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Editorial
The Apostle Paul provides us with a wonderful example of a believer

who spontaneously broke out in praise as he considered the Lord and
His grace. The phrase "thanks be to God" was more than once upon
his lips. We notice three occasions.

I. Victory over death
"Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus

Christ" I Cor. 15:57. Without doubt this is one of the great chapters in
the New Testament, where Paul rises to great heights of eloquence. He
is concerned to show that the resurrection is a vital part of the Christian
message; it is no mere appendix to the faith. What the keystone is to the
arch, so is the resurrection to the Gospel. This is the message that
changed the disciples and sent them to preach the Gospel through the
then known world.

As Paul contemplates the triumph of God in Christ, he exclaims
"thanks be to God".

2. Christian Fellowship
"Thanks be to God, which put the same earnest care into the heart of

'Iitus for yo:u" 2 Cor. 8:16.
In Titus Paul had found a man united with him in the work, and

sharing the same burden for others. Here we see something of the
greatness of the Apostle. He was quite willing to recognise that other
men had the same burden as he had. Paul gives thanks for Titus and for
his heart of concern for the believers at Corinth. How thankful we
should be for fellow-workers; they are at the same time a help and an
inspiration.

3. God's Supreme Gift
"Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift" 2 Cor. 9:15.
In this chapter the Apostle has been speaking of Christian giving; he

has spoken of the generosity of the Macedonian churches in the hope of
stimulating the Corinthians to follow their example. He ends by setting
Christian giving alongside that of God Himself, and exclaims "thanks

be unto God for His unspeakable gift". God's gift of the Lord Jesus
Christ is His supreme gift, He so loved the world that He gave His only
Son.
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God's gift is all of grace; man had done nothing to merit or earn it.
Further, this gift can never be repeated, for the Lord Jesus is Cod's last
word to men.

The Apostle continually found cause for thanksgiving. Let us follow
his example and in everything give thanks.

The Sovereign Lord
An acquiescence in the Lord's will, founded in a persuasion of His

wisdom, holiness, sovereignty and goodness-this is one of our
greatest privileges. So far as we attain this we are secure from disap-
pointment.

Our own limited views and short-sighted purposes and desires may
be and will be often over-ruled, but then our main and leading desire
that the will of the Lord may be done must be accomplished.

How highly does it become us, both as creatures and as sinners to
submit to the appointments of our Maker, and how necessar)' to our
peace! This attainment is often overlooked, and we are prone ro fir
our attention on the second causes and immediate instruments of
events, forgetting that whatever befalls us is according to His purpose,
and therefore must be right, and shall in the issue be productive of
good.

From hence arise impatience, resentment, and secret repinings
which are not only sinful but tormenting, whereas if all things are in
His hand, if the very hairs of our head are numbered, if every event
great and small is under the direction of His providence and purpose;
and if He has a wise, holy and gracious end in view to which
everything that happens is subordinate and subservient-then we have
nothing to do but with patience and humility to follow as He leads,
and cheerfully to expect a happy issue.

The path of present duty is marked out, and the concerns of the
next and every succeeding hour are in His hands. How happy are they
who can resign all to Him, see His hand in every dispensation, and
believe that He chooses better for them than they possibly could for
themselves!

-Letters of John Newton.
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Great Faith Tested

: JOHN G. OLIVER 
i,.,

A sermon preached earlier this year in Eddrachillis parish Church.
Sutherland, where the writer ministers.

This is the story of Jesus and the Canaanite or Syro-phenician
woman, recorded in St. Matthew's Gospel 15:21-28 and in St. Mark's
Gospel 7: 24-30. It is a remarkable story of this woman's heroic faith
and how Jesus repeatedly tested it in order that it might be shown forth
in its great strength. She shewed great faith when it might least have
been expected, but such are the ways of God, they are past finding out.

Jesus, with His disciples, came to the coastal area of the towns of
Tyre and Sidon. This was part of the Phoenician tract of Syria. A
Gentile or Greek woman came to Jesus, asking help for her afflicted
daughter. She is called a woman of Canaan, meaning she was descended
from the Canaanites who inhabited Syria and Palestine, before
Palestine was conquered by Joshua and the Israelities who came across
the river Jordan, after the forty years ofdesert wandering. She was thus
a descendant of Israel's ancient enemies. Drawing near to Jesus, she ut-
tered a persistent and pathetic cry-the cry of all human cries most like-
ly to arouse pity in those who hear it-the cry of a mother for her af-
flicted child: "Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my
daughter is grievously vexed with a devil". At the end of the preceding
chapter in St. Matthew's Gospel (ch. 14:36) we are told "as many as
touched the hem of His garment were made perfectly whole". In view of
such compassion of Jesus, we might perhaps have expected that He
would at once give this woman the help she needed. The remarkable
thing about the story is that He did not do so. He seems to discourage,
and almost reprove the woman, in her request.

We may notice the woman's humility in her request. She does not
bring her child, nor does she ask Jesus to go to her. She simply spreads
her grief before him. In her request she also shows her faith. She thinks
that Jesus' power can heal from afar. How startling, then, must it have
been for her when Jesus "answered her not a word". A silent Christ to a
suf'ferer's cry seems to contradict the whole gospel story. Then, in a
shorter and more poignant form she repeats her cry "Lord, help me".
Jesus now answers her, but gently and almost playfully reminds her that
"it is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs". In
the eyes of the Jews, she, a heathen women, was as unclean as one of
the scruffy dogs which prowled around ancient eastern cities, without a
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home and without dn owner, feeding on the filth and refuse of the
streets. She would see the implied allusion to herself. So easily she might
have broken out: "Here is cold comfort-not only to have my request
slighted,but to be called a dog! I would have been better to have stayed
at home". Or, she might have protested, ,,I am not a dog. I am a
woman, an honest woman. I am sure it is not right to call me a dog".

But no such complaint escapes from her. In humility she accepts the
allusion, and her acceptance reveals not only her humility but her
remarkable faith. Here is the secret of the story. Her strong faith is its
striking feature. The reason for our Lord's silence and apparent indif-
ference to her cry is in order to show the victorious nature of faith. Such
is faith that it will trust in God's word, when everything seems to be
against it. It simply takes God at His word, even u,hen every cir-
cumstance seems to contradict it. Says Spurgeon: .,Our Lord was
charmed with the fair jewel of this woman's faith. He resorved to turn it
round and see it in other lights. So He tried her faith by His silence and
His discouraging replies, that He might see its strength".

Had this woman lived in Jerusalem or Bethany, and made this prayer
to Jesus: "Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David"-it would
have been great faith. But coming from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, it
is surprising faith indeed. It can teach us that it is grace, not place,
which makes people believers. (Ryle).

Let us notice the discouragement the woman met. ,.He answered her
not a word." In all other cases, Christ encourages those who come to
Him. Why does He discourage this woman? Because He is trying her
faith. He knows what is in her heart. It was He who gave her faith in the
first place, and He knows its strength. He knew that no matter what
discouragement she met, her faith could not be extinguished or
destroyed, for it was a creation of God with its origin from heaven. So
the God who gave her faith, now tries it with these discouragements,
that being so tried it may come forth as gold. It is a story like that of
God's tempting of Abraham to offer his son Isaac-a perplexing com-
mand. Many of God's ways with us can be perplexing. This story, and
that of Abraham offering Isaac, provides the key to unlock the mystery."He answered her not a word." She might well have been quite cast
down by our Lord's refusal. We are told that His ear is always open to
hear the cry of those who call on Him (Ps.l45: 18,19). yet now to this
woman He turns a deaf ear. She receives no answer. Why was Christ
silent? Not to extinguish her faith, but to make her persevere, and be
more earnest in prayer. He heard her, but He would draw her on. He
would make her pray more fervently, and thus show all the world what
true faith is-it will not be put off by any setback. It is one reason why
the Scriptures call it "precious fatth" (2 Pet. l.l).
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Her faith was beidg tried that she might come forth as gold. So she
prayed on. By and by, our Lord did speak-in answer to the disciples'
request that He send her away: "I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of
the house of Israel". Here was further discouragement for the woman.
Now her hope is quite dashed. Jesus argues against her. She r a lost
sheep, but not of the house of Israel. Now she falls at his feet, and with
pathetic brevity, repeats her prayer: "Lor$, help me". The more intense
her feelings the fewer are her words. Says Mclaren, heart prayers are
short prayers.

The second saying of our Lord was even less encouraging than the
first: "It is not meet to take the children's bread, and cast it to dogs".
This seems to cut her off from all hope. She might well have been driven
to despair, had her faith not been strong indeed. But so strong is her
faith, that she does not contradict Christ's word-she does not dispute
that to the Jews belong great privileges from God-all she asks is that
some crumbs, falling as it were accidentally, should come within her
reach. "Truth, Lord."-"I am a dog, I have no right to the children's
bread." So meanly does she speak of herself. "Yet the dogs eat of the
crumbs." Here is remarkable spiritual discernment. Her faith is so lively
that she takes that which seems to be against her, and makes it work for
her. Here is faith finding encouragement in that which appears
discouraging. "Yet the dogs eat of the crumbs." The domestic pets
under the table are allowed to eat of the children's crumbs-for they
belong to the household. She weaves a plea out of Jesus'very words:
"Yes, Lord, I am one of the dogs-then I belong to the household".
She accepts Jesus' analogy, and only asks Him to carry out His own
metaphor. She asks not for a place at the table-a crumb is enough for
her. "Give me a crumb, and I am content. One crumb of grace and
power from Thy table will cast the devil out of my daughter." Her
humility and necessity made her glad of crumbs. We, too, will be
thankful for anything, when we are conscious that we deserve nothing.
Even a crumb from Christ is precious to a believer. The very crumbs
from His table are the bread of life.

Her perseverance, at length, obtained its gracious reward: "O

woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt". The pro-
mise, "Seek and ye shall find" has never been broken. Christ, hitherto,
had hidden His face from her. Now He gathers her with everlasting
kindness.

Jesus commends her faith: "O woman, great is thy faith". Several
other graces shone in her conduct-wisdom, humility, meekness,
patience, perseverance in prayer. But all these came from her faith. She
was all these other things, because, first of all, she had faith. So Christ
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most of all commends her faith. Faith is the grace, which most honours
Christ, and so of all the graces Christ honours faith most. (Henry).

Moreover, it was great faith, that Christ commends in her. In face of
many discouragements-when Christ appeared more like an enemy to
her than a friend-she persevered in prayer, undaunted.

Lastly, we have the cure: "Be it unto thee even as thou wilt". Here is
Christ's word. even now to us,in whatever we seek at His hands. If it be
pardon, or strength in temptation, or stronger faith, He will say, when
we ask in faith: "Be it unto thee, even as thou wilt". And as His word,
so was the deed done: "Her daughter was made whole from that very
hour". "He spake and it was done." (Ps. 33.9).

We, like this woman, may have to wait long for an answer to our
prayers. We may think we pray in vain,and intercede with no profit.
But this story tells us that Jesus heard the Canaanitish woman, and He
granted her request. Her faith was rewarded. If we go to Jesus as she
did, He will hear us, and one day give an answer to us that will exceed
all our expectations.

