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trditorial
One ol  the Apost le Paul 's  f requent  in junct ions was "stand

l 'ast" -he kneu that  th is  is  one of  the hardest  th ines to do.  Let  us note
sorne of  h is  cal ls  to  s tand fast .

l. Stond./a.st in tlte Lord. Philippiqns 4:l
We arc to \ \ 'a tch cont inual ly  lest ,  through our  care lessness or

ne-ulect ,  the devi l  succeeds in t r ipp ing us up.  Our only  hope of  s tabi l i t t
is in union wirh rhe r:x."i:,::'J,ff,:,;[ist knew rhis we':

And my st rong rock is  He,
He only is my sure defence,
I  shal l  not  moved be".

Psalm 62 (metr ica l  vers ion)

For the Chr is t ian there can be nc l  going hack,  no y ie ld ing to
pressure of  c i rcumstances,  but  a quiet  and resolute hold ing of  our
ground.  This note runs through a l l  Paul 's  rvr i t ings;  for  instance,  he
urges h is  f r iends at  Ephesus,  "having done a l l . . .s tand"- th is  he con-
s ide red  to  be  o i  sup reme  impor tance .

2. Stand fast in Christian liberty. Galotians 5:I
Paul was keenly alert to safeguard the faith, he was well aware of

the subt let ies of  Satan.  There were some who were teaching the
necessi ty  of  submit t ing to Jewish ord inances.  Paul  says that  such
teaching obscures the v i ta l  r rurh of  the a l l -suf f ic iency of  Chr is t  for
salvat ion.

Under the Gospel  we have been brought  in to a state of
f reedom-we owe th is  ent i re ly  to the Lord Jesus Chr is t .  We must
beware of  adding anyth ing to Chr is t .  Augustus Toplady was r ight
when he taught  us to s ing "Thou must  save,  and Thou a lone".
3. Stqnd fasl in the Fqith. I Corinthiqns l6:13

Here is  the apost le 's  last  word in  th is  le t ter  to  the Cor inth ian chur-
ch- they needed th is  s t i r r ing exhortat ion,  for  they were anyth ing but  a
per fect  church.  He had d ischarged h is  own commission wi th unt i r ing
vigour ,  being set  for  the defence of  the Gospel ;  now he urges them to
take  up  the  same f i gh t .

Satan's purpose is plainly to tamper with the faith once delivered to
the saints.  I t  is  our  c lear  duty to s tand fast ,  to  refuse to be moved,  and
earnestly to contend. We should treasure our convictions as never
before, in a day when it is very much a matter of "change for change's
sake".

145



146 The Gospel Magazine

The Day of Trouble
TITUS E .  LAURIE

"Catt upon ')Ie in rtte'l;:,:,,",1:';;:l!';:,;:i,:,';';';;'er thee and tttou sttatt

An address given in 1902 at the nor+ defunct Clifton Conference in
Bristol.

We al l  have t imes of  t rouble and d is t ress in  th is  u 'or ld ,  r ight ly  ca l led
a 'vale of tears', and a place of trial and temptations. Holl sweet to be
able to look up to the Lord in our deepest sorrow, fully assured of the
comforting promise of our text. What a source of true joy is real
religion when we have learned to trust our Bible as the very word of
our heavenly Father to our souls! Consider-

I. The called ones.

These are, in a word, God's own beloved and chosen people. "Elect

according to the foreknowledge of God the Fhther through sanctif ica-
t ion of  the Spir i t ,  unto obedience and spr ink l ing of  the b lood of  Jesus
Christ." The chosen in Christ according to God's purpose before the
foundation of the world, these are in due time called by His grace,

made wil l ing to obey the call ing, and are thus, by the power of the
Divine Spirit, brought out of darkness into the glorious l iberty of the
children of God. To these, His beloved family, our heavenly Father
speaks in the words of the text-"call on Me". If we read our Bibles in
the l ight of Cod's Spirit, we shall f ind the whole of divine revelation is
spoken to the family of God. The promises are for Cod's children; the
precepts are given to the household of God; and the mansions above

are made ready for a prepared and purchased people. The Lord ma.v

well say to these "call upon Me in the day of trouble" for thel' alone
can do so,  being no longer dead in t respasses and s ins,  but  quickened

and made to feel soul troubles, unknou'n to others.

2. The Call,

This is the cry the Holy Ghost puts in the hearts and on the l ips of

God's children. It is the marked characteristic of "the election of
grace". "Behold, he prayeth." lt has been well said by an old writer,
"God has no sti l l-born children"; sooner or later they all cry to Him

and He loves to heai their voice. "Let me hear thy voice, let me see thy
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," . . ,  ,o ,  sweet  is  thy voice and thy countenance is  comely."  Blessed
l .ord,  can i t  be so,  that  Thou lovest  to  hear  the cry of  those who are so
rebel l ious and forget fu l ,  so ungratefu l? Yes,  i t  is  wr i t ten "Come unto
\ le .  a l l  ye t t rat  are weary and heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive you rest" .
The Lord is  never  weary of  l is tening to the cry of  His l i t t le  ones;  He is
ever rnore wil l ing to hear than we to pray, and giveth more than we
. ' i ther  desi re or  deserve.

l. Tlte One called upon.

Our Father in heaven, our Three-One Covenant-keeping God. lt is
no less a Being than Jehovah in His Tr in i ty  of  Persons Who graciously
5ays to His e lect ,  "ca l l  upon Nle in  the day of  t rouble"  and i t  is  our
del ight ,  as wel l  as our  pr iv i lege,  to  do so.  Surely ,  the beloved chi ld
fears not the presence of the lor, ' ing and indulgent parent. We need the
Father's eternal and preserving love. We cannot do without redeeming
blood, and a daily cleansing in the opened fountain; and how ignorant
and lost and comfortless are we without the gracious Spirit 's quicken-
ing power and cheering guidance. We love and wash and clothe and
feed and teach our  chi ldren,  and wi l l  God do less? No!  " I f  ye,  being
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
shall your heavenly Father give good things to those who ask Him?"

4. The Promise.
"I wil l deliver." How sure is such a promise spoken by our

covenant-keeping Cod. How calmly may we rest on such a word as
this and knon that it wil l surely come true. "God's shalls and wil ls"
are ever the sheet-anchors of the household of faith. "Hath He
spoken, and shall He not do it? Hath He promised, and shall i t not
come to pass?" "God is not a man that He should l ie, or the son of
man that He should repent." God has said to each of His children, "I

wil l deliver thee", thus deliverance by grace is certain; but He has also
said, "Your ways are not my ways, nor my thoughts your thoughts".
Thus, perhaps not in the way we expect or wish, but in His own best
way, "the t-ord wil l provide". "I wil l deliver" from the mouth of God
is suf f ic ient .  Yes,  Lord i t  is  enoush!  Al l  wi l l  be wel l .

5. The day of trouble.

This world is a vale of tears, and "man is born unto trouble as the
sparks fly upward". We find it in both the Old and New Testaments.
It is an undoubted fact that "we must through much tribulation enter
the kingdom". Think is not strange when the fiery trial falls upon you.
Such is the lot of God's children here unon earth.
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Why should I complain of want or distress,
Temptat ion or  pain? He to ld me no less;

The hei rs  of  sa lvat ion,  I  know f rom His Word,
Through much t r ibu lat ion must  fo l low thei r  Lord.

The day of  t rouble to God's fami ly  is  not  the same as the day of

t rouble to the wor ld.  True,  both have temporal  t r ia ls ,  and thus "one

even r  happene th  a l i ke  ro  a l l "  bu t  cod ' :  cho .e t t  ones  ha r  e  sou l

t roubles that  the wor ld knows noth ing of  ;  and thei r  Father  sends thent

these  i n  o rde r  t ha t  He  may  hea r  t he i r  I o i ces - " ca l l  t r pon  \ l e  i n  t he

day of trouble".

6. The assurance.
"Thou shal t  g lor i fy  Me."  Oh,  what  a b lessed assurance!  You,  poor

as you are, helpless and sinful, and backsliding as you feel yourself to
be, even you, "shall glorify Me". How can this be done? How is it
possible? Thou shalt glorify Me in the day of trouble, in the furnace of

affl iction, in the vale of tears, by trusting to My finished work on

Calvary, by resting on it alone for salvation, by fleeing daily to the

blood shed for cleansing-thus shalt thou glorify Me down here, and
presently, when the pilgrimage is ended and the work assigned to thee

on earth is done, then, in the kingdom of glory, in the home of My
Father, thou shalt glorify Me throughout the ages of eternity.

Believing friends, we have here matter for close self-examination.
Are we quickened into spiritual l i fe by God the Holy Ghost, and do we
delight to cry unto our God? Days of trouble and of sorrow-dark
days-are sure to come sooner or later. Are we ready to glorify God in

the fires? Are we satisfied if only this object can be attained-God's
glory-whether the way in which He has decreed it shall be brought
about be pleasing to flesh or not? May it be granted to each one of us
to know that we belong to Christ; then our text wil l be a word of true

comfor t .  "Cal l  upon Me in the day of  t rouble;  I  wi l l  de l iver  thee,  and
thou shalt glorify Me."

No men are shot at more by Satan than ministers.

Robert Trqill.
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Christ Revealed to the
Regenerate

CANON ARTHUR BENNETT

Thoughts from Galatians l

The Gospel is that which distinguishes Christianity from all other
religions. When Paul said, 'If any one is preaching to you a gospel
contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed' (l:9), he was
touching the heart of Christian belief and challenging every faith that
springs from human reason. It is therefore important to know what is
the nature of the gospel.

What the gospel is not.

It is not of human design. The mind of fallen man cannot invent or
produce it. It is not of human character. It does not course through
man as a channel. If Jesus had possessed only a human nature there
would have been no gospel. The gospel is not a mere record of facts
concerning his historic person. His teaching, miracles, holy l i fe do not
constitute the gospel. Cospel preaching is not an exercise that sets out
certain events that happened in Palestine two thousand years ago. Nor
is the gospel to be understood in terms of a so-called social-polit ical
l iberation theology. Further, to speak of gospel-truth as a standard of
veracity is not the gospel. All these may have their place in Christian
thought, but the scriptures are much more precise in their definit ion.

What the gospel is.

First, it is a revelation, divinely wil led, given, authenticated and
protected. The gospel Paul preached was that which he had received
f rom God  ( l : 11 ,12 ,  cp .  1  Co r .  15 :1 ,3 ) .  I t  i s  r oo ted  i n  God ' s  be ing ,  and
as there is but one God there can be only one gospel. It springs from
His divine nature and character, and as He is unchangeable so is the
gospel. It is communicated by His power and operates in the sphere of
grace. All other gospels cannot permanently l i ft the slightest burden
from heart and conscience, but lead men to ruin as Bunyan's pilgrim
found on his way to the cross.

Secondly, the gospel is a redemption. Its essence is deliverance, the
setting free of those in bondage to Satan, sin, guilt and death. The
gospel is God's plan, or revealed mystery, of salvation in regard to
redemption. It is this that makes it glad tidings, the 'happy sound'. It

t49
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has to do with the 'present evil r.r 'orld' and the world of evil in man
( l :4) .  In  i ts  s implest  form i t  proc la ims that  'Chr is t  d ied for  our  s ins '  ( l

Cor .  l5 :3) .  I t  drarvs at tent ion to the t 'act  of  His death and the purpose

for  nhich He d ied.  This,  says Paul .  is  of  f i rs t  in tpor tance.  Al l  o ther
Chr is t ian doctr ines hang upon i t .  The cncl  f 'or  r . rh ich Chr is t  cane into
the wor ld was not  only  to reveal  the Fathcr  or  to  t r i t tmpl ' t  o ' " 'er  death,
but  to  bear  the curse of  s in and make a r iar  back lo  Clod lhrot te l t  i l
rescue operat ion.

Such a del iverer  must  possess the fu lness of  the Ciodhcad i l  i tc  i :  i t r
radiate saving g lory.  Chr is t  a lone as the God-nran f t r l f i ls  that  o l t ice.
He is  both g i f t  and g iver .  His death is  for  our  l i l 'e ,  His b lood t 'or  our
s ins,  His v ic tory for  God's g lory.  But  even His voluntary death uould
not  avai l  for  s in unless i t  u 'as wi l led by God the Father  ( l :4) .

That  'Chr is t  d ied '  is  a fact .  But  a l l  men d ie.  Thousands have been
crucified. The difference lies not in the manner in which He met his
death,  or  the nature of  His physical  suf fer ings,  or  the spi r i t  in  which
He died.  Those e lements do not  cc lnst i tu te the atonement .  The essence
of His redeeming act l ies in the Person of Him who gave himself up to
the cross.  I f  he had been a mere man his  b lood would have no eternal
merit or virtue.

It is because of what He rs that His death is sufficient for all men for
a l l t ime.  Wi l l iam Sawtree,  burned in 1401 as the f i rs t  Smithf ie ld mar-
tyr ,  saw th is  t ruth c lear ly .  At  h is  burn ing he said,  ' lnstead of  ador ing
the cross on which Christ suffered, I adore the Christ rvho suffered on
i t ' .  Many t raders,  so ld iers,  t ravel lers crossed the r iver  Rubicon that
separated Gaul from Italy and life continued undisturbed. But when

Jul ius Caesar went  over  i t  war  broke out  wi th Rome. The being o1 a
person g ives s igni f icance to an act .  Paul  sees the b lood of  Chr is t  as the
blood of God (Acts 20:28). The message of the gospel contains that
fact.

