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•, Who comfort<th us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted

of God. fJ_2 CoRINTHIANS i. 4.

.. NOT FOR THY RIGHTEOUSNESS."

.. Understand, therefore, that the Lord ~h}) God giveth Ilhee not this
good land to possess it foor th}) righteousness; for thou art
a stiffnecked pwple."-DEUTERONOMY ix. 6.

WHEN Moses spoke these words to the children of Israel they had
come to the borders of the promised land. Soon, under the leadership
of joshua, they would be entering the land promised hundreds of years
before to Abraham,' Isaac, and j acob. For 40 years they had
wandered in the wilderness. Now their wanderings would cease, and
they would ~ake possession of the land divinely promised. The
conquest of this land would be a formidable undertaking. They had to
face seven nations greater and mightier than themselves, but the Lord
their God would go before them, and as a consuming fire He would
destroy their enemies (see (Deu!. vii. 1; ix. 1-3). Moses knew what
human nature was ,and he warned them of the spiritual dangers to
which they would be exposed. They would be tempted to say, .. For
my righteousness' the Lord hath brought me in to possess this land."
This would be very serious error, and Moses reminds them of two
reasons why they would be enabled to possess the land.. .

( 1) First it would be because of the wickedness of these nations that
the Lord would drive them out before Israel. When God promised
the land to Abraham's seed" ihe iniquity of the Amorites was not yet
full" (Gen. xv. 16). The cases of Sodom and Gomorrah showed
that sin abounded in Abraham's time, and though God destroyed those
two cities, yet sin abounded in other parts of Canaan. In the time of
Moses the iniquity of these seven nations had come to the full. .. The
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land is defiled: therefore f do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and

the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants" (Leviticus xviii. 25, 28).

These nations had no doubt heard of the Flood which overwhelmed

the world of the ungodly, and they must have been aware of the

judgment upon Sodom and Gomorrah, yet they went on with their

sins 'and abominations, and at last God used Israel to exterminate

them. That· is a truth which we do well to heed in these days.

God may bear with a nation's sins for hundreds of years, but at last
the moment comes, and He visits terrible judgment upon it. Think of
Israel and the BabylOllian captivity. Think of the judgment which
came upon Jerusalem and its people when her Roman enemies laid
Jerusalem even with the ground and her children within her, because
she knew not the time of her visitation. (See Luke xix. 43, 44).
Ever since that time that nation, for the most part, has been judicially
blinded. Think of the judgment which has come upon Germany and
upon the nations of the earth for .their manifold transgressions and their
mighty sins. Must we not say with the psalmist, "Verily He is a God
that ]udgeth the earth"? (Psalm lxiii. 11). And do not we need to
realise that though God in His great mercy has delivered us from
invasion and 1:Iefeat, yet we are a guilty nation, and there are no signs
of national repentance?

(2) Secondly, Moses says that the overthrow of the nations of
Canaan was· that God might "perform the word which He sware
t;nto Israel's fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and J acob." He is the
"faithful God, Which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that
love Him and keep his commandments" (Deut. vii. 9). "Under
stand therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this good land
to possess it for thy righteousness; for thou are a stiffnecked people."
Later on Moses said to them, "Ye have been rebellious against the
Lord from the day that I knew you" (Deut. ix, 7, 24). Should
not this make even the Lord's true people to say, "0 what sinners
we are, but what a gracious and merciful God we have got." "He
hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to
our iniquities. F or as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is
His mercy toward them that fear Him. As far as the east is from
the ""'est, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us" (Psalm
ciii. 10-12). 0 how humble we ought to be when we think of our
sinfulness' and our sins, and how thankful we should be for the
multitude of God's. mercies towards us. Well, let us remember that
it is not for our righteousness that we possess any of the blessings of
redemption.

•I
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I. First, redemption its~lf is not due to our righteousness. Christ
did not come to call the righteous, supposing there were any such
people. He came to call sinners to' repentance. He came to seek
and to save the lost. He died for the ungodly. .. God commendeth
His love toward us, in that, while \,,'e were yet sinners, Christ died for
us" (Rom. v. 6, B). If we are redeemed and delivered from hell
we have no reason to glcry as though it were in the smallest degree
due to our righteousness. Br nature we are stiffnecked, stubborn,
rebellious, and sinful. Ho"" .deeply the great Apostle Paul felt this
when he wrote, .. Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of
whom I am chief" (1. Tim. i. 15).

2. Regeneration is not due to our righteousness~ Who are the
people whom God renegenerates and quickens? They are
described as dead in trespasses and sins, as walking according to
the course' of this world, according to the prince of the power of the
air, fulfilling the desires of the flesh, and by nature the children of
wrath, even as others. They are spiritually dead, under the power of
the world, the flesh and the devil, absolutely unable to turn 'from the
evil path in. which they are walking. .. But God, Who is rich in
mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved them, even when' they
were dead in sins, hath quickened them together ~ith Christ," and
~aved them by His grace. Not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God were they. born again.
(See Ephes. ii. 1-5; John I. 13).,

Understand therefore that you were born again not for }Jour
righteousness. .. There is none righteous, no, not one" (Rom. iii. 10).

3. Your }ustification is not for }Jour righte'ousness. To justify
means to declare righteous, but as there. are none righteous, no,
net one, God cann::!t declare any sinner righteous because he is
righteous. He can only be declared righteous on the ground that
Christ's righteousness is imputed to him. (See 11. Cor.' v. 21; Rom.
v. 19; iv. 11). The sinner is ju~tified freely by God's grace-His
unmerited favour. He is justified by faith without any works of His
own. God in mercy clothes the believing sinner with the robe of
Chri~t's righteousness. He is saved .. not of works, lest any man
should boast." (See Rom. iii. 24, 27, 2B; Isaiah Ixi. 10; Ephes. ll.

B-1 0; 11. Tim. i. 9).

Not for th; righteousness art thou justified.

4. Finally, all the blessings of redemption and our final glorifica
tion are not for our righteousness. The Lord guides, keeps, provides
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for, comforts and prospers His people, but all this is- of grace, not for
their righteousness. Glorification foilows justification, but it is not for
our righteousness. While we are here we must say" to Him be glory."
.. Unto Him that loved us and washed us from our sins in His Own
blood . . . to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.'·
Later, when- all the multitude shall stand before the throne, .. a
great multitude, which no man could number." from every part of the
earth, it will be because they are washed and made white in the blood
of the Lamb. (Rev. i, 5, 6; vii. 9, la, 14, 15).

Not for -our righteousness are any of the blessings of redemption
ours. .. Not unto us, 0 Lord. not unto us, but unto Thy name give
glory, for Thy mercy. and for Thy truth's sake" (Psalm cxv. I) .

.. Not what these hands have done
Can save this guilty soul;

Not what this toiling flesh has borne
Can make my spirit whole.

.. Not what I feel or do
Can give me peace with God;

Not all my prayers, and sighs, and tears,
Can bear my awful load.

.. Thy work alone, 0 Christ,
Can ease this weight of sin;

Thy blood alone, 0 Lamb of God.
Can give me peace within.

.. No other work save Thine.
No meaner blood will do;

No strength save that which is divine
Can bear me safely through.

.. 'Tis He Who saveth me,
And freely pardon gives;

I love because He loveth me,
I live because He lives." (Dr. H. Bonar) .

.. Not by works of righteousness
according to His mercy He saved us"

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferr)). King's L))nn, Norfoll~.

which we have done. but
(Titus iii. 5).

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).
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EVANGELIZATION ON BIBLE LINES.
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•• Go ye into all the 'World, and preach the Gospel to. every creature."
-MARK xvi. 15.

THE word .. Evangelization" means the prcclaiming of the Gospel.

!'r1any, who feel that our country is lapsing into paganism, are

orgariising evangelistic meetings, in the hope, no doubt, of being

instrumental in bringing many into the enjoyment of Gospel blessings.

F or a great number of years s~ch meetings have been conducted on

lines which in the view of many Christians are hardly warranted by

Scripture. The doctrine that Scripture is our only rule of faith and

practice, is not, we fear, sufficiently heeded in these days. Some

suggest that we should attract the people to churches and chapels by

whatever means will draw them, and then, when you have them before

you, give them the Gospel. The result is that oftentimes people are drawn

to evangelistic gatherings by means which have really no warrant in

Scripture. Loose means of attracting people, however, are often

accompanied by loose teaching on the Gospel of God's grace, and

many who desire in all their work in the Lord's vineyard to wa"lk

according to God's revealed will are grieved. Great zeal, no

doubt, is shown in many of the evangelistic methods of the day, but

in the view of many it is a zeal" not according to knowledge."

We remember reading ~ remark made by a prominent minister many

years ago which was something to the following effect. He said that

many peoRle seemed to think that the Holy Ghost was not doing His

regenerating work quick' enough, and so they resorted to novel

evangelistic methods to hasten the conversion of sinners. We may
freely own that some of the Lord's people are not as keen in obeying
the Lord's command to preach the Gospel to every creature as they
should be. Some, it may be, are so keen about satisfying their own
spiritual hunger that they have little or no concern for the thousands of
millions who have never heard the Gospel at all. If any of us fail in
this matter ,if we fail to be concerned about the nations, and kindreds,
and people and tongues, who are si'tting in darkness and the shadow
of death there is surely something spiritually wrong with us. Our
Lord said, .. The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few.
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Pray ye the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth labourer;;

into His harvest" (Matt. ix. 37).

