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Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children
of God.

We know that there is a great deal of false peace around; that
ecumenists seem to strive for peace at any price, that they ignore the
order established in Scripture: 'first pure, then peaceable'.

But we must watch that, in guarding against false peace, we neglect
to cherish the peace which God can give. That this would be to dis
honour God is clear from the fact that God has taken to Himself the
title 'the God of peace'.

It was not He who opened the breach between Himself and His
creatures, but it was He who took the initiative in seeking to heal that
breach. He promised to send One whose name would be 'the prince of
Peace'. When He came, God published peace in His name (Acts
10 : 36). And it was as the God of peace that God set the seal of His
acceptance on the atoning work of Christ when He raised Him from the
dead (Heb. 13 : 20).

God has done all this for peace: what are we doing about it? At the
end of his second epistle to the Corinthians Paul writes: 'Finally
brethren ... be of one mind, live in peace'. He is not superficially
plastering over the cracks in the unity of the Corinthian church. He
has exposed the situation at the beginning of his first epistle: 'there are
contentions among you'. What he is saying is that believers have a duty
to face the situation and to do something about it.

In connection with this, it is important to note the words preceding
the command to live in peace. They are, 'be of good comfort'; and if
individuals lived more in the comfort of the gospel themselves, would
they not be less belligerent and more likely to live in peace with others?
It is also striking that, after stating the duty to live in peace, the Apostle
gives the assurance, 'and the God of love and peace shall be with you'.
So if we do not honour Him by living in peace, we cannot expect the
presence of the God of peace. And if we do not have the presence of
the God of peace, what do we have?

Pray that Jerusalem may have
peace and felicity:

Let them that love thee and thy peace
have still prosperity. (Ps. 122 : 6)



I. THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
TO THE NATION OF ISRAEL

I want us to notice something of the relationship of the Kingdom of
God to Israel and to the church. Nowhere does the Bible expressly
tell us what the actual relationship of the Kingdom is, either to Israel
or to the church. We have to do our defining of these relationships by
inference.

1. Tn the Old Testament era the Kingdom of God was manifested
through the nation of Tsrael. The nation began with an individual
-Abraham-and God promised that man that through him and
through his seed all the families of the earth should be blessed; Gen.
12 : 3. The sovereign rule of God throughout the O.T. era was
expressed through the life and nation of Israel. See Exodus 19 : 5, 6.
God entered into covenant at Sinai with Israel. The Lord did not
choose Israel as an end in itself, but for a special purpose: that through
them, the light of the knowledge of the true God might be disseminated
and diffused to the nations around. And as we know from the O.T., if
the Gentiles were to be blessed, they had to embrace the God of Israel
and come into the sphere and the realm of the Kingdom as manifested
through this particular nation. Later on, Israel ceased to be a theocracy
and became a monarchy, though the monarch was still subservient to
the authority and the rule of God. The greatest king of Israel was
David. God made a great promise to David; 1 Chron. 17: 11-14. It is
clearly taught there that the Kingdom of God is associated with the
nation of Israel and with the throne of David.

In the N.T. the Lord Jesus recognised that the Jewish nation had
been the manifestation on earth of God's rule, of God's kingdom. In
Matt. 8 : 12, referring to Jews, Jesus spoke of them as 'The children of
the Kingdom'. They were not believers; in fact they rejected the person
and the ministry of the Lord Jesus. Yet the Lord Jesus expressly refers
to them as 'sons of the Kingdom'. Why does He refer to them in this
way? Because the Kingdom was manifested through this nation that
God had chosen.
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Similarly, Paul writes of the Jews of his day, in Rom. 9: 4, 'Who
are Israelites, to whom pertaineth the adoption'. Remember the
message God gave to Moses when he went to Pharaoh; Ex. 4 : 22,23.
Paul is speaking in Rom. 9 : 2 of unbelievers; 'I have great heaviness
and continual sorrow in my heart'. In chapter 10 he says 'My heart's
desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they might be saved'. They
were not saved, yet they had great and lofty privileges as a nation. To
them belonged the glory. God had manifested His glory to Israel on
Mount Sinai, in the tabernacle, and in the temple. There had been a
unique unveiling of the nature of God to this people, to whom belonged
the covenants. To them belonged the giving of the law. They were the
custodians of divine truth and the service of God. This was a people
being trained and educated and shown how it was possible for men to
enter into fellowship and communion with the holy and living God. To
them promises had been given concerning Christ; verse 5. Not every
Jew was 'born again', but because the nation had been chosen in this
special way by God, the whole nation was in some sense a manifesta
tion of the rule of God and the Kingdom of God upon earth.

2. When the Lord Jesus Christ came, He offered the Kingdom first
to Israel. John the Baptist was the herald of the King, Mark 1 : 3. He
was to prepare the Jewish nation to receive their Messiah. He called
them to repentance, to reformation and to a renouncing of their sins as
they were baptised in Jordan. He called them to prepare, as a people
and as a nation, for the coming of the King; Matt. 3 : 2, 'Repent ye,
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand'.

When John was put in prison, Jesus took up the same message,
Mark 1 : 14, 15. He took this message first and foremost to His own
people, the Jewish nation. At His birth He was referred to as 'Great
David's Greater Son'; as the One who was to sit upon the throne of
David. The angel Gabriel told Mary in Luke 1 : 31, 'The Lord God
shall give unto Him the throne of His father David: and He shall reign
over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His Kingdom there shall be
no end'. The Lord Jesus came as the great descendant of David after
the flesh; as David's Lord as to His Eternal Sonship. He came to take
the throne and went first to the people of His own nation; John 1 : 11.
He commissioned His twelve to take the message of the Kingdom, but
they were to restrict that message to the house of Israel; Matt. 10 : 5,6.
He offered the Kingdom to the nation, but the people were not
prepared to receive Him.

That was His great complaint in Matt. 11 : 16. John came with the
austere message, talking about the axe laid at the root of the trees
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(Matt. 3 : 10). He came as a man who was very restrained in his habit,
a disciplined man, neither eating nor drinking, but the Jews would not
hear him; Matt. 11 : 18. Jesus came with the joyful message of the
Kingdom of God, eating with all sorts and mingling with all classes.
The Jews would not hear Him, verse 19. They would not accept the
claim either of John or of the Lord Jesus Christ. They had a wrong
conception of what the Messiah would be like when He came. They
were looking for a great reactionary, a great political leader, a great
deliverer. After Jesus had fed the five thousand, they wanted to take
Him by force and make Him their King; John 6 : 14, 15. Apparently
they had looked at the passages in the O.T. that speak of the glorious
reign of the Messiah, but they had overlooked the other passages that
spoke of the Messiah as the suffering servant. When He came in lowly
guise, even though Zechariah had prophesied it (Zech. 9 : 9), somehow
they were blinded. They would have made Him King if He would have
given them food and if He would have delivered them from the oppres
sor. But when He told them that His Kingdom was not of this world;
when He told them not to labour for the bread that perisheth, but for
that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, they said, 'this is a
hard saying', and many turned back. Our Lord told them in the week
of His Passion that parable of the wicked husbandmen who said of the
son, 'This is the heir, come let us kill him'. Our Lord applied that
parable to the Jewish leaders in Matt. 21 : 43. He offered the Kingdom,
with its spiritual significance, to the Jews of His day. He showed them
that the Kingdom had come in an altogether new and unexpected
manner; Matt. 12: 28 and Luke 17: 20,21. They did not see it; they
failed to realise it. The Lord Jesus came and offered that Kingdom to
Israel, but the nation as a whole rejected it.

n. THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE KINGDOM TO
THE 'CHURCH'

In this present age the Kingdom has passed from Israel as a nation to
the church of Jesus Christ. See Ex. 19: 5, and turn to 1 Pet. 2 : 9, 10.
Peter lifts those words from Ex. 19 and he applies them expressly and
directly to the church of the N.T. These verses show us that God
created a new nation, and that nation was the church, under the form
that we know the church in this present dispensation. Here you will
notice a difference. In the O.T. the visible nation was a manifestation
of the Kingdom of God although it was composed of converted and
unconverted Jews. The whole nation, imperfectly perhaps, was the



vehicle for expressing the rule of God in the world. In the N.T. we find
.a new nation, what Peter calls a holy nation, made up of redeemed and
regenerate people. So that in this age, the Kingdom of God is mani
fested through the church, made up of men and women who are called
out of darkness into His marvellous light, who have been transplanted
out of the kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom of God's dear Son.
In this age, the Kingdom of God is manifested through a new nation
and that new nation is the churcli

As a whole, the nation of Israel rejected the Kingdom as offered by
John and Jesus, but not all did so. There were those Hebrews who did
recognise Jesus as their Messiah and who, after the Lord had taught
them, began to realise, slowly but surely, that the Kingdom was not a
material Kingdom but a spiritual Kingdom. See Matt. 16: 15, 'Whom
do ye say that I am?' Simon Peter (verse 16) answered, 'Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the Living God'. The Lord Jesus congratulated Peter
and said that that knowledge had not come to him through natural
reasoning but by Divine revelation; verse 17. 'Upon this rock (the truth
of Messiahship) I will build My church, and the gates of Hell shall not
prevail against it.' This church is related to the Kingdom, for in the
next verse, having spoken of the church, he talks of the Kingdom;
verse 19.

In order to appreciate what 'the keys of the Kingdom' means we
must turn to Luke 11 : 52. The great indictment He brings against
these scribes is that they had taken away the key of knowledge. What
was the key of knowledge? They were men in authority, sitting in
Moses' seat. They had access to the a.T. Scriptures and the key of
knowledge was a right understanding and interpretation of the a.T.
Scriptures. A correct understanding and interpretation of the a.T.
Scriptures would unlock the door and would show that Jesus Christ is
the fulfilment of prophecy concerning the Messiah. If they had used
the key that God had given them properly, and had not made the Word
of God void and vain by their own tradition, their study of the a.T.
would have led them to Christ. See John 5 : 39, 40.

The 'keys' are now transferred to Peter and to the disciples. Given
to Peter because someone had to handle them first of all, someone had
to be the first to open the door. The purpose of a key is to open or
close a door, 'Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth' is closing; 'and
whatsoever thou shalt loose' is opening. Authority was vested in Peter
and in the rest of the disciples. See Matt. 18: 17-20. Almost the same
words are applied to the whole church concerning church discipline.

This is not exclusively for Peter. It is applied to the whole church.
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Here are two aspects of the Kingdom of God through the church:
(a) Moral Authority. Peter has the keys, and on the Day of Pentecost

he uses one of them and opens the door of the faith to about three
thousand Jews who listen to his preaching. 'Men and brethren, what 1

1
'

shall we do?' Peter uses the key and he says that, as you have crucified '
your Messiah and God has raised Him, you are to repent and be
baptised; Acts 2 : 38. The door of faith was opened and they came into ~

the church, into the Kingdom of God. See Acts 10 : 34. Peter uses the "
second key and opens the door of faith to the Gentiles. This moral
authority had been given to the humblest believer, the humblest
preacher who could tell people that if they did not repent and believe
the gospel, then their sins remained upon them. They were bound, and
that message was ratified by heaven; Matt. 18 : 18.