The Tender Grape
KATHLEEN BOORMAN

'The Tender Grape' is regularly advertised in our columns. We feel
our readers will appreciate knowing more of this helpful publication.

I liked writing, but what should I write? How did one set about it? In
my circle I knew no-one who could advise me' I worked out my longing
in frequent letters to my friends.

One day I went to a Nursery School Association Meeting in London
at which the speaker asked if anyone would be willing to help her read
and make criticisms of comics. This was at a time when our bookstalls
were being flooded with horrific comics from U.S.A. and Australia.
The public were suddenly aware of their evil potential and a Govern-
ment Enquiry was set up. I waited behind at the end of the meeting.
Only one other person went up to speak to Miss Boyce so that I felt I
ought to offer, although as a child I had never been allowed to have
comics. At the time I was a young teacher with a concern about
children's reading. A monthly bundle of between twenty and thirty
comics of every variety soon made me heartily glad that I had never had
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to'read them as a child. Some were quite good, others quite appalling,
and by the end of the year I felt thoroughly sick of them all. Surely it
should be possible to produce something more worthwhile for children
to read.

I talked about it to a few friends, most of whom thought I would be
sticking my neck out quite unnecessarily. Children would still read com-
ics. Why bother?

About three years before this 'The Little Gleaner', a Christian paper I
had read as a child had dwindled in size and finally ceased publication.
The matter became an increasing burden to me. In the little chapel at
Knaphill we had started a Sunday School and soon we began to wonder
what we could do to increase our influence over the children we taught
for one hour a week. A leaflet to take home seemed to be the answer.
We duplicated a hymn sheet with Sunday School news on the back
page. It was soon felt that a newsletter each month would also help.
This decision thrilled me. Could 'The Tender Grape' come to birth at
last? My hopes were quickly dashed when I was given no part in the
production of this first monthly newsletter.

It came about that pressure of work made it quite impossible to pro-
duce the second month's issue without my help. In fact I had to do the
whole of it. I took the empty pages to my room and, like Hezekiah with
his letter, spread them out before the Lord for His help. I had brewed
over my plans for so long that I knew how I wanted to set about 'The

Tender Grape'. I wanted three articles aimed at three different age
groups, but I felt that since this issue had our own Sunday School in
mind there must be some links with the first newsletter. Items must also
have some local interest. I wrote the articles, drew a picture for the
children to colour and sent it off for the superintendent's scrutiny.

When he had read it through he felt that God had indeed called and
prepared me for this work and that he must do what he could to help.
On the Tuesday evening before our mid-week service he called me into
the vestry and shared his conviction that the Lord would have him help
me produce 'The Tender Grape'regularly. He would duplicate the ar-
ticles I had sent him if I would design a cover and be prepared to spend
Saturdays running off the stencils, collating and stapling the pages.

I went into the chapel in a state of elation. Imagine my amazement
when Mr Stanley Delves gave out his text, "Prove me now herewith,
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not...pour you out a blessing...neither
shall your vine cast her fruit". (Mal. 3:10-ll). It was an enormous en-
couragement to me, especially as a suitable name had been no small
part of the exercise over the magazine. The following Saturday was
spent duplicating 150 copies. It was very exciting to see one's brain-
child come to birth.
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Cycling to school on the Monday morning my mind was busy on the
magazine affairs. As a young teacher I was comfortably off, but would
it be fair to my parents to put all my earnings into the magazine? Would
my salary be enough if 'The Tender Grape' were to prosper? Could I
as-k other people for financial help? As the cycle wheels turned my heart
was laid bare before God.

Once at school there was little time for any further thought upon the
matter, but during our evening meal my father asked me if I had seen
my note and he pointed to fl on the piano stool.

"What's it for?" I asked.
"The Tender Grape," he replied. "I took a copy into a friend's office

this morning and he immediately gave me fl towards the work and he
has promised to give the same every month!" Later that same evening,
that friend called with his wife and gave me another f7.50. It was quite

overwhelming.
"You can'i produce amagazinelike this without money," he said' "I

have been to see some friends and told them about it this evening, and
they have agreed to make regular contributions every month as long as
you need them. This is to start you off." By the wednesday of that first
week, seven people had agieed to make these monthly contributions
and each of them has continued from that day to this, except those the
Lord has called to Himself. The only thing that has changed has been
that as costs have risen they have increased their giving.

About two months later, I received another letter telling me that
when 'The Little Gleaner' had ceased publication some friends had tried
to revive it. They had collected a small sum of money on which to work
but their project had never come to anything. They had therefore
unanimouily decided that this money and their future support should
be given to 'The Tender Grape' instead. For many, many years these
p"oltr also gave regularly to the work and did all they could to make
ittri tenAei Grape' known. Several of them were also staunch sup-
porters of 'The Gospel Magazine' and I was given every encouragement
possible by the then editor, the late Rev' W. Dodgson Sykes'

Anothei thing I did that first week was to write a letter to Mr' S'
Delves enclosing a copy of the first issue. From that day forward he
took a tremendous interest in the magazine doing everything in his
power to make it known among the many churches he visited up and
down the land. He never came to Knaphill but that he wanted a full
report of progress, new developments, encouragements and difficulties'
Many were the hours of advice and encouragement he gave me' He was
neu.i rno.. delighted than when I could show him letters testifying to
blessing received, or tell him of new readers in some distant part of the

world.
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Before the secorid iSsue was ready for despatch, there w"erebne hun-
dred subscriptions paid up for one year and I felt the Lord was setting
His seal and approval upon the work, for I do not believe He sends
money where there is no need. Though subsequently I have had to face
very heavy increases in costs, our needs have always been supplied and I
have never had to worry about this side of the work.

One of the early burdens on my heart was, "Would I be able to keep
going?". I felt very strongly that once I began the magazine there must
be no looking back. I need not have feared. The Lord has filled the
pages and honoured His promise to help me for nearly thirty years.
Long before I started school the Lord impressed a text upon my mind. I
did not then know what it meant at all. I had to ask my mother whether
she had ever heard the words before and whether they were in the Bible.

"Looking unto Jesus,/he Author and Finisher of our faith." Little
then did I understand how richly meaningful that text would became as
I monthly asked the Author of my salvation to guide my pen as I seek to
instruct the young in the Scriptures which are able to make them wise
unto salvation.

This would seem an appropriate point to pay tribute to the faithful
contributors who have come forward to help with articles, illustrations,
and puzzles; not to mention those who have addressed envelopes,
packed parcels, filed away answers and compiled lists of names. Only
once have we missed an issue, and that because of a Post Office strike
which proved a blessing to me personally as it coincided with a short
stay in hospital and an arm in a sling for about a month.

After six years our circulation had increased so that we felt we could
consider a printed issue. That meant considering what the cover should
be like. I had many consultations with the printer when 'out of the blue'
I received a letter and samples of covers from 'The Bible Lands Society'.
These were so reasonable and attractive that the printer advised me to
scrap all 'our' ideas and accept these which would prove cheaper. Again
the decision brought its own little heavenly endorsement when the
secretary of 'Bible Lands' acknowledged my first order and told me that
as a missionary society themselves it would be well within the scope of
their charter to help 'The Tender Grape' with the cost of the covers. To
this day we have never been charged the full price.

It is customary always to print a few more copies of each issue than
are actually ordered. These spares began to accumulate in the cup-
board, until, through the Trinitarian Bible Society Quarterly, we found
addresses abroad where out-of-date copies would be acceptable. At first
most of these were in the West Indies, but then they began to go to
India and Guyana. At first these parcels were made up of very out-of-
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date copies but now they are only a few months behind the current
issues. These copies and the postage are all paid for by the kindness ofa
few of my subscribers, and over the years I have received many letters
of appreciation from overseas recipients.

There was once a lovely letter from a little African girl telling me that
she had become a Christian through reading 'The Tender Grape'. I had
seen her name in an educational magazine asking for a pen-friend. She
liked her first copy and wrote to ask if she could have it regularly. Later
on I had a letter from the head of the boarding school she attended, tell-
ing me there had been such a change for the better in this pupil that they
has asked her what had happened. She showed them the magazine
which had led her to read her Bible and brought her to the Saviour. It
was not a Christian School, but the head thought I would like to know
that the child had organised her own reading rota, so that as many of
her friends as possible could share her copy-the magazines were being
handed round until they literally fell to pieces' This head-teacher sug-
gested that if I could spare a few more copies she herself would see that
as many girls as possible had the opportunity to read them. For many
years after that, a parcel w€nt into the school every month until first the
head, and then the teacher she asked to take on the distribution, retired,
long after Clara had left school.

A few years ago there was another letter from a mother in Australia
telling me that on his death-bed her twelve-year old son had asked her to
write and tell me how much his magazines had meant to him.

Such testimonies have been very precious bonuses from the Author
or our salvation. It is not every minister of the Gospel who hears of fruit
for his labours, but the Lord has from time to time granted me such
tokens of His favour. School Assembly prayers had at times deeply in-
fluenced me. There had been one that seemed specially suitable in the
ministry of 'The Tender Grape'. In this prayer we asked grace "not to
look for any reward, save that of knowing that we do Thy service".

I have found my Master much more generous.

There is no event in this world, however great or small, which hap-
pens by chance. "The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord."
All our circumstances and experiences are directed by the Lord, for "of

Him and through Him and to Him are all things". Cultivate the habit of
seeing the hand of God in everything that happens to you. It is sheer
unbelief which disconnects the ordinary things of life from God.

-A. W. Pink.
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Boundless Mercy
W. J. McDOWELL

The writer is now in retirement in Belfast, prior to which he served
many years in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.

The entire l03rd Psalm seems to be an exposition of the 8th Verse:
"The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in
mercy".

REVELATION. Where did David get his assurance of God's
mercy? His own early life was troubled by Saul's continual harassment.
In his later years the members of his family gave him much vexation. If
we turn to Exodus 34:6 we will find there the foundations of the
Psalmist's confidence. It reads: "The Lord passed by...and proclaimed,
The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and
adundant in goodness and truth".If the two passages are carefully com-
pared it will be noticed that David repeats almost verbatim the revela-
tion given to Moses.

How thankful we ought to be that we are not left to speculate about
God because of our experiences. We have the records of His own
revelation concerning Himself. To quote Matthew Henry: "Divine
revelation is one of the first and greatest of divine favours with which
the church is blessed; for God restores us to Himself by revealing
Himself to us, and gives us all good by giving us knowledge".

EXPERIENCE. Although our experiences, in themselves, are not
sufficient to give us a true knowledge of God, the history of God's
people as recorded in the Bible reveals that "the Lord executeth
righteousness and judgement for all that are oppressed". Think of the
cruel bondage of Israel in Egypt, and of the glorious deliverance by
Divine power, and you will see that His ways made known to Moses
"and His acts unto the children of Israel" testify that "the Lord is mer-
ciful".

