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The Gospel Magazine

Editorial
The Holy Spirit is spoken of in the Scriptures under the emblems of a

Dove, Water, Fire, Wind, Oil, and Seal. Let us take the emblem of Wind
and see how fitting it is.

On the Day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit came as a rushing mighty wind.
The wind has tremendous power, especially when it is at gale force. It was
this that the disciples needed; prior to Pentecost they had life, knowledge
and love, but they were lacking in power until the Spirit was given. Then
their drive and power were such that they are described as those who turned
the world upside down (Acts 17:6).

The wind itselfcannot be seen, but the effects it produces are visible to
all. We see the trees being tossed, or the vessel being driven along, but
we do not see the actual wind. We cannot see the Holy Spirit, but if He
is present in a person's life it will be obvious. His presence is always proved
by results.

Again. the wind is a symbol of freedom. The Holy Spirit is Sovereign.
we cannot dictate or forecast His movement - see John 3:8. He fell upon
an Augustinian monk, Martin Luther, and through him shook Europe, thus
initiating the Reformation. He fell upon a humble tinker in Bedford gaol,
and he wrote the "Pilgrim's Progress" which has had a mighty influence
upon so many. In a later day He fell upon a cobbler in Kettering, William
Carey, and he became the pioneer of modern missions.
' 

The Holy Spirit came upon these men and they experienced His power
- a power which sent them out to shake the world. We live in discouraging
days, but there is no cause for despair; the Holy Spirit has not been
withdrawn, He is still mighty in His operations.

kt our prayer be -

"Life-giving Spirit, o'er us move,
As on the formless deep;

Give life and order, light and love,
Where now is death or sleep."

145
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Satan's attack repulsed
A sermon preached in Trinity Church, Buxton

"And in those days when the number of the disciples was multiplied,
there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because

their widows were neglected in the daily ministration." Aas 6:l

The Acts of the Apostles contains some very striking instances of the
frankness of Scripture. For instance, it records the treachery and the tragedy
of Judas and in very skilful words it almost draws a curtain over the end
and says of Judas "He went to his own place. " Then it goes on to describe
the first sin in the infant Church, the deceit and the duplicity of Ananias
and Sapphira. It does not miss out that incident. It puts it there for us to
see and to take warning from, and now we have the story of the first
dissension in the Church, "There arose a murmuring." There is no hiding
of the weak spots, and when you think of it, this is the Bible from beginning
to end, it does not touch up its most prominent characters. It tells you of
the failure of Abraham, of David, who is spoken of as a man after God's
own heart, but there we see David with his blemishes as well as all his
good points. Here in this text there is no hiding of the weak spots. There
was trouble in the Church and unless preventative measures had been taken
quickly it showed every sign of developing into a first class disturbance.
But we read of how the difficulties were overcome by frankness, by
willingness and love and the differences were set aside. Satan was unable
to drive a wedge into the Church.

Now we tend to forget, I think, that when we are engaged in God's service,
the devil is always on the war path. I am fully aware that many today do
not believe in his existence. How pleased he must be at that! There are
some within the ranks of the professing Church who profess not to believe
in him. They may speak of a principle of evil, but the Bible says he is a
person and he is very active, and these early christians knew who they were
up against. They knew that they were engaged in a spiritual warfare. Listen
to Paul when he is coming to the conclusion of his lrtter to the Ephesians.
He says, "Take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may stand against
the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against
principalities against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places." This is Paul's own testimony.
Going back to Ananias and Sapphira, when Peter confronted Ananias with
his sin and his duplicity, he said, "Why hath Satan f,rlled thine heart to
lie to the Holy Ghost?" He went back to the root cause. It was an activity
of the devil. So when you read through these chapters in the Acts of the
Apostles you cannot but be impressed that from the very moment of the
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birth of the infant church, Satan began to put forth his power against it.
You have Peter preaching on the Day of pentecost (and what a mirvellous
day that must have been) when Peter filled with the Holy Spirit stood up
unafraid before the multitudes and preached the Gospel and y-ou remember
how those who disagreed and did not like what he was preaching sought
to contradict it and said, "These men are filled with new wine - they are
drunk" and how well Peter countered it and said ..you have got it all *iorrg;
this is not the hour for drunkenness, it is nine o'clock in the mornins: this
is nothing but the finger of God. " But the devil was quite willing to eiplain
it away. And then you have Peter and John arrested and imprisoned and
told quite plainly not to preach at all in the Name of Jesus, and they said,"Our task is to preach the Gospel; we cannot listen to you; we have a higher
loyalty and a higher authority," and all the while the devil is againsithe
church seeking to silence its chief ministers and indeed to restrict and hinder
the work. Behind all these instances there was the devil. but in every case
his power was broken and blessing resulted.

Here in Acts 6 we want to notice first the devil's target. ..In those days"
we read, "there arose a murmuring." The devil's target. I think it is
important to say that the devil does not attack every Church. He does not
worry about the worldly church. He does not bother about the church tnat
only preaches what you might call a social gospel, where Biblical preaching
is seldom, if ever, heard. He leaves that church to its slumbers. But he
is very rnuch against the Church that seeks to proclaim the whole counsel
of God and he does it in various ways. How does he attack? For one thing
he attacks a growing Church. Do you notice it says about the number of
the disciples being multiplied? These, you see, were days of progress and
growth and expansion. There had been tremendous days ofingathering from
the day of Pentecost onwards. At Pentecost alone we read that three thousand
were swept into the church and a couple of chapters later, in Acts 4 the
number had gone up to 5,000. These were days of progress, days of
multiplication. As a result of this aggressive evangelism and fearless
preaching tremendous things were happening. Men and women were coming
to know Christ in a wonderful way, in a personal way; their souls were
being saved and the Church was being built up, and it is when that happens
that the devil gets extra busy. When the Church is growing rapidly then
that is the time to guard against the dangers; Satan will seek to get into
such a Church. He hates the Church to prosper. He will do all he possibly
can to resist and hinder its prosperity. It was a growing Church and therefore
merited the attack of Satan.

It was a praying Church. You get a glimpse of the importance that the
early Christians placed on prayer in two verses here. Look at v.4, the
Apostles say, "But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to
the ministry of the Word. " Then v.6, when they had settled on the deacons



148 The Gospel Magazine

they set them before the Apostles and "when they had prayed they laid
their hands on them."

You will find it a profitable exercise to go through the Acts of the Apostles
and to underline every reference to prayer and to the holding of prayer
meetings. This was a church the devil attacked, a church that prayed. Why?
Because prayer brings the possibility of victory and therefore it arouses
the interest of Satan and stirs him into action. Let a Church get down to
praying and Satan will do his utmost to thwart the work. William Cowper
in one of his hymns begins like this,

"What various hindrances we meet
In coming to the mercy seat"

and he goes on with those lines,
"Satan trembles when he sees

The weakest saint upon his knees."

