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" Who C'omforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comfprted

of God."-2 CO.RINTHIANS i. 4.

GREAT THtNGS FOR THE FAMILY.

.. The Lor~ hath done great things for us; whereof we are
glad."-Psalm cxxvi. 3..

THE great things of which this. psalm speaks were things which the
Lord had done for His people, the people 'of Israel. He had
turned the captivity of Zion. For seventy years they had been
captives in Babylon. They had sinned very greviously 'against the
Lord their God. Often before, He had chastised them,' and He had
borne long with their many transgessions. At last, however, the
wrath of the Lord arose' against His people and their temple was
destroyed, many of them were slain with the sword, and the rest for
the most part were carried away to Babylon, and for three score arld
ten years they were captives in that country. The Lord, however,
did not cast them off, and acoording to His promise, when the
seventy years were ended He stirred -up the spirit of Cyrus, King of
Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom
allowing all God's ancient people to return 'again to their own land,
and rebuild the house of the Lord at Jerusalem. Thus He turned
agai~ the captivity of Zion. It was His doing, and when He did
so the people were like unto them that dream. The news seemed
too good to be true. It seemed as though it were only a dream,

• but they came to realise that it was indeed true. Then was their
mouth fille,d ~ith laughter and their tongue with singing. Even
their heathen neighbours were constrained to attribute their deliver
ance to' divine action. They said, .. The Lord hath done great
things for them," and the psalmist representing the chosen nation
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said, .. The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof 'we are

glad."

They were not, however the only people for whom the Lord had
done great things. All true believers to-day, whether Jews or
Gentiles are the chosen, beloved, called out and separated people of
God. In reference to them all, the Apostle Paul says, .. Ye are
the temple .of the living God; as God hath said. 1 will _dwell in

them. and walk in them; an,d I will be their God, and they shall
be My people." (ll Cor. vi. 16).

The whole family of God, therefore have reason to say, .. The
Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we a-re glad." We can
say this in reference to temporal things and specially in reference to
recent national blessings, but let us not allow things seen and temporal
to shut out from OUt minds the things unseen and eternal. Let us
put them first when enumerating the great things which the Lord
hath done for us.

1. First and foremost amongst the great things which the He hath
done is the provision of a grea,t Saviour.

We are thankful t9 have been saved from invasion by Hitler's
hosts of evil. We can praise God for delivera\lce from famine and
pestilence and for many temporal mercies during these nearly six
years of war. But all these blessings are small indeed in com
parison with the blessing secured by the great Saviour whom the
Lord has in rich grace and mercy provided for His people. The
coming of that Saviour was announced by an al1gel 'of the Lord to
the shepherds. He said to them, .. Behold. I bring you good tidings

, of greal jOj}, which shall be to all people. F or unto you is born
this day in the dty of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."
(Luke ii. 10, 11). Great lndeed is that Saviour. His name was
to be called .. Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty G~d, The ever
lasting Father. The. Prince of Peace." (Isiah ix. 6). .. His go.ings
forth hath been from of old. from everlasting." (Mieah v. 2). He
is the eternal and only begotten Son of the eternal' God. The
Father. out of love to His chosen people, spared not His own
proper Son, but delivered Him up for them all. His' people can
say, .. We have seen and do testify That the Father sent the Son to
be the Saviour of the world." Herein is love, not tbat we loved •
God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be' the propitiation
for our sins." (I John iv. 9, 10, 14). The Father arranged that
His. incarnate Son should be called Jesus .. for He shall save His
people from their sins."
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We are all sinners. We all deserve death and hell." We are
spiritually dead in sin, and absolutely unable to save ourselves. _ \\,' t

must all have gone to an eternal hell had not God done this greatest
,of all things, namely, •• Sent His only begotten SOn into the world
that we might live through Him." Death eternal, and not life
eternal, would have been our portion, had not the great God done
this greatest .of all things for the eternal salvation of His people.
Marvellous indeed it is that -the' great God should have so loved His
sinful people as to give His only begotten and well beloved Son
to die in their stead. Marvellous, too, indeed it is that the eternal
Son should willingly come and willingly, voluntarily and purposely
loy down His life. for the sheep. However much we may
rightly be glad for national mercies, let us ever keep in the foro
ground of our thoughts the greatest manifestation of Gods eternal
love and grace in sending and giving His beloved Son to bear our
sins in His own body on the tree. Glad indeed our hearts ~ay well
be if we can say, .. Unto Him. that loved us and washed us from
our sins in His own blood be glory and dominion for. ever and ever."

2. Second!:y, it is indeed a great thing that God in merc)) and
grace has arranged to bestoDJ upon His people a great salvatron.

It is not a salvation by chance. It is sure and 'certain to all the
objects of God's saving mercy. .. We are bound to give thanks
always to God for you brethren beloved of the Lord (the Apostle
says), because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctificatiOn' of the spirit and belief of the truth. Where
unto He called you by our Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of
our Lord Jesus Christ." (11 Thess. ii. 13, \4). .

God hath not appointed His believing people to wrath, but to ob
tain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ. (See I Thess. v. 9). They
are appointed to salvation, and Christ says, "'Father, I will that they
also whom Thou hasf given Me, be with Me where I am; that they
may behold My glory. which Thou hast given Me." (John xvii. 24).
He wills it, and who can prevent the accomplishment of His gracious
will ?

What a .. great salvation" it is, It has the effect of saving
great sinners from great penalty. and bringing them to great blessed
ness to be for ever with. the great and 'omniPotent Savipur in
heavenly glory.

The great Saviour came into the world on purpose to save sinners,
and He Himself seeks and saves, yes seeks and saves that' which
is lost. 0 the mercy if we are amo~st those whom He has sought
and saved. The jailer cried out, .. What must I do to be saved ?"
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The answer was, , Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ; and' thou shalt be
saved." Only by faith.in Him can any ~inner be saved.

3. Thirdly, another great thing is that the Lord gives great joy to
His people.

Sorrow abounds in the world and we all experience it, but .. The
Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad." Through
Phillip's preaching the Lord did a gteat thing in saving many. of the
people of Samaria, .. And there was great joy in that city." (Acts
viii. 8). Great joy was associated with the experience of God's
great salvation. So at Antioch in Pisidia, .. The disciples were
.filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost." (Acts xiii. 52).

The great blessing they had received made them glad. The
eunuch who had experienced God's great salvation .. went on his
way rejoicing" (Acts viii. 39). .. Let the righteous be glad; let
them r~joice before God; yea, let them exceedingly rejoice." (Psalm
lxviii. 3).

4. floudhly, the Lord gives gredt comfort to His people and in'.
spires them with great hopefulness.

"He is the Father of mercies and the Lord of all comfort,"
As one whom his mother comforteth, so He comforts His people.
Even the great Apostle Paul felt His need of comfort, and he says,
" God, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by
t!he coming of Titus." (11 Cor. vii. 6).

The Lord also inspires His people wih great hopefulness. ' They
are begotten to a lively hope of an inherita~ce, incorruptible and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. The great God has givet1 them
.. everlasting consolation and good hope through grace:" They are
able to rejoice in hope of the glory of God. The ungodly have
no hope, but the godly, being filled with all joy and' peace in be
lieving, may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost.

5. Lastly Cod gives great temporal mJd national blessings to His
peopJe. '

We have just been thankfully rejoicing in the great deliverance
which God has granted us by bringing to an end the war in Europe.
For five years and eight months this war haS' lasted, and it has been
a terrible experience. Yet how gr~at have been' His mercies to us
here in the homeland. We have been preserved from invasion and
from famine and from pestilence. Our trials have been many.
Multitudes of our men have been killed and wounded, and thousands
have been intemed or taken prisoners. Yet the great bulk of the
nation has been preserved, and in manifold ways o~r tempor~l needs
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have been" supplied. Then, now at last, on the eighth of May, the
official announcement was made in London, Washington, and Moscow
that the war in Europe had ended. Truly that was, and is a great
thing that the Lord has done for the nation, and for His people in
the nation. On the night of that memorable day our gracious king
began his broadcast by saying, .. To-day we give thanks to Almighty
God for a great deliverance. . " I ask you to join with me in
that act of thanksgiving. .. At this hour, when the dreadful
shadow of war has passed from our hearths and homes in these
islands, we may at last make one pause for thanksgiving and then
turn cur thoughts to the tasks all over the world which peace in
Europe brings with it." In the concluding words of his broadcast
the king said, .. In the hour of danger we humbly committed our
cause into the hand of God, and He has been our Strength and
Shield. Let us thank Him for His mercies, and in this hour of
Victory commit ourselves and our new task to the guidance of that
same strong hand."

