiving abound. Their blessings and their needs
are so real that it is always God's will, and it is always pleasing
to Him that these three things should always characterise them.
They may be wrrowful, yet, amid their sorrows, they should
always rejoice (11. Cor. vi., 10). They may be bountifully
supplied, yet their need of prayer always exists. Howev~r many
their trials, they will always have abundant reason to give thanks
to their God, Whose mercy endureth for ever.
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1. First notice, then that the Lord's people are bidden to
reJOIce. .Grounds of rejoicing abound.

(1) They have reason to rejoice because they are beloved and
chosen of God. This is taught in the second Ep~stle. God has
loved them with an everlasting love. Before the world was
founded He loved them (John xvii., 23, 24). Before the founda~

tion of the world they were chosen in Christ (Ephes. i. 4 ~ H.
Thess. ii., 13, 14).

They were chosen to salvation, appointed not to wrath, "but
to ob.tain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for therp.,
that whether they wake or sleep they should live together with
Him" (1. Thess. v., 9, 10). What infinite mercy is this! By
nature we are all children of wrath. We merit hell, but we are
chosen to inherit heaven. What joy should fill our hearts on this
account! : No conceivable trials can separate us from God's love,
nor hinder us from enjoying the inheritance to which our God
has chosen us. Therefore," Let the righteous be glad; let them
rejoice before God: yea, let them exceedingly rejoice" (Psalm
lxviii., 3). .

(2) Secondly, God's people have reason to rejoice because the
Gospel has come to them in power (1. Thess. i., 5).

"Our Gospel," wrote the Apostle, "came not unto you in
word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost." The
result was they turned to God from idols to serve the living and
true God; and to ~ait for His Son from heaven, Whom He
raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the
wrath to come." (1. Thess. i., 5, 9, 10). The power with which
the Gospel came unto them led to their being "delivered from
the wrath to come." 'What an· immense reason for rejoicing that
the word of the Gospel was so brought home to them that they
were brought to experience the blessings of redemption. When
the Ethiopian eunuch heard the Gospel preached by Philip from
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, it came with such power that the
eunuch went on his way rejoicing." (Acts viii., 34-39). The
assurance of being healed with His (Christ'~) stripes always fills
the believing heart with joy. Not everyone who hears the Gospel
experiences the accompanying power of the Holy Ghost. How
thankful and full of joy we should be, if, through God's infinite
grace, His Spirit convicts of sin and leads us to Jesus' blood, and
to our wondering view reveals the secret love of God.
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Our Lord said to the seventy, "In this rejOICe not, that the
spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your
names are written in heaven." (Luke x., 20). All those to whom
the Gospel comes in power are those whose names are in the'
Lamb's book of life. 0 the mercy if this is true of us.

(3) Thirdly, God's people need to rejoice though they are
hated and persecuted by the world. This was true of the Thessa
Ionian saints-(see I. Thess. i., 6, ; 3, 4 ; 11. Thess., i, 4). It is
true in the experience of all truly godly persons. "All that will
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (11. Tim.
iii., 12). If we truly are Christ's 'people we shall suff~r with
Him. But" Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you
falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: fot great
is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets
which were before you" (Matt. v., 11, 12). When the Apostles
were beaten and commanded not to speak in the name of Jesus,
" They departed from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that
they were counted worthy to 'suffer shame for His name" (Acts
v. 40, 41). Such joy is joy of the Holy Ghost" (see I. Thess. i.
6 ; Rom. 15, 13).

(4) God's people have reason to rejoice because of the final
blessedness of the redeemed.

The Lord in Whose blood we have faith, and by whose merits
we are t;ternally saved, is coming back to receive all His
redeemed to Himself. With a shout He will descend from
heaven, and with the voice of the Archangel and the trump of
God. Then the dead in Christ shall rise, those of His people
who are still alive shall be changed, and they shall be caught up
together in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall
they ever be with the Lord" (I. Thess. iv., 16, 17 ; I. Cor. xv.,
51-54). Hence Peter says, "Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers'
of Christ's sufferings ; that when His glory shall be revealed, ye
may be glad also with exceeding joy" (I. Peter iv., 13). It is
quite true that sorrows, trials and fears may abound more or less
in the life of the child of God. Paul found that bonds and
afflictions awaited him in every city, but he was enabled to say,
"None of these things move me." None of these things can
separate us from divine love. Hence by God's enabling grace we
may still rejoice, still respond more or less to the exhortations,
" Rejoice evermore," and "Rejoice in the Lord always, and again



196 The Gospel Magazine

I say Rejoice" (see Rom. viii., 35-39; Acts xx., 22-24; PhiI.
iv. 4).

Weak, timid, downhearted and depressed though we may be,
the Lord can enable us to rise above our trials and say, "Why
art thou cast down, 0 my soul? And why art thou disquieted
within me? Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him,
who is the health of my countenance, and my God" (Psalm
xlii., 11).

0, then, encourage yourselves in the Lord your God. Remem
ber He has been mindful of you, He is mindful of you now, and
He will be mindful, for He has said, "I will never leave thee nor
forsake thee."

2. Secondly, notice that the Lord's people are bidden to
pray without ceasing.

Speaking to His disciples our Lord "spake a parable unto them
to the end that they ought always to pray, and not to faint"
(Luke xvii., 22; xviii., 1. R.Y.). He finished the parable by
saying, "Shall not God avenge His Own elect, which cry day and
night unto Him, though He bear long with them? I tell you
that He will avenge them speedily."

The parable which our Lord told illustrates what He meant
when He said that His people ought always to pray and not to
faint." The woman in the parable came to an unjust judge
saying, "Avenge me of mine adversary. And he would not for
a while." Evidently, however, she went to him often and per
severed in her request, and at last he said, "Because this widow
troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continued coming
she weary me." It might be said she was always coming to the
unjust judge to urge him to respond to her prayer. "Always,"
however, would not mean every moment in the day and night,
but frequent, often, constant. So when our Lord says, "Shall
not God avenge Him Own elect, which cry day and night unto
Him," He meant that it is a mark of God's elect people that they
cry often during the day to Him, and, even in their wakeful
hours, they cry often to Him in the night. Unceasing prayer is
to be understood as meaning prayer often going up to God,
sometimes oftener than other times, but always frequent in the
experience of God's elect people. The Apostles said, "We will
give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the
word" (Acts vi., 4). When they were preaching, they were not
praying, and when they were praying, they were not preaching,
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but they prayed often and constantly. Thus" pray without
ceasing" means give ourselves to prayer often and frequently.

(1) First, notice that unceasing prayer is greatly needed by
the Lord's people. Christ says to them, "Without Me ye can do
nothing." On the other hand, the Apostle says, "I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me" (Phil. iv. 13). But
how are we to get His strength? We are bidden to "come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. iv., 16).

"He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no
might He increaseth strength." Moreover," They that wait
upon the Lord shall renew their strength." He is our refuge and
strength, and He renews the strength of those who wait upon
Him. He is able to make all grace abound towards us, that we,
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every
good work. Hence in relation to all our need for courage, for
comfort, for temptation, and for grace to labour in His vineyard,
the exhortation comes, "Pray without ceasing."

(2) Secondly, unceasing prayer was practised by the Apostle
Paul. He not only exhorts others to pray unceasingly, but he
did it himself.

To the Roman Christians he said, "God is my witness, Whom
I serve with my spirit in the Gospel of His Son, that without
ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers" (Romans
i., 9).

To the Thessalonian Christians he wrote, "Making mention of
you in our prayers, remembering without ceasing your work of
faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father" (I. Thess. i.,
2, §). To the Colossians he wrote, "For this cause we also, since
the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you" (Col. i., 9).
To the Philipians he wrote, "Always in every prayer of mine for
you all making request with joy" (Phil. 1, 4).

To the Epesian saints he wrote, "Wherefore, I also .....
cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my
prayers" (Ephes. i., 15, 16). For Timothy he prayed night and
day (11. Timothy, 1, 3). Truly the great Apostle Paul gave
himself to prayer. Reading his Epistles we might imagine that
he did nothing else but pray, so many were those for whom
he frequently prayed. What an example he is to all present-day
believers, ministers and people.
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(3) Thirdly, for how many purposes we need to gLUe ourselves
to unceasing prayer.

We need to pray that believers may abound increasingly tn

their love one toward another" (1. Thess. iii., 12). We need to
pray' that God may comfort the hearts of His people, and
establish them in every good word and work (see H. Thess.
ii., 17).

We need to pray for faithful ministers of the Gospel. They are
only human and they are in constant need of divine grace and
encouragement. They long to see fruit to their labours, and only
the Lord can give it. Hence they join with the Apostle in
saying, "Brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may
have free course and be glorified" (H. Thess. 111., 1, 2).
"Brethren, pray for us," i.e., for Paul, Silvanus and Timotheus
(1. Thess. v., 25).