This was the Church he was attacking - a growing Church - a praying
Church.

Notice, thirdly, it was a witnessing Church, vs. 7 & 8, "And the number
of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of
the priests were obedient to the faith. And Stephen, full of faith and power,
did great wonders and miracles among the people." Small wonder then
that Satan was on the offensive. No wonder he was aroused, that he was
on the attack, for as a result of their prayer and their witness the blessing
was effected; it was coming down upon them in copious showers. So it
is today; when a church is really active and preaching the devil will also
be active; he will not call an armistice; he will not go off to slumber; he
will be stirred to activity. This is the Church the devil was attacking; it
caused a murmuring.

A growing Church, a praying Church, a witnessing Church. But we need
to ask how does he attack? How does he get in to hinder the work? What
are the chinks in the armour he looks for? Well we need to say this, he
does not always come as a roaring lion, causing a tremendous upheaval
and overthrowing the work in one fell swoop. He usually comes as an angel
of light. He comes quietly and almost unsuspectedly, and that was his method
here. He came sowing seeds of discontent. He made the folk restive, critical,
jealous, as verse I puts it 'There arose a murmuring" or in other words
he causes an undercurrent in the Church and it is always dangerous when
there is an undercurrent. How devastating it can be and how subtle the devil
is and how destructive his work. He sows seeds of discontent, "There arose
a murmering." We need to beware of his tactics. There are Churches up
and down the land and further afield. on the mission field too where the
work is almost in ruin because of jealousy and envy and criticism and
undercurrents and how the devil reioices when he sows discontent. Do you
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remember Psalm 133? It begins, "How good and pleasant a thing it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity. " That is something the devil does not
like, he is soon sowing, if he can, seeds of discord.

Then another thing here, he tried to do his work by getting things out
of perspective. You remember the situation. God's servants were tempted
to be so occupied with secondary things that priorities were neglected and
so Peter and the rest said, "Well, our first and foremost task is to pray
and to preach the Gospel. We are to be the spiritual leaders of the Church"
but they were getting bogged down with very important but secondary
matters, and that in this case was the looking after the Benevolent Fund,
looking after the widows in the daily ministration. Now this was a very
legitimate work, for "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father
is to visit the fatherless and widow in their affliction. " We do have to look
after the widows and the poor and the destitute and those who are in trouble
of any kind. Do not let us minimise it. The Church can fail here, but the
trouble was that these secondary things, important as they were, were getting
out oforder. They were being given pride ofplace, and how easy it is for
a Church to be so busy with secondary things that first things are neglected.
The devil is quite delighted when we are overwhelmed with work. He does
not mind if it is good work so long as it is not the main work, and so things
were getting out of perspective. They were terribly busy and the temptation
was to neglect that which should be first and foremost. Bishop Taylor Smith
was a great one for little mottoes and rhymes and one of his mottoes from
college days was this, ''Beware of the barrenness of a busy life. " We do
well to think about that. We can be so busy running here, going there, doing
this, doing that and in the end achieve very little and sometimes in running
hither and thither we are almost doing the devil's work. We need to get
our priorities sorted out.

Here are some of the ways he devises - sowing seeds of discord, by
getting things out ofperspective and notice, thirdly, by engineering strong
opposition to the Gospel. Look at verse 9, "Then there arose certain of
the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and
Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing
with Stephen. ' ' He got up the opposition of these groups which were strongly
opposed to Stephen, but why did Satan stir up such opposition? Because
Stephen was exercising such a mighty Spirit filled ministry. But the devil
overstepped himself, as he often does. It is true that Stephen was martyred
but as a result ofhis splendid witness and his fearless death Saul ofTarsus,
the arch-persecutor of the Church was convicted and converted, and the
old saying is true that the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.
The devil engineered the opposition, but the Lord overruled. When we think
of our contemporary situation we ask why is there so little opposition today?
I know there is opposition in certain parts of the world in Russia and parts

I
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of China and other places, but is it because in this country we are at ease.
We have not the same courage and forthrightness and perhaps faithfulness
and perhaps not the same anointing of the Spirit that these early christians
had. But how then may the devil be thwarted?

I want to look again at this chapter and you will see three factors which
accounted for the fury of Satan when he tried to drive a wedge into the
early Church. You remember the point at issue was looking after the widows
in the daily ministration, and so these leaders said, "We will appoint seven
deacons." The first key- here is spiritual administration. I want you to
notice that the seven deacons were chosen, not because oftheir popularity
or their seniority or even their ability, but for their spirituality, because
God's work can be made or marred; it can be advanced or retarded by the
quality of the men who are put into office. Notice v.3. They were to seek
out from among them seven men of honest report, that is, men of good
reputation, and I think the thought here is not only a good reputation in
the Church, important as that may be, but a good reputation generally. You
know it is possible to have a good reputation in the Church and to have
a bad one in the office or in the shop, in the neighbourhood. "Men of good
report," good all-rounders, if you like. Then they were to be fi.rll of wisdom,
men of discernment, men of tact, and it has to be admitted that some people
appear to be born tactless. But they were to seek out men of discernment,
but above all, they were to seek out men full of the Holy Ghost. This was
the supreme qualification; the fruit of the Spirit must be evident in their
lives. These were the qualities they looked for, and how important they
are, and thank God for the Church where there is a Spirit-filled minister
and wardens and elders, whatever they may be called, and teachers, and
those who are office bearers. This is the strength of any Church, spiritual
administration.

And then you notice there was earnest intercession. Look at vs. 4-6
and in the last analysis the one and only way of defeating the tactics of the
devil is by prayer. Satan is mighty, certainly, but God is Almighty and when
we pray we touch infinite resources. Do you remember James when he says,
"The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. " It is true,

"Satan trembles when he sees,
The weakest saint upon his knees."

because that weakest saint will draw power from on High.
There is another thing to notice. There was spiritual administration and

there was earnest intercession, and shall we call it holy demonstration.
Look at the last verse of the chapter, "And all that sat in the council, looking
stedfastly on Stephen, saw his face as it had been the face ofan angel."
Stephen was hated, he was threatened, he was provoked and how did he
react? They could not help taking notice of him, "All that sat in the council
looked stedfastly on him. " They could not take their eyes off of him because
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"they saw his face as it had been the face of an angel." How do we react
when we are provoked or slighted or hurt or overlooked? Do we have the
face of an angel or do we get upset or angry or let off steam as we say?
What tremendous self control Stephen had. He did not fly off the handle,
as we might say. He had a calmness all his own and they could not help
taking knowledge of him that he had been with Jesus. Surely the biggest
obstacle in the pathway of the devil is a gentle, loving, tender, sympathetic,
humble Christ-like spirit, so it could be said of Stephen as of others that
they took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus. That is how
the devil's tactics were met and how his attack was repulsed. "In those
days there arose a murmuring", and so the hymn challenges us,

"Soldiers of Christ arise
And put your armour on
Strong in the strength which He supplies,
Through His eternal Son.

