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Editorial
Thousands today have everything they could ask for and yet are still

dissatisfied. We are reminded of God's complaint "My people have
committed two evils; they have forsaken Me the fountain of living
waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no
water" (Jeremiah 2: 13).

Jeremiah lived in difficult days; in many ways not unlike our own.
It was an age of declension in the moral and spiritual life of the
nation. He grappled with the problems of man's sin and misery and
pointed to the only satisfactory remedy - a return to God. They had
been the recipients of untold blessings but they had become forgetful
of the Giver and had largely forsaken Him. They found excuses and
explanations and sought to justify themselves. Jeremiah, with true
prophetic insight, saw that the religious life around him was hollow
and unreal and that the nation was drifting to disaster.

"Broken cisterns that can hold no water". What an arresting figure
this is! It speaks of the fragmentary satisfaction which all earthly
things give; they are temporary as well as partial.

The Lord Jesus Christ speaking to the woman at the well of
Samaria said "He that drinketh of this water shall thirst again". In
time of trouble man-made cisterns will not be able to save those who
have constructed them. Over against the uncertainty of earthly things
notice Christ's great word of assurance: "Whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall never thirst". On another occasion He
said "if any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink" (John 7:37).
The Bible closes with a far reaching promise. "Let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely"
(Rev. 22:17).

The Prodigal's attempt to find satisfaction in the broken cisterns of
the world turned out to be a tragic failure. In his hour of bitter
disillusionment he thought of the home he had so arrogantly forsaken
and resolved to return. Earthlyjoys even at their best are transient; we
have such a frail hold upon them. Man-made cisterns fail, but the
fountain of God's love never fails.

"Fading is the world's vain pleasure
All its boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasure
None but Zion's children know".

t45
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Saints in strange places
A sermon preached in Trinity Church, Buxton

"All the suints salute you, chiefly they that are of Caesar's
household." Philippians 4,22.

C)ur text introduces us to the subject of saints in strange places,
because when the Apostle Paul wrote these words Rome's civil isation
was characterised by heartless cruelty, by indescribable corruption; it
was a veritable cesspool of iniquity; the horror and the degradation of
those days have rarely been equalled. What an atmosphere then in
which to l ive for Christ - saints in Caesar's household, but, says the
Apostle, even there l ife may be l ived to the glory of God. Caesar was,
undoubtedly, a monster of cruelty and you remember how Paul
speaks of him as a l ion; such was his ferocity against the early
christians. He says, "The Lord delivered me out of the mouth of the
lion," and here he writes to saints in very strange places, "they that
are of Caesar's household." Now if you saw a stammerer become a
great orator or a deaf man become a Handel or a Beethoven you
would certainly wonder, but here is a greater wonder sti l l , a miracle of
grace, there were saints in Nero's palace.

Today we have much stress put upon the environment, indeed, we
have a Department of Environment - so important is it considered,
and certainly in the realm of education and sociology it is a thing that
is very much to the fore, but it has to be admitted that however good
the environment may be there are those who behave themselves very
badly in the most favourable of circumstances. But here, where the
environment was anything but good, in this most unlikely place, there
were saints in Caesar's household, or, as Dr. Alexander McClaren
puts it, "There were saints in the stye of f i l th" and that is strong
language, but not too strong. But here is the wonder of transforming
grace and goodness in an unexpected place and in spite of the
environment. God has His saints in the most unlikely and diff icult of
places.

Bishop Lightwood says that the word "household" here embraces
the whole range of Imperial employees, not just the family servants
but his slaves, army personnel and his General Officials.

It is not diff icult to account how there came to be saints in such a
strange place. If you wil l turn back to the first chapter here Paul lets
us into the secret of it all. He says there in v.12 "l would have you
understand, brethren, that the things that happened unto me have



The Gospel Magazine 147

fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel so that my bonds
in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places." There
is the beginning of this work. You see, Paul was in prison, but he was
not going to be silenced by that very fact. His heart was full of Christ
and longed His glorious matter to declare, and Paul continued to
rvitness even in the prison to both small and great, "having received
help of Cod" the result of his testimony under those most
discouraging circumstances was that a work of grace was done among
the staff of the Imperial residents. There were saints even there. It
reminds us too that God is able to make saints out of the most unlikely
of material. Just think of what they were; for the most part they were
slaves, unprivileged, uneducated, i l l i terate, downtrodden, but the
grace of God triumphed in their lives. They were transformed from
being sinners into saints. Does it not also bring this truth to bear that
God has witnesses everywhere? He never leaves Himself without a
witness or a testimony to His truth, and, if you are finding it hard
going in your environment, in your place of business wherever God
has put you, then remember there were saints in Caesar's household
and if they triumphed surely we can. Don't be too upset by an
unbelieving world.

Then he brings another truth out, that we should not be despondent
concerning the hardest sphere. Anybody would have thought that
when Paul was put in prison in Rome that the days of his active
ministry were over, that all he had got to wait for was the end, but not
so. Here is Paul refusing to bow to circumstances and seeks the
opportunities and who would have thought this lonely captive in
Rome would be instrumental in bringing blessing into that corrupt
place. Surely streams arise in the desert, to change the metaphor. But
look at it, "All the saints" he says "salute yolt."

This word 'saint' is one that is very much misunderstood. It is a
word which we might say has been manhandled over the centuries. It
is sometimes used today as a sneer; someone wil l say, "Oh don't be
such a saint; don't be righteous overmuch." Sometimes it is used in a
very trivial way. Someone wil l say, "You are a saint, lend me fl" or
maybe in these inflationary days, f5, and sometimes it is the ultimate
tribute to someone who has died; 'that man or that woman was a
saint; they never hurt anyone' - a word that is very much
misunderstood and misused. Let us try and understand a l itt le about
it. You will find that over and over again God describes His people as
saints. Many of the Epistles are addressed to the saints in various
localit ies and, roughly speaking, the word occurs about a hundred
times in the Bible. It is in the Old Testament as well as in the New, and
so in the great prayer of Hannah in the Old Testament she says, "God
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will keep the feet of His saints." Or in Psalm 116 we read, "Precious

in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." Of course when
you get to the New Testament its usage is all the more prominent, and
we are told at the last Christ wil l come "to be glorif ied in His saints
and to be admired in all them that believe." Who, then, are the saints;
that is the question? The word is not used in the Bible of any
particular class; it does not refer to a special aristocracy in the church,
but it is used of all believers without exception. Every christian is a
saint and one cannot be a christian and not a saint in the New
Testament usage of the word. For instance, the Apostle Paul had
never been to Rome when he wrote what we know as his Epistle to that
trit-v. He knew litt le about them, but he had no hesitation in describing
ihem as saints. "To all that be in Rome" he says, "beloved of God,
called to be saints." Or what about the situation at Corinth? He had
no hesitation in call ing those very imperfect christians in Corinth by
this great name. He was gcing to rebuke some of them severely for
serious offences, not only their coldness and their deadness and
their formality - sins far worse - but he begins by calling them
saints. And he uses the word of immature christians of whom
he is scmetimes very crit ical. It comes down to this that there
are only two classes of persons recognised in the New Testament,
believers and non-believers. those afar off and those who have been
made nigh - those who have been forgiven and those who are
unforgiven - those who are saved and those who are lost - those
who are saints and those who are wilful sinners. There is no middle
course, no happy medium. But there is a great difference between
God's way of making a saint and man's way of making a saint. Men
choose someone who has led a good life and done good works and
years after his death going through the various processes of
beatification and then canonisation and he is declared a saint. That is
not the Biblical way. God takes a sinner who repents of his sin and
turns to Christ and abandons his own righteousness and God declares
him or her a saint, because it involves a change of heart and
disposition. A saint, then, is a believer, is someone who is devoted to
Christ but not yet perfect - indeed, this side of heaven we will never
be free of ignorance and infirmities and mistakes and human frailty.
The tit le is not a reward for service rendered - it is all of grace. Then
some get the idea that sainthood implies an aioofness. That cannot be
substantiated from the New Testament. Think again, there was no
aloofness about all these saints in Caesar's household. They had to go
about their daily business or else they would feel the weight of the lash
across their backs. They could not shut themselves up in a house of
mercy or a convent or anything l ike that, They had to go about their
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daily work, and they worked hard from morning to night and it is they
that Paul called 'saints in caesar's household,' and I think thev shone
all the brighter because of their situation. you remember our Lord
when He was praying just before the cross, He prays for His disciples
and for those who would believe on His Name in coming generati,ons
and He says, "I pray not that Thou shouldst take them out of the
world but that Thou shouldst keep them from the evil," because rrue
grace is not a hothouse plant which can only survive under shelter. we
are not to evade difficulties but to face them and overcome them."Saints in Caesar's household." yes, the word means someone who is
set apart. A soldier must by his very bearing commend and live up to
his profession, and we, if we are christians, if we are saints. we musr
live up to ours. Surely there would be something drastically wrong Ior
a prince to l ive as a pauper. We are urged, then, to let our conduit be
as becometh saints. what a tremendous impression would be made if
only christians were what they should be. So it comes to this, does our
name and our nature agree? Are we those who are set apart? Are we
those who live as those who have been born again by the Spirit of
God?

Saints then are God's property. St. paul says when writ ing to the
Ephesian christians, "That ye may know what is the hope of His
call ing, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in rhe
saints," and you remember too how he said, ,,ye are not your owri;
ye are bought with a price." We are God's property, and we must take
good care of the property. We are not the owners, we are but the
tenants, and there are often restrictions on the holding of property,
and there are restrictions of love which He imposes on those who
belong to Him. It should be, then, our chief delight to do those things
which are well pleasing to Him, and, said our Lord, .,If ye love Me,
keep My commandments." Saints are God's property.

Saints are God's workmanship for, says the Apostle paul, ,,We are
His workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in them.,'God is at work in
the l ives of His people. He makes all things to work together for good
to them that love Him. Do you remember that great story of Jeremiah
being called of God to go down to the potter's house, not to preach a
sermon, but rather to prepare one, and you remember how the potter
was busy at work and how the vessel he had made was marred in the
hands of the potter and he made it again another vessel as seemed
good to the potter to make it, and then came the word of the
application; this was it, "Oh house of Israel" says God, ..Cannot I do
with you as this potter. Behold as the clay is in the potter's hand so are
ye in My hand, saith the Lord of Hosts." We are in the potter's hand.
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We are His workmanship" Are we being moulded to His good and
perfect wil l? God's property, God's workmanship, and the saint is

also God's habitation. "Ye are a habitation of God" says the

Apostle to the Ephesians, "through the Spirit." We are the dweil ing-
place, in other words, of God. Says our Lord, "If a man love me He
will keep N{y words and My Father wil l love Him and we wil l come to
irirn and make our abode with him." He must have access to every
part of the habitation. There must be no barred room; all must be

available and open to Him - His property, His workmanship, His
habitation. "The mark of a saint is not perfection but consecration. A

saint is not a man without a fault but a man that is given to God
w i thou t  rese rve . "

What, then, are the future prospects of the saints? The Apostle

John says, "It doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that
when He shall appear we shall be l ike Him for we shall see Him as He
is". Or l isten to the Apostle Paui at the end of that great chapter on
love in I Corinthians 13, "Now we see through a glass darkly bui then

iace to face, Now we knorv in part, but then shall we know even as

also we are known." What about the number of the saints? Here and
now we appear to be very few, to be very thin on the ground. Our

Lord said of His own people that they would be 'a l i tt le f lock' "Fear

not l i tt le f lock, it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the

kingdom." But, when the affairs of this world are ult imately wound
up what a different picture it wil l be! Do you remember John in the

Revelation. "He saw a great multitude that no man can number out of

every kindred and nation and people and tongue," a greal company.
Remember that, if sometimes you are tempted to lose heart, when the

world seems so strong and believers seem so few, remember, there wil l

he a different outlook one day, there will be this great throng around
the throne on high.

