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'Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel.'
At first sight Paul's words sound strange. It seems as if he is
dismissing baptism as of little account. Yet clearly this cannot
be right for Paul would hardly dismiss what had been ordained
by Christ. He was fully aware that Chist's commission in
Matthew 28 : 19 included the command to baptize. He him
self had been baptized, and in the record of his preaching in
Acts we find him ensuring that his converts were baptized.
What then did he mean by this assertion that his commission
was not to baptize, but to preach the gospel? Surely it was a
reminder that important though baptism may be, we must
keep a proper perspective and recall that it is the gospel which
is the primary matter.

Preachers and teachers are sadly familiar with the fact that
the illustration in a sermon or lesson is sometimes remem
bered while the truth it was intended to illustrate is forgotten.
Baptism is a sign-and a divinely ordained sign-pointing to
the truth of the gospel, but we must not make the mistake of
over-emphasising the sign at the expense of the message it is
intended to set forth.

Bishop Ryle put it very clearly in his day. 'Baptism is not
the principal part of Christianity ... baptism is a sacrament
appointed or ordained by Christ Himself, therefore it ought
never to be lightly esteemed, nor exalted to the position which
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many nowadays give it. It does not act as a charm; it does not
necessarily convey the grace of the Spirit. The first and chief
business of Christ's church is not to baptize, but to preach the
Gospel ... Baptism then has a place, but not the place, any
more than the Lord's Supper has the place. The church that
centres around baptism or around the Lord's Supper is off its
true centre so far as the New Testament is concerned. The
sacraments the Saviour appointed are not to take the place
of the Saviour Himself but rather to point to Him. The church
is to centre around Christ and Him crucified, and the pro
claiming of Christ and obedience to Christ.'

Charles Haddon Spurgeon emphasised the same truth from
a different stand-point. He faced the doctrinal decline in the
Baptist Unjon, but discovered that there were many evangeli.
cals who were members of the Union first and evangelicals
second. His searching question challenged such an attitude as
he queried the whole basis of the Union-'Is the Union an
assemblage of evangelical churches, or is it an indiscriminate
collection of communities practising immersion?'

But this tendency to put the gospel second is not only
confined to those who would over-emphasise baptism or the
Lord's supper, it is seen right across the board with men
whose denominational loyalties are a primary factor in their
thinking. at so long ago a highly placed Anglican claimed
that he was an Anglican first and an evangelical second.
More recently the same position has been maintained even
if not explicitly stated in so many words. Perhaps one might
say the emphasis is beginning to shift and men are ecumenical
first and evangelical second.

But the gospel brooks no rival for the simple reason that
Christ who is the theme of the Gospel brooks no rival. He is
Lord and to give him any other status is to deny His sovereign I

lordship. A man must be an evangelical first or he has for-
feited the claim to be an evangelical at all. To be 'gospel men'
is not one of our various qualifications, it is our supreme
calling to which all else is subservient. The gospel is not one
item on the denominational or ecumenical agenda. It is the
basis of the agenda and without it all other ecclesiastical plan
may well be scrapped.

H.M.C.
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In a Time of
National Crisis

H. M. CARSON

A sermon preached on Sunday evening, 11th May,
1975, in Hamilton Road Baptist Church, Bangor,

Co. Down

'Now therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your
ways.

Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have
not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye
clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth
wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.

And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the
mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and
upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth,
and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour of
the hands.' (Haggai 1 : 5-6, 11.)

Looking out at the situation which confronts us as a nation
I have been asking myself-Have we a word from Scripture?
Is there a prophetic word from God's Book to meet us in
such an hour? I do not need to spend time enlarging on the
fact that we are facing an economic crisis of great magnitude.
Some people live in a fool's paradise and hope that the worst
will not happen, but it is already happening for many. I
remember talking to a leading economist in England last year
and he said to me, The trouble is that the government don't
know what to do'. That is precisely the situation, and so the
crisis becomes increasingly grave. Now is it just the pessimist,
the person who always looks on the gloomy side, who sees
crises and calls words of doom? Far from it! It does not take
a great deal of observation to note that if a firm is losing
money steadily and if they are continuing to borrow and
borrow from the bank, then sooner or later the bank says
'enough', and the firm goes bankrupt. This is precisely the
situation in the country at the present time. We are living on
credit with the inevitable consequence that sooner or later the
international bankers may pull the shutters down and then we
are in great trouble.

But economic collapse is not simply a matter of money and
business and bankruptcy. You need only go back forty years
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to see the consequences of inflation and economic collapse.
Younger people here know it is history, they have read it for
'0' levels or 'A' levels. Some of us remember it as the history
with which we grew up. When Hitler emerged from obscurity
and became a force in Germany and plunged the world into
the horrors of the Second World War, what was it that
preceded his rise to power? It was economic collapse in
Germany. I remember as a small boy, collecting stamps, those
German stamps with their quite incredible currency, a stamp
costing 30 million marks. The currency had become like toy
money, it became valueless. But when you have economic
collapse you also get social unrest. People resented being out
oE jobs. People resented the fact that some seemed to be better
off than others; and it was in this climate of economic
collapse and social unrest and growing violence that Hitler
came to power. That is why it is no longer the alarmists on
the sidelines, but some of the sober observers of the national
scene today, who are seeing symptoms of the very same thing
happening. Inflation means that money becomes of less and
less value, and if it reaches the stage of an economic collapse.
which some sober economists would tell you is far from being
beyond the bounds of possibility, there are the inevitable con
sequences of social breakdown. It is not only in Ulster but
across the United Kingdom that there is increasing evidence
of violence; people turn to violence much more readily than
they did some years ago. Look at the kind of picketing that
has accompanied some recent strikes and you see a new and
ugly element. Read a police report in England which came
out recently and you hear them speaking of the readiness of
people to turn to violent action. We are moving increasingly
in national life into a violent society. One American observer
spoke recently, and he spoke not as a critic but as one who
has been a close friend of this country, he spoke of Britain
becoming ungovernable.

Now some of the prognosis may be faulty but there is no
doubt about it, we are in a very very serious situation, and 1
believe we have got to ask if there is any word from the Lord
in this situation. This is no time for a Christian to try and
bury his head in the sand like an ostrich and forget the situa
tion. For one thing, we are all involved. Some of you in this
congregation are living on the retirement pension and on your
savings, and I know that with many there must be real
anxiety as those savings shrivel in value, and one wonders,
will they last out? So people are involved. But we are involved
because, iE we are Christians, we are called upon to have a

-.
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responsibility for our country. If you read Romans 13 for
example, the Christian is a citizen, and as a citizen he has a
responsibility towards the nation where God has placed him.
That means he has a responsibility to speak to his fellow
citizens about the situation, and not simply to speak, as men
do speak, discussing and wondering, but to speak to his fellow
citizens with the Word of the Lord. Christians, after all, are
called by their Master to be the light of the world, shining in
the darkness. 'You,' said Christ, 'are the salt of the earth,'
and the purpose of salt is to arrest corruption. So the Chris
tian, and the churches of Christ, have a function, a vitally
important function, in tbis present, very serious situation.

It is for that reason that I have felt we should turn to the
Word of God this evening to hear what God has to say to
the situation, and I am sure that the first step that needs to
be taken is to diagnose the condition. A quack will always
prescribe the quick remedy; he thinks he knows the answer,
and as a result his answer is usually a very temporary one.
The good physician examines and probes in order to diagnose
the condition so that he may prescribe a remedy that will
really meet the need. So we need to diagnose the condition.
Why are we, as a nation, in this present plight? Why are we
facing possible economic disaster and all the implications of
social collapse that could flow from it? Now it is interesting
to discover that even some of the secular writers are beginning
to realise that the problems are not simply economic. One of
the national newspapers in an editorial said, 'The problem is
not economic, it is mora!.' That editorial was all the more
interesting coming as it did from a humanist background, for
it spoke of men's selfishness across the nation as being the
real problem. The 'New Statesman', which is the intellectual
journal of the left wing, spoke in similar terms a while back.
You would not expect the 'New Statesman' to preach the
doctrine of original sin but they got very close to it on that
occasion, because, examining the trade union movement, they
saw the evidence of selfishness as being the corrupting factor.

But the Christian has got to go further and expose the
reason for selfishness, the reason for materialism. It is certainly
true that the problems of the country are not simply economic,
they are moral, they are rooted in what men are. But we have
got to ask-Why are men what they are? Why are nien such
materialists? This means that we have got to look at this
whole matter of materialism and ask what causes it, and then
we will look at what God's judgment is upon it, and what
God's answer to it is.
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We hear a great deal of talk about 'this materialistic age'.
What then do we mean by materialism? Well clearly, we mean
an ulldue concern with material things. Obviously there is a
legitimate concern for it is impossible to live your life and to
do your work without being concerned with material things.
When a farmer is dealing with his farm, he deals with
tractors and with soil and with seed, and with the possible
state of the market. When he decides what he is going to
grow and what he is likely to sell, he is dealing with material
things. The businessman has to deal with profits and losses,
he must deal with commodities, he deals with material things.
The fisherman or workman, or whoever it is, well of course
they are dealing with material things. But materialism is not
simply dealing with material things, dealing with the stuff of
ordinary life-materialism means being taken up with these
things to the exclusion of all else. Materialism means being
so obsessed by money and pleasure and security and comfort
and personal wellbeing, that the things of the Spirit are simply
ignored and relegated to the background. And this is the real
curse of our nation at the present time-the materialistic
attitude in which wealth, money, pleasure, all these things,
are the supreme influence on men and women.

Materialism becomes such a controlling factor in men's
thinking, that it colours their whole outlook; it dominates the
thinking of a community and begins to colour the whole think
ing of a nation. You will find it at every level. When young
people are considering what they are going to do with their
life, what is the tendency today? Often it is not lo say, 'How
can 1 use my gifts best in my life work?' or 'How can 1 con
tribute to the country where I live?'-but 'What's the pay?
What are the prospects? What is the future?' It is all in these
terms. Now obviously the material reward for the work done
is a perfectly legitimate consideration, and one must not move
into a ridiculous realm where one pretends that it doesn't
really matter whether you have any money at all or not
Clearly, as the Lord said in Matthew 6, 'Your heavenly Father
knows that you have need of these things.' But when a man
or woman reaches the state that the only thing that matters
in a job is not the work to be done, not the contribution to
society, but the material reward, then they have become
materialists.

You see how it has corrupted sport right across the nation.
You listen to the news and you are told, not that someone has
won some golfing championship, but that he has won £40,000.
That is the thing that matters! This is the reason for the
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bitter and ruthless struggle to win at all costs. It is no longer
sport as recreation of body and mind; it is sport in order to
try and win money and rich rewards. I was preaching in
England recently and was told that the local football team had
been offered something like £1,000 a man if they made it to
the first division. Well, in fact, not even the £1,000 a man got
them to the first division. But you can see the mentality, you
can see the approach; it was money and the financial situation
which were dominating everything. That is why you get the
sorry spectacle of brawling on pitches, and players being
vicious and determined to win at all costs. There is money
hanging by it, and the whole thinking of the nation is
governed by this materialism.

One result of materialism is that men cease to be really
concerned about anyone else. The philosophy of 'I'm all right
Jack' is the philosophy that governs so many people today.
They will get to the top-that is the thing that matters. Other
people may fall by the wayside-well, so what? They don't
really care. In that series of articles to which I referred in the
'New Statesman' it was very interesting to read an article in
,t left wing socialist journal on the trade union movement. The
heading of the article was 'The brotherhood of Cain'. The
thrust of the article was this: 'the old idealism of the trade
union movement has gone; the idealism which was concerned
with the wellbeing of workers has given place to the interests
of the big unions. At all costs they will get their rewards; it
doesn't matter if the weaker unions go to the wall.' How right
he was! Unions will insist on big rewards even if it means
that other people are thrown out of work. But this is not
something that simply exists among the unions. It exists in
the boardroom, in the takeovers, when men are relegated to
the scrap heap just because they do not fit into the new
economic structure of the company. It is profit at all costs and
men and women are expendable material.

