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If \Vha comforteth us in .11 our tribulation, that we may be able to corn fort them
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted

of God."-2 CORIt\TIIIANS i. 4.

THE RENT VEIL.

.. And. behold, the veil of the temple Was rent i/1 twain fi'om'
the top to the bottom. "-Matthew xxvii. 51.

THE veil of the temple was a large curtain which eparated the holy
place from the most hol.J(. We first read of it in connection with
the erection of the Tabernacle in the Wilderness (Exod. xxvi. 31-33).
A similar veil was hung in Solomon's temple (II Cnron. xiii. 14).
No doubt the temple of Zerubbabel had a veil also. It needs to be
remembered that both Tabernacle and Temple had but two compart
ments, one called the Holy Place and the other the Most Holy Place.
A veil or curtain s~parated the one from the other. It was this veil
which was rent in twain.

Our Lord was hanging on the cross. About the ninth hour He
cried, .. My God, My God, Why hast Thou forsaken Me?"
(Matt. xxvii. 46). Then He cried again with a loud voice... It is
finished," and .. He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost"
(John xix. 30; Matthew xxvii. 50). Then we read, .. Behold, 'the
veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom."

This striking fact is recorded doubtless to teach us some important
Gospel truths. For our instruction let ~s consider, in dependence
upon the Spirit's guidance and teaching, what are some of the Gospel
truths suggested by the rent veil.

1. First, the rent veil tC!<lches us that the wa:y i/1to the holiest is n.oW
manifest and ol/Jen.

The most holy place contained the ark of the covenant. The ark
was so called, because it contained the two tables of the covenant,
the Decalogue or Ten Commandments. Covering the ark was the
mercy~seat, and rising out of the mercy-seat were the two Cherubim.
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Jehovah's presence was manifested between the Cherubim. Hence
the Psalmist says, .. 0 Thou that dwellest between the Cherubims
shine forth" (Psalm lxxxviii. 1). .. There I will meet with thee,"
said the Lord to Moses, .. and I will commune with thee from above
the mercy seat, from between the two cperubims which are upon the
ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in command
!Jlent unto the children of Israel" (Exod. xxv. 22). .. I will
appea~ in the cloud upon the mercy seat" (Leviticus xvi. 2).

In reference to the hoiy and the most holy place we read, .. The
priests went always into the first tabernacle (i.e. the holy place)
accomplishing the service of God. But into the second (the most
holy place) went the high priest alone once ever]l ]lear, not without
blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people:
the Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all
was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle (or holy
pla<;e) was yet standing."

rrhe entrance into the most holy place by the High Priest alone
once every year was on the day of atonement, when he sprinkled
upon and before the mercy-seat seven times the blood of a bullock
and the blood of a goat. All this was a figure for the time then
present. It pointed to our. great High Priest and the offering of His
OWn blood for the sins of His people. Hence we read, .. Christ
being come a High Priest of good things to come, by a greater and
more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, th~t is to say, not of
this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His
Own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained
etemalredemption for us." Not" into the holy places made with
hands" ·did He enter, .. which are the figures of the true; but into
heavCi11 itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us" (see
Heb. ix. 1-12, 24). The most holy place was a type of heaven.
the place where God dwells, the place to which the, sinner needs open
access in order that he may approach God for mercy and grace.
None of the Israelites, however, was permitted to enter either the
holy or the most holy place. Only the priests could enter the former.
and the high priest the latter, and he only once a year.

Direct access to God was therefore not yet manifest, but when
Christ died and offered Hi~ Own blood as a sacrifice for sin, as the
substitute of His people; the veil of the temple was rent in twain,
making the way into the holiest fully manifest and open. As a result
not only Christ, our great High Priest. has entered into the very
presence of God, but all His believing people without exception may
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now enter the holy place of heaven. All His people have direct
access to the God of all grace and mercy. Hence we read the
precious words, .. Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which
He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His
<flesh; and having an High Priest over the house of God; let us
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith" (Heb. x.
19~22).

Thus.. the way to God is now fully open and believers are exhorted
to .. come boldly unto the throne of grace, that they may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. iv. 16).

2. Secondly, the rent veil teaches us that the IlIa}) into the holiest is
open b}) means of the blood of Jesus .

.. By His Own blood He entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption." The sins of His people were
laid -upon Him, put down to His account, but He put them away
by the sacrifice of Himself. That sacrifice was once offered -to bear
the sins of many. It was an -efficacious sacrifice. .. It was not
possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins."

., .. But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever,
sat down on the right hand of God." The work was finished
and efficacious. .. For by one offering He hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified." Qn the ground of that sacrifiC'e God says
of His people, )' Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.

ow where remission of these -is, there is no more offering for sin"
(see Hebrews ix. 12, 28; x. 4, 12, 14, 17, 18).

Thus .. through Him we have access by one Spirit unto the Father"
(Ephes. ii. 18), and He is able to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by Him (see Heb. vii. 25). What an infinite mercy
this is. The vilest sinner may come direct to God, against Whom
he has sinned, and our great Hign Priest will so to speak introduce
him to His Father as one of ' those He has redeemed by His precious
blood. Christ is the door, and by Him if any man enter in, he
shall be saved. Any man who approaches the Father through the
blood of the Son, is sure of a welcome. Such a man shall certainly
-experience God's rich mercy and His abundant pardon.

Entrance into the holiest is needed every day by every believer.
We are always in need of mercy and grace and through His blood
alone we may enter the holiest. We have the great and unspeakable
privilege of drawing near to the throne of grace. The eyes of Him
Who sits on that throne are over >His people in every part of the
earth, and His ears are open to their prayers. They are encouraged
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to pray always and about everything. .. He will fulfil the desire of
them that fear Him: He also will hear their cry, and will save them"
(Ps~}m cxlv. 19).

.. Behold the throne of grace!
The' promise calls me near;

There Jesus shows a smiling face,
And waits to answer prayer.

.. That rich atoning blood,
Which sprinkled ~ound I see,

Provides for those who come to God
An all-prevailing plea.

.. My soul, ask what thou wilt,
Thou canst not be too bold;

Since His Own blood for thee He spilt,
-What else can He withhold?

.. Beyond thy utmost wants '
His love and power can bless;

To praying souls He always grants
More t,han they can express." (John Newton).

3. Thirdly, the rent veil teaches us that the wa'y into the holiest IS

opened b'y the power and grace of God.

The veil of the temple was rent from the top to the bottom, not
from the bottom to the top. A human hand would have rent it
from the bottom to the top. Divine power rent it from the top to the
bottom. The rending of the veil was evidently a supernatural act.
God, by His power and His grace, thus indicated that the way to
His throne of grace was now fully manifest. Every barrier was
removed. Through the blood-shedding of His dear Son there is now
full, free and manifest access to God for pardon and peace to every
penitent and believing sinner. God, out 'of infinite love to His people,
sent His eternal and well-beloved Son to be the propitiation for their
sins, and Christ, having redeemed them with His precious blood from
the curse of the law, they can now enter the holiest; and obtain the
full. free, and everlasting forgiveness of all their sins. Let us then'
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith. .. The blood
of Jesus Christ His Son c1eanseth us from all sin" (I John i. 7).

4. Fourthly, the rent veil teaches us that the wa'y into the holiesf is
open to all believers.

In Old Testament times the way into the holiest was open only
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to the High Priest, and to him only once a year. Now the way IS

open to all believers without exception. .. Having therefore, brethren,
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus." That is
really now our privilege. It is the privilege of all the brethren.
It is the privilege of all the children of God. It IS

a privilege now theirs. It is a privilege appertaining to
all believers. It is equally their privilege. They may not be equal
in earthly wealth, earthly position, earthly attainments. But they
have all obtained like precious faith in the righteousness of our
God and Saviour. Hence it is graciously said, .. Let us draw near
with a true heart in full assurance of faith." Let us draw near
when we rise in the morning. Let us draw near when we retire
at night. Let us draw near always. Let us draw near in regard
to everything. Let us draw near boldly, without timidity. It is
our Father into Whose presence we come. It is our Saviour' Who
died for us, Who is there to introduce us. It is the Holy Ghost
Who enables us to draw near. Through our one and only Mediator
we have access by one Spirit unto the Father.

Do you need mercy? It is in the Holiest that mercy is. obtainable.
Do you need grace and strength? In the Holiest alone is grace
found. .. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."

Christ, our Forerunner, has already entered the Holiest and His
presence there is the pledge that all His people will eventually 'enter
there in resurrection glory (Heb. vi. 19, 20).