"All the saints salute you" says the Apostle, "chiefly they that are

of Caesar's household." The world uses the word 'saint' as a term of

reproach. Are you glad to be known, then, as such? Are you faithful
l ike Abraham. meek like Moses, strong in the Lord l ike Joshua,
prayerful l ike Daniel, full of the Holy Ghost as was John the Baptist?

This is what it involves and here is the Pauline greeting "All the saints

salute you, chiefly they that are of Caesar's household" and we are

callecl to be saints in spite of our surroundings and however

uncongenial may be our company. And if there could be saints in this

filth of the stye of Rome to quote again Alexander MacClaren, surely
our lot is cast in a much better situation, in a fairer place. Surely we

can be saints and witnesses for the Lord wherever He has been pleased
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to put us. "All the saints salute you, chief' ly they
h ousehold,  "

lvlay God give much grace so to live that we
Gospel we profess for His Name's sake Amen.

1 5 1

that are of Caesar's

may commend the
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MacKENZIE

FISHING

Have you ever gone fishing? Last summer in Cornwall we had a trip
in a small fishing boat. We were hoping to catch some mackerel. The
local fisherman knew a lot about the coast line and where the best
fishing grounds were. We each had a fishing line with the hook
carefully baited. The line was thrown out of the stern of the boat and
gently pulled through the water as the boat slowly chugged along.
Patiently we waited. Suddenly one of the lines twitched. "You have a
bite", said the old fisherman, "Haul in your l ine". With great
excitement the line was hauled into the boat and dangling at the end
was a shining mackerel. Before long there was another tug on a line
and another fish hauled in. After about an hour we had hooked over
twenty fish and we were very pleased with our catch.

One time after the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, Peter,
Thomas, James, John and some of the other disciples decided to go
fishing all night long but caught norhing. How disappointed they must
have felt. They were experienced fishermen and knew where to catch
the best fish but that night they had no success. In the morning they
sailed in near the shore and noticed a man on the beach. The man
asked them if they had caught any food and they had to say "No". He
then told them to cast their net on the right side of the boat. They
obeyed his order and immediately the net was so full of fishes that
they could not haul it into the boat. At that moment John realised that
the man on the shore was the Lord Jesus. Peter threw himself into the
water and hurried to the shore and the others came in the boat
dragging the net full of fishes. When they had counted out the catch,
they found they had 153 fish. What a catch the Lord had provided for
them.
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The seas and everl.thing in them was made by him and belongs to
him. He has control over them all.

On the way back into the harbour at Mevagissey on our fishing trip,
the fisherman prepared the mackerel for eating. He took a sharp knife
and gutted the fish and fi l leted them. We had a string of six mackerel
ro take home and grill for our evening meal. How good they tasted
after our afternoon's fishing.

When the disciples landed with their great catch of fish, Jesus had a
meal prepared for them. Some fish were already cooking on a coal fire
lit on the beach. Jesus asked Peter to bring some of the fish that they
had caught also. They ate a lovely meal of fish and bread on the shore
that morning. How hungry the disciples would have been after fishing
:i i; rright. How good that special meal would have tasted.

Another memorable fishing trip for Peter had occurred some
months previously. Jesus and his disciples were living and working in
Galiiee. When they arrived in the town of Capernaum the temple
money collectors approached Peter and asked whether Jesus paid
temple money for the upkeep of the temple. "Of course he does"
replied Peter.

Later in the house Jesus tackled Peter about this matter and pointed
out that He as the Son of God did not need to pay money for his
Father's house, the temple. But so that He would not offend anyone
He agreed to pay the money. Where would they get the money from?
Jesus told Peter, "Go to the shore and throw a fishing line and hook
rnto the sea. The first fish that you catch will have a coin in it's mouth
- enough money to pay the tribute money for both of us."

Peter obeyed. He knew of Jesus' power over all His creatures. That
one fish was in His control, just as everything is.

Peter and his brother were hard working fishermen. When Jesus
met them first He called to them to follow Him and He would make
them fishers of men instead. Their new work was to tell others about
Jesus the Saviour of sinners.

Instead of catching fish in a net, they would now 'catch' men and
women, boys and girls in the net of the gospel, so that the good news
that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners would bring them
to trust in the Saviour. Pray that Jesus would reign in your heart and
have control of your life.

QUIZ
Find the missing words from the verses.

1.  We have here but  . . . . .  loaves and two f ishes.  Mat t .14.17.
2. They . . . . . a great multitude of f ishes: and their net broke.

Luke.5.6.
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3. The Lord had prepared a great fish to up Jonah.
Jonah.  l .17 .

4. He will take away your posterity with fish
Amos.4.2.

5. We remember the fish which we did eat in freely.
Numbers . l1 .5 .

6 .  Cas t  the  ne t  on  the  . . . . .  s ide  o f  the  sh ip .  John.2 l .6 .
7 .  I t  he  ask  a  f i sh ,  w i l l  he  g ive  h im a  . . . . .?  Mat thew.7 . l0 .
8. God said - let them have dominion . . . . .

the f ish of the sea. Genesis. l .26.
Take up the f ish that . . . . .  cometh up. MattJ7.27.
He saw James and John his brother who were
a lso  in  the  sh ip  . . . . .  the i r  ne ts .  Mat t .4 .2 l .

11. It shall come to pass that the fishers shall stand upon it from
. . .. . even into Eneglaim. Ezek.47.l0.

12. The kingdom of heaven is like unto a . . . . .. Matt.13.4i.
The initial letters of your answers should spell out something

connected with the story.

A Refuge in the time
of Storm
ISA A. BUCKLEY

In the midst of the confusion, trouble, suffering and stress of these
times, the hearts of many people long for a refuge, a place to hide. But
hiding places are few, for we all bear the burdens, as well as the joys of
being members of the human race.

The Bible uses many word pictures to describe how God 'hides' His
people and what He himself is to the believer. Both in Scripture and
down through the years of history, God has hidden His beloved
people in many strange places.

Psalm 31:20 "Thou shalt hide them in the secret of Thy presence
from the pride of man".

During the persecution of the Covenanters in Scotland a large group
of these faithful, godly folk had gathered in a secret glen to worship.
The soldiers came upon them without warning, but at the same time a

9 .
1 0 .
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great, thick mist came down and the Lord's people slipped away
safely. The Lord hid them.

Isaiah 40:11 "He shall feed His flock like a shepherd... and carry
them in His bosom".

What a wonderful hiding place: close to His heart.
Psalm 1E:2 "The Lord is my Rock and my Fortress and my

Deliverer",
David wrote these words when he was on the run. Saul was pursuing

him, and planned to kill him. But David knew that God was in control
of his affairs, and that he was beyond the reach of those who planned
his hurt. David went on to be king and Saul died afar from God.

Isaiah 51:16 "I have covered thee in the shadow of Mine hand".
It is the hand that made and controls the universe that shades us

protects us. It is a nail pierced hand that holds us.
Psalm 17:E "Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the

shadow of Thy wings".
What loving, tender care this would speak of to us. How carefully

the eye is protected; how strong, yet soft the wings of all the great
birds. For over twenty years Amy Carmichael was 'hidden' on a bed
of suffering and pain. It was from that strange 'hiding place' that her
wonderful books flowed out to the world to bless and help thousands
even to this day.

Psalm 27:5 "In time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion
(Tent)"

A place of shelter from heat and cold. From the burning fires of
care and suffering and the icy blasts of sorrow and grief.

During the reign of one of the vilest and worst kings this land has
ever had, the Lord hid His faithful servant John Bunyan, in Bedford
Jail. His only crime was to preach the Gospel. From that strange
'hiding place' came his books, Pilgrims Progress and the Holy War
and many others.

How easy and pleasant our lives are when we consider the sufferings
of many believers today, in Communist, Roman Catholic and
Moslems lands. Yet they too, will be proving God's wonderful 'hiding

places' for themselves. We do not know what awaits us in the coming
days but all true believers can say with certainty:

Psalm 31:15 "My times are in Thy hands",
Our times, lives, cares, joys, sorrows, sufferings, our loved ones.

All our whys, wherefores, hows and whens, are in His hands, those
hands that still bear the print of the nails. What a hiding place. Let us
enter in.
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Jacob's Faith and
r55

H. SALKELD (Chippenham, Wiltshire)

By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph;
and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff . (Hebrews 11.21)

In this striking chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the inspired
writer, gives a long list of those who in Old Testament times were
possessors of l iving faith without which it is impossible to please God.

Peter the Apostle describes faith as:- "Precious Faith" and truly it
is so, seeing that its Author is God Himself, and its great object is
none other than the Lord Jesus Christ (v 26). Jacob was a favoured
possessor of this precious grace of faith, and by the exercise of the
same he blessed the sons of Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh) in his
dying hour. As he did so, the Scripture tells us, that he worshipped -"leaning upon the top of his staff."

For the children of Israel, the Staff was an important, and indeed,
necessary part of every man's equipment. The Staff was a stout
wooden pole, about the same height as an average person, and it was a
great help on the long journeys by foot which they were accustomed
to. Jacob himself recounting his earlier experiences said:- ,,With my
Staff I passed over this Jordan, and now I am become two bands"
(Gen .  32 .10 ) .

Much later, the children of Israel, when about to be delivered from
Egyptian bondage by Almighty God, were instructed to keep rhe
Passover Feast according to these directions:- "And thus shall ye eat
it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your Staff in
your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the Lord's passover."
(Exodus 12. l l ) .

At the close of his earthly course, Jacob was leaning upon the top of
his Staff, as he worshipped his God.

We might well say:- What a gracious attitude to be found in at the
end of l i fe's journey, and surely one to be desired.

How often throughout his chequered life, must Jacob have had
cause to lean upon his staff for support and a brief rest as he pursued
his way.

And in a deeper sense, how much Jacob had need of that spiritual
staff - the Word of God and the promises of Jehovah to rest upon by
faith and to plead in prayer.

Jacob's Staff
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We read in the Song of Solomon (8:5) of a question being asked as
follows:- "Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning
upon her beloved?" and the answer surely can only be, that here is the
Church of Christ, coming up out of the wilderness of this dying world,
leaning for complete support upon her staff and stay, even the Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, her beloved.

Does not this apply to each individual member of Christ's mystical
body - each poor sinner, saved by Free and Sovereign Grace?

As we travel along through life's journey, the way is often rough
and hard, with many a trial and disappointment. How precious then is
the Word of God to the soul, as applied by the Holy Spirit! It is l ike a
Divine Staff to lean upon, and to steady us in a time of tumult and
anxiety especially when under the assaults of the adversary the Devil.

The Psalmist knew surely what this meant, when he cried to the
Lord:- "Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation."

The people of God are well described in the Song of Solomon, as
"Coming up out of the wilderness leaning upon her beloved." The
Lord Jesus Christ Himself is here to be seen as the vital staff and stay
of all His dear people.

Many years ago, it was one's custom and privilege, to attend St.
Mary-le-port Church, in Bristol. When sti l l  a schoolboy, the Rector
was the Rev. James Ormiston, whose ministry and writ ings were made
such a blessing to many.

