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OR, WORDS OF SPffiITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT•

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourseives are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

WRITTEN IN HEAVEN
\

« Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject
unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written
in heaven."-LUKE x. 20.

THIS chapter tells us that the Lord sent forth seventy others, besides
the twelve apostles previously sent forth, on a special mission. He
sent them forth "two by two before His face into every city and
place, whither He Himself would come." He realised their need of
companionship, and therefore sent them two by two. He also
realised their need of hope and so sent them "into every city and
place, whither He Himself would come." They knew that He
would follow them. They were to heal the sick and say, "The
kingdom of God is come nigh unto you." A heavenly kingdom was
to be established by the calling out of those who would be
"delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the
kingdom of God's dear Son" (Col. i. 13). Besides the announce
ment of the coming of the kingdom of God, the Lord gave them
power to heal the sick (Luke x. 9). Later on we read that" The
seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are
subject unto us through Thy name." And He replied, "I beheld
Satan as lightning fall from heaven," and He added, "Behold, I
give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over
all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt
you. Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject
unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written i1lJ
heaven." The meaning of these last words seem to be that they
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were not chiefly to rejoice that even the devils were subject unto
them through Christ's name, "but rather rejoice, because their
names were written in heaven." The book of life in heaven, in
which their names were evidently written, was known to Him. He
was "the Lamb of God" Who took away the sins of His people
by the sacrifice of Himself, and all the names of His people were
written in His book, "the Lamb's book of life" (Rev. x((i. 27).

The Church of the firstborn are described as "written or enrolled
in heaven" (Heb. xii. 23), and the seventy evidently belonged to
that Church, " the Church of God, which He hath purchased with
His Own blood" (Acts xx. 28). All the members of that Church
are evidently "written in heaven." These three words are no
doubt associated with those passages of Scripture which speak of
"the book of life" or "the Lamb's book of life." Taking them
together they bring to our notice important teaching which we need
to drink in from the Scriptures which are intended to make us wise
unto salvation.

1. First notice that the book of life evidently means the Boolc
in which is written the names of those who are destined 10
eternal life and salvation.

The ,Apostle Paul refers to some oj these. He says, "I intreat
thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured ,\;th
me in the Gospel, with Clement also, and with other my ff· ."'
labourers, whose names are in the book of life." How did he know
that these godly fellow-labourers were written in the book of life?
He was assured of it by thcir testimony and walk and conversation.
He knew they were believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. He knew

they were numbered amongst those who were washed, sanctified,
and justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our
God. He knew they were born again, "not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John i. 13).
He knew that" He that believeth on the Sonhath everlasting life"
John iii. 36). They had" faith in His blood." They had" passed
from death unto life" (John v. 24). To them it had been given to
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ (Phi!. i. 29), and all who believe
on Him shall not perish,' but have everlasting life. Such" know

_ they have etcrnal lifc" (1 John v. 13). Hence their" names are
in the book of life" (Phi!. iv. 3). We cannot climb up into heaven
and open the book of life to see if our names are written therein,
but we may know that through divine grace we are believers in the
Lord Jesus Christ, and that therefore the blessing of eternal life is
our portion. Hence our names are written in the Lamb's book of
life.

--
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2. Secondly, let us notice that this is a very ancient book.

In Revelation xiii. 8, we read in the margin of the Revised
Version, " And all that dwell on the earth shall worship Him, every
one whose name hath not. been written from the foundation of the
world in the book of life of the Lamb that hath been slain." This
I believe is the true reading. (Compare chapter xvii. 8.) Thus the
book of life has been written from the foundation of the world, and
its names were written at the foundation of the world. This is in
harmony with the inspired declaration that all the saints of God
were divinely "chosen in Christ before the foundation of the
world" (Ephes. i. 4). God hath saved them "according to His
Own purpose and grace, which was given them in Christ Jesus
before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). Thus the book of life is
very ancient and God's love to all whose names are written therein
is also very ancient. It goes back to eternal times, and Christ says
of all His people, " Thou hast loved them, as Thou· hast loved Me,"
and He adds, "Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the
world" (John xvii. 23, 24). Is not that a precious thought, dear
children of God? God loved us before He founded the world. He
thought upon us and inscribed our names in the book of life from
eternal times. He knew we should be amongst fallen and sinful
humanity. Yet He loved us. "Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins" (1 John iv. 10). Let us take comfort from these truths,
even though there may be mysteries connected with them.

3. Thirdly, notice that the book of life is called « the Lamb's
~ook of life."

It is His book. No doubt He inscribed the names therein. And
why is it called His book? It seems to us it so called because the
people whose names are written therein are His people. They are
not their own. They belong to Him because He purchased them
with His Own blood. The new song which they sing before the
Lamb is, " Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals
thereon: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by
Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people and
nation" (Rev. v. 9). Yes, indeed, "we have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His
grace" (Ephes. i. 7). Listen to the Apostle Peter on this great
truth. "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation
received by tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood
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of Christ ,as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who
verily was foreordained before. the foundation of the world, but was
manifest in these last times for you" (1 Peter i. 18-20). The Lamb
Who has bought His people with His precious blood owns the book
in which their names are inscribed, and it is called "The Lamb's
book of life." He loved them and gave Himself for them. Oh, how
we should keep Him in memory and live, not unto ourselves, but
unto Him Who died for ~lS and rose again. (See 2 Cor. v. 15.)

4. Fourthly, notice the immensely comforting truth that all
whose names are in the Lamb's book of life shall enter the
new, and holy, and heavenly city of Jerus'alem.

"And there shall no wise enter into it anything that defileth,
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but
they which are written in the Lamb's book of life» (Rev. xxi. 2,
10, 27). Oh, the mercy, dear children of God, if, through infinite
mercy and grace, we are written in the Lamb's book of life. Think
of the awful and solemn, yet inspired, opposite truth. "And whoso
ever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake
of fire" (Rev. xx. 15).

Dear readers, seek to tremble at the word of God and remember
the glorious words of the Son of God Himself. He said, "God so
loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoso
ever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting lile»
(John iii. 16). Dost thou ask with the Philippian jailor, " Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?" Hear the inspired answer. "Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts xvi. 30, 31).

"When Thou, my righteous Judge, shalt come
To fetch Thy ransomed people home,

Shall I among them stand?
Shall such a worthless worm as I,
Who sometimes am afraid to' die,

Be found at Thy right hand?
"I love to meet among them now,

Before Thy gracious feet to bow.
Though vilest of them all:

But can I bear the piercing thought,
What if my name should be left out,

When Thou for them shalt call?
" Prevent it, Saviour, by Thy grace;

Be Thou, 0 Lord, my hiding-place
In this the accepted day.

I
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Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's L)l1iTi, Norfolk.

•
Thy pardoning voice, 0 let me hear,
To still my unbelieving fear;

Nor let me fall, I pray.
" Let me among Thy saints be found,

Whene'er the archangel's trump shall sound,
And see Thy smiling face;

Then with what rapture shall I sing,
While heaven's resounding mansions ring

With shouts of sovereign grace! "

THE EDITOR

(Thomas HoughtoIl).

J

BIG RUSH FOR TULIP SUNDAY

LAST Sunday was Tulip Sunday. and it is estimated that 15,000 people
-among them parties from Lynn-visited the tulip fields in Spalding
and district.

They travelled in about 300 motor-coaches from far and wide, scores
of taxis and hundreds of l:yclists. There were no private caT~. .

The traffic peak in Spalding was reached at about tea-time, when over
100 coaches were parked in the centre of the town.

Many of the visitors brought their own food, but those who did not
were well catered ·for. The British Restaurant served a total of 1,037
meals, and the Cattle Market canteen also did a big trade.

Stalls in Spalding and on the roadside of the 28-mile route did a
roaring trade, not only with tulips but also with vegetables and fruit.

Two police cars and an R.A.C. car kept the vehicles on the move.
Owing to the abnormal spring weather, the tulip fields were actually

tJast their prime. Topping has been taking place, and it was expected
that many of the fields would be cleared this week

The above cutting is frem the L:ynn News and Advertiser for Friday
May 7th. 1948. It is an awful record of Sabbath desecration. No
wonder that God is chastising our nation. Should not any of God's
true people who read this cutting stand still, and consider their own
failure to remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. On the Sabbath
day God says, .. Thou shalt do no manner of work." Are not the
thousands of railway men and bus men and tramway men breaking the
Sabbath who are employed on their vehicles on (he Lord's Day? Are
not the Christian people who use these vehicles on the Lord's day failing
to hallow God's Sabbath? And are they not therefore guilty of sin, the
sin of transgressing God's law ? We earnestly beseech them to stand
still, consider their evil ways, and all through their future life abhor and
for~ake this great sin.

