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The Gospel MagaTine

Editorial
The believer finds in God three things - strength, song and

salvation, see Isa. l2;2 also Exod l5:2, and psalm llg:14. Heie is a
perfect equipment for life. God's provision is rich and comprehensive.
I. My Strength.

We all need resources other than our own in order to cope with the
problems and pressures of life. The Apostle paul declared "I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me" (phil. 4:13). Through
the power of Christ he was equal to anything and master of every
situation. By ourselves we are weak, helpless and impotent bul
succoured by God we are equal to any tasks. The Scriptures repeatly
stress this truth. we are reminded for instance that "in quietness and
confidence shall be your strength"; "they that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength"; "God is our hope and strength, a very present
help in trouble".
2. My Song.

It is when we are in possession of strength that we have full song. If
we are downcast and out-of-sorts we don,t feel like singing. yet in the
New Testament we find Paul and Silas, with their backs bleeding and
their feet fast in the stocks in the prison at philippi, singing and praising
God at midnight! Paul was proving that with the strength of Christ he
was master even of this situation.

Fresh mercies will call for fresh songs. The psalmist, describing his
deliverance by God says that the Lord crowned His blessing by puiring"a new song in my mouth" (Psalm 40:3) We may not be very good
singers but we call can all make melody in our hearts to the Lord (Eph.
5 :19)
3.My Salvation

Salvation speaks of man's deepest need and of God's greatest gift. It
is a word that throbs with meaning; one of the really ,big' words of the
Bible.

The angel, foretelling the birth of Christ. said ,,He shall save His
people from their sins". The Lord Jesus Christ Himself said that ..the
Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which is lost" and paul the
Apostle wrote that "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners".

The salvation which christ provides is all sufficient and complete for
time and eternity. It is all of grace.

"Salvation! O the joyful sound!
What music to our ears!
A sovereign balm for every wound,

,. A cordial for our fears" Isaac Watts 1674-1749.
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The Resurrection
"If Christ be not raised". I Corinthians 15, 17.
A Sermon preached in Trinity Church, Buxton.

During the past week there have been further pronouncements by Dr.
David Jenkins, Bishop of Durham. This time he has attacked the
doctrine of the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ. So this morning I
want in a sense to preach what we would have said in Dublin years ago
was a "Reply Sermon", because I know some of you have been very
concerned and distressed about it, so much so, that the Church
Wardens and myself have penned a letter to the local press
disassociating ourselves entirely from the theological views, or lack of
them. that emanate from Durham.

Now St. Paul's wonderful words in this remarkable chapter have
been a wonderful source of encouragement and comfort to mourners all
down the centuries of time since and they have confirmed the faith of
the saints.

You will find that Paul says the Gospel revolves around two central
truths - you will find them in vs. 3 & 4 - the cross and the resurrection
of Christ. Paul says, 'Christ died for our sins' that is, He made
atonement for our transgressions, and that 'He was buried' sho*ing the
finality of Christ's earthly life, that He did really die, 'and He was
raised again the third day'.

As I have so often said to you, the Cross and the Resurrection stand
together in Scripture - they do here - and the resurrection is not an
added extra to complete the story. It is absolutely indispensable for,
what the chief stone is to the arch, the resurrection is to Christianity
and, on the physical resurrection of Christ from the tomb of Joseph of
Arimathea stand or fall the claims of Christianity. It is the citadel of our
faith; it is the deepest conviction of our hearts and, if the citadel be
overthrown, there is nothing left that is worth preserving' One
theologian has said that belief in the resurrection is not an appendage to
the Christian faith - it is the Christian faith, or, as old John Trapp,
said, "Never was there so great an imposture put on the world as
Christianity if Christ be yet in the grave." If you will read in the Acts of
the Apostles you will find Festus saying that Christianity is concerned
with the assertion that Jesus was dead and is now alive. No act of
vandalism took place - the grave of Christ was not rifled frm
without. There was no body-snatching as the Jewish authorities of the
day wanted it to be believed. The orderliness of the tomb bore
testimony to that, for the sovereignty of death had been chalktUBd
from within and its strong grasp had been unloosed and more tha: \ne
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person with a legal mind has said that the resurrection is the best
attested fact of history.

Thomas, you remember, resisted all evidence except that which
would be of his own personal experience. He said, 'Except I see, except
I touch, except I feel, I will not believe,' and you remember how the
Lord graciously met him and the doubting disciple was turned into an
adoring worshipper who fell down and said, 'My Lord and my God.'

The risen Christ possessed a life superior to death or decay. It was no
mere resuscitation as was the case with Lazarus or the widow's son or
Jairus' daughter. True, they were brought back to life but they died
again ultimately, but not so with Christ. 'He lives in the power of an
endless life', and He was no longer subject to the natural order of
things. He possessed a life that transcended physical limitations so that
doors and bolts could not keep Him from His disciples.

Look with me and see what would be the outcome if Christ did not
rise, if Christ be not raised. Now, the interesting thing is this that in
Paul's day there were some who denied the resurrection just as they are
doing today and, as Solomon said, 'There is nothing new under the sun'
and Paul insists that the resurrection is fundamental to Christian belief
and, if you will read in Romans l0 Paul goes so far as to say the belief
in the resurrection is a condition of salvation. 'That if thou wilt confess
with thy mouth and believe in thy heart that Christ is raised from the
dead thou shalt be saved.' Now Paul faces this question, 'Suppose Jesus
Christ did not rise?'. Well, for one thing he says in effect, the Scriptures
are false and unreliable, for Paul contended that 'Christ rose the third
day' - notice - 'according to the Scriptures' and you get that phrase
twice in vs. 3 & 4, 'according to the Scriptures.' So, if He did not rise,
we may well give our Bibles up altogether. The Scriptures will be false if
Christ did not rise and, furthermore, if there be no resurrection we are
the victims of a delusiom. We are doomed to the deepest and the
darkest of all possible disappointments. There is no good news for
mankind in preaching about a myth.

PREACHING VAIN
Let me draw, then, a few thoughts out of the context of my text.

Look at v.14, Paul says. 'If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching
vain'. We have no message for the world, and the word 'preaching' here
means, not so much the act of preaching, but the subject matter of the
message. And the word 'vain'means, not so much 'idle' but 'empty'. So
what Paul is saying is this, unless Christ be risen, then the Gospel is
emptied of its contents; its life's blood is drained away - there is
nothing in it. It is a mere empty shell, for a dead Christ means a hollow
Gospel, and a living Christ makes a full one. A dead Christ would be a
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beautiful memory but, as, far as giving any effective hope, it wctuld be
idle to preach about Him. Our preaching would be vain - we could
shut our pulpits up if there is no resurrection.

You see, if He did not rise, as He said He would. then the Lord's
testimony is invalidated. His death, then, is surely the death of a man,
and a poor mistaken man at that. His death would have no value - it is
but the record of a human tragedy. But, listen to those glowing words
with which Paul begins the Epistle to the Romans. He says of Christ
'He was declared to be the Son of God with power by the resurrection
from the dead.' And in the mighty act of the resurrection we hear the
last and the clearest of God's utterances of approval. God said in effect
yet again, 'This is My Beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased.' If there
be no resurrection, preaching is just an empty exercise.

FAITH VAIN
Secondly, if there be no resurrection, says Paul, it does not just affect

the preacher but the listener. He says in v.17, 'Your faith is vain.' And,
with the resurrection stands or falls the saving character of His death. If
the Lord Jesus Christ did not burst the bands of the grave, it is idle to
talk of expiation or sacrifice for sin in the death that He died, but, if He
rose, we have the great Divine attestation of the efficacy of His
sacrifice. That which He died to effect has been accomplished and so we
may be very thankful for the words we shall hear read in the
Communion Service - the words of Archbishop Cranmer, a martyr for
the faith, and we repeat them every time we administer the
Communion. We speak of Christ making on the cross "a full, perfect
and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction". There the words are
heaped together to show the finality of the work of Christ, but, if you
take the resurrection away, there is no work of Christ and, if you take
the resurrection away, it is like taking away the centre pole out of a tent
- it collapses around you. So says Paul, 'If Christ be not risen your
faith is vain' - it is of no effect - it is like a drowning man grasping a
rope swinging over the side of the ship which is loose at the other end
and gives way. No, a dead Christ would be no object for faith. It may
be for admiration and imitation, but we need a living Lord. Listen to
what Paul says, 'It is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again'
and, unless we have a risen Saviour, we are victims of despair. There is
no basis for faith, preaching is vain.

NO FORGIVENESS
-- There is something else in v.17, there is no forgiveness. 'lf Christ be
not risen' says Paul, 'you are yet in your sins,' and sin is a thing that
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takes the joy from our hearts and the smile from our faces. because it is
the one thing that is responsible for all the sorrows and the tears and the
troubles in the world, and if christ be not risen we have no remedv for
that central and universal malady. If christ be not risen we ."nnoi ,uy
as we do at the beginning of the service so often, that ,If we say we have
no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us, but if we confess
our sins God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness'. we cannot say it if christ be not risen. For if
there be no resurrection, victory over sin is an unrealised ideal, but if
Christ be risen, then sin is defeated - it has met its match _ it is
broken - it is blotted out. And so the Scripture says, 'He was delivered
for our offences and raised again for our justification.'

NO HEREAFTER

,. There is something else, the fourth thing the Apostle says will be a
direct outcome if there be no resurrection, v. 18. 'Then they also which
are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.' The dead have gone into
annihilation. You see, if christ never rose how should the faithful rise?
Put it another way, if the one perfect life never got through death, how
should anyone else?

If there be no resurrection there would be no hope. When anybody
expires and dies we could only say, 'Out, out, brief candle.' A dead
christ and a christ that never rose would be the end of any sure and
certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life and those we thought had
gone from this earthly scene with singing and everlasting joy upon their
heads have gone out with a lie in their right hand and have lain down in
the dust and to remain there for ever, because the alternative to there
being no resurrection is annihilation.

The one thing, then, that makes immortality certain, is the fact of the
resurrection.

There is one thing that makes the believer,s life sure and that is the
eternal life of Christ, for a living Christ means living members, as He
Himself said, 'Because I live, ye shall live also.' And the risen Christ is
the pledge and the guarantee of our resurrection, and a dead Christ,
furthermore, means deluded christians. Look at v.19. 'For if in this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most miserable,' yes,
it makes deluded Christians, and we are the more to be pitied because
the nobler the hope the more tragic is the disappointment. If christ did
not rise, then, we have been clutching at a phantom - we have been
grasping the mist that so soon passes away.

These are four outcomes of there being no resurrection.
Let me end on a positive note, and look at v.20. the words with which

the Burial Service begins. 'But now rs Christ risen from the dead and
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become the first fruits of them that slept.' Notice, by one stroke of the
pen the Apostle turns from negatives to glorious positives. He says,
'Christ lives in the power of an endless life' and the resurrection kindles
certainty and undying hope. The resurrection is not only the high note
of Apostolic preaching, and it was that, but it is the cornerstone of
Christian hope, and this hope, this great news of the resurrection
enthused the early Christians with new power. They spoke of
experiencing 'the power of His resurrection' (Philippians 3) and the
fact of the resurrection fired feeble Christians with hope and courage.

'If Christ be not risen'- how very terrible!! Take with you that
positive word in v.20, 'But now rs Christ risen from the dead, and
become the first fruits of them that slept.'

These are tremendous issues. On these hang the question whether
there is a Gospel or not. But we have to come closer than that even -

we are not only to give mental assent to the fact that He did rise the
third day - we have to know it experimentally for ourselves. It is no
use just repeating the Creed. We have to say it as an expression of our
own personal faith and commitment. That is the great thing to know.
This is saving truth - to know it experimentally, to know it for
ourselves.

May we be able to say, as Thomas did, 'My Lord and my God'- the
glorious Victor over sin and death. 'He rose the third day according to
the Scriptures.'

May God bless His Word to our hearts and may we be able to give a
reason for the hope that is within us in these perilous times that are
upon us.

M . H .