Among Mr. Ormiston's congregation there was an elderly couple -

a certain Mr and Mrs Jones - who sat in one of the front seats,
almost under the pulpit. At the close of each service on the Lord's
Day, Mr Jones used to hurry down the aisle and stand in the porch, so
as to shake hands with each worshipper as they left.

I well remember one particular Sunday morning, being a schoolboy
of about 12 years old at the time, and when reaching the porch, Mr
Jones gripped my right hand firmly with his and in a very earnest voice
he said: "Now my young friend, do not forget this:- 'Hold Thou me
up, and I shall be safe."'

Did I ever forget it? or rather might one say could I ever forget it?
Looking back now over the 75 years since Mr Jones uttered those
words to me, they have been my rod and staff and comforter - and
one's continual prayer. In the midst of many changes and sad to say,
much backsliding and felt unworthiness - yet it is a wonderful mercy
to record God's loving kindness, faithfulness and truth and to add;-

"But have been upheld ti l l  now,
Who could hold me up, but Thou?"

Jacob's staff had been with him throughout his strange and
chequered career, and iemained with him to the end - in fact, he
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leaned upon it then as he worshipped God. Let us take knowledge of
this, as concerning our own experience and journey through life, -
the l ife that we now live in the flesh.

Do we not each need a strong and reliable staff to help us on the
way, and to steady us in times of uncertainty? And what more can a
needy sinner desire, than the Word of God itself, and the precious
promises of God therein contained?

"I on Thy promises depend
At least, I to depend desire
That thou wilt keep me to the end
Be with me in temptation fire
Wilt for me work, and in me too,
And guide me right, and bring me through."

May we endeavour to encourage each other to lean hard upon God
our vital staff, and upon His sacred Word which l iveth and abideth
for ever.

To lean and rest upon, by precious faith - that eternal covenant of
Grace, which is ordered in all things and sure to all who truly fear
God.

Thus, the God all Grace shall be honoured and elorif ied.

The Gospel Advocate
Relief Fund

The Gospel Advocate Relief Fund has helped gospel ministers and
their dependants for over a century. It is inter-denominational and
recipients must be true believers, assenting to the doctrinal basis of the
Fund.

This charity commenced from the proceeds of the Gospel Advocate
Magazine which was first published in 1869 under the editorship of
Mr. A. J. Baxter of Eastbourne, but it ceased publication in 1921.

From the outset it was Mr. Baxter's intention to start a fund to
assist needy ministers of the gospel, and this commenced in 1878.
Later on widows and dependants of ministers were included. By the
time the magazine finished, the Fund was well established. and
continued under the blessing of God; the income then, and ever since,
comes from investment of capital, also subscriptions and legacies.
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It is interesting to recall that the full title of the magazine was "The

Gospel Advocate for Promoting Spiritual Unity"' Mr. Baxter and his
successor used their best endeavours to that end, and controversial
issues were not avoided, but were dealt with in a loving and gracious
spirit. This is shown in the following quotation from the first
editorial, To the Lord, whose glory is sought, it is committed, whose
counsel shall stand for ever, and the thought of His heart to all
generations; and whose will is thus emphatically expressed. "These

things I command you, that ye love one another".
The Committee which administers it meets quarterly to dispense

grants, In order to maintain a worthwhile level of assistance, the
options confronting the Fund are either to realise investments, or (the
far better way) to increase subscribers. Those involved feel that
evangelicals have a responsibility to provide for those who have been
directly or indirectly concerned in preaching the gospel.

We are appealing for wider support both by prayerful interest and
gift, so that we can continue to assist the many active and retired
ministers and their dependants who are at this present time struggling
on very low incomes.

Further information is available from the Hon. Secretary J. O.
Cornwell, Curds Farm, Barcombe, Lewes, Sussex, BN8 5TQ. The
Hon. Treasurer is K. J. Starnes, Dural Farm, Wellingham, Ringmer,
Lewes.

Do as thou hast said
I Chronicles I7:23

Every promise of Scripture is a writing of God which may be
pleaded before Him with this reasonable request: "Do as Thou hast
said." The Creator will not cheat His creature who depends upon His
truth: and far more the Heavenly Father will not break His word to
His own child. "Remember the word unto Thy servant, on which
Thou has caused me to hope," is most prevalent pleading. It is a
double argument; it is Thy Word, wilt Thou not keep it? Why hast
Thou spoken it if Thou wilt not make it good?

C .  H .  S .
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To be a Christian is
to be an encircled man

GEORGE COWELL

Mr Cowell had a long connection with the Gospel Magazine and
was for a short t ime the Editor in succession to Dr. Doudney.
"Behold, what manner of love the Fsther hath bestowed upon us,

that we should be called the sons of Cod; therefore the world knoweth
us not, becuuse it knew Him not. Beloved, now ore we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear w-hat we shall be; but we know thst,
when He shall appear, we shqll be like Him; for we shall see Him as
He is . " I  J o h n  3 : 1 , 2

Such are the words, then, of that favoured Apostle who leaned
upon our Lord's breast at the Last Supper. He was far advanced in
years when he wrote this Epistle, and if anyone could write of divine
love experimentally he could, and from that grace-maturity which he
had arrived at, his words become the more weighty and valuable.

Our por t ion begins wi th a Bib le 'Behold. 'This  a lways b ids us hal t
for there is something presented to us that needs our calm
consideration. It is as a sign-post by the way of l i fe upon which is
inscribed, "This is the way, walk ye in it." It is as a signal run up by
the hand of Omnipotency as a warning against abounding error. And
what does God's servant bid us behold? Why, "the manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us."

Let us note FIRST that the Christian is encircled by rhe Trinity.
Where there is the real work of grace in the soul it is and must be
traceable to the fact that we are chosen by God the Father from all
eternity, redeemed by the precious blood of God the Son and
sanctif ied by God the Holy Ghost. The fact that the Eternal Three are
so completely concerned in the salvation of God's elect leads us at
once to another thought, that the Christian is encircled by Divine
Sovereignty. 'Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us. 'Yes,  "He doeth as seemeth Him good in the armies of
heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth," and the Apostle
James says, "Of His own wil l begat He us, with the word of truth."
Here we have the divine origin of it all, "His own wil l" - then the
regeneration of the Holy Spirit, "begat He us," and then the means
He takes to display His sovereignty, "By the word of truth."
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Further note, that the Christian is encircled by Divine love. 'Behold

vvhat  manner of  love. 'You might  head every chapter  of  John's
Ep i s t l es , ' Love . ' I  t h i nk  t he  manner  o f  H i s  l ove  i s  t r aced  i n  t he
manifestation of that love. Just round about our passage are three
grace-and-glory gifts - the manifestation of God's love - while a
host of blessings follow in their train.

T'here is FIRST the manifestation of the Father's love in the gift of
F{is dear Son, as you have it in chapter 4:9. "|n this was manifested
ihe love of God towards us, because that God sent His only begotten
Son into the world, that we might l ive through Him." What a gift!
Well may the Apostle say, "Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable
g i f t .  "

Then SECONDLY we have the manifestation of God the Son's love
in the sacr i f ice of  Himsel f ,  and in the g i f t  o f  the Holy Ghost .  He
became the propitiation for our sins - the offering of Himself by
which our sins are done away, divine justice satisfied, and we saved
and glorif ied. Propitiation, the covering of sins by means of sacrif ice,
so that they are never more seen, so that when the day of judgment

comes we have found and got a Ransom. Condemnation present or
future is an impossibil i ty; there is now none, there can be none then.
Oh! grasp it. Propitiation involves concil iation, cancell ing, covering
and crowning.

Then THIRDLY the manifestation of the love of the Holy Spirit is
in the gift of eternal l i fe. "And this is the record, that God hath given

to us eternal l i fe, and this l i fe is in His Son. (5: I l). How the Persons in
the Trinity glorify each other in the salvation of the soul! But I hear
you say, "Yes, but what I want to know is, Have I eternal lift?"
Have you faith in Christ and are you feeling you have no other refuge
to depend upon? Listen, "Verily, verily I say unto you, He that
believeth on Me hath everlasting l ife." John 6:47. These are the
Master's own words and cannot be gainsaid. Again, is the Word
precious to you? "Ah, yes" you say, "yes, most precious." Listen.
"Man doth not l ive by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth

out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live." Deut. 8;3. Is prayer
incessant? You respond, "I am always crying unto my God." Listen,
"Your heart shall l ive that seek God." Are you craving for the Holy
Spirit 's leading and help? Listen, we "l ive by the Spirit" Galatians
5:25. As a poor sinner are you looking to the mercy of God in Christ
for salvation? Do you say, "Ah, this is my only hope?" Listen,
"Looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto l ife." So we
might give you proof upon proof that your desires, hopes and
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erperiences give abundant proof of the possession of eternal l i fe, the
manifestation of the love of the Holy Spirit.

FOURTHLY, all this ensures glory with Christ. I wish those who
feared death so much and have a great horror of the approaching end,
*'ould look to the beyond.

Now see how the christian is an encircled man in his relationship to
God. "Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowecl uoon
us,  that  we shouid be cal led the sons of  God."  This appears ro me ro
be one of the most wonderful expressions in God's Word. How can it
be that such poor, erring, sinful and unworthy creatures as you and I
dare accept such an exulting standing? We find four things
scripturally involved in this wonderful declaration, ,,The sons of
God . "

l t  denotes a k inship to God,  par tak ing of  oneness wi th Chr is t .
Naomi had a kinsman, a mighty man of wealth, and his nane was
Boaz. Jesus is the Church's near Kinsman; so wealthy that He holds rn
His ful 'ess the riches of grace which He deals out t iberally to His
k insfo lk ;  so weal thy that  He holds the , , r iches of  g lory"  for  thei r
future happiness and gain.

"All Cospel blessings labelled with my name;
Yes, grace and glory made for ever sure."

I t  impl ies that  to  be a son of  God is  to be jo int  hei r  wi th another .
even with Christ. "For if children" says the Apostle paul, ..then
heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer
wi th Him, that  we may be a lso g lor i f ied together . "  Romans g;17.

This involved these certainties, that, to be a joint heir must be to
share with many the promised blessings - , joint heirs'; there are, ir
may be sons and daughters afar off, yet joinr heirs together of the
grace of l i fe. But while the spiritual members are knit together. rhe
most blessed knitt ing of all is, that they are joint heirs with another,
even the Lord Jesus Christ, "holding the Head.', yes, they would be a
poor body wi thout  Him. 'Jo int -hei rs '  involves a number of  the Lord,s
reckoning, combined together in one object, ,,One Lord, one faith,
one baptism" - separated on earth but spiritually bound together _
kindred spirits unknown, yet well known. Hence, if we have
communications from one here and another there, they have all to tell
the same ta le of  a Saviour 's  love,  of  the Spir i t 's  ca l l ing,  and o i '
wonderful and gracious leadings in Divine providence and grace; and
one and all are looking forward to the time when they have done .,,rith
this wearying, trying world, and enter the eternal home. If a wolf
enters the fold to worry them (and there are plenty of such in the
present day), they run for shelter to the Shepherd. They are no match
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for the world - t imid, nervous, trembling ones, f inding their entire
comfort in Christ, marked and distinguished from the world, but
combined together as one flock with one Cwner, even the Master of
the flock, who calls them again and again, "My sheep; My sheep."

Further, "Joint-heirs" - the expression involves a unity in the
same possession - heirs of glory. "Jerusalem is a city compacted
together" - a city united in itself . Outward Churches are breaking up
fast, but the Spiritual Church is one in Christ; nothing can dissolve or
destroy her.