I
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RICH MERCY TO THE DEAD IN SIN

•

•

" But God, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He .
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ (by grace ye are saved):"-EpHEs. ii. 4 ,5.

THE Apostle Paul, in these words, includes himself, and all the
Ephesian saints to whom this Epistle was written. In the first verse
he refers only to the Ephesians before their conversion. He says,
" rou hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins."
Now, however, "Even when we were dead in sins." Paul was a
Jew, and a very religious Jew. The Ephesians were Gentiles, but
both he and they were alike dead in sins. He recognises that there
is no difference between the Jews and the Gentiles in respect of sin.
Both Jews and Gentiles are" all under sin. There is none righteous,
no, not one." (Rom. iii. 9, 10). All are sinners, and all are by
nature dead in trespasses and sins. "But God, Who is rich in
mercy, fqr His great love wherewith He has loved us (His saved
people), even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together
with Christ." All God's believing people owe their spiritual life to
Him.

1. First, let us, then, think of the spiritually dead condition of
God's people before they experienced His mercy and love.

(1) In time past they walked according to the course of this
world.

Though dead to God's service, they were alive in the service of
sin. Born in sin, they were at enmity with God. They were not
subject to His law. They were unable and unwilling to please God.
(See Rom. viii. 7, 8.) The road on which they walked was worldly,
according to the world that lieth in the wicked one. The world of
men is a wicked world. Hence God's people are told that, "If
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him."
The thou~hts, words, and ways of the world are contrary to God,
and befor~ co~version, God's people walk contrary to Him. (See
1 John ii. 15, 16; v. 19).

(2) In time past the spiritually dead walked according to the
prince of the power of the air.

They walked according to the devil and his angelic beings. They
evidently people the atmosphere which surrounds us. The devil

1
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himself as a roaring lion walketh about seeking whom he may
t1evour. Sometimes he appears as an angel of light, and his
Immsters appear in a similar form. They are then all the more
dangerous. (See 2 Cor. xi. 13-15.) The moral walk of the world is
" according to the prince of the power of the air." Hence come
all the wickedness of men in general. Hence come all the increase
in crime, in gambling, error in the Churches, Sabbath desecration,
'disobedience to parents, insubordination to the authority of teachers,
parents, masters, kings, and all in authority. What is the reason
why only five in a hundred, or even less. keep the Sabbath day
holy? It is because the people generally are dead in sin. Their
moral walk is according to the world, the flesh, and the devil. Why
all the wars, famines, and pestilences in this sinful world? They
are divine judgments upon men for their transgressions of God's
raw. (See Ezek. xiv. 13,21; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14-21.) Note that the
prince of the power of the air is cc the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience n (Ephes. ii. 2).

(3) In times past the spiritually dead walked according to the
desires of the flesh.

This Magazine is undenominational, and hence some of its
readers belong to the Church of England. It may therefore be
pointed out that all the members of that Church, including the
highest dignitaries and all the Sacerdotalists and Modernists, as
well as Evangelicals; have at one time or another professed to
"renounce the devil and all his works, the pomps and vanity of
this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh." We have
sometimes wondered, when we have seen pictures in the newspapers
of Archbishops and Bishops arrayed in popish copes and mitres and
holding pastoral staffs, whether such things might not rightly be
called" the pomps and vanity of this wicked world." Then all who
are members of that Church have professed to believe "all the
Articles of the Christian Faith." But some of those members deny
the Virgin Birth, the Resurrection, and the Second Coming of
Christ. Further, all the members of the Church of England have
professed that they would" keep God's holy will and command
ments and walk in the same all the days of their lives." But what
about the idolatry of the Mass? Is not that condemned in God's
holy commandments?

But there are members of the Free Churches who read this
Magazine. Do all Free Church members renounce the world, the
flesh, and the devil? Do they all believe all the doctrines or articles
of the Bible? Do they all believe in Justification by faith, the Fall,
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Inspiration of the Bible, the Bible doctrines of the Lord's Coming
and of the Resurrection, and of Eternal Punishment? Do they all
believe that all true believers were chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world, and redeemed by the blood of the Lamb?

But what about the Editor of the Gospel Magazine? Is he all
that he should be ? No, sad to say. He is obliged to cry out every
day of his life, "God be merciful to me, a sinner." Yet he thanks
God that he can say with all other true believers, "We have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to
the riches of His grace" (Ephes. i. 7).

(4) In times past the people of whom the Apostle speaks er were
by nature the children of wrath even as others."

That is. they were exposed to the wrath of God, liable to suffer
the extreme penalty of God's judicial wrath against the sinner. It
is only those who are justified by Christ's blood who shall be " saved
from' wrath through Him" (Rom. v. 9). Hence all true believers
can say, "God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain
salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether
we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him" (1 Thess. v.
9. 10).

2. Secondly, think of the mighty change which these spiritually
dead people experienced.

They were quickened together with Christ. Christ Himself had
been dead-bodily dead. He had, as one dead, been buried, but
God raised Him from the dead. He had been quickened, made
alive again as to His body. The people of whom Paul speaks had
been quickened in a spiritual sense. They had been made alive
spiritually. A mighty work had been wrought in them, so that they
were" created in Christ Jesus unto good works. which God had
before ordained that they should walk in them" (Ephes. ii. 10).
Thus, as Paul says to the Colossion saints, they had "put off the
old man with his deeds" and " had put on the new man, which is
renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him "
(Col. iii. 9, 10). Hence the Apostle could exhort them to mortify
those things "for which the wrath of God cometh on the children
of disobedience" (Col. iii. 5, 6). Moreover he could say to the
~uickened Ephesians that they should "henceforth walk not as
other Gentiles walk. in the vanity of their mind, having the under
standing darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the
ignorance that was in them, because of the blindness of their heart,"
but they were practically to "put off, concerning the former con
versation, the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful

I
•



lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of their mind; and practically
put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness
and true holiness." In consequence they were to put away lying,
giving no place to the devil; abandon stealing, corrupt communica
tion, bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, evil speaking, and all malice,
and they were to be kind, tender-hearted, forgiving, even as God
for Christ's sake had forgiven them. (See Ephes. iv. 17-32). In
other words, they were, by divine grace, to give evidence that the
mighty regenerating and quickening power of God had been
brought to bear upon them. They were to manifest that they had
been born again of th~ Holy Ghost, and that the fruit of the Spirit
was manifest in their daily walk and conversation. We know that
we have been quickened, and have passed from death unto life, by
the mighty change that is manifested in those who are a new
creation. When God puts a new heart and a new spirit in His
people, and puts His Spirit within them, then He causes them to
walk in His statutes and thus bring forth the fruit of His Spirit
(Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27).

3. Think of the divine richness of mercy and love which brought
about this mighty change.

It is important for us to notice that the mighty change brought
about was a change brought about by God alone. The quickening
to life, experienced by those referred to here, was not in the least
brought about either by the spiritually dead themselves, nor by any
human power. It was God Himself, and Him alone, Who quickened
them. It is <C God, Who quickeneth the dead" (Rom. iv. 17).
There is a strong tendency, by the use of manifold expressions, in
these days to teach what has been called <C a po-operative salvation!'
Language is sometimes used which suggests that man must do his
part, and God must do His part, and the two combined will effect
the salvation of a sinner. This robs God of His glory. "Salvation
is of the Lord." "I, even I, am the Lord; and beside Me there is
no Saviour." "There is no Saviour beside Me" (Jonah ii. 9; Isa.
xliii. 11; Hosea xiii. 4). The late Bishop Handley Moule, in his
commentary on Ephes. ii. 1, says, "The state of the unregenerated
has a true analogy to physical death ;and that analogy on the whole
consists in this, that (1) it is a state in which a living principle,
necessary for organisation, growth and energy, in reference to God
and holiness, is entirely lacking; (2) it is a state which has no innate
tendency to develop such a principle of life. The principle must
come to it altogether ab extra. The latest researches into nature
confirm the conviction that dead matter has absolutely no inner
tende!1cy to generate life, which must come into it ab extra if it is

The Gospel Magazine 201
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to live; a suggestive analogy" (Cambridge Bible for Schools~and

Colleges, p. 66).
It is God,. and God alone, Who quickens the dead smner.

Spiritual life comes alone from Him. It comes ab extra, from
without, from God alone, not in part from the sinner and in part
from God, but from God alone. This great act of God is due to His
being rich in mercy, and great in His love toward sinners. Hence
the Apostle adds, "By grace are ye saved." By the unmerited
favour of God sinners are saved, saved from hell, saved with an
everlasting salvation. Divine grace sent the Son to be the Saviour.,
Grace caused the Saviour to come into the world to save sinners.
Grace caused the Son of man to come and"seek and to save that
which is lost. ." Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ," the
Apostle says to the saints at Corinth, "that, though He was rich. yet
for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might
be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9).

