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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

JESUS AT A SABBATH DAY MEAL

I.

First of all, we observe that the Lord Jesus first addressed those
who "watched Him." These would be those-lawyers and Pharisees
-who wanted to find an occasion against Him.

"And it came to pass, as He went into the house of one of the
chief Pharisees to eat bread on the Sabbath day, that they
watched Him."-Luke 14: 1.

"THE story of nine particular Sabbaths is given to us in the life of
Christ. ... Wherever Christ goes He is found at Divine Worship
and holy service on the Sabbath Day. . . . There is an atmosphere
of holy purpose and untroubled calm about these Sabbaths spent
with Jesus." (The late Archbishop Harrington C. Lees, D.D. in
"As HIS CUSTOM WAS," L.D.O.S. leaflet).

We invite attention to the particular Sabbath Day described in
Luke 14: 1-24. There we see the Lord Jesus having a meal on the
Sabbath Day with one of the chief Pharisees, and we see how He
used the occasion in a four-fold way.

We learn from Jewish sources that, in honour of the Sabbath
Day, the Jews made large feasts and entertained. The Jew con
cerned in this chapter was a leading Pharisee, and no doubt he
followed the general custom of Sabbath banqueting. We do not
know the circumstances of the banquet and of the invitation to
Jesus; but we are told of the way in which the Lord used the
occasion. The desire of our hearts is "to see JESUS," and we pray
that the Holy Spirit will guide our thoughts in pondering the record
given in this chapter of the Lord's use of this particular Sabbath
Day.

r .. ,
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In the house there was before Jesus a man who had the dropsy.
We do not know how this man got to the feast; some have suggested
that he was brought there as a kind of trap to Jesus. But he may
simply have wished to see Jesus and perhaps to be healed by Him
according to Eastern custom he would have had no difficulty in
getting in.

If it was a plot on the part of the lawyers and Pharisees (verse 2),
the Lord Jesus was more than a match for them. Jesus first asked
them, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath Day?" They held their
peace. Then Jesus took the man, healed him, and let him go.
He answered them, "Which of you shall have an ass or an ox fallen
into a pit, and will not pull him out on the Sabbath Day?" They
could not answer. The man had a powerful friend and vindicator
in Jesus.

May we not from this think of the Lord Jesus as the Saviour,
the powerful Friend, the unfailing Advocate of His people?
"Because I live, ye shall live also" (John 14: 19).

11.
Secondly, the Lord Jesus spoke to the guests, when He marked

how they chose for themselves the chief seats (verse 7). There
would be some manoeuvring for this, which Jesus observed.

Referring to a passage in the Old Testament (Proverbs 25: 6, 7)
which might be familiar to them, He said, "When thou art bidden
of any man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room; lest a
more honourable man than thou be bidden of him; and he that
bade thee and him come and say to thee, Give this man place;
and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room. For who
soever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth
himself shall be exalted" (verses 8-11).

May we not "see Jesus" here in that He knows and notices per
sonal conduct at all times? Do we not need His constant faithfulness
in rebuke of the inner thoughts of our heart? Shall we not recall
the message in Isaiah 58: 17: "For thus said the high and lofty
One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the
high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart
of the contrite ones"?

Ill.

Thirdly, the Lord Jesus spoke to the host concerning invitations.
"Then said He also to him that bade Him, When thou makest a
dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither
thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours: lest they also bid thee again,
and a recompense be made thee. But when thou makest a feast, call
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the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: and thou shalt be
blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recom·
pensed at the resurrection of the just" (Luke 14: 12-14).

The reference is to those who are in need-those who had no
money, those who were very crippled, those who could not move
about, those who could not see and needed someone to lead them
about. These were the favoured ones.

Shall we not recall: "For ye see your calling, brethren, how that
not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble, are called; but God hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak thing~
of the world to confound the things that are mighty; and base
things of the world, and things that are despised, hath God chosen,
year, and things that are not, to bring to nought things that are:
that no flesh should glory in His presence" (1 Corinthians 26: 29).

IV.

Fourthly, the Lord Jesus spoke to a particular Jew who said,
complacently, "Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of
God" (verse 15). In reply to this man Jesus gave the story of a
certain man who made a Great Supper and invited many (verses
16-24).

We should endeavour to fathom what was in the mind of this
self-satisfied Jew. His idea of the Messiah would be that of a
mighty Jewish King, and his idea would be that the future Messianic
kingdom would be one of great feasting. Moreover, it would be
restricted to Jews only. The man's remark probably arose out of
the Lord's reference to "the resurrection of the just" (verse 14),
and he complacently assumed, as so many do today, that he would
be among those who would be there.

"But"-this is the better translation-"He (Jesus) said to him
..." (verse 16). The Lord Jesus spoke in opposition to the man's
self-satisfied assurance.

We read that Jesus said: "A certain man made a great supper,
and bade many: and sent his servant at supper time to say to them
that were bidden, 'Come, for all things are now ready' (verses 16-17).
The Jews would send out invitations sometime before, and then at
the actual time of the meal would send a messenger round. It was
a deadly insult to refuse the messenger's call.

In interpreting the parable of the Supper, we should remember
that the Jewish man thought only of Jews, represented, as it were,
by the city of Jerusalem. Going out "into the highways and hedges"
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-quite outside the city naturally, speaks of the extension of the
message to the Gentiles.

We now look at what happened to the servant.
(a) "And they all with one consent began to make excuse."

They all had something else to do. They were "too busy" (as most
people say today), and could not come. The first said that he had
bought a piece of ground, and he had to go and see it. Another
said that he had bought a lot of cattle-five yoke of oxen-and
was going to try them out. Another felt he had an unanswerable
excuse-he had just married, and could not come.

They all refused. They were all centred on their own concerns.
A man at a Western holiday resort once said to me, "We are so
busy making money that we cannot go to church." "The natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit" (l Corinthians 2: 14).

(b) The servant showed his master these things, and the master
said, "Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and
bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the
blind" (verse 21).

Note the master's determination. It is assumed that these needy
people came to the supper.

(c) When the servant reported, "Lord, it is done as thou hast
commanded, and yet there is room," the master said: "Go out into
the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my
house may be filled, for I say unto you, That none of those which
were bidden shall taste of my supper" (verses 23, 24). Here, again,
note the master's determination.

As we apply this parable spiritually, I think that we can reason
ably, without unduly pressing the details of a parable, make some
deductions.

1. There was no preparation possible on the part of those with
whom the house was filled. They came as they were-with no
money, no strength, no movement, no sight. Does not this speak
to us something of the freeness of God's grace in Christ. It cost
God's Son His life-He went to the death of the Cross-He
became the propitiation for the sins of His people. Through Him
they came just as they are-in their poverty, weakness, blindness.

Just as I am-and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee, Whose blood can cleanse each spot,

o Lamb of God, I come.
Charlotte Elliot, 1836.

Or, as it was powerfully put by Joseph Hart:

n



Let not conscience make you linger,
Nor of fitness fondly dream;

All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your need of Him:

This He gives you;
'Tis the Spirit's rising beam.
Come, ye weary, heavy laden,

Lost and ruined by the fall;
If you tarry till you're better,

You will never come at all,
Not the righteous,

Sinners, Jesus came to call.
Lo! the incarnate God, ascend,

Pleads the merit of His blood;
Venture on Him, venture wholly,

Let no other trust intrude:
None but Jesus

Can do helpless sinners good. Joseph Hart, 1759.
2. It speaks of the Sovereignty of God. We recall the Lord's

own words: "No man can come unto Me, except the Father which
hath sent Me draw Him" (John 6: 44), and again: "And He said,
Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto Me, except
it were given unto him of My Father" (John 6: 65). Or again:
"And other sheep I have which are not of this fold: them also I
must bring" (John 10: 16). We note in the parable the master's
determination and the implication that the people are brought in
and His desire satisfied, and we recall the words of Isaiah 53:
"He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied:
by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he
shall bear their iniquities" (Isaiah 53: 11).

Our Saviour and our King,
Enthroned and crowned above,

Shall with exceeding gladness bring
The children of His love.

All that the Father gave
His glory shall behold:

Not one whom Jesus came to save
Is missing from the fold.

Miss F. R. Havergal, 1871.
Jesus said: "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me,

and Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John 6: 37).
W,P,S.

,
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PILGRIM PAPERS

SEATED IN HEAVENLY PLACES

THE world has recently been stirred by the adventure of the pro
jection into space of the American, Colonel John Glenn. Shot into
orbit around the earth, it meant that he was able to see this physical
world for a different viewpoint. To see four sunsets-three of them
from space-in one day is surely unique, and was possible because
of the speed at which he was travelling and because of his elevation.
A different vantage point! Seeing things from a peculiar elevation!

This fact has its parallel in the spiritual realm. The true believer
in our Lord Jesus Christ, who has received new life from God, is,
as St. Paul declares, "risen with Christ' and is seated "in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus." He has now a new and different outlook,
he sees things form a new viewpoint, that of God, as made known
in the Bible: he has something of the mind of Christ.

As he looks around he sees that some things which the world
counts as of importance, what Jesus called the cares and riches.
and pleasures of this life, and what our Prayer Book describes as
"the pomps and vanities" of the world, don't count for very much.
He sees the beauty and supremacy of the Bible; of prayer and
worship; of fellowship with Almighty God, and friendship with the
Lord's people. He catches flashes of the loveliness of future glory
and bliss, like the beauty of a sunset.

He sees things in truer perspective, for he sees them, in however
limited a way, from God's viewpoint. Lifted by the Lord, he has
an exalted and privileged position as a child of God. Although
living worthily as a citizen of this world, which the Bible teaches
him to do, he is not earthbound, but sets his affection on things
above.

This month let us enter a time for an adjustment of our outlook,
and for drawing near to God in fresh dedication of ourselves. Then.
through faith in Christ, we can be raised to newness of life and
enjoy a vision of the things which really belong to our peace.

St. Stephen's Vicarage, C. CARTER.
Clapham Park, London, S.W.12.

June, 1962.

.~
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"THE LORD'S SUPPER"
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By the Rev. CoNRAD S. GREEN,

Minister of Trinity Church, Buxton, 1882-1913

FOR hundreds of years a great controversy has raged around the
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. At the present day in many of
our English churches, the ordinance, as presented to the worship
pers is a complete travesty of the original institution. It is made a
source of division rather than of love.

Our church urges her members to adhere to the Scriptural idea
that the Lord's Supper is a Sacrament and not a Sacrifice, and that
it is connected with a table and not an altar.

REMEMBRANCE
The dominant thought in the service is "remembrance." Our

Sovereign Lord would have us keep in mind what emptying of
Himself, what shame, what suffering, what reproach and ignominy
were the cost to Him of dethroning sin; what infinite loss was in
volved in the reinstatement of us all into the family of God.

The Catechism defines a Sacrament as "an outward and visible
sign of an inward and spiritual grace given unto us, ordained by
Christ Himself, as a means whereby we receive the same (the
spiritual grace) and a pledge to assure us thereof." The Bread and
Wine are the outward signs, the spiritual grace is "the strengthening
and refreshing of souls by the Body and Blood of Christ (which
the faithful and they only, do verily and indeed receive), as our
bodies are by the Bread and Wine."

The ordinance is not a sacrifice, for it lacks all the essentials of a
sacrifice. There is no altar; there is no Priest (in the sacrificing
sense); there is no Victim; all these are past and gone; all were
fulfilled in the person of Jesus, when He offered Himself on the
cross "once for all."

The rubric at the end of the Communion service reminds us that
"the natural body and blood of our Saviour Christ are in heaven
and not here; it being against the truth of Christ's natural body to
be at one time in more places than one."