Again, the expression implies, joined together in one body, "The

Head, even Christ; from whom the whole body fit ly joined together
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth according to the
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying cf itself in love." lt is a wondrous expression,
'Jo int  hei rs . "

Then thc Christian man is encircled by divine grace. "Grace tn help
in every time of need." I cannot tell you how precious that experience
of the Apostle James has been to me, "He giveth more grace." It is
just rvhat the empty vessel wants" He has given much thus far, He wil l
give more, and I want sti l l  tnore, for never was it more needed than at
the present moment. Do you not feel that felt weakness and
nothingness increase as you grow older, and that whatever we have
learned or experienced we can make no boast of attainment in divine
things? We sti l l  sigh and fear and fear and sigh, but our mercy is that
if faith holds teebly, God holds powerfully.

I f ind myself crying to Cod for grace, "(irace, Lord, Grace, Lord."
I am sure if I utter this once, I utter it twenty or thirty t imes a day. I
often think that grace, as described in God's Word has so many
characteristics, and our need is so incessant, that it is no wonder the
Christian is often crying, "Grace, Lord; Grace, Lord." There is
pardoning grace, anci we need a fresh sense of it every morning; there
is comforting grace, that solace of the soul we could not do without;
there is restraining grace in the hour of temptation; restoring grace in
flagging and fainting times; renewing grace, when our strength and
faith are well nigh gone; persevering grace, to enable us to press

onwards to the desired home; and there wil l be dying grace, when we
have to pass through the deep, cold waters of Jordan. Those are
precious words of our God, "My grace is sufficient for thee." Are we
not proving it so? None to spare, but yet enough.

FURTHER. the Christian is encircled by Divine preservation and
watchfulness. "The very hairs of your head" said Christ, "are

numbered." An old divine has thus sweetly remarked, "Thou canst not
lose a single hair, how comes it to pass that thou art afraid of losing



The Gospel Magozine 163

thy soul?" Depend upon it, i f the Lord has made us for Himself, He
*il l  preserve us to the end. He who hath chosen us in His Son and
called us by His Spirit, wil l give us the promised crown.

If He has promised to preserve our souls, do you not think that He
will preserve our bodies from real harm? The bodies of His people are
equally in His care as their souls. We hear of such dreadful things
constantly occurring through the wickedness of man and the power of
Satan. Carnal weapons must of course be rejected, and again and again
I have fallen back upon His divine watchfulness and protection, while
the promises of God have been my stay and safeguard.

Now note a precious evidence of this wondrous work of grace in the
soul. "Therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him
not . "  Yes,  the wor ld hateth us.  One ungodly employer  said of  one
godly man,  " l  hate hrs re l ig ion,  but  I  l ike h im;  he is  the best  and most
fa i th fu l  servant  I  have."  This is  as i t  ought  to be;  hated,  i t  may be,  for
Chr is t 's  sakt ,  but  admired as to our  Chr is t ian character .  The wor ld
knows us i lo t ,  but  do mark,  they only t reat  us as they t reated the
Master .  "The wor ld knoweth us not ,  because i t  knew Him not . "  Are
we bearing this mark? It is a distinction we may well be proud of.

LASTLY, we see how the Christian wil l be finally encircled with rhe
divine Presence. "Beloved, now are we the sons of God; and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be, but this we know, that when He shall
appear we shal l  be l ike Him, for  we shal l  see Him as He is . "  " l t  doth
not yet appear what we shall be." No, indeed. Look at that poor
Chr is t ian man,  in  h is  humble posi t ion in  th is  l i fe ,  to i l ing,  i t  may be,
from morning ti l l  night amidst the clods of the valley, thoughr nothing
of by the well-to-do and despised by the world. Who would take him
for one of the sons of God? Yet it is that humble one who is loved and
owned by the Eternal Father, and if you talked with him you would
find he could talk the language of heaven. Or look at that poor \e.an
woman, sitt ing over the dying embers of a tiny fire in her cottage
home. Her whole earthly belongings would not f i l l  a cart, and her
domicile consists of only one or two rooms. Who would think she was
a daughter of Zion? But open converse with her and you soon find this
to be the case. The same with that anxious mother in her domestic
care, seemingly hardly time to read a portion from her Bible during
the busy day, yet God knows her sore pantings and desires. She does
not appear to the world more than an anxious, hard-working woman,
but  she is  in  God's s ight  never theless a daughter  of  Z ion.  As Mr.
Spurgeon once said, "The un-heard of man is the best heard of God."

Now with regard to this glorious change which awaits us when the
Master comes again, there is one word which fastens itself on my mind
and thoughts, namely, the word freedom. Then there wil l be freedom
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from all the irritating cares of l i fe - freedom from the unceasing
worries of our daily call ing - freedom from a world of wickedness,
which, however, we desire to hold loosely, freedom from sin, and those
secret sins too, which do so easily beset us - freedom from the
thousand il ls that this mortal l i fe is subject to - freedom from
wearisome nights and struggling days - freedom from affl iction,
reproaches and persecution of all kinds. What a blessed prospect when
this body is fashioned like unto Christ's glorious body and we become
one in Him in complete holiness and happiness. We too shall see Him
as He is in all the majesty of His Person, in all the glory of His
perfections, and all the beauty of His loveliness. What a sight, at once
delightful and ravishing. How sweet and precious are those words to
our point, "When Christ who is our l i fe shall appear, then shall ye
aiso appear with Him in glory." I have written over that passage in my
Bible, "A golden, golden, glory passage."

"If now, with eyes defi led and dim
We see the signs but see not Him,
Oh may His love the scales displace,
And bid us see Him face to face.

C) glorious Bridegroom of our hearts,
Thy present smile a heaven imparts;
Oh, l i ft the veil, i f veil there be;
Let every saint Thy glory see."

I believe these lines are Spurgeon's own.
Well, to be a Christian is to be an encircled man. In tracing this we

have dwelt upon the royal act of God. "Behold, what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us." "By His own wil l begat He us,"
so that there is involved in this gracious act, the Trinity, Divine
sovereignty and divine love; while the manner of such love in all i ts
depths tells us of the gift of the Father's dear Son, of the sacrif ice of
Himself for our sins, of His gift of the Holy Spirit and of the Holy
Spirit 's gift of eternal l i fe.

Then we have seen how involved in the royal act is the royal
relationship - "That we should be called the sons of God." A
relationship which must be the result of Divine choice and electing
love; and which involves kinship - joint heirs with Christ, union with
Him and a unity of possession in all that He possesses.

Further, we noted the royal result of such act and relationship as
declared, "Therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him
not" involving distinguishing grace and the world's hatred - evidence
of our sonshio and acknowledement bv the Eternal Three.
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Then, in glancing at the second verse of our portion, we pointed to
the royal resemblance. "It doth not yet appear what we shil l be; but
we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be l ike Him, for we
shall see Him as He is." Blessed resemblance, l ike Him.

Lastly, we noticed the royal and glorious recognition, ,,For we shall
see Him as He is." what a sight! what a glorious realisation! we
cannot describe it, but "We shall see Him as He is." Faith's glimpses
al l  lost  in  the s ight  of  Him, who is  a l l  g lor ious.

I must say, what I have written has been a feast to my own soul
and therefore in dispensing it to others I believe it wil l be followed by
the divine blessing. "For we write none other things than what ye read
or acknowledge; and I trust ye shall acknowledge even to the end." 2
C o r . l : 1 3 .

God grant that I may be thus a helper of your joy, for ,,by faith ye
stand. "

The Wonder of His Grace
F. J ,  HARRIS

The Rev. F. J. Harris is the pastor of
Uxbridge Road Tabernacle, Shepherds Bush

"...the exceeding riches of His groce." Eph. 2:7

The above verse was brought to my mind recently as I was reading
some of the letters of Mrs. Anne Dutton, a gracious and godly woman
who lived in the l8th century. She was a friend of George wiriteteta
who thought very highly of her. Her letters breathe an atmosphere of
great humility, intense devotion to christ and loving concern for all
the people of God. She had many afflictions and trials but in them all
she rejoiced in the wondrous grace of God. she writes 'If salvation in
all its parts were not all of grace, it would not suit such a wretched,
miserable sinner as I am. But oh, blessed be God, there is salvation
enough for me in Christ to be had of the freest grace - of grace in
which there is not scantiness, but an immense and eternal fulness ro
fi l l  my needy soul, through all t ime and to erernity! And glad am I,
under all my sins, miseries and wants, to l ive under the reign of grace
- of this grace which reigns through righteousness unto eternal l i fe by
Jesus Christ my Lord!'

Surely, it is a great blessing to meditate on the grace of God as the
glorious ground and source of all our blessings. As we look around at
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this poor restless, troubled world and then by contrast consider the

wonder of our salvation and the multitude of those mercies which

surround us are we not led to ask, 'Who maketh thee to differ from

another? and what has thou that thou didst not receive?' I Cor.4:7.

The only answer is that rich, free, sovereign, distinguishing grace has

iighted upon us, unstopped our deaf ears, opened our blind eyes,

taken away our stony heart and given us a heart of flesh.
'On such love, mY soul, sti l l  Ponder,
Love so great, so rich, so free;
Say, while lost in holY wonder,
Why, O Lord, such love to me?'

What does the world know of our blessed God and Father? Nothing

as it ought to. But what do we know? True, only a l itt le, yet what we

know we know in truth. Though when we have gathered our

knowledge together we sti l l  have to confess 'Lo, these are parts of His

ways: but how litt le a portion is heard of Him' Job.26:14, yet we can

rejoice that we know Him to be that 'High and lofty One that

inhabiteth eternity, whose name is holy';we know Him as'glorious in

holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders'; we know Him as One
Who 'sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof

are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain and

spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in'; and we know Him as the
'God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and

the God of all comfort. '  Flesh and blood has not revealed these things

to us for they are unknown to the natural man, indeed they are

foolishness to him. It is to grace alone we are indebted.
And what does the world think of Christ? He is still 'despised and

rejected of men'. Every cult and many prominent religious leaders

would rob Him of His deity. His blessed Name and Person still suffer

wrong at the hands of this world. But we love Him. We confess Him

the 'altogether lovely One, the chiefest among ten thousand'' Only
grace has taught us to esteem Him so. Let me quote again from Anne

Dutton, 'Who gave you such a high esteem of Christ, the Friend of

sinners? Had you always such a l ively sensation of these things? If you

had not, how came you by this? Who gave it you? Who makes you to

differ from thousands, on your right hand and on your left, who

insensible of their own misery as sinners, and of the excellency of

Christ as the Saviour, seek no higher happiness than the empty

enjoyments of this perishing l ife? Oh, have not you cause to adore the
grace of God to you, that opened your eyes, while numbers round

about you are by sin and Satan blinded? Have not you experienced the

fruit of precious faith, which works by love on your wil l and

affections, in that you have seen your unspeakable misery without
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Christ, and His immense and eternal excellency to make all those
interested in Him incomparably happy unto endless glory, and you
have felt your heart close in with Him choosing the altogether iovely
Jesus above all things for your full and soul-satisfying portion,
cleaving to Him and following hard after Him, as your present and
eternal All?'

Grace has also taught us our indebtedness to the blessed Spirit of
God. The world knows nothing of Him but we know Him to be the
author of our spiritual l i fe, the One Who convinced us of our sin,
showed us the beauty of Christ and His perfect sufficiency for our
every need. He it was Who worked faith in us for .no man can call
Jesus Lord but by the Holy Spirit. '  He now dwells within us and'every virtue we possess

and every victory won
and every thought of holiness
are His alone.'