But the Psalmist is not content to dwell only on the past. He writes of
his personal, present experience in verses l-5. The verbs that speak of
forgiveness, redemption, satisfaction, etc., are all in the present tense.
The man who has truly experienced God's mercy should be daily con-
scious of it. Like David he ought not to forget "all His benefits".

THE DIMENSIONS. Verse l l draws attention to the height of
God's mercy. "As the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his
mercy toward them that fear him." Its breadth is suggested in verse 12.
"As far as the east is from the west. so far hath he removed our

155



156 Gospel Magozine

transgressions from us." Its length is referred to in verse 17. "The mer-

.V ofin. Lord is from everlasting to everlasting." Spurgeon quotes Ber-

nardassaying:"Fromeverlast ing,bypredest inat ions;toeverlast ing'
UV gforificutioln: the one without beginning, the other without end".

- 
gut no man has a measuring rod long enough to measure - such

tnints-tfrey are infinite. Paul suggests to the Ephesians the-exercise of

-.uiuting the love of Christ, its breadth' length, depth and height'-and

.or.r"a.r" with what has 
'been 

called "its fourth dimension"-it
;'p"ri.itt ttowledge". The Psalmist and the Apostle agree' The divine

mercy is "far beyond all human comprehension' measurd by an

infinite dimension".
THEDEDUCTIoNS.Versesgandl0emphasisethatthe.merci ful

foia trus infinite patience with His people. He often has occasion to be

angry with us, but as Matthew Henry expresses it: "He is not soon

uni.y...ff. is not long angry". It may bethat we feel that the Lord has

UeJ" a"aUng severely with ui, but the Psalmist assures us that "He hath

not dealt with us after our sins...." What would be our condition if He

Jiat Sut.ty we would be suffering the pains of the damned'

Immeasurable compassion is inother blessing the merciful- God

bestows upon us (verses l3-16). "He remembereth that we are dust."

We often'forget that to our own loss and disappointment' Spurgeon

comments: ,,we have sometimes heard of 'the Iron Duke" and of iron

constitutions, but the words are soon belied, for the Iron- Duke is

airtotu.a, and other men of like vigour are following to the grave'

where 'dust to dust' is an appropriate reqiriem"'
But David does not write bnly bf God's knowledge of our nature. He

,p"ut, or God,, f"th.rly care in verse 13.^"Like as a father pitieth his

.'hild..n, so the Lord iitieth them that fear him." The westminster

Conf.*ion of Faith states that those who are adopted into God's fulit'
"are pitied, protected, provided for, and chastened by Him as by a

fathei,,. Some critics point tt" finger of scorn at the God of the old

iestament as being hirsh and tyrannical, but the charge is not true'

itrir ptut* can be plainly seen to be in full agreement yitll those New

i.iiutn*t purrug"i that extol the exceeding riches of God's grace'- -g"itfrl' 
relatio'nships are sometimes marred by misunderstandings,

but not io this heauenly one. The merciful Lord has an unchangeable

love towards His own. Hir tn.r.y is "from everlasting to everlasling".

If He loved us in those days when we disregarded Him' surely^He will

not cast us off now when He has turned our hearts to Himself'

THE PEOPLE' This boundless mercy is the property of Him-Who
. . h a t h p r e p a r e d ( e s t a b l i s h e d ) h i s t h r o n e i n t h e h e a v e n s ' ' , W h o s e
,,tingAo*'ruleth over all". it is not the indiscriminate favour of a

limited God.
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. But do not all men enjoy this infinite mercy? Apparently not, since
various names or descriptions are given to those who enjoy it-the sin-
ful, the weak, the oppressed, those who "fear the Lord". This last
description seems to be the focus-it is mentioned in verses I l, 13, and
17, sentences that specifically refer to the exercise of God's mercy."There must be a humble, hearty reverence of His authority", remarks
C. H. Spurgeon, "or we cannot taste of His grace. Godly fear is one of
the first products of the divine life in us, it is the beginning of wisdom,
yet it fuUy ensures to the possessor all the benefits of divine mercy, and
is, indeed, here and elsewhere, employed to set forth the whole of true
re l ig ion . . .Those who are  presuming upon the  in f in i te
extent of divine mercy, should here be led to consider that although it is
wide as the horizon and high as the stars, yet it is only meant for them
that fear the Lord, and as for obstinate rebels, they shall have justice
without mercy measured out to them".

David calls upon the holy angels, and all God's works in all places, to
join with him in speaking well of God, and then concludes with his
opening refrain: "Bless the Lord, O my soul".

OId Testament Studies
SAMSON

MAURICE HANDFORD

Samson, a judge of Israel for twenty years, was renowned for his
prodigious strength. Like Peter in the New Testament, he was im-
petuous and impulsive and suffered for a time ignominious defeat.

There are only two persons in the Old Testament whose births were
foretold by angels-Isaac and Samson; this was surely an indication
of great expectations. From the time of his birth the gifts of God were
showered in good measure upon Samson. He had the priceless
privilege of being the child of godly parents. Manoah his father asked
the angel "how shall we order the child and how shall we do unto
him?" (Judges 13:12). He was to be a Nazarite separated unto God's
service from birth. Two outward marks distinguished the Nazarite
from his fellows-he refused wine and strong drink, and he allowed
his hair to grow.
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THE SOURCE OF HIS STRENGTH

Samson was raised up of God to "begin to deliver Israel out of the
hand of the Philistines". The secret of his strength is revealed in
Judges 14:6-"the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him". No
work that is done in the arm of the flesh will stand the test of time.
There is great charm about Samson's character. How modest he
was-after his first gteat feat in killing a lion "he told not his father or
his mother what he had done". He was not one to boast of his
achievements. He possessed tremendous courage-he seems to have
been the only one of all his countrymen who dared to fight against the
Philistines. He possessed patience and long-suffering and allowed men
to bind him without reproach.

His abnormal strength placed him in a category by himself. He was
rugged and fearless, and appeared invincible. He was the hope of his
people; when brave men were beginning to lose courage, Samson gave
them fresh heart.

He was also a man of prayer-he worshipped the true God at a time
when many Israelites were sunk in idolatry and superstition. It is
good to look at such a man; there is much that calls forth our admira-
tion but there was one great flaw.

THE SECRET OF HIS WEAKNESS

Although Samson on many occasions demonstrated both his
tremendous strength and his deep faith in God he went down at last in
ignominious defeat. Like all such falls its was not some sudden hap-
pening but the result of a slow process.

He started on the slippery downward path by becoming a partner to
a mixed marriage. It must have been a great sorrow to his godly parents
when he went down to Timnath and saw a woman of the Philistines
and married her. There is great need for the warning to be sounded
against entering into marriage either with members of the Church of
Rome or with unbelievers. The Word of God is very clear on this mat-
ter "be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers" (2 Cor. 6:14).

Samson's urtgodly matrimonial alliance was a great contributory
factor to his becoming entrapped and conquered. It could all have
been avoided, for he brought all his calamities upon himself. He
trifled with temptation. He proved to be as morally weak as he was
physically strong, and brought disgrace upon God's cause. Later he
visited Delilah although he saw how she tried not only to entice him
but to entrap him. He put up no resistance but rather played with fire.
Then when he was asked the secret of his great strength he ought to
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have refused to discuss the matter at all. In the end, either because he
was moved by Delilah's tears or because he was tired of her per-
sistence, he yielded the secret. Like so many, he lacked the courage to
say "no". The result of all this was that the strong man was con-
quered, captive and degraded. So it came about that the man who
could conquer an army was himself conquered by a woman of the
Philistines. Samson failed so terribly because he had not learned, as
Paul did, to keep under his body and bring it into subjection (l Cor.
9:27). Samson believed he could outwit the wily Delilah but he became
pliable clay in her capable hands. Her charms bewitched him. her
roguery intrigued him.

THE SINCERITY OF HIS REPENTANCE

The last picture we have of Samson reveals his repentance and
restoration. At the great house in Gaza on a Philistine festive day they
said "Call for Samson, that he may make us sport" (Judges 16:25).
Before the gazing multitude and the shouts and laughter of the pagan
worshippers and guided by a youth, Samson was made to feel the shame
of his folly. If ever a man realised how foolish he had been, it was Sam-
son on that feast day of Dagon. However, he knew something of real
sorrow for sin and a repentance that was sincere and so his prayer was
abundantly answered. Man's extremity proved again to be God's op-
portunity. "Where sin abounded grace did much more abound." God's
strength was made perfect in the day of Samson's weakness. Such
restoration by God's grace may be ours if we have left our first love and
got away from the Lord. The Scripture says "if we confess our sins, He
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness" (l John l:9).

In the end his death was more effective than all the triumphs of his
life. His second term of service was short but very effective; it exceeded
all he had done before (Judges 16:30).

The story of Samson contains several warnings that we do well to
heed. We find here a warning against dallying with sin and trifling with
temptation. We are exhorted "resist the devil and he will flee from
you" (James 4:7). There is also a warning against self-confidence. Sam-
son's failure was due in a measure to this. We can only stand so long as
we stand in God's strength. We fall as soon as we trust in our own. Our
sufficiency is only of God (2 Cor. 3:5).

Furthermore, there is a warning against forgetting or ignoring our
promises and vows made to God. Samson seems to have lightly esteem-
ed his vow. Two phrases sum up the man-a secret betrayed and a vow
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ignored. Let us beware of the tendency to forget in the day of prosperity

the vows made in the day of adversity.
A man is never so weak as when he is proud of his strength and never

so strong as when in utter weakness he clings to the promises of God.

"Finally my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His
might. Put on the whole srmour of God that ye may be able to stand
ogiirtt the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not ogainst flesh and
ilood, but ogainst principalities against powers, against the rulers of the

darkntess of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places"
(Eph.6: 10-12).

New Testament Christians
(3) "Witnesses" John l5:27, Acts I:8, Heb. I2:I

S. MALCOLM JONES

Among other things the words 'witness' or 'witnesses' are used in the

New Tesiament to describe christians. Perhaps no title describes the

dynamic of the christian faith like it. For one of the outstanding
features of the believers in New Testament times was that they were

always bearing witness to the Lord Jesus Christ Who had saved them.

They are portrayed as those "that have turned the world upside down".
Act; 17:6. Before their enemies they said, "we cannot but speak the

things which we have seen and heard". Acts 4:20. Someone once wrote
"love will stammer rather than be silent".

In the.f i rst  place the words'witness'Or 'witnesses'have a Strong
judicial lint. When speaking to the disciples concerning how to deal
*ittr un offending brother, Jesus said (Matthew I 8: I 6) " . . .if he will not

hear thee. then tike with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of

two or three witnesses (marturonl every word may be established". The
witness has first-hand knowledge of facts, and declares before a court

of justice what he has seen or heard.
ih. norn 'witness' (morturos) takes on a much wider meaning in

scripture. To.witness'no longer remains only with facts, but-also in-

cludes convictions and opinions that are true and are believed by those
who declare them. In this way we begin to see that 'witnesses' are men

and women of faith. The "cloud of witnesses"(?) in Heb. 12:l con-
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sisted of men who believed the promise of God. As a nation, Israel was
God's witness to the heathen, confessing and proclaiming that He alone
is the living God. Isa. 43:10 and 44:8.