Strong in the Lord of Hosts
And in His mighty power,

Who in the strength of Jesus trusts
Is more than conqueror."

There arose a murmuring but God ovemrled it all and good came out of it.
May we have grace to heed and beware, remembering that "these things

were written aforetime for our learning" and that the devil is not dead.
He is not asleep; he is not inactive; he goes about "as a roaring lion seeking
whom he may devour, whom resist stedfast in the faith."

May we indeed be stedfast in the faith, that "faith once delivered to the
saints," Amen.

M.H.

The Thomas Charles Institute
The Thomas Charles Institute is being set up under the auspices of the

Evangelical Movement of Wales to encourage research into Biblical
Christianity within Wales.

The Institute will be launched during the week 1l-15 July 1988; a Summer
School being an integral part of the launching. The programme will include
three addresses by Prof. Douglas Kelly (USA) and a public lecture on
Thomas Charles by Dr. R. Tudur Jones (Bangor).

Full details can be obtained from The Evangelical Movement of Wales,
Bryntirion, Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan. CF3l 4DX.

1 5 1
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MacKENZIE

NOW IS THE TIME

, i
Is your life ruled by the clock? The alarm goes off at half past seven,

telling you it is time to get up even if you do still feel tired. The school
bell rings to hurry you along to the classroom. Mother calls to you "It's

time for dinner." Dad says, "Isn't it time you were in bed?" Even if our
clock or watch stops, time still marches on. There is a set time for us to
do some activities. In school we have to keep to a timetable. If our working
lives are to run smoothly, we must do things at the right time.

One thing we can be sure of is that NOW is the right time to seek the
Lord. In the book of Hosea we read "It is time to seek the Lord". Isaiah
tells us to "seek the Lord while he may be found and call upon him while
he is near". It is not wise to put this important matter off until another
time. We have no guarantee that we will be living in a week's time or even
in an hour.

A preacher in Chicago many years ago earnestly urged his hearers to
consider their salvation. "Go home and pray about it," he said. But that
night there was a huge fire in Chicago and many of the congregation did
not reach their homes. "Never again," said the preacher, "will I tell people
to go home and think about this great question later. The only time we are
sure of is NOW."

"Now is the accepted time; behold now is the day of salvation." (2
Corinthians 6.2)

One question that concerns us sometimes is "Will I have enough time?"
Perhaps at the end of an examination you hear the words "Put your pens
down. Time's up. " Whether you are finished or not, you must stop. If you
had sat doing nothing for half an hour in the middle of the exam, you would
still not be given any more time at the end. We must use the allotted time
when we have it. We must follow Jesus' example and work while it is day,
"for the night comes when no man can work."

We have to be careful about time if we have a bus or a train to catch.
No point in arriving at2.20p.m. to catch the 2.15p.m. bus. That would
be too late. Jesus tells us a story about ten young women going to a wedding.
Five were wise and brought plenty of oil in their lamps and so were ready
to go into the wedding with the bridegroom when he came. The other five
were foolish. They did not bring enough oil for their lamps so they had
to go at the last minute to the merchant to buy some more. While they were
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away the bridegroom arrived and the five wise girls went in to the wedding
feast with him. when the five foolish girls returned with their oil, the door
was firmly shut. They were too late. Jesus was teaching the lesson of the
importance of being ready for death and eternity. Do not be foolish and
leave these important matters until it is too late.

When Paul was urging Felix to attend to his salvation, He put it off until
another time. "When I have a convenient season, I will send for vou "
But he never did.

No matter how many times you have been asked to trust in Jesus,
remember that one time will be the last time.

QUrZ
we are told the actual time of day when some incidents in the Bible took

place.

l. When did the light from heaven shine on paul on the road to
Damascus? (Acts 22.6)

2. When did the Lord smite the firstborn in the land of Egypt?
(Exodus 12.29)

3. When was Jesus crucified? (Mark 15.25)
4. When did Jesus sit on Jacob's well in Samaria? (John 4.6)
5. When did Cornelius see a vision? (Acts 10.3)
6. When did Jesus walk on the water? (Matthew 14.25)
7. When did the fever leave the nobleman's son? (John 4.52)
8. When were the last group of labourers hired to work in the

vineyard? (Matthew 20.6)
9. When did two of the disciples go to see where Jesus dwelt?

(John 1.39)

Musings in Machen
W. J. PARKER (Colwyn Bay)

The aim of a book reviewer is to describe the book, its subject, and author;
to assess his hndings; and then to commend or condemn. But in his reading
he may come across many gems of value which cannot be passed on, in
the review. In this spirit I offer these musings in Machen, as perhaps pointers
for deeper thought.

Education. The value and influence of christian education and culture
is immense. "When John Gresham Machen was born. he entered a home
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ofdevout christian faith, ofa high level ofculture and social slinding, and

of a considerable degree of prosperity. Both parents were persons of strong

character and extraordinary intellectual and spiritual endowments. These
qualities and interests were blended in generous portions in his own
personality. ' '

John Hopkins University. "There was a single faculty, and the
Professors who attracted brilliant students like... also bore part of the
responsibility for undergraduate instruction. It was felt that the presence

of a large number of graduate scholars would tend to develop earnestness
and scholarly devotion among the younger students."

German Liberalism. For his final student year, Machen went to Europe
to travel. He spent a term at Marburg. Dr Hermann was Professor of
Dogmatics, a follower of Ritschl. "Later Machen was to see that the 'Christ'

to whom Hermann was fervently devoted never really existed, and that
religious experience is not, as such, self-validating." Later he said: "The

Germans are very tolerant about little questions like the person of Christ,
but when it comes to the outward form of religion, they are more intolerant
than the most bigoted of the orthodox. "... ''The religious importance of

the difference between the so-called 'modern theology' and the orthodox
theology... affected the very essence of christianity."