And what has grace taught us concerning the scriptures? One last
quote from Mrs. Dutton, 'Oh, what a mercy, what a privilege is it that
the Word of God is not altogether unto us a sealed book! So it is as to
its internal mystery and glory unto every unregenerate man in the
world. Natural men read and see not; they read the words and
understand not the sense; even men of letters, famous for human
learning, are quite ignorant and unlearned if not taught of God.
Nothing can dissipate natural darkness but supernatural l ight; this is
dispensed in a sovereign way to whom the Lord of l ight pleaseth; and
thus, to the weakest babes the mysteries of the Kingdom are revealed,
while they are hid from the wise and prudent.'

We could go on to speak of Providence which is a closed book to
the ungodly often causing them frustration and disappointment. But it
is to us the outworking of God's gracious plan for our l ives and as we
are submissive we find sweet peace in resting in the Lord, in the certain
knowledge that 'all things work together for good to them that love
God, who are the called according to His purpose.'

'Grace, 't is a charming sound,
Harmonious to the ear:
Heav'n with the echo shall resound,
And all the earth shall hear.

Grace taught my soul to pray,
And made my eyes o'erflow;
'Tis grace has kept me to this day,
And wil l not let me go.
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Grace all the work shall crown
Through everlasting days;
It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise.'

(Philip Doddridge I 702-5 I)

To a Young Seeker
Dear J. ,

Your last letter shows no improvement in your case, nor do I expect
any improvement in you, for where all is bad how can any
improvement be made? But I do anticipate for you some token for
good by Him Who, after all is said and done, did come to earth to
make a glorious satisfaction for sin, and, never forget, for sinners'
This may sound trite, but one has to hang on to it because there is just
nothing else for us to hang on to, and, besides, why should one wish
anlthing better, even if there could be?

Your soul evidently is held tight in the power of sin and you are a
prisoner in chains, and yet even that does not alter the fact that He
came to liberate just such. "The Lord looseth the prisoners" is true -

eternally true. Cling to it for life. To be turned upside down and wiped
by God as a dish is wiped is solemn work and wretched work for us,
but it must be done else we shall be very respectable folk in our own
eyes and as full of pride as the devil is of sin; yet there again, the very
fact that God takes pains with us as to wipe and turn us upside down is
a mercy - a sign of something else coming. He never did that with
Judas nor Pilate but He did to Paul and his company of sinners and
we know where he and they now are.

The very freeness and simplicity of the Gospel truth makes us
stumble - to know it is free - free from desert good or bad, but He
just takes the sinner in his filth and chains and does all for him out of
pure love. God's love can never be told, and I begin to doubt if ever it
can be really believed by us. We talk and prate about His love and so
on, but, alas, so little do we understand our own speech.

Extroct from Letter of Ernest Roe (1940).
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Our World-wide Fellowship
At the annual meeting of the Trustees of The Gospel Magazine held

during the Spring, attention was given to the fellowship in the Gospel
which is experienced within our world-wide readership.

Words from one of the hymns of the remarkable evangelical
Manchester clergyman, Canon Hugh Stowell, (1799-1865) come to
mind:

There is a spot where spirits blend,
Where friend holds fellowship with friend
Though sundered far, by faith we meet
Around one common mercy-seat.

By means of as many personal letters as possible, and for some time
past, through the use of duplicated letters we have endeavoured to
make personal, and individual contacts with readers. One of these was
a lady living in Victoria, Australia. Some time ago a warm letter
received from her prompted the thought that perhaps she would like
to be put in touch with other readers in the Australasian area. On
making the inquiry we found that she was delighted to learn that there
were other Australian, New Zealand. and Tasmanian readers as well
as herself! So we sent some names and addresses, and friendly
contacts have been made. This particular reader has told us recently
how much the articles in the Magazine have been valued. She referred
especially to "Faith Tried", which dealt with the life of Joseph, by
Mr. Wood, of Tamworth Road chapel, Croydon. She added "that is
where my pen-friend of many years standing worships". "It has been
good", says this reader "to know or get in touch with those of l ike
precious faith..."

Another lady, (now in the mid-eighties!) who went to live in New
Zealand only last year from the UK, continues to receive her Gospel
Magazine. In a somewhat spiritually barren situation, The Gospel
Magazine can be a source of help and cheer. This is frequently the
case, whether the reader lives in the UK or thousands of miles over the
SCAS.

The latest letter we have received from the United States comes
from a Presbyterian minister in Florida. Writing on May 26 he recalls
that he cancelled his subscription six and a half years ago "with
reluctance", on account of the number of Reformed publications he
was receiving. He continued "More and more I regret that decision
since the filed material has been an excellent source of reference across
the years for preparation for preaching". He asks to be re-instated in
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the mailing list, and for supplies of back copies of the Magazine to be
sent.

Only two days later a new subscriber writing from Lancashire for
himself and his wife said "After receiving a copy or so from different
friends, we would like to be put on your mailing list. We really do
enjoy good reading, and especially when it contains the truth of God's
Holy Word". The very next day a reader in the Isle of Arran wrote
"standards are falling everywhere today with sin abounding. However
we have a great promise from God, 'when the enemy shall come in like
a flood the Spirit of the Lord shall l i ft up a standard against him"'.

As we have these happy contacts through the Gospel Magazine with
readers world-wide, we realize a little of the ministry which the
magazine has been used of God to exercise over many years. We desire
to say "truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Chr is t " ,  ( l  John 1:3) .

It is recorded of king Jehoshaphat of Judah that "his heart was
lifted up in the ways of the Lord". The marginal reading is "was

encouraged". lt rs this encouragement that we should desire - not in
ourselves, or our doings, but by the enduing and renewing of the Spirit
of God. He is able to l ift us up, and to l ink us together in faith and
love and testimony and truth in the dark day in which our lot is cast.
Matthew Poole offers a comment on this verse about Jehoshaphat (2
Chronicles l7:6). We would desire such blessings for Gospel Magazine
readers, and for ourselves - "His heart was lifted up above all
discouragements, and difficulties, and fears, by which men's hearts
used to be cast down: he was valiant and resolute for God and his
ways".

H .G .H .H .

Gospel Magazine History
Readers will remember that mention was made some months ago of

the possibility of publishing a history of our Magazine.
At the recent meeting of the Trustees consideration was again given

to this project. It was felt that because of the considerable outlay
involved it would be helpful to know how many friends would be
interested in purchasing a copy. Costs are continually rising so that at
the moment we cannot state a figure, especially as it will be some time
before the book is finished.

Please write either to the Secretary of the Trustees or to the Editor.
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The Golden Passional
A. V. McCANDLISH

Isaiah 52:13 to 53:12

It was Polycarp who was bishop of Smyrna in 154 A.D. who called
these verses the golden passional. Luther said that every christian
should learn it by heart.

"Behold My servant." Isa. 52;13-15.
Matthew cried, " Behold your king", and in twenty eight chapters,

he set forth the King in His beauty. Luke cried, "Behold the Man",
and in twenty four chapters he sought to set forth the perfect man.
John cried, "behold your God," and in twenty one chapters, he set
forth our God in terms of manhood. Mark cried, "behold my
servant", and sought to set Him before us in sixteen chapters. Here
Isaiah introduces our Lord to us as he says, "behold My Servant".
Let us give heed to the call, and ask the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to
see Him plainly.

1. Consider his wise and prudent service.
"Behold My servant shall deal prudently." v.l3
Wisely is the literal translation of the Hebrew word; but what is

wisdom? It is very different from knowledge. Many scholars have a
great deal of knowledge, but are far from being wise. Wisdom is the
ability to make right use of knowledge. It is the ability to always know
what is the right course to take: to always do the right thing, and make
the right decisions, and say the right words. The R.S.V. translates it,
"behold My servant shall prosper". Prosperity is one of the fruits of
wisdom in the sense, that He makes right decisions, and so prospers.
He does not make the mistakes that would cause any failures. When
our Lord was tempted, Satan tried to tempt Him to try to get people to
believe on Him by working miracles. He took Jesus on to the pinnacle
of the temple and said, "cast thyself down; for it is written, He shall
give His angels charge concerning thee, and in their hands they shall
bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone."
When people see that thou hast power over the force of gravity, and
can float at will, and descend unhurt, then they will believe on thee.
Jesus was not deceived, what would be the use of men believing on
Him as a worker of miracles? He had come into the world to redeem
and to save sinners, not to be acclaimed by men as a wonder worker.
In I Sam.l8, it is recorded of David that Saul set him over his men of

r7t
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war, and he behaved himself wisely, more than all the servants of Saul
so that he was accepted by the people, and by Saul,s servants. The
Lord was with him. Now this is the thought here, "My servant shall
deal wisely." He came into the world to save sinners, and all that He
did, and said fitted perfectly into this purpose. He lived a perfect life,
and fulfilled God's law in every detail. He never turned aside, He was
a perfect man: then He set His face to deal with the sin of the world.
He went to Jerusalem at the appointed time, and yielded Himself up
to the priests and pharisees. when on trial before the chief priest,
though He was silent, He could not be found guilty of any sin. He was
condemned for blasphemy, when He declared that He was the Son of
God. Pilate was not able to find any fault in Him; but when asked if
He was the king of the Jews, He said that He was; but that His
kingdom was not of this world. He yielded Himself to be crucified. He
was brutally treated, and mocked; but His response to it all was the
prayer; "Father forgive them, for they know not what they do." Even
when God laid upon Him the sin of the world, and the curse due to it,
so that He cried out, "My God, My God why hast Thou forsaken
Me?" He did not turn aside until all the sin had been expiated by His
blood: then in triumph He cried aloud, ,, it is f inished." He defeated
Satan so that it was written: "through death He destroyed him that
had the power of death, that is the devil." Heb.2:14.

"He sholl be exalted, and extolled, and be very high."
God raised Him from the dead, thus declaring Him to be His own

Son, and accepting His sacrifice as sufficient for the sin of the world.
He ascended into heaven, and was given the very highest honour. We
read, "He took on Him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled
Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Wherefore God hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth: and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father." Phil.2;7-l l. Now, He is exalted indeed for He is seated
on the throne, "far above all principality, and power, and might, and
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that
which is  to  come."  Eph. l ;  2 l -22.

2. Consider His suffering and humilitation.
"As many were astonied ot thee; his visage wos so marred,

more than any man, and his form more thon the sons of men." v.14.
"Behold My servant". See him buffetted, scourged, crowned with
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rhorns, crucified, mocked, suffering even unto death. ls it possible
that this horribly mutilated sufferer could be God's Son? The idea of
God suffering is quite absurd to men, so let us take time to consider
the suffering of the servant under two aspects. (a) Here we have a
revelation of sin in its true colours. What is sin? Isaiah said. ,,we have
turned every one to his own way." Sin is going our own way, doing as
*e please. We were all born with this instinctive desire: we all want
our own way, it seems to be the way to happiness; but here we see
where it leads. Jesus came as God's servant; He went about doing
good. Then sinners took Him, they lashed Him with a great whip
weighted with sharp pieces of bone, and bits of metal. They tore the
beard from His bleeding face, and forced a crown of thorns on His
head. They nailed His mutilated body to a cross. "His visage was so
marred, more than any man, and His form more than the sons of
men." This suggests appalling mutilation, and as He hung in agony,
they mocked Him. Take a good look, for there you see sin in its true
colours. This is the fruit it produces, oh may God teach us to hate it in
its earliest stages, as the vile thing that it is. (b) Here too we see a
revelation of the terrible cost of our redemption. We see something of
the punishment due to sin. I do not know how far these physical
sufferings of our Lord entered into the punishment of our sins. I do
know that the wages of sin is death. We have just seen what a hideous,
and loathsome thing sin is: and at Calvary the sin of the world was laid
on Jesus. He became identified with it, for we read, "He was made sin
for us, He who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him." 2 Cor.5;21. Jesus suffered the punishment in full.
He bore the curse for us, God turned away His face, and smote Him.
He became the accursed one for us. Beloved, can you bear to consider
it? This was the cost of our redemption, let us bow before Him, and
give Him thanks that He suffered all this that we mieht be saved.