(b) Spiritual power in prayer. The church that is in touch with Goel
ought to be able to open heaven to receive blessing; ought to be a
restraining influence where evil and lawlessness are concerned in the
world.

ROYAL SAILORS' RESTS
The Royal Sailors' Rests is a charitable trust that has for its object
the advancement of the Christian faith (based upon the Bible as the
Word of God) amongst the non-commissioned ratings of the Royal
Navy.

The mission work is based upon a 250-room residential hostel
in Devonport, and club/recreational centres located on R,N.
married estates at St. Budeaux and Rowner, and at strategic sites
close to Naval establishments at Rosyth, Portland, Portsmouth,
Yeovilton and Faslane.

The work is constantly being reviewed and revised to identify
with the modern Navy, and depends for expansion very largely upon
voluntary contributions. YOUR GIFTS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED,

H.Q. SOUTH STREET. GOSPORT, HANTS. P012 lEN
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The True Church
J. C. RYLE

This sermon was preached by Bishop Ryle at Weston-super-Mare
in August, 1858.

Upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it. (Matt. 16 : 18)

We live in a world in which all things are passing away. Kingdoms,
empires, cities, ancient institutions, families, all are liable to change
and corruption. One universal law seems to prevail everywhere. In all
created things there is a tendency to decay.

There is something saddening and depressing in this. What profit has
a man in the labour of his hands? Is there nothing that shall stand? Is
there nothing that shall last? Is there nothing that shall endure? Is
there nothing of which we can say-This shall continue for evermore?
You have the answer to these questions in the words of our text. Our
Lord Jesus Christ speaks of something which shall continue, and not
pass away. That thing is the building founded upon the rock-the
Church of our Lord Jesus Christ. He declares, in the words you have
heard tonight: 'Upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it'.

There are five things in these words which demand your attention:
1. You have a building; 'My Church'.
2. A Builder; Christ says, 'I will build My Church'.
3. A Foundation; 'Upon this rock I will build My Church'.
4. Perils Implied; 'The gates of hell'.
5. Security Asserted; 'The gates of hell shall not prevail against

it'.

May God bless the words that shall be spoken. May we all search
our own hearts tonight, and know whether or not we belong to this one
Church. May we all go home to reflect and to pray!

A BUILDING

You have, firstly, a Building mentioned in the text. The Lord Jesus
Christ speaks of 'My Church'.

Now what is this Church? Few enquiries can be made of more
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importance than this. For want of due attention to this subject, the
errors that have crept into the Church, and into the world, are neither
few nor small.

The Church of our text is no material building. It is no temple made
with hands, of wood, or brick, or stone, or marble. It is a company of
men and women. It is no particular visible Church on earth. It is not
the Eastern Church or the Western Church. It is not the Church of
England, or the Church of Scotland; much less is it the Church of
Rome. The Church of our text is one that makes far less show in the
eyes of man, but is of far more importance in the eyes of God.

The Church of our text is made up of all true believers in the Lord
Jesus Christ. It comprehends all who have repented of sin, and fled to
Christ by faith, and been made new creatures in Him. It comprises all
God's elect, all who have received God's grace, all who have been
washed in Christ's blood, all who have been clothed in Christ's
righteousness, all who have been born again and sanctified by Christ's
Spirit. All such, of every nation, and people, and tongue, compose the
Church of our text. This is the body of Christ. This is the bride. This
is the Lamb's wife. This is 'the Holy Catholic Church' of the Apostles'
Creed. This is the Church on the rock.

The members of this Church do not all worship God in the same
way, or use the same form of government, but they all worship with
one heart. They are allIed by one Spirit. They are all really and truly
holy. They can all say 'Alleluia' and they can all reply 'Amen'.

This is that Church to which all visible Churches on earth are
servants and handmaidens. Whether they are Episcopalian, Independent
or Presbyterian, they all serve the interests of the one true Church.
They are the scaffolding, behind which the great building is carried on.
They are the husk, under which the living kernel grows. They have
their various degrees of usefulness. The best and worthiest of them is
that which trains up most members for Christ's true Church. But no
visible Church has any right to say, 'We are the only true Church. We
are the men, and wisdom shall die with us'. No visible Church should
ever dare to say, 'We shall stand for ever. The gates of hell shall not
prevail against us'.

This is the Church to which belong the Lord's promises of preserva
tion, continuance, protection, and final glory. Small and despised as
the true Church may be in this world, it is precious and honourable in
the sight of God. The temple of Solomon in all its glory was mean and
contemptible in comparison with this Church which is built upon
a rock.



Men and brethren, see that you hold sound doctine upon the subject
of 'the Church'. A mistake here may lead on to dangerous and soul
ruining errors. The Church which is made up of true believers, is the
Church for which we, who are ministers, are specially ordained to
preach. The Church which comprises all who repent and believe the
Gospel, is the Church to which we desire you to belong. Our work is
not done, and our hearts are not satisfied, until you are made new
creatures, and are members of the one true Church. Outside of this
Church there can be no salvation.
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A BUILDER

I pass on to the second point, to which I propose to call your atten
tion. Our text contains not merely a building, but a Builder. The Lord
Jesus Christ declares, 'I will build my Church'.

The true Church of Christ is tenderly cared for by all the three
persons of the blessed Trinity. In the economy of redemption, beyond
all doubt, God the Father chooses, and God the Holy Ghost sanctifies,
every member of Christ's mystical body. God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Ghost, three Persons and one God, co-operate for
the salvation of every saved soul. This is truth, which ought never to
be forgotten. Nevertheless, there is a peculiar sense in which the help
of the Church is laid on the Lord Jesus Christ. He is peculiarly and
pre-eminently the Redeemer and the Saviour. Therefore it is that we
find Him saying in our text, 'I will build: the work of building is my
special work'.

It is Christ who calls the members of the Church in due time. They
are 'the called of Jesus Christ' (Rom. 1 : 6). It is Christ who quickens
them. 'The Son quickeneth whom He will' (John 5 : 21). It is Christ
who washes away their sins. He 'has loved us and washed us from our
sins in His own blood' (Rev. 1 : 5). It is Christ who gives them peace.
'Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you' (John 14: 27). It is
Christ who gives them eternal life. 'I give unto them eternal life, and
they shall never perish' (John 10: 28). It is Christ who grants them
repentance. 'Him hath God exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour to give
repentance' (Acts 5 : 31). It is Christ who enables them to become
God's children. 'To as many as received Him, to them gave He power
to become the sons of God' (John 1 : 12). It is Christ who carries on
the work within them when it is begun. 'Because I live, ye shall live
also'(John 14: 19). In short, it has 'pleased the Father that in Christ
should all fulness dwell' (Col. 1 : 19). He is the author and finisher of
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faith. From Him every joint and member of the mystical body of
Christians is supplied. Through Him they are strengthened for duty.
By Him they are kept from falling. He shall preserve them to the end,
and present them faultless before the Father's throne with exceeding
great joy.

The mighty agent by whom the Lord Jesus Christ carries out this
work in the number of His Churches is, without doubt, the Holy Ghost.
He it is who applies Christ and His benefits to the soul. He it is who
is ever renewing, awakening, convincing, leading to the cross, trans
forming, taking out of the world, stone after stone, and adding it to the
mystical building.

But the great Chief Builder, who has undertaken to execute the
work of redemption and bring it to completion, is the Son of God: the
Word who was made flesh. It is Jesus Christ who 'builds'.

Great is the wisdom wherewith the Lord Jesus Christ builds His
Church. Sometimes He chooses great stones, and sometimes He
chooses small stones. Sometimes the work goes on fast, and sometimes
it goes on slowly. Man is frequently impatient, and thinks that nothing
is doing. But man's time is not God's time. A thousand years in His
sight are but as a single day. The great Builder makes no mistakes.
The mightiest conceptions of architects, like Michael Angelo and
Wren, are mere trifling child's play in comparison with Christ's wise
counsels respecting His Church.

Great is the condescension and mercy which Christ exhibits in
building His Church. He often chooses the most unlikely and roughest
stones, and fits them into a most excellent work. He despises none, and
rejects none, on account of former sins and past transgressions. He
delights to show mercy. He often takes the most thoughtless and
ungodly, and transforms them into polished corners of His spiritual
temple.

Great is the power which Christ displays in building His Church. He
carries on His work in spite of opposition from the world, the flesh,
and the devil. In storm, in tempest, through troublous times, silently,
quietly, without noise, without stir, without excitement, the building
progresses, like Solomon's temple. 'I will work,' He declares, 'and none
shall let it.'

Brethren, the children of this world take little or no interest in the
building of this Church. They care little for the conversion of souls.
What are broken spirits and penitent hearts to them? It is all foolish
ness in their eyes. But while the children of this world care nothing,



The Gospel Magazine 155

there is joy in the presence of the angels of God. For the preserving
of that Church the laws of nature have oftentimes been suspended. For
the good of that Church, all the providential dealings of God in this
world are ordered and arranged. For the elect's sake, wars are brought
to an end, and peace is given to a nation. Statesmen, rulers, emperors,
kings, presidents, heads of governments, have their schemes and plans,
and think them of vast importance. But there is another work going on
of infinitely greater moment, for which they are all but as the axes and
saws in God's hands. That work is the gathering in of living stones into
the one true Church. How little are we told in God's Word about
unconverted men compared with what we are told about believers!
The history of Nimrod, the mighty hunter, is dismissed in a few words.
The history of Abraham, the father of the faithful, occupies several
chapters. Nothing in Scripture is so important as the concerns of the
true Church. The world takes up little of God's Word. The Church
takes up much.

For ever let us thank God, my beloved brethren, that the building of
the one true Church is laid on the shoulders of One that is mighty. Let
us bless God that it does not rest upon man. Let us bless God that it
does not depend on ministers, missionaries or committees. Christ is
the almighty Builder. He will carry on His work, though nations and
visible Churches do not know their duty. Christ will never fail. That
which He hath undertaken He will certainly accomplish.

A FOUNDATION

I pass on to the third point, which I propose to consider-the
Foundation upon which this Church is built. The Lord Jesus Christ
tells us, 'Upon this Rock will I build my Church'.

What did the Lord Jesus Christ mean when He spoke of this founda
tion? Did He mean the Apostle Peter, to whom He was speaking?
I think assuredly not. I can see no reason, if He meant Peter, why He
did not say, 'Upon thee' will I build my Church. If He had meant
Peter, He would have said, I will build my Church on thee, as plainly
as He said, 'to thee will I give the keys'. No! it was not the person of
the Apostle Peter, but the good confession which the Apostle had just
made. It was not Peter, the erring, unstable man, but the mighty truth
which the Father had revealed to Peter. It was the truth concerning
Jesus Christ Himself which was the Rock. It Was Christ's Mediatorship,
and Christ's Messiahship. It was the blessed truth that Jesus was the
promised Saviour, the true Surety, the real Intercessor between God
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and man. This was the rock, and this the foundation upon which the
Church of Christ was to be built.

My brethren, this foundation was laid at a mighty cost. It needed
that the Son of God should take our nature upon Him, and in that
nature live, suffer, and die; not for His own sins, but for ours. It
needed that in that nature Christ should go to the grave, and rise again.
It needed that in that nature Christ should go up to heaven, and sit at
the right hand of God, having obtained eternal redemption for all His
people. No other foundation could have borne the weight of that
Church of which our text speaks.