Then how much we need to pray for ourselves. How weak
and helpless we all are. To us all it is said, "Watch and pray
lest ye enter into' temptation." 0 what spiritual danger we are
in at all times! Only by the grace of God can we be upheld and
kept. Pray, ye people of God, pray without ceasing. Rise early
enough to pray. Beware of temptations to hear the wireless (if
you have one) before prayer, or to read the newspaper before
reading the Word of God. Pray as you go to your work, as you
walk in street or road. Pray often during the day. Walk con
stantly in communion with God. Pray in the evening. . Pray
during the night, if you wake up. Whatever your employment
is, pray. Pray in the office, in the shop, on the farm, in the
kitchen, in the home. The Lord is always near you. Listen to
His voice and tell him your smallest needs, seek His guidance in
every problem, and about everything, small and great, give your
self to prayer. "The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon
Him, to all that call upon H~m in truth." Then notice, "He
will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him: He also will hear
their cry, and will save them" (Psalm cxlv., 18, 19).

"Prayer was appointed to convey
T he blessings God designs to give:

Long as they live should Christians pray,
For only while they pray they live."

3. Thirdly, notice that the Lord's people are bidden in
everything to give thanks.

They are to be a rejoicing people, a praying people and a
thanksgiving people. The Apostle gave thanks to God alway? for
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the Thessalonian saints. The remembrance of their work of
faith, labour of love and patience of hope constrained him to
give thanks always for them (I. Thess. i., 2, 3). He thanked God
because their faith grew exceedingly and that their love to each
other abounded. The presence of the fruit of the Spirit in their
lives rejoiced his heart, and filled him with thankfulness to God.
He felt bound to thank God always because God had from the
beginning chosen them to salvation through sanctification of the
spirit and belief of the truth, whereunto He called them by the
Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ
(see H. Thess. i., 3; ii., 13, 14). All God's saved people have
experienced these great spiritual blessings. In regard, then, to
God's electing, sanctifying, and calling blessings they ought
especially to give thanks to their God and Father.

But the Apostle says, "In everything give thanks," which
suggests that whatever our circumstances there is always reason
to give thanks to God. The Apostle Himself gave thanks to God
for food when passing through a most trying time in his voyage
to Rome. "He took bread and thanked God in presence of
them all." When he met Christian friends who came from Rome
to greet him, "he thanked God and took courage" (Acts xxvii.,
35 ; xxviii., 15).

When Paul and Silas were beaten, and their feet made fast in
the stocks, and they were thrust into the inner prison, they
prayed and sang praises to God. It was midnight and they
were in the dark and greatly suffering, yet they sang praises to
God, and sang so loudly that the other prisoners heard them.
God also heard them and caused an earthquake to take place
which issued in the conversion of the keeper of the prison and
his family, and the liberation of Paul and Silas. Thus whatever
our circumstances and however- great our hardships, we have
reason to give thanks. It is easier to write this than to do it, but
the inspired Apostle says, "Giving thanks always for all things
unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ"
(Ephesians v., 20). May God Himself enable us all to be truly
thankful to Him for all His mercies, temporal, spiritual and
eternal, and may we show forth our gratitude, not only with our
lips, but in our lives. To rejoice evermore, pray always, and in
every thing to give thanks, is the will of God in Christ Jesus
concerning us. It ~s pleasing to Him to see His people rejoicing,
and to hear them praying and giving thanks. May He give us
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grace to manifest that we are His people by these spiritual
exerCIses.

" Oh! render thanks to God above,
The Fountain of eternal love;
Whose mercy firm through ages past
Has stood, and shall for ever last."

We are all poor and needy, but He can enrich us and make
all grace abound toward us.

Whittington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn,

Norfolk.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

SPURGEON AND REBUILDING POPERY
(FROM HIS EVENING READING FOR MAY 29th).

.. Cursed be the man before the Lxn'd, that riseth up and buildet'h this
cit)) Jericho."-JOSHUA vi. 26.

SINCE he was cursed who rebuilt Jericho, much more the man who
labours to restore Popery among us. In our fathers' days the gigantic
walls of Popery fell by the power of their faith, the perseverance of their
efforts, and the blast of their Gospel trumpets; and now there are some
who would rebuild that accursed system upon its old foundations. 0
Lord, be pleased to thwart their unrighteous endeavours, and pull down
every stone which they build. It should be a serious business with us to be
thoroughly purged of every error which may have a tendency to foster
the spirit of Popery, and when we have made a clean sweep at home we
should seek in every way to oppose its all too rapid spread abroad in the
church and in the world. This last can be done in secret by fervent
prayer, aJ,ld in public by decided testimony. We must warn with
judicious boldness those who are inclined towards the errors of Rome;
we must instruct the young in the Gospel truth, and tell them of the black
doings of Popery in the olden times. We must aid in spreading the light
more thoroughly through the land-, for priests, like owls, hate daylight. ,
Are we doing all we can for Jesus and the Gospel? If not, our negli
gence plays into the hands of priestcraft. What are we doing to spread
the Bible, which is the Pope's bane and poison? Are we casting abroad
good, sound Gospel writings? Luther once said, .. The devil hates
goose quills," and, doubtless, he has good reason, for ready writers, by
the Holy Spirit's blessing have done his kingdom much damage. If the
thousands who will read this short word this night will do all they can to
hinder the rebuilding of this accursed Jericho. the glory shall speed
among the sons of men. Reader, what can you do? What will you do?

[0 ye of God's people, who are scattered among differentdenomina
. tions, will ye not take beed to tbis word of' warning?-The' Editor of
The Gospel Magazine.]
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THOUGHTS ON THE PLAGUE OF THUNDER AND HAIL.

a And the Lord sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along
upon the ground,. and the Lord rained hail upon the land of
Egypt. So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very
grievous, such as there was none like it in all the land of Egypt

since it became.a nation.n-ExoDus ix., 23, 24.

ONE of the ten plagues was a plague of "very grievous hail,"
such as had not been experienced in Egypt since its foundation.
The record of this plague suggests teaching necessary for the
times in which we now live.

In the first place we need to notice that the plague of hail was
divinely sent. "The Lord sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran
along upon the ground ; and the Lord rained hail upon the land
of Egypt."

We often hear people saying, "What beastly weather we are
~aving." If they realised that all weather is God's weather, they
surely would not describe any of it as "beastly" in character.
If we are guided by Scripture we shall fully recognise that all the
various kinds of weather are the result of divine power and
sovereignty. All things He worketh after the counsel of His Own
will. "Fire and hail; snow, and vapours; stormy wind fulfilling
His Word." It is our Father in heaven Who maketh His sun to
rise on the evil and- on the good, and sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust." He says, "Hast thou entered into the
treasures of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures of the
hail, which I have reserved against the time of trouble, against
the day of battle and war?" We have recently been passing
through one of the severest winters in our history. Immense
quantities of snow have fallen and these have been followed by
floods almost unprecedented in our history. His ice, His snow,
His wind have obeyed His word and visited us with all the
damage and loss which this severe experience has brought to us.

But why have these things happened? The only Scriptural
answer surely is that God has been judging us as a nation for
our national and ecclesiastical sins. God sent messengers to
Pharaoh bidding him to let His people go, but he answered,
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"Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice? I know not
the Lord, neither will I let Israel go." It was Pharaoh's rebellion

against the most high God which brought upon him and his
people the ten plagues. God spoke to us loudly in the late
terrible war, but we failed to listen to His voice. He has been
speaking to us again in the terrible experiences of recent months.
It may truly be said that some of our trials are due to human
failure, but God uses the failures of leaders to punish a nation
for its sins. Despite all God's chastisements there are still no
signs of repentance on th,e part of the' nation at large. Of the
majority it may truly be said, "There is no fear of God before
their eyes." How little there is of reverence for God's name,
His Word, and His day., Romish and Modernistic error abound
in the Churches, but there is no returning to pure Bible truth,
to simplicity of worship, and unworldly methods of carrying on
the Lord's work. 'the words of the psalmist need to be shouted
from the housetops, "To-day if ye will hear His voice, harden
not your hearts" (Psalm xcv., 7, 8). The plague of hail was
mingled with mercy. An oportunity was given for men and
cattle to be removed from the field ere the plague came. Those
who failed to take advantage of this opportunity perished. What
mercy has been mingled with the terrible experiences through
which we 'as a nation have been passing. Many indeed have
been, and still are, the mercies of our long-suffering God.