We rejoice that our gracious and beloved king recognises the truth
of the words, .. The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but
safet¥ (or, victory) is of the Lord." ,

On the same day (May 8th) Field Marshal Montgomery said
of this great victory, .. This is the Lord's doing; and it is inarvellous
~n our eyes" (Psalm cxviii. 23).

The Times of May 8th had a leading article of nearly three
columns. It was headed by one word, .. VICTORY." The article
concluded as follows: .. The noblest of English kirrgs, who had
come as near as our generation to final submersion beneath the
barbarian flood, wrote after his victory: • I say, as do_all Christian
lUen, that it is a divine purpos,e that rules, aml not fate.' In the
same spirit Kinl1l Alfred's remote descendant, George the Sixth,
goes to St. PaW's Cathedral on Sunday to render thanks on behalf of
all his peoples to the only giver of victory. • Not unto us, 0 Lord,
not unto us, but unto Thy name give the praise: for Thy loving
mercy, and for Thy truth's sake.' "

We are thankful for this public acknowledgement of God and
wish it were more common. God, in His great mercy, despite our
continued sins, and despite the sins of all the nations, has at last,
after a long period of disl:ipline and chastisement, given us and the
nations of Europe a ~gnal and far-reaching victory. . In answer to
the cries which have gone up to heaven I day and mght, from the
hearts of His scattered people, He has done great things for us,
whereof we are glad. 0 let us give thanks to the Lord; for He is
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good: for His mercy endureth for ever. Let us show. forth our
gratitude, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving ourselves
up to His service, and by walking before Him in holiness and
righteousness all the days of. our lives.

.. Rejoice to-day with one accord,
Sing out with exultation;

Reoice and praise our mighty Lord.
Whose arm hath brought salvation;
His works of love proclaim
The greatness .of His name:
For He is God alone,
Who hath His mercy shown;

Let all His saints adore Him."

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

A CALLED-OUT COMPA Y.
.. THE Principle of the Church's Missionary Labour is Selective,

not Collective." The hu'rch herself is a called-out company. No
locality, community, town, city, nation, anywhere has become totally
Christian. The names of Christ's redeemed have been inscribed in
the Lamb's book of life from the foundation of the wodd (xiii. 8);
they are found in all nations; but no nation totally is composed of
the' redeemed. Even of the chosen race it is written, .. they are Il'lt
all Israel who are of Israel." The multitude, therefore, is assemble..-t
oul of all nations, and they have come oul of tribulation; tribulation
occasioned in part by the hostility of the nations to which they

. naturally belonged (Matt. xxiv., I Tbess. ii., 14). At the first
Church Missionary Conference it was observed as a principle of the
& ..;ne working that .. God did visit the nations to la1lC out from
them a people for His ame" (Acts xv., 14). W need another
such conference to-day to clarify in the light of scripture (if, indeedJ

'. the Churches would submit to that authority!) the missionary purpose.
The principle of divine selection applies also to the Jews, for .. at
this present time there is a remnant according to the election oJ
grace" (Rom. xi.). Christ has other sheep not of the Jewish fold,
and these also He musl bring. They are His sheep now-they
always have been-before they are brought to faith and the fold
(John x., 16). They do not become His sheep by believing; they
believe because they arc His sheep. Here, then, is the vision of,
final accomplishment, is the .. one fold and 08e Shepherd," for it is
written, .. the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall shepherd
them" (Rev. vii., 17).
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THE APOSTASY OF THE LAST DAYS:

103

.. N,ow the Spirit speaketh expressl]J, that in the latter times some
shall depart from the faith, gi1JVng heed to seducing spirit'S,
and doctrines of de1Jils; speaking lies in h]Jpoclis]J,' ha1Jing
their conscience seared with a hot iron."-1. Timothy iv. 1,
2.

THESE inspired words clearly teach that in the latter times some
would depart' from the faith. They would give heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils or demons. They would speak lies in
hypocrisy. In reference to this apostasy from truth the ApOstle says
to Timothy, • If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things,
thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the
W81ds of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou, hast attained "
(I. Timothy iv.. 6). We are living at a time when this prophecy
is being fulfilled. Evidence seems to be accumulating that apostasy
from truth is developing by leaps and bounds. Most of the churches
at home and abroad seem to be a1fected by it. -'Men, -who, in times
past, were valiant for the truth, have died off, and fewer and fewer

• seem to be taking their places. l'vlany, who have departed from the
old truths, are cautious in letting it be known. Others are honestly
outspoken, and sincerely declare that they have' ceased to believe
in the t~ths in which a past generation of good men gloried. As
time goes on, however, it will become increasingly evident that a
very large number of the ministers in the various denominations have
absolutely abandoned the old truths revealed in the Bible, Md the
perilous times of the last days will -become increasingly evident.

These times are clearly predicted by our Lord and His Apostles.
The Apostary predicted will come to ·its height immediately prior
to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Our Lord refers to the awful moral and spiritual condition of
the world in the days of Noah and the days of Lot, and then says,
," Even thus shall it be when the Son of man is revealed." (S.ee
Luke xvii, 26-30.

Speaking of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gather
ing together to Him, the Apostle Paul' says, .. That day shall not
come except there come a falling away first." (II Thessalonians,
ii. 1-3). The day of the Lord's coming knoweth no man, but it

'I



is certainly much nearer than it was when the Apostle wrote.
Great changes are taking place as a result of this terrible war, and
these changes are probably predestined to lead on: sooner or lat~r,
"to the moment when the Lord shall be revealed from heaven with
His mighty angels, taking vengeance on them that know not God,
and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, when He
shall come to be glorified in His saints" (11. Thess. i. 7-10)" It is
of paramount importance that the Lord's people should be aware of
the Apostasy which is predicted, and that they should through God's
grace and mercy, be Watchful against being led away, even in a
small degree, by the teaching of false teachers. We are bidden
by our divine Lord to .. beware of false prophets."· The Apostle
Paul bids us to .. mark them which cause divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine which we have learned; and avoid them.
For they that are such serve I not our Lord Jesus "Christ, but their
own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts
of the simple." (Romans xvi. 17, 18).

We have recently been reading a book by a prominent muftster
of the Church of England, and we have been ·so grieved "by the
views which he holds that we feel impelled to warn .all our godly
"readers of the increasing spiritual dangers to which we are exposed.
Here are some of-the lIuthor's "references to

Verbal Inspiration.

Speaking of Gore, afterwards Bishop of Birmingham, he records
the issue of the book entitled Lux M undi, which Gore edited.
.. Gore, quite frankly, and with the utmost claritY, threw the verbal
accuracy of the Bible to the dogs. Jonah and his whale, Balaam
and his loquacious ass were, like Korah, Dathan and Abiram,
swallowed up quick into the pit. These stories, together with the
putting back of the clock by divine interposition in order to secure a
victory for Israel, and other similar incidents, were just casually
aismissed as folk-lore, stories like • Jack and the B~anstalk,' or
• Alfred and the Cakes.' . . .. Gore went on to point out that
Jesus Himself had no greater knowledge of historical events or of
natural science than any other man of His day and education."
This book caused a great sensation; but the author "we are quoting
says of. himself, •• I wondered what the fuss was all about. I had
never dreamt o£ taking the Old Testament history very seriously.

J Adam and Eve and the serpent had always seemed to me to be
just on the level of folk tales". . . . as history or science, not for a
moment to be taken seriously."

This is just a specimen of the attin{de towards the plenary inspiration

•
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of the Bible now taken by a growing number of men who are·
ordained in the Church of England and in many of the·Free Churches.
In the case of men ordained in the Chnrch of England they subscribe
to the 39 Articles, but they reject much of their teaching. Yet many
of such men eventually occupy leading positions in the Church of our
martyred Reformers. -

The rejection of verbal inspiration does not stand alone. Many
who do so, reject the record of the Virgin Birth, the resu;rection and
ascension ,pf our Lord, and the great truth of the atonement. In fact,
we are so shocked 'by so much of the teaching in the volume we have
been reading that we feel impelled .to refrain from quoting it. The
author is no doubt sincere in all that he writes, -but he has clearly
thrown over many of .the great truths of the Bible. The extent of
this departure from the old truths is far greater and more world-wide
than many people imagine. No Bishop Ryles now occupy a leading
place in the Church of England. In his day he pointed out that
the old antagonism to Romanism was dying out. What would he
say tOo-day~ There is a growing manifestation of union and fellowship
between leaders in the Church of England and leaders in the Free
Churches and in the Church of Rome. The errors of Romanism were

. so firmly opposed by our Reformers that nearly 300 of them were
willing to be burnt at the stake rather than accept them.