5. Lastly, the rent veil teaches us that the way into the holiest is
open always.

God has never sewn up the veil which He rent when His' dear
Son died on the cross. Access into the Holiest is now permanently
available. It is available at home and abroad. It is available on
sea and on land. It is available in war and in peace, in storm and
in calm. It is available in the darkness of night; and at noon
when the sun shines in full splendour. It is available in the office,
the school, and the shop. It is available on the farm and in the
factory. It is available in prisons and in internment camps. We
may be shut off from many earthly comforts, and from communi
cation with earthly friends or relatives, but nothing can block the way
into the Holiest. Nothing can shut off intercourse with God.
Always, at all seasons and in all places, and at all times, the
redeemed people of God have the unspeakable privilege of entering
the Holiest by the blood' of Jesus.
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.. 0 enter then His gates with praise,
Approach with joy His courts unto:

Praise, laud, and bless His name always,
F or it is seemly so to do.

.. For why? the Lord our God is good,
His mercy is for ever sure;

His truth at all times firmly stood,
And shall from age to age endure! ..

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynrr.

THE E.onoR
(Thomas Houghton).

LADY SNOWDEN AND THE WIRELESS.

The Friendl}} Companion draws attention to some solemn words of
Lady Snowden in reference to Wireless programmes. Speaking at
Cambridge she said: "I do not believe that the taste of the people
of this country is as low as some of the things the B.B.C. suggest.
In the six years that I was a governor it was absolutely impossible
for the filthy stuff now broadcast to get on the air. . .' My view
is that the low tone of some parts of these programmes menaces the
standards of our young people to-day. I object to making marital
unfaithfulness a joke, to advertising constantly the habit of drinking,
to -the general looseness of some of the material broadcast. . '. . .
When I think of the tremendous responsibility which the young people
of to-day will have to bear after the war I feel that the great medium
of the radio should be used to lift them up rather than to lower
their standards of thought."

This exposure by Lady Snowden of the moral evils connected with
some of the wireless programmes should specially be noted by
Christian heads of households. The awful evils of the times in
which we live are a loud call to the Lord's true people to manifest
more fully that though they are in the world, they are not of it.

" Ye are saved by grace. It is true, God requires faith, it is
through faith; but He Who requires that, gives it" too: that is not
of yourselves, it is the gift of God (Ephes. ii. 8). . . . .. It is as
impossible for us of ourselves to believe, as to do. This, then, is
that which makes it all grace from beginning to end, that God not
only saves upon believing, but gives believing itself. Christ is called
not only the ". Author and Finisher" of our salvation, but even "of
our faith" (Heb. xii. 2).-Archbishop Leighton.•

/



The Gospel Magazine' 295

AND NOT FORSAKEN

Sought out, A ciiJ) not forsa/ren.:'

SOUGHT OUT

" Thou, shalU be called,
-Isaiah lxii. 12.

THESE are two out of four descriptions of God's people which occur
in this verse. "They shall call them, The holy people, The
redeemed of the Lord: and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city
not forsaken."

In our issue for March-April we dealt· with the first two of these
descriptions, and we showed that they primarily described God's
ancient people, when they are brought, through infinite grace, to
experience the blessings of the new Covenant. But these descriptions
also describe all the Israel of God, and with that thought in our
minds let us consider the' two descriptions of the people of God
mentioned in the passage at the head of these WaJ)side N oles.
I. First, the Lord's people are a sought oul people.

They had all wandered from God. When convicted of sin by
the Holy Ghost the language of their hearts is, "All we like sheep
have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way"
(Isaiah liii. 6). When Adam fell all his posterity fef1 with him.
They all, so to speak, wandered away from God, and we who are
alive to-day, were born astray from God. We were shapen in
iniquity and conceived in sin. "The wicked are estranged from
the womb: they' go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies"
(psalm lviii. 3). Little infants soon display that they have an evil
nature within them, which is enmity against God, and is not subject
to His law, neither indeed can be (see Romans viii. 7, 8). The
Apostle Peter, addressing those who through infinite grace had
returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls, says, "Ye were
as sheep going astray." That was their condition. They were
.. going astray," and if left to themselves, they would have 'wandered
further and further away from God. Hence our Lord describes them
as .. lost." .. The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that
which is lost" (Luke xix. 10).

John Newton, describing his own experience, wrote:
.. Amazing grace! (how sweet the sound!)

That saved a wretch .like me!
I once was lo~t, but now am found;

Was blind, but now I see! ..

Instead of walking in God's way, we, by nature, "have turned

I .'
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everyone to his own way," the way of transgressor;, the way that
leadeth to destruction.

Having wandered from God we need to be sought for. A godly
farmer told us once that if a sheep wanders away from the fold,
he cannot find his way.back. He must be sought for. Certainly
the sinner is unable of himself to come back from his wanderings.
" No man," says our Lord, .. can come to Me, except the Father
which hath sent Me draw him" (John vi. 44). Divine power and
influence must bring the lost sheep to the Shepherd. Our Lord
illustrates His Own action in bringing the sheep back by a parable.
If a shepherd loses one of his sheep he ./ goes after that which is lost,
until he finds it." He does not give up the search until he finds it.
Then, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. He carries the sheep
back to the fold, and calls his friends and neighbours together and
says, .. Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was
lost" (Luke xv. 4-6). What an infinite mercy that Christ is not
content without all His sheep. The sheep belong to Him. The
Father gave them to Him, and He says of the Gentile portion of His
flock, .. Other sheep I have, which are not of this (Jewish) fold:
them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice; and there
shall be One fold (flock), and one Shepherd." He intends to bring
them all. He intends to seek for them and bring them. He
declares that they shall hear His voice, and the whole company shall
form one flock under one Shepherd.

They all hear His voice eventually and follow' Him. To them
all He gives eternal life, .. and they shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of His hand" (see John x. 16, 27-29).
Here we have the grand truth that the good Shepherd makes Himself
responsible for the eternal salvation of all His sheep. Not one shall
be missing. He will not be content till they are all in the heavenly
fold. He shall thus see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied.
The life which He gives them is due to His substitutionary death.
He laid down His life for the sheep, and thus redeemed them from
the merited curse of the law.

Thus they are a sought-out people. They sing:
.. Jesus sought me when a stranger,

Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,

Interposed His precious blood."

We remember. reading of a clergyman, a Cambridge senior
wrangler, who could never sing the lines of that hymn without tears
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in his eyes. He was so impressed with the grace and mercy of the
'great Shepherd in seeking and finding him.

2. Secondly, the Lord's people will be !mown as a people "not
forsaken ...

This is true of God's ancient people. They are suffering terribly
for their past sins, and it might seem as if God had for ever forsaken
them. But He says, " For a small moment have I forsaken thee;
but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid
My face from thee for a moment; but with everl~sting kindness will
I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer. . " For the
mountains shall depart; and the hills be removed; but My kindness
shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of My peace

~ be removed, saith the Lord That hath mercy on fhee." (Isaiah liv.
:;, 8, 10).

The work of redemption proves that the Lord has not forsaken
His people.

He promised the advent of th~ Redeemer in the garden of Eden,
but He allowed four thousand years to elapse before He fulfilled

- His promise. Then, when the fulness of the time was come, He
sent forth His Son to redeem His people. Then it was that He
demonstrated His eternal love to them, by sending His Son to be the
propitiation for their sins. He never forgot them. Their names
were all in the Lamb's book of life, and eventually Christ actually
redeemed them, by His blood, from the curse of the law.

The work of regeneration proves the Lord has not forsaken-them.

They were dead in trespasses and sins. They were on the way
to hell. TlJ.ey had no desire and no power to enter the narrow way.
" But God, Who is rich in mercy, for this great love wherewith He
loved them, even when they were dead in sins quickened them together
with -Christ." and saved them by His grace. He appeared on the
scene and, by His Spirit, He regen~rate~ them. ~He gave them a
new heart, convicted them of sin, and revealed Christ to their souls
as their holy Substitute and Redeemer. Then, they went.9n their way
reJOlcmg.

The assurances of God's Word prove that He has not forsaken
them.

One of His aged saint5 wrote, "I have been young, and now
am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed /
begging bread" (Psalm xxxvii. 25).

The prophet Samuel wrote, "The Lord will not forsake His
people for His great name's sake: because it hath pleased the Lord
to make you His people" (I Samuel xii. 22).
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The inspired Psalmist says, .. The Lord will not cast off His
people, neither will He forsake His inheritance" (Psalm xciv. 14).