There is no doubt need for much prayer in reference to the ~illions

who know nothing about the true God and the only Saviour, and there

is need for greater generosity, so that true messengers of the Gospel

may be sent into the dark places of "the earth. But, while ever:}'· proper

zeal should be manifested for the spread of Gospel truth, we should

ever bear in mind that our Lord .. shall see of the travail of His soul,
and shall be satisfied" (Isaiah liii. 11). We have seen it suggested

that He may be a disappointed Saviour, that some whom He

wanted to save will ?e lest. This is an awful dodrine, and completely

contrary 10 His Own express word. Sad to say, however, a great

many Bible readers deliberately pass by and ignore many parts of

Scripture which do not fit in with their thol,lghts. We would remind

any such of two utterances of our Lord Himself to which we all need

to take heed. He says, " A Il that the Father giveth Me shall c;ome to
Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John vi.

I l7). Then He further says, " Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy
Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee: as Thou hast given Him
power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life 10 as man}} as
Thou hast hasl giv'cll Him" (John xvii. I, 2).

Thus we have our Lord's Own declaration that the Father has
given Him power over all flesh that He should give eternal life to <1.S

many as the Father has given Him. Wherever the given ones are,
in whatever part of the earth, He will in due time give to them eternal
life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out
of His hand. (See John x. 27-29). All the given ones shall come
to Him, everyone of them, and He will in no wise cast out anyone
who comes to Him. Every poor sinner who comes to Hi'm He will
welcome. He will in no wise cast him out. Thus, dear Christian
readers, there is no uncertainty about our Lord .. accomplishing the
number of His elect." The world, the flesh, and the devil will no
doubt do all that they can to prevent the Lord's gracious purpose from
being accomplished, but .. He shall see of the travail of His soul.",

All this is of immense' comfort to faithful workers m the Lord's
vineyard. They know that .. their labour is not in vain in the Lord"
I. Cor. xv. 58). They get downhearted when they see so many empt~
pews, and sometimes when they even see some of their own people
gomg after other preachers, but, .. they that sow in tears shall reap in
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forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall

with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him"

But the Lord uses means. It is through the

(the Gospel) that He saves them that believe.

Now notice some. thoughts on preaching the

another form, on evangelizing.

joy. He that goeth

doubtless come again

(Psalm cxxvi. 5, 6).

foolishness of preaching

(See L Cor. i, 21).

Gospel, ~r putting it in

l. First, we are taught that'the Church of God is under a constant,
obligation to preach the Gospel.

It was to the Apostles that our Lord said, .. Go ye into all the

'world, and preach the Gospel to every creature." But He evidently

spoke to them representatively. When He said to them, .. This do in

remembrance 'of Me," He was speaking to the Church for all time

speaking through the Apostles. So the Gospel is to be preached right

on until the Lord comes. The Church is responsible to carry out this

command. Of course all its members are not called to the public

preaching of the Gospel. .. Let your women keep silence in the
Churches" (I. Cor. xiv. 34), is an injunction which shows that women
are not called to the public 'ministry of the word. Yet they can
instruct their own sex in Gospel truth, and they can teach their own
children. From a child Timothy, knew the holy Scriptures which are
full of Gospel truth. How did he know them? Surely he was
instructed by his godly. mother. Without publicly preaching to mixed
audiences there were godly women who laboured with Paul in the
Gospel (Phil. iv. 3). The whole Church of God can in some measure
be obedient to the Lord's command by the testimony of those who are
divinely called to this work, by prayer that the word preached may
have free course and be glorified, and by generous gifts to help
forward the work of· proclaiming the Gospel to every creature~ In
many ways godly men and women may -make known the Gospel
without being ministers of the word in the ordinary sense of those
words.

2. Secondly. the comm'and tv pr'each the Gospel is a command
to preach a message divinely revealed in Scripture.

It is not a message which originated with ourselves. It is .. tlre
Gospel of God. which He had promised afore by His prophets in
the holy Scriptures" (Rom. i. 1. 2). Before we can rightly preach
it we must know what it is. A man must not only be converted but
also divinely taught in GJSpel truth ere he stands forth to preach:



104 The Gospel Magazine

"the Apostles were taught by Christ, and He opened their under
standing that they might understand the Scriptures. That the Old
Testament is full of Gospel truth, as well as the New Testament, is
evident from Peter's words about Christ. He says, .. To Him give
all the prophets witness, that through His name whosoever believeth in
Him shall receive remission of sins" (Acts x. 43).

3. Thirdly, rhe Go~pel to be preached is speciall}} the good news
that Christ died on the cross as the Substitute of His peolple.

The Apostle describes the Gospel as the preaching that Christ died
for His people's sins according to th; Scriptures and that He rose
again the third day according to the Scripturlls (1. Cor. xv. 1-4). It
is a Gospel which enables believers to say, .. Christ hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us." .. Christ also
hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust." .. He bore our
sins in His Own body on the tree." (Gal. iii. 13; 1. Peter ii. 24;
iii. 18). ' .. He gave His life a ransom for many." He" was once
offered to bear the sins of many." (Matt. xx. 26; Heb. ix. 28).
It is a Gospel which tells of the Person of Christ, and His offices of
Prophet, Priest, and King. It tells of His incarnation, His life, His
atoning death, His triumphant resurrection and ascension, His session
at the right hand of God and His coming again to fetch His ransomed
people Home.

4. Fourthly, it is an unchangeable Gospel. .

It was suited for the first century. It is· suited for the twentieth
century, and it is the only message which God's messengers are to
proclaim. The Apostle Paul had long been preaching it when he
wrote his Epistle to the Roman Christians, but he said to th~ saints
in that city, .. I am ready to preach the Gospel to you that are at
Rome also" (Rom. i. 15). He neVer dreamed of preaching anything
else but the one Gospel. .. Though we (he said), or an angel from
heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed" (Gal. i. 8). Whether to
~ai~ts or to unconverted sinners, this is the only message which
in all its comprehensiveness and freshness is to be preached. A
preacher may have preached for many years, but he must still go on
preaching the same message in the power of the Holy Ghost.

5. Fifthly, it is a Gospel which will be variousl}} received, but
will through the power of the Hol}} Ghost achieve the great
end for which it is preached.

The Apostle Paul found when he went to Rome that .. some
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beiieved the words which were spoken, and some believed not," but he
went on preaching the same message" (Acts xxviii. 23-31). Whether
men believed or remained in unbelief he could say of faithful
mes~enger~, .. We are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that
are saved. and in them that perish: to the one we are a saviour of
death unto death; and to the other the savour of life u~to life"
(11. Cor. ii. 15, 16).

, Our Lord expected that some hearers would believe and some
would believe not (Mark xvi. 16). Moreover, He taught that Gospel
preaching would be opposed by the devil and the world. Of wayside
hearers of the word He said, .. Then cometh the devil, and taketh
away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be
~aved." Of thorny ground hearers He said, .. When they have heard.
(they) go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures
of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection." Only in the case of
good ground hearers, hearers whose hearts have been prepared by the
Holy Ghost, is the Gospel .. the power of God unto salvation"
(Rom. i. 16). 0 how we nee~ to realise the power of the devil and
the danger of .. the riches and pleasures of this life." But we are
taught that God is now visiting the Gentiles .. &J ta/re out of them a
people for His name" (Acts xv. 14). This He is doing all over
the world. This He will go on doing until the innumerable multitude
of His people are gathered out, and saved' with an ~verlasting

salvation (Rev. vii. 9-1 7).

We conclude with two observations.
\

First, we would say that the whole teaching of the New Testament
is that the preaching of the Gospel alone was the means by which God
saved them that believed. We are now being recommended to make
me of the cinema and the drama in order to bring England from
paganism. A vague kind of Gospel is also recommended. ,Moreover,
many feel it necessary to have large choirs (many of whom are no
dQubt unconverted) and solo singers, and other sensational means of
attracting the multitude to hear the Gospel. But on the day of
Pentecost about three thousand were converted and there was no choir,
no soloists, no dramas, no cinemas. The Holy Ghost did His work
without humanly-devised methods. All through the ministry of the
Apostle Paul great blessing attended his testimony. Yet he had no
soloist, no choir ,and no after meetings. He made no effort to hasten
conversions by asking people. to stand up or by getting them to sign
what 'are called .. Decision cards." He never urged his hearers to
.. d,ecide for Christ," or suggested that Christ wanted to save them if
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they would only let Him. It is remarkable that the word .. decide OF

I
does not occur in the Bible except in- I. Kings xx. 40. We also read of

.. the valley of decision" in J oel iii. 14, but the words have nothing

to do with preaching the Gospel. F or over sixty years we have felt

that the Gospel and the Gospel alone is the power of God unto

salvation to everyone that believeth. We feel that we cannot improve

on the Apostolic message and the Apostolic methods. It pleased Gpd

in Apostolic days by the foolishness of preaching the Gospel to save

them that believe, and we believe that no other message should be

preached and no other method should be employed.