Thus, our passing from death unto life, our salvation from
merited wrath, our redemption from the curse of the law, is due to
divine grace. The grace of God has brought salvation unto His
people. To them it is said, "By grace are ye saved through faith,"
and even the faith is not of ourselves: "it is the gift of God."
Salvation is not of works, lest any man should boast. "For we are
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath before ordained that we should walk in" them" (Ephes.
ii. 8-10). Is there an inheritance "reserved in heaven for you"?
The praise must be given to God for it. You are impelled to say,
" Blessed by the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to His abundant mercy hath begotten you unto a lively
hope ... to an inheritance reserved in heaven for you." Are you
sure the devil won't deprive you of this inheritance? Yes. Why?
Because "I am kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation." But is there not wrath to come? Yes, for the unsaved,
but not for me. Why? Who are you that you should escape the
wrath to come? Quite true, I don't deserve it. But listen, "God
hath not appointed me to wrath, but to obtain salvatio,n by our Lord
Jesus Christ, Who died for me, that, whether I wake or .sleep, I
should live together with Him" (l Thess. v. 9, 10). Another ques
tion. Why has He appointed me to obtain salvation? Because of
His rich mercy and great love to me. "Not by works of righteous
ness which I have done, but according to His mercy He saved me,
by the washing" of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;
which He shed on me abundantly through Jesus Christ my Saviour;
that being justified by His grace, I should be made an heir

l



according to the hope of eternallife" (Titus ii. 5-7). 0 the mercy,
if His mercy and love have been extended to you, dear readers!

"The mercy in Jesus exempts me from hell;
It's glories I'll sing, and its wonders I'll tell;
'Twas Jesus, my Friend, when He hung on the tree,
That opened the channel of mercy for me.

" Great Father of mercies! Thy goodness I own,
And the covenant love of Thy crucified Son;
And praise to the Spirit, Whose whisper divine
Seals mercy. and pardon, and righteousness mine."

(John Stocker, 1726).

I
t
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THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk.

CHURCH ATTRACTIONS

SoME tell us in the present day that young people must be attracted to
church, and that if music and pageant be not given them, their attendance
is not likely to be secured. But what have we gained by thus going
down to the Philistines to sharpen our weapons? Are these young people
attracted to anything but the music and the pageant? They are quite
clever enough to realise the inconsistency of the man who serves them
with bread in the pulpit. while he hands out husks from the chancel.

How many of us mean what we say when the familiar words fall
from our lips, .. I believe in the Holy Ghost"? Should we think it
necessary, if we really did so, to add all these condiments and spices to .
the pure Bread of Life? Would it not be easier to discern the real
flavour of the heavenly ambrosia if we might have it served without
Italian cookery?

And is there to be no thought taken for those who are won to Christ
already? to whom He is in Himself the all-sufficient attraction, and
these veils and gewgaws are but annoyances, or at least superfluities?
Where is the building up of the saints, the edifying of the Body of
Christ? Once was it said to Peter, "Feed My lambs"; but twice
c, Feed My sheep." How is it that so many are satisfied with a state
of things in which the sheep of Christ are starved and disgusted for the
sake of the lambs. or in many cases rather for the sake of those who are !!
not in the fold at all?

EMILY SARAH HOLT

(in For the Master's Sa!{e)•

.. $
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WELLSPRINGS

•• And the}} jou1111e}}ed; and the terror of God was upon the cities that
were round about them, l111d the}} did not pursue after the sons of
}aco,b."-GEN. xxxv. 5.

AND THEY JOURNEYED. We would notice first that Jacob is under
divine guidance and command, and therefore eq~ally under divine
preservation and blessing. .. And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up
to Bethel," and there it was that His servant should prove the unfailing
and unerring purposes which his God had in giving him that command.
And furthermore, Jacob's God graciously reminds him of how it was
there that he had proved .. Surely the Lord is in this place! This is
none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven," and
Jacob was constrained to call that place Bethel, it having been made
.. the house of God and the very gate of heaven" to his worshipping
soul. It had been the place of an altar and a place of memorial (xxvii.
43). There is implicit obedience in the Lord's dear servant arising and
journeying forth. He commanded his household and all that were with
him that they should first put away all the strange gods that were among
them and cleanse themselves, as though he would remind them that they
must look alone to God for guidance and blessing. And you and I
know, fellow-believer, that the God of all our pilgrimage is with us in
His pledged promise and He will never leave us until He has done all
for us that He promised. .. His honour is engaged to keep the meanest
of His sheep," and not the meanest, weakest, feeble one will be missing.
True it may be .. often in the midst of danger," but safety is secured for
such, and an unseen presence is ever at hand.

N~w, journeying implies a stirring up and a leaving the place we are
in, for possibly new ground, and fresh experiences, and unseen dangers.
How necessary the Lord of our lives sees it to be to remind us that" here
we have no continuing city, but we seek one to come"! What prepara
tions we make before taking a journey and what anticipations there are
in regard to the way and the end of that journey. And it may be those
expectations fall far short, and disappointments meet us. But there will
be no falling short nor disappointments in our heavenly journey. We
shall one and all be constrained to exclaim with Sheba's Queen, .. The
half was not told me," as the God of our pilgrimage unfolds more and
more all He has in store for us. You and I, beloved, will agree
then that .. Eternity's too short to utter half His praise," Who so
divinely and lovingly cared for us, provided for us, and preserved and
blessed us in every step and stage of our long pilgrimage. Oh, may
grace stir us up to remember and to testify of the loving-kindnesses and
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blessings we have received. Jacob did not forget! He spoke of .. this ..
and .. that place" as memorialising .. God's house" where he had first
set up .. this stone for a pillar," and that was twenty-eight years after
wards. Oh, how good it is to seek for sanctified memories and for
grace to abundantly utter the memory of His great goodness, and to take
all things from His hand in humble faith that the bitter will be made
sweet, and the medicine food, and the crooked things straight, and the
rough places plain ! We shall be sure to find the unfailing compassions
of the Lord of our life, and His infinite care for us. How wondrously
He showed all this to His weary and perplexed servant, the prophet,
when He came to him and said, • Arise and eat, the journey is too great
for Thee." And you and I, beloved reader, have just such evidences
of the unfailing care and sympathy of our God in the little things of life
when we get weak and weary in, and because of, the way. His
thoughts for us, His care over us, and His loving-kindness toward us, are
daily shown to us. Oh, for grace to praise Him more and acknowledge
Him in all our ways!

Only a day or two ago, I had occasion to go into our small Post
Office, and as I was making the purchase of stamps, the parlour door
being open, there came from thence a cultured voice on the wireless,
.. Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that
we can ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto
Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world
without end. Amen," and for that rare occasion, I who am not a
wireless person, enjoyed it, because of that gracious and timely message
to my soul. For that is, and must needs be, the humble acknowledge
ment of your and my heart in the daily proofs we have of the way our
God delights to bless us! Exceeding abundanti)) and beyond all our
expectations whj,:h are always too poor and too restrained by our" little
faith." How often has our God laid up some sweet surprises for us;
been better to us than all our fears; delivered us on this and that occasion,
when we may have been treading some path of life's thorny maze;
interposed on our behalf when the enemy of our souls was harassing us
and we seemed so near falling a prey to his satanic devices-oh, he has

, a thousand devices wherewith to trip us up, ensnare us, and bring us into
some unholy contact. But over and above all his power, there is that
blessed and sure word of comfort and deliverance, .. Greater is,He that
is for you than all that is against you." And we are brought up out of
some" horrible pit and miry clay," and have our feet planted on the
Rock of ages, and again to prove that golden word of promise, .. Kept
by the power of God."

And thus it has been in all past ages, and so His people prove it
today. .. So they journeyed," and the God of all their pilgrimage was
with and for them. Do we need, as Israel of old needed, guidance for
our journeying ~ Yes, and we have His promise, .. I will guide thee
with Mine eye." Are we stumbling and tripping with the roughness of
the way ~ We hear His gentle word of comfort, .. I will hold thee by
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My right hand." Why, the precious Word of God is full of promises
to meet all the experiences and dangers of His people. Look at the
91 st Psalm alone, and reflect how oftimes yOll have been there in its
varied trials and fears and as oftcn proved the faithfulness of your God!
May these few words and simple little message, in the writer's humble
desire to extol the God of all our pilgrim days, be a message of comfort
to some exercised heart who maybe is saying, .. Lord we know not what
to do, but our eyes are up unto Thee." And there is not one of His
pilgrim people who will ever be able to say that God failed him in the
place and circumstance of his need. He has taught them the blessed truth
of His Own word which one of our dear hymn-:writers has put into verse:

.. I will be with Thee my sorrows to bless,
And sanctify to Thee my deepest distress."