Beware then of doubting the testimony of His Word as to His
unchangeable faithfulness. He says, .. Sing, 0 heavens; and be
joyful, 0 earth; and break forth into singing, 0 mountains: for the'
Lord hath comforted His people, and will have mercy upon His
afflicted." That is what the Lord says. He cannot have forsaken
His people whom He hath comforted. But what may their
unbelieving hearts say in reply? They say, .. The Lord hath for.saken
me, and my Lord hath forgotten me." But what tender words
does the Lord utter in reply. He says, .. Can a woman forget her
sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her
womb? Yea, they may forget, }Jet will 1 not forget thee" (Isaiah
xlix. 13-15).

Dare you doubt such g-racious, tender, and loving words?
Remember" He hath said, 1 will never leave thee, nor forsalee thee"
(Heb. xiii. 5). .

Rest assured, then, that if thou art one of His sanctified,
redeemed, and sought-out people, thou art also numbered amongst
the people whom H~ will never leav nor forsake. In effect He '
says to all His redeemed:

.. Mine is an unchanging love,
Higher than the heights above,
Deeper than the depths beneath,
True and faithful, strong as death."

THE EDITOR.

I

:rHE WIRELESS, A D HATLESS GIRLS.

On Sunday afternoon, A'pril 23rd, 1944, a vicar stood at the door --
as his Sabbath School children were leaving. He noticed one 9f
the girls without a hat. .. Where is your hat? " he said: .. tt's at
home." .. Well, the Bible teaches us that females should have their
heads covered when praying." • 0, but," said another girl, .. the
wireless said we need not wear hats." .. Yes," said the Vicar, .. the
two Archbishops said _women need not wear hats. But God says
they should do so, and we should listen to God, before either the
Archbishops or the wireless."

What a terrible power for evil the wireless may prove to be.
What a loud call there is in these evil days for Christians to give
diligent and courageous heed to the doctrines and precepts of the
Word of the living God.
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WELLSPRI CS.

.. This then is the message whioh we have heard of him; and'
declare unto you, that God is light, and in him IS no

\ dar/mess at all."-I John i. 5.

THE above ,~ords have doubtless been' the stay and comfort not once
nor twice of many of God's children during these dark and dangerous
and depressing days and nights of war. The tender Holy Comforter

.has ofttimes chased depressing thoughts from getting a settled hold,
and enabled the soul to look up to her safe, sure anchorage, where
the God of her talvation and Saviour from eivl dwells, and
Who is to His redeemed Church her .. everlasting light," with
Whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning" (James i. 17).

What wonderful lessons He, our faithful Guardian and Keeper,
has to teach us in these days! How His all-wise dealings have
been to wean us from earth, and to teach the soul to lean wholly
upon Him, Who not only cares, but is able to keep, succour, relieve,
and deliver.

Has not .. little faith," -though so sorely tried, been strengthened
and taught to look away from all else to Him, Who is the alone
Helper and Deliverer, and sing to herself with dear T oplady :

.. When we i; darkness walk, nor feel the heavenly flame,
Then is the time to trust our God and lean upon His name."

There are times, as every reader of this meditation. will confirm,
when we have our seasons of spiritual soul darkness, and we may
expect them as long as we are in the body. The mercy for yot,! and
me, beloved, is that they come, yea are sent by the God of love
to wean us from earth, humble and prove us. We see it all
through the Word of God in Old and ew Testament histories of·
saints. oah, walking with God amidst scoffers and unbelievers in
those long years, went on building the Ark, a~cording to Divine
command, and patiently enduring. Moses, the Lord's meek servant
too, leading a stiff-necked and rebellious, provoking people in their
wildnerness marchings. Joseph's long days and nights, too, of
darkness, until the time came for the Lord's deliverance and exalt
ation of His dear servant from prison cell to next to Pharoah on
the throne.

We might refer to David, Job, Daniel, Hezekiah, Peter, Paul,
and the beloved and aged John in Patrnos, but these few names
will suggest food for meditation to the reader. How varied the
ways of the Lord are in His dealings with His people, but always
in perfect wisdom and perfect love. • In His own time and way
He proves to all His people how .. with Him:' had been .. no
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darkness at all," when they perhaps were thinking it so dense and
thick they would never get out of it! Oh! the mucy that .. our
thoughts are not as His thoughts nor our ways as His ways," •
beloved reader! He sees into all our darkness of indwelling sin.
and corruption, the proneness of the heart to every evil,
that Jl1 us-that is in our .flesh-is no good thing." And
that is why our gracious God permits these seasons of darkness to
teach us what is ·in us, and what could break forth frQm us, unless
checked by Him, and in these humbling, blessed .. afterward "
lessons we are taught, little by little, to look away from self and
lean wholly upon Him, Who is the true and only light of our
pathway Home. It leads us to the only plea and hope, even ilL
the precious atoning, all-prevailing blood, the only cleansing
power and the only hope of access to Him, \Vho is .. The Light
of the world." It is often that thus, .. The sweetest discoveries of
God are ushered in with darkest of nights. God's visits are ordinarily
like the break of day upon the back of a dark might" (Psalm xxx. 6.)
As it was literally in the dark night that God visited ]acob here,
so you will readily see what a dark night of trouble, distress and
perplexity ]acob was in when he met with God at Peniel, and
wrestled with the angel and prevailed at • the breaking of the day'
. . . . and you who are in a dark night of fear and distress, may be
encouraged to wait and wrestle on like him, for the Lord readily

- ushers in the manifestations of Himself with the darkest of your
nights" (Ralph Erskine). Oh! you and I have too often thought
our mountain stood strong and have grown careless, - and with pride
uplifted in self-complacency. But wait awhile and what happens?
.. Thou hidest Thy face and I am troubled." We are thus put to
the test, and then to teach us that .. pride and self must fall, and
] esus Christ be All in All."

Perhaps it may be a dark night experience with you, dear reader
(for- the Church of God is called upon to travel most by night).
The Christian is seldom long at ease. It may be that you are
suddenly and are so unexpectedly plunged into .. affliction's thorny
maze," and the intricacies of the path are quite beyond your
calculation and unravelling. .. A frowning Providence" hangs as
a black cloud over you, and your heart and mind are exercised as
to what it all means, and where the scene will end. The words of
Psalm 138, 7 and 8, were given the writer recently when under
a solemn and sudden and painful dispensation. Oh! how the
words stilled the anxious heart and quieted the distressed spirit!
.. God, even our oWn God," would not now leave His aged servant
after a long life of mercies, forgiveness and blessings, and tender
providences, but His own hand would work out every thread of this
mysterious dealing and His right hand would save me. Above the
waves of my sto~my sea, the soul reached forth and longed for
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spiritual salvation from graceless fears, cares and disquietudes for
the coming days, which are as much in His power and keeping as all
my past have been. It wa~ as a bolt from the blue, a star of light
in my dark night of trouble, and a tender, gracious reminder once
again, that my .. God dwelleth in the light and with Him is no
dar/mess at all." Oh! children of God, He sees into every moment
of your and my lives! All our present and future is planned out
by Him Whose name and nature is love. To contingencies, no
failures, no after-thoughts. .. All must come,and last, and end,
as shall please my heavenly Friend." Then," bless the Lord,
o my soul . . . . Who maketh the clouds His chariot and walketh
upon the wings of the wind." He in your present affliction is ruling
the angry ,waves of your stormy -sea and in His own time will, by
His gracious, all-saving presence, speak His .. Peace, be still ! ..

I have thought how marvellously and mercifully exemplified were
the words of our text in connection with that solemn event in Egypt
when, by divine decree, the destroying angel was to pass every house
with his death warrant; but with that wondrous exception of magni
fied mercy and deliverance, that not one inmate upon the lintels of
whose door the prescribed blood was to have been sprinkled, suffered
death. It was indeed the Lord's passover. There was no darkness
with Him, and no deterrent in that darkness which in its density and
thickness, could be .. felt" by the Egyptians, from which His
almighty succour and deliverance could deliver them upon whom was
that mark! It was ]ehovah's token of mercy and life, with which
and through which His o~iscience could penetrate and save!

Oh! children of God, Church of the first born, are you looking
forth as the moon (the moon would be at its full on the night of
that Passover) in faith at the besprinkled blood in your night of
darkness, and are you seen as the Church redeemed is seen in the
song, in holy and glad expectation, in spite of all the travail and
sorrow of this .. season," appointed you of your God in your
pilgrimage journeying hence, looking forth as the morning, fair' as
the moon, clear as the sun, I and terrible as an army with banners ?

Are you recounting His faithfulness in past deliverances and
-encouraging your hearts at the unchangeableness of His character
or word?