This terrible plague had only a temporary effect. Pharaoh
acknowledged that he had sinned and that his people were
wicked. The Lord in mercy then caused the thunders and the
hail to cease. When, however, Pharaoh saw that the hail and
thunders had ceased he sinned yet more, he and his servants, and
he refused to obey God's voice. Further judgments were sent
and at last when all the firstborp. of Egypt were slain, then Israel
were allowed to leave Egypt. Judgments, however, apart from

,the operation of the Spirit of God, do not lead to repentance.
Hence Pharaoh again hardened his heart and pursued after
Israel. Then came the word of the Lord through Moses, "Fear
ye not; stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, which He
will show you to-day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen
to-day, ye shall see them again no. more for ever." Then "the
sea covered them: they sank as lead in the mighty waters." Let
us remember, that "though hand join in hand the wicked shall
not be unpunished."
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As a nation we have 'been exalted to heaven with great
spiritual and temporal privileges. Our sins, however, have been
mighty and manifold, and at the present time we seem to be
wandering further and further away from the God to Whom we
owe all our temporal and spiritual blessings. Our Lord's solemn
words addressed to Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum need to
be laid to heart. He said, "Woe unto thee, Chorazin! Woe
unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done
in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago in sack cloth and ashes. But I say unto you,
it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judg
ment, than for you. And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted
unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty
works, which have been done in 'thee, had been done in Sodo~,

it would have remain~d until this day. But I say unto you, that
it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of
judgment than for thee" (Matt. xi., 21-24).

Our history tells us of the rise of the British Empire. Will the
time ever come when history will have tq tell of THE RISE AND

FALL OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE? That is a solemn question. Yet
are we not in grave danger of a terrible fall. May God in His
infinite mercy save us !

Whittington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn,

Norfolk.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

A SOUL-DESTROYING DOCTRINE

IF you read over the Homilies' of the Church, if you read over the fathers
of the Church, if you read the works of the good old Bishops that were
publish~d a hundred years' ago, you will there find the Gospel of Christ
preached, and the true doctrine of our Church. But since that time, I
mean in the last century; our clergy have been gradually departing
more and more from our doctrines, articles and homilies, so that at
length there was scarce a clergyman to be found but who preached
contrary to the articles he subscribed. And almost all the sermons that
have been published in the last century, both by Bishops and Curates, are
full of that soul-destroying doctrine, that we are to be justified partly by
our own works, and partly by' Christ's merits.-(John Berridge, of
Eveston, in a letter to a clergyman, dated July 3rd, 1758).
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~ilgrim ~aper6.

WELLSPRINGS

.. Th}} statutes have been m}} songs. in the house of m}} pilgrimage."
-Ps. cxix. 54).

WHAT a wonderful Psalm is this from which our text is taken! It was
probably written by David himself. and therein' he is led to set out the
exceeding excellency of the Word of God. as also his joy in having
been taught in it to his soul's salvation and daily benefi t. .. The Word
of God is represented by various terms, all o·f which in this particular
Psalm have much the same meaning-law. statutes. ~recepts. command
ments. judgments. ordinances. righteousness. testimonies. They are often
used in different senses (Ps. xix. 7-9) but here they signify, all alike.
the revealed way and will of Cod" (Slade).

Every student of the Psalm will have noticed that it is divided into
twenty-two equal portions. I:-eing as many as there are letters in the
Hebrew alphabet. Also, I have read somewhere that each portion IS

marked with its particular letter. and every verse in that portion. in the
original, begins with the same letter. Thus the first portion is entitled
Aleph and every verse of it begins with the letter Aleph; the second is
entitled Beth and every verse begins with Beth. and so on. What
wonders there are in this precious Book. and no wonder David would
exclaim out of a full heart of joy... 0 how love I Thy law; it is my
meditation all the day." How better could the child of God be
employed, and what need thus to be employed in these hectic days of
rush and counter-claims and .. with thronging duties pressed"! Our
souls need to get ·away from all these trivialities. turn aside. sit down
and ponder the precious truths in this infallible Book of Life. if they
would find their strength renewed, and the joy and rejoicing of their
heart in finding Him to Whom· the whole of the precious Scriptures
points. Even in this Psalm alone. from which our text is taken. we find
as some writer has said. .. a divine poem. of great length; of elaborate
structure; of incomparable beauty in which we have a photograph of the
Holy Child, perhaps in a period of life, of which not a glimpse is given
in the Gospels from twelve to thirty years of age; from the end of Luke ii.
to the beginning of chapter iii. Thus eighteen years have been passed
over in silence. What if Psalm cxix. reveals this period! " (P. H.
Cosse). But anyhow we have full proof herein that the Lord's people
are a blessed people (1), a seeking people (10). a seeing people (18).
they are lovers of God's ways (29). His words (30), they are taught of
the Holy Spirit to desire to walk according to His word (35), they are
comforted by it (49). they are afHicted in mercy (67). they are hopers
in His word (74). they are quickened by the word (107). the word i.,
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their safety and hiding place (114), they are lovers of the word (-140),
they are made to rejoice in it (162), and that word teaches them that
they must needs be a praying people (169-176). Thus they seek and
long and pant for the livin~ God, and find Him to their soul's alone joy
and satisfaction.

.. Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage."
It was by grace constraining his heart that the sweet Psalmist of Israel
could say, .. 0 Lord, how love I Thy law; it is my meditation all the
day." And not only his meditation, but the ground of his songs also.
Herein we have the sweet secret of David's heart being brought into
gracious captivity and obedience to the law of his God. For as the civil
law is set up in a state or a country for the checking of evil, the exponent
of wrong, and the well-being of the inhabitants, so God sets up His
gracIous law of obedience in the hearts of His people and they are
brought into willingness to obey and humbly to- desire to follow Him and
to .. hate the evil apd love the good" and do the things that please Him.
So the renewed child of God is brought to walk at liberty and under
no legal bondage, with his heart enlarged and his steps unstraitened and
his sorrow only that his love is so cold and faint and fickle, but with
fervent longings to love Him more. Thus we see how David had learned
the sweet and secret art of turning those .. statutes" into .. songs," and
to know the blessedness of those who 'know and keep His command
ments. Meanwhile, he, and all the members of the redeemed family,
learn-, and have learned, that they are but .. pilgrims and strangers upon
earth." They are on pilgrimage and .. declare pla.inly" by their lips
and lives that they are hastening through this wilderness world, and
finding the God of all grace, their promised and all-sufficient Portion,
a God always at hand to care and to provide for them, and to help and
strengthen them and bless them; so that songs of praise are found in their
hearts, in all their dessert toils, to the God of the promises, Who would
always have His people lean hard upon Him -and remember that every
step is a step nearer Home and rest, and that .. as surely as He over
came, and triumphed once for you, so surely you, who love His name,
shall triumph in Him too." May we. each be brought to this enviable
place of submission and humility at His feet, seek more and more the
grace of praise and testimony to the faithfulness and abiding love of our
God, even when He has seen fit to cross all our plans, blast our schemes,
and disappoint our hopes, that our sighs may be turned into sanctified
songs, and He, the alone and altogether worthy One, get all the glory
out of His laws abiding in our hearts and drawing out songs of praise in
this, the house of our pilgrimage. The statutes of the Lord, observed
and delighted in by His people, in this the house of their pilgrimage, will
bring them into .. a closer walk with God " which is their souls' desire,
and consequently a gracious understanding of His win and ways for
them, to their peace and happiness in His glory.

R.
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~trmon6 anb ~ott6 of ~trmon6.

THE BURNT OFFERING

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE MR. JOHN HAZELTON
(SECRETARY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY), AT

STREATLEY HALL, LONDON, N.W.

" An'd he shall puf his hand up.on the head of the burnt offering; and it
,shall be accepted for him, to ma-qe atonement for him."
-LEV. i. 4, 5.

THE Book of Leviticus contains a series of very blessed illustrations of
the Gospel of our God, of the Person and of the work of the Lord Jesus
Christ. When we are enabled prayerfully . to read it with a spiritual
eye, by the side -of the gospel as recorded in the New Testament, and in
the light of the Epistle to the Hebrews, we are favoured to become
somewhat instructed - in the things that make for our eternal peace.
It is Jehbvah Himself who is speaking in nearly every verse of this book.
I would draw your attention first, ere we pass on, to the very heart of the
subject, to the place where the contents of the Book of Leviticus were
spoken.

The Lord had been speaking to the people from Mount Sinai. When
When God spake to the people thence the" voice of the trumpet waxed
louder and louder," the earth trembled and shook, the whole mountain
was in a smoke; no beast might touch it. The people were afraid lo
draw near, and even Moses said, "I exceedingly fear and quake .. ;
because when God spake from Mount Sinai, from that fiery mount went
forth God's fiery and unalterable Law. But here, in this book, we have
Jehovah not speaking from Sinai, but calling unto Moses and speaking
to him out of the tabernacle of the congregation. The scene and the
standing ground are absolutely changed. The tabernacle was God's
dwelling-place in grace. The tabernacle, its courts, altar and sacrifices,
were all constituted to set forth the way of a poor sinner's access unto
God. In the tabernacle we see tlie inflexible holiness of God, even that
inflexible holiness which shone in blinding glory upon Sinai, united with
perfect grace, God's glory and holiness united with His grace; the
tabernacle setting forth the Person and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the offerers setting forth the approach of poor sinners unto Him.
Therefore the burden of the book of Leviticus is good news and glad
tidings to the ear and to the heart of every sensible sinner-redemption
through blood and access unto God.

