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.. MIGHTY IN THE SCRIPTURES."

.. And a certain few named Apollos, bom in Ale;1mndria, an
eloquent man, and mighty in the Scriptures, came to
Ephesus."-'AcTS xviii. 24.

ApPOLLOS is described here as a man who was .. mighty in the
Scriptures." He excelled in the knowledge of the Scriptures. The
Scriptures referred to are those of the Old Testament. How he came
to know them so well we are not told. When the people of Israel
had come to the end of their forty years' wandering in the wilderness,
Moses said to them, .. These words, which I command thee this
day shall be in thine heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently unto
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up" (Deut. vi. 6, 7). The words which Moses
commanded were .. the commandmenls, the statutes, and the judg~

ments," which the Lord their God commanded that they should be
taught. They were the words of God which form a part of the
Old Testament Scriptures. These words were to be laid up in the
hearts of the parents, especially the heart of the father. He was to
teach them diligently unto his children. He was to talk of them
when sitting in his house, when walking by the way, and when he
lay down to rest, and when he rose up in the morning. It was by
constantly recalling the Word of God that the parent, his sons and
his grandsons might be influenced to fear the Lord and to walk
in His ways, all the days of their lives. (Deut. vi. 1, 2.)

The responsibility of the parent to instruct his children in the Word
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of God is thus laid down. He might not be an expert teacher, but
he was to recall and to communicate to his family every day that
Word which would prove a lamp unto their feet and a light unto
their path. At the beginning of the day and at the end of the day;
when sitting in his house, and when walking by the way, the Word
of God was to be kept in mind. No news from Egypt, or from the
land of Canaan. or from other countries, was to crowd out the Word
of God.

It is possible that Apollos was thus taught the Word of God. We
know that Timothy had' a godly mother and a Godly grandmother,
and that from a child he had known the Holy Scriptures, which are
able to make wise unto salvation. through faith which is in Christ
Jesus.

As, however, Apollos was evidently one of the Lord's people he
had also been taught of God. He had come to Christ, but our
Lord says, .. No man can come to Me. except the Father which
hath sent me draw him," and He added, .. It is written in the
prophets. And they shall be all taught of God. Every man there
fore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto
Me" (John vi. 44. 45). Thus Apollos had learned of the Father.
The Father had opened his eyes to behold wondrous things in His
Word. This enabled him to be mighty in the knowledge of the
Scriptures and in the grasp of Scripture truth.

Taught by his parents and taught by God, he no
Scriptures. It was no bore to him to read them.
them, and they became unto him the joy and' the
heart.

This man came to Ephesus. He was a Jew, born in Alexandria.
Paul had paid a brief visit to Ephesus and had reasoned with the
Jews in the synagogue. They wanted him to tarry longer, but he
could not do so then. He left there at Ephesus, Aquila and Pris
cilla, who had had long experience of his ministry at Corinth, and
we find that they came in contact with Apollos.

The record of the visit of Apollos to Ephesus contains much
teaching which the members of the Lord's family will do well to
lay to heart.

1. First, he was zealous in maleing lenown Scripture truth.
Excelling as he did in the knowledge of Scripture, he was keen

in impartihg his knowledge to others. He was divinely instructed in
the way of the Lord Jesus, and being fervent in spirit, he spake
and taught diligently the things of the Lord Jesus. It is true that
his knowledge of these things was deficient, but he was zealous in
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making known these things as far as he knew them. There are many
ways in which the Lord's people to-day would do well to follow his
example. Godly parents need to make known to their children the
things of the Lord.

There are many who deny the truth of the Scriptures. They
regard them as being in many places mere fables. Those inspired
records from Genesis to Malachi, which our Lord and His Apostles
quoted as the inspired and infallible Word of God. are in many
cases treated by modem leaders in the professing Church as mere
myths. Both in the elementary and public schools, even though
lessons from the Bible may be given, there is no guarantee. in large
numbers of cases, that the old doctrine of the plenary inspiration of
Scripture will be taught. The great doctrines of the Fall of Adam.
of the substitutionary work of our Lord Jesus Christ, His resurrec
tion, ascension and second coming are now denied by many. Even
if no religious syllabus is ordered to be used, we cannot be sure
that Bible and Gospel truth will be taught from the Bible itself.
Godly parents, therefore. need to instruct their children themselves
in Scripture truth, and they need to beware of sending their children
to schools where the old evangelical and Protestant truths of Scrip
ture are rejected. We are living in very perilous times. The time
has come when many will not endure sound doctrine, and they shall
turn away their ears from the truth. and shall be turned unto
fables" (2 Tim. iv. 3. 4). Godly parents need themselves to realise
their personal responsibility to instruct their children in .. the things
of the Lord." One of the great dangers of the times is that of
relieving parents of their own responsibility. in regard both to the
temporal and spiritual bringing up of their children. All the Godly
need to be zealous in spreading the knowledge of the Scriptures to
their own .children. to the children in the Sunday Schools, and to
the heathen abroad. The command to preach the Gospel to every
creature is only another way of saying, preach the Word of the
Lord. The Apostle Peter says... The Word of the Lord endureth
for ever. And this is the Word which by the Gospel is preached
unto you" (1 Peter i. 25).

We would urge our readers to realise the awful apostasy from the
old truths which now so largely prevails, and in the view of this
solemn fact they need to give themselves more fully to the prayerful
study of the Scriptures. so that they may be fortified more fully
to instruct others and to stand fast against the tide of error which
IS fast coming in.

They need to get back to family prayer, family worship on the
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Lord's day where the old truths are taught; and to family reverence
for God's Name, His Word, and His Day. Early rising to these
ends is important. The homes of the Godly need to be regulated
according to the mind of God Himself. Let us not forget that
God is judging His people as well as the nations by this terrible
war. There is abundant room for repentance on the part of the elect
people of God.

2. Secondly, Apollos was accurate in making kn01llll Scripture
truth. The word .. diligently" might be translated .. accurately,
exactly." We need to get an accurate and an exact knowledge of
Scripture. .. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God." The
holy men who wrote the books of the Bible .. spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost." Every word of Scripture is pure,
because it is the Word of God. (See Prov. xxx. 5.) .. The words
of the Lord are pure words; as silver tried in a furnace of earth,
purified seven times" (Psalm xii. 6). God means what He says.
We must not trifle or be careless in quoting His Word. We need
to be accurate and exact, and we need to beware of ignoring the
context of a text, and thus making it to mean something which its
Divine Author did not intend. Of course, we need to compare
Scripture with Scripture, and as the Reformers said, we should not
.. expound one place of Scripture that it be repugnant to another."
Moses said, .. Ye shall not add unto the Word which I command
you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it" (Deut. iv. 2). We
need to take exact and accurate notice of all that God has spoken.

3. Thirdly, Apollos was courageous in making 'tnown Scripture
truth. .. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue." He spoke
freely and courageously. He remembered that .. the fear of man
bringeth a snare," and in dependence, no doubt, on Divine help, he
spoke with courage and confidence the truth as far as he knew it.

There is a sad lack of Christian courage in these days. How few
are like Daniel, whose courage in standing against evil caused him
to stand firm though it meant his being cast into the lions' den.

How few are like Daniel's godly companions, who refused to
commit the sin of idolatry, even though it meant their being cast
into the burning fiery furnace. How few are willing to deny them
selves home pleasures because they would involve the sin of Sabbath
desecration.

Again, how few ministers of the Gospel speak courageously the
great truths of the Bible, because of the fear of man, or the fear
of losing some of their congregation. Of course, there is never any
justification for speaking unkindly or speaking with a want of Chris-
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tian courtesy. But Gospel truth, however becomingly spoken, is
offensive to the natural man. Nevertheless, whether they will hear
and welcome the truth or not, the Word of the Lord should be
spoken. .. Be not afraid of their faces," said the Lord to Jeremiah,
.. for I am with thee, to deliver thee" (Jer. i. 8) .

.. Thou shalt speak My words unto them, whether they will hear
or whether they will forbear," said the Lord to Ezekiel (Ezek. ii. 7).

Our Lord Himself was bold and courageous in testimony, and when
the Jewish leaders saw the boldness of -Peter and John .. they took
knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus" (Acts iv. 13).
Peter and John imitated His courage. This courage was due to
their being full of the Holy Ghost. Hence, when they were for
bidden to speak at all or teach in the name of Jesus, they went to
their own company, and they prayed afresh for courage. .. Now,
Lord, behold their threatenings, and grant unto Thy servants that
with all boldness they may speak Thy Word. . . . And when they
had prayed the place was shaken where they were assembled to
gether; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they
spake the Word of God with boldness." If we want to preach or
teach the Word of God with boldness we need to depend on Divine
power and grace, and cry unto God to that end. Paul, earnest and
courageous though he was, felt his constant need of Divine grace.
Hence he besought the E,phesian saints to pray for him, .. that
utterance might be given unto him, that he might open his mouth
boldly, to make known the mystery of the Gospel, that therein he
might speak boldly, as he ought to speak" (Eph. vi. 19, 20).