All these nights of our darkness in experience as we are travelling
Home to our God, are soon to be left behind; whilst before us lies
the City of our Cod, and whither He is briDging all His ransomed
to share with Him His glory, where in that City is no night, no
darkness, .. no need of candle, neither light of the sun, for the
Lord God glveth them light." AJI our darkness then for ever past!
The last moment of soul darkness, unbelief, coldness of love, guilty
departures from Him, lonely hours of fears in our night experiences,
for ever past. .. God thine everlasting Light, and the days of Thy
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mournmg ended." .. With Christ," for ever shut in, in that Home
of ineffable light, without the shadow of cloud or change. Jesus
all the glory there, and His redeemed never ceasing nor wearying

. of singing their Hallelujahs to that all~worthy One !

We cannot close this meditation without referring in solemn con
templation to that darkness which was' at once so solemn and awful,
sent from heaven's high throne, during those last three hours of our
dying Saviour and Surety's blameless, sinless life on earth, when
undergoing, as He was, that death of deaths upon the ignominous
cross for the redemption of His people. His Father's face hidden
from Him! The agony of that cry from the sinless victim, .. My
Cod, My Cod, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" Then that ring of
triumph, .. It is finished." The sins of all His elect atoned for,
and once and forever put away by the sacrifice of thJ.r blameless
Surety! The righteous, holy Cod could not look upon sin. His
beloved Son must bear that awful hiding of Hi& Father's face,
whilst He was enduring the curse due to his people. All nature
was convulsed, .. the earth did quake and the rocks rent." The
Jewish ritual once and for ever abolished by the rending of the
veil in the temple, .. from the top to the bottom," the graves of
the sleeping saints opened and many bodies of those sleeping saints
awakened and arising, went into the Holy City after Jesus' resur
rection. Then, the darkness spiritual for ever past, and the true
Light for ever to shine in meridian glory, all because Christ hath done

'the mighty work of salvation. He· can die no more, and on high
whither He has gone, He has declared, .. Because I live, ye shall
live also." There, in that ineffabie, unsullied glory,/ all . the darkness
of sin is for ever blotted out, and God is the everlasting light and
glory of thaf multitude which no man can number, who are there
because redeemed by the precious blood of His well-beloved Son.
.. This then is the message which we have heard of Him, and
declare unto you, that God is light, and in Him is no darkness
at' all." R.

Though I be the vilest sinner that ever came to Him, yet I kn~w
He is more gracious than I am sinful; yea, the more my sin is, the
more glory will it be to His grace to pardon it; it wiiI appear the
richer. Doth not David argue thus, .. For 'T'hy name's sake, 0
Lord, pardon mine' iniquity; for it is great" (Psalm xxv.. 11).
-Archbishop Leighton.

.. FAITH IS the gift of God. And He alone who gives it can
increase it. The Author of the faith is also the finisher of it."
W. ROMAINE.
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~ermon9' anti ~ote!1' of ~ermon6.

THE GOD OF HOPE.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

PART 11.
.. Now the God of hope fill :you with all jo:Y and peace in

believing, that :ye ma:y abound in hope, through the power
of the Hol:y Ghost."-Rom. 15 v. 13.

CHRIST is our Hope. .. When Christ Who is our life shall appear,"
equally true .. When Christ Who is our Hope shall appear," then"
shall we be like Him; .. for we shall see Him," our Hope, .. as .
He is." ot, as I often observe in pas~ing, as we expected to see
Him, not 'as we pictured Him likely to be, but .. we shall see Him
as He is." Ah, the half shall not have been told us of His
perfections, His loveliness, His beauty, His attractiveness, His
altogether loveliness. The Queen of Sheba lost all heart in the
presence of the glories of Solomon's court and presence, and bore
her witness to her astonishment, .. the half was not told me." Ah,
not the eighth has been told us, dear children of God, of Him
and of His preciousness, of His loveliness, of His beauty-not an
eighth, I said, nothing approaching an eighth. Ah, an inconceivably
small measure know we yet of Him, but we shall know even as now
in this time of our imperfection we are perfectly known of Him.
We see now in part, we prophesy-I feel I do-in part. We can
but tell out here a little, and there a little, of His dearness, of His
preciousness, "His loveliness to our hearts, but hereafter these tongues
of ours shall be 'Ioosed in proportion as our hearts shall be enlarged
in Him, and of Him. A sweet grace-this grace of hope; it
lightens our burdens not a little, and it brighten~ our pathway not
a little. Even human hope goes far to strengthen the heart and to
keep the feet steady. A little human hope in times of darkness
goes far to ipduce courage; how much more when this is divine
hope implanted in our poor trembling hearts in the power of the
Holy Ghost. Oh, what strength it affords us to hold on our way
through all the changing scenes of life, and to hold thus to Him
even unto the end. God grants us increase of spiritual hope, this fruit
of the Spirit, more and more.

.. The God of hope fill you," fill :you-there is God's standard
of measurement. He will have the hearts of His people joyful
hearts, hearts full of joy, and then He will do more. "He will enlarge
the hearts themselves, He will increase our capacity to hope. Hope
is a reacting grace, hope superinduces hope, hope quickens hope,
hope enables us to hope more and more unto the end. Abraham
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is a beautiful example of hope, of believing and hoping. What
human difficulties were divinely placed in his path for a season to
try his faith, but in the issue his expectations were fully justified.
God vindic,!-ted His own faithfulness, and He always will. You
need not fear, dear trembling child of God, however dark the present
hour of your experience may be if the living God in Christ be your
Hope. Hold on. You may have to stand still, you may not be
able to take a step forward, either to turn to the right or to the left,
your position is one of standing still, waiting hopefully to see the
salvation of God, and Abraham's God will sooner or later prove ..
Himself to be your God also.

Further, as our text instructs us, It IS the mind of God that His
'dear people should be filled with peace in believing .. through the

. power of the Holy Ghost," joy and peace united, so united together,
divinely united together, as never to be put asunder. Satan
cannot sunder joy and peace when the Holy Chost m
His power implants them in the heart. They are
associated for ever and ever together, .. joy and peace";
they are abiding in happy oneness in the same heart. A heart that
is filled through believing in the promises of a a covenant-keeping
God-that heart will indeed rejoice continually and be kept in
perfect peace. God is the Keeper of His people's peace. Christ
the Peace-maker, His, the peace He made. .. He is our peace." He
hath reconciled us whether we be Jew or Gentile by the same pre
cious blood and the same justifying .righteousness. He is our peace.
No wonder therefore, that this prayer should be worded as it is
The God of hope fill you with all peace in believing. That is a
whole Ch,rist formed in the heart .. the Hope of the glory." How
precious the people of God must needs be in His sight. As God
looks down upon believers within these walls to-night, what does'
He behold? He beholds Christ formed in the hearts of His people,
a lovely, a most lovely sight as He beholds it. His eyes are ever
upon Christ in the saints. How imperfectly we apprehend this truth,
occupied too commonly with our daily occupations, forgetting Who
dwells in our hearts, forgetting where the throne of the King is,
forgetting Whose subjects in grace we are. These are our infirm
ities, our sinful infirmities, which we need confess before the Lord
continually. Oh, we need to pray each for himself and each for
others, as the Apostle Paul prayed for those Roman soldiers of Christ,
that the God of hope would be pleased so· to fill with joy and with
peace our hearts believing in the Lord Jesus as that we may abound
in hope and love as those who are partakers of the Heavenly Hope.

The will of God is that His people should not only possess hope
you observe but abound in it. .. We are saved by," or, in, .. hope;
but hope that is seen, is not hope," why should a man hope for
that which' he has? And therefore God's dear people are a people
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who live upon promises; they live upon unfulfilled promises. In
quoting that place out of the Epistle to the Corinthians where the
afflictions of the present time are mentioned as being but for a moment,
as being inconsiderable when weighed over against the eternal weignt
of glory which shall be revealed-the language runs "while we look
not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not see~"
-I have often said that these I take to be the unfulfilled promises
of God. Faith feeds upon the promise as though it were fulfilled.