It was to oppose deadly errors, transubstantiation, etc., that our
Reformers were burned at the stake. It was not a question of
symbolism or vestments, but of vital doctrine, that made them count
not their lives dear unto them,

-'-------------- ------------ -..
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DESIGN OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

Let us fix in our minds the following points as to the manifest
design of the blessed ordinance:

(1) To keep in remembrance our great indebtedness to Him Who
died for us. Our Lord put this point very plainly before us. He
said His blood was shed "for the remission of sins" (Matt. 26: 28).
We love Him because He first loved us.

(2) Communion with Christ our Head and with one another (as
fellow members) was also a design of the Ordinance. Communion
with Christ is the idea set before us in 1 Cor. 10: 16, a communion
which comes from Union and is expressed in the prayer of access
"that our sinful bodies may be made clean through His body and
our souls washed through His precious blood and that we may
evermore dwell in Him and He in us." Communion with one
another is set forth in 1 Cor. 10: 17. There is so much to divide the
members of Christ's flock from one another. The activity of our
adversary, our own frailties, our peculiar environments and inci
dents of our daily life often contribute to separate Christian people
from one another. Did not our Lord foresee that such would be
the case? And did He not through this ordinance design to bind
them together in holy bonds?

(3) The "strengthening and refreshing of their souls" was in the
design of God. How simply this is put before us in the Catechism
-"as our bodies are by the bread and wine." As we, then con
template His love thus set before us, our souls are strengthened and
refreshed.

(4) The service is forward looking-"ye do show the Lord's
death till He come." When He comes there will be a glorious
requital for all the toils and suffering, crosses and losses endured by
the way. So He bids us look forward as well as upward.

The service is intended for those who have repented of their sins
and are resting in Christ's atoning work as their one and only hope.
It is an exhibition to the world of the faith of His people in their
absent Lord, and is a means of fostering that love and union which
His children ought to show one to another.

Trinity Church, Buxton. CONRAD S. GREEN.
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A VOICE FROM GUERNSEY
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I

'Turn us again, 0 Lord God of hosts."-Psalm 80: 19.

THE writer of Psalm 80 without a doubt depicts the great fall of
Israel. Who can doubt that the bringing a vine out of Egypt in
verse 8 refers to God's mighty deliverance of His people from the
hand of Pharaoh? The following verses depict clearly the great
influence for good which Israel wielded as long as it remained loyal
to her God. It was a centre of blessing to those around, reaching
to the sea, no doubt the Mediterranean on the one hand and the
river, the Euphrates, on the other. But verse 12 shows how God
withdrew His protection, the barriers were broken down, allowing
enemies to come in and destroy. Why was this? Israel's departure
from God.

In the depths of their woe they cry to the Lord to return, to
remember the vine which He Himself had planted, giving God all
the glory for both planting the vine and sustaining it. They make
no plea for themselves. If God cast them away for ever, they would
have only themselves to blame. They appeal to His mercy alone,
a plea which can never fail. seeing that God's mercy endureth for
ever. Israel calls upon God to return, and promise not to go back
again. But they need God's own quickening for that, they need His
converting grace, "Turn us again, 0 Lord God of Hosts." They
need above all, the gracious shining of His face in pardoning mercy,
of reconciliation, of the assurance of salvation.

In these days of lowness, deadness, slumber, I feel that this passage
may well be applied to the Church of God in our times. May not
the dark ages in which true religion fell from primitive purity be
compared to the captivity of Israel in Egypt. May not the bringing
of the vine out of the land of bondage be likened to the glorious
Reformation? But, alas, how soon the hedges of truth erected by
the Reformers, were broken down allowing the wild beasts of error
and superstition, driven out for a period, to re-enter the unguarded
fold, making things worse than ever before.

The worst breach made in the protecting wall was no doubt
caused by the return, in an intensified form of the doctrine of man's
free-will and power of choice, Pelagianism in another name, under
the name of Arminianism. This doctrine is the root from which
springs all other errors. It exalts man and abases God. Yet, how
many avowed Protestants who fight most determinedly against the
gadgets of Rome, against candles, crosses, crucifixes, vestments.

7 p
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images, incense, confessions and the whole paraphernalia of the
Mass are, in our day, flirting with the root error, the underlying
cause of those things which they try in every way to eliminate.
They pluck at the plants, try to weed them out, but the more they
weed the stronger the growth. Like couch grass and other such
weeds nothing will avail. They must get at the root, the God
dishonouring error of free-will. How rare it is today to find a
minister in the Established Church who will adhere to the 39
Articles of Religion as set forth in the Prayer Book. How rare it is
to find ministers bound to the Westminster Confessions of faith
who adhere to those articles dealing with free-will, election and
predestination.

The whole field of evangelism, with very few exceptions, is joining
hands, whether wilfully or in sad ignorance, with the enemy of
Truth. We live in a day of decisionism, fleshly appeals, and mere
head-believingism, with a view to filling the depleted churches with
mere professors. But these professors, the majority being young
people, are to be given a religion which suits their religious but
unregenerate hearts, hence the great change in the aspect of churches
and chapels and the form of services. The very buildings themselves
are given a new look. Great care is given to the decorating and
colour schemes. The appearance of colourful frontals and cloths,
floral decorations, crosses even in so-called Protestant churches,
talented music and singing, short sermons, elaborate entertainment
bringing in drama and even dancing, are the surface indications of a
deeper evil, the root evil, the departure from the old paths, from
Reformation standards.

But what shall we say of orthodoxy? Are there not some
churches which still adhere to Reformation truths? Thank God,
there are some, but they are few and far between. They hold to
the truths of the Reformers, they try not to deviate from the old
paths one hair's breadth, yet these causes are dwindling, churches
and chapels are closing and converted to secular use. Orthodox
preachers are hard to come by; there are few virile, young, energetic
preachers. Why is this?

Can it be that orthodoxy can be as dangerous, if not more, than
the state of religion depicted before? Is it possible for us to stay
in our religious houses, deploring on the one hand that people will
not come to us, and at the same time fostering a pharisaical attitude
that we are not as other men are-we are right! We are oblivious
of the fact that in expecting sinners to come to us, we are disobeying
the divine command to go out to them. Some of us have often taken

f
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the Elijah attitude, lain under our juniper tree, asked for death,
claiming that we only were left.

Some will say: "But we have our open air services, even wet or
shine; we have undertaken house to house visitation; we have
advertised our services; we have emboldened ourselves at much cost
to invite people to our meetings, but this has failed. We have to
admit with shame, as the disciples of old: "We have caught
nothing." Why is this? There is nothing wrong with the machinery,
we are sound in doctrine, we are earnest, we are sincere, we are
anxious to see the Lord glorified, we are ready to spend and be
spent, we have even prayed much.

There is nothing wrong with the Gospel ship. The Gospel is still
"the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth." But
it won't move. The sails are set, the crew is at their post, but
there is no stir. We are as "a painted ship, upon a painted ocean."
We are becalmed. Often has the captain mustered the crew on
the poop, asking them, at a given signal, to unite in blowing the
sails full, but in vain. Others have remained motionless, actionless,
whistling for a breeze; but to no avail. The machinery is good,
but there is no petrol in the tank, there is no current to make the
engine go.

What is to be done? Here we return to our psalm: "Return we
beseech Thee, 0 God of Hosts." Turn us again, 0 Lord God of
Hosts! cause Thy face to shine, and we shall be saved." This
demands humiliation, confession, and faith in the power of the
Holy Spirit, for He alone can give us the true vitality, a power
not our own.

As we read the lives of Jonathan Edwards, David Brainerd,
McCheyne, Burns, Whitefield, Spurgeon, we long for the same
evidence of the Power of the Risen Christ which accompanied their
ministeries.

May our daily and oft repeated prayer be that of Psalm 85: 6:
"Wilt not Thou revive us again that Thy people may rejoice in
Thee?" WALTER C. BREHAUT.

Le Planel, Torteval,
Guernsey, Channel Islands.

.~.
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

THE BLOOD OF CHRIST

A SERMON BY THE REV. H. M. CARSON
(Vicar of St. Paul's, Cambridge)

Whom (that is Christ Jesus) God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood."-Romans 3: 25.

WE will consider together this morning the words "through faith in
his blood," words which recall the phrase which comes so often in
the New Testament, "the blood of Christ." It is a frequent way of
speaking of that which Christ did when He died at Calvary. One can
think of familiar texts: John writes, "the blood of Jesus Christ
God's Son cleanseth us from all sin." Peter reminds those to whom
he writes that "we were redeemed not with corruptible things as
silver and gold but with the precious blood of Christ." There is the
great ascription of praise in the book of the Revelation, "Unto him
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, unto
him be glory." The great company of the redeemed in heaven, in
that vision of John in the Isle of Patmos, are those who "have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb."
So one might go on; and how frequently there is mention made in
the New Testament of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. We find
the same in Christian worship. At the very heart of our worship,
there is a service in which a cup of wine is taken and the words are
spoken "This is my blood of the New Testament which is shed for
you and for many for the remission of sins." We find the same in
Christian hymns. Some of the great hymns we sing when we meet
together, speak of the blood of Christ:

"And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Saviour's blood?"

"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress."

"There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel's veins;

And sinners plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains."

Yet somehow, I feel that at times Christians sing such hymns and
speak possibly in their prayers of the blood of Christ, but are
not quite clear in their own minds as la what precisely the New
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Testament really means when it speaks so frequently in this way.
What confuses the issue a bit more in these days is that. as in so

many realms of Christian doctrine, the words of the Bible are used;
but men so often put a different meaning into them. Men will say
nowadays. or at least quite a few of them who profess to be
theologians. that when the Bible speaks about the blood of Christ,
it does not speak. as Christians have thought in times past. of the
death of Christ as a sacrifice. "No." they say. "we will keep the
language, because there it is, but let us interpret it with a new
understanding." "Insight." of course. is the word which is used
nowadays-a new "insight" into its meaning. They say "The life
is in the blood" and that means that blood shed is life set free. life
liberated. So they would say that when the New Testament speaks
about the blood of Jesus Christ. it is speaking about the life of
Christ, liberated and so made available to men.

FOUNDATION OF THE GOSPEL IS AT STAKE

Now someone may say. "Well, is this not just another of the
quibbles in which theologians so delight? Does it matter so very
much?" The answer is that it matters tremendously because the
whole foundation of the gospel is at stake. You cannot read the
New Testament without being aware that the centre of gravity is at
Calvary. That is where the emphasis has always lain.

Take the very gospel narratives themselves. Is it not significant
that a major portion of those gospel narratives is taken up with one
week in Christ's ministry. and that one week is the last week
culminating in His death and the Cross? A minor part. judging by
this standard. is given to the birth narratives. and even the narrative
of His earthly ministry in terms of parable and miracle. does not
loom into the forefront as this does.

The Cross is the thing that looms large in the thinking of the
Apostles; and you find this right through the New Testament, so
much so that when Paul describes his preaching he says, "We
preach Christ crucified." Now any teaching. or any tendency which
would tend to move the emphasis. and ignore or make less mention
of the Cross, is suspect straight away. because you are taking away
the whole basis of our salvation. Without this centrality of the
Cross. without this emphasis on Christ crucified. we have no gospel,
we have no good news, we have merely pious advice which bids us
look back on One who lived a wonderful life. and perhaps in that
teaching died a wonderful death. But we have no gospel of de
liverance from sin. We have no gospel which speaks of One whose
blood cleanses from sin. This is a gospel from which the very heart
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has been removed. So when men speak today in this way, saying
that the blood of Christ really means the life of Christ, it is not a
quibble to question what they are saying. We are dealing with the
heart of our gospel message.

