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When Christians study and discuss doctrine they are always in
danger of becoming so theoretical that their doctrine is divorced
from everyday life. At the present time much attention is being
given to the doctrine of the church-and rightly so. But as we
debate the nature of the church, its ministry and its unity, we must
be careful lest we forget that the church is not some abstract idea.
It consists of men and women.

The visible church is a company of believers. But they are
believers with many needs and problems, and the church is intended
to be a school of sympathy where Christians learn to live together,
to understand one another and to help one another.

This is particularly the case when we face trouble. We must never
see it as the trial of this or that individual. Always the individual
Christian must be viewed in the context of the local church. So, says
Paul, God 'comforts us in our afflictions so that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which
we ourselves are comforted by God' (2 Cor. 1 : 4).

Such afflictions are varied in character. Christians are not
immune from the ordinary trials which beset men in general. They
also face injury and illness; they encounter sorrow, disappointment
and loneliness. But they face a further test which accompanies these
human experiences-it is the agonising question which faith asks in
face of some crushing blow, when the apparent severity of God's
dealings or His seeming forgetfulness of our plight elicits an
anguished 'why' from some sorely stricken believer.

There are, of course, the more specifically spiritual trials which
come precisely because of our Christian profession. There is the
misunderstanding, the misrepresentation, the scorn of those who are
opposed to the gospel. And such trials are all the more painful
because they are of such an intensely personal nature, and because
the suffering is often in the very depths of the soul.

The only one who can bring deep comfort is God Himself. Paul
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describes Him as 'the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ'
and this is the pledge of His love to us even in the darkest hours.
The devil may tempt us to query God's goodness, but faith looks to
Christ crucified and affirms with the apostle-'He who did not spare
His own Son but gave Him up for us all, will He not also freely give
us all things with Him?'

He is also, says Paul, 'the Father of mercies and the God of all
comfort', and, like Jeremiah, we can say-His mercies are new
every morning; great is His faithfulness. It is in such truths as these
that we find our comfort in times of trouble. But we must never
survey the situation from a selfish or individualistic standpoint. God
comforts us that we may be able to comfort others. Indeed, this
very ministry which He entrusts to us is itself a major factor in our
own healing. When we are in trouble we are liable to become
depressed or to wallow in self-pity. The call to consider the needs
of others is one of God's gracious ways of delivering us from such
inward-looking bitterness of spirit.

Sympathy is itself difficult to cultivate and express. Some people
are naturally sympathetic, but their tendency is to be content with
the superficial and the trivial. On the other hand there are those
who by temperament are reserved or lacking in imagination. They
tend to be cold or insensitive. On both sides there is need to be
taught by Christ and moved by the Spirit. Our heavenly Father
purposes that we should help other members of the family, not with
the shallow word that costs little, nor with the perfunctory word
that is a mere formality, but with the warm-hearted sympathy which
springs from a heart in which Christ's love has been at work.

When some heavy blow falls on us or when we see some impend
ing trouble, our natural tendency is to ask-How may I avoid this?
How may I succeed in weathering this time of testing? Instead, we
should be asking such questions as-'What lesson does God mean
me to learn in this trial? How may I prove my Father in a new
way? How will this affliction fit me to exercise a more effective
ministry to those who are in trouble?

In a time of deep agony we may feel in our loneliness and grief
that we are utterly alone. The darkness may be so intense that we
can only think of ourselves. Numb with anguish, we can scarely
think or plan. But we are not alone. We are not in the darkness.
The Father of mercies is bringing us through bitter days that He
may show us His love. And He has a further purpose. He is
refining us in the furnace of affliction that we may be able to comfort
others with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by
God. H. M. CARSON.
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Free Will-A Slave
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C. H. SPURGEON
"And ye will not come to Me, that ye might have life."-John

5 : 40. (Excerpts from a sermon.)
This is one of the great guns of the Arminians, mounted upon the

top of their walls, and often discharged with terrible noise against
the poor Christians called Calvinists. I intend to spike the gun this
morning, or, rather, to turn it on the enemy, for it was never theirs;
it was intended to teach the very opposite doctrine to that which
they assert.

Usually, when the text is taken, the divisions are: First, that man
has a will. Secondly, that he is entirely free. Thirdly, that men must
make themselves willing to come to Christ, otherwise they will not
be saved. Now, we shall have no such divisions; but we will
endeavour to take a more calm look at the text; and not because
there happen to be the words 'will' and 'will not' in it, run away
with the conclusion that it teaches the doctrine of free will.

FREE WILL IS SIMPLY RIDICULOUS

It has already been proved beyond all controversy that free will
is nonsense. Freedom cannot belong to will any more than ponder
ability can belong to electricity. They are altogether different things.
Free agency we may believe in, but free will is simply ridiculous.
The will is well known by all to be directed by the understanding, to
be moved by motives, to be guided by other parts of the soul and
to be a secondary thing.

Philosophy and religion both discard at once the very thought of
free will; and I will go as far as Martin Luther, in that strong asser
tion of his, where he says, 'If any man doth ascribe aught of salva
tion, even the very least, to the free will of man, he knoweth nothing
of grace, and he hath not learnt Jesus Christ aright'. It may seem a
harsh sentiment; but he who in his soul believes that man does of
his own free will turn to God cannot have been taught of God, for
that is one of the first principles taught us that we have neither will
nor power, but that He gives both; that He is 'Alpha and Omega' in
the salvation of men.

GOD SAVES ALL WHO COME

Eternal life is given to all who come for it. There never was a
man who came to Christ for eternal life, for legal life. for spiritual
life, who had not already received it, in some sense, and it was mani
fested to him that he had received it soon after he came. Let us take
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,
one of two texts: 'He is able to save to the uttermost them that
come to Him.' Every man who comes to Christ will find that Christ
is able to save him-not able to save him a little, deliver him from
a little sin, to keep him from a little trial, to carry him a little way
and then drop him-but able to save him to the uttermost extent of
his sin, unto the uttermost length of his trials, the uttermost depths of
his sorrows, unto the uttermost duration of his existence. Christ says
to everyone who comes to Him, 'Come, poor sinner, thou needest
not ask whether I have power to save. I will not ask thee how far
thou hast gone into sin; I am able to save thee to the uttermost'.

ONLY THE CHOSEN WILL COME

Now another text: 'Him that cometh to Me (mark the promises
Cire nearly always to the coming ones) I will in no wise cast out'.
Every man that comes shall find the door of Christ's house opened
-and the door of His heart too-Every man that comes-I say it
in the broadest sense-shall find that Christ has mercy for him. The
greatest absurdity in the world is to want to have a wider gospel than
that recorded in Scripture. I preach that every man that believes
shall be saved-that every man who comes shall find mercy. People
ask me, 'But suppose a man should come who was not chosen,
would he be saved?' You go and suppose nonsense and I am not
going to give you an answer. If a man is not chosen, he will never
come. When he does come, it is a sure proof that he was chosen.
Says one, 'Suppose anyone should go to Christ who had not been
called of the Spirit'. Stop, my brother, that is a supposition thou
hast no right to make, for such a thing cannot happen; you only say
jt to entangle me, and you will not do that just yet. I say every man
who comes to Christ shall be saved. I can say that as a Calvinist, or
as a hyper-Calvinist, as plainly as you can say it. I have no narrower
gospel than you have; only my gospel is on a solid foundation,
whereas yours is built upon nothing but sand and rottenness. 'Every
man that cometh shall be saved, for no man cometh to Me except
the Father draw him.'

'But: says one, 'suppose all the world should come, would Christ
receive them?' Certainly, if all came; but then they won't come.
I tell you, all that come-aye, if they were as bad as devils Christ
would receive them; if they had all sin and filthiness running into
their hearts, as into a common sewer, for the whole world, Christ
would receive them.

UNIVERSAL ATONEMENT A LIE

Another says, 'I want to know about the rest of the people. May
I go out and tell them-Jesus Christ died for everyone of you?
May I say-there is life for everyone of you?' No; you may not.
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You may say there is life for everyone that comes. But if you say
there is life for one of those that do not believe, you utter a dan
gerous lie. If you tell them Jesus Christ was punished for their sins,
and yet they will be lost, you tell them a wilful falsehood. To think
that God could punish Christ and then punish them-I wonder at
your daring to have the impudence to say so! A good man was
once preaching that there were harps and crowns in heaven for all
his congregation; and then he wound up in a most solemn manner:
'My dear friends, there are many for whom these things are pre
pared who will not get there'. In fact, he made such a pitiful tale, as
indeed he might do; but I tell you who he ought to have wept for
he ought to have wept for the angels in heaven and all the saints,
because that would spoil Heaven thoroughly....

NO MAN WILLS TO COME

This brings us to the fourth point. That by nature no man will
come to Christ, for the text says, 'Ye will not come unto Me, that
ye might have life'. I assert on Scripture authority from my text,
that ye will not come unto Christ, that ye might have life. I tell you,
I might preach to you forever, I might borrow the eloquence of
Demosthenes or of Cicero, but ye will not come unto Christ. I might
beg of you on my knees, with tears in my eyes, and show you the
horrors of hell and the joys of Heaven, the sufficiency of Christ and
your own lost condition, but you would none of you come unto
Christ of yourselves unless the Spirit that rested on Christ should
draw you. It is true of all men in their natural condition that they
will not come unto Christ. ...

THE FALL-HOW FAR?

It would take too much time to mention any more Scripture
proofs. We will, however, refer to the great doctrine of the fall.
Anyone who believes that man's will is entirely free and that he can
be saved by it, does not believe the fall. As I sometimes tell you,
few preachers of religion do believe thoroughly the doctrine of the
fall, or else they think that when Adam fell down he broke his little
finger, and did not break his neck and ruin his race. Why, beloved,
the fall broke man up entirely. It did not leave one power unim
paired; they were all shattered, and debased, and tarnished; like
some mighty temple, the pillars might be there, the shaft, and the
column, and the plaster might be there; but they were all broken,
though some of them retain their form and position. The conscience
of man sometimes retains much of its tenderness-still it has fallen.
The will, too, is not exempt. What though it is 'the Lord Mayor of
Mansoul', as Bunyan calls it; the Lord Mayor goes wrong. The
Lord Will-be-will was continuallly doing wrong.

I
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Your fallen nature was put out of order; your will, amongst other
things, has clean gone astray from God. But I tell you what will be
the best proof of that; it is the great fact that you never did meet a
Christian in your life who ever said he came to Christ without
Christ coming to him....

I ask you again, did you ever meet a Christian man who said,
'I came to Christ without the power of the Spirit'? If you ever did
meet such a man, you need have no hesitation in saying, 'My dear
Sir, I quite believe it-and 1 believe you went away again without
the power of the Spirit, and that you know nothing about the matter,
and are in the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity'. Do 1 hear
one Christian man sayiilg, 'I sought Jesus before He sought me;
1 went to the Spirit, and the Spirit did not come to me'? No,
beloved, we are obliged, each one of us, to put our hands to our
hearts, and say-

'Grace taught my soul to pray,
And made my eyes o'erflow;

'Twas grace that kept me to this day
And will not let me go',

Is there one here-a solitary one-can say, '1 sought God before
He sought me'? No; even you who are a little Arminian, will sing

'Oh yes! I do love Jesus-
Because He first loved me'.

Then, one more question, Do we not find, even after we have
come to Christ, our soul is not free, but is kept by Christ? Do we
not find times, even now, when to will is not present with us? There
is a law in our members, warring against the law of our minds, Now,
if those who are spiritually alive feel that their will is contrary to
God, what shall we say of the man who is dead in trespasses and
sins? It would be a marvellous absurdity to put the two on a level;
and it would be still more absurd to put the dead before the living.
No; the text is true, experience has branded it into our hearts, 'Ye
will not come unto Me that ye might have life',



Proving God
T. ALDRIDGE

"Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse ... and prove me now
herewith, said the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you to the
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not
be room enough to receive it' (Malachi 3 : 10).

