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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

•. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort

them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves art:

comfort.ed of God."-2 CORINTHlANS i. 4.

" THE LORD BLESS THEE AND KEEP THEE"

.. And the LORn spake unto kfoses, saying, Speak unto Aaron and
lm!o his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of
isracl, saying unto them:

The LORn bless thee, and keep thee:
The LORD make His face to shine upon thee,

and be gracious unto thee:
The LORD lift up His countenance upon thee,

and give thee peace.

And they sh.all JJUt My name upon the children of Israel: and
j ;uill bless them.·'-Numbers 6: 22-27.

VARIOl'S "Blessings" are both familiar and dear to the children of
Cod. Perhaps the most familiar is the three-fold one in 2 Cor.
13: 14:

., The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen."

love these words as they stand-simple, unadorned, and full of
spiritual meaning. While I do not desire to criticise those who in
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common use may vary them or add to them somewhat, I am bound
to say that the inspired words as they stand seem always to speak
more directly to my heart, and I much prefer to hear the words just
as they were written. Another familiar form of blessing is based on
Phi!. 4: 6, and is mostly known in the form:

"The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord." (The Ordcr of
Administration of the Lord's Supper).

In this the scriptural words" through Christ Jcsus" are amplified
a little. In thc Praycr-Book of the Church of England the words
of the Aaronic Blessing (Numbers 6 : 24-26) are used in the singular
in the Visitation of the Sick and in the f)lural (and in a shortened
form) in the Commination Service.

The Blessin~; of Numbers 6 is recorded as givcll just when the
people of Israel were about to set out from the wilderness of Sinai
(N umbo 10: 11-13). They were just prepared to move. When the
tabernacle had been set up, the cloud covered it by day, and the
!ire by night (Numb. 9: 15-16). They set out with the Divine
presence and with the Divine blessing. Modern commentators,
under the baleful influence of the last century of dissecting criticism,
state that the blessing of Numbers 6: 21-26 is out of place. "It is
not very appropriate in its present position," wc read in A New
Comrnenlary on Holy Scripture (S.P.C.K., 1928, p. 126). But it
could hardly be in a more appropriate place! When Jacob was
setting out his father Isaac blessed him; "God Almighty bless thee"
(Gen. 28: 3); and when the people of Israel were setting out on
their journey, the blessing of God was to be pronounced upon them:
"The LORD bless thee and keep thee" (Numb. 6: 24).

A few months ago I was reading the Book of Numbers, and was
finding the reading perhaps a little "hard going" in the early
chapters; but, when I came to the Blessing at the end of Numbrrs 6,
there was heavenly music in it! It came home, and captured the
heart-" The Lord bless thee and keej) thee "-and the heavenly
music continued for many days, and still continues.

We invite our readers to examine with us the words of the
Blessing. May we and they, by the power of the Holy Spirit, feel
its blessing, recorded as it is "for our sakes" (1 Cor. la: 10;
Rom. 15; 4).

The Blessing implies, and assumes, that we are His-sinner,;, in
deed, but His by divine choice, by redemption, by effectual calling.
To such the way of blessing- is fully open in the Lord Jesus Christ,

......



The Gospel Maga;:;ine 195

who is their Great High Priest to bless. In Him, by Divine grace
and mercy, they are complete (Col. 2 : 10). God has blessed them
"with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ" (Eph.
1 : 3). We, therefore, consider the old Blessing in a full New
Testament sense.

I.-THE BLESSING IS INDIVIDUAL, PERSONAL.

"The Lord bless thee N_in this form there is an individual,
personal application. Each child of God is singled out for blessing.
He (or she) is not lost in the crowd. "The Lord bless thee N_may
wc [eel it true to ourselves individually!

"The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The
Lord knoweth them that are His" (2 Tim. 2: 19). "He that
('lltcreth by the door is the Shepherd of the sheep. To Him the
porter openeth; and the sheep hear His voice: and He calleth
His own sheep by name, and leadeth them out" (John 10: 3).
" J am the good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of
Mine" (John 10: 14). Such are God's assurances to each of His
children, who by Divine grace can say, "He loved me, and gave
Himself for me N (Gal. 2: 20).

Wc would say, Never mind the criticism that this is the language
or a self-centred religion. George Whitefield used to say: "An
unapplied Christ is 110 Christ at all." The cry of the truly awakened
sOlll is that of Elizabeth Codner (whose memorial tablet I have seen
in St. Jude's Church, Mildmay Park).

Lord, I hear of showers of blessing
Thou art scattering full and free;

Showers the thirsty land refreshing:
r,et some droppings fall on me,

Even me.

I,ove of God, so pure and changeless,
Blood of God, so rich and free,

Grace of God, so strong and boundless,
M agni fy them all in me,

Even me.

11.--"1")[1': BLESSING IS THREE-FOLD IN ITS FORM.

I t has the triple form-" The LORD ... the LORD ... the LORD."
In this wc can see the Trinity in Unity, three Persons, one God.

A Triune God we own,
In daily songs of praise;

In Persons Three, in essence One,
The God of sovereign grace!

(Joseph Irons).
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In these days of spreading anti-Trinitarian views and in the
increasing and often thoughtless use of Unitarian hymns, it is well
to add a word concerning the truth of the Blessed Trinity. We
must take God as His Word has revealed Him; otherwise we believe
only in a God of our own imagination. Within the Godhead, as
revealed in Scripture, there is a distinction of Persons. God is not
a Unitarian God of solitary existence. Love must have an object,
and within the Holy Trinity, mysterious as the truth must be to
finite minds, there is its manifestation. But the apprehension of
this truth comes home in the spiritual experience of the child of
Cod. "Every true Christian is a Trinitarian; every child of God,
sooner or later, enters by faith into the doctrine of the Trinity;
not to comprehend it, but believe it. . . .. It has been well said:
, Salvation is built on distinctions in the Trinity' . . .. What a
blessing it is to us who are favoured to believe and receive the
doctrine of the Trinity! " (J. K. Popham).

The Christian enjoys this truth through his interest in Covenant
Salvation by the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

The Father's ancient grace we sing,
That chose us in our Head;

Ordaining Christ, our God and King,
To suffer in our stead.

The sacred Son, in equal strains,
vVith reverence we address,

For all His grace, and dying pams,
And splendid righteousness.

With tuneful tongue the Holy Ghost
For His great work we praise,

Whose power inspires the blood-bought host
Their grateful voice to raise.

(Thomas Row, 1817).

1Il.-THE BLESSINGS MENTIONED ARE LIKEWISE THREE-FOLD.

There are three blessings invoked in the Aaronic blessing. I
do not always find it easy to distinguish them or to keep them in
memory in the order they are given in Scripture; but perhaps for
clearness we may distinguish them somewhat along the following
lines:

(1) The first is connected with Divine Guardianship: "The
Lord bless thee and keep thee." I take this to mean, May the Lord
make known to you His blessings, His mercy, grace, long-suffering;
may He bring them home to your heart and soul, so that you rest
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in Him. Thus Paul exclaimed: "Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ" (Eph. I: 3), and he went
on to mention our eternal election in Christ, predestination to
adoption, our acceptance in the Beloved, redemption through His
blood, and our sealing by the Holy Spirit of promise (Eph. 1 : 4-14).

"May the Lord keep thee." Oh, how we need His keeping!
It is the constant prayer of God's child-" Keep me as the apple
of the eye" (Psalm 17; 8). But it is also God's assurance: «He
wilt keep t'he feet of His saints" (1 Sam. 2: 9). It was the Lord's
own prayer for the disciples whom He was leaving in the world:
" I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but
that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil" (John 17: 15).
He is able to keep (1 Tim. 1: 12; Jude 24). His people are " kept
by the power of God" (1 Peter 1 : 5).

(2) The second is for Divine Graciousness: "The Lord make
His face to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto Thee." I take
this to mean that" God, who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, [and who] hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face (Person) of Jesus
Christ" (2 Cor. 4 : 6) should continue to shine in our hearts, giving
fresh discoveries of His love and grace. Even in trials we can say
with Cowper :

Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.

And, again with Cowper :

Sometimes a light surprises
The Christian while he sings:

I t is the Lord Who rises
With healing in His wings.

When comforts are declining,
He grants the soul again

A season of clear shining,
To cheer it, after rain.