The preaching of the Gospel requires courage, and God alone can
enable His true servants to preach His Gospel humbly, faithfully
and boldly.

The Lord said to the prophet Isaiah, .. Cry aloud, spare not, lift
up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew My people their transgression,
and the house of J acob their sins" (Isaiah lviii. 1). To show
God's own people their transgression in trumpet tones, and unsparing
language requires both humility and boldness on the part of the
minister. He needs to do it humbly, knowing that he, too, is a
poor sinner, and he needs to do it boldly so that he may preach the
preaching that God bids him. In this terrible war God is not only
chastising the nation generally, but His Own true people in par
ticular. Ought we not to realise this? Ought we not to examine
ourselves in this solemn time, to discover if we are cherishing sins
in our own lives? Repentance is needed oftentimes by the Lord's
true people. (See Rev. iii. 1-3.) Hence, to the Lord's people
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the words are spoken, .. Let us search and try our ways, and turn
again to the Lord" (Lam. iii. 40). We, who, through infinite
grace, are numbered amongst the Lord's people, may be cherishing
sins of various kinds in our hearts. .. Sin is the transgression of the
law," and we may be verily guilty of transgression and of sin.

4. Fourthly, Apollos Dlas meek enough to learn more of Scrip
ture truth.

Although eloquent and mighty in the Scriptures, his knowledge of
Divine truth was limited. .. Knowing only the baptism of John"
are words which describe his case. These words seem to mean that
he only knew the truth as far as John the Baptist had made it
known. Whether his knowledge was obtained from John direct, or
from one or more of John's disciples, we are not told. John was
beheaded before the crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection and ascen
sion of the Lord Jesus. Although John bore witness to Christ as
to His first coming, as to His eternal Sonship, as to His being the
Divinely-appointed Bearer away of sin, and as to His separating
the chaff from the wheat at His second coming, yet he did not live
to see His atoning death, His triumphant resurrection, and His
ascension into heaven to sit on God's right hand until His enemies
were made His footstool.

The teaching of Apollos, therefore, though fully Scriptural as far
as it went, was deficient. Aquila and Priscilla noticed this, and took
him unto them and expounded unto him the way of God more per
fectly. Apollos evidently received their teaching meekly. He was
glad to add to his knowledge of Divine truth. There were depths
he had not fathomed, and he was glad to be made aware of them.
All teachers need to be humble learners. The more we humbly
and prayerfully study the Scriptures, the more we shall be guided
into all the truth. .. The secret of the Lord is with them that fear
Him; and He will shew them His covenant" (Psalm xxv. 14).

The Lord alone can open our eyes that we may behold more
wondrous things in His Word. He alone can open our under
standings, that we may more and more understand the Scriptures.
What meekness we need to receive more enlightenment.

5. Lastly, Apollos Dlas greatly used of God in declaring Scrip
ture truth.

After a time he was disposed to leave Ephesus and go to Corinth
in Achaia, and his brethren at Ephesus wrote to the brethren at
Corinth exhorting them to receive him. Having come there he con
tinued his ministry of the Word. ow he had fuller knowledge, and
he .. helped them much which had believed through grace." The



The Gospel Magazine 103

r

Lord had much people in the city of Corinth, and He had told
Paul to go on preaching the Gospel there. The result was that
many of the Corinthians had experienced God's saving grace.
Through grace they had believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and now
that Apollos came among them he was a great spirituai help to
them. Besides that, he was a means of blessing to many unconverted
Jews. .. He mightily convinced the Jews,and that publicly, shewing
by the Scriptures that Jesus was Christ" (Acts xviii. 28).

We do well to notice that Apollos based all his teaching on the
Scriptures-the Old Testament Scriptures. This is the kind of
preaching and teaching which are needed to-day. All the prophets
bear witness to Christ, that through His Name whosoever believeth
in Him shall receive l1'emission of sins. (See Acts x. 43.) Not mere
human learning or human wisdom, but Christ as He is set forth in
the Scriptures is the Gospel which is needed.

May we imitate the zeal, the accuracy, the courage, the meekness
and the testimony of God's servant, Apollos. But let us not forget
Paul's teaching concerning both himself and Apollos. .. Who then
is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed,
even as the Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the increase" (1 Cor. iii. 5, 6.)

Let us beware of taking any glory, an'y glor,Y to ourselves. (See
1 Cor. i. 29.)

Whitinglon Vicarage,
Sloke Ferr,Y, King's L,Ynn.

THE EDITOR,
(Thomas Houghlon).

DRI K AND TOBACCO.

The English Churchman for April 29th, quoting a White Paper
recently issued (Cmd. 6438) says that: .. Under the heading of
Drink and Tobacco we find that, while the expenditure in 1938 was
452 million pounds, it rose in 1941 to 750 million pounds, and in
1942 to 912 millions. These are figures which may well cause
thoughtful people to reflect. They testify to the alluring power of
strong drink and of tobacco, and to the readiness of people to yield
to the craving which both of these create, and by which they enslave
the will and destroy its power of resistance. It is high time that
Christian people pondered this matter and endeavoured both by exa~ple

and exhortation to lead others, especially the young people of both
sexes, into ways of unselfishness and self-control."

Think of it! 912 millions spent in 1942 on Drink and Tobacco.
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GAMBLING AND THE. THINGS ABOVE.

.. Set J,Jour affection on things above, not on things on the earth."
COLOSSIANS iii. 2.

EARLY in this year one of our readers wrote saying she .. would
highly appreciate a few words from Mr. Houghton on the sin of
gambling and any Scriptural allusion." On receiving her letter we
wrote at once giving a few thoughts on the subject. Having done so,
it occurred to us that an article on the subject might be profitable to
our readers generally.

There can be no doubt that the inspired Word of God is the guide
of God's people in all things. The psalmist found it so when he
wrote, .. Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path" (Psalm cxix. 105). If only we knew our Bibles more, we
should be able to bring its teaching to bear more or less fully on
every matter which comes to our notice, and under the teaching and
guidance of the Spirit, we should be led aright, both as to the doctrines
we should believe and grasp, and the precepts which should charac
terize our walk and conversation. There can be no doubt that God's
people, in these dark and evil days, need to apprehend more clearly
all the truths which God has revealed in His Word for their instruc
tion, and all the precepts which should mark their lives in a world
which the Apostle John says" lieth in the evil one" (I John v. 19
R.v.).

We are all in need of a fuller growth in the knowledge of Divine
truth, and we are also all in need of a fuller separation from the
world and all its evil customs and ways.

The Apostle says to the Lord's redeemed people, .. Set your
affection on things above, not on things on the earth." We under
stand these words to teach that the mind and affection of God's people
should be primarily and chiefly set on heavenly things, and that they
should sit loose to all earthly things. The Apostle does not mean
that our affection and our mind should not at all be extended towards
things on the earth. Husbands are to love and cherish their
WiVes. Children are to have regard to the commands of their
parents. Servants are to be obedient to them that are their masters
according to the flesh, with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord,
and not to men. Subjects are to honour the powers that be which
are ordained of God. All believers are to submit themselves to kings
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and governors, in well-doing putting to silence the ignorance of foolish
men. In our various relationships we all have duties assigned to us,
and our minds are to be set upon doing them heartily as unto the
Lord, and doing them punctually and satisfactorily. Real believers
~hould make good husbands or wives, good parents or children, good
masters or servants and good rulers or subjects. Thus much attention
of the mind must be directed to the duties of the home, the shop, the
office, the farm, and the warehouse. But amid all these duties the
mind of the Christian should be set chiefly on the things above.
Above all things God should be honoured and glorified and obeyed.
.. Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to
the glory of God" (I Cor. x. 31).

The first question in The Shorter Catechism is .. What is the chief
end of man?" And the answer is, .. Man"s chief end is to glorify
God, and to enjoy Him for ever."

If we glorify God we shall put Him first in our thoughts, and
ways, and lives. Heavenly things will occupy our chief attention.
Earthly things will always take a secondar)) place.