He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater,
He sendeth more strength when the labours increase;
To added affliction He addeth His mercy,
To multiplied trials His multiplied peace.

jJ; ili
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The First Epistle of John
A. V. McCANDLISH (Minehead)

lV. Fellowship with God means the dawn of a new day.
I  J n . 2 : 7 - 1 1 .

In our last study we saw that fellowship with God meant keeping
God's commandments. This theme is continued in these verses.

"Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old
commandment which ye had from the beginning. The old
commandment is the word ye have heard from the beginning. Again a
new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in Him, and in
you." w. 7,8a.

There is a paradox here, an old commandment repeated; and which
in some way has become new. What then was the old commandment? It
was the one they had from the beginning, the one given to Israel, when
God entered into a covenant with them at Sinai. It was summed up in
the words, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy might." Deut 6;5; and "Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself." Lev. 19;18. This old commandment was
the one Jesus repeated to them, Matt. 22;37-39. Then John goes on to
say, "Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true
in Him." The Amplified N.T. has "is realised in Him", the N.I.V. has
"its truth is seen in Him." The new commandment was simply a new
revelation of the old. Jesus said, "I am not come to destroy the law and
the prophets, I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil." Mat. 5;17. The
old commandment was written on parchment, and on tables of stone. It
was accepted as God's law; it was preached by priests and prophets, and
by scribes and pharisees. It was expounded, argued about, and even
added to, but it was never kept. Some did try to keep it, but all failed.
When Jesus came the law of God was seen for the first time fulfilled in
His daily life. Jesus showed just what it meant to love God with all his
heart, and His neighbour as Himself. It was seen in His prayer life, in
His temptation, in His subjection to His parents, in His work in the
carpenters shop, in His loving care for the sick, the hungry, the
sorrowing, and finally at Calvary where "He poured out His soul unto
death." For the first time in history men saw what it meant to love God
with all the heart, and to love his neighbour as Himself. It was a new
phenomenon, here was a new commandment, in that it was not in word
only, but was set forth in deeds, in terms of human response. Jesus
Himself explained it, "A new commandment I give unto you, that ye
love one another as I hove loved vou." Jn. 13:34.

l 5 l
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"Again a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true
(realised) in Him and in you; because the darkness is passed ond the true
light now shineth." v.8.

Did not the prophet write: "The people that walked in darkness have
seen a great light"? lsa.9;2. John wrote, "In Him was life; and the life
was the light of men." Jn. l;4. With the life of Jesus there came the
dawn of a new day. We see the Sun of righteousness shining in full
orbed glory. John wrote these words about seventy years after the death
of the Lord Jesus, now nineteen centuries later they are still true; the
glorious light still shines today in undimmed splendour. There never has
been a life like His; what we see now is not merely the after glow, like
some glorious sunset which arrests, and remains with us for a time after
the sun has disappeared. "The true light now shineth," Jesus Christ is
the same yesterday, and today, and for ever, Heb. l3;8. He is still alive,
and He loves us still. He still works in love to men througir His word,
and by His Spirit. He is still saving sinners, and bringing them into
fellowship with God. Whenever the Bible is opened and read under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, men and women still see the glory of His
love in His life and death; and it is like the shining forth of rhe sun to
enlighten their darkness. They see His perfect life, and their own sinful,
lost condition, they see the reason for His death, and as they are moved
by the Holy Spirit to commit their lives to Him, they receive forgiveness
of sins, and a new birth. They become the children of God. wirh a new
nature, having the character of love, so they become children of light.
Paul writes, "Ye are all the children of light, and of the day; we are not
of the night nor of darkness." I Thess. 5;5. Jesus Himself said of His
disciples, "Ye are the light of the world, let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven." Matt.5;16. This then is why John writes, ,'A new
commandment I write unto you, which thing is realised in Him, and in
you; because the darkness is passing, and the true light now shineth.,'"He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness
even until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there
is no occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in
darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth,
becouse that darkness hath blinded his eyes". v. 9-II.

Fellowship with God means walking in the light, and walking in the
light is walking in love. "We are to walk even as He walked." v.6. We
are warned against just saying we believe on the Lord Jesus; did He not
say, "By their fruits ye shall know them"? Our whole lives must follow
the pattern of love to God and love to men. It is a safe walk, and a
pleasant one, there is no stumbling, nor does such a one cause to
stumble by his inconsistency. His love to God is expressed in a worship

- 1 . .
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that is not confined to stated times or forms of devotion, but is
expressed in a life of obedience, and humbie service, doing all to the
glory of God. He seeks to be the hand of love, that brings help, and
comfort from Christ to the needy ones around. He seeks to be the feet
that run errands for the infirm; and the voice that speaks Christ's own
words to men. The law of love is not simply written in the Bible; it is
engraved on the fleshy tables of his heart. As we see such lives we are
able to say, "the darkness is passing, the true light now shineth." It is
not any light of ours, it is the light of Christ who lives within. But here
follows the word of warning, "he that hateth his brother is in
darkness." There are those who say they are Christians, they say they
are in the light but they hate their brethren. Hate? The word is used here
deliberately to emphasise the true nature of all that is not active love.
Every plant is recognised by its fruit or its flower. The apple tree may
not be recognised by its leaves, but when the fruit appears, then all
doubt is removed. We may fail to recognise the forget-me-not by its
leaves; but when the flower appears, we say with confidence,. this is a
forget-me-not. Here John is saying, all that is not love is hate. failure to
love is hate in its nature. "Whoso hath this world's goods, and seeth his
brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him,
how dwelleth the love of God in him?" I Jn. 3;17. His failure to give to
some poor refugees whose need is brought before him, may well result
in the death of some, just as truly as if he had murdered them. John
says, "He that loveth not his brother is in darkness. and walketh in
darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because darkness hath
blinded his eyes." Some walk in darkness because they are not walking
with God, but going their own way. They may say that they believe on
the Lord Jesus as their own Saviour; but if they are following their own
way, and not His, their knowledge of Him is simply intellectual. They
do not know, (that is realise), where they are going. Every step that is
not in fellowship with the Lord Jesus, is walking away from Him.
When we truly believe on the Lord Jesus, He comes in to take
possession of us, and to guide us in His way. That way is always the way
of love, we begin to "walk even as He walked." v.6. This brings us
fulness of joy.

There are no infidels in hell. There, all believe without a doubt, while
they tremble without a hope.

John Newton
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The Lower Lights
W. J. SEATON (Minister of Inverness Reformed Baptist Church)

JESUS WHICH IS CALLED JUSTUS. 
-

, i

In the last chapter of Colossians verse I l, we find the apostle Paul
linking the name of one, "Jesus, which is called Justus," with the
names of a few others who have been a comfort to him, and fellow-
workers with him in the things of the gospel. "Jesus, which is called
Justus," was a Jew by birth, and there is a world of significance in what
that man was first called within the context of his Jewish home, and
what he later called himself when the grace of God had taken hold upon
his heart. Like a good many Jewish homes, the home in which "Jesus,

which is called Justus," was born and reared-up was a home that had a
certain expectation. A good many of the people of Israel were looking
for the coming of their promised Saviour and Messiah. Although many
of their ideas about what kind of a Saviour and Messiah he would be
were far off the mark, they still held firmly to the expectation, as such.
When this particular mother in Israel, then, gave birth to a baby son,
the parents gave vent to that expectation in their own lives and called
their baby boy, "Jesus." The name Jesus in the New Testament times
was the equivalent to Joshua in the Old, and as Joshua had been Israel's
Saviour of long ago, so this family called their son Joshua - or Jesus,
as it then was. So this particular child was named, grew-up, advanced
into manhood, and was known by one and all as Jesus.

Then came the day of his salvation. We are not told how this Jesus
was converted; we are not told who preached, or witnessed, or what the
text was, or any of these details; but converted he was. Neither are we
told any specific details about what work he did in the church of Christ,
or what office he held, if he held any at all. But one thing that we are
told about him marks him down as well worth remembering, indeed,
among Paul's collection of saints at the end of Colossians. There
obviously came a day in the life of this man called Jesus when he began
to look at that name that his Jewish parents had given him, and he
began to realise how incongruous that name really was for him. He was
no Saviour; how much he must have realised that! He was no Saviour
- and, indeed, was it not the case that he had needed a Saviour to save
him from all his sins? And what was that Saviour's name? His name
was, "Jesus;" not by any popular choice of his earthly parents and
guardians, but by divine command - "Thou shalt call his name Jesus,
for he shall save his people from their sins." And so, this dear man
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whose mother and father had named him Jesus, began to say, in fact,
"Call me no more Jesus, but call me Justus, for there is only one Jesus
who bears that name aright among all the sons of men." And from that
day forward, that Jesus began to call himself Justus.

The significance of that name-change - not onlyy'om the name of
Jesus, but lo the name Justus - goes without saying. Justus conjures
up pictures of the "justified one" - the one who has been made "just

indeed" through the merits of that Saviour whose name he once bore.
And when the Holy Spirit of God retains both of those names together
for us for those few brief seconds on the pages of the Word of God He
is, surely, speaking volumes to us concerning that man's heart and
mind. No man is his own Saviour, nor the Saviour of others, but all
men need the one and only Saviour whom God has sent forth in Christ
His Son.

Well then, Paul tells us, this man became a "fellow-worker" with
him in the things of the gospel of justification by faith alone, and he
also proved himself to be a "comfort" to Paul in so many of those
earthly labours. The two terms are general, but they are precious.
Again, as in the case of this man's conversion, we are not told any
details about those "works" that he carried out with Paul, nor in what
precise way he was a "comfort" to him; but the terms are precious. The
labours of the apostle Paul were herculean, but we always find Paul
ready to speak of those who laboured with him in the gospel, both men
and women. The strength of the apostle Paul in the faith of our Lord
Jesus Christ was powerful and mighty to the casting down of Satan's
strongholds, yet we see here that Paul needed and enjoyed the
"comforts" of the saints in the good fight of faith. Such a one was
"Jesus which is called Justus." He was Paul's fellow-worker, and
proved himself a comfort to Paul in the heat of the day. He took his
place in the Church of Christ as a member in particular in that body,
and brief and all as the record of his life is, the Spirit of God has written
it clear, and written it down for all generations of "lower lights" that
were to come.

NYMPHAS.
This is another name that appears in the last chapter of Colossians, in

verse 15, and it is inserted in a general word from Paul relating to the
"brethren which are in Laodicea." "Salute the brethren which are in
Laodicea," says Paul there, "and Nymphas, and the church which is in
his house." This is the only mention of this name anywhere in the New
Testament, and, in fact, it is not even clear if the Nymphas in question
was a man or a woman. Nymphas was one of those names that might
have been borne either bv a man or a woman. and it has been attached
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to the male in this case more or less by usage. Be that as it may,
however, this saint was well-known to Paul. and known unto the
Saviour of His church.

Nymphas, then, had provided a place of meeting for the church of
Christ within his (or her) home in or around Laodicea. It would seem
that he possessed a house big enough for this purpose, and the fact that
he set it at the disposal of the Lord's people doesn't go unnoticed in the
Word. It might speak of a "once-off" act - one day, or one evening,
when this saint of God made the offer of a roof over the head of the
church in that area; or, it might also conjure up for us perpetual service
- preparing that house, making things ready for the gatherings of the
saints within that home from week-to-week. Whatever the case might
be, that act or those actions, by that once-named believer in our Lord.
male or female, stands written and remains written for us up until this
very day.

There are many such acts and actions in the history of the Church;
one piece of service done by some totally unknown man or woman that
sparked-off a whole chain of events that brought eternal praise and
honour to Christ our God. One day an old book seller called at a lonely
farmhouse where a young man by the name of Richard Baxter lived.
Young Richard Baxter bought a single thin volume from the old pedlar;
it was Richard Sibbes' "Bruised Reed and Smoking Flax." Baxter read
the little book that he had bought, and it was the means of his
conversion. He, in turn, wrote a book later on in his life, called, "A
Call to the Unconverted," which was the means of salvation to many.
Among those was Philip Doddridge, who then wrote, "The Rise and
Progress of Religion in the Soul," which was the means of salvation
under God to William Wilberforce, who then wrote, "A Practical View
of Christianity," which led to the conversion of Legh Richmond who
penned, "The Dairyman's Daughter" which has brought God's light in
the gospel to many souls.