WHAT THE BIBLICAL WRITERS MEANT

Now let us ask this morning, what did the Biblical writers mean
when they spoke in this way, this way that is so unfamiliar by our
standards of thinking; this way, indeed, which jars on so many
people. There are those who are prepared to talk sometimes, in a
rather sentimental fashion, about the Cross; but they do not like the
mention of the blood of Christ. Yet the New Testament writers
thrust this phrase in our face. This is the way they speak of it
constantly.

By blood, they mean surely, not life, but they mean essentially
death. It is perfectly true that the life is in the blood; but that is
blood coursing in the veins. When the blood is in the body, a man
is alive; but when blood is shed the man is dead. Indeed the very
term we use-"bloodshed"-speaks of death. It speaks of life laid
down, not life liberated in some mysterious way; it means the
termination of life; it means death. It speaks of a violent death.

We think of someone who has lived three score years and ten,
or possibly four score years, and it is a quiet ending to a long life;
and when it is a child of God, we cannot but give thanks for the
life that has been lived. But there is something very different
between that and someone violently done to death by murder or on
a battlefield. There we speak of bloodshed; and the very term
conjures up to our minds a violent ending of a life.

SACRIFICIAL DEATH

Now in the Bible, while both these usages are present-one
thinks, for example, of "whosoever sheddeth man's blood, by man
shall his blood be shed"-yet essentially the main emphasis in the
Bible, when the word blood is used, is on sacrificial death.

That is why in the Old Testament, if you read for example the
book of Leviticus (one of the books which is largely neglected by
the saints) you will find a great deal of mention of the blood shed,
of the sacrificial system, of the way in which the blood is to be
poured upon the altar, and sprinkled upon the worshippers; there is
a whole ritual about the use of the blood of the sacrifice.

So when the New Testament writers speak about the blood of
Christ, they are speaking against an Old Testament background;
because the Old Testament is the means by which you understand
the New. If you come straight to the New Testament, it is very hard,
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.indeed it is well nigh impossible, to understand it, unless you first
read your Old Testament.

So what do they mean when they speak of the blood of Christ?
They are simply saying this: He has died, this Jesus Christ. He
has died a violent death. They crucified Him; they killed Him;
they did Him to death on a scaffold; but He has died the death of a
sacrifice. It is perfectly true that He offered His life. It is true
that His life was one long act of obedience; but His obedience
culminated in His death; and it is His death which is the important
thing. His death is not just an act of obedience; it is that, but it is
something much more; His death is the great act of deliverance,
of salvation.

Well, if this is true, if by blood the Biblical writers mean death,
what particular message comes to us through this usage? You
might say, "Well, if they mean death, why do they not say death?"
Why use this strange phrase, a phrase which almost jars upon one,
because so often in such things, we become so sensitive, do we not?
Why then use this term and why use it so frequently? Surely
because of what I have just said. These men are writing with an
Old Testament background; and when they say not just death, but
blood, they are saying, Go back to your Old Testament and realise
what we are saying when we speak of the blood of Christ. We are
speaking of the particular significance of His death. We are telling
you what it means, and every time we use this term blood, we are
saying that this is what the death of Christ really means.

1-THE BLOOD BRINGS A COVERING

Well now, what does it mean? In the Old Testament the blood
of the sacrificial victim was looked upon as a covering. The idea was
this. Here is the man; he has sinned against God; he has broken
God's law, and that means he is guilty. Not only that, but because
of his guilt, he is liable to death, because the principle right through
Scripture is that the wages of sin is death. Now in the ritual of the
Old Testament law, he brought his offering, his sacrifice; and in
bringing the sacrifice, he acknowledges his sin. He acknowledged
the fact that he could not just go to God himself; he could not,
as it were, simply walk into God's presence and begin praying to
God as his Father. The very fact that he brought a sacrifice,
indicated the realisation in his own mind that he was not fit to
come; that something had to happen before he presumed to enter
God's presence. Not only that! The fact that he brought a sacrifice
which was to be slain, was an indication, a clear indication of the
fact that not only did he see that he was a sinner, and that he was
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guilty, but that he was liable to death. The very fact that in this
ritual, death was visited upon the sacrificial victim, was a declaration
on the part of the worshipper that this was what was due to him.
So you got the whole symbolism of the act. When he brought the
sacrificial victim and laid his hands on the head of the beast, it
was in a vivid symbolic way, using picture language, as it were;
he was transferring to the victim his liability because of his guilt,
and so the victim was slain in his place.

But now here is the further significant thing about the ritual;
the blood of the victim was sprinkled on the mercy seat as well as
on the altar. Now what is the point of that? Do you remember
that the mercy seat was the flat lid, if you like to put it that way,
over the Ark of the Covenant, and in that Ark there were the
Tables of the Law. Now those Tables spoke of God's demands
upon men. These people who were coming were people who had
broken that law; and that law demanded from them that they
should be punished. And now you can see, I trust, how the ritual
builds up its message. They are coming as those who are law
breakers; but as they come now they have brought their offering
and their sacrifice, and the death which should have been theirs is
visited upon the sacrifice which stands there in their place, and the
blood is sprinkled upon the mercy seat. It is an indication to them
that at that very point where they sinned, by their offence against
the law of God, God has provided a way of deliverance, a way of
forgiveness; and the blood is spoken of in the Old Testament as a
covering. It is translated sometime in our English Bible as an
atonement, but the word simply means a covering. The thought is
this: Here is the sinner. and he is under the judgment of God.
God looks upon him as a judge looks upon one who is guilty; but
the blood acts, as it were, as a covering, so that God sees no longer
the sinner, but sees that the judgment has already been visited upon
the sacrifice, and so the man goes free.

All this, of course, was simply by way of preparation; it was to
look forward to the final sacrifice which was to be offered, when the
Lamb of God would bear away the sin of the world. And Christ's
blood shed was the blood of a sacrifice, of a sin offering. This time
it was not a victim taken from the herd of sheep or goats; this
time it was the Son of God Himself, made man for us and for our
salvation, and He goes there in the place of His people. He is
literally and in the deepest sense, their substitute; and there, as we
saw when we considered that great word propitiation, there He
satisfied the demands of the law. He took upon Himself our guilt
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and therefore took upon Himself the penalty that was due to us. So
the blood of Christ, in a way that the sacrificial victim of the Old
Testament could never be, acts as a covering. God, in other words,
no longer looks upon our guilt and our sin and our shame; and He
no longer visits us with eternal death. He looks rather upon His
Son, His beloved Son, who has shed His blood that we might be
made free. The blood of Christ is the covering, the atonement, the
means whereby the judgment is averted.

n.-THE BLOOD BRINGS CLEANSING FROM ALL SIN

But there was something else in the ritual of the Old Testament.
The blood was not only sprinkled on the altar and on the mercy
seat. The blood was also sprinkled symbolically upon the wor
shipper himself, and you can see the significance of the ritual at that
point. The sacrifice has been offered. The lamb has been slain, and
there atonement has been made. So the symbolical sprinkling of the
blood upon the worshipper is simply a declaration that all this is
being applied to him. This has been done; sin has been dealt with;
judgment has fallen; and now, as it were, God applies it all to him.
Now is this not what John means when he says that "if we walk in
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son, cleanseth us from all sin"?
(l John 1: 7). Surely this is what is involved in that great statement.
Christ's blood was shed. "There is the Lamb of God" says John
the Baptist; there is our Substitute; there is the Victim offered in
our place, and the blood is sprinkled upon us.

The blood of Christ cleanses us. In other words, the fruit of what
He accomplished there is applied to us, and we are cleansed from
all sin. That is why this cleansing is so thorough and complete,
because it is such a wonderful death. This is not some imperfect
human sacrifice. This is the Son of God, the One from heaven's
glory; and so His death has infinite worth. When it is applied, there
is complete and utter cleansing.

I find this is a wonderful truth for Christians who have deeply
troubled consciences. Now I am sure most of us go through the
experience if we are Christians, of having become involved in this
or that failure or sin. We have confessed it; and we believe with
our minds that God has forgiven it; and yet somehow it seems to
linger on; and we feel almost as if there is a taint upon our soul.
There is almost a feeling of defilement. Now here, I believe, is a
great word to bring a sense of utter forgiveness, "He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous
ness"-to re-establish us in a perfect purity-because "the blood
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of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin." This is not some
temporary purging; this is not some inadequate purification; this is
the perfect, complete purifying made possible because His blood
was shed. He died that we might be clean.

IlL-IT IS THE BLOOD WHICH ESTABLISHES THE
COVENANT

One more thought on this line! That blood provided, in Old
Testament language, a covering; it provided an atonement. It
provided also this cleansing, this complete purity; and also it is
the basis of the establishment of the covenant. Go back to the
communion service: "this is my blood of the new covenant which
is shed for you and for many for the remission of sins." When the
Bible talks about the covenant, it is talking about something which
is at the very heart of Biblical religion; and I think that the reason
why so many Christians nowadays have not even begun to think
about the covenant, is an indication of the fact that they are not
really well acquainted with the central theme of Scripture. What
does the Bible mean when it talks about a covenant? Go right back
to what happened when God called Abraham. God took him from
a background of paganism, called him from the land of Ur of the
Chaldees, and God established a covenant with him. A covenant
is simply a compact, a mutual compact between two people.
Marriage, for example, is one illustration of an earthly covenant
or compact between two people.

But this covenant between God and man differs from any human
covenant in that it is a gracious one. God enters into covenant
relationship with people who deserve nothing but His judgment.
What an intimate covenant it is. He dwells with us and puts His
Spirit within us. He is our God, we are His people. We are in this
intimate fellowship with our Creator. But here is the significance
of the blood of the covenant. We are sinners and God is holy; and
God is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. That means that God
cannot possibly keep company with those who are unclean. He
cannot enter into covenant with those who are rebels against His
authority, with those who have been defiled. The very fact that
some people imagine that it is quite easy to walk in company with
God, is an indication of the blindness of their own heart and their
utter lack of awareness of their own sin. When once we see our
sin, we realise that we cannot possibly think in terms of being in
company with Him; something must happen, and this something is
the shedding of the blood of the covenant. In the Old Testament,
at Mount Sinai, that was the message. The blood was shed; the
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judgment fell upon the victim; and so now with sin covered, with
sin cleansed, people could be brought into this covenant fellowship
with God. And Jesus, with that background of the Old Testament
says, Here is the final truth: This blood spilt at Calvary is the blood
of the new covenant.

THE NEW COVENANT

Why is it new? It is new because of the greater blessings that it
brings. In this covenant there is an intimacy in our contact which
even the believers of the old covenant did not have. When Christ
died, what happened to the temple? The veil of the temple which
hung before the mercy seat, that heavy curtain which symbolically
had kept the worshippers out from the most holy place, was ripped
asunder. Christ declared by His death that the way of approach
was open; believers might go directly into the presence of God.
No longer is there any need for an earthly mediator; no longer any
need for a human priest. Through the blood of Christ, we have
boldness to go to the very mercy seat itself. This is the glory of
the new covenant.

Yes, and that law, the law in the Ark, written on tables of stone,
is now written on our hearts so that we know God's law and our
hearts respond to that word. The Spirit writes the word upon our
conscience, and the Spirit evokes from us an answering word of
obedience to that law.

This is an everlasting covenant. Nothing can separate us from
the love of Christ, not even death itself. And at the foundation, at
the very basis of this covenant, there is the blood of the covenant
which was shed for the remission of sins.