Worldly-minded people put the things above far above out of their
sight. They try to give their children a good education, to promote
their temporal prosperity, and to see them .. married well," as the
phrase is. Their spiritual and eternal well-being is not thought of at
all, or if it is ever thought of, it takes a very small place in their
minds. Even Christians are not guiltless in this matter. Witness the
parents who send their children to schools where the teaching is
modernistic or sacerdotal or both. They think unduly of the secular
education of their children and are very little concerned about their
spiritual and eternal welfare. The things on earth and of the earth
are too prominent in their minds, and the things above are made to
take a low and subordinate place. Yet might it not be asked, .. What
will it profit if their children gain a good public school and university
education and yet lose their own souls?" We are living in times
when there are very few places where godly parents can safely send
their children, if they are setting their minds chiefly on things above,
and putting their children's eternal welfare in the foreground. Hence
the need of remembering the words of the Apostle placed at the head
of these W a))side Notes.

But what has all this to do with gambling, we imagine some will
ask?

Well, we will try to give an answer to that question.
1. In the first place a man who reall)) sets his affection on things

above will avoid gambling.
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What is it that lies at the back of a gambler's mind? Is it not

a love of money? His heart is set upon money. When once the

gambling habit is formed he is always grasping after money. But a

love of money shows his mind is set on earthly gain. The things
above have no place in his mind. He wants to be rich in the possession
of earthly wealth. Gambling attracts him as an easy way of getting
rich. It is a game of chance. He may lose by engaging in it, but
he may also gain. He may gain large amounts of money. Though
gambling is a risky business he ventures to engage in it, and to do so
regularly in the hope that he may, in spite of some losses, gain large
additions to his earthly wea1th. But" the love of money is the root
(or a root) of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many
sorrows. .. They that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare,
and into many foolish and hurtful hurts, which drown men in
perdition" (I Tim. vi. 9, 10). Hence the Apostle says to Timothy,
.. Thou, 0 man of God, flee these things" (v. 11). Thus the
inspired Apostle condemns a longing after riches. He warns us
against the danger of a love of money, and bids the people of God
to flee these things. Gambling is thus a sin. It is a transgression of
God's law. It is really covetousness, which is idolatry. If our
affection is really set on things above gambling will have no place in
our lives.

In Hebrews xiii. 5, we read, .. Let your conversation be without
covetousness, and be content with such things as ye have: for He
hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." The opening
sentence might be translated, .. Be ye free from the love of money."
Even the Lord's people are in danger of this sin. There is danger
that a minister may set his mind on a large salary or large fees.
There is danger that an ordinary Christian man may seek a wife
who is rich and may marry her largely because of her money. There
is danger that a Christian business man may be unduly set on large
profits. The true child of God, however, is to be free from the
love of money and should resist every temptation to obtain money by
forbidden means. He is to be content with such things as he has,
remembering for his constant comfort that his God and Father hath
said, .. I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." The Lord is really
with His people. He fully knows all their temporal needs, and He
will certainly supply them. The believer then is to set his affection
on God, who is seated on the throne in the heavens above. He is to
set his mind on the love of God towards His people, His sympathy
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for them in their needs, His power to supply them, and His faithful
ness to His promises in regard to all the members of His family.
The God who feeds the birds, and clothes the lilies, will much more
feed and clothe the members of His redeemed family.

2. Secondly, a man who reall]} sets his affection on things above
will seek to avoid the sin of selfishness.

What is gambling but selfishness. The gambler seeks to fill his
own purse by emptying the purse of his neighbour.

Gambling may enrich one gambler and ruin the other. The winner
gains, the loser is or may be plunged into poverty. Yet the moral law
teaches us that we should love our neighbours as we love ourselves.
.. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling
of the law." We are pleasing God who is above, if we love our
neighbour as we love ourselves. We are displeasing God if we
selfishly ignore our neighbours good in order that we may grasp by
gambling our neighbour's money. The Apostle says, .. Let no man
seek his own, but every man another's wealth" (I Cor. x, 24).
The meaning seems to be, Let no man selfishly seek his own, and
ignore and be indifferent to the well-being of his neighbour. .. Look
not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things
of others" (Phi!. ii, 4).

3. A man who reall]} sets his affection on things above will avoid
an]}thing which might bring ruin on his family.

The believing man is to love and cherish his wife and family.
Yet if he gives way to the sin of gambling he may bring them to
poverty and ruin. One sin leads on to another. A gambler may rob
his employer through the gambling habit, and thus lose his employment
and bring terrible sorrow to his home.

4. A man who reall]} sets his affection on things above will seek
to earn his living in the Diviniel]}-appointed wa]}.

After the Fall, God said to Adam, .. In the sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat bread" (Gen. iii, 19). That is to say he was to
work hard for the support of himself and family. Gambling is a
method of getting much for little or nothing. To have food, raiment.
fire and home for a family, God teaches us that the head of the
household should work. Work, of course, may take different forms.
It may be manual labour or mental labour, but in each case it is
work. .. The labourer is worthy of his hire." and it is his duty to
labour for it. What an example the great Apostle Paul set to all
God's people. He said, .. I have coveted no man's silver, or gold,
or apparel. Yea. ye yourselves know that these hands have ministered
to my necessities, and to them that were with me. I have shewed
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you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak,
and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It 15

more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts xx. 35).
The godly man prays to be kept from the sin of covetousness in

any form or way. He is not ashamed to work with his hands the
thing which is good. He labours in order to minister to his necessities
and to those who are with him. He seeks to support the weak. He
seeks to remember the words of his Lord, .. It is more blessed to give
than to receive." Such a man is not a gambler.

What does the Apostle say to the Ephesian saints? .. Let him
that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his
hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him
that needeth" (Ephes. iv. 28). He is not only to labour for his
own personal benefit, but that he may have to give to him that
needeth." That covers ministering to the Lord's poor, and giving to
the Lord's work. Do we all labour that we have in our possession
money to give to the poorer saints and money to help forward the
Lord's work? Are we not often in great danger of working in order
to hoard up to the neglect of the Lord's poor, and the neglect of the
Lord's work? What did the Apostle say to the Thessalonian saints?
He said, .. Even when we were with you, this we commanded you,
that if an'y would not wor/r, neither should he eat. F or we hear that
there are some which walk among you :lisorderly, wor/ring not at all,
but are busybodies. Now them that are such we command and
exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness the'y work, and
eat their own bread" (ll Thess. iii. 10-12). Then note the further
inspired teaching given through the first Epistle to Timothy, chapter
v. 8: .. If any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his
own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel."

May the Lord Himself keep all His people from the sin of
gambling whether by means of cards, pitch and toss, races, raffling,
football pools, or in other ways. Gambling is a sin which is very
widespread and it shows that the affection of the multitude is such that
the things above have no place in their thoughts. The things of earth
are their main and only concern. This affection for earthly things is
behind the new world order which leading men are proposing to
promote. We do not suggest that better social conditions should not
by degrees be promoted, but we feel that leading ministers in the
professing church, and other ministers, ought not to leave their proper
work for this purpose. The great business of all true ministers in
the Church, however important their position, is to preach the pure
Gospel of the grace of God. Is this being done to-day? We fear
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that the pure Gospel of God's infinite grace IS very largely con
spicuous by its absence. Surely God's people are to remember that
here they have no continuing city. They seek one to come. They
desire a better country than this. They look for a heavenly country.
They look for a city which hath foundations whose Builder and
Maker is God. This country, this earth, this world is doomed.
.. The heavens and the earth, which are now, are reserved unto fire
against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men." .. The
earth and the works that are therein shall be burned up." Without
German, Japanese or Italian bombs the earth and its works are
doomed to destruction. What then? Listen," We according to His
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things,
be diligent that ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot, and
blameless" (H Peter iii. 7, 10, 13, 14).

THE EDITOR.

STA D FAST.

.. DEAR brethren, it behoves you in the present day to plant your foot
firmly against the encroachments of an infidel world. You must not
stir one inch, you must stand foot to foot against the encroachment
of infidel principles; and when you are told that this and the other
can be accounted for, thus and thus, you must assert that the Lord
Jesus Christ is King, that • all power in heaven and in earth' has
been given unto Him, that He can bridle the mouths of ungodly men,
turn their counsels into foolishness, and say, in a voice that men will
be obliged to hear, 'Be still, and know that I am God.'

.. And then, when the man of God is thus prepared by the exercise
of faith, and the expression of faith, then he will be able to stand
unmoved when the • great earthquake' comes, when the kingdoms of
this world begin to be upheaved, when they reel to and fro, and
stagger like a drunkard, for he will find that he stands upon a
• Rock.' It is thus, and thus only, by realizing the representative
character of the Lord Jesus Chirst, that we shall be enabled to say.
even when all this comes to pass, one of these things move me.' ..
-REV. W. H. KRAUSE.

.. MANY a family has drunk deeply of the cup of sorrow, because the
parents of that family have sought the interest of the world for their
children, and have not regarded it as their main object that they
should be established in such a position as would be according to the
will of God, and for the glory of God."-REV. W. H. KRAUSE.
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WELLSPRINGS.