Baxter we know, and Doddridge we know, and Wilberforce we
know, and Richmond we know; but who was that old book seller who
did what he could, and began the whole chain of events? Like
Nymphas, or Jesus which is called Justus, and so many more, he was a
"lower light" that shed such beams as the Lord had given to him, and
who now "shines with the brightness of the Father" in the kingdom of
His dear son. The message of the everlasting scriptures is very
clear:-"Let the lower lights keep burning."
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Divine Purpose or
Purposeless Chance!

Studies in the Life of Joseph (6),
W. J. McDOWELL (Belfast)

If we had the opportunity to inspect a modern factory with its
complicated machinery and controls, and were informed that all the
continual movements of these mechanical marvels manufactured
nothing, and never would produce anything, we would be amazed. Our
amazement would increase if we were told that the factory and
machinery had not been designed and built, but that the various parts
came together by chance, and that it would continue its purposeless
movements until it finally disintegrated. Substitute ,,univerie" for"factory", and you have an idea of what some people wish us to believe
concerning the origin and objectives of the universi. It amounts to this:
All that now exists came from nothing, and is going nowhere. our own
personal existence is without purpose. "Utterly meaningless!
Everything is meaningless" (Eccles. l:2). This is the Teicher's verd'ict of
life "under the sun" - a phrase that occurs in Ecclesiastes about 2g
times. If there be nothing more than what we can see and touch then
our present existence is indeed vanity.

"Alas 
for us, if thou wert all,

ond nought beyond, O earth."

PROVIDENCE.' 
the christian's creed is completey at variance with such ideas. we

must continually assert our faith in the God of creation and providence.
The history of Joseph which we have partly considered shows that the
great Governor of the world presides over, and controls all earthly
events.

Dr James Hamilton points out that "viewed on the human side we
have in Joseph's memoirs the history of a pious youth, full of brotherly
kindness and filial affection, and by trls gooa conduct and great
sagacity rising to a station where he was enabled to rescue from thJruin
his own family, and be the princely benefactor of his unnatural
brethren; but viewed on the Divine side, we almost lose sight of the
pious youth, and see nothing but God's momentary and marvellous
Providence... Joseph's career is just predestination made familiar, and
the Providence of God made palpable. It burns and shines with present
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Deity, and whilst it says to the sinner, Be sure your sins will find you
out, and tells that what man means for evil God manages for good, it
also proclaims:

'O but the counsel of the Lord
Doth stand for ever sure;
And of his heart the purposes
From age to age endure."'

PREDESTINATION.
God by His overruling Providence brought Joseph into a position of

honour and authority in Egypt. Did He intend that to happen? Did He
always have that purpose? If not, then we must believe that it all took
place by chance, or that some unknown force called fate brought it
about. Surely the Christian should believe that God works all things
after the counsel of His own will. Joseph himself told his brothers
"God sent me before you' (Gen. 45:5, 7). "They designed", says
Matthew Henry, "by selling him into Egypt, to defeat his dreams, but
God thereby designed to accomplish them".

To use the words of Dr Warfield: "No one can imagine so
inadvertent a God, that he always acts 'on the spur of the moment', so
to speak, with no manner of intention determining his action.
Providence and Predestination are ideas which run into one another.
Providence is but Predestination in its execution; Predestination is but
Providence in its intention. When we say the one, we say the other, and
the common idea which gives its content to both is control".

PROBLEMS.
These difficult subjects of Providence and Predestination raise

problems that sometimes we cannot solve. Our limited, sinful minds can
never fully understand the purpose of the omniscient, holy God. "Such

knowledge is too wonderful for me: it is high, I cannot attain unto it"
(Ps. 139:6).

When Joseph was tempted to immorality he did not think "my

prophetic dreams assure me that I am predestined for great things. Here
is an opportunity to better my situation". No: he appealed to the Divine
precepts, saying: "How can I do this great wickedness, and sin against
God?". The rule for our conduct is not prophecy, nor providence but
the moral law comprehended in the Ten Commandments. The
Christian should say: "I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not
forget thy word" Psalm l19:16.
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The World as a Graveyard
CHRISTMAS EVANS: (1766-1838)

I find myself standing upon the summit of one of the highest of the
everlasting hills, permitted from thence to take a survey of the whole
earth, and all before me I see a wide and far-spread burial-ground, a
graveyard, over which lie scattered the countless multitudes of the
wretched and perishing children of Adam. The ground is full of
hollows, the yawning caverns of death and over the whole scene broods
a thick cloud of darkness, no light from above shines upon it, there is
no ray of sun or moon, there is no beam, even of a little candle, seen
through all its borders. It is walled around, but it has gates, large and
massive, ten thousand times stronger than all the gates of brass forged
among men; they are one and all safely locked - the hand of Divine
Law has locked them, and so firmly secured are the strong bolts, that all
the created powers even of the heavenly world, were they to labour to
all eternity, could not drive so much as one of them back. How hopeless
is the wretchedness to which the race is doomed! Into what
irrecoverable depths of ruin has sin plunged the people who sit there in
darkness and in the shadow of death, while there, by the brazen gates,
stands the inflexible guard, brandishing the flaming sword of
undeviating Law!

But see, in the cool of the day, there is one descending from the
eternal hills in the distance; it is Mercy! the radiant form of Mercy,
seated in the chariot of Divine Promise. She comes through the worlds
of the universe; she pauses here to mark the imprisoned and grave-like
aspect of our once fair world; her eye affected her heart as she beheld
the misery and heard the cry of despair, borne upon the four winds of
heaven; she could not pass by, nor pass on. She wept over the
melancholy scene and she said, "Oh that I might enter! I would bind up
their wounds, I would relieve their sorrows, I would save their souls!"
An embassy of angels, commissioned from Heaven to some other
world, paused at the sight and Heaven forgave that pause. They saw
Mercy standing by the gate and they cried, "Mercy, canst thou enter?
Canst thou look upon that world and not pity? Canst thou pity and not
relieve?" And Mercy, in tears, replied, "l can see and I can pity, but I
cannot relieve." "Why dost thou not enter?" enquired the heavenly
host. "Oh" said Mercy, "Law has barred the gate against me and I
must not, and I cannot unbar it." And Law stood there watching the
gate, and the angels asked of him. "Why wilt thou not suffer Mercy to
enter?" And he said, "No one can enter here and live." and the thunder
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of his voice outspoke the wailings within. Then again I heard Mercy cry,"Is there no entrance for me into this fierd of death? May I noi visit
th-ese caverns of the grave, and seek, if i t may be, to raise sbme at least
of these children of destruction and bring ihem to the light of day?
open, Justice open! Drive back these iron bolts, and let rie in. that I
may proclaim the jubilee of redemption to the children of the dust!"
And then I heard Justice reply, "Mercy surely thou lovest Justice too
well to wish to burst these gates by force of arm, and thus to obtain
entrance by lawless violence. I cannot open the door; I am not angry
with these unhappy ones, I have no dehght in their death, or in hearing
their cries, as they lie upon the burning hearth of the great fire, kindled
by the wrath of God, in the land that is lower than the grave. But
without shedding of blood there is no remission.',

So Mercy expanded her wings, sprendid beyond the brightness of the
m-orning when its rays are seen shooting over mountains of pearl, and
Mercy renewed her flight amongst the unfallen worlds; she re-ascended
into the mid air, but could not proceed far, because she could not forger
the sad sight of the Graveyard-world, the merancholy prison. She
returned to her native throne in the Heaven of heavens; it w;s a glorious
high throne, unshaken and untarnished by the fallen fate of rian and
angels. Even there she could not forget what she had witnessed. and
wept over, and she weighted the woes of the sad world against the doom
of eternal law; she could not forget the prison and the graveyard, and
she re-descended with a more rapid and radiant flight, and rtt" rtooa
again by the gate, but again was denied admission. And the two stood
there together, Justice and Mercy, and Justice dropped his brandishing
sword while they held converse together, and while they talked there
was silence in heaven.

"Is there then no admission on any terms whatsoever?" she said."Ah yes," said Justice, "but then they are terms which no created being
can fulfil. I demand atoning death for the eternal life of those who lie in
this Graveyard; I demand Divine life for their ransom." And while they
were talking, behold there stood by them a third Form, fairer than the
children of men, radiant with the glory of heaven. He cast a look upon
the graveyard. And He said to Mercy. ,.Accept the terms.,' ..Wheie is
the security?" said Justice. "Here," said Mercy, pointing to the radiant
Stranger, "is my bond. Four thousand years from henie, demand its
payment on Calvary. To redeem men," said Mercy, ,,I will be incarnate
in the Son of God, I wil l be the Lamb slain for the rife of this cravevard
World."

The bond was accepted and Mercy entered the graveyard leaning on
the arm of Justice. She spoke to the prisoners. centuries rolled uy. so
went on the gathering of the first-fruits in the field of redemntion. Still
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ages passed away, and at last the clock ofprophecy struck the fulness of
time. The bond, which had been committed to patriarchs and prophets,
had to be redeemed; a long series of rites and ceremonies, sacrifices and
oblations, had been instituted to perpetuate the memory of that solemn
deed.

At the close of the four thousand years, when Daniel's seventy weeks
were accomplished, Justice and Mercy appeared on the hill of Calvary;
angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, principalities and
powers, left their thrones and mansions of glory, and bent over the
battlements of heaven, gazing in mute amazement and breathless
suspense upon the solemn scene. At the foot of Calvary's hill was
beheld the Son of God. "Lo I come", He said, "in the bond it is written
of Me." He appeared without the gates of Jerusalem, crowned with
thorns, and followed by the weeping church. It was with Him the hour
and the power of darkness; above Him were all the vials of Divine
wrath, and the thunders of the eternal Law; round Him were all the
powers of darkness, the monsters of the pit, huge, f ierce and relentless,
were there; the lions as a great army, gnashing their teeth, ready to tear
Him in pieces, the unicorns, a countless host, were rushing onwards to
thrust Him through; and there were the bulls of Bashan roaring terribly;
the dragons of the pit unfolding themselves, and shooting out their
stings, and dogs, many, all round the mountain.

And He passed through this dense array, an unresisting victim led as
a lamb to the slaughter. He took the bond from the hand of Justice and,
as He was nailed to the cross, He nailed it to the cross, and all the hosts
of hell, though invisible to man, had formed a ring around it. The rocks
rent, the sun shrank from the scene, as Justice lifted his right hand to
the throne, exclaiming, "Fires of heaven, descend, and consume this
sacrifice!" The fires of heaven, animated with living spirit, answered
the call, "We come! We come! and when we have consumed that
victim, we wil l burn the world!" They burst, blazed, devoured; the
blood of the victim was fast dropping; the hosts of hell were shouting,
until the humanity of Emmanuel gave up the ghost. The fire went on
burning until the ninth hour of the day, but when it touched the Deity
of the Son of God it expired; and Justice dropped the fiery sword at the
foot of the cross, and the Law joined with the prophets in witnessing to
the righteousness which is by faith in the Son of Cod, for all had heard
the dying Redeemer exclaim "It is finished!" The weeping Church
heard it, and lifting up her head cried too, "It is finished!" Attending
angels hovering near heard it and, winging their flight, they sang, "It is
finished!" The powers of darkness heard the acclamations of the
universe, they hurried away from the scene in death-like feebleness. He
triumped over them openly. The graves of the old Burial-ground have
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been thrown open, and gales of life have blown over the valley of dry
bones, and an exceeding great army has already been sealed to our God
as among the living in Zion; for so the Bond was paid and eternal
redemption secured.