(3) The third is for Divine Peace: "The Lord lift up Hi!;
countenance (face) upon thee, and give thee !Jcace." This I take
\0 mean, lV£ay He tal,e gracious notice of you, smile upon you,
restore to you the joy of salvation, give you peace in the heart,
keep you in perfect peace! How constantly there occurs in Scrip
ture the greeting, Peace be unto thee! It was the Lord's own last
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legacy: "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you: not
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 14: 27).

Though on earth we've scorn and trouble,

In ourselves but shame and sin;

All without the reign of darkness,

Fearful conflict oft within;

He Who died, and lives for ever,

Saves and guards from every ill;

Jesus walks upon the waters,
And commandeth, "Peace, be still! "

As often as we read or hear the words of the Blessing upon God's
chosen people of old, may the Holy Spirit ever speak to our hearts
of God's Guardianship of His chosen people now, of His Gracious
ness to them, and of the Divine Peace with which He keeps (or
garrisons) their hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

w.o.s.

"FORGET NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS"

Do not let us be too ready to forget the benefits which God gives
us on our journey through life. We are sometimes apt to look too
much at the hardships of the life, and to forget the blessings of it.
Surely, He gives to us to-day ten thousand times more than we
deserve. Surely, even now, many of us have again and again to lift
up the voice of praise and thanksgiving to Him, although I know
that as with Israel of old, so it is with us. They sang heartily the
song when Pharaoh had been destroyed; but how quickly they
murmured; how quickly they forgot God's goodness: Let us take
warning from this; and if God gives us palm trees and wells of water
-Elims-for a season, let us remember that we are to be refreshed
and strengthened, and are again to go on our way, guided by the
pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire. And I think we may observe,
when studying the journeyings of the children of Israel, that the
record consists of movement, and we learn very little of what they
did while they were encamped even in the most pleasant spots. Take
Elim. We read that they were encamped there, but the next state
ment is that they went on their way.-The late Mr. J ames Inskip
(Bristol).
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fi'ettnons ann ~ottS of ~trmonB.

THE TRINITY IN UNITY

lSUBSTANCE OF A SERMON BY THE REV. WILLIAM PARKS)

1809-1867.]

,.- For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the
Father."-Eph. 2: 18.

I OFTI,N think with much sadness upon the great ignorance of
professing Christians. Whether people call themselves Churchmen
or dissenters, there is a deplorable want of information amongst
them upon the great doctrine of revelation.

The professing teachers of the Christian religion are not up to
their business, and the scholars have no inclination or power to
learn. In a secular school the master must be a man of intelligence
and learning; he must himself have gone through the lessons he
professes to teach, and the scholars must have brains and inclination
to learn. In a spiritual school, the master must be a man of
experience in those great things which he professes to teach, and
the scholars must have grace which will enable them to learn with
profit. It is the want, then, of experience and grace on the part
of both teachers and hearers in the present day, that will account
for the gross ignorance of the masses of professors upon the great
doctrines of Revelation. Oh, may the great Teacher, God the Holy
Spirit, teach, and continue to teach, both you and me! For, without
Him, our labours will be in vain.

The subject for discourse, the Trinity in Unity, has forcibly
brought to my mind the lamentable fact to which I have been
alluding. How few believe it! How few know how to defend it!
How few can see the blessedness of it !

But now, under God, I would, first, speak upon the great doctrine,
and, secondly, show the blessedness flowing from a contemplation
of it.

I.-THE GREAT DOCTRINE.

Eph. 2: 18. You who have been taught of God can see this
glorious doctrine in this single text. Here we have Christ, the Holy
Spirit, and God the Father distinctly revealed. But such a text
would be no proof of the doctrine to a Jew or a Unitarian, so we
had better look a little deeper into the subject. I will strive to make
the matter as plain and as easy of comprehension as possible. The
great arguments for this doctrine of the Trinity in Unity may be
simplified thus, namely:
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First, God speaks of Himself in many places of Scripture in the
plural number; e.g., "Let us make man in our own image" (Gen.
1 : 26); "And the Lord God said, Behold, man is become as one
of us " (Gen. 3 : 22; 9 : 7); " I heard the voice of the Lord saying,
Who will go for us?" (Isa. 6: 8); and, when we compare other
Scriptures with these, we discover that the Son and the Holy Spirit
are the Persons to whom God alludes; for Christ is declared to be
God (Eph. 2: 6; 1 John 5: 20; Rom. 9: 5; Heb. 1: 8, etc.), and
the Holy Spirit is declared to do things that none but God can do
(compare Jer. 17: 10, and 1 Cor. 2: 10), and, therefore, must be
God.

Secondly, that these are Three distinct Persons appears from the
fact tha t each speaks of Himself, or is spoken of by a personal pro~

noun, as" J," "Me," « He," e.g., « [ am the Lord" (Jer. 17: 10);
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me" (Isa. 61: 1); « [am the First
and the Las t" (Rev. 1 : 17, 18); " He will guide you into all truth"
(John 14 : 26); "Separate Me Barnabus and Saul," etc. (Acts 13: 2).
If the Spirit were not a Person as well as the Father and the Son,
He would not have been spoken of as He, or Me, but as it.

Thirdly, that all Three Persons are One God appear from the
dogmatic statements, namely, "The Lord our God is one Lord"
(Deut. 6 : 4); and" I am God, and there is none else" (Isa. 45: 21,
22).

Here yOll have a clear and simple outline of the great arguments
for the truth of the doctrine of a Trinity in Unity. To an un
prejudiced mind they are conclusive; but the Jew and the Unitar
ian have two objections to make. Let us hear them.

The unconverted Jew evades the force of the plural pronoun,
,. us"; thus he says God was speaking to His council of angels!
But the Jew forgets that God needs no counsellors, for·it is written,
" Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or, being His coun
sellor, hath taught Him? With whom took He counsel, and who
instructed Him?" The Jew, moreover, is a blasphemer, for he
places angels on a par with God, making them of consequence in
the creation, whereas they themselves are but creatures; and 110

wh('re in Scripture is creation attributed to them.

Till' Unitarian evades the force of those Scripture proofs by his
n'ason. He says (1) "My reason refuses to receive this doctrine; it
is cuntrary to my understanding to believe it"; (2) as he cannot
deny the fact of God's speaking in the plural number of Himself,
t Ii(' Unitarian says, "This mode of speech is just the same that all
Illonarchs use, when they say' we command,' 'we will,' " etc. But,
tn the first of his objections I reply that man's reason is depraved
by the fall; many things, even in nature, man cannot understand,
tllollgh 1](' cannot deny them. Poor man cannot understand his
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own spirit, soul, and body, how they exist; and yet he would fain
judge God! Human reason, with all its boasted power and acute
ness, is but a fool when it exalts itself against the knowledge of God.
If reason were all-sufficient for our understanding of the Scriptures,
we should have no need of faith. To the second objection, I reply,
1t is simply absurd; for it is the most unlikely thing in the world
that God should· employ a mode of speech common amongst
monarchs long, long before any monarch existed; and that it is
much more probable that monarch in their mode of speaking of
themselves have blasphemously imitated the Almighty. Ah, this
reason. It is with this unsanctified weapon that many besides the
Unitarian and the Jew attack other doctrines as well. It is by
reason free-willers try to get rid of the doctrines of sovereign grace.
But let them beware lest the awful words of God be fulfilled in them,
" Behold ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a work
in your days, that ye shall not believe, though a man declare it
unto you."

A certain learned doctor of so-called divinity in a conversation
with the celebrated John Newton, in speaking of the doctrine of the
atonement, observed, "It is very strange, Mr. Newton, that I have
not been able to recognise this doctrine in the Bible, though I have
read and compared every word and passage therein, which is said
to speak of or allude to it, no less than seventeen times, and in the
original languages, too!" '~Not at all strange, sir," replied Mr.
Newton; "I have oftentimes attempted to light my candle with
the extinguisher upon it." Now, it is just so with him who sets
about lighting up his soul by the word of God, when that ex
tinguisher of all that is humble is upon it, viz., proud reason. This
must be taken off ere we can light our candles at the altar of God.

H.-THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE DOCTRINE.

I-raving now simplified the great arguments for a Trinity in
Unity, I would attempt to show you the blessedness of this doctrine
when realised in the soul.