THE. LATE. MRS. MARY ALE.XANDRA CATLOW.

My first meeting with the late beloved Mrs. John Catlow was
memorably sweet and hallowed, as one of those unforgettable Provi
dences, in which our Heavenly Father so abundantly delights to show
how He .. taketh pleasure in them that fear Him." That happy meeting
of a little company of the saints of the One Household of faith
who found their way to his home and led here by Mr. Catlow,
was recorded in The Gospel Magazine for April 1939, when telling
of the blessed Home Gathering of that humble. gracious man of
God. Annually after Mr. Catlow's death, his grace-sustained widow
wrote me and continued what had been their conjoint and generous
gift to our annual gathering in this city for the A.P.F.S. Her letters
were enriching, and to know her was to love her in Christ. She had
a constraining love, a meek and lowly spirit and a quiet unobtrusive
manner. These graces shone in her daily life and walk. Nor was
grace less evident when she was bereaved of her well-beloved husband.
They walked together in holy, happy harmony, and as she once
wrote me, .. The worldly people used to call us Darby and Joan,
and when you saw the one you saw the other, we were so one in
the Lord." .. Alone but not alone," she wrote the first year after
her dear husband's translation to glory. .. I have Jesus the Friend
of sinners ever with me-a Husband to the widow and friend that
sticketh closer than a brother. It came very sweetly to me one day,
• How can I bereaved be. since I cannot part from Thee.' And I
trust I may say, I have His compassions with me daily, though it is
the earthly companionship I miss. .. She quotes: .. A Sovereign
Protector I have, unseen, yet for ever at hand," as she tells how
she had been enjoying the perusal of FIavell's Divine Conduct. and
enlarges upon" the mercy if we have the desire to read the Word of
God and the writings of such godly men." .. I have been re-reading
your dear father's Golden Truths are Grace Triumphs," she wrote
on another occasion, .. and I trust I have read them to profit. I do
thank the Lord for giving me a desire to read His precious Word
and truths which exalt a precious Redeemer. • These feeble desires
and wishes so weak, 'tis Jesus inspires and bids us still seek.' What
a mercy to have such a Refuge to go to; what a very present Help
in time of trouble; for these are troublous times both spiritually and
nationally. . .. We are favoured here in Salisbury and enabled
still to attend our little Mission, where the full Gospel is valued and
faithful men shun not to declare the whole counsel of God. It makes
one ask, • Why was I made to hear Thy voice, whilst thousands
rather starve than come.' What Sovereign grace and mercy that led
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us to such a Refuge, and that for all times, for I can truly say,
He is my stay and confidence. For' Whom have I in Heaven
but Thee and there is none upon earth I desire beside Thee.' ..

She wrote tenderly and sympathetically of the dangers we were
then suffering in our City, reminding me that "not a single shaft
can hit, until the God of Love sees fit" and "we are poor unworthy
creatures," referring to His wondrous care and Sovereign protection
over us.

" Another milestone has passed in our wilderness journey, dear Miss
Cowell, and it cannot be long for both you and me, but we know
that when one stone is required for His Spiritual Temple (above)
we shall be called. Our steps are ordered and our times are in His
Hands. What a comfort is contained in Hymn 1113 of Gadsby's.
I am sure you must have proved it many times in Bristol during the
awful raids. I trust I am enabled to bring you each day in my poor
feeble way to the Throne of Grace for the Lord's protection over you.
The 46th Psalm is my stronghold. . I could just imagine what your
home would be like when we read your account in the G.M. The
91 st Psalm. I trust, has been applied to my own soul. . . .. 1
don't know how you feel in regard to your loved ones, but I am
now thankful that my dear husband was taken from the evil to come
and is in His Presence, where is fulness of joy and at His Right
Hand, pleasures for evermore. He has promised to be a Husband
to the widow and Father to the fatherless and He is faithful that
promised. I trust it came home to my soul with power and sweetness
when one day recently, reading Is. xliii., latter part of I st verse. We
pray as a nation that out of much and deserved wrath He will remember
us in mercy." Enclosing her generous donation yet one more year to
our dear A.P.F.S., she "trusts we shall be remembering you at
the Throne of Grace on that day in that 'place where spirits blend,
and friend holds fellowship with friend,' .. and closing with ah. i. 7.
I now come to the sacred task of telling of the Home Call and end
of this gracious life. Her tenderly devoted and grace-sustained
daughter writes on November 9th, 1942: "Once again it is with a
sorrowful heart I am writing you, as the time must be near for your
annual effort on behalf of the AP.F.S. My dear mother entered
into the Presence of her Lord, Whom she so loved, on Friday,
October 30th. She had not been well for several months, but thought
it might be rheumatism in the muscles of her back, and carried on
until about 7 weeks before her death, when we brought her to our
home and I had the privilege of nursing her for 4 weeks. Then
the doctor advised operation. This however did not prove successful
owing to complications, which they found during the operation, and
she only rallied 2! weeks. Needless to say, I have lost the dearest
of mothers, and yet we sorrow not as those without hope, for all her
hope was in .nothing but the Atoning Blood of Jesus, and as long as
she was able she bore her testimony to what He had done for her soul.
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I was sitting one day by her bedside in hospital when a VIsitor came
into the room to visit another lady who shared that private ward.
He came along to speak to mother. The Vicar's religion appeared
from what he said to consist of Good Works, and my dear mother
told him: • It is over fifty years since the Lord revealed to me that
I was a sinner and that when Jesus died on Calvary, He died there
for my sins.' She told him that before then she had been a Sunday
School teacher, but that she was working for salvation, until the Lord
was pleased to reveal Himself to her and that ever since then she had
been brought to rest upon His finished DJork. The Vicar wa~

seemingly non-plussed and all he said was, • Well, may I give you
my blessing:'"

Dear Mrs. Catlow was also blessedly enabled to give further
testimony in her last days. She told her dear daughter that when
taken into the operation theatre she spoke to both the doctors and
surgeon and told them she was in the Lord's Hands, and that if He
was pleased to bless the means, all would be well and she raisc(
up again. When the doctor was administering the anesthetic he
said to her, .. You are in the Lord's Har.ds now, Mrs. Catlow,"
and she replied .. Yes, I am safe." The Lord did not see fit to raise
up our beloved friend again and in mercy gathered her to His Eternal
Rest, and she and her beloved husband are re-united in that Lane
of Peace and Joy, freed forever from sorrow, suffering, and earth's
distractions and alarms. They see His Face, know as they were
known and are .. satisfied."

We, left in this wilderness world a little longer, cannot mourn our
departed friends, whilst we can bless God for every remembrance of
them. We bless Him for the thrice-blessed and holy associations
with those He lent us for a little while on earth; we bless Him for
those Divinely-arranged times when we were privileged to speak one to
another of the Beloved of our souls, and form friendships exceeding
sweet in Jesus, which brought us some foretaste of Heaven, and of the
joys that await us there when there will be .. no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain; for the
former things are passed away." .

The redeemed remains of .. the dearly loved wife of the late John
Catlow" were interred at SI. Peter's Church, Salisbury, on ovember
2nd, 1942, and the memorial sheet reminds us of her one hope.
.. I know that my Redeemer liveth." R.

"ONE of two events must follow our pilgrimage through this world;

either an ascent to heaven or a descent to hell. There is no middle
state in eternity."-DR. F. W. KRUMMA'CHER.
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~ermon!) ann ~ote9' of ~ermon!).

CHRISTIAN FLUE CE.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH. BRISTOL.

PART!.

.. Ye are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has lost his
SCIllour, wherewith shall it be salted? "-MATT. v., part
of v. 13.