Billy Sunday-Evangelist. The Northern Presbyterian Church elected a
liberal as President. Bill Sunday, the evangelist went to Princeton to conduct
a Mission in the university Hall. There was a great liberal outcry, but the

audiences were huge. Princeton Seminary invited him to speak to the

students.. For this they too were attacked. Shortly after Machen delivered
two lectures, "The Authority of the Bible", and "The Virgin Birth" which

were seminal for his later books.
Effects of the Great War. Machen went to Europe with the Y.M.C.A.

and the American Forces. He was critical of the church's stance. "The

church was saying, 'You men are very good. We commend Jesus to you

who also was very good. Continue now to follow His example.' That
preaching is useless. You can't call the righteous to repentance." The

sentimentalism of the first War brought other errors into the church, one

of which was the sentimental desire to pray for the departed. This is contrary

to all New Testament teaching. Faith accepts the Gospel promises and results

in thanksgiving.
Liberalism in England. Principal Chadwick wrote of it, "By the liberals

religion is reduced to the terms of the kindergarten, symbolism and emotion.
Religion cannot be separated from theology, and theology does not call for
great learning, but it does demand hard, honest thinking. Professor Machen

contends for catechetical instruction and the objective validity of the creeds."

Fundamentalism. Dr Machen wrote, "Fundamentalism is the only means

of checking the spiritual decadence of our age." Dr Stonehouse writes,



71te Gospel Magazine 155

"This evaluation was based upon his analysis of the biblical doctrine of
history, of sin, and salvation, and of society and the individual. christianity
is not a kind of sweet reasonableness based on confidence in human
goodness, but it begins with the consciousness of sin, and grounds its hope
in the regenerating power of the Spirit of God.',
Psychology. It is only a caricature to say that religion is merely an escape
from unpleasant prospects. If religion were based merely on humin emotions
that might be the case, but christianity is based on God,s revelation, which
is objective, and real. So Machen writes, "Christianity must place itself
squarely in opposition to the soul killing collectivism which is threatening
to dominate our social life; it must provide the individual soul with a secret
place of refuge from the tyranny of psychological experts; it must fight the
great battle for the liberty of the children of God."

Princeton and westminster. Dr Machen wrote of the princeton Seminarv
and "the stand for the full truth of the Bible as the Word of God, and for
the vigorous defence and propagation of the Reformed calvinistic system
of doctrine, which is the system of doctrine that the Bible teaches. ' ' However
the Seminary was brought under the control of the church and lost its
flavour. The mantle then fell on those who left and founded the westminster
Theological Seminary, which became independent. At this point in the story
in l93l J. G. Machen was called to higher service, having fought a good
fight in faith.

1588 - 1688 -- 1988
THE TRUSTEES OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE at their Meeting in

London on 25th May 1988 welcomed the opportunity to celebrate this year
several great Anniversaries reminding us of events which, under God,
secured the Protestant Reformed religion and civil liberties for our nation
and trust that the Churches will take this opportunity to give thanks to
Almighty God for these blessings and revive the appreciation of them in
our midst.
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The Deliverance of England
Philip Doddridge wrote "A Hymn to praise God for the deliverance of

England from the plots of Rome in 1588, 1605 and 1688".

Praise to the Lord, Whose mighty hand
So often revealed hath saved our land;
And, when united nations rose,
Hath shamed and scourged our haughtiest foes.

1588

When mighty navies frorn afar
To Britain wafted floating war,
His breath dispersed them all with ease,
And sunk their terrors in the seas.

1605

Princes and priest again combined
New chains to forge, new snares to twine;
Again our gracious God appeared
And broke their chains, and cut their snares,

I 688

Obedient winds at His command
Conveyed deliverance to our land; :
The sons of Rome with terror viewed,
And took their flight when none pursued

Such great deliverance God hath wrought,
And down to us salvation brought;
And still the arc of guardian heaven
Secures the bliss itself hath given.

In Thee we trust, Almighty Lord!
Continued rescue to afford;
Still be Thy powerful arm made bare,
For all Thy servants' hopes are there.
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Charlotte Elliott (1739-1871)
ISA. A. BUCKLEY (Leyburn, Yorkshire)

Miss Charlotte Elliott is best remembered today for her lovely hymn '.Just

as I am. " It has been a means of blessing to many down throughih" y"urr.
This lady was born on March 18th. 1789, a member of a warm, loving,
Christian family. She had a goodly heritage. Her grandfather was the Rev.
Henry Venn, and her uncle the Rev. John Venn of Clapham. Two of her
brothers were also ministers of the Gospel.

Miss Elliott was a most gifted and charming person, and her musical,
artistic and poetical gifts made her a welcome friend and companion. She
had a great love ofnatural beauty, and this deepened as she came to know
the Creator as her Heavenly Father in the Lord Jesus Christ.

From her early years she suffered a great deal of ill-health and was more
or less an invalid, spending a good deat of time in quiet seclusion: This
did not prevent her from undergoing severe trials and temptations, and at
one time, a period of great spiritual darkness. This was caused, in some
measure through the influence of some who denied the truth of Scripture.
But God was preparing her for His gracious blessings, and for the work
He had planned for her to do.

On May gth 1822, Miss Elliott met for the first time Dr. Caesar Malan
of Geneva. x It was he, under God, who led her to trust in Christ and His
Word. So she came to life and peace in believing, and from that time, until
his death 40 years later he wrote regularly to Charlotte and her sister Eleanor.

One such letter remains to us. It is a gem, worthy of being printed in
full. Here are some extracts

"The love of the Lord is over all His works: His compassion is higher
than the heavens. He forgets not any of His promises. He is faithful.
Dear friends, one look, silent but continuous and faithful at the cross
of Jesus, is better, is more efficacious than all beside.

But Jesus remains the same above this gloomy ignorance, this
culpable wandering. Jesus whose name is Saviour Jesus who does not
watch a wretched soul to condemn and destroy it, but to draw it to
Himself, and to restore its life by pardoning all.

Dear Eleanor, give Christ a sacrifice, a whole sacrifice - do not
keep back any part of your heart. Dear Charlotte, cut the cable, it
will take too long to unloose it; cut it, it is a small loss; the wind
blows and the ocean is before you - the Spirit of God, and eternity. "

Dr. Malan encouraged them to rest on God's Word alone, and he advised
Charlotte to lay aside all other reading for a time and confine herself to
Holy Scripture. This she did to her great help and blessing, and was thus
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prepared for her future work. For more than 25 years she was to be Editor
of "The Christian Remembrancer Pocket Book", choosing the themes and
verses of Scripture and often writing some verse of poetry in tune with the
message. For the rest of her long life her pen was used for God's glory
and the blessing and benefit for others. Many trials and sorrows came to
this dear lady. She was continually learning lessons of faith and trust in
her Saviour and Lord.

During her later years it became her custom, each morning and evening,
to repeat some suitable verses ofScripture to herself. These she called her
morning and evening "ladders."