Well this is materialism showing its ugly face. It is a cor
rupting thing. When the Lord Jesus Christ gave His parable
of the sower, sowing the good seed of the Word, one of the
factors which contributed to the lack of fruit was the love of
riches, which, like thorns, choked the seed before it cQuld
grow and produce a harvest. It was the Lord Jesus Himself
who told the story of the rich fool-the man who was so
concerned with his barns, his wealth and his developing in
come that he had no thought of God. God however replied
firmly 'You fool, tonight your soul will be required of you.'
Materialism is a corrupting thing; it soils the mind, it destroys
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a man's soul. 'The love of money,' says Paul as he writes to
Timothy, 'is the root of all evil.' He speaks of one man,
Demas-'Demas hath forsaken me having loved this present
world'. One of the corrupting factors amongst Christians is
the concern with material things. This is not something which
we merely view from a distance as being the characteristic of
the man of the world. This mentality, this attitude, so easily
influences Christians' outlook.

But why this materialism? I said earlier that we havc got
to look more closely and not simply see the immediate cause,
but the ultimate reason. Why is it that men are materialists?
Well, one gets it here in this first chapter of Haggai. Why was
it that these people were so concerned with building their own
houses, and had no concern about the work of God and the
temple of the Lord? It was because God was not in their
thinking. This was appalling as far as this group was con
cerned because they had abundant cause of be thankful to
God. He had, after all, spared them as a nation. He had
brought them back to their own land after it had seemed im
possible that the land would ever again see renewed prosperity,
and yet in spite of that they are living for themselves, they
have no time really for the things of God. This surely is the
reason why men are taken up with material considerations.
This is why men live for themselves-because there is no
fear of God before their eyes. They live as if there was no God.
They live as if God had not created them. They live as if
there is no judge. They live as if they had never got to give
an answer for the way they have lived. That is why men are
what they are. Paul demonstrates it very powerfully in the
first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans: he says, 'There i~

no fear of God before men's eyes.' That is why they live for
these temporary things. That is why they are so obsessed with
material considerations. They simply have no knowledge of
God, no concern for God, no fear of God.

There is another reason (and it is allied to this lack of fear
of God) why men are taken up with material things. It is that
they forget the fact of death. This is where you see men's
tragic blindness. Intelligent men they may be yet they seem to
forget that they are going to die. Death is the supreme inevit
ability as far as we are concerned. Death affects everybody,
death is not selective. The optimist and the pessimist-well
this is one point at which they will meet, they will both die.
The business tycoon and the person on the dole will both
die. When Aristotle Onassis, the Greek multi-millionaire, died
there were probably beggars dying on the streets of Calcutta,

....
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but they were on the same level at that point. There is a great
political debate across the land; there are Tories and Socialists
and Liberals, but they share one thing in common, if they
share nothing else they will share death because they will all
die. It matters not who men are or what men are, death is
the great fact, and death is the great leveller. But death makes
utter nonsense of materialism because death strips a man
absolutely stark naked; he has nothing but a shroud, nothing
but a coffin. When you go to the cemetery the graves are all
alike. Yes, I know some people with wealth will try and make
their grave different by having a rather imposing monument,
but that monument is something above the ground, the graves
are the same. Death levels the king and the commoner. Death
levels the rich man and the poor man. Death levels the in
tellectual and the ignoramus. Death levels the civilised man
and the savage. Death is the great factor, and death, I say,
is the final mockery of materialism. Men spend their lives in
this quest of money and this quest of wealth and they leave it
all behind, they will take nothing with them. 'Naked we came
into this world and naked we go out.' We cannot take any
single possession with us, and yet men live as if they were
going to live for ever; men live as if there was no such thing
as death.

But if men forget God, if men think that God can be rela
gated to the limbo of forgotten things, God cannot thus be
relegated. The God who is there remains there, even when men
try to ignore Him and try to reject Him. God says, 'Be not
deceived, God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth
that shall he also reap.' I believe we have got to say to our
nation today that this is what is happening. It is not simply
that economic theory has gone wrong, but we are under the
judgment of God Almighty. This prophet Haggai, away there
in the 6th century BC, has he something to say to us in our
20th century? Of course he has, because this is the Word of
God. Could you hear a better description of inflation?-'he
that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with
holes'. You must have discovered that a pound note disappears
with extraordinary rapidity in these days-indeed a five pound
note now disappears as quickly and they are beginning to
produce ten pound notes for you in the bank. There was a
time when many of us would have thought that to have ten
pound notes in our wallet was unusual but it is now becoming
quite usual because money is losing its value. 'You earn
wages,' he says, 'and you put it into a bag with holes.' The
money won't purchase what you would like it to purchase
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for it is losing its value. But it was not simply that the
economics of the country were rather awry. This, says Haggai,
is the judgment of God.

God so often brings judgment that matches a man's sin. We
live not only in a covetous age, but we live in a very immoral
situation. The old values of chastity are being derided and
young people who try to stand for chastity are often dismissed
as being out of date. But the judgment of God is falling upon
this generation and VD is becoming a major epidemic in the
nation and men and women are discovering with broken
diseased bodies that 'God is not mocked, and that whatsoever
a man soweth that shall he also reap'. Yet the very judgment
is commensurate with the sin becau e men having lived for
lust inherit a situation in which their bodies are no longer
capable of indulging their lust. Well I believe this is true here.
Men live for material things, they live as if money is the
ultimate, and God deals with them in judgment. The very
money which has been their god ceases to have any value
and they discover the emptiness of it all. Haggai does not see
this as an economic problem; he sees it as the judgment of
God upon the land. And I believe this is how we have got to
view the present situation nationally. It is not that the econo
mists have got their answers wrong; it is not that the poli
ticians have not got the right policies. Ultimately, I believe,
we are a nation under the judgment of the Almighty.

Here, in Haggai's prophecy, he speaks not only of a cur
rency that is really of little value, he also speaks in a later
verse in the chapter of a condition of hunger: 'I called for a
drought upon the land and upon the mountains, and upon the
corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that
which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon
cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands.' He speaks of
drought and hunger and famine, and someone replies at once,
'Ah yes, that could happen there, but it wouldn't happen to us
in this country.' Would it not? I believe we need to be a great
deal more realistic. When you read a book like the book of the
Revelation, and in the 6th chapter of that book you encoun
ter the four horsemen of the Apocalypse and read of famine,
you are not reading of something which simply affects places
like India or Central Africa, you are reading of the judgment
of God that may well affect these favoured lands of ours.
You say that it couldn't happen here? What would happen
if our economy collapsed? What would happen if we were not
able to buy raw materials overseas? What would happen if
another Middle East war cut off our oil supplies completely?
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What would happen if our farmers did not have oil for their
tractors? Well there is one simple answer-we would be
hungry, and we might be very hungry indeed. People live in
this fool's paradise of imagining that hunger and famine
happen to wretched people on the other side of the world,
and we perhaps send them something to help them in their
need, but that they couldn't happen to us. Well, they assuredly
could happen to us, because our whole economy and the whole
structure of our society rests as it were on a razor edge, and
we could not feed ourselves.

Haggai sees this, again, not as an unfortunate circumstance,
that harvests are not good, he sees it rather as the judgment of
God. God is speaking to the nation through what He is doing.
What is the answer to it all? There is no glib answer, no quick
answer, but there is a very fundamental answer, and here it
is from the prophet, here it is from God. He says, 'Consider
your ways.' You have got to begin with your ways, with your
own life, with your own attitudes, with your own mentality,
consider your ways-this is where we have got to begin.
'Judgment must begin at the house of God,' and if Christians
have been tainted, and let us acknowledge before God we have
been tainted, all of us, with this materialistic outlook, then we
need to humble ourselves before God Almighty. We need to
ask God to search us through and through to find if there
is this greed, this selfishness, this desire for goods and gain
and pleasure. Maybe some of us have not even reached the
stage of being able to qualify for the name Christian. To you
r say-How futile to live for the things of this world. 'What
shall it profit if you gain the whole world and lose your own
soul?' What does it matter when they carry the coffin from
your house that you have got a million pounds and vast
estates-you have absolutely nothing but death and the
judgment of God. 'Consider your ways' says God, 'consider
your ways.' This is the word for our country at the present
time.

If you are a Christian, this is the testimony you have got to
bear, that God is calling our nation to account, calling our
people to judgment. What does the future hold? Well, the
simple answer to that one is-I do not know and I dare not
prophesy. But I can give you from history two examples of
how things did go, and one or other of them may be the
answer. The two examples I would select are these. First of
all one to which I have referred in the past because it is so
significant for the present time-the Roman Empire, fifteen
hundred years ago. The second example-England two hun-
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dred years ago, just prior to the time of the French Revolu
tion. Now why do I select those two examples? It is because
one speaks of the judgment of God and the other speaks of
the revival blessing of the Spirit and of the mercy of God.
The Roman Empire and the City of Rome were remarkably
like this twentieth century of ours. They were interested
supremely in worldly goods, in food, wine, drink, in the games
-the arena dominated their life. It was a materialistic society.
There were Christians, great Christians like Augustine in
North Africa, Ambrose in Milan and many others. But the
society was rotten. In fact it was not really the invading
tribesmen who destroyed Rome. Rome simply fell to pieces
through its own moral corruption, and the final invasion was
simply God's judgment upon a city and empire that had
turned its back upon the living God.

Two centuries ago, England was in a sorry state; a time of
corruption in national life, a time of gross immorality across
the nation, a time of heavy and intense drinking; a time of
blood sports and exploitation. The country was ripe for
judgment-a judgment that hit our nearest neighbour across
the channel, and in 1789 the French Revolution unloosed a
torrent of blood across the land and across Europe. What
happened in England? God, in His mercy, brought revival.
God, in His mercy, sent gospel preachers and men and
women turned to Christ, and the disaster that hit France did
not hit England.

Now which is it to be? We are under the sovereign God
and I cannot say which it will be. It may, in God's mercy, be
revival; it may, in God's wisdom, be judgment. We do not
know what the years ahead may hold. They may hold grim
days for all of us. But when such grim days burst upon the
Roman Empire and when Christians were inclined to feel
that the end of the world had come as the very fabric of
civilisation was crumbling around them, Augustine wrote one
of his great books 'The City of God'. The city of Rome may
fall, the barbarians may pillage and rape and destroy-and
they did for those were terrible days, days of appalling suffer
ing-'-but, said Augustine, the City of God remains. The
simple call is this, 'Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness'. Men live for self, they live for money, they
live for pleasure, and they die and face the judgment of the
Almighty. The call of Christ is for men and women who will
seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and go out to a
nation and to a land in a sorry condition to speak the only
word for men in their need, and that is the word of the
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gospel. It is the word of salvation through Christ, the word of
forgiveness, the word of peace with God, the word of hope,
the word that robs the grave of its sting and death of its
power, the word that speaks of life everlasting. May God
search you, may God search me, may God humble us. May
God show us the corrupting influences of the day in which wc
live. May God give us this passionate concern to live primarily
to His praise and to His glory, seeking first His kingdom and
His righteousness, and to him be all the praise.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Owing to the ending of our office tenancy all subscriptions,
donations and letters to the Business Manager and Hon.
Secretary should be sent clo Rev. H. G. H. Hill, Whinburgh
Rectory, Dereham, Norfolk.