THERE is no doubt, dear friends, that when the Lord Jesus uttered
these words, among the earliest words of His public ministry, He
employed a simile with which His hearers were for the most part well
aoquainted. Salt is naturally accessible in Palestine to the people and
they very extensively employed it. In fact throughout the world
salt very largely enters into the necessities of domestic life, aRd in
these Holy Scriptures we find this fact was recognised. Notably in
the Book of Ezra we find it referred to in this sense, little food being
eaten without the presence of salt. Kindly turn to the 4th of Ezra
and the 14th verse, reading the margin with it. Just in passing these
words were addressed, it may be remembered, by the enemies of
God's Israel to Artaxerxes the King in a letter beseeching him to
hinder the Jews from prosecuting the great undertaking which God
had commanded them to carry out, the rebuilding of the Temple at
Jerusalem after their return from captivity. The words in the 14th
verse occur in the course of this official letter which was sent from
Palestine. Now it reads, .. Because we have maintenance from the
King's palace, and it was not meet for us to see the King's dishonour,
therefore have we sent and certified the King," that is, they received
from the King's bounty their daily support. ow the margin you
will see gives us the literal translation of the original: .. Because we
are salted with the salt of the palace"; here .. maintenance" is
literally in the orginal .. salt," because as I have before said salt
entered largely, and it still does enter very largely, into the domestic
life of the Eastems, so that salt has come to signify food and
maintenance. Therefore the hearers of the Lord Jesus would be quite
familiar with the reference, .. Ye are the salt of the earth" in the
sense .. Ye are the maintenance of the earth." The earth is
dependent upon you for any good it gets. You are, so to say, the
channel of supply to the men of the world. This is one reason, let it
be observed in passing, why God retains a believing people in the
earth. Were it His pleasure He could at once translate His people,
immediately upon their conversion, from grace to glory, but He wills
to have in the earth an army of witnesses. He purposes to have a



114 The Gospel Magazine

Church In the earth which shall act upon the corruption of the world
as salt acts. Salt has wonderful properties; first, of self-endurance,
and in the next place, wonderful powers of imparting permanence to
other substances; and it is largely used in commerce for that purpose
and end. And so God has a people, a believing people, in the
earth that they may by their sanctified influence upon the children
of men, prove a blessing to them. How largely God does employ
believers for the conversion of unbelievers, more particularly of course
His preaching servants. And what are they when self-considered
but sinners saved by grace put into more eminent and prominent
positions and therefore, let me say, more perilous positions than many
believers besides, because they are set especially to be Satan's target,
and the work of God's grace in God's ministers is thus proved and
they are made exemplars, made helps to others. Of course they
are not iOl themselves set up to be dictators of the faith of God's
people. They are not to be lords over God's heritage. On that
point I always feel disposed to turn to the 20th chapter of the Acts
of the Apostles, where we get the words of the Apostle Paul
addressed to the elders of the Church at Ephesus. Said he to them,
" Take heed therefore unto yourselves"-that is a word for all
God's ministering servants, the first all-important necessity is that they
see to themselves in spiritual things; next, "and to all the flock."
Now here is the word I want to emphasise-at present in our version
it stands " over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers,"
but in the original, "in the which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers." Because the servants of Christ as pastors, as under
shepherds, are themselves sheep of the flock. They have been saved
by the same grace, they have been washed in the same blood, they
have been quickened by the same Spirit as all other believers, therefore
they are sheep of the flock, and sheep in the flock. And yet you see
in a sense they have been constituted to be helps and special guides 10
others. All things as God has ordered them. But, dear friends, we
may not exalt these shepherds, these pastors, these guides, as though
they were some superior order in the Church of God. They are not
that. They are not, as some misrepresent them in these days,
mediators between God and men, they are not sacrificers for the sins
of the people. Christ has perfected the sacrificial, atoning, redeeming
work His Father required should be performed, and has given
ministers of the Gospel the privilege of heralding that fact, of publish
ing and proclaiming it, whether men hear or whether they forbear,
that the work of Christ for redemption and atonement and justification
and sanctification is a perfected DJork. " Take heed therefore unto
yourselves, and to all the flock, in the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers."

" Ye are the salt of the earth." Now notice well this initial word
" Ye." The first verse of our chapter tells us in connection with the
occasion of the delivery of the words that .. His disciples came unto
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Him." the second verse that .. He opened His mouth and taught
them." And now what did He teach them? The blessedness of His
own people in various particulars. .. Blessed are the poor in spirit"
He began with the poor first. .. Blessed are they that mourn."
.. Blessed are the meek." .. Blessed are they which do
hunger and thirst after righteousness." .. Blessed are the
merciful." .. Blessed are the pure in heart." .. Blessed
are the peacemakers." .. Blessed are they which are per
secuted for righteousness' sake." .. Blessed are ye when men shall
revile you and persecute you. and shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely for My sake." These are aspects of Christian character.
dear friends. These are proofs of what the grace of God in sinners
can perform. It is in other words a description of the Church of
God. Now it is to these characters the Lord Jesus says... Ye are
the salt." He may not. perhaps does not. imply that every believer
is equally possessed of these characteristics. And I think it is an
encouragement for us who know ourselves to be small and of no
reputation that if we possess one of these marks in a suitable measure
we come within the compass then of our text, .. Ye are the salt of
the earth." which means that grace has made us what we are, not
merely for our own good. for our own profit, for our own satis
faction. for our own edification and consolation. but grace has made
us thus-all we are by grace-in order that we may. through in
fluence. act upon others as salt acts according to its nature. So that
the subject we have before us this morning is Christian influence,
the influence of Christians in proportion as through grace they answer
to the so-namel Beatitudes. I must hold to this connection between
that which precedes and that which is concerning us-my text-this
morning, though I do not think, generally speaking. the connection
is sufficiently recognised by students of the Scriptures. It has not a
reference to mere religious profession. He does not say of professors,
.. Ye are the salt of the earth." He is speaking of reality, He
is speaking to Christians, He is speaking of what grace has done
and referring impliedly to what grace may yet do, because however
poor in spirit for instance one of God's people may be, it may be the
will of God that he may get yet poorer. It does not imply that
these measures of grace and experience are stationary, nor speak as
though they are stationary. Grace is a growing thing inasmuch as it
is vital, a growing thing in the heart that God has renewed. Once
it gets hold and takes root it deepens its energies in our new nature,
so we are said ourselves to grow in grace and in the knowledge of
God and ,our Saviour Jesus Christ. And I may add, it is just as
we are thus growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Saviour
Jesus Christ that we become more eminently .. the salt," a good
influence, .. the salt of the earth." God then has described Hi.
own people here, and of them the Lord Jesus says, .. Ye are the
salt of the earth."
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PHILIP.

M Y story this month is about a boy called Philip, who was living a
hundred years ago in Budapest, the great capital of Hungary. Not
that the city was called Budapest then, however; for Buda on one
side of the Danube had not yet been united to Pesth on the other,
and it was really in Pesth that Philip lived. He was the elder son
of one of the foremost Jews of the place--a very able and learned
man, greatly respected by all who knew him. I think perhaps Philip
was rather a disappointment to his father, for though he took after him
in the matter of brains, he was a careless sort of boy, more ready to
lUsh off with his friends to all sorts of amusements than to settle down
steadily to his studies.

Philip's mother was a gentle, depressed sort of person; but his
three sisters and young brother were all brilliantly clever. The family
belonged to the strictest set of the Jews, keeping all the rules about the
Sabbath and the different feasts with the greatest care.

When Philip was fifteen, there was a very serious flood in Pesth;
the water rose so high in the streets that houses were destroyed and
many people drowned. It was an exciting time for Philip, who
helped in all the rescue work with great energy; but it made a great
impression on his mind, causing him to look at life more seriously for
a time. The strictness of his father's religious life did not attract
him; and when, going to the other extreme, he tried the splendour
and music of the Roman churches, he found that his Christian friends
did not allow their religion to have any influence over their lives. In
his headlong, impulsive way he came to the conclusion that he was
as well without any religion at all.

After some years of careless living, during which Philip thought of
little but his own enjoyment, he heard with interest of the arrival of
some Scottish ministers in the city, who had come to inquire into the
state of the Jews in Hungary. Everybody was talking of the
preaching of a German clergyman, a friend of the Scotsmen; and as
German was what all the Jews in Pesth spoke, out of curiosity Philip
went to hear Mr. Schwartz.

He came away amazed, troubled to the depths of his soul. His
mind was filled with new thoughts, most unwelcome ones, and yet he
was overwhelmingly convinced that what he had heard was the truth.
Though he had sometimes been uncomfortable about the want of
purpose in his life, about his slackness and love of pleasure, he hac!
always thought that if he wanted to turn over a new leaf, nothing
would be easier: only he never did want to. But now through the
words of the messenger of God, proving all that he said from the
Scriptures, Philip learnt not only that he was a great sinner, but that
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he was tied and bound with the chain of his sins, and could do
nothing to help himself. I am sure the clergyman went on to speak
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, Who is mighty to save even the
worst of sinners; but Philip could take in no more.

But when the Holy Spirit has convinced a boy of his helpless sinful
ness, He does not leave him without guiding him further into all truth.
Philip could not keep away from the Mission; Mr. Schwartz went back
to Germany, but Philip became very attached to the Scotsmen; and
when one of them had a serious accident, he and his two friends took
it in turns to sit up at night with Mr. Wingate. Then in the silent
hours, Philip was able to unburden his soul, and to seek from the man
of God counsel and comfort. And so the Saviour, Who on the cross
had washed away his sins, met the J ewi~h boy; so the seeking
Shepherd brought His lost one home to the Rock.