FAITH IN HIS BLOOD

Paul speaks here of faith in His blood, and I think this is one
point where often Christians tend to be very weak in their thinking,
and as a result, in their presentation of the gospel. We say, believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and this perfectly true. But do we know
what it means to believe on Him? Paul says it means to have faith
in His blood; to rely upon His blood. Someone may say this is
rather a strange way of speaking. It is. But it is the Biblical way
of speaking. This is the gospel-you believe in the blood of Christ.
Now what does that mean? It means that you rely upon it. You
rely upon what Christ has done when He died. He died as my
substitute; He died as my sin bearer; He was the sacrifice offered
in my place; then I believe in His blood. I simply say, that is what
His death means; that is what that shed blood means; I rely upon
that. Just as the Old Testament worshipper brought the victim and
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laid his hand upon its head and said, "this is my substitute and
this death is my death," so we come with a nobler Victim than any
that was brought under the old covenant. We come and we see
there the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ; and faith means
that I reach out, as it were, my hand and I lay it upon Him. I look
up to my offended Judge and I say, "I am not worthy of anything
but judgment and death and hell; but here is my Lamb, here is my
Substitute, and there is the blood that was shed for me, the blood
that signifies the fact that He has satisfied the demands of the law.
He has borne it all in my place. I lay my hand by faith upon my
Sin-bearer. I trust in His blood, and in and through His blood
I have remission of sins, I have peace with God."

IS THIS WHERE YOUR HOPE LIES?

The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, brings a covering, it brings
this purifying, this cleansing from sin, and it is the blood which
establishes the covenant. I ask you, is this where your hope lies?

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.

When you and I stand before God's throne in the day of judgment,
in that day it will be utterly pointless to quote what we have been
or what we have done. All our goodness will shrivel up in that day,
before the awful searching gaze of God. There will be only one
ground on which men will stand in the day of judgment; it will be
on the basis of the blood of Christ shed for sinners. Unless you and
I by grace are trusting now in that blood, in that death of the
Lamb of God, in that day all our goodness will be utterly in vain.
I ask you, if you are a Christian, are you rejoicing in the power of
the blood of Christ? Yes, and are you declaring a gospel in which
the blood of Christ is at the very heart of your message? May I
close with Charles Wesley's hymn, that hymn which speaks of the
power and the significance of the blood of the Lamb.

His only righteousness I show,
His saving grace proclaim;

'Tis all my business here below
To cry, Behold the Lamb.

Happy, if with my latest breath
I might but gasp His name,

Preach Him to all, and cry in death,
Behold, Behold the Lamb.

Cambridge, 1962. . H. M. CARSON.
I,.



ALICE wall a true gypsy, with all the characteristics of her strange
race. At nineteen she was a fine, handsome girl, with black flashing
eyes and vivid colouring, reckless, bold and altogether undisciplined.
Like the rest of her family, she could neither read nor write, and
lived mostly by her wits, lying and cheating whenever she thought
needful. But she was kindly and cheerful, staunch to her friends,
and affectionate to her family. The free gypsy life that they lived
she dearly loved: the open sky, the heaths and moors, the running
streams, the woods and fields, seemed as necessary to her as
breathing. To her free spirit the comforts and conveniences of
town life were like the bars and gratings of a prison-cell.

Alice's people were camping on a moor near a small country
town, when she fell in with a young labourer called Harry Gray.
He was no gypsy, but he had idle vagabond ways, and the tent-life
of the gypsies appealed to him. He and Alice fell in love; they were
always meeting somewhere, and at last without a word to anyone
they walked over the moors to a little country church, and were
married.

After this event, AIice and her husband joined themselves entirely
with the gypsies, and disappeared from the neighbourhood of the
little town, leaving no trace behind them; for even the Gray parents
scarcely ever heard from their son.

It was five or six years later that it became known that Harry
Gray had brought his wife home to his parents' house, far gone in
consumption. Much against her will, he had prevailed on her to
leave the old encampments, and come back to the little town, in
order to be within reach of a hospital. The old Grays welcomed
their son and his wife, and very kindly gave up their front room
to them.

Now in the providence of God, it happened that the clergyman of
the parish was a good man, a real pastor of souls; and hearing from
a district visitor about the sick gypsy, he called at the Grays' cottage
to see her. It was then evident that she was very ill; but she seemed
pleased to be visited, and after some friendly conversation she made
no objection to the Rector's reading to her from the Bible, and
afterwards kneeling to pray, as his custom was. Harry got work
under a farmer near by, and every week he drove his wife in his
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master's cart to see the doctors at the County hospital some miles
away. But Alice grew steadily worse, and at last found it impossible
to bear the jolting of the cart, even when she was propped up with
all the pillows her husband could find.

During these months the Rector called on her frequently. Alice
always received him cordially, and was ready to talk to him about
the old life, for which she unceasingly longed. But to his spiritual
ministrations she made no response at all, and often the pastor
would go home quite despondent. She never rejected his attempts;
but that was all that could be said for her.

But when the land is bound by iron frosts, it does not mean that .
nothing is going on underneath. The time came when it was seen I:·

that the Holy Spirit had been silently working in the heart of the •••....•
poor gypsy girl. One day the Rector chose for his reading the .
parable of the lost sheep; and then he compared the wanderings of
the gypsies with the straying of the sheep, and dwelt upon the love
and tenderness of the good Shepherd as He sought for the lost one
from the flock. Closing the Bible, he read that beautiful hymn,
"Just as I am, without one plea." The Rector did not expect any
response; so he rose in order to kneel as usual in prayer-and was
suddenly arrested by the look on the girl's face. All the calm
indifference was gone; her features were working with emotion, and
at length with tears she broke out in a flood of contrition for all the
wickedness of her wild and sinful life. "And now I'm going to
die! What shall I do? What shall I do? Oh tell me, sir, is there
any way I can be forgiven?"

The clergyman was greatly moved at this sudden change. He
pointed poor Alice to the Saviour, who died that such sinners as she
might live, to the Shepherd who gave His life for straying sheep.
Then he prayed with the weeping girl, and this time AIice sobbed
out the words after him. Then he repeated to her the words, "God
so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that
whosover beIieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life." Alice could not read, you remember, so the Rector made
sure that she had the words in her head; and then he left her,
wondering and hoping.

It was a few days before the minister was able to visit AIice again,
but then he was welcomed as never before. Her face was beaming, i
and as the Rector hesitated, almost afraid to ask her what it meant, ·1··

she burst out, "Oh sir, He's found me! I was a lost sheep, and .
the good Shepherd has found me-I'm sure He has!" She put
out her hand, and the clergyman shook it warmly, saying, "Thank

&.



God! thank God! " over and over again. His prayer that day was
one of thanksgiving, as you may imagine.

During the few months that remained of Alice's life, it was a
great joy and interest to the good minister to watch the spiritual
growth of the poor gypsy girl. She was altogether ignorant, but the
living Spirit was her Teacher, and "Who teacheth like Him?" She
seemed to drink in the truths of the gospel; and the change was
apparent to all around her, for the gentle meekness which she now
displayed was so different from her former boldness. During the last
few days of her life, her old mother suddenly arrived, and nursed her
with great devotion. The Rector called every day, and always found
the old woman with her long dark hair flowing, her brown face
shaded by a red shawl, kneeling patiently at her daughter's side.
When all was over, the old gypsy disappeared again; Harry too
disappeared; but they had both witnessed a miracle of the grace of
God, and had seen the wild gypsy whom they loved so dearly die
serenely in the peace of forgiven sin. DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 101

The whole: Joseph of Arimathaea was an honourable one.

1. This "is kind."
2. Under this sat the angel who spoke to Gideon.
3. We are not be unequally yoked together with them.
4. Jonathan's little son was lamed by a fall when his this was

carrying him.
5. The sheep do not know their voice.
6. The elder of twins.
7. Part of John the Baptist's diet.
8. The wise men feared that the Persian these would despise

their husbands.
9. From his throne Herod made one to the people.

10. Naaman turned and went away in a this.

SOLUTION OF No. 100

The whole: HUNDRED (Gen. 11: 10).

1. Hymns (Coloss. 3: 16).
2. Understanding (Dan. 1: 17).
3. Ninety and nine (Luke 15: 4).
4. Drink (Gen. 21: 19).
5. Read (Acts 8: 28).
6. Eloquent (Exod. 4: 10).
7. Damaris (Acts 17: 34).
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WELLSPRINGS

THE TRUE AND THE FALSE

"Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them."-Matthew 7: 20.
THE gift of discernment is one of the wonderful possessions of the
children of God, and in the exercise of this gift they are guarded
and warned against some of the dangers of false doctrine.

The Lord Jesus Christ, speaking to His disciples in the Sermon
on the Mount. warns them against false prophets and tells them
plainly how to discern between the true and the false: "Wherefore
by their fruits ye shall know them."

THE TEST OF SCRIPTURE

This test can be applied at the present day. We are taught in
God's word to distinguish and discriminate between truth and error.
We may encounter some who, though professing to be Christians,
teach and preach strange doctrines not found in the Word of God
and which are contrary to fundamental truth. Let us, like the
Bereans in Acts 17: 11, search the Scriptures whether these things
be so, before accepting and believing any such unscriptural teaching.

Any statement, opinion, instruction or tradition that is not based
on the Scriptures is to be rejected as contrary to the truth. We must
ask, Is it in accordance with the Word of God? If it is not, how
can it produce any good fruit, pleasing to God?

WOLVES

"Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing,
but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by
their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?"
(Matthew 7: 15, 16).

The apostle Paul warned the early Christians: "Take heed there
fore . . . for I know this, that after my departing shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock" (Acts 20: 28, 29).

What a contrast between God's true Prophet, the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Good Shepherd, and the false, wolf-like prophets. How
lovingly the Good Shepherd and His true pastors feed and care for
"the sheep of His pasture," but the wolves scatter them (John 10),
robbing them of the truth of God's Word.

THE WORD OF GOD

It is sad to see that so many, uninstructed in the truths of the
Scriptures, are deceived. Many preachers and teachers no longer
affirm or believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God, despite
the plain statement found in 2 Timothy 3: 16. "All scripture is
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given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction. for instruction in righteousness." Thus they
try to undermine the authority of the Word, and to destroy the
foundation on which Christian faith is built. If our foundation is
not safe enough to be relied upon, where is "sound doctrine" to be
found?

FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS REJECTED

We are told "The time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine" (2 Timothy 4: 3).

On every hand there is evidence of rejection by many of the
truths revealed in Scripture. The Deity of Christ, the Virgin-birth,
Redemption through the Blood of Christ are not thought to be
worthy of belief, and by some even the Resurrection of the Lord
is disputed. Such unbeliefs are some of the destructive heresies
brought in by false teachers spoken of in 2 Peter 1: 2, "And many
shall follow their pernicious ways, by reason of whom the way of
truth shall be evil spoken of." Christianity is Christ. but if funda
mental truths concerning His Person are not believed and taught
there can not be true witness to "the faith once delivered unto the
saints." Unbelief, doubt and certainty are thus produced, "corrupt
fruit" indeed. With Isaiah we are led to cry, "To the law and to
the testimony: if they speak not according to this word (i.e. God's
Word), it is because there is no light in them" (Isaiah 8: 20).

There are so very many sects, cults and "isms" risen up in every
country pretending to be Christian, but yet by propagation of
unscriptural doctrines lead many astray. If Christ is not honoured
as the Son of God, His perfect sinlessness not affirmed, and His
sacrifice of Himself on the Cross for sinners not proclaimed. then
God is not glorified.

When it is discovered that in any religious body or system these
three essential fundamental truths are not maintained, ways of
salvation other than God's way are usually taught also. Salvation
by works or by any other means is not "the gospel of the grace of
God" but as we read in Galatians 1: 6, 7 is "another gospel, which
is not another" and those who preach any other gospel only "pervert
the gospel of Christ." Thus others, the hearers of erroneous teach
ings. may be turned from "the way of truth."