3. Consider the priestly work of the servant.
"So shall He sprinkle many nations" v.15.

Many modern translators render this, "So shall he startle many
nations." The Hebrew word here is nazah, and it occurs twenty four
times in the scriptures: but is never translated startle, but always
sprinkle. It occurs in Lev. 4;6. The priest is offering a sin offering for
himself, and we read that he must "dip his finger in the blood, and
sprinkle of the blood seven times before the Lord, before the veil of
the sanctuary." Again in Lev.16; 15. Aaron must "take the blood of
the sin offering that is for the people, and sprinkle it upon the mercy
seat - and he shall make an atonement for the holy place, because of
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the uncleanness of the children of Israel." This is the thought that we
have here in v.15. The Servant of the Lord is seen here as God's high
priest. Having offered His own life as a sacrifice for sin, and risen
again from the dead, He sprinkles the blood of the sacrifice on those
people of many nations, who believe on Him, and pronounces them
clean, so that they may enjoy the fellowship of God's people, and
enter into the presence of God to worship Him.
"Kings shall shut their mouths at Him, for that which had not been
told them shall they see; and thot which they had not heard sholl they
consider . "  v .15.

This story of redemption is not one which came from men; such an
idea had never before been heard ofby anyone. Now they actually saw
the priest himself, by the revelation of the Holy Spirit. He had offered
His own blood to atone for their sins; He had risen from the dead, and
He draws near to reveal His saving work to them. He compels them to
consider it, He opens their eyes so that they might understand. Here
we see them, struck dumb with amazement, it was beyond their
comprehension; but since He Himself revealed it, they could not speak
against it. They saw their own sin, and were like Job when God drew
near to speak with him, he said "O Lord I am vile, what can I answer
thee? I wil l lay my hand upon my mouth." Job 40:4. So we see them
here silent and prostrate before Him. As they consider it, surely they
must worship and adore.

This is the attitude and the response of all to whom the Servant of
the Lord is revealed; and His work is presented before God, for their
salvation. They can but wonder, until their tongues are loosed, and
they are enabled to sound forth their gratitude, and His praise.

Sanctified afflictions work spiritual advancement. Rich mercies are
often hid under dark providences.

George Cowell

William Grimshaw of Haworth said "when I die, then shall I have my
greatest joy and my greatest grief; my greatest joy, that Jesus has done
so much for me; and my greatest grief, that I have done so little for
Him"
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William Tuck€r, 173l-1814
Author and Hymnwriter

William Tucker was born at Chard. Somerset. on the 27th of
March, 1731, of honest and industrious parents, members of the
Church of England, who, attentive to the morals of their children,
gave them an eduation, suitable to their circumstances. William, who
was the eldest, in childhood discovered the embryo of a genius, or
habit of mind, superior to most of his age: he served an apprenticeship
in the town of his nativity, during which time, his mind was disposed
to reading and contemplation, and all the money he could raise was
spent in the purchase of books.

I. A THIRST FOR KNOWLEDGE
Having an ardent thirst for knowledge, "that the soul be without

knowledge, it is not good," Proverbs 19, 2; he gave his mind to
reading, the study of the languages, philosophy, and other subjects.
While young, he was no stranger to religious impressions. The exact
period when the true knowledge of himself as a sinner, and of Chrisr
as a Saviour were made known to his mind, we cannot ascertain, but
on his first journey to London, in being preserved from injury, when
his horse fell with him, he said, "being filled with gratitude to God, I
prayed, if ever I prayed, that God would impart His grace and Holy
Spirit to change my vile and obdurate heart."

II. HEARS GEORGE WHITEFIELD IN LONDON
He arrived in London on the 2nd November,1761 , where he went

on sinning and repenting, reforming and revolting alternately, still
ignorant of the great plan of salvation, and an obstinate enemy to
those distinguishing and important truths, which he afterwards so
cordially espoused, so highly valued, and so ably defended. About this
time, George Whitefield arrived in London, and he resolved to hear
him, and judge for himself; he heard, and the Lord, His Spirit, was
there. We are not informed of the particular text, but said he, "I
heard and felt it too." He perceived Whitefield's zeal for truth, and
love to souls; the word appeared to be then fastened in his heart, "as a
nail in a sure place," Isaiah 22, 23; though it was like a live coal
hidden under ashes, or like good seed buried under a clod of earth.
Yet may we not see in this the Lord's answer to Tucker's prayer,
referred to in the foregoing paragraph!

175
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III. RETURN TO, AND SETTLEMENT, IN CHARD
How long he remained in London is not known; but he returned

and settled in Chard, the place of his nativity. Here the Lord fulfilled
in him all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith
with power! He grew daily acquainted with the plague of his own
heart, the spirituality of God's law, and the unsearchable riches of
gospel grace; constant in his attendance on the public means of grace,
instant in prayer, and assiduous in searching the oracles of divine
truth, he grew in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. In a few years after his return from London, an
opportunity availed for his engaging in the business of a Cutler and
Ironmonger, which he commenced in November,1764, and carried it
on nearly thirty-seven years: during which period, he well maintained
the character of a just, honourable and respectable tradesman.
Thomas Wright, in his "Life of A. M. Toplady," l9ll edition, page
283, states that Tucker "set up business as an ironmonger, and
appatently also as bookbinder, barber, and wigmaker. The following
curious lines - possibly in Tucker's handwriting - are written at the
back of a portrait of him in the possession of his descendant, Mr.
Robert Bagster, of Paternoster Row."

Inscription on a sign-board,
"These books are bound, and razors ground,

And boxes made quite neat, sir;
Here wigs..... for need or pride,

Made every way complete, sir.

My Fam-ly's large, and great the charge
That daily doth attend me;

My thanks shall extend to all
Who kindlv do befriend me."

IV. WRITINGS: POETICAL AND PROSE
On the 2fth August, 1776, Toplady wrote to William Tucker,

addressed from 5 New Street. Covent Garden, London: "Dear Sir, -
I had the pleasure (and a very great pleasure it was) of receiving your
late favour from Chard, which should have been much earlier
acknowledged, but for a tour through the north-east counties, whence I
returned to London but last night. This evening or tomorrow I design
to set off for South Wales, on a short visit to dear Lady Huntingdon,
after which I intend to see Broad Hembury for ten days or a
fortnight. The "Gospel Magazine," concerning which you write, has
been under my sole management from last January inclusive. The
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present month I have devolved on my good friend, Mr. Ryland, of
Northampton, that I might have liberty to make any rural excursions,
without impediments, Rest assured, dear Sir, that while I have the
conducting of that publication, we shall be happy to have it honoured
and enriched by your valuable correspondence.... I am very happy to
find that the good Spirit of our God has directed your thoughts so
greatly and so deeply to the grand Article of Predestination; the denial
of which is neither more nor less than absolute and essential atheism:
no grace, no happiness, no holiness, no salvation, without it. The
Lord enable us to extract more and more honey from this precious
rock; and may its heavenly streams replenish, enrich, fertilise, and
adorn our conversation with increasing redundancy to the perfect day!
Free will, left to itself, cannot fail of leading its wretched possessors to
hell. Free grace alone can bring lost sinners to heaven. I am, dear Sir,
with earnest prayers for your present and eternal welfare, your
affectionate friend and humble servant in Christ Jesus.

Augustus Toplady.

My kind salutations wait on our valuable friend, Mr. Pitts. You will
please to direct your future favours for the Magazine to Messrs.
Vallance & Simmonds, 120 Cheapside, London."

The aforementioned letter has a footnote in Thomas Wright's "Life

of Toplady," reading: "Letter hitherto unpublished." Page 191,
l9l I edition.

Mr. Wright also continues: "The management of the Gospel
Magazine, which Toplady had temporarily shifted on to the
shoulders of Ryland, he never again resumed, the cause of the change
being, no doubt, his ill-health. He was succeeded by Erasmus
Middleton."

It is recalled that Toplady in 1769 had published "The Doctrine of
Absolute Predestination stated and asserted; with a preliminary
Discourse on the Divine Attributes: translated from the Latin in great
measure. of Jerom Zanchius."

Toplady was well qualified to commend the value of Tucker's
writings on such a subject.

Tucker's hymns also appeared in The Gospel Magazine; in 1772:
"O love beyond conception great" (Gadsby's l7)
"Deep in the everlasting mind" (Gadsby's 66)
"Fix'd was the eternal state of man" (Gadsby's 78)
"Expand, my soul, arise and sing" (Gadsby's 65;
Denham's 435)
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Another hymn, Gadsby's 399, we quote in full:
1. Amidst ten thousand anxious cares,

The world and Satan's deep-laid snares,
This my incessant cry shall be,
Jesus, reveal thyself to me.

2. When Sinai's awful thunder rolled,
And struck with terror all my soul,
No gleam of comfort could I see,
Till Jesus was revealed to me.

3. When by temptations sore oppressed,
Distressful anguish fills my breast!
All, all is grief and misery,
Till Jesus is revealed in me.

4. When various lusts imperious rise,
And my unguarded soul surprise;
I'm captive led, nor can get free
Till Christ reveals himself to me.

5. When darkness thick as beamless night,
Hides the loved Saviour from my sight,
Nothing but this my ardent plea,
Jesus, reveal thyself to me.

6. 'Tis he dispels the dismal gloom;
Gives light and gladness in its room;
Then have I joy and liberty
As Christ reveals himself to me.

V. EXTRACT FROM PROSE WRITINGS, AND LATTER END
From the volume "Predestination Calmly Considered," we would

extract as follows:
The dispensation of grace or the gospel, is the wisdom of God in a

mystery, it is in its astonishing contrivance - in its exalted privileges
- and in its glorious effects, the admiration of angels; and will be the
holy wonder of all the redeemed from among men, to all eternity.
Angels desire to look into the mysteries of it, and were the heralds that
proclaimed its glory, Luke 2,14. But notwithstanding it is so rich in
every blessing, and so suitable to the exigencies of our fallen race, it is
despised and rejected by, and its glories hidden from, the greater part
of men.

It is much to be lamented, that in this land of light and liberty,
where the gospel is held forth in its purity, and where arts and sciences
flourish to a degree not exceeded if equalled, by any nation, that so
few know, even in theory, its grand and sublime truths, and that fewer
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sti l l  know them experimentally, as the power of God to salvation. Of
old, the gospel to the pharisaical Jews, was a stumbling block; and to
the wise Greeks, foolishness. So it is sti l l , to the pharisees of every
sect, and to most of the learned of every nation; "But to them that are
called, it is the power of God, and the wisdom of God." I Cor. 1,24.

The grand scheme of the gospel exhibits the divine excellencies. Far
beyond the whole creation besides; yet the acute astronomer. who
measures the distances and magnitudes, and traces the motions of the
heavenly bodies; and the sagacious philosopher who pries with such
intenseness into the arcanum of nature, for the most part contents
himself with viewing its beauties; and contemplates with more
pleasure, the position of the planets, the bloom of a plum, or the
plumage of a butterfly, than that astonishing work for which the
whole frame of nature was formed, and is still upheld and preserved.
True it is that the heavens, which declare the glory of God - the
firmanent that sheweth his handywork - and the earth which is filled
with his goodness, display a peculiar glory; and therefore merit our
peculiar notice; and ought to be a continual stimulus to praise the
mighty maker. But the more wondrous frame, or plan of the gospel,
rises infinitely above the visible creation, in its glories, and in its
blessings. Consequently, so much the more demands our affectionate
regard; especially, as our eternal happiness or misery, is connected
with our reception or rejection of it.