"A very present help in time of trouble."
Psalm 46:l

. Covenant blessings are not meant to be looked at only, but to be
appropriated. Even our Lord Jesus is given to us for our present use.
Believer, thou dost not make use of Christ as thou oughtest to do.
When thou art in trouble, why dost thou not tell Him all thy grief? Has
He not a sympathising heart, and can He not comfort and relieve thee?
No, thou art going about to all thy friends, save Thy best Friend, and
telling thy tale everywhere except into the bosom of thy Lord. Art thou
burdened with this day's sins? Here is a fountain filled with blood; use
it, saint, use it. Has a sense of guilt returned upon thee? The pardoning
grace of Jesus may be proved again and again. Come to Him at once for
cleansing. Dost thou despise thy weakness? He is thy strength; why not
lean upon Him! Dost thou feel naked? Come hither, soul; put on the
robe of Jesus' righteousness. Stand not looking at it, but wear it. Strip
off thine own righteousness, and thine own fears too; put on the fair
white linen, for it was meant to wear. Dost thou feel thyself sick? Pull
the night-bell of prayer, and call up the Beloved Physician! He will give
the cordial that will revive thee. Thou art poor, but then thou hast "a
kinsman, a mighty man of wealth." What! wilt thou not go to Him and
ask Him to give thee of His abundance, when He has given thee this
promise, that thou shalt be joint heir with Him, and has made over all
that He is and all that He has to be thine? There is nothing Christ
dislikes more than for His people to make a show-thing of Him, and
not to use Him. He loves to be employed by us. The more burdens we
put on His shoulders, the more precious will He be to us.
',, "Let us be simple with Him, then,

Not backward, stiff or cold,
,. As though our Bethlehem could be
,,,, What Sinai was of old."

C. H. Spurgeon (Morning & Evening Daily Readings).
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A Present Saviour
"And knew not that it was Jesus." John 20, 14.

HORATIUS BONAR

When Jesus comes the second time there will be no mistake as to
Who He is. He comes in His own glory, and in His Father's glory, and
with His mighty angels; in majesty and power and brightness. Every
one shall know Him then. The Jew shall know Him, for he shall "look

upon Him whom he hath pierced, and mourn." The Gentile shall know
Him, for it is written, "Every eye shall see Him and all kindreds of the
earth shall wail because of Him." The saint shall know Him, for He
comes "to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all them that
believe." The sinner shall know Him, for "He comes to take vengeance
upon them that know not God, and that obey not His gospel." No one
shall mistake Him in that day, for it shall be either Jesus the
Bridegroom coming to be recognised and rejoiced in by His long-
waiting bride, or it shall be Jesus the Judge and avenger coming to
break His enemies in pieces with His iron rod.

But when He came the first time, few knew that it was Jesus. He
passed in and out yet He was unknown. "He was in the world and the
world was made by Him and yet the world knew Him not." "He came
unto His own, and His own received Him not." Nazareth, where He
had been brought up, knew Him not; Capernaum, where He dwelt,
knew Him not. Bethsaida knew Him not. and even Jerusalem knew
Him not. He was full of grace and truth; He was the Messenger of the
Father's love and the Declarer of His own, yet men knew Him not. He
passed through this world unhonoured and unrecognised. One in whom
man saw not the Mighty God, the Incarnate Word, the Eternal Son of
the Father.

But even to His own chosen ones, who had received Him, He was
sometimes strangely unknown. The two Emmaus friends knew Him
not. Thomas knew Him not. More than once we read that the disciples
knew Him not, and even Mary "knew not that it was Jesus."

One would have thought this impossible in any circumstances, and
yet here we find it so. Even Mary's eyes discerned Him not. He stood
before her, yet she knew Him not. The keen eye of love, the quick-
sighted eye of woman failed to recognise Him. One wonders how it
could be so. Could Jacob see his own Benjamin, his son Joseph, and yet
not know them? Yet Mary met with Jesus and knew not that it was He.

What hindered the recognition? It was nothing in Jesus Himself. He
was not unwilling to be known, nor recluctant to be saluted and
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recognised as of old. He did not veil Himself. He'aid not stand aloof.
What was it then?

Frist. She was seeking the living among the dead. She had gone to the
tomb to find Him; her only hope seemed there. She knew that He had
died and she expected to find Him among the dead. She forgot that He
was the living One, that death to Him could be, at the most, but the
matter of a day. She sought Him where He was not to be found, and
when He appeared, when she expected Him not, she knew not that it
was Jesus. Thus Mary sought the living among the dead; the heavenly
amid the earthly. No wonder that she knew Him not. Beware of
seeking, in like manner as Mary did, the living among the dead; a living
Christ amid dead forms, and duties, and devotions and rites; lest, when
He does appear to you, you know Him not.

Secondly. She was laying too much stress on the mere body of the
Lord. She had known it in other days. She had seen Him on the cross.
She had helped to lay Him in the sepulchre, and her whole thoughts
were therefore occupied with the body of her Lord. When last she saw
it, it was pale and cold, torn and bleeding, no life remaining. Her
thoughts reverted to that scene. She could not realise anything else, and
now this remembrance of the body of her Lord came between her and
the Lord Himself. She was attaching too much value to His mere
corporeal frame; here was a rebuke to her for so doing. She was so
much occupied with the thoughts of His body, that the real Christ was
hidden, the Christ Himself, so that, when He appeared she knew not
that it was Jesus. Let us not allow anything pertaining to the outward
form of Jesus - in which sentimentalism may indulge - to hinder our
beholding the real, the living Saviour. Let us beware lest some particular
aspect in which we expect to see Him, be just the very thing that hinders
us from seeing Him at all. If we have made up our minds only to see
Him in one form, under one aspect, and in one way, it may be we shall
not see Him at all, or when He does stand before us, we shall be, like
Mary, not knowing that it is Jesus.

Thirdly. She was blinded by her overmuch sorrow. Sorrow had filled
her heart and absorbed her soul on one object, her dead Master. This
blinded her to the living One. Sorrow dimmed her eye with tears, and
she failed to recognise through those very tears the very Christ whom
she was seeking, the very Being over whom she was weeping. Her
excessive grief raised up a thick mist between her and her Lord. Let us
beware of being blinded by overmuch sorrow. In the world we shall
have tribulation; we may reckon upon that as our lot; yet, let us not be
blinded by overmuch sorrow, or have our eyes so dimmed with tears as
to be unable to recognise or to realise a present Lord. Sorrow should
produce a very different result. It should not veil. it should unveil
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Christ. It should not throw you at a distance from Him, or bring in
some mountain of separation between you and Him. It should increase
your nearness; it should bring you nearer to Him and Him to you. It
should make Him to be felt as more precious, more desirable, more
entirely suitable, more indispensable. It should make you more quick-
sighted in your love, instead of being, like Mary, less quick-sighted, so
that you may know that it is Jesus when He appears.

Fourthly. She was hindered by her unbelief. Like the disciples, she
was slow of heart to believe all that the prophets had spoken. The rising
from the dead was a thing which she but darkly understood. Like the
others, she could not believe that the Messiah would die, and now that
He is dead, she does not believe that He can rise again. Her faith did
indeed cling to His Person; that Person was precious to her, but all her
need of Him she did not know. Her need of His dying, her need of His
rising she knew not. She knew enough of Him for faith and love to rest
upon, but not enough to keep her from falling into error or unbelief. It
was unbelief that hindered her from prompt and full recognition of her
beloved Lord. Is it not in our case still the same as in Mary's? Is it not
unbelief still that comes between us and the Lord? He draws near to us;
He stands before us, yet we know Him not. perhaps we seek Him, seek
Him earnestly, and He comes, yet, when He comes, we recognise Him
not. We know not that very Jesus whom we were seeking, if He comes
not in the way that we expect. Unbelief has suggested that it is not thus
that we are to expect Him to appear, that it is not in this place, or in this
way, or in this form, that we may expect to find Him and to meet Him.
He presents Himself to us as a risen Christ, an almighty Saviour, all that
the sinner needs, full of grace and truth, with forgiveness upon His lips
and eternal life in His hands; with every heavenly blessing held out to
us, and yet we recognise Him not, for unbelief has given another
representation to Him, and we are not prepared to recognise Him, save
in that form which we ourselves would prescribe to Him, in that aspect
that we have made ourselves think that He will surely appear to us in.
Faith makes no such conditions as unbelief does. Faith does not attempt
to prescribe to the Lord in what form, or at what time, or in what way,
or in what circumstances He shall appear. It is ever ready to recognise
Him in any condition, and under any garb. It is glad to find Him
anywhere.

Mark, then, the peculiar position occupied by Mary. She thought that
she was seeking an absent Lord, whereas she wus refusing to recognise a
present One. Had you asked her what ailed her when she was weeping,
she would have said, "My Lord is absent; I have been seeking Him and
I cannot find Him anywhere," whereas it should have been, ,,My Lord
is present and I do not know Him." This was her sin. While professing
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to seek im absent Lord, she was refusing to recognise a present One.
This was her sin; this was her calamity. "She knew not that it was
Jesus." This kept her in sorrow and in darkness.

Is not her position precisely that which we ourselves too often
occupy? Is not that sin of hers too often ours, and is not that calamity
which overtook her just the very calamity which we so often bring upon
ourselves? Her case resembles ours. We thrust away blessings from us in
the same way that she did; we shut out the Lord just as she did. Christ is
present; let us keep this in mind - "Lo, I am with you always.', He is
no distant, no absent Saviour to anyone, but ever nigh. He is at our very
side, at the very side of each, so that no one can complain of distance in
Him any more than they can complain of estrangement or want of love.
He is never absent, nor repulsive, nor unwilling to be recognised as
Jesus, whether by saint or sinner. He does not veil Himself to prevent
our seeing Him. He does not repel our advances. His grace never varies.
Always is He the same. His ear is the same willing ear, His eye the same
loving eye, and His hand stretched out - the same gracious hand. To
sinner and to saint, Jesus is near.

This nearness of Christ is what faith recognises; for the office of faith
is not to make Him present, as so many seem to imagine; it is not to
bring Him down from above. The office of faith is not to seek an
absent, but to recognise a present Lord. And what a mighty difference
there is between these two things! Unbelief seeks an absent, faith
recognises a present Lord. Recognition is faith's special office, and the
Saviour whom we preach is not far distant and inaccessible in yonder
heaven, but near, and not only near, but the nearest of all near beings;
the nearest thing to you on earth or in heaven. We preach a present
Christ. Let faith simply recognise Him as such, and all is well. And just
as faith recognises this present Christ, instead of going in quest of Him
as if He were absent, unbelief blinds the eye to Him. It cannot, indeed,
thrust Him away; that is impossible. It cannot, with all its efforts, make
Him the absent One; it cannot empty Him of blessings, but it refuses to
recognise Him. It knows Him not, it treats Him as the distant One, in
order thereby to be furnished with a ground for self-righteous efforts in
seeking Him. It treats Him as an unloving One, as One hiding Himself,
One reluctant to appear, and thus it puts away that blessing which is at
hand, in all its fulness. It keeps us in sorrow and in darkness; it prevents
communication between us and the Lord. For. let us remember. that
earnestness is not faith. There is an earnestness which is pure unbelief;
and this earnestness of unbelief shews itself by going in quest of an
absent Saviour, while the earnestness of faith shews itself in recognising
a present One. Yes, Christ is at our side, though unseen and unknown.
When He works in us, effectually drawing the soul to Himself, He
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cannot be hid;bdt for'a time He may. A man does not always recognise
Him at first, even when He is really working in him and drawing him to
Himself. Many things hide Him, and yet He carries on His work though
hid.

He has hidden ways of leading the sinner to the Father. It is, perhaps,
sometimes a long way; there are many windings in it, and it seems when
we look at it, as if there was nothing but common events, common
providences, common mercies, common trials, and yet it was Jesus in
each one, Jesus Himself, though we knew Him not. We saw the
process, though we did not realise what it meant. We knew not that
Jesus was in it, that He was in each of these events, in each of these
providences, in each case of these mercies, in each of these trials. There
is a danger in not giving Christ credit for His own work, but in taking
the credit to ourselves for it, or giving the credit to chance, or to the
common course of events. How blessed does the discovery come, when
at length we find that it was really He who was working, though we long
refused to believe Him, and that what we imagined to be just natural
feeling, natural sentiment, was, after all, Jesus Himself carrying on His
work in us.