Now I would point out next that whilst the tabernacle-significant of
Jesus Christ-was the place whence Jehovah spoke encouraging and
gracious words to poor sinners, the five great offerings are set forth in the
Book of Leviticus in a special order. In the first chapter (which we have
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before us) there is the Burnt Offering; in the second chapter the Meat
Offering; in the third, the Peace Offering; in the fourth the Sin Offering;
and in the fifth the Trespass Offering; all five offerings setting forth the
perfection and the suitability of the one glorious Christ in His Person and
in His work for the hungry and thirsty souls of poor needy sinners.

God speaks, and He begins with the Burnt Offering. God speaks,
and He leaves off with the Trespass Offering. God leaves·off where the
poor sinner begins. God starts with the Burnt Offering, that is, with the
perfection" with the infi.nite devotedness of the Lord Jesus Christ to His
honour and to His glory in the salvation of men; but when God begins
to deal with the soul of a sinner, he starts with the Trespass Offering.
God starts with the Burnt Offering, the sinner with the Trespass Offering,
and he is then led up from one offering to another.

Let me try to explain. When the first arrow of conviction-and this
is the beginning of all real religion-when that arrow enters the soul,
immediately there are deep searchings of conscience with regard to sins
that have actually been committed. We begin with the Trespass
Offering, the trespass being a definite act of sin-trespass unfolded under
various titles in the subsequent chapters of this book. Hence the Apostle
Paul said... I had not known lust except the law had said, Thou shalt
not covet" (Rom. vii. 7). The apostle begins with that trespass, the
sin of covetousness; it- was the opening up to him of the sin of covetous-
ness that caused him to know what lust or concupiscence was in the sight
of a holy God.

But then, as divine teaching goes on, not only does an enlightened
memory see that every page of the past life has been stained with number
less trespasses, but the sinner begins to feel there must be a secret spring
for all this. God's people, as they grow older, say with one accord,
.. We feel ourselves to become worse and worse; we know more of the
evils of our own wretched hearts than when we first began." Speaking
for myself, I had no idea I was so utterly and horribly wicked as subse
quent discoveries have shown me to be. Now comes the Sin Offering.
First the T resspass and then the Sin Offering. The Sin Offering in its
nature and uses is set forth by the Apostle Paul where he speaks of the
.. exceeding sinfulness of sin." How is it these trespasses are continually
blotting and staining the pages of my life? .Because they have a root, a
fountain; because their branches spring from one root; because they are
bitter streams flowing from one fountain. And what is that root? It is
the flesh, not something in you, but the flesh itself; not the material tissues
of which our bodies are composed; the word" flesh" signifies that fallen
and depraved nature which I inherit from my first father, Adam. .. But
Lord, I did not know, and I have not discovered till quite recently, in
large measure, the nature of my own sinfulness." Now comes the Sin
Offering; it is for the sin of ignorance. A precious Christ is not only the
Trespass Offering, our precious and glorious Christ is the great Sin
Offering. On Him was judged the sin of our nature, the inward
depravity from which the trespasses are continually flowing. .. I find;"
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says the apostle, .. that in me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good
thing" (Rom. vii. 18). It is one thing to say this, and it is a totally
different thing to discover it for yourself. I do pray that all these truths
may be brought home to your consciences, that you may not simply come
and say, .. The truth is preached here, the doctrines of grace are set forth
here." I hope and believe and know' that according as God gives me
light, the truth, the doctrines of grace, are set forth; but what is the use
of it unless your conscience is affected, and you are brought into the place
which I am attempting to describe? Trespass first-a definite act of
sin; sin in its essence next-the Sin Offering.

What is the next offering? The Peace Offering, where the poor
sinner who has had the kiss of forgiveness, the poor sinner whose tres
passes have been forgiven him by his Father Who is in heaven, the poor
sinner who rests upon Christ the Sin Offering, knows something of what
it is to commune with God in Christ-that is the Peace Offering. Read
the history of it; and you will find the Peace Offering was an act of
communion, typically setting forth a holy God and the hell deserving
sinner brought nigh by the precious blood of Christ.

The next offering is the Meat Offering, and what does that signify?
Our precious, glorious Christ in the infinite perfection of His nature fed
upon by the poor sinner.

Then we come to the Burnt Offering, which forms the subject of our
meditation this morning. Christ the Burnt Offering. What is that?
Christ Godward, Christ manward, a precious Christ offering Himself
without spot unto God. . This is set forth first by the unblemished
character of the victim that was to be offered upon the altar of Burnt
Offering. The victim was absolutely to be consumed upon that altar.
All the inwards parts-no blemish discovered therein-all consumed
upon that altar. In other words we have here the perfection of our
blessed Lord's devotedness to His Father and to His God. .. Lo I come,
in the volume of the Book it is written of Me; I delight to do Thy will,
o My God" (Psa. xl. 7, 8). .

Behold our glorious Lord as our great Burnt Offering! Here are
texts that set Him forth. .. He became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross." Here is another, .. He steadfastly set His face to go
to Jerusalem." Here is another, .. I have a baptism to be baptised with,
and how am I straitened until it be accomplished." And on that awful
journey from Gethsemane to Calvary, we hear the Lord saying, .. The
Clip which My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it?" Here is
Christ absolutely devoted to God as the sinner's Representative; abso
lutely devoted to God as the great Burnt Offering which satisfied in all
its fullness the infinite and inflexible demands of the holiness of Jehovah
the Father.

Now may God the Holy Ghost expound this to us with living power,
so that this morning we may be helped and encouraged as we have a
view of the great antitypical Burnt Offering, even of our blessed Lord
Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of the Father, in the perfection of His
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Person, in the perfection of His work, and in the perfection of His
supply.

Let us look at the fourth verse as setting forth the offerer, and then at
the fifth as setting forth the Sacrifice.

First, the offerer. .. And he shall put his hand upon the head of the
Burnt Offering; and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for
him." Now this is present tru~h, dear friends. When we turn to
Leviticus we are not turning to an antiquated record of Jewish customs,
but we turn to the words of God the Holy Ghost. If we desire to be
scribes well instructed in the things that make for our eternal peace, it
behoves us to seek that we may have light given to us with regard to the
types recorded for us here. Our text to-day touches the "Vitals of
godliness. There are some things that are important for our well being,
and they are necessary to be brought forward in the ministry of the Word.
But there are other things which are absolutely essential to our very being
and to our soul's salvation. Now I speak to you this morning not upon
that which is important for your well being, but upon that which is
essential to your very being as a sinner hoping in the mercy of God in
Christ. And what are the essentials that are set forth here? The blood
of Christ and faith therein. Here are two essentials, without which no
man or woman here can ever enter into the presence of God with joy.

First of all, then, in relation to the offerer, this cardinal truth stands
out-c.onfession of sin. Where is that to be seen? In the verse to which
I have drawn attention. .. He shall put ~is hand upon the head of the
Burnt Offering." Wherever you read in the Levitical dispensation of the
hand being laid upon the head of the offering, there you may always see
the figure of confession of sin. Sin is implied; sin is expressed in all the
offerings of the Levitical dispensation. In the Burnt, the Meat, the
Peace, the Sin and the Trespass Offerings, sin is either expressed or
implied, and your religion is no~ of God's giving if it has not in it a
realisation and confession of sin. The offerer was to put his hand upon
the head of the Burnt Offering-not a light and passing touch; each
offerer was to lean the whole weight of his person, through his hand, upon
the head of the sacrifice which he had brought to the door of the
Tabernacle of the congregation. The touch which a poor sinner has of
the Lord Jesus is the touch of one who is consciously guilty. The hand
was laid upon the head of the Burnt Offering; the soul, the mind, the
spirit, your inner man, leans all its weight upon the Person of the Christ
of God. 0 what an infinite mercy it is when a self-condemned sinner
says with an aching heart, leaning upon the record that God has given to
us here of His Own dear Son, .. Have mercy upon me, 0 God, accord
ing to thy lovingkindness."

What is the measure of God's mercy? His lovingkindness. What is
the measure of His lovingkindness? The gift of His well beloved and
only begotten Son as the great and glorious Burnt Offering, devoting
Himself body, soul and spirit to the honour and to the glory of His
Father and His God. .. Unto you therefore which believe"-that
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means, unto you therefore which have laid your hand upon the Head of
. the Burnt Offering-unto you therefore who can say,

". On Christ the solid Rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand " ;

.. Unto you therefore which believe. He is precious." Precious! What
does that mean? Without price-priceless; so great and so valuable as
to be unable from a human point of view to be estimated. "Unto you
therefore which believe He is precious." We sometimes learn from little
children, and I remember some time ago reading of a child who was
asked if she could give the meaning of the word "precious." She
thought for a minute. and then said, "It means this; Father says of
Mother again and again, • She is so precious, whatever should we do
without her? ." And the child said, .. That means that she is precious."
Transfer this to your glorious Lord. "Unto you therefore which believe
He is precious," whatever should we do without Him! Where would
be a feuntain and spring whence our peace and pardon should come?
" Unto you therefore which believe, He is precious." Lord Jesus, I
cannot do without Thee. The offerer shall bring his offering and shall
lay his hand upon the head of the Burnt Offering, and there confess his
Sin.