Our studies in 1 Cor. 12-13 during recent weeks have left a deep
impression of the fundamental importance of motive in all aspects
of Faith and Practice. The Lord's concern is not the outward man,
but always primarily the heart. The rich man's millions may mean
less to Him than the poor widow's mites, the motive alone gives
value to either. More particularly, we saw that to Him the only
acceptable motive is that Christian grace of love, AGAPE; so dia
metrically opposed to what the world calls love. A love which
denies self to achieve the blessing of others, irrespective of any merit
in the recipient

The Church of Corinth was wealthy in most respects. It was
founded in the preaching and teaching of Paul and Apollos. The
Holy Spirit richly endowed it with the charismatic gifts of tongues
and prophecy. It evidently grew to a considerable size, and included
numbers of wealthy people. They were well-taught in the 'Apostles'
Doctrine', abundantly energetic, but in their Christian life entirely
stale-mated, because they retained worldly attitudes and motives.
Especially self-love; instead of AGAPE, self-less love. This vitiated
their knowledge, it never became real and pragmatic. It perverted
their practice, which remained egocentric and self-glorifying. The
clearest evidence of this inner state was provided by their misuse of
God's gifts, the spiritual and the material alike. The same false
fundamental motivation spoiled worship and witness. Our Lord
emphasised this by reminding us that the tree is known by its fruit.
Our conduct reveals our heart. The use of all our gifts, but particu
larly-and perhaps strangely so-our money usually accurately
gauges the state of our hearts.

Bearing this in mind, there are certain general truths which
Christians need constantly to re-state, and in a practical sense
re·instate.

(a) The Totality of God's Ownership. We are reminded in Psalm
24 : 1 that God did not merely create all things, and now sustains all
things, but asserts His eternal Lordship and Sovereignty over all
things. All Matter and all Men. Paul found it necessary to remind

The Gospel Magazine 295
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the Corinthians Cl Cor. 6: 19-20) that this applied more than ever
to the Christian. Rebellion against this must be expected from the
natural man. He is in rebellion. That the same spirit should be
retained by the saints in certain areas of their lives is quite intoler
able, and incompatible with blessing. We do, of course, acknow
ledge His Sovereignty in theory and in lip-service. But our practice
denies it. You may judge this by the effort we make, and the
obvious delight we derive, from establishing and defining doctrines
of faith from the Scriptures. And equally, how careful we are to
avoid discovering rules of life. We know that, should we do so, our
lives would be confounded, and our cold hearts exposed. John
reminds us that the commandments of God are not grievous-to
them that love Him! Our giving to God reveals firstly our love to
Him, secondly our trust in His ability to make all things abound
towards us, and thirdly our belief in the veracity of His Word, that
what He says in Scripture He really means.

(b) God is the sole source of All. Who endows us with life, health,
mental and physical abilities? Who arranges the circumstances of
birth, background and education? Remember! It is the Lord that
giveth thee power to get wealth! (Deut. 818). When we give, we
give only because He first gave us Cl Chron. 29 : 24).

I fear it verges on insult to enumerate reasons why we should give.
No, why we must give. They are so obvious, so profound, so
numerous.

(a) May I suggest that we are deeply in God's debt? He so loved
the world, that He gave-not 10 per cent, not 50 per cent, nor any
part, but all-His only begotten Son! Freely ye have received,
freely give (Matt. 10 : 8).

(b) May I suggest that when we receive His Salvation, we were
purchased with His Blood, and thereby we have lost all rights what
ever? Do we not sing 'Now I belong to Jesus'? As His own, all our
wants, cares and rights are His concern. 'If any man would come
after Me, let him deny himself" (Luke 9 : 23).

(c) May I suggest that God commands us to give? Every man
shall give as God has prospered him (Deut. 16: 17). Not volition
ally. Not a free-will offering. A Command! (Luke 6 : 38).

Why, then, is our giving defective? Apart from what has already
been suggested, there are two basic reasons. Firstly, we have never
sought a proper scriptural standard of giving. We say that, in
principle, Scripture deals with every exigency of life. But we exclude
our pockets from this and ignore its principles for our guidance. We
prefer to be capricious and erratic and make God dependent on our
feelings and fancies. Thank God, His dealings with us are not on
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that basis! Secondly, and ultimately, and quite frankly and simply:
We are covetous. We do not give, because we do not want to part
with what we have./ "Take heed and beware of covetousness' (Luke
12 : 15).

May I dare to bring God's Principles of Giving to you? I say
dare, because the privilege of knowledge imposes the responsibility
of action.

Firstly, God expects us both to pay and to give. There is a part
of our income which never belongs to us. This is so in a secular
realm. We do not 'give' taxes, we pay them. We have no choice, it
is a duty involved in citizenship. Just as the state demands a fixed
proportion of our income, so does God. 'Render unto Caesar the
things which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God's'
(Luke 20 : 20). Yet out of the sum remaining we may, of our free
will, give to hospitals, charities, societies, which directly or indirectly
benefit the state. This is our privilege as citizens. Likewise, God
expects us not only to be dutiful, which is the least, but also generous
and appreciative of His benefits, which is our privilege as His
children.
. ..Secondly, the payment demanded by God is a fixed proportion
of our income before any deductions whatever. It is known as the
tithe and amounts to one tenth. It is of ancient institution (Gen.
14 : 18-20) and has nothing to do with the law or the Jews, except
inasmuch as God's principles guide all His people alike. The use
of the tithe is quite specific. It is to be put into the treasury (Neh.
13 : 12) for the support of God's Ministers, God's Ministry, and
God's House-in that order (Num. 18 : 21). To this and this alone,
in both the Old and New Testament (Num. 18: 21; Neh. 12: 44-45;
Neh. 13 : 12; 1 Cor. 11 : 13-14; 1 Tim. 5 : 18). It did not support
independent missionaries, evangelists, societiesor organisations, or
the poor within or without the Church. The tithe was for the upkeep
of Divine institutions. For all else there were collections, i.e. free
will offerings. It ensured and preserved the dignity and esteem of
God's servants; it liberated the Church-based ministry, both in its
inward and outward work, from financial limitations; it ensured the
dignity and beauty of God's House. It obviated all efforts of fund
raising. gift days, bazaars, and such like, which are the Devil's instru
ment through this love of money to degrade the Church. They are
an insult and affront to the Divine Majesty of God, resultant from
the sinful defection of His people. A defection which He always
punishes by withdrawal of His blessing: firstly from our labours
(Hag. 1 : 5-6; Luke 6 : 38), and secondly upon the Spiritual Ministry
(Mal. 3: 8-9). Our ministers are down-at-heel, our ministry is

I
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decayed, our churches are dilapidated because God's people, who
are as affluent as all other sections of society, are smitten with the
love of money (covetousness), which is the root of all evil.

Thirdly, we are encouraged to bring freewill offerings to God as
a proof of our love (2 Cor. 8 : 24), first of all for the relief of the
poor within the Church (Rom. 12 : 13) and then for all our interests
in Christian work outside those covered by the tithe (Ex. 35 : 39).

May I also, finally, show you how to give? You see the motive
makes the gift a blessing to the giver! Firstly: Willingly (l Chron.
29 : 19), then cheerfully (2 Cor. 9 : 7); also faithfully (Rom. 14 : 14);
remembering it is to be systematically (l Cor. 16: 2) and lastly
bountifully (Luke 6 : 38). God is no man's debtor.

In His wisdom, God has directly and proportionately linked our
paying with His blessing. You see the empty pews all around us?
Here is God's challenge to you and me: 'Prove me now,' he writes:
'Bring all the tithes into my storehouse, that there may be meat in
my house'; and 'I will open the windows of heaven, and pour you
out a blessing that there shall not be room to receive it.'

The key to a full church and a fruitful ministry lies in an empty
pocket, yours in particular, ours in general. You see, where a man's
treasure is, there is his heart also.

NEWS AND VIEWS
World Jewry now totals 13,887,000 according to a survey of

Jewish communities published by the World Jewish Congress. The
vast majority reside in three countries: USA., 5,612,000; Soviet
Union, 3,000,000; and Israel, 2,273,000. The greatest number of
Jews in Europe is in France, 500,000. Other large Jewish com
munities are to be found as follows: Argentina, 550,000; Great
Britain, 450,000; Canada, 262,000; Brazil, 150,000; S. Africa.
116,000; Rumania, 100,000; Iran, 80,000; Morocco, 75,000; and
Australia, 70,000. The New Testament reminds us that the Gospel
is to be sent 'to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile'. Pray for those
called to take Christ to Jewish people, and for all who distribute the
Scriptures among them, seeking to show them their true Messiah.
'Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.'-Quoted in 'THE VOICE'.
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The Crown Rights ofthe
Redeemer

ERNEST W. BACON

The President's Address given at the 146th Annual
Conference of the Countess ot Huntingdon's
Connexion at Herne Bay, Kent, 8th May, 1968.

This is 'Human Rights' year, and as human beings and Christians
we are naturally concerned about many social and international
problems, and try to see them in the light of the things of God. But
there are more important rights than human rights, valid though
these are. Almighty God has prior rights which are sovereign,
absolute, vital, and eternal. Too often in our modern world they are
ignored, denied, or opposed. The 'Universal Declaration of Human
Rights', valuable as it is in many ways, leaves God out of account
altogether and ignores man's fallen nature and necessity for
regeneration. But our God and Father has issued a 'Universal
Declaration of Divine Rights' of supreme and primary importance,
and far more radical and vital than anything His creature man has
ever conceived. If this were accepted and obeyed, as it is revealed
in the Word of God, made plain through the Person and Work of
the Son of God, and applied by the Spirit of God, man's problems
would be finally solved.

Centuries ago in old Scotland the Covenanters raised as their
battle cry 'The Crown Rights of the Redeemer'. It meant for them
that the Lord Jesus Christ, the exalted Saviour, was the supreme
head, authority and ruler of His people, and not any earthly ruler
or any other authority in church or state. They learned this great
fundamental truth from the New Testament. They knew it as per
sonal experience in the saying fellowship of Christ. He was their
redeemer and lord. He was the Redeemer King of the community of
saints. The Lord Jesus spoke of 'My Church', and of the 'Kingdom
of God', Paul told the Christians at Ephesus 'God gave Him to be
head over all things to the church' (Eph. 1 : 22) and 'Christ is the
Head of the Church ... the Church is subject unto Christ' (Eph.
5 : 23-24). And the New Testament closes with the ascription of a
glorious title to the exalted Saviour, 'King of kings, and Lord of
lords'.
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We need to recapture the New Testament conception of the crown
rights of the Redeemer over His Church, for, alas, in many ways
Christians today have departed from it, and set up merely human
and even secular ideas of the Church, its nature, function, and
government. The resulting confusion, ineffectiveness and loss of
power is plain to see.

THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH

1. The crown rights of the Redeemer over His Church indicates
the nature of the Church. The New Testament shows us clearly that
the Church is a society of redeemed and regenerate people. The
actual word used, 'ecclesia', means a company of people, a congre
gation, 'called out' of the bondage of sin, separated from the world,
and united to Christ who has saved them for His holy purposes
amongst men. Each member is united by faith to his Redeemer,
truly loves Him, and shares in all the blessings of salvation which
are in Him. In the sovereign purpose of God, and by the power of
divine grace, the true believer is 'in Christ', and Christ is in him, by
the operation of the Holy Spirit. And each redeemed believer is
united to every other true Christian, because he shares in the
common regenerate life derived from the Saviour.