"For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the
Father." Oh that the Spirit may make this precious to us! He
leads me to look at the words thus, " Through the atonement of the
glorious God-man, Christ, we both Oews and Gentiles] have per
llIission to approach the Father, and we are stirred up to use our
privilege by the Spirit." Which is as much as to say, "Without
Christ's atonement, we dare not come near the Father, for He is a
consuming fire to all out of Christ; but, as it hath pleased the
blessed Jesus to satisfy God the Father for our sins, we may now
approach Him at any time; but, as we are poor helpless, lifeless
cl"c.'tturcs when left to ourselves, and should not think of approaching
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the Father, the Spirit has undertaken to quicken us, and to teach
us, and to lead us to the throne of grace, where we may ask for all we
want."

o poor downcast one, have you ever been to the throne of grace?
Have you ever seen the right, the only, way of approach there?
Believe me, it was the Spirit of God that wrought in you mightily,
that led you there. Fear not to go often, go boldly in the full
assurance of faith in atoning blood as the only avenue of approach,
and you will get help in time of need. This is my only solace.
Here I find help; as long as I stand haggling with the devil, and
arguing with my own vile nature, and yield to the terrorism of my
sins, I am in misery; but, when I think of a Triune Jehovah working
in me and for me, and am enabled to fling myself at the foot of the
throne of grace, I there get help and consolation, and hardly ever
come away without a renewed sense of pardoning mercy.

Oh, what is all intellectual knowledge in comparison with experi
mental knowledge like this, when we can believe that there is: (1)
An infinite Saviour to rescue; (2) an infinite Father to receive; (3) an
infinite Spirit to comfort, to teach, and lead? We are then happy,
and only then. Then trials and tribulations are light indeed, and
for the moment we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.
How little do the majority of professors know of the exceeding
preciousness of this faith! How few enter into the views of the
glorious men who compiled our liturgy, who could pray heartily
evermore to be kept stedfast in this f~ith (Collect of Trinity Sunday).

But, brethren in the Lord Jesus, we have been taught the value
and sweetness of this wondrous revelation.

First, we have seen, with astonishment and delight, that there
is a God in Three Divine Persons, exactly suitable to our innumer
able wants and wishes. We have felt ourselves infinitely lost by
infinite transgression; but we have seen in Christ a Person who is
infinitely able to save from wrath and sin and Satan.

Secondly, we have seen the wonderful depths of the Father's love,
that moved Him to send such a Saviour, and He has become near
and dear to us.

Thirdly, we have been taught that these precious mysteries have
been made known to us by the special work of the Holy Spirit, who
has thus indeed been a Comforter to us, a Counsellor and Guide
into all essential truth. The work of the Trinity has been on our
hearts, and we are filled with wonder, love, and praise.

There is another sweet view to take of the Trinity in Unity; it is
this, viz., all Three Persons are of one mind. So that the purposes
and acts of one of them are the purposes and acts of all of them.
Oh, what an unspeakable gift it is for God's people to have eyes to
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~('c this great mystery! Did the Father purpose to save you or me
from all eternity, then the Son purposed to work out our salvation
!Tom all eternity-then the Holy Ghost purposed to quicken us, to
Leach us, to convert us from all eternity. And sooner shall you or I
Lllfll the ocean's waves from their course, than one shall ever perish
for whorn the Triune Jehovah thus purposed. The Father, being
wdl pleased with the Son's work, sends the Spirit at the purposed
time to apply the purifying blood, and then takes up His abode in
the pardoned soul, fulfilling His own words, "I will dwell in them
and walk in them, and they shall be my sons and daughters, saith
Ill(' Lord Almighty."

j0rote5'tant Jaeacon.

WALTER MARSHALL (1628-80).

« THE GOSPEL MYSTERY OF SANCTIFICATION."

WM.TgR Marshall was a holy, retired person, and is only known to
us by reason of his book on « The Gospel Mystery of Sanctification."

The volume in the writer's possession bears the signatures of
former' owners as Thomas Bradbury, pastor of Grove Chapel,
CambrrwcJl. for thirty-one years, and William Sykes, the first
pn.:sident of the Sovereign Grace Union and father of the present
editor of The GospeL Magazine.

Many evangelical worthies have expressed their admiration for
;,1arshaIl's hook, including Thomas Chalmers, Robert TrailI, Ralph
;ll1d Ebenezer Erskine, James Harvey, and William Cowper.

,< I think," writes Robert Traill, " Mr. Marshall's treatise on the
M ystery of Sanctification by faith in Jesus Christ is such a vindica
lion and confirmation of that Protestant doctrine, that I fear no
effectual opposition against it."

I.-HIS EARLY LIFE AND MINISTRY.

Waiter Marshall was born at Wearmouth, County Durham, in
the year 1828, In the eleventh year of his age he was admitted as
.'..c1tolar into Winchester College (on August 30th, 1639). From
VVinchester he proceeded to Oxford in 1648, having been elected to
a scholarship at New College in that university. After the expira
tion of his two years of probation, he was admitted to a Fellowship
ill the College, which he continued to hold until the year 1657, and
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then only resigned it owing to being admitted to a Fellowship of
Winchester College on the 15th December in the same year. This
last Fellowship he vacated in 1661. In the same year that he left
Oxford for Winchester, he was appointed to the vicarage of Hursley,
in the vicinity of the latter town.

Whilst at Hursley, he is said to have lived somewhat retired, but
was esteemed as a diligent and zealous pastor. His ministry, how
ever, was not allowed to be of long duration. During the latter part
of the reign of Charles I, as well as in the time of the Common
wealth, a strong attachment prevailed amongst many in England
for the Presbyterian form of church government, and Mr. Marshall
identified himself with that party.

It is not, therefore, surprising, that when the Act of Uniformity
was passed in 1662, he felt himself constrained, together with so
many other pious ministers, to relinquish his living, rather than
violate his conscience by complying with the requirements of that
Act; an Act certainly little in accordance with the Declaration of
Charles Il, from Breda, the 4th April, 1660, wherein he had said,
" We shall declare a liberty to tender consciences, and that no man
shall be disquieted, or called in question, for difference of opinion
which do not disturb the peace of the kingdom."

H.-HIS LATER MINISTRY.

Being thus forced to leave his charge at Hursley, he was, shortlv
after, in the providence of God, called to be pastor of a congregation
at Gosport, Hampshire, where he continued to labollr with much
fidelity to the day of his death.

It was at Gosport that Mr. Marshall wrote his Gospel Mystery of
Sanctification. In one place he expressly alludes to the painful and
fruitless struggles after peace and holiness he had himself passed
through. He refers to his early life, when his religion, instead of
being a source of consolation and spiritual joy, was only the cause
of much affliction to him. For many years he had been greatly
distressed about the state of his soul, and had by many mortifying
methods sought peace of conscience; but, notwithstanding all, his
troubles still increased. He consulted many friends, amongst whom
was Thomas Goodwin, to whom he opened his heart, and mentioned
certain sins in particular, that lay heavily on his conscience. After
he had finished, Dr. Goodwin told him in reply, that" he had for
gotten to mention the greatest sin of all, the sin of unbelief, in not
believing- on the Lord Jesus for the remission of his sins, and for the
sanctifying- of his nature." A word spoken in season, how good it is'
Such a word was this reply of Dr. Goodwin: it was owned of God,
and by Him brought home with power to Marshall's heart.
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He saw, now, the mistake he had been all this long while in his
ignorance making-going about, though unknowingly, to establish
his own righteousness, and not submitting himself to the righteous
ness of God-following, like the Jews of old the law of righteousness;
and, like them, not attaining to the law of righteousness, because
he sought it not by faith, but by the works of the law. The hour,
however, was now come, in God's good providence, that he should
be freed from those fears, and from that bondage of spirit which
had so long oppressed him. He saw that it was the evil heart of
unbelief that lay at the root of all his fears, and of all his want of
success in his striving after holiness; though till then he had never
suspected it. But now he saw his unbelief. Now, too, he received
,graCl: to hclieve with the heart; thenceforth he set himself to the
studying and preaching Christ; and attained to eminent holiness,
great peace of conscience, and joy in the Holy Ghost. That secret
of the Lord, which he had found to be so powerful to produce
spiri tual peace in his own soul, he committed to writing for the
benefit of others.