Our second observation is that the preaching of the Gospel brings to

the faithful preacher both encouragement and discouragement. There

seem to be times when God in His sovereignty grants great blessing,

There are other times when the heart of the earnest: faithful and
praying preacher is saddened by the growing spiritual deadness and
indifference .to Gospel truth which prevails. Our Lo.rd Himself was
despised and rejected of men. Many were blessed through His
ministry, but the great majority rejected His message and rejected Him.
.. Both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people
of Israel were gathered together" against Him Whom God had
anointed.. God approved Him, but His enemies by wicked hands
crucified and slew Him. (See Acts ii. 22, 23; iv. 27). He said to
His Apostles, .. If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute
you; if they have kept My saying, they will keep yours also" (John
xvi. 20). The greater part of the Jewish nation were judicially·
blinded, and will continue so till the fulness of the Gentiles be come in
(Rom. xi. 25). May not the present state of Christendom with all
its idolatry, formalism, and worldliness, and with all its rejection of
great Gospel truths be an indication of judicial blindness as a judgment
upon her for turning her back upon the truth and believing the
abounding errors now so prevalent. At any rate our Lord has told us
that the state of things in the day when He returns will be similar to
to the state of things in the time of Noah. Noah was a preacher of
righteousness, but there is no evidence that any were converted through
his testimony. The flood, when it came, came on the world of the
ungodly. (See Matt. xxiv. 37-39). Noah could not be charged
with a failure to preach th~ truth. Then think of the history of Israel,
God's <lncient pe:Jple. Constant lapsing into idolatry characterised
them., .. The Lord God of their fathers sent to them by His
messengers, rising up betimes and sending; because He had compassion
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on His people, and on His dwelling place. But they mocked the

messengers of God, and despised His words, and misused His prophets,

until the wrath of the Lord arose against His. people, till there was no
remedy" (11. Chron. xxxvi. IS, 16). The Lord's prophets and

messengers were faithful. They spake God's Word, but their message

was despi~ed and they were misused.
I

Surely, there are many godly, praying and faithful ministers to-day

who preach the Gospel of God's grace a.ld yet whose testimony is

rejected and whose places of worship are largely empty. Yet it is
said, .. If the Gospel is really being preached and there is a Bible
ministry, in most cases such churches are full." We cannot endorse

this statement. We believe that as the Old Testament prophets were

rejected, so, m!iny true messengers of ·God are rejected to-day, though

they still faithfully and prayerfully preach the old Gosp~1. We admit

that wc are not all as faithful, as prayerful, and as zealous as we

should be, but 'we believe that Cod, in His sovereignty, is withholding

much blessing because of the general apostasy from His tru.th which
now, In so large a degree, charac.terises the professing Church In

.general.

. Do we not need to remember the inspired prediction which says,
"The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine . . .
and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned
unto fables?" Surely that time has at least partially come now.
Hence faithful Gospel-preaching men may have comparatively empty
places of worship despite their faithfulness in preaching the old Gospel.
But Paul says to Timothy, notwithstanding the rejection of - Gospel

'truth, that he is to watch in all things, do the DJork of an evangelist,
and make full proof of his ministry. (See 11. Timothy iv: 3-5).
Our Lord cheers- His rejected messengers by saying " Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and persecut~ you, and shall say all'manner
of evil against y·o.u falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding
glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they thei
prophets which were before you" (Matt. v. 11, 12).

Let us then go on doing the work of evangelists. Preach the old
Gospel in dependence on the power of the Holy Ghost. By divine
grace let us seek to abound more and more 'in the work of -the Lord,
and let us be well assured that despite all the evils of the time our
labour shall not be in vam in the Lord.

THE EDITOR.
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~ilgrim ~aper6.

WELLSPRINGS.

.. Now when I passed b)) thee, and looked upon thee, behold th)) time
was the time of love; and I spread m)) skirt over thee and
covered th)) na/redness; ))ea, I sware unto thee, and e{ltered
into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord God, and thoa
becamest mine."-EZEKIEL xvi. 8.

IN meditating upon these words, during a recent night season, I felt
my soul carried away in adoration, as contemplating the work of my
precious Redeemer whilst the heights and depths of His grace and
love and mercy were unscaleable, unfathomable, unspeakable: and all
underserved ! We need ever to be asking for more grace, and more
'grace to ponder the mysteries of God's love to us; the freeness of it,
,and the wonders of it to heE-deserving sinners. Let us look into these
precious verses where Christ in God is declaring what He does for His
redeemed people, every individual member of His mystical body.
And in telling forth that, He likewise declares what she was and her
dire need and condition, and there with His work upon her what she
is in His sight and regard. Such is the perfection of His, so great
sa;va~icn! He does no, ccme half-w:ly, but a:l the way; nGr leave
one poor helpless sinner to attempt what he cannot achieve. No!
God's salvation is worthy of Himself and to' Him is all the glary.
.. It is .. Kingly, Mighty and Complete," as dea{ .. G.c." used to say.
In His sovereignty, He chooses whom He will, and those who are
sinners, lost and ruined by the Fall, upon them He wills to work His
marvellous, incomprehensible, unutterable and undeserved Love!

Would that our pulpits to-day rung with this glorious truth and
exalted the God of our salvation. But alas! for the watered down
Gospel which fosters the pride in our fallen sinful nature, and tells
the sinner to do what God alone can do and has I done. One of our
dear old Puritan ,writers (Ambrose SerIe I believe it is) remarks, .. Too
many modern preachers resemble auctioneers who put up heaven to the
highest bidder." But blessed be God Who by His Spirit has taught
us to give .Him all the glory of the sinner's salvation and that glory
will ever be estimated .. great" as the work of God alone.

Now let us look at our verse and ponder its precious teachin~.

Here is the picture of an infant, helpless as a new-born infant is, cast
out and abandoned and left to die. What more helpless than such
an one? And that is the description God gives of a sinner in all his
helplessness, pollution and state by nature. On the other hand there
is the blessed sovereign mercy of God to such an one, whom He is
.. determined to save," watching over his path until the set hour of His
delivering grace and mercy is come.
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We have a blessed and brilliant example of this in the dying thief,
powerless and polluted by sin, and had it not been that sovereign grace
and mercy first moved toward him, he never would have been drawn
to call that dying Man by his side .. Lord" and acknowledge Him
King of a coming kingdom. But the Friend of sinners was He Who
was even in that moment of extreme weakness and suffering ready to
save this poor outcast, and grant him a place in His kingdom that
very day! Oh! the riches and wonders of I sovereign Grace! Would
that all could tell it forth more fully, more adequately to the honour
and ,glory of His dear name!

But we return to our subject and would draw the dear reader's
attention to the fulness and freeness of divine love as set forth in the
verse before us. . .. Now when I passed by thee, ';nd looked upon thee,
spread my skirt over the::, covered thy nakedness or as it might be
rendered decked thine uncomeliness, sware unto thee and entered into
a covenant with thee, saith the Lord God, then thou becamest Mine.
Then I washed thee and anointed thee and clothed thee with broidered
work, and shod thee with badger's skin, and I girded thee about with
fine linen and I covered thee with silk; I decked thee also with
ornaments, and put bracelets upon thy hands and a chain about
thy neck, and I put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in thine
ears and a beautiful crown upon thine head." And thus seeing the
work of His hand., He alone could pronounce this once cast out and
sin polluted child of His .. exceeding beautiful" and made to
.. prosper into a kingdom." Perfect through the comeliness He had
put upon her, His whole soul delighted in her. It reminds us of
Ps. 45 where the language of that song of loves· describes both the
King and the King's daughter whom He has made .. all glorious
within; her clothing is of wrought gold; she shall be brought unto the
King in raiment of needlework" and that .. with gladness and
rejoicing." Such is His work in the salvation of every member of
His mystical body, the Church of the living God. That is how we
can in !1 measure in our finite minds understand how He delighteth
in her! He sees the work of His Own hands and is satisfied!
That is also how every grace-saved sinner learns to disown self and
put all the glory of his salvation on his dear Redeemer's head!

, .. Sav'd from the damning power of sin,
The law's tremendous curse,
We'll now the sacred song begin,
Where God began with us."

There is but ORe place, one attitude of heart and mind for every
redeemed sinner and that is as .. a debtor to mercy alone," and of that
covenant mercy he l"ves to sing and will sing all the way of his
pilgrimage home. There is a lovely little paragraph in Bunyan's
.. Pilgrim's Progress" where Prudence asks Christian whether he can
remember by what means .. he found his annoyances at times as though
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they were vanquished"? Christian readily replies, .. Yes, when r
think what I saw at the cross, that will do it: and when I look upon
my broidered coat, that will do it; also when I look unto the roll, that
I carry in my bosom, that will do it; and when my thoughts wax
warm about whither I am going, that will do it." .