It is written of Israel of old, • And they journeyed," and they con-
_ fessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. They were

content to .. die in faith," not having received the promises, but having
seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them.
Theirs was the golden age of faith, as .. not having seen and yet have
believed." May you and I, beloved fellow-pilgrim, as we journey On
and with our faces .. toward the sunrising," seek increasingly more grace
to testify what the God of all grace is to us, and what He has done and
still does for us. May we go on proving, as they did of old, the
unchangeable faithfulness of our God. May we glorify Him more in
childlike, artless trust, and lean harder on Him as nature's strength
decays. May grace tune our hearts to praise Him more and more in that
song of adoration to the God of all our mercies, which, begun here, will
never end in eternity.

.. Children of the heavenly King,
As ye journey, sweetly sing;
Sing your Saviour's worthy praise,
Glorious in His works and ways.

.. Ye are travelling Home to God
In the way your fathers trod:
They are happy now, and ye
Soon new happiness shall see."

R.

.. GOD has told us much. Is it surprising that He has not told us all?
I do not think so, my friends. After all, we are but finite creatures. Is
it surprising that there are some mysteries which God in His infinite
goodness and wisdom has hidden from our eyes? Is it surprising that
there are some things in His counsels about which He has bidden us to
be content not to know, but instead just to trust Him Who knows all? ..
-PROFESSOR]' G. MACHEN.
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THE RESURRECTION

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE MR. JOHN E. HAZELTON
(SECRF.TARY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY). AT

STREATLEY HALL, LONDON, N.W.

.. The Lord is risen indeed."-LuKE xxiv. 34.

.. THE Lord is risen indeed! "-there is not the shadow of the shade of
a doubt about it. Jesus Christ, clothed in our nature, is in the heavens
of God.

The chapter opens thus: .. Now upon the first day of the week."
That "first day of the week" was a day from the beginning to end of
joyful surprises. There were never so many surprises on this earth as
there were on that day. To Mary Magdalen in the garden. our risen
Lord first appeared, enquiring into the cause of her sorrow, and eliciting
from her the enquiry, "Tell me where thou hast laid Him, and I will
take Him away." Here is Mary's mistake, and here, too, is Mary's
love. Oh, for love like that of Mary! one woman, weakly indeed, but
possessing a love that could vaporise the heaviest burden and think the
hardesf labour light. She felt as if she could just-weak as she was
take il up in her arms and go on performing those offices which the dawn
of the Sabbath prevented them from continuing, as recorded in a pre~

ceding chapter. All her difficulties were solved by one word. " Mary,"
and her soul was filled with joyful surprise.

.. Confirmed by one soft secret word,
We seeklllo further light; ,

But walk, depending on our Lord,
By faith, and not by sight."

Then comes the second appearance, the second joyful surprise, on that
day to the little company of women-the advance company. if I may so
speak. of the church of the living God. The words of our blessed Lord
to that little band of women were, " All hail! " equivalent to " rejoice"
-our risen Lord's first word to His Church. His first word to the
woman, "Why weepest thou?" His first word to the little company
representing His Church, ' Rejoice. for Christ is risen." Then comes
th<: interview with Cephas, or Peter, an interview so important, so special.
so sacred, that the Apostle Paul in that glorious 15th chapter of the First
Letter to the Corinthians, adduces the interview with Cephas as the first
\lf the infallible proofs by which he establishes the truth of the resur
tcction of our Lord. But no disclosure was permitted to be made of the
s \cred transactions between our Lord and poor once-backsliding, blas~

p 1eming, erring Peter. Oh, our mercy is that our secrets are locked up
in the heart of Eternal Love! He shows us His secret, we give Him
et rs.
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Then comes the appearance to the two travellers on the way to
Emmaus. How beautifully nature and grace harmonised at this time.
They travelled through the fresh, scented air. The palm trees were
bursting into flower. In the spring of the year every leaf was sparkling
with delight. And the Lord joined Himself to them, opened up to them
the Scriptures, turned their simple meal into-I do not much like the
word, yet it conveys what I mean-He turned their simple meal into a
sacrament of divine love, and vanished out of their sight. And then, t
pursuing their way to Jerusalem again, they met with the ten disciples
(the word .. twelve" simply refers to the disciples considered as a band).
The firsJ greeting which they received from them was, .. The Lord is .,
risen indeed, and hath appeared unto Simon." I am sure that when they
said that, if we could have seen Simon, it would have been as he sat with
weeping eyes, and a heart full of love, for the Lord had kissed all his
fears away.

Here, then, are five joyful surprises unfolded one alter another on the
first day of the week, and whilst they were saying to one another, .. The
Lord is risen," He stood in their midst with the words, .. Peace be unto
you." His body which had been dead was alive again; as Peter on the
Day of Pentecost declared by the Holy Ghost, the cords, or pains, of
death could not hold Him; it was impossible that He should remain
in the grave. No grave could hold the body of the Lord Jesus Christ
when the third morning dawned. No stone wall could shut it in; no iron
bar could keep it out; it had been sown in weakness and raised in power;
it had been sown a natural body, and raised a spiritual body. But to •
show the complete identity between the risen and the crucified body of
our Lord, He was pleased to condescend to take food in the presence of
His disciples, to show that as a Man He had the capacity to assimilate
food, although there was no necessity in Himself to partake of it. Food
was not necessary, after His resurrection, to the Lord of life and glory,
to support life; but He took it to convince them, and us, that He Who
rose from the dead was no phantom no apparition, but" Jesus Christ,
the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." Then again, as certain
proof that our Lord's body before them was the same that they had seen
upon the cross, and the same that had accompanied them during the three
and a half years of His ministry, His voice charmed their ears. "Grace 1
is poured into- His lips." Most sweet and heavenly were the words that
fell therefrom. They saw Him; the nail-prints were visible; His features I
were the same. Their eyes were holden from time to time for a season
that they should not know Him, but when they looked upon Him they
beheld the Lamb as it had been slain, and the signs of the Son of Man
were visible in hands and feet and side. Hence the Apostle John in his
First Letter says: .. Which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have handled of the Word of life." Our
Lord possessed and possesses the substantial elements of a bodily frame.
.. Handle Me and see "-prove and test for yourselves.

Now what was the message which He sent on three separate occasions
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to His disciples ~ .. Go to My brethren and tell them to meet Me in
Galillee." It was not" Go and tell denying Peter, and dull Philip. and
doubting Thomas, and cautious N athanael, and timid Andrew. and
John, who also was among the fugitives." Not" Go and tell these that
I am risen from the dead and am going to call them to account," but
" Go, tell My brethren!" Not one word of reproach, or one word of
rebuke in and of itself.

" Still He calls them brethren, friends;
And to all their wants attends."

Our blessed Lord by His death had made a clean settlement with regard
to sin, and on that blessed resurrection morning, with its five surprises.
He came not to reproach, but to convey the message of peace and of
blessing which constitutes the essence of the everlasting gospel. Our
mercy is that it is not in the power of our sinful nature, with its manifold
infirmities, to unbrother us. He makes clear the relationship which exists
between His people and Himself-sons and daughters of one Father.
His people-sons and daughters by regeneration and adoption; He, the
Son of God in His divine nature, and as Son of Man and Mediator,
declaring God to be His Father.

Look, before we pass on, at the infallible proofs which God has given
unto us. How marvellously God was working! There was Joseph of 
Arimathrea, a rich man who could afford to have a new sepulchre hewn
out of the solid rock; not a sleeping niche, but hewn out; a cave, a
dwelling-place. Here was a sepulchre prepared, all unknown as to its
destiny, by a rich man; a sepulchre which had never been defiled by
any dead body in corruption being deposited there. The Jewish authori
ties determined to make sure of that sepulchre. Being hewn out of a
rock, egress was impossible excepting by the entrance in the front, and
they had determined to roll so great a stone before the door, and so to seal
it, that any robbing of the body should be impossible. Here, then, was
a sepulchre with no entrance but the front, with a huge stone rolled before
it, and sealed with an official seal. Here were the Roman soldiers
appointed to guard it. Not one of the disciples had the remotest idea
that Christ would rise from the dead, for so the Scriptures positively
inform us. They were slow to believe. Yet, notwithstanding all that,
Christ Jesus the Lord emerged from that sepulchre and appeared to His
disciples, so that a doubting Thomas was compelled to say, .. My Lord
and my God"; so that Peter, once so feeble-hearted, was made as bold
as a lion; so that the Apostle Paul, once a bitter foe of the Church and
people of God, in the grand exhortation of the 15th chapter of the
First Epistle to the Corinthians, lays down this blessed foundation on
which he stakes his all, his life, his future, and the ministry which God
had committed unto him: .. The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared
unto Simon."