He has hidden ways of giving peace to the troubled. The wounded
spirit looks around for rest, and for healing, yet it comes not. It expects
something outward, something visible, something striking, as Naaman
did, and it is disappointed when there is nothing of this kind. It refuses
to take peace in a way so simple; it refuses to taste and recognise the
gift, because it is not presented to it in some striking way; till, at last, the
soul is led to ask, "What if, after all, I am putting away a present
blessing, and refusing to recognise a present Christ? What if all these
gleams of peace which I am putting away from me be real? What if it be
the light of His countenance which I am refusing to receive?" Thus, the
soul begins to learn that it is really so, and that it has been Jesus all
along, and yet we knew Him not.

Again, He has hidden ways of comforting and gladdening the spirit
of the afflicted. Trials oft times come strangely, very strangely, and we
do not see Jesus in them. They are not the kind of trials we looked for,
nor such as we should have thought best for us, and so we refuse to be
comforted. But, perhaps, at some unexpected turn of the way we make
the blessed discovery that it was really Jesus, and none but He. How
much do we lose of consolation by failing to recognise Christ in each,
even the commonest, even the unlikeliest, even the most untoward and
adverse events that befall us. He is seeking to purify us. Each event, be
it dark or l ight, be it sunshine or shadow, each event is tending to this.
All is full of meaning, full of rich, deep meaning, though we know it
not. We find, in spite of ourselves, a process moving onward, moving
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unaccountably, perhaps imperceptibly, on; and though, for a time, we
discern it not fully, yet at length it unfolds itself in all its blessedness,
and we see that the Lord was in it all, purifying us as silver. These
changes that were taking place in us were not natural changes, the result
of natural causes, but wrought by His own Almighty hand, though not
in the way that we expected.

Let us learn, then, to recognise a present Lord! This is faith's especial
office. When we begin, because of felt guilt, or of conscious evil and
unworthiness, to seek an absent or a distant Saviour, we are giving way
to unbelief in one of its worst forms. And never shall we return to our
quiet rest again until we have learned the sin of going in quest of an
absent Lord, instead of doing what He desires we should at all times do,
recognise a present One.

Jottings from a pilgrim's notebook.
Luke 8:4-15. A lesson on reading without proJit.

Here the Lord Jesus reveals to me why tire word which I read is so
soon forgotten, and is without profit. We are told that some seed fell by
the wayside; or literally on the path through the field, which was
trampled hard by many passers by. It only lay on the surface, and was
swiftly carried away by the birds. It was not allowed to germinate, but
was completely lost; like so much of my reading. All too often my mind
is a highway for all kinds of thoughts: plans for the day, things crying
out for attention, letters, forgotten duties, things I want to do etc. So
long as any of these things are allowed to occupy my mind at all; my
mind is a highway, and the words I read simply lie on the surface of it,
waiting to be snatched away by Satan, Let me learn when I sit down to
read, to first have my mind cleansed and prepared by the Holy Spirit;
then as I give my whole attention to God, and am prepared to wait in
His presence, He will enable me to understand what He is saying to me.
He will plant it in my memory, and cause it to germinate; but I must
water it with prayer, so that it will take root. Then I must seek His help
to put what I have read into practice, and not allow it to be choked by
the things of the world.
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God's Law for Man's Life
P. A. COOPER (euorn, Leics.)

i{$-.Yor"s brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with
GOD" Ex. 19:17.
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In the third month_of the exodus, the people of God (His redeemed
ones) reached the wilderness of Sinai. Thii rendezvour *u, ii*Jlv tn.
loRD (Ex. 3: l2). Moses was to read the peopre, foilowing tne ciouo, tothis place in the desert to meet the LordGod.

It was a vast wilderness, wild and tremendous with an ampitheatre
reached by two valleys wh_ich converged and .onfront.j--Uv unenormous perpendicular cliff. Here there was room for the whole
assembly to camp before the Mount. After all the glamour o1 egyp,with its idols and man made attractions they were brought to the silence
and awesomeness of the desert to be alone before doo. rn, intense
loneliness and desolation of the area would make their approactrio ttris
sacred meeting place full of meaning. Away from man,'thej were tomeet the God who had brought them up oui of Egypt. 4... ih.y*.."
brought to receive the unparalleled reveiation which'was to be given tothem. The whole setting was full of solemnity. There ,.r. tt,u,io.iing,
and lightenings and a thick cloud covering the mount and the voice of
the trumpet which was "exceeding loud".1il the peopre t..rnur.J, unono wonder. The mountain itself trembled and shook'and the uoice orthe trumpet sounded long and waxed louder and rouder. trlor.s ,ptk.
and God answered him by a voice! what majesty! God rpor,.. iifrr.tparts of Holy writ were uttered by prophets or angels, heie the words
which we know as the ten commandments, were uttered by God
Himself. God in His own person spoke the words which still ring round
the world. we must heed His words which He Himself t ar rpof.n.-atl
our welfare is locked up in obedience to His cornmands.

It was a tremendous event and the battalions of omnipotence were in
attendance. Spurgeon suggested that it was prophetical, a kind of
rerearsal for Judgment Day. If the giving of the Law *u, io awesome,
what will it be when God sets up the finaf Assizes and all tt . i".i.i, or
men are made known and judged. Let us never forget our God is great
and holy and there is no prace for flippancy before Him. when"Cod
issued His edict, His power and majesty werqevident even though it was
but-the skirts of His power the peopie saw. you will obserrl in the
reading of chapter l9 that God through Moses spoke to the people. He
recalled the past, their redemption, then He tells the pu.por. orir. Vo,

t
I
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are to be My peculiar people. If you obey My Voice, keep the covenant
you will be My people. You will be a Kingdom of priests and a holy
nat ion.

Israel was called into being, redeemed by the Lord to be His peculiar
people and to set Him forth to the nations of the world. This was to be
their only business...to set God forth among the nations of the world. It
was not an option... it was the purpose of their redemption, they were to
serve Him. All the redeemed of the Lord are meant to serve Him in
holiness and righteousness before Him. Peter puts it like this, "But as
He which hath called you is holy so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation." I Peter l:15. You see, the Cod whom we worship is a
God of Majesty.

The natural scene was majestic and it set forth the Majesty of God.
All the attendant features at this rendezvous spoke of His Majesty.

The scene was one unknown to men before and the whole area vibrated
with the majesty of the l iving God. Our God is Majestic. Alas, we make
Him too small.

He is above all and majestic in all His ways. There is too much easy
and casual thinking about the God with whom we have to do. Let us
never forget His Majesty.

He is also a God of Mystery.
What is He like? Who has ever seen Him?
God cannot be seen. He is an Almighty Spirit. He cannot be looked

upon. There was at Sinai no outward form for men to see, no figure for
their eyes to observe. Men have always found this hard to understand
and so have made idols and graven images. Hence we find the golden

calf and in our day the crucifix that men press to their lips. God cannot
be seen nor is He to be represented by any image or form.

Moses brought the people to meet God, but they saw no likeliness!
We worship what the human eye cannot see. God can only be seen in
our Lord Jesus. This is a wonderful truth. The majesty of the
wilderness, the sound of the trumpet were Heaven's Audio proclaiming
Him, Who cannot be seen. Yes our God is a God of Mystery.

Again He is a God of Holiness.
Bounds were set around the mountain and the border of it. Any man

or beast who touched it was to be stoned or shot through. The people

were commanded to sanctify themselves and refrain from the common
pleasures of family life in order to hear God's voice. For three days they
anticipated the meeting with God and sanctified themselves. Yes our
God is Holy and we do well to remember this at all times.

Now consider what that thrice blessed God said.
The ten commandments are His commands for His people and it will

help us to recall what the Lord Jesus said about "the great



The Gospel Magaline t7 l

*

commandment in the law". He said it was to,,love the Lord vour God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all you. ,nind." so
the secret of keeping the law, is love to God. This is the first and ereat
commandment. If we love Him we keep His Law. If we really lovebod
we brook no rival. He is first in our souls affection and to His
command we bow first of all. Beloved it is a total affair. we love Him
and have no idols. He must come first.

If we love Him we will not think of Him in unworthy ways, by
inadequate ritual. If we love Him we will not ,r. His Name
thoughtlessly or irreverently. If we love Him we will not misuse His
Day.

Love for the Lord then covers our keeping of the first section of these
God spoken words and as Jesus said, ,,Love to our neighbour" wil l
cover the others. If I love my neighbour I will respect him and what is
his and not covet that which belongs to him.

Yes, the Colden Rule is Love, Love to God and all men.
Love to the Unseen God who has redeemed us and love to others.

Love must be our token.
No words can set forth the height, the breadth and depth of these

Laws of Cod.
We can just remind ourselves of what they mean.
The HEIGHT of them is seen in that we are given our duty towards

God. That ever comes first. He is supreme and there must be no
competitor. No idols. He is spiritual and cannot and must not be
thought of in material form. He is sacred and His Name and His Day
and all it means must be revered. The BREADTH of themis seen in
this. The commandments concern others, and our behaviour towards
them.

First says God we must honour our parents. Honour and authority
begins at home. Now this command was given to adults and not to
children. As long as they are with us we must honour our parents. How
wise is cod. Love and honour and respect begins at home and where the
homes display this law then the nation is set for blessing. witness today.
There is so much trouble and some of it is because we have forsotten
this command. Then in Exodus 20 God says four things are p.ecious to
a man and these must be preserved.

His l ife v. 13, His wife v. 14, His property v. 15, His reputation v. 16.
The Breadth of these commandments are immense. The words God

spoke affect every part of our life. It affects the things we do. we must
not do what is wrong. No murder, no stealing (in any form) No adultery
(marriage is sacred). It affects our talking. We must not say what is
ylong. To pass.on gossip is breaking this law. It affects our thinking.
We must not think what is wrons.

I



t72 The Gospel Magazine

This is at the beginning of all sorrow, when we think wrong. If we
think wrong, we soon shall do wrong.

How Holy is our Cod and how holy His Law.
Now we dare not approach our God except we have a Mediator. We

have a Mediator in the Person of God's Beloved Son, He is the one
Mediator between God and men.

We are not called to the mount of Sinai where the holy law was
announced in majesty and tempest. No wonder it struck terror in the
hearts of the people then. Even Moses said that he did "exceedingly fear
and quake."

No, we are come in the mercy of God to another Mount, to Mount
Zion. Zions City is the City of God. Its foundations are righteousness,
its walls Peace, its gates Praise. Through our Lord Jesus we come to this
assembly. In Hebrews 12 it is decribed as the "general assembly and
church of the firstborn". In attendance are an innumerable company of
angels and the spirits of just men made perfect and God the judge of all
and to Jesus and His blood.

All born of God are written in the Lamb's book of life and are part of
that elect assembly. Nothing can divide us or separate us from that vast
host who have been redeemed. All are one in Him Who is our Saviour
and by virtue of His blood we are brought nigh.

Coming to God then means although He is holy and full of majesty
He does forgive the penitent sinner and cancels out all sin because of the
sacrifice of His Son and we come, not under the wrath of Sinai, but the
mercy of Calvary.

Another wonder of it all is this. When Jesus lives in our hearts, by
His Spirit He writes the laws of God upon our hearts and we delight to
keep them.

Have you come to Sinai or to Calvary? Are you a member of that
select company who are redeemed and do you ever catch a vision of the
City of God or ever hear the music of Heaven as they sing "Worthy is
the Lamb that was slain, Blessing and honour, glory and power be unto
Him that sitteth upon the Throne and unto the Lamb forever", Well
might Sinai's Mount alarm you, but at Calvary's mount there is
forgiveness and He who spoke those tremendous words to His ancient
people did so that He might lead them to seek mercy, and all who seek
mercy of Him find it.
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Heaven
W. J .  PARKER

(Two addresses on the Bibricar conception of the hereafter.)