This is the New Testament pattern. But can we say that the
churches to which we belong are really like this? Are all the mem
bers and office-bearers truly converted? Can we say that our fellow
ships are spiritual societies of people who are new creatures in
Christ, delivered from the kingdom of sin and darkness and trans
lated to the realm of grace and light? Are we really living on a
totally different and higher plane in contrast to the ways and stan
dards of the world? Are we more and more dead to sin and alive
to God, and becoming more and more Christ-like? Said the Lord
Jesus of His saved and separated people, 'They are not of the world,
even as I am not of the world' (John 17: 16). The sad thing about
so many who profess and call themselves Christians in all branches
of the Church is that they are so indistinguishable in all vital matters
from the ungodly.

Certainly the New Testament shows that local Christian com
munities may become mixed, and comprise born-again believers and
nominal believers, wheat and tares, possessors of Christ and those
who, for various reasons, are just attached to the church and its
activities. But though this is a fact, we ought always to seek to
maintain the New Testament standard, the divine purpose of a
redeemed society, chosen, called, and faithful; each member
quickened by divine Life and part of the true life-giving vine! We



need a revival of this essential quality in all our churches, and then
we should see God working in us and through us more and more.

THE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST

2. The crown rights of the Redeemer emphasise the headship
of Christ over His church. The exalted Saviour is the supreme king
and governor of every individual believer, of the local Christian
fellowship, and of the universal company of those saved by grace
and indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Christ's title to kingship over His
church is because He is its redeemer and owner; He bought us with
the price of His atoning sacrifice; we have 'redemption through His
blood'; we are no longer our own to do as we please-we are His
to do His holy and blessed will. He claims divine rights over all we
are and have and desire and do. 'He is head over all things to the
church, which is His body.'

The Lord Jesus Christ is much more than just the founder of the
redeemed society. He is that. He is also the architect, building
living stone into the living temple fit for God's indwelling. He sus
tains its spiritual life through the constant communication of His
grace and truth. He is the unerring teacher, instructing His people
in divine saving knowledge for life and eternity. He is the head of
the church as to its supreme authority and government, legislating
through His appointed servants so that His people know the mind
of Christ through His word and Spirit, and act according to His will.
His royal presence makes our worship spiritually profitable, our
fellowship with one another helpful and strengthening, our witness
and service amongst an evil and unbelieving world to be endued
with power from on high and therefore bearing fruit. He is the only
source of true spiritual life and blessing.

I would lovingly and earnestly call each one of us, and all our
churches, to consider whether we are giving Christ the pre-eminence
and His rightful place as king and governor over every aspect of our
church life. Are we consciously seeking to do all for the glory of
Christ? Do we really want to know what His will is for us? In the
divine purpose the Church is subject unto Christ. Does our worship
magnify Him? Do our meetings draw us nearer to the Saviour?
Would strangers coming in get the impression that we have been
with Jesus?

Is our pulpit teaching centred on Christ? Our churches were born
of the Evangelical Revival, and we need to declare in modern terms
to our contemporary world the great truths blessed of God in every
age. We need to teach from the inspired Word of God the great
evangelical doctrines of sin and grace, repentance and faith, holiness
and obedience to Christ. Anything less is a sham and plain dis-
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loyalty to the Redeemer. In too many pulpits in all Christian bodies
the great, vital, saving doctrines of the faith have been replaced by
the 'social gospel', a vain attempt to get the fruits of the Gospel
righteousness. peace and love-without the roots of the Gospel,
salvation and cleansing by the divine Redeemer. Dr. H. R. Niebuhr
speaks of much modern preaching as presenting 'a God without
wrath who brought men without sin into a kingdom without judg
ment, through the ministrations of a Christ without a cross!' No
wonder the debasing of the Christian faith is so widespread today.
No wonder there is visible moral degeneracy and organised wicked
ness. Let us make sure we offer men genuine scriptural Christianity.
Do not give stones for bread. Preach the Word!

Then, is our fellowship rich and alive with His Spirit? Are we
living faithful, holy, prayerful, consecrated, Christ-ruled lives? Do
our churches give the impression of being alive with the presence of
God and spiritual life and truth? Or have they become what Sol

many churches of all denominations have in fact become, merely
social centres with a thin veneer of religion, but a religion totally
unrelated to man in his sinful condition and need, and quite astray
from the true gospel of full and free salvation through Christ. And
is there among us practical expression of loving service for others
and definite efforts for the spread of the gospel at home and through
the world, and all for Jesus' sake?

In the Evangelical Revival, as in New Testament days, they
founded new churches and carried the gospel of Christ and forgive
ness and new life to new unchurched districts. We hear of churches
being dosed, and some may need to be. But when are we going to
extend our activities in the Name of the Lord and begin to establish
new causes in needy areas?

I ask these questions in no censorious spirit, but because it is so
easy to get shifted away from the things that are of vital importance
in the sight of God to lesser things, interesting, even useful in their
way, but not the things we were redeemed and joined to Christ to
live for and to declare. The trouble with so many of us is that we
have a certain loyalty to Christ, but it is a disputed loyalty, and it
never goes all the way. It is a divided allegiance in which Christ
has some place, perhaps, but marginal; He is not given the pre
eminence as sovereign ruler and omnipotent Lord, and of course our
Christian lives and our church life and witness are immeasurably
the poorer. 'If Christ is not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all', said
Hudson Taylor.



The Gospel Magazine 303

DEPENDENCE AND OBEDIENCE

3. The Crown Rights of the Redeemer over His Church demand
dependence and obedience.

Dependence on His authority, power and Spirit. He is the same
mighty Redeemer still, waiting to be gracious, willing to bless and
use us. Let us plead with Him in prayer for an outpouring of His
Spirit in revival of spiritual power and truth in our lives and
churches. Is there a prayer meeting in your church? A prayerless
church is a powerless church. Nothing will so clear worldliness out
of the church, and spiritual deadness and apathy, as a real, constant,
prayerful seeking of the Lord in confession of sin and need, and in
claiming His inexhaustible spiritual resources. Terribly old
fashioned this is ... thousands of years old: but it works! 'They
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength ...' 'Apart from
Me you can do nothing!' Nothing ... all wasted effort unless He
inspires and sustains it. Nothing will so stir us to be alive to God
and militant in the service of the Redeemer-King, good soldiers of
Jesus Christ, spiritually equipped to win victories, as to be in daily
dependence on the Lord of all grace and power.

Dependence-and Obedience! Great blessings freely given call
Christ's redeemed people to the privilege and duty of obedience.
And love for Christ born of His love for us constrains us to give
Him wholehearted and willing obedience. When Paul was brought
in submission to the feet of the risen, exalted Saviour, almost his
first question was, 'Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?' (Acts
9: 6). The answer was that he must witness and serve and labour
and suffer for Christ's sake. He came to see that the way of simple
obedience was the pathway of blessing. He did and endured
undreamed-of things, and achieved abundant fruit by relying on a
living Christ, and giving Him unfaltering obedience. 'I can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me.' The world's way is to
put self first, grab all that is going, and be indifferent to duties and
obligations. Not so the one in living union with Christ his Head.
Every fresh day he looks anew to Him and says, Lord, what wilt
Thou have me to do, in my situation, with my gifts, and with Thy
grace?

All around us in a darkening, perilous world are poor, lost, blind,
guilty, unsatisfied folk. The Lord can use us to lead them back to
God and His truth and salvation. Dependence on our kingly
Redeemer, and obedience to Him, both born of love, will make us
'sanctified, and meet for the Master's use, and prepared unto every
good work'.
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He is King now, and His will be the final triumph, depend upon it.
If you are allied to the world you just can't win; but if you are a
born-again subject of the King of kings you just can't lose! He who
wore the crown of thorns for us, now wears the crown of divine and
universal sovereignty. He must reign. He is coming to reign
according to His promise. But He reigns over His believing people
now. Give Him the crown rights of the Redeemer! Say to Him-

Enter my life more fully,
Take now complete control;

True, Thou hast been my Saviour,
Thou shalt be LORD OF ALL!

THE INCOMPARABLE EXCELLENCE OF CHRIST

(Extract from a Letter)

Go on in the strength of the Lord and put Christ's love to trial
and put upon it burdens. and then it will appear love indeed: we
employ not His love, and therefore we know it not.

More I can neither wish, nor pray nor desire for you, than Christ,
singled and chosen out from all things, even though wearing a crown
of thorns. I am sure the saints are at best but strangers to the weight
and worth of the incomparable excellence of Christ. We know not
half of what we love, when we love Christ.

I would not have believed that there is so much in lesus as there
is. It is little to see Him in a book; but to draw nigh to Christ is
another thing.

That Christ and a forgiven sinner should be made one, and share
heaven between them, is the wonder of salvation; what more could
love do?

-SAMUEL RUTHERFORD (in St. Andrew's prison).
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Called to be Saints
H. M. CARSON

A sermon preached in Hamilton Road Baptist
Church, Bangor, on Sunday, 1st October, 1967.

'Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints
in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons.'
(Philippians 1 : 1).

You will probably know that plans are in hand in Rome to beatify
and ultimately to canonise the late John XXIII and the late Pious
XII, and if the process goes through they will join the long catalogue
of saints of the Roman church. Saints of the church? Well, this is
one of many Roman errors, because in the New Testament there is
no distinction between the ordinary run of Christians and a special
group whom you designate 'saints'; every Christian in the New
Testament is called by this common name of saint. The Roman
system is rather like a university course in which you have 'pass'
students and 'honour' students, and the saints are the 'honours'
group, those who move on a higher level. But the New Testament
does not think in these terms at all; it speaks of saints as the ordin
ary run of Christians. I think that sometimes Protestants are
strangely inconsistent in their language when they talk about Saint
Paul and Saint John and Saint Augustine but do not talk about
Saint John Calvin, Saint Martin Luther or Saint John Wesley. If
they were consistent they might well do so, and, indeed, if they were
going to be biblically consistent they ought to refer to their Christian
friends as Saint 'So and so', because in the New Testament saint is
simply another term for believer, it is interchangeable for the word
Christian. Paul is emphasising it here. He writes to "all the saints
in Philippi' and these people were still in the flesh; they had not
died; they had not gone through the process of being beatified and
being canonised; they were still there in Philippi, and he writes to
them all without exception because all with exception, being
Christians, are called to be saints.

The term 'saint' basically means separated. A saint is a person
who is distinct, he is different. He is a person who has been
separated from sin. By the grace of God he has turned his back
upon the sin which has beset him, and he has set his face to Christ
and to serve the living God. The saint is a man who has been
separated from the world. He has been removed from this rebellious
sphere so that now he belongs to a new Kingdom and a new King.
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He has been separated positively unto God. The saint in the Bible
is essentially God's man, Christ's man, so Paul writes to all the
saints, but here he speaks of them in the various relationships which
they sustain. In fact there is a threefold relationship mentioned in
this verse-the saints, in their relationship to Christ Jesus, in their
relationship to the community in which they live (they are the saints
in Philippi) and their relationship to the church of which they are
members.

The first and the basic relationship is of course the relationship to
Christ. 'To all the saints in Christ Jesus'-this is a phrase in which
Paul delights. He is constantly using it-'in Christ', 'in Him', 'in
Christ Jesus'-the phrases are constantly coming from his pen
because, of course, they speak of the basic and fundamental spiritual
experience which the Christian has. The Christian is a saint because
he is in Christ Jesus. He has been separated from sin because he is
in Christ Jesus. He is distinct from the world because he is in Christ
Jesus, and his hope of glory is based on this fact that he is in Christ
Jesus. It is a very rich phrase and Paul pours a great deal of
meaning into it. What does it mean to be in Christ, what is involved
in this relationship? Well, Paul does not begin with a man's conver
sion when he would explain to you what it means to be in Christ.
He does not begin with Calvary, and he does not even begin with
creation. He goes right before and beyond the creation of the world.
When he writes to the Ephesians and speaks about the blessed posi
tion which is theirs, he says, 'Know you not that you were chosen in
Christ (there is that familiar phrase) before the foundation of the
world?' Your salvation, he says, is not due to some chance, nor
indeed is it due to some whim on your part; your salvation is due to
the great eternal purpose of God. Before He brought the world into
being, God had His mind set upon you; 'Whom He did foreknow,
He also did predestinate, and whom He did predestinate them He
also called, and whom He called then He also justified, and whom
He justified then He also glorified'.