Now I want briefly this morning to speak of three, out of the many
glorious truths which cluster around this text. First," The Lord is
risen indeed "---that is, A PUBLIC TOKEN OF THE FATHER'S
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ACCEPTANCE OF THE WORK OF CHRIST... The Lord is risen indeed"
~that is, secondly, THE PLEDGE OF EVERY BELIEVER'S COMPLETE
JUSTIFICATION. .. The Lord is risen indeed "-that is, thirdly, THE
EARNEST OF THE RESURRECTION OF HIS PEOPLE," The fulness
of the glorious gospel is here.

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus was the public attestation to the
divine success of the mission of God's Own Son from heaven to earth.
We must not suppose that the incarnation and the sacrificial death of
the Lord Jesus Christ was one out of many ways which God might
have chosen for the salvation of sinners, and for the peopling of the
heavens. ;\s I read the Word of the living God, there llJas no llJa'y but
this. The surrender of the eternal Son, the incarnation of the eternal
Son; those thirty-three years of suffering and of sorrow and pain,
culminating in His death, was the only way of settling the awful question
of fin. There was no other way of opening the kingdom of heaven to all
believers; no other way of kindling in the hearts of sinners a light that
shall never be put out and a life that shall never die. The Person and
the work and the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ constitute the pivot
on which all the eternal purposes of our God turn; the foundation on
which -every poor sinner going to heaven is brought to rest to-day. When
the Lord Jesus Christ was born the angels sang, .. Glory to God in the
highest," that is. there was n8thing that could give such high glory to a
Triune Gnd as the incarnation of His dear Son. But the incarnation
of the Lord Jesus is not to be considered separately; Bethlehem must
ever be viewed in connection with Gethsemane and with Calvary; hence
the song, :' Glory to God in the highest."

Then when our blessed Lord stepped out of the privacy and obscurity
of Nazareth on to the public platform of His work, a heavenly voice was
heard. A heavenly descent was made of the Holy Ghost like a dove at
the commencement of the ministry of the Divine Son. And then at the
end of the three and a half years, the great Sin-bearer bears our sins
in His Own body on the tree, and what do we there see? The sun
buried in darkness. We see the sun as if his race was prematurely run.
\Vondrous fymbols in heaven and strange convulsions on the earth; the
earth trembled and the rocks were rent. Wherever in God's Word you
read of the rocks being rent, the circumstance is always indicative of the
presence of the Lord in great power and glory. The rocks were rent
when the law was given on Sinai. The rocks were rent when Jesus cried
with a loud voice, .. It is finished"; and they shall be rent when Christ
shall come again with great power and glory. The veiling of the sun
in the heavens, and the convulsion of the solid earth, were signs and
tokens of the fulness and transcendency of the sacrifice on Calvary. So
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ was a visible demonstration that
the atoning sacrifice had fulfilled all the demands of the holy majesty of
God. The expiring cry of our blessed Lord, .. It- is finished," had been
heard on earth and reiterated in heaven.

Here, then, we have in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus the public

:



The Gospel Magazine 211

a

&•

attestation of the Divine success of the mission of Jehovah-Jesus. The
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ demonstrates the fact that He will·
go on from victory to victory; that .. He will not fail nor be discouraged
until He hath set judgment in the earth." The resurrection of the Lora·
Jesus Christ deals a deadly blow at the modern Arminian heresy that in
Christ Jesus the Lord we hav~ a disappointed and a failing Saviour. We
have in the resurrection of Christ, the Father's Own seal to His Divine
success with regard to the salvation of everyone of His dear people, and
the glorification of every one of His Father's attributes.

Consider Him! You cannot view the atonement of the Lord Jesus
Christ rightly and scripturally, excepting as you view it as the atone
ment of Him Who was the covenant Head df the Church. The blessed
fact of union between Christ and His people disposes of the futile
objections which are raised by those who would strike a deadly blow at
the atoning work of our blessed Lord. The husband pays the debts of
his wife, and when our blessed Lord descended into the lonesome prison
house of the grave, He went there as the covenant and vital Head of
His Church and people. If one single sin had remained unatoned for,
the Lord would never have risen from the dead! If Jesus Christ had
been simply and only man, the weight of the sins of one sinner would
have crushed Him for ever and for ever. The Godhead of my blessed

. Lord shines brightly in His burial and resurrection. It was God manifest
in the flesh Who put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. The stone
would to this hour have remained rolled across the grave's mouth. But
vainly did the King of Terrors watch over his Captive. Vainly did the
grave boast of its supposed victory! Untold numbers were in the silent
grave where the body of Jesus Christ lay. He died in the name and on
behalf of His whole Church, and when He arose, it was for her.

Look at this fact with regard to weight and to strength. What is
,tronger-and we speak of strong things-what is there stronger than
justice? What is there heavier than guilt? God's justice, man's guilt!
And our blessed Lord on Calvary was meeting the heavy, the infinitely
heavy, justice of God ,and bearing the infinitely heavy load of the sins
and guilt of His Church and people. What was it had lifted the guilt?
What was it had satisfied Divine justice? His right arm had gotten
Him the victory; payment had been made to the uttermost farthing, and
when Christ said, .. It is finished," guilt was for ever cast into the depth
of the sea, cast behind God's back. Where is that? It means non
existent; moved as far as the east is from ·the west. Oh, it had been
divinely dealt with and settled for. Justice had now no claim upon Him
because He had paid the dues of justice to the uttermost farthing.

Now behold Him in that tomb. He opens His eyes, death is
abolished! He stands up, the grave has lost its victory. He rose by
His Own power. He rose, it is elsewhere said, by the power of the
Father. He rose, it is elsewhere said, by the power of the Holy Ghost;
all together signifying that the power of a Three-One God caused the
Lord of life and glory to rise from the dead on that morning of most
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j"yful surprises. Hence in the salvation that was thus wrought there is
no reserve. The payment thus made was to the uttermost farthing.
In the salvation thus held up to the light of God's holy and piercing eye,

_ there was no flaw. That righteousness is unto all and upon all them that
believe. He rose as our Surety. He saw His Church and loved her
under the Fall! He knew the utmost extent of her debt; He had
gauged the nature of her insolvency, rebeIlion and ruin, and He took all
on Himself. He cleared the whole debt, He paid the whole demands.
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father.

Sometimes it is said-and I would not have any of my people enter
tain this view-that Christ Jesus went into the grave with a load 9f sin
upon Him, and that He left it there. It is not so. .. It is finished," the
load of sin was disposed of on Calvary's tree. Why, then, was our
Lord buried? Death was a part of the curse which He came to
undergo. This on Calvary He endured, but the demonstration of the
blessed truth that God has accepted His work was to be made to earth
and hell and heaven. Hence He willed that He should be committed
to the tomb-for public demonstration; and committed to the tomb for
the strength and the comfort of all His people.

.. Christ leads His people through no darker rooms
. Than He has been before."

.. The third day I will rise again from the dead." This had never been
.had one demand of Justice, relative to anyone of the whole election of
grace, teen unpaid, or left, and forgotten. The Lord would have been
held under the sentence, but now Christ has risen and says, .. Go and tell
My brethren." Now the risen Christ has the word of peace upon His
lips, because He has reconciled His people to Himself by the blood of
the cross. Now a living Saviour says ," Come unto Me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." / Union to Jesus
is the privilege of the Church. Someone says, .. Oh, that I could know
my interest in that life, death and resurrection!" What proof have you
and I-apart from God's Word-that in heaven, within the veil, is the
Son of God clothed for evermore with our nature? What proof have
we that on that little spot-on this little planet-Jesus Christ lay in the
grave and rose on the third day to die no more? .. It is expedient for
you that I go away, for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come
to you." And the possession of God the Holy Ghost. the giving of God
the Holy Ghost, is the token to every living soul here that Jesus has risen
from the dead, and that your debt is paid. And what is the proof of
your possession of God the Holy Ghost? The life of God in your soul.
Oh, poor sinner, are you after Christ, breathless, panting, desiring? We
sang this morning,

.. Give me Christ, or else I die."
Is that your desire ? You have the resurrection power of Christ in your
heart. I know Christ has risen from the dead; I believe the record, and
I have it. How is it with you 1 The religion that takes a poor sinner
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10 heaven is ~upernatural from its beginning to its end. Do men struggle
against the miraculous element in the Gospels? The age of miracles will
nof cease until this earth passes away, and the whole election of grace are
in the glory.