The reason why men are expected to subscribe to

The Thirt))-nine Articles

is to secure men in the ministry of the Church of England who shall
be loyal to all the great Evangelical truths in which our martyred
Reformers gloried: and in defence 'of which they laid down their
lives. But it is clfar that a large numbef subscribe to the Articles
as a mere matter of form. Thus the great truths of the Bible and
of our Reformers and of their successors are now eleliberately rejected,
and those who love these great truths find increasing difficulty in
finding places of worship where they will hea; the 'joyful sound of
Gospel truths faithfullY proclaimed.

This state of things exists more or less in most of the denominations,
and in all parts of the world. What then is to be done?

First, we would recommend that all the true people of God should
more ~iligen~l)) and pra))erfull)) search the Scriptures for themselves,
so that they may grasp more clearly all divinely-revealed truth and feed
upon it for their own soul's nourishment.

Secondly, the)) need to test all that the)) hear b)) the infallible Word
of God. That was what the Bereans did. They tested Apostolic

J
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teaching by the Word of God. .. They searched the Scriptures daily,
whether those 'things were so" (Acts xvii. 1, 12).

Thirdly, -the]} need fo bew(l(e of attending places of worship where
error is preached, C1'11d where worldliness in worship is encouraged.
If possible they should live in close proximity to a faithful ministry.
If shut· off from such a ministry, they should seek to gather in their
own homes on the Lord's day a few of the Lord's people for ~orship,
remembering the promise, .. Where two or three are gathered together
in My name, there am I in the midst of them" (Matthew xviii. 20).
The Lord's true people need Christian fellowship. They need to
encourage one another in these. darkening days. Hence it is written,
.. Not forsal<ing the assembling of ourselves together . . . but
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching." (Heb. x. 25).

Fourthly, the]} need fo be concerned about their children's spiritual
well-being." Family worship should be conducted in the homes
mormng and evening. The Bible should be read, and prayer
offered. Of course, there is need for simplicity when children are
present, and brevity also, remembering that they are children.
Better a reading of a few verses with a brief explanation, followed
by brief prayer, than not at all. Some may find it betten to
conduct evening family prayer immediately after tea or supper
when all are together, rather than delaying it till bed-time when
all may be tired.

Lastl.l', we would say, Be concerned about the religious educ!ltion
of ]}our children.

Beware of sending them to convent schools. Beware of sendin~'

them to any school where Romish or Modernistic error is taught.
Hemember you are ·at libert)l to withdraw your childre~ from any
religious instruction which is contrary to Scripture. But remember
also that parents are'responsible to instruct their own children as far
as they are able to do so. .r0 this end they need to prayerfully and
regularly study the Scriptures themselves. .. These words, which I
command thee thi~ day, shaH be in thine heart. And thou ~hah
teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up" (Deut. vi. 6, 7).

Beware of letting the wireless or the newspaper shut out the Word
of God from your home. Beware, too, of abolishing family life,
or of makmg it possible for children to say, Our home life was not
happy.
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Dear Christian readers. Do you not see that error and sin abounds.
and that apostasy is likely to increase more and more? .. Ye
therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest
ye also, being l~d away with the error of the wicked, fall from your
own steadfastness" (II. Peter iii. 17).

.. Walch ye, 'stand fast in the faith, -quit you like men, be strong."
(I. Cor. xvi. 13). THE EDITOR.

THE LORD'S PROTECTING CARE DURING THE WAR.
Teslimon}} from one of our London Readers.

DEAR SIR,-Being a constant reader of the Cospel Magazine for
many years, and oft-times receiving help and encouragement from the
precious truths in it, I thought, although a stranger to you, I should
like to tell you of God's goodness to me all through this terrible
war. At the beginning of it, He gave me the promise, .. No plague
shall come nigh thee, nor thy dwelling," which was followed by a
dream. I saw a huge Iblack cloud roll up this road and stop before
my house. Then it burst, flooding the road and houses like. a river,
but not a d:op came inside my house: I turned to my sister and
said, .. How wonperful!" And truly it has been so; for very' many
high explosive bOmbs fell near during the many heavy raids, doing
much damage all round, destroying several houses at either end of
this short road with great loss of life. Then incendiary bombs caused
the loss of about 40 lives, but not one fell on this house. Two land
mines exploded nearby; then later the fly bombs and rockets came
over and fell quite near, all causing a terrible amount of damage and
loss of life, but beyond blasting my windows several times, no damage
was done, while all my neighbours lost ceilings and doors, etc. What
was most wonderful, I was .given quietness and confidence to trust
God all lhrough these !!erve-racking experiences. To add to my
trial I lost my dear devoted sister. She was taken Home the second
Christmas of the war. As I have very bad ·health, it was an irre
parable loss to me. I was left quite alone, my lodger having gone
away the early part of the war. I never left my house, nor did J
wish to do so (although all my neighbours went into shelters of some
kind), for I felt the Lord's power and mercy were such He would
keep me and my house and home safe to the end of the war, and He
has done so, through all the, terrible dangers that surrounded me.
Truly I can say, .. 0 magnify the Lord with me, and praise His
great name for His goodness and faithfulness to a poor weak creature
like me."

I hope, dear sir, you will not mind me sending you this account,
but I did want you to know. How thankful we all ought to be that
He has heard His people's prayers and given us the Victory, so that
we are enabled to enjoy the blessing of peace once more. 0 more
terrible bombs and terrifying barrage over our heads.
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.. ~hou hast a mighty arm: strong is thy hand, and high is thy
right hand."-Ps. lxxxix. 13.

HERE is a gracious anet glorious declaration, beloved readers,
wherewith to encourage our souls, and .. call to remembrance" some

of the countless tender mercies, signal providences, and marvellous

interventions which His unworthy children have received by the way

of our pilgrimage towards the Heavenly City. It is a good and
wholesome exercise for the soul, and an encouragement to the heart,

and will, to sing a song of praise to the Cod of all our mercies. It
will also give us. the desire to humble ourselves under that mighty

hand, as we contemplate His greatness and condescension in looking

from His high and holy place. and dealing in such lo~ and mercy

to such sinners as we feel ourselves to be, a~d trJ1ly are. As we

approach the Holy Book, we find it full of references to the hand

of the Lord, so that we shall scarcely touch the fringe of it in this

brief meditation. May it bring our minds, however, into reverent

contemplation and true humbling of heart as we realise in whatever

remote degree that which His servant Joshua declared to the congre
gation 'of Israel. .. That all the people of the earth might know the

hand of the Lord, that it is mighty; that ye might fear the Lord
your Cod for ever" (Joshua iv. 24).

In these holy pages we have the hand of the Lord, His right hand
and His left hand, often referred to, and we cannot pass over 'thl:
precious truth that both His hands were uplifted in His parting
blessing when the divine Man was ascending and returning to His
Father and His own glory, having" finished the work given }--Iim to
do." It is a bbsed thought too, that .. He will come in like
manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven," as said the angelic
messengers to that little band of His followers whom He had led out
as far as to Bethany. So that as He left them, in blessing them, so
He will come again blessing them, and that for all the eternal ages.
But we must confine 'ourselves for brevity's sake and consider the
right hand of the Lord as first,. the hand of power; secondly, as the
hand of protection; thirdly, as the ha'nd of pity; and fourthly, as the
hand of presentation.
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And now, as we address oursel es to our subject, we confess we
feel at a loss, and humbled in -the very dust, as we desire to speak to
His eternal glory, of the gr"atness and power of His hand! ,The
psalmist could enter into this wonderment b~yo~d free expression when
he looked up to the heavens as .. declaring the glory of God and
-the firmament as showing his handiwork." And again as the great'·
Creator... now, .. in His hand are the deep places of the earth and
the strength of the hills; the sea also is His and His hands formed'
the dry land" (Ps. xix.. I. and xcv. 4, 5). The very corners of
th~ earth in the hand of Omnipotence. Job, considering these
wonders, goes on to glory 'in Him .. in whose hand is the soul of
every living thing" (Job. xii. 10). In reference to the work of his
God in the new Creation, he says .. Thou wilt have a desire to the
work of Thy hands" (xiv. 15). The prophet Isaiah likewise
contemplates this mysterious greatness as he asks, .. Who hath
measured the waters in the hollow of His h~nd, and meted out
heaven with' the span, etc." (Isaiah xl. 12-18).