And should not these glorious truths of what the God of our
salvation has done for us, and' of what, through the work of His
Own hands, He thinks of us, set a dignity up~n our high calling, ,and
mark us with His Own right royal seal and claim? .. Ye are not
your own, ye are bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your
body and in your spirit, which are His." Oh! to walk humbly with
our God! Oh! for more and more grace not to, grieve ,l the Holy
Spirit of God, whereby we are sealed unto the day of redemption."
Oh! to keep in mind the cost of that redemption and of our precious
Redeemer's .. Love - so amazing, so divine" 'of whi.ch we sing,
demanding our soul, our life, our all! How it humbles us to think of
our sins and failures, our contrary ways, our unholy behaviour and
temper towards one another. Yet His love remains unchangeable;
His grace will endure and make us debtors to His sovereign mercy
alone to the last breath of our lives, and had He not passed by us,
looked upon us in His pity and love, and covered us 'with the robe of
His salvation and entered into that everlasting covenant with us,
whereby we became His, we should know nothing of the .. new song"
put into our mouths, have no hope of Heaven, and no joys of
salvation in our pilgrimage and warfare here. It is all because of His
passing by, looking upon His people in all His pitying condescending
love and mercy, covering us in His Robe of Righteousness and
binding us with Himself in that everlasting covenant whiCh made His
redeemed People His own (as He declares in our text), .. Thou

. becamest mine," that you and I, beloved reader,' can lift up our
heads and rejoice. Oh! the Royal, Free Pardon! Oh! the pitying
mercy of it! Was this not often exemplified in the li'fe of the sinless
Saviour when upon earth? How ready He was to ever be at hand
when help or deliverance were needed! See Him apart on, a mountain,
praying to His Father. There below were His disciples in the ship,
.. tossed with waves" and full of fear at their danger. .. And in the
fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them (He always times His
visits!), walking on the sea. His voice dispelled all their fears and
suppositions, and He spc>.ke that good word, .. Be of eood cheer;
it is 1, be not afraid" (Matt. xiv. 27). 'See, toO, a chief amongst
the publicans, Zaccheus, who had ru~ before in the crowd and
climbed up into a sycamore tree, to be above tne people and sure of
seeing this wonderful Stranger and Healer. Are those not some
intentions revealed' to us in those words, for He was to pass that
way? And as even the last word in that sentence, way, is in italics,
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it may even suggest that that very tree into which the "little of
stature" had climbed, was the thought in the mind of the divine
Healer of souls. So that it was with eternal results of blessings to
Zaccheus when he was called to "make haste and come down, for
to-day I must abide at thy house" (Luke xix. 4)..

And again we think of the divine command to His disciples when
sending them forth to preach, and how He bade them not to go into
any city of the Samaritans, whilst He, Himself "must needs go
through Samaria" (John iv.) so that there He would meet with the
woman sinner at Sychar's well and reveal her need, and His all
sufficient "Gift of God" unto et~rnal life, Oh! the heights and
depths of grace and .. what manner of love" is displayed when the
King of our salvation passes by the object and subject of His love!
.. When I passed by thee and looked upon thee, behold thy time was
the time of love." T~ere was as -much divine majesty and power then,
although veiled in love, as in the prophet Elijah's time, .. behold the
Lord passed by" and on that occasion displayed His majesty by .. a
great and strong wind, which rent the mountains and brake in pieces
the rocks," but it was the "still small voice" which reached the
prophet's ear, and touched his heart. And that is how the greatness
and maj~sty of our God reaches the poor and helpless and needy
sinner, makes him willing in the day of His power, and that his
Redeemer shall do all and have the glory of his salvation. It is
a time of love; divine, irresistible love; overcoming love, when the
redeemed sinner and the Saviour are met together and the sinner is
made to see and know that he is helpless, cast out and abandoned,
a1]d if he is saved, it is by Christ alone. It is all of His pitying and
looking upon him, and spreading the Robe of Righteousness to cover
his creature destitution and nakedness and thus manifested as the
purchase of his dear Redeemer. .. Thou becamest mine." And when
the last trophy of redeeming love has been gathered out, and He
shall see the travail of His soul and be satisfied, then shall the glad
note of the triumphs of the Cross and the greatness of their dear
Redeemer's salvation go forth in eternal manifestation and satisfaction:
" And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when
I shall make up my jewels and I will spare them as a man spareth his
own son that serveth him" (Mal. iii. 17). .

.. 0 had He not pitied the state you were m,
Your bosom His love had ne' er felt;

You all would have lived, and died too in sin,
. And sunk with the load of your guilt.

.. Then give Him the glory all due to His name,
To Him all the glory belongs;'

Be yours the high joy still to sound forth His fame, .
And crown Him with jubilant songs." (G. Keith).

R.
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~ttmOn6 anJ) ~ott5 of ~trmon6.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

PART 11.
.. And the goM of that land is good,. there is bdellium and the onyx

stone."-GEN. ii. 12.,

VERY varied too are these gems. We were reading tonight the names
of a great variety of precious stones which form in some sense the
foundations of the new Jerusalem. Oh, what a precious city must that
be in the foundati'ons of whiCh_are founsl stones so precious! God has
laid in the foundation of Zion a precious-the precious-Stone of His
Own -choosing. That must be a choice Stone surely which meets all
the requirelnents of the God of infinite knowledge and wisdom, of
grace and of truth.' But in the Lord Jesus the Father found that
precious' Stone, that infinitely precious Stone. Good in every aspect of
it, good in its strength, good in its strength Almighty, lovely to look
upon, no blemish, no flaw in' that precious, precious Stone of God's
choosing which He laid in purposes of eternity as the foundation on
which to fit, to build, the stones of His Own choosing besides. .. To
Whom coming as unto a living Stone . . . ye also, as living stones,
are built up a spiritual house." God is constructing His Church now,
day by day adding stone after stone, each of these in their measure
precious, borrowing indeed their preciousness from that great
foundation Stone, elect. precious, which the Father once for all
laid'in Zion as the foundation of His one Church. This Stone differs
too from all these earthly gems in that it is instinct· with life. These
stones hav..e no life in them, they have many excellencies, various
beauties, but they are lifeless. But this precious Stone of God's
choosing for the foundation of His one Church is -instinct with life.
.. As the Father hath life in Himself; so hath He given to the Son to
have life in Himself," a passage which we understand to apply to
Christ in His office of Mediator as Son of God and Son of man,
natures two and distinct, yet inseparably found in this one Person and
in Him only. There is the preciousness of this living Stone. As I
said, we speak of these earthly gems as precious stones because they
are comparatively few in number compared with the stones of the
earth, but the Lord Jesus is the only Stone, there is no second gem
comparable to Him, He is the one living Stone from which all the
other stones receive life. .. Because I live," that is. because I Who
died, I Who died .. the- Just for the unjust," because I live again,
because I have My justification being raised from the dead, ye who
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believe in ~e "ye shall live also.': Christ is the iife of His people.
unio'n with Him is life everlasting. Oh. that we might more exalt this
glorious Stone. Oh, th'at it might increase in preciousne'ss in our view
and experience day by day. Oh. if it is written, ." the gold of that
land i, good" let us exalt Christ by maintaining that all the excellency
is found in Him. that " the Lamb is all the glory of Immanuel's
Land." " Whom have I in Heaven but Thed and there is none upon'
earth that I desire beside Thee." He is absolutely lovely, the Chiefest
among ten thousand.

Then again. these earthly gems receive largely their beauty from the
skiltui manner in which the artist deals with them. They are often
very un lovely as they come first to light and only a trained eye in
many cases could detect their value; an untrained critic would perhap~