Secondly, .. The Lord is risen indeed"; it is the pledge .of the
believer's complete justificatvon. And what is justification? Acquittal.
It is not like the Scotch verdict, .. Not proven." .. Justified from all
things, from which we could not be justified by the law of Moses." The
resurrection is the evidence; hence we have in Romans iv. 25, .. Who was
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. The
word .. for" there means "because." Our justification stands in the blood
and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, but the sign of it, the token of
it, the pronouncement of it, is in the resurrection of the· Lord of life and
glory from the dead. Oh, dear people, qever think of Christ dying and
rising from the dead apart from His union to the least and feeblest
member of His mystical body. What was the memento of victory that
He left in the tomb? The angel rolled away the stone and, as I conceive
it, our blessed Lord opened His eyes, and sat up, and disrobed Himself
of His shroud and the napkin, or head cloth, that was about His head,
and left them there. The garments of the dead were no more for the
Lord of life and glory. So every believer has every fetter .of condemna~
tion struck off his limbs, and every brand effaced from his soul. It does
not mean that we forget our past. I was going to say, God forbid-.
from one point of view-that we should. But justification is a clean.
clear pronouncement. The blood has done it, and a living Christ now
receives all that come unto God by Him. My sin, my guilt felt, make me
cleave to Christ crucified. The power of sin in me makes me cling to
Christ risen, from whom the peace and the joy come.

I meant to have spoken of the resurrection of Christ as a pledge .o!f the
resurrection of His people, but we may travel over this ground, if the
Lord will, in the evening. The dust of those we bury resolving into dust,
kindred dust, is incorporated into new forms of matter. We are prone
to think of the sad accompaniments of dissolution, and but for the death
and resurrection of Christ how awful a place the grave would be! But
He Who has quickened our souls from the death of trespasses and sins,
He Who holds our souls in life, with the voice of the Archangel, and
with the trump of God; will raise the bodies of His people with the same
personality, but like unto His glorious body. How, I know not, but this
I know, that the God Who has given to us His Son, and wrought
miracles of grace and mercy in your soul and mine, the God Who holds
this fair universe in His hand, and brings the seasons in their course, has
but to withdraw the curtain, and to speak the word, and the sleeping
bodies of all His people shall arise and be like the dew of the morning,
aD reflecting the glory of their Lord.
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EARTHLY PROPS

IT must be very delightful, I should think, to be present at the launching
of a ship. I have never seen it myself; but I remember being attracted
years ago by a poem of Longfellow's, about the building of a ship, and
how when all was ready,

" Loud and sudden there was heard,
All around them and below,
The sound of hammers, blow on blow,
Knocking away the shores and spurs."

What a grand sight it must be, when all the scaffolding and props
have been removed, to see the vessel leap forward to ride upon the
waters, sea-borne at last!

If the ship had thoughts and feelings of her own, I can imagine that
she would by no means welcome those hammer-blows that took away her
struts, when she was feeling comfortable and settled on the strong sup
ports beneath her. What fears and tremors she would feel as the
mighty blows resounded! All her rest was disturbed, all her comfort
destroyed. Why should her makers treat her so? Yet how foolish we
should think her, how foolish she would know herself to be, when the
last prop fell and she' found herself floating on the deep, in her own
proper element.

I think there is a parable here which can teach us something of the
Lord's ways with His children. It is .astonishing how unwilling we are
to give up our trust in earthly prODS, and lean only upon God. It seems
as if it is the hardest thing in the world to do-to trust in God alone.
In fact it is so hard that it is impossible, if we are left to ourselves. For
faith itself is the gift of God, something that we can never have if it is
not given, and it is only the Lord Himself Who can take away our
earthly props. I will tell you of a child's experience, just to show you
what I mean.

Ruth Holland was a little girl who had been brought up in a Christian
home by faithful Christian parents. So of course each Sunday she was
taken to church, with all her brothers and sisters. Even the very youngest
were taken to the morning service, and learnt that during the worship of
God they must be quiet and good. Ruth could remember the time when
she was so little that during the prayers she would be quite hidden from
view, crouching on a hassock, studying intently the old red Prayer Book
with its strange letters, as she listened to her father's voice in the reading
desk. When she was about eight or nine, the serious thoughts which so
often come to little children brought up by Christian parents, were more
frequent during the services than at other times; for there was nothing to
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distract Ruth's attention. She often wondered anxiously whether she
would be numbered amongst God's children. When she heard the
minister say, .. He pardoneth and absolveth all them that repent, and
unfeignedly believe His holy gospel," she used to think if only they had
left out the part about truly repenting, she might have some hope, because
she was sure she did unfeignedly believe whatever the Bible said. But
at on time Ruth had been reading some of those stirring stories of the
martyrs of the Reformation, and she thought wistfully that if only she
had lived in those days it would have been a simple matter to go to the
stake, and then surely that would do instead of truly repenting. . Her
mind was full of this one Sunday morning at church, when she heard her
father give out the Epistle and begin to read from 1 C9rinthians xiii.
In a moment these words struck upon her ear: .. Though I give my
body to be burned. and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing." Ruth
felt at once that that prop had gone; the hammers of God's Word had
knocked it away at a blow.

Another time Ruth's mind was full of the vague hope that in some
way her parents' goodness could cover up her sins. One day she was
running her hoop on the terrace with her little sister; a lady stopped and
asked them, .. Whose little girls are you?" With much pride, Ruth
answered that their father was Mr. Holland, thinking that everybody
would know what a good man he was; and again the thought came into
her head that perhaps she could hide from God behind her father's good
ness. The next morning at prayers the family were reading out of Matt.,
each taking a verse in turn; and this verse fell to one of the boys, .. Think
not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father." Poor
Ruth! Another of her props was gone. Happy Ruth, I ought to say,
for I believe she did learn her lesson, and her little ship was launched at
length upon the sea of God. .

What about your props? They may not be the same ones, for I dare
say you will say you could not be as foolish as Ruth. But I am not so
sure. The truth is that anyone under conviction of sin will struggle to
find any way to justify himself. Even grown-ups fine! all sorts of props
to bolster up their trust in themselves. But if the Lord is calling you, He
will cut away from beneath you your false supports, and teach you to put
your whole trust and confidence in His mercy.

The strange thing is that even after the Lord's people have learnt that
the salvation of their souls is of God alone, they are still apt to lean on
earthly props for help and comfort. Perhaps it is a dear relation or
friend; perhaps it is a faithful pastor; perhaps it is our position or
possessions. It is often only by the removal of these things that we know
that we have been leaning too much upon them. But" When every
earthly prop gives way, He then is all our hope and stay"; and I think
that is what every child of God would like to be able to say.

DAMARls.
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~rotestant JJ5eacon.
BIBLE v. CRUCIFIX

ONE of our workers in French Canada wrote us a short time ago of his
experience in a Quebec court. The story is worth repeating in order to
give our readers some idea of the atmosphere in which our missionaries
carry on their work. This brother left in a public garage the somewhat
ancient car which was his only means of conveyance from place to place
in his huge parish, specifying that the repairs he ordered were not' to
exceed the sum of twenty dollars. He came back to discover that the
bill was more than ninety-three dollars! This he refused to pay and was
accordingly sued. In about two months' time th.e case came to court,
and our missionary reports the proceedings in these words:-

All the court, including the judge and my lawyer. were Roman
Catholics. The only Protestants were my witness and I. I was the
first to take the stand, and a small book was handed to me on which to
take my oath. Il: had an embossed crucifix on the cover, and upon
opening it I discO'Vered that it was a Roman Catholic prayer book. But
I had previously armed myself fo rthe occasion: I took out of my pocket
a New Testament and requested the right to take my oath upon it. But
my New Testament was snatched from my hand and given to the judge
for examination. Whether or not he was able to identify the New
Testament as a book prescribed by British law courts. I do not know, for
he did not commit himself. \ While a Bible was being sought outside of
the court room, the lawyer for the other party asked me if I were one of
the so-called" Jehovah's Witnesses." I replied in the negative. stating
that I was a Baptist. .. What is wrong with the book that was handed
to you ~ " he asked. .. It is not a Bible," I replied. .. But it contains
the Gospel." he persisted. . .. Maybe so," I said. .. It may contain
some of the Gospels, but it also contains much with which I do not
agree." I further suggested that in future the court keep a Bible on hand
for the use of those who believed that it was the final authority.

We have been authoritatively advised subsequently that in Quebec
law a crucifix-not a prayer book-may be used for papists in court.

I should also add that· in spite of the fact that they did not know
whether or not I spoke a word of French, the whole procedure was
conducted in that tongue.

About six weeks later my Roman Catholic solicitor informed me that
we had fost the case. He thought that we lost it because of my insistence
upon swearing in the court upon the Bible. However, by God's grace,
this had been previously counted in the cost of the Gospel testimony.

A court in which a man suffers a disadvantage because he insists OD

swearing on the Bible rather than upon a prayer book or crucifix, is not
greatly different in principle from a purely ecclesiastical court such as'
has been set up in Franco's Spain for the benefit of the clerlSY. Rome
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toves to lay its hands upon the law courts and use them as its instrument
to break all opposition to its evil work. In Canada the Minister of
Justice is a Roman Catholic, many of the judges are either Romanists or
!ive under the fear of the priests. Unless Protestants awake to the actual
'State of affairs, all Canada will soon be subject to an administration of
justice similar to that described in the above account.-W.S.W.