TRUE AND FALSE WORSHIP

Much that is thought to be worship acceptable to God must
according to the Scriptures be an abomination to Him. "God is a
Spirit and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and
in truth" (John 4: 24). True adoration is the result of the work of
the Holy Spirit in the new heart by the realisation of the "worth-
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ship" of the One adored. "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain"
(Revelation 5: 12).

But we find so-called "aids to worship" in the form of material
things introduced. "We walk by faith not by sight" (2 Corinthians
5: 7). Material things are not "of the Spirit" but "of the flesh."

To look at a cross or crucifix is not a help but a hindrance to
faith and worship. "In vain they do worship Me, teaching for
doctrines the commandments of men" (Matthew 15: 9), said the
Lord, speaking of the Scribes and Pharisees. "This people draweth
nigh unto Me with their mouth and honour Me with their lips; but
their heart is far from Me" (Matthew 15: 8).

Let us beware of the slightest inclination to materialism, for this
is absolutely opposed to spirituality. Let us not put any obstacle
in the way of true spiritual worship.

Pictures, paintings and statues of Christ are used, and may }
appeal to the senses and emotions, but cannot be of any value to
the soul, as they are only the imagination of man.

When the Lord Jesus Christ came to this earth He fulfilled all
the types and shadows of the Old Testament. What need is there
for what is described as "visual aid to eternal truths'? He, the Lord
Jesus Christ, is the Truth, and material things in the way of symbols
mean a turning back to Judaism. Such objects as candles, crosses,
carvings of the crown of thorns, and a tapestry depicting (it is said)
"Christ seated in glory," are intrusions, and are only contemplated
to the detriment, hindrance and loss of things spiritual.

It is a well-known fact that this religious symbolism leads to
idolatry; the venerated object seen with the natural eyes is held in
honour and reverence with religious awe, and that which at first is
advocated and delighted in as "a reminder," becomes an object of
worship. This is most obvious when we see misguided persons
bowing and kneeling before a crucifix or statue. Can we not discern
the evils of this plausible method of instruction? It produces a
heavy crop of "corrupt fruit."

It behoves every true Christian believer to "watch and pray . . I
that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, carried ,.
about with every wind of doctrine by the sleight of men, and .
cunning craftiness whereby they lie in wait to deceive" (Ephesians
4: 14).-"Watch" that we ourselves are not misled nor caused "to
err not knowing the Scriptures," and "pray" that those who are I'

deceived by any teaching contrary to Gods Word may be delivered
from the errors of darkness and be brought into the light of the truth.
Southbourne, June 1962. A.D.R.
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A PURITAN TERCENTENARY

SIMEON ASHE, OF ST. BRIDE'S, LONDON

MEMBER OF THE WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY

THIS year marks the tercentenary (August 1962) of the death of
SIMEON ASHE, a less known Puritan minister. Of his early days
there appears to be little recorded, but this paucity of detail reminds
us of another Simeon, mentioned in the scriptures of truth: "And,
behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon;
and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation
of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed
unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before
he had seen the Lord's Christ" (Luke 2: 25-26). This Simeon
appears suddenly on the pages of Holy Writ, a favoured Israelite
indeed, and it matters not that his ancestry according to the flesh
is hidden-we know not from what family or tribe he descended.
We know not where he was educated, but we know that he was
taught of the Holy Ghost. Of Simeon Ashe, the subject of our
memoir, we confess almost the same ignorance, but his life and
character display that he was "an Israelite indeed," and his latter
end can be likened to the Simeon of scripture. "Lord, now lettest
thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; For mine eyes
have seen thy salvation" (Luke 2: 29-30).

Simeon Ashe was educated at Emmanuel's College, and began
his ministry in Staffordshire, near those eminent persons, John Ball,
of Whitmore, Staffs., Robert Nicholls, of Wrenbury, Ches., and
Mr. Langley.

I.-A RIGID OBSERVER OF THE LORD'S DAY

A great feature with the Puritans was their rigid observance of the
Lord's day, which occasioned a great deal of opposition. In the
days when Popery prevailed, every license was given for sports and
revelries on the Lord's day. Lord's Day observance always has, and
always will be, a great irritation, not only to the worldly-minded,
but also to Papists and Ritualists.

In order to pacify such objectors, James I published a Declaration
to encourage recreations and sports on the Lord's day, called the
Book of Sports. This stated, that, "for his good people's recreation,
his Majesty's pleasure was that, after the end of Divine service,
they should not be disturbed, letted, or discouraged from any
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lawful recreations, such as dancing either of men or women,
archery for men, leaping, vaulting, or any such harmless recreations;
nor having of May games, Whitsun ales, or Morris dances, or
setting up of Maypoles or other sports therewith used, so as the
same may be had in due and convenient time, without impediment
or let of Divine service; and that women should have leave to carry
rushes to the church for the decorating of it, according to their old
customs; withal prohibiting all unlawful games to be used on
Sundays only, as bear-baiting, bull-baiting, interludes, and at all
times (in the meaner sort of people prohibited) bowling."

This Declaration was ordered to be read in all the churches; but
many of the Puritan ministers refused to comply, including Simeon
Ashe. The same infamous Declaration was repeated in the reign of
Charles 1., prompted by Archbishop Laud, again evidencing the
truth that Popery, Ritualism, and Sabbath desecration walk hand
in hand. Simeon Ashe was displaced from his living, for refusing
to read the Book of Sports, but gained, however, a little liberty in
an exempt church at Wroxall. Warwickshire, under the covert of
Sir John Burgoyne, and elsewhere under Lord Brook, in Warwick
shire. He was a Christian of primitive simplicity, eminent for a holy
life, and greatly gifted in prayer.

n.-MEMBER OF THE WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY, 1643

Simeon Ashe was a member of the Westminster Assembly of
divines. Parliament addressed Charles I, to call an assembly of
divines to reform the liturgy and discipline of the church. To
forward this design, the London ministers in their petition, in the
year 1641, prayed the Houses of Parliament to be mediators to his
Majesty for a free synod, and the Commons accordingly mentioned
it in their grand remonstrance of December 1, 1641. "We desire,"
said they, "that there may be a general synod with some from
foreign parts professing the same religion with us, who may consider
of all things necessary for the peace and good government of the
church, and to represent the result of their consultations. to be
allowed and confirmed, and to receive the stamp of authority."

Parliament summoned in 1643 the Westminster Assembly of
Divines, which was composed of 121 divines, with several lay mem
bers, Dr. William Twisse being appointed Prolocutor. Some minis
ters from the Kirk of Scotland were also included. Each member
had to take the following vow: "I do seriously and solemnly, in the
presence of Almighty God, declare that in this assembly whereof
I am a member, I will not maintain anything in matter of doctrine
but what I believe in my conscience to be most agreeable to the
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Word of God; or in point of discipline, but what I shall conceive to
conduce most to the glory of God and the good and peace of His
Church."

Before the assembly sat, however, Charles I, by his proclamation
forbad their meeting, and declared that no acts done by them ought
to be received by his subjects. Nevertheless, sixty-nine assembled in
King Henry VU's chapel the first day, according to summons.
Few episcopal divines appeared, and those who did, after some time
withdrew. If any reader peruses the list of the names of the attend
ing divines, it will be seen to contain names of the most able and
gifted divines of that meridian age; men of exemplary piety and
devotion, who had a real zeal for the glory of God, and the purity
of Christian faith and practice. The Assembly was often turned into
a house of prayer, and hardly a week passed without solemn humili
ation, in several of the churches of London and Westminster. In
regard to preaching, "The divines of Westminster were amongst the
masters of this sacred art," writes J. B. Marsden, "whether we
estimate their power by the enthusiasm of their crowded congrega
tions, by the better test of their writings and printed sermons, or by
the still higher touchstone of permanent success-success, not in
laying the foundations of a strong party, or in reconstructing a
national church, for in both they miserably failed, but in turning
sinners from the error of their ways, in edifying the church and
fitting men for God. If the fiction so long believed were true, that
the pulpit at this period echoed only to the strains of rant and
rhapsody, the Westminster divines at least were not in fault. After
a variety of lessons, marked by great judgment and good sense, as to
the choice of texts, the method in which they are to be analyzed
and divided, the manner in which doctrines are to be deduced and
objections answered, the subject brought home to the conscience of
the hearer (a work, they well remark, of great difficulty in itself,
requiring much prudence, zeal and meditation, and, to the natural
and corrupt man, very unpleasant), they proceed to considerations
of a still more solemn kind, and conclude with a series of admon
itions to the preacher to look to the condition of his own heart,
and to keep alive the flame of love and holiness within" ("History
of the Later Puritans, pp. 88-89).

The WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH must ever remain a
monument, and a testimony to truth, while time lasts. Also the
arraignment of Papal Rome in this Confession, affords one of the
most valuable documents of that period, for laying deep the founda
tions of a scriptural faith in saving truth, as opposed to antichristian
error.

)
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tII.-'MR. ASHE'S SERMON ON THE DEATH OF HIS MINISTERIAL

FRIEND: JEREMIAH WHITAKER, 1654

When Jeremiah Whitaker, pastor of S1. Mary Magda1ene, Ber
mondsey, lay upon his death bed, several ministers having met
together in order to spend a day in prayer for him, Mr. Ashe, a
close friend of his, desired him to say what in particular he would
have them lay before the throne of grace. To this Mr. Whitaker
replied, "Do not complain, but bless God for me, and entreat him
to open the prison door." "Hereupon," says Mr. Ashe, "laying my
hand upon his cold hand, which was covered with a clammy sweat,
I took my last farewell with an aching heart; and upon my
departure from him, these were his last words unto me: Brother,
I thank you; I pray God bless you, and I bless God for you.'
That day was spent in addresses to God for him at St. Peter's,
Cornhill, where Mr. Newcomen quickened and guided our prayers
in his sermon from John 11, wherein he insisted especially upon
these words: 'Lord, behold, he whom thou 10vest is sick,' verse 3.
And Mr. Jenkyn endeavoured to regulate and moderate our sorrows
from the twenty-third chapter of Luke, verse 28, 'Weep not for
me.' "

His affectionate friend, Mr. Ashe, preached his funeral sermon,
1654, and spake thus: "He had much interest in the hearts of
persons of chiefest places and power in the nation; for the plainness
of his spirit, together with the power of godliness which did shine in
his conversation, gained him much authority in the consciences of
all sorts with whom he conversed, whether in the city or country.
And his opportunities of service were many, not only in Southwark,
but also in London, Westminster, and Stepney, where he had much
employment. We read, when Dorcas was dead, that the widows
stood weeping, and shewing the coats which she had made (Acts
9: 39); and that upon Paul's departure the people wept, because
'they should see his face no more' (Acts 20: 38). And is there not
reason that we should be in like manner affected, remembering how
truth hath been defended, error confuted, holiness cherished,
wickedness checked, the cause of the poor pleaded, and the violence
of some passionate spirits allayed by Mr. Whitaker? But now this
able, public-spirited man must be serviceable on earth no more;
now we shall not be edified by his ministry any more, nor warmed
by his prayers any more, nor cheered by his company and con
ference any more. But let us moderate our sorrow by the following
consideration: That our friend Whitaker is not dead, but sleepeth.
For this assureth us both of his present ease and future resurrection.
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Now being asleep he is well; he resteth as in a bed, and we shall
not see his pale face, his weeping eyes, his trembling hands any
more; we shall no more hear his deep groans or doleful lament
ations. He has fallen asleep in the Lord, and both he and we
shall have a better meeting at the general resurrection than ever
heretofore, and then 'shall we ever be with the Lord'; let us there
fore 'comfort one another with these words' " (l Thess. 4: 15·18).