As she advanced in years we are told that those around her noticeo
"her deep love of Scripture and rich enjoyment of all its precious
truths; her earnest resistance to all error; her bringing all to the
standard of the Divine Word, her abiding love to the Name and person
of Jesus. Her simple reliance on the word and work of Christ. FIe
had done all for her. He had promised all to her. "

Unable to attend public worship, she wrote:
"My Bible is my Church. It is always open, and there is my High
Priest ever waiting to receive me. There I have my confessional, my
thanksgiving, my psalms of praise, a field of promises, and a
congregation of whom the world is not worthy - prophets and
apostles, and martyrs and confessors - in short, all I can want I there
find. "

On her 8lst birthday Miss Elliott wrote to her sister
"I feel that so great an age as mine requires three things - great faith,

great patience, and great peace."
On September 22nd 1871 this beautiful, godly old lady passed gently into

the presence of her beloved Lord.
The following words show how deeply she had drunk at the well of

Scriptural truth, how strong was her trust in, and love to her Saviour. May
we follow on to know the Lord as she did.

Christ Alone our Priest
CHARLOTTE ELLIOTT (1789-I 871)

I need no other priest
Than my High Priest above;

His intercession ne'er has ceased
Since first I knew His love;

Through that my faith shall never fail,
Not e'en when passing death's dark vale

I need no other book
To guide my steps to heaven,

Than that on which I daily look, .

By God's own Spir i t  g iven.
And this, when He illumes our eyes,
Unto salvation makes us wise.
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I need no other plea .4,
With which to approach my God.

Than His own mercy, boundless, free,
Through Christ on man bestowed,

A Father's love, a Father's care,
Receives and answers every prayer.

I need no human ear
In which to pour my prayer,

My Great High Priest is ever near,
On Him I cast my care,

To Him, Him only, I confess
Who can alone absolve and bless,

I need no works, by me
Wrought with laborious care,

To form a meritorious plea
Why I heaven's bliss should share;

Christ's finished work, through boundless grace
Has there secured my dwelling place.

I need no prayers to saints,
Beads, relics, martyrs' shrines-

Hardships 'neath which the spirit faints,
Yet  st i l l  sore burdened pines:

Christ's service yields my soul delight,
Easy His yoke, His burden light.
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I need no holy oil
To anoint my lips in death;

No priestly power my guilt to assoil,
And aid my parting breath;

I-ong since those words bade fear to cease,
'Thy faith hath saved thee - go in peace.'

I need no human prop
In that last awful strife:

Christ is my Refuge-Christ my Hope.
My way, my truth, my life!

On His own promise, rely,
He that believeth ne'er shall die.

I need no priestly mass
No purgatorial fires,
My soul t' anneal, my guilt to efface,

When this brief life expires,
Christ died my eternal life to wrn-
His blood has cleansed me from all sin.

I need no other dress,
I urge no other claim,

Than His unspotted righteousness;
In Him complete I am-

Heaven's portals at that word fly wide,
No passpon do I need beside.

The notes on Miss Elliott are all taken from a Memoir written bv her
sister.

*Dr. Caesar Malan.

When Robert Haldane made his God-inspired visit to Geneva from 1816-1817,
Dr. Malan was already a minister. Under Haldane's preaching and teaching he
entered into the fullness of the truth of the Gospel of God's dear Son. "Once

more", we are told "the Gospel of God's grace was heard from Calvin's pulpit. "
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"l Pray"
A Sermon

Preached at Troy, New York, U.S.A. on Wednesday Evening
July 3lst 1895 by THOMAS BRADBURY,

Minister of Grove Chapel, Camberwell.

"And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in
knowledge and in all judgment." Phil.l:9.

The Apostle of the Gentiles was a man of prayer. Hearrfelt communication
with heaven, and communion with God, to him were vital realities. From
the moment when he lay in felt spiritual darkness at Damascus, and the
Master said to Ananias concerning him, "Behold, he prayeth" to the time
of his departure at Rome to be with Christ, prayer was his daily delight.
"In everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, (he made)
known his requests to God." In all places and under all circumstances his
heart was engaged with the throne of the Majesty on high. This is part of
the spiritual panoply he so graphically describes in Ephesians 6:11-18,
"Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints." He prayed
for himself that he might act, speak, look, think and feel as became a member
of the body of Christ, a redeemed servant of so glorious a Redeemer, and
one called to so honourable a dignity as ambassador of the King of Glory.
He carried every friend he had to the throne of the heavenly grace, and
would have each and all to share with him the privileges of the Father's
household and the love of the Father's heart.

"The care of all the churches" lay deep in his affections, and that care
he cast upon Him, Who alone was able to bear it. Let us look at a few
instances of the Apostle's concern for the spiritual welfare of those to whom
he wrote his epistles. Turn with me to Romans l:9-12 "For God is my
witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the Gospel of His Son, that without
ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers; making request, if
by any means now at length, I might have a prosperous journey by the will
of God to come unto you. For I long to see you, that I may impart unto
you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; that is, that I
may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and
me. " This has been the experience of my own heart in leaving my home,
crossing the wide Atlantic to preach the Gospel to you. May the blessed
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Spirit distribute some rare spiritual gifts and covenant blessings to your
edification and establishment in the truths of the Gospel. Then notice his
heartfelt desire for, and loving remembrance of, his betoved philippians,
"I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer
of mine for you all making request with joy, for your fellowship in the
Gospel, from the first day until now. " It was the Apostle,s delighi to bear
those to whom he ministered upon his heart, and in his prayers before the
Lord. The spirit of this epistle proves that if ministers and their people strove
more in prayer one for another there would be less strife and contention
in the churches. Paul remembered all the Philippian saints always in every
time of access to the throne. The Lord graciously move our hearts in the
same direction.
. Now here we may notice the poverty of language and coldness of spirit

characterising our prayers, when contrasted with the sublimity of expression
and glow of heavenly heat running through the Spirit-wrought aspirations
of our beloved Apostle. In the contemplation of them we may well hide
our diminished heads for very shame. From height to height of spiritual
knowledge and devotion he ascends until he is lost in the mysteries of God
as revealed in the Person of Jesus Christ.

I would also have you come with me to the prayer recorded in Ephesians
3, 14-21. Here we see the Apostle ascending to God's fulness of grace and
glory, while we lie grovelling in the dust. He looks upon every blessing
of the covenant as God's free grant, not according to our faith, works,
repentance or prayers, but according to the glorious riches of the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. May the Lord teach us how to pray, and
for what to supplicate His Sacred Majesty.

We may now linger upon the profitable subject of prayer, and while we
ask ourselves what it really and scripturally is, also beg of its gracious
Author, God the ever blessed Spirit, to give us a right judgment in so
important a matter. Souls destitute of this heavenly exercise are dead in
sin. Yet living souls frequently lament their lack of a prayerful spirit. Even
that inward praying of which Paul could write for our encouragement,
"Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities for we know not what we
should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for
us with groanings which cannot be uttered. " Here we have a praying man
acknowledging his helplessness and infirmity - his ignorance and incapaciry
- his inability to express his griefs and groanings at the throne of the
heavenly grace.