I. Ceneral Bible Teaching about the fact of Heaven.
colossians l. 3-5. "we give thanks to the God and Father of our

Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we t.u.J oivou. fuitt
in Christ Jesus and of your love for uil th. saints; because oi th. hop.
which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard beforeln the
word of the truth of the gosper, which has come to you, as it has arso in
all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is atso am"", ,o, , i"."
the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth.,,
. The epistles in general were written to buird up the infant church in

the truth.of the gosper, and to clarify numbers of points where- tarse
teaching had been given. In this text paur gives u'. l.ui ttrree-point
outl ine of what a true christian is. He has a true faith in the risen Lord
Jesus as his Saviour; he has a sincere love of all the saints wittr whom tre
is.in fellowship; and a hope which concerns the heavenly tingJom of
Chr is t .

i. Definit ion of the word Heaven.
The word Heaven in the Bible is used in three different senses,

reflecting the usage of New Testament times. Heaven is used to mean
the atmosphere round the earth, the habitat of the birds and of the
clouds giving us the refreshing rain. Sometimes also heaven is used to
mean the whole universe, the sun, moon and stars, the galaxies, and allcreated matter that is, or may yet be, discovered by ihe ."q,i i i i . i  or
men. The third use of the word heaven is reflected 

-by 
paur ln z bor.

12.2-4, "I knew a man in Christ who fourteen years ago _ whether inthe body I do not know, or whether out of the uodv r o6 not t"o*,^boa
knows, such a one was caught up to the third heaven. And I know such a
man... how he was caught up into paradise and heard in""pr.rrlUt.
words' which it is not lawfur for a man to utter." In such woids paul
describes the 'revelation' of the truths of the gosper given to him in
visions after his conversion to Christ. His was a very similar experience
to that of the martyr Stephen, whose death he had witnessea u.ro.. rri,
conversion. In Acts 7. s5-56 we read "he, being fuil of the Hory Spirit,gazed into heaven and saw the glory of cod, a-nd Jerus stanaing ai ttre
right hand of God, and said, 'Look! I see the heavens opened InJ tn.
Son of Man standing at the right hand of Cod!"'

. From these examples we understand that Heaven is used to describe
the very presence of Cod.

;
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ii. Let us now look at the progressive Bible teaching on this matter.
The Bible is a very wonderful book, because it is God's revelation of
truth to man lost in a maze of ignorance and doubt. It begins at points
man can understand and adds to his knowledge point by point, never
contradicting itself, but leading on towards a full beatific vision which
will only be fully comprehended when we see Him face to face.

In Psalm 46.4, "There is a river whose streams shall make glad the
city of God, The holy place of the tabernacle of the Most High." In Isa.
57.15 we read, "For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits
eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, With
him who has a contrite and humble spirit." And from Isa 63. | 5, "Look

down from heaven, and behold from the habitation of thy holiness and
of thy glory".

From those verses we take the foundation fact that God dwells in
heaven. It is a place'where the things of t ime meet with the things of
eternity. It is the scene of the majesty, the holiness and the glory of God.
This is the vision of the Old Testament. Heaven transcends earth. It is
wonderful and awe-inspiring.

Without losing this sense of awe, the Lord Jesus Christ came and
spoke of heaven in a more familiar way. In John 14.2-3 He said, "In my

Father's house are many mansions...I go to prepare a place for
you...that where I am there you may be also." Heaven then is a homely
place, and we shall one day be privileged to go there' Jesus going there

to prepare for us covers more than we can conceive. Doubtless it covers

His death on the cross, His bodily resurrection, His glorious ascension,
and His coronation in glory and honour. When the time is ripe, He wil l

also come again and take those of us sti l l  on earth to be with Him in

heaven for ever.

We move on to the instruction of Paul. In our text he says our hope is

laid up for us in heaven. In v.l2 he adds that the Father "has qualif ied

us to to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the l ight." This
qualification he adds is that we have been redeemed by the precious

blood of Christ. Christ as Saviour is everything to us- His redemption

enables us to be fit to dwell in the l ight of God's holiness, our sins all

forgiven for His name's sake. Then he adds in v.13, "He has delivered

us from the power of darkness and translated us into the kingdom of

the Son of His love." Heaven then is equated with the Kingdom of

Chr is t .
' In2Tim. 4.8, Paul adds "Finally there is laid up for me the crown of

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on

that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His

appearing." So heaven is a place of rewards, as Christ also taught in his
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parables. It will be ushered in by the Day of Judgment, when those who
love Him will enter upon the eternal inheritanci or riis kingdom.

Now we turn to Peter's inspired utterance in I pet. t. :_i. Cod, tre
says, "has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus christ from the dead, to an inheritan.*. in.o..rptible-ano
undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who
are kept by the power. of cod through faith for sarvation ..uoy io u.
revealed in the last t ime." peter here tells us something about our
inheritance. Nothing decays in heaven, nothing is allowed"to oeii ie tne
inheritance, and it is unending. This is in great contrast to earthry
hopes. what is more for our present comfort, ihe inheritance is not only
prepared, but also reserved, in heaven. No one can take it away, or
prevent us from receiving it at the appointed time. This dependi not
upon ourselves, but upon the atmighty power of God, who has
promised not only to reserve the inheritance, but also to keep us in the
way of receiving it through faith in the Saviour. Then peter adds in his
second letter, 2 Pet. 3.13, "we look for new heavens and a new earth in
which righteousness dwells. ',

Here Peter, by the use of the plural heavens , underrines the fact that
God's ult imate purpose is the renewal of the earth and the universe,
indeed all areas into which the effects of sin have spread, as well as
bringing the church into the cit izenship of the third heaven which is His
eternal  dwel l ing p lace.

Turning finally to John's description of heaven in the Revelation, we
read in chapter 21 , 

"r saw a new heaven and a new earth". He is here
describing the eternal state when the tabernacle of cod will be with
men. He goes on, "I saw the hoty city, New Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned ior her
husband". ln v.27 he describes the inhabitants of the New Jerusalem as"those who are written in the Lamb's Book of Life,'. The writer of
Hebrews, (c. 12.22), shows us a similar scene but written from our
present point of view before the close of this age. when we come to
Christ, he says, we come into the fellowship of i ion,.to the city of the
living Cod, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of
angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are
registered in heaven, to cod the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men
made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant."

How wonderful that through Him we are "all one in christ Jesus".

Let saints on earth in concert sine
With those whose work is doni

For all the servants of our King
In Heaven and earth are one.
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One family, we dwell in Him,
One Church, above, beneath;

Though now divided by the stream,
The narrow stream of death.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MacKENZIE

MEMENTOS
;

When you go for a trip to a new place, do you ever bring home a little
memento of that town - perhaps a jug, or a postcard, or an ornament?

Our three girls have built up quite an interesting collection of
mementos over the last few years. Catherine collects thimbles,
Marianne silver teaspoons and Wilma tiny plates. Each item is different
and each has a little story to tell. One is a present from Granma; one
reminds us of a trip to the Isle of Skye; another was brought back by
Daddy from a business trip.

The collections are prominently placed in the sitting room. They are
often looked at and played with, rearranged and cleaned. They are not
hidden at the back of a cupboard and forgotten.

The Bible speaks about a young girl who likes ornaments too - and
uses that picture to teach us a useful lesson.

"Can a maid forget her ornaments....yet my people have forgotten
me days without number". (Jer.2.32.)

How often to our shame we forget God our Creator. Young folk are
especially told to 'remember now your Creator in the days of your
youth'. (Eccles. 12.1), but young and old are all guilty of forgetting
'God their Saviour' (Ps. 106.21).

Does God and his word ever enter your thoughts? Can you say "My

meditation of him shall be sweet". (Psalm 104.34).
We may be very busy with our work or studies or other lawful

activities. "If I had more time" you may say, "then I would think more
about God." But we should not forget God even in our daily work. 'In

all your ways acknowiedge Him and He shall direct your paths' Prov.
3 .6 .

When you have a problem, what is your first thought? Is it "I can
work this out by myself" or is it "I must ask a grown-up to help me"?

E
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blessed to give than to (Acts 20.35)
)

J .

4.

5 .

6. Bless the Lord, Oh my soul, and forget not all his
(Psalm 103.2)

7. They forgot God their Saviour which had done great things in
(Ps.  106.21)

8. Of the that begot thee thou art unmindful. and

171

Or is it "I must tell Jesus about this problem. He is able to help"? In
our-difficulties we ought not to forget the Lord, who understands every
problem. He was a man of sorrows and aquainted with grief. what a
blessing that we can take every thing to God in prayer.

So often we forget to thank God for his goodness to us. once Jesus
met ten men who had a horrid disease called Leprosy. They all shouted
to Jesus "Master, have mercy on us." Jesus gave them the instruction to
go and show themselves to the priest. The priest had to certify that a
leper was cured before he could go back to his family and friends. All
ten men were healed completely by Jesus. only one man turned back
praising God. He fell down at Jesus' feet to thank Him for making him
better. The other nine men forgot to thank him.

Let us not forget to thank the Lord for all his kindness to us, and
especially for his most precious gift - His only begotten Son. who ever
believes in Him will not perish but have everlasting life.

,we are so guilty of forgetting the Lord, but the Lord promises those
1vh9 trust in Him "yet will I not forget thee" (Isa. +i.tS1.In Isaiah
43.25 God tells us that He is the one that blots out our sins. for his own
sake and will not remember our sins.

PUZZLE
Find the missing words from the following verses. If your answers are
correct the initial letters will spell out a word linked to the story.

l. Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said. it is more

Be not forgetful to
Can a

strangers. (Heb. 13.2)
forget her ornaments. (Jer.2.32)

Take, _=-: this is my body which is broken for you:
this do in remembrance of me. (1Cor.11.24) 

,:
I will remember their sin no _---. (Jer. 31.34)

hast forgotten God that formed thee. (Deut. 32.1g)
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A Fine Flowering
W. J. PARKER ]

Stuart Piggin and John Roxborough, respectively Senior Lecturer in
History at the University of Wollongong, Australia, and Church
History teacher at Seminari Theoloji Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, have
together produced this fine record of the beginnings of the great revival
of missionary interest and endeavour in St Andrews University, in the
1820's, entitled "The St. Andrews Seven."

The St. Andrews Seven were Dr Thomas Chalmers, the Professor of
Moral Philosophy at St Andrews, and six of his students, Alexander
Duff, John Urquhart, John Adam, Robert Nesbit, William Sinclair
Mackay, and David Ewart. The background influences were the great
Swiss divines Robert Haldane, John Pye Smith, Merle D'Aubign6,
C6sar Malan. Chalmers himself was said to be a great exponent of the
"one per cent inspiration and ninety-nine per cent perspiration theory"
for the pursuit of excellence in the ministry.

The story gives us penetrating insights into the characters of the great
Scottish pioneers of missionary work in the early and mid nineteenth
century. With this goes a warm picture of the fellowship of the St
Andrews Missionary Association then founded, and the emotions
involved in a missionary call. It is for these things that the book
becomes very worthwhile for the present time.

The eventual careers of five of the men in India are sketched, but the
meat of the work is found in their student lives. Urquhart seems to have
been the leading character. Dr Morrison, the pioneer, home from China
for a year, gave Urquhart a copy of his Chinese Miscellany, and lent
him his valuable Chinese dictionary. Back in St Andrews "while most
of their fellow students plotted rebellion in their bunks or public houses
(aided by liquor), or tied themselves in metaphysical knots in the
Theological Society, Adam and Urquhart were engaged in a more sober
enterprise". They spent 7 p.m.to 9 p.m. every evening investigating
everything relating to mission in the whole Scriptures, and in missionary
record. They were determined to succeed. They had contact with the
London Missionary Society and others, but they found also great
opposition all around. "Urquhart had discovered so many instances of
apostacy among missionaries that he had come almost to welcome
opposition." It was fashionable to support Missionary societies, but not
so fashionable to go in person. There were many inducements to see
Britain as the most important part of the field, but the great
commission was to all nations. The question arose with great force,
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why is it that the labourers cluster around in one small part of the
vineyard? The excuses were analysed in the thinking of the seven, and
the answers are the same as for to-day! In our o*n day can we not see
that God has given a visual aid to our flagging missionary zeal by
bringing a section of world population on to ouiown doorsiep?

chalmers' St Andrews was a veritable laboratory for evangelistic
experiments, as every church should be. They carried on door to door
visitation, and open air preaching.