Tape recordings of sermons by the editor are available from
Mrs. W. Wallace, 10 Grandmere Park, Bangor, Co. Down.
Cassettes cost £1.25 each. Among others a series on Romans
Chaps. 1-11 is available.

The note which appeared in the last issue about the editor
preaching in Leicester in November was inserted by the printer
in error. Many readers will know that this event took place
last November and a piece of standing type infiltrated into
the existing copy!
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THE FINAL PERSEVERANCE OF
THE SAINTS
c. H. SPURGEON

"The righteous also shall hold on his way."-Job 17: 9.
The man who is righteous before God has a way of his own.

It is not the way of the flesh, nor the way of the world; it is a
way marked out for him by the divine command, in which he
walks by faith. It is the King's highway of holiness. the unclean
shall not pass over it: only the ransomed of the Lord shall
walk there, and these shall find it a path of separation from
the world. Once entered upon the way of life. the pilgrim must
persevere in it or perish, for thus saith the Lord, 'If any man
draw back, My soul shall have no pleasure in him'. Persever
ance in the path of faith and holiness is a necessity of the
Christian. for only 'he that endureth to the end, the same shall
be saved'. It is in vain to spring up quickly like the seed that
was sown upon the rock, and then by-and-by to wither when
the sun is up; that would but prove that such a plant has no
root in itself, but 'the trees of the Lord are full of sap', and
they abide and continue and bring forth fruit, even in old age,
to show that the Lord is upright. There is a great difference
between nominal Christianity and real Christianity, and this
is generally seen in the failure of the one and the continuance
of the other. Now, the declaration of the text is that the truly
righteous man shall hold on his way; he shall not go back. hc
shall not leap the hedges and wander to the right hand or the
left. he shall not lie down in idleness, neither shall he faint and
cease to go upon his journey; but he 'shall hold on his way'. It
will frequently be vcry difficult for him to do so, but he will
have such resolution, such power of inward grace given him,
that he will 'hold on his way', with stern determination, as
though he held on by his teeth, resolving never to let go.
Perhaps he may not always travel with equal speed; it is not
said that he shall hold on his pace, but he shall hold on his
way. There are times when we run and are not weary, and anon
when we walk and are thankful that we do not faint; aye, and
there are periods when we are glad to go on all fours and creep
upward with pain; but still we prove that 'the righteous shall
hold on his way'. Under all difficulties the face of the man
whom God has justified is steadfastly set towards Jerusalem;
nor will he turn aside till his eyes shall see the King in His
beauty.

This is a great wonder. It is a marvel that any man should
be a Christian at all, and a great wonder that he should con-



The Gospel Magazine 159

tinue so. Consider the weakness of the flesh, the strength of
inward corruption, the fury of Satanic temptation, the seduc
tions of wealth and the pride of life, the world and the fashion
thereof: all these things are against us, and yet behold, 'greater
is He that is for us than all they that be against us', and
defying sin, and Satan and death and hell, the righteous holds
on his way.

THIS IS THE DOCTRINE

I take our text as accurately setting forth the doctrine of the
final perseverance of the saints. 'The righteous shall hold on
his way.' Years ago when there was an earnest, and even a
bitter controversy between Calvinists and Arminians it was
the habit of each side to caricature the other. Very much of the
argument is not directed against the real sentiment of the
opposite party, but against what had been imputed to them.
They made a man of straw, and then they burned him, which
is a pretty easy thing to do, but I trust we have left these
things behind. The glorious truth of the final perseverance of
the saints has survived controversy, and in some form or other
is the cherished belief of the children of God. Take care,
however, to be clear as to what it is. The Scripture does not
teach that a man will reach his journey's end without con
tinuing to travel along the road; it is not true that one act of
faith is all, and that nothing is needed of daily faith, prayer.
and watchfulness. Our doctrine is the very opposite, namely,
that the righteous shall hold on his way; or, in other words,
shall continue in faith, in repentance, in prayer, and under the
influence of the grace of God. We do not believe in salvation
by a physical force which treats a man as a dead log, and
carries him whether he will it or not towards heaven. No, 'he
holds on', he is personally active about the matter, and plods
on up hill and down dale till he reaches his journey's end. We
never thought, nor even dreamed, that merely because a man
supposes that he once entered on this way he may therefore
conclude that he is certain of salvation, even if he leaves the
way immediately. No, but we say that he who truly receives
the Holy Ghost, so that he believes in the Lord Jesus Christ.
shall not go back, but persevere in the way of faith. It is
written, 'He that believeth and is baptised shall be saved'. and
this he cannot be if he were left to go back and delight in sin as
he did before; and, therefore, he shall be kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation. Though the believer to his
grief will commit many a sin, yet still the tenor of his life will
be holiness to the Lord, and he will hold on in the way of
obedience. We detest the doctrine that a man who ha once
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believed in Jesus will be saved even if he altogether forsook
the path of obedience. We deny that such a turning aside is
possible to the true believer, and therefore the idea imputed to
us is clearly an invention of the adversary. No, beloved, a man,
if he be indeed a believer in Christ, will not live after the will
of the flesh. When he does fall into sin it will be his grief and
misery, and he will never rest till he is cleansed from guilt; but
I will say this of the believer, that if he could live as he would
like to live he would live a perfect life. If you ask him if, after
believing, he may live as he lists, he will reply, 'Would God
I coud live as I list, for I desire to live altogether without sin.
J would be perfect, even as my Father in heaven is perfect'.
The doctrine is not the licentious idea that a believer may live
in sin, but that he cannot and will not do so. This is the
doctrine, and we will first prove it; and, secondly, in the
Puritanic sense of the word, we will briefly improve it, by
drawing two spiritual lessons therefrom.

THE PROOF OF THIS DOCTRINE

1. LET US PROVE THE DOCTRINE. Please to follow me with
your Bibles open. You, dear friends, have most of you received
as a matter of faith the doctrines of grace, and therefore to you
the doctrine of final perseverance cannot require any proving,
because it follows from all the other doctrines. We believe
that God has an elect people whom He has chosen unto eternal
life, and that truth necessarily involves their perseverance in
grace. We believe in special redemption, and this secures the
salvation and consequent perseverance of the redeemed. We
believe in effectual calling, which is bound up with justifica
tion, a justification which ensures glorification. The doctrines
of grace are like a chain-if you believe in one of them you
must believe the next, for each one involves the rest: therefore
J say that you who accept any of the doctrines of grace must
receive this also, as involved in them. But I am about to try to
prove this to those who do not receive the doctrines of grace;
I would not argue in a circle, and prove one thing which you
doubt by another thing which you doubt, but 'to the law and
to the testimony', to the actual words of Scripture we shall
refer the matter.

GOD'S CAUTIONS AGAINST APOSTASY

Before we advance to the argument it will be well to remark
that those who reject the doctrine frequently tell us that there
are many cautions in the word of God against apostatising,
and that those cautions can have no meaning if it be true that
the righteous shall hold on his way. But what if those cautions
are the means in the hand of God of keeping His people from
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wandering? What if they are used to excite a holy fear in the
minds of His children, and so become the means of preventing
the evil which they denounce? I would also remind you that in
the Epistle to the Hebrews, which contains the most solemn
warnings against apostasy, the apostle always takes care to
add words which show that he did not believe that those whom
he warned would actually apostatise. Turn to Hebrews 6 : 9.
He has been telling these Hebrews that if those who had been
once enlightened should fall away, it would be impossible to
renew them again unto repentance, and he adds, 'But, beloved,
we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accom
pany salvation, though we thus speak'. In the 10th chapter he
gives an equally earnest warning, declaring that those who
should do despite to the spirit of grace are worthy of sorer
punishment than those who despised Moses' law, but he closes
the chapter with these words, 'Now the just shall live by faith:
but if any man draw back, My soul shall have no pleasure in
him. But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition;
but of them that believe to the saving of the soul'. Thus he
shows what the consequences of apostasy would be, but he is
convinced that they will not choose to incur such a fearful
doom.

BIBLICAL ACCOUNTS OF APOSTASY

Again, objectors sometimes mention instances of apostasy
which are mentioned in the Word of God, but on looking into
them it will be discovered that these are cases of persons who
did but profess to know Christ, but were not really possessors
of the divine life. John, in his first Epistle, 2: 19, fully
describes these apostates: 'They went out from us, but they
were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt
have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be
made manifest that they were not all of us'. The like is true of
that memorable passage in John, where our Saviour speaks of
branches of the vine which are cut off and cast into the fire:
these are described as branches in Christ that bear no fruit.
Are those real Christians? How can they be so if they bear no
fruit? 'By their fruits ye shall know them.' The branch which
bears fruit is purged, but it is never cut off. Those which bear
no fruit are not figures of true Christians, but they fitIy repre
sent mere professors. Our Lord, in Matthew 7 : 22, tells us
concerning many who will say in that day 'Lord, Lord', that
He wiI1 reply, 'I never knew you'. Not 'I have forgotten you',
hut 'I never knew you': they were never really His disciples.

THE NEW LIFE

But now to the argument itself. First we argue the perse-
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verance of the saints, most distinctly from the nature of the life
which is imparted at regeneration. What saith Peter concerning
this life? (1 Peter 1 : 23). He speaks of the people of God as
'being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever'. The
new life which is planted in us when we are born again is not
like the fruit of our first birth, for that is subject to mortality.
but it is a divine principle, which cannot die nor be corrupt;
and, if it be so, then he who possesses it must live for ever.
must, indeed, be evermore what the Spirit of God in regenera
tion has made him. So in 1 John 3 : 9 we have the same
thought in another form. 'Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin,
because he is born of God.' That is to say, the bent of the
Christian's life is not towards sin. It would not be a fair
description of his life that he lives in sin; on the contrary, he
fights and contends against sin, because he has an inner
principle which cannot sin. The new life sinneth not; it is born
of God, and cannot transgress; and though the old nature
warreth against it, yet doth the new life so prevail in the
Christian that he is kept from living in sin. Our Saviour, in
His simple teaching of the gospel to the Samaritan woman.
said to her (John 4 : 13), 'Whosoever drinketh of this water
shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that
J shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that J shall
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into ever
lasting life'. Now, if our Saviour taught this to a sinful and
ignorant woman, at His first interview with her, I take it that
this doctrine is not to be reserved for the inner circle of full
grown saints, but to be preached ordinarily among the
common people, and to be held up as a most blessed privilege.
If you receive the grace which Jesus imparts to your souls. it
shall be like the good part which Mary chose. it shall not be
taken away from you; it shall abide in you, not as the water in
a cistern, but as a living fountain springing up unto everlasting
life.

We all know that the life given in the new birth is intimately
connected with faith. Now, faith is in itself a conquering
principle. In the First Epistle of John, which is a great treasury
of argument (1 John 5 : 4), we are told, 'Whatsoever is born of
God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that over
cometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh
the world, but he that be1ieveth that Jesus is the Son of God?'
See, then, that which is born of God in us, namely, the new
life. is a conquering principle; there is no hint given that it can
ever be defeated: and faith, which is its outward sign, is also
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in itself triumphant evermore. Therefore of necessity, because
God has implanted such a wondrous life in us in bringing us
out of darkness into His marvellous light, because He has
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, because the eternal and ever
blessed Spirit hath come to dwell in us, we conclude that the
divine life within us shall never die. 'The righteous shall hold
on his way.'