It is no wonder that Paul can say after that, with great assurance
and confidence, 'Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's
elect?' Why, if God has set His choice upon us, what does it matter
what men say? What does it matter what the devil does? God has
chosen us in Christ and 'He who has begun a good work in us, will
assuredly perform it until the day of Jesus Christ'. You will remem
ber that when the Lord is praying in John 17 for His disciples, He
speaks of them in a particular way, referring to them as 'those
whom Thou hast given me'. The people of God are the Father's
love-gift to the Son and they have been purchased by the obedience
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unto death of the Son. To be in Christ means to have' our salvation
rooted in God's eternal choice of us.

But that which is in the decree and purpose of God in eternity is
realised in time in each one of our lives. We are in Christ, not only
because God chose us in Christ, but because God has incorporated
Us. He has united us to Christ and we are made one with Him. The
Christian life begins in a miracle of the grace of God. You do not
become a Christian simply by going to church. You do not become
a Christian by getting your name on a church roll. You do not
become a Christian by submitting to the ordinances of the church.
You become a Christian only when God works a great miracle in
you and unites you to Christ so that you share the very life of the
Son of God.

So you get the pictures in the New Testament. The Lord Jesus
in John 15 speaks about the vine and the branches. The branches
are not attached in some artificial way to the vine; the branches are
not attached as the parts of a piece of furniture are attached, with
joints and tenons and so on-no, the branches are in the vine, they
share the very life of the vine; there is an organic, a living unity
between vine and branches. Again Paul uses the picture, in Romans
12 and elsewhere, of the body and the limb, and once again there is
a big difference between the junction between my arm and my body
and between the ann of a chair and the chair; in one case it is an
artificial thing, in the other there is a living unity, so that the same
life flows throughout. Paul says we are members of Christ, we are
united to Him, we are living members of His body. There is also the
picture of the temple, but it is not just in terms of a structure of
stone, for we are spoken of as living stones incorporated into the
glorious temple of God. To be a Christian, then, to be a saint, is to
be united to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a tremendous thing to be a
Christian; it is a tremendous privilege and it is rooted in a great
miracle, a miracle of the grace of God.

But we have been looking at it from the Godward side, what God
does; God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world;
God has grafted us into Christ and has imparted new life to us; we
are born from above. But there is the other side. We are in Christ
as those who have gladly responded to Him. God has worked in our
hearts. we have been awakened to our sin and to our need, we have.
been awakened to see something of the glory of the Saviour, and by
faith we have reached out to receive the gift of God which is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Our union with Christ is not
something that we look at in a detached fashion, as merely some
thing that has happened to us, but it is rather that which we have
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ourselves gladly embraced by faith. We are in Him as those who
have received Him. We are in Him as those who have trusted in
Him. Looked at from one side, our union with Christ is the union
of regeneration, of new birth, of new life, of incorporation into
Christ. Looked at from the other side, our union is the union of
faith. We have reached out the hand of faith to touch the Son of
God; we have reached out to Him to receive Him as our Saviour,
our Master and our Lord. As saints, as those who are set apart from
sin and the world, set apart for the glory of God, we are in Christ,
united to Him by a living bond which nothing, not even death itself,
can sever.

Paul is talking about the total relationship of the Christian, but
this is the basic one, for apart from this one, the others do not really
make sense. Indeed, I would need to pause at this point and to ask,
Are you sure that you are in Christ? Yes, you are gathered with
God's people this morning, and we are going to consider together
further now what it means to be a member of the church, but if you
are not in Christ, well, the rest of the verse and the rest of the epistle
will have no meaning at all. This is the fundamental relationship
that must be established. Are you sure that you are in Christ? Are
you sure that you are a saint? Are you sure that you belong to this
new Kingdom, the Kingdom of heaven? To be in Christ, as I have
said, means to reach out the hand of faith and to receive Him. God
grant that each one of us in this congregation may know ourselves
not simply to be adherents or members of a church, but truly united
to Jesus Christ Himself.

But Paul goes on to speak of the further relationship which the
Christian has. These are the saints in Christ Jesus and they are the
saints in Philippi. There is a twofold sphere-the Christian is united
to Christ, but these Christians are still in Philippi, they are still part
of the community into which they have been born and in which they
have grown up. This is the way that God works. It is not God's
plan to take the Christian immediately out of the world. When we
are converted, when we become new people in Christ, we are not
translated immediately to glory. Sometimes a good few years elapse
between a man's coming to Christ and a man's promotion to the
immediate presence of God in heaven. God purposes that we should
be in this world and within this world we should live to His glory.

Now you find even in the New Testament a tendency to try and
opt out, to get away from this difficult situation. You get it in
Corinth. They were asking the apostle Paul, 'Should we eat with
unbelievers? If we have an invitation to go to a meal in an un
believer's house, should we really go?' And there seem to have
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been those'who were saying: 'No, you should not go, you must not
eat with unbelievers because to eat with someone establishes fellow
ship and contact'. But Paul says, 'If they invite you to go to a meal
and you are minded to go, then go. If, of course, the unbeliever
makes an issue out of the meal and says, "Now this meat has been
offered in sacrifice to idols"-well then, it is something different',
says Paul. 'It is no longer merely a social occasion; the man has
made it a religious occasion and at that point you cannot take part.
But if it is simply a case of a pagan inviting you to a meal, then,'
says Paul to the Corinthians, 'you go.' This was indeed the great
criticism of Christ. 'This man eats and drinks with publicans and
sinners'-the people who were looked on as the offscourings of
society; those who were morally without the camp. But the Lord
would have a meal with them; He would be one with them at that
point; He would establish friendly contact with them in order that
He might bring to them the Word of Life.

Now, again and again through Christian history this tendency to
escape has reappeared. It reappeared in the fourth century.
Christians began to feel that they must get away from the world;
there is so much sin here, so much immorality, you get tainted by it
all-and so in Egypt they began to have the hermits. They moved
right out of the towns and into the deserts, away from everything.
Then came the monastic movements with the monasteries and the
convents; the great thing was to get away from the world, away from
its temptations. But they discovered that you might get away from
the world, you might in a sense leave the world there, but you took
the world in your heart with you into the monastery and the convent,
and you discovered that the people who were in the convent and the
monastery with you were just as much part of the world as those
outside. As a result, right through the Middle Ages, you got this up
and down experience. The monasteries were reformed and the con
vents were reformed, but then they began to decline again because
they were running completely contrary to the New Testament
pattern.

God never intended that His people should be withdrawn. The
Lord prays for His disciples, not that God would take them out of
the world, but that God would keep them from the evil in the world.
We are to be in the world but we are not to be of the world. We are
to be part of the world in the sense of sharing the normal life of the
world, but we are not to share the spirit of the world. We are
always there as foreigners, as sojourners, as aliens, as strangers, but
we are to be there all right; we are not to try and withdraw our
selves. An Evangelical ghetto is not the pattern of the New Testa-
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ment! We are called to be in the midst of the world. After all, that
is where the common run of Christians have to earn their daily
bread. They cannot opt out of the situation, they must be there.
And no matter how many schemes are produced within the churches
for getting Christians right apart, they have still got to make contact
with men and women in the ordinary contacts of life. If some people
were really consistent they would die of starvation, because they
could not buy food from an unconverted grocer or butcher; they
could not depend upon an unconverted dustman to empty their
dustbin. In fact they should be very dubious about switching on
their electric light in case there is some unconverted man involved in
the power station-the whole thing becomes ludicrous. You cannot
have: this detachment from the world. The hermits thought that the
only way to have this detachment was to get away completely, but
they showed disastrously how remote this idea was from a Biblical
conception of holiness.

No, we are to be in the world, but in the world we will discover
that we are in enemy territory. The whole world lieth in the evil one.
The evil one hates the Son of God and the people of God, and the
world reflects its master's hatred of our Master. So the Lord Jesus
says to His disciples, 'Marvel not (do not be surprised) if the world
hates you; it hated me before it hated you'. You need not be sur
prised if you find the world a difficult place, because the world will
naturally hate the light and it will therefore hate those who stand for
the light and stand for the truth and stand for Christ. Indeed, the
Lord Jesus came another way at the same truth; He says, 'Woe unto
you when all men speak well of you'. That was their attitude to the
false prophets. And the Christian who is 'hail fellow, well met' with
everybody, the Christian whom the world at large thinks is a fine
person, that Christian ought to look critically at himself. Now that
does not mean to say we go out looking for trouble; it does not mean
that, by tactlessness and ungraciousness, we court unpopularity.
Too many Christians imagine that suffering for righteousness' sake
is involved when in actual fact they are suffering simply because of
their own lack of good manners. But we are none the less called to
be so consistent and so godly that our godliness will be a constant
rebuke to the world and inevitably, as a result, they will hate us.

They will hate a church which stands for the truth and stands for
the gospel, and at this point I find that many Christians have their
thinking all disordered. They like their church to be well thought of
by the community, The desire for ecclesiastical respectability is one
that appears again and again in Christian history. Read the history
of revivals. What happens? God comes in power to His people;
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there is a great new moving of the Spirit and the new wine very often
hursts the old wineskins, and those who are involved in such a time
of revival are looked on with great disfavour by the ecclesiastical
powers that be. But then they gradually become respectable and
they are welcomed. Do you want examples? One can find them
easily. Read John Wesley's diary; read the stories of the Methodist
awakening in the eighteenth century, when their open-air meetings
were broken up, when they were pelted with mud and eggs, when
their people were physically injured. But before so very long the
Methodists had become as respectable as the Anglicans. Look at the
Salvation Army. A hundred years ago William Bocth and his friends
were the off-scourings of London. They were looked on with scorn
and contempt, but now in England they are as respectable as the
rest. Indeed, it was a Salvation Army band which led the procession
into Westminster Cathedral and set their colours on the High Altar
there, to listen to a sermon by Cardinal Heenan.

So times change, and those who are looked on as outcasts
ecclesiastically yesterday, become respectable. I must confess that
when Tdiscover within a local church this desire to be well thought
of by the community, to be an acceptable Christian body, I think
we have got to be on our guard We have got to be very careful at
this point, because we never become, or we should never become, a
respected part of the community. God forbid that we should,
because if we reach that point it is quite clear that our gospel is
ceasing to cut. There is a roughness about the gospel, there is a
stumbling block in the Cross, and we dare not minimise our message,
we dare not smooth down its presentation in order that we might
win the favour of men. We are not looking for trouble; we are not
looking for unpopularity, but if we are looking for the favour of
God and if we are concerned with the honour of Christ, we will find
that the world is a difficult place in which to live. But of course it
is the place ot opportunity. The Lord has put us in the world and
He insists that we remain in the world in order that we might be like
lights in the darkness. The church of Christ is in the world in order
that it might be a place from which the light shines. You can see,
therefore, why the Lord ordains that His people should be right in
the midst of the world. How will they hear unless there are men and
women alongside them to tell them?

I am sure this is the great lesson we need to learn as far as our
evangelistic outreach is concerned. I confess I am not unduly
enthusiastic about all the elaborate modem means of advertising,
because we have seen so much of it. In many campaigns you get the
most glorious advertising, but after all, many of the population
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spend their lives being indoctrinated in that way. They turn on their
television sets and they open their glossy magazines and they are
bombarded with advertising. The result is that a campaign or a
church service is simply one more item and many treat it just like
the detergent advertisement! I believe that the advertising that
really counts, the advertising that really makes an impact, is when
you send living advertisements into offices and shops and factories,
men and women whose lives have been changed-give me men and f
women like that and you can have all the advertising techniques and
gimmicks in the world, because they will not really matter. Paul; .
says, I want you to shine as lights in the darkness. I want you to be
in the world, moving amongst men and women, in daily contact
with them, and in your work commending the gospel, adorning the
gospel which you profess, and speaking through the consistency of
your daily life of your Saviour.