Moses ,!!so declared the greatness of his God to the congregation of
Israel, who had shown them such .. signs and wonders and by a

I

mighty hand" (Deut. iv.' 34). That once proud king of Babylon
, who had trusted in his own greatness and power and was brought

down to the spirit of a little child, owned how .. all the inhabi~ants

. of the ear.th are reputed as nothing; and He doeth according to His
will in the army of heaven, and among· the inhabitants of the. earth,
and none can stay His hand or say unto Him, "\Vhat doest thou? "
(Dan. iv. 35). I It was not a little_striking to the mind of the writer
also that during this meditation, she received a letter from a revered
servant of God and a preacher of the everlasting' Gospel in which
he referred to having been struck in that morning reading with the
frequent mention of .. by strength of hand" in Exodus xiii. .. The
Lord had dealt in mercy and delivering power towards His ancient
people in bringing them out of Egypt" (see verses 3, 9, 14, 16).
No wonder that His dear servant, Moses, enjoined them to
.. remember this day"! And ma' you and I, belovec;l reader~

seek more and more the spirit of gratitude and prais s we think
of what this mighty han'd has done for us! The hand that brought
Creation into existence; the hand that holds all Creation· pp;
the hand which controls, orders, restrains and bringeth- mighty things
to pass. His" is the greatness and the power, and the glory, a~d

the victory, and the majesty" (I. Chron. 29, 11). This hand to



His redeemed children is the hand of salvation and mercy and

preservation!

" Amidst a thousand snares I 'stand,

Upheld and guarded by His hand."-(Watts).
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That brings up our thoughts in this all too brief meditation and

so vast a subject, to our second point-the hand of protection.

How sweetly did the psalmist breathe out his testimony to the

preserving and delivering hand of his God! "Thou hast also

given me the shield of Thy salvation; and Thy right hand hath holden

me up, and Thy gentleness hath made me great" (Ps. xviii. 35).
Can not aB the living family in Zion' put their seal _to this as

they contemplate the tender care of their God, the marvellous and

various ways in which they have been protected, and their lives

preserved, during he dangers and wreckage of· the past six heavy

years of war. The judgments of God are in the, nations beingJ
visited for their sins, yet His' own can say, ," For God is my King

of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth." Not a single

shaft was permitted to hurt one of His defenceless children unless

He saw fit. Oh! love the title dear Joseph Irons gave to one
of his sublime and Christ-exalting sermons, "The oldest Kingdom'"
and the best Government," when taking for his text Psalm xxii. 28.
How His poor helpless children have sacredly rejoiced that in spite
of all the powers of .hell let loose, and the hitherto unimaginable
horrors perpetrated~ the hand of their God and Father has protected

and preserved them. Dear John Newton wrote:

" Lord, / while Thy judgments shake the land,

Thy peoples' eyes are fixed on Thee;

We own Thy just, uplifted hand,

Which thousands cannot, will not see:"

But, briefly, we must hasten on and refer to the hand of pity.
Therein do all children of God prove the all-mercifulness of their
God. His power on their b~half is chiefly shown in pity and the
language of His heart towards them when He sees them strengthless,
helpless, and in danger is, "I will turn my hand upon the little
ones. You and I can testify, dear children of God, what that
hand has been to us in all these sad, dangerous times, as indeed in

all our liv~s. Have you not felt it to be just as sheltering and
comforting as that other lovely promise, "He shall cover thee with
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Redeemed sinner. how happy. how glorious is your portion m a

covenant-making, a covenant-keeping God! You. who are seen. I as
in the song of songs, .. Coming up out of the wilderness, leaning
upon your Beloved," may well glory in that" Arm of the Lord,"
that right hand of Jehovah's .: Fellow," who bringeth. and hath
brought such mighty things to pass, and who shall ever have the
pre-eminence throughout the eternal ages in" the praises of His saints!
Let us seek m~re and more the grace of praise to extol Zion's King.
.. The right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly. The right hand of
the Lord is exalted" (Ps. CXVlII. 15, 16). .. He is -thy Lord,

worship thou Him." R.

His feathers and \lnder His wings shalt thou trust." just as the little
chickens rush to shelter under the warm wings .of the mother bird?

Oh! the gentleness of our all-compassionate. all-pitying God as '
He soothingly turns His hand down. as it were. and shelters His
poor child beneath it! And this and like experiences will be yours
and mine. redeemed sinner. all through our pilgrimage. and we shall
prove how the same hand which led and fed. preserved and pitied.

and was put forth oftimes so powerfully on our behalf to pluck us

from danger. and keep our feet from wandering and falling. is the
same which shall present us (our fourth point) faultless before the
presence of His Father with everlasting joy and praise. It IS

beyond our present comprehension. It is love unutterable! It
passeth kno.wledge. But the blessed truth remains for ever settl;d in
His own word and .. this same Jesus." with those same pierced.

hands which were extended on the Cross for you and me. redeemed
sinner. is coming again to receive us eternally unto Himself with
those blessings He purchased for us on Calvary" which shall never
end.

•

P.S.---'-since this meditation was penned and Vidory declared. our
tex t seems to be doubly true and gracious.

.. THE 34th Psalm is one of my favourite psalms, and which I have
learnt by heart. and repeat it nearly every- Sunday mornmg in churc~

during the sermon. I have become very deaf; and repeating Scripture
is a help. and keeps' my rr;ind from wandering."-One of our 'aged
readers.

•
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ON HIS SHOULDERS.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. lAMES ORMISTON AT- /

ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

PART 1.
I

"On His shoulders."-St. Luke xv., part of v. 5.

THESE few words, dear friends, are taken as you see, from one of
the Lord' s parabl~s, of all His parables perhaps the simplest.
certainly about the most touching of them all, so simple this parable

of a -lost sheep, sought, found, and saved to the great joy of the
.shepherd, as our verse says, "When he hath found it, he layeth
it on his shoulders, rejoicing." It evidently was the' thing on
which the shepherd had set his heart, it may be he had longed for
this happy termination of his work, therefore his joy was very great
when he ·secured the lost one and laid it upon his shoulders.

I do n~t propose to dwell, dear friends, upon the severa points that
present themselves for our instruction in this parable besides, but
rather to dwell upon this particular statement contained in our brief •
text, "On his shoulders," on the shoulders of the shepherd. Holy
Scripture in many places records the Eastern custom of carrying
burdens, often heavy burdens, on the shoulders. SOl early as in
Genesis 24 we find mention made of this, of one who carried upon
her shoulder a pitcher of water, gnd we find in Psalm 81, 6 a
reference to the occupations of God's enslaved Israel when they
dwelt in Egypt.. It is said,-" I removed his shoulder from the
burden: his hands were delivered from the pots." They were la!gely
employed as potters working in clay, as you know, and so they had
very, very heavy burdens then to bear and the figure of speech for
deliverance from oppression is employed here, .. I removed his
shoulder from the burden." In the 14th chapter of Isaiah's
prophecy we have a reference to the delivering of God's ancient
people from the Assyrian oppressor, the 25th verse, " I will break the
Assyrian in My land, and upon My mountains tread him underfoot; .
~hen shall his yoke depart from off them, and his burden depart
from off their shoulders," that is, they shall be delivered from the
hand of the Assyrian, the Assyrian oppressor;' as a load oppresses
the body, especially if it be a heavy load, so oppression is spoken of,...,
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in a figure of' speech, as a bur~en r~ting upon the shoulders.
But if you turn with me now to the 3rd of Zephaniah, and the

9th verse, you will find, dear friends, that the original word for
shoulder has another, a second meaning. .. For then" (referring to

these Gospel days) "will I turn to the people a pure language, that
they may all call upon the Name of the Lord, to serve Him with
one consent." In the margin you see the word which is translated
.. consent" in the text, reads .. shoulder," so that in the' Hebrew
there is but one word for "sholJ.lder" and "consent." Now it
may not appear at first sight that it should be so but the idea is no
doubt conveyed in the fact that he who bears the burden bears it
willingly. The reference is not only to oppressive labour but it may be
to lawful labour, and if it be to lawful labour then the servant will
consent to be burdened. These two will be always found together
so united as to be inseparable, that no doubt is the reason why
there is but one. word for .. shoulder" and .. consent." Again, if
you look in Hosea's prophecy, the 6th chapter, and the 9th verse,
you will find a further proof of this: .. And as troops of robbers
wait fO"r a man, so the company of priests murder in the way by
consent," margin "with one shoulder"; these evil men -consent
together in this murderous thought of the heart, they give themselves
willingly to this occupation of blood. So that whether the intention
be good or evil the fact remains that .. shoulder" and .. consent ..
are associated (n the Word of God so closely that when we think
of the one we often think .of the other. Now if we apply that fact
to our text how very blessed it is. .. And when he hath found it,"
the lost sheep upon which he had set his heart, .. he layeth it on

his shoulders," that is, consentingly, willingly,' gladly. And then
in the third place, you wiH find in the 23rd of Matthew that
in the East these burdens were not always merely laid upon men's
shoulders but bound there. Thus the Lord speaks of it, using it
as a figure of course, in reference to the Scribes and Pharisees
who sat in Moses' seat, ... they bind heavy burdens, and grievous to
be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders." He refers to a custom
and uses it figuratively' for this inflicting of heavy r~ponsibilities and
obligations ~pon the people by their eachers, such obligations as
were unbearable. But then we gather up these facts from here and
there in God's Holy Word and see what it ~eans when Jesus,
having sought His sheep and found it, is said to lay it upon His
shoufders. He does it, this act of His is performed, with all His' i

heart and with a willing mind. And I think it is peculiarly
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encouraging for God's dependent, weak, helpless, and sheep-like
people to know what it is to be' not only placed ~n the shoulders
of the Lord but to be bound th'ere, to b~ bound there a burden upon
His blessed shoulders. It seems to me to teach so much, and there
is so much encouragement and consolation f.or us who are the Lord's
called people to 'know where He has put us; and not only where
He has placed us but where He intends to keep us ever. In ties I

of everlasting love He has bound us unto Himself. He Himself
has declared, in another figure,' none shall .. pluck them out of
My hand," none can pl4Ck them. ~ What a blessed thing it is to be
thus a burden on the Lord's shoulders when we remember those
shoulders, Whose shoulders they are.