cast them away as being far from precious. and would cast them
amongst the vile stones of the earth. And, dear friends, so it is with
Jesus in the eyes of the unregenerate. there is no form, no beauty,' in
Him beheld that the natural heart should desire Him, without form or
comeliness. But when once his eye is opened. when once the poor
sinner taught of the Spirit beholds the Lamb of God, oh, what
loveliness, suitability, sufficiency is found in Him! " Oh, what a
Christ have I!" Thus it is in ~easure with the individual people of
God. By nature how unlovely ; by nature-dead ·in sins and
satisfied so to be. But Divine grace takes a sinner in hand, the Holy
Ghost breathes in life everlasting, and then takes graciously in hand
the shaping and polishing of these living stO!1es. Hence it is that .the
Lord has kept some of us a good many years here in this world,
conti l1ually shapening us, fashioning us, according to His skill and will
that we may be stamped more and more a rettection of Him Who is
the Chiefest among ten thousand. He must have the pre-eminence, the
pre-eminence in excellency, the pre-eminence in character, but yet
everyone in union with Him must in some measure bear His image.
His likeness must be beheld by the onlookers. I will next point out
the various means whereby this may be brought about. Then,
remember it, the Lord Jesus is said to have been made perfect through
the things which He suifered. And so it is with the saints, they are
being perfected according to God's will by a method of suifering,
iargely-so largely that it is written " through much tribulation " we
must enter the Kingdom. That is not ignoring ,other ways but
particularly it is through much tribulation that the saints do enter into
the Kingdom. Sanctified tribulation-how it serves to polish these
precious stones and to shape them and !'-dapt them for their own
proper positi,ons in the holy House of God. Oh, it is well to seek
~race when the Lord is using His weapons of skill upon us to say,
Lord, make me what Thou wilt. Lord, shape and form me as Thou
pleasest continually' that I may be like Christ; not only that the mind
that was in Him may dwell in me. not only that I may partake
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somewhat of His character, but that I may follow the footsteps or His
example, but that I may take up the appointed cross as He took up
His without a word of murmuring. Oh, how beautiful it was that
Jesus bore His cross from Bethlehem to Golgotha without once
complaining of His Father's appointment, for it was not in the language
of complamt that He uttered those deep/ deep words of His when He
said once " I have a baptism to be baptized with," that is, there is yet
a future to My ordeal to be passed through, a baptism of blood, a
baptism of suffering, a Gethsemane baptism, a Calvary baptism, "I
have a baptism to be baptized with and how am I straitened till it ·be
accomplished." Th,-; was not any complaint but it was the deep·
experience of His soul which found on that occasion an utterance, an
utterance, alas, which those associated with Him, were unable to
comprehend,_ and with the meaning of which they were unable to ,
sympathise. You remember when Jesus spake of His forthcoming
sufferings Peter takes Him aside and says, "Be it far from Thee,
Lord: this shal1 not be unto Thee." And the Lord says "Get thee
behind Me, Satan." Peter was altogether out of touch with the mind
of his Master, "Thou savourest no't the things that be of God," He
says, " but those that be of men," whereas the Lord Jesus was always
in fellowship with His Father's will and He knew the cup that w~s by
His Father appointed unto Him, "The cup which My Father hath
gIven Me, shall I not drink it?" That means, the cup which. My
Father hath appointed Me, verily, verily, will / drin/r it, no language
or thought of complaint or repining against the Father's afflictive
appointments. So I say let us seek grace, children of God, to follow
the footsteps of His beauteous e.xample of obedience to the Father's
will. Oh, for grace to kiss the rod that smites and say, "The will 0;
the Lord, our Lord our Father, he done." .rhus the Lord is
fashioning these gems, thus He is bringing out fresh beauties day by
day.

But there is one more thought that may not be omitted in connection
with this subject, and this' is the necessity of light in order to any of
these gems of the earth giving forth their beauty. The diamond is
nothing in the dark. The diamond for the manifestation of its beauty
is dependent on the light, the pure light. And so the poor in the earth
they yet need this for anything wrought in them, they yet need this in
order for others to take knowledge of what God 'has done in them,
becal,lse it is just in proportion as the Christian follows his Master that
he gives 'forth the light of the Spirit Who is in him. "Let your light
so shine before men"-" before men" observe-" that they may see
your good works" and own' that they. come from Heaven, from above.
for the Lord Jesus goes on to say "and glorify"-others when
they see your good works shall glorify-" your Father which is in
Heaven" from Whom these works come. He supplied you with the
motive for these works Who gave you grace to perfarm them. "For
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we are His workmanship,_ created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before prepared that we should walk in them." It
glorifies God when the light of the indwelling Spirit shines forth from
us. Then it is that men take knowledge of our new birth, of our
Heavenly citizenship, that we are men of another country ,and of
another tongue, that we are strangers and pilgrims on the earth, seeking
" a City which hath foundations whose Builder and Maker God is."

May the Lord give us this grace to follow on, for Christ's sake.
Amen.

PRECEDENTS.

WHEN Jacob chode with Laban about his deceitful unkindness in
substituting Leah for Rachel, Laban defended himself by an appeal to
the custom of the land. To give the younger away before the elder
was not done, and there it seemed "the matter had to end. Custom and
usage has been one of the laws 'of the world's history. The friends of
Zechariab and Elizabeth objected to the name of John. "There is
none of thy kindred called by this name." No, John's name was a
new one, s~nt from heaven for the Lord's forerunner. But if John was
singular in his begiEning, he was one at his end with the prophets 2nd
ape-stles of whom Christ spoke-slain for His sake from Abel down
wards. The histories of. the Bible are not set down just as mere
facts which once occurred, but are there either for comfort and hope,
or for admonition and example. Nothing has ever transpired outside
the covers of the Bible that finds no recognition within them.

Nehemiah strengthened himself in argument when he was urging and
commanding the people to shake themselves from the idolatrous
connections. Had not "even Solomon who was beloved of his God"
been carried off his feet by his heathenish wives?

I had been thinking of the narrative of Joshua when they had been
settling their inheritances. The two-and-a-half tribes to the great
disquiet of the nine-and-a-half were building an altar, and in the long
appeal that followed, the fault-finders referred to what had happened
in the wilderness, and the guilt then incurred, with its following
judgment. I noticed that throughout the controversy, no mention is
made of Joshua. It was the" princes" who did it all. My sister to
whom I mentioned this said that' the difficulty was met in Dr. Kitto's
" Bible Illustrations." Dr. Kitto said that it has frequently been asked
why Joshua did not follow Moses' example and appoint a successor.
The reason is that their work was compJete. Moses was appointed to
bring the people out of Egypt, across the wilderness and to the border
of the land. Joshua was appointed to take them in. There was no
place for a successor. The fact that Moses' hands were laid on
Joshua was no precedent for him to do .the same to another; nor did
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internal government belong to Joshua after settlement. That was
enlightening, but perhaps it is a digression.

"He has delivered, He does deliver, i~ Whom we tm,st that He
will yet deliver." He has forgiven from the first day until now.
Will He still forgive? A multitude which no man can number
answer .. yes."

In Judges v. 8, we read, .. They chose new gods, then was war in
the gates." The prophetess needed not to give a long disquisition on'
the connection between her two statements. It explained itself. How
often since has the world seen it, and we i~ our own unpea~eful days
can lament our condition in no more suitable language than that which
Deborah used in the days of Shamgar. But the Lord spoke to His
disciples of a time of trouble to come (who knows when, either past
or future?) unique in its dreadfuln~ss. .. Such as had not been, no
nor ever would be." The judgments then poured out on the world'
would remain singular in their horror. But He said that for the elects'
sakes, the days should be- shortened, shortened maybe as they were in
David's days when God said" It is enough," and the plague stayed.
F or His mercy endureth for ever, and He Who has been our help will
neither leave nor forsake us. Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, and'
forever. FOLLOWER-ON.

f1I)ur !f?oung jfollt6' l0age.
A TOKEN- FOR GOOD.

" MANY are (he afflictions of the righteous," said David, speaking as
he was moved by the Holy Ghost; and Mrs. T aylor, a lady living in
Dublin many years ago, could have echoed the words. As a child of
God, she believed herself to be among .. the righteous," because her
Saviour had exchanged the filthy, rags of her own righteousness for
His own spotless garment of salvation: but He had led her by a hard
road, and visited her with many sorrows. First she lost her husband;
it was a heavy grief, and th~re were no children to comfort her. But
she had a sister, also a widow, who J welcomed her eagerly to her
home, where she lived with her one daughter. Here Mrs. T aylor
found solace and rest for a time, and the little family lived together
happily, one in the things of God.'

But Mrs. T aylor had to learn that .. this was not her rest"; again
she must be uprooted from her earthly happiness that her roots might
strike yet deeper into the Ro<;k of God. Within a few weeks of each
other, first her sister, and then her niece, were taken from her by death.
During her last illness, the niece ,asked her aunt to take care of a
favourite canary, and to cherish the little thing for her sake. Of course
Mrs. T aylor accepted the charge; and even duriilg the first stunned



The Gospel Magazine 117

·days of sorrow it roused her 10 feel that the welfare of the tiny
·creature depended upon her.

Anybody who has kept a canary knows its endearing ways; its
·cheerful song and contented chirpings; and to the poor lonely woman
the little bird had an especial charrnas a legacy from happier days.

But one day whilst Mrs. T aylor had the door of the cage open as
she put fresh water in the bath, renewed the supply of seed, and
changed the sand in the bottom, her little favourite flew out through
the open window and was gone! Poor ,Mrs. T aylor! I expect s~e

could hardly believe it at hrst. I can imagine how she would hurry
to the window and look out eagerly; then she would run into the
garden" and watch and wait, hoping that the little bird was close at
hand, and would soon return to its home in the cage. But nothing
happened, and Mts. T aylor realised that her little pet was gone, with
very little hope of' return.

Now of course the loss of a canary (however dear it might be)
could not be compared for a moment with the crushing sorrows that
Mrs. T aylor had already been through; and perhaps you will think
that she' was foolish to care as much as she did.
But remember . that Mrs. T aylor was now bereft
of all her loved ones; she had nobody left She knew that it was the
Lord Who gave, and the Lord Who had taken away, and she could
s:ill !::!ess His N arr:e. But I think that the canary had seemed to be
a tender reminder that the God Who knows when a sparrow falls was
-still her Father, pitying and remembering her; and now that it was
gone, she was tempted to feel that she was forsaken, and that perhaps
after all her case was hopeless. I think the devil often takes advantage
of such troubles, to suggest doubt and unbelief and· even despair to the
·child of God.

All morning Mrs. T aylor watched and waited, praying all the time
for the bird's return. She would have liked to stay in all day to be on
the watch, but in the afternoon she was expected to. meet some other
ladies at a Committee in charge of some good work, and she felt that
she ought to go. It was with a very downcast spirit that she set'out,
and the way' seemed very long and dreary.