To the saints 'in Christ Jesus', to the saints 'in Philippi' and to
the saints who are members of the church of Christ. Notice the
last phrase-it is so easy to slip over these phrases when you are
reading the Scripture, but Paul does not waste words. Paul is writing
under the inspiration of the Spirit. He writes for a particular
purpose, when he uses every word and every phrase. So he writes
to Christians who are in Christ, who are in Philippi, and Christians
who are there along with the bishops and deacons. In other words,
he is writing to Christians who are in church fellowship. The New
Testament has no understanding of isolated individual Christians.
This would not make sense to them. A Christian in the New Testa
ment is, by definition, one who is in fellowship with other Christians,
and the church in the New Testament is no mere human society. It
is not something like a guild or a lodge, something which men have
contrived. Because men are gregarious animals; they like to get
together, they like to talk together; they like their interests in com
mon and they like to share those interests, and so they form their
clubs for various purposes. But the church of Christ is not just a
club or a lodge of likeminded people. The church is essentially
something which God has given. The church is a divine fellowship.

Look at the Acts of the Apostles; turn to Acts, chapter 2, and
listen to the response as men receive the gospel. The gospel is
preached, they turn in conviction of sin, they repent, they believe,
they become Christians, and it says, 'The Lord added to the church
daily such as were being saved'. It was through the work of God
that they became members of the church. Go back to Matthew 16
and listen to Christ Himself. He speaks about the faith and the testi-
mony of Peter; He says, 'Upon this rock I will build my church, and
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the gates of hell shall not prevail against it'. It is the church of
Christ, the church of the living God; and if you are a Christian you
have the privilege, the inestimable privilege, of belonging to this
church.

In the New Testament there are only two senses really in which
the word 'church' is used. It is used of the great company of the
redeemed, of every age, of every nation, and it is used of local
churches. Each local church embodies at one point the great com
pany of the redeemed. Now these people were in the church at
Philippi. It was a disciplined fellowship, an OTdered fellowship.
A church is not simply a gathering of Christians who simply come
together because it is good to meet together for worship and prayer
and study of the Scriptures. No, they are together with the bishops
and deacons; there is church order, there is church government, and
this is not something incidental. You find Paul in his missionary
work is concerned not only to preach the gospel, not only to establish
churches; but he sees to it that there are elders ordained in the
churches; because a church is a company of men and women, born
again of the Spirit, knit together in fellowship, and submitting them
selves to a common discipline.

They are under the bishops and deacons. In the New Testament
the word 'bishop' designates the same office as the word 'presbyter'
or 'elder'. If you turn to Acts 20, for example, you will find that the
same men who are the elders of the church at Ephesus are the
bishops of the church at Ephesus. 'Elder' speaks of their place in
the church; they are elders, those who hold a position of honour
honour given, not to them personally, but because of the office they
bear. And they are bishops-the word simply means overseer,
because to this group of elders is committed the spiritual oversight,
the pastoral oversight, of the congregation. So the bishops are the
elders; it is an interchangeable term really. The bishops or elders
are here associated with the deacons, those who are full of faith and
full of the Holy Ghost, as Acts 6 shows us, those to whom is com
mitted the practical administration of the affairs of the local church.
It is in this context of ordered life that God's people are made
members of a disciplined fellowship.

This is a fellowship from which Christians learn from one another,
in which Christians are strengthened by one another. The Lord
teaches us, not as so many individuals, but He teaches us as mem
bers of the fellowship. So Paul writes to the Ephesians and prays
that they might 'be able to comprehend, in union with all the saints,
what is the breadth and length and depth and height, and to know
the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge'. A church is a corn·
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pany of learners We learn together and we pray together-yes. and
Paul would say, We laugh together and we weep together; 'Rejoice
with them that do rejoice and weep with them that weep'. A true
church fellowship is one in which there is a sensitivity. We are
concerned with one another's needs. When someone is sick, when
someone has been bereaved, when someone faces some major dis
appointment, we are' on the lookout, we are concerned for them,
and we are praying for them. This is a true church as you find it in f
the New Testament.

h
It is alslo aLchukrch whhichh stahn?s Atog~thehr inGitds concern to sendhout .

t e gospe. 00 at t e c urc III nhoc. 0 moves among t em
and what happens? Well, the Lord says to the church, 'Separate me
Saul and Barnabas for the work to which I have called them'.
Missionaries in the Acts of the Apostles were not men who them-
selves received a call while the spectators from the church waved
them goodbye as they went on their missionary journeys. It was the
church which received the call. The church heard the voice of the
Spirit saying, 'Separate me Saul and Barnabas'. It came to the
whole church, so that when Saul and Barnabas went from Antioch
there was a very real sense in which the whole church went with
them. They were with them in all their journeys and in all their
preaching. It was a church in which there was a dovetailing of the
members. They were together in the things of God, together in their
outreach with the gospel.

The word comes to us this morning-'to all the saints', for this
is the word of Scripture, this is the word of God. The saints at
large, the bishops and deacons of the church at Philippi, they were
all subject to the word of Christ. God has called us as saints. He
has washed us in the blood of His beloved Son; He has put His
Spirit in our hearts; He has called us to be members of this church
of the Firstborn and He calls us to live worthily. When a man is
overseas his nation is judged by his life. Sometimes people overseas
have let down the country from which they have come-in some
parts of Africa, Christmas is described as the time when the white
man gets drunk-that is the kind of image that is projected by the J.
way men live. We are saints of God and we are called to go into the
world, and in that world to live to the glory of God. May the Lord
enable us during this coming week so to live, so to speak, that men
and women may see in us some reflection of the glory which belongs
to the Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
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Missionary Panorama
India

'I'm ready to do coolie work in the fields so that my husband
can go to Bible School.' The speaker, a mother of two small
children, was so certain of the Lord's call to Mark that she was
prepared for every hardship. Any church would be proud of such
members. Mark, however, is not the only one from that congrega
tion in Pollepalli who is in Bible School. Two other young men are
there also. Three members preparing themselves for the Lord's
service; sent by a church which is numerically small, whose congre
gation is made up of very poor and largely illiterate village believers;
a church which at present has no pastor.

In the midst of much that could discourage in India today, such
cannot but draw out our hearts in praise to God, and cause us to
thrill again at the words of our sovereign Lord, 'I will build my
church'. As missionary help diminishes, it seems that the Lord is
strengthening the national churches and raising up under-shepherds
to feed the flock and go out after the lost. Present legislation has
virtualIy closed the door to any new missionaries entering India.
Those at present in the land have a residential permit, generally
valid for twelve months, and in most cases they will be allowed to
return after a normal furlough. Those who cannot continue are not
able to be replaced, thus the number of missionaries in India is
continually decreasing. For those who do remain there are constant
pressures. Hinduism and Islam, the dominant religions of India, are
revealing new and militant attitudes towards Christians. Early this
year the State Government of Orissa approved a law which could
commit missionaries' to prison for a year if convicted of converting
untouchabies, minors or women. Such a sentence could be doubled
if it were proved that 'force, fraud or exploitation of poverty' were
used to gain converts. If such legislation were passed by the Central
Government, other States would no doubt soon introduce similar
laws.

These sorts 6f pressures and others from reformed and vocal
groups weigh heavily on the Christian churches, but God is raising
up humble men with spiritual gifts suited for the hour. An ever
increasing stress by pastors and missionaries is focused on building
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up the churches. In addition to the usual ministry, many short-term
Bible schools are being held for Christian leaders as well as Con
ferences for larger groups. Bible correspondence courses are of
great value, especially to those who are isolated or not able to avail
themselves of these other ministries. As a result of teaching, local
believers are seeing their responsibility to evangelise. Preaching
groups are coming into being, whilst others are witnessing through
Scripture distribution and home visitation. Much of this is un
spectacular. But it is church-based and in the context of the local
assembly. It is not mission-sponsored, and for this we thank God.
There is still much work for missionaries and we trust that they may
be allowed to remain in India, but let us increasingly pray that God
will do in many, many churches what He has done in the small, poor
congregation at Pollepalli, in the famine-stricken Teluga area of
South India.

The Arab Woman
It was in a desert oasis that I first saw her. The temperature was

somewhat above 110 deg. F. (our thermometer only registered as
high as 110 deg. F., and then it had broken). The dust and sand of
the desert clung to her clothes-a long black dress; dull, ankle
length pantaloons; and a black head-cloak trailing to the ground and
covering her completely when pulled around her.

Then there was the pitiable sign of the smallness of her world
the black mask which covered her face and left only her eyes and
chin visible. This was to protect her from being seen by any but her
husband-a husband who holds his wife as little more than a chattel
and can discard her at his whim or fancy; who by the law of Islam
can have four wives at once.

Her hair, made stiff with camel dung, was combed in an elaborate
hair-do. Her mask and clothes, purplish-black, stained her skin
purple with their dye; and the palms of her hands, painted with
'henna', were a dark red. Imagine, if you can, this dear soul sick ,
with fever, perspiration running down her face, the dung and dye •
mingling with it.

This is the way a Bedouin Arab woman looks, but what of her
living conditions? She subsists on so little and lives a wandering
life. Her home is but a low tent made of goat's or camel's hair,
stretched out over a few short sticks. It is little more than a shelter
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from the sun-indeed, hardly that when you consider the blazing
sun of the desert. The confines of her tent speak of the confines of
her world. There is little communication between husband and wife.
She does not read. Her talk is mostly with those like herself, who
are also very limited in experience. Her mind has no opportunity to
stretch beyond the hardness and monotony of her daily existence.

The town-dwelling Arab woman presents a striking contrast to her
Bedouin sister. Her dress is long, with the same ankle-length panta
loons, but it is in layers of bright, vibrant colours. Some of the
material is gauzy, adding to the gaiety other looks. She wears neck
laces and earrings of gold. Her outer robe is black, as well as her
mask, and her hair is long, black and shiny. However, in spite of the
liveliness of her appearance, her world is little larger than that of her
desert sisteri Most of them are illiterate and live within their own
quarters, even in a palace. They know little of love, joys of family
life or happiness of heart. Their plight in marriage is the same as the
Bedouin woman. In many cases childbirth is accompanied by
excruciating pain because of primitive practices employed by local
midwives. Superstition and fear hold sway over them, evidenced by
such practices as branding their children to rid them of evil spirits.

These women move about in a society of their own. As they are
separated from their husbands by a great gulf, they find companion
ship in one another. About sundown one may see groups of women
and children walking gracefully across the sands, the evening breeze
lifting and tossing their long veils about. Their brightly coloured
underdresses may be seen against the dry, brown sand, producing
an almost enchanting spectacle of colour.

Yes, the world of the Gulf Arab woman is small. Her interest
scarcely rises above her home and family. What a privilege it is to
sit with such and tell them the wonderful truths of the Word of
God-to tell them the simple stories of the Bible. How we long to
bring to them the reality of a loving and caring God (even the
concept of love is hard for them to grasp). Oh, how I believe their
hearts will respond. Their deep hunger will be stirred, and the
chords of their hearts will vibrate with such a tender message as its
truth begins to penetrate.

But who will sit on the floor of their Barusti after the intense heat
of the day? Who will eat the proffered fruit covered with flies? Who
will be a 'mother in Israel' to this generation of Arab women in such
need of a Comforter, Friend and Saviour?
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Is It Worth It?

1I

1I

'Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you' (John 15 : 16).
Is it worth it? This was the question that was asked many times

during my furlough two years ago and my summer-leave last year.
Surely going off to the mission field and being a missionary, with all
that it involves, was not worth the giving up of home, loved ones,
friends, a good position, a beautiful country and the comforts of
congenial working and living conditions? I am sure this same ques
tion has been asked many times of other missionaries, but I would
like to give my testimony as to why it is worth it.