" My faith would lay her hand
On that dear head of Thine,

While like a penitent I stand,
And there. confess my sin."

Now look again. Is not the glorious Gospel here? Confession!
And what else? Covering. "But," you say, "there is nothing about
covering in the 4th verse." Yes there is, but another word is used for
it, i.e. atonement-" to make atonement for him." The learned tell us
the Hebrew word translated here " atonement" is the same as that used
for .. covering"; the same word that is used when in connection with the
Ark which Noah wa~ commanded to build, we read it was pitched or
covered within and without. Now here stands the offerer with his hand
upon the head of the Burnt Offering, and God the Holy Ghost says
here, " it shall make atonement for him." In other words, it shall cover,
it shall cover that poor sin-stricken offerer. What is the atonement of
the Lord Jesus Christ? It is the covering which He hath wrought for
a poor offerer. At the cross of Calvary, with confession of sin, with
reliance of soul upon the Person and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ.
God says here the offerer is covered by the blood. He is covered by the
righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ; He is covered by the perfectness
of Him Who is the Father's delight and in Whom He is well pleased.

The offerer was to bring the offering of his own voluntary will. Our
blessed Lord (looking at Him for a moment as the Offerer), our blessed
Lord came voluntarily as well as in connection with covenant engage
ments. He came voluntarily to do His Father's will. and to glorify
Him.
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Have you noticed that in this first chapter, three times is the Burnt
Offering described as .. of a sweet savour"? Now here is a pOor sinner
at the cross. Under the cross, looking unto, resting upon Jesus, he is
covered with the sweet savour of Christ as the Burnt Offering. He is
covered with the righteousness of Him Who fulfilled the law and made
it honourable. He is covered with the precious blood that was shed for
his redemption. He says at the cross, .. I deserved eternal punishment,
but I lean wholly upon Christ the Burnt Offering."

Confession! Confession means covering. What else is set forth
here? A cceptcmce. .. It shall be accepted for him to make atonement
for him." What was accepted in the case of a godly Israelite? Doubt
less he came again and again with weeping, but his tears did not constitute
his acceptance. He came again and again with this, that and the other,
but nothing that he could bring could constitute his acceptance. He
might have a very trembling hand as he laid it upon the head of the
Burnt Offering. I am ,quite sure a multitude of them had. Why?
Because they felt their sins, and sin makes a man tremble. But though
the hand might shake, with all the weight that they could throw into that
hand they leaned upon the head of the Burnt Offering, and they stood
accepted because of the Burnt Offering, because of the sweet savour,
because of the sprinkled blood, because of the righteousness which is
.. unto all and upon all them that believe."

But some were more accepted than others? Not a bit of it! \Vherc
can you find it? There were some who brought an offering of the herd,
that is a bullock-a fairly well~to-do man was such. Some brought an
offering of the flock. a sheep or a lamb-he also had command of means
sufficient. But if the Burnt Offering were of fo~ls, turtle-doves, or
young pigeons, the poorest could get those. If the offerer could not get <:

bullock, a lamb, or even turtle-doves, he could at least get young pigeon~.
Whether he stood there with the pigeons or a bullock. he was accepted.
Here we have taught to us that there are no -degrees of acceptance. God
counts Head and member one-one in life, one in justification. one in
righteousness. I grant you there are measures of enjoyment. I grant
you there is. I was going to say, an almost infinite scale of degrees of
knowledge, but no' degrees of acceptance. Oh, this is your mercy, poor
sinner! Are you at the cross? are your conceptions so feeble that you
can only bring the pigeons ? Yet you stand accepted equally with one
who is able to -speak with some measure of assurance of Christ as the
complete and glorious Sacrifice for sin.

Now see. there is transference from the sinner to the sinner's Substitute.
Here it was transference by type and figure. It was all typical. but now
see, Jehovah hath appointed His Own dear Son as the BurntOffering;the
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all. - God has transferred it. .
Oh this is very blessed! We have here the Antitype. and not the type.
God has transferred the whole of the sins of His Church and people to
the Head and Person of Jehovah Jesus. our great and glorious Substitute.
Now the poor sinner. made willing in the day of God's power, comes
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voluntarily to the Cross, voluntarily to the door of the Tabernacle, and
there confesses his sins and his inKJuities upon the head of the Lord Jesus
Christ in all His perfectness as our great and glorious Burnt Offering.

But you say, there is faith. Yes, but faith is one of the" things that
accompany salvation," and because the Lord laid on our precious Christ
the load of your sins and iniquities, He has given to you faith accompany
ing the salvation which has been accomplished in its entirety on Calvary'5
tree, and which is handed over to the people by God as they are brought
nigh.

Lastly, there is in the 5th verse the sacrifice-blood-shedding. The
bullock should be killed, or in the case of birds, the head should be
wrung off and the blood sprinkled round about the altar. Blood-shedding
was absolutely essential or there 'could be no way of access. The fact
that the offering was unblemished was a qualification for atonement, but
it was not atonement. Christ in His Person, apart from His shed blood,
is not atonement. Christ as an example would not meet the case of any
poor, guilty, hell-deserving sinner. Blood was essential to the sacrifice.
.. Without shedding of blood there is no remission." .. The blood is the
life," and a gospel which is not the Gospel of the shed blood is an
emasculated thing. Blood shed and sprinkled-that means life poured
out. In other words, Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Christ made a
curse, Christ spilling His precious blood to the very last drop, is the
atonement whereby the poor soul is saved. What say all the glorified?
.. Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His Own
blood." Sin is such a deadly thing that the blood of Him Who is God
could alone put it away.

What did death imply-the death of Christ? That He had borne
the pain and the loss, the ruin and the separation, and the overwhelming
that sin brings. That He had borne the actual sentence which God
pronounces on sm.

.. He bore on the tree, the sentence for me,
And now both the Surety and sinner are free."

Does conscience condemn? There is only one remedy for the troubled
conscience, and that is the applied. blood of Christ. Nothing else can
quiet the conscience; notning else can calm the storm. It is a mercy
when at the altar of Burnt Offering you, as a poor sinner, looking upon
the LQrd of life and glory, can say, .. Lord, it is enough." God says at
that altar, .. It is enough for Me." Poor sinner, is it not enough for you?
Yes, you say, but I want all this brought home. I know you do, and so
do 1, and we have it brought home to us again and yet again by the power

. of the Holy Spirit, but remember, your acceptance does not stand in the
work of the Holy Ghost within you, but in the covering of the sweet
savour of the sacrifice of Calvary.

The Burnt Offering was such a great 'one. In His covenant character
Christ did not suffer as a private individual, but as the representative
Man, hence the words, .. The Lord hath brought again from the dead
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the great Shepherd of the sheep. by the blood of the everlasting
covenant." Accepted in that character. and in that'capacity. May God
the Holy Ghost then give to us blessed views of the holy. holy. holy
Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. God and Man in one ·Person. Oh sure
I am that every drop of blood that that incomparable. ineffable glorious
One shed-God manifest in the flesh-made an incomparably majestic
recompense to the honour of eternal Justice. Sure I am that His merits
were infinite merits. Hal!elujah, to the Lamb that was slain! our hope.
our solace. our glory. our victory. Joseph Hart shall end these remarks
this morning.

.. Come then. repenting sinner. come,
Approach with humble faith,

Owe what thou wilt. the total sum
Is cancelled by His death.

His blood can cleanse the blackest soul
And wash our guilt away,

He shall present us sound and whole
In that tremendous day."

SURELY I COME QUICKLY

This message flashes on from age to age;
I read it on the forehead of the years;
I see it shining on the radiant- gates
Of God's Own promises. Faith reads the words
Upon the sands of time. and beaming bright
Within the heaven of the love of God.
Earth was most beautiful when radiance
Of bright angelic hosts made pale the stars
That shone on Bethlehem in that glad night
When Christ was born. Their flashing brightness flung
A golden glory over all those fields.
Those heralds of the Christ made beautiful
The quiet eastern skies with Heaven's own rays.
The splendour of Christ's Church when glorified.
And rising into Heaven. will far transcend
All other glories that this world has known.
What will it be to dwell with ransomed souls!
Haste on. fleet hours. till Christ the Lord shall come!
What brightness shines before the eyes of faith!
What voices wait to' welcome us above!
The hope of Christ's Return shall glad our souls
Until we see the glory of His Face.

-T. PITTAWAY.
Rodden Rectory, Frome, Somerset. '
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~Ut ~oung jJollu,' ~agt.