, Reason, of course, disputes the point; reason only trusts as far as
it can see. Faith handles the unseen, the immaterial and' yet sub
stantial realities of God. While we look then, not at the things which
are seen but at the things which are not seen, for the things which
are seen are but for a while, perishing with the using, but the things
which are not seen, the yet unfulfilled purposes and providences and
promises of our God, these are for ever and ever. And we are
saved in the strength of this hope. We are saved in hope. Hope
is the ,atmosphere in which as spiritual men we live and move and
have our being. What a blessed atmosphere in which thus to live, fo
move, and to have our spiritual being,-breathing hope continually.
Every breath the new man draws in this atmosphere is a further
measure of heavenly, holy, happy hope. And therefore, deaf
children of God, I exhort you -look well to it that your hope is the
expression of the power of the Holy Ghost, 'for ~uch is the sum of
our text: "The God of the hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that ye may abound in th hdpe, through the power of the
Holy Ghost." All true religion and all true religious el}Perience

,are the work of the power of the Holy Ghost. All other religion
that is not of the Spirit and in the Spirit is but wood, hay and
stubble, fuel only for the fire, but our good hope, founded on the
promises, will endure all the opposition through which it will pass.
It will survive. It is the work of the power of the Holy Ghost.
No failure in Him. No failure in the Holy Spirit. He never
yet began with the sinner in' the way of grace and forsook that
sinner, turned aside from favouring that' sinner, forgot that sinner.
Once let the Holy Spirit breathe the breath of life into that sinner,
and 10 ! - that sinner then and there and therefore is a partaker of
everlasting life-everlasting life. The faintest breath of the Spirit,
I repeat, is everlasting life. It is the power of the Holy Ghost.
Lean on Him, the faithful Promiser. "If ye, being evil, know
how to give good gifts unto your children; how much more"
have you ever answered that question ?-" how much more shall
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?"
How much more? If an earthly father answers his child who
asks for bread by giving anything else but bread, is that a natural
father? If ye then, being evil, know how to give, your children
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bread when they supplicate you for it, how much more will not your
heavenly Father give the gift you ask for, even the gift of the
Holy Spirit? Children of God, ask Him more and more to be
filled with the Spirit, and if you be filled with the Spirit ask Him
to enlarge your hear(s that you may enjoy in capacity a still more
blessed and richi measure of the indwelling Spirit in order that
all things may be brought in subjection to His sovereign wi'll,
that He may be in all things honoured. Oh, that these motives of
ours, these actings of this worship of ours, this obedience of ours,
might all be of the operation, the power, of the Holy Spirit. He,
is able~He is able.

LADY HU TI GDO 'S GO VERSION.

The author of The Life an'd Times of Selina, Countess of
H untingdon, writing of the men whom God used in the eighteenth
century' to bring about the great Evangelical Revival, says: .. Nothing'
awakened greater attention to their preaching, than their quitting the
universal habit of reading their sermons from a boole, without any
animation, and addressing extempore discourses to the congregations
where they ministered." - .

.. From motives of curiosity some of the Ladies Hastings (sisters of
Lord Huntingdon) were induced to attend the preaching of ·the first
Methodists (all of whom were Churchmen), and there the Lord met
them with the blessings of His grace. Under this ministry they were
given to see the insufficiency of their own righteousness and the method
of salvation on which they had been resting, and were made willing to
receive the Lord Jesus Christ as the foundation of their hope and trust." .

.. Lady Margaret Hastings was the first who received the truth as
it is in Jesus; and the change effected by the power of 'the Holy
Spirit on her heart soon became visible to all. Considering the
obligations she was under to .the sovereign grace' of God, she felt
herself called upon to seek the salvation of her fellow-creatures, and
the promotion of their best and eternal interests. Next to her own
soul, the salvation of her own family and friends became her care.
She exhorted them faithfully and affectionately, one by one, • to flee
from the wrath to come'; and the Lord, wa~ pleased ,to mak"e her the
honoured instrument of Lady Huntingdon's conversion.

.. Conver ing with Lady Margar'et one day on this subject, Lady
Hun'tingdon was exceedingly struck with a sentiment she uttered,
• that since she had lenoDJn and believed in the Lord Jesus Chrisi.
for life and salvation, she hai:l been as haPPJJ as an angel.' To any
such sensation of happiness, Lady Huntingdon felt that she was, as
yet, an utter stranger. The more she examined herself, and considered
the subject, the more she was convinced of the momentous truth.
This conviction caused many reflections to arise in her mind; and
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beginning also to see her sinfulness and guilt, and the entire corruption
and depravity of her whole nature, her hope of being able to leconcile
herself to God by her own works and deservings, began gradually to
die away. She sought, however, by the most rigorous austerities
to conquer her evil nature, and dispel the distressing thoughts which
continually engrossed her mind. But,' al~s! the more she strove,
the more she saw and felt that all her thoughts, words, and works,
however specious before men, were utterly sinful beforl< Him who is
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity.

, :' A dangerous illness, soon after, brought her to the brink of the
grave, the fear of death fell terribly upon her, and her conscience
was greatly distressed. She now perceived Ibt she had beguiled
herself with prospects of a visionary nature; was entirely blinded to
her own real character; had long placed her happiness in mere
chimeras, and grounded her vain hopes upon imaginary foun?ations.
It was to m> purpose that she reminded herself of the morality of her
conduct. In vain did she recollect the many enconiums that had
been passecl upon her early piety and virtue. Her best 'righteousness
now appeared to be but ' filthy rags' which, so far from justifying
her before God, increased her condemflation. The remorse which
before attended conscience, on account of sin, respected only the
outward actions of her life; but now she saw her heart was ' deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked '-that' all have sinned and
come short of the glory of God'; and that the thoughts of man's
heart are only evil, and that continually. When upon the point of
perishing in her own apprehension, the words of Lady Margaret
returned strongly to her recollection, and she felt an earnest desire,
renouncing every other hope, to cast herself wholly upon Christ for
life and salvation. From her bed she lifted up her heart to her
Saviour, with this important prayer, and immediately all her distress
and fears were removed, and she was filled with peace and joy in
believing.

~' Now the day began to dawn-Jesus, the Sun of Righteousness,
arose, and burst in meridian $plendour on her benighted soul. The
scales fell from her eyes, and opened a passage for the light of life
which sprang in, and death and darkness fled before it. Viewillg
herself as a brand plucked from the burning, she could not but stand
ast~nished at the mighty power of that grace which saved her from·
eternal destruction just when she stood upon its very brink, and raised
her from the gates of hell to the confines of heaven; and the depths
from which she was raised, made the heights which she reached only
the more amazing. She felt the Rock beneath her, and from that
secure position looked with astonishment downward to that horrible pit
from which she was so mercifully delivered-and upwards, in ecstasy, .
to that glory to which she should be' raisecl . .. Her disorder from

/
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that moment took' a favourable turn. She was restored to perfect
health, and, what was better, to newness of life. She determined
thenceforward to pre~ent herself to God, as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable, which she was now convinced was her reasonable
servIce.

.. This mighty change began at her Ladyship's heart, and extended
its salutary influence 10 all the sublime faculties of her mind, and the
whole tenor 9f her outward conversation. Her understanding was
renewed in knowledge. The stubbornness of the will was broken,
and changed into a passive acquiescence in the sovereign will of G19d.

Her conversion,: in which the hand of God was so con
spicuous, was not imaginary, but real. It not only influence,d her
sentiments, but extended to her conduct, and was' productive of the
most salutary effects. . . . A great cloud of witnesses are ready
to testify, that from her earliest acquaintance with the truths of the
Gospel, the venerable and elect Countess of Huntingdon continued,
through every stage of her protracted pilgrimage, to walk worthy of
her high voc,ation, growing in grace, and adorning the doctrine of God
her Saviour in all things."

The narrative goes on t~ tell us that the Earl of Huntingdon
differed from her Ladyship in her new vie.ws, but this did not alter
his affection for her. He, however, recommended her to have a
conversation with Bishop Benson, who had been his Lordship's tutuor,
and with this request she readily complied. The Bishop was sent for,
and he endeavoured to convince her Ladyship of the unnecessary
strictness of her sentiments and conduct. But she pressed him so
hard with Scripture, brought so many arguments from the Articles

- and Homilies, and so plainly and faithfully urged upon him the
awful responsibility of his station under the great Head of the
Church, that his temper was ruffled, and he rose up in haste to
depart, bitterly lamenting that he had ever laid his hands upon
George Whitefield, to whom he attributed the change wrought in her'
Ladyship. .. My Lord," said the 'Countess, .. mark my words:
when you are on your dying bed, that will be one of the few
ordinations you will reflect upon with complacence." The Bishop's
conduct at that solemn ~eason verified her prediction: for whe~ near
his death he sent ten guineas to Mr. Whitefield, as a token of regard

• and veneration, and begged to be remembered by him in his prayers.
The Life and I Times of the Countess of H untingdon, Vo!. 1,'pp.

• 12-18.

.. SALVATION is not a thing of chance, or left to man's will or power,
· but it was contrived by the blessed Trinity in the 'covenant of grace,

and everything belonging to it was perfectly settled."-W. ROMAINE.
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A TIME TO LOSE.