This sermon was afterwards published, entitled "LIVING LOVES
BETWIXT CHRIST AND DYING CHRISTIANS. A Sermon preached at
M. Magdalene, Bermondsey, in Southwark, near London, June 6,
1654, at the Funeral of the faithful Servant of Christ, Mr. Jeremiah
Whitaker, Minister of the Gospel, with a Narrative of his exemplary
Life and Death," 1654..

IV.--MR. ASHE'S FUNERAL SERMON PREACHED BY
DR. EDMUND CALAMY

Mr. Ashe, in his capacity as preacher, had also preached funeral
sermons for Dr. Spurstow's only child; Mr. Ralph Robinson; Mr.
Robert Strange; Mr. Thomas Gataker; Mr. Richard Vines; and the
Countess of Manchester. "And as it is appointed unto men once to
die" (Heb. 9: 27), so this divine appointment was experienced by
Simeon Ashe in 1662. He went seasonably to heaven at the very
time he would have been cast out of the church; being buried the
eve of Bartholomew Day, 1662. So that he was not actually ejected,
but it was death only that prevented it, for he was well known to
have been ready to quit his living.

Dr. E. Calamy preached at the funeral of Mr. Ashe, from which
can be gleaned a few particulars of the latter's character and life.

"The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart; and
merciful men are taken away, none considering that the righteous
are taken away from the evil to come" (Isaiah 57: 1.

"We are here met this evening to perform the last office of love
for an eminent and ancient servant of Jesus Christ, and excellent
minister of the gospel, MR. SIMEON ASHE, one who hath formerly
performed this office for many other ministers, and now we are met
to perform this office for him; and it is not long before others will
meet to perform the same office for us, so frail, so brittle, and so
uncertain is the life of man.

"Now the text that I have chosen, is suitable for this occasion;
for this minister was first a righteous man, he was righteous in an
Evangelical sense, he was one that was justified and sanctified.
Secondly, he was a merciful man both in active and passive sense;
he was one that showed mercy to the distressed members of J~sus
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Christ, and he was one to whom God showed mercy; this righteous
and merciful man is now perished, as to his outward condition,
not as to his everlasting condition; but as to his outward bodily
\':ondition, he is perished, and he is taken away; the word in the
Hebrew is very emphatical, "merciful men" are gathered; it the
same word that is used concerning Josiah (2 Kings 22: 20): 'Thou
shalt be gathered to thy fathers and go to thy grave in peace, and
shalt not see the evil that I will bring upon this nation.' This godly
and righteous man is now gathered, as ripe corn into the barn of
heaven; he is taken away from the evil that is to come, from
beholding that evil that is to come upon this sinful world, he is
taken away in mercy, that he may not be troubled with the troubles
that are coming upon many; he is taken away from the evil to
come.....

"We are met this evening, not so much for his commendation, he
needs it not, but for our imitation; it is pity, great pity something
should not be said, that this minister, though dead, may yet preach
this night; and I have so much to say of him, that I know not
where to begin; and when I have begun, I hardly know how to make
an end. I must confess, the little time allotted me for the providing
this solemn work, and thc necessary avocations in this little time,
have hindered me from informing myself about his breeding and
manner of education at Emmanuel College, under Mr. Stooker, and
his excellent carriage and converse with Mr. Hildersham, Mr. Dod,
Mr. Ball, Mr. Langley, and other ministers famous in their gener
ation.

"The first and chief jewel that did beautify and adorn this our
brother, was his sincerity and uprighteousness in heart; which in
deed is not a single grace, but the soul of all grace, and the inter
lineary that must run through all grace; what is faith if it be not
unfeigned? what will love to God profit you if it be not without
dissimulation? what is repentance worth if it be not in truth? as the
body without the soul is a rotten carcass, so is all grace without
sincerity; this is the soul of all grace, this is the girdle of truth.
Sincerity is that which girts all our spiritual armour together,
and makes them useful. What advantage is it to have the
breastplate of righteousness, the shield of faith, the helmet of
hope, if they be but painted things? It is the girdle of
sincerity that makes all the other parts of our armour useful.
Now this excellent grace of sincerity was eminent in our
dear brother; he was a true Nathaniel in whom there was no
guile; I mean no allowed hypocrisy; this was that which carried him
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through the pangs of death with a great deal of comfort; for he
was able to say with Hezekiah, 'Remember, 0 Lord, how 1 have
walked before thee in truth, with a perfect heart.' He could say
with Paul, 'This is my rejoicing, the testimony of my conscience,
that in simplicity and godly sincerity, 1 have had my conversation
in this world.'

"Another jewel was his patience. God was pleased to exercise
him with long and great afflictions, by reason of the gout, that did
often especially of late years, affix him to his bed, and afflict him
with great pain; but God was pleased to put his everlasting arms
underneath him, supporting him under all his pains, and giving him
a great measure of patience, insomuch, that in patience he did
possess his soul, and patience had its perfect work in him.

"The seventh jewel was his high valuation of Jesus Christ; a
written copy for us to follow, and for you, his people, also. Being
with him in his last sickness, he exhorted me, and other ministers
with him, to preach much of Jesus Christ; and to speak to him of
Jesus Christ; and he said, 'When 1 consider my best duties, 1 sink,
1 die, 1 despair; but when 1 think of Christ, 1 have enough, he is all,
and in all.' 1 think these were his very last words, 'I desire to know
nothing but Jesus Christ, and him crucified; 1 account all things
dung and dross, that 1 may be found in Christ.' To this effect he
spake in the morning before the evening in which he died, speaking
much of Jesus Christ.

"Another jewel was his diligence in preaching the gospel in season
and out of season; in the time of his health he was a painful,
laborious preacher; one that did not preach to tickle the ear, but to
wound the heart; not to please, but to profit; not seeking the
applause of the people, but the salvation of their souls. This you
all know to be true!

"The next jewel was, he had great acquaintance and communion
with God: for he was of a long standing in the school of Christ,
and a good proficient in that school. Much acquaintance he had
with God, he was often in the mount with God, and come down with
his face shining, though he in modesty did not see it; and when he
came to die, he was able to say, as Dr. Preston did when he lay
a dying, 'I shall change my place, but not my company.'

"Another jewel was his comfortable passage out of this world,
dying with a great deal of calmness and serenity upon his con
science. The morning before he died, 1 heard him say these words,
'It is one thing to speak of Christ, and of heaven, and another thing
to feel the consolation of Christ, and of heaven, as I do,' clapping
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his hand upon his breast. Another time I heard him say, 'The
comforts of a holy life are real, soul supporting'; and that he felt
the reality of those comforts, and that by him we might know it was
not in vain to serve God. And I cannot forget this speech the oj

morning before he died, 'I am a little straitened, but I care no more •
for my life than I do for this PhiIIip.' That which was said of old
Simeon, Luke 2, may be said of Simeon Ashe, who was a Simeon,
a just and devout man, an old servant of Jesus Christ. one that
waited for the consolation of Israel; one that died, though not with
Christ in his bodily arms, yet with Christ in the arms of his faith;
and when he died, could say, as it is there, 'Now Lord, lettest thou
thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.'

"Lastly, another jewel was his constancy and perseverance; he
was not a reed shaken with every wind, but as firm as a rock, an
immovable pillar in God's house, he was unchangeable in change
able times; in religion he was a house built upon a rock, not on the
sand; and as he lived, so he died holily even as the ancient
patriarchs that died in the faith and endured faithfully unto the
death....

APPLICAnON

"The application that I shall make of this discourse, is this:
(1) To us Ministers. (2) To you of this parish and congregation.

"First, to us ministers. God hath of late years taken to himself
many famous men: seven of the lecturers of Cornhill are dead
Mr. Burroughs, Dr. Bolton, Mr. Sedgwick, Mr. Whitaker, Mr. Cran
ford, Mr. Vines, and now Mr. Ashe. I might name many other
excellent ministers that are dead, as Dr. Gouge, Mr. Walker, Mr.
Gataker, Mr. Marshall, Mr. Robinson, and lately, Mr. Cook, with
many more; now all these are warning-pieces from heaven, of judg
ments approaching; 'For the righteous perish, and no man lays it to
heart, and merciful men are taken away, none considering that the
righteous are taken away from the evil to come.' Thus Methusaleh
died a year before the flood; now Methusaleh in Hebrew signifies a
messenger of death. Thus Augustine died a little before Hippo was
taken; and Pareus a little before Heidelberg was taken; and Luther
a little before the wars in Germany began. The death of the godly
is like the separating of the Israelites from the tents of Korah, and
his company, like the taking of Lot out of Sodom. When the
Israelites departed from Korah and his company, the earth swal
lowed them up; and when Lot departed out of Sodom, God rained
down fire and brimstone upon them. Let the thoughts of these things
cause us to provide our arks, to get our Zoars. Let it teach young
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Samuels to rise up in the room of old Elies; young Elishas, in the
room of old Elijahs; and young Timothies in the room of Paul
the aged; that there may be a succession of gospel ministers to hold
forth the word of life to the nation.

"Go home now and think with your selves, what can I remem
ber of all the sermons that I have heard from Mr. Ashe? and give
me leave to tell you, woe be to you, if as your minister be dead,
so all the sermons he made die with him; for as Abel, being dead.
yet speaketh. so shall all the sermons of this worthy minister, at
the great day, speak for you, or against you; for they are spiritual
talents that God hath betrusted you with, and you must be account
able; both he and you shall appear before the tribunal of God;
your minister shall be examined, how he can free himself from the
guilt of soul-blood? And you shall be examined, what fruit you
have brought forth answerable to the means you have enjoyed?
And if it appear you have been unprofitable and unfruitful hearers,
Christ will say, 'Cast the unprofitable servant into outer darkness.'
But I hope better things of you, and things that accompany salva
tion. Whatever was good in this minister, let it live in you; and
though he be dead, yet not let his sermons that he preached die
with you, but let them be in you; that at the great day, when he and
you appear before God, he may be able to say, here am I and thf'
children thou hast given me." F.C.

A PRAYER Tune: Quam Dilecta
Direct my feet, 0 Lord,

Into Thy holy way;
Obedient to Thy word

May I be every day.
In me there is no might,

I can but lean on Thee;
Shed on my soul Thy light

That I Thy will may see.
Bestow on me Thy grace,

Endue me with Thy love,
That I may have a place

With ransomed souls above.
As I pursue my way,

I have one only plea,
This is the prayer I say

"Be merciful to me."
Rookwood, Styles Hill, Frome. T. Pittaway.
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IF POPERY SHOULD RETURN UPON US:

THE USE OF FAITH*

A SERMON BY JOHN OWEN, D.D. (1616-1683)

"The just shall live by his faith."-Hab. 2: 4.

OuR inquiry is, how we may live by faith, with reference unto those
difficulties we have, or may have, to conflict with in the days wherein
we live. The last head we spake to was, how we may live by faith in
reference to all the reproaches and scornful contempt that are cast
upon that way of worship, that order and fellowship of the gospel,
which we cleave unto, and the persecutions which we may undergo
upon that account. I now proceed:

2. The second difficulty that we have, or may have, to conflict
with, is, the return of Popery into this land. Half the talk of the
world is upon this subject. I have nothing to say to some among
ourselves; but I verily believe, that those who have the conduct of
the papal, anti-christian affairs throughout the world are endeavour
ing to bring it in upon us. I remember what holy Latimer said when
he came to die, "Once I believed that Popery would never return
into England; but," said he, "I find it was not faith, but fancy."
I wish it prove not so with many of us. Now, that which I am to
speak unto is this-how we should live by faith, both in the prospect
of the danger of it, and if it should come upon us. I shall name unto
you a few things which I exercise myself with. If you have more
supporting thoughts, and a better guidance of light, I pray God
confirm it unto you.