THE VOICE OF THE BELOVED

How many brothers and sisters have you? Many children in these days
must answer two or three at the most; but there was a time not very long
ago when families were much larger. Mary Winslow, for example, who
had ten children, was not unusual among mothers; but such a family
must have been a serious charge. Mary herself was an only child, but
she was a person of strong character and much determination. - Brought
up in the West Indies amidst much wealth, she made a marriage without
the consent -of her parents with an Army officer before she was eighteen.
It was a dreadful thing to do, but after her parents were reconciled to
their daughter the union became a very successful one. The story of
her conversion some years later, I have already told in this magazine; it
is of a later experience that I want to teH you now. Her husband wa5
also brought to know Christ, and he seems to have sympathised entirely
with her heavenly ambitions, though it is evident that Mary herself was
the stronger character.

By_ the time that Mary was forty there came a change in her circum
stances.' Captain Winslow made some very unwise investments with
their money; they lost a large part of their income, and found that urgent
economies must be made. It was decided that the family could live
much more cheaply in America. Mary, always the more active partner,
arranged to cross the Atlantic first with all the children, so that she could
prepare a home for her husband. He meanwhile was left to wind up
their affairs at home.

Mary, then aged forty-one, which is really quite young for a grown
up, set out from Gravesend with the ten children, eight of them boys.
The eldest Was a boy of twenty, the youngest a little baby girl. I suppose
there were no great liners like the" Queen Elizabeth .. in those days, for
we are told that the mother and children occupied the whole of the cabin
accommodation, though there were a few other passengers on board.
Mary was always most earnest in seeking to bring up her children in the
fear of the Lord, and her longing prayer was that each of them might
be numbered among the children of God. Throughout the voyage she
took family prayers as usual, and continued all her plans for teaching and
helping the children as if they had still been at home.

When the p~rty reached New York, they were greeted by kind
friends, and it was not many weeks before they were comfortably settled

- in a new home. I think if I had been Mary I should have been tempted
to think that I had managed very well so far; but if Mary had at any
time indulged such thoughts of pride, the Lord did not long leave her in
such a state. Very soon -after the family had settled down, whilst they
were looking forward to Captain Winslow's coming, they were struck by
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sudden calamity; the baby girl fell ill and died. It was a great grief to
lose the precious baby; but before the little thing was buried, far worse
sorrow engulfed poor Mary. News suddenly arrived that her husband
was dead! He had previously passed through serious illness, which had
left him delicate; and now a sudden attack had carried him off, just as he
was about to leave England to join, his waiting wife and children.

What an overwhelming blow was this to Mary! Though she had
no doubt that her husband and little child were safely with Christ, she
was crushed by the sense of her lo!,s, and for a time was completely cast
down. It was a season of great darkness. Her conscience accused her of
having been too hasty in going ahead of her husband; she felt that she
had thought more of their money necessities than she should have done.
Perhaps if she had stayed at home none of these things would have
happened! Perhaps she would have still be rejoicing in her living
husband and child! Sorrow is often darkened ~ such thoughts, all the
more bitter for the truth in them. It was a very sad time, though she
was not forsaken; kind friends ministered to her, bringing words of ever
lasting consolation, and gleams of light' broke across her darkened path.

One day Mary sent one of the children, a boy of ten, across the river
with a servant on an errand of busniess. She was in a low, nervous state,
and when the boy did not return at the appointed time she became very
anxious. The hours passed on and still there was no return. Mary,
filled with fears and forebodings, spent the time walking up and down
her room, outwardly calm, but all the time crying upon her God. I
suppose she felt she just could not face further sorrow. ,The time came
for the last boat to cross the river; it arrived, but without the wanderer.
Mary then decided to send another boy to search for his brother, though
I expect it tore her heart to let another child out of her sight. It was
late at night when the whole party returned; the first boy had missed the
way, ana his brother had met him. The mother's relief was great; but
long after all the household weT(~ in bed, she remained, sleepless. The
anxiety of the day seemed to show her all too plainly how unable, how
unfit she was, all alone, to take care of nine children. She could not
watch over even their physical welfare as she wished; how could she
bring them up in the fear of God? -She tossed and turned restlessly,
praying for help and comfort; but she seemed uRable to take hold of any
of the promises. The night was nearly spent, and a faint light was
beginning to show in the east, when a voice suddenly spoke to Mary's

'heart, so clearly that it was as if the Speaker was beside her in the room:
.. I will be a Father to thy fatherless children." Mary knew the Voice;
she cried out aloud, .. 0 Lord, be Thou the Father of the fatherless! ..
She was filled at once wit~ awe and rejoicing; all her care was gone.
The Lord Himself was present with her in that lonely room; how could
she be afraid? She fell asleep, and awoke with new life.

From that hour the burden was lifted. Mary never wholly lost the
impression of that night. Her terrible depression passed away; she
recovered her usual healthy tone, and she cheerfully took up the task ot'
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bringing up her family. She fully believed, and never faltered in the
belief, that in pledging Himself to be the Father of her fatherless children
in this world, the Lord had bound Himself also to be their heavenly
Father., Never man spake like unto this Man! Speak, Lord, unto us
also, that we may hear Thy voice, and live before Thee.

DAMARIS.

CINEMAS DEFILING GOD'S DAY!

By AL'LISTER W. SMITH, RA.
(From the .. Lord's Da)) Magazine ").

THE Cinema Industry is mainly in the hands of worldly people.
producing the type of film which makes the biggest profit. This as a rule
is the Sex Film-which always draws the crowd.

The Industry (covering the making, distribution and showing of
Films) is part of the world system. Because the Church has conformed
to the world in so many directions (dancing, whist drives, cinemas,
Sunday pleasuring, etc:), it has largely lost its testimony and its influence,
like Lot in Sodom. The Bishop of Warrington said not long ago:
.. Worldliness has so invaded the Church that there is little dijference
between many professing Christians and the People of the World."

The majority of films are not fit for Christians to see. They give
false standards of life, and stress sex. crime, violence, divorce, etc. You
would not go to- the muck-heap to find food for the body; why go there
to find food for the mind? Magistrates, schoolmasters, social workers
and religious leaders attribute much juvenile delinquency to the influence
of the cinema.

Sunday cinemas are a menace. In many cities there are more people
in the cinemas on Sundays than in the churches. The industry is defiling
God's Holy Day. Not content with opening for adults, cinemas too
often lure children from Sunday Schools in their greed for gold, and
fiercely oppose attempts made by Christian deputations to have children
under 16 banned from Sunday cinemas. One might expect the cinema
industry to show its best and clea~est films on Sundays. but this sacred
day is frequently chosen to show sensational and unholy films.

Some claim they only see the good films. But it is not easy to know
beforehand what is a good film. One cannot rely on advertisements, or
even on Press reports. Many of the religious films are Roman Catholic
propaganda. "Major Barbara" was a caricature of the Salvation
Army.

What do others feel about the modern cinema? A headmaster,
writing in the Dail)) Telegraph, February 28th, 1942, said: .. After
fifty years' experience in schools, I should say the increase in juvenile
crime dates from the introduction of the gangster type of film, glorifying

- .to the child mind ideas which had always been held repulsive. The
children of those days are the parents of to-day, and there is ample
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evidence that cinema ethics now supplant those of Christianity in many
homes."

As I tr~vel around Britain, I see crowds flocking to the cinemas on
Sundays. It is sad to see our -nation thus spending its Sabbaths-while
alas many Christians look on impotent and silent.

Happiness never comes to those who seek it as an end in itself. The
pleasures of the world do not satisfy. As they pour out of the cinemas,
the crowds look soul-huI)gry and dissatisfied. T rue Christians find their
joy in God, and in helping to make others happy.

It is painful to see children flocking to cinemas on Sunday afternoons.
We are breeding a nation 'Of pagans. Recently I asked a group of
children if they had been to Sunday School the previous Sunday. A few
had, but the majority had been to the cinema, where they paid one
shiiiing each to see Germans being killed. With the cinema replacing
the Sunday School, can we wonder at the grave increase of juvenile
delinquency that fills our Borstals, costs the nation millions of pounds,
and damns the children, body, mind and soul? Many children go two
and three times a week to the cinema. What sort of a nation are we
producing for -the future? How long can we survive? Do we deserve
to survive?

Britain is in a spiritual coma. The perils of war, the growing post
war unrest, the shadow of impending chaos fail to stop the mad rush after
pleasure. Britain, bankrupt through the war, spends £ 1,000,000,000
per annum on drink, gambling tobacco and cinemas. World crisis
deepens. Everywhere there are strikes, revolts, famines, distresses, inter~

national friction and rival propaganda. Moral standards have broken
down. A godless spirit seems to have taken possession of humanity.
The Bible calls this crisis .. distress of nations" . . . .. beginning of
sorrows." Surely Christians to-day should be praying. Yet the Bible
warns us that in these" perilous times" many will be worldly, lukewarm,
without any vision of th world's need.