Meanwhile, Mrs. Taylor's friends were gathering in a Board room,
chatting as they waited for the meeting to begin, The windows were
wide open, and suddenly a little bird fle1'V in. It was a canary,
apparently almost exhausted. The ladies crowded round, but not
before one of them had seen Mrs. T aylor advancing slowly towards
the Committee room. Knowing how grief-stricken she was, this friend
went to meet her with the ?tory of the little bird that had come in,
just to change the current of her sorrowful thoughts for a moment

Mrs.. T aylor heard in silence; she really was unable to speak from
the sudden hope that clutched at her heart She came into the room
where the la,dies were trying to revive the panting little creature with
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drops of water. In a moment hope was changed. to certainty; from
the black feathers' on the yellow neck Mrs. T aylor knew her favourite
at once!

What happ~ned to the Gommittee I cannot tell. for of course the
cage had to be sent for at once, and the owner carried home her
treasure, her heart full of adoring thankfulness to Cod. F or it seemed

/ to her in restoring her lost pet, that the Lord had sent her a token that
He had not forgotten~ His servant, that He still cared for her, as He
had promised. He had remembered His handmaid in her low estate,
and her soul and spirit magnified the Lord and rejoiced in Cod her
Saviour.

The canary revived completely, and 'was Mrs. T aylor's tr~asured
companion for many years.

[I am indebted for this story to a kind reader of the Magazine, who
lent me a booklet now long out of print. I have taken the liberty of
giving the heroine a name.] DAMARIS.

DUTIES OF PARENTS AND CtIILDRE.N.

By JOHN FLAVEL, PURITAN MINISTSR IN THE 17TH CENTURY·

BUT seeing such a train of blessings, both as to this life, and that to
come, follow upon an holy education of children, I will not dismiss
the point till I have discharged my duty in exhorting parents and
children in their duties. .

(i) And first for you that are parents or to whom the education of
children is committed, I beseech you mind how concerning a
duty lies on you: and that I may effectually press it, consider,

! . J:-!ow neaT the relation is betwixt you and your children, and
therefore how much you are concerned in their happiness or misery.
Consider but the Scripture account of the dearness of such relations,
expressed by longings for them (Cen. xv. 2; xxx. 1, 2); by our joy
when we have them, as Christ expresses it (John xvi. 21); the high
value Eet on them (Cen. xlii. 3); the .sympathy with them in all their
troubles (Mark ix. 22); and by our sorrow at parting (Cen. xxxvii.
35). Now shall all this be to no purpose? For to what purpose do
we desire them before we have them, rejoice in them when we have
them, value them so highly, ·sympathise with them so tenderly, grieve
for their death so excessively; if in the meantime no care be taken what
shall become of them to eternity?

2. How Cod hath charged you with their souls as well as bodies:
and this appears by precepts directly laid upon you (Deut. vi. 6, 7;
Ephes. vi. 4), and by precepts laid on them to obey you (Ephes. vi. 1),
which plainly implieth your duty as well as expresseth theirs.

3. What shall comfort you at the parting time, if they die through
your neglect in a Christless condition? 0 this is the cutting considera-
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tion: My child is in hell, and I did nothing to prevent it; I helped him
thither. Duty discharged is the only root of comfort in that day.

4. If you neglect to instruct t-hem in the way of holiness, will the
devii neglect to instruct them in the way of wickedness? No, no, if
you will not teach them to pray, he will to curse, swear, and lie. It
ground be uncultivated, weeds will spring.

5. If the season of th.eir youth be neglected how little probability is
there of an}" good fruit afterwards? That is the moulding age (Prov.
xxii. 6). How few are converted in old age. A twig is brought to
any form. but grown limbs will not bow.

6. You are instrumental causes ~f all their spiritual misery; and
that by generation and invitation. They lie spiritually dead of the
plague which you brought home among them. "Behold, I was shapen
in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive (or warm) me"
(Psalm Ii. 5).

7. There is none in the world so likely as you to be instruments
of their eternal good. You have peculiar advantages that none other
hath; as the interest you have in their affections; your opportunities to
instii the knowledge of Christ into them, being daily with them (Deut.
vi. 7); your knowledge of their tempers. If therefore you neglect, who
shall hefp them?

8. The consideration of the great day should move your bowels of
pity for them.' 0 remember that tex!: "And I saw the dead small
and great stand before God" (Rev. xx. 12). What a sad thing
will it be, to see your dear children at Christ's left hand! 0 friends,
do your utmost to prevent this misery. "Knowing the terrors of the
Lord, we persuade men. ,\

(ii) A.nd· you, .children, especially you that sprang from r~ligious

parents, I.beseech you, obey their counsels; and tread in the
steps of their pious examples. To press this, I offer these
considerations. .

1. Your disobedience to them is a resisting oL God's author~ty:
"Children, obey your parents in the Lord" (Ephes.. vi. I). There
is the command: your rebellion therefore runs higher than you think.
It is not man, but God that you disobey; and for your disobedience
God will punish you. It may be their tenderness will not suffer them,
or you are grown beyond their correction. All they can do is to
complain to God; and if so, He will handle you more severely than
they could do.

2. Your sin is greater than the sin of young heathens and infidels;
and so will your account be also. 0 better (if a wicked child) that
thou hadst been the offspring of savage Indians, !'.ay, of teasts, th;ln of
such parents. So many counsels disobeyed, hopes and prayers
frustrated will ·turn to sad aggravations.

3. It is usual with God to retaliate men's disobedience to their
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parents in kind. Commonly our own children shall pay us home for
it. I have read in a grave author, of a wicked wretch that dragged
his father along the house: the father begged him not to drag him
beyond wch a place, for, said he, I dragged my father no farther,
0, the sad, but just retributions of God! And for you in whose
hearts grace hath been planted by the blessing of education I beseech
you to admire God's goodness to you in this providence. 0 what
a happy lot hath God cast for you! How few children are partakers
of your mercies!

See that you honour such parents. The tie is double upon you so
to do. Be you the joy of their hearts, and comfort of their lives, if
living: if not, yet still remember the mercy while you live, and tread
in their pious path; that you and they may. both rejoice together in
the great day, and bless God for each other to all eternity. Divine
Conduct, or The M'J)ster'J) of Providence, pp. 42-45) .

.. WHO CAN BE AGAINST US?"

THIS question is asked concerning those who can say that God is on
their side. Since God is for us, .. who can be against us?" That is
the argument of the Apostle. But the question arises, who· are these
favoured people? The Epistle to the Romans shows that they are a
people who, having been justified by faith, have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. They were once enemies, but now they
are" reconciled to God by the death of His Son." The Spirit bears
witness with their spirits that they are the children of God. Hence
they can rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Hence it is that we
who are justified, we who have peace with God, we who are n!1mbered
amongst His children, we who can look forward to heavenly glory, we
can say, .. If God be for us, who can be against us?" There can be
no doubt that God is on the side of His redeemed, reconciled and
regenerated people. How He is on their side is clearly indicated by
the. Apostle. He says, " What shall we then say to these things? If
God be for us who can be against us?" The context shows that He
is for His people in His eternal purposes of mercy towards them. He
thought of them before they had any being. He foreknew them,
knew them with complacency and delight, before the foundation of the
world~ Hence He saved them and called them, not according to their
works, not according to any foreseen merit in them, but .. according to

. His Own purpose and grace," given them in Christ before eternal
times. He knew them so as to love and choose them to be His Own.
people. "It is clear," says the late Bishop Moule, "that the fore
knowing is of persons, not of merit in those persons. Tt thus nearly
approaches in meaning here to sovereign choice of souls." Here, then,
is one proof that God is for His people. He loved them ere He called
the world into being, and chose them In Christ. Hence He
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" predestined them to be conformed to the image of His Son." The
fulfilment of this great purpose of His mercy is yet future. It is when
Christ comes again that He .. shall change our vile body, that it may
be fashioned like unto His glorious body." Moreover," when He
shall appea~, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is."
While we are here we have la mourn over our lack of conformity la
Christ's image. He was absolutely .. without sin." We, if we
ciaimed la be without sin, would be deceiving ourselves, and
manifesting that the truth was not in us. Full conformity to His image,
however, is our p;edestined portion. It is the purpose of our God
concerning us, and by forming such a purpose concerning us, He
manifested that He was for us.

Secondly, God is seen to be for us in the provision which His mercy
has made for us. What does the context tell us as to this? It tells
us that He .. spared not Hi~ Own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all." Who can fathom the depth of His mercy which issued in such
a provision? He spared not·His Own peculiar Son. He spared not
His only begotten Son, but delivered Him up on the cross for us all.
Why did He deliver Him to the death of the cross? .. Hear, 0
heavens, and give ear, 0 earth," to the answer to this question. We
had offended" the Majesty of heaven. We had broken His laws,
rebelled against His authority, and in consequence we were justly
condemned to death, but God, against Whom we had sinned, pitied
us and delivered up His Own Son to die in our stead. He was
delivered to death for our offences. He was made a curse. for us, that
we might be redeemed from the curse of the law. God was for us,
and therefore He provided His Own Son to be our holy substitute.