ETERNAL LTFE

The second argument to which I shall caB your attention
shall be drawn from our Lord's own express declarations.
Here we shall look to the gospel of John again, and in that
blessed third of John. where our Lord was explaining the
gospel in the simplest possible style to Nicodemus, we find
Him laying great stress upon the fact that the life received by
faith in Himself is eternal. Look at that precious verse, the
fourteenth: 'As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, brit have eternal life.' Do
men therefore believe in Him and yet perish? Do they believe
in Him and receive a spiritual life which comes to an end? It
cannot be, for 'God gave His only begotten Son, that whoso
ever believeth in Him should not perish': but he would perish
if he did not persevere to the end; and therefore he must
persevere to the end. The believer has eternal life, how then
can he die, so as to cease to be a believer? If he does not abide
in Christ, he evidently has not eternal life, therefore he shall
abide in Christ, even to the end. 'For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.' To this
some reply that a man may have everlasting life and lose it.
To which we answer, the words cannot so mean. Such a state
ment is a self-evident contradiction. If the life be lost the man
is dead; how, then, did he have everlasting life? It is clear that
he had a life which lasted only for a while: he certainly had
not everlasting life, for if he had it he must live everlastingly.
'He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life' (John
3 : 36). The saints in heaven have eternal life, and no one
expects them to perish. Their life is eternal; but eternal life is
eternal life, whether the person possessing it dwells on earth or
in heaven.

I need not read all the passages in which the same truth is
taught; but further on, in John 6 : 47, our Lord told the Jews.
'Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on Me hath
everlasting life': not temporary life, but 'everlasting life'. And
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in the 51st verse He said, 'I am the living bread which came
down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live
for ever'. Then comes that famous declaration of the Lord
Jesus Christ, which, if there were no other at all, would be
quite sufficient to prove our point. John 10 : 28: 'And 1 give
unto My sheep eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither
shall any' (the word 'man' is not in the original) 'pluck them
our of My hand. My Father, which gave them Me, is greater
than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's
hand.' What can He mean but this, that He has grasped His
people, and that He means to hold them securely in His
mighty hand?

'Where is the power can reach us there,
Or what can pluck us thence?'

Over and above the hand of Jesus which was pierced comes
the hand of the Omnipotent Father as a sort of second
grasp. 'My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all;
and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand.'
Surely this must show that the saints were secure from any
thing and .everything which would destroy them, and conse
quently safe from total apostasy.

Another passage speaks to the same effect-it is to be found
in Matthew 24: 24, where the Lord Jesus has been speaking
of the false prophets that should deceive many. 'There shall
arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect'; which shows that it is impossible
for the elect to be deceived by them. Of Christ's sheep it is
aid, 'A stranger will they not follow, for they know not the

voice of strangers', but by divine instinct they know the voice
of the Good Shepherd, and they follow Him.

Thus has our Saviour declared, as plainly as words possibly
can express it, that those who are His people possess eternal
life within themselves, and shall not perish, but shall enter into
everlasting felicity. 'The righteous shall hold on his way.'

OUR LORD'S INTERCESSIO

A very blessed argument for the safety of the believer is
found in our Lord's intercession. You need not turn to the
passage, for you know it well, which shows the connection
between the living intercession of Christ and the perseverance
of His people-'Wherefore also He is able to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth
to make intercession for them' (Hebrews 7 : 25). Our Lord
Jesus is not dead; He has risen, He has gone up into the glory,
and now before the eternal throne He pleads the merit of His
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perfect work, and as He pleads there for all His people whose
names are written on His heart, as the names of Israel were
written on the jewelled breastplate of the high priest, His
intercession saves His people even to the uttermost. If you
would like an illustration of it you must turn to the case of
Peter which is recorded in Luke 22 : 31, where our Lord said,
'Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that
he may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee that thy
faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy
brethren'. The intercession of Christ does not save His people
from being tried, and tempted, and tossed up and down like
wheat in a sieve, it does not save them even from a measure of
sin and sorrow, but it does save them from total apostasy.
Peter was kept, and though he denied his Master, yet it was an
exception to the great rule of his life. By grace he did hold on
his way, not only then, but many a time beside; though he
sinned, he had an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous.

If you desire to know how Jesus pleads, read at your leisure
at home that wonderful 17th of John-the Lord's prayer.
What a prayer it is! 'While I was with them in the world, I
kept them in Thy name: those that Thou gavest Me I have
kept. and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that
the Scripture might be fulfilled.' Judas was lost, but he was
only given to Christ as an apostle and not as one of His sheep.
He had a temporary faith, and maintained a temporary profes
sion, but he never had eternal life or he would have lived on.
Those groans and cries of the Saviour which accompanied His
pleadings in Gethsemane were heard in heaven, and answered.
'Holy Father, keep through Thine own name those whom
Thou hast given Me'; the Lord does keep them by His Word
and Spirit, and will keep them. If the prayer of Christ in
Gethsemane was answered, how much more that which now
goeth up from the eternal throne itself!

'With cries and tears He offered up
His humble suit below;

But with authority He asks,
Enthroned in glory now.

'For all that come to God by Him,
Salvation He demands;

Points to their names upon His breast,
And spreads His wQunded hands.'

Ah, if my Lord Jesus pleads for me I cannot be afraid of earth
or hell: that living, intercessory Voice hath power to keep the
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saints, and so hath the living Lord Himself, for He hath said
'Because I live ye shall live also' (John 14: 19).

THE CHARACTER AND WORK OF CHRIST

Now for a fourth argument. We gather sure confidence of
the perseverance of the saints from the character and work of
Christ. I will say little about that, for I trust my Lord is so
well known to you that He needeth no word of commendation
from me to you; but if you know Him you will say what the
apostle does in 2 Timothy 1 : 12-'1 know whom 1 have
believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which
I have committed unto Him against that day'. He did not say.
'1 know in whom I have believed', as most people quote it, but
'1 know whom I have believed'. He knew Jesus, he knew His
heart and His faithfulness, he knew His atonement and its
power, he knew His intercession and its might; and he cam·
mitted his soul to Jesus by an act of faith, and he felt secure.
My Lord is so excellent in all things that J need give you but
one glimpse of His character and you will see what He was
when He dwelt here among men. At the commencement of
John 13, we read, 'Having loved His own which were in the
world, He loved them unto the end'. If He had not loved His
disciples to the end when here we might conclude that He was
changeable now as then; but if He loved His chosen to the
end while yet in His humiliation below, it bringeth us the sweet
and blessed confidence that now He is in heaven He will love
to the end all those who confide in Him.

THE COVENANT OF GRACE

Fifthly, we infer the perseverance of the saints from the
tenor of the Covenant of Grace. Would you like to read it for
yourselves? If so, turn to the Old Testament, Jeremiah 32. and
there you will find the covenant of grace set forth at some
length. We shall only be able to read th~ fortieth verse: 'And
J will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not
turn away from them, to do them good; but I put My fear in
their hearts, that they shall not depart from Me'. He will not
depart from them, and they shall not depart from Him-what
can be a grander assurance of their perseverance even to the
end? Now, that this is the covenant of grace under which we
live is clear from the Epistle to the Hebrews, for the apostle in
the eighth chapter quotes that passage to this very end. The
question runs thus-'Behold, the days come, saith the Lord,
when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah: not according to the covenant that
I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they con·
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tinued not in My covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the
Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house
of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put My laws
into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be
to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people.' The old
covenant had an 'if' in it, and so it suffered shipwreck; it
was-'If you will be obedient then you shall be pleased'; and
hence there came a failure on man's part, and the whole
covenant ended in disaster. It was the covenant of works, and
under it we were in bondage, until we were delivered from it
and introduced to the covenant of grace, which has no 'if' in
it, but runs upon the strain of promise; it is 'I will' and 'You
shall' all the way through. 'I will be your God, and ye shall be
My people.' Glory be to God, this covenant will never pass
away, for see how the Lord declares its enduring character in
the book of Isaiah (44: 10): 'For the mountains shall depart,
and the hills be removed; but My kindness shall not depart
from thee, neither shall the covenant of My peace be removed,
saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.'

And again in Isaiah 45 : 3: 'I will make an everlasting
covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.' The idea
of falling utterly from grace is a relic of the old legal spirit, it
is a going away from grace to come under law again, and I
charge you who have once been manumitted slaves, and have
had the fetters of legal bondage struck from off your hands,
never consent to wear those bonds again. Christ has saved you,
if indeed you are believers in Him, and He has not saved you
for a week, or a month, or a quarter, or a year, or twenty
years, but He has given to you eternal life, and you shall never
perish, neither shall any pluck you out of His hands. Rejoice
ye in this blessed covenant of grace.

THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD

The sixth most forcible argument is'drawn from the faithful
ness of God. Look at Romans 11 : 29: what saith the apostle
there, speaking by the Holy Ghost? 'For the gifts and calling
of God are without repentance', which means that He does not
give life and pardon to a man and call him by grace and after
wards repent of what He has done, and withdraw the good
things which He has bestowed. 'God is not a man, that He
should lie; neither the son of man, that He should repent.'
When He putteth forth His hand to save He doth not withdraw
it till the work is accomplished. His word is, 'I am the Lord,
[ change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed'
(Malachi 3 : 6). 'The Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent'
(1 Samuel 15 : 29). The apostle would have us ground our
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confidence of perseverance upon the confirmation which divine
faithfulness is sure to bestow upon us. He says in I Corinthians
1 : 8, 'Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may
be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is
faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of His
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.' And again he speaks to the same
effect in 1 Thessalonians 5 : 24, 'Faithful is He that calleth you,
who also will do it.' It was of old the will of God to save the
people whom He gave to Jesus, and from this He has never
turned, for our Lord said (Joho 6: 39), 'And this is the
Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath
given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at
the last day.' Thus you see from these passages, and there are
numbers of others, that God's faithfulness secures the preser
vation of His people, and 'the righteous shall hold on his way'.

THE WORK DONE IN US

The seventh and last argument shall be drawn from what
has already been done in us. I shall do little more than quole
the Scriptures, and leave them to sink into your minds. A
blessed passage is that in Jeremiah 31 : 3: 'The Lord hath
appeared of old unto me, saying, yea, I have loved thee with
an everlasting love: therefore wilh loving-kindness have 1
drawn thee.' If He did not mean that His love should be ever
lasting He would never have drawn us at all. but because that
love is everlasting therefore with loving-kindness has He
drawn us. The apostle argues this in a very elaborate manner
in Romans 5 : 9, 10: 'Much more then. being now justified by
His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if.
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death
of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by
His life.' I cannot stop to show how every word of this passage
is emphatic, but so it is: if God reconciled us when we were
enemies, He certainly will save us now we "are His friends, and
if our Lord Jesus has reconciled us by His death, much more
will He save us by His life; so that we may be certain He will
not leave nor forsake those whom He has called. Do you need
me to bring to your minds that golden chapter. the 8th of
Romans, the noblest of all language that was ever written by
human pen? 'Whom He did foreknow, He also did predestin
ate to be conformed to the image of His Son. Moreover, whom
He did predestinate, them He also called; and whom He called.
them He also justified; and whom He justified, them He also
glorified.' There is no break in the chain between justification
and glory: and no supposable breakage can occur, for the
apostle puts that out of all hazard, by saying, 'Who shall lay
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anyth ing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justrfieth.
Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather,
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who
also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ?' Then he heaps on all the things that mjght
be supposed to separate, and says, 'For I am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.' In the
same manner the apostle writes in Philippians 1 : 6, 'Being
confident of this very thing, that he who hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.'
I cannot stay to mention the many other Scriptures in which
what has been done is made an argument that the work shall
be completed, but it is after the manner of the Lord to go
through with whatever He undertakes. 'He will give grace and
glory', and perfect that which concerneth us.