The early witnesses in the New Testament were those who knew
christ and were associated with His ministry, and were eye-witnesses of
His death and resurrection. Luke 24:46-48. witnessing is also extended
to include those who did not know Jesus in the days of His flesh, but
who know Him by faith, and have confessed Him as Lord and Saviour.
This was true of the apostle Paul, Acts 22:15. and all since who have
declared their faith in the crucified and risen Lord. In John 15:27, our
Lord said "And ye also shall bear witness". Commenting on these
words Leon Morris wrote, "there is a responsibility resting on all chris-
tians to bear their witness to the facts of saving grace. They cannot
evade this".

Christian witness involves telling in your own words what you have
experienced of the grace of God in the gospel. One must be joined to
christ by faith before one can tell others about Him. The psalmist said"...come...and I will declare what He has done for my soul". ps. 66:16.
It must also be remembered that witnessing is not merely saying what
Christ has done for us, but also what Christ is to us. How right the
preacher was who said "the grammar of Christian experience is always
in the present tense".

Of course, this is no ordinary task. Neither can it be effectively exer-
cised by mere deft skill or expertise. Being a spiritual work, it calls for
spiritual power. Well might we ask, "who is sufficient for such a task?"
and receive the reply, "No-one save the Holy Spirit and all upon whom
He rests". If one statement bears this out it is Acts 1:8. ,,ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses...". Speaking of the ministry of the Holy Spirit, our Lord said"He shall testify of Me" John l5:6; "He shall glorify Me" John 16:14;"He will reprove the world of sin...righteousness...judgement" John
l6:8. Clearly the Holy Spirit alone can enable us to tell of Christ who is
everything.

An important question is "how are we to witness to the saving power
of the gospel?" Surely by life and by lip. In one sense, what we are is
more important than what we say. McCheyne wrote, "whilst the church
is looking for better methods, God is looking for better men". How true
it is that actions speak louder than words. A life made new by the power
of God and made like Christ by the grace of God is an argument the
world cannot overturn. Opponents of the early church were silenced
when they saw the change in the man healed at the gate beautiful. Acts
4:14. Our Lord's words to the healed leper are deeply significant"....say nothing....go thy way, show thyself to the priest". Mk. l:44.

l6l
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Clearly the difference would be apparent without a word being spoken.
How sad it is when people cannot hear what we say' because of the
noise of what we are. A native once said to a missionary' "You Chris-
tians are not as good as your book".

We are to witness with our lips, of course. The prayer of the Psalmist
was "open thou my lips; and my mouth shall show forth thy praise".
Ps. 51:15. In Romans l0:10 the apostle wrote "...with the heart man
believeth...with the mouth confession is made unto salvation". Calvin
comments "true faith ought to kindle the heart with zeal for God's
glory in such a way that it pours forth its own flame. No one can believe
with the heart without confessing with the mouth. There is laid on us as
a perpetual consequence of faith the necessity of confession with the
mouth....". Yet it is only when the heart is full of the grace of God that
the lips can speak. Jesus said, "....out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaketh". Matt. 12:34. The gallant maid in the story of 2 Kings
5 witnessed in this way, "would God my lord were with the
prophet....he would recover him of his leprosy". Billy Bray, the in-
defatigable Cornish man bore such a witness too. After his conversion
in 1823, he became a poteflt agent for Christ and the gospel. His words
had a magnetic power. F. W. Bourne wrote of him, "he could no more
help speaking of Christ and his salvation, than the sun can help
shining". This is the call of God to every christian, it is the responsibili-
ty of the whole church. With a firm conviction and deep concern
George Swinnock wrote, "the upright soul is constant in his profession,
and changes not his behaviour according to his companions. Oh, that I
might never through shame or fear disown Him who has already
acknowledged me". The sentiments of the hymnists are the same:

Jesus! ond shall it ever be,
A mortal man oshamed of Thee,
Ashamed of Thee, whom angels Proise,
Whose glories shine through endless days?

Ashamed of Jesus, of mY God,
Who purchased me with His own
Of Him who, to retrieve mY loss,
Despised the shame, endured the cross!

Ashamed of Jesus, that deor Friend
On whom my hopes of heaven dePend!
No, when I blush, be this mY shome,
That I no more revere His Name.
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ou" Ashamed of Jesus! yes, I may 
': F "' ..t ",.-

When I've no guilt to wash away,
No tear to wipe, no good to crove,
No fears to quell, no soul to sove.

Ashumed of Jesus, of my Lord,
By all heaven's glorious hosts adored!
No, I will make my boast of Thee,
In time and in eternity!

Till then, nor is my boasting vain,
Till then I boast a Saviour slain!
And O moy this my glory be,
Thst Christ is not ashomed of me!

Joseph Grigg
Benjamin Francis

The advance of Romanism
When the Trustees of The Gospel Magazine held their annual

meeting in Fleet Street at the beginning of April, the proposed visit of
the Pope to Britain and the elevation of the Papal Delegate to the
Roman Catholic hierarchy to the status of Ambassador to the Court of
St. James's were both discussed and viewed with deep concern.

The Trustees believe that our national history has repeatedly shown
that the Church of Rome in its religious, political and social activities,
has frequently been inimical to Scriptural truths and to Britain's best in-
terests. The Trustees have written to the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr.
Runcie; and to the Prime Minister to urge that the present unwise
policies in relation to the Vatican, and to the unreformed Church of
Rome should not be continued.

Throughout the years The Gospel Magazinehas maintained a witness
to the supreme authority of Holy Scripture in every matter of faith and
practice. This has resulted in a strong adherence to the great principles
of the Reformation and to the religious and political liberties which the
Reformation secured.

The Trustees pledge themselves to pray and work for deliverance
from the perils of association with the Church of Rome and the in-
fluence of the Vatican.
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MacKENZIE

STORM AT SEA

__,"Here is a gale warning for the North Sea and English channel.
winds gale force nine from north veering north west, imirinent." Have
you ever switched on the radio and heard an announcement like that?
Probably if you are comfortable at home, you will give no further
thought to that gale warning. But if your father or broiher was a sailor
and was likely to be in that part of the sea, the storm there would be
much more worrying to you. And if you were going to travel in a ship
yourself, the weather news would be even -ori important.

It can be quite alarming to travel across the sea in a gale. The wind
lashes up the waves, which pound against the hull of th-e ship. Even a
large ship can shudder with the force of the waves.

The passengers in the s.hip can do nothing to stop the waves. Even the
captain of the vessel can do nothing. He has control of the ship but he
has no control at all over the waves or the wind.

There is only one Person who has command over the waves and wind.
God alone can quieten a storm. psalm 107 verse 29 tells you .,The storm
is changed into a calm at His command and will, so that the waves
which raged before are now quiet and still,'.

In the Gospels you will read of Jesus' power over the waves and the
wind. Jesus was once in a boat crossing the sea of Galilee with His
disciples. He fell asleep in the stern of the boat on a pillow. on their
journey a great storm blew up. The wind howled and tlie waves crashed
over the bow of the boat.

The disciples were very afraid and they woke Jesus, shouting ,,Lord
save us; we perish".

Jesus was not afraid. He gently rebuked the disciples for being
frightened. "Why are you fearful, O you of little faitht" He said.

Then He did what no orher man could do. He stood up in the boat
and said to the sea "Peace, be still". And there was a great calm.

The disciples were amazed at Jesus' power over the wind and the
waves. The wind and waves obeyed Jesus because He is God and has all
power over everything.

Sometimes on your journey through life, you may find yourself in
trouble or difficulty.

What kind of troubles do you have?
Perhaps you have quarrelled with one of your friends and find it hard
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to say 'Sbrry'. Peihapd you are ill and unable'to play ganies like'yoiit
friends. Perhaps you are troubled about something you have done
wrong. No matter what your trouble is, you can tell Jesus about it.

Jesus is still alive today. Just as He calmed the storm on the sea of
Galilee, so He can calm the storms or troubles in your life. He says to
those who love Him, "Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid".

In your trouble today, tomorrow and every day, use this prayer,
"Lord, help me".

Here is a Bible puzzle for you to try. The answers are found in the
verses in brackets. If your answers are correct, the first letters will make
the words of the prayer which you will find in Matthew 15:25.

1. What did sorne sailors do to their ship in a tempest?
(Acts 27:18).

2. The wind and the waves. . . . . . Jesus
(Mark 4:41).

3. In the storm the house did not fall because it was built on
4 . . . . . .

(Matt. 7:25).
4. Where do sailors see God's wonders?

(Psalm 107:24).
5. What part of the boat directs it, even in a storm?

(James 3:4).
6. What was the name of the tempestuous wind which blew on

Paul's boat?
(Acts 27:14).

7. The sailors found that Jonah was the cause of the storm by
c a s t i n g . . . . . .
(Jonah l :7).

8. Who walked on the sea to Jesus?
(Matt. 14:29).
A Bible name for sailors?
(Jonah l :5).
Which wind affected the ships of Tarshish?
(Psalm 48:7).
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The Epistle to the Colossians
A. V. McCANDLISH

he all*ufficiency of Christ (Ch. 2: w. E-lO

"Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit,
after the tradition of men. after the rudiments of the world. and not
after Christ." v.8.

This portion begins with a solemn word of warning, beware! It would
appear that certain teachers had come to Colosse, and were saying that
Christ was not sufficient in Himself to save them. They presented a
philosophy which they said must be accepted if they were to be what
God intended. They claimed that it had been handed down by tradition
and revealed secrets not otherwise known. They spoke of the elements
of the world; it seems they referred to signs in stars and planets,
possibly signs of the Zodiac. They included some of the teachings of
Judaism, and said it wa.s necessary for men to be circumcised. ln the
light of all this Paul says, beware. Beware lest you yourselves are carried
off by the enemy as his spoil. Beware lest you should be robbed of your
greatest treasure, the Lord Jesus Christ. Philosophy is of human origin.
It cannot add anything to what the Lord Jesus has revealed of God. At
best it can only look at God's creation, and draw conclusions about the
nature of the Creator. Beware lest it robs vou of the one true revelation
of God.

"For in him (Christ) dwelleth oll the fulness of the Godheod bodily."
v.9.

Let us look carefully at what is written. All the fulness of Deity dwells
in Christ, not some of it. All the characteristic features of God are in
Him; not some of them. All the perfections of God are in Him. All that
contributes to make God to be supreme over all other beings, are to be
found equally in Christ. All the majesty, glory, power, wisdom, and
knowledge of God is to be found equally in Christ. He is the one true,
eternal God. God was manifest in the flesh, He spoke only the words of
God. God was truly incarnate in the Man Christ Jesus. He revealed God
in terms of manhood. What could philosophy add to this complete and
perfect revelation of God? Here we see perfect God, and perfect man,
the all-sufficient Saviour.

"And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and
power." v.10.