Philip was the first of his family to become a believer in Christ; but
by remarkable providences all the others were converted too-first the
brilliant father with little Ado.Jph, then the mother and the two elder
girls, and last of all the thirteen-year-old Elizabeth. So the whole family
were united in a new way, and their affection for each other was
hallowed and deepened by their common loyalty to Christ. It was
decided that Philip (now aged nineteen) should go to Carlsruhe to
continue his education; and before he went he was baptised in the
Name of the Trinity.

At Carlsruhe Philip brought all his impetuous zeal to bear on his
studies, and did two years of really hard work. They were very
happy years, and it was a disappointment when he was taken ill with
hip disease, and had to be brought home. Nothing daunted, Philip
began a Christian Society for young men; they met to read the Bible,
to pray, and to talk over their difficulties. This effort was much
appreciated, for the lads found it very helpful to meet in this way,
and Philip, in spite of his lameness and his crutches, made an
enthusiastic leader.

But the leg got worse instead of better, and at last Philip found
himself kept in bed and likely to remain there. Still as energetic in
mind as ever, he longed to do something to spread the Kingdom of
God, and he wondered if he could do anything for the children around
his home. He started with one boy at his bedside; but others wanted
to come, and soon there were five, then seven, then ten! His playful,
eager disposition attracted the children, and they Rocked around him.
School was begun in earnest, and Elizabeth and onc or two others
came in to help. Philip himself saw the parents of every child; he
told them that he wanted to give as good an education as possible,
but that his chief idea was to teach the children the Christian religion
from the Bible. In spite of this, many Jews were glad to send their
children, and even when war broke out between Hungary and Russia,
the scholars continued eagerly to attend. Pesth was bombarded two
or three times, and a small boy from the school was killed by a shell
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in his bed. But nothing stopped the children coming, and many Jewish
homes were blessed through the Words of Life brought in by the
boys and girls.

It was a great sorrow to all who knew him when Philip died at
the age of twenty-six, after seven years in the Christian life. But he
died rejoicing in his Saviour; and fifty of his scholars followed the
coffin weeping to the grave. DAMARIS.

MY BIBLE.

My Bible! Loved and faithful friend!
What mind may weigh thy worth. what tongue commend?
In thee I learn to see the things unseen,
And grasp the glories hid from human ken.
Here am I taught the ways of God to trace,
And sound the deep sweet mysteries of grace.
Here am I nerved to meet the Tempter's power,
And fearless view dark dissolution's hour.
Or calmly muse upon that dreadful day
When yonder rending heavens shall roll away.
My Bible! in thy groves how sweet to stray,
While balmy spice is breathed from every spray
Where c1ustred fruits from burdened boughs depend,
And grateful shades my weariness befriend.
Here may I prove the power of Jesus' blood
For sinful man, the ground of peace with God.
Here learn of nature's fall and Thy new birth,
Thou faithful witnesser of Jesus' worth.
Thrice happy heart that knows that blissful rest,
The calm contentment of the Christian's breast;
Nor strife of tongues nor anger's rod disturb
The soul pavilioned in the peace of God.
My Bible! pondering on thy page at times,
Like silvery echoes of some distant chimes
There comes the song of happy harpers far away,
Chanting within the City of the day.
Then would my spirit wing its homeward flight
And join the dwellers on the shores of light.

Rev. George Ensor, M.A., 1880.
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SPURGElON'S TABERNACLE AND COLLEGE.

PASTOR John Wilmot of Highgate Road Chapel, London, says In

Our Outlooq, issued in May last: .. It is announced that the
T abemacle has agreed to join the London Baptist Association, and
the' delight' of the Council, intimated in The Baptist Times a few
weeks ago was demonstrated at the London Baptist Association
Assembly at Bloomsbury on March 23rd, when Dr. Graham Scroggie,
Mr. William Olney, and the Secretary, were welcomed by the
President. • Our thanks are due,' writes the Baptist Times editor to
the secretary of the London Baptist Association, on the one hand,
and to Or. Graham Scroggie and his deacons on the other, • for the
praiseworthy spirit with which they conducted the negotiations.'
When the College joined the Baptist Union four years ago we
commented that it remained only for the Tabernacle to re-affiliate
and the betrayal of Spuregon would be complete."

Thus far Pastor Wilmot.

We ourselves remember the time when Spurgeon left the Baptist
Union on account of the Downgate teaching that was then being set
forth by some of its leading members. We greatly admired him for
the noble stand for Bible and Evangelical truth which he then took.
We remember reading the report5 of meetings in defence of F unda
mental Truth which were held in London at which decided Evan
gelists of the Church of England, as well as Spurgeon himself, took
part. The warm sympathy of many members of the Church of
England was then extended to Mr. Spurgeon because of his noble
and faithful stand against error. Many of the sermons which he then
preached were specially valuable for their faithful and uncompromising
unfolding of the old truths. Naturally, therefore, we greatly deplore
the return of the authorities at Spurgeon's Tabernacle and College
to the Baptist Union from which he separated. Pastor Wilmot
concludes his article in Our Outlool~ by quoting the words of
Spurgeon at the time of his .. Downgate" withdrawal. Here they
are: .. At any rate, cost what it ma}), to separate ourselves from those
who separate themselves from the Truth of God is not alone our
liberty, but our dut}). I have raised my protest in the only complete
way by coming forth, and I shall be content to abide alo'ne until the
day when the Lord shall judge the secrets of all hearts."

It is our own firm conviction that departure from the truth is
greatly increasing and that there is a loud call to God's true people
to beware of false prophets. .. Watch ye, stand fast in the faith,
quit you like men, be strong" (I Cor. xv. 13).
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ROME AND SALVATION BY WORKS.

The English Churchman quotes the Roman Catholic Universe as saying
in it's .. Children's Corner: .. You won't forget, will you, to pray
for the Cardinal's soul? Of course, we feel that after the hard and
fruitful life he led he must be in heaven. But we cannot be certain
and so must give him the benefit of our prayers. If our prayers
should not be needed for Cardinal Hinsley I am sure they will not
be wasted."

This teaches that a man may be saved because he led .. a hard and
fruitful life." Scripture, however, says: .. By grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
not of works, lest any man should boast" (Ephes. ii. 8,9).

Again, it says: .. Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy He saved us" (Titus iii. 5).
.. Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by
faith without the deeds of the law."-Romans iii. 24, 28.

THE I TERCESSORS.

THE Romanists (or as our more incisive forefathers would have called
them-the Papists) may hope (vainly) that the Mother of the Lord
can by her intercession in heaven help them; but they can scarcely
think that her intercession when she was on earth-as at the marriage
feast-availed anything. The Lord seemed to regard it as an
intrusion. Maybe she thought that her peculiar position justified her
giving a hint (kind apparently) that there was a difficulty. Our
voluntary attempts on behalf of others are apt to miscarry and to result
in our discomfiture, rather than to our praise.

Bathsheba did not undertake her mediation voluntarily, but with her
qualification as the King's mother she seems to have expected that
her intercession on behalf of Adonijah would meet with more
approval than it did from Solomon. She was doubtless anxious to
please, and to do anything she could, but there was no love behind
the request. She did not have the heart-consuming anxiety that urged
E.sther to beg help and deliverance for her people and herself. It was
love for Israel and zeal for the honour of God that made Moses and
Samuel to spend days and nights in pleading for the people of their
charge. I believe it has been said that it was because Lot's welfare
was at stake that Abraham hoped and begged to the last that the
Almight God should spare the guilty Sodom. But there were
not ten righteous in it. What that proportion to the whole
population was, I suppose no one knows, and w at the proportion ot
the righteous is in the cities of our own plain, no one can say, but it
seems as if in His very great long-suffering and kindness the Lord
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has not yet left off communing with those who intreat Him still to
lengthen out His sparing mercies.

We all agree that the intercession of ]udah is heart melting.

Alas my sons, our pangs forbid delay,
To Egypt's granaried magnate go your way;
But take a gift, as hurried as you can
And God commend you to the heartless man.
Go, Benjamin, alone of Rachel left:
And if I am bereft-I am bereft.

And now they loot and marvel as they sit
With Zaphnath-paaneah himself at meat;
A royal feast. but soon its unction dies,
F or they are counted thieves as well as Spies.
And who will carry home a well filled sack,
If captive Benjamin may not go back?

How shall they clear themselves, or how prevail,
When double money. gifts, and protests fail?
o ]udah. lift your cries and tears above
Such wretched claims, and plead your father's love.
Then will the embrace of Zaphnath-paaneah see
A brother born for your adversity.

Happy is he that has the God of ~he fearing, driven ]acob for
his help. The poor woman in the Gospel had such an Advocate.
One who did not plead against her v.,jth His great power, but put
strength into her and turned the accusations of her self-righteous
accusers against themselves. The}) meant it for evil, but He meant it
for good. .. either do I condemn thee, go and sin no more."
He it is who ever lives .. to make intercession for all who come to
God by Him."