Because of  Chr is t 's  subst i tu te death on man's behal f  the cross
meant a change in God's relation to the sinner. tsy it God is reconciled
to fa l len man.  The Lamb turns arvay God's urath.  \ rVhen th is  t ruth ls
grasped man's hear t  breaks and he f ind h imsel l '  reconci led to the

Father. 'All my theology is summed up in four rvords,' said the dying

Spurgeon-'Jesus died for me.' But He did not die because of our

r ighteousness or  hol iness.  Luther 's  d i lemma, 'When have I  done

enough?'confronts every person rvho tries by good works to recom-
mend hirnself to God. There is no point when he can say, 'I have arriv-

ed'. God cannot be put in our debt. Guilty and impotent rebels can do

no good acceptable to God apart  f rom Chr is t 's  grace.  Jesus d id not
die to help good men but to save bad. And no one i5 53r/ed unti l he is

drawn into the arms of everlasting mercy.
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'f 
he outcome is, then, grace-the remission of sins; and peace-the

quiet ing of  conscience ( l :3) .  'These two words conta in the sum of  the

-sospel', said Luther. Grace is the instrument of salvation. lt springs
trom the heart of God brimming over with saving love and joy. It is
made effective by the shed blood of Jesus. Peace is the effect of that
grace worked into the soul as it rests all on its Saviour. The un-
converted do not know this. The saved reioice ih it.

The sinner's regeneration

From deep personal experience Paul grasped the truth that the
soul's regeneration is by God's premeditated act and that it is preserv-
ed in a saved condition by grace. He is constantly contrasting what he
uas wi th what  in  Chr is t  he became. His test imony to Jews and to
Agrippa (Acts 22 and 26) shows how completely Cod's mercy had
overwhelmed and broken h im down (Phi l ipp ians 3: l -14 and I  T im.
l:12-16). Unsought, the gospel had come to him by revelation as one
who had no righteousness of his own. On the Damascus road he had
been confronted by the cross.  Jesus d id not  say to h im,  ' I  am Messiah,
Lord, Son of God', but, ' I am Jesus'. The logic of that simple state-
ment brought home to Saul the terrible nature of Christ's crucifixion.
He realised that He who died on Calvary was now risen and glorif ied.
Saul and his nation has thus been guilty of man's worst crime-the
murder of the divine Son. Hence, the blood that was shed must have
eternal merit, as it belonged to the eternal Person dying in the human
form of  a s lave but  now era l ted r , r ' i th  a Name beyond a l l  o thers (Phi l ip-
pians 2:6-9). Yet this same divine Son had by the Father's wil l come to
him as a Saviour. In that knowledge Saul became for a time a blind
broken man.

The essence of the revelation he received is embodied in the preposi-
t ion t ranslated ' in '  o f  Galat ians l :16.  I t  has three meaninss.

I. Jesus has been revealed 'to' me.

Paul claims that the gospel came to him as 'a revelation of Jesus
Chr is t ' ,  1 :12.  Jesus had unvei led Himsel f  in  His Saviourhood.  Paul  is
saying, ' l  would never have known the gospel unless Christ had first
found me.' Prior to his conversion he had an intellectual knowledge of
Christianity through interrogation of Christians. He lacked what
Jonathan Edwards called 'The sense of the heart', that divine super-
natural l ight which reveals the saving glory of Christ to the sinner. Un-
ti l that happens the unredeemed man is a walking corpse.

First, this means that I must see myself as a sinful person, for I can-
not appreciate what I have been saved /o unless I appreciate what I
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have been savedfrom. As an insolent unbeliever, Saul realised on the
Damascus road that the drift of his l i fe had been wholly against
Christ. But God called him to grace to find mercy. He saw that the
essence of sin is self-service. The law of the natural man is 'Please

myself '. He lives in a room of mirrors. Turn where he wil l, he sees and
serves himself. He may not be as shameless as the unconverted
drunken Vicar  Pr i tchard of  L landovery who sau'  h imsel f  in  a goat  he
had intox icated,  and through i t  came to Chr is t .  Yet  a i l  u i thout  . iesLrs
are in God's sight as the greatest sinner.

Secondly, in regeneration God reveals His Son to a selected person.

He is  chosen for  sa lvat ion by the eternal  counsels of  God.  To be
'separated f rom my mother 's  womb'(1:15)  does not  mean,  f rom the
moment of conception, or after I was born, but from before I had any
l i fe  of  my own,  as Jeremiah l :5  (cp.  Isa iah 49: l ) .  Paul  grasped the
shattering humbling truth that in Christ the Father had regenerated him

before his prior earthly existence. He was, even while persecuting
Christians, standing over Stephen, haling men and women to prison,
already in the Father's thought chosen to salvation as one of the 'other

sheep'  (Acts 22:14 and John l0:16) .  Outs ide Damascus the vei l  fe l l
from the eyes of Saul the Pharisee and he became Paul the Christian.
So it is with all found of Jesus. They are saved by God's abounding
grace.

Salvation is in origin, execution and continuance entirely the pre-
rogative and work of God. It is He, as Calvin says, who makes the un-
wil l ing wil l ing. As Jesus gave power to the man with the rvithered
hand to stretch it out in an action he had hitherto been unable to do at
the same moment He commanded him to do it, so does the sinner
receive grace and truth to come to Christ.

2. Jesus has revealed himself in' me.

The essent ia l  Chr is t ian exper ience is  being able to say,  'You ask me
how I  know He l ives,  He l ives wi th in my heart ' .  Chr is t  is  in  the
believer as water is in the fish and the fish in water, as the bird is the
air and air is in the bird. Just as no walls or door could prevent the
risen Jesus entering the Upper Room so He comes to the regenerate. A
Chr is t ian is  one who knows h imsel f  as the abode of  Jesus.  He is  in  h im
as sap is  in  the t ree and b lood in the body.  By Him, through Him, and
in Him he lives as a spiritual being. New life surging through the whole
person justif ies him being called a Christian. With such a one the mir-
rors have been changed into windows through which he sees God's
glory. To imitate Christ's example, even if possible, does not make a
man a Christian. To be given paints, brushes, a palette and fre told to
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fl-produce Constable's 'Hay-wain' may result in a good counterfeit.
But it would not be the real thing unless Constable's mind and spirit
\\ cre to possess him and make him as the painter. It is only by the ind-
u ell ing spirit of the Lord that we are changed from glory into glory (2
C o r .  3 :  l 8 ) .

3. Jesus is revealed 'through'me.

The  te rm ' i n ' has  th i s  f o r ce  i n  Ga l .  l : 16 ,  I  T im ,  1 :16 ,  and  o the r
passages where i t  is  t ranslated 'by 'or  ' through' .  This  is  the purpose of
regenerat ion in  terms of  ear th ly  l iv ing.  Paul  reminds us that  the Father
reveals His Son to us ' in  order  that '  (v .  l6)  we might  make h im known
to others. Grace and truth come by Jesus Christ but are channelled
through believers in an every-Christian ministry of grace, Acts 20:24,
26 :16 ,18 ) .  The  one  ca l l ed ,  as  a l lCh r i s t i ans  a re ,  t o  be  an  apos t l e  (1 : l ) ,
is  the one who is  la ter  sent .

Jesus is disclosed to us in His saving love for the purpose of bring-
ing the gospel  to  others (Phi l .  I  :20,  27)  We do so in  the way we l ive,
the standards we adopt, the things we renounce as inexpedient, the
delights in God's disciplines and ordinances. 'I bear in my body the
marks of  the Lord Jesus ' ,  says Paul  (Gal .6:17) ,  and that  notonlythe
scars of sufferings. If the master of a Roman slave wanted to send a
secret message he sometimes caused the slave's head to be shaved, tat-
toed the missive, allowed the hair to grow, then sent him on his
journey bearing in his person the word of his lord. We glorify the
divine Son by our l ives, as we carry His gospel grace.

Jesus is also disclosed to us that we may proclaim him orally. Paul
was conscious of  being 'separated unto the gospel 'as the s lave of
. lesus (Rom. l :  l ) .  He saw th is  as par t  of  Chr is t 's  g ivenness (Eph.  3:7,8) .
Jesus demonstrates His love and mercy to us in order that through
them others may bel ieve ( l  T im.  1:16) .  There is  in f low and out f low.
Once, when George V was in Canada and about to broadcast, a main
wire snapped, but an engineer took up the broken ends and the
message passed out through him. We are not only to believe and to
live, but also to proclaim, and our witness to others of Christ's saving
grace evidences the reality of our regeneration. The gospel as a deposit
has been entrusted to us. We are its stewards and are to be faithful and
wise in excercising our charge.

Every Christian has a duty to make the gospel known. 'If I were out
of prison to-day, I would preach the gospel again to-morrow', said Bun-
yan to Justice Keen. There must be an urgency to proclaim it, for it is
the only hope for sinful men. Seneca, the Roman writer of Paul's day,
described how he felt himself in all his wrongs as a man at the bottom
of a pit unable to escape unless some one let down a hand and pulled
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him out .  Ours is  that  hand in the hand of  Jesus.  'They g lor i f ied God in
me', says Paul, not in regard to his conversion or the great gain to the
church, but because of the triumph of grace and his preaching the
faith ( I :23,24).

FOUR IMPORTANT TRUTHS

I. The sinner's regeneration is to be understood on the ground of
g,rqce.

Grace works before faith arises. God is the giver of all grace and His
purpose in reaching the heart is that we might share His eternal glory

( l  Pet .  5 :10) .  But  regenerat ion does not  come because of  fa i th ,  other-
wise faith is 'works'. The unconverted must pray for grace before he
prays for faith. Some people say, 'If only I could believe, then I would

know'. Hence they strive to get faith. But faith in Jesus springs from

God-bestowed grace that is other than flesh and blood can provide
(Eph. 2:8). God alone puts us right with Himself through faith, but
faith as the instrument is itself God's gift. We can no more manufact-

ture saving faith than a spider can spin a castle out of its body. The
regenerate is one who has been spirtually enlightened (Heb. 6:5'

10:32). A clear unsull ied supernatural l ight has flooded his soul, and he

becomes convinced of the truth of the gospel. 'We have known and

bel ieved' ,  says John,  and in that  order  ( l  John 4:  l6) .  'Now are we sure
that thou knowest all things...by this we believe that thou comest

forth from God', said the apostles (John l6:30). Men talk about a
'leap of faith', but faith is not neccessarily the beginning of

knowledge. C. K. Barrett remarks that 'Faith in Christ is not merely

diff icult apart from God, it is impossible'. Grace alone works, and as

it overflows from the heart of God it f i l ls the soul with faith and love

in  Ch r i s t  ( l  T im .  l : 13 f . ) .

2. A scripture understqnding of grace humili(ttes the soul'

The greatest saint must needs say, 'Who am I that the Beloved

should visit me? I am nothing, have nothing, can be nothing apart

from Him'. With him grace reigns. In his masterpiece, Bunyan por-

trays the valley of humiliation as a place where the master has his

house and loves to dwell, walking there in fellowship with the redeem-

ed. But the way down is harder than the way up. Because sin remains

in the heart of a Christian he is called to a l ife of continual repentance,

and in this l i fe he comes to know the convicting work of the Holy

Spirit and the power of Christ's cleansing blood. Repentance and faith

are God's marvellous gifts of grace, and open the door to more grace'



The Gospel lVlagazine 155

3. God's fore-ordained regeneration brings hope.

\lany pray long and often for the conversion of loved ones and
lr iends,  but  noth ing seems to happen and they are tempted to cease in-
rcrceding for  them. But  unknown to them the one they pray for  may
he already regenerate in God's mind as the 'other sheep', and that in
t in ie he wi l l  be brought  home, perhaps even af ter  the pray-er 's  death.
.\n old Scots Presbyterian died and three sons gathered in the farm-
house over  the wi l l .  The younger asked only for  h is  father 's  f i res ide
chair, for in his prodigal wanderings he could not forget that night
after night he was there prayed for. 'And now', he said, 'my father's
God is  going to be my God. '

4. An understanding of God's grace lrclps us to see the need of the
world.

Unredeemed man has no gospel. He has no answer to his own or the
ivor ld 's  problems ancl  needs.  He is  l ike the dy ing cab dr iver ,  wi th a
runaway horse,  who cal ied out ,  ' I 'm on the down-grade and cannot
reach the brake'. Some people think they have a gospel, but it is only a
mis leading impotent  idea.  Just  as min is ters have no other  author i ty
than to preach from the Bible, so Christians have only one remedy for
the i l ls of mankind-the redeeming love of Jesus made known
through the gospel to men by grace. A Chinese Christian once prayed,
'Lord, make me a stake in Thy road that others may pass over me to
Thee'. It is for this end that God has been pleased to separate, call,
reveal  His Son to,  in ,  and through us.  To Him be the g lory.