Two friends were in the town shopping the other day, when
they discovered that a mishap had befallen them. Rachel Howard
had lost her precious book- of clothing coupons! She was sure
that before setting out, she had put it carefulfy into her shopping
bag; and now it was gone. Her friend was full of .sympathetic
suggestions, but the only possibility seemed to be that when Rachel
was extricating a package from her bag in the post-office she might
perhaps have pulled out the coupon-book too. Back to the post
office they hurried, and enquired in the department that they had
visited before. All in vain; the attendant behind the counter
shook her head with a look that said plainly, "How could you be
so careless?" Then once more they turned the shoppini/; bag
inside out, and went through all its contents. No; purchases and
purse and identity card were all there, but there was no sign of

.the book with' the orange-red cover. It had vanished entirely.
How very easy it is to lose one's possessions. You may be as

careful as possible, and take all sorts of precautions, and yet have
no certainty against loss. There are special safes made for impor
tant papers and things of value; but thieves may break through
and steal, even carrying off the whole safe. There are strong
rooms with a' secret system of locks and keys said to be proof

.against any burglar; but security then depends upon the honesty
·of officials, and human nature is never wholly dependable. And
even strong-rooms might be wrecked in an air-raid. Or you may
insure against loss: but that only means that you will be paid
money to compensate for your loss, not that the missing article
will be restored. And in Rachel's case, nothing but the return
of the coupons themselves would be of any use to her. When
she vJas visiting Miss Young, she told her of the incident, just
for something to interest her. Ah! said Miss Young, "I don't
think it was at all wise to have the book loose in your bag. See
how I take care of mine !" From some secret place she drew a
leather wallet, in the pocket of which was a case to hold her
identity card and coupon-book. "I always keep them in this
wallet," said Miss Young, "and when I go out I put the wallet
in an ..inside-pocket in my coat. .. " Well," said Rachel, feeling
rebuked, "I have never lost anything from my bag before."
"Haven't you?" said Miss Young. "Why, I have lost this
wallet again and again, once with a lot of money in it; but I
found, it again." Rachel thought privately that evidently not even
the leather wallet was any security against loss.

Security against loss! It seems to me that it is simply not to
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be had. I was looking in the Bible for all the lost things mentioned
there, from Kish's lost asses and the woman's lost piece of silver,
,to the lost sheep of the House of Israel, the lost son in the
parable the loss of ,goods, .the loss of hope, the loss
of life. However careful we are to guard our pre
cious possessions, we .can never be sure that we shall not lose
them. Of course, they may be found. again, after much seeking
it may be; the woman found her missing piece of silver, the

.shepherd found the straying sheep, the father found his lost boy,
and it was to seek and to save the lost that our Saviour came;
and He is always successful in His search for His lost ones, for
it is not until He finds them that He gives up seeking.

But I did find one instance in the Bible of security against
loss. Tliere was one man who said that having been presented
with a gift, he would never lose it, nor any part of it. That
sounds an impossible undertaking, does it not? But then the Man
was Christ Himself, and His- undertakings never fail, for He
really has the power and ability to fulfil them. We might under
take aever to part with a precious gift, always to keep it safe,
but everybody knows -that there is no absolute certainty about such
a promise; loss may occur, however much it may be against our
will. How different it is with our Saviour, the mighty God!
He said that His F atner had made Him a gift, and that of that
gift it was God's will that He should lose nothing. He would
keep it safe and entire for ~lways, and at last ptesent it in its
perfect wholeness to His Father again.

'Phis is the Father's will, that of all which He hath given me
I should lose nothing. The gift of the Father to the Son is the
Church of God, the blessed company of all faithful people; and
of them not one shall be lost. When the Book of Life is opened,
there will be one to answer to every name; not a child' will be
absent from the family, not a sheep missing from the flock. Is
not this a great comfort to the little ones who believe in Him?
Some of us are such poor things; our little flicker of faith and love
is so smaH that it seems as though a breath could put it out.
But if we are among the poor destitute who tremble at His Word,
and who know that there is no hope for them but in Jesus, then
this promise includes us. He holds us in His mighty hand, and
will not let the least of us slip through His fingers at last. .. The
Lord knoweth them that are His." .. They shall be mine, saith
the Lord, in that day when I make up my jewels."

DAMARIS .

.. FAITH is as much the gift of God as is the Saviour upon whom
that faith relies."-C. H. SPURGEON, .. All of Grace," p. 98.
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PAPAL CLAIMS TO POWER

Pope Boniface VIII., in the preamble of a Bull glvmg away
the island of Sardinia, commences, .. Being set above kings and
princes by a divine Pre-eminence of Power, we dispose of them as
we think fit." But the fullest statement of his doctrine concerning
his supremacy is in his celebrated Bull .. Unam Sanctum." In
this he lays down that there is but one Catholic Church, and
of that Church but one head, namely, Christ and Christ's Vicar,
Peter, and his successor. In Peter's power are two swords, the
spiritual and the temporal, each of which is therefore in he power
of the Church. One of these swords must be subject to Ihe other :
the temporal to the spiritual. If, therefore, the earthly power err,
the spiritual will judge it ; but if the spiritual err, God only can set
it right. This authority, not human, but divine, was given by
the divine lips to Peter, and confirmed to him and his successors.
.. Therefore whoso resists this power resists the ordinance of God,
unless, like a Manichaean, he pretends that there are two first prin
cip!es, which we declare 10 be heretical and false. Moreover, we declare
affirm, define, and pronounce that it is absolutely necessary to
salvation that every 4J.uman creature should be subject to the Roman
Pontiff. "

Infallibility of the Church by Profess'or George Salmon, 0.0.,
pp461 , 462.

Note the words, .. It is absolutely necessary to salvation that every
human aeatwoe should be subject fo the Roman. Pontiff."

All therefore who do not submit themsefves to the Pope are
for ever excluded from heaven. This is Romish doctrine-the
doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church.

COMPROMISING WITH ROME.

Under" Protestant Notes" the English Churchman for May 11 th
last says:-

.. I see that at the recent consecration of a new Roman Catholic
Bishop .in Nottingham the service was attended by the Lord Mayor
and Lady Mayoress of ottingham, and that the Church of E.ngland
was .. represented" by the Ven. H. V. T 4rner (Archdeacon of
Nottingham), Canon R. Hawkins and Canon Leeper. The Rev..
Or. S. Goldman, of the Nottingham Hebrew Community, with
Principal T aylor and the Rev. ]. Oobson, of the Free Churches,
also gave' the proceedings the sanction of their presence. Do these
good men really understand the aims of the Papacy in regard to
this Protestant realm?



312 The Gospel Ma'gazlne

"UNDER AUTHORITY."

THE apostle exhorts that, "first of all prayers, intercessions, gIVIng
of thanks be made for all men,--.,for kings and all that are In

authority." An incentive to sIKh exercises is added-" that we may
live a quiet and peacable life in all godliness and honesty." Our
own well-being is bound up with the rule under which we live.
To pray for the ruler is to pray for oneself, e.g. "Pray for the
peace of Jerusalem, they shall prosper that love thee." "Pray for the
peace of Jerusalem, in the peace thereof ye shall have peace." I
have often thought of the tender truth and reality of David's
confession, "I love the Lord because He hath heard my voice and
my supplications." It was not because God was in heaven with its
unspeakaille glory, but· it was because He had bent His ear to the
prayer of the poor and needy, that David's love swelled his grateful
heart. He might pray for himself, or for others. Whatever it was,
God heard and answered, and he felt that the encouragement of the
Lord's goodness would remain with him all his life.

However, to return to 'some of those who ought to be prayed for,
for selfish, if for no other reasons, "those in authority." God has
appointed them to positions which carry care, which require wisdom.
They should. be "men of truth, hating iniqljity." They should.
" know what Israel ought to do." And (not to go into the question
of obedience to God-disho110uring laws) it is ~e duty cif "Israel"
to do it. The powers that be are ordained of God, private powers
as well as public. The Centurion said to Christ that as he had the
authority of the state behind him, his servant was obliged to do his
bidding. What a wonderful plea he used when he addressed the
Lord, "I also am It man under authority." He must have known
whence Christ came, that Jesus of Nazareth of Whom he begged
so great and unusual a favour was the One of Whom the prophet
wrote "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath
anointed Me to all the incomparable works which filled His heart
and hands." The authority of the Father was 'upon the 'Lord.
He did nothing by Himself, the works were given Him to do.
He had to "preach good tidings unto the meek, to bind up the
broken-hearted." It was His Father's business that He was about,
the business that He was about in the Temple, when He was
twelve years old. But the Father's business at that time was that
He should be subject to His parents, should serve and Obey them.
Theirs was a power that was ordained of God, for so long as He
appointed, and until He went forth to suffer under the men in high
places, who took Him and by wicked hands crucified and ~lew Him,
while He said to His Father, "Thy will be done." "This same
Christ" now has all authority in heaven and in earth. His . authority
is maligned, it is withstood, but it remains inviolate, active and never-.
failing of its purpose. At present there is. indeed a storm on the

. /
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lake, for He has let loose His wind. But His judgments are right,
whether upon world, church, or our hearts. At times He makes
His people glad that it is so. They rest for a while in the fact
that all is of Him. This is one of the comforts of the Holy Ghost
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. It is a comfort of
love. With His authority as a possession, they ought to find it not
too hard to do as Peter enjoins, "Yea, all of you be subject one to
another." FOLLOWER-ON.

lIn £@entOtialU.