To this one foundation every member of Christ's true Church is
joined. In many things believers do not agree. In the matter of their
soul's foundation they are all of one mind. They are all built on the
rock.

Here is the point which demands our personal attention. Are we
upon the rock? Are we really joined to the one foundation? Look to
your foundation my beloved brethren, if you would know whether
or not you are members of the one true Church. It is a point that may
be known to yourselves. Your public worship we can see, but we
cannot see whether you are personally built upon the rock. Your
attendance at the Lord's table we can see, but we cannot see whether
you are joined to Christ, and one with Christ, and Christ in you. But all
shall come to light one day. The secrets of all hearts shall be exposed.
See that you make no mistake about your own personal salvation. See
that your own soul is on the rock. Without this all else is nothing.
Without this you will never stand in the day of judgment. Better a
thousand times in that day to be found in a cottage upon the rock, than
in a palace upon the sand!

PERILS IMPLIED

I proceed in the fourth place to speak of the implied trials of the
Church, to which our text refers. There is mention made of 'the gates
of hell'. By that expression we are meant to understand the power of
the devil.

The history of Christ's true Church has always been one of conflict
and war. It has been constantly assailed by a deadly enemy, Satan, the
prince of this world. The devil hates the true Church of Christ with an
undying hatred. He is ever stirring up opposition against all its
members. If he cannot bruise the head, he will bruise the heel. If he
cannot rob believers of heaven, he will vex them by the way.
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Warfare with the powers of hell is the experience of every individual
member of the true Church. Each has to fight. What are the lives of all
the saints but records of battles? What were such men as Paul, and
James, and Peter, and John, and Polycarp, and Ignatius, and Augus
tine, and Luther, and Calvin, and Latimer, and Baxter, but soldiers
engaged in a constant warfare? Sometimes their persons have been
assailed, and sometimes their property. Sometimes they have been
harassed by calumnies and slanders, and sometimes by open persecu
tion. The gates of hell have been continually assaulting the people of
Christ.

Men and brethren, we who preach the Gospel can hold out to all
who come to Christ exceeding great and precious promises. We can
offer boldly to you in our Master's name, the peace of God which
passeth all understanding. But we promise you no peace with the
world, or the devil. We warn you, on the contrary, that there must be
warfare, so long as you are in the body. We would not keep you back,
or deter you from Christ's service. But we would have you 'count the
cost', and fully understand what Christ's service entails. Hell is behind
you, Heaven is before you. Home lies on the other side of a troubled
sea. Thousands, tens of thousands have crossed these stormy waters,
and in spite of all opposition, have reached the haven where they would
be. Hell has assailed them but has not prevailed. Go forward, beloved
brethren, and fear not the adversary. Only abide in Christ, and the
victory is sure.

Be patient under the enmity of the gates of hell. It is all working
together for your good. It tends to sanctify. It keeps you awake. It
makes you humble. It drives you nearer to the Lord Jesus Christ.
Above all, it makes you long for heaven and say with heart as well as
lips, 'Come Lord Jesus'.

Be not cast down by the enmity of hell. The warfare of the true
child of God is as much a mark of grace as the inward peace which
he enjoys. No cross, no crown! No conflict, no saving Christianity!
'Blessed are ye,' said our Lord, 'when men shall revile you, and perse
cute you, and say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake.'

SECURITY ASSERTED

There remains one thing more to be considered: the security of the
true Church of Christ. There is a glorious promise given by the mighty
Builder: 'The gates of hell shall not prevail against it'. He who cannot
lie has pledged His royal word, that all the powers of hell shall never
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overthrow His Church. It shall continue, and stand, in spite of every
assault. It shall never be overcome. All other created things perish and
pass away, but not the Church of Christ.

Empires have risen and fallen in rapid succession. Egypt, Assyria,
Babylon, Persia, Tyre, Carthage, Rome, Greece, Venice-where are all
these now? They were all the creation of man's hand, and have passed
away. But the Church of Christ lives on.

The earliest visible Churches have in many cases decayed and
perished. Where is the Church of Ephesus and the Church of Antioch?
Where is the Church of Alexandria and the Church of Constantinople?
Where, indeed, are they all? They all departed from the Word of God.
They were proud of their bishops, and synods, and ceremonies, and
learning, and antiquity. They did not glory in the true cross of Christ.
They did not hold fast the Gospel. They did not give Jesus His rightful
office, or faith its rightful place. They are now among the things that
have been. Their candlestick has been taken away. But all this time
the true Church has lived on. Christ will never be without a true wit
ness in the world. He has a people in the worst of times. He had seven
thousand in Israel even in the days of Ahab. There are now, I believe,
some in the dark places of the Roman and Greek Churches who, in
spite of much weakness, are serving Christ. The Church may in some
countries be brought exceedingly low. But the gates of hell shall never
entirely prevail.

The promise of our text is true of every individual member of the
Church. Some of God's people have fallen sadly, as David and Peter
did. Some have departed from the faith for a time, like Cranmer and
Jewell. Many have been tried by cruel doubts and fears. But all have
got safe home at last, the youngest as well as the oldest, the weakest as
well as the strongest. And so it will be to the end.

The true Church is Christ's body. Not one bone in that mystical
body shall ever be broken. The true Church is Christ's bride. They
whom God hath joined in everlasting covenant shall never be put
asunder. The true Church is Christ's flock. When the lion came and
took a lamb out of David's flock, David arose and delivered the lamb
from his mouth. Christ will do the same. Not a single sick lamb in
Christ's flock shall perish. He will say to His Father in the last day,
'Of those whom thou gavest Me I have lost none'.

The devil may cast some of the members of the true Church into
prison. He may kill, and burn, and torture and hang. But after he has
killed the body there is nothing more that he can do. He cannot hurt
the soul. When the French troops took Rome a few years ago, they
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found on the walls of a prison cell, under the Inquisition, the words of
a prisoner. Who he was, we know not. But his words are worthy of
remembrance. He had written on the walls, very likely after an unjust
trial, and a still more unjust excommunication, the following striking
words: Blessed Jesus, they cannot cast me out of Thy true Church.
That record is true. Not all the power of Satan can cast out of Christ's
true Church one single believer.

The children of this world may wage fierce warfare against the
Church, but they cannot stop the work of conversion. 'What,' asked the
sneering Emperor Julian, in the early ages of the Church, 'What is the
carpenter's son doing now?' An aged Christian made answer, 'He is
making a coffin for Julian himself'. But a few months passed away
when Julian, with all his pomp, died in battle. Where was Christ when
the fires of Smithfield were lighted, and when Latimer and Ridley were
burnt at the stake? What was Christ doing then? He was still carrying
on His work of building. That work will ever go on, even in troublous
times.

Fear not, beloved brethren, to begin serving Christ. He to whom you
commit your souls has all power in heaven and earth, and He will keep
you. He will never let you be cast away. Fear not for the Church of
Christ when ministers die, and saints are taken away. Christ can ever
maintain His own cause. He will raise up better and brighter stars.
Cease to be cast down by the measures of statesmen, or the plots of
wolves in sheep's clothing. All is going on well, though our eyes may
not see it. The kingdoms of this world shall yet become the kingdoms
of our God and of His Christ.

APPLICAnON

I speak to many, to whom I speak for the first time; I speak, perhaps,
to many for the last time. Let not this service conclude without an
effort to press home the sermon on each heart.

1. My first word of application shall be a question. I ask you
whether you are a member of the one true Church of Christ? Are you
in the highest, the best sense, a 'Churchman' in the sight of God? You
know what I mean. I look far beyond the Church of England. I speak
of the Church built upon the rock. I ask you with all solemnity-Are
you a member of that one Church of Christ? Are you joined to the
great Foundation? Have you received the Holy Ghost? Does the Spirit
witness with your spirit that you are one with Christ, and Christ with
you? I beseech you, in the name of God, to lay to heart this question,
and to ponder it well.
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Take heed, take heed, that you do not make shipwreck of faith. Take
heed, lest at last the gates of hell prevail against you, the devil claim
you as his own, and you be cast away for ever. Take heed, lest you go
down to the pit from the land of Bibles, and in the full light of Christ's
Gospel.

2. My second word of application shall be an invitation. 1 address it
to all who are not yet true believers. 1 say to you: Come and join
the one true Church without delay. Come and join yourselves to the
Lord Jesus Christ in an everlasting covenant not to be forgotten. Come
to Christ and be saved. The day of decision must come some time.
Why not today, while it is called today? Why not this very night, ere
the sun rises tomorrow morning? Come to Him, whose 1 am, and
whom 1 serve. Come to my Master, Jesus Christ. Come, 1 say, for all
things are now ready. Mercy is ready for you, heaven is ready for you,
angels are ready to rejoice over you, Christ is ready to receive you.
Come into the ark-the flood of God's wrath will soon break upon the
earth-eome into the ark and be safe.

Come into the life-boat. The old world will soon break into pieces!
The world is but a wreck hard upon the sandbank. The night is far
spent. The waves are beginning to rise, the winds are rising, the storm
will soon shatter the old wreck. But the life-boat is launched, and we,
the ministers of the Gospel, beseech you to come into the life-boat and
be saved.

Do you ask, How can 1 come, my sins are so many? Do you ask how
you will come? Hear the words of the beautiful hymn:

lust as 1 am: without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee,
o Lamb of God 1 come.

That is the way to come to Christ. You should come as a hungry
sinner to be filled, as a poor sinner to be enriched, as a bad undeserving
sinner to be clothed with righteousness. So coming, Christ would
receive you. 'Him that cometh' to Christ, He 'will in no wise cast out'.
Oh! come, come to Christ.

3. Last of all, let me give a word of exhortation to my believing
hearers. Live a holy life, my brethren. Walk worthy of the Church to
which you belong. Live like citizens of heaven. Let your light shine
before men, so that the world may profit by your conduct. Let them
know whose you are, and whom you serve. Be epistles of Christ,
known and read of all men; written in such clear letters, that none can
say, 'I know not whether he be a member of Christ or not'.
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Live a courageous life, my brethren. Confess Christ before men.
Whatever station you occupy, in that station confess Christ. Why
should you be ashamed of Him? He was not ashamed of you on the
cross. He is ready to confess you now before His Father in heaven. Be
bold. Be very bold. The good soldier is not ashamed of his uniform.
The true believer ought never to be ashamed of Christ.

Live a joyful life, my brethren. Live like men who look for that
blessed hope-the second coming of Jesus Christ. This is the prospect
to which we should all look forward. It is not so much the thought of
going to heaven, as of heaven coming to us, that should fill our minds.
There is a good time coming for all the people of God, a good time
for all the Church of Christ, a good time for all believers-a bad time
for the impenitent and unbelieving, a bad time for them that will serve
their own lusts, and turn their backs on the Lord-but a good time for
true Christians. For that good time, let us wait, and watch, and pray.

The scaffolding will soon be taken down-the last stone will soon
be brought out-the top-stone will be placed upon the edifice. Yet a
little time and the full beauty of the building shall be clearly seen.

The great master Builder will soon come Himself. A building shall
be shown to assembled worlds, in which there shall be no imperfection.
The Saviour and the saved shaII rejoice together. The whole universe
shaII acknowledge that in the building of Christ's Church all was well
done.