Nothing but a Holy Ghost revival will bring a sense of sin, a fear of
God to this generation. This revival "must start among us Christians.
We must be broken at the Cross, and there find deliverance from all that
hinders. We must proclaim Christ by life and lip to this tragic world,
drifting swiftly to an awful abyss. There is no time to be lost. It is
Christ or chaos, revival or ruin for the modern world. .

LEAVE-TAKING

IT came as a sad ehock to Samuel to be thus addressed: "Behold thou
art old and thy sons walk not in thy ways, now make us a king to
judge us." This was the speech of which the elders of Israel thought
him worthy, who at God's command and direction had spent his life in
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their welfare. No wonder that" the thing displeased Samuel when they
said, give us a king to judge us." His reply is not recorded: his speech
had to be reserved for the ears of the Lord. .. And Samuel prayed unto
the Lord." Probably we would not be far out in our sugge~tions of part
at least of his outpourings-sorrow, disappointment, surprise with some
anger in it, I should think, over their thankless return for his devotion.
The Lord, as is His dear wont, listened to him, comforted him,
strengthened him and showed him how to take the matter up. Thus
inspired, he sent for the elders, told them they were to have their way
although it was a virtual rejection of Israel's God Himself. He told
them .. every whit" as in the night so long before when he said... Speak
Lord, for Thy :,ervant heareth." He went into the details of the change
they wished; the thing was not done in a day. In one of his later
speeches to them he ~alled them to witness and declare that his judgeship
had been one of uncorruptness. They allowed this; he had not defrauded
them., It was a negative sort of tribute, but Samuel returned it by
blessing them still, and assuring them that while he had his being he
would not cease to pray for them. And so he retired from the chief seat
of authority and went to his life-long home in Ramah. I (wonder if
during his closing days he learned to perfection to renounce all his
wonderful usefulness, learned to die-empty handed .. in faith." It is
a comfort to read that .. all Israel lamented him."

When Paul was taking leave of his Ephesian friends and brethren. he
sent for the elders of the Church and gave them a short address and a
charge. He was about to go .. bound in' spirit" to Jerusalem. He had
been with them for three years and a deep love united them. In words
so familiar he commended them to God, warned them of dangers ahead
of them, trials ahead for himself. but, unmoved, looked onwards and
upwards, remembering their dear Lord Jesus. With Samuel. Paul told
his friends that he had coveted none of their wealth; he had kept back
nothing of the truth; he had longed after them. And they all wept sore
at the thought that they should see his face never again.

The Lord needed not, when He was about to leave His disciples. to
ask them to justify Him. He" received not honour from men " in that
sense. His bitterest enemies could not convince Him of sin. He knew
that He did alway the things that pleased His Father. Now He was
about to leave them for a little while; He was to go to the Father. They
did not understand what He meant, and sorrow filled their hearts. They
could not accompany Him into the horror of darkness which the expiation
of their sin (and ours) brought Him into. But He said He would come
again and make them glad. His love did all this for them, and as He
said, He made them glad. His resurrection made them glad; His
ascension filled them with great joy, for amongst other untold raptures it
meant that soon where He was there they would be also.
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A ROMISH CANONISATION CEREMONY
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To canonise is to admit formally into a calendar or list of saints. The
Church of Rome claims to exercise this power, so that presumably no one
can be regarded. as a saint unless the Pope proclaims him or her as one
who is numbered amongst the saints of God. The Times of July 8th.
1946. contains an account of the canonisation of the Blessed Mother
Cabrini, the first American citizen to be made a saint. This canonisation
took place at St. Peter's, Rome. on Sunday morning, July 7th. The
ceremony, we are told, lasted nearly five hours, and was marked by
some ot' the most impressive ritual of the Roman Church. Mr. Myron
T aylor, representing President Truman, was among many distinguished
foreign personalities present, and the pilgrims of the Cabrini order came
from many parts of the world. Mother Cabrini died in 191 7, and thus,
according to the view of the Church of Rome, she has become a saint
within thirty years of her death. The Pope knew her personally, and at
the moment of the proclamation by the Pope of the new saint, the bells
of all the hundreds of churches in Rome began to peal. .

The question arises, What saith the Script;re concerning a ceremony
of this character?

1. First, it teaches that no church or leading member of a church is
authorised or has the power to make anyone a saint. In the New Testa
ment all believers without exception are called .. saints," or holy ones.
They are all washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. (See I. Cor. vi. 11). The Epistle
to the Romans is addressed .. to all that be in Rome, beloved of God,
called to be saints" (Rom. i. 7). Th~ Epistle to the Church at Corinth
is addressed .. unto the Church of God which is at Corinth, to them that
are sanctified in Christ Jesu~, called to. be saints" (I. Cor. i. 2). The
second Epistle to the Corinthians is addressed .. to the Church of God
which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia" (11.
Cor. i. 1). The Epistle to the Ephesians is addressed to the saints which
are at Ephesus, and to the failhful in Christ Jesus." All these were
.. chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world, that they should
be holy and without blame before Him in love" (Ephes. i. I, 4). They
did not owe their saintship to any church or pope. They were divinely
called, and chosen to be saints. It was the work of the Holy Ghost to
wash, sandify and justify them. They all owed their saintship to the
regenerating operation of the Holy Ghost. All who through divine grace
have faith in the merits of Christ, who have obtained precious faith ,in
Him, are the saints ,of God. They do not need a pope to canonise them.
They do not need an elaborate ritual, lasting nearly five hours, to bring
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them into the number of God's saints. They do not need the bells of
hundreds of churches to be sounded to proclaim the fact. They owe
their saintship to divine grace, mercy and power, and it is a saintship
which characterises them from the first moment of their being called out
of darkness into God's marvellous light.

2. Secondly, the New Testament teaches that saintship appertains
to all believers without exception. The custom of speaking of St. Paul,
or St. Peter or St. John has no warrant in Scripture. Paul speaks of
Peter and John, not St. Peter and St. John (Gal. ii. 9, ,11, 14). Peter
speaks of " our beloved brother Paul," not " our beloved Saint Paul"
(H. Peter iii. 15). The title of saint now commonly given to Paul,
Peter, John: Mark, Luke and Matthew, suggests that they were saints,
but other believers were not saints. That suggestion has no warrant in
Scripture. At the end of the Revised Version of the New Testament
there is a list of readings and renderings preferred by the American
Committee, and their first emendation says, "Strike out • S' (i.e.,
saint) from the title of the Gospels and from the heading of the pages."
The 'original manuscripts of the four Gospels do not pla'ce the word
" saint" before the names Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. It would
be a good thing if we all went back to Scripture as our complete guide
and teacher.

The list of God's saints is in the Lamb's Book of Life, and we
belie~e that thousands of those whom the Church of Rome burnt at the
stake are numbered now amongst God's saints in glory everlasting.

THE SIN OF REBELLION

" SON of Man, I send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation
that hath rebelled against Me: they and their fathers have transgressed
against Me, even unto this very day." In t~ese words the Lord describes
the rebelliousness of the children of Israel. They were guilty of rebellion
against the God Who had loved them, and chosen them to be His people.
The Lord had chosen them " to be a special people unto Himself, above
ail p,eople that are upon the face of the earth." He had done this
because He loved them. Yet they rebelled against Him. He had
redeemed them out of the house of bondmen, yet they rebelled against
Him. For forty years He had led them in the wilderness, pro'vided for
their needs, and protected them from their enemies, yet they rebelled
against Him. He had planted them according to His covenant promise
in the land of Canaan, so that they "possessed houses full of goods,
wells digged, vineyards, and olive-yards, and fruit trees in abundance."
", Nevertheless, they were disobedient, and rebelled against Thee," as
N ehemiah says, " and cast Thy law behind their backs, and slew Thy
prophets which testified against them to turn them to Thee, and they
wrought great provocations. " Over and over again the Lord had
delivered them from their enemies, and {nanifested towards them His
compassion, but they s~ill rebelled. When He sent His messengers to
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reprove them for their sins, and to tell them of their need of repentance,
.. they mocked the messengers of God, ilnd despised His words, and
misused His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against His
people, till there was no remedy." How solemn are the words, .. A
rebellious nation that hath rebelled against Me." Against their covenant
God .had they rebelled. Against Him Who had loved them, chpsen
them, redeemed them, guided them, provided for them, and protected
them they had rebelled. Despite all His loving kindnesses, His goodness,
His sympathy, and His compassion, they had rebelled against Him.
The character of their rebellion had been awful in the extreme. But
what about the duration of their rebellion? Hear the testimony of Moses
as to this. He says, .. Ye have been rebellious against the Lord from
the day that I knew you." Hear the prophecy of Isaiah as to this.
.. Hear: 0 heavens, and give ear, 0 earth; for the Lord hath spoken,
I have nourished and brought up children and they have rebelled against
Me." They are a .. sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed
of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the Lord,
they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone
away backward." Hear what the prophecy of Jeremiah says as to this.
.. Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? Yet My
people have forgotten Me days without number." Ezekiel prophesied
during the Babylonian Captivity, and we read in his prophecy, .. They
and their fathers have transgressed against Me, even unto this very day."
Daniel prophesied during the same period and he says, .. We have
rebelled against Him; neither have we obeyed the Voice of the Lord
our God, to walk in His laws, which He set before us, by His servants
the prophets." Rebellion, therefore, has characterised the chosen nation
all through their history. That rebellion reached its climax when they
actually rejected the Son of God Himself, and crucified the Lord of
G!ory. But why has all this been recorded? It has been written for our
learning. We, too, as a nation, have been blessed with great privileges.
At the Reformation we were delivered from gross spiritual darkness and
error. The open Bible was given to us; ministers of. the pure Gospel of
God's grave were raised up to minister to us; after prolonged struggles
religious liberty was granted to us, an9 to-day we may 'meet for public
worship and read the Word of God in private without peril to our bodies.
Our nation has become great, prosperous and safe as a result of the
goodness of God, and the powerful influence of the principles and
precepts of His Word. Yet in spite of all our light and knowledge,
liberties and privileges, we are 'as a nation rebellious against the Lord.
We are transgressors of His law, despisers of His Word, and desecrators
of His day. The God in Whose hands our breath is we do not glorify.
The God in Whom we live, and move, and have our being, ·we do not
honour. The God Who giveth to all of us life and breath and all
things is a God Whom we fail to obey and serve.