Of course He is the Head of all principality and power, for He
created them. Col. l:16. "Ye are complete in Him". I suppose it would
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be true to say that no words of scripture, if we except those, "God
manifest in the flesh", hold within themselves a deeper mystery. God
taking upon Himself humanity, and yet remaining God, is hardly more
inexplicable to human thought than man's becoming a 'partaker of the
divine nature', and remaining man. Let us ask God to teach us
something of the full import of this word, ye are complete in Him. Ye
are made full, or perfect, complete in Him. Surely if this is so, then
nothing is lacking that could make you more perfect, or give you more
spiritual maturity. Note too the tense, "Ye ere complete in Him"; not
you can be, or you will be. You are complete in Him; filled with
Himself.

Now see how Paul proceeds to spell out something of what he
means:- "In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made
without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the cir-
cumcision of Christ." v.ll.

Why insist on the need for circumcision? The Old Testament writers
recognised that the rite of circumcision was not enough. Moses himself
said, "how shall Pharaoh hear me who am a man of uncircumcised
lips? Exod. 6:12, and again he said of Israel, "the Lord God will cir-
cumcise thine heart to love the Lord thy Cod with all thy heart". Deut.
30:6. Later we read, "their ears are uncircumsised that they cannot
hear". Jer. 6:10. Here Paul says, through union with Christ you are cir-
cumcised with the circumcision made without hands in putting off the
body of the sins of the flesh. In circumcision only a small portion of the
body was removed; but through union with Christ, He has cut off the
body of the sins of the flesh. He has dealt with the sinful nature itself,
He has put it in the place of death.

"You are buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with
Him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath roised Him
from the dead." v.12.

Note the connection, you were circumcised when you were buried
with Christ in baptism. Notice too, the burial and resurrection are coin-
cident with the baptism. Surely then the baptism here is the baptism of
the Spirit. When a person truly believes on the Lord Jesus, he is baptis-
ed, or buried into the body of Christ. "By one Spirit are we all baptised
into one body." I Cor. 12:12. He is united to Christ, he is in Christ, so
that the death of Christ truly becomes his own death. He can then say,
"I am crucified with Christ", Gal.2:20.I died in Christ's death. My
sins were actually judged there, once for all; and my old nature was
dealt with there. It was crucified with Christ, put in the place of death.
The reality of death is proved by the burial, so the death of the believer
in Christ is marked by the casting off of the body of sin. It is buried
with Christ; and in regeneration the soul rises with Christ to a new holy
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life. This is what the Christians of those days sought to bet forth in sym.
bol in baptism.

"And you being dead in your sins ond the uncircumcision of your

flesh, hoth be quickened together with him, having forgiven you all
trespasses: blotting out the hondwriting of ordinonces thqt wss against
us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his
cross." w. 13.14.

See what Christ has done for us. You were dead in sins, Could any
condition be more hopeless? Utterly corrupt like a decaying corpse, ut-
terly helpless in yourself to hear, or move, or respond, or do anything at
all but rot. Christ in amazing grace took that rotting corpse into union
with Himself, He suffered death and was buried with it; but as He rose
from the dead, He imparted to it His own resurrection life. We were
quickened together with Him, and His life is ours. All this is a work of
grace, we had no reason to expect it.

"He blotted out the handwriting of the ordinances that was against
us." This handwriting was a record of all the sins we had committed. It
was a signed admission of debt and default. Every sin is a failure to
discharge what we owe to God, and man. It is a debt which increases
every day we live. Here we are told that Christ took this terrible record
of self-confessed sin and nailed it to His cross. He took it and identified
Himself with it, He was made sin for us; and the nails which were
driven through his hands and feet doubled up this 'I.O.U.' as paid in
full. His blood flowed over the record and obliterated it for ever.

"And having spoiled principalities and powers, He made a show of
them openly, triumphing over them in it (the cross) v.15.

There are hosts of evil spirits arrayed against us seeking to bring
about our destruction. All the powers of hell are envisaged here; but at
Calvary Jesus defeated and spoiled them. He stripped them of all their
power, as a defeated foe is stripped of his weapons and armour. He
made a show of them openly. As the victorious generals of that day
stripped those kings and generals who opposed them of all their
weapons and armour, chained them to their chariots, and made them
run thus in chains in a public display; so at Calvary, Christ defeated all
the powers of hell and took away their power, and displayed his
t r iumph to a l l .

Behold then our all-sufficient Saviour! "ln Him dwelleth all the
fulness of the Godhead bodily; and ye are complete in Him." Hallelu-
j ah !  Wha t  a  Sav iou r !

Grace finds us beggars and always leaves us debtors.
-A. M. Toplady.
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The Submission of the
Humbled Soul

J. DOUGLAS MacMILLAN

The writer, who is the minister of St.Vincent Street Free Church,
Glasgow, is well known for his wider ministry both in Scotland and
England.

"Submit yourselves therefore to God." Jomes 4:7.

This letter of James is an earnest exhortation to practical Christian
living. One of his basic concerns is to demonstrate that true Christian
love will express itself in a myriad ways and in a variety of situations.
Were one to sum up the message of the Epistle in a phrase it could be
aptly called, "An Antidote to Anti-Nomianism". This indicates that
this teaching is a strong, serious exposure of the dangerous heresy that,
because we are saved by grace, we, as believers, have nothing more to
do with law.

A holy life is the fruit of true saving grace. We are taught that
without holiness "no man shall see God". Without holiness, we
have not begun to live the Christian life. So James makes a powerful
plea for holiness of life in the professing Christian. He has already
declared, in the plainest terms, that the faith which saves sets a soul to
work! He is not denying the great doctrine that "we are justified by
faith in Christ alone", but he is teaching that the faith by which we are
saved is never alone. It carries all the Christian graces-love, hope,
patience, humility and suchlike-along with it. So, where these are not
in clear evidence, true saving faith is really in question.

In the third chapter, James is concerned with the evil that can issue
from an ill-controlled tongue-and it is a solemn thought that he in-
troduces his teaching on this subject by addressing teachers and
preachers of the Cospel! He closes his teaching on the unruly tongue by
showing that godly living, full of the "wisdom that is from above", is
recognisable by the lovely things that characterise it. lt is 'pure'; it is
'peaceable'; it is 'open to reason' and so on. In other words, it is easily
distinguishable from the proud, haughty wisdom of the world-of the
disobedientt unregenerate and ungodly.

The fourth chapter, which provides the contextual setting of our sub-
ject, begins with a sharp exposure of those inward impulses and at-
titudes which flow out of the proud, unhumbled heart. They are im-
pulses which find freedom, first of all in speech, but which, if they are
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given rein and allowed to go unrestrained by seeking helping grace,
finally issue in action that James describes as murderous! They are the
attitudes that cause unrest and strife in the very midst of Christian
Churches; which tear asunder Christian Fellowships; which disrupt and
demolish the purity and peace and sweet reasonableness that he has just
spoken about. The Christian cannot, and must not, live in the manner
of an unsaved, unregenerate, ungodly world; if he does he will position
himself in the place of enmity to God Himself! "Know ye not", he
writes, "that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?" (4:4).
Let every Christian who is mixed in with the world, or who allows the
wordly, fleshly wisdom which dictates the ways of the ungodly to rule
his life. spend some thought on that stark declaration!

All this sounds so awful, and so far removed from holy living that it
seems incredible that James can possibly be writing to Christian
believers; to true disciples of Jesus. But he is! And the history of the
Church, as well as personal experience of the corruptions of the inward
man, inform us that his teaching is vital and necessary. He writes as he
does with good reason. But he writes as he does in order to point God's
people to the remedy and the antidote to all the terrible things that flow
out of indwelling sin. Over against all this, he writes, "But God giveth
more grace". God gives grace to help in the warfare that has been in-
itiated by the incoming to the heart of His saving grace.

What, then, must the Christian do if he is going to live a godly, holy
life that denies the lusting, selfish, proud, wisdom of the ungodly
world? He must "submit himself to God". And that submission will in-
volve the constant, ongoing practice of humility! This will include cer-
tain other exercises of heart, and these I wish to trace out in the illustra-
tion of our subject.

There will be first of all:

I. THE STRENUOUS EXERCISE OF RESISTANCE.

The other side of submission to God is resistance to the Devil. The
very title that James uses here for Satan indicates that our resistance
must be carried through in dependence upon Christ' The name "Devil"

means, literally, "The Slanderer" or "The Accuser". But against this
Accuser we have, in our risen Lord, an Advocate!

Whenever the Devil comes to us, then, and we come under his temp-
tings and threatenings, we are to resist him. That is a clear command
from God. And it is a command to which He attaches a very wonderful
promise-"Resist the devil, ond he will flee from you". Resistance
resulting in the enemy's flight! Surely such resistance is well worth
working at!
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All too often we excuse ourselves when we fall into sin. When we
have been nasty to another; when we have given free rein to anger;
when we have yielded to some demanding lust; then, we usually go on
to say, "I'm afraid I gave way to one of my failings"; or, "my natural
weakness got the better of me"; or, "the old man rose up in me". What
are we doing? We are making weak excuses for positioning ourselves in
the place of enmity to God and denial of Christ! We have failed to
resist the Devil and because of this he has won a sore victory over us; we
have not asked God to fulfil His gracious promise; we have not
fought-and 'resistance' is a military figure of speech-the "good
fight" and so we have failed to see God winning the victory for us!

James is not the only New Testament writer to use such language.
Paul does it constantly. In Romans, for example, he writes, "But I see
another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members"
(7:23). So Paul knew what it was to be involved in this resistance move-
ment! He speaks of war raging within him. He uses the same sort of
figure when he is giving directions and wise, godly counsel to the young
minister, Timothy, "Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal
life" (1 Tim. 6:12). And in the very last letter he wrote, and he wrote
from the very brink of glory, he declares to the same Timothy, "I have
fought a good fight".

How do members of modern 'Resistance Movements' live? They for-
sake everything and concentrate on the hard, bitter task to which they
have committed themselves; they are involved in an 'all or nothing'
struggle, and they can never for one moment afford to forget it! This is
something our own godly fathers in this land knew something about
also, but, to all appearances, it is something which the current move-
ment of evangelical life and, sadly, of evangelical teaching, has set at a
discount. Now the concern is not to be a "good soldier of Jesus Christ"
but a happy, self-indulgent Christian who can go through life without
being aware of the stresses that godly living involves !

Then, again, James indicates that there will be:

2. THE SORROWFUL EXPERIENCE OF REPENTANCE.
He exhorts, "Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you". The

Christian is to exercise his priestly right-for "we have been made
priests unto God" in Jesus Christ-we are to "draw near". That was
the prerogative of the priest alone, under the Old Testament and he
must not draw near without, or apart from, sacrificial blood. Neither
must the Christian believer! But he, too, in the glory of Christian
priesthood has a sacrifice by which, and through which, he can "draw
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near". As Paul puts it, "For through Him we have access by one Spirit
unto the Father"-or, as the Epistle to the Hebrews more fully
elaborates the same thought, "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way,
which He hath consecrated for us through the veil...let us draw near"
(Heb. l0:19-22).

But not only must there be an objective sacrifice on the grounds of
which we draw near, there must be the subjective reality of repentance.