Christ is the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the author and
ender, the founder and finisher at our salvation. He that hoth not Him
hath neither beginning 01 good nor shall have end of misery. 0 blessed
Jesus, how much better were it not to be than to be without Thee!
never to be born than not to die in Thee! A thousand hells come short
of this, eternally to want Jesus Christ.-JoHN OWEN, preaching before
the House of Commons.
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Revive Us Again
P. E. HUGHES

VI
GODLINESS AND LEARNING

Although the majority of the Apostles may have been of humble
origin and little education, we are not, of course, to imagine that God
never uses any but unlearned and ignorant men as instruments of
blessing. Such a fancy would be a travesty of the New Testament teach
ing, which makes plain that God wishes the personal gifts and talents
of each Christian to be developed to the full; and that from those who
are more richly endowed far more will be expected. 'Unto whomsoever
much is given, of him shall much be required.' Every man is entrusted
with talents,whether they be few or many, that he may trade with them,
so that our Lord in the day of reckoning may receive of His own with
usury. The unprofitable servant who buried his talent incurred the
wrathful condemnation of his master.

The men God uses

God is by no means restricted in His choice of instruments: in this,
too, He is sovereign. Yet, while it is true that, because of the natural
inclination of such men to pride and arrogance, 'not many wise men
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called', the
history of the Church demonstrates that God often chooses a man of
outstanding ability to set forward His purposes, either in preserving
the Church at times of crisis from error and heresy, or in promoting a
season of spiritual revival. We cannot disregard the abiding influence
of such intellectual giants as Athanasius, Augustine, Calvin, and
Jonathan Edwards, nor the phenomenal preaching powers of men such
as Ambrose, Chrysostom, Luther, and Whitefield. These men, and
many others with unusual qualifications, have been used from one
century to another by Almighty God as vessels specially ordained and
honoured for the advancement of Christ's cause on earth. We should
never cease to thank God for raising up men like these, and for the
blessings mediated to us through them. But let us ever remember that
they were only usable because they were entirely humble, so that
through them the power and wisdom of God, and not of man, were
effectively displayed.

Learning is only profitable as it is coupled with deep humility and
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subjection to divine wisdom. It is noteworthy that Moses, the outstand
ing figure of the Old Testament, was 'learned in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds'; but, withal, 'the
man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the
face of the earth'. On the mount of transfiguration this learned man
shared in the glory of Christ with Elijah, the unlearned countryman
from the village of Tishbe. Thus we see that God is no respecter of
persons. Moreover, it is noteworthy that St Paul, the outstanding figure
among the Apostles, was a brilliant graduate of the school of that
famous Jewish rabbi, Gamaliel, outshining as a young man many of
his own age. Yet this remarkable man, whom Christ honoured above
all others in His Church, was so filled with humility that he was wont
to describe himself as 'the chief of sinners' and 'less than the least of
all saints', and 'not meet to be called an Apostle'.

In the Reformation, which in its extent and effects is the greatest
revival the Church has yet experienced since apostolic days, the instru
ments chiefly used were men of indisputable erudition. In Switzerland
and France, John Calvin, who possessed one of the most phenomenal
intellects of all time; in Germany, Melanchthon and Luther; in
England, Tyndale, Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, Hooper-these leaders,
together with numerous other persons distinguished for their learning.
were raised up by God and marvellously equipped by Him as cham
pions of pure doctrine and true religion. Through them a heavenly light
shone upon the world and dispelled the gloom and delusion of the
Dark Ages. These were not merely studious men, but also men of
prayer, men of principle, and men of action, who fearlessly hazarded
their lives in the supreme cause of the truth as it is in Christ Jesus.

The teaching of Scripture

It is a great pity that certain Christians should depreciate the cultiva
tion of the mind, as though it were not a means whereby God could be
glorified. It is a clear duty of all who have intellectual abilities
studiously to equip themselves 'for the defence of the Gospel'. St. Paul
urged the youthful Timothy to 'study to show himself approved unto
God'; and St. Peter exhorts Christians to be 'ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in
you'. We shall not be ready to do this unless we are prepared to apply
our minds to the study of the doctrines of our faith, and, when neces
sary, of the false teachings by which they are opposed.

The same Apostle says that to faith and virtue we are, with all
diligence, to add knowledge; and the author of the Epistle to the
Hebrews asserts that it is a mark of spiritual maturity to have one's
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'senses exercised to discern both good and evil'. The Apostle to the
Gentiles is, indeed, very emphatic on this matter: 'Be not children in
understanding,' he says to the Corinthian Christians; 'but in under
standing be men.' And to the Ephesians he writes, that Christians
should not continue as mere children, 'tossed to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of doctrine', but should 'grow up into Christ in
all things'. This growth in all things includes intellectual growth,
whereby our understanding of the matters concerning our faith is
continually increased.

Solomon, in the days of his wisdom, was well aware of the high
worth of knowledge and understanding; indeed, it is with a note of
urgency that he commends the pursuit of learning: 'Yea,' he proclaims.
'if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understand
ing; if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid
treasures; then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the
knowledge of God.... Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the
man that getteth understanding.... Get wisdom, get understanding:
forget it not! The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh
knowledge Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruc-
tion, and understanding.'

The testimony of others
'Let us not despise human learning,' pleaded Jonathan Edwards at a

time of revival. Those that do so, he argues, might as well expect an
uninstructed child to be as fit for a teacher in the Church of God, with
the same degree of grace, as an educated man of mature years. In
writing to his beloved congregation at Kidderminster, Richard Baxter
encouraged them to 'labour to be men of knowledge and sound under
standing'. 'Ignorance,' he says, 'is virtually every error; therefore let
the Bible be much in your hands and hearts. . . . Read much the
writings of our old, solid divines.... Oh, be not ignorant of God in
the midst of such light! as if the matters of your salvation were less
worth your study than your trading in the world.'

Finally, let us listen to Andrew Bonar, as he speaks of Samuel
Rutherford, that wonderful man of God of the seventeenth century, in
whom godliness and learning were blended to a notable degree.
Rutherford, he says, 'persevered in study as well as in labours, and with
no common success. He had a metaphysical turn, as well as great
readiness in using the accumulated learning of other days. It might be
instructive to inquire why it is that wherever godliness is healthy and
progressive, we almost invariably find learning in the Church of Christ
attendant on it; while, on the other hand, neglect of study is attended
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sooner or later by decay of vital godliness. Not that all are learned in
such times; but there is always an element of the kind in the circle of
those whom the Lord is using. The energy called forth by the know
ledge of God in the soul leads on to the study of whatever is likely to
be useful in the defence or propagation of the truth; whereas, on the
other hand, when decay is at work and lifelessness prevailing, sloth
and ease creep in, and theological learning is slighted as uninteresting
and dry. With Samuel Rutherford and his contemporaries we find
learning side by side with singularly deep godliness.'

In preparing for revival, then, we shall be wise not to neglect the
exercise of the intellect in those studies which are consecrated to Him
'in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge', and
which are directed towards the single purpose of the advancement of
God's kingdom among men.

The heart of caring . ..

The Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society

... a Christian Society, Protestant, Evangelical and Undenomins
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nursing for the Lord's aged in 11 Homes in the South of England,
Midlands and the West Country.

Gifts for the maintenance of this work urgently required.
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They Shall Come
HERBERT M. CARSON

This sermon by the former Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE

was preached during the British Evangelical Council
Conference held in Leicester in 1974.

Matthew 8 : 11-12 'And [ say unto you, That many shall come from
the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and [saac, and
Jacob, in the Kingdom of heaven. But the children of the kingdom
shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.'

Luke 13: 28-29 'There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth,
when ye shall see Abraham, and [saae, and Jacob, and all the prophets,
in the Kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out. And they shall
come from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and from
the south, and shall sit down in the Kingdom of God.'

I imagine that there are few, if any, ministers who are here this
evening who do not go through times of discouragement. There are,
I imagine, few church members who take their membership seriously
who do not share that discouragement. It may be indeed that God is
giving a blessing in your local situation; but then we are not just
Christians in a local situation. We look out across the nation-we look
out across the world-and there are many ingredients for discourage
ment at the present time. It is very easy to become discouraged-very
easy indeed to be overwhelmed by the magnitude of the problems, by
the lack of impact which evangelicals by and large are making, and by
the grim prospects that confront us from so many directions.

I must confess that I find Spurgeon a very great help and strength,
and not just in his preaching which I find a tremendous blessing. One
of the things which has encouraged me about Spurgeon is to discover
that he got so depressed and so discouraged, and when a man like
Spurgeon went through dark days and became so discouraged that he
felt he could hardly go on, when he could reach a time when he
wondered whether he believed what he was preaching, well then I
believe that lesser mortals can begin to take some heart when they go
through similar times of difficulty.

So I want to bring you this evening what I trust is a word from the
Lord, and it is intended to be a word of encouragement. However, as
you can see from the passage, it cannot be a word of encouragement
which leads to complacency, because the Lord certainly did not intend
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it to produce complacency. In fact He intended it to be a challenging
word, a word to awaken and a word to rebuke. Yet it is also a wonder
fully encouraging word, because I believe that one thing we need to do
when we are beset with the situation, when the problems seem to be
great and when the difficulties which confront us in our local church
seem insoluble and when apathy confronts us, we need as it were to
stand back and to reflect that we are not simply one little group of
people fighting a battle-perhaps linked with other similar groups
scattered across the land and scattered across the world-we belong to
the everlasting purposes of God Almighty. We need to reflect on the
fact that God, the sovereign God, is working out His eternal purpose.
Our poor, feeble efforts seem at times to be so insufficient and so
inadequate that they will leave us in discouragement or almost in
despair. Yet we need to reflect on the fact that our efforts and our
enterprises in the gospel are part of a plan which has its root in eternity
and which will have its consummation in the return of our conquering
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. So it is with that thought that I turn
with you to this word of Christ.

The Background

He looks right down the vista of the centuries and speaks of many
who will come from the east and from the west and from the north and
from the south, and who will sit down with Abraham and with Isaac
and with Jacob and with all the prophets in the Kingdom of God. Now
the saying appears twice in these two Gospels. It appears in different
contexts-it seems that the saying in Luke was a repetition of the
saying that Christ had uttered on an earlier occasion, and so there is
a variation in the two narratives. The occasion in Matthew's Gospel
was after the healing of the centurion's servant. You will remember the
faith which this man disclosed. He was a Roman soldier, and as a
Roman soldier he was accustomed to giving commands and he was
accustomed also to seeing those commands being heeded and obeyed.
He was in the situation where the Jews were constantly looking for
something spectacular; they wanted some sign from Heaven that He
was what He claimed to be, the Messiah. But this man, with his pagan
Roman background, is content to depend upon the word of Christ. He
says, 'I speak a word of command. My soldiers heed. They obey. You
need only speak the word of command. You don't need to come into
my house, for J am not fit to have you under my roof. Speak the word,
and my servant shall be healed'. And the Lord said, turning to the
unbelieving crowd of his fellow-countrymen, 'I have not found so great
faith, no not in Israel. And I tell you that this man is the prelude to
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a great movement of faith which shall take place from the far ends of
the earth in which men and women of every nation and tribe shall
come into this Kingdom, and you, the children of the kingdom, will be
cast out'.