Creature inability in prayer is illustrated profusely in God's blessed Book.
Listen to the complaint of the patient patriarch, Job, "My stroke is heavier
than my groaning." The hypocrite's groaning is heavier than his stroke.
Notice the complaints of the Psalmist "I pour out my soul in me." "I am
so troubled that I cannot speak. " ''I am shut up, and I cannot come forth. "
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Mark well the deep exercises of the heart of the weeping prophet, "He

hath hedged me about, that I cannot get out. He hath made my chain heavy.
Also when I cry and shout, He shutteth out my prayer... Thou hast covered
Thyself with a cloud, that our prayer should not pass through... I called
upon Thy name, O Lord, Out of the low dungeon. Thou hast heard my voice;
hide not thine ear at my breathing, at my cry."

These are proofs sufficient that true prayer flourishes not in the heart
that knows not its plague, grief or sore. The convinced sinner cries for
mercy. The spiritual prisoner sighs for deliverance. The wounded warrior
groans for relief. The weary pilgrim longs for home. The worn-out rebel
pleads for reconciliation.

What is the true prayer?

What is our own personal heartfelt experience of it? One who is now
safe at home where prayer is hushed in praise, once said to me, "Prayer

is just asking God for what I want. If I am walking by the way and a sense
of need steals over me, I sigh, 'Lord Jesus, supply this want. Blessed
Saviour, minister to my necessity.' I cannot mock God with meaningless
words. " Another now in glory once said in my hearing, "Prayer is in the
inward movement of God the Holy Ghost in the heart of elect sinners,
creating longings and desires for those blessings which God afore designed
to give." That is a sweet word I met with long years ago, "Prayer is the
Holy Ghost ascending by the very same way in which He descended, even
through the rent veil of the crucified body of Jesus, with the story of my
burden, the story of my conflicts, the story of my anxieties, the story of
my fears, of my distresses, of my emptiness, of my wants, that all may
be supplied from the fulness of God's right hand." That is prayer. And
we must ever remember that God-breathed prayer is free from selfishness.
The prayer of the Pharisee is with himself, for himself, all about himself,
while the frequenter ofthe blood-sprinkled mercy seat is concerned about
the glory of the Father, the exaltation of the Son, the honour of the Spirit,
and the welfare of the loved of the Lord.

This we fail not to discover is the spirit of the Apostle breathed in the
prayer before us. Look at it, "And this I pray, that your love may abound
yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment." He was very
solicitous concerning the love of those whom he loved in the Lord. Look
at those two words, "your love. " The persons to whom he wrote were loving
and lovable in the Apostle's estimation. They were loved of God and they
loved Him in return, and loving Him Who had begotten them to life and
glory, they also loved those who were begotten of Him. Paul received ample
proof of this in their fellowship with him in the Gospel from the first day
they felt its power through his ministration. He lived in their heart and they
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lived in his. Here let us enquire, what is love? It is literally, reaching. Hence
the love of the text is the reaching forth of the heart after the possession
and enjoyment of God and His people. It denotes affectionate attachment
and yearning for association and communion with the saints in God, and
God in the saints. The unregenerate are utterly destitute of this most gracious
favour. They are without God - they know Him not - they desire Him
not - they hate Him.

However undesirable this may be to the ears of many, it is painfully true.
In the heart of every sinner not born of God, and in whom Christ dwells
not as the hope of glory, not one thought of love to the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ can be found. Their mind is ''enmity against God. "
"Hating one another" is a prominent feature. They desire not the knowledge
of His ways. The society of the saints is anything but desirable to them,
while the Gospel of Christ is treated as rank folly. This state is clearly
revealed all through the Book of God, but it is never known, felt or confessed
until quickening and convincing grace is experienced by the sovereign power
of God the Holy Ghost. None can know the irritability and hostility of the
natural man to the things of God in covenant oneness with His people, but
those who possess and enjoy His reconciling love. Reconciliation implies
difference, disagreement, distance and hostilify. Now all this is true in man
apart from the great Reconciler. Indeed, the very fact that God is the
Reconciler is proof positive that man is at enmity with God. Each statement
of reconciliation in the Gospel of the atonement is the revelation of God
reconciling rebellious sinners to Himself by Jesus Christ. Oh, how my heart
grieves and my soul abhors itself in the view of the reconciling work of
my Surety and Saviour in Gethsemane and upon Calvary, while my heart
admires and adores a God of everlasting and unchanging love.

ttYour LoYett

Whose love? That of those beloved of God who can say truthfully, "We

love Him because He first loved us. " Here the old truth is seen and admired
in all its beauty, "God is love." His designs in the eternal counsels and
in His everlasting covenant were the outflowings of His heart which never
knew a shade of anger toward His own elect in Christ Jesus. His thoughts
were and are all love toward them. Words fail to describe the love of our
covenant Father to us, His most unworthy and rebellious children. Look
at John 3:16. "God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life." Turn also to I John 4:9. "In this was manifested the love of
God toward us, because that God sent His only begotten Son into the world,
that we might live through Him." Again in I John 3:l we read, "Behold,

what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God." Such is His love that He comes Himself, and says
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to the anxious heart ofevery one of His eternally loved sons and daughters,
"Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with
lovingkindness have I drawn thee. " Who can resist the aboundings of love
like this?

Notice the love of Jesus to those whom the Father gave to Him in covenant
before all worlds. He knew what that gift would cost Him in suffering,
agony and death, yet such was His love that He willingly and eagerly
received it from the hands of His Father as the prize and treasure of His
heart. His love was real and unmixed, active and operative, in spite of all
our weaknesses, failures and falls. Whatever may be the grovelling or
waywardness of His church Christ will never yield His rightful and loving
obligation to save, shield, succour and secure her to eternal glory. From
the brightness of heaven to hell's dark gloom He descended to raise us to
the transcendant glories of His Father's presence. His love is wonderful,
surpassing all finite conception. We can only know it as He reveals Himself
to us in His acts of tenderness and love. How blessed to know that He cannot
be anything but love to those with whom He associated Himself in covenant
long before this world had a being. He loved the Church and gave Himself
for it, to separate it from evil, cleanse it from all uncleanness and present
it to Himself a glorious Church, spotless, fadeless, holy and without blemish.
Now this is known by every individual member of the Church and confessed,
as in the case of Paul, "the Son of God loved me and gave Himself for
me. " How blessed it is to know that He has the means for the preservation
of our love to Him in His own hands. I know it is so, for in His own time
and way He says to my heart, "Lovest thou Me?" With all the weakness
and coldness of my love, I dare not say, No.