Preparation For Mission
W. J.  PARKER

The work of a Christian minister is twofold. He is f irst of all to be
a preacher of the Gospel, that men might be converted and come to a
knowledge of the Saviour. He is also a Pastor, having the spiritual over-
sight of the congregation to which he has been appointed. In the New
Testament we can see examples of how apostles and other evangelists
often visited the churches to give additional encouragement in these
two spheres of witness.

A minister with a church does not witness in a vacuum. The context
of his work is the Church, the divine witnessing community of which
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he is the servant. His success largely depends on the state of the

church.  Not ,  of  course,  on i ts  ef f ic ient  organsiat ion '  but  upon i ts

spiritual fervour and growth. His message must be tempered accor-

ding to this. Consider the New Testament preaching:

I. John the Baptist. John preached to the Jews, the Old Testament

Church, to which the Messiah was about to come. He preached repen-

tance. Why? Because the Jews were not ready for the Messiah. John

spoke radically of their institutions. They had a baptism. He therefore

said "I indeed baptise you with water, but He shall baptise you with

the Holy Ghost and with fire". Those Jews were self-satisfied, proud

of their call ing and national position as God's people. They despised

others and were ever ready to join in a plot against their rulers in the

Empire. But John had to call them back to spiritual realit ies. He called

for personal repentance, and a return to the Messianic language of the

Old Testament, "the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the

wor ld" .

2. Peter, by contrast, preached to the people at Pentecost. His

background was that of the small but united church, witnessing to the

resurrection of Christ, and fi l led with the Holy Spirit. The result was

three thousand conversions that day.
The Holy Spirit gave power to his address as he witnessed to what

Cod had done in Christ on the Cross, dying for the sins of men; what

He had done in the garden tomb when He raised Christ from the dead;

and what He had done earlier that same day of Pentecost when the

apostles spoke the Gospel to people from all over the Empire in their

own languages, by the Spirit 's power. This witness was not con-

tradicted by the church before the watching world. The truth preach-

ed. and the faithful united witness, made a birthday situation for the

church.

3. Next we consider Paut. He preached throughout the Empire' But by

this time there was the background of a mixed church. All christian

preachers have been in the same situation, more or less, ever since'
i 'aul set out on his missionary journeys. But' as he went, he had to set

the churches right on many points. The first group of his Epistles were

written for this purpose-as well, of course' as to build them up in the

one faith.
To the Thessalonians he wrote to maintain moral standards, and to

ground them in God's plan for t ime and eternity. First the Gospel was

to be preached everywhere, and then the Lord Jesus Christ would
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come again, reuniting us with loved ones, and setting up His eternal
and r ighteous k ingdom.

To the Galatians he wrote to emphasize that Christianity is not
another form of bondage, as the Jews were under bondage to the Law.
The Gospel is justif ication by faith through the free gift of God's
forg iveness,  on account  of  Chr is t 's  work on the cross.  And i t  is  for
Jer.vs and Gentiles alike.

To the Corinthians he wrote, again warning of sexual laxity. Chris-
tians must maintain ethical standards-he discussed marriage pro-
blems and divorce. He aiso had much to say about party spirit in the
Church; it was to be condemned altogether. The Gospel is a message
of reconcil iation. If with God, then with brethren also. There was also
the growing perversion of the gift of tongues by which the Apostles
had preached at  Pentecost ;  i t  must  be contro l led.

To the Romans he wrote to prepare them for his visit. This epistle is
the most beautiful and comprehensive statement of the Gospel in all
Paul's writ ings. The Cospel of Christ is the power of God to salvation
to every one that believeth. The righteous shall l ive by his faith. The
Gentiles have become morally perverse, the Jews are condemned by
their law; all are in complete bondage to sin. But God's people are
justif ied by their faith. The true results of a work of the Holy Spirit
are faith in Christ as Saviour, peace with God, transformation of
character into the l ikeness of Christ, and consecration to the service of
God.

Paul, in addition to these explanations, gave them this commis-
sion-"Brethren, pray for us". To Timothy, he repeated the same in-
struction, "l wil l that men pray everywhere, l i ft ing up holy hands".

So Paul's witness was based on an instructed Church which, though
imperfect, was given clear guidance by the Apostles of God's perfect
wi l l .

To-day, as we face our ministerial task of preaching the Gospel, we
also must call the church to be involved by its consistency and loyalty
to the heavenly call ing.

l� The Church must be AWAKE to the problems and opportunities of
to-day. The call is "Go into all the world and preach the Gospel". The
promise is sti l l  "I am with you always even to the end".

2. The Church must be AWARE of the abiding principles of God's
Reveiation. "To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not accor-
ding to this word, it is because there is no l ight in them."

3. ALIVE to the challenge of Gospel morality. Love your enemies;
forgive, as you would be forgiven; humble yourselves under the
mighty hand of God, and He wil l exalt you in due course. In preparing
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Christ's way we are to teach the people Iobe open to God by example
as wel l  as by word.

4.  Always ASKING God to b less in  prayer .  Paul 's  word " instant"  in

prayer is translated faithful, or constant, at all t imes, persevering, con-

tinuing steadfast. The word used by Paul meant to give oneself con-

tinually to a thing. There is no greater thing any of us can do when

someone is going to preach the Cospel, than to pray for him' To pra-v

that  God in His sovereignty wi l l  use h is  words to the saving of  souls '

Psalm 99 has a wonderful message for us. "Moses and Aaron among

his pr iests,  and Samuel  among them that  ca l l  upon h is  name: they cal l -

ed upon the Lord and he answered them'"  "The Lord re igneth;  le t  the

people t remble."

Old Testament Studies
JACOB

MAURICE HANDFORD

Jacob, though he was one of the greatest patriarchs, was in some

respects the least attractive of them all, for he was not without some
very glaring faults. He fi lched the birthright from Esau and secured
his father's blessing by false pretences. He was crafty, selfish and

worldly, having a shrewcl eye to business and to self. He was a swindler

and a-cheat  and matched h is  wi ts  against  h is  opponents,  possessing

great powers of scheming. Shifty ways and evasion were the weapons

he used with considerable success in the prosecution of his designs. t{e

was also a great f ighter and had never known defeat unti l his en-

counter at Peniel; there he was conquered and subdued, and given a

new name-Israel (a prince with God)' Yet no Old Testament saint

saw more of the favour and forgiveness of God than did Jacob ' In old

age, as he reviewed his l i fe, he had need to pray, l ike David:

My sins and faults of Youtlr
Do Thou, O I'ord, forget;

Afler Tltl: goodness think on me,
And for 7-ltY goodness great-

Psalm 25:7 (metrical version)

It is interesting to note that, out of all the incidents in Jacob's l ife,

the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews selects his dying hour as the

greatest i l lustration of his faith-he "worshipped. Ieaning upon the
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; . rp of  h is  s taf f "  (11:21) .  No ment ion is  made in th is  great  chapter  of

:he great events in his l i fe such as the vision at Bethel, the wrestl ing at
labbok,  or  h is  many t r ia ls ;  the one point  to  which our  at tent ion is

. i rau 'n is  the fact  that  he d ied in  the act  of  worship.  Worship is  the

highest  funct ion of  the soul - i t  is  the act iv i ty  of  those who surround

r i re throne of  heaven (see Isa iah 6:2,3) .

Round the Lord in glorY seated,
Cherubim and SeraPhim

Filled His tentPle, and rePeated
Eaclt to each the alternate hYmn:

"Lord, Thlt glorY fills the Heaven;
Earth is with its fulness stored;

Unto Thee be glorY given,
Holy, holy, holY, Lord!"

(Richard Mant ,  1837)

We, too, shall do well to ensure that we worship the triune God "in

spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him". God
wants our worship before our service.

Jacob died far from the land of his birth and the scenes of his
pilgrimage. He was granted a quiet eventide after a stormy and troubl-

ed day, God graciously providing for his material needs.

THE GOD OF PROVIDENCE

Jacob died rejoicing in the goodness of God-"the God Who fed

me al l  my l i fe  long unto th is  day"  (Gen.  48:  l5) .  He dwel t  on God's
watchful care of him during the dark and troubled days of his
pilgrimage. He doubtless loved to trace God's hand amid all the

vicissitudes of l i fe.
Joseph hastened to his father's side and took his two sons,

Manasseh and Ephrainl, that they might profit by the dying man's
words and receive h is  b less ing.  As Jacob b lessed Joseph's sons and re-

counted God's goodness he leaned upon his staff. He did this because
he was frail and needed support, but the staff itself reminded him of

God's never fail ing care. Years before, he had said "with my staff I
passed over this Jordan, and now I am become two bands" (Gen.

32:10). The staff was the symbol of God's dealings with him. It

reminded him of how he went, a l imping cripple, from Peniel and how
prayer had prevailed. It was the same staff on which he had leaned
when bowed with grief at his successive trials, when Joseph and Si-
meon had been taken from him, and he was laced with losing Ben-
jamin also. It was a memento of prosperity and adversity alike; it aid-
ed his memory in recall ing unnumbered mercies.



160 The Gospel Magazine

Like Jacob,  we should re jo ice in  the God of  prov idence,  and at  the
same time make our prayer "keep us, we beseech Thee, under the pro-
tection of Thy good providence".

THE GOD OF REDEMPTION

Jacob worshipped a God Who not only provides but, more impor-
tant, Who redeems-see Genesis 48: I 6. Once he had wrestled rvil h the
Angel at Jabbok, and now he sees the Angel redeeming.

L ike Abraham, he saw Chr is t 's  Day afar  of f  and was g lad- the
music of His Name refreshed his soul in death. Before taking a fond
farewell of his children, he thought of his own soul and the great

unknown upon which he was about to enter. His thoughls dwelt much
on Cod's redempt ion,  and in the midst  of  b less ing h is  chi ldren he er-
c la imed " I  have wai ted for  Thy salvat ion,  O Lord"  (Gen.  49:18) .  L ike
the aged Simeon of a later day he breathed away his spirit in triumph,
"for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation" (Luke 2:30).

"Jacob,  when he was a-dying. . .worshipped."  Weak and weary,  h is
st rength exhausted,  he spent  h is  last  moments on ear th in  worship.
Leaning upon his staff, he was absorbed in the remembrance of a
covenant-keeping God- lost  in  wonder,  love and pra ise.  Worship
was his last act on earth and his first in heaven, when he joined the in-
numerable company who before the eternal throne exclaim "Thou art
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power". If we rvould
join that company we must know Him now by faith.

So passed over this great patriarch who through abounding grace
became a prince with God.

"Happy is he who hqs the God of Jacob "for his help, whose hope is
in the Lord his God." (Psalm 146:5).

Temptation.

A study of the tactics of the devil in the temptation of our Lord wil l
help the believer to recognise his approach. Christ was offered
sustenance without dependence (Matt. 4:3); preservation apart from

obedience (Matt. 4:6); and glory without suffering (Matt. 4:9).
To all such temptations our Lord resorted to the Word of God, and

thus left us an example.
A. P. Gibbs.



Tlte Gospel Ilaga:ine

The Gospel in u Sentence
HUC'JH J.  BLAIR

There are nlany verses in the Bible which give a wonderfui summary
.) i  the Cospel .  For  erample,  Ephesians 2:8-"By grace are ye saved
i i r rough fa i th ;  and that  not  of  yourselves:  i t  is  the g i f t  o f  God."  Or,
( ia lat ians 2:20-"1 am cruci f ied wi th Chr is t :  never theless I  l ive;  yet
not I, but Christ l iveth in me: and the l ife which I now live in the flesh
I  i ivc by the fa i th  of  the Son of  Cod,  rvho Ioved me,  and gave Himsel f
i ' t ) r  m€ . " . 1 .  S .  S te rva r t  asks , ' I f  you  were  to  t r y  t o f i ndas ing lesen tence
*hicl-r would gather up into itself these central and decisive things by
nhich you l ive,  could any bet ter  words be fashioned than ihese of  the
seei 'o f  Revelat ion? "Unto Him that  ioved us,  and washed us f rom our
: ins in  His own biood,  and hath made us k ings and pr iests unto God
and His Father ;  to  Him be g lory and dominion for  ever  and ever .
Amen."  '-I-here 

are many, many more, and it is surel.v significant that Paul in
his letters to Timothy and Titus cotnes back again and again to the
basic t ruths of  the Gospel ,  for  example,  in  I  T imothy l :15,  T i tus 3:5,
and in a passage in 2 Timothy 1:  8,9,  to  which I  want  to draw par-
ticular attention in this study. Paui knerv that his day for preaching the
C'iospel was fast running out: he was like the preacher who said that he
preached as a dying man to dying men. If a preacher knew that he had
only one more sermon to preach, would it not be on some such text as
these, where the whole of the Gospel is summarised in a few lines?