THE LAiE MISS LIZZIE STARES.

THERE has passed away (in March 1944) yet one more of the
family on earth to enter her Eternal Home. A very precious link
with the Gospel Magazine is broken thereby. I refer to Miss Lizzie
Stares, a great-niece of the late Dr. Doudney. Miss L. Stares was
best known at Lovedean, Horndean, Hants., where for ~any years
she, with her godly mother and sister, lived and laboured in the
Lord in that quiet little hamlet, shedding their gracious influence on
all around them. For over sixty years, I believe, they carried on the
work which had been commenced .after prayer and under the divine
approval. These dear children of God realised the need of the
Gospel to reach those around t~em, and they began by gathering
a few of the children, Sabbath after Sabbath, for instruction in.
Bible truths. Later, when the parents and adults had their mterest
aroused, it became necessary to have a suitable meeting place. The
venture was made, and what had at one time been known as the
blacksmith's shop was purchased and reconstructed into a nice little
Mission Hall. The photograph of this sacred little " Bethel," as it
proved to be to many souls there, was sent me by dear Miss Stares
in later years, and is amongst my reasured possessions. Who can
tell Gf whom it was eternally written "This and that man were
born there"? "We can indeed speak of the Lord's loviilg-kindness
over our little Mission Room," our dear friend once wrote. "It is
His room and He takes care of it. My precious mother began
writing about it in' • Old ]ohnathan,' and the title' The Blacksmith's
Shop,' told· its own story. Had she been spared she could have
had much to go on telling, and to record the love and faithfulness
of our God. One of the little girls, only five years old, in my
class gave me such a nice answer a few Sundays ago. The
question was • Can you tell me what the good Shepherd does for
His sheep?' Her reply was: • He 'always keeps His eye on them,'
which I thought very suggestive."

Our readers will doubtless have connected the subject of this brief
paper with a sweet writing of hers in the Gospel Maga'zine for ]uly-
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August 1942,. when under the signature of "Beth" Miss Stare,
wrote on "Hairbells," her favourite little flower and of how
lovingly she was kept' supplied with them by those who knew her.
fondness for them, and of how a mother who had once been one of
the scholars in that sacred place, with her little girl, a present scho(ar,
called one morning with a bunch of them to cheer our dear friend.
who then had been greatly perturbed thiough enemy action. With
the damage to property, and in old age, it was not deemed advisable
for dear Miss Stares to remain at her loved "Nest," as the family
home was called. The spiritual work was by now being ably carried
on by Mrs. Key and a band of workers, and the little Hnl! was
now attached to the Bethesda Mission Hall in Portsmouth. Thus
the way was smoothed and it became 'poss~b"le for our dear friend
to go and live with her sister, Mrs. Gale, at Winchester, where she
spent the remaining span of her life in peace, and with every loving
1:are bestowed upon her. Her letters were ever the heart-breathings
of a gracious child of God desiring to glorify the God of her
salvation by praise. "I do hope you are keeping well and. being
upheld with His everlasting arms, everlasting love, everlasting kind
ness and everlasting consolation. . I am so sorry for the
Rev. T. Houghton and his family in their bereavement. What a
beautiful testimony for a mother to have left. We know the God
of all grace will comfort their hearts. . .. May you sweetly
realise the presence, companionship, and burning of heart in \valking
and talking with Him. • Abide' with us' is always the desire of
the heart, is it not? . . .. I have so enjoyed the G.M: and read it
over and over again. . .. Another tohn of God's care and special
answer to prayer has come through dear Mr. Houghfon's suggestion
as "to where to give all 6ur bound volumes of G.M. .. " Dear
Miss Key gave us such a comforting message from • Be of good
cheer.' It is wonderful the grace of God given her and she has
four Mission Halls in Portsmouth to look after and the little one here.
So .many of the speakers have been called up or are at work all the
Lord's Day. They fear the evening services here will have to be
given up owing to the darkening order and the dark roads."

" One .little girl," wrote our dear friend in 1940, "of six years,
who comes with her mother to the Women's Meeting, is one of the
fifth generation who have attended the Mission Room. We have
some coming -!o the Sunday School of the third generation. . It often
miikes me happy to hear some, now grandparents, speak so lovingly
of their Sunday School days. They all remember my dearest sister
and the lessons she taught them."

And now that dear sister, who so tenderly cherished and housed
our aged friend in her last years, has been called to part with her
until they meet at Jesus' feet. "I do miss the sweet companionship
and fellowship of my beloved sister," writes Mrs. Gale. " She was
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alw'ays so eager for the best things. I have received nearly 100
letters of sympathy. Dear Lizzie was so much beloved, by all
who knew her. It is sweet to think of her now with her Lord and
Saviour. I am now the last member of our family of ten and must
confess i feel lonely." May 'the God of all comfort draw very near
and cheer dear Mrs. Gale in her solitude, and constantly remind her
that it is but for" a little while," until He come, and with such a
thin vail between.

.. The Church triumphant in Thy love,
Their mighty joys we know;

They sing the Lamb in hymns above,
And we. in hymns below.

Thee, in the glo'rious realms, they praise,
And bow before Thy Throne:

We, in the Kingdom of Thy Grace-
The Kingdoms are but one." (c. Wesley).

"R.t'

lRenie\tH' ann Jaoticeg of· 160ok.s,

WORKMAJ'l A D WARRIOR, by Clement Wileman. pp. 34. price 1/3.
(Clement Wileman, 78. Vivian Avenue, Hendon, London,
N.W.4.).

This booklet is ~escribed as .. a Filial Tribute to the Life and
Ministry of William Wileman." The author is hi; son. It is
illustrated with many portraits and concludes with a number of
selected poems by the late Mr, William Wileman. We ·wish that
the author had avoided using here and th'ere remarks of an unloving
character towards some Christians with whose views and ways he is
not in sympathy. The author himself seems to believe the doctrine
of the atonement held by Count Zinzendorf, and it will come as a
painful surprise to many who knew his father that his son suggests
that his father endorsed the teaching of the verse beginning, .. Lord,
I believe" on page 9. At any rate he belonged to the Strict
Baptists, most of whom would have warmly repudiated the doctrine
held by Count Zinzendorf on the atonement.

His sufferings, then, and His after-glories, are our salvation. His
suffering is the purchase of our salvation, and His glory is our
assurance of it. He as our Head having' triumphed, and being
crowned, makes us likewise sure of victory and triumph.-Archbishop
Leighton.
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GOD AND THE WAR.

By Professor John Murray, M.A. (Professor of Systematic
Theology at Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia).

This war is an evil consequent upon' sin. It is one of the logical
issues of sin. .. From whence come wars and fightings among you?
Come they not hence even of your lusts that war in your members? "

The sinful cause and occasion of war is the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eye, and the pride of life. . .. It surely must be said
that Nazi Germany has' been the main perpetrator of wrong in
plunging the world into the holocaust that is now upon us. And
why did Germ'any descend to such acts of iniquitous aggression?
We cannot explain it on any other ground than that the moral fibre
of the German people had undergone some raaital deterioration.
There must have been an eclipse of those moral principles that guide
just and humane treatment of fellow-men. And when we say moral

'eclipse we must not dissociate that eclipse from its religious source
and basis. This source we must find in departure from the one
living and true God and such departure, in a country like Germany
at least, means departure from the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

We do not need any profound knowledge of history to be able
to discover the source of this departure, and therefore the source of
the moral and spiritual debacle witnessed in that religion 'of blood
and race and soil embodied in the ideology of Nazi Germany. This
source is found in the naturalistic' and destructive criticism of our
Christian faitl'i' that found a ready home and active sponsorship in
German soil. This war is a logical issue of that religion of blood
and soil embraced by German Nazism, and that religion is the
logical outcome of that pseudo-Christianity that is based upon the
denial of the divine authority and finality of Holy Scripture as' the
infallible Word of God. That is the diagnosis I am making bold
to say is the root-cause of the onslaught on decency. justice, liberty,
mercy and truth we have witnessed in the Nazi aggression.