Death found Waiter Marshall with his loins girded about, and his
lamp burning, and patiently waiting for the summons of His Lord.
To those of his flock who had come to witness his departure, he
said, "I die in the full persuasion of the truth, and in the comfort
of that doctrine I have preached unto you." After a short pause,
he uttered, with much emotion, these comprehensive words: "The
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jl:SUS Christ our Lord." These were his dying words; and when he
had spoken them, he breathed his last, and entered into his rest in
the year 1680. His funeral sermon was preached from the text
2 Cor. 5: 1, by Samuel Tomlyns, who, like Marshall, was a sufferer
by the Act of Uniformity, having been ejected in 1662 from Crawley,
in Hampshire. This sermon was printed and published, and in the
preface Mr. Tomlyns writes: "Christian friends, it hath seemed
good to the sovereign Lord of heaven and earth to make a breach
llpon you, by snatching away from you a faithful and laborious
servant of Christ, who fed you with his doctrine, and edified you
by his example; he wooed for Christ in his preaching, and allured
you to Christ by his walking. Though the seedsman be dead, yet
the doctrine he preached is incorruptible seed, the Word of God,
which lives and abides for ever."

11J.-POPlSH CONFUSION OF JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION.

Onc of the errors of Popery, is that to a large extent it confuses
Justification with Sanctification. Justification, declared the Council
of Trent, " is not remission of sins merely, but also the sanctification
and renewal of the inward man" (Session VI., chap. vii.).
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The Scripture saith, " Whatsoever is not of faith, is sin" (Romans
14 : 23). On the contrary, the Council of Trent declares: "Who
soever shall say that all works done before justification, howsoever
they be done, are truly sin, and deserve the hatred of God; let him
be anathema" (Session VI., chap. viz)

WaIter Marshall writes as follows: "We know that God is the
God of order, and that His infinite wisdom hath appeared in
appointing the order of His creatures, which we are forced to
observe for the attainment of our ends in earthly things, so also in
spiritual things: 'God hath made an everlasting covenant, ordered
in all things, and sure' (2 Sam. 23 : 5). The benefits of it have an
orderly dependence upon each other, as links of the same golden
chain, though several of them, and a title to them all, are given to
us at one and the same time. He maketh us first to be in Christ by
faith, as branches in the vine, that we may bring forth much fruit
(John 15 : 4, 5). He first purgeth our consciences from dead works
by justification, that we may serve the living God (Heb. 9: 14).
He maketh us first to live in the Spirit, and then to walk in! the
Spirit (Gal. 5 : 25). This is the order prescribed in the gospel, which
is ' the power of God unto salvation.' ... Therefore it is part of our
salvation, to deliver us from our sins; which is begun, in this life,
by justification and sanctification, and perfected by glorification in
the life to come."

The distinction between Justification and Sanctification, together
with the relation between them, is strikingly set forth by Luther in
the preface to his commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians :

" Do we then nothing? Do we work nothing for the obtaining of
this righteousness? I answer, nothing, nothing at all. For perfect
righteousness is this-to do nothing, to hear nothing, to know
nothing of the Law of Works; but to know and believe this-that
Christ sitteth in heaven at the right hand of His Father, made unto
us wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and redemption;
briefly that He is our High Priest, interceding for us, and reigning
over fUs by His grace. When I have this glorious righteousness
dwelling in my heart by faith, I descend from heaven as the rain,
making fruitful the earth; that is to say, I come forth into another
kingdom, and I do good works how and whensoever occasion is
offered."

Well, says Robert Traill, " Let men varnish their doctrines which
way they will, and cover them with what pretences they please,
they do but murder souls, who pretend to advise them to bring
something with them to God for the grace of justification. -Bring
thy sins with thee, and bring the curse of the law upon thy con
science, and lay these before the Lord, saying, 'Lord, here is an
undone sinner, have mercy upon me, for Christ's sake'; there
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should be nothing else heard but that. But when you come for
sanctiI-ication, you have good reason to mind justification, for it
flows from it" (Works, vol. iv., p. 76).

IV.-DOCTRINE OF ASSURANCE.

011 the doctrine of assurance, Marshall writes as follows:
" It is evident, that those comforts of the gospel that are neces

sary to an holy practice, cannot be truly received without some
assurance of our interest in Christ and His salvation; for some of

. these comforts consist in a good persuasion of our reconciliation
with God, and of our future heavenly happiness, and of strength
both to will and to do that which is acceptable to God through
Christ; as hath been before showed. Hence it will clearly follow,
that this assurance is very necessary to enable us for the practice
of holiness, ?-s those comforts that must go before the duties of the
law in order of nature, as the cause goeth before the effect, though
not in any distance of time. My present work is, to show what this
assurance is, that is so necessary unto holiness, and which I have
hf>TC" <l~serted we must act, in that very faith whereby we receive
Christ Himself into our hearts, even in justifyJing' saving faith.
This doctrine secmeth strange to many that profess themselves
Protestants of late days; whereas it was formerly highly owned by
the chief Protestants whom God made use of to restore the purity
of the gospel, and to maintain it against the Papists for many years.
They commonly taught, that faith was a persuasion or confidence
of our own salvation by Christ; and that we must be sure to apply
Christ and His salvation to ourselves in believing. And this doctrine
was one of the great engines whereby they prevailed to overthrow
the Popish superstition, whereof doubtfulness of salvation is one of
the principal pillars.

"Beware of thinking so highly of this assurance, as if it were
inconsistent with any doubting in the same soul. A great reason
why many Protestants have receded from the doctrine of their
ancestors on this point, is, because they think there can be no true
assurance of salvation in any that are troubled with doubtings, as
they find many be, whom they cannot but own as true believers and
precious saints of God. True indeed this assurance must be contrary
to dOllbtings in the nature of it; and so, if it were perfect in the
highest degree, it would exclude all doubting out of the soul, and it
cloth ).10W exclude it in some degree. But is there not flesh as well
as spirit in the best saints on earth? (Gal. 5: 17). Is there not
, a law in their members warring against the law of their minds? '
(Rom. 7 : 23). May not one that truly believeth, say, 'Lord help
my unbelief?' (Mark 9: 24). Can any on earth say they have
received any grace in the highest degree, and that they are wholly
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free from the contrary corruption? Why, then, should we think
that assurance cannot be true, except it be perfect, and free the soul
from all doubtings?

" Do but grant that it is the nature of saving faith, thus to resist
and struggle with slavish fears of wrath, and doubting of our own
salvation; and, you grant, in effect, that there is, and must be,
something of assurance of our salvation in saving faith, whereby it
resistedl doubtings; and you are, in effect, of the same judgment
with me in the assertion, however strange my expressions seem to
you. If this I have said concerning our imperfection in assurance,
as well as in other graces, were well considered, this ancient Pro
testant doctrine would be freed from much prejudice, and gain more
esteem among us."

" From hence hath proceeded that heroic fortitude of the people
of God, whereby their absolute obedience to God hath shined forth
in doing and suffering those great things which are recorded in
Holy Scriptures, and in the histories of the Church. And, if we be
ever called to the fiery trial, as Protestants formerly were, we shall
find their doctrine of assurance will encourage us in suffering for the
sake of Christ.

V.-THE CONTRARY DOCTRINE, WHICH EXCLUDETH ASSURANCE.

" The contrary doctrine," says Marshall, "which excludeth assur
ance out of the nature of saving faith, bringeth forth many evil
fruits. . . .. It is one of the principal pillars whereby manifold
superstitions in Popery are supported, as their monkish orders, their
satisfaction for sin by works of penance, bodily macerations, whip
pings, pilgrimages, indulgences, trusting on the merits of saints, etc.
When once men have lost the knowledge of the right way to assure
themselves of salvation, they will catch at any straw, to avoid
drowning in the gulf of despair." .

Vr.-EXTRACT FROM LETTER WRITTEN BY WILLIAM COWPER, 1767.

" Marshall is an old acquaintance of mine; I have both read him
and heard him read with pleasure and edification. The doctrines
he maintains are, under the influence of the Divine Spirit, the very
life of my soul, and the soul of aB my happiness; that Jesus is a
present Saviour from the guilt of sin by His most precious blood,
and from the power of it by His Spirit; that corrupt and wretched
in ourselves, in Him, and in Him only, we are complete....."

May you and I, dear reader, be numbered amongst those of whom
it is written, a Ye are complete in Him)) (Col. 2 : 10).