The other occasion is the one in Luke's Gospel, and here it was in "
response to the question: 'Are there few that be saved?' The speculators (
who asked that question were as much in evidence in the Lord's day
as they are in our own church situation. But the Lord does not pander
to a merely inquisitive approach. He says that the main thing is to
make sure that you are in that Kingdom yourself. He does not issue
a statistical survey of the redeemed and the condemned; he says:
'Strive. Make sure that you enter in at the strait gate, because it is a
strait gate and it is a narrow way that leads to life, and few there be
that find it'. Then He continues, in view of the fact that there were
many around Him who thought that they themselves were on the right
way because of their background, and their spiritual pedigree, because
they had the oracles of God, because they belonged to Israel. He said,
'There are many of you here who imagine that you on the way, but
you are not, and that final day will disclose it. But in contrast to those
of you who are deluding yourselves and imagining that you are my
disciples when you are not, there will be many from the east and from
the west, from the north and from the south who will enter into this
Kingdom'.

The Kingdom

Now what does Christ mean by 'this Kingdom'? Matthew describes
it as the Kingdom of Heaven, and Luke presents it as the Kingdom of
God. I am not going to enlarge this evening on the whole question of
the nature of the Kingdom, but simply and very briefly to indicate what
I believe the Gospels mean by 'the Kingdom of God' or 'the Kingdom
of Heaven'. By putting them in these alternative forms you can glean
my understanding of the relationship of the two. The Kingdom of God
is the sphere in which God's kingly rule is both exercised and acknow
ledged.

It is a kingly rule which was foreshadowed in the Old Testament t
period. The king in Israel was not simply the leader of the nation,
responsible for the legislation, responsible for the leadership of the
army and the welfare of the nation; he was much more specifically a
religious figure. He was, to use the Old Testament phrase, 'the Lord's
anointed', he was the visible embodiment of the principle that God was
the true King. Iehovah was the King of Israel, and the king, the Lord's
anointed, was the one who embodied in his person the kingly rule of
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Jehovah over his people. But the kings of Israel, and subsequently of
Judah, very imperfectly embodied that ideal. Even the greatest of
them, David, had his moments of appalling and sinful inconsistency.
So even David failed to embody perfectly the principle that the Lord
was King. And that was why there was need of the One to whom all
the kings pointed-the Messianic King.

When the Messiah came, He would gather into His own Person the
three offices of the Old Testament. He would be God's Prophet,
speaking God's final and decisive Word to men and women. He would
be God's Great High Priest, abrogating in His Person the Levitical
priesthood and offering once and for all a perfect and sufficient sacri
fice. And He would also be the Messianic King. In Him God's kingly
rule, imperfectly foreshadowed in the kings of Israel, would now be
perfectly embodied. So when Christ comes, it is the King Himself
coming in person. God's kingly rule is established among men and His
disciples come into personal relationship with the King, and come
through the operation of the Spirit into this sphere where the King's
rule is not only declared, but is acknowledged.

Yet at the same time He made them pray 'Thy Kingdom come'
because, while there were those who received Him, 'He was in the
world and the world was made by Him and the world knew Him not',
and the world continues to 'know Him not'. The world continues to
reject Him. So the Church looks forward to that day when His King
dom shall come in all its fulness and in all its splendour. In that day, as
Paul presents it in that magnificent statement in the second chapter of
the Epistle to the Philippians, 'because God has given Him the Name
which is above every name, at the Name of Jesus every knee shall bow,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God
the Father'. So we thank God that the Messianic King has come. We
thank God for all those who have acknowledged His kingly claims.
But we look forward to that day when the King shall come back and in
His return He shall demonstrate irresistibly that He is King of Kings
and Lord of Lords.

Now how do you become a member of this Kingdom? Nicodemus
was given the answer to that question when he came by night to talk
to one whom he looked on as the young teacher from Nazareth, who
was stirring the countryside. Nicodemus is interested to find what his
message is, but Jesus at once confronts him with the basic necessity of
his own heart. 'Nicodemus,' He said, 'unless a man is born again he
cannot see the Kingdom of God.' Unless he has this inner change
wrought, not by his own moral earnestness, but wrought by the
regenerating power of the Spirit of God, he cannot enter into this King-
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dom. So those who are in the Kingdom have been born again by God
the Holy Spirit. Those who are in this Kingdom have been washed in
the blood of Christ. Those who are in this Kingdom have been justified
by faith in Jesus Christ, the Lord their Righteousness. Now it is of this
Kingdom that the Lord is speaking, this Kingdom already established
and yet awaiting its glorious consummation. It is of this Kingdom that
the Lord says 'There will be many coming from the east and the west
and from the north and from the south, and they will sit down with
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets in the Kingdom
of God'.

A Note of Confidence

There is a marvellous confidence about the Lord's statement here,
but it is no isolated example of confidence, for the Bible is full of
confident assertions about the plans and purposes of God. And in days
when faith burns low, in days when we are feeling discouraged, it is
good to go back to the Scriptures and to get the great sweep of the
Scriptures and to find again and again the confident declarations of
God Almighty.

You go back to that passage which was being brought before us this
morning. Genesis chapter 3. In the very day when God is pronouncing
judgement and declaring man's sorry predicament because of his sin,
God is also speaking about the deliverance, a deliverance which
historically is yet far in the future. The seed of the woman will surely
come, and He will bruise the serpent's head. When God calls Abraham
from Ur of the Cbaldees, He speaks again to him with that solemn
confidence, 'In thee and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed'. You and I are so familiar with the story of Abraham, and we
think of him almost instinctively as the great pioneer of faith, the great
spiritual giant of the Old Testament; but we tend to forget what an
incredible word this was. Who was Abraham after all, humanly speak
ing? An unknown figure coming from Ur of the Chaldees, like many
another nomadic bedouin moving westward. Yet this man is presented
as one of the key figures in human history. Had you been present there
to see him leaving, and had someone told you 'That man is one of the
key figures in the history of humanity', I imagine you would have
found it very hard to take. But he was, because that man, going out in
obedience to the call of God, was to be a vital link in the chain of
divine purposes which would lead ultimately to the coming of the
Messiah.

Through the Old Testament this note of confidence continues to run.
Psalm 2: 'Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine
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inheritance, and the uttermost part of the earth for thy possession'.
The promised king is not to be the Messiah of Israel alone. This is not
one whose kingly power will be confined within the frontiers of one
small land. This is rather the One whose sway will extend to the ends
of the earth. When Daniel has his vision of the great image, speaking
as it did of the kingdoms which were to rise and to fall, he has his
vision also of the great rock, cut without hands, crushing all to powder.
While the kingdoms of men would come and go, wax and wane, this
Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom, one that shall never be destroyed.
Daniel, mark you, was speaking in a day when he had not much
grounds for optimism. He was in exile. His country was shattered. His
nation was broken, and in that situation he was revelling in the pros
pect of the unshakeable Kingdom of the Messiah.

Habakkuk is the same. He lived in a day when there was much to fill
the heart with despair. He could see the Babylonians on the horizon.
ruthless, the scourge of the Middle East. They were surely coming, and
they were going to destroy his beloved Judah. Yet in the midst of the
gloom and the sheer despair of the situation, God speaks to Habakkuk
and there comes this great conviction that the earth shall be filled with
the knowledge of the glory of God as the waters cover the sea. When
Isaiah writes his matchless fifty-third chapter, where you are given that
wonderful picture of the dying agony of the suffering Servant of
Jehovah, what is the comment? 'He shall see of the travail of His soul
and shall be satisfied.' There is utter confidence as to the outcome of
the purposes of God. The Assyrian may pillage, the Babylonians may
come to destroy, the nation may be shattered. the outlook may be
impossible, but the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. The Lord of Hosts
is with us, the God of Jacob is our Refuge. The godly remnant may go
forward in the darkest possible hour with this conviction, that God is
working out His sovereign and redeeming purposes.

When you turn to the New Testament it is of course the same. 'You
will call His Name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins.'
He will not falter in the task. He will not produce some kind of hypo
thetical salvation. He really will save His people from their sins, He
will deal with them in redeeming power. He Himself speaks with that
same confident note: 'Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my Church, and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it'. He looks
out beyond the confines of His disciples and of the nation which gave
Him birth. He says, 'Other sheep I have which are not of this fold.
Them also I must bring and they shall hear my voice, and there shall
be one flock and one Shepherd. All that the Father giveth me,' He
says, 'they shall come to me'.
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So He bids His disciples go. What an incredible commission it was.
They were in Jerusalem, the Jerusalem which had rejected the Messiah
and had crucified Him. Yet He says to them, 'You are to go. You are
to be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost parts of the earth'. These men had not moved
beyond the bounds of Galilee and Judea, and yet He is saying 'Go and
make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to
observe all things, whatsoever I have commanded you, and la, I am
with you always, even until the end of the age'. This is the confident
assurance of the Son of God. No wonder when Paul is writing in
1 Corinthians chapter 15 he says, 'He must reign'. It is inevitable
because of who He is. It is inevitable because He is the Son of God,
and because He is carrying out the triumphant purposes of His Father.
'He must reign till every enemy is beneath His feet.' So you find, in
the final glorious vision of the apocalypse, 'a great company which no
man can number'. They are drawn from every nation and tribe and
tongue, and they are united to sing the Hallelujah Chorus of Heaven
as they praise the One who redeemed them.

Well I say, there is this marvellous note of confidence that runs right
through the Scripture, and here it is in this passage. The Lord does not
speak tentatively about what may happen. It is not that He is hoping
that somehow His message may prevail. He speaks with absolute
assurance, They will come! They will come from every corner of the
globe. They will come from every age of history.

They will come from the east-how far was that as far as His hearers
were concerned? Not very far, really. The Wise Men had come from
the East to offer their obeisance to the infant Christ, but they probably
had not come so very far. The incarnate Lord is looking further afield.
He is looking right across the east, and I believe He is looking to the
great harvest which will come from many lands. He is looking right
down the years, down to the Middle Ages, down to that time when
Carey was to go out to India to attempt great things for God, and to
expect great things from God, and to begin to reap the harvest which
is still being brought in from India. He was looking down the years
to that time when Judson would go to Burma and see in that land
trophies won for Christ. He saw Hudson Taylor going into inland
China in the nineteenth century, shut to the foreigner, but by the
mighty power of God open to the gospel. 'They will come from the
east', and by God's grace in our day we have seen this prophecy
increasingly fulfilled as men and women from many lands and many
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nations come from the east into this Kingdom. 'They will come from
the east.'

And they will come from the west. As far as they were concerned,
the west ended at Spain and there was nothing beyond. It was many
centuries before Columbus in his little cockleshell boat would discover
that there was something on the other side of that apparently bound
less ocean. But the incarnate Son was looking far to the west, looking
to a day when David Brainerd would tramp the forests in search of the
North American Indians; seeking, in failing health, to take the gospel
and to bring in this harvest. He was looking to the men who would
penetrate the Amazon and the jungles of South America to bring the
men from the west into this Kingdom.