But this indictment is a humiliating one for us. It is only too
obvious that that same pseudo-Christianity and, that same godless
religion that is its child have found in our nations hospitable entertain
ment and sponsorship. It may not have produced in our nations the
same notorious fruits that have been manifest in Nazi Germany. We
should be thankful that some respect for truth and justice has survived
among us. Yet the very same phenomenon is with us and prevalent
among us. Let us painfully know that the virus that has produced
in the Nazi regime those atrocities we severely condemn is a virus that
we also have fostered' and cul'tivated. It is a virus of a pseudo
Christianity that has denied the very foundations upon which the
Christian faith rests.-( God and the War, pp. 9-14).
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.. GIVE GOD A CHANCE."

A CLERGYMAN in a printed message to his parish made the three
following statements:-
.. J. Jesus Christ only can save the world .
.. 2. But He cannot save it alone.
.. 3. He needs our help.

I .. So give God a chance."
We received this printed statement from one of our esteemed

readers, and were deeply grieved on perusing it.
It is quite true that our Lord Jesus Christ alone can save guilty

sinners. He could save the whole world if He chose to do so, but
the Bible reveals that His purpose is not to save the whole world,
but to give eternal life to as many as the Father has gi en Him.
Here are His own words, .. As 'Thou hast given Him POWEr over all
flesh, that He should give eternal life to as man}) as Thou hast given
Him" (John xvii. 2). Of His sheep He says (not of the goats),
.. I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of My hand." Their salvation is
not dependent on mere chance. He says of His sheep, .. Other
sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also 1 must bring,
and they shall hear My voice; and there shall b~ one fold (or flock)
and one Shepherd" (John x. J6, 28).

Our Lord mercifully holds Himself responsible to bring the sheep
from their wanderings. .. Them also I must bring." "He declares •
.. They shall hear My voice."

There is no risk or chance about it. .. As many as were ordained
to etern'al life believed" (Acts xiii. 48). .. Whom He did 'pre
destinate them He also called: and whom He caned, them He also
justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified" (Rom.
viii. 30). All the predestinated will be divinely called, and all the '1
called will be divinely justified, and all the justified will be divinely
glorified. There is no chance or risk in this inspired language.
Christ uses instruments to preach His Gospel which, when heard,
comes in saving power to the chosen objects of His grace and mercy.
There is no chance or risk" about the salvation of His chosen people.
We read .. He shall see of the travail of His soul and be satisfi~d "
(Isaiah liii. J J).

To speak of giving God a chance suggests that He is -dependent
on us to bring about the saIYation of His people. Yet we are
taught that the regeneration of a sinner is wholly independent of
ourselves. They are .. born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
fle~h, nor of the will of man, but of God." .. Of His own will
begat He us with the word of truth" (John i. 13; James i. 18).

We need to acknowledge that God is the sovereign Ruler of the
universe. .. He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His
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hand, or say unto Him what doest Thou ?" He" worketh all
things after the counsel of His own will" (Daniel iv. 35; Eph.esians
i. 11). He does not ask any of His creatures to give Him the
chance of doing His own will, and carrying out His own purposes.
.. His ways," it is true, .. are past finding out," but it ill becomes
us to dare to criticise them.

We need to receive humbly all that He has- revealed although
we may not be able fully to explain it. We may fully depend that
.. the ways of the Lord are right." He is .. righteous in all His
ways, and holy in all His works" (Hosea xiv. 9; Psalm cxlv. I 7).

The Father's will in reference to the salvation of His people is
expressed as follows:-

.. This is the Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all which
He hath given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it I,Ip
again at" the last day. And this is the will of Him that sent Me,
that everyone which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may
have everlasting life: and I will raise him' up at the last day"
(John vi. 39, 40).

SOLEMN FACTS.

The Times of March 7th, 1944, announced the appointment of
three new judges .. to deal with the increasing number of divorce
cases." Divorce cases are thus on the increase. Such cases are
usually or often due to unfaithfulness, showing that marriage does
not in itself prevent immoral conduct.

The Dail)) Telegraph of the same date, said that .. Mr. Vernon
Gathe, prosecuting at the Old Bailey yesterday in a case concerning
parcels stolen from the railway companies, said that last y~ar the
losses on the L.M.S. railway alone were over £ 1,000,000 worth
of property-nearly £3,000 every day."

There is thus an enormous amount of stealing going on, on the
railways.

A third solemn fact is the enormous amount of immorality going on,
even amongst young girls.

Then the newspapers tell us there is a great increase of crime
among children and. young people.

Added to these facts is the increasing desecratiOll of the Sabbath.
Churches and chapels are for the most part empty, and there is a
growing failure to remember to keep holy the Sabbath day. We
think of England as a Christian country, as a land of Bibles, and
a land where God is honoured, but it might be said of a very large
number of our people that .. there is no fear of God before their eyes."
Here is another sentence in the newspaper: .. It is pitiable to see
tired infants waiting in theatre and cinema queues with their parents
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and later being awakened out of an exhausted sleep to scramble
for the last bus."

It might be asked, .. How can parents, who take their children
to cinemas and theatres, expect them to grow up honest, holy and
God-fearing?" There is surely a loud call for parents to realise their
personal responsibility in reference to the spiritual and temporal
well-being of their children.

Can we expect God to prosper our nation if we flout His laws,
and harden our hearts against His Commandments? .. Blessed is
the man that feareth the Lord, that delighteth greatly in His

. commandments" (Psalm cxii. 1). The like blessing is not promised
to the disobedient. We read, .. The curse of the Lord is in the
house of the wicked: but He blesseth the habitation of the just"

• (Proverbs iii. 33).

"PERPLEXED ABOUT GOD'S DECREES."

LET me utter just a word of caution to those who feel perplexed
about God's decrees. Does your nature rise in rebellion against God's
sovereignty? So does mine. The carnal heart· of man says, .. We
will not have this man to reign over us" (Luke xix. 14). But
let me ask you a few questions, similar to those which God asked of
Job, that we may apprehend our own insign'ificance. Why were
you born in England instead of in the heart of Africa? . .. Did
you have any choice in that matter? Where were you when God
decreed your manner of entry into this world? Why were you
brought up to attend the ministry of God's Word, instead of being
shut up in a convent, or taken on the Lord's day to the door of the
public house? Did you 'control this appointment? And if, .perchance,
you were not brought up in the nurture and' admonition of the Lord,
how came it about that you now reverence His name? Did :you
work the wheels of providence which brought to you the knowledge
of God's grace and salvation? And why was it that that friend of
yours was killed in an accident while you have been preserved in
apparently much greater danger? Is any credit for this due to you?
-(Sovereign Grace, etc., p. 16, by Mr. J~mes Payne).

EDITORIAL.
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S..Wright; .. Bristol"; Miss M. Gale; Mr. E. J. Pounds; Miss A.
Parkinson; Miss L. A. LocK; Miss Hamer; Mr. E. Clark: Miss J.
Goodall; Mr. H. Simmonds; Mrs. R: Popham; Mr. John H. Rose;
Rev. W. Mather; Miss R. Cowell; Miss M. S. Crampton ; Mr. J. P.
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F und.-Editor).
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EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE.

From Ban.I>Ury: "I feel I should like to tell you how much we value
the Gospel Magazine fo~ its sound Gospel truths. ~

From Bexley Heath: .. I have appreciated the Gospel Magazine of
"1943. It has been so refreshing and helpfu1."

From Millord-on-Sea: "I always read the Magazine with great
pleasure and enjoy it very much, and look forward to the time when we

- shall again have it monthly."
From a doctor in India: "I like the Magazine very much."
From Ontario: "We very much appreciate the Gospel Magazine."
From Lancashire: "We have so enjoyed the precious messages of the

Magazine."
. From near Bristol: "How I did enjoy the Gospel Magazine for

January, and could say, . He hath put a new song in my mouth.'''
From Bid<knden: "The Magazine is very much appreciated by us."
From Warwickshire: "Wherever I go Christians seem mad on the

wireless, Sundays as well, four. times a day for the war news. Some of
them know it isn't right, but are so used to it that they seem not to be
able to stop."

From Hove: "I have fo~ some time obtained the Gospel Magazine.
I hardly know how to express what I feel about its truth and worth,
especially in these sad days."

Samuel Cozens' Memoirs.--!Mr. J. P. Whitehorn. of "Sunnyside,"
Darby Green, Blackwate~, Camberley, Surrey, wculd like to buy or
borrow this book. He would pay postage both ways. Write direct
to him.
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