Oh, dear friends, the Lord Jesus willingly undertook the respon
sibility of His people's salvation, and not that only, He undertook
their preservation also, not merely to go out and seek them, find.
them, and rejoice over them for a little season, but you see the first
thing He does; and putting them on His shoulders implies
appropriation, the appropriation of them. They are His. He has
a right to them. They are His because His Father donated them
to Him. He received them at His Father's hand as a gift. Then,
secpndly, they are His by redemption. He had to purchase them.
Having received them at the Father's hand He received them on .
condition of His redeeming them, on condition of His atoning for
their guilt, on condition of His reconciling them in righteousness to
God. These were the conditions appended -to the gift of the people
of God by the Father to His' dear Son. and Jesus took them on
those conditions. And, dear' friends, we do not forget to rejoice in
remembering that He fulfilled those obligations. He did not leave us
until He could say, "It is finished," that is, I h~ve' redeemed
them. I. have made atonement for th~ir' guilt. I have reconciled
them ·to God. Those that were tar off I have meritoriously brought
nigh, and in due time will bring experimentally nigh. All this is
summed up in those three words, ." It is fil)ished "-" It is finished."
So then I say Jesus has a right to those whom He bought with His
precious blood. and when He lays them one by one upon His
shoulders that means that H is appropri.ating them, laying hands on
His Own. This is what: He did in the case of Saul of Tarsus.

. Up to a certain moment that man, as you know, was an enemy
of Christ, thought he was verily pleasing God by persecuting the
followers of Jesus, but the time came when he had to be made of
another mind because he was one of those whom the Father had
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given to Jesus. He was one of those for whom Christ had died
meritoriously. The time, the moment, has arrived for Him to
appropriate His Own. And in that sinner, that persecutor, that
blasphemer, that injurious one, Jesus saw of the travail of His soul,
and so in a moment He wrought the work .of grace within him,
and brought that dear sinner to the feet of the Saviour, and Jesus
thereupon took him and laid him upon His shoulders and never let
him go; nay, He bound him unto Himself in ties of everlasting love.

And it is' very sweet for us who are weak ones to know that this
omnipotency of love does indeed bind us unto the Lord Jesus .so that
we can never separate ourselves from, Him, even as it is' true none
can ever separate us from Him. As we sing in our hymn sometimes:-

.. Hallelujah! Who shall part
Christ's Own Church from Christ's Own heart?
Sever from the Saviour's side
Souls for whom the Saviour died? ..

Impossible! and therefore I say again the figure is v~ry instructive
that to be put upon His shoulders is to be bound eternally;
inseparably unto Him Who is the Mighty bne. The shoulder is
a sign of strength as I have said already. The burden is placed
there because lhe/;e is that which is a support to the burden, Cod
has provided it, so, naturally, the burden is placed upon. the shoulder
and there it is carried at the least expenditure of physical strength.
And so, Jesus has laid His people, dear friends, upon His shoulder
to sigl)ify that they are where His strength . lies.

And then again, you will bear in mind, it is said in the prophecy
of Isaiah .. The government shall be upon His shoulder," so that
the sheep, these weak ones, are found where the' government, the s,eat
of government, is, the strength to rule, represented by the shoulder,
and that is just where the Lord puts His weak, trembling, needy
and helpless people.

.. THE word of the Lord is tried: He is a buckler to all those that
trust in Him."-Psalm xviii., 30.

T rust in the Lord to hide thee.,
Wait on the Lord to guide thee,
So shall no ill betide thee,

'Day by day.
Rise with His lear before thee,
Tell of the love He bore thee,
Sleep with His shadow o'er thee,

Day by day.

From the fil:st moment of his pilgrimage to the last, the Christian
has but one pQint of safety, and its name is .. Constant dependence."

fc.

•
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ON the Monday evening before the glorious eighth of May, when
our happy victory in Europe was celebrated, I was talking to a
poor woman whom I know. A tall, picturesque figure with dark
eyes, she is usually rather down at heel, wearing a medley of ill
assorted garments; but that night, instead of ner usual battered
hat, she had tied a gay scarf round her head and her face was
glowing with delight.

" Oh! I'm so thankful," she said; "it's my boy, my youngest
boy-he's such a lovely boy-and he's coming home!" She would'
'scarcely allow me to say how I sympathised with her in her joy,
before she '.tent on hastily and with great earnestness: "I've prayed,

. oh, how rve played! and now he's coming home! I'm no scholar:
but I do thank the Lord that He's heard my humble prayers! "
And she went a'1ay with tears in her eyes, her fa:ce radiant.

I felt quite an answering thrill in my heart at her words. It is
true that she is .. no scholar," for she can neither read nor write;
but was she not echoing the words of the psalm writer-" He for
getteth not the cry of the humble." "Lord, Thou hast heard the
desire of the humble; Thou wilt cause Thine ear to hear." And when
she spoke, it was as if she had underlined the word "humble";
'she said it so earnestly that it seemed to imply that she felt how
unworthy she was to ask and how wonderfuily good it was of the
great God to hear.

I was reading the other day of another woman, equally poor and
ignorant, whose humble prayers were heard,. ~he incident took place
some time ago--two hundred years, indeed; it concerns a' poor cot
tager whom' Lady Huntingdon' was visiting. There was a group
of six little houses by the river, two of them public-houses of the
lowest type; and in one of the other cottages was a sick woman,
who lay dreading unspeakably the approach of death. I will call
her Mrs. Hopes, for It is awkward to tell of namele.ss people, and
her real name is I not given. Mrs. Hopes then was lying ill, and
Lady Huntingdon and her two sisters-ih-Iaw found her out, and read
to her from the Bible, speaking to her 01 the Saviour Christ. It
was one of those happy cases where the Holy Ghost Himself was
at work; poor Mrs. Hopes' conscience was awakened, and she was
in great distress. • Supposing I die! .. she would cry; .. what will
become of my soul? ,Oh, pray for me! Pray for me! Mercy,

•
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mercy Lady Huntingdon could not be sorry to see such a state
of despair, for she knew that it is just such desp,,;ri;g and helpless
people whom the Lord Jesus came to save. She spoke tenderly to
Mrs. Hopes of the Saviour Who gave His very life that He might
bring lost sinners to God. But, poor thing, she was not ready yet
for such good news. Her sins loomed so large that they hid from
her the sight of her Saviour. Her anguish of soul seemed to increase
her illness, and she had dreadful nights and days ~f restlessness and
suffering.

During this painful period her friends did not desert Mrs. Hopes;
one or the other of the three ladies came to her morning and evening,
reading and praying with her. One night a message came to Lady
Huntingdon that Mrs. Hopes seemed to be actually dying and was
in great distress of mind. She went at once to the cottage, to find
a scene of great excitement, for the poor woman was delirious and
raVlng. But when the Countess reached the house the next morning
she was amazed to' find a complete transformation. All was quiet
and orderly, and the moment she saw her visitor Mrs. Hopes ex
claimed, .. Oh, my dear lady! / What great things the Lord has
done for me!. He has given me peace. He has saved my soul.
Oh, the blessedness He has given me this very night!" It was
quite ttue; the miracle had actually happened; she had passed from
darkness to light. It seemed as if the Lord had commanded the
devils to come out of her, and now the poor woman was sitting at
His feet, clothed, and in her right mind. You can imagine the delight
and relief it was to Lady Huntingdon and her friends, and how
thankfully they joined with Mrs. Hopes in praising God for such
great JUercy.