They will come from the north. The century before Christ spoke.
Julius Caesar had taken his legions across the Channel into what was
then Britain. Within a few years of Christ's words being spoken, the
Roman legions would again be on the march, and this time they would
be on the march, not for a temporary foray into Britain, but to estab
lish themselves and to force the Britons back into Scotland and into
the mountains of Wales. But both from those Roman legionaries and
from the pagan tribes whom they displaced from Britain, from both
of them there would in the centuries ahead come a rich harvest for
Christ and for His Kingdom.

And the south? Well, there was the North African coastline which
was part of the Roman Empire. Then there was Ethiopia, and beyond
there were the recesses of inland Africa, unknown, hidden, mysterious.
But the Son of God is looking beyond the coastline and the litoral of
the Mediterranean, looking beyond Ethiopia, looking right down into
the depths of Africa. 'From the south they will come, men and women
of many nations and of many tribes. And come they have, and coming
they still are, into this Kingdom which never shall be shaken. They
will come, He says, from every corner of the globe, and they will come
from every period of time.

Looking Back

He looks back in history. Abraham is in that Kingdom, Abraham
who had heedciJ the call of God and who had had the promise of the
coming Saviour. He will be in that Kingdom, for did he not look
forward by faith and trust in the Christ who was yet to come? And
Isaac, he too is in that Kingdom. Who was in a better position than
Isaac to understand the gospel? He could never forget the day when
his father had laid him on the altar on Mount Moriah, and bound him
there and raised the knife to slay him. He could always remember that
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voice which suddenly rang out-'Lay not your hand upon the lad'.
He remembered too how he had been spared. There was the ram,
caught with his horns in the thicket, the sacrifice ready to be offered in
place of Isaac. I say, who better than Isaac to understand what the
gospel was all about? It was about the Lamb of God who beareth away
the sin of the world. Yes, says Jesus, Isaac is in that Kingdom. And
Jacob also. Who better than Jacob to understand the meaning of the
grace of God, Jacob with those early days as a cheat and a deceiver,
deceiving his old father in his blindness, cheating his own brother. Yet
Jacob, from being the supplanter, became Israel, a prince with God.

And the prophets-Micah is in that Kingdom. Micah, who from the
standpoint of the eighth century RC. looked down the years and saw
little Bethlehem as the very place where the Messiah would be born.
Isaiah, the great prophet of the suffering Servant of Jehovah, is in that
Kingdom also. Jeremiah, that lonely figure, facing the hostility of the
Jews of his day, preaching repentance, warning of judgement, calling
the nation back to God, and meeting a blank wall of apathy or enmity.
Jeremiah is in that Kingdom. The man who spoke of the New Coven
ant which God would make through the Messiah, the Covenant sealed
by the Blood of Christ, the Covenant in which the Law would be
written on men's hearts, he is in that Kingdom, too. So Christ, as it
were, casts His eye back over the centuries. He looks at the patriarchs.
and the prophets. They will be numbered with the men from the east
and from the west and from the north and from the south in this
Kingdom.

Looking Forward

And I believe as He looked back, so He was looking forward down
the years of Christian history. He saw those early testing days when in
the Roman Empire the little lights of gospel truth began to burn in
pagan darkness, and when men and women were brought to Christ
and brought at the same time to face suffering and torture and death.
Men like Polycarp of Smyrna, facing the mob, facing the prospect of
a terrible death, offered the possibility of escape if only he would
recant. He says, 'Eighty and six years have I served Him and He never
did me wrong, how then can I blaspheme my King who saved me?' He
was typical of those terrible yet glorious years. The Lord is looking
forward to those days when men and women will love not their lives to
the death. They will come into His Kingdom. Although the whole
might of Imperial Rome will be thrown against them. although the
Emperors wiJI try to crush this sect of the Nazarenes, they will conquer.

(To be continued)
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La~t time, Damaris told you about Belotti, an Italian wood-cutter.
He wa~ one who, brought 'Up in the Roman Catholic Church, came to
trust in Christ alone for salvation. He probably never heard of any
other church, and he never left the church in which he was born.

The experience of Charles Chiniquy, who lived in Canada about the
same time as BeloW lived in Italy, was rather different. He, too, was
born into the Roman Catholic Church. But when he came to see that
the teaching of tHat Church on many points is wrong, he left it.

Mr. Chiniquy was studying to become a Roman Catholic priest.
Just before he was made a priest, however, he was so upset by things
he saw done in the Roman Catholic Church that he changed his mind.
He took another training and became a lawyer instead. Mr. Chiniquy
had left that Canadian seminary where men trained to become priests,
but he had taken one important thing out of it-a Bible. After that he
married, moved to Kamoraska, and there he and his wife had a son
whom they called Charles.

When Charles was five years old, his parents shifted house and
settled in another part of Canada called Murray Bay. This was a very
remote spot; there was no school there. This meant that Charles'
mother had to do her best to teach her son herself.

After learning the alphabet, Charles began to read. One of the books
his mother used to teach him was the Bible his father had taken with
him from the seminary. One day when Charles was reading to his
mother from one of the Gospels about the death of Christ, his voice
began to falter. He could not keep from crying when he thought of all
that Christ had to suffer in His death. His mother realised why he
could not read any more, and she herself began to read aloud instead.
But soon her voice, too, trembled: she could not go on. They sat
together, the Bible between them, neither saying a word. Then Charles'
mother leant forward, her forehead touching his. He would never in all
his life forget that moment, when the tears of himself and his mother
flowed together as they thought of Christ's death on the cross.

Charles had a good memory; by the time that he was eight years
old he had read some passages of the Bible so often that he could
recite them. If the weather were very wet, the roads at Murray Bay
would get into such a state that people could not get to church. Then,
on Sabbath evenings, the neighbours would sometimes come in to the
Chiniquys' house. If that happened, Charles would be placed all a
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table in front of everybody and asked to recite the Bible passages he
had learnt. He was very young, but he could do it very well.

Then, on a beautiful Spring day in 1818, the Chiniquys had a differ
ent kind of visitor. His father was writing in his office, he could hear
his mother's lovely voice singing as she sewed in another room, and
Charles was watching a little robin hopping about the door, when he
saw a man approach. It was a priest.

The priest had come to tell Mr. Chiniquy that he must stop allowing
his son to read the Bible. Mr. Chiniquy was very angry. He was
tempted to hit the priest, but he restrained himself. Instead, he walked
quickly up and down the room, saying nothing. At last he stopped
suddenly in front of the priest and asked,

'Sir, is that all you have to say here?'
'Yes,' replied the priest.
'Well, sir,' said Mr. Chiniquy, 'you know the door by which you

entered my house; please take the same door and go away quickly.'
The priest knew better than to stay a moment longer.

Charles had watched all this take place in breathless fear. He was
afraid he was to lose his Bible, he was afraid his father was going
to fight with the priest. Now neither of these things had happened, and
he ran joyfully to his father to kiss him. What more could he do to
show his father his gratitude? He jumped up on the table and began
to recite a passage from that Bible which the priest had wished to take
away. It was the story of the fight between Davicl and Goliath, and
never before had he recited it so well. He saw the priest as Goliath, his
father was like David, and you know who won that fight.

These Bible truths. which Charles learned when so young, stayed
with him all his life. It was these which eventually took him out of the
errors of the Roman Catholic Church, and brought him to a living
faith in Christ. When you are older you can read the full story of his
life in the book he wrote, Fifty Years in the Church of Rome.
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The Reformation falls very naturally into two distinct stages which
may fittingly be described as the insurrectionary and the formative.
Each of these two prime stages had its geographical centre and its
acknowledged leader and each produced its own marked influence
upon the movement as a whole.

At the outset, the Reformation was centred in Wittenberg. It was
there that Luther had nailed his 95 theses to the Church door and had
introduced 'an insurrection against the base and demoralising sur
render of the individual; the surrender of his understanding to the
Church; of his conscience to the priest; of his will to the Prince'.

Luther was the undoubted leader of this stage and it is to his genius
that we owe the fact that the Reformation made its appeal to the
common people. Later, however, the centre of influence changed to
Geneva where the acknowledged leader was John Calvin. He it was
who systematised the work begun by Zwingli and Luther. It has been
said:

'He gave it definiteness, form and strength and made it what it
eventually became-the greatest influence in moulding the lives of the
most powerful nations in Europe as well as that of the greatest state
in the New World.'

The leaders of the first stage were reformers in the essential and
radical sense of the word. They broke through age-long superstitions
and paved the way for a biblical approach to theology and worship.
The leaders of the second stage were theologians and systematisers
who accepted the principles of the Reformed movement and sought
to express them in both Church and society.

To this second class, then, John Calvin belonged; and it has been
estimated that, without his systematising genius, the Reformation
would have been a spent force within thirty years.

This is not simply the opinion of some partisan faction which has
swallowed uncritically the mythology surrounding their hero. It is the
opinion, sometimes reluctantly conceded, of historians and men of
letters of the calibre of Morley, Froude, Pattison and Carlyle. Cham
bers' Biographical Dictionary states:

'None can dispute Calvin's intellectual greatness or the powerful
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services which he rendered to the cause of Protestantism; he system
atised its doctine and he organised its ecclesiastical discipline. His
fame is enduring as a religious writer, as a social legislator and a
powerful and gracious writer of modern French.'

HIS INTELLECTUAL GIFTS

Humanistically trained, and having studied both law and theology
under some of the most outstanding teachers of his day. Calvin
possessed an intellect of the first order. One of the most vilified of
Europeans, Calvin was, nevertheless, 'perhaps the most potent intel
lectual force in the world between St. Thomas Aquinas and Voltaire'.

Among his teachers, particular mention may be made of Mathurin
Cordier (1479-1564) to whom 'Calvin owed those things which made
him outstanding as a writer'. Another was Pierre de I'Estoile (1480
1537) who was, in the opinion of Calvin, 'the unchallenged prince'
when it came to matters of jurisprudence. The penetrating power of
this teacher's mind, his knowledge of the law and his mental simplicity
all appealed to Calvin. Indeed, the latter always regarded de I'Estoile
as 'one of the most formative influences in his thinking'.

MeIchior Wolmar (1496-1561) was another to whom Calvin owed
much. Wolmar, in whose home Calvin first met Theodore Beza, was
a Lutheran and was 'doubtless the first man to unfold to Calvin the
ways of the Gospel'. Viewing the matter from a different point of
view, Florimund de Raemond roundly declared that Wolmar was 'the
first to give Calvin the taste of heresy'.

After the death of his father in 1531, Calvin proceeded to the
College de France where he studied Hebrew and Greek. Here his
teachers were Francois Vatable and Pierre Danes who, with Guillaume
Bude, have been described as 'outstanding yet unassuming; who, in
their teaching refrained from expressing their own particular ideas
but devoted themselves to the progress of the arts and to the elucida
tion of the precious ancient texts so recently restored to their original
purity'.

Thus, by 1533, Calvin had been given that training which was to
make him 'equally proficient as a dialectician, jurist or theologian'. In
addition, he had mastered his mother-tongue which he was destined
to employ with consummate ability.

It has been well said that Calvin 'enriched his mother-tongue with
modes of connection and dependence, with shadows, transitions and
dialectic forms, that it did not as yet possess'.