The passage in 2 Timothy l :  8 ,  9 reads:
" . . . .be thou par taker  of  the af f l ic t ions of  the gospel  accor-
ding to the power of God, Who hath saved us, and called us
rvith a holy call ing, not according to our works, but according
to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the wor ld began. . . "

There we have it all. But one of the diff iculties about a passage
r.vhich contains so much is horv to arrange the wealth of truth that is in
it: every sentence, every phrase, every rvord is significant, and we
could spend time on them all. There is one phrase rvhich occurs three
times in these verses which can be taken as a framework for our study
and help us to organise the wealth that is here-the phrase "according

t o . . .  "

l. The Cospel is "according to the power of God"
We can think of the power of God as manifested in many ways. The

wonder of the Universe, for example, and God's control of all that He

l 6 l
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has made, is a constant reminder of His power' But Paul again and
again seizes on man's salvation as the thing that really manifests
God's power.  The gospel  is  " the power of  God unto salvat ion. . . "
Here is where God's power is seen most wonderfully'

Paul refers to two things here that God's power does-"who hath

saved us, and called us with an holy call ing."
"He saved us."  That  is  so cer ta in and so def in i te  that ,  l ike many of

the verbs in this chapter it is found in the Greek aorist tense' This is

something surely and unalterably accomplished. Some people hesitate
to describe the Christian l ife in terms of being saved. They wil l talk
about being religious, about being Church members, even about being

Christians; but they wil l not talk about being saved. Let us get this

straight: the Gospel is about being saved. Sin holds men in its grasp;

they need to be saved from that. The sinner is under the wrath and

curse of  God; .  he needs to be saved f rom that .  Hel l  is  a dread real i ty ;

and we need to be saved from that. Thank God there is a Gospel that
tells us of salvation, accomplished by the power of God, "Who saved
us". For all who are trusting Christ, it is as sure as that.

"He called us." "Called" in the Bible means called successfully,
when it refers to God's call ing-what the Shorter Catechism describes
as "effectual call ing". When God calls me, it is He Who enables me to

respond to His cal l .  Not ice that  Paul  ca l ls  i t  "a holy  cal l ing" .  That
means, for one thing, that it is a Divine call, and therefore effective' It

means also that it is a call to holiness, and only Cod can accomplish
that in us. "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly'..Faithful
is  He that  ca l le th you,  Who also wi l l  do i t "  (1 Thessalonians 5:23,
24).

The Cospel of salvation is "according to the power of God": only
He can save; only He can call effectively; only He can make us holy.

2. The Gospel is "not according lo our works"

That almost goes without saying, for if i t takes all the power of God

to save us, the power of man can never do it. And yet it does need to

be said, for the most persistent heresy of all is the belief that man can

do something to save himself. "Not of works", says Paul in his letters

again and again.
There is no good news in tell ing a man that he must accomplish his

salvation by his own good works. Paul had tried that way

himself-how he had tried!-and found that it ended only in disil lu-

sionment and despair. "O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver

m e . . . ? "
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For one th ing,  the very best  good works that  we can do are im-
: r ! ' r tec l  ,  and i f  we fa i l  in  one point ,  we have fa i led in  a l l .

\ lore than that ,  good works can do noth ing to wipe out  the debt  of
i , r \ t  s in .  Even i f  my good works were per fect -which they can never
t rc- t i rey can do noth ing to cancel  the s ins that  are past .  I f  I  owe my
rrocer  {20 for  goods suppl ied,  he is  hard ly  l ike ly  to be sat is f ied i f  I
'Lr i 'n  over  a new leaf  and te l l  h im that  in  future I 'wi l l  pay cash in fu l l
r t , . r . i r l l  that  I  get  f rom him! "What  about  my f20?" he is  l iab le to ask.
(  iood rvorks can do noth ing to wipe out  past  debt .

Nor can the gospel of good works give us any comfort for the
ruture.  I f  my salvat ion depends on my good works,  then,  even i f  I  am
-aled today,  I  can be lost  tomorrow; and there is  no good news in
inat .  "Not  ac:cord ing to our  rvorks" ,  for  they are not  good enough:
rhe-v-  can do noth ing about  the s ins of  the past :  and they can g ive no
hope for  the future.

What  then?

3. The Gospel is "erccording to His own purpose"

Ihat means that my salvation is not only according to the power of
( iod:  i t  is  according to the p lan and purpose of  God.  And that  makes
i t  as sure as God Himsel f .

From all eternity God had a plan and purpose of salvation for His
people. That is the meaning of the doctrine of election. For some peo-
ple that doctrine seems diff icult and frightening. But when you realise
what it means, it is the most comforting doctrine of all. If my salva-
tion depends on something that I do, it is precarious thing indeed. But
if i t depends on a plan that God made from all eternity: if God chose
me from the foundation of the world: if God determined from all eter-
n i ty  to  save me:  then my salvat ion is  sure.  Why He should do i t  I  can
never tell: why He should set His love on me I wil l never know. But the
Bible tells me that all who come to faith in Christ do so because of
God's plan and purpose; they come because God not only calls them
but enables them to come; they come because He draws them with the
cords of love. If you are saved, you know it could never have been
otherwise. I could never have chosen God if God had not chosen me.
And to all eternity I wil l praise His Name that my salvation was "ac-

cording to His own purpose".
But God's plan and purpose include far more than salvation: they

include everything that happens to His people. Listen! "We know that
all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to His purpose." Thank God that every part
of  the Chr is t ian 's  l i fe  is  "according to His own purpose".

163
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4. The Gospel is "according to His grace which was given us in Christ"

Grace means God's undeserved, unearned favour towards sinful

men.  "According to His grace" is  the exact  opposi te of  "according to

our works". The Gospel is the good news of the grace of God.
This verse puts i t  very s imply-"grace was g iven us. . . "  Grace is

something given-free, gratis, and for nothing.
I t  is  g iven us in  Chr is t .  And that  means th is  very s imply:  we take i t

when we take Christ. The gift was there from all eternity, before the

world began-the gift of our salvation, the gift of Christ. You cannot

have salvation without Christ: but, receiving Christ with simple, child-

l ike faith, you receive it all. Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable

eift !

The Claims of the PaPacY
on England

ADAM LOUCHRIDGE

In view of the proposed Papal visit to England next yesr we are
gratefut to Professor Loughridge for allowing us to publish this timely

article.

It was predictable that the Pope should visit the Republic of

Ireland. Few countries in the world can boast of a96Vo allegiance to

Rome on the part of their people. The Pope's repeated emphasis on

the unchanging pattern of Roman dogma is a salutary reminder to

liberals, ecumenists and compromising Protestants that Rome's clain.t

to be "semper eadem" is sti l l  well founded. They, not Rome, must

make ali the concessions and do all the running if their drean of one

Church is to be realised.
others have made their assessment of John Paul's visit to Ireland.

We wish to look at the papal claims upon England. Rome would dear-

ly love to become more deeply involved in the Engiish scene' The

number of Roman Catholics is greater than at any time since the

Reformation and Rome waits patiently and watches quietiy for the

day when she may assert her rights and establish her claims over a iand

that on different occasions in the past has rejected her authority. The

struggle between the Papacy and the throne of England began after

the Norman conquest of 1066. Pope Alexander approved of the vic-

tory of Will iam the Conqueror. His succe-csor' Hildebrande, sent
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icgates to England in 1070 to ask Wi l l iam to pay homage to the
Roman See.  Wi l l iam repl ied in  f i rm but  cour teous terms:  "Thy legate,
[ {uber t ,  hath cal led upon me in thy name to take the oath of  feal ty  to
t l rcc and to thy successors,  and to exer t  mysel f  in  enforc ing the more
rcgular payment of the money which my predecessors were accustom-
c-d to remit to the Church of Rome. Homage to thee I have not chosen,
nor  do I  choose to do.  I  never  made a promise to that  ef fect ,  nei ther
Jo I f ind that it was ever performed by my predecessors to thine". In
lris reply Hildebrande, while offering profuse compliments, hinted at
pr-rnishment for the disrespect shown to him and cited the English
hishops to appear before hinr at Rome. Neither they nor the king paid
any attention to the citation and Hildebrande had enough good sense
not to press the matter. It was an era when the independence of the
Engl ish Church rvas ser iously  threatened,  but  i ts  f reedom and separa-
t ion were happi ly  mainta ined.

The pressure from Rome for control was renewed in the reign of
Will iam Rufus. Anselm of Bec in Normandy became archbishop of
Canterbury and Pr imate of  a l l  Br i ta in in  December 1093.  He had
posi t ive leanings towards Rome, but  Rufus refused h im permiss ion to
v is i t  the Pope.  An assembly of  peers meet ing at  Rockingham in 1095
rLrled that Anselm by his desire for closer association with Rome was
threatening the sovereignty of the king. The struggle continued for
many years and reached a climax in the reign of Henry I when the
Pope was told quite definitely that he had no jurisdiction whatever in
the temporal affairs of England. He had, however, succeeded in gain-
ing a measure of autocratic control over the Church, and four hun-
dred years passed before the Church was freed from this control.

The position of independence from Rome in temporal affairs,
established by Henry I, was lost in the reign of John, one of the most
unsavoury of English monarchs. The Roman pontiff at that t ime was
Innocent III who came to office in 1198. He took advantage of a state
of confusion that had arisen over the appointment of an archbishop of
Canterbury, .Iohn and his bishops each made a nomination. Innocent
rejected both and insisted on the appointment of Stephen Langton.
When John refused to accept this, Innocent placed an interdict on
England forbidding the clergy to perform any spiritual duties unti l
John submitted to papal authority. In the ensuing struggle John was
exco,nmunicated and the kingdom given to the King of France who
was ordered by the pope to invade England and overthrow John. In a
state of alarm, John, who had alienated both the bishops and the bar-
ons, offered to submit to the Pope's authority and accept Langton as
archbishop. But the Pope called for more than this submission and
demanded the surrender of the insienia of rovaltv. On one of the sad-
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dest  days in  Engl ish h is tory John la id h is  crown,  h is  robes,  h is  srvord
and his rin-s at the feet of Pandulph the papal legate, acknowledging
that  he and h is  k ingdom were vassals of  the papal  see and agreeing to
pay a large annual tribute to the papal exchequer.

More than a century passed before this hurnil iation was set aside
when Edward III in 1349 ended papal oppression by a firnr and
dignified repudiation of the right of Clement VI to interlere in the
temporal affairs of England. It was a severe blow to the pride ol the
Roman Pontiff and the continuous independence of England has treen
an offence to Rome.

The nation must be vigilant to maintain her l iberiy, for every effort
has been made and wi l l  be made to br ing about  ihe day when once
again the ins ignia of  sovereignty wi l l  be la id at  the feet  cr f  the Bishop
of  Rome.

For Younger Readers
. IOHN TALLACH

ISA AC LE\/INSOH l\,1 (2)

Even before reaching Hambur-e,  Isaac I rad made up h is  mind 1o v is i t
England.  Wishing to save up money for  the journel ' .  he began to look
around for  lvork.  He worked as a por ter .  and as a mi lkman.  Bt t t
something seemed to go wrong ever1,  t ime,  and in a l l l 'case these jobs

did not  br ing h im enough noney to pay for  the journey to Fngland.
In the end,  Isaac wrote to h is  f  a ther  in  Russia"  He erp la ined that  he

needed money i f  he was to go to England.  His l 'a ther  wrote back,
enclosed some money,  and p leaded wi th h im to come home. But  Isaac
would not  go back.  He fe l t  that  what  he needed to being h im peace

must  be somewhere in  the wor ld.  And he was st l re that ,  even i l  that
somewhere was the other  s ide of  the wor ld,  i t  n 'ould be worth going a l l
the way to f ind i t .

Isaac le f t  Hamburg on board the steamer for  Hul l  on l9 th Septemt ler ,
1871.  From Hul l  he went  to London,  arr iv ing before the great  Day of
Atonement .  This  is  the most  important  day in  the year  for  Jews.  We
can read about  how they kept  th is  day,  before the b i r th  o1 Chr is t ,  in
the four teenth chapter  o l '  Levi t icus.  In  these Old Testamenl  t i rnes,
. lews brought  sacr i f ices and of fered them at  the house of  ( iod.  tsut
now, in  Isaac 's  t ime,  the Jervs d id not  have thei r  ancient  tenlp lc  ln-
stead, wherever Jews were found throughout tlte world, the-v cil-fcreLl a
cock or  a hen as a sacr i f ice on the eve o i  the Day of  Atonement .



The Cospel Magazine 167

I t  r . las get t ing la le,  but  some Jervs u 'hom lsaac met  in  London
)rr ' lped h im to buy a cock.  Isaac brought  the cock to the man who k i l l -
ec l  b i rds of fered in  sacr i f ice.  Fol lowing the Jewish custom, Isaac said,
"  l 'h is  b i rd is  of fered instead of  me.  I t  is  put  to  death,  that  I  might  l ive
and har"e peace".  But  as Isaac watched thc last  s t ruggles of  the cock he
l iad of fered,  he askcd h imsel f ,  "How can the b lood of  th is  b i rd
c lcanse me f rom my s ins?"

lsaac got  work in  a factory in  London.  Near th is  factory,  there u 'as
a church u 'h ich held meet ings at  lunch t ime.  One day,  lsaac entered
the open door of  th is  church,  and watched the serv ice.  Isaac could not
speak Engl ish rvel l ,  and hardly  understood what  was said.  But  s t i l l  he
I 'e l t  that  l re  would l ike to return,  and he d id go back several  t imes.

On one occasion,  Isaac remained a few moments in  h is  seat  af ter  the
serv ice had ended.  A man rvho had been s i t t ing near h im leaned across
and asked,  "Are you a Jew, my brother?"