The gospel is not only an exhibition of the power, wisdom, and
goodness of God, but it also manifests infinite love, grace, mercy,
justice, holiness, faithfulness, truth, and every other divine
excellency. It is a revelation of pure grace, wherein the adorable
Trinity abounds towards us in all wisdom and prudence. It discovers
that "justice and judgment are the habitation of his throne," and that
"mercy goeth before his face." It shews, that "righteousness is the
girdle of his loins, and that faithfulness is the girdle of his reins." Its
wonderful operation unriddles and resolves that question, which also,
would have puzzled the whole creation. How shall man, sinful man,
be just with God? Here it is, that mercy and truth meet together, and
righteousness and peace unite, and cordially embrace each other, in
the justification of a sinner. For Christ having made peace by the
blood of his cross, God is infinitely just and righteous in justifying
them that believe in Jesus. Indeed, Christ in his person, grace, offices,
and work, is the sum and substance of the gospel; in which a glory
shines, that renders it most worthy of all acceptance to every son and
daughter of Adam.... May the Divine Comforter lead us into a
spiritual acquaintance with its sublime truths, and make us partakers
of its inestimable blessines!
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Immediately after his baptism in 1765, Mr. Tucker was received
into membership of Chard Particular Baptist Church, in which he
stood a pillar upwards of 48 years. "The pillars of the earth are the
Lord's," 1 Samuel 2, 8; like Enoch of old, he "walked with God,"
Gen.5, 24, Over many years he expressed his apprehension that he
should die suddenly, but he waited patiently for his dismissal, and
breathed his last on the 2nd February, 1814. "Him that overcometh
will I make a pillar in the temple of my God." Rev.3, 12.

His remains were interred in the Baptist burial ground in Chard,
(now the site of Central Motors Garage, East Street) and his death
improved in a very suitable discourse by his respected pastor, Mr.
John Toms, which was published, from I Tim.l, 15. "This is a
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners. of whom I am chief."

A memorial tablet is still to be seen in the Chard Baptist Church,
Holyrood Street, inscribed as follows:

"This tablet perpetuates the memory of Mr. William Tucker, forty-
eight years a member of this church. Qualified by the Holy Spirit, and
endowed with a penetrating judgment as an author, he asserted and
vindicated the prerogatives of God in the doctrines of sovereign grace
as the essential truths of the Holy Scriptures. Living under their sacred
influences, he adorned the Christian character - zealous for truth -
a lover of peace - in the faith of Christ crucified he finished his
pilgrimage suddenly on February 2nd., 1814. Aged 82 years. Also of
Rebecca Tucker, his wife, who exemplified personal religion in a
union with this Christian Society, Forty-four years and slept in Jesus,
April2nd., 1810. Aged 82 years. DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN
VICTORY."

F .  C.

The writer of the foregoing article would desire to express thanks to
the present pastor of South Chard Particular Baptist Church, Mr. J.
Clifford Woodhouse, for some details provided.

Say not, my soul, from whence can God relieve thy care?
Remember that Omnipotence hath servants everywhere;
His methods are sublime, His ways supremely kind,
God never was before His time. or ever was behind.
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The Prodigal Son
GORDON D. BUCKLEY (Leyburn, North Yorkshire)

"This my son was lost and is found" Luke 15:24.

Reports of people being lost are continually in the news! We often
hear of such unfortunate cases on Television, Radio, and in the
newspapers. Sometimes it is young people who go missing, sometimes
husbands or wives or children, sometimes old people!

The files of missing persons in Police Stations up and down the
country are always in use, and the sad thing is that the lists never
diminish; they only seem to grow and grow.

So this parable of Jesus about the young man who left home is an
old story, yet it is one with a very modern ring.

Inner l)esires
It is clear that cases of lost persons vary widely, for some lost ones

get into their situations quite deliberately, as in this parable, some
unconsciously for we hear of people who have lost their memories,
and sadly some people are abducted against their wills.

However, one thing is clear about the younger son of our story and
that is that here was a case of deliberste lostness. More than this. as we
look into St. Luke's account carefully and think about it seriously, we
see that here is described the result of an inherent lostness which
developed from an innate, an internal, inward condition.

In other words, the outer actions that led the young man down the
road to the far country were the result of something else - that is, of
his inner attitudes, which obviously had been in the process of
development and taking shape, over a long period of time. And these
inner attitudes in their turn stemmed from something else, from a
primary root in his make-up - from a basic stimulus at the very
centre of his nature - from his selfJife - from his soul! When we
have arrived at that position we are standing firmly on the effective
foundations of his life.

Stark Facts
Now this parable of Jesus is intended to deal with the fundamental.

the basic facts of human life, indeed of all human life in a fallen word,
every where and at all times. It is, in fact, concerned with life that is
lived outside of the transforming grace of God. That is the important
point!

t8I
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We should not think that the main subject of this parable points to
the social drop-outs, to young men and women who turn to a life of
debauchery and depravity - but they are obviously included.

The whole point of the parable and of so many others spoken by
Jesus to the crowds who thronged to hear Him, is that it focuses on
the departures and deficiencies, the corruptions that lie at the bottom
of the well spring of all human nature as we know it in this world.

To miss that vital factor is to miss the whole point of the parable
and indeed to by-pass the major emphasis of the Old and New
Testaments.

"There is none righteous no not one. There is none that
understandeth. There is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone
out of the way (i.e. of God). They are altogether become unprofitable.
There is none that doeth good, no not one". (Romans 3:10-12.)

Relationships
The younger son is, of course, in the foreground of this graphic

word picture painted by Christ, and his life and life-style is therefore
emphasized for obvious reasons. But there is also another important
element in the colourful presentation - there is the elder son!
Certainly he is not so dramatically obvious, but is provided to
properly round off the whole of the composition of this gripping
parable.

The major point to be taken on board is the fact that all the matters
dealt with by the parable relate firstly and foremostly to human
relationships - that is to our relationships with God, the living God,
Who has caused His laws to be writ deep into the human heart and
confirmed powerfully in the pages of Holy Scripture.

All involved

The theme of the lostness of mankind, the estrangement of men
and women from God, is at the very heart of the diagnosis of Jesus
Christ and the Word of God. The evidence for the lostness of men and
women, young and old, before God, runs through the whole Bible.
We do not have the space to trace it out in detail, but let me mention
one relevant point. If those who were regarded as God's special
people, the Jews, were in this sorry condition, what of outsiders?

Early on in His ministry Jesus gathered, instructed and sent out His
disciples to the Jewish people. Did He say "Go to the goodly people of
the house of Israel?" To the contrary! His orders were "Go to the /os/
sheep of the house of Israel, " so echoing the statements of the prophet
Isaiah and others. "All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned
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t,r'€rlott€ to his own way." (Isaiah 53). The Apostle paul writing to
:he members of the Church at Rome later on, reflects the same
,'onditions "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God"
rRomans 3). So the parable deals with the subject of every person's
ostness before the holy God and leads to the reason for Jesus christ

:oming into this world. He said "I have come to seek and to save that
rihich was lost. I have come to give My life as a ransom for many., '
church membership can never replace or eliminate that reality and
requlrement.

Luke: chapter 15

The three parables of Luke l5 read together, but find their climax in
our story of the Lost Son. In one parable there is the coin which was
lost in the home - something of value! Then there is the sheen that
i'as lost out in the wilds - a living thing of value!Lastly there is the
son who was lost - q human soul of greatest value!

The Lord Jesus Christ paints His picture for us in powerful,
descriptive and dramatic colours. , 'A certain man had two sons."

Verse 12. The younger son said to his father 
,,Father give me.""Give me, get me." That is what the mighty Samson demanded

from his father, to his undoing and that of his people. Self-
centredness and selfishness lie at the root of lostness. It typifies each
one of us. The young man's attitude was essentially cruel and callous!
His outlook was "I really wish you were dead, for then I would get my
inheritance. "

His heart was corrupt not only in its contenls but at its centre.
Christ opens up the human heart like the Great Surgeon He is, as He
speaks to His disciples "Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts,
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies"
(Matthew l5:19.) What a procession! What a possession! ,,Fither give
m e t t .

Verse 13. "He wasted his substance with riotous living."
We certainly know what riotous living is today. The far country is

very near these days! It is no hard thing to become shackled to
alcohol, drugs and wrong desires, or to any other sort of detrimental
or destroying habit in today's society. But any life that is lived outside
of living faith in Christ is prodigal living!

spiritual sins are no different from carnal offences! The pharisees
and Sadducees were prodigals of evil religious pride - that was the
trouble with the elder son. In one sense he was more lost than his
brother! He could not, and would not, rejoice with his father and the
angels of heaven over his returned and repentant brother! The
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religious Pharisees and Sadducees could see no fault in themselves,
nor in their attitudes or activities - not even in the presence of the
Spotless, stainless Son of God!

But, to the prodigal far away! He wasted his possessions. He could
not leave home and love quickly enough to indulge his lowest desires.
We live in a world reinforceci with policies of personal and social
expressionism - no holds barred! "Let the child express his internal
desires and impulse5" - n6 restraints! No Ten Commandments! We
make our own rules as we go along! That was the policy of Sodom and
Gomorrah Town Councils. We see the results all around us. We
recognise the characteristics of the FAR COUNTRY.

But there is the Divine Law, and responsibility to God, and these
must be reckoned with. "He wasted his substance with riotous
living. "

Verse 15. "He joined himself to a citizen of that country to feed
swine."

A citizen of the far country is unable to help the young man, for he
too is lost. Sadly, the young man wrenched himself from his father
and love, to join a swine owner and keeper.

What an exchange! Home ties for pig styes! He was now to learn
what to a Jew was repulsive and forbidden. Here is a drastic contrast
in his relationships and in his values. Now he had time to think and to
test the end of the road he had taken. "Sent into the fields to feed
swine." - to a Jew. next door to hell.

Verse 17. "He came to himself."
He came at last to see himself - and to know something about his

real self. It was no longer glamourous. It was really ugly, truly very
revolting. Why the change of outlook and viewpoint? He saw himself
in the light of God and by God's truth, by God's Spirit. He did not
blame his father, his home, his upbringing in Godliness. He come Io
himself and he blomed himself. Listen to his conclusion - "I have
sinned before heaven." That is the first step to sound attitudes and
right priorities. In other words it is called the path of repentance with
sorrow.

At home he had so often heard God's Word and learned God's law
and seen God's truth put into action. How much we need that today in
the home! It is missing in so many Christian homes. Where is the
Family Worship, Bible reading, Bible teaching conducted daily in our
Christian homes today?

We can see just how far we have got away from God and real vital
Christian faith. Both parents are full-time at work and the T.V. drums
out and so brings the "influence factor." As a people we shall pay
dearly for this sorry defection from Biblical ways, and our worship at
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:ht' altar of materialism. We must repent and
-ame to h imsel f . "

Verse 20. "His 
father saw him and ran to

J  lAd lV  
"

t85

put things r ight.  "He

him and received him

Whv did his father respond like that? The father received him
aecause of what was at the back of the return. After all the young man
:ould have come home to recuperate, to enjoy a rest from the rough
and turrrble of the far country - perhaps to have collected more cash
- and after a respite returned to his old haunts. But no! He had
passed through a transforming experience. He had truly repented of
his rebellious attitude before God and his father, for his wilful lostness
and disastrous doings. He freely confessed that he had no rights left,
and that all he could plead for was merciful consideration. The
approach now is:

l. "Father I have sinned before heaven."
2. "lhave also grievously offended against you."