One marvellous privilege which has been bestowed upon us
is of peculiar significance: we are one with Christ by close,
vital, spiritual union. We are taught of the Spirit that we enjo
Cl marriage union with Christ Jesus our Lord-shall that union
be dissolved? We are married to Him. Has He ever given a
bill of divorce? There never has been such a case as the
heavenly Bridegroom divorcing from His heart a chosen soul
to whom He has been united in the bonds of grace. Listen to
these words from the prophecy of Hosea 2: 19,20. 'And I will
betroth thee unto Me for ever: yea. I will tetroth thee unto
Me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-kindness.
and in mercies. I will even betroth thee unto Me in faithfuless:
and thou shalt know the Lord.'

This marvellous union is set forth by the figure of the heau
and the body: we are members of the body of Christ. Do the

embers of His body rot away? Is Christ amputated? T~ He
fitted with new limbs as old ones are lost? Nay, being members
of this body, we shall not be divided from Him. 'He that is
joined unto the Lord,' says the apostle, 'is one spirit', and if
we are made one spirit with Christ, that mysterious union does
not allow of the supposition of a separation.

The Lord has wrought another great work upon us. for He
has sealed us by the Holy Spirit. The possession of the Holy
Ghost is the divine seal which sooner or later is set upon all
the chosen. There are many passage in which that seal is
spoken of. and is described as being an earnest. an earnest of
the inheritance. But how an earnest if after receiving it we do
not attain the purchased possession? Think over the exceed-
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ingl weighty words of the Apostle in 2 Corinthians I : 21, 22:
'Now He which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath
anointed us, is God; who hath also sealed us, and given the
earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.' To the same effect the Holy
Spirit speaks in Ephesians 1 : 13, 14: 'In whom ye also trusted,
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salva
tion: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with
that holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inherit
ance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto
the praise of His glory.' Beloved, we feel certain that if the
Spirit of God dwelleth in us, He that raised up Jesus Christ
from the dead will keep our souls and will also quicken our
mortal bodies and present us complete before the glory of His
face at the last.

Therefore we sum up the argument with the confident
expression of the Apostle when he said (2 Timothy 4 : 18), 'The
Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve
me unto His heavenly kingdom; to whom be glory for ever and
ever. Amen.'

E COURAGEMENT TO THE SAINT

n. Now, bow shall we IMPROVE THE DOCTRINE PRACTICALLY?

The first improvement is for encouragement to the man wbo
is on the road to heaven. 'The righteous shall hold on His
way.' If I bad to take a very long journey, say from London
to John 0' Groats, with my poor tottering limbs to carry me,
and such a weight to carry too, I might begin to despair, and.
indeed, the very first day's walking would knock me up: but if
r had a divine assurance unmistakably saying, 'You will hold
on your way, and you will get to your journey's end', I feel
that I would brace myself to achieve the task. One might
hardly undertake a difficult journey if he did not believe that
he would finish it, but the sweet assurance that we shall reach
our home makes us pluck up courage. The weather is wet,
rainy, blusterous. but we must keep on, for the end is sure.
The road is very rough, and runs up hill and down dale; we
want for breath, and our limbs are aching; but as we shall get
to our journey's end we push on. We are ready to creep into
some cottage and lie down to die of weariness, saying, 'I shall
never accomplish my task', but the confidence which we have
received sets us on our feet, and off we go again. To the right
hearted man the assurance of success is the best stimulus for
labour. If it be so, that I shall overcome the world, that I shall
conquer sin. that I shall not be an apostate, that I shall not
give up my faith, that J shall not fling away my shield, that
1 shall come home a conqueror-then will I play the man, and
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fight like a hero. This is one of the reasons why British troops
have so often won the fight, because the drummer-boy did not
know how to beat a retreat, and the rank and file did not
believe in the possibility of defeat. They were beaten often
times by the French, so the French tell us, but they would not
believe it, and therefore wO}Jld not run away. They felt like
winning, and so they stood like solid rocks amidst the dread
artillery of the foe till victory declared on their side. Brethren,
we shall do the same if we realise that we are preserved in
Christ Jesus, kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation. Every true believer shall be a conqueror, and hence
the reason for warring a good warfare. There is laid up for us
in heaven a crown of life that fadeth not away. The crown is
laid up for us, and not for chance comers. The crown reserved
for me is such that no one else can wear it; and if it be so, then
will 1 battle and strive to the end, till the last enemy is over
come, and death itself is dead.

ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE SEEKING SINNER

Another improvement is this: what an encouragement this
is to sinners who desire salvation. It should lead them to come
and receive it with grateful delight. Those who deny this
doctrine offer sinners a poor twopenny-halfpenny salvation,
not worth having, and it is no marvel that they turn away
from it. As the Pope gave England to the Spanish king-if he
could get it-so do they proffer Christ's salvation if a man will
deserve it by his own faithfulness. According to some, eternal
life is given to you, but then it may not be eternal; you may
fall from it, it may last only for a time. When I was but a child
[ used to trouble myself because I saw some of my young com
panions, who were a little older than myself, when they
became apprentices and came to London, become vicious;
I have heard their mothers' laments, and seen their tears about
them; I have heard their fathers expressing bitterest sorrow
over the boys whom I knew in my class to be quite as good as
ever I had been, and it used to strike me with horror that I
perhaps might sin as they had done. They became Sabbath
breakers; in one case there was a theft from the till to go into
Sunday pleasuring. I dreaded the very thought; I desired to
maintain an unsullied character, and when I heard that if I
gave my heart to Christ He would keep me, that was the very
thing which won me; it seemed to be a celestial life assurance
for my character, that if I would really trust Christ with myself
He would save me from the errors of youth, preserve me amid
the temptations of manhood, and keep me to the end. I was

(continued on page 175)
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The Wayof Salvation
ALEXANDER ROSS

'What must I do to be saved?' a man once asked in a prison
at midnight (Acts 16: 30). He had stood, for a few, brief
thrilling moments, sword poised in hand, on the thin dividing
line between this world and the next. Who knows what hap
pened then and there in the depths of his soul?

May we not say that for the first time in 'his life he escaped
from this world of hollow shams and stood face to face with
realities, stood face to face with God, and knew, in an instan
taneous flash of self-discovery, that there was something in
God from which he needed to be saved, something in his own
life that brought him under the black shadow of God's holy
wrath against sin? He would have agreed heartily with that
startling statement of Scripture, which to shallow souls is
closely akin to nonsense, 'It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God' (Hebrews 10: 31).

Until we have stood where he stood, we can never under
stand words like these, and we shall never feel urged to ask
his question. .

A vision of God in His awful majesty and His unsullied
purity will pierce us to the heart and slay for ever all our
spiritual pride. A man once saw God on His exalted Throne,
God in His white, stainless holiness, and, at once, without
anybody urging him to do so, he cried out in agony of spirit:
'Woe is me, for I am undone ... for mine eyes have seen the
King, the Lord of Hosts' (Isaiah 6 : 1-8). Read the whole story
for yourself, for it is one of the greatest stories in the long
and rich record of spiritual experiences.

Here was a man who felt that, by reason of his personal
impurity and guilt, he was shut out from the scene of glory
on which he was gazing, shut out from the blessed fellowship
of the heavenly praise whose strains fell upon his ears; he was
utterly unfit to have communion with a God like that. It is a
great moment when a man has an experience like that. Has it
ever, in some blinding flash struck from some dark midnight,
come your way?

Such an experience inevitably leads on to self-loathing and
to brokenness of heart over sin. The light of the holiness of
God shines not merely on our outward lives, but into the
darkest and most secret corners of our hearts, and we know
now, in spite of all that the preachers of smooth things have
ever said, that the Lord Jesus Christ, who knew what was in



The Gospel Magazine 173

man, was right when He said, 'From within, out of the hearts
of men, proceed evil thougths, adulteries, fornications, thefts,
covetousness .. .' (Mark 7 : 21,22). Take down your Bible
from that shelf, shake the dust off it, and read the rest of that
black list for yourself.

That is our deepest trouble, and when we come to realise
that, we will not hesitate to believe the hardest and the most
unsparing things which the Bible has to say to us. We will
then acknowledge that, though it may be true that a man
cannot be hanged for his thoughts, it is true that he may be
damned for them!

Further, we are now convinced that our sin must be pun
ished. If God did not punish sin, the whole moral order of the
universe would be shattered to pieces. We are now in the right
frame of mind to appreciate the truth of what is written in a
little book from which we learned, perhaps, at our mother's
knee, though perhaps we did not, for we are living in degen
erate days: 'Every sin deserveth God's wrath and curse, both
in this life, and that which is to come.' That is only an echo
of the words of Paul: 'The wages of sin is death.' Sin has
toiled hard, and it deserves its wages, and these wages shall
most certainly be paid, not merely in the form of physical
death, when the body crumbles to dust, but in the more
awful death that means the separation of the soul from all
blessed communion with Him who is 'The Fountain of living
waters'.

'My Lord Cardinal,' said Anne of Austria to Richelieu,
'God does not pay at the end of every week, but at last He
pays.' We may think that in this life we have got off not so
badly, but, when our little life here is over, when the body
drops from us, and as naked spirits we must face God, what
then?

If the downward pull of sin of which you are conscious in
your life continues until your last fleeting breath, do you think
that the frail barrier of death will arrest it? Must you not
travel downwards deeper and deeper through eternal ages into
the darkness, oppressed by the awful weight of the wrath of a
holy God?

Now, the words spoken, be it remembered, by the corn·
passionate Jesus, about 'the worm that dieth not and the fire
that is not quenched' begin to take on a new meaning. Now,
we are sure of this, that the Word of God is right when it
speaks, as it most certainly does, about the dreadful 'some·
thing after death' which awaits the ungodly, who die in theit
sins.
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'What must I do to be saved, saved from the guilt of my
sin, which brings on me the wrath of God, and saved from the
power of sin, which drags me down to the pit?' That question
has now become urgent. Is there any answer to it? Blessed be
God, there is.

'What must I do?' is ever the question of the human heart.
The answer of God is 'Believe; believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.' Over against you and me in
our sin and misery stands a Person, a Person who is the
Christ of the Cross and of the Throne, and we are com
manded to trust that Person, called to that attitude of soul
towards Him which is described by Horatius BonaI' in the
words:

'Upon a life I did not live,
Upon a death I did not die.
Another's life, Another's death,
I stake my whole eternity.'

called to that attitude of soul towards Him described in the
great words of Toplady,

'Could my tears forever flow,
Could my zeal no respite know,
All for sin could not atone,
Thou must save, and Thou alone.'

The Christ of the unsulIied life cannot meet our need, for
that wondrous life, with its 'loveliness of perfect deeds', only
rebukes us and deepens our despair. It is the dying atoning
Christ whom we need, the Christ who 'bare our sins in His
own body on the tree' (I Peter 2 : 24), 'the Lamb of God which
taketh away the sin of the world' (John 1 : 29).

He kept the whole Law of God perfectly in our human
nature, He endured in His unfathomable, unknown sufferings
the penalty due to the violated Law of God, He satisfied in our
room and stead all the stern. exacting demands of the Divine
Justice. When, in all our guiltiness and foulness we cast our
selves on Him, the burden of sin drops from us. as it dropped
from Bunyan's pi'grim when he came to 'the place somewhat
ascending' where stood a Cross. Then, his glad, triumphant
song will be ours also, 'He hath given me rest by His sorrow,
and life by His death.'