" l  am a. lew,"  repl ied Isaac.  This s t ranger was a lso a Jew, and he
spoke k indly  to Isaac in  German.  A few days la ter ,  lsaac met  h im
again at  another  serv ice.  This t ime,  lsaac to ld th is  man a l l  about  why
he hacl  le f t  Russia.  " l  know I  want  something"  Isaac said,  "but  I  do
not  know what  i t  is . "

This stranger erplained to Isaac that he knew how he felt. Some years
before, he too had felt as lsaac was feeling now. He had left his people
in Austr ia ,  where he belonged,  and had searched for  a salvat ion which
',r 'ould give him peace. But now he could thank God who had stirred
him up to search,  for  he had found what  he had been looking for .

"Tell me all about it," lsaac exclaimed. This new-found friend then
put  some quest ions to h im.  Isaac was astounded that  they were the
same k ind of  quest ions as he h imsel f  had put  to  h is  father  and h is  rab-
b i ,  back in  Kovno,  wi thout  receiv ing an answer.  Now, at  last ,  he had
met a man who could g ive h im some help.

One of  the mat ters th is  man spoke of  was the Messiah.  The Messiah
is the Saviour which the Old Testament scriptures speak of, one who
was yet to come into the rvorld. The Jews believe that this Messiah is
st i l l  to  come, but  Chr is t ians bel ieve that  th is  Messiah is  Jesus,  who
came into the world and died to save his people from their sins.

Before parting, this man spoke to Isaac about a minister called Mr.
Stern, who was also a Jew, and could speak German. He advised Isaac
to cal l  and see th is  min is ter ,  and Isaac agreed.

At half past eight one morning, Isaac called at the house of Mr.
Stern.  This min is ter  took h im into h is  s tudy,  and they ta lked together .
After a time some other men joined them, including the man who had
told Isaac to call on Mr. Stern. During that meeting, these men prayed
together and read from the Bible. Isaac was greatly affected by the
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prat 'er  uhich Mr.  Stern of fered.  For  in  h is  prayer  Mr.  Stern addressed
the ancient  Clod of  the Jews-the God of  Abraham, lsaac,  and Jacob.
He then confessed h is  -s in;  saying that ,  because of  h is  s in,  he could not
approach God by an1'  good th ing which he d id.  He rvent  on to speak in
his  prayer  about  - lesus,  through rvhom he could come near to God--
Jesus who said,  " l  ant  the u 'ay,  the t ruth,  and the l i l 'e" .  As lsaac look-
ed at  the face of  th is  min is ter .  he fe l t  that  these men knew God,  anci
that  th is  s imple serv ice uas the most  wonderfu l  he had ever  u ' i tnessed
in  h i s  l i f e .

Al ' te l  that ,  lsaac began to cal l  on N{r .  Stern every day.  They read the
Bih lc  logcthcr ,  and N4r.  Stern erp la ined i t .  Isaac d id not  agree r 'v i th
sonrc r r l  the th ings N, I r .  Stern was saying to h im.  Yet  he kept  coming
back to sce h im, because he fe l t  that  Mr.  Stern rvas s l tch a -eodly man.

One c lay,  \ ,1r .  Stern asked Isaac "What  is  the hope o1 'a . leu '?"  Then
Mr.  Stern went  on to expla in to Isaac a Chr is t ian 's  hope.  Isaac fe l t
that  what  Mr.  Stern r ,vas saf  in-u \ \ 'as t rue;  and,  when he lef t  thc-  house
that  morning.  he . "1 'as t t t ink ing ver1"  deeply.

He bcgan to walk through the st reets of  London 1o Victor ia  Park.
l n  t he  pa rk  hc  l ound  a  qu ie t  spo t  and  sa t  do rvn .  The re 'nvas  on l y  one
thing in Isaac's mind- Whot should he do to be saved? He knelt on
thc ground and asked God to teach h im to help h im understand the Bi -
b le.  Around h im, over  the c i ty  of  London,  there u 'as br ight  dayl ight ;
but Isaac felt that within his heart it was as dark as night.

About  th is  t ime.  in  a le t ter  to  h is  father ,  Isaac referred to uords
u'h ich Jesus spoke:  "Come unto ntc,  a l l  ye that  labour and are hcavy '
laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive you rest" .  Isaac r ' l ' ro te:  "Surely ,  th is  is  just  what
you and I need; for cvcr since I can remember I have been u'eary and
worn,  and long 1 'or  rest  and to have the pardon of 'my s ins."

In more than one of  h is  le t lers,  Isaac shared rv i th  h is  father
sonreth ing rvhich had st ruck h im in reading the scr iptures.  In  n lany
places,  he had found,  Cod spoke about  h imsel f  as being a Saviour  of
h is  peoplc.  Isaac asked,  "But  how can the e lernal  Jehovah C' iod come
down upon the ear th?"  Also Isaac re{ 'erred to Isa iah 9;6-"For  unto
us  a  ch i l d  i s  bo rn ,  un to  us  a  ron  i s  g i ven . . . and  h i s  name sha l l  be  ca l l ed
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God..." That this person was
born, Isaac wrote, must mean that he \\ 'as a man. But how could he
have these names.  unless he was a lso God?

Then,  in  December,  1871,  Isaac wrote a le t ter  which to lc l  o t 'a  new
joy ' in  h is  hear t ,  he to ld h is  father  that  Mr.  Stern had g iven h i rn a Nelr '
Testament  and that  he had f 'ound th is  book a wonderfu l  ke l '  to
understanding the Old Testament .  Isaac expla ined h is  fce l ings to h is
father :  "Unless Chr is t ian i ty  is  the t rue re l ig ion,  then the Ciod r , - r  o t - t '
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i r r , l !  t 'a thers has not  spoken h is  u 'orCs in thc book rvhich r . r ,e  cal l  the Bi -
i . l c . . .The  Mess iah  has  come;  and  I  be l i eve  i n  t r i n t . "
\ \  l rcn ncws reached h is  home in Kovno that  Isaac hacl  heconte a
l , c l i eve r  i n  Jesus ,  t he  d i s tu rbance  i n  t he  house  u ,as  L rnbe l i evab l c .  H i s
nro lher  became s ick;  and h is  father  l 'a in tec l  ancl  f 'c l l  to  the ground.
I raac 's  bro lhers and s is{ers began to cr1 ' .  Some neighbcturs _ealhcrecl
r r r r rnc l  and l i f ted Isaac 's  father  f rom the f loor .  ask ing " \ \ 'hat  has ht rp-
pcned?" Then h is  f 'a ther  u, ' ro te to l -ondon to te l l  Isaac thar .  i f  l re  con-
t i nued  to  be l i eve  i n  Jesus ,  he  wou ld  no  l onge r  be  pa r r  o l ' t hc  f ' a rn i l y .

When Isaac got  that  le t ter  in  I -ondon,  he rvas verv upsel  .  At  t in tcs
he was afra id.  But  then he thought  of  the love of  . lesus,  u 'ho had suf-
lered so nranv th ings on h is  behal f ,  and that  ntade lsaac lv i l l ing to eo
on .  I l e  o f t en  l hough t  o f  t he  hymn-

Alas! and did tny S(tviour bleed?
And did nt.v ,Sovereiqn die)
Did He devote thut sacred heud
Fr-tr suclt u w.orrtt us I?
Was il for sins that I ltctcl doile
He bled upon a tree?
Arnazing pit-v! Grac'e unknov,n!
And love be1,,11nr, degree!

In  u r i t i ng  t o  h i s  mo the r ,  I saac  t r i ed  ha rd  t o  e rp la in .  Hc  rem indcd
her of  how carefu l ly  he had obeyed the ru les of  thc i r  Jer .v ish re l ig ion.
He to ld her  hou he had come to see h imsel f  as a s inner  in  the s i -cht  o l '
C iod ;  how he  had  l ca rned  tha t  i t  was  imposs ib le  f o r  h in r ,  by ,any th ing
tha t  he  cou ld  do ,  t o  make  h imse l f  good  i n  t he  s i gh t  o f  God .  He  wro rc
al rout  Jesus,  and horv he had come into the wor ld as the Nlessiah.  the
Saviour  who had been promised to the Jews.  He t r ied to erp la in that  i r
' ,vas through th is . lesus,  whom the Jews re jected,  that  he had come to
knorv peace.  Especia l l l ,d id he t ry  to show his  t 'ant i ly  that  hc was not
turn ing away f rom the ancient  God of  the. f  eu,s;  rather  he uas obel , ing
him by bel iev ing in  Jesus Chr is t  whom he had sent .

His people d id not  understand.  They cut  h im of l  f rorn the f 'ami ly .
He was to have contact  wi th some o1' them later ,  a f ter  a per iod of  ten
years,  but  for  the moment they t reated h im as i l  he were dead.
However,  Isaac kneu'  the t ruth of  what  David wrotc in  Psalm 27:
"Though my father  and ml ,  mother  forsake me,  the Lord wi l l  recelve
me".  He had searched for  God's rvay of  sa lvat ion over  man),weary
mi les.  Now that  he had found i t ,  he was not  going to g ive i t  up.  His at -
t i tude can be judged by the u,ords of  the Bib le he chose tc l  speak f ronr ,
the f i rs t  t ime he ever  held a serv ice in  a London church:  " l  am not
ashamed of  the gospel  of  Chr is t " .
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Blessed Assurance
"We Know" I John 5:19-24

H .  R .  H .  H I L L

The late Rev. H. R. H. Hil l had a long association with the Cospel
Magazine both as a contributor and as a Trustee. This article first ap-
peared in our pages in 1930 when he was the Incumbent of St. Luke's,
Leamington. We trust that its re-appearance wil l prove helpful to our
present readers.

fhere is never any suggestion in the apostles' writ ings that saving
faith may be present today but entirely absent tomorrow: or t irat. a
soul may by sovereign grace be saved in January wittr the awful
possib i l i ty  of  being lost  complete ly  in  December.  Nor do we f ind
anything written to make people believe in their own faith as the true
way of deliverance from Satan's bondage. They never wrote of any
fancieci power in themselves at all, but only of Him Who, though rich,
for their sakes became poor; and they loved to extol His power to save
and keep. He was the foundation cause of this confident "We know"
of  John,  and l ike iv ise the basis  of  the responding "We know" in  those
to whom he wrote.  The "we knows" of  th is  epis t le  are connected wi th
certainties concerning the past, present and future.

l. The Past. "We know that the Son of God is come" I Joltn 5:2A.

This is the great central point of earth's history, and on it
everything turns whether men see it or not. There is such a Person as
the Son of God. Not merely a son, but the Son, "the only begotten of
the Father"  (John i :14) ,  the eternal  Son of  the eternal  Father .  His
"beloved Son in whom He is  wel l  p leased" (Mat t .3:17) .  He was
"made f lesh and dwel t  among us"  (John l :14) .  He was born at
Bethlehem, brought up at Nazareth and died on Calvary. "We know"
this, says the apostle. It is the most certain of all certainties; it is
beyond the shadow of a doubt; the surest of all events in history. It is
attested to on God's authority and not merely on man's. "We know"
it, and as a result of this knowledge, we also "know that we have pass-
ed f rom death unto l i fe"  ( l  John 3:14) .

Oh, that each one of us may have this certainty with reference to the
past. It has a two-fold bearing, one relating to the Son of God-He
has come, and the other relating to the sinner who spiritually discerns
this truth-he "has passed from death unto l ife".
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l. The Present. "We know tl lal we ure o.f God...and ha/lt given us an
trnderstanding...and we are in II im that is true" (l John 5:19-20).

This "understanding" is  not  to  be confused rv i th  what  we common-
l r  speak of  as in te l l igence.  I t  is  far  beyond that ,  and super ior  in  every
rra l ' .  The one is  sp i r i tua l ,  whi le  the other  nay be merel l 'carnal .  Paul
crp la ins i t  in  Ephesians 1:18,  when he wr i tes of  " the eye-s of  your
understanding being enl ightened",  whi le  in  speaking of  the
unregenerate he says "having the understanding darkened.  being
i r l ienated f rom the l i fe  of  God through the ignorance that  is  in  them,
because of  the b l indness of  thei r  hear t "  (Eph.  4:18) .  L-hr is t ,  then,  is
the g iver  of  a new inte l lecf  ,  whereby we d iscern the t ru lh.  By th is  new
Lrnderstanding "we rnal '  know Him that  is  t rue"-" ih is  is  l i fe  eternal .
that  they may know Thee,  the only t rue God" (John l7:3) .  The Son of
Ciod carne that  we may consciously  know Cod uow. and there is  no
knorv ledge of  Clod out  of  Chr is t ,  apar t  f rom Chr is t ,  or  rv i thout  Chr is t .
\ \ 'here there is  no heart -knorv ledgc of  Chr is t  there nrust  be ignorance
o1' ( iod.  And ignorance of '  God is  the root  of  a l l  ido lat ry- the wor-
shipping of  a fa lse and an unknown Cod.  Falsehood touching God is  a
:er ious th ing,  and is  accountable for  the Romish type of  worship so
nrevalent today. Moreover, the knowledge of a false God wil l not
paci fy  the soul .  I t  is  only  the t rue God whom Jesus Chr is t  revealed
that  wi l l  suf f ice for  a s in-burdened spi r i t .  Therefore th is  "we know" is
a very important  personal  th ing.  Paul  knew, John knevi , ,  Peter  knew,
the ear ly  Chr is t ians knew, the Reformers knew, a l l  t rue bel ievers in  a l l
ages have known the t ruths "we are of  God",  "we are in  Chr is t " ,  "He

ahideth in  us" .  Do you,  reader,  possess th is  knowledge? To be in  Him
is to be out  of  the wor ld,  separated f rom thaf  which " l ie th in
wickedness",  I t  is  to  be out  of  se l f ,  and rooted and bui l t  up in  Him,
even as the f lower is  rooted and grows up in the garden,  and not  in  the
desert .