Thirdly, He is seen to be for us in the bestowals of His mercy. He
brought us to experience His mercy. He not only foreknew us, but
He called and justified us. We were in the' road to hell, but He
called us. We heard the call and stopped, and under the guidance
and control of His Spirit we were lee! out of the broad road into the
narrow. Moreover, He justified us. Though we were unrighteous,
He declared us to be righteous, because the righteousness of His Son,
His obedience unto death, was imputed to us. Thus we became
possessed of the blessedness of the man unto whom God imputeth
righteousness without works. Christ had been made sin for us, that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Him. His grace therefore
hath abounded toward us, and by that grace we have been eternally
saved. Truly, then, God is for us. Moreover, along with the gift of
His Own Son, He freely giveth us all other things. All things are
ours, and we are Christ's and Christ is God's.

Fourthly, He is seen to be for us in the future mercy which He has
laid up for us. .. Whom He justified, them He also glorified." Our
glorification is put in the past tense, because it is so certain. Really,
however, it is future. It is a .. glory which shall be revealed in us,"
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when Christ is revealed from heaven. The God of all grace "hath
called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus" and" When Christ,
Who is our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him in
Glory."

If then, God be thus for us, we can triumphantly ask, "Who can
be against us ?(" It is true that Satan is against us. He is the enemy
of God and 0 His people. He is our adversary, and" as a roaring
lion," he "walketh about seeking whom he may devour." It is true
that the world is against us. "Because I have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you." It is true also that the flesh
is against us. ' "The flesh lusteth against the Spirit." It is continually
opposed to the operations of the Spirit in our hearts. It is therefore
enmity against God and is continually waging war against our inward
man. But none of these foes can effeclually hinder the fulfilment of
God's gracious purposes of mercy towards us. That wicket! one can
do no effectual harm to the children of God. He flees from them
when they resist Him in the strength of their Lord. By faith, too,
they are enabled to overcome th~ world, and, walking in the Spirit,
they are proof against the lusts of the flesh. Let us encourage ourselves
then in the Lord our God. They that be with us are more than they
that be with our adversaries. God being for us, the promise holds
good-" No weapon that is formed a13ainst thee shall prosper; and
every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt
condemn.

A QUEENSLAND CORRESPONDE T.
"WE in Australia, though a sinful people, have really had no
shortages. Strange that England, the home of saints, should have to
endure so much. But I know there has been a great falling away
nationally. Judges v. 8, • They chose new gods; then was war in the
gates,' affords the answer. The Victorian age, in which I was born,
seems a golden age now. Then, when the Bible was more honoured
and read, there wa~ peace. . . . Y our val~ed remarks on the Revised
Version I thoroughly endorse. Mr. Popham was right. He was a
deeply-taught man of God. Awe-inspiring and mysterious to me,
when a young believer.-- Would to God more ministers of his stamp
were raised up. I owe much to him. Personally, no preacher appeals
to me unless he is grounded in the doctrines of grace. The]) only help
me. I care not what denomination a man belongs to, if only he is
sound in them. They give your Gospel Magazine its peculiar value.
But for the Bible, and the works of the old divines, my soul would be
starved in Queensland. Hardly any minister here has any knowledge
wha!ever cf these gb-ious God-hcnouring truths, or, if any have. they
are afraid to proclaim them. May the Lord abundantly bless you,
and also the old unworthy sinner now wri~ing to you, and whose only
hope is in the Blood that has been shed."
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~rott!)tant 1J5eacon.

DECADENT EVANGELICALISM.

123

ON March 31 st, 1879, the late Rev. ]. B. W addington, Vi~ar of
Low Moor, Clitheroe, Lancashire, founded the Evangelical Pro'(estant
Union. He was feeling .. the compromising policy of many in the
Evangelical ranks who were gradually slipping into High Church ways
·as to the decoration of Churches, sUl'pliced choirs, with processions, etc.,
which would certainly be followed by concessions in doctrine, and
intermingling and absorbing of the sound with the unsound."

To endeavour to counteract the tendency to depart from the old
Reformation moorings the Evangelical Protestant Union was founded.
The aim was to have a union of sound men only who would seek to
maintain the sound. distinctive, Scriptural Doctrines and Practices of
the Reformation.

All members were expected ·to sign a Doctrinal Statement. This
pledged them to belief in the Bible as -.. the Inspired Word of God,"
the alone Rule of faith. They believed in .. the total depravit}) of
man, as a fallen and helpless being-dead in trespasses and sins."
They believed _in Onc onl}) sacrifice for sin-the perfect offering of
the Son of God, finished for ever upon the cross. They believed that
the benefits of Christ's merits Were received b}) faith on I}), without a~y
human merit or priestly intervention. They held that Holy Scripture
teaches that the punishment of those who die unbelieving and impenitant

.wiN never cnd. They believed that it is the office of the Holy Ghost
to quicken the souls of the elect, working in them .. repentance toward
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ." They believed that
all who are the children of God by faith in Jesus Christ form onc true
and universal Church-onc in Clu-ist with their cov'enant Head.

They rejected and protested against the doctrine commonly known as
.. Baptismal Regeneration ': as a pernicious Romish error. They
rejected and protested against the erroneous doctrine that Christ is
present in, or received with, the elements of Bread and Wine in the
Lord's, Supper.

In regard to PRACTICE the clerical members declared that they
wore and would continue to wear, when preaching in their own
churches, the A cademical Gown, (he time-honoured preaching dress in
England and on the Continent, a barrier against Romish ceremonies.

The clerical members also .bound themselves not to sanction the
introduction of SURPLlCED CHOIRS into their churches, .. as they
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prepare the way for processions with crosses, and banners with pictures
of the Virgin and Romish saints, and so make way for an idolatrous,
in place of a Scriptural service" (John iv. 24).

Prominent members of this Union were the Rev. J ames Ormiston,
Rector of Mary-le-Port, Bristol; the Rev. D .. A. Doudney, 0.0.;
the Rev. William Fleming, LL.B.; the Revs. A. A. Isaacs; ]. C.
Martin; J. G. Rainsford; Marcus Rainsford; C. H. Wainwright;
E. H. F. Cosens; Charles Guest; Abraham Haworth; Hely H. A.
Smith; T. Dickinson; Isaac Hawker; W. Johnson; and W. F.
Stubbs; and also lames Inskip, of Bristol; Lt.-Gen. Phayre, K.C.B.;
Thomas Smelt; R. McNeall, and many others. Amongst those who
preached the annual sermon were the Revs. C. H. Wainwright, T albot
Greaves, James Ormiston, D. M. B. Chapman, and W. R. Mowll.

We ourselves joined the Union over 60 years ago, and under its
influence we determined in view of ordination not to accept a curacy
at a church where there was a sw"plicd choir.

Mr. Waddington, the founder of the Union. at the age of 75, felt
it necessary to resign the secretaryship after more than 30 years' earnest
labour on its behalf. No successor could be found, and it was decided
to amalgamate the Union with' the Chu.rch Association, on October
20th, 1910. '

Our object in' drawing attention to this Union is to indicat~ the
, faithful Protestant stand on Reformation doctri1;le and practice, taken

by the old Evangelicals, at its formation and in subsequent years.
A great number of the original members of the Union have 'passed
away, but the truths for which they stood still abide, and are set forth
in the Word of God. But it is to be deplored that large numbers who
still claim in some degree to be Evangelical, no longer take the stand of
the old Evangelicals. There are those' who call themselves Liberal
Evallgclicals. These for the most part deny the plenary inspiration of
Scripture, the doctrine of substitution, and eternal punishment.
Surpliced choirs are common among them, and some even have a cross
on the communion table. and adopt the eastward position. M·oreov,er,
even many who would be called Conservative Evangelicals have '
surpliced choirs and are not as sound in doctrine as were the Evan
gelicals of former times. When Bishop J. C. Ryle wrote his book on
the Evangelical Revival of the 18th century he deplored the fact that
the Evangelicals of his time were not as sound as sl)ch men as T oplady
and Romanie and others in the 18th century. More than 60 years
ago a man who introduced a surpliced choir was regarded as one who
was loose in his E~angelical principles. There can be no doubt that
degeneration prevails ~even among Evangelicals, and that Romish
doctrine and superstition has become more firmly entrenched in the

'.
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Church of England, as well as, the awful teachings of Modernists.