The Love of the Spirit

And here we must not forget the love of the Holy Spirit. But we do forget
Him, yet, bless Him, He never forgets those whom He once quickens and
indwells. What should we know of the Father's love and of our heavenly
relationship were it not for Him? What should we know of a Saviour's love
and blood and salvation but for His sweet Spirit's witness and seal? We
hear something of the love of the Father and the love of the Son, but the
love of the Holy Ghost seems to be altogether forgotten. The love of the
Father is great as it shines forth in our election. The love of the Son is
wonderful, as it is revealed in sin-bearing and enduring the judgment due
to the sins of God's elect. But the love of the Spirit is marvellous, when
we think of His dwelling in such vile sinners as we know ourselves to be.
Think of it for a moment. The pure, the blessed Holy Ghost making these
vile bodies His temple, a place where He is worshipped and glorified, while
our astonished hearts crv out at times. "Can ever God dwell here?" Do
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we love the Father and the Son? It is "because the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us."

It is by the love of the Spirit that we love one another as the loved children
of the Father, and this, I believe, Paul specially refers to in the text, "And

this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more." Then look
at the Apostle's request to the Roman saints in Romans 15:30: "Now I
beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love
of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for
me. " Love to the Spirit of Love, or, to the Loving Spirit, always inspires
a prayerful spirit in those whom the Lord the Spirit loves, and that for one
another. See how clearly this is set forth by the beloved disciple, "We know
that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the bethren. He
that loveth not his brother abideth in death. " Love to the brethren of Christ
because of the love of Christ discovered to them, is a sure evidence of
deliverance from spirinral death and separation from association with Cain's
inhuman brood. This is not love to a clique, but is as expansive and extensive
as the range of God's election - to the ends of the earth - wherever one
of Zion's innumerable throng is to be found. Notice the bubbling up of Paul's
heart with the enjoyment and exercise of this grace, "We give thanks to
God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since
we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to
all the saints. ' ' This was not love to some of the saints of the same colour,
hue or shade ofexperience or opinion, butto all the saints, because they
were included in the same election, secured in the same redemption and
living in the same regeneration. Love to the children of God, simply because
they are the children of the same Father, brethren of the same Saviour,
subjects of the same sovereign Spirit, is an unmistakable sign of our standing
in the family of God.

The Apostle's love to the Philippian saints was passionate and sincere,
intense and hearty, "in the bowels of Jesus Christ." Not in his natural
spasmodic frames and feelings, but in the unfeigned affections of his God
and Saviour, which are ever the same. There is no love so strong, no
affection so endearing, no relationship so close down here as that existing
between the ministers of Christ and those born of God through their ministry.
Paul knew this - I know it - many of you know it, and feel it too as
the honoured names of Henry Bellinger and Nathan Austen Fish are brought
to your remembrance by the Lord the Spirit, the covenant Remembrancer.
Paul desired it according to the order of the inward and spiritual kingdom
of God, which is never at a standstill, never stagnant, but progressive. He
prays for growth, proficiency, maturity and perfection. Without the latter
the love would be merely human, transitory, fleeting. Paul prayed according
to God's purpose of grace, because he was a gracious predestinarian.
Predestinating love produces prayer. Loving prayer will be answered in
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predestined glory. The Apostle was very desirous for the root of all graces
to show itself forth in abundant fruit. To him the Philippians had given many
proofs of their love, and he would have them "to increase and abound in
love one toward another. "

No doubt Paul knew the word of the Master, "the love of many shall
wax cold, " but we are sure he felt the truth of it in the case of Demas and
many in Asia Minor. Defection in this grace was reproved by a loving
Saviour in the case of the Ephesians who left their first love. Now Paul
was most anxious that the practical love of the beloved in Christ should
not diminish like a rivulet in time of drought, but flow on and increase as
a rising stream, supplied from the full and overflowing Fount of sovereign
mercy. Under the inspiration and guidance of the Holy Ghost the apostle
prayed for "the increase of God" to be manifested in the love His people
had to Him and to each other. This was scriptural, spiritual, Godlike. He
longed for it to "abound yet more and more knowledge. " He was no feeder
of the fancies and frames of God's people. He himself "counted all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord."
This is not the knowledge that puffeth up with pride and presumption, but
that which edifieth, being associated and related to the fellowship of heavenly
love. It was promised in the covenant of grace. It is secured to God's elect
in Christ Jesus. It is provided in the Scriptures of truth. It is revealed by
the Holy Ghost. It is received in a God-given understanding. It is enjoyed
in a gracious experience, for Job could say, "I know that my Redeemer
liveth," while Paul looked death in the face fearlessly, saying, "I know
Whom I have believed. " The unfailing Treasury of true saving knowledge
is Christ. Its efficient Communicator is God the Holy Ghost, while all who
are blessed with it are ever thirsting for more, and they, every one of them,
"follow on to know the Lord."

The love to God and His people is enjoyed and appreciated as the spiritual
senses are exercised therewith. This we gather from Paul's prayer, "that

your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all
judgment," or, as we read in the margin, sense. That is quite right, for
the Apostle used a word signifying perceptive intelligence, or intelligent
perception. This really means "to perceive through the medium of the
senses. " This is satisfactory, encouraging and confirming. It is loving God
in the knowledge of God and the proof of what He is to us in our spiritual
perception. It is apprehending and grasping Joseph Hart's trenchant
declaration.

"True religion's more than notion.
Something must be known and felt."

We know God as our own God in His own light. We enjoy Him as such
in His own life. Gracious knowledge is always accompanied with gracious
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proof. "The dead know not anything." They have eyes, but they see not,
ears but they hear not, noses, but they smell not, mouths, but they taste
not, hands, but they feel not. Such is every natural man. Spiritual relish,
appetite, appreciation, are far off from him. But we have to do with the
living in Jerusalem, "those who by reason of use have their senses exercised
to discern both good and evil." But they prefer the good. We will briefly
notice each of the five spiritual senses.

Seeing. Naturally we are blind to all spiritual truth. The Jews, with all their
religious ceremonies and aids to devotion saw no beauty in Jesus that they
should desire Him. None but those who are born of God long to see the
beauties of Christ as God-Man, Mediator and Intercessor. The cry of their
heart is that of the Greeks to Philip, "We would see Jesus," and the desire
of their soul that of the Psalmist, "To see Thy power and Thy glory, so
as I have seen Thee in the Sanctuary." Those blessed with spiritual sight
are never satisfied but with beholding the beauties of the One Object of
their heart's affection. For, mark you, sight is not everything, they must
have something to see. And here they are not disappointed, for the blessed
Spirit, according to the promise of the Master, takes of His and shows it
to His disciples. "Then are the disciples glad when they see the Lord."
The eye affecteth the heart and, as Jesus is seen, so is He loved.