3. The I'ulure. "ll'e know, tltat w'hen He shall oppear, we shall be like
t{ittt" (l .lcthn 3:2).

The knowledge of this is as decided, sure and definite as the
knowledge concerning the past and present. There is no vague expres-
s ion of  "wishes",  or  " th ink ings"  in  th is  connect ion.  The future is  not
darkened by clouds of uncertainty, it is as sure as the present and as
firmly established as the past. It is not "we hope we may be" or "we

are inclined to think we ougl.rt one day to be". There is no want of
decision here, no vagueness, no hesitation, no ambiguity, no "if", no
"perhaps".  I t  is  "we know.. .we shal l  be l ike Him".  Glor ious pro-
spect !  Think of  i t ,  and may the Holy Spir i t  make a l l  th is  Div ine
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knowledge precious to us by heart  exper ience.  I t  wi l l  humble,  sanct i fy
and g ladden us as we go.  And "now unto Him that  is  able to keep you
frorn fall ing, and to present you faultless before the presence of His
glory wi th exceeding joy,  to  the only wise God our  Saviour ,  be g lory
and majesty,  dominion and power,  both now and ever .  Amen" (Jude
2 4 . 2 5 t .

The Epistle to the Colossians
A.  V .  McCANDLISH

The t i t le  rvh ich u e g ive to th is  epis t le  is :  the a l l -suf f ic iency of  Chr is t .
The key verses are, "For in Him dr,velleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodi ly ;  and ye are complete in  Him" (ch 2,  vv.9, l0) .  I t
rvould seem that  Paul  hacl  not  r , is i ted th is  church at  Colosse,  but  i t  had
come into being through the preaching o l  Epaphras.  (Col .  1 :7) .  Later ,
fa lse teachers came to Colosse,  and gave fa lse teaching about  the per-
son and work of  the Lord.  This epis t le  was wr i t ten to correct  these
la lse ideas,  hence the subject- the a l l -suf f ic iency of  Chr is t .  What  a
theme for  us to s tudyl  I -et  us look at  verses I  and 2.

l. Paul, an aposlle of Jesus Christ b),the will of God.
I f  Paul  is  to  correct  thei r  wrong ideas,  he must  needs state h is

author i ty ,  and here i t  is .  FIe was iust  as much an apost le  as peter ,
James,  John or  any of  the others u 'ho were chosen by the Lor-d
Himsel f .  He was an apost le  by the wi l l  o f  Jesus Chr is t .  A l l  the apost les
had seen the r isen Chr is t ,  and rvere rv i tnesses of  His resurrect ion;  so
Paul  real l .v  d id meet  the r isen Chr is t  on the road to Damascus.  I t  u 'as
more than a spi r i tua l  erper ience;  he saw the Lord r .v i th  h is  eyes,  and
heard Him speak.  I t  was then that  he was chosen to be His apost le .  He
to ld the Galat ians that  he "was an apost le ,  not  of  men,  nei ther  by
man,  but  by Jesus Chr is t ,  and God the Father ,  who ra ised Him f rom
the dead" (Gal .  l : l ) .  I t  was the Lord Jesus who changed the arch-
persecutor  in to an apost le .  We see the a l l -suf f ic iency of  Chr is t  here.  Is
there not  here a word for  us? Chr is t  has a p lan for  every one of  us,
whether  i t  be as a preacher,  teacher,  of f ice worker ,  labourer .  or  in  the
home; and His power,  and wisdom, and grace are suf f ic ient  to  meet
our  every need.
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2. And Timotlteus the brolher.
The Greek here has the def in i te  ar t ic le .  I t  * 'as the Lord Jesus rvho

.ared Timothy,  h is  s ins were washed away by the precious b lood of
Icsus,  i t  was by His sovereign grace and power that  he was born again,
and f i l led r 'v i th  the Holy Spir i t .  Chr is t  had a p lan for  T imothy;  hc was
to be the brother  in  a l l  the chur"ches.  To th is  end he was g iven the wi l l -
ingness to serve others,  and the abi l i ty  to  see and meet  thei r  needs;  the
r lLra l i ty  of  fa i th fu lness,  the love that  over f lowed,  and reached out ,  and
the spi r i t  o f  understanding.  As he served wi th Paul  and Si las,  he u 'as
al'"lays ready to be sent away to meet a need, and he allval' 's proved
that  he could be t rusted.  In  a l l  the churches Timothy was brother  to
al l ,  whether  to r ich or  poor ,  to  master  or  s lave,  to  men or  women,
al i lays he was ready to serve them, and help them. They were a lu 'ays
glad to have Timothy around.  What  a t i t le- the brother ;  and i t  r .vas
the Lord Jesus who made h im thus.  He is  a l l -suf f ic ient .

3. To tlte saints and J'ailhJul ltrethren in Chrisl.
This  is  the descr ipt ion of  the church members at  Colosse.  T 'hey, ' ,vere

saints.  Here again we see the a l l -su l ' f ic iency o l '  Chr is t .  He had
transformed these s inners in to saints,  or  holy  persons.  Consider  th is
nord 'holy ' .  In  the Bib le any th ing or  person that  was set  apar t  ex-
c lus ively  for  God was said to be holy.  In  Gen.2:3 Ciod sanct i f ied,  or
rnade holy,  the seventh day.  He set  i t  apar t  f rom al l  the othcr  days of
the week to be His own specia l  day.  I t  was not  to  be used for  work or
; r leasure,  i t  was to be used as He d i rected,  i t  n 'as His day.  When lsrael
made the tabernacle in  the wi lderness i t  was set  apar t  ent i re ly  for  the
worship of  God,  i t  u 'as holy .  So here God set  apar t  these people rn
Colosse who bel ieved on the Lord Jesus.  They were His own chosen
people,  He washed them f rom thei r  s ins,  He took possession of  them
by sending His Holy Spirit to l ive in them. They were no longer to l ive
to do thei r  own wi l l ,  they were set  apar t  to  do His wi l l ,  they were
salnts.

They were brethren. Bel'ore they were born again, they were divid-
ed.  They were Jews and Greeks,  Barbar ians,  Scyth ians,  masters and
slaves;  but  Chr is t  brought  them into one fami ly .  They became
brefhr"en;  they had one Father ,  they were indrvel i  by the same Holy
Spir i t ,  they sat  down together  at  the table of  the Lord,  they loved one
another. They were faith.ful brethren. The word here means full of
iaith. Before they were born again their l ives were governed by sense
and reason.  Their  p lans were made and thei r  s teps were taken in the
l ight  of  what  they saw, or  fe l t ,  or  heard.  fhese were the factors upon
which reason acted. But after they were born again they became
bel ievers:  thei r  f i rs t  obiect ive was to do the wi l l  o f  God,  and th is  could
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onl l  l re  knou,n and done b-""  far th.  The word of  God became ihei r  r t r le
l 'or  fa i th  and pract ice.  By fa i th  they were able to take hold of  the
\ \ jord o1 'God and put  i t  in to pract ice,  so thei r  l ives rvere governed,  not
by sense and reason,  but  by fa i th .  They v.ere brethren in  Chr is t .
Notice the words "in Christ". The1, 'uvere in l iving union with the t_ord
Jesus .  Do  you  remember  hou ,He  sa rd  t o  h i s  d i sc ip les ,  " l  am the  v i r re ,
,v"e are the brancher"? When these Colossians bel ieved on Cihr is t  they
u'erc bapt ised in to C'hr is t .  "B) . 'one Spir i t  are \ \e  a l l  bapt ised in to one
body,  whether  l r 'e  be Jews or  Gent i les,  r .vhether  ue be bond or  f ' ree" ,
( l  Co r .  l 2 :13 )  and  the  bodv  i n to  * ' h i ch  we  a re  bap t i sed  i s  t he  body  o f
C'hr is t .  Paul  sa id,  "Clhr is t  is  the head over  a l l  th ings to the chLrrch
r rh i ch  i s  H i s  body "  (Eph .  l : 23 ) ,  and  aga in ,  "We  a re  members  o f  H i s
body' ,  o f  His f lesh,  and of  His bones.  This is  a great  nr \ rs tery,  but  I
speak concerning Chr is t  and f - l is  church"  (Eph.  5:30 and 32) .  These
bel icvers were in  Chr is t ,  in  union u, i th  Chr is t .  I t  mav be hard to
rrnderstand,  but  i t  is  the key to a r ight  understanding of  ( -hr is t ian doc-
t r ine.  Chr is t  d ied for  our  s ins;  rvhen t t re Head c l ied the members of  His
bodv d ied too.  When the Head rose f rom the dead.  the members of
the body became par takers of  His resurrect ion.  I f ' the Head is  rn
heavcn,  i t  is  impossib le for  any o l ' the rnembers of  His body to be casr
into hel l .  Oh the wondrous grace of  Cod,  that  we should be uni ted ro
Chr is t .  Here indeed we see the a l l -suf f ic iency of  Chr is t ;  His  pou,er .
His wisdom, His pat ience,  His love are a l l  avai lable to meet  our  e! 'ery
need.  Let  us learn to take fu l l  advantage of  a l l  these boundless
resources.

Jireh Chapel, Lewes
By Cod's help the Cause of  Truth has been mainta ined here s ince

1805.  The smal l  congregat ion is  faced u ' i th  major  repai rs  to the fabr ic
of  the chapel  at  the present  t ime.  At  the rear  of  the chapel  is  the tontb
which holds the remains of  Wi l l iam Hunr ington S.S. ,  Jenkin Jenkins
( f i rs t  Pastor  of  J i reh Chapel) ,  John Vinal l ,  and orhers.  This is  in  need
of  complete refurh ishment .

The Chapel  Trustees feel  that  because Hunt ington and Vinal l  (and,
to a lesser  extent ,  the others)  belong to the Church at  large through
thei r  wr i t ings many of  the Lord 's  people may l ike to contr ibute to the
restorat ion of  the tomb, which is  l ike ly  to be cost ly  due to the long
epi taphs having to be recut .

Cifts toward the cost may be sent to the secretary: Mr. J. E. North,
6 Orchard St . ,  Lewes,  East  Sussex.
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The character God looks for
PROFESSOR JAMES W. FRASER

Isaieh 57: I5: 66:2

When Demosthenes the Greek orator was asked the secret of his elo-
qLlence he replied, "deportment". The first step he said was deport-
ment ,  the second,  deportment ,  and the th i rd,  deportment .  The
orator's carriage and stance was of the first importance. Taking his
cue from this, Augustine, the great father of the early church, replied
ivhen asked about the essentials of godliness-the first step in
godliness, he said, is humility, and the second is humility and the
third, humility. On reflection we believe that Augustine is right. Cer-
tainly it is in accordance rvith the Bible. True humility is of the essence
of true religion. Pride, arrogance, thoughtlessness are the negation of
the religion which God accepts. This is, according to our text, a truth
underlined in many parts of Scripture and underlined here in Isaiah 57
r ' .  15 and re i terated in  chapter  66v.2 in  a s l igh ly  d i f ferent  form.

l. The character God looks for

This is the first consideration. And that character includes as its
basic ingredients humility and contriteness.

Now, on first glance these characteristics do not appear attractive.
They make no appeal, whatever, to the natural man. The world
despises them. Indeed it is Christianity (at least the religion of the Bi-
ble, both Old and New Testaments) which has raised them into virtues
and graces.  To the man of  the wor ld,  on the make,  humi l i ty  and con-
trit ion and trembling at God's Word are despicable things, f it only for
the coward and the craven, the weak and snivell ing. The strong, de-
fiant, arrogant attitude, defiant even in defeat, makes appeal to them.
Milton in Paradise Lost, having cast Satan in this role, made a hero of
him rather than the vil l ian he intended. The poet with "head bloody",
due to the bludgeoning of fate, "but unbowed" is this world's concep-
tion of the man to be admired. He wil l go down with all colours flying.
If defeated he wil l be dignified in defeat. He wil l make no apology and
ask no man's favour. He is "master of his fate and captain of his
soul" .

But this is not God's assessment of admirable character. It befits
neither the creature nor the sinner-and we are both! God knows the
humble and the contrite, the poor and needy, the meek and lowly, the
character despised and rejected by men of this world. And particularly
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by men of this age. For it is far from being a humble and meek genera-
tion. Rather it is raucously independent-at least vocif 'erously pro-
claiming its independence of God. With all i ts scientif ic and
technological achievements, even penetrating the distant planets and
putting a man down on the moon, modern man is self-sufficient, pro-
ud, arrogant, with all the pride of the self-made man. Yet this attitude
is out of keeping with man's status as a creature and his condition qs a
sinrter. These are the two characters which make this text of Scripture
so  app rop r i a te  t o  ou r  s ta te .