-From The Gospel Witness and Protestant Advocate, Toronto.

lRetlietun anD Jaoticl'$ of 1J3ookn.

•• LORD'S DAY OBSERVANCE: THE REASON WHY." By Carlton
Hewitt. Pp. 24. Price 1j- (The Lord's Day Observance
Society, 108, Finchley Road, London, N.W.3).

THE author of this booklet is .. an experienced worker of the Lord's
Day Observance Society." He holds, as does the Lord's Day
Observance Society, that the Sabbath is of perpetual obligation and that
the whole of the Decalogue is binding upon all men as men. In other
words, breaches of the Decalogue are sin in the sight of God. .. Sin is
the transgression of the law." There is a great deal that is helpful and
"good in this booklet, and we hope it may be a means of lessening the
tremendous desecration of the Sabbath now prevalent all over the land.

On pages 20-22 we notice the writer uses the words" God's House ..
<>r .. House of God" and .. the sanctuary" of churches and chapels.
We would point out that the word" sanctuary," or holy place, is used

, in Scripture of the Tabernacle or Temple. The Tabernacle or Temple
was called" the House of God .. because God dwelt therein. .. Make
Me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them" (Exod. xxv. 8). God,
however, does not dwell in the places in which Christians meet on the
Lord's day. Nor are such places called in Scripture" holy." .. The
House of God .. now is His people. .. Ye are the temple of the living
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I
wiII be their God, and .they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16).
.. Whose house are we" (Heb. iii. 6). .. The house of God is the
Church of the living God" (1 Tim. iii. 15).

.. For Thou within no walls confined,
Inhabitest the humble mind;
Such ever bring Thee where they come,
And going take Thee to their home."

We would venture to make another suggestion. Have we not come
to a time when we should realise that we cannot without any qualification
say now, .. Be sure to go to church or chapel on the Lord's day "~ In
a great number of places of worship Sacerdotal doctrines and practices
are prevalent, or Modernistic teaching abounds, and we need to be very
careful what places of worship we attend. Better to have a service at
home than attend places where error abounds.
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AN EXAMINATION OF OTHER THEORIES OF
INTERPRETATION OF GENESIS I.

By THE LATE H. D. BROWN.

REFERENCE has already been made to the fact 'lhat many Christians.
including not a few of great eminence and piety, have been so imbued
with the idea that science has proved the formation of the world to have
taken an immense period, that they have thought it necessary to endeavour
to make the story of Creation in Genesis agree with scientific theories.

They, therefore, discard the old belief that God created the heavens
and the earth in six natural days, and seek an interpretation of the first
chapter of Genesis more in accordance with" scientific discovery." The
.intention is no doubt good, but surely the attempt is unwise.

It does not seem to strike them that this is a hopeless task. The Bible
and science never will agree perfectly until science is perfect. It is not
only admitted, but boasted by scientists that science has not reached
finality, that it always will be progressive, therefore always imperfect.
How can that which is imperfect agree with that which is perfect? • How
can a crooked line run parallel with a straight-edge?

The inspiration of the Bible as the Word of God rests upon a founda
tion totally different from agreement with human science, or history, or
philosophy. Where these agree with the Word of God, it is so much
to their credit; where they do not, it is the)) which need adjustment; and
it is derogatory to the Scriptures when people who hold them to be the
Word of God consent to compare them with that which is human and
fallible.

An examination of these attempts at agreement will almost invariably
show them to be failures. "'

F or instance, attention has recently been drawn to the fact that the
late Herbert Spencer declared that the following must be, on scientific
grounds, the "manifestations of the unknowable"-Space, Time.
Matter, Force, Motion; and, with a note of triumph, it is pointed out
that this agrees as they say, with Genesis i. 1, thus:-

Time " In the beginning
Space God created the heaven
Matter and the earth.
Force And the Spirit of God
Motion moved upon the face of the waters."

Now, if this were put to the credit of Herbert Spencer, as if it showed
how near to divinely revealed truth the uninspired human intellect could
come, we might admire the philosopher; but when it is given as a
confirmation of the inspiration of the Bible statement, it is useless, unless
of course we believe in the infinite unerring wisdom of Herbert Spencer!
Moreover, a cursory examin·ation will show that the divergence is at least
as great as the correspondence between the two. If we allow some
apparent correspondence between the first, third and fifth items. what are
we to say with regard to the second and fourth? Is not " the heaven
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-composed of matter as well as .. the earth," though in a more attenuated
form? Is" force" the Spirit of God? or is the Spirit of God" force "~

The whole comparison of the vague statement of the philosopher with
the grand, sublime, and definite declaration of the Bible, is grotesque.

Again, we often hear the remark, "I do not go to the Bible for
science." If this merely rr.eans the obvious truth that the Bible was not
·given to teach men such things concerning nature as God has enabled
them to discover for themselves, no objection can be made to the state
ment; but if it be said to excuse supposed mistakes in the Bible, it is
quite another thing. The Bible truly is not a book of astronomy, or
geology, or chemistry. When it speaks of nature it refers simply to
natural phenomena, and speaks of these as we all do in the present day.
But if we want to get real science (that is, real knowledge) of those
works of God which are beyond the ken of man, it is to the Bible alone
.we must go for it.

For instance, let us ask the question,
H.ow is this planet suspended in space?
M an's science cannot tell us. It can tell us that the earth is sur

rounded by an envelope of atmosphere, extending, say, about forty miles.
What is beyond that? "Ether," we are told. What is ether? They
-cannot say, except that it is the finest conceivable attenuation of matter.

How far does that envelope of ether extend? A thousand miles, a
million miles, ten million miles? They cannot tell.

What is beyond the ether? They do not know.
Let us now turn to the Bible, and read in Job xxvi.' 7: .. He

stretcheth out the north over the empty space, and HANGETH THE EARTH
UPON NOTHING."

What is .. nothing"? they may ask. I cannot tell; but unless maher
be uncreated, infinite and eternal (and so equal with God), there must
be some condition of things which can only be " nothing."

Now, no scienti3t, as a scientist, would imperil his reputation upon
making such a declaration as the above, but God declares it. The
glorious truth taught us in the Divine revelation is that " HE " hangeth
the earth upon nothing.

It is the same with the first chapter of Genesis, which deals with a
subject that the Creator alone can make known to us; man can at best
only conjecture. Those who prefer to believe men's conjectures instead
of God's revelation may do so; but we who believe the Bible to be the
Word of God can laugh at their folly.

How true are those words' in Eccles. iii. 11 : .. No man can find out
the worq that God maqeth from the beginning to the end." When
science attempts to tell us when and how God's work began, or how and
when God's work will end, it is entirely out of its province.

Let us now examine the two principal theories of interpretation which
have been put forth by Christians to make the Bible story of creation
harmonise with science.

These are what are familiarly known as .. the long-period-day theory"

'.
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and .. the gap theory." The advocates of the first tell us that the word
.. day" in the Bible is often used to designate not a natural solar day of
twenty-four hours, but a period of time such as .. the day of trouble,"
.. the day of grace," .. the day .of the Lord," etc.; and they assume that
this is the meaning in the first chapter of Genesis, and that, therefore.
each • day" may mean a period of millions of years. They then seek
with great ingenuity to show how wonderfully the order of creation in
Genesis agrees with the order of the various strata of the earth according
to the latest' science of the da}}.

They do not attempt to show how it harmonises with the" science ,.
of a hundred years ago, or how it will agree with the .. science " of a
hundred years hence; for science is alwa}}s progressing and constantly
upsetting its f.ormer theories.
. But, in the first place, the word .. day" in Scripture is used t()

designate a natural solar day much more often than it is to designate a
period of time; and why should it be assumed that it does not mean s()
in Genesis? Moreover, the "day" in Genesis is defined by "the
evening and the morning" as if clearly to show it was a solar day. At
least, this must have been the case from the fourth day onward, and why
should it not have been from the beginning when .. God divided the light
from the darkness," though we are not told how?

If, however, it be claimed that .. the evening and the morning"
referred to the long period of millions of years, our friends are in this
dilemma, that they have to show on scientific grounds how it was that the
higher forms of vegetation created on the third day, and the animals
created on the fifth and sixth days, managed to live and thrive during a
long period of thousands or even millions of years in the darkness of night.
They will find it difficult to solve this problem.

Somecf them tell us also that the seventh day or Sabbath has not
ceased, but is going on still. A strange kind of Sabbath it has been-fat
either God or man-these six thousand years!

The other theory of interpretation is familiarly called the .. gap ,.
theory, and propounds that there is a .. gap" of any length of time
between the first and second verses of the first chapter of Genesis, that
during this interval the earth fell into utter ruin owing to the sin of its
former inhabitants, and that from the second verse we read the account
of God's re-formation of the earth to become the abode of man.