F.C.
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IN .J Ulle, 1797, probably on Trinity Sunday, a young Cambridge
graduate was ordained in the Church of England. He had been
appointed as curate (but with sole charge) to two beautiful villages
ill the Isle of Wight; and, before he entered upon his duties, the
young clergyman married a girl living in Bath. Two days later,
un July 24th, the couple went off happily to their new home.

The minister, who was now in charge of the spiritual welfare et
the people of Brading and Yaverland, began his work with high
hopes. He had done well at the University and had good abilities.
An accident in his boyhood had left him rather lame in one leg,
so that he could not go in for games; but he was very musical, and
spent much of his leisure with others gifted in the same way. His
father had wanted the boy to take up the study of Law, but he was
quite willing that he should enter the ministry; and the young man
himself felt that it was what he was best qualified for. He admired
the Church of England, in which he had been brought up; he had a
good knowledge of men and morals; and he felt that he could
discharge the duties of a clergyman with much zeal, and with profit
to all concerned. It does not seem to have come into his mind that
his chief duty would be to preach the Gospel, to proclaim the Saviour
to lost sinners.

Soon after the curate had reaching Brading, he had a letter from
a friend of his who was about to be ordained. With the letter was
a volume. The friend explained that it had been given to him by
" a near relative"; and he implied that he could not be bothered
to read it himself, but would the Brading curate please have a look
at it, and tell him what he could say to the giver of the book.

The book was called" A Practical View of Christianity"; it was
written by Wilberforce, the great champion of slaves. The curate
began at once to read, just to help his careless friend over a difficulty.
But he soon became deeply interested; once he had begun he could
not stop. He read on and on far into the night, till the book was
finished. The rest of the night he spent in thought and reflection,
for Wilberforce's book had worked a complete change in his mind.
He had been so entirely satisfied with his own condition, and
thought he was really quite a model clergyman! But now for the
first time he became aware that he was a sinner, that he needed the
mercy of God to save him from the wages of sin, and to give him
eternal life. He was driven to the cross, where the Lord Jesus
Christ had died to save His people from their sins.
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Writin!! later of that time, the curate said: "To 11r. Wilber
force's book on ' Practical Christianity' I owe, through God's mercy,
tile first sacred impression which I ever received, as to the spiritual
nature of the gospel system, the vital character of personal religion,
tIll; corruption of the human heart, and the way of salvation by
.Jesus Christ, As a young minister, recently ordained, and just
entrusted with the charge of two parishes in the Isle of Wight, I
had commenced my labours too much in the spirit of the world....
The scriptural principles stated in the' Practical View' ... led me
to the study of the Scriptures ... humbled my heart, and brought
me to 5eek the love and blessing of that Saviour, Who alone can
afford a peace which the world cannot give."

Before his ordination our friend had given much thought and
time to preparing a whole pile of written scrmons, to preach to his
village congregations. It mllst have been a comfortable sort of
feeling to think of that heap of cleariy-written manuscript, and to
know that he had only to go to his desk, and choose out a sermon
suitable for the occasion! But now that such a tremendous change
had taken place in the minister's heart, he found that the old
sermons were no good at all. He began now to preach without a
manuscript, and to preach with gTeat power. His mind was full of
the urgency of the situation; his parishioners were living and dying
without Christ and without hope; he was the bearer of glorious
news-that Christ .Jesus came into the world to save sinners. As
his biographer says, the sermons of the newly-converted curate were
"Scriptural, experimental, comprehensive, powerful in appeal to
the conscience and addresses to the heart, full of pathos and
interest."

Besides taking' the church services in the two churches in his care,
the minister begCJ.n to visi,lc his flock with great zeal, going from
house to house. He took much interest in the children, and a.t
Brading every Saturday afternoon the little ones gathered round
him in the churchyard.

Onc day an old man brought a letter to the clergyman, and
wai~cd at the gate while the servant took it in. The writing was
not good, nor was the spelling, but it was a beautiful letter for all
that. The writer was a servant-girl, daughter of the old man
waiting at the gate; she signed herself Elizabeth Wallbridge. She
said that she had once heard our friend preach, and had been very
thankful for his faithful sermon. Now her sister had died; would
the curate of Brading be so kind as to take the funeral? That was
the substance of the request, but there was much more in the letter
besides, of thankfulness to God for the blessings of salvation, of
prayer and good wishes for the minister, the outpourings of a
heart deeply taught by the Holy Spirit.
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The curate at once promised to do as he was asked. The funeral
took place, and he became acquainted with Elizabeth and her
parents. They lived in a picturesque cottage six miles away, de
lightfully situated in the most lovely country. The minister called
on them, riding over on his horse. He found that Elizabeth had
been converted some years previously, and that since then she had
had the joy of leading to Christ her sister, and her father and
mother. It was this sister whose death had occasioned Elizabeth's
first contact with the curate.

After that first visit, many more were paid, and the young clergy
man always came away refreshed and cheered, for the conversation
of Elizabeth and her parents was all of the things of God, and the
girl seem<;d to be specially taught of God. She was a great blessing
to her parents-their" precious Betsy," as they called her. After a
long decline in consumption, she passed away joyfully into the
pn"scnce of her Saviour, in her dying moments speaking of His
wonderful Name.

But now you have surely recognised my curate? For he was the
Rev. Legh Richmond, and the little book he wrote about Elizabeth
h( came a best-seller. I t was translated into nineteen languages, and
it is believed that no less than four million copies were circulated.
rVfy own copy is dated 1862, and was bought for twopence at a
second-hand book-shop. But it has been reprinted again and again,
and is I. believe in print at present. If you have never read
T he Dairyman's Daughter, get hold of a copy and read it now.
Perhaps the Lord may ,r;iV(' it bJessinr~ with it to you, as He has to
hundreds of r<;aclers before. DAMARIS.

SC!{IPTURE ENIGMA No. 6.

Tlw whole is a question addressed to Adam.

J. A prudent one is from the Lord.
2. The Jews' enemy.
3. The fourth foundation of the City.
4. I. t is better to do this to our hearts. not our garments.
.1. A grandson of Jacob's born in Egypt.
(i "That wicked woman."
7. How we must treat the Sabbath Day.
B. Untameable by man.
9. He had a school in Ephesus.

J Cl. Saul made this of the church.
1l. A constellation.
12. Here died the father of Lot.
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SOLUTION OF SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 5.

The whole is Euroclydon (Acts 27 : 14).

1. Ephesus (Acts 19: 19).
2. Unclean (Isaiah 6: 5).
3. Rachel (Genesis 29 : 20).
4. Olives (Zechariah 14: 4).
5. Chloe (1 Corinthians 1 : 11).
G. Language (Genesis 11: 7, 9).
7. Youth (Eccksiastes 12: I).
8. Dionysius (Acts 17: 34).
9. Oppressed (Psalm 9 : 9).

10. Naomi (Ruth 1 : 22 and 4: 17).

~t6cellaneOU6 ~aper6

ROYALTY

ESTHER-arrayed in her royal apparel-stood in the inner court of
the palace. She wanted the King (her husband) to see her, to
invite her to come to him, and ask her what she wished him to do
for her. Her hope for this, however, was accompanied by fear. She
was afraid (a feeling perhaps not quite foreign to the most devoted
wives) that he would be unfavourable. He had taken no notice of
her for a month past, and now she was taking the initiative-was
coming without being called. Such temerity was punishable by
death, unless the capricious despot felt otherwise.

Esther must have looked very beautiful; but it was because" the
King's heart (and the husband's) is in the hand of the Lord" that
she obtained favour; he gave her her desire, and" the end of the
thillg" found her possessed of more than she asked or thought.
Her people were delivered from the hand of Haman-a deliverance
still commemorated with joy and gladness. Esther's" people "
so I learn from Bishop Wordsworth's commentary-were the .Jews
who remained behind in Persia when the proclamation of Cyrus,
who conquered Babylon, gave leave to all who would that they
might return to Jerusalem; "Who is there among you of all His
people; the Lord his God be with him, and let go up." And God
has given us the names of many who went up, and has told us of
Zerubbabel, Nehemiah and Ezra, with their prayers and labours and
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confessions and praises within the walls of their own city. It may
be that Esther thought on these things and wished herself with
her own people.