There are many things that we want and need, and if we ask them
in His ame, we shall have them.

FOLLOWER-ON.

ABOUT THE E EMIES OF ISRAEL.

.. BEHOLD, all they that were incensed against thee (Israel) shall be
ashamed and confounded. They shall be as nothing; and they that
strive with thee shall perish. Thou shalt seek them. and shalt not
find them, even them that contended with thee: they that war against
thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought. F or I the LORD
thy God will hold thy right hand. saying unto thee, Fear not; I will
help thee. F ear not, thou worm ] acob, and ye men of Israel; I will
help thee, saith the LORD, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel. "-(ISAIAH xli. 11-14).
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THE FOLLY OF IG ORING THE SABBATH LAW.

AN article in Thc Timcs of Thursday, May 20th, on .. The Fallacy
of Long Hours, says: .. Owing to the long hours of work and adverse
factory conditions then experienced (i.e. in the last war) by many
of the munition workers, there was such an alarming increase of
sickness and loss of efficiency that in September, 191 5, Mr. L10yd
George, as Minister of Munitions, appointed a Health of Munition
Workers Committee to inquire into the subject. The Committee
laboured actively for over two years and produced numerous
memoranda and reports, over 200,000 copies of them being circulated.
The sickness of the workers was considered to be due more particularly
to the excessive hours of work frequently imposed, and Sunday labour
was particularly deprecated. Statistical information was obtained
which showed that excessive hours of work, so far from causing a
rise of production, resulted in a smaller output than that obtained with
shorter hours. Yet the convincing evidence adduced by the Committee
was largely forgotten or ignored at the outset of the present war.
This was especially so after the retreat from Dunkirk. All royal
ordnance and other factories engaged on war contracts were then
instructed to work full time for seven days a week. . .. Production
immediately increased to a substantial degree, but in a very few weeks
fell to about the pre~Dunkirk level, and sometimes below it."

These admitted facts show beyond dispute the folly of ignoring the
Divinely-appointed Sabbath law. God at the beginning instituted the
Sabbath for man's physical as well as spiritual benefit. He knew that
one day's rest in seven was necessary for man's bodily health and
efficiency. Hence he said: .. Six days shalt thou labour, and do
all thy work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD thy
God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, thy son, nor thy
daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant; nor thy cattle, nor thy
stranger that is within thy gates" (Exod. xx. 9, 10). The Sabbath
law is still binding on all men, as men. It is binding on parents and
children, on men and women, on masters and servants, on visitors in
our homes, and it is necessary for the dumb animals. Breaches of
this law are bound to be disastrous. No Committees need be
appointed to discover the cause of lessened production if the workers
infringe the Sabbath law. The transgression of Divine law is sin,
and sin always leads to suffering. When some Israelites, in the time
of Moses, ignored the Sabbath law, the LORD said unto Moses,
.. How long refuse ye to keep My commandments and My laws? ..
(Exod. xvi. 28).

.. Thou art MJ} scrvant; I have chosen thce."-lsAIAH xli. 9.

IF we have received the grace of God in our hearts, its practical effect
has been to make us God's servants. We may be unfaithful servants,
we certainly are unprofitable ones, but yet, blessed be His name, we
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are His servants, wearing His livery, feeding at His table, and obeying
His commands. We were once the servants of sin, but He Who
made us free has now taken us into His family and taught us
obedience to His will. We do not serve our Master perfectly, but
we would if we could. As we hear God's voice saying unto us,
.. Thou art My servant," we can answer with David, "I am Thy
servant; Thou hast loosed my bonds."

But the LORD calls us not only His servanLs, but His chosen
ones-" I have chosen thee." We have not chosen Him first, but He
hath chosen us. If we be God's servants, we were not always so;
to sovereign grace the change must be ascribed. The eye of
sovereignty singled us out, and the Voice of unchanging grace declared,
" I have loved thee with an everlasting love." Long ere time began
or space was created, God had written upon His heart the names of
His elect people, had predetermined them to be conformed unto the
image of His Son, and ordained them heirs of all the fulness 0;

His love, His grace, and His glory. What comfort is here! Has
the Lord loved us so long, and will He yet cast us away? He
knew how stiffnecked we should be; He understood that our hearts
were evil, and yet He made the choice. Ah! our Saviour is no
fickle lover. He doth not feel enchanted for a while with some
gleams of beauty from His Church's eye, and then afterwards cast
her off because of her unfaithfulness. Nay, He married her in old
eternity; and it is written of Jehovah, •• He hateth putting away."
The eternal choice is a bond upon our gratitude and upon His
faithfulness which neither can disown.-C. H. SPURGEO in Evening
Readings.

" We believe and are sure."- JOHN VI. 69.
HERE are both faith and assurance. "I wish to the Lord I had
them," is the language of many a doubting heart while they have both
this very faith and assurance. This assurance is of the essence of
faith; without it faith has no existence. Consider, 1. The nature of
this faith and assurance: "We believe and are sure." Of what?
that their names were written in heaven, that they were sure they were
the elect of God? No. But says Peter to our Lord, "We believe,
and are sure, that thou art Christ, the Son of the living God, and
that thou hast the words of eternal life." Their minds were as sure
of this truth as of their existence; so must ours at all times, and under
all circumstances. But is this faith and assurance? then, blessed be
God, I am a partaker of both: I do believe, I am sure that Christ
is the Son of God, and that he, and he alone, has the words of
eternal life; but I want to be sure of my own interest in the Son of
God. Bless the Spirit for revealing Christ in the word, and revealing
him in thine heart according to the word; go on with thy present
blessed faith and assurance; it will make Christ precious to thy soul,
it will cause thy soul to cleave to him; thou wilt say," one but
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Christ." In due time, the Spirit will fully manifest thy interest in his
love and salvation. 2. Consider the blessedness of this faith and
assurance; it was for want of this .. many disciples went back, and
walked no more with Christ," John vi. 66. It is by believing and
being sure that Christ is the Son of God, and that he has the words
of eternal life, that causes any poor sinner to follow him, to cleave
to him, to call upon him, to hope in him, and to expect all salvation
from him. Little as some may think of this faith, low as some may
rate this assurance, yet our Lord honours it; he pronounces Peter
blessed for it. He does not say, I believe and am sure that I am a
child of God, and that my sins are forgiven; but, .. Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God." What says our Lord to this?
.. Blessed art thou: for flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto
thee, but my Father which is in heaven" (Matt. xvi. 17). Rejoice,
o believing soul! Thou hast a revelation from God thy heavenly
Father, even whilst thou art doubting. All thy salvation depends on
this truth, all thy comfort results from belief and assurance of it;
the more steadily and confidently you believe and hold this truth in your
conscience, the more solid peace, holy comfort, and heavenly joy.
Extract from A Spiritual T reasur)) for the Children of Cod, by
WILLIAM MASON, 1719-1791.

.. BEHOLD, my friends, such help and deliverance can praying
believers obtain for their fellow-men! For faith takes hold of the
promise, and takes hold of the Divine strength in the promise, and
thus can do great things. So, doubtless, at present, the faith of God's
elect restrains many a vial of wrath; and happy is the place where
such praying believers dwell. They are of greater service to such a
place than walls of brass and ramparts of rock."-Dr. F. W.
Krummacher.

.. THE experience of my life is that events always go right when they
are undertaken in the spirit of prayer. I have found assistance given
and obstruction removed in a way that has convinced me that some
great power has been at work."-Sir Thomas FoUiell Buxton.

.. WHAT too often goes under the name of prayer is what the world
most correctly calls, sa))ing pra))ers."-Re1J. W. H. Krause.

.. I BELIEVE that this will be the battle-field of our day yet. I
believe that this atoning, all-sufficient, bloody sacrifice of the Lord
Jesus Christ will be the battle-field of God's servants yet. I believe
that this truth will be denied, and blasphemed, and adulterated, and
modified, and brought at length to mean nothing at all; and, there~

fore, the servants of God shall have to stand by it, for it is by that
blood that they shall overcome the accuser of the brethren."
Rev. W. H. Krause.
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THE Scriptures tell us that it is our duty to record the Faithfulness
of God-a duty which belongs to all the redeemed children of God
and that by so doing we bring Glory to His Name. The Psalmist
was so taught when he said: .. With my mouth will I make known
Thy Faithfulness to all generations," and: .. The heavens shall praise
Thy wonders 0 Lord; Thy faithfulness also in the congregation of
saints." We at St. Mary-le-Port Church, Bristol, are frequently
reminded of the Faithfulness of God, and, as occasion offers, it
becomes us in like manner: .. To make known His Faithfulness in the
congregation of saints." Our beloved Rector (the Rev. W. Dodgson
Sykes, M.A.) was led to do so when selecting the Motto Text for
this year, which is, .. GOD I5 FAITHFUL." We also sometimes
smg:

Tell of His wondrous faithfulness
And sound His power abroad;

Sing the sweet promise of His grace,
And our performing God.