Besides his elegant French, he had acquired the best Latin style of
his day-'elevated, crisp, energetic, elegant with the eloquence of an
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earnest and sober spirit'. This was the case to such an extcnt that
Joseph Scaliger described Calvin's Latin as almost too good for a
theologian.

HIS INFLUENCE
The influence of Calvinism is abiding. According to one authority:

'Wherever Protestantism has had to fight for its life it has sought
strength in the discipline of Calvinism'. That discipline left an indelible
impression upon the hearts and lives of its adherents so that Froude, in
addressing the students of St. Andrew's University, could say:

'Whatever exists at this moment in England or Scotland of con
scientious fear of doing wrong is the remnant of the convictions which
were branded by the Calvinists into the people's hearts.'

That the ideas of Calvin influenced men and nations is emphasised
by P. Hume Brown when he says: 'Alike in the case of individuals and
nations, Calvinism supplies sinews beyond every creed the world has
seen.'

The importance of Calvin for European history can scarcely be
over-stressed. Lord Morley felt able to say that 'to omit Calvin from
the forces of Western Europe is to read history with one eye shut'.

In similar vein Mark Pattison concedes that 'Calvinism saved
Europe'.

WHAT IS CALVINISM?
What, however, is Calvinism? How was this theological system

transmitted to others so as to win for it the esteem and allegiance of
men like William the Silent, Gaspard de Coligny, John Owen, J 01111

Bunyan, OliveI' Cromwell and John Knox? (We remember the words
of Hilaire Belloc-'No Calvin, no Cromwell'.)

A long line of thinkers has signally failed to define the fundamental
principle of Calvinism and this has led Warfield to suggest that per
haps, in this case, the simplest is best:

'That it lies in a profound apprehension of God in His majesty, with
the inevitably accompanying poignant realisation of the exact nature of
the relation sustained to Him by the creature as such and particularly
by the sinful creature. He who believes in God without reserve and is
determined that God shall be God to him in all his thinking, feeling,
willing-in the entire compass of his life-activities, intellectual, moral,
spiritual, throughout all his individual, social, religious relations-is
by the force of that strictest of all logic which presides over the out
working of principles into thought and life, by the very necessity of the
case, a Calvinist.'
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Furthermore, Warfield holds that, in Calvinism, theism has come to
its rights (objectively speaking); the religious relation attains its purity
(subjectively speaking); and evangelical religion finds its full expression
and its secure stability (soteriologically speaking).

This theology, together with its accompanying ethic and discipline,
was transmitted to others in several ways. These include Calvin's
sermons and commentaries, his Institutes, and his correspondence. But
first let us look at:

(i) Calvin's Distinctive Contribution to Theology
Whilst it was given to Luther to re-discover the doctrine of Justifica

tion by Faith alone, the advances in theology which are due to Calvin's
fertile thought are neither few nor unimportant. In his discussion of
the doctrine of the Trinity, Calvin insisted upon 'self-existence' as an
attribute of both the Son and the Holy Spirit as well as of the Father.
He thereby banished any lingering traces of the doctrine of subordina
tionism. Moreover, the presentation of the work of Christ under the
rubrics of the three-fold office of Prophet, Priest and King is distinc
tively his and he also created the entire discipline of Christian ethics.
Though his name is associated in the public mind more with the
doctrine of Predestination with its twin concomitants, election and
reprobation, his most outstanding contribution to theology is un
doubtedly the doctrine of the work of the Holy Spirit. Here he distin
guished between common and efficacious grace, of noetic, aesthetic and
thelematic effects, and thereby bestowed upon the Church a lasting
benefit.

For this theology, men of the calibre of the French Huguenots, the
Scottish Covenanters and the Pilgrim Fathers were prepared to suffer
and die.

(ii) Sermons and Commentaries
There are 2025 sermons of Calvin extant in the archives of the public

library of Geneva. From 1549 onwards, Calvin's sermons were taken
down in a primitive form of shorthand by Denis Raguenier, a French
refugee, and later transcribed in longhand.

Calvin's method was to preach steadily through book after book of
the Bible. In this way he preached 200 sermons on Deuteronomy, 159
on Job, five on Obadiah, 110 on 1 Corinthians, 43 on Galatians and all
delivered extemporaneously.

'Though he was a scientific theologian who intended, God helping
him, to establish solid doctrinal foundations in the Reformed churches;
and though he was also a lecturer to the students who met in the
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College of Geneva, toiling to set before them the meaning of Scripture
in the clearest light; nevertheless it was not to these activities so much
as to the pulpit itself that the major part of his time was given.'

Calvin generally preached twice on Sundays and once daily on
alternate weeks. In other words, he preached about ten times each
fortnight. The influence of the sermons was felt not only by those who
heard the spoken word but also by those who read the printed page.

'Right across Europe, a countless number who had never heard the
asthmatic voice which spoke in the Cathedral Church of St. Peter's at
'Geneva-Puritans in England, Huguenot martyrs in France, Italian
refugees, Germans, Poles and many more-read and prized the
sermons.'

As far as Emile Doumergue-the foremost biographer of Calvin-is
concerned, it is Calvin the Preacher of the Word who should command
our closest attention.

'That is the Calvin who seems to me to be the real and authentic
Calvin, the one who explains all the others; Calvin the preacher of
Geneva, moulding by his words the spirit of the Reformed of the six
teenth century.'

Parker tells us that in Switzerland, France, England and Scotland,
Calvin's words had an almost apostolic authority and that 'thewhispers
of the gasping preacher had (to borrow a phrase from John Buchan)
the authority of trumpets'.

Of Calvin's commentaries we may say little as they have always been
highly prized. They have also been highly praised and that even by his
theological enemies. Arminius had the candour to say:

He excels beyond comparison in the interpretation of Scripture and
his commentaries ought to be more highly valued than all that is
handed down to us by the library of the Fathers.

Among the qualities exhibited by Calvin as an expositor, Sir
George Adam Smith lists his strong spiritual power, his sanity, his
moderation, his sensitiveness to the changes and shades of meaning.
He commented on virtually every book of the Bible. Those upon which
he left no commentary include some of the Old Testament historical
books, the Solomonic material and, in the New Testament, 2 and 3
John and the Apocalypse. In the Calvin Translation Society edition
of his works, the commentaries occupy some 45 volumes.

(iii) The Institutes of the Christian Religion
A special place is occupied in the works of Calvin by his 'Institutes

of the Christian Religion'. Expanded and developed throughout the
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period from 1536 to 1559, they are indeed the work of a lifetime.
Editions in Latin and French were issued in 1536, 1539, 1541, 1543,
1545, 1546, 1550 and, finally, in definitive form, 1559 with a French
translation in 1560.

In his 'Epistle to the King' which formed the preface to the 1536
edition, Calvin explains the purpose of the Institutes thus:

'My intention was only to teach some rudiments whereby those who
were touched with any good affection to God might be instructed in
true piety.'

To this original idea we must add an apologetic objective since
Calvin added two further chapters thereby enabling the volume to be
employed as an apologetic tool. Calvin was driven to this action by
the tremendous persecutions which were raging at that time.

The Institutes betray their author's remarkable knowledge of the
Scriptures, Patristics (particularly Augustine), and the early Greek
and Latin writers.

'Such a collection of quotations, of such richness and conciseness,
could not easily be found in the writings of the other Reformers. More
over, these quotations are inserted into the context where they belong
without research or learned ostentation; and one can see that the
author has not merely picked them up here and there, but has been
drawing upon a treasury at his free disposal.'

When the 1559 edition came to be prepared it was cast within the
framework of the four chapters of the Credo, which appeared first of
all in the 1543 edition.

It would be quite impossible to assess accurately the influence of
the Institutes. There is a sense in which, as Imbart de la Tour said,
'The whole work of Calvinism is in the Institutes.'

The French translation of 1541 has been described as, 'from a
literary point of view ... indeed a masterpiece'.

The first edition appeared when Calvin was only 26 years of age
and the last was produced amidst great pain and suffering. Never
theless, the Institutes has been described as 'an epoch-making book',
and 'a masterpiece of luminous argument'.

This work has been translated into a host of foreign tongues and
its influence has pervaded countries previously untouched by Reformed
literature. Davies is certainly right when he says:

'It is the completest and most remarkable compendium of Christian
doctrine ever given to the world ... Until it appeared there had been
no book which took commanding rank as an exhibition and exposi
tion of the doctrines of the Reformed Churches in their systematic
unity and connection.'
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(iv) Correspondence
Calvin's influence was also transmitted by means of his voluminous

correspondence. Says Cadier: 'Calvin's letters are of absorbing interest
for the light which they throw, not only upon his work and influence,
but on the man himself.'

In the Brunswick edition of Calvin's works, volumes X to XX
contain the letters which number some 4000 in all. They earned for
Calvin the reputation of being the great letter-writer of the Reforma
tion.

It is interesting that, just as Doumergue saw in Calvin the preacher
the real man, so Warfield sees in the letters the authentic Calvin.

Warfield describes the letters of Calvin as 'some of them almost of
the dimensions of treatises, many of them practically theological
tractates, but many of them also of the most intimate character in
which he pours out his heart'.

'In these letters we see the real Calvin, the man of profound religious
convictions and rich religious life, of high purpose and noble stren
uousness, of full and freely flowing affections and sympathies.'

Anyone who has read the letters of Calvin with any degree of
discernment will find himself at a complete loss to understand the
description of Calvin given by Chadwick when he describes the
Reformer as 'secret, aloof, reserved' who lacked a feeling for natural
beauty. Only one who has completely failed to recognise the real
Calvin in his letters could write, as does Chadwick, 'It is a surprise to
see his tenderness of spirit when his wife died'.

It has been estimated that CaIvin's correspondence would fill some
35 folio volumes and it has been noted that among his correspondents
were people of the highest station in various lands as well as others
of quite humble walks of life.

'His advice was sought on matters small and great. His name was a
familiar one in courts and conclaves. His letters were prized as literary
treasures as well as for the worth of their contents. Not a church was
in difficulty, hardly a martyr went to the stake, but received from him
some message of guidance and consolation.'

Warfield is of the opinion that, had Calvin done nothing other than
write his letters, he would still have taken his place among the most
outstanding Christians of all time.

Thus have we seen something of the intellect, education and influ
ence of the one who has been described as 'the only international
Reformer'. His influence extended far beyond the bounds of Geneva.

'Thanks to his Institutes, his pattern of Church government in
Continued on page 186
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Revival Scenes
THE KOREAN PENTECOST

The following is an extract from the paperback 'The Korean
Pentecost', which was reviewed in our issue for September /

October of last year.

At Monday noon, we missionaries met and cried out to God in
earnest. We were bound in spirit and refused to let God go till He
blessed us. That night it was very different. Each felt as he entered the
church that the room was full of God's presence. Not only missionaries
but Koreans testify to the same thing. I was present once in Wisconsin
when the Spirit of God fell upon a company of lumbermen and every
unbeliever in the room rose to ask for prayers. That night in Pyengyang
the same feeling came to me as I entered the room, a sense of God's
nearness, impossible of description.