There is no greater privilege than to know that one has been
chosen by the Lord to be His ambassador to some of the millions of
Muslim people. Many of them only know of the Lord Jesus Christ
as a great prophet; thousands of the tribal people have never even
heard His Name let alone that He is the Saviour of the world, the
eternal Son of God. When I came to the mission field I was told
that one-seventh of the world's population was Muslim and by now
I am sure that the percentage is even higher. Because these people
are faithful in their adherence to the teachings of Mohammed and
to the performance of the many rituals of Islam, it is not easy to
convince them that Jesus is the Son of God. For this reason work
among Muslim people is very difficult, if not one of the most difficult
spheres of missionary work. But God has promised that His Word
will not return unto Him void, that it is powerful and sharper than
any two-edged sword. By His Spirit He is able to convict and
convince men that Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and that
no man can come to the Father but by the Lord Jesus Christ. Today,
God is working in the hearts of Muslims.

In coming to a new country, to a different climate and to strange
and sometimes repulsive customs, it is a thrilling experience to prove
God's promises and His enabling grace. Every missionary will, I am
sure, confess to the frustrations experienced in learning a new
language. I was no exception! I knew that Arabic was considered
difficult, the fact that it is considered to be possibly the second most
difficult language in the world had not penetrated my thinking until
the art of learning it was put to the full test. Then it was that not
only was I convinced, but my teachers at the American University
in Cairo were also fully convinced that there was ONE missionary
who would NOT make the grade! I remember my faithful and
charming Muslim Sheikh shaking hands with each pupil at the end
of their class. The pupil was required to give the Arabic equivalent
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of 'thankyou' and 'goodbye, may peace be with you' and pass on to
the next class. However, 'yours truly' couldn't even say that much
in Arabic and was left holding the Sheikh's hand until another
studentcame to the rescue! Very embarrassing indeed! It did seem
a hopeless case.

But, 'with God all things are possible', and it has been a wonder
ful experience to prove Him and see how He has enabled even this
person to grasp sufficient Arabic to allow her to stay on the field.
I am sure that only those who have suffered the agonies of language
study can enter into the real joy of being able to 'hold forth the
Word of Life' to people who have never before heard the message.
We know that there is great rejoicing in heaven when a soul is
brought into the Kingdom of God, and if that joy is anything to be
compared with the joy of being an instrument used to bring this
miracle about, it must be wonderful!

'Come. come ... sit down and tell us the Word of God.' These
were the words spoken to one of our missionaries by a group of
Muslim tribal folk who are living near us in Haicota. They did not
ask for food, although they have very little, nor did they ask for
clothing or medicine. They asked for God's Word to be given to
them. What joy it brought to the heart of that missionary to tell
them of Jesus! How eagerly they listened to the stories. When the
missionary was about to leave they went and brought an egg to give
to her. She thanked them and then they went and got another! She
felt embarrassed because these people have had their homes burnt,
lost their grain and in some cases their relatives. and their need is
very great. They were hurt, however, when she tried to refuse and
went and brought the chicken, saying, 'Here is the chicken which
laid the egg ... please take it home. and thank you so much'. What
lessons in courtesy and generosity they teach us! They beg us to go
back and tell them more and we long to be able to go, but we need
more helpers or we need more hours in the day to enable us to do
more evangelistic work.

I look forward every week to Sunday School. Each Sunday
morning the children come to meet us and to carry our books and
Sunday School equipment. It is held in a Muslim home and com
pound-the home of a dear Muslim woman for whom we have been
praying for long. She has a family of eight who form a splendid
nucleus. The children love the Bible stories and listen well. and
oftentimes tell back the story to us. Quietly they bow their heads in
prayer as we thank our Heavenly Father for His Word and for the
Lord Jesus and then they thank us for coming. Back home to the
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hospital we go escorted by the children, many of them slipping their
wee hands into ours and asking more questions.

A recent highlight was a Sunday School outing to the River Gash.
How they enjoyed every minute of it! It was twenty-two still excited,
happy children who were driven back home in the land-rover singing
their favourite chorus-'Yes, Jesus loves me'. Is it worth it? The
thrill and joy the Lord gives us in sharing in this ministry is beyond
words!

I have found missionary life adventurous, exciting, with never a
dull moment and of tremendous educational value. I never cease to
be amazed that the Lord gives a real love for the country-a country
so different from the homeland and yet with a beauty all its own.
He also gives a love for the people, though at first sight they can

, appear so unlovable. Once you get to know them, to speak with
them and understand something of their lives, a real bond of love is
forged that seems to draw us even closer to them than to our own
blood relations. Please do not misunderstand me in this, but I know
not how else to describe it!

I came out to the mission field thinking to work among mothers
and babies for I had been trained for Baby Welfare work. However,
due to lack of trained nurses, I have had the privilege of working in
several of our clinics with doctors and nurses. I have also, on occa
sions, switched my profession to teaching in two of our schools!
This I enjoyed greatly. For another period I was happy in being
matron at our school for missionaries' children in Asmara. My
education, however, has greatly improved for these past few months
here in Haicota, where I have had to help with the driving of the
land-rovers and other mechanical jobs-ambulance driving, trans
port of nurses, water and supply carrying, and learning the art of
managing an outboard motor which operates the water pump to
raise the water. Variety? Ah, yes, and through it all I have learned
patience ... ! So often dear old Sir Lancelot (our oldest land-rover)
has refused to go. Learning to crank it nearly sent me into orbit
time and again, not to mention Sir Lancelot! Every year we think it
will be his last but he still struggles on though the horn will never
sound when you need it, there are no lights, the gear shift flops all
over the place, dust pours up through the floor-boards, the body
shakes as if it has Parkinson's disease, and it rides as if it is on ice!

No, I cannot say that missionary life is easy. The heat, language
problems, readjustments to climate, country and people, not to
mention one's fellow missionaries, can all be frustrating. But I can
say that the grace of the Lord is sufficient and that in our weakness
we are made strong. The love, the joy and the peace that He gives
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to His servants passes all understanding and I know that the world
can never give it, nor can it take it away from us.

Pakistan
Christianity and Islam are mutually incompatible. Every true

man of the Prophet believes Islam has the final revelation, a revela
tion which disallows the divine Sonship of Jesus Christ. Every true
follower of the Lord Jesus Christ attests full faith in His deity and
acknowledges Him the eternal Son of God, the only Saviour. On
the social level Christians and Muslims may enjoy friendship and
mutual respect. On the spiritual level they must remain incom
patible. In bigoted Muslims this incompatibility breeds antagonism,
in weak Christians, fear.

In the Islamic republic of Pakistan, small islands of 'Christian'
congregations dot the sea of Islam. When waves of persecution and
pressure beat against them, some are swallowed up and lost to the
course of Christ. Some retain their faith, almost with apologies.
Others strengthen their defences, build up their strongholds of faith
and let their lights shine.

The Church of Jesus Christ functions in this tense hostile
atmosphere. Where there is real spiritual life, the animosity without
tends to strengthen the fellowship within. Christian families cluster
together in one section of a town or village. Noisy observance of
Christmas, Easter and conventions tends to serve as morale boosters.
This is the Church's defence mechanism, the strengthening of strong
holds to withstand.

Christians with a strong personal faith don't stop here. One of
our sixteen-year-old girls has told me of remarkable opportunities
to witness to fellow schoolgirls and even to the headmistress. Her
father, a shopkeeper, reads Christian literature when business is
slack and keeps a supply of Gospels and suitable tracts for curious
customers. His witness to neighbouring shopkeepers has given them
a new insight into the value of clean thinking and speaking. The
Christian midwife who works for a private doctor also reads the
Word, or other Christian books, in off moments. Often the next
patient who comes takes the book home with her. I have replaced
several of Rosie's books this way.

Last November four Pastors and two bookroom workers planned
and undertook an evangelistic tour. They cycled some sixty miles
north along the main Karachi/Lahore road which runs through our
area, distributing tracts and selling Gospels as they went. Receptions
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varied. Some received the Word appreciatively. Others raged.
Gospels were purchased, then torn to shreds and scattered to the
four winds. One man bought four Gospels and, mocking, set them
ablaze. An irate maulvi (Muslim priest) fumed at the law that per
mits freedom of religion. If he had his way the Christian preachers
would never have entered that town. The Lord's servants were
cursed and blessed, scorned and praised, but they returned rejoicing
and on the way planned their next outreach!

What of the missionary in this atmosphere? The marvel is that he,
too, has freedom to propagate his religion in this Islamic republic.
There are no official or lawful hindrances to missionary activity, but
the missionary is suspect. There is a group within the governing
body whose chief aim seems to be the introduction of some kind of
amendment which would oust missionaries. Articles denouncing
missionary activities appear from time to time in the press. Most of
these articles are either wholly untrue or grossly exaggerated. But
for all the efforts of bigoted maulvis and zealous reformists, Pakistan
is still a wide open door of opportunity for missionaries from Com
monwealth countries. NO VISA is required. A valid passport is
sufficient, thus far.

We have seen there is an open, if somewhat unfriendly door for
Muslim evangelism. Here and there souls are coming out of Islam's
bondage into the liberty of Christ. Conversion is costly, both for the
convert and for the missionary. The convert will certainly be perse
cuted, may even lose his life. The missionary may suffer only
tension. But tension over a long period of time is wearing. There is
scope, too, for evangelistic opportunity amongst the Marwaris, a
tribal nomadic group of Hindu background. who are scattered in
little communities throughout West Pakistan. Several have come to
Christ, many more are counting the cost. One from our area is
doing Bible training at present and hopes to use the knowledge
gained to minister to his own people.

Along with these evangelistic outreaches to non-Christians, we
have almost unlimited opportunities within the Church. Some of us
feel this opportunity to be the most urgent. Hampered by illiteracy, •
poverty and lack of leadership, the Church is struggling to her feet.
The missionary's privilege is to lend a helping hand. Adult literacy,
Bible teaching, children's work, training of leaders, all offer vital
and fruitful avenues of service, God the Holy Spirit has been moving
in various places in Pakistan. In our area there has been such a
work. Nominal Christians have been born again, believers have
been charged with the dynamic of the Holy Spirit. Pastors, not
highly educated, are crying out for help to lead and teach their
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people. Some of us have known something of this privilege and the
deep satisfaction of seeing men and women grow in the knowledge
of Christ and the Word.

Pakistan needs missionaries urgently-missionaries small enough
in their own estimation to work with (not over) national Pastors,
sometimes far less educated than ourselves, but charged with a zeal
and fearlessness that shames us; missionaries wise enough to walk
and talk circumspectly in a hostile environment; men and women
brave enough to raise the Cross in the land of the Crescent. Who
dares?

FOOTNOTE
These items are reprinted by kind permission of the following:

International Christian Fellowship, 73 Mildmay Park, London,
N.1 (India, by W. H. Cherry; Pakistan, by Grace Dixon).

World Wide Evangelization Crusade, Bulstrode, Gerrards
Cross, Bucks. (The Arab Woman, by Joann Young).

Middle East General Mission, 137 Upper Grosvenor Road,
Tunbridge'WelIs (Is it worth it? by Marnie Rumsey).

A missionary is one sent by Jesus Christ as He was sent by God.
The great dominant note is not the needs of men, but the command
of Jesus. The source of our inspiration in work for God is behind,
not before. The tendency today is to put the inspiration ahead, to
sweep everything in front of us and bring it all out to our conception
of success. In the New Testament the inspiration is put behind us,
the Lord Jesus. The ideal is to be true to Him, to carry out His
enterprises.