The teaching of the essential nature of sin and repentance before
God as a primary matter, is often diluted in so many churches,
)ometimes almost missing. The first word in the message of John the
Baptist and of the Lord Jesus Christ and His Apostles was ,,REpENT
- for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand." ',His father received him
gladly."

Verse 24. "This, my son, was dead, and is alive agoin; he was lost
ond is found."

This youth who had been dead in trespasses and sins was now alive
ro God. The Spirit of God had changed him, transformed him
inwardly and outwardly, brought him from darkness to light, from
spiritual death to eternal life. He had been converted, born again and
saved of the Lord.

This wonderful activity and divine process is so fully described in
the Scriptures for us. we cannot be delivered from our transgressions
and sins by our own works, for with the best of men, at the best of
times, these works could never be godly enough. We can only be
released by the grace and mercy of God, and that by the merits of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. This process is pERSONIZ. There is
no impersonal religion in the Bible. The whole matter is between God
and my soul, and the only way is through the Lord Jesus Christ. Here
is the Good News for every man and women, boy and girl. All is
implicit in this moving parable, for we are all there, and all is
powerfully explained in the true Christian teaching of the Bible ,.This,
my son was dead, and is alive; he was lost and is found."

Verse 24. "And they began to be merry."
This parable does not reach its climax with the phrase used in the
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first two parables "There is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner who repents." Here it is "They began to be merry" -
but it is the same truth! Merry over what? Obviously over one sinner
repenting and coming back to God and to the father. So, over the lost
ones who are found by Christ there is joy in heaven and on earth. We
need much of that joy in our churches, and in our families and in our
lost world.

Application
But there was one who was angry. He would not go into the feast

and be glad. He had no joy, only contempt for the lost one who had
been found, for the dead one who had truly come to real life, to
spiritual life.

So in reality the elder brother was more lost in spirit than his
younger brother had been. It seems that he was permanently lost in the
home, lost in the very church as it were.

The Pharisees and Sadducees always looked on in enmity and
bitterness to the words and the works of Christ. They continually
sought circumstances in which to murder Him. ln His life and light,
their lives were shown to themselves and to others, to be a hollow
sham. They would not bend their evil pride, nor would they repent of
their false facade. They still live on today and oppose the effectual
work of the Gospel.

The ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ can never change. He still
comes to seek and to save that which is lost. This is still His great
mission, by His Spirit, in the world today.

His precious Blood was shed on Calvary to provide the only fount
of purging for sinners, who repent and receive Him.

This experience of coming to God the Father through Jesus Christ
the Son, is personal in the life and powerful in the soul. It is utterly
transforming, for the sinner is turned to make his way back to the
Father's Home.

May we each know Him in His saving, life-giving power.

The reason why many good men have a barren ministry is that they

speak from a clear head knowledge or from a past experience but not

from a present sight of the Lamb of God. Hence their words fall like a
shower of snow fair and beautiful but cold and freezing.

Robert Murray McCheYne
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A Cry from the Heart
"Have mercy upon me, O God." Psalm 5l:I

When Dr. Carey was suffering from a dangerous disease the
enquiry was made, "If this sickness should prove fatal what passage
rvould you select as the text for your funeral sermon?" He replied,
"Oh, I feel that such a poor sinful creature is unworthy to have
anything said about him; but if a funeral sermon must be preached, let
it be from the words, "Have mercy upon me, O God, according to
Thy lovingkindness; according unto the multitude of Thy tender
rnercies blot out my transgressions." In the same spirit of humility he
directed in his wil l that the following inscription and nothing more
should be cut on his gravestone:-

"WILLIAM CAREY, born August 17th,176l;
DIED

"A wretched, poor and helpless worm
On Thy kind arms I fall."

Only on the footing of free grace can the most experienced and most
honoured of the saints approach their God. The best of men are
conscious above all others that they are men at the best. Empty boats
float high, but heavily laden vessels are low in the water; mere
professors can boast, but true children of God cry for mercy upon
their unprofitableness. We have need that the Lord should have mercy
upon our good works, our prayers, our preachings, our almsgivings
and our holiest things. The blood was not only sprinkled upon the
doorposts of Israel's dwell ing houses, but upon the sanctuary, the
mercy-seat, and the altar, because as sin intrudes into our holiest
things, the blood of Jesus is needed to purify them from defilement. If
mercy be needed to be exercised towards our duties, what shall be said
of our sins? How sweet the remembrance that inexhaustible mercy is
waiting to be gracious to us, to restore our backslidings, and make our
broken bones rejoice!

C. H. Spurgeon
Morning & Evening Portions
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BOOK REYIEWS

The Lamb is all the Glory. Richard Brooks. The Book of
Revelation, in the Welwyn Commentary Series. Evangelical Press. Pp
217. f,4.95.

Richard Brooks, Pastor of York Evangelical Church, offers us a
Commentary that is practical, clearly written, and easy to understand.
The main purpose of the book of Revelation is to point to the glorious
victory that awaits those who follow the Lamb of God. A victory that
is not so much theirs as His. With the reader's sights focused steadily
on the Lord of Glory, the Revelation takes on a clear message for the
ordinary christian. It is no longer a book to be avoided as being full of
fantasy, mystery, and irrelevant religious theories.

And yet Mr Brooks, for all his grasp of the modern spiritual
approach to the Revelation, does not water down the practical and
historical applications. He gives us the strong meat of the Word, of
prophecy, and of outspoken comment on the many religious
movements of history and of our own times, which are deviations
from the Gospel of Grace. In the best sense, here is a portrayal of the
'full gospel' in its many aspects, understandable alike by scholar and
humble saint.

I would also like to add that this book bears all the marks of being
in the best style of modern expository preaching, - which in my
experience is the most fruitful of lasting spiritual results. There are
also useful Appendices on Christology, on the millennium, on books
for further reading, and the References from quotations in the text.

w.  J .  P .

Dual Heritage: The Bible and the British Museum. Norman S.
Prescott. 190 pp. Cortney Publications. Alton Rd. Luton. f7.95.

This fascinating book is an up-to-date version of Mrs. A. R.
Habershon's book, 1909, "The Bible and the British Museum". It
seeks to re-establish the faith of those whose belief in the veracity of
the Scriptures has been shaken by showing that the charges which are
brought against the Bible are untrue and unwarrantable. Mr. Prescott
in the narrative reveals his sincere attachment to the Authorised
Version.

The work is effectively a tour of the British Museum showing how
discoveries and exhibits from Bible lands demonstrate that the Old
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Testament narratives are in harmony with all that is really known of
the history of the world of those times.

The volume is written in a readable style and is well printed and
iilustrated. There is a useful bibliography and index. The book is of
great interest and should prove useful to teachers and students and the
ordinary reader al ike.

Mr. Prescott was encouraged to undertake the work by Lt. Col. K.
W. Sear, Gen. Secretary of SASRA and the author's profits will be
given to the work of that association and to Miss Daniel's Soldiers'
Homes.

R .  J .  L .  S .

The I Wills of Christ. P. B. power. Banner of Truth 3E2 pp. g2.g1.

P. B. Power was a Church of England clergyman in Victorian
England. He was clearly one of the good old evangelicals, and
apparently provoked sufficient opposition in respectable Worthing
where he was serving at the time, for the people to burn his effigy on
the esplanade!

P. B. Power comes through however in this work as one who has a
great love and desire for lost souls, and a pastor's heart for his flock.
The author does not seek to be exhaustive in this volume. but looks at
nine 'I Wills' of Christ, ranging from that of invitation (Matt. ll:2g)
to that of glorification (John t7:24).

The volume is devotional in the best sense, not sentimental. Instead.
the exposition is strong and powerful, and points to the living Christ
who was clearly the dynamic centre of the writer's own life. We
warmly commend this volume.

P.S.H.A.

The Life and Letters of Henry Martyn. John Sargent. The Banner
of Truth Trust. Pp 463. f3.50

The name and fame of Henry Martyn has been widely known for
almost two centuries amongst christians who have a vision for
missions. Generations of Cambridge students have known the ,,Henry
Martyn Hall", home of the Cambridge Intercollegiate Christian
Union, the Daily Prayer Meeting, and the Missionary Library, next
door to Holy Trinity Church in Market Street.

This volume by John Sargent was first published in I 8l 9, and is said
never to have been excelled by any other biographer. It is both a
missionary and devotional classic.



190 The Gospel Mogazine

Henrv Martyn had a bri l l iant career ar St John's College
Cambridge. where he won the highest mathematical honour as
"senior Wrangler" in 1801. The following year he won the first prize

for the best Latin prose composition. It was a result of his friendship
with Charles Simeon, that he decided to give himself to missionary
work.

Leaving Cambridge after ordination, he went to visit his relatives in
Cornwall, taking in his stride a walk through North Wales. His
journal gives interesting details of his visits to Wenlock, Holywell,
Caerwys, Aber (and the Falls), Bethgelert, Snowdon, Aberglaslyn,
and the Dovey.

Soon he r.r 'as given a chaplaincy under the East India Company,
which took him to Madras, Calcutta, and Dinapore. There he settled
down to work in translating the New Testament and the Prayer Book
into Hindustani, and teaching all who came to him.

After this he felt called to visit Persia, and whiie there he translated
the Psalms and the New Testament into Persian. With the Muslim
leaders he debated and vindicated the truths of christianity. In all his
work and witness he was faithful fo the principles of the Word of
God, in a way that is examplary for the ministry to-day. Asked if he
would baptise some who wished to follow Christ as teacher, without

renouncing the teaching of Mohammed, he answered, "No, they must
acknowledge Christ as God, before Baptism." His ministry in both
India and Persia was fruitful in many early converts'

I should l ike finally to mention the short closing section of the
book, which gives his letters to Miss Lydia Grenfell, - a most
intimate and delicate insight into the relationship of true christian love
and service.

We are grateful to the Banner of Truth Trust for this very attractive
volume, and pray that it wil l inspire many more to similar sacrif icial
service to the Gospel in our generation.

W .  J .  P ,

The Wrath of God. Eryl Davies. Evangelical Press of Wales. pp 68'

f  1 .40.

This is a timely statement of the biblical teaching of the wrath of

God. That is, to quote the author, "the controlled and permanent

opposition of (lod's holy nature to all sin." It is addressed primarily to

ministers and preachers of the gospel, because for several generations

now, the subject has been widely played down, if not entirely denied,
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and this has led to an unscriptural universalism more acceptable to the
natural man.

The book houever uould be usefully read by all Christians who
desire a simple explanation bf the scriptural reaching, on Ciod's wrath,
the final judgment, and the biblical words. Tartarus, Sheol, Hades,
Gehenna, Hell. Deviations frorn Scripture teaching such as
Universalism, Purgatory, and Second Probation, are also explained.
fhe evidence is rvidely based on the norks of early church Fathers, the
Puritans, and more modern theologians.

It is as sad truth, exemplif ied here, rhat the works of the Brit ish
Reformers seem to be beyond the acquaintance of many otherwise
ercellent modern writers. Yet those Reformers were the pioneers who
hammered out the biblical principles which the Puritans later so r.r,armly
enr iched'  

w.J.p.
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