(1). The first thing I would exercise my thoughts upon, and that
my faith rests in, in this case. is this-that there is a fixed, deter
minate time in the counsel of God, when Antichrist and Babylon,
and idolatry and superstition, together with that profaneness of life
which they have brought in, shall be destroyed. It is so fixed,. that
it shall not be altered: all the wisdom of men, all the sins of men,
and all our unbelief, shall not hinder it a day; it shall assuredly come
to pass in its appointed season. This time is reckoned up in Scrip
ture by days, by months, by years-not that we should know the
time of it, but that we should know the certainty of it; for if it hath
but so many days, but so many months and years, then it must
have a certain period.

• This sermon was preached May 7, 1680. It was taken down in shorthand by Sir 10hn
Hartopp. Bart., and afterwards transcribed into longhand, and published in 1756. The
return of Popery was prevented by the Glorious Revolution of 1688.
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Under the Old Testament we see this all along. Saith God to
Abraham, "Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a
land that is not theirs, and they shall afflict them four hundred years;
and also that nation will I judge" (Gen. 15: 13, -4). They knew
not the beginning nor the ending of this four hundred years; but
they knew that at the end of them it should be as God had said:
and "the self-same day it came to pass" (Exod. 12: 41). Likewise
God threatens the Jews with a seventy-years captivity in Babylon:
"And it shall come to pass," saith God, "when the seventy years are
accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation
for their iniquity" (Jer. 25: 11, 12). The church knew not when
they began, or when they would end; but this they knew, that the
same day they were accomplished it should be as God had said.
And so it was.

The fixing and computing of the time of the Man of Sin, of Anti
christ, by days, and months, and years, is to secure our faith in the
punctual determination of the season, but not to satisfy our curiosity
when the season should be. But the consideration of this, that there
is such a time, or a determinate season, is a great foundation of faith
and patience. Isa. 60: 22: "A little one shall become a thousand,
and a small one a strong nation: I the Lord will hasten it in his
time." But if there be a fixed time for the accomplishment of this
promise, you may ask, "How can it then be hastened?" Why, if you
live in the exercise of faith and patience, it shall surprise you; it
shall come when you do not think it will, nor expect it: "I will
hasten it in his time"-"I will bring it not before its time, be ye
never so patient or impatient; but exercise faith and patience, and I
will so order it, that it shall be a sweet surprisal unto you." And it
is a means of patience. Hab. 2: 3: "If the vision" seem to "tarry,
wait for it; for it will surely come." When we know it will come,
when we know there is such a determinate time, and that it will
surely come, it is a great ground of patience to wait for it. This is
a great consideration with me, and I leave it with you. Here I can
exercise faith, without fancy or conjecture, that there is a certain
determinate time in the counsel of God wherein he will pour out all
his judgments and plagues upon the antichristian world, until Anti
christianism be destroyed and rooted out.

(2). Another thing that comforts my heart is this-it is no less
glorious to suffer under the beast and the false prophet than it was
to suffer under the dragon. The book of the Revelation is chiefly
made up of these two things-of the persecutions of the church; one
by the dragon, and he is conquered; the other by the beast and false



prophet, and they shall be conquered. The dragon was the heathen
power of the Roman empire; and it was a glorious thing to suffer
under that power. They that did so are described. Rev. 7: 14, 15:
"These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and
night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell
among them." And of those that suffered under the beast and the
false prophet it is said, Rev. 12: 11, "They overcame him by the
blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony." We
account them great and glorious persons who won the liberty of the
gospel and the Christian religion by suffering against the pagan
power, and who destroyed all idolatry by their blood, starving and
"famishing all the gods of the earth" (Zeph. 2: 11). Never were men
more glorious than they. These made up the "Turba palmifera";
that is, the company who, with palms in their hands, and a new
song in their mouths, give glory unto God (Rev. 7: 9-12). I say,
it is not less glorious to suffer under the beast and false prophet,
the second persecuting power-that is, the papal, antichristian
power-than it was before under the pagan. This the church hath
for many ages conflicted withal, and must continue to do so, until
the time is come wh\::ll they shall have a perfect and complete
conquest over this also. It is a glorious thing, and I would have you
reckon upon it as such. If a time of going into Smithfield should
again come-if God shall call us to that fiery trial or any other,
whatever it may be-remember that to suffer against Antichrist is as
great and glorious as to suffer against Paganism.

(3). Though our persons falL our cause shall be as truly, certainly,
and infallibly victorious, as that Christ sits at the right hand of God.
Among the heathens, men of courage did not value their own lives,
so their cause was carried on. Now, however your persons or my
person may fall in this trial, yet the cause in which we are engaged
shall as surely conquer as Christ is alive and shall prevail at last.
Upon the first rise of the beast, it is said, Rev. 13: 7: "He made war
with the saints, and overcame them." The poor Waldenses looked
upon themselves to be the people there prophesied of; and said,
when they were under the butcheries of the papal power, "We are
the conquered people of God; but there shall come forth con
querors." When going to die, they knew and believed their cause
would conquer. And so, after Antichrist hath conquered and pre
vailed over persons for a season, at length it will come to a final
issue. "They shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall
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overcome them; for they that are with him are called, and chosen,
and faithful" (Rev. 17: 14). The gospel shall be victorious. This is
the third thing that greatly comforts and refreshes me-that if God
should give me the honour, the strength, and grace to die in this
cause, my cause shall be victorious, as sure as if I had the crown
in my hand.

(4). The judgments of God shall come upon the antichristian
world when they look not for them; when the kings of the earth do
not look for them; yea, when believers themselves do not look for
them-they shall come so suddenly. The Holy Ghost said so
expressly, Rev. 18: 8: "Her plagues shall come in one day, death,
and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with
fire." How is it possible that one that is in the state and condition
wherein she is, should have her plagues come upon her in one day?
The reason is added, "For strong is the Lord God who judgeth her."
Almighty strength shall be put forth for the accomplishing of it.
And if this be not enough, the 17th verse tells you that it shall
come in "one hour." And I do verily believe that the destruction of
this cursed antichristian state (of the head of it) will be brought
about by none of those means we see or know of; but that the strong
Lord God shall break in upon her and destroy her by ways unknown
to us. It may be tomorrow; it may be not these hundred years. She
herself, when it is done, shall look for no such thing. Verses 7, 8:
"She hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously; for she saith in
her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.
Therefore shall her plagues come in one day." When she is boasting
herself, destruction shall come-when the kings of the earth shall
have no expectation of it; for they shall cry, verse 16: "Alas, alas!
that great city, Babylon, that mighty city; for in one hour so great
riches is come to nought." And believers themselves will be such as
the children of Israel in Egypt. When Moses came they could not
believe, because of the cruel bondage they were under: it is like
the day wherein God's judgments will come upon Antichrist, the
old enemies of Jesus Christ.

(5). I would consider very much with myself the greatness of
the indignation of God against those that shall in the least comply
with Antichristianism when it doth come upon us. In Rev. 13: 11,
there is mention of "a beast that had two horns like a lamb, and he
spake as a dragon" (which, I think, is the pope), "and he exerciseth
all the power of the first beast"; that is, he exercises a power
answerable to the pagan power. And what then? Verse 16: "He
caused all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to
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receive a liiark in their right hand, or in their foreheads; and that
no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark." No matter
what the mark is; but to receive any thing of him, is to receive his
mark; either in our foreheads, where we shall show it unto all the
world, or in our right hands, more privately, where it may be shown
when opportunity serves. What then? Why, in chap. 6: 7: "I saw
another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud
voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment
is come: and worship him that made heaven and earth, and the
sea, and the fountains of waters." When Antichrist would bring his
mark on the foreheads of the people and into their hands, God,
by his gospel, calls men from their false worship and idolatry. But
what if they do not obey? The 9th and 10th verses tell us a "third
angel followed, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the
beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his
hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which
is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and
he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the
holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb," etc. Some will be
apt to say, "Let us make a fair composition, and use some com
pliance, to put an end to these disputes." No; do it at your peril.
God saith you shall drink of the wine of his wrath, which is poured
out without mixture into the cup of his indignation, and that for
ever and ever. And I believe with all my heart and soul that this will
be the portion of all men and women in this nation that shall
comply with any return of antichristian idolatry among us-God
shall pour out his indignation upon them.

(6). Remember that if the trial comes, it is a day of battle; and
it is not for you, when you should just engage in a battle, to be
considering of this or that way or contrivance to escape. No; it is
courage, and constancy, and faith alone, must be set on work, or
you will not be preserved. All your wisdom and contrivances will
not preserve you; but it being come to the issue between Christ and
Antichrist. "it is the girding up the loins of your mind," and a
"resisting unto blood against sin," and abiding in it, that is your
duty, and must preserve you. Nothing will save you but faith,
courage, and constancy.

(7). There are in the Scripture intimations, that those who, in an
especial manner, cleave unto God and his worship, with faith, love,
and delight, shall be preserved and saved. I do not propose this
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unto you as an object of your faith; all the rest I do: but I say.
there are intimations that give me some satisfaction; that they who
with quick and lively spirits do act faith. and love. and delight in
God and his worship. or that are worshippers in the inner court of
the temple. shall be peculiarly secured at such a time. But I am
afraid few of us shall have it; because I see so much coldness and
deadness grown generally upon us and the churches of Christ. It
makes me think exercises will come upon us all; for we have need
of them.

To conclude:-
First. Let not your talk about strange things keep the thoughts

of these things you have been hearing out of your hearts; for you
will be tried with Antichristianism before you die. We talk of news.
and great things we look for in the world, and that Antichrist shall
be destroyed: and so he will; but I do believe he will try us sorely
in the meantime.

Secondly. Take heed of computations. How woefully and
wretchedly have we been mistaken by this! We know the time is
determined-its beginning and ending is known to God; and we
must live by faith till the accomplishment.

Thirdly. So many of us as have afresh engaged ourselves in
covenant unto God, let us remember that we have taken the "mark
of God upon our foreheads"; and it will ill become us to set the
mark of Antichrist by it.

This is all I have to offer unto you as to living by faith under the
apprehensions of those difficulties we have to conflict withal, in
reference to the coming in of profaneness and idolatry, wherewith
we are threatened by hell and the world, which are at this day
combining together to bring them again upon this nation.

JOIrn OWEN.

THE SEA HATH SPOKEN (Isaiah 23: 4)
The sea hath spoken! With what different tones!
Sometimes with wavelets on the sloping beach,
Sometimes with loud retiring billows' groans,
Sometimes the message of the storm will reach
The ears predestined for the Lord to teach.
Speaking in whispers or with thunder's voice.
The accents of the sea our souls beseech
That we. the subjects of His sovereign choice,
In all His plans for us may evermore rejoice.

Rookswood, Styles Hill. Frame, Somerset. T. Pittaway.
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"QUIT YOU LIKE MEN"

r

An Address at the Clifton Conference, 1878, by

THE REV. C. B. SNEPP,

Vicar of Perry Barr, Birmingham,

Editor of "Songs of Grace and Glory"

IN the Word of God will be found a few appropriate words for our
meditation this morning. In the 1st Corinthians, 16th chapter,
13th verse, the great Captain of the Church militant thus addresses
us-"Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong."
A comprehensive, stirring, thrilling exhortation is this, delivered to
the Church of God, to those that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, to
the Church of the redeemed, the blessed chosen Church of God,
the Church militant now on earth.