First, rhen, humility and meekness, lowliness of heart, becomes the
creature. Man is not self-made; he is not an end in himself. Neither is
he the offspring of mere chance, the spirit of blind evolution without
creator or obligation. He has a Maker and that Maker is
Jehovah-Cod who is also the Creator of all things visible and invisi-
ble in Heaven and on earth and indeed in all the vast universe.
Without Him was nothing made that is made. Man is not master of his
fate nor captain of his soul. God is. Consequently he is neither an end
in himself, nor is he a piece of spiritual f lotsam on the sea of unthink-
ing evolution. He was made by God for a purpose and that purpose
cannot be better expressed than in the opening answer of the
Westminster Assembly's Shorter Catechism, "Man's chief end is to
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever".

Again, humility and meekness become us as creatures because as
creatures we are absolulely dependent on eur Creator-God. We have
no self-supplied resources from which to draw, independently of our
Maker and Sustainer. As Daniel reminded Belshazzar at his drunken
rout, God is the one "in rvhose hand our breath is and lvhere are ail
our ways". Or, as Paul put it to the proud scholars of Mars' Hil l in
Athens, "in Him we live and move and have our being". God has "set

our times appointed and the bounds of our habitations". The very
breath we draw is supplied, moment by moment, by our
Creator-God. We have no independent means, no reserves of our
own. Every good thing we have is God's free gift. We merely have a
living allowance unti l God calls hence. So it behoves us not to strut
about l ike peacocks or to behave as if we were independent of Him
who holds the whole world in His Hand.

There is another reason for this spirit of humility which comes out
in the other characteristic God approves of -contrit ion, brokenness of
spirit, "the broken and the contrite heart" of Psalm 5l for instance.
Or in the words of the first of the Beatitudes, poverty in spirit-"bless-
ed are the poor in spirit..." Now if humility is distasteful to the
natural man, contrit ion is utterly repugnent. For humility and
meekness are appropriate to us as men, as created beings but contri-
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tion and penitence belong to us as sinful creattrres. Even for saved sin-
ners this humble dress of penitence is not attractive at f irst wear-
ing-the heart craves after something more colourful !

Yet on closer inspection the simple cut and subdued colours of the
clothing of contriteness are most becoming to a sinner saved by grace.
The clothing of contrit ion, l ike the habil iments of humility, comes
from the wardrobe of grace. For contriteness and penitence are never
the garb of the sinner as such. Not even of those who are aware of
their faults and may be fi l led with remorse. Remorse is not repen-
tance. The sorrow of the world is nol godly sorrow. For in the remorse
clf the sinner there is only bitterness, neither sweetness nor l ight, but
the bitterness of gall and the blackness of darkness. But in the sorrow
of repentance there is both l ight and sweetness, for it is a "repentance

unto l ife". Brokenness of spirit, humility and contriteness are possible
only to those who see the l ight of mercy and the possibil i ty, if not the
reality, of pardon. It is the result of an "apprehension of the mercy of
God". Consequently it is the reaction of the pardoned sinner. It is sin
r' iewed with the Blood between, the blood of Christ's atoning sacrif ice
and the gracious acceptance by a reconcil ing God. ln other words it is
the reaction of the prodigal, not immediately at his resolve to return
from the far country, but his reaction to his reception by the father at
home. Thus, I think it is right to say that contriteness is not just every-
day wear for this world but is also fit raiment for heaven itself! "Be

clothed with humility".
In worldly reckoning these virtues are classed as vices. Even the

church may feel a l itt le embarrassed in defending them before the
world. But humility is a grace. The greatest exemplar of this is not a
Daniel or a Paul but the Lord Jesus Christ as the man Christ Jesus. He
Himself declares that He is "meek and lowly in heart". He humbled
Himself, though the Lord of glory, and took on Him the nature of the
creature and that  in  a lowly s tate.  He came into th is  wor ld " in  the
likeness of sinful f lesh". He was found in fashion as a man. He was
not born of a queen or princess in the purple of Herod or Caesar but
in  a lowly s table,  and brought  up in  a humble,  i f  p ious,  home in
despised Nazareth. A carpenter by trade, a prophet by vocation and
the Messiah by Divine appointment, He did not arrogate to Himself
the flattering tit le of rabbi or scribe, nor the worldly status of high-
priest l ike Caiaphas. Yet He was the Rabbi by pre-eminence and the
only High-priest worthy of the name. And, as if being born of a
woman and that in a low condition were not enough, he humbled
Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross,
the shameful and cursed death of one hanged on a tree. He is,
therefore, the beau-ideal of meekness. He sought not his own glory
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but the glory of Him who sent Him. Among His disciples He was not
as Lord but as servant as the action of the feet-washing after the Sup-
per indicates" Even when unjusti ly condemned and punished He did
not indignantly complain or revile. As a lamb led to the slaughter and
as a sheep before her shearers He opened not His mouth. There is the
perfect example of humility and meekness. And who wil i say that
Jesus had a flaw in His character? In this He left us an example that
we should fo l low His s teps.

2. The achievement of humility

But someone may ask, Ftrow do we attain to humility? lt is a ques-
tion very easily put but very diff icult to answer. Indeed there is no
direct answer to it! Humility is l ike happiness, pursued as an end in
itself, deliberately and constantly, it cannot be overtaken. Like the
fabled pot of gold at the end of the rainbow it cannot be reached by a
deliberate journey in quest of it. Happiness is a by-product of duty,
and humility is not achieved by consciously cultivating it. Indeed such
an excuse would result in the most repugnant form of pride! Pride of
grace is the worst arrogance. The fictit ious autobiography of
"Humility and how I achieved it" was never written! Moses, the
meekest of men, was not conscious of his shining face. And this is
true of real humility-it is never self-conscious. It is not manufactured
as a main product; it is a side-issue of the process of salvation. Its
chief attraction is its guilelessness l ike Nathanael of Gali lee.

Two things, I believe, contribute to both hurnil ity and contriteness
of heart, and these two are closely intertwined. The one is a view of
God's glory and grace and the other is a view of ourselves in the l ight
of these. Moses, Isaiah and Paul are cases in point. Moses was the
meekest of men because he was so conscious of the glory of God and
of his own place, not as lord over God's heritage, but as His servant
with a mission to carry out, a task to perform. "Moses My servant" is
one of the commonest descriptions of this man of God. His privilege
was to talk with God face to face, as it were, though only the back part
of the Deity was visible to him. Yet in that holy communion on the
mountain of Sinai Moses' face glowed with the reflecred glory of
God-and Moses knew not that his face shone! When he did become
aware of it the splendour was already on the wane!

Hence communion with God, absorbed in contemplation of His
glory and mystery, His holiness and righteousness, His power and
might, creates a sense of our own litt leness and so begets humility.
"What is man, that Thou art mindful of him? and the son of man,
that Thou visitest Him?" Our text that extols humbleness of heart tells
of the glory of God as "the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity
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.rnd whose name is  Holy" .  The contrast  is  not  acc identa l ,  i t  is

. le l iberate.
But humility is not begotten by an academic study of the glory of

(iod. This would not be appropriate even for an unfallen angel. It
rrrust be viewed by the opened eyes of an unworthy sinner-unworthy
but accepted graciously. The first alone-a view of the exalted glory of
(lod-could only evoke the cry of Isaiah rvhen he saw the glory of
. lehovah in the beginning of  h is  min is t ry-"Woe is  me!  for  I  am un-
.lone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a
people of  unclean l ips."  I f  pr ide was b lasted by the f i rs t  g lance of  the
light inaccessible and full of glory, it was the l ive coal off the altar of
:acrif ice touching the polluted l ips which inspired not only confidence
but  humi l i ty  in  the prophet .  Mephibosheth never  fe l t  so humble,  hum-
ble but not humiliated, as when this lame, useless fellow sat at King
David 's  table.  I t  is  only  when we survey the wondrous Cross that  our
richest gains are counted loss and we turn contempt on all our pride.
Charles Wesley expresses it for us-

" 'Tis mercy all, intntense and free;
For, O my God, it found out me!"

In the l ight of this, humility and contriteness of spirit alone are the
sui table response.  We must  learn to dwel l ,  by His Spir i t ,  in  " the l ight
of His glory and grace". If we look at all at self we must do it as in a
reflection of this glory and see the contrast, and in the grace of God in
Christ and see our acceptance in the Beloved. Otherwise we forget
how great debtors we are to God's grace and become puffed up by our
vaunted attainments. It is the God-conscious, the Christ-conscious
and the unself-conscious who exemplify the graces of humility,
meekness and contrit ion. M'Cheyne's advice is appropriate here-
"for every look at sell take ten looks at Christ".

Our text also indicates how this atmosphere is produced. Of course
i t  is  the product  of  God's Holy Spir i t  en l ightening the mind in the
knowledge of both Christ and ourselves. But it is effected by an
awareness of  God's Word-"who t rembles at  My Word" (c f .  Isa.
66:2). lnward i l lumination by the Divine Spirit there must be but the
medium designed by God for this is the Scriptures. For the cultivation
of any grace the man of God must be a dil igent reader of God's Word
with the suitable reaction. But this trembling is not the craven fear of
the condemned but the gracious and godly respect due to an awareness
of God as the glorious, uncreated and holy God, the just God and the
Saviour, or in its New Testament setting, "the Cod and Father of our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ".

Once we take away our eyes from this vision of the glory and grace
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of God in His Word, meekness faints and pride re-asserts itself. The
story of  Alasdair  Og of  Edderton i l lust rates th is .  Troubled by pr idefu l
self the good man spent the night on the hil ls above Edderton wrest-
l ing with his pride. By morning he thought he had got the better of the
enemy wi th in.  On h is  way down he sarv a man ear ly  at  work in  h is
crof t  and immediate lv  he thought ,  "How much bet ter  was I  occupied
last  n ight  than th is  poor  wor ld l ing!"  "And",  he confessed,  " the

enemy I thought I had left stark dead on the hil ls of Edderton was as
l ive ly  as ever  in  my heart ! "  Let  th is  teach us where to keep our  eyes!

3. The Divine commendation and reward.

God's commendat ion of  the man wi th the character  we have been
consider ing is  expressed in Isa.  57:15 by a promise of  "dwel l ing" ;  in
66:  2,  i t  is  expressed by merely  saying " I  wi l l  look" .  Both of  these are
deeply s igni f icant .  There is  more to them than meets the eye.

The first, "drvell", speaks of much more than mere occasional
v is i ts ,  l ike the angel  of  Old Testament  t imes.  To dwel l  is  to  s tay,  to
make one's  home there.  The answer of  the Chr is t ian woman to the en-
qui ry ,  "Does the King of  Heaven v is i t  here?" is  s igni f icant .  "Vis i t

here? No! He bides here." He dwells with the heart that is lowly and
contrite, poor and needy. "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the Kingdom of  Heaven."

Simi lar ly  wi th the promise of  66:2 "To that  man wi l l  I  look. . .who is
of  a humble and contr i te  spi r i t . . . "  I t  is  a look of  recogni t ion.  God
does not "see" the proud; He knows them afar off. Their arrogance
stinks in His nostri ls. With a pleasant countenance He beholds tne
meek and contrite, as the Psalmist says He does the upright. He loves
the atmosphere of  the humble heart :  the contr i te  spi r i t  is  redolent  wi th
the incense He loves.  Of  th is  hear t  He says in  ef fect :  "This is  my rest ,
here wi l l  I  s tay for  I  do l ike i t " .

The promise also refers to reviving-reviving the spirit of the lowly
and the heart of the contrite. He enriches the poor in spirit. The temp-
tation of the humble, the self-denying and the self-effacing is so to
shrink into themselves that they cease to "l ive". They are insignifi-
cant, of no account and are incapable of doing anything for God or
man. This is a very subtle temptation. It is to confuse the poverty in
spirit with the poverty o/ spirit-there is a great difference between
these two litt le prepositions. Just as some confuse meekness with
weakness. Neither Moses in the Old Testament nor Jesus, his Lord
and God, in the New could be called weak. But if Moses was the
meekest of Old Testament saints, Jesus was the meekest of all men.
But the Christ with the flashing eyes and the judgement which did not
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l la t ter  men,  the Chr is t  of  the Cross was st rong and courageous.  The
C'hrist of the steadfast-face going up to Jerusalem knowing that
Liolgotha was the terminus of that journey is the finest demonstration
of  courage and st rength.

The self-emptied need to be God-fi l led, those who die to self and sin
need to be revived and quickened by God in heart and spirit. And this
He promises to do.  "He restores my soul" ,  sang the Psalmist .

This rev iv ing must  be a cont inuous th ing.  The bel iever  is  not  l ike
some mechanical device which once powered goes on indefinitely. His
is  an organic,  not  a mechanical ,  type of  l i fe .  Hence the need of  con-
t inual  rev iv ing.  And th is  the promise holds out .  The h igh and exal ted
One, the eternal God with l ife in Himself, has the resources to give
power to the faint and to increase might to those without strength.
One of the tableaux of Bunyan's Interpreter's House revealed to
Christian the secret of sustaining grace in the believer. The hosti le ef-
forts of the Enemy to extinguish the fire by floods of water were
frustrated by the Man behind the scene with the pot of oil by which the
fl ickering flame was fed. So God's grace is sufficient for us, His
strength is made perfect in weakness. Hence the motto for the struggl-
ine believer is. "out of weakness were made strong".