The effect of their calling on the men themselves was an important
part of their message for us. Depression was the same for them as for
us. urquhart, away from college, "fretted for his St Andrews friends.
His emotional dependence on them troubled him." "He was learning
more of the preciousness and sufficiency of the saviour." He wrote to
Adam," I thought I could leave all and live happy in a solitary desen,
for the sake of christ. But I find that much of my happiness *is drawn
from cisterns, and not from the life-giving fountain. I fear I have
mistaken love to christians for love for christ." His every prayer made
him more than ever determined to become a missionary. 

-

Then Urquhart was taken ill by a complaint which brought his life to
an end. He was taken to Glasgow. His friends gathered around him.
Duff and his parents were there. When their friend passed away, Duff
turned to his parents and said: ,,Urquhart is no more. What if your son
should take up his cloak" His mind was made up.

Urquhart's friends conferred on Orme the task of writins
biography, and through this Urquhart continued to speak to
generation. In 1860 W. S. Mackay wrote, ,,One name...rises before us,
fresh and fragrant with the dew of holiness, John Urquhart was a
missionary in purpose, first and before us all...The reiding of his
Memories at Exeter thirty three years ago, first brought before me the
claims of the brethren with painful clearness. That very night I resolved
to be a missionary. It was the turning point of my life".

The most eminent of the six was Duff, At the end of his career it was
said of him, "Dr Duff has been a greater benefactor to India than anv
man I can name."

This book deserves the widest circulation among the younger
generation of students. Oh that God would do it again!

Review of "The St Andrews Seven" by S. piggin and J,
Roxborough. The Banner of Truth Trust, pp. l3O. f2.95.Illustrated.

a
his
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Off guard and taken
by surprise

D. A. DOUDNEY

Editor of The Gospel Magazine 1832-t893

There was the saying of an old divine - that the highwayman waits
the farmer's return from the market with the produce of his grain
before he attempts to rob him; so Satan seeks to molest and to rob the
soul after he has been to the heavenly banquet. When he comes home
rich and full and joyous, then it is Satan that hovers about his path and
seeks to trip him up. Moreover, he is at such seasons thrown off his
guard. The soul has been to Zion's Bank, has had an interview with his
heavenly Banker, has been met with a smile and a cordial shake of the
hand. However tremblingly he might have hesitated as he approached
or hovered about the door, whatever his fears about the state of his
account, reluctant as he may have been to draw and present another
cheque; all his fears are dispelled and the sweetest confidence restored,
by the promptitude, the cordiality and the evident interest of his
Banker.

"Sometimes his Banker, smiling, says,
'Why don't you oftener come?

And when you draw a l i t t le  b i l l ,
Why not a larger sum?

Why live so niggardly and poor?
. Thy bank contains a plenty;

Why come and take a one-pound note,
. When you may have a twenty?"'

Hence it is no wonder that the recipient of such kindness and
condescension is too much engrossed with it to be thinking of danger on
his way home. His thoughts are occupied about his kind and generous
Friend, and not about an enemy. When, therefore, that enemy steps
forth and stops him on his way, he is taken by surprise; he is found off
his guard; he has taken litt le or no precaution and the more easily falls a
prey. Moreover, it was not his poverty, but what he had in possession,
that presented a bait for the foe. So that, in a spiritual sense, even in this
respect, the tried soul has reason to take up the language of the apostle
James, "My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations"; f irst, because it evidences the genuineness of the work.
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inasmuch as Satan is on the arert and ringering about to snatch away theprecious jewel. It is not about a coiner\ celLr that a trriei r,oueri; tt",e
base metal is of no use to him; but it is near the bank, or at the money-
changer's window, you wil l f ind him loitering. Secondly, the tempted
have ground for rejoicing, because the issue is certain. The whole
matter is in the Lord's hands. He has the management. As the Heavenly
Refiner, He wil l watch with utmost care and unwearied attention the
fiery-process, regulating the heatr,vith the greatest possible nicety. Not
the thousandth part of a grain of the precious metal shail be rost; not
the vestige of injury shall i t receive; but it shall come forth rrom ttre testpurif ied to the last degree. The hotter the fire, the more thorough thepurif ication .

INTENSITY OF DIVINE LOVE
If-simply looking to and hoping in the Lord, you have no idea how

much He loves you. you have.no adequate conception of His deep,
deep interest . He cannot part with yo, io, He has ioo much at stake.
Much allowance must be made for natural temperament and
disposition. If you soar high at certain seasons wonder not at an
occasional visit down even to the deepest depths, though you.un n.u.,
dive below 'the underneath'. Do you catch our meaningi ,Underneath
are theeverlasting arms.' Ah, that blessed, marvellous iunderneath., 

It
is wonderful, wonderfur! where would some of us be at this moment
but for the 'underneath' - promise and the 'underneath-' p.opi wh...
but for that wonderfully counteracting power, that gracious covenant
pledge, "when the enemy cometh in [[e a flood, the Spirit of the Lord
shall l i ft up a standard against him!" Blessed ue cbo, pooi-t. ieo,
tempted one, for your knowledge of that f lood work. Mark the figure
.- a.. flood, driving onward; sweeping before it every impeaim-ent:
levell ing banks and hedges, and waymarks and finger_posts; not an'Ebenezer' left - not a single evidence reft - not a particle of hope
apparently left; but a total blank - a thorough wreck - a wide-spread
destruction. what, but for the 'everrasting 

aims' then? what, but for
the ' l i ft ing up of the standard' now? oh, i,hut .e..y - what kindness- what grace of the God of ail grace! His dear chird, then - v.u ui tt.
very moment' though unseen, unfelt, utterry unconscious of the fact -
folded to His bosom in an embrace which it *e.. as utterry impossibre
1o unloose as to pluck the sun from his meridian grory. 'Bouna up rn ttre
bundle of life,' is every such an one, ,with the Lord his God.,

A CASE IN POINT

. Tlit forcibly brings to remembrance the case of one we knew. There
had been an intense wrestling at the throne upon a matter that lay near
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his heart. It was one of those trials in which there could be no enlisting
of human sympathies. It was a bosom-trial - a heart-trial. It was just

that kind of thing which, however trivial in the eyes of others, the Lord
would have to be a trial. It was to be that peculiar something of which
He would have the management. Its very littleness was to help in no
small degree to constitute its greotness. The very nature of the trial was
such as would subject you to ridicule, if mentioned, and hence it must
be 'borne alone' - it must be embedded in one's own soul - it must be
left to entwine itself round and about the very core of one's own heart.
No dislodginc it - no disclosing it - no dividing it with another. No,
no, a silent, secret, sacred, heart-trial; not large in its dimensions, but
gnawing worm-like at the very root of one's faith and hope and
comfort. Well, there came a crisis, as with all tr ials there must come,
sooner or later. A step must be taken; it was taken, but not that which
faith would take but which fear and unbelief would suggest. From that
moment it seemed as though one's hope had 'perished from the Lord.'
The devil came in with, 'Where is thy God now?' It was the depths -

the depths indeed, not a particle of hope apparently. Faith (if there had
been any) had seemed most certainly to have given up the ghost. His
'mercy seemed clean gone for ever' and it was thought He 'would be
favourable no more.' In feeling it was just this - 'And Samuel said
unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou hast reiected the word of
the Lord, and the Lord hath reiected thee.'Oh the agony of soul that
was endured - the intense anguish of spirit - the seemingly utter
hopelessness of the case. Dark, black, gloomy despair, appeared to have
taken possession of the soul. When thus all but overwhelmed - when
deep was calling unto deep - and all His waves and His billows were
going over one, and the soul felt sinking to rise no more, a l itt le sleep
was granted; and that few minutes' repose to the over-wrought mind
afforded a measure of relief. But the full deliverance was reserved by
the Lord Himself, to be administered by His own most gracious, tender'
loving hand; and oh, what a deliverance it was! Had the trial been a
secret, silent, sacred one? Aye, and so should the succour be equally
so... 'The heart knoweth its own bitterness, and a stranger doth not
intermeddle with his joy.' No, both the one and the other shall be
special. If Jonah declares, 'Out of the belly of hell cried I, '  i t shall be his
privilege to add, 'and Thou heardest my voice.' 'Thou hadst' he says,
'cast me into the deep (Thou hadst done it) in the midst of the seas; and
the floods compassed me about; all Thy bil lows and Thy waves passed

over me.'Then (when? ah, when?) then he could cry even in these

circumstances; the depths neither drowned him, nor stif led his cries -

and earnest cries, heart-cries they were; blessed cries, these depth-cries'
sweetest music in the ears of the Lord God of Sabaoth. If Jesus were

l

*
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man and not verily God; if He could not attend to two things at once,
He would stop the music of the skies, whilst He lent an attenti-ve ear and
stretched out a helping hand to His poor Jonahs in the depths - Then
I said, I am cast out of Thy sight; yet (oh, that blessed y.i, i t i , one of
faith's words which she uses on special occasions - v.t) I wil l look
again toward Thy holy temple. The waters compassed me about even to
the soul; the depth closecl me round about, t ire weeds were wrapped
about my head. I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth
with her bars was about me for ever; yet hast Thou brought up my life
from corruption. o Lord my cod. wHEN my soul fainied within me
(then how blessed to have fainting seasons, for it clearly implies without
this there would not have been the blessed ..ruit *i, i .h was) I
remembered the Lord; and my prayer came in unto Thee, into Thine
holy temple.'

Beloved, are not the blessings beautifully clustered here? How
sweetly do they come forth, one after another; l ike bright stars they
burst forth amid the darkness of the horizon, to cheer ihe affrishted
passenger on his lonely and weary way.

ADDITIONAL GROUND FOR COMFORT

Mark, moreover, you have to do with Jonah's God; with Him who is'the same yesterday, and today, and for ever.' we see, if we mistake not,
the bright edging to the cloud that causes you so much disquietude, and
we say, most emphatically, with Cowper,

"Dear fearful saint, fresh courage take,
Ihe clouds you so much dread,

Are big with mercy and shall break
In blessings on your head."

'It is well. '  You shall be 'brought forth to the right, and you sharl
behold His righteousness.' There is salvation in the cup - sweetness in
the cup - mercy in the cup. precious lessons your Lord and Saviour is
teaching you; profitable and God-glorifying, however creature-
humbling. The method the Lord is adopting is for the express purpose
of answering the very desires He hath begotten in your heart; 'and, as
He leads you on step by step, you shall trace His own signet to His own
work. Consider that precious passage (l peter 5;10,) 'But the God of all
grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory by christ Jesus, after
that we have suffered awhile, make you perreit, i tuutirtt, strengthen,
settle you.' Do not overlook one fact; it is this, that , in the wo"rld ye
shall have tribulation.' If you had not trial of some kind, you would
lack one striking family feature. ' l f ye are without chastisement,, says
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the Apostle, 'whereof sll are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not
sons.'

Nay, there's a cross for every one, :

And there's a cross for thee.'

Be it, then, your mercy and ours under every trial and affl iction to
say, 'Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth.' So speak by this or that
trial - so sanctify this or that affl ication - that I may 'hear the rod
and Who hath appointed it. '

, 
" l would submit to a// Thy wil l,

Let every anxious thought be sti l l ,
Nor one faint murmur rise."

'Talks with the Troubled.'

The Prophecy of Jonah
KENNETH ASHWORTH (Sandbach, Cheshire)

Chapter I. "Whither shall I go?
Very relevant indeed is this short, well known prophecy to the days in

which we live. Ridiculed by many, regarded merely as a parable or an
allegory by others, it has a vital and timely message to all who accept the
reliability and authority of the Word of God.

From the reference to the prophet in 2 Kings 14 verse 25 we learn that
Jonah exercised his ministry during the reign of Jeroboam Il 793-753
B.C., the first half of the 8th Century. Thus he is the earliest of the 8th
century prophets, the contemporary of Elisha and prior to Hosea and
Amos.

He was of Gath-Hepher in Galilee - a village of Zebulon about three
miles North East of Nazareth, and ten miles inland but facing the sea.
The place was undoubtedly familiar to the Lord Jesus during the years
He spent at Nazareth. He clearly accepted the historicity of Jonah as we
read in St. Matthew 12 verse 39 and 16 verse 4. and also in Luke II verse
29.