The sacrifice is there because of sin, and the guilt and defilement
which sin carries with it. Hence the very pathway of access to God en-
forces upon us the truth of our sinnership and our guilt before a holy
God. No man can truly draw near to God without being made deeply
aware that He draws near to One whom he has defied and offended and
whose condemnation lies over him as a sinner. This awareness of sin is
what prompts James to go on and say, "Cleanse your hands, ye sinners;
and purify your hearts, ye double minded" (c. 4 v. 8). The words are
quoted from Psalm 24 v. 4 and follow immediately upon the vital ques-
tion, "who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord, or who shall stand in
His holy place?". So it is admirably suited to drive home the point that
James is making-notice how wisely and well those writing under the
inspiration of the Spirit used the teaching of the Old Testament, and
how integral its background knowledge was to the truths they wished to
enforce!

James is really telling us here that drawing near to Cod involves
repentance. Sorrow for sin, a turning from it and a reliance upon the
atoning blood of the crucified Saviour provide the paving-stones of per-
sonal approach to God. The graces wrought in the heart subjectively,
lead the sinner to the objective reality of Christ's finished work. There
is, in that enlightenment of mind and renewal of heart which take place
in true, saving repentance, a complete submission to God's way of
salvation through Christ. He, in the glory of His person and the perfec-
tion of His work, becomes the sinner's only hope for acceptance with
the God to whom he is drawing near.

Repentance involves a whole-hearted submission to God. It means
that nothing is withheld, nothing hidden of self-righteousness retained,
as the sinner comes to Him. It carries with it a great humbling of the
heart, a crumbling away of the pride of the flesh. This, and nothing less
than this. is involved. Most of us rebel at the thought that another
should have total dominion over us, even when that other one is God
Himself. But, let us ask, what does rebellion here mean? It means that
we refuse to give God His rightful place as God; that we shut Him out;
hold Him off, and say, "Thus far, and no farther". But God will not
have that! He says, "Submit yourself".
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Such submission is possible because the enlightened soul glimpses
something else alongside the terrible majesty and sovereignty of God; it
gazes on His graciousness; it beholds His love; and that sight makes the
last barriers of the selfish, proud, defiant heart melt away.

This is to be seen in James' thought here. He says, ,,submit yourself
therefore to God" and, when we trace back to find out what the reason
of the 'therefore' is, we find that it is this-,,God resists the proud, but,
gives grace to the humble" (v.6). That is the wonderful truth that makes
total submission possible; indeed, that is the factor, in the enlighten-
ment of the soul, which makes anything less than total submission to
God impossible!

True biblical repentance, then, involves a humbling of the soul. But
what is that humbling? It is just an essential adjustment to things as
they really are; an acceptance that the tremendous equations inherent to
the saving of the soul are precisely as God has stated them to be. It is the
acceptance of God as God: an acceptance of God in all His righteous
justice and holiness as well as in His tender love and grace. And it is also
the acceptance of ourselves as we really are; an acceptance of the fact
that we are enemies, sinners, lost and undone for eternity, unless God
have mercy upon us. It is the acceptance, too, that such a God. in order
that we might not perish, has done the most amazing thing for our
salvation-"He spread not his own Son, but delivered him up for us
all" (Rom. 8:32).

Here, we must remind ourselves of something already noted. James is
writing to, and speaking of, not the unconverted, but the Christian
believer. So repentance is not something that we leave behind us; it is
not something that is left behind ar rhe point of conversion. It stays with
us and it spreads through all the faculties of the soul as we grow in grace
and in knowledge. Humility, which repentance involves, is also to be
with us all through our Christian journey. A proud Christian is a com-
plete contradiction in terms; the proud Christian is really a crippled,
unhealthy Christian-he needs to get back to the cross! He needs to
find out what Paul meant when he said, "God forbid that I should
glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Gal. 6:14).

So these are two of the strands which are to be traced in submission
to God and the ongoing humility of a truly Christian life. Let us go on
to trace out a third. James indicates that there must also be:

3. THE SOLEMN ENDEAVOUR OF OBEDIENCE.
"Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you

up" (v.10). James is drawing the teaching of the entire paragraph
together; he is summarising and sharpening-up the point he has been
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making so strongly. And in doing so, he gives an exhortation that
deserves close attention.

Any religious exercises, no matter how deep or prolonged, which do
not issue in obedience to the will of God are not saving exercises! The
submission to God which leads on to lifelong practice of humility is not
the submission of our text unless resistance to Satan and repentance
towards God culminate in lifelong obedience to God.

Let us face this very honestly. Submission is unreal if we do not obey
God and come to the place where Jesus was when He said, "I do always
the things that please him" (Jn. 8:29) Doubtless, no believer can attain
the perfect degree of obedience that was Christ's, but he will not be
satisfied with a standard of obedience that falls below God's own
declared will. Paul makes this clear when he says, "We beseech you,
brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of
us how ye ought to walk 'and to please God, so ye would abound more
and more" (l Thess. 4:1).

This raises the question of what Christian obedience really is. In
essence, it is nothing less than perfect, loving submission to the revealed
will of God and to that will revealed in the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments. Nowhere else can we find out what the will of God is.
So the Word of God must educate our obedience; as our knowledge of
the Word increases so our obedience must grow and keep pace with our
knowledge. To know the will of God and not to do it is not obedience; it
is disobedience: and disobedience is sin!

Just here. an issue to which I have already referred raises its head. Is
it true to say that the Christian is not under the law because he is saved
by grace? That grace exempts him from obedience to God's moral law?
That he can disregard the ten commandments?

It is true that the Christian is justified, not by the law, but through
faith in Christ alone. But,although justified by faith alone, he is not
saved by faith alone; the faith that saves is never alone. People tend to
get mixed-up very easily here, because of the common confusion, not
only in hearing, but in evangelical preaching today, of two things that
differ-Justifiiation and Sanctification. Justification has to do with
our standing before God; sanctification with our inward state before
God. Justification puts us right in our standing, or status; sanctification
confOrms Our character to our new Status. In sanctification we are con-
cerned with holiness of life. But what is holiness? It is just another term
for the measure of our obedience. In the measure that we are disobe-
dient to the revealed will of God, we are falling into sin or, in other
words, we are failing in the holiness that God demands of us'

But if we go on to declare that once we have been freely justified by
faith in Christ we have nothing to do with God's law, what is the result?



It is that we completely ne$hte the one standard of holiness. or
measuring-rod for obedience, that God has given us! christ was holy
because He obeyed God's law and fulfilled it always. God's law_
including the ten commandments-is just a reveiation of God's
holiness; and of the holy obedience that He requires of us. So to jettison
God's law once we have been brought into grace, and because we have
been brought into grace, is to deprive ourselves totally of any truly ob-
jective standard for our Christian obedience.

Furthermore, to jettison God's Law is to re-assert our independence
of God Himself! It is to cast God off and to make ourselveJ the only
measure of our obedience; it is to deny true humility; it is to cancel out
all real submission to God; it is to be back in the chilling wilderness of
flagrant disobedience to God!

Let us sum up what has been before us here. The Christian life is in-
augurated in the soul through a quickening work of the Spirit which in-
volves humble, heart-submission to God. The true chrisiian will never
leave this experience completely behind him; indeed, it will grow and
deepen, and its strands of resistance, repentance and obedience will
work their way ever more deeply into the life; it will, at the very outset,
set the Lord Jesus as King upon the throne of the life and it will. in its
growth and ongoing, yearn to keep Him there enthroned. In the life so
lived Christ will-yea, must-increase, and self must decrease.

This is the process we can note in the spiritual growth of paul-Early,
he wrote these words, "I am the very least of the apostles-who am not
met to be called an apostle"-there is true humility! Later on, as he
grew up in Christ, and down in self, he amended it a bit, and wrote, ,,I
am less than the least of all saints"-that is humility maturing and
knowing more! Among the last words he was to write for the Church in
all ages, his estimate is changed yet again, ,,I am the chief of sinners".

Submissive humility-that fruit of the Spirit,s power in a sinner's life
had done its perfect work.
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Welcome-Thanks
We welcome Mrs. Carine MacKenzie of Inverness as a new con-

tributor. She is the author of several books for children which have been
very well received by the Christian public.

We would express our warm thanks to the Rev. John Tallach for all
his articles for Younger Readers which have been much appreciated.
we regret that owing to his many commitments he is unable to continue
this feature.
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Creation Morning
ALISTAIR GREWAR

The writer, who has been a reader of The Gospel Maga-z_ine for over 35
years, is blind. Since the death of his wife, his sister kindly puts the con-

ients of the magazine on tape for him. The article in our last issue "The

Lord of Hosts;, by John Algar, prompted Mr. Grewar to send us this
poem. t:;

Who made the earth, who made the skY? :

The flowers so sweet, the birds that fly?
You question if there's One on High
Or a Creation Morning.

Who made the streams and oceans wide? ,
Who sends the rain, who turns the tide?
Who makes the wind for clouds to ride?
Who wakes the sun each morning?

None but a Great AlmightY God,
Could form the seeds within a Pod,

' Or make the buds on Aaron's rod
With blossoms for adorning.

Bedecked with sparkling diamond dew
Who made the flowers of everY hue?
From whom do song birds get their cue
To herald in the dawning?

Don't doubt the Power of such a God,
Whose Son this verY earth has trod,
For us He bore a heavY load

- And suffered jeers and scorning'

, Creator of this Universe,
Whose Sovereign Will none can reverse'
But yet with sinners He'll converse
And drY their tears of mourning.

It's God alone Who did create,
And He made man in Perfect state,
In like Perfection was his mate
In the Creation Morning
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The Christian Family
A series of expositions from Ephesians Chopters 5 and 6

J. K. DAVIES

III. THE CHURCH AND THE FAMILY. Ephesians 5:25-30.32.
Doctrine is always basic to Christian practice, and this is also true of

Christian living in the family and home. The doctrine of the atonement,
with Christ's example of self-giving love, is the great touch-stone of
family behaviour. Both the Church and the family were ordained of
God and were brought into being by God. They are also related to one
another in God's economy. The Church is not separate from family life,
and family life should not be separated from the Church. In this study
we shall consider, first of all, the Church, then secondly, the family.
Thirdly we shall consider the contribution of the family to the Church,
and finally we shall consider the contribution of the Church to the
family.

1. The Church
There are some wonderful descriptions of the Church in Scripture.

The Church is called the Temple of the Holy Spirit, the Body of Christ
(v.30), the people of God, and in the verses we are considering it is call-
ed the Bride of Christ. This is a fascinating description which links the
Church closely to the love of Christ. Christ's love brings it into being
for He gave Himself for the Church as a sacrifice to God for it (v.25).
He is the Church's Saviour. Earlier in this letter Paul has written of
what Christ did when He died for His people. Sins are covered and
taken away by His blood (l :7;2:13). Christ's death was particular-He
gave Himself for the Church.