Mrs. Hopes lived a few weeks longer, giving ample evidence that
the work of God was upon her soul. She who had been so fearful
at the thought of death now 'began to look forward joyfolly and
eagerly to the. moment of departure. Towards the end. when she
was unable to speak much, they heard her ·murmur such words as
these: .. The fear of death is gone.-The Name of Jesus, how
sweet! -All glory to the Lamb!" It must have been wonderful
to see such an astonishing change. A few weeks before she had
been in an agoilY of despair and misery at the sigh~ of her sins,
and now she. could see nothing but her Saviour! She died at length,
smiling as she went; and her conversion made such an impression on
the neighbourhood that crowds thronged to the funeral.

Thus the Lord doeS indeed hear the prayers of the humble. These
two poor women cried unto Him in their trouble, and He sav d
them out of their distresses. Oh, that men would therefore praise
the Lord for His goodness!

DAMARIS.
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THE ABUNDANCE OF THINGS HE POSSESSETH

ONE morning many years ago my father was returning home from
some place in Lancashire, where he had preached the day befQre.

The carriage fil1ed up with business men on their wonted way to
Liverpool, and a general conversation ensued. You might think that

as it was M onda}} morning they would discuss the blessings of the

day before: the great mercy and kindne~ that had _appointed it

with its opportunities of waiting on God (a happy duty). Perhaps
something in the sermon had come home, or was' it in the lessons?
Maybe the prayers met their very need, so that whether for the
things of this life or of that which is to come, whether forgiveness
of sin or other benefit of the Lord's death-they felt encouraged
to believe that He would provide. Had they been cheered in their

I

going in or coming out, by a passing word with an elder saint, or by
the hope that some dear young creature was evidently "asking the
way to Zion .. ? The business men, however, were not talking about
such things. The Sabbath was past, and they could again-and how
eagerly~on the stock or cotton exchange "buy and sell and gel
gain." Moreover," there go the ships," departing and ar~iving.

In those days there was still a proportion of vessels innocent of steam
as a motive power, and although their sails were not, like those
of the T yrean merchant service. made of fine linen with broidered

'work from Egypt (Ezekiel 27, 7), it was a delight to behold a three
or four-masted barque speeding up the river on the top of the tide
under canvas. And so th~ merchants talked. My father, fr<?m
his corner seat, essaying to join, said gently, " A man's life consisteth
not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth." There was
a sudden lull, until as if confederate together like "the tabernacles
of Edam and the Ishmaelies, of Moab and the Hagarenes" and
the rest of them in Psalm83-they all begpn to find fauh. I rather
think, but I am not sure, that my father said no more. If not, he
would, as was his wont, lapse into meditation, ranging in thought

.from his belov~d Genesis to the grace of our Lord Je;us Christ which
closes the blessed Book. All the rich me!). of the Old Testament

.would tell that no abundance of itself filled their "vast desires,"
while their soul thirsted for God, the living God, Who would say to
the poor in this wor-ld-rich in faith-" Be content with such things
as ye have. . " I will never leave thee nor forsake thee."

I thought that in another sense" a man's life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he possesseth." The Apostle said,
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.. Your life is hid with Christ in God." Their life is not to be
measured by what they have in hand, whether it be faith, hope, love
or joy, not even in revelations or raptures. Joseph Hart wrote of,
.. here receiving little," having in hand as little as young children
have. Bernard of. Clairvaux wrote of .. the glimpses of His
presence," scarcely a view, as if the bright sunshine of His love was
the rare joy of some summer day. We see but in part, know not
yet as we are known. Our poverty is ever before us. But the Lord
says that it is not in what His disciples palpably possess that their
life consists. It is Christ's Me that is theirs with its eternal abund
ance. Of that abundance they receive, in experience, little or. more
according ,to the will of the blessed God, and the power of His
Spirit

Let us hope that the text -came back to one or other of my father's
fellow passel)gers, so that thereafter, while being, as the Apostle
says, "not slothful in business," he. became "diligent to make his
calling and election sure."

FOLLOWER-ON.

HEARERS OF JOHN BERRIDGE.

(Vicar of Everton, Bedfordshire, 1755 to 1793).

JOHN Berridge perpetually aimed in his preaching at laying the
creature low, and exalting the Saviour. His discourses were chiefly
of the expository' kind, experimental and practical. His voice was
strong and loud, but perfectly under command. The numbers that
sometimes heard him were ~ery great. T en and fifteen thousand at
.some places composed his congregation; and he was well heard by
all of them. People came to hear him from the distance of twenty
miles, and were at Everton by seven o'clock in the morning, having
set out from home soon after midnight~ At t hat early hour he

preached to very considerable congregations, also at half-past ten
and half-past two o'clock, and again in the ·evening. Thus was he
engaged in preaching four times on the Sunday. The blessing of the

Lord attended his ministry in a very powerful and extraordinary
mann'er. He cast the net, and many whenever he did so were enclosed. ,
in it, and depaited not without letting him bow how powerfully their
hearts were impressed with the truths he had delivered. (Works of
the Rev. John Berridge and Memoirs, page 30).
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BLESSI G THE LORD.

THE inspired author of the one hundred and third psalm was a

sinner like ourselves, but he was a forgiven sinner. He could say

.that the Lord had forgiven all his inquities, that as far as the East

is from the West so far had the Lord removed His transgressions
from him. Hence the psalmist was full of gratitude and praise, and

he begins and ends the psalm by saying, .. Bless the Lord, 0 my

soul." He called upon all that was within him, his heart, his mind

and his soul, to unite in blessing His holy name. If we, too, have
taste.d that the Lord is gracious, gratitude will fill our hearts, and

it will often be expressed in blessing and praising. and magnifying
the name of Him Whose grace hath abounded towards us. This

psalm abounds in reasons for blessing the Lord's name. First we

need t() bless His name because of His grace and mercy. Our God

forgiveth all our iniquities. dur sins are many in number. We are,

therefore, worthy of death. and hell, but accordin~ to the riches of

His grace He hath forgiven us. He hath blotted out as a thick

cloud our transgressions, and as a cloud our sins. He hath ca~t

them behind His back, and promised that He will remember them
against us no more. .. He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor

rewarded us according to our iniquities." His mercy hath beeh great

towards us. Not because of mere penitence in us hath He pardoned

us, although His forgiving grace is extended only to penitent and
believing sinners." Our penitence and faith, however, are not the

ground of forgiveness. This great bl~ssing is bestowed through

Christ's atoning Blood. God is faithfUl and just, or righteous, in
pardoning the sinner, because Christ hath redeemed him from the
curse of the law which the sinner had broken. Christ hath been
made a curse in the sinner's stead, and it is through the atoning death
of the great, the holy, and the divine Surety that all who trust in
His merits are healed, forgiven and saved. We have no claim,
however, to this great and infinite blessing. It is bestowed upon God's
people through grace. .. Not by works of "righteousness which we
have done, but according to His mercy He saved us." By Divine
grace have we been saved, .. and if by grace, then it is no more of
works." We do indeed need to bless the holy name of ou~ God
for His rich, free and unmerited grace. If we add 'to His mercy in

/

forgiving, - His other mercies in often healing our diseases, redeeming
us from .peril, crowning us with' tender- mercies, and satisfying our
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mouths with many good things, we are impressed with the need of
real heartfelt praise to Him from Whom all our blessings flow.

Secondly, we need to bless the Lord for His righteousness and
justice. He" executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are
oppressed." Men are often cruel and unjust. They treat those
within their power cruelly, unkindly and oppressively. " The Lord is
righteous il). all His ways." He takes note of the tyranny and
injustice of wicked men, and, sooner or' later, He will visit them with
judiment. F.or this shall everyone that is godly praise the Lord.
They wll say " Alleluia," knowing that " true and righteous are His
judgments." Many now,adays take exception to those portions of
Scripture which set forth the vindicatory righteousness of God. They
could rejoice and thank God for victory over enemies during the
great war, but they desire to delete from the inspired Word of God
words which teach that God's peop1e may rightly though humbly
rejoice and praise God for the overthrow of His and the Church's
enemies. When the Egyptians were overthrown in the Red Sea,
Moses and the Children of' Israel sang a song of praise unto the
Lord. They rejoiced that the Lord's right hand had become glorious
in power, and had dashed in pieces the enemy. They rejoiced that
in the greatness of His excellency He had overthrown them that rose
up against Him. We should have done the same if we were in
Israel's place.