Personal attachment to the Lord Jesus and His point of view is the
one thing that must not be overlooked. In missionary enterprise the
great danger is that God's call is effaced by the needs of the people
until human sympathy absolutely overwhelms the meaning of being
sent by Jesus. The needs are so enormous, the conditions so
perplexing, that every power of mind falters and fails. We forget
that the one great reason underneath all missionary enterprise is not
first the elevation of the people, nor the education of the people, nor
their needs; but first and foremost the command of Jesus Christ
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations.-OSWALD CHAMBERS.
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Doctrinal Definitions
THE TRANSFIGURAnON OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

P. TUCKER

Our Lord's Transfiguration is referred to expressly in detail by
three of the Evangelists, Matthew, Mark and Luke. John, who was
himself upon the Mount of Transfiguration, does not give a detailed
account, but there is a reference to the occasion in John I : 14.
Peter was so impressed with what happened on the Mount that he
takes it up in 2 Peter 1 : 16-18. The Apostle Paul was not present
nor did he know anything directly concerning the Transfiguration,
because he was converted after the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,
and yet there are two places in his writings where we have a hint of
Paul's thinking concerning the Transfiguration. In Rom. 12 : 1, the
word 'transformed' is exactly the same as 'transfigured' in Matthew
and Mark. The fact that Paul takes up the same word that is
applied to the Transfiguration of our Lord suggests that he was well
acquainted with that event and that he had certain practical teaching
to draw from it. Again in writing to the Corinthians he uses the same
verb, 2 Cor. 3 : 18-'are changed (transfigured) from glory to glory'.
Bringing together this material, we can see how largely the event of
the Transfiguration looms in the New Testament, and that suggests
to us something of its importance. Now the Transfiguration marks
a crisis in the life of the Lord Jesus Christ. It marks the end of His
public ministry throughout Galilee and Judea and Samaria, and we
find that from now on the Lord sets His face steadfastly to go to
Jerusalem, anticipating His betrayal and trial, His death and His
resurrection. Luke 9 : 51.
1. THE TIME AND SETTING OF OUR LoRD'S TRANSFIGURATION.

The time element is brought out by each of the evangelists. Matt.
17 : 1; Mark 9 : 2; Luke 9 : 28. Matthew and Mark refer to six
days; Luke speaks of eight days. There is no discrepancy here at all. •
It is probable that Matthew and Mark were speaking of the six days
interval between Caesarea Philippi and the day of Transfiguration,
whereas Luke includes, in all probability, both these days, because
the Transfiguration took place at night, at the end of the day. Luke
proceeds in v. 28, 'it came to pass after these sayings'. What were
these sayings? In order to get an answer to that we must turn back
to Matt. 16. Here we have three sayings. We have the saying of
Peter at Caesarea Philippi, vv. 13, 15. As a result of Divine illumina·
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tion we have a confession of Jesus as Messiah. Then we have the
teaching of the Lord Jesus concerning His death and resurrection,
v. 21. This resulted in Peter's objection. The Lord rebuked Peter
and went on to speak of the terms of discipleship. Then the final
great saying, v. 28. The setting of the Transfiguration was after
these sayings. The Transfiguration was a confirmation of all the
teaching at Caesarea Philippi. Peter had said, 'Thou art the Son of
the Living God'. God ratifies that confession from Heaven, 'This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased'. Peter had objected to
any idea that the Lord should go up to Jerusalem to die, but now
he finds two celestial visitors, coming from Glory to speak with the
Lord, about His decease. There was at least a partial fulfilment of
Matt. 16 : 28 in the Transfiguration. When Peter, James and John
went up to the mountain, at least they saw a foreshadowing of the
coming of the Kingdom of the Son of Man. The Lord was there in
His Glory, and the old dispensation as represented by Moses and
Elijah was passing away. Here was the inauguration of the
Messianic age. Here was a Kingdom that was not to be a material
kingdom, but one that would be established by means of a Cross,
and a Resurrection.
H. THE WITNESSES THAT WERE TO BE SELECTED TO BE PRESENT AT

THE TRANSFIGURATION.

Peter, James and John were selected to witness what took place
on the Mount of Transfiguration. There were nine other disciples,
but they did not go to the Mount. They remained in the valley, and
were pretty impotent, because a man came with a demon-possessed
son, and they were unable to help him. These three were selected
because they were as near to a sympathetic understanding of the
Lord Jesus as any of the disciples. They had spiritual perception
Peter had already revealed it in his great confession. Think, for
example, of some of the others. Our Lord had to rebuke Philip, who
said 'Show us the Father, and it sufficeth us'. Our Lord said, 'Have
I been so long time with you and yet hast thou not known me,
Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the Father'. There was
that failure to apprehend. You know how melancholy Thomas was
inclined to be. 'Lord, we know not whether Thou goest; and how
can we know the way?' And what if Judas had been allowed to go
to the Mount of Transfiguration? Would he not have wanted to
take his money-bag with him? Would he not have been more
interested in the money in the bag than in the Glory of the Son of
God? Here is a practical word for us. The Lord has many
disciples, but there are those who have a deeper understanding of
Him, and a closer affinity with Him than others. There are those



326 The Gaspel Magazine

who ascend the Mount of communion and fellowship, and there.are
those who stay earthbound in the valley, powerless and impotent.
Dr. Campbell Morgan suggests that part of the solution of these
three being taken to the Mount is found in the fact that upon three
occasions these men are intimately associated with Jesus in the
presence of death. When Jairus's daughter passed away, everyone
was put out, but then Jesus took with Him into that chamber of
death Peter, James and John. When Jesus, the same night as He was
betrayed. went into the Garden of Gethsemane, He left the other
disciples on the periphery, but He took three of them nearer to
Him than the rest, Peter, James and John. And they were in the
presence of death, because there, in the Garden, the shadows of the
Cross gathered around the Lord Jesus, and He was talking about
the cup that could not pass from Him; the cup that was the Father's
Will. Here, on the Mount of Transfiguration, they were in the
presence of death, because Moses and Elijah were talking of the
decease that should be accomplished at Jerusalem. In the home of
Jairus, Jesus is seen as the Master of death, conquering death, and
raising that little girl. On the Mount of Transfiguration He is seen
as superior to death. He is seen in His transfigured condition,
talking about the death that He was going to accomplish, a triumph
that He was going to express and experience. In the Garden of
Gethsemane, the Lord of glory was willingly submitting and sur
rendering Himself to death.

Peter was afraid of our Lord's death. He was cowardly in the face
of death. James and John had almost a blind courage in the face
of death. They wanted a position of pre-eminence, they came with
their request to Jesus, 'Grant that we may sit the one on Thy right
hand and the other on Thy left hand in Thy Kingdom'. The Lord
said. 'Can you drink the cup that I drink, can you be baptised with
the baptism wherewith I shall be baptised?' He was speaking of the
Cross, and they said, 'We can, we are able'. Perhaps they did not
realise the full implications of that. So these men, one who had a
rather cowardly attitude to death, and two who had almost a blind
courage in relation lo death, find themselves in the home of Jairus,
on the Mount of Transfiguration, in the Garden of Gethsemane, and
they are learning lessons concerning death, and their relation to
death in respect of their relation to Christ.
Ill. IN WHAT DID OUR LoRD'S TRANSFIGURATION CONSIST?

Each writer tells us something important about our Lord's Trans
figuration. Matt. 17 : 2. Matthew describes the transformation that
passed over Jesus, as one of radiance, one of light. Mark speaks of
the change that came over our Lord as one of snow (Mark 9 : 3).
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No cleaner could make the garments as white as were the garments
of Jesus. Luke tells us that the change our Lord underwent was
rather like lightning in its flashing. Luke 9 : 29. 'The fashion of His
countenance was altered.' That is a great statement by Luke. It
means His whole appearance was completely altered, retaining its
original identity, and yet completely charged. The word 'glistering'
is translated, R.V., 'dazzling', the word from which we get our word
'lightning'. It was not the shining of the sun upon Jesus because the
Transfiguration took place at night, in the hours of darkness. It was
not that He was so in the presence of God as to reflect on His
countenance the Glory of God. The Transfiguration of the Lord
Jesus was something more than that. It was an outshining of His
essential Personal Being. It was an outshining of His Deity. The
Lord Jesus during His earthly ministry, though God manifest in the
flesh, usually veiled His Glory. He was seen as 'a man of sorrows',
with a furrowed brow, acquainted with grief. He was looked upon
by most as a Man and nothing more than a Man. Here was one of
the rare occasions in our Lord's earthly ministry when the veil was
drawn aside, and there on the Mount of God was an outshining of
His essential nature, His essential Deity. It was the Glory of God
revealed in Him who is the Everlasting Son of the Father. He was
revealed to the three disciples in a way that they had not seen Him
before. He was revealed in a way that men will see Him when He
comes as 'the Great God and Saviour Jesus Christ'. 'When He
comes to be glorified in the saints and to be admired in all them
that believe.' No wonder Peter says, 'We were eye-witnesses of His
Majesty'; yes, His Majesty; His Majesty the King, the King of kings.
Peter was over-awed, and though it happened many years before, he
could never forget it. He says we have not followed cunningly
devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus.

(To be continued)
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BOOK RE.VIE.WS
'THE GREAT LIGHT.' LUTHER AND THE REFORMA

TION. James Atkinson, Paternoster Church History, Vo!' IV.
287 pp. 25/-.

• This is history written with warm sympathy for the protagonists
and with a purpose, to help the reader to understand the differences
in spite of Vatican 11. Half of the book is about Luther, the con
servative reformer. 'He innovated nothing, but renovated every·
thing.' His painful discovery of the true meaning of the phrase 'the
righteousness of God' is well described. He felt himself 'absolutely
born again'. Luther had an 'unyielding and uncompromising faith
in the Bible. He wanted every man to look again with fresh eyes at
God's work for man as recorded in the Bible'.

Hence the world of Luther's theology is rich and satisfying. The
ecclesia reformata is always the ecclesia reformanda-the reformed
church is always the church in need of reformation-the Bible being
the yardstick. A man cannot do good till he is good. No wonder
Luther was right, for he was obliged to lecture on the Bible
Romans, Hebrews, Galatians and the Psalms, amongst other books.
'Every word of the Bible,' he said, 'peals forth the name of Christ.'
The gospel according to Romans destroys any and all righteousness
of man. The only thing that resists this idea of justification is the
pride of the human heart, proud through unbelief. This is, com
ments Prof. Atkinson, no 'do-it-yourself' religion.

Chapter 3 includes a helpful sketch of the history of penances.
Luther's famous theses are dealt with, though is it too much to ask
that they should be printed in full, perhaps in an appendix?

Luther is the sort of writer who could fill up the 'quotable quotes'
page in any magazine: 'Grace is given to heal the sick, not to
decorate spiritual heroes.' 'He handles scripture like a sow going at
a sack of oats.' 'If my cause is lost, the shame is God's.'

Is page 117 correct when it reads 'The left horn of Moses'? •
The two chapters on Zwingli, the humanist reformer, are valuable,

for he is not so well known as Luther. Influenced by Erasmus' and
Augustine's Commentary on St. John, he became an expository
preacher and carried the Reformation forward in Zurich by consent.
The city council was impressed by his strong common sense. Idols
and abuses were removed quietly. We are left with the tantalising
thought: What would he have accomplished if he had not been
killed in battle before he was fifty?
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Two chapters suffice for Calvin, his life and struggles and a useful
summary of his theology. The headings are: The Transcendence of
God, Providence, Christ, the Law, the Two Testaments, Redemp
tion, Justification by Faith (though it is not faith that justifies, but
Christ), Predestination (distinguished from foreknowledge), the Last
Things, the Eternal Means (of Grace), i.e. the Church. In fact,
Atkinson gives us a potted Institutio and does the job well. There
are sections also on Sacraments and the Secular Government. In
these chapters, too, we meet the red-headed firebrand from Gap--
William Farel, surely one of the most extraordinary men the church
has produced.