But, even while she went on her own royal way, the God of
Israel remembered His mercy, and" gave them not over to the will
of their enemies"; "for Mordecai the Jew was next unto King
Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and accepted of the multi
tude of his brethren, seeking the wealth of his people and speaking
peace to all his seed" (Esther 10: 3). I wonder what depths there
are beneath.

:I: :l:

When David reached the Jordan on his return from his sad
absence from it during Absalom's rebellion, he was met, amongst
others, by the fawning Shimei and his thousand men, by the. false
Ziba, and by Mephibosheth. How unlike Mephibosheth looked to
what he really was-a prince. May be his appearance would add to·
the dejection of David, who was weary and sad; but at least it
would disprove the lie of Ziba, who said that his master was aspiring
to the throne. But Mephibosheth cared for nothing when he saw
his King-his heart had left Jerusalem when David left it, and
found no rest until he returned. It might be said, in a sense, that
he continued with David in his temptations.

So the Lord said to His dear disciples. They clave to Him.
"They took Him even as He was, after days of labour and nights
of prayer, even as He was, weary." Through evil report and good
report, He was their everlasting King, and, though they did not yet
know their own position, they themselves were a royal priesthood
kings and priests. He had no sword to hang over their heads
when they looked for help and compassion. He knew all things
He knew that they loved Him and would lay down their lives for
Him-even as they did, counting nothing too dear for His Name's
sake. FOLLOWER-ON.

AGED PILGRIMS

A ROYAL GIFT

ALL loyal subjects of Her Majesty the Queen joined in thanksgiving
for her safe return from her historic journey with her consort, the
Duke of Edinburgh, during which the world was circumnavigated
for thL~ llrst time by a reigning monarch. Thankfulness was felt
not only that a safe return had been granted, but for the strengthen
ing of goodwill and the promotion of deeper sympathy and under
standing between the many peoples joined together within the
British Empire.

1
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All friends of the Society will be gratified to hear that, following
soon upon the return of Her Majesty, the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society, with nine others, has been privileged to share a gift of a
ton of sugar presented to Her Majesty during her recent stay in
Fiji. This kind gift will bring comfort and cheer to many aged
ones, together with renewed stimulation to those who so well serve
the Society in ministering to their many needs. Indeed, all who
S(TVe to maintain faithfully the comfort and well-being of the aged
members of the family of God will experience a strong sense of
encouragement and rejoice ill this token of the gracious interest in
the Society which has been maintained through three generations (}f
our beloved Royal Family.

Friends of the Society thankfully remember the gift of the lale
Queen Mary when Princess of Wales, and a series of gifts of fine
needlework which continued through her lifetime; also other gifts
received from Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, for various
Sales over the past years. Now the practical and gracious interest
of our loved Queen is evidenced in this gift. It is felt that both
recipients and supporters, as well as the Committee of the Society,
will join in thankful appreciation for this indication of Her Majesty's
gracious favour, praying that she may be upheld, strengthened, and
richly blessed of God.

A PERSONAL TESTIMONY

Now I will give you a personal reference. More than 44 years ago
ill the January of 1851, I was brought, when a careless, wild student
at the University of Dublin, to know what it was to be loved by
God, to know and believe the love that God had to me, and I was
specially rejoicing shortly after that in those beautiful words, a 1
know that my Redeemer liveth," when I happened one day to meet
a very dear experienced friend, one whose name has been known to
some here, no doubt, JOHN BELLETT, of Dublin, and I said to him,
,. I think the most precious words in all the Bible are' I know that
my Redeemer liveth.'" He replied, "Dear Friend, there is another
word more precious still." I said" What is that? " " God is love "';
" for," said he, "if that had not been true you would not have had
a Redeemer, and it is because of what God is that you have a
Redeemer." Now, that word, spoken to me casually in an omnibus
in Dublin, has been a lifelong blessing to me, and I can recommend
you to trace to that fountain all your blessings, both spiritual and
temporal, your upper springs and your nether springs-all things
that God has given you in and with His dear Son-His unspeakable
gift.-W. B. DOHERTY, 1895 (former Vicar of St. Matthew's, Kings
down, Bristol).
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PRESENT-DAY EVANGELISTIC EFFORTS

St. Albans.

S;r,-l rC:ld with great interest the letter from my esteemed
friend, Mr. Bartlett, that appeared in the May Gospel Magazine.

011 two occasions during his recent campaign in London I have
heard thc American evangelist, Dr. Graham, and in the circum
stances it may be helpful if I record one or two of my own
observa tions.

I heard Dr. Graham first on 27th April. On that evening he
preached on the subject of the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit
(one cloSL: to the heart of Thomas Houghton, when he was Editor
of the magazine). Dr. Graham gave what appeared to me to be a
very clear exposition of the truth that the Holy Spirit is a Divine
PL:rson, co-equal and co-e;ernal with the Father and the Son, and
not. as some teach an "influence." His remarks on the work of the
Holy Spirit in the New Bir..h appeared to be of a kind to which
even a High Calvinist could take little objection. Everything that
he s:Jid was well buttressed with Scripture.

I went again on 10th May after reading Mr. Bartlett's letter,
a:ld I made verbatim notes of certain remarks made by Dr. Graham
ihat appcarL:d to be relevant to the matter.

Beforc he started his sermon, Dr. Graham prayed that that night
" the Spirit of the living God might do the work Thou has assigned
Him." He repeated this prayer at the end of the sermon.

In the course of his discourse-a very clear consideration uf
Psalm 23: 3: "He restoreth my soul "-he said:

" God gives you the power and ability by His Spirit to turn
from your sin."

"You are nothing but a sinner saved by grace."

"You cannot come to Christ when you want to. You can
ollly come when the Spirit of God is drawing you and speaking
t.o you. And the Bible says: 'My Spirit shall not always strive
wi lh man'" (Gen. 6 : 3).

Dr. Graham is not a High Calvinist. He is, however, by no means
an Orthodox Arminian. One feels that he has more in common
with Robert Hall or C. H. Spurgeon than General Booth.

The assessment made by the Rev. Professor Carl F. H. Henry,
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Ph.D., Professor of Theology and Christian Philosophy at Fuller
Theological Seminary, California, in his article "The Theology
of Billy Graham," published in "The Churchman," March 1954
(Vo!. LXVIII. No. 1) appears to be an accurate one. He says:

"Graham's theological sympathies are of a moderate Cal
vinistic framework, though not a Calvinism which erases the
urgency of personal decision, and perhaps too mildly Calvin
istic for some observers."

I find myself in respectful agreement with these conclusions. As
a convinced High Calvinist there are aspects of Dr. Graham's
theology that appear to me to fall short of the full truth of the
Biblical revelation. I cannot, however, gainsay the manifest power
(so lacking in some of our assemblies) that appears to accompany
Dr. Graham's preaching, or the first hand evidence of conversions
(including one of a member of the Bar in my own immediate circle).
If this thing be of God, I tremble to be found opposing it. It
behoves one, I feel, to ponder the advice of Gamaliel in Acts
5 : 38-39 and of the Lord in Mark 9 : 39-40 and to seek to shape
one's course accordingly.

Yours sincerely,
J. C. DOGGETT.

Brockley, S.E.4.
Sir,-I have read with interest the letters of friends on the subject

of Present-Day Evangelistic EH'orts, in the May and June copies of
T he Gospel M agadne. Perhaps the following remarks will help the
discussion.

Dr. Graham was not" an out and out" Calvinist. Many people,
commonly called "free-willers," though technically and theologic
al.ly termed .< Arminians," preach and teach the necessity of the
Holy Spirit to start a work in the heart (as Dr. Graham did), but
they maintain His work call be r.esisted, and thus disannulled. If
the sinner (and they hold that equal grace is given to every sinner,
as compensation from God for allowing sin to come into the world)
wills to use this Holy Ghost influence, then salvation follows. Hence,
the Arminians' view is: there must be co-operation between God
;,nd man if a sinner is to be saved. .r udging from Dr. Graham'::
remarks this sort of thing could sometime.r be implied in his message'>,
and Calvinists cannot overlook it.