These words were doubtless selected as re-echoing the burning
lesson imprinted on our dear friend's heart, the president of the
Conference,* one we love to recognise as our leader, a faithful
beacon among the Israel of God. His spirit stirred within him bids
us watch, "Stand firm in the faith, quit you like men, be strong,"
thus repeating and re-echoing the words of the great Master .

Mark how exquisitely this follows upon our subject of yesterday.
That bids us "Receive the kingdom of God as a little child" .. this
says to us "Quit you like men, be strong." The first exhorts to the
simplicity of a little child, the second stirs up to the energy of a
full-grown man. Thus we have the child first and the man next.
Truly, dear brethren, if you have attained the simplicity of a child,
you shall soon develop the grace and energy of a man. Those who
receive the kingdom as a little child shall soon grow up to manhood,
developing the fuIness of grace, and delighting in more completely
carrying out this divine command, "Quit you like men, be strong."

This is most stimulating and encouraging. There appears a silent
but beautiful contrast of the man with the child-the reception of
the kingdom of God, and the maintenance of that kingdom. Here,
too, we may trace the fulness of divine truth received and welcomed,
and the fulness of that truth acted upon and carried out.

There appears to have been peculiar circumstances in the
Corinthian Church which called for this charge. The converts at
Corinth had to meet the contempt of the learned, and it was a very
learned city, and they had also to contend with the persecution of

*The Rev. S. A. Walker, Rector of St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol
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the powerful and mighty; hence the soul-stirring appeal, "Quit you
like rnen, be strong." Those six words in our English Scriptures are
represented in the Greek Testament by two, simply two words.

Let us examine the meaning of those two words, and notice that
here we have a simile used, and we have a command, a divine
command. Notice the simile. Men, not babes, not boys, not youths,
but men, full-grown men, wise men, men of God, mighty men, men
of war, men of valour, trained and skilled men, aye, men that shall
be made more than conquerors through Him that loved us.

THE DIVINE CHARGE

Mark next the divine charge. I shall notice it under a seven-fold
view. "Quit you like men, be strong."

Mark you, he must be a man of God, bearing the likeness of God.
In the second place, he must be a man of Christ, given to Christ

by the Father, united to Christ by the Holy Ghost, growing up like
Christ in all things, if he is to be a full-grown man-not a babe, not
a dwarf, but a full-grown man in doctrine and practice-in sound
doctrine, and holy practice. Be ye perfectly and truly earnest, and
do every good work.

Next, he is to be a wise man, wise concerning all good, filled with
the spirit of wisdom and revelation; like the children of Issacher,
of whom it is written, that they were "men of understanding, know
ing the times, and what Israel ought to do."

Next. he is to be a diligent man, diligent in making known the
truth, the whole truth of God's revelation in God's Word; spreading
it diligently, opposing all error, and every false doctrine.

He is to be filled with courage-"Fear not, I am with you, be of
good courage"-"Be thou strong and very courageous." Jehovah
will not fail thee, or forsake thee, therefore "be strong in the Lord,
and the power of his might."

And on this, and over all this, comes the seventh point, be faithful,
faithful unto death. Persevere, do not give up, whatever the diffi
culties, face them. Be faithful like Daniel, though cast into the
lions' den; like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, though cast into
the furnace, be thou faithful children of God. "Quit you like men,
he strong." Strong in faith, like Abraham, the father of the faithful;
nay, like the Lord Jesus, who was faithful in all things. Be faithful
to your privileges, your opportunities, your responsibilities, your
duties; growing in grace and knowledge. Be true with humility; but
firmly, and faithfully reprove, rebuke, and exhort. Be thou faithful
to the revealed truth of God, contending earnestly for the faith once
delivered to the saints. Aye, "Be sons of strength," maintain the

__ ~.;4
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truth of God, the whole truth, all that is revealed in this Holy Book,
the entire counsel of God, keeping back nothing for fear of man,
persevering in, and defending God's truth.

ALL THAT IS REVEALED

Oh, it is a wondrous and glorious truth which none but the mind
of the infinite God could ever have conceived, which nothing short
of the power of God could ever carry out to perfection. Then
"Quit you like men of God, and be strong"; be strong in main
taining the one revealed truth of God, be strong in maintaining every
Scriptural doctrine, the doctrine of divine electing love and pre
destinating grace, the doctrine of justification by faith, of regenera
tion by the Holy Ghost and adoption into the family of God, of
sanctification required, delighted in, and secured, the doctrine of
final life with the saints, the doctrine of eternal bliss and glory with
the Captain of our salvation; be strong in every Christian grace and
every Christian virtue; be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus.

Out of the fulness treasured up in Him we should draw daily and
hourly a fresh supply of grace upon grace. And why? Because
enemies are numerous. Anti-Christ is active, the infidel, the scep
tical, the world, the flesh, and the devil, error in doctrine and prac
tice abounds, truth is overlaid with a heap of rubbish and is
smouldering, smothered, and in some places almost put out. Rome
perverts the truth, Ritualists pervert the truth; scepticism and in
fidelity, Universalism and Pantheism, are spreading-"Quit you
like men, be strong," maintain the whole truth of God. And with
what result? Victory, honour, and blessing. The victory and the
glory are God's. Let everyone of us then resolve prayerfully and
firmly to go to our homes consecrated soldiers and servants of Christ,
to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.

THE BATTLE

Every soldier of Christ has to take his part in the great battle.
To everyone of us is assigned his own special particular part in that
battle. There is a real battle and a great battle to be fought. Mark
the combatants. The powers of good and evil. Christ is there on the
one hand, Satan and his legion host of darkness on the other. But
consider the issue of the battle-life and death, heaven and hell,
everlasting life, everlasting death-"dread words, whose meaning
have no end:' But mark the spectators of the fight. The holy
Triune God from the throne of His supreme glory on high, the
holy angels in the supreme glory on high, the holy angels in the
heavens above, the Church on earth, and the world around, laughing,
jeering, mocking. Consider the special preparation needed. "Put
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On the armour of God, the girdle of God's truth, the breast-plate of
Christ's righteousness, the feet shod with the Gospel, the shield of
faith, the helmet of salvation, the sword of the Spirit, and keep all
bright with prayer." Bear in mind the motto given by the great
Captain of our salvation, mark the address of our Lord to His
soldiers ere they enter into battle, "Quit you like men, be strong."
And mark, too, the commencement of the fight; the trumpet call has
sounded, the battle has begun; lo! I hear the distant rumble, the
clash of arms, the cannons' roar; the attack has begun in earnest,
some of the outposts are taken, yea, they rush against the citadel
of God's truth.

VICTORY IN CHRIST

Gird on your armour, then, Christian soldiers; defend the truth,
preserve the truth, "Quit you like men, be strong." And, lo! by
faith I see the end draw nigh, the enemy shall shortly be over
powered and the battle won; victory shall be assured to the army
of Jesus, for the great Captain always conducts His army to victory.
As St. Paul says at the end of his career, "I have fought a good
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord.
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only.
but unto all them also that love his appearing." Oh. mark the close
of the well-fought battle, mark the commendation that shall be
uttered after the battle: "Well done, good and faithful servant,"
enter thou into thy Ma!'Jter's abode, and thy reward a crown of life
and glory. Aye, mark the words of the Lord in the Book of
Revelation: "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me
in my trone. even as I also overcame, and am set down with my
Father in his throne." "Quit you," then, "like men, be strong."

FEAR NOT

"Fear not, neither let thine heart be faint"-Isaiah 7: 4 (R.V.)
Our God Incarnate is the end of fear;
o come, my soul, and enter into peace;
Within life's tumult know that He is near
And that His word will make the tempest cease.
From all misgiving He will give release,
For never will He leave thee or forsake.
In coming days thy joy will know increase
As thou each day His easy yoke will take.
Since thou art bound to Him with bonds that nought can break.

Rookswood. Styles Hill, Frome. Somerset. T. Pittaway.
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Poetry

HOLY PURPOSE

"He hath set eternity in their heart"-Ecc1esiastes 3: 11 (R.V.
margin).

Just as the sea-shell for the ocean sighs,
So does our spirit for the God-head cry;
There is a part of us which never dies,
Which has its home above the distant sky.
The child of God will not in slumber lie,
Oblivious of the purpose of God's grace;
His aspirations still will mount on high,
His feet are swift to run to pilgrim's race,
His heart and mind are eager to behold God's face.

Rookswood, Styles Hill, Frome, Somerset. T. Pittaway.

PILGRIMAGE
Tune: StephallOs

Lord, I know I am a pilgrim,
Waiting here below,

Sighing for the land I heard of
Long ago.

Whilst I am on earth a stranger,
Draw me nearer Thee,

For the wells of earth have failed me
Utterly.

In Thy bosom I would nestle
Till life's storms are past,

Then in heaven Thou wilt receive me
At the last.

Until then I fain would labour
In Thy vineyard here,

With Thy Spirit whilst I sojourn
Giving cheer.

When the harvest is all gathered
And with Thee I rest,

With Thy welcome then I shall be
Surely blest.

Rookwood, Styles Hill, Frome. T. Pittaway.
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IN HEAVENLY PLACES
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Tune: Helmsley

On the wings of faith and prayer, Lord,
Into Heaven we now ascend,

Coming to the saints made perfect
Who with us their praises blend,

Whilst the angels
To assist us Thou dost send.

By the merit of Christ Jesus
With acceptance now we stand,

He for us is Mediator,
Standing now at God's right hand;

He has opened
Pathway to fair Canaan's land.

o the blessed Church of Jesus
Is but one in heaven and earth,

And the throng which none can number
Have a new and holy birth;

Now for ever
They will praise their Saviour's worth.

Neither life nor death nor trial
Those in Jesus can divide,

With all saints they have communion,
Washed in blood from Jesu'g side;

Honour, blessing
Be unto the Lamb Who died.

Rookwood, Styles Hill, Frome, Somerset. T. Pittaway.

TRUE BLESSING
Below the surface I will penerate
Unto the things eternal and divine;
I will not be the slave of time and fate;
The Holy Spirit's blessing shall be mine.
I want the light of Christ within to shine
That I may witness for Him every day.
For worthless worldly gains I do not pine,
Since Jesus walks with me upon my way
And gives me peace and comfort more than I can say.

Rookwood, Styles Hill, Frome. T. Pittaway.
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GOD'S POWER AND CARE

A covenant my God has with me made
Which gives security that never fails;
He leads my feet to woods of peaceful shade
And to the pleasantness of watered vales.
With Him I tread the soul-refreshing dales,
For I dwell ever in His power and care.
He is protection when a foe assails.
I have the prospect that is always fair,
And mine shall be the aim His glory to declare.

Rookwood, Styles Hill, Frome. T. Pittmvay.

JACOB'S VISION
Tune: [rby

Son of man, give us the vision
Jacob saw upon the plain

When he dreamt of shining angels
Mounting in a ceaseless train;

Then descending with the word,
Which his heart in gladness stirred.

Bethel was the gate of Heaven
When Thy Presence was revealed,

And to Jacob in that moment
Was a joyful promise sealed;

Thus we know that Thou wilt bless
All who seek Thy righteousness.

"I am with thee and will keep thee
In each place where thou dost go,

And I will not ever leave thee.
But my grace to thee shall flow

Till I have performed My will
And thou reachest Zion's hill."

Jacob's blessing grant to us, Lord,
Heavenly Father, now we pray;

We, like Jacob, are pursuing,
By Thy grace, our pilgrim way;
Help us, as we trust in Thee,
Angel guards in dream to see.

Rookwood, Styles Hill, Frome. T. Pittaway.