The ,deliverance of Israel, and the overthrow ()f Pharaoh's host
were an exhibition of divine mercy to Israel. In another psalm
God's people are exhorted to give thanks to Him Which smote great
kings, and slew famous kings, for His mercy endureth for ever.
The 'overthrow of Babylon in the Revelation is made the occasion of
the Hallelujah Chorus. In response to a command which issued
from the throne, John heard "the voice of a great multitude, and,
as it were the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty
thunderings,' saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth."
We may rightly, though With a deep consciousness of our own
unworthiness, :bless' the holy name of our God that He is a God
Who "executeth righteousness and judgment 'for all that are
oppressed:' Thirdly, we need to bless the Lord for His tender
sympathy and compassion. He pitieth them that fear Him as a
father pitieth his children. As our Creator He knoweth our frame
and He remembereth that He 'formed us originally of the dust of
the ground. He did not develop us from some ape-like creature as
men who reject His Word teach us. He knows that our days are
as the grass, and that we flourish only as the flower of the field.
He therefore is full of sympathy for His people and His mercy to
them is from everlasting to everlasting.

Fourthly, we need to bless the Lord for His greatness, His
majesty and His glory. His throne is in the heavens. His kingdom



ruleth over all. "He doeth according to His will in the army of
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay
His hand, or say unto Him, What doest The'u?" All things,
animate and inanimate, are under His supreme control. He is the
great King' over all the earth. "All nations before Him are as
nothing; and they are counted to Him less than nothing, and vanity."
The inhabitants of the earth are to Him as mere grasshoppers. He
is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. All
power, majesty and glory appertain to Him. Let the regenerat~d
people of the earth praise Him, yea, let all who have tasted of His
grace bless His holy and great name. He is worthy to be praised
and had in honour. Not only do His redeemed people need to
praise Him, but all the elect and unfallen angels are exhorted to
praise Him. "Bless the Lord, ye His angels, that excel in strength,
that do His commandments, hearkening unto the voice of His word."
The starry hosts are also bidden -to do the same. "Praise ye Him,
sun and moon: praise Him all ye stars of light." "All His works
in all places of His dominion," consciously or unconsciously, are
bidden to praise and to bless His name. " For He commanded,
and they were created." In particular, however, the redeemed,
regenerated, adopted and saved believer needs to say with heart and
soul anI voice, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul." He it is Who in
His infinite mercy and grace hath forgiven all my iniquities. He is
in the habit of .healing my bodily diseases, and bringing me back to
health and energy. He daily delivers me from a thousand perils,
and crowns me with His loving kindness and tender mercies.
Therefore, 0 my soul, bless His holy name.

122 The Gospel Magazine

."

THE EXCELLENCE OF THE AUTHORISED VERSION.

" IT seems to me that the translators .of the Authorised .Version have
given us the true meaning of the original, as I think they generally
do. The men are not yet born who will give us a better rendering
either of the Old or the New Testament than is to be found in our
old English Bibles and it is my belief that they never will be born.
These men wrote a marvellously pure English, and really translated
the Bible into our mother tongue, being helped of God not only to
see the meaning, but to write it in words which are understood of
the people. Learned men in our day for th~ most part know every
tongue except English; and they fall into the error of mistaking long
Latinized words for our native language. Give me plain expressive
Saxon. You may place eve~y confidence in your grandmother's
Bible; whatever small improvements the translation may require, it
is in the main so good that its rivals have had but short liv.es, while
it retains all its primitive power."-c. H. Spurgeon. Sermon on
Our Sanctuary, .0. 1786. .
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HONORARY MEMBERS OF ALL SCHOOLS
OF THOUGHT.

(From Principles for Churchmen, pp. xxi-xxiii) .
.By the late Bishop J. C. Ryle.

THOUSANDS of professing Christians nowadays seem utterly unable to
distinguish things that differ. If a preacher or lecturer is only clever
and eloquent and earnest, they appear to think he is all right, however
strange and heterogeneous his sermons or lectures may be. Popery
or Protestantism, an atonement or no atonement, a personal Holy
Ghost or no Holy Ghost, future punishment or no future punishment,
High Church or Low Church or Broad Church, T rinitarianism,
Arianism, or Unitari.anism, nothing comes amiss to them,-they can
swallow all, if they cannot digest it! Carried away by a fancied
liberality and charity, they seem to regard doctrine as a matter of
no importance, and to think everybody is going to be saved and
nobody going to be lost. Their religion is made up of negatives;
and the only positive thing about them is, that they dislike distinctness,
and think all extreme and decided and positive views are very
naughty and very wrong.

These people live in a kind of mist or fog. They see nothing
clearly, and do not know what they believe. They have not made
up their minds about any great point in the Gospel, and seem content
to be hOllorar}) members of all schools of thought. For their lives
they could not tell you what they think is truth about forgivness of
sins, or justification, or regeneration, or sanctification, or the Lord's
Supper, or baptism, or faith, or conversion, or inspiration, or the
future state. They are eate up with a morbid dread of con/rovers})
and in ignorant dislike of part}) spirit, and yet they really cannot
define what they mean by these phrases: The only point you can
make out is that they admire earnestness and cleverness and charity,
and cannot believe that any clever, earnest, charitable man can ever
be in the wrong. And so they live on undecided, and too often
undecided they drift down to the· grave, without comfort in their
religion, and, I am afraid, often without hope.

Th~ explanation of this boneless. nerveless condition of soul is
perhaps not diflicult to find. The heart of man is naturally in the
dark about religion, has no intuitive sense of truth, and really needs
instruction and illumination. Besipes this, the natural heart in most
men hates exertion in religion, and cordially dislikes patient painstaking
inquiny. Above all, the natural heart generally likes the praise of
others, shrinks from collision, and loves to be thought charitable and
liberaL The whole result is that a kind of broad religious
.. agnosticism" just suits an immense number of people, and specially
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suits young persons. They are content to shovel aside all disputed
points as rubbish, and if you charge them with indecision, they will
tell you, .. I do not pretend to understand controversy; I decline to
examine controverted points. I daresay it is lfll the same in the
long run." Who does not know that such people swarm and abound
everywhere? And who does not knOVf that anyone who denounces
this state of things, and insists that a clergyman should Ibe loyal to
the articles of his Church, is regarded as a narrow, party-spirited,
ungenerous person. quite unsuited to the nineteenth century?

mebie\1l~ anb J&otice~ of lOoolt~.

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE GOSPEL STANDARD BAPTISTS.
By S. F. Paul. pp. 86. Price 2/6; by post 2/10.
(Mr. S. F. Paul, 4, Silverdale Road, Hove, Sussex; or
C. J. F arncombe & Sons, Ltd., 55, South End, Croydon,
Surrey). .

The Gospel Standard Baptists originally belonged to one denomin
ation of Baptists who were called Strict and Particular Baptists.
Somewhere near the middle of the nineteenth century seme of the
ministers began to deny the great doctrine of the Eternal Sonship of
our Lord Jesus Christ. At that time there were two Magazines in
connection with the Strict and Particular Baptists. One was called
the Earthem V cssel and the other the Gospel Standard. The
Em"them Vessel Magazine more or less condoned the error of
denying the Eternal Sonship 9f our Lord Jesus Christ, but the late
Mr. J. C. Philpot, M.A., felt the matter was so serious' that he
firmly opposed 'the error anQ wrote a book on .. The Eternal Sonship
of o~r Lord J ~sus ~hrist.". The resul, was t~at those Strict. and
PartIcular Baptists who del1led the Eternal Sonshlp became assocIated
with the Earthem Vessel Magazine, and those who held firmly to
that Scriptural doctrine became associated with the Gospel Standard
Magazine. Mr. Philpot was the Editor of the Gospel Standard.
He had been brought up in the Church of England and had been
ordained to its ministry, but afterwards seceded. He was well
acquainted with the histpry of the three Creeds, with the 39 Articles.
and with the Westminster Confession of Faith. He knew that the
doctrine of the Eternal Sonship was taught in the 'icene Creed
dating trom A.D.381 in its final form. Christ was .. Begollen of
His Father before all worlds." He knew that the Athanasian Creed
said that Christ was .. God, of the substance of the Father, begotten
before the worlds." He knew that Article n of the Church of
England said, .. The Son, which is the Word 'of the Father, begotten
from everlasting of (he Falher, the very and eternal God, and of
one substance' with the Father." He knew that the Westminster
Confession of Faith said, .. The Son is etemally begol/cn of the



Father." , But he was also fully persuaded that those who in the early
centuries upheld the doctrine of Christ's eternal Sonship, together with
the English Reformers and the Westminster divines, were men taught
of God by means of His inspired Word, and He himself, being
persuaded that the Scriptures clearly taught the eternal Sonship of
Christ, felt impelled to defend this great truth against the erroneous
teaching which had' developed amongst the Strict Baptists. We