Moreover, more awful still is the fact that the churches are in open
rebellion against His Word and His day. The leading men in the
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Church of England and in the Nonconformist Churches no longer regard
the Bible as the inspired Word of God. They are in rebellion against
its plenary inspiration and against the truthfulness of many of its narra
tives, and against the soundness of its teachings. The Fall, the Atone
ment, eternal punishment, the Virgin birth, the Resurrection, and the
Second Coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ are boldly denied.
No ·wonder that one of the Bishops has been deploring the popular
neglect of the Bible. Can we be surprised that people will cease to be
Bible readers if Bishops, professors, and prominent preachers declare
that many parts of. the Bible are fables, myths and legends? In a
review of a .. New Commentary on Holy Scripture," we are told that its
authors declare that the first chapters of Genisis .. contain no account of
the real beginnings either of the earth itself, or of men and human
civilisation upon it." Thus the record of the Creation and of the Fall are
denied. The story of a universal deluge .. cannot be historical." The
account of the ark is .. a manifest impossibility." There is much more
to the same effect in reference to J onah, to Daniel, and to other- books
of the Old Testament. It makes no matter to these men that our Lord
re"terred to the law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms as prophetic.
and therefore infallibly inspired Scriptures. The learned critics of te-day
claim to know better than the eternal Son of God Himself. It does not
seem to occur to them that if we cannot rely upon the testimony of our
Lord and His apostles to the full truth and to the inspired character of
the Old Testament, we cannot rely upon any of their teachings. Either
their testimony was true or it was false.' If false, neither the Old
Testament nor the New can be relied upon. What then ? We are left
without any founda,tion for our faith, and it is demonstrated that the
whole Christian Church has been in error all through the centuries. Such
rebellion against the authority of the Bible is gradually leavening the
teaching in our universities, colleges, public and elementary schools, and
in the course of a few years the old reverence for the Bible and for its
doctrines,. precepts ~nd narratives will have become obliterated.

What is the cause of this rebellion against God and His Word? It
lies in the human heart. .. This ~ople hath a revolting and a rebellious
heart." .. The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked." The human heart is the fountain from which flows all rebellion
against God and His truth. The evil nature within us is enmity against
God, and is not subject to His law, nor can it ever be subject thereto.
•• The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they
are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned." This is the explanation of man's rebellion against
God and of his rejection of His Word. What he needs is a new heart
and a new spirit. In other words, he needs to be born again of the Holy
Ghost. Then he will be convinced of his sin, and will be ready to
welcome the cleansing efficacy of the atoning blood which cleanses from
all sin.
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in ~emotiam.
MR. c. HERBERT HAYWARD.

A POSTCARD dated June 14th reached us on June 16th, saying, .. You
will regret to hear that our brother-in-law, Herbert, died this morning.
For him it is • perfect peace,' but for those remaining sadness of
heart." Mr. Hayward resided in Bath. We knew him for many years
during our ministry there for 18 years. We have met him on many
occasions since we came to Norfolk. . He loved, amongst other great

'truths, the doctrine of the Lord's coming, and he used to attend almost
every year the conference on that subject, held at Highgate Road Baptist
Chapel, in London. He was a regular reader of ~he Gospel Magazine
and valued much the truths for which that publication stands. For some
months he was afflicted with dropsy, and now the Lord has taken him to
Himself. Our tender Christian sympathy goes out to his dear wife and
to his sisters-in-law in this great sorrow, but how blessed it is to have the
assurance that he is for ever with the Lord.

lRetJiewg ann Jaoticeg of 15ookg. I

TOWARDS THE CONVERSION OF ENGLAND. By A. W. Martin.
Pp. 8. Price 2d, post free 3d. (The Protestant Truth Society,
184, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4).

THIS is an interesting account of the conversion of the author over fifty
years ago. It emphasises the truth that the pulpits need to be manned
by converted men if conversions are to follow their pulpit testimony.

LEST WE FORGET. By the Rev. Cordon D. Savage. Pp. 14. Price
3d. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, London,
W.C.2). . I

THIS excellent pamphlet is a .lecture delivered by the secretary of the
Church Association (the Rev. Gordon D. Savage), in the Church of
St. John the Baptist, Bristol. The author would have his readers'
remember three great deliverances:-

1. The Great Redemption of sinners wrought out by Christ on
Calvary.

2. The Grand Reformation in the 16th century.
3. The Glori.ous RelJlolution in the 17th century.

He deals with these very helpfully and simply.
Then he deals with grave dangers which led to the gradual turning

away from Reformation principles and the serious attempt to legalise
serious departures from Reformation principles by the vigorous attempt
to legalise the Revised Prayer Book. This attempt was mercifully
defeated. But the bClttle of the Reformation may need to be fougIit all
over again, and every Christian, whether belonging to the Church of
England, or one of the Free Churches, needs to put on the whole armour
of God to stand against the wiles of the devil.
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This pamphlet is well worthy of being circulated amongst young and
old. Fresh and very serious attempts are about to be made to legalise
the Romish movement in the Church of England. A great awakening
is needed.. Every soldier of Christ needs to gird himself for the battle.

JUSTIFICATION. By Rev. T. Cornthwaite. Price 2d.• 12/- per 100.
(Published by Rev. Greenwood Parkinson. Oakbank. Bowness-on
Windermere) .

THIS is a four-paged tract on the great doctrine of Justification. The
author treats the subject ably and Scripturally. and his testimony is
well worthy of circulating in days when the doctrine is scarcely mentioned .
by many. F or ourselves. we are inclined to differ from the author when.
on page 2. he speaks of sanctification having degrees. in contrast to
justification which has no degrees. In 1. Cor. vi. 11. which is referred
to by the author. the Apostle says... Ye arc sanctified" and .. Ye are
justified." He mentions no degrees in either sanctification or justifica
tion. We personally would be inclined to say: All believers are equally
saints or holy ones, and equally sanctified or set apart. but some are less
fruitful in the graces of the Spirit than others. Many good men. how
ever, prefer the author's view to that of the reviewer.

EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE.
From Frome: "I need hardly repeat what I have before said as to the

great benefit and comfort the Gospel Maga<.ine is in these trying days."
From Croydon: "What a comfort the Gospel M aga<.ine is in these dread

ful days. It does keep one's outlook on the truth, and makes one look up."
From Sheffield: A kind correspondent in Sheffield writes expressing his

warm concurrence in the review of the pamphlet on " The Free Offer of the
Gospel."
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THE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of special
gravity and pressing need, we turn to our kind supporters, and to others:

who have not previously helped us, for ll. special effort on behalf of our poor
friends, who during this dreadful War are placed in a much more trying
position than usual. We have about -125 of them pn our books. They have so
much appreciated your kind help in former years, and we plead for the
necessary moons to cheer and comfort their hearts and contlrm them in the
faithfulness of their Covenant God. The COMMITTEE. Hon. Sec., A. C.
LEWIN, The Manse. High Street, Evington, Leicester.

BENJAMIN WILLS NEWTON. Thoughts on Pa.rts of Isaiah. Second
Edition. Price 4s. 6d. Thoughts on Parts of the Song of Solomon. Price

1s. 3d. Thoughts on Scriptural Subjects. Second Edition. .Price 4s. 6d.
Zoohariah v. Price 3d. Dr. S. p. Tregelles, LL.D., Dr. C. Y. BISS, Mr. Davld
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