Further. He who died for us now comes to live in us by
His Holy Spirit, to enable us to 'put to death the deeds of the
body' (Romans 8: 13), and to keep the commandments of
God, and thus to realise the end of our creation, which is 'to
glorify God and to enjoy Him for ever'.
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'He which hath begun a good work in you will evermore
keep putting His finishing touches to it until the day of Jesus
Christ,' as Bishop Moule renders Philippians 1 : 6. And, in
that day, which shall be a 'day of wrath' for the sinner He will
present you 'faultless before the presence of His glory with
exceed ing joy' (J ude 24).

THE FINAL PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAl TS
(continued from page 171)

charmed with the thought that if I was made righteous by
believing in Christ Jesus I should hold on my way by the
power of the Holy Spirit. That which charmed me in my boy
hood is even more attractive to me in middle life: I am happy
to preach to you a sure and everlasting salvation. I feel that
I have something to bring before you this morning which is
worthy of every sinner's eager acceptance. I have neither 'if'
nor 'but' with which to dilute the pure gospel of my message.
Here it is: 'He that believeth and is baptised shall be saved.'
r dropped a piece of ice upon the floor yesterday, and I said to
one who was in the room, 'Is not that a diamond?' 'Ah,' he
said, 'you would not leave it on the floor, I warrant you, if it
were a diamond of that size.' Now I have a diamond here
eternal life, everlasting life! Methinks you will be in haste to
take it up at once, to be saved now, to be saved in living. to
be saved in dying. to be saved in rising again, for ever and
ever, by the eternal power and infinite love of God. Is not this
worth having? Grasp at it, poor soul; thou mayest have it if
thou dost but believe in Jesus Christ, or, in other words, trust
thy soul with Him. Deposit thine eternal destiny in this divine
bank. then thou canst say. 'I know whom I have beHeved, and
Tam persuaded that He is able to keep that which Thave com
mitted to Him against that day.' The Lord bless you for
Christ's sake. Amen!
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Hallowed be
Thy Name

H. P. WOTTON
I. NAMES

'What's in a name?' The question is not asked for an answer,
but because it is often assumed that a name is not important.
But this is not so. Suppose we were to change the names of
things and people, and call a house, a car; or Nelson,
Napoleon Bonaparte. This would be so absurd that we would
not know where we were.

A person's name is essentially a part of himself. This being
so, it is a kind of sacrilege to separate him from it. A for
gotten person is brought to mind again when we are reminded
of his name, and so essential one to the other are the man
and his name, that if it were changed he would lose his
identity.

When we hear a public notice given to the effect that a
Mr. --- will speak at a certain meeting, the use of the
indefinite article indicates that he is not really known, being
just one among others who bear the same name.

It is written of our Father that 'holy and reverend is His
name' (Psalm 111 : 9), and we can know Him to be holy only
as our eyes are opened to see the nature of true holiness, that
it is very beautiful, indeed the most beautiful thing we have
ever seen. Holiness and the Father;s name are for ever
coupled together, for 'there is none holy as the Lord'. (I
Samuel 2 : 2.)

n. FAMILY NAMES.

It would be interesting to be able to look back and trace our
family name to its original owner. Many people like myself
would not be able to retrace our steps very far, for our names
are not recorded in the chronicles of the great. But every
legitimate son can be sure that he bears his father's name, for
it has come down to him from father to son throughout the
generations. Our Father in heaven has in great condescension
bestowed upon His children the family name.

It may be said, But surely we bear the Son's name, for He
is Christ, and we are called Christians. This is indeed so. But
Christ has other names. He is the everlasting Father, and the
mighty God. Every Christian is not only said to be Christian.
he is said to be godly also, signifying that he has in his
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character the feature that makes him like his Father.
Some children are like their fathers in physical features and

in ways, so much so that people who see them do not have
to be told who they are. What a great honour to be called
not only by the heavenly Father's name, but to have the
characteristic that is so pleasing in his sight-godliness, for
'the Lord hath set apart him that is godly for Himself'.
(Psalm 4 : 3.)

HI REVERENCING THE FATHER'S NAME

The Lord Jesus has great reverence for His Father's name..
Though He is the Son of God, co-equal with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, He drew near to the Father in great reverence
and godly fear; so we read of Christ, 'who in the days of His
flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications with
strong crying and tears unto Him that was able to save Him
from death, and was heard in that He feared'. (Hebrews 5 : 7.)
If Christ was heard because of His reverence and filial fear
for His Father's name, how much more are we, who are
sinners, bound to follow His example.

Jesus was more concerned for the honour of His Father's
name than He was for His own sufferings. As the time of His
passion drew near, He was appalled at the prospect, and we
read that He prayed to His Father in this manner: 'Now is
My soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save Me from
this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. Father,
glorify Thy name. Then came a voice from heaven, saying, I
have glorified it, and will glorify it again.' (John 12: 27,28.)

In the prophecy of Malachi there is a wonderful promise for
those who approach the Father with filial fear. It is in Malachi
3 : 16-18: 'Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to
another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of
remembrance was written before Him for them that feared
the Lord, and that thought upon His name. And they shall be
Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my
jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son
that serveth him. Then shall ye return, and discern between
the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God
and him that serveth Him not.'

IV. IT IS A GREAT SIN TO DENY THE FATHER'S NAME BY

MAKING A NAME FOR OURSELVES

There is an evil power behind the desire to make a name for
one's self, even though to aim to do so is commended by many.

Our fallen nature is afraid of 'losing face', which really
means losing the name that is credited as being good. This
human element was clearly seen after the flood. Perhaps in
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order to retrieve their name which had been so disastrously
lost in the waters of the flood, the descendants of those who
were saved came and dwelt in the land of Shinar, and they
said, 'Let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may
reach unto heaven; and let us make a name, lest we be scat
tered abroad upon the face of the earth'. (Genesis 11 : 4.)

They all spoke the same language, that of self-exultation,
and so, to show His anger against this evil, God confounded
their tongue and scattered abroad the people upon the face of
the earth. So they left off to build the tower, but the tower of
self-exaltation is still very prominent in the heart of fallen
humanity. But it is the business of the Lord's people to pass
sentence of demolition upon this thing that would tower above
the good that God has put into their hearts. Away then with
this tower, and let the Father's name be hallowed rather than
our own!

V. TO HALLOW THE FATHER'S NAME IS TO HONOUR

HIM AS HOLY

A dictionary definition of the verb to hallow is 'to make or
honour as holy'. Though we cannot make God holy, Who i
infinitely so, it is our duty to honour Him as holy. But how
can we do this since we are sinful in ourselves? The answer
is that we cannot without the enabling grace of God in our
hearts. Simply to say, in the words of the prayer, 'Our Father.
which art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name ... ' is not
sufficient, for the words alone are not prayer. Sincere dcsire
behind the words is prayer, and if this is not there, the words
mean nothing.

To honour the Father as the holy One we must be able to
appreciate the beauty of holiness, and realise that it is the
greatest of all the Father's attributes. His holiness means that
He cannot be anything but morally just and righteous in all
He does. If the Father were not holy we would not be able
to trust Him to do the right thing; but knowing Him to be
so, we know that there is perfect righteousness in all He doe.

We honour our Father as the holy One when we enter by
faith into the holiest by the new and living way prepared for
us. 'Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into thc
holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which
He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say_
His flesh; and having an high priest over the house of God:
let us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith.'
(Hebrews 10: 19-22.)

VI. THE FATHER'S NAME IS KNCWN BY REVELATIO

Apart from revelation we have no knowledge of God as
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Father, though natural deists may recognise that there is a
God, for the whole creation declares that to be so. Everything
around us is evidence enough to prove that behind it all there
is a Creator, the Maker of heaven and earth. The fact that
many do not see this is no proof that it is not so, but is an
indication of their own mental and spiritual blindness.

But it is clearly revealed in the New Testament that God is
the spiritual Father of all who believe in His Son, the Lord
Jesus, who came to reveal the name of the Father to His
children, and He was well qualified to do it, for He had been,
from a past eternity, in the bosom of the Father. He was the
delight of the Father's heart. Who more able, then, to reveal
to us the name of the Father, and not only the name, but the
Father's heart also?

'The Father only, glorious claim,
The Son can comprehend.'

The Father's name, however, is revealed to us in measure
so the Son in His prayer for the church, says, '0 righteous
Father, the world hath not know Thee: but T have known
Thee. and these have known that Thou hast sent Me.' (John
17: 25.) The Father is revealed to us in the Son. Jesus said
to Philip, 'He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father'. (John
]4: 9.)

VU. IT IS THE NAME OF A LOVING FATHER

The Father has a particular interest in the redemption of
His people, for it was He who chose them in Christ before the
foundation of the world. If we should ask, Why? the answer
would be that it was because He loved us. Tf we should ask
why He loves us instead of others, the answer is that we do
not know. The reason is not in ourselves, for the people of
God of themselves are no better than others w.ho are outside
of God's covenant of grace, and somerimes they are worse.

The reason why God loves His people, then, must be in
Himself, whose name is love, and who is sovereign in all His
attributes and in all His ways. All we can say is that God
loves His people because He loves them, and He loves them
so much that He has given His Son for their redemption that
He might be their Father and their God.

'Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ; according as He hath chosen us in Him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and with
out blame before Him in love: Having predestinated us unto

(continued on page 184)
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Doctrinal Definitions
PAUL TUCKER

PRAYER VI
(John 15)

Prayer is not answered unconditionally. In the New Tes
tament there are great principles which control the answering
of prayer or the refusal to answer prayer. I want to consider
some conditions which must be fulfilled if prayer is to be
answered.

1. THAT WE ASK IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS

There is no doubt about it, the Lord Jesus Christ has given
to prayer a new range and a new confidence.

1. There is a development ot this doctrine. (a) In the Old
Testament prayers I cannot find any occasion when one of the
prophets addressed God as Father.
(b) It is the Lord Jesus Christ Who develops this doctrine of
prayer and teaches His disciples that in addressing God, they
are coming to their Heavenly Father.
(c) Even in our Lord's teaching concerning prayer there is
development because when we come to His last night on
earth, prior to His crucifixion we find Him in the upper room
where He made seven references to prayer. See John 15: 16;
14: 13-14; 16: 23,24; 26,27; 15: 7. In six of them the Lord
Jesus Christ quite clearly makes His Name to be the basis of
our approach to the Throne of Grace. He brings us to this
supreme step in prayer and He says When you come to the
Throne of Grace if you really want to be heard and if you
want God to answer, then from now on you are to pray in
My Name.