F er all this, I confidently affirm, there is not one tittle of evidence in
the Scriptures. It is all mere conjecture, as baseless as the conjectures
of the scientists. although, I admit. the wording of Genesis i. I, 2, might
allow of such an interpretation did other Scriptures require it.

The only supposed support they find in Scripture for it is this, that in
Genesis i. 2. We read: " And the earth was without form and void";
and in Isaiah xlv. 18, we read: "He created it not in vain," the
Hebrew w.ord translated "void" and "in vain" being the same.

This is simply an instance of separating words from their context, and
so altering the meaning'. The statement in Isaiah xlv. has no reference
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whatever to the condition in which God created the earth; it refers
entirely to the purpose for which He created it. So we read: .. God
Himself that formed the earth and made it; He hath established it, He
-created it not in vain, He formed it to be inhabited: I am the Lord; and
there is none else." And if we read the preceding verses we shall find
the meaning is that, as God created not the earth in vain, but" formed it
to be inhabited," and it is inhabit!ed according to His purpose, so shall
His purpose be carried out concerning Israel. This is no statement
whatever as to the manner in which God created the earth.

But indeed, as I have previously pointed out, this theory subverts the
whole teaching of Scripture concerning God's purpose in creation. In
Col. i. 16, we read that all things were created .. FOR CHRIST "';
therefore .. in the beginning God created the heaven and the earth .. FOR
CHRIST. But who is Christ? He who is very God and very Man, so,
subordinately to Christ, all things were created for man, to whom God
gave dominion over all the works of His hands. (Psalm viii. 6; Heb. ii.
5~9). .

This alone ought to be sufficient effectually to dispose of the idea that
the earth was created first for a former race of beings, and afterwards
Te~formed for man's abode.

Sorre of the advocates of the above theory also believe the earth was
formerly the principality of the being now called Satan, and that the
awful cataclysm came in consequence of his sin. There is, however, no
Scriptural evidence for this, although some contend that it was for this
re:'>.s:n that Satan is called" the prince of this world." But if this were
the case the fact that our Lord by His death made atonement for man's
sin would not have affected Satan's position if his claim to the principality
rested on a title prior to man's creation. But Christ, referring to His
atoning death, said, .. Now is the prince of this world cast out."

The evidence of Scripture would rather show that Satan was an
unfallen being when man was created. In Ezek. xxviii. 12, etc., the
words addressed to the king of T yrus are generally regarded by students
of prophecy as being addressed beyond the man to his master, Satan.
Certainly the description is wholly inapplicable to any human being.
If so, Satan is said to have been" in Eden, the Garden of God," in all
his glory and beauty, perfect in his ways from the day he was created till
iniquity was found in him.

Is it unreasonable to believe that the creation of man may even have
been the objective cause of Satan's fall, that up to that time he had
been the highest of God's created beings, but when he saw one destined
for a yet higher honour, that pride, jealousy and rebellion suddenly
sprung up within him, and that that was the moment referred to by our
Lord when He said, .. I saw Satan as lightning fall from heaven"?
This is in the fullest harmony with the fact that from that moment he
de~ermined to seek the fall of man. When that was attained he became
man's master, the prince of this world, and his whole hellish aim has ever
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since been to attempt to dethrone the Christ of God and reIgn in HiS'
stead.

If, as some have supposed, the condition of the earth described in
Genesis i. 2, was the result of a fearful cataclysm, the last of a series.
each consequent upon the sins of former inhabitants, it would turn the
purpose of God in creation into a grotesque comedy or an incompre
hensible succession of tragedies.

But it may be asked, .. Is it wise or necessary to discredit any theories
of interpretation put forth by Christian teachers which may assist to
harmonise more or less Scripture and science? "

I would not willingly come into collision with the convictions of many
of God's eminent servants on this subject, did I not see great harm
arising from the dissemination of their views.

I have already referred to this on a previous page, but would add that
these theories are derogatory to the high place which the Bible holds as
the Word of God; they make an unstable, imperfect, ever-changing
science (the fallible thoughts of fallible men) the standard by which to
measure the Bible, instead of making the Bible the standard by which to
measure men's thoughts. By this they unintentionally play into the hand
of the enemy.

Moreover, if the conjectures and assumptions of science be accepted
as correct. we must believe in pre-Adamic races of men and animals, and
in an endless chain of sin, suffering and death, long before God created
Adam, and without any apparent connection with His great purpose in
creating all things FOR CHRIST.

As an illustration of this see the following cutting from a recent
London newspaper:-

.. PREHISTORIC MAN.

.. It may be mentioned here that Mr. de Rustafjaell has found
in the desert in Upper .Egypt, on the left bank of the Nile, among
the remains of pal<eolithic flint factories, a number of crude and
age-worn limestone vessels resembling troughs and pots, like iron
stone concretions. He holds them to be of the pal<eolithic age.

.. They are older than the neolithic age, which covered a con
siderable period in Egypt before the advent of the first dynasty in
B.C. 4400. The factories were employed in the manufacture of
flint implements, Mr. de Rustafjaell considers, over 100,000 yeaI"$
ago, and he thinks it is difficult to overestimate the importance of
this discovery in connection with the history of civilisation.

.. Some of the vessels have already been promised to the British
Museum."

The conclusions of science are full of such conjectures as to the
immense antiquity of man, and these conjectures are in direct opposition
to the whole teaching of Scripture; but they are built upon the idea
of the immense antiquity of the earth and the vast periods of geological
formations.
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A RETURN WITH BLESSING

..: EVERY man went unto his own house." The priests and Pharisees
with attendant officers had concluded the business of the day, dis
appointed of their purpose. Jesus of Nazareth was not yet in their
bands. So the sitting terminated, and they left, most of them feeling
more than ever opposed to the meek and lowly Lamb of God
Nicodemus in deep, reverential fear, wondering and wishing. But every
one of them, as they left, would involuntarily turn into his own heart.
We inevitably do this, though we are not master there. Our hearts are
not always the abode of peace we would have them be. If" a wind
from the wilderness " has blown through them, what can there be but
<onfusion ? But how happy for us if, when we turn in, we find the Son
o()f peace there ~o receive us, to assure us that whatever appearances
might say" to the contrary, all is well, all is ordered, there is no condemna
tion. Then we can look through the windows with hope, and in the light
of divine love get a glimpse of th-. lasting hills, far and near.

" We took ship," Luke wrote to Theophilus, " and they returned home
again." Disciples, with wives and children, .. they all brought us on our
way," to see Paul and his company off on their journey, by stages, to
Jerusalem. The prayer-meeting on the shore was over, farewells and
Kind things said, and the companies parted. Evidently none were left
behind at home to look .. after the stuff" and to hear all that had
bappened. The hours go more slowly with those who wait behind for
news than with those who bring it. .. Why is his chariot so long in
.coming?" Alas for the mother of Sisera. She might look out of the
window, but his chariot would never return. She was never to know the
lhallbgiving of praying souls, such as comforted Abraham and Isaac
when the camels appeared on the horizon carrying the embodiment of
their dearest hopes. The same gladness enlarged the benediction of
Joshua, when he said to the two and half tribes, " Return with much
Tiches unto your tents." .. Much riches," but the Ethiopian eunuch
would have said that he was returning home with greater riches than
~ilver and gold and brass, iron and cattle. He had found the Pearl of
-great price. He had found Christ. He must go home to tell them there
what great things the Lord had done for him. In the Word of Truth
there is a great and very varied number of incidents of going and coming
since (if not also bel'ore) the dove returned in the evening with an olive
leaf plucked off. I noticed what it says in 2 Samuel vi. 20, and
1 Chr:micles xvi. 43. .. David returned to bless his household." He
'leturned from a vast national festival of sacrifice and thanksgiving. The
ark of the covenant of the Lord had been brought to Zion from the
house of Obed Edom. .. All Israel was gathered together to Jerusalem."
priests, Levites, trumpeters, with sacrificial beasts, chiefs and fathers
and orders ,and David delivered to Asaph a new psalm. When the
<:eremonies were over, David blessed the people, gave each provision for
the way, and they departed " everyone to his house, and David returned
10 bless his household." Might he not be excused, after so exacting a
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day, any further office? Could not his household be content with a share
in the public elations? That would not have satisfied David. He
might be a eonquering king, and have the nations at his feet, but there
was a palace dearer to him than all beside. His family must have their
own benediction. David was a king, but he was also a son of Abraham.
and as such had the holy duty of commanding his children and his
.. household after him that they should keep the way of the Lord to do
judgment and justice."

Christ is King and Governor of the nations. He also leads the new
song that they sing in heaven. At the same time it is the will of the:
Father and the desire which He Himself desires, to come and see again
-even now His Own family-to bless them.
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