We are told in verse I that "The Word of the Lord came to Jonah,
the son of Amittai". The name Jonah means dove or pigeon, and
Amittai signifies truthful. The command was clear. "Go to Nineveh,
that great city and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before
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Me". Nineveh was the capital of Assyria, some 500 miles away. It was
built originally by Asshur (Gen. l0 verse I l) and was 2g0 miles North of
Babylon on the Eastern bank of the river Tigris. It dominated the
history of those centuries until its fall in 612 BC. Renowned for its size
it was really a combination of four towns; it had a population of
600,000, a perimeter of 60 miles and an inner wall 100 felt itigh. It *",
renowned for its wealth, immorality and cruelty. ,,cry against it for
their wickedness is come up before Me". we read howevJr in verse 3
that the prophet refused and set out to flee to Tarshish, probably
Tartessus in Spain, a journey of 2,000 miles from Joppa and in the
OPPOSITE direction to Nineveh. why did Jonah thus 

-disobey 
God?

certainly not from fear. He was no coward as we learn from verse 12.
His action was prompted by his narrow patriotism and exclusiveness.
He knew that Assyria was the oppressor of his people and that it would
be used by God to punish Israel. Why then ;ho;ld he give them an
opportunity to repent and be forgiven? For he knew God i,I know that
Thou art a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and of great
kindness" (Chapter 4 verse 2). Therefore Jonah fled-. Relying oi ttl,
own resources he made his way to Joppa (Modern Jaffai, iport of
Phoenicia and paid his fare on a ship destined for Tartessur. No tong".
could he say as Elijah said of his God "before whom I stand" (I Kings
17 verse I). Yet he should have known that he could not flee fiom the
presence of the Lord. we know from chapter 2 that he was very
familiar with the psalms. Had he then forgotten. psalm 139 verse 2-4
and 8-10? "whither shall I go from Thy spirit? or whither shall I flee
from Thy Presence?" The Lord God omnipotent reigns, we cannot run
away from His Sovereignty. It is interesting to note that Jonah wenr ro
Joppa, the place where Peter had a vision by which God directed him to
go to Cornelius, a Gentile Centurion of Antioch, with the Gospel
Message. (Acts l0 verse II). God, however, intervened with Jonah. His
purpose was not to be thwarted by Jonah's disobedience. verse 4 relates
that "the Lord sent out a great wind".

He hurled a great wind - it is the same word used of Saul hurling ajavelin at David and His target was the ship in which Jonah was a
passenger. A great storm arose and the ship was in danger. It was
recognized by the sailors as supernatural. They were experienced sailors
who had braved many storms but now they weri afraid. These"mariners" or "salts" were religious, superstitious men of different
nationalities. Each cried upon his god in fear, and cast out the wares of
the ship to lighten it.

In the meantime Jonah was fast asleep. In St. Mark 4 verse 3g we
read how the Lord Jesus was asleep in a storm tossed boat on the Sea of
Galilee. Yet how different were the circumstances. He was tired after a
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long days work and He was continuing to obey the Father's Will. The
sleeping runaway was roughly awakened by the Shipmaster with the
words "What do you mean, O sleeper? Arise and call upon your God
that we perish not." The three disciples fell asleep in the Garden of
Gethsemane whilst their Lord agonized in prayer. Jesub said to them
"Could ye not watch with Me one hour?" The reproach levelled at
Jonah by the Shipmaster would be equally well deserved to-day for so
often we are spiritually asleep when we should be praying. What need
there is for watchful, urgent prayer as we look around our nation and
the whole world.

The terrified sailors decided to cast lots to discover who was
responsible for this supernatural calamity. This was a prevailing custom
and there are instances in the Bible where the lot was cast. (e.g. Joshua 7
verse 14; I Samuel 14 verse 41). It was regarded as an appeal
to the Almighty "the lot is cast into the lap, but the disposing
thereof is of the Lord" (Proverbs 16 verse 33) The last use of it recorded
in Scripture was the occasion when Matthias was chosen to replace
Judas Iscariot as an Apostle (Acts I verse 26) Henceforth the method
would be unnecessary because God bestowed the Holy Spirit upon His
Church. "He shall teach you all things" (John 14 verse 26). The lot fell
upon Jonah. (Verse 7).

The sailors now frantically questioned Jonah to find out the reason
why he should be the cause of the storm. They wanted to know his
occupation; where he was going and whither he had come. Of what
people are you? they asked.

Reluctantly Jonah made himself known as a servant of the Lord God
"the God of Heaven, Who made the sea and the dry land". He
confessed that he was a prophet of the Lord - and the men knew that
he was "fleeing from the Lord". They knew this because he told them
and they were all the more afraid. What a feeble confession of faith
Jonah made - confession rendered worthless by his conduct. In Titus I
we read "They profess they know God but in works they deny Him".
How true of Jonah! In their terror the sailors appealed to Jonah "What

shall we do unto you that the sea may be calm to us?" The words of
Caiaphas are brought to mind by the prophet's reply. Caiaphas said "it

is expedient that one man should die for the people and that the whole
nation perish not" (John II verse 50). Now Jonah replied to the pitiful
sailors and suggested that they throw him into the sea. He was willing to
die in order to save the mariners. Thus Jonah is seen as a type of Jesus,
prefiguring His willingness to die for His people.

The men were unwilling to do this. They continued to row in
desperation but it was all to no avail. God was at work. They were
helpless. They cried to Jonah's Lord, pleading with Him to save them
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and not to lay upon them '.innocent blood". They realised that a
mighty God was revealing His power and in contrast their gods were
powerless. It was futile to appeal to them.

So the terror struck sailors picked up Jonah and cast him into the sea"and the sea ceased from her raging". The miraculous hand of God
was at work. This is evident throughout this chapter. The men were still
afraid and offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows to a God they
knew not yet Whose Power they had experienced.

When Jesus rebuked the wind and said unto the sea ,,peace be still"
there followed a great calm. Mark 4.39. So now God acted. He
continued to act for in verse 17 it is recorded that God had prepared a
great fish to swallow up Jonah. In all probability this was a sperm
whale, large enough to swallow Jonah and in the body of which God
would preserve His servant. "Jonah was in the belly of the fish three
days and three nights".

It was to this miracle that the Lord Jesus referred when he was asked
by the scribes and pharisees for a sign "for as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the belly of the whale Qiterally great fish) so shall the son
of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth." Thus
Jonah prefigured the burial and Resurrection ofthe Lord Jesus. It does
not signify that Jonah was 72 hours within the fish - in Jewish
reckoning even part of a day was counted as a whole day. The miracle
was the preservation of Jonah within the fish, not the fish itself. Then
the Lord "spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry
land." God was at work indeed!

Ian Barclay quotes C. S. Lewis "God whispers to us in health and
prosperity, but being hard of hearing we do not hear. Whereupon God
turns up the amplifier by means of suffering. Then His voice booms',.
This is the lesson Jonah had to learn. It is a lesson many of us have to
learn too.

Before passing on to Chapter 2let us just glance back at the truths
enshrined in this chapter. God is sovereign, His power is omnipotent
His purpose is sure and He demands implicit obedience. Only through
obedience can we be God's agents in the furtherance of His purpose. Is
not this prophecy relevent for to-day?

Are we heeding God's Word? Or are we in a storm of life hurled at us
by God to stop us in our purposeless flight? euestions for individual
and Church and Nation.

"Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" (Acts 9 verse 6).
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BOOK REVIEWS

A Vision For Missions, Tom Wells. Banner of Truth, 157 pp, f1.95.
Wells, who we are told, is a preacher and writer in Cincinnati.

ohio, has provided a challenging call to all who serve. or seek to serve.
as missionaries, although his book can be read profitably by all
christians who have at heart the work of the Gospel. The main thrust
of the book is to call for an examination of the basic motive behind
missionary work. Is it, for example, the need of men for the Gospel,
without which they perish? Important as that is, the writer emphasises
that there is a factor even more fundamental. In presenting this, his
book has two theses. First, "God is worthy to be knbwn and
proclaimed for who He is, and that fact is an important part of the
missionary motive and nlessage". Second, ,,those who know the most
about God are the most responsible and best equipped to tell of Him".

The writer proceeds to declare the confidence. assurance and
encouragement experienced by the Christian worker who thoroughly
grasps the truth of God's sovereignty, wisdom, righteousness,
graciousness and faithfulness. He says that the only satisfactory answer
to the worker's question, "Why am I doing this or that?,' is God. ,,The
first thing that strikes us is the fact that God commands missions. And
that is sufficient reason for being involved. Yet we may go further, and
add to the command a fuller knowledge of the God who sends us. That
will make our work meaningful when success escapes us". He further
says: "Yes, men are needy. And, yes they will perish without Christ. Let
us never forget these truths. But our danger lies in another direction. It
lies in forgetting God in our zeal for men". He illustrates his theses
from the experiences of Brainerd, Carey and Martyn. Every candidate
for the mission-field and every prospective Christian worker - yes, and
even those who have been in the Master's Service for many years -
should read and ponder this little volume. :

H .J .W.L .

Expository Thoughts on Mark. J. C. Ryte. 370pp. f2.95. Banner #
Truth Trust.

This is a book which has stood the test of time. First published in
1857 when Ryle was rector of Helmingham, Suffolk it has proved a
means of blessing to succeeding generations.

Expository Thoughts on Mark is not in the strict sense a commentary
but provides clear, plain and practical comments on the whole of this
Gospel. Ryle in his preface to the first edition says "I have endeavoured
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to produce someihing which may be useful to heads of families in theconduct of famiiv Drayers - something which -uy urrirt-iiior.'*t,ovisit the poor und desire to read to them-- and something which mayaid all readers of the Bible-in the private study of God;; fu;;l;;'The reviewer owes much undei God to tri" *.itG, of 
'thls'g.eat

Protestant stalwart and is glad to commend this furthe?r.p.ini"ri,ou.readers.

M.H.
Christmas Evans. B. A. Ramsbgtt_orn. pp. 119 f1.E0 incl. postage.Bunyan Press. Obtaina!f_!9q: J. J. Rainer, 69 Langham Gardens,Grange Park, London N2l lDL.
- This is both an attractive and well written book by the editor of theGospel Standard. The writer has visited the sites of christmas Evans,life and ministry and telrs the story in " e'pping fashion. The book hasa number of black and white sketihes *tricn aao to the generaiin,"i"r,.

we read the book on a rec_ent horiday ana louna it a p.oTitaute;;;;i..
^ Fot.roTg fifty years Christmas 

-Euan, 
*u, .nubl.d to p..u.t, tt"Gospel w-ifh a zeal, ability and power unsurpassed in ttris aav.-rrreburden of his prayer was ,let not my Ouy U"longer than my usefulness,.Christmas Evans had an -unusual siyle of preaching'unJ U..u_"known.as the Bunyan of wares. we inciude in ihis issue"o t tiicirp"tMagazine his famous ,Graveyard Sermon'.

M.H.
children's choice: christian stories for Today. carine Mackenzie.pp. 64. Christian Focus publications, Fearn, Tain, Ross_shil. 

-

This book contains an interesting biend of stories'for vou"gst..s. rnewriter draws from everyday euents, historicar ctraracteis l"J-iliur.gtgries to guide the reader through some aspects of the christian life.The articles in children's choiie traue ati appeared in the GospetMagozine.
we are indeed much indebted to Mrs. MacKenize for her veryworthwhile articles for younger Readers - a regular feature of ourmagazine.

... We warmly commend this book with its attractive cover andillustrations and trust it will have a large circulation.
M . H .

lh._ftg Margarets: A struggle for Christian Freedom. CarineMacKenzie. pp. 48. Christian Focus publications, Fearn, T;in, il;ss_shire.
Here is another worthwhile book for children dealing with aneglected aspect of our protestant heritage.
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This year is the 300th anniversary of the death of Margaret Wilson
and Margaret Mclaughlin. The drowning of these two brave women in
the Solway was one of the most barbarous acts of the 'Killing Times' in
Scotland.

The writer asks and answers the question "why were the teenager and
the old lady tied to stakes and drowned in the Solway Firth?"

The large type and illustrations together with a picture of the
Martyrs' Memorial in Wigtown combine to make this an attractive
book. M.H.
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