\Ve who love the Doctrines of Grace must not be content merely
to hear the Holy Spirit mentioned. We should want to hear it
stated also (when the subject of the soul's coming to God is being
Illl'lltioned) that His work is Sovereign, and Invincible, and that
Salvation is of God alone. All the initiating work is His. We who
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11Iailllain man's will is bound through deadness of soul, declare a
"inncr can not co-operate with God or acquiesce in His plan.
Sinners arc of such a nature as always to say "no," so' that for
sah-ation to be effective, God Himself, without any respect to the
creature, must do something directly to the heart of a sinner, before
He can will anything spiritually good. When that act of regenera
tion has taken place, then the active, conscious, spiritual, experiences
of the sinner follow, but not before.

It is possible (and I emphasise this, because I cannot prove it,
nor do I want to say anything unjust), it is possible that Dr. Graham
when saying the word" chosen" may have had in mind the doctrine
of conditional election-the belief that God elected because He
fon:s;)w Mr. So and So would not resist His Holy Spirit, but co
operate. Jf this is so, then Calvinists have a right to disagree, and
voice' their disagreements.

1 would not condemn any modern terms or phrases used today
(20th century language should be used), but if such expressions
cleady mean things which are not scriptural, then they deserve to
be criticised. The Bible is the criterion of truth for all ages.

Finally, sir, allow me to say that I rejoice in God's use of His word
at H~rringay. I am more than pleased to hear of blessings, and of
real soul-convictions. To God be all the glory.

Your;; in the cause of Truth,
JOSEPH HEWITT.

AFTER TWENTY YEARS

Early in .I uly 1952, and further to a visit from an official of the
Post Officc, to ascertain if I were the Minister of a Church ill
Wallascy in 1932, I received the following letter, which is a story
of an~wcred prayer, copied verbatin1 except for names and
;ldclrf'sscs :-

" It is now over 20 years since 1 had the pleasure of making
your acquaintance in London. You were attending what I
Imdcrstand to be aconvocation of Free Church representatives,
,md dU~'ing \Ollr brief visit were the gl1est of Mr. C. B--
or Harlcsden.

During your visit, I was engaged by Mr. B--- to drive
\ all to the hotel where you were staying in Nicol Road, mayhe
\ ou will recall the incident to which I refer. It was late' at
Ilight, and I was feeling, and obviously looking, utterly miser
able. You :1sked what was worrying mc, as I drove y011 to
:our hotel. I remember my inward struggle to hold back the
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tears, as I told you my story. How I had just come from
home, having left my wife in tears, and my baby daughter
lying so still on the bed, critically ill with pneumonia; how
the doctor at her bedside had gravely told us that there was
little or no hope of saving her life.

No, I did not want to leave her and do that hire job, but
I knew that I could do nothing more, that I should only have:
broken down, and further upset my wife; so I came out and
picked you up. I shall never forget the miracle that followed;
how we stopped at the roadside, yes, just at the roadside;
and you prayed to GOD that she might be made well again.

You know, sir, that roadside service was more impressive
than if it had been held in the world's largest Cathedral.
After we had prayed I knew, and I must say again with every
emphasis I knew, that my daughter would live.

She will be celebrating her 21st birthday on the fIrst of
September, and I just could not let this day go by ~ithout

sending you my heartfelt thanks for teaching me the Pow(;r
of Prayer.

Yours very sincerely,

B.G.B--."

You can imagine my surprise and joy and thanks to ALMIGHTY
GOD to receive this letter after so long a time, and I think of His
Sovereignty, Love and Grace. The following is culled from my
reply:-

"You write: 'I shall never forget the miracle that fol
lowed '! . .. 'With GOD all things are possible' (Mark 10:
27). Have you ever considered that' to believe on the LORD
JESUS CHRIST as one's SAVIOUR' requires a miracle too? 'Ye
must be born again' (John 3: 7). Every true believer is a
miracle of grace,-the work of GOD, THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Grace makes the SAVIOUR known,
And purifies the heart.

Grace will conduct me to the Throne,
And endless life impart.

(So sang Joseph Irons in 1816.")

I paid a surprise visit to the home on October 19th last year-
twenty-one years after this great answer to prayer. What a
welcome I had!

G. GORDON KEELING.
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"GLEANINGS OF HIGHLAND HARVEST"
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(By tlH: Rev. MURDOCH CAMPBELL, M.A.; pp. 121; 3s. 6d. net;
F. C. Manse, Resolis, Canon-Bridge, Ross-shire).

\Viillin the compass of ] 20 pages the author of "Gleanings oj
1Jii!{,/olld Harvest" has placed on record many traditions, received
throllgh various channels, concerning godly men and women who
dwcJ;. in the Outer Hebrides, notably in the island of Lewis, during
t!w JlIidcllc and later parts of the last century. A few of the
characters resided on other islands or on the Scottish mainland,
hut jll this they were exceptional. Mr. Campbell's aim evidently,
is to do for those regions and for that period what was done for
Caithness and for a somewhat earlier time, by the author of
.. Mini_rten and Men oj the Far North," and in some respects
., Gleaning.' of Highland Harvest" certainly recalls that work.

The narratives relate to the gracious personalities, the spiritual
experiences, the labours and the weighty utterances of homely souls
whose material surroundings were remote in character, as in situa
tion, rrom great cities. They, by Grace, tasted and saw that the
Lord is good, and not a few of them were deeply taught in the things
of God.

III tl,ose times and places the preaching of God's Word was valued
to an extent Ilnknown in our own day, and in hearing it much of
the interest of the people's lives centred. In many instances the
great periodic gatherings for the administration of the Lord's supper
wen: expected with solemn searchings of heart and remembered
with gratitude to the God all grace. Some of these occasions are
(kscribed, and no reader can fail to be impressed with the heartfelt
;qJpreciation with which the opening up, from the Scriptures by
hoth ministers and laymen, of the deep things of God, was often
n-ceivecl. Mr. Campbell has depicted such scenes no less ably and
['Ivillgly than he has outlined the portraits of his characters.

:\ single quotation must suffice as an example of the gracious
11111-rances which he has, in these pages, saved from oblivion. In"I\' whole book, none surely, excels the following :--

"There is in Lewis a little hill which goes by the name
of 'The Hill of Two Views.' From the top of this Hebridean
Mizar on a clear day, one may, on looking eastward, see the
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waters of the Minch, while westward lies the blue expanse of
the Atlantic. Making use of this natural fact Mr. MacBeath
(a minister) once said that at the place where the convicted
,~inner has the clearest sight of his ~in, there also God showed
him the sea of the infinite merits of Christ's blood where his sin
can be covered forever." H.B.C.

'I 'he book, which we heartily commend to our readers, can be
obtained from the Rev. Murdoch Campbell, F.C. Manse, Resolis,
Conon-Bridge, Ross-shire (3/6 net, post extra).

"WHAT'S WRONG WITH BRITAIN?"

i\ new book, ready in July, raises the question of the cause of the
~rave decline, in this century, of the moral standards of the nation.
" There is something radically wrong with life in Britain to-day"
is the opening sentence of the book, which has as the heading of its
first chapter, " A Detective gives Evidence."

The writer is ex-Chief Inspector Reginald Morrish, who speaks
from forty years' experience of crime and criminals. He says that
he saw life from every angle and was staggered by what he saw.
" The moral decadence which is so evident in Britain to-day is such
that our judges, magistrates, and police chiefs are appalled." He
quotes the Home Office Criminal Statistics for 1952 for England
and Wales, and gives figures which" show the tremendous increase"
of 1952 over 1938. Thus we gather that serious offences increased
from a total of 76,752 to 132,267 a year-an increase of 55,515 (or
over seventy-two per cent).

Chief Inspector Morrish's book takes each of the Ten Com
mandments, and illustrates the extent of the breaking of them in
the national life.

Wc take 011e example-that of the Eighth Commandment, .. ThoLl
shaH not steal." He asserts that" dishonesty has reached such pro
portions t.o-day that nothing is stealing provided the thief can get
away with it." There are <' thousancls of dishonest persons in this
cOltn'ry who have ncver bcen ,:harged with a criminal offencc "
they SU'II] to be outside the scopc of the Policl:. but ., tile Lord
lookelh Oll the heart:." Inspector Morrish quotes "En~lish Life
and Leisure" (Rowntree and Lavers). One hotel manageress stated
that 10,000 coathangers had been stolen in fifteen years. Five
thousand garments were stolen every year from one ladies' dress
shop in the West End of London. Soap, towels, mirrors, electric
light blllbs, lace curtains, spoons and cups were stolen from hotels,
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l'e~tallrants, and railways. In some factories thieving spreads like
a plague. In one factory they had to call a halt to arrests since
so many employees were involved. These thieves were on the
surface quite respectable people.