2. What does it mean to pray in the Name at the Lord
Jesus Christ? Obviously it means more than simply mention
ing the Name of Jesus in our prayers; it means more than
tacking the Name of Jesus as a kind of lucky charm at the end
of a long prayer. You may not actually use the words 'in the
name of Christ', but in spirit and heart and attitude you may
have prayed in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
(a) Name is associated witH character. There is nothing in the
name as such. It is what the name represents, the pesonaLity,
the honour, and the character behind the name. The Jews
would understand our Lord's teaching because in the Old
Testament God's character is identified with His Name, e.g.
Ezekiel 36 :22-23. God's Name represents the sum total of
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what He is so when we speak of the Name of the Lord Jesus,
it represents Who and What the Lord Jesus Christ is.
(b) The Name of the Lord Jesus stands for the name of One
with Whom God is in covenant. A covenant is an arrange
ment between at least two persons, and God has entered into
an agreement and covenant with His Son the Lord Jesus
Christ. Our Lord in the upper room, when He gave all this
teaching concerning His Name, instituted the Lord's Supper
and said concerning the cup, 'This cup is the new covenant
in my blood which is shed for many for the remission of sins.'
And in Hebrews 13 that blood is spoken of as the blood of
the everlasting covenant. What does this mean? It means that
the Lord Jesus Christ promised to redeem poor sinners even
at the cost of His own blood. He did not promise the sinners
that He would redeem them, because when He made this
promise there were no sinners. The promise was made before
the foundation of the world. Therefore He entered into coven
ant with His Heavenly Father that He would redeem a lost
race and in the fulness of time He came in order to honour
that covenant. Now God made a great promise to the Lord
Jesus Christ. God's part of the covenant was this: 'Ask of Me
and I will give Thee the heathen for thine inheritance, the
uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession.' And God
covenanted to give to the Lord Jesus Christ those souls for
whom Jesus Christ died and we find in John 17 the Lord
Jesus Christ reminding God the Father of this covenant. See
verse 12. Every person who is converted is accepted by the
Father on the ground of this covenant between the Father and
the Son and to pray in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ is
to remind God the Father than He is in covenant with His
Son to receive and to bless all who are in Christ. God has
made over to Christ many precious promises. Now God has
promised you nothing apart from the Lord Jesus Christ. All
the promises of God are yea and amen in Christ, and are
doubly attested in the Person and work of Christ. Therefore
when I pray in the Name of Jesus, I pray in the Name of One
Who is in covenant with the Father and if God were to deny
me, in that I am standing in Christ, He would be denying His
Own Son, and that is quite impossible.
(c) The Name of the Lord Jesus Christ stands in this relation
for the work of Christ on our behalf. As I understand the use
of the Name of Christ in the Scripture it means not only His
character but also His work, which He has accomplished for
our salvation. Remember the Name given to Him by God?
The name 'Jesus' means 'deliverer'. There is a remarkable
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reference to the name of Jesus in Jeremiah 23 : 5. The Branch
is just another name for Jesus. We all know that when the
Lord Jesus Christ came in the flesh He wrought out by His
obedience to God's law a perfect righteousness. He offered
Himself as our Substitute upon the cross and the moment we
trusted Him, His righteousness was granted to us and set to
our account. So the Lord Jesus has stored up in Heaven on
our behalf infinite resources of righteousness, and when we
come to God in the Name of Jesus, we are telling God in effect
that we have no ground of our own upon which we can stand,
we have no merit of our own, no confidence in the flesh. The
only basis of our acceptance before God is in the Person and
work of the Lord Jesus Christ Who is the Lord our Right
eousness. To pray in the Name of Jesus is to pray anony
mously. It is for you to be out of the picture completely, and
to ask God to look upon you not in your own worthines ,
otherwise you will never be accepted. You are asking God to
look upon you in the merit and righteousness of the Lord J esu .
(d) To pray in the Name of Jesus means to say that as we
pray the Son of God is on our side. Now what is the great
ministry that the Lord Jesus Christ exercises in Heaven? Well,
it is a ministry of intercession. Romans 8: 34. The Lord
Jesus promises that if we pray in His Name He will not forget
us at the Throne of His Father, see John 14: 14. Is it not
wonderful to think that the Lord Jesus is there to plead the
interests of His people? To pray in His Name is to be linked
to His mighty intercession. The Lord Jesus endorses your
petition and you have this confidence in His Word 'If ye
shall ask the Father anything in My Name, I will do it'. But
the Lord Jesus goes even further than that in chapter
16 : 26-27. Here is the surest way of having prayers answered.
Really to love the Lord Jesus Christ. If only I could appear in
the presence of God the Father as a lover of His Son Jesus
Christ, that is the strongest certainty that J can have that my
prayer will be answered.

H. ASKING ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD

1£ we really pray in the Name of Jesus in the deeper sense,
we shall also pray in the will of God. It stands to reason that
if you pray in the nature of Jesus then you pray in the mind
of Jesus and you pray with the outlook of Jesus.

I. Our Lord never prayed outside the will of God. Remem
ber John 12. As He realised the nearness of the cross: 'Father
what shall I say? Save me from this hour? but for this cause
came I unto this hour.' I cannot pray to be delivered from this

..
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hour because I know that it is the will of God that I have come
to this hour. 'Father glorify Thy Name.' And even in the
Garden with the conflict and pressure of the devil, our Lord's
prayer was ever one of submission. 'Nevertheless not My will,
but Thine be done.' He always prayed within the scope and
circumference of the will of God. So if you and I know how to
pray in the Name of Jesus we too shall always pray in the will
of God. Our Lord brought this out in the prayer He gave to
His disciples. They were to pray 'Thy will be done on earth as
it is done in Heaven'. One of the difficult aspects of prayer is
knowing the will of God.

2. We are not to think of God's will as an unknown quan
tity, as something we cannot know. If you cannot know the
will of God then you cannot pray with confidence.

3. God's will is to be sought for by means of the scriptures.
We can be helped to know God's will be acquainting ourselves
with the Scriptures, because the knowledge of God comes to
us through His Word. And we must ever see to it as we go on
in the Christian life that our prayers are biblically based. It is
no good praying for anything that is contrary to an express
statement in the Word of God, e.g. it is no good praying for
the conversion of the devil; he will never be converted, he
will be cast into the lake of fire with the false prophet. It is
wrong to pray for the conversion of everyone in the world
because not everyone in the world is going to be converted.
The meaning of 'Church' (ecclesia) is 'a called out people'.
We can pray for the evangelisation of the world, that men
and women may hear the Gospel, that multitudes within the
world might be converted, but nowhere in the Scripture are we
told that every single individual is going to be converted.

4. You get to know the mind and will of a person by living
with that person, by acquainting yourself with that person.
And quite clearly we get to know the will of God for our
lives not only through meditating upon His Word, but through
communion with Him and fellowship with Him in prayer,
through abiding in Christ. We must live within the orbit of
God's will, the whole of our life under His control and in His
hands. We are not to use these words as a camouflage for
our unbelief. We are not to qualify every prayer with the
words 'if it be according to Thy will'. We are so to get to
know the will of God that with confidence we can pray· from
the vantage point of a knowledge of His will.

lIT. ASKING IN FAITH

We cannot approach God in prayer at all apart from faith.
'He that ~ometh to God must believe that He is, that He is
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the rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.' There is this
vital relation between prayer and faith. See James 1 : 5,6. One
of the staggering commands of the Lord Jesus is in Mark
11 : 23-24. The mountain is a metaphorical mountain, it may
be any insuperable obstacle. In Matthew He says' ... faith
as a grain of mustard seed'. It is the quality of the faith not
the quantity. If there is real life in the kernal of your faith.
if it is a spirit-begotten faith and not mere human presump
tion, if it is a genuine faith, you will say to this particular
'mountain', 'Be removed!' 'He shall have whatsoever he shall
ask.' This thought is developed in verse 24. Though God may
give you an assurance that a loved one will be converted, or
that He is going to lead you out into paths of fruitfulness in
the future, that does not mean that you can stop praying about
these things.

'Pray as if on that alone,
Hung the issue of the day,
Pray that help may be sent down,
Watch and pray.'

Such a faith is always rewarded and never finally frustrated.

HALLOWED BE THY NAME (continued trom page 179)

the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according
to the good pleasure of His will.' (Ephesians 1 : 3-5.)

The heavenly Father's love for His children is both known
and unknown. It is a height to which we cannot rise; a length
measurable only if a beginning can be found to a past
eternity and an end to a future; a breadth known only to Him
who is broad enough to be in all time and space and also
where, in infinity, there is neither time nor space. The depth
of the love of God is known only by the infinite height from
which the Father sent the Son down into this world of sin
and woe to lift us up to the place where He is.

Well may we sanctify such a Father in our hearts, and say,
'Hallowed be Thy name'.

-
...

...

•
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The Evidences of the
New Birth

FERRELL GRISWOLD

These things have I written unto you that believe on the name
of the Son of God; that ye lIlay know that ye have eternal

life . .. (I John 5 : 13)

Our Lord Jesus Christ said to icodemus, 'Marvel not that
r said unto thee, Ye must be born again. The wind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst
not tell whence it cometh and whither it goeth: so is everyone
that is born of the Spirit.' In spite of the general concensus
of today that the new birth results from something the sinner
does in co-operation with God, our Lord Jesus never told
Nicodemus how to be born again. He states three things about
the new birth, which are: first, it is absolutely necessary for
one to see the kingdom of God; second, it is the sovereign
work of the Holy Spirit, "{ho is compared to the wind which
blows where and when it will, and we cannot tell where it came
from; and third, that the new birth is mysterious. As we do
not understand the blowing of the wind so we do not under
stand the miraculous work of the Spirit in the work of re
generation.

The new birth is a supernatural work of the Spirit of God.
In it the sinner is passive, just as in the natural birth. Only
God is active in this first work in the application of grace.
Until the new birth has taken place the sinner i dead in sins
and cannot move toward God. It is important to see that this
work of the Spirit brings spiritual life which results in faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ and repentance toward God.

However, as one can see the evidences of life in those who
have been born naturally, and as one can see the evidence of
the blowing of the wind, so one can see the evidence of
spiritual life in the sinner who has been born again. John
writes in our text that the purpose of his first epistle was that
'ye may know that ye have eternal life'. Throughout this
epistle he gives certain marks and evidences of the new birth
-marks whereby we may measure ourselves to see if we have
had a genuine conversion and saving faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ. What are the marks of the new birth?
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First, there is faith in Jesus Christ. John says, 'Whosoever
believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God' (1 John 5 : 1).
The person who has been given spiritual life has seen that he
cannot save himself from the wrath of God, and that Jesus
Christ alone can save. He sees that Jesus is the Christ, the
eternal Son of God incarnate, who has come into the world to
bear our sin-debt by His death on the cross. It is impossible to \
be born of the Spirit of Christ and not believe on Him as \
Saviour. Faith sees that divine justice must be satisfied in the
punishment of sin and that a holy God cannot forgive sin
apart from the fact that Jesus Christ bore that punishment in
our place. If you deny that Jesus is the Christ you have not
been born of the Spirit. If you have been born again you have
received Christ in faith as Saviour and Lord. Your believing in
Christ Jesus is the consequence of the new birth and not the
cause of the new birth, as so many believe today. Faith in
Christ is the evidence of the new birth.

Second, freedom from sin is a mark of the new b'irth. 'Who
soever is born of God doth not commit sin. Whosoever is born
of God sinneth not' (I John 3 : 9; 5: 18). This does not mean
that when a person is born again that he is free from commit
ting acts of sin, nor that the principle of sin is destroyed
within him. We know that to deny that we commit sin is to
call God a liar. But it does mean that the born again person
cannot commit sin as a habit of life. In regeneration his whole
tenor of life is changed towards holiness. Whereas, before the
new birth the regenerate person had only one nature-one that
is corrupted and sinful-after the new birth he has two-a
new principle of life in addition to the old. This new nature
is the seed born of God and it cannot sin. Because of this new
nature the child of God cannot deliberately and wilfully live in
sin. He cannot make sin the practice of his life.

In the third place, obedience is a mark of the new birth. We
read in I John 2: 3-5, 'And hereby we do know that we know
him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him,
and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is
not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the
love of God perfected: hereby we know that we are in him.' It
is foolish to talk of love where there is an habitual disobed
ience to the authority of the one we profess to love. We make
a false profession if we profess to know and love the Lord
Jesus Christ and at the same time live in rebellion against
His laws. Where there is the work of the Spirit of God in the
new birth there is also a willingness to be in submission to
constituted authority. He breaks the spirit of rebellion with
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which we are born, and we love to walk after his will. This
does not simply mean that we will seek to obey His will as it
is revealed in the Law of Commandments, but there will be
obedience in spirit to all divinely constituted authority,
whether it be in the home, church, civil government, or per
sonal relationships.