After a short sermon, Mr Lee took charge of the meeting and called
for prayers. So many began praying that Mr Lee said, 'If you want to
pray like that, all pray', and the whole audience began to pray out loud,
all together. The effect was indescribable-not confusion, but a vast
harmony of sound and spirit, a mingling together of souls moved by
an irresistible impulse of prayer. The prayer sounded to me like the
falling of many waters, an ocean of prayer beating against God's
throne. It was not many, but one, born of one Spirit, lifted to one
Father above. Just as on the day of Pentecost, they were all together in
one place, of one accord praying, 'and suddenly there came from
heaven the sound as of the rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled all
the house where they were sitting'. God is not always in the whirlwind,
neither does He always speak in a still small voice. He came to us in
Pyengyang that night with the sound of weeping. As the prayer con
tinued, a spirit of heaviness and sorrow for sin came down upon the
audience. Over on one side, someone began to weep, and in a moment
the whole audience was weeping.

Mr Lee's account, written at the time of the revival, gives the history
of that night better than any words, however carefully penned three
year later, can do. 'Man after man would rise, confess his sins, break
down and weep, and then throw himself to the floor and beat the floor
with his fists in perfect agony of conviction. My own cook tried to
make a confession, broke down in the midst of it, and cried to me
across the room: 'Pastor, tell me, is there any hope for me, can I be
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forgiven?' and then he threw himself to the floor and wept and wept,
and almost screamed in agony. Sometimes after a confession, the
whole audience would break out in audible prayer, and thc effect of
that audience of hundreds of men praying together in audible prayer
was something indescribable. Again, after another confession, they
would break out in uncontrollable weeping, and we would all weep, wc
could not help it. And so the meeting went on until two o'clock a.m.,
with confession and weeping and praying.'

Only a few of the missionaries were present on that Monday night.
On Tuesday morning, Mr. Lee and I went from house to house telling
the good news to all who were absent (and to our Methodist friends in
the city). That noon the whole foreign community assembled to render
thanks to God.

I wish to describe the Tuesday night meeting in my own language
because a part of what happened concerned me personally. We were
aware that bad feeling existed between several of our church officers,
especially between a Mr. Kang and Mr. Kim. Mr. Kang confessed his
hatred for Mr. Kim on Monday night, but Mr. Kim was silent. At our
noon prayer-meeting on Tuesday, several of us agreed to pray for Mr.
Kim. 1 was especially interested because Mr. Kang was my assistant in
the North Pyengyang Church and Mr. Kim an elder in the Central
Church, and one of the officers in the Pyengyang Men's Association, of
which 1 was chairman. As the meeting progressed, 1 could see Mr. Kim
sitting with the elders behind the pulpit with his head down. Bowing
where I sat, 1 asked God to help him, and looking up saw him coming
forward.

Holding to the pulpit, he made his confession. 'I have been guilty of
fighting against God. An elder in the church, 1 have been guilty of
hating not only Kang You-moon, but Pang Mok-sa.' Pang Mok-sa is
my Korean name. 1 never had a greater surprise in my life. To think
that this man, my associate in the Men's Association, had been hating
me without my knowing it! It seems that 1 had said something to him
one day in the hurry of managing a school field-day exercise which
gave offence, and he had not been able to forgive me. Turning to me,
he said, 'Can you forgive me, can you pray for me?' 1 stood up and
began to pray, 'Apa-ge, Apa-ge' ('Father, Father'), and got no further.
It seemed as if the roof was lifted from the building and the Spirit of
God came down from heaven in a mighty avalanche of power upon us.
1 fell at Kim's side and wept and prayed as I had never prayed before.
My last glimpse of the audience is photographed indelibly on my brain.
Some threw themselves full length upon the floor, hundreds stood with
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ness, till shame and grief and self-loathing took complete possession;
pride was driven out, the face of men forgotten. Looking up to heaven,
to Jesus whom they had betrayed, they smote themselves and cried out
with bitter wailing: 'Lord, Lord, cast us not away forever! ' Everything
else was forgotten, nothing else mattered. The scorn of men, the
penalty of the law, even death itself seemed of small consequence if
only God forgave. We may have our theories of the desirability or
undesirability of public confession of sin. I have had mine; but I know
now that when the Spirit of God falls upon guilty souls, there will be
confession, and no power on earth can stop it.

REFORMATION STUDIES-cmltinued from page 183

Geneva, his academy, his commentaries and his constant correspon
dence, he moulded the thought and inspired the ideals of the Protes
tantism of France, the Netherlands, Scotland and the English Puritans.'

Other countries which were influenced by the Geneva Reformer
would include Poland, Hungary and America. Calvin's intellect,
education and influence ensured that 'men thought his thoughts after
him'.
arms outstretched toward heaven. Every man forgot every other. Each
was face to face with God. I can hear yet that fearful sound of
hundreds of men pleading with God for life, for mercy. The cry went
out over the city till the heathen were in consternation.

As soon as we were able, we missionaries gathered at the platform
and consulted, 'What shall we do? If we let them go on like this some
will go crazy'. Yet we dared not interfere. We had prayed to God for
an outpouring of His Spirit upon the people and it had come. Separat
ing, we went down and tried to comfort the most distressed, pulling the
agonised man to the floor and saying, 'Never mind, brother, if you have
sinned God will forgive you. Wait, and an opportunity will be given
to speak'.

Finally, Mr. Lee started a hymn and quiet was restored during the
singing. Then began a meeting the like of which I had never seen
before, nor wish to see again unless in God's sight it is absolutely
necessary. Every sin a human being can commit was publicly con
fessed that night. Pale and trembling with emotion, in agony of mind
and body, guilty souls, standing in the white light of that judgment,
saw themselves as God saw them. Their sins rose up in all their vile-

Main
Sticky Note
The reader will notice that there are several lines of text missing here. The complete/amended article has been included in the next issue (Sep/Oct 1978).
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REVELATION. lames B. Ramsey. Banner of Truth Trust, 518 pp.
£4.

This volume is a worthy addition to the Geneva series of commen
taries. Written by a Princeton man who spent his life in the work of
the pastorate and as a missionary among the Red Indians, this exposi.
tion deals only with the first eleven chapters of the Apocalypse. Never
theless, it well deserves the praise of Charles Hodge who said: H •••

this volume is adapted to spiritual edification The leading char-
acteristic of these lectures is their spirituality These lectures we
doubt not, wiLl be a lasting memorial of the man and a lasting blessing
to the Church.' Indeed, Hodge had a good deal to do with the publica
tion of the commentary after the author's death and he also provided a
35 page introduction which has, happily, been retained in this reprint.

The reader will be impressed by the balanced treatment of the text
and may not infrequently be surprised at Ramsey's refusal to adopt
interpretations that have often been taken for granted. This tends to
make the reader think for himself and imparts a practical bearing to
the commentary. This trait may be seen to good effect in the fifth
lecture which deals with 'The Visible Church: Its Authority'.

When so much of what is written on the last book of the Bible is
extravagant and fanciful, it is refreshing to turn to Ramsey for edifica
tion and help.

THE CHRISTIAN SOLDIER. D. M. L1o~d·Jones. Banner of Truth
Trust, 363 pp. £3.50.

This is a companion volume to The Christian Warfare which was
published by the Trust in November 1976. There are 26 sermons in
which the Apostolic principles underlying the prosecution of our
spiritual warfare are emphasised.

Right at the outset we are confronted with 'The Call to Battle'; and
under such headings as 'The Whole Armour of God', and dealing in
detail with each part of that armour, the preacher drills us in order
that we may be able 'to stand in the evil day'.

Each sermon is complete in and of itself and yet all 26 sermons
combine to form a timely book suitable for Christians at all stages of
spiritual growth.
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A CRUCIFIX. A Serinon upon the Passion. Thomas Adams, 30 pp.
25p.

HIS PEOPLE. William liptaft, 28 pp. 25p.
ELECTION. C. H. Spurgeon, 26 pp. 25p. Evangelical Press.

The first of these booklets is by one of the more easily read of the
Puritans. First published in 1630, it is an exposition of Ephesians 5 : 2
~'He hath given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for
a sweet-smelling savour'. Here the old-fashioned orthodox doctrine of
Christ's substitutionary death upon the Cross is expounded with great
clarity and power.

The second is a sermon on Matthew 1 : 21 by William Tiptaft which
was preached before the Mayor and Corporation of Abingdon. Tiptaft
was a forthright Calvinist and his sermon evoked an extremely harsh
response from the Arminians. The Tractarian movement's official
organ, 'The Christian Remembrancer', described it as 'a harangue
... published under the title of a sermon ... the veriest trash and most
bombastic nonsense which ever proceeded from the lips of one who
hoped to escape Bedlam'. Perhaps that 'review' is the sermon's
strongest recommendation!

The third sermon is by C. H. Spurgeon and deserves to be much
better known than it is. The Calvinism of Spurgeon is too often
ignored, particularly by his own denomination, and therefore the cir
culation of this booklet should do a vast amount of good.

A particularly pleasing feature of this exposition is that a doctrine
which has proved difficult for many is handled in a very practical
manner and the comfort to be derived from our election in Christ is
emphasised.

There can be no doubt that whether one has just started out on the
King's Highway or is almost at the gates of the City, the perusal of
this sermon will gladden the heart.

THE LAW AND THE SAINT (37 pp.). DIVINE HEALING (26 pp.).
REGENERATION (35 pp.). REPENTANCE (31 pp.). SATAN
AND HIS GOSPEL (43 pp.). A FOURFOLD SALVATION
(44 pp.). ETERNAL PUNISHMENT (36 pp.). All by A. W. Pink.
Published at 25p ea.ch by Evangelical Press.

The writings of A. W. Pink have become too well known to
readers of The Gospel Magazine to require extended introduction in



the review column. Suffice it to say that in this series we have seven
very attractively produced and modestly priced booklets which can be
used in a variety of ways, not least in personal work.

A wide variety of subjects is covered, some of which are being
debated today, whilst others are deserving of rescue from the obscurity
into which they have fallen. Pink is a reliable guide and the current
interest in his written ministry is to be warmly welcomed.

MAN OF GENEVA. E. M. Johnson. Banner of Truth Trust, 129 pp.
£1.

This is an introduction to John Calvin written in story form with
young people especially in mind. Though this reviewer does not par
ticularly like history presented in this fashion, he is bound to say that
the authoress has executed her task admirably and succeeded where
others have failed.

The book is well written, has some very fine illustrations, is attrac
tively produced and is inexpensively priced.

For the most part the historical details are accurately presented,
though on page 127, 2 and 3 John ought to have been added to
Revelation as books upon which Calvin produced no commentary.

Those who recognise the need for a simple yet reliable and sym
pathetic introduction to Calvin to be put into the hands of young
people today, can safely use this book.

THE CITY MISSION STORY. S. W. Murray. Belfast City Mission.
72 pp. 60p.

Written to mark the 150th anniversary of the Belfast City Mission,
this book provides an excellent account of the Mission's work and
witness from the time of its inception. It also shows, incidentally, some
thing of the social conditions in the city with which the missionaries
had to contend. It is interesting to note the various capacities in which
the missionary often had to act in order to meet the needs of the hour.

The work, which has survived two world wars, continues amid the
present sad conditions and shows itself to be a mission characterised
by evangelistic perseverance. In normal circumstances this book might
have a limited appeal; but since Belfast is so often in the news now, a
book which tells something of the better side of life in the city is to be
welcomed.
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