With regard to SURPLICf.D CHOIRS we feel that they are contrary
to the teaching of Scripture. When the Apostles felt it necessary to
have assistance in the distribution of alms they exhorted the brethren
to choose men full of the Holy Ghost for the work (Acts vi. 3).
That direction indicates that all workers in the Church of God should
be converted. We hold that if choirs are resorted to they should be
converted. We hold that all chu.rch officers and sabbath school
teachers should be true believers. _For the most part boys and men in
surpliced choirs are unconverted. Besides, for a surpliced choir to
march from the vestry into their seats in the church is an encouragement
to pompous display, and it is expected that on their entrance into the
church the whole congregation should rise an,d do them honour. The
Church Association has a tract condemning this novel custom. It is
entitled Parsonolatry. A prominent Evangelical clergyman, many
years qgo, introduced a surpliced choir into one of his churches. The
congregation failed to 'rise when the clergy and choir entered the
church. The next Lord's'day the Rector gave out fJhe opening h})mn
at the vestr}) -door and naturally the congregation rose to sing it, and
while they did so the robed clergyman and choristers marched in singing
as they proceeded to their places. That novel habit of giving out the
hymn at the vestry door is now becoming increasingly common. It
was practically never done 60 years ago. Processions of this kind,
from and to the vestry, are in our view departures from that simplicity
in worship which ough't to characterise those who seek to worship God
without distrac,tion and to worship Him in spirit and in truth. Anglo
Catholics seem to delight in pompous processions h~aded by Bishops
wearing popish copes and mitres. We remember reading of an
Evangelical Prebendary coming away from SI. Paul's saying, .. I am
ashamed of the Church of England." When we see pictures in
~ewspapers of Bishops wearing popish mitres and copes, with their
staves in theirhands, we too are gr.ieved at such returns to popish pomp
in connection with the Church of our martyred forefathers. It is
grieving to us to notice tendencies in Protestant quarters to encourage
processions' of robed clergy and choristers. It might be said that
individual clergymen conduct the most simple service clothed in a
surplice, and ought not such a use of the surplice to be abolished?
We quite admit that there is no need for any special garment to be
worn when praying or preaching. We would, however, point out that
the surplice was never, like the chasuble, regarded as a sacerdotal
garment. It has no sacerdotal significance, but like the lawyer's gown
and wig has come down from ancient tirries, without indicating in any
way false doctrine.

We felt it a privilege to be acquainted with many of the old
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Evangeiicals, and to preach in their chu,rches, and we greatly deplore
the signs of aeterioration which are gradQally showing themselves in
present-day Evangelicalism. .. Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the
ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find resdor your souls" (Jeremiah vi. 16).

THE EDITOR.

mebie\ll~ ann ~oti,e~ of_1J3oolt~.

THE KING'S FRIEND. MEMORIAL OF NORMAN MACDONALD. By

the Rev. Murdoch CampbelI, M.A. Pp. 40, price 1/6.

(Obtaina~le from Rev. M. Campbell, 41, Havelock Street,

Glasgow, W.l).

TH!S deeply interesting memoriai relates to a godly man who lived
,in the Island of Lewis, north-west of Scotland, the largest island in
Britain, with a population of over 20,000. 'Stornoway is its chief
town. Its people are wholly Protestant and largely Presbyterian. Its
preachers declare the whole counsel of God and their theology is
largely drawn from the Westminster Confession of Faith, the works
of the Puritans, and the Shorte'r Catechism. In such an atmosphere
Norman Macdonald was born in 1852. ' He lived for 93 years and
was called Home in 1945. The esteemed author of this little volume
knew personally the subject of this memoir. He also knew many who
were more fully acquainted with him. Much that he relates came from

,the lips of those who were more intimately acquainted with Norman
lVIacdonald. The memoir does not pretend to be a full record of
Norman's life, but. the record gives a general survey of his life and
a ,general testimony to his godly character, many of the details of which
will be "read with thankfulness and pleasure by those who love the
Lord. Norman iv1acdonald had a deep sense of his own unworthiness.
In. rererence to the prayer of the publican he said, .. That was my
first prayer, and I hope it may also be my last." In several instances
he is said to have uttered predictions which came true. Whether these
are definitely accurate accounts we are unable to say, but we think
such things should be received with caution.

We have received THE Bow IN THE CLOUD, by Mr. Basil S.,
Brunning, 15, Oxford Gardens, North Kensington, London, W.lO.
It can be had from the author. Pp. 12. Price 3d. post free.
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VERBAL INSPIRATION.

IN his preface to Vol. tn of ] amieson, F qusset and Brown's
commentary, the late Canon A. R. F ausset says:

Once for all, let me state my unhesitating conviction of the plenary
and verbal inspiration of .. all Scripture," and of Holy Scripture
alone. Not that the sacred writers were mere machines: they retained
their individuality a~d conscious agency (I. Cor. xiv. 32); but their
words were so controlled by the superintending agency of the Spirit that
~ll their words were sanctioned by God for the purposes of His
revelation. .. It came not by the will of man; but holy men of God
spalre as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (n. Peter i. 21).
The Apostles spake, and their speeches were afterwards embodied in
writing, .. not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which'
the H-oly Ghost teacheth " . (I. Cor. ii. 13).

He adds, .. Scripture is its own best commentator."

EVIL FELLOWSHIPS.

A 'CORRESPONDENT living in Australia informs us in a recent letter
that .. On a recent Lord's day, a day's sport was held in a small
country centre, and the proceeds were divided between the Anglican
and the Roman Churches." Here we have the desecration of the
sabbath and a professed Protestant Church and the Roman Church
accepting the proceeds of such desecration. How awful the compromise
thus manifested! .

A GOSPEL MINISTER.

THIS is a true picture of a Gospel minister, one whom the Lord the
Spirit has called and, qualified for preaching the everlasting -Gospel.
He is one who despises the world-is dead to its pleasures and joys;
'his chief aim is to exalt and glorify the Lord J.esus, His atoning
blood, justifying righteousness, and fi~ished salvati()n i and his greatest
glory is to bring sinners to Christ, to point Him out as the one way
to them, and to edify and build up saints in Him. But there are
many who profess to do this, but turn poor sinners out of the way, and
point them to a jrighteousness of their own for justification. in whole or
in part. Of these the Spirit'teaches us to beware: the former, He leads
;nd directs souls to love and esteem highly for their labours and faith
in the Lord, and zeal for His honour and glory, and for the salvation
.of souls. Take heed what you hear. (Mark iv. 24).-W. MASON.
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EXTRACTS }ROM CORRESPOXDE~CE.

1'"1'0111 !\1;STHALTA: A reader for ten years says, ,. Lt is a "ery
pt'ccious 1\Iaga'6ine. and I and my friend look forward to !'ecei"ing it.
'iVe do iecl gmteful that you are enabled to stand firm 111 tlte faith
in thesf' dark and dt'eadful days in which we li\·e."

Fl'Om SOM~HSF:T: ,. I have SO enjoyed' Om Young Folks' Page.'
1t \I'as a joy to read 'Esther's Last Request.'" . .

Fl'oln VICTOHTA, ACSTRALTA: "Once more J am writing to thank
yuu fOl' the Gospel Magaizine which comes along so regularly. As
yOlll" son said \"hen we sa\l' him at ep\Ycy, the Magazine is full of
solic\ food, and we do relish it."

,EDITORIAL
Hecei "ed by the Editor, \I·ith many thanks: 1\1rs. G. Bray; Pastor

H. 1\JoOl'e; Mr. \ r. T. .~ndre"s; Re\,· CYl"il B. Cartel'; 1\1t·. J. 'iV.
P'lytle: Miss .F. 1\1. Shaw: :'Ih. C. Gregg: Miss .c\. E. Iroodfield;
Miss r\. Parkinson; lVJiss J. Alexander; Miss H. Co,,"ell; Dt'. L. M.
1-[omd1ton: i\hs. Fuller; 1\Ir. C. H oldpr: Re\·. Mmc\och Campbell;
.\1 j", L. Ormiston.•

THE GOSPEL l'IAGAZINE Fl"ND.

The Trustees of .. The Gospel Magazine" beg to acknowledge the
following donations to the Fund: Mr. C. W. Whiting 1/6; Mr. J. H. Pizey
6/6: :Vliss J. Parkinson £2: Mr. J. Cutler £1 Is. Od.: Mt'. -to H. B. Woods
17/6; "Bristol" (per Miss L. Ormiston. 14. Blenheim Road, Bristol 6) 10/-:
~'Irs. Fuller £1; Mr. R. Pratten £1: Miss B. Gunn 2/6: Mrs. R. A. Harris
6/6: Mr. E. J. Pounds £1: Mr. N. Monks 2/6: A.P. (per Miss L. Ormiston)
£1: Miss E. M. Sangar 10/-.

WIRELESS SPEAKERS.

.. IT is all the more to be regretted that at this week's meeting of the
,Brains Trust only one, apart from the Question Master. avowed his
whole-hearted adherence to the Christian way of thought and life.
There is evidently need for an evangelistic crusade in other places than
Scotland and a' great call to the Church to b~ more active in its prime
business of showing Christ as the one Hope and Light of the world."
-THE RECORD. Oct. 8th. 1943.

The above extr~ct shows that .. listeners-in" are in danger of being
led away from Bible truth and Bible practice. Can we trust the
brains of those who do not adhere to the Word of God?

THE GOD OF THIS WORLD.

.. THE god of this world .is doing his utmost. on the one hand. as the
ruler of its darkness to resuscitate the credulities of faded superstition
and rebuild its broken altars: on the other. as an angel of light td
deve:op all the resources of unbenef in their most attractive and
imposing forms; levelling down truth and levelling up error. to deceive.
if it were possible. the very elect."-DR. H. BONAR.