Letter from a former Contributor
As f rom: I  E l l is ton Road.  Br is to l .  6 .
2 l s t  May ,  1953 .

My Dear Mr.  C. ,
The language of  the apost le  in  h is  last  chapter  to the Phi l ipp ians

seems to f i t  in  wi th your  prec ious and heartening le t ter  to  me.
I  would have acknowledged i t  s t ra ight  away in grat i tude,  but  there

are many h indrances,  and I  might  expla in that  a l though I  have wr i t ten
my home address ( the dear home of  many and sacred years)  you wi l l
see that  th is  is  "as f rom".

I  am not  there- l  was rushed of f  in  danger by my doctor  many
weeks s ince to th is  nurs ing home: my only s t ipu lat ion being,  a room to
mysel f ,  and th is  in  mercy and tender compassion was af forded me,
and here I  am in quietude and at tended by k indly  nurses and maids,
and shal l  probably end my days here,  a l though I  had h i ther to hoped to
die in  my own dear home and room, and surrounded by a l l  my books
and fami l iar  objects.  But  our  mercy and rest  is :

"When He put teth for th His sheep He goeth before" ,  and th is :
"THERE wi l l  I  b less vou".
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"No chance hath brought  th is  i l l  to  me,
'T is  God's sweet  wi l l -so le t  i t  be.
He seeth what we cannot see."

We need therefore to ask for the grace of silence and subjection, to
be st i l l  and know that  He is  God.

He reminds us that  "ye are my wi tnesses,  sa i th the Lord" ,  and I  am
constantly seeing this ir.r the remarks and enquiries made by the sisters
and nurses and ward maids-so may He be glorif ied in the doing of
H i s  w i l l .

I  am so in terested in  a l l  you te l l  me of  your  Chr is t ian love in  the
dear old "Gospel Magazine", and the "Memorials of a Gracious
Li fe" .*  Strange to say,  the matron here asked to see i t ,  and as I  had no
l 'o lume of  nry own,  one has been lent  her  by a person to whom I  had
given one. I was so much interested in your recording Derby, Burton-
on-Trent ,  and Grove Chapel .  Mr.  F.  Hoare was incumbent  of  Holy
Trinity, Derby, when we were there, and his daughter claims to be
"my oldest friend". We are all fast journeying on "toward the sunris-
ing" ,  and one of ten says,  "what  MUST i t  be to be THERE" where s in
wi l l  have ceased,  and death has d ied,  and Chr is t  is  our  Al l  in  Al l .

Accept once again most grateful thanks for your Christian love and
cheer.

Yours in  the gospel ,
Ruth Cowel l .

I  have wr i t ten in  the "C.M."  for  upwards of  67 years,  under f ive
edi tors,  and,  God wi l l ing,  am contr ibut ing a gather ing up of  sacred in-
terests which I feel should be written, and wil l cheer readers, when it
appears.

* "Memorials of a Gracious Life, witlt the Diarl; and Letters of George
Cowel l . "
By h is  daughter ,  Ruth Cowel l .  Col l ingr idge,  1895.

Gospel Magazine Trustees
At the annual  meet ing of  the Trustees held on Apr i l  28th,  Mr.  D.  C.

Rel f  LL.B was appointed Chairman.
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BOOK REVIEWS
The Trumpet  sounds for  Br i la in,  Vol .  l .  D.  E,  Gardner,  l57pp.
f 1.25. Christian Foundation Publications, 45 Appleton Road, Hale,
.{ltr incham, Cheshire.

The author traces the good hand of God upon this nation
throughout  two mi l lennia of  h is tory.  In terest ing facts are re lated con-
ce rn ing  the  com ing  o f  t he  Gospe l  i r t  Romat r  t i r nes ,  i t s  v i c to r i es
throughout  the land in la ter  centur ies,  and the growth of  our  country 's
const i tu t ion on a Chr is t ian foundat ion.  The v ic iss i tudes of  the Dark
Ages follow, then the Reformation revival, and following that the
story of  the Great  Awakening in  the days of  George Whi tef ie ld,  the
Wesleys, and their associates. "It was a time when evangelical Chris-
t ian i ty ,  that  is ,  B ib le-based Chr is t ian i ty ,  la id hold upon mul t i tudes of
Engl ishmen,  wi th a f i rmer gr ip ,  and in greater  numbers than ever
before". The true relationship between the Cospel and social better-
ment work is clearly brought out. A compassionate society results
from a converted society.

So we next  move to the reforms of  John Howard,  El izabeth Fry,
Lord Shaftesbury, and the later Christian foundations of the Trades
Union movements.  ln  l9 l0 the Br i t ish deputat ion to an in ternat ional
T.U.  Conference in L i l le  carr ied a Banner proc la iming,  "We procla im
the Fatherhood of  God,  the Brotherhood of  Man.  Jesus Chr is t  leads
and inspi res us."

Finally comes the challenging Trumpet Sound for Britain based on
Joel  I  & 2.  Our nat ion is  in  t rouble.  Why? Because we have fa l len
away from God. Restraints have been removed and the floodgates of a
great cesspool of iniquity have been thrown wide open. We have sown
the seeds of  our  own destruct ion.  Br i ta in urgent ly  needs a prophet  to-
day.  Haggai ,  Amos,  and Jeremiah had the message we need,  and
delivered it to the people of God in their day.

Mr. Gardner makes a powerful biblical analysis of what is really
wrong with Britain to-day, and concludes that the nation is ripe for
judgement.  The book deserves a wide c i rcu lat ion;  as i t  wi l l  make
readers wake up to the present  s i tuat ion,  and point  the way to repen-
tance and renewal.

In two promised further volumes, the author intends to show ftow
we have departed from God, historically, spiritually, morally,
polit ically, legally, and constitutionally.

W .  J .  P ,
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Romans l -8,  Wi l l iam Hendr iksen,  Banner of  Truth Trust ,  30lpp,
f5.25.

This is the first volume of a projected two-volume commentary on
Romans and covers chapters one to e ight  inc lus ive.  I t  has a l l  the hal l -
marks of  a Hendr iksen commentary wi th i ts  adequate in t roduct ion,
detailed exposition based upon the original Greek and the pastoral
concern that  pervades the whole.

Though he acknowledges that Romans touches upon many sub-
jects,  the commentator  f inds the author ,  Paul ,  return ing repeatedly to
the great  theme of  Just i f icat ion by Grace through Fai th a lone.  Thus
Romans answers the age-old problem, "How can a man be r ighteous
bc fo rc  Cod?" .

ln this first volume, Justif ication is shown to be reql and neces.sary
(chapters 1-3); scriptural (chapter 4); and effective or fruit-bearing
(chapters 5-8). In volume 2, Justif ication wil l be treated as historical
(chapters 9-11) and praclical (chapters 12-16).

Since there is  none r ighteous,  not  even one,  (Romans 3:9-20)  and
both Gent i les and Jews need Just i f icat ion (Romans l :18-32;  2: l -3:8) ,
the reality and necessity of Justification are underlined. lts scriplural
character is emphasised by an appeal to the example of Abraham
(4:1-12\  which p laces e loquent  s t ress upon the fact  that  the real isat ion
of  God's promise is  through fa i th  and not  by works (4:13-25) .

The effectiveness of God's blessing in Justif ication is treated under
the rubr ics of  Peace and Assurance (5:  l - l  l ) ;  Hol iness (6:1-14) ;  L iber-
t y  (7 : l - 6 ) ;  and 'No  condemna t i on ' f o r  t hose  i n  Ch r i s t  Jesus  (8 : l - 30 ) .

It is abundantly clear that Hendriksen has mastered the l iterature on
Romans,  not  only  in  the Engl ish but  a lso in  Dutch and German.  He is
unafraid to differ with other authorit ies, even those who are held in
high esteem in evangelical circles. The footnotes abound in discussions
of Creek words and references to the works of others thereby adding
greatly to the value of the commentary.

In h is  Foreword,  Hendr iksen notes the controvers ia l  nature of  the
Epistle and acknowledges that interpreters differ in their treatment of
passages that have, throughout the history of exegesis, proved dif-
f icult. Hendriksen, however, baulks no issue and those who are par-
t icu lar ly  in terested in  such quest ions as,  e.g. ,  the spi r i tua l  s tate of  the
man in Romans 

'/:14-25, 
wil l f ind the matter fully and adequately

discussed and a definite position taken.
The publishers have pointed out that Romans wil l not be Hen-

driksen's mqgnum opas. Nevertheless, it is not a book we should l ike
to have missed and we await the second volume with very great in-
terest  indeed.  

R.R.
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Revival  Sermons,  Wi l l iam C.  Burns,  Banner of  Truth Trust ,  205pp,
t 1 . 7 5 .

Wi l l iam Chalmers Burns was an honoured servant  of  God and
-rrcat ly  used of  Him both in  Scot land and China.  He d ied at  the com-
farat ive ly  ear ly  age o l '53,  having burned h imsel f  out  in  the cause o l '
( ' h r i s t .

In  th is  volume are some of  the messages preached in the days o l
ro ' iva l  when he was st i l l  a  young man.  They are the more in terest ing
t)n i lccouf l t  o f  the notes at  the beginning of  each sermon giv ing in for-
rnat ion as to the occasion of  i ts  del ivery.  Of  par t icu lar  in terest  to  some
ni l l  be the message preached on the eve of  the Disrupt ion.  I t  was
under Burns 'preaching that  rev ival  broke out  in  St .  Peter 's  Church,
Dundee,  rvh i le  the min is ter ,  Robert  Murray M'Cheyne,  was absent  in
the Holy Land.  There is  a great  s imi lar i ty  between the preaching of
these two men;  they breathe the same spi r i t .

Readers wi l l  recal l  an ar t ic le  on Wi l l iam Burns ent i t led "Evangel is t

Er t raord inary"  which appeared in our  issue of  Januar l , /February
1979,  and which g ives the background to th is  remarkable man.

M .  H .

I ) ia logue wi th God,  Guy Appere.  Evangel ica l  Press,  62pp,  paper-
back .  f 1 .25 .

This is  a f ine book on the subject  of  prayer .  I t  commences wi th
nran's  re lat ionship wi th God and deals wi th the creature before h is
Creator ,  the s inner  before the just  and holy God and the son before h is
Father.

The book proceeds to consider  such quest ions as,  "To Whom do we
pray?" and "Why?".  In  answer i t  shows that  prayer  is  par t  of  the p lan
decided by God to respond to our  needs.  tn  th is  connect ion there is  a
helpfu l  t reatment  of  ' the joy of  Cod in response to prayer ' .

Whi ls t ,  for  many,  prayer  is  s imply the repet i t ion of  wel l -known
l 'orms or  a long cata logue of  requests,  Appere sees i t  as two-s ided.
Prayer  is  a request  but  i t  is  a lso v i ta l ly  l inked to fe l lowship.

The scope of prayer and how to pray, lead to a consideration of
perseverance in prayer. This subject is discussed in relation to pro-
blems connected with prayer.

In chapter 7 we are exhorted to pray in the Name of Jesus and ac-
cord ing to the wi l l  o f  God and to seek the wi l l  o f  God in a spi r i t  o f
obedience. This chapter, with its emphasis upon the Word of Cod,
under l ines the t i t le  of  the book.  In  prayer ,  we are requi red to l is ten as
wel l  as to soeak.
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Finally, the author has something to say about Faith and Prayer.
A re  God ' s  p rom ises  conce rn ing  p raye r  uncond i t i ona l?  Wha t  i s  ou r  a t -
t i tude to Mat thew 21:22? Do we bel ieve,  as does the author ,  that  fa i th
i tse l f  is  an answer to prayer?

This book is  impressive most  of  a l l  because of  i ts  common-sense.  I ts
sani ty  is  especia l ly  ref reshing.

The translation from the French has given us a crisp text but the
very compactness of the style sometimes makes one wish for a fuller
t reatment  in  order  to defeat  misunderstanding.  Appere 's  idea of  God
in Chr is t  (p.17) ,  as i t  s tands,  would a lmost  suggest  some k ind of
patr ipassianism. Moreover,  h is  asser t ion that  God weeps (pp.  12 & l7)
seems imprecise to say the least .

Despi te these st r ic tures,  th is  is  a sane,  wholesome and balanced ap-
proach to an important  subject  and wi l l  r ich ly  repay a second reading.

R . R .

Bsxter's Guide to the value of o Book.

While reading ask yourself:
Could I spend this time better?
Are there better books that would edify me more?
Are the lovers of such a book as this the greatest lovers of the Book
of God and of a holy l i fe?
Does this book increase my love to the Word of God, kil l  my sin,
and prepare me for the l ife to come?

Reading maketh a full man, prayer a holy man, and temptation an
experienced man.

John Tropp.

Christian contentment does not consist in addition but in subtrac-
t ion.

We think that if we have this and that and the other we wil l be con-
tent, but it is the other way round.

"The rare jewel of Christian contentment"
by Jeremiah Burroughs.

l .
2 .
J .

^