Nor should we forget the address which Miss R. Cowell gave at the
opening of the Sale of Work on behalf of the Aged Pilgrim's Friend
Society in our Church Rooms (since destroyed by enemy action).
Miss Cowell then spoke of the Faithfulness of God to His promises to
His Aged Pilgrims, and in the course of her remarks brought home
to us very forcibly the truth of these words by saying: .. And He
cannot deny Himself. .. To these God-honouring testimonies may now
be added that of my mother, who, in her 93rd year, after worshipping
at St. Mary-le-Port Church for over fifty years, was called on
February 16th last to be .. For ever with the Lord." Her testimony
is to God's Faithfulness to a promise He gave her when she became
a widow; fifty-five years ago. May I first mention that the Lord
called my father to Himself in December 1887. My mother was
then left with three young children. At that time we attended Sl.
Luke's Church, Bedminster, and the late Dr. Doudney and other
friends made kind references to her in the Gospel Magazine for the
months of March and April following, a perusal of which will shew
how keenly my mother then felt her responsibilities. The Lord's
.. Remembrancers" then laid her need before Him at the Throne of
Grace and we who remain can testify to the gracious answers the
Lord gave to those petitions. Always faithful to His promise: .. A
Father to the fatherless and a Judge of the widow," the Lord never
failed my mother during her fifty-five years of widowhood. Not only
did .. the barrel of meal waste not, neither did the cruse of oil fail,"
but His goodness and mercy followed her all the days of her life.
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Space forbids going into detail, but I would like humbly to be allowed
to record, to the Glory of our Heavenly Father, my mother's last
testimony to the Faithfulness of our Covenant-keeping God, in her
own words, which sums up the whole. A few days before she passed
away my mother said to me: .. When dear Dadda died, the Lord
gave me a special promise. He said: • I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee,''' and then she added with an emphasis which I shall
never forget, .. And He never has." Truly we can say: .. God is
faithful." Faithful to His Word. He cannot deny Himself.

Engraved as in eternal brass
The mighty promise shines.

Nor can the powers of darkness rase
Those everlasting lines.

H. F. STEVENS.

The Trustees of .. The Gospel Magazine" gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donation3 to the Fund: Miss E. A. Houghton £1 :
Mr. J. Edwards 1/6; Miss E. Leqge (per Miss L. O.rmiston) 6/6; Mrs. E.
Wonham 10/-; .. R" £100; A.K. 8/-; Miss C. A. James 1/-; Mrs. R.
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Miss C. J. M. Jones £1 15s. 6d.; Mr. A E. Hitchens 1/6; Mrs. M.
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EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE.

From Eastbourne: "I find the MagaZine most cheering in these tragic
days."

From Kent: "How comforting is the Gospel Magazine in these days
of trouble."

From the Midlands: .. Many thanks for your Notes on the Lord's
Supper."

From AstIey: "How quickly the Lord is gathering Home many readers
of the Gospel Magazine. Mrs. A. Smith. of Old Colwyn. and an old
hearer of the beloved Dr. Hewlett, has been taken Home in her lOOth
year."

EDITORIAL.

Received by the Editor. with many thanks :-Mrs. Deeley; Rev. R. B.
Pearce; Mr. J. H. Rose; Mr. J. C. Dennis; Mrs. J. Mann; Miss E. A.
Houghton; Mrs. Wonham; Mrs. J. Grimwood; Mrs. M. H. Wakeley:
Mr. G. Williams; Mr. P. Wakeley; Miss R. Cowell; Rev. H. B. Hayes:
Mr. A. Cooper; Mr. W. F. Fayer; Rev. T. Pittaway; Miss A. Parkinson:
Mrs. A. E. Hitchens; Miss S. A. Mills; Miss J. Alexander; Sister May;
Mr. E. J. Pounds; Mr. H. F. Stevens; Dr. L. M. Houghton,
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THE PRE-EM"I ENCE OF CHRIST, Expository Addresses on the
Epistle to the Hebrews. By the late Pastor J ames Stephens,
M.A. pp. 223. Price 8/6.

(From PASTOR ]. WILMOT, Highgate Road Chapel, London,
N.W.5):-

The esteemed author of these Expositions was minister of the
United Presbyterian Church, Berwick from 1871, Colleague to Dr.
Adolph Saphir, otting Hill, 1876-1877, Pastor, Highgate Road
Baptist Church, 1878-1923, Pastor-Emeritus, 1923-1932.

In consequence of Downgrade Teaching he left the Baptist Union
even before Spurgeon left it.

He delivered these 48 Expository addresses on the Epistle to the
Hebrews between November 1914 and July 1916 to Lord's Day
morning congregations. He always preached without notes, but these
expositions were taken down in shorthand and afterwards rigorously
revised and re-written by his own hand. Being found among his
papers they have been prepared for publication by his esteemed
successor, Pastor J. Wilmot. Mr. J. H. Pizey, one of the esteemed
deacons of the Chapel, and one who heard many of the Expositions,
has written the Foreword. These Expositions are a full and complete
unfolding of the whole Epistle to the Hebrews. We have read them
through with great thankfulness and pleasure. They are marked by
great clearness, fulness. and simplicity. We wish that all ministers
would secure a copy and read it carefully through, and then consult
it when preaching from the Epistle to the Hebrews. All Christians
who value the old Evangelical theoIogjJ, would do well to obtain a
copy of these excellent E.xpositions and then to read the whole volume
through. We warmly commend it.

PLAYING WITH FIRE. By B. M. W. Grautoff. pp. 148.
Price 3/-. (Protestant Truth Society, 28 Queen Victoria
Street, London, E.C.4).

This is a new story warning against the danger on the part of
Protestant parents of sending their children to be educated in Roman
Catholic convents. It also illustrates the danger of Protestant parents
allowing their children to pay visits to the homes of Roman Catholics.
The craft and subtlety and deceit of Romanists are here exposed.
Parents cannot be too careful as to the companionships which they
allow their children to form.

OUGHT I TO SEND My CHILD TO A CONVENT SCHOOL? By the
Rev. W. H. Benbow. pp. 16. Price 4d. post free.

This is an ably-written pamphlet showing the spiritual danger of
Protestant parents sending their children to a convent school.
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104 Talks with Young People

By the late

Mrs. E. A. HOUGHTON

Price 2{9 post free.

B. S. Taylor, Gospel Magazine Office,
69, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.

GROIVE CHAPEL, Camberwell Grove, SE. God willing, the J24th

ANNIVERSARY SERVICES will be held as foJlows: Lord's Day,
July 18~ 1943. Services: 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Preacher::Mr. H.
MODRE. Tuesday, July 20th. 7 a.m., Prayer Meeting; 11 a.m.,
Sermon, Rev. J. W. ROWLANDS; 3.30 p.m., Sermon, Rev. R. H.
TALBOT, BD.; 5 p.m., Tea in the Schoolroom ; 6.30 p.m., Sermon,
Rev. R. H. TALBOT, BD. CoJlections for General Fund. Trains
to Denmark Hill Station. Buses to CamberweJl Green. Trams to Grove
Lane. Donations gratefuJly received by Mr. W. J. LATHAM. 14,
Liphook Crescent, Horniman Gardens, Forest Hill, S.E.23.

THE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of
special gravity and pressing need, we turn to our kind supporters, and

to others who have not previously helped us, for a special effort on behalf
of our poor friends, who during this dreadful War are placed in a much
more trying position than usual. We have about 125 of them on our
books. They have so much appreciated your kind help in former years
and we plead for the necessary means to cheer and comfort their hearts
and confirm them in the faithfulness of their Covenant God. The
COMMITTEE. Hon. Sec., A. C. LEWlN, 29, Southhridge Road,
Croydon, Surrey.

BENJAMlN WILLS NEWTON. Propositions for the Solemn Con-
sideration of Christians, Fourth Edition, Price 3d. Reflections on the

Character and Spread of Spiritualism, Price Is. Remarks on a Book
entitled, "Natural Law in the Spiritual World," by Henry Drummond,
F.G.S., Price Is. 9d. Remarks on a Tract entitled" Justification in a Risen
Christ," Second Edition, Price 3d. Dr. S. P. TregeJles, LL.D., Dr. C. Y.
Biss, Mr. David Baron, and others kept in stock. Free Lending Library
of the same. S. R. COTTEY, "Downside," Offington Lane, Worthing.