The word "that" in verse 26 means "so that" or "in order that" and
expresses the purpose of Christ's death as being the holiness of the
Church. He died so that we might be holy, clean and alive with His life
in us. This becomes actual in our lives by "the washing of water by the
word". What is this exactly? By reference to John 3:5 and Titus 3:5 we
can see that Paul is not writing about baptism here, but about what
baptism signifies and symbolises, namely regeneration-being born
again. The Holy Spirit takes Christ's work onthe cross and applies-it
personally to us. In this work He uses the message of the Gospel
("word" here means message) (see also James l:18; I Peter l:23;
Romans l0:17; l  Corinthians 1:21).

The result of regeneration in the believer is holy living (Ephesians
l:4-5). What happened at Calvary affects the Christian's whole being.
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He now belongs to Christ who sanctifies him (separating him to
Himselfl and makes him holy by the ministry of the Holy Spirit (2 Cor-
inthians 3:18). Even if it means the loving discipline of Hebrews l2:6
the aim is for the child of God to become more and more like Christ.

"So that" (v.27) when Christ comes again the result of His loving
sacrifice will be the presentation of a beautiful and glorious bride to
Himself. This is the "end" or goal of all the teaching given in the life of
the Church (see also Ephesians 4:12-"for the perfecting of the
saints"). No one else but Christ can present the Bride like this. He has
redeemed her and loves her as no one else can' He is now preparing her
for that great presentation. But what will the Bride be like? She will be
glorious (see Romans 8:30 and Philippians 3:20-21); she will have no
blemish. no stain and no deficiency. She will be able to stand up to the
closest scrutiny. She will have no wrinkle, no sign of age or disease, no
sign of strain, no evidence of decay. She will be beautiful, reflecting
perfectly the beauty of her Saviour. Yet while we anticipate that
glorious presentation, we must never forget the responsibility of the
Bride herself to make herself ready-see Revelation l9:7-8.

Christ brings the Church into being, He sustains it' He feeds it, He
sanctifies it, Ae builds it up, He strengthens it, He guides it' He works
through it and His life is revealed in it.

2. The Family
The Lord also brought the family into being. It was instituted in the

Garden of Eden when mankind was created male and female. The fami-
ly reflects God's authority in creation, and His desire for harmony and
order based on love. Although there were great changes brought about
by the Fall, these things remain true. Sin, however' scares them. Now,
when a man and a women marry, they marry as sinners' When they
have children. those children are sinners too.

So, Paul writes as he does. Authority in the home, expressed by the
headship of the husband, the submission of the wife and the obedience
of the children, is a portrayal of the harmony and order which God
desires. The accompanying emphasis on love draws us to the great ex-
ample of the Lord Jesus Christ giving Himself for His people.

At this point it will be helpful if we consider the relationship of home
and Church as we think about the contribution each can make to the
other.

3. The contribution of the famity to the tife of the Church'

Families bring into the life of the church people of different ages

with a variety of needs and difficulties. They bring with them the
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necessity of coping with other people from different backgrounds and
life-styles. This is good for the Church, for it is in the variety of rela-
tionships which families provide that the reality of the Christian life can
be both tested and revealed. Families bring to the Church a wholeness
and normality of life which is often absent from such an organisation as
a College Christian Union.

Families also contribute to a deeper understanding of living in a sin-
ful world. They encourage an outward looking attitude in the Church
for they provide a constant evangelistic opportunity with the presence
of unconverted family members.

Families can also encourage a true sense of order in the life of the
Church, for the authority structure of the home has a relationship to
that of the Church (see I Corinthians 14:33-37 and I Timothy 2:l l-15).
The headship of Christ can be better understood when it is realised that
the Church is itself a family with God as our Father and we as His
children in need of His guidance and instruction (see Hebrews 5:12-14;
I Peter 2:2 and Matthew 19:29). Understanding the Church to be a
family can encourage a closeness of fellowship of which the New Testa-
ment speaks and which we seldom seem to enjoy. This fellowship, based
upon our common relationship as the children of God, is a fellowship
based upon love. It involves trust, loyalty and commitment to one
another such as we see in a familv.

4. The contribution of the Church to the life of the family.
The biblical doctrine of the nature of Man as a sinner in the sight of

God give a sense of realism to family life. Although there are no
children like 'our' children, the Scriptures make it plain that they are, in
fact, just like other children-sinners in need of regeneration. With this
in mind we recognise with our homes the reality of sin and its effect
upon all our lives. Even believers are recognised as being far from
perfect, for they are saints still being sanctified. These truths give
understanding to the many problems of relationships within the home
and help to produce tolerance and balance. In emphasising such biblical
truths the Church makes a vital contribution to the life of the family.

But the Church can also provide a spiritual environment for the
members of the family (especially the children) in contrast to the
unspiritual environment of the world. For believers in the family the
Church should provide encouragement to holy living by the teaching
given and by the example of godly Christians who belong to the
Church. Within the Church family members can experience the mutual
bearing of burdens, the understanding of difficulties, the sharing of
helpful advice and a host of other benefits which should be a normal

179



180 Gospel Magozine

part of local church life and which can overcome a natural sense of
isolation which is common to us all. If a believer comes from a non-
Christian home, the Church can often provide what may be lacking in
that believer's own home life and individual life too.

Above everything else the church is the sphere of the believer's ser-
vice and christian activity. As such it can take our attention away from
what might create an insularity in our homes. The Church giues us
wider horizons, and enables us to keep in balance our service for christ
with the needs of our families.

The Church is also the place where unmarried Christians can find
their life-partners! It is important that local churches be aware of their
responsibilities in this vital matter. Church life and family life go
together in God's economy. Healthy, strong, loving and enjoyable
Churches and families sustain one another. But the one must not be
neglected in favour of the other.

Notice how, in God's Word, all these practical matters are undergird-
ed with doctrine. Practice is never isolated from belief. In fact, doctrine
encourages and sustains living. Especially is this true of the doctrine of
salvation with its centre in the cross. We are a needy people. We fail
and we do foolish things, but, praise God, Christ saves such people and
makes them new (see Romans 5:6,8; I Timothy l:15).

!

Essays in Reformed Theology-An Open Competition
The Sovereign Grace Union exists to spread the historic Reformed

faith as taught in the great Confessions of the l6th and lTth centuries.
In doing this, it seeks not only to draw attention to the theological
Iiterature of the past but also to produce lucid and attractive material
that presents Reformed doctrine in all its contemporary relevance and
challenge.

This competition aims to stimulate the writing of such material and
to encourage those who have gifts of expression and writing that they
have not yet exercised.

Full details can be obtained from: The Secretary, S.G.U., 115 Kings
Road, Haslemere, Surrey. The closing date for entries is November 30th
1982.
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God's Glory in God's Son
-an Exposition of John 17

R. E. H. UPRICHARD

The glory of God as revealed in His Son is a constant New Testament
theme. We find it in the synoptic gospels both in the miracles and in the
accounts of our Lord's baptism and transfiguration. In the prologue of
John's gospel the incarnation particularly emphasises this; "And we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth" (Jn. l:14). Paul describes God's saving illumination as
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ (2 Cor.4:6). To the author of the epistle to the Hebrews the Son
of God is the effulgence of God's glory and the express image of His
person (Heb. l:3). The apostle Peter encourages Christians to rejoice in
their trials, for not only are they sharing in Christ's sufferings but
God's glory rests upon them in such a situation (l Pet. 3:13,14).

Our Lord's High Priestly prayer in John l7 exhibits the same theme.
Here is the hour of dedication to death which is the hour of glory. The
prayer has three natural divisions-(l) He prays for Himself (w. l-5).
(2) He prays for His disciples (vv. 6-19). (3) He prays for the Church
Universal (w . 20-26). However, the whole prayer finds a unity of theme
in the Glory of God and in our exposition we shall observe divisions
particularly relevant to this subject.

God's glory as revealed in God's Son in John 17 is indicated:
l. In the Completion of His Mission w. 1-5
This is the subject matter of our Lord's petition in the first five verses

of the chapter. Our Lord prays to His Father to glorify Him; in it we
particularly note
(a) The occosion of the petition v.I. "The hour is come." This phrase
occurs frequently in the gospel, sometimes negatively, sometimes
positively. Jesus' initial reluctance to accede to His mother's request at
the wedding feast in Cana is attributed to the fact that His hour had not
yet come (Jn. 2:4). For the same reason He does not accompany His
disciples to the feast of Tabernacles but goes to the feast alone latOr (Jn.
7:6:30). His teaching on that occasion in the temple does not precipitate
arrest for this very same reason (Jn. 8:20). However, when we come to
the period of the upper room discourses Jesus recognises that His hour
had come (John l3:l). Thus he prays to His Father to glorify Him since
the time is ripe and His death impending (Jn.l7:1).

l 8 l
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(b) The reason for the petition v. 2. The reason given for the petition is
our Lord's own sovereignty which has been given to Him by the Father
expressly for the purpose of granting salvation v.2. The nature of this
eternal life is explained in v. 3 as knowledge of God and of His Son.
This is the whole end to which His sovereignty and mission move in the
process of glorifying Himself and thus God (v.l).
(c) The background of the petition vv. 4,5o. V.4 may include in
anticipation our Lord's death and resurrection but more probably in-
dicates the fulfilment of that part of His work up to that point in time.
Thus the force of "and now, O Father" of v. 5 is, still having been ac-
complished and completed, there remains only the consummation of
death and resurrection.

Hence Christ's prayer for self-glorification is specifically in terms of
the fulfilment of His ministry in His Death and Resurrection. It is
significant that our Lord does not actually mention His own death by
name in the prayer. Both the ultimate purposes of His self-glorification,
viz. v.l "That thy Son may glorify Thee" and the manner in which it is
to be accomplished, viz. v.5 "with Thine own self, with the glory which
I had with Thee before the world was" emphasise the importance of
this final earthly glorification of Jesus. Just as He exhibits the glory of
God in incarnation (Jn. l:14) so here He declares God's glory in the
fulfilment of His work, in His death and resurrection. God's glory in
God's Son is revealed in Christ's prayer that His mission be fulfilled,
that He suffer the glory of the Cross.

2. in Our Lord's Pre-incarnate state vv.5,22,?4
The glory which our Lord had in His pre-incarnate state with His

Father is echoed clearly in Christ's petition in v. 5 "with the glory which
I had with Thee before the world was", to a lesser degree in v.22 "the

glory which Thou gavest me", and quite prominently in v.24 "that they
may behold My glory which Thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me
before the foundation of the world". These seem to refer to our Lord's
pre-incarnate state and to His relationship with His Father in this state,
where he apparently shared His Father's glory. This reminds us of other
classic N.T. expressions of this doctrine as, for example, John l: I where
the Word was with God and where the Word was God, or Heb. l:2f.
where the Son who is the "brightness of His glory and the express image
of His'person" is both the agent of Creation "by whom also He made
the worlds" and of providence "upholding all things by the word of His
power".