.I n such a way Chief Inspector Morrish goes through each of the
"I'cn Commandments.

He comes to the conclusion" that Britain is experiencing a wave
-of serious national depravity and that the people are suffering from
spiritual starvation."

He faithfully-and at length-points out that "the most out
standing reason for these conditions is that Britain has neglected
the Lord's Day and flouted with blatancy the Commandment of
God."

Ariother important reason is that" the Word of God has been
almost entirely neglected and ignored."

While we cannot endorse every statement of the book (we suggest
a reading of Article 10 of the Church of England), and, while we
.feel a lack of reference to the work of the Holy Spirit (compare
l Cor, 6: 9-11 : "Such, were some of you, but ye are washed, but
ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our God "), yet we heartily commend to our
readers the reading of this book and its wide circulation to others.

The book, which is well printed (pp. 117), is published by the
Lord's Day Observance Society Incorporated, 55, Fleet Street,
London, E.C,4; paper cover, 2/6 (post 4d.); stiff cover, 4/- (post 4d.).

WITNESS OF THE LATE DR. RENDLE SHORT

" He remained throughout his life convinced that the theologians
had needlessly permitted the Bible to be discredited in the popular
mind, They had allowed a false use of scientific investigation to
give the appearance that the Bible was mistaken. Rendle Short,
as his book Modern Discovery and the Bible reveals, had a deep,
scientifically-held confidence both in the accuracy and also the
message of the Bible, . .. He saw no incompatibility between the

.( :hristian faith and 'accurately verified scientific knowledge. . ..
. Theories come and theories go; old editions of scientific textbooks
rl'tell very small money in the secondhand bookshops. The Bible
'slll'vives them all.' "-Al'thul' Rendle Short, by W. M. Capper and
I), .Iohnson, 1954, page 134,

"1
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BERRIDGE'S PERSONAL TESTIMONY
[From" The Hand of Cod» : Some Personal Testimonies compiled

by the late Rev. H. A. Lewty, M.A.]*

How BERRTDGE DISCOVERED HIS MISTAKE

(As related in his own words).

\"'HEN the Spirit of God hath convinced any person that he is a
child of wrath and under the curse of God (in which state every man
continues to be till he has received Jesus Christ in his heart by faith),
then the heart of such a man becomes broken for sin.....

Then too, he feels (as he never felt before) that he has no faith,
and accordingly laments his evil heart of unbelief. In this state
men continue, some a longer, some a shorter time, till God is pleased
to work faith in them. Then they are justified and are at peace
with God. They have their sins forgiven, for this is the meaning'
of the word peace.

When we have received faith from God (for it is His g'ift), to
justify our persons, then we afterwards receive the Spirit to sanctify
our hearts, and now the work of sanctification goes forward. Now
this fruit is more and more unto holiness, now the love of God i:;
shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Spirit, now he walks in the
comfort of the Holy Ghost. now he is filled with joy and peace in
believing, now he rejoices with joy unspeakable and full of glory,
and now he has the Spirit of God bearing witness with his spirit
that he is a child of God.

These are things to which I was once an utter stranger, notwith
standing all my reading and watching and praying, and these are
things to which every man must be a stranger, until he is made a
child of God by faith in Jesus Christ.

:!:

And now let me make onc reHection. I preached up sanctification
very earnestly for six yean in a former parish, and never brought
one soul to Christ. I did the same thing at another parish for two
years, without any success at all. But as soon as ever I preached
Jesus Christ and faith in His blood, then believers were added to the
Church continually. Then people Rocked from all parts to hear the
p;lorious sound of the Gospel.

And here J.ct me ask what is the reason why my ministry was not
blessed when I preached salvation partly by faith and partly by
works? I t is because this doctrine is not of God and He will prosper
no ministers but such as preach salvation in His appointed way,
viz., by faith in Jews Christ.

At length I removed to Everton. Here again I preached sancti
fication and regeneration as vigorously as I could, but, finding no
success after preaching for two years in this manner, I began to be
discouraged. Now some secret misgiving arose in my mind that 1
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was not right myself. These misgivings grew stronger and were very
painful. Being under great doubt, I cried unto the Lord very
earnestly: "Lord, if I am right, keep me so. If I am not right, make
me so. Lead me to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus."

After about ten days crying unto the Lord, He was pleased to send
an answer to my prayers, and in the following wonderful manner.
As I was sitting in my house one morning and musing on a text of
Scripture, the following words were darted into my mind and seemed
indeed like a voice from heaven: "Cease from thine own works! "

Before I heard these words my mind was in a very unusual calm,
but as soon as I heard them my soul was in a tempest directly, tears
f10weu from my eyes immediately. Now I clearly saw the rock I
had been splitting upon for nearly thirty years.... Do you ask what
this rock was?

* * *
For a long season the good old Church doctrines have been much

rorsaken; by some they are derided and by many deserted. Yet no
doctrines can build up the Church but those which planted it.. We
Illay labour much in lopping off loose branches of immorality and
infidelity, yet nothing will be done effectually till the axe is laid at
till' tree's root. The root is cankered, and while it remail)s so, the
IOJipi ng" off of a cankered branch will only cause more cankered
Sllools, The fall of Adam and the total ruin of man's nature by that
raIl, logether with his whole recovery by Christ, and through faith in
Ifilll, are become exploded or neglected doctrines. Yet these doctrines
i1n' the groundwork of our religion, and prove the need of regenera
lioll as well as outward reformation; show the want of a new nature
~IS wdl as new conduct. Scripture represents mankind as dead in sin
and dead to God; and dead souls can have no power to help them
s.. lVl's. We are without strength; and therefore God has laid help on

)11l' tbat is mighty, able to save unto the uttermost.-J. BERRIDGE,
'1'/11' Christian World Unmasked.

* * *
nrridge's Epitaph. The epitaph which he composed (except, of

('IHlr.';\', the last date) may still be read on his tomb at Everton,
Ill'drordshire: "Here lie the earthly remains of John Berridge, late
Vic;,r of Everton, and an itinerant servant of Jesus Christ, who loved
Ili~ I'vLI:,tcr and his work, and, after running His errands many years,
W:I~; called up to wait on Him above. Reader, art thou born again?
No s:dvation without a new birth! I was born in sin, February,
I7 1(;; remained ignorant of my fallen state till 1730; lived proudly

(11) hiLlI and works for salvation till 1754; was admitted to Everton
Vic;lrage, 1755, fled to Jesus alone for refuge, 1756; fell asleep in
Clll'isl, January 22, 1793."
oil" '/'''1: Hand 'of God." Published by The Sovereign Grace Union, 31,

IlIlperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.
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ROYAL HOSPITALS TEXT MISSION

LAVENDER IN JULY

Lavender bags, with Texts, taken to Bristol Hospitals by lady
Visitors of the Royal Hospital Text Mission, are a constant means
of cheer and Divine blessing throughout the year.

Friends who have lavender in their gardens at this time of the
year are invited to send some for the use of the Visitors in their
weekly work of visiting the Hospitals.

It may be cut and sent as it is, or it may first be spread out on
paper and dried in the sun and then sent. As the work is continued
throughout the whole year, much lavender is needed, and this year
we are appealing to a wider circle.

The visiting work is done in the spirit of prayer, relying solely
upon the Holy Spirit's power. We are assured that God's Word
shall not return to Him void, but shall accomplish that which He
pleases.

The late Miss Ruth Cowell was at one time one of the Visitors,
and to the end of her long life she actively interested herself in the
work. Many of the Texts printed were her choice.

The printed Texts used are forty-five in number. Each yes.r
more than 25,000 are printed at a cost of about £20.

We have many evidences of God's blessing upon the distribution
of the Texts and upon the many conversations in the course of thl:
visiting. It is a ministry of the Word much owned of God.

Gifts of lavender may be sent to the Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes
(President, Royal Hospitals Text Mission), 29, Oakfield Road,
Clifton, Bristol 8.
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T HE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances Of special
gravity and pressing need. we turn to OUt· kind supporters, and to ot hel's

who have not previously helped us, for a special effol'l on behalf of OUI' poo.'
friends. We have about 125 of them on our books. They have so much
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means to cheer and comfort their hearts and confirm them in the faithfulness
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