On the Reformation in England we are given a blow-by-blow
commentary, starting with the 'sordid and sad' events of Henry's
reign, who put himself at the head of the church without changing
its doctrine. The Six Articles of 1539 maintained trans-substantia
tion, communion in one kind, celibacy of the clergy, monastic vows,
private masses and auricular confession.

Only in Edward's time was there real acceleration. Cranmer's
Homilies were published (still worth reading in the 20th century),
Erasmus' scripture paraphrases were put into churches, the Bible
had to be taught. The various Prayer Books of the reign simplified
the worship. basing it on scripture and primitive usage. Cranmer
sought not for geographical catholicity but continuity with the
church and the Word from apostolic days. The Roman church had
lost its catholicity in this sense. Forty-two articles were also pub
lished, in part against the Anabaptists.

Then came Mary and back to square one. Laws against Roman
jurisdiction were repealed. Many Protestants fled; those who stayed
paid dearly for it. Is Master Ridley's candle going out nowadays?
Cranmer won immortality by his famous last moments at the stake.

In an interesting chapter on Scotland, the author goes back to
Lollardy (James Reseby and the Hussite, Paul Craw, both burnt for
heresy). Patrick Hamilton, a Lutheran, was the first Scots martyr
(1528), then Georgc Wishart (1546), who was attended by one John
Knox holding a two-edged sword. Knox, reluctant preacher, captive
of the French, galley slave, (almost) English bishop, adviser to
Cranmer, visitor to Geneva and Zurich, author of the infamous
First Blast, opponents of Mary-it's all there, and more also. Scot
land saved the day for England-'Elizabeth's crown and Parker's
mitre depended on the victory of Knox in Scotland'.

Back to England, we sense the hatred of Rome engendered by the
Smithfield martyrdoms. Then the Counter Reformation (10,220
burned in Spain in 18 years), the aggression and plottings of the
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Jesuits, the infamous Bull of 1570 releasing English Catholics from
loyalty to the crown, lead to the plots and near invasion at the time
of the Armada.

The compromise solution (or balanced solution, whichever way
one prefers) is well explained and the growing Puritan attack on it.
Anglicanism, the (uneasy?) unification of Protestant and Catholic
under Scripture, Catholic tradition and sound reason, with a single
prayer book and balanced articles, is a significant historical achieve
ment. One of many of Prof. Atkinson's thought-provoking reflec-
tions! Good value and good reading. R. N. CASWELL.

Contributors this month:

Rev. T. Aldridge, Trafalgar Street Church, Hull.

Rev. E. W. Bacon, Emmanuel Church, Great Malvern.

Dr. R. N. Caswell, Coleraine Academical Institution, Co.
Londonderry.

Rev. P. Tucker, East London Tabernacle.
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eo.1t'te6l'o.ndence
Dear Sir,-Recent articles have tended to stress the negative and

to direct emphasis to Where Calvinists Differ: But is it not signifi
cant that the points of difference enumerated are invariably involved
in secondary considerations, in signs and shadows rather than in
substance?

Circumcision in the O.T. was an outward and visible sign only,
and as such had its limitations, for example in the exclusion of
women. Similarly Baptism in the N.T., however administered, can
only be admitted as an outward sign of an inward and spiritual
grace. It may be argued that these outward signs are necessary to
establish the doctrine of the visible Church, but this seems to merely
beg the question, for 'all are not Israel which are of Israel'. The
points of difference are to be found in over-emphasis of the emblems,
which are but shadows of the real.

But surely every Calvinist will agree that true unity is found only
in the spiritual realm, circumcision is of the heart, not in the flesh;
baptism is of the Holy Ghost, not of water. The suggestion of a
'united evangelical church composed of both Paedobaptists and
Baptists' should not arise, the method of baptism whether by immer
sion or application loses its significance; the true Church is one for
ever united in Christ Jesus.

Joseph Irons, commenting on Romans 6: 3-6, gives a trenchant
warning against 'insulting the Holy Ghost by placing more import
ance upon one's own doings than upon His. Neither sprinkling nor
dipping will make Christians, although administered by priestly
hands or non-conforming functionaries. The Holy Ghost alone can
regenerate fallen creatures. If these emblems were rightly under"
stood and the eternal verities to which they point personally
possessed, we should hear no more of water-made Christians by
font or pool, nor of excommunication for want of either; but the
work of the Holy Spirit in the soul would be the ONLY acknow
ledged standard of Christianity'. (Priscilla. pp. 81·3, cf J. Irons, The
True Church of God.)

This accords with the findings of John Owen and the dissentient
brethren in formulating the Savoy Declaration, 1658.

Yours sincerely,

C. BURBRIDGE.

,I



332 The Gaspel Magazine

Young People's Page
The Old Bellringer

It was Christmas Eve, and Claude, the old bellringer of the little
German town, had just roused himself from his after-dinner nap.
The great Bible lay open before him; he was pondering on some
verses in Philippians four-'Rejoice in the Lord alway ... Be careful
for nothing ... The peace of God shall keep your hearts and minds'.
But the lovely words did not bring their usual comfort. The old
man had been thinking of old days, when three merry lads had been
in and out of the cottage all day, and eagerly accompanying him to
the belfry. But pressing cares were on his mind about each of the
three today. The first was Christian, his own son, a boy who brought
joy and satisfaction to his parents. Many years ago, after finishing
his apprenticeship to a cabinet-maker, Christian took his trade
abroad, visiting many foreign countries. Frequent letters, full of
affection for his family, showed plainly that the young man had been
kept in the aid paths, and was still growing in grace. But the last
news was many months ago, on the way to America. What had
happened? Was the boy alive or dead? No wonder the father's
heart was oppressed.

But today there was trouble, too, about John and Gottlieb. That
morning the churchwarden had called with the bellringer's money
a small amount, enough to pay the rent of the old cottage. He told
Claude, with some hesitation, that it had been decided to appoint
another bellringer in the New Year, since it was' felt that the work
was now too much.

It was a bitter blow to the old man. His bellringing was the joy
of his heart, expressing all his praise and adoration for his Saviour.
And now he must cease. He would miss the money, too; but the
worst piece of news was that it was John who had supplanted him!

Claude had scarcely taken in this information, when the church
warden went on to ask him if he had found a new cottage yet?
Astonished, the bellringer said he had no intention of moving from
the house which had been his home all his life. 'Oh!' said the man,
'then perhaps the report I heard can't be true, for surely Gottlieb
would have told you! It is he who owns this cottage, isn't it? I
heard that next spring he means to pull it down, and build another! '

The old man was left dumbfounded. 'So in myoId age,' he
thought, 'I am to be turned from my office, and from my home as
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well!' No wonder his thoughts flew to the absent son, on whom he
had hoped to depend. Christian far away, perhaps dead; John
intending to take from him his beloved bellringing; Gottlieb plan
ning to turn him out of his home!

Stunned by such blows, the old man remained silent for some time
after the visitor had gone. Anna, his daughter, not knowing what
had happened, watched her father anxiously. When he looked up
from the big Bible that afternoon, she put down her sewing to ask
him if there was anything the matter. 'Yes, my dear,' said Claude
heavily, 'there is much the matter; my office is to be taken from me,
and we are to be driven from this house!' 'Father!' cried Anna,
'who could do such wicked things to you?' 'John has done one,'
replied the bellringer, 'and Gottlieb the other! '

Now the story came out, relieving Claude as soon as he began to
tell it to Anna. The girl was overcome with grief, and the two wept
together. But Claude began to try to comfort his daughter, and as
he tried to bring her consolation from the Word of God, it was
wonderful how his burden began to lighten. 'Anna!' he said at last,
'this must not spoil our Christmas joy; the Lord is gracious and full
of compassion-He will not fail us! '

So saying, the beIIringer got up to put on his thick coat, taking the
gloves that Anna handed to him. The special Christmas peal must
be rung at once, and he set off for the church. He left Anna sad and
wondering; John's conduct did not so much surprise her, but Gott
lieb? She remembered shyly the things he had been saying to her
of late!

Meanwhile the old man made his way to the church, greeted on
all sides by the villagers, little children running up to get a smile
from him. As he climbed the steps to the belfry, his heart felt quite
light. Beginning the first peal, he thanked God for his Saviour's
wondrous birth, and prayed for a Christmas blessing on all who
heard the bells. Then as he rested a while, he prayed for the pastor
and for all the parish. The second peal rang out joyfully; then as
Claude rested again, he prayed with all his heart for the three lads
he had known so well-for Christian, that he might be restored to
his home; for John and Gottlieb, whom he loved so well, that God
would forgive any unjust plans of theirs. Then the third and last
peal rang out merrily; and Claude went quietly home.

Three men heard the bells, as each approached the village by a
different road. John was nearly home; at the sound of the weIl
known bells, his conscience suddenly smote him; he could have wept
to think how he had plotted to take the old man's place. He
quickened his pace, turning towards the bellringer's cottage.
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The second man was Gottlieb; none but happy, peaceful thoughts
were stirred in him by the bells. 'I won't wait another minute! ' he
thought; 'I'll tell them this very night! '

And the third man? It was Christian, travel-stained and weary,
full of anxiety as to what he should find at home. At the sound of
the bells, his heart leapt for joy. 'That's my father! ' he thought,
'that's his way of ringing-he is still alive! ' and he hurried on.

Claude and Anna were sitting peacefully in the lamp-lit room
when John walked in. The old man was startled, but John instantly
burst out with words of sorrow and penitence, asking Claude's for
giveness for having tried to displace him. 'I'm going straight to the
churchwarden now,' he said.

On the threshold he met Gottlieb, who came in cheerfully with a
joyful Christmas greeting. 'Father Claude,' said he, 'I have made up
my mind to pull down this old cottage, and put a new one in its
place.' 'Gottlieb,' said Claude, 'I have heard of your plan; it will be
a great grief to us to leave our home, but--' 'Stop, Father
Claude, I haven't finished yet. I want you to come to my house, and
to bring Anna-to be my wife! ' and he put out his hand to the
blushing Anna. With tears of joy, the old man got up to bless the
young couple. They were all rejoicing together, when once more the
door opened, and Christian walked in. 'Father dear! ' he cried in his
well-known voice.

Poor Claude was completely staggered by all these things. '0
Lord my God,' he cried, 'it is too much-1 am not worthy. All
three! For these I prayed, and Thou hast restored them all! Thy
Name be praised.'

It was long before these four happy people could regain their
composure. But at last they were able to gather round the table
more calmly. Before they parted for the night, the bellringer said,
'Children, let us read God's Word together, and hear the true
Christmas joy!' Again from the big Bible the old man read the
words of Paul, which he had pondered that afternoon. 'Rejoice in
the Lord alway ... Be careful for nothing ... and the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
th rough Christ Jesus.' DAMARIS.
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SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 171

The whole: Nehemiah's office in the king's service.

(All references are from Nehemiah)

I. In this month Nehemiah interviewed Hanani.

2. Nehemiah rebuked the nobles for exacting this from their
brethren.

3. From one 'of wood' Ezra read the Law.

4. His part in repairing the wall was done 'earnestly'.

5. Priest and scribe.

6. Keeper of the king's forest.

7. Shallum's office over 'the half part of Jerusalem'.
8. The month in which the wall was finished.

9. At the dedication of the wall, the children (as well as the wives)
did this.

SOLUTION OF No. 170

The whole: Possessions (Matt. 19: 22).

1. Potiphar (Gen. 39 : 5).

2. Olivet (Acts 1 : 12).

3. Sheba (I Kings 10 : 1).

4. Susanna (Luke 8 : 3).

5. Ekeziel (Ezek. 1 : 3).

6. Sardis (Rev. 3 : 1).

7. Solomon (II Sam. 12: 24).

8. Italy (Acts 18 : 2).

9. Og (Deut. 3 : 11).

10. Nicopolis (Titus 3 : 12).

11. Seth (Gen. 4 : 25).