It is significant that is this pre-incarnate glory, in all its intensity of
degree and intimacy of relationship that our Lord prays will be revealedI  U 9 6 I L U  4 r l q  r r

I in His death (v.5), in the unity of the Church (v.22) and in the consum-
I
I
I
I
I
L--.
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mation of the Church'(v .29. Here in the High Priestly prayer the Son in
His state of humiliation reflects on and anticipates again the glorious
relationship which He had with the Father from all eternity. We are per-
mitted a sacred glimpse into the very heart of the Godhead.

3. In the Calling, Preservation. Unity and Consummation of the
Church w,6-24.
Calling of the Church vv. 6-10.
Y.6 "I have manifusted Thy Name". Phaneroo is the verb used here

which might suggest a public display as compared with apokalupto em-
phasising an inner revelation. It indicates a specific display of the glory
of God. God's "Name" was what our Lord had displayed i.e. God's
character with its perfection of attributes. Thus, our Lord claims to
have revealed the glory of God's character.

He had done this to such an extent and in such a manner that it was
both an effective and effectual revelation as the succeeding verses show,
for it led to saving faith in the calling of this Church. We note two
results in this connection particularly:

(u) Belief vv. 6,7,8. In these verses is stressed the duality of receiving
both the words and the Person of Christ. Those who believed had
recognised that what Christ had came from God (v.7), that what He
had was epitomized in His teaching and words concerning Himself and
His Mission (v.8). This they had received as authoritative (v.8) and thus
had accepted His Person as authoritative, commissioned, the Messiah
(v.8). This is that receiving of the Word that leads to believing on the
Person which the N.T. represents as saving faith.

(b) Unity vv. 9,10. This is a unity based on possession. They belong
both to Christ, "them which Thou hast given me" v.9, and to God,"for they are Thine" v.9, and it is this mutual possession that leads to
their unity and to the glorification of our Lord v.10.

Our Lord has so effectively displayed the glory of God's character
that men have come to believe on God through Him and to be united
with God in Him. God's glory in God's Son is exhibited in the calling of
the Church.
Preservation of the Church vv. II-19.

Christ prays to his "holy" Father v.l l� This seems to be a significant
form of address. Just as Christ had addressed Him as Father in respect
of Himself in vv. I and 5, relating to their intimacy of relationship, a
Father,/Son relationship, so now in respect of the preservation of the
Church, Christ directs His prayer to His "holy" Father. He prays to
God to do two things for the Church:

(a) To keep it, v.IIb. "Holy Father, keep through Thine own Name

183



184 Gospel Mogafine

those whom Thou hast given Me." He wants His Father to preserve
them in the state into which He, the Son, has brought them. The reason
for His petition is that He had kept them perfectly while He was with
them (v.12) i.e. He prays to God to continue the process of revealing
His glory in their preservation.

(b) To sanctify it, vv. I3-l9i.e. to produce not only a static but a pro-
gressive preservation. He petitions His Father negatively (vv. l3-16) that
God will keep them in the world but preserve them from the evil in-
herent in that situation, and positively (w. 17-18) that God will advance
the work of holiness within them and commission or apostolize them in-
to the world. The reason for this petition is that He, the Son, sanctifies
Himself that they might be sanctified (v.19) i.e. He prays to God to con-
tinue the process of revealing His glory in their sanctification.

Thus our Lord prays to His Father to continue the process of glorify-
ing the Godhead which. He, the Son, had already begun, in both keep-
ing and sanctifying the Church, and God continues to be glorified in the
preservation and sanctification of His people.

Unity of the Church vv. l0,II, 2I-23.
It is important to establish clearly in our minds the nature of the unity

for which Christ prays, especially in the light of much present-day
ecumenical discussion. The salient features seem to be:

(a) It is a unity which arises out of the believer's calling. This seems to
be the emphasis of v.l0 which gives the essence of this unity-"And all
Mine are Thine and Thine are Mine; and I am glorified in them". This
arises contextually, logically and only out of the doctrine and experience
of election and saving grace implicit in vv. 6-9.

(b) It is a unity which is also the result of the believer's preservation
e.g. v. I I "Keep through Thine own Name those whom Thou hast given
Me that they may be one as We are".

(c) It is a unity which is not an end in itself, but a means not only of
glorifying God but also of evangelism. This purpose is expressed in
v.2lb "that they also may be one in Us: that the world may believe that
Thou hast sent Me" and further amplified in v.23u "and that the world
may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast
loved Me".

(d) It is a unity which is of the Father and Son, that is a spiritual
unity, a vertical unity, a unity of essence and nature. Thus in v.ll it is
described as a oneness "as We are", in v.2la"as Thou, Father, art in
Me and I in Thee, that they also may be one IN US", inv.23a "I in them
and Thou in Me that they may be made perfect in one". This is why it is
a glorious unity as in v.22, because it is a unity of the nature of the
Father and Son, primarily a vertical union and then naturally and in-
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evitably a horizontal one. This is what makes it glorious, and so much
modern ecumenism inglorious. It is a true spiritual and real unity which
glorifies God and Christ.
Consummation of the Church v.24.

God's glory in God's Son is revealed in the consummation of the
Church. This is the substance of the petition of our Lord in v.24. We
recall His promise to His disciples in John 14 of the comfort of the
"many mansions" He had gone to prepare. We compare in our minds
v.24 wtth John l:14 where the apostles beheld His glory (past tense).
Here our Lord prays about a future situation. Christ prays that they will
behold His glory, just as He was going to prepare for them, just as they
had beheld His glory, and that they will behold His glory in its full pre-
incarnate and post-incarnate majesty; "that they may be with me where
I am; that they may behold my glory, which Thou hast given Me: For
thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world". What an
indescribable privilege for God's people to behold His glory in this in-
tensity!

w.25 and 26 form a summary and a crescendolike climax of the
prayer. They depict the great High Priest interceding before His
righteous Father on the background of an alien world. He professes His
own knowledge of His Father, He professes a knowledge of His Father
by the elect, He professes the completion of His Mission both up to that
present point in time and also in the future-His intention to save. He
prays that the love of God which is in Him may pass to them. God's
glory in God's Son is complete as His love through Christ floods the
believer and returns to Him.

BOOK REVIEWS

The Shadow Of The Cross: Studies in Self-Denial, by Walter J.
Chantry, Banner of Truth, 79 pp, f1.25.

Walter Chantry, Pastor of Grace Baptist Church, Carlisle, Penn-
sylvania, is well known for his former writings on subjects at present in
dispute. He now enters the fray on the subject of Self-Denial, as taught
by our Lord in Luke 9. 23-4. "Of all people," he says, "Reformed

Christians should resurrect the biblical teaching on self-denial from its
unjust obscurity." He shows that it is not the property of Mediaeval
Flagellants; nor to be yielded as the property of the "deeper life"to

ismovements; nor is it a step to "a second work of grace".
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"True Calvinism always leads to the appreciation of self-denial.
When the doctrines of grace are warmly and experimentally preached,
self denial is necessarily one of the chief experiences of the soul."

After showing that all followers of Christ must take up their cross to
follow Him, and explaining the meaning of this, and the need for it, he
goes on to speak of "Joy beyond the Cross", and quotes Samuel
Rutherford, "Christ's cross is the sweetest burden that ever I bore".

Next the writer applies the principle of cross bearing to three areas of
perpetual problem: Christian liberty, marriage, and the ministry.

Self-denial is the key that unlocks the mystery of our freedom in rela-
tionship to things indifferent, and consideration for others, as we
ponder Romans 14, and I Cor. 8-10.

A very good chapter on marriage contrasts "the tragic pattern of
modern life, when the two are no longer heirs of one life, but strangers
in a fractured existence", with the biblical teaching on marriage rela-
tionships.

The Ministry is a prime sphere for exercising self-denial. The minister
must not lord it over the flock, or else the sheep will never mature. He
decries the modern habit of leaving the flock, for "a wider ministry",
and notes that some churches give the impression that he who waits at
table is more important than those who sit at the table.

The final chapter on Prayer is also good, but most of the thoughts are
in connection with the ministry at prayer.

This is an attractively produced book, and would be a useful and ac-
ceptable present for younger married couples.

w.J.P.

Into Life, Grace Gateway Books. 6lpp, paperback fI.20.
This is No. 2 of a series of "Introductions to Great Christian

writing", and is described as "An easy-to-read version of the substance
of 'The Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul' by Philip
Doddridge". This version is the work of Roger Devenish, a London
librarian. It is a faithful statement of the Way of Salvation and gives
good counsel for Christian living. Each chapter is followed by ap-
propriate Scripture quotations in a modern version. It is certainly
couched in simple, colloquial language-Dr. Doddridge would scarcely
recognise his work, except the general course of the truths expressed! A
useful little book to hand to a seeker after righteousness. We hope it
might lead to a desire to read Doddridge's original and much more ex-
tensive treatment, and, in the meantime, pray with the publishers that it
"will prove to be as great a blessing as the original work".

H.J .W.L .
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The Life of Arthur W. Pink, Iain Murrayi'Banner of Truth Trust,
272pp, t2.45.

Over the years the reviewer has derived a great deal of help in pulpit
preparation from the writings of A. W. Pink. It was therefore with
great interest that he took up this biography. Reading the book proved
an absorbing experience as well as a revelation!

Mr. Pink was certainly a man cast in a mould of his own. He never
seemed to fit into any church for very long. Even in his later years in
Stornoway he never attended divine service. One wonders how he view-
ed the exhortation of Hebrews l0:25-"not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is". Whilst in Stornoway he
never seems even to have met the outstanding Free Church minister of
those days, the Rev. Kenneth MacRae.

Pink seems to have lived almost as a recluse. "He was a strong
character, hard, austere and flint-like"; "theirs was a home with no
luxuries, everything was used from turnip tops to apple peelings", page
176.

He spent all his time and energies in writing his Studies in Scripture
and for this we can be grateful. It is very much a case of "he being dead
yet speaketh".

The Life of Arthur W. Pink is most interesting and is enriched by
some forty pages of selections from his writings.

M.H.

The Life of Jesus for the very young, Isobel Tallach, illustrated by
Lawrence Littleton Evans, Banner of Truth Trust 85p.

Mrs. Tallach deserves very high praise for an extremely well chosen
collection of fourteen stories covering the life of our Lord and including
three parables which are suitable for the very young. Each incident
selected fills a double page and seldom uses more than 250 words. The
print is large and clear. The stories are very simply told and children of 5
and 6 would soon be able to 'read' it for themselves if it were read to
them two or three times first. I am not sure that they could quite
manage it themselves though the stories are commendably concise.

I personally found the illustrations rather fussy but there are none
portraying the Lord which makes this a very welcome addition to the
all-too-short list of books suitable for gifts or prizes which those of us
with strong reservations on this point can use.

K.E.B.
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I have a strong conviction that we want more reverent deep-searching -
study of the Scriptures in the present day. Most Christians see nothing
beyond the surface of the Bible when they read it. We want more clear
knowledge of Christ, as a living Person, a living Priest, a living Physi-,r
cian, a living Friend, a living Advocate at the right hand of God, and a 't

living Saviour soon to come again. Most Christians know little of Chris- '

tianity but the skeleton of doctrines.
-J. C. Ryle 1816-1900.
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