. ourselves, some years ago, when staying under the roof of the late
highly esteemed Secretary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society
(Mr. ]. E. Hazelton), were surprised to learn for the first time
that. the Strict Baptists had become split up into two sections in
reference to this important doctrine. He lent us Philpot's book on
the subject which we thought was an able and Scriptural defence of
that doctrine. Mr. Paul's Historical Sketch of the Gospel Standard
Baptists goes fully into this matter, and he shm:Vs that the l:\vo
sections of Strict Baptists have been acknowledged to be distinct,
and that the Gospel Standard section rightly claims to be distinct,
and to be known as Gospel Standard Baptists. It can be truly
said to be a carefully written historical record.

aturally, as one, not a Strict Baptist,' we deplore that the error
referred to above arose, and naturally led to the split. We under
stand, however, that the error is not now held by the Earthem Vessel
Baptists (now renamed The Gospel Herald). Mr. Paul says, so far
a~, that is true, it is all to the good" (p.8S). The division, however, I
hav'ing taken place, there seems no likelihood of its being healed at
present. It is not for us to sit in judgme)1t on those who are thus
dividea. We would only lovingly suggest that as there is no doubt
in both sections "a remnant according to the election of grace,"
there is need that both remnants should walk in love, a; Christ also
hath loved them. If the truth of the eternal Sonship of Christ is
really held, it should be firmly upheld by both sections. All believers
should stand fast in th~ faith. 0 error should be condoned by
any of God's people. We are living in times when the leaven of
error in manifold forms has developed more or less in all th~ pro
fessing churches in Christendom, and the true people of God need
increasingly to contend for the faith once for all delivered to the

. saints. All the denominations seem to be more or less infected with
error, worldliness, and formalism, and there is a loud call to all
God's true people to renounce the world, the flesh, and the devil,
and if they can come together witho~t compromise, so much the ~etter.

In conclusion, we are constrained to say that we all need greater
humility in reading the Scriptures. We are bidden to receive with
meelrness the engrafted Word. Moreover we need to rememBer God's
Iways are past finding out, and so some of His revealed truth is
beyond our powers to explain. Yet we are humbly to believe land to
receive all that God has revealed. Well is it, if, in the language of
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an ancient hymn (The T e Deum), we can say from our hearts,
.. Thou art the everlasting son of the Father."

THE ApOCALYPSE. By John A. Anderson, M.D. pp. 70. Price
2/-. (T0 be had from Or. Anderson, Rhynie, Aberdeen-
shire).

This little book has forewords by the Rev. ]. Sidlow Buter and
the Rev. ]. Russell Howden, B.O. either of these gentlemen,
however, is enthusiastic in recommending Dr. Anderson's book. It
is well-known that the Revelation is a New Testament book which
is very differently interpreted by four different schools of interpreters.
Though the author of this little volume inclines towards what has
been ·called the Simple Futurist interpretation, there is much in his
book with which many will disagree whatever view they take of the
general interpretation of the Apocalypse. F or example it is suggested
that Judas .. the son of perdition" and the man of sin who is also
called .. the son ·of perdition" are one and the same person. (See
John xvii. 12 and II. Thess. ii .. 3). Or: Anderson says" It seems that
Satan claimed (Judas), and shut him in the bottomless pit, and that
there he has been trained to fulfil the daring character of Anti-God,
when he will demand the worship due to God alone. It is he who
will murder the two prophets, and the many martyrs of the end
time." (pp. 57, 58.) This idea seems to us wholly ",.-ith-out Scrip
ture warrant. On p. 47 Dr. Anderson says, .. Three messages to all
the world will be sent forth by wireless radio. The first the every
lasting Gospel . . .' The second message is that Babylon is
fallen . . .. The third message said that if any worship the beast
or his image . . . . he shall receive God's fury." The reference is
to Revelation xiv 6, 8, 9. We would point out that Scripture does
not say that these messages will be "sent forth by wireless radio."

Mr. Russell Howden says in his foreword, " It will be recognized
by all thoughtful people that. in dealing with prophecy yet unfulfilled,
undue dogmatism is out Elf place, and a wise reserve is necessary."
We think that all interpreters need to keep this warning in mind. We
~ay. rightly be firm in the View we take, but ou.r views should be
s.et forth humbly -and kindly. To say therefore that a view from
which we differ "borders· on blasphemy" and that thousands of
preachers teach a view which •(borders on blasphemy" (p. 69).
seems to us to use language that lacks that Christian forbearance
which is enjoined on God's people.

THE DOWNGRADE OF MODER ISM. By the Rev. John Shearer.
M.A. pp. 24. Price 3d. postage extra. 12 copies for 2/6.
(To be obtained from the Rev. John Shearer, MA., 49
Ressington Drive, Bearsclen, Glasgow.)

Mr. Shearer is an E.x-President of the Baptist Union of Scotland.
He stands exactly where Spurgeon stood about 60 years ago when
he valiantly exposed the downgrade or Modernist teaching of many
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of the mInIsters of the Baptist denomination in England. That evil
teaching still abounds and has no doubt become more prevalent both
in England and ScotJand and all over the world. The Assembly of
the Baptist Union of Scotland has actually agreed to welcome the

.- Baptist College into the Union, althQUgh it denies the Word of God
and the F undainentals of the Evangelical Faith. Mr. Shearer ably
exposes the Modernistic teaching of the Baptist College in Scotland
and of Carey Hall where women missionaries are prepared for
service under the Baptist Missionary Society. His pamphlet deserves
to be circulated by the thousand.

CHRIST'S ACTIVE AND PASSIVE OB£DIE CE.

How art thou righteous before God I Only by a true faith in Jes,us
Christ, insomuch that· if my conscience accuse me that I have
grievously transgressed against all the commandments of God, nor
have kept anyone of them, and, moreover, am still prone to evil;
yet, notwithstanding, the ~ll and perfect satisfaction, righteousneSlS,
and holiness of Christ is imputed and given to me, without any merit
of mine, of the mere mercy,of God, even as if I had never committed
any sin, or as if no spot at all did cleave to me, yea, as if I myself
had perf.ectly performed that obedience which Christ performed for
me. . .. Why is Christ's sacrifice and obedi"ence called the material
cause of our justification? For that it is the same for which we are
made righteous. (Rom. v. 19).-Is Christ's death and last passion
only imputed to us, or also the obedience of His rife I Both. His
satisfaction by punishment meriteth for us the remission of sin. This
is His passive obedience. Then there is the obedience called active
obedience. . . . We owed to God not only punishment for the
transgression, but also a perfect obedience. All this hath. Christ
satisfied for us. But our justification is most ascribed to Christ's
suffering, blood-shedding, and death.-(Heidelberg Catechism).

PRESIDENT TRUMAN'S RECOGNITION OF GOD.

ON ApriL 16th last, f945, President Truman, the new President
of the United States, delivered his first address before the joint
session of Congress. A marked feature of his address was his
recognition of God. We give extracts illustrating this.

.. In His' infinite wisdom, Almighty God has seen fit to take from
us a great man who loved, and was b~loved by, all humanity.

. "With divine guidance and your help, we will find the new

...



128 The Gospel Magazme

passage to a far better world. a kindly and friendly world. with just,
and lasting pea<;e.

"At this moment I have in my heart a prayer. As I assume
my heavy duties I humbly pray to Almighty God. in the Words
of Solomon: • Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to
judge Thy people. that I may discern between good and bad. for
who is able to judge this Thy so great a people?' I ask only to be
a good and faithful servant of my Lord 'and my people."----JThe
Times. April 17th• 1945.

EDITORIAL

Received by the Editor. with many thanks:-Mr. S. Masterton; Pastor
H. Moore; Miss A. Parkinson; Mr. E. J. Pounds; Miss E. J. Carter; Miss
L. M. Donges; Miss G. M. Sanger; Miss L. Ormiston; Miss J. Alexander;
Dr. L. M. Houghton.

EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE

From Tunbridge Wells: .. We find the' Gospel Magazine a great help
and comfort. We look forward to its coming."

From Tunbridge Wells: .. 1 would like to thank you for the account
oj Legh Richmond's' son.. It has been a great encouragement to me."

From Astley: .. Many must be very thankful to God, that the Magazine
still comes to cheer, refresh. and comfort. especially during the fearful
conflict we have been passing through." I

From Clevedon: I. I am always so pleased to read the' Gospel Magazine.
so full of Gospel truth."

From Nelson, New Zealand: .. Our son. Bisl:iop F. Houghton. in a
letter dated April 24th from Nelson, says. 'Colonel and Mrs. Bisset
have been very kind. He wants me to tell you that he owes a great
deal to the . Gospel Magazine ': For some years he has been a strong
Calvinist; though he was only conv-:rted at 50. .. I preached in the
Cathedral on Sunday night to a large congregation, and in the morning
at the Baptist Church. which was full. Last night we had our public
meeting, with the Dean presiding and Methodist. Baptist. and Anglican
Min!sters present.'''
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