Fourth, righteousness is another mark of the new birth. We
read in I John 2: 29, 'Everyone that doeth righteousness is
born of Him.' Every child of God has imputed to him the
righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ by faith. It is this
righteousness of the Lord Jesus that gives us a title to eternal
life. But there is also an imparted principle of righteousness
that results from the new birth wherein the person born again
is made holy. He desires and endeavours to live according to
God's will, and to do the things that are pleasing to Him. He
not only stands perfect in the righteousness of Christ, but he
seeks after righteousness in experience. J. C. Ryle said, 'No
doubt he is not perfect. None will tell you that sooner than
himself. He groans under the burden of indwelling corruption
cleaving to him. He finds an evil principle within him con
stantly warring against Grace, and trying to draw him away
from God. But he does not consent to it, though he cannot
prevent its presence. In spite of all shortcomings, the average
bent and bias of his way is holy-his doings are holy, his tastes
holy, and his habits holy.'

The fifth mark of the new birth is love. In I John 3: 14
we read, 'We know that we have passed from death unto life,
because we love the brethren'. Tt is as impossible to be born
of God's Spirit and not have love as it is to be born naturally
and not breathe. This is a very important part of the spiritual
life of the believer. This love is 'agape'. and is a level of love
that cannot be known by the unbeliever. It is love which is
not rooted in the emotions but in the worth of the object loved.
rt is that desire to bestow the very best that one has upon
the object of his affection. If you do not love the Triune God
-the Father, the Son. and the Holy Spirit, all God's people
without exception, and His Word of truth, you are a stranger
to the new birth.

The sixth mark of the new birth is an overcoming of the
world. 'Whosoever is born of God overcoml:;th the world' (l
John 5 : 4). This has reference, not to the world as a place of
physical materials, for there is no evil in matter itself, but to
the world as a system. 'A man born again, or regenerate, does
not make the world's opinion his rule of right and wrong. He
does not mind going against the stream of the world's ways,



188 The Gospel Magazine

notions and customs. 'What will men say?' is no longer a
turning-point with him. He overcomes the love of the world.
He finds no pleasure in the things which most around him call
happiness. He cannot enjoy their enjoyments: they weary him:
they appear to him vain, unprofitable, and unworthy of an
immortal being. He overcomes the fear of the world. He is
content to do many things which all around him think un
necessary, to say the least. They blame him: it does not move
him. They ridicule him: he does not give way. He loves the
praise of God more than the praise of men. He fears offending
Him more than giving offence to man. He has counted the
cost. It is a small thing with him now whether he is blamed or ...
praised. He is no longer the servant of fashion and custom.
To please the world is quite a secondary consideration with
him. His first aim is to please God.' J. C. Ryle.

A seventh mark, but by no means the fast which John treats,
of the new birth is a consciousness of sin. 'If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and
his word is not in us.' (I John 1 : 8, 10.) We have already
noted that the born again believer loves righteousness, and
does not make a habit of sin in his practice, but he does not
deny indwelling corruption and the fact that he sins. As a
matter of fact, it is only as we are made spiritually alive by
the Spirit that we are able to feel the real burden of sin. The
more we walk in the light of Christ's truth and seek to be like
Him the more conscious we are of sin in us. Therefore, the
born again person groans under the burden of sin and desires
to be completely and totally delivered from its dominion, and
to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.

These are only a few of the marks of the new birth, but
enough for you to examine yourself to see whether you are ...
in the faith. 1 ask you, Do you have these marks? Are you
born again? Have you come to Jesus Christ as a guilty sinner
for salvation?

Do anything rather than sin. Oh, hate sin! There is more
evil in the least sin than in the greatest bodily evils that call
befall us. The ermine rather chooses to die than defile her
beautiful skin. There is more evil in a drop of sin than in a
sea of affliction.-THOMAS WATSON.
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Hymns for
Evangelical Churches

Many Evangelical churches have long felt the need of a new
hymn book large enough to meet all the demands of church
life and specifically evangelical in character. Such a book is
to be published towards the end of the year by the Evangelical
Movement of Wales. Compiled, after much research and
labour, by two ministers actively involved in church life in
England and Wales, the book will contain 900 hymns.

The editors, the Rev. Graham Harrison of Newport and
the Rev. Paul Cook of Shepshed, have drawn the hymns from
many sources so that many favourite hymns of Evangelicals
now scattered in various books will be brought together in
one book. The collection includes a number of new hymns by
living authors and some new translations from the Welsh of
hymns never before published in English.

The tune book, which will be published at the same time as
the words edition, retains as far as possible tunes familiar to
congregations whilst introducing additional tunes which have
become popular in recent years as well as some excellent
tunes from Welsh sources not widely known outside Wales.

No effort has been spared to achieve the highest standards
of excellence both in the words and music editions and it is
confidently expected that the book will make a lasting con
tribution to the hymnology of the English-speaking world. The
non-sectarian character of the book will commend it to
Christians of all denominations and. help to promote Evan
gelical unity.

One section of the book which will be of particular interest
is devoted to the revival and restoration of the Church. It is
the desire of the publishers that the book will contribute to
the spiritual quickening of our churches. The editors have
sought throughout not only to include hymns of worship which
warmly and faithfully express the truth of the biblical revela
tion, but also to introduce hymns of a deeply experimental
character and to exclude as far as possible the sentimental
element which has marred so many hymn books in the last
100 years. They have kept before them the principle that
hymns must always be an expression of spiritual life.

(continued on page 192)
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Book Reviews
A BASKET OF FRAGMENTS. Robert Murray McCheyne.

Christian Focus Publications. 194pp. £2.00.
The sermons of McCheyne cannot be praised too highly.

He made it a rule to preach to his people only that which the
Lord had first of all applied to his own heart. The result was
that he preached with tremendous unction and though he died
in his 30th year he left an indelible impression upon the life,
not only of his own people, but far beyond the bound of hi
native heath.

This volume contains 37 sermons which were compiled
from notes taken down by some of his hearers and whilst they
are, of necessity, really outlines of the original sermons, they
retain much of their spiritual power.

A short selection of McCheyne's hymns is also included and
the whole is very attractively bound and presented. We
heartily commend this volume to our readers. Those who are
concerned for the spread of reformed literature would do well
to buy two copies-one to read and keep for themselves and
the other to give away with the prayer that the blessing that
accompanied the preaching of the Word through McCheyne
will rest upon his printed works.

ROBERT RODGERS.

TRIUMPH OF TRUTH. Peter Trumper. 87pp. 7Sp.
THE IMPORTANCE, DOCIRINES AND LESSONS OF

THE REFORMATION. W. J. Grier. 12pp. Sp. The Pro-
testant Truth Society. .

With regard to the former of these two publications the
reviewer has very mixed feelings. On the 'one hand, the book
is vigorously written, has a modern, racy style which would
commend it especially to young people and contains much
that is interesting and instructive.

On the other hand, however, there are blemishes which
prevent our wholehearted endorsement of the book. For one
thing, there is a basic lack of cohesion. Broadly speaking, the
eight chapters cover various aspects of the gospel history from
the crucifixion to the believer's glorification in heaven but it is
extremely difficult to identify the overall aim of the author.

Again, in certain places the language lacks precision and
this results in some quite remarkable statements. Take, for
example, the passage in p. 14 where the Old Testament writers

-
..



The Gospel Magazine 191

r

are described: 'As men, few of them are likely to impress the
modern intelligentzia ... ' Does this mean that all God's
children are educationally sub-normal? Another example may
be taken from p. 62. Of the Second Coming of the Lord and
subsequent events we read, 'Part of the shock received on that
occasion will be the realisation that the Being of God is almost
totally different in character from the teaching presented by
those claiming to be His servants'. Does Mc. Trumper really
mean to say that no preacher presents a biblical doctrine of
God?

It is a pity that Revelation and Inspiration are not as
clearly distinguished the one from the other as they might have
been (pp. 9 and 10); we wonder what the author means when
he writes in terms of the modification of the Law and would
question his application of Scripture in a number of places
e.g. Ephesians 1 : 6 (p. 27) and Philippians 2 : 8 (p. 30). The
author makes an historical slip when he tells us (p. 76) that, as
a result of the crucifixion and rending of the Temple veil, the
ord inary Jews, for the first time in their history 'were being
allowed a glimpse of the Ark of the Covenant'. There was no
Ark in the second Temple, many scholars being of the opinion
that it was destroyed during the destruction of Jerusalem (587
RC.) by the Babylonians.

It is in the area of doctrine, however, that we have our
most serious misgivings about this book. The author takes the
view that the disciples were unregenerate until Pentecost
(p. 38) and pictures the effects of their enduement with the
Holy Spirit as so radical that even their temperaments were
changed (p. 29). Does this mean that whilst the weak Peter
became strong and Thomas ceased to doubt and John ceased
to dream that Matthew became impractical? (Cf. p. 29.)

These points may, however, be regard~d as fairly minor in
comparison with others which are totally unacceptable. These
include the strange notion that in heaven a distinction will
exist between the Christian faithful and the Christian faith
less! (p. 69.) 'Not all the elect hear the words of commenda
tion ... many must remain disappointed. They were luke
warm in their allegiance to the King. They compromised the
divine revelation. His Word was neglected and His warnings
unheeded. (p. 69.) The faithful are the 'overcomers' and the
faithless are the 'non-overcomers'. The former sit with the
King on His Throne and are kings and priests. The non
overcomers merely stand before the Throne and are priests
only. (p. 70.) We wonder if Mr. Trumper believes in a partial
rapture but, be that as it may, in speaking of faithless non-
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overcomers etc. he is certainly not describing the elect of God!
The only other doctrine that we will take time to mention

is found on p. 63. It can only be described as 'hereditary
salvation!' 'Babies with one or two regenerated parents will
experience eternal separation from those whose parents were
Christ-less.' So writes Mr. Trumper, but if ever there was a
mischievous doctrine devoid of biblical foundation, this is it.

In view of the fore-going we can scarcely recommend this
book.

The pamphlet by Mr. Grier records an address delivered in
London on Reformation Day, 1975. A good deal of informa
tion is packed into a relatively short space and provides a
trustworthy introduction to the history of the Reformation.

R.R.

LIVING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 99pp. The Westminster
Conference Papers. (Available-plus pos~age-from Rev.

D. Bugden, 75 High Street, Warboys, Huntingdon, Cambs.
PEl7 2TA.)

These are the papers read at the 1974 conference. They are
clearly not concerned with a merely historical survey but
with promoting godliness. We have a survey of Luther and
Calvin on the place of law. We move through the English
reformers and William Perkins to the controversies of the
seventeenth century. There is a fine survey by Dr. Lloyd-Jones
of the varieties of perfectionist teaching which culminated in
the Keswick movement. Readers will be interested to notice
that Dr. Lloyd-Jones considers that the distinctive Keswick
message has virtually disappeared and that with very few
exceptions the men who preach at Keswick no longer main
tain the old approach.

By way of variation there is a paper which will delight
lovers of Isaac Watts' hymns. The Rev. Paul Cook, who is
obviously one of that group (as is also the editor!) rightly
describes Watts as the father of English hymnody.

H.M.C.

HYMNS FOR EVANGELICAL CHURCHES
(continued from page 189)

In producing the book the Evangelical Movement of Wales
are seeking to achieve a book of good clear type whilst keep
ing the price reasonable. Readers wanting to be kept informed
of further developments are invited to write to the Evangelical
Movement of Wales, Bryntirion, Bridgend, Glamorgan.