Hearing. All men are naturally deaf to the voice of Jesus in the Gospel.
Says the prophet, "Who hath believed our report?" But the Holy Ghost is
the Conductor of the joyful sound of the Gospel to the ear and heart of
His own giving. Listen to the declaration of God Who has authority to speak
on the subject. "Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth My word,
and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come
into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life." By hearing faith
cometh. By testimony faith is exercised. According to the report, so is the
heart moved. At the sound of the voice of the Beloved the hearine ear is
all awake, and the believing heart is all ioy.
Smelling. Christ, and salvation wholly by Him, is an ill savour to the natural
man. It is nothing short of an offensive stink in the nostrils of the Pharisee.
But to the true born child of God there is a sweet fragrance in the Name,
Person and work of our adorable Emmanuel. The bride's nose is not wanting
in the Bridegroom's admiring description of her. Her love is moved by the
the savour of His good ointments, and the fragrance of His saving Name.
As the house was filled with the odour of the ointment of spikenard when
Mary broke her alabaster box, so there is an excusion of all else when the
all fulness of grace is discovered in the bruised body and broken heart of
Jesus. All His garments are fragrant with grace, to the joy of all the members
of His mystical body. He "hath given Himself for us an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour," and now His grace-filled lips
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drop sweer smelling myrrh, peace, rest, healing, salvation to His loved ones,
thus causing their love to abound in the joy of their hearts.

Tasting. worldlings have no taste for christ, but feed upon husks and that
which satisfieth not, while to the spiritually hungry bittir things of God's
providence are sweet. These latter taste and r"eltri goodness 

-of 
the Lord

in bitter dispensations. Babes in grace find the milk ani honey of the Gospel
sweet to the taste. stalwart warriors and worn out veterans love to prove
the- invigorating virtue of the good old wine of the everlasting covenant,
and to know the meaning of Jesus' words, "He that eateth I\ie, even he
-shall live by Me. For My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. "
Mark well the confession of the bride, "His fruit was r*".t to rrry iuri". "
His incarnation, mediation, salvation, intercession and constant care - all
provided in the wilderness in spite of all enemies. This is an incitement
indeed to love Him and His.

Feeling..The spiritually dead are destitute of spiritual feeling. The living
in Jerusalem are sensitive in respect to the evidences oflife I 

-have 
touched

upon. some feel much through the eye - some are soon startled through
the ear - some are very delicate in their nose - some are dainty in the
mouth - others are sensitive in the touch. Each and all manifest signs or
spiritual life accordins j! lhe sovereign distributions of the Holy dhost.
The living members of christ at a felt distance from Him ..feel aftlr Him"
and long for nearness to Him. one cries, ''o visit me with rhy salvation. "
Another sighs, "o when wilt Thou come unto me?" Some with diffidence
touch Him, and He makes them know it. Others He touches, and they enloy
!!re glow and gush ofheavenly life and love. Jacob felt when the covenant
wrestler weakened and strengthened him. peter felt the sustaining hand
of Jesus when he was sinking in the surging waves. The bride feti when
the supporting hand and the embracing right hind of the Bridegroom claimed
her as His own. This was feeling indeed and abounding in f,eavenly love.

May the Lord make us to increase and abound in loie toward Him and
toward all His, and to Him be all the glory and praise, now and for ever,
Amen.
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"Not mine, not mine the choice,
In things or great or small;
Thou my Guide, my Strength,
My Wisdom and my All"

Horatius Bonar

I
I
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"Obadiah feared the Lord"
The 6th in a series of Articles on Elijah

W. J. McDOWELL (Belfast)

. . Elijah lived in hiding for rhree years at least. Then the Lord commanded
11m:_.'co show thyself unto Ahab',. On the way to see the king he met
Obadiah who was in charge of the royal palace (I Kings lg:t_i6).

obadiah was a GoDLy MAN IN A DIFFICULT SITUATION. He
feared the Lord from his-youth. Some may criticise, and say. ..why should
sucha man agree to work for wicked Aha-b? He should t av!3oineo trimself
to Eluah, and spent his time denouncing the worship of Baal. He must have
beel a.compromiser". But when Elijah met obadiah he did not find fault
with him, and the writer. of First Kings speaks highly of trim, saying,"obadiah feared the Lord greatly". rtJ is un "*u-fl"-of what the lraceof God can do in keeping a man faithful in very adierse circumsta"nces.
His stand was repeated many years later. There were saints in caesar's
household (Phil. 4:2?.

The Lord was with Joseph in Egypt. He served the pharaohs, but still
feared God (Gen. 42:18). Nehemiah governed Judah for 12 years under
Artaxerxes, king of Babylon. He also feared God (Neh 5:14-15)'. Mordecai,
the Jew, was next in rank to Ahasuerus, king of the Medes and persians.
He did not forsake his faith to gain royal favour. Daniel had authority in
Babylon, and was adviser to its kings for many years. His history shows
no sign of compromise. Early in his career he purposed he would n-ot defile
himself-by partaking of the royal food and rin". Lute. in his life, when
in deadly peril, he would not stop praying to the true God.

Elijah can be described as one who "was in full time service for the
Lord". But were not obadiah, Joseph, Nehemiah, Daniel and others like
them, also fully devoted to God? we are commanded: "whether...ve 

eat
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God" (I cor lb:31).
A parttime christian is a strange person. wtrat part of him, or of his time,
is christian? what part is not? Many years ugb Georg" Herbert wrote:"Teach me, my God and King,

In all things Thee to see,
And what I do in anything,

To do it as for Thee"
obadiah worked for God IN A eUIET wAy. His service was not. and

could not be, public and spectacular. His position in Ahab's house gave
him knowledge and opportunity to rescue r00 of the Lord's prophets irom
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Jezebel's clutches. But it was dangerous work. Jezebel and Ahab would
have had no scruples about killing Obadiah if they had discovered what
he was doing. Obadiah knew that his master was a murderous tyrant (see

verse 12). Every day his life was in jeopardy.
This dangerous work was also very expensive. In a time of famine it must

have been very costly to feed 100 men with bread and water every day for
many months. Obadiah could not afford to bring many others into his rescue
scheme. A "fifth columnist" might have revealed the prophets' hiding place.
It was a very important and necessary work that Obadiah was doing. If
all the Lord's prophets had been destroyed who would lead Israel back to
the true God? We hear nothing more of this brave man, but we know he
will not go unrewarded, for our Lord promised that even a cup of water
given in His Name will be rewarded. Obadiah gave many cups of water
to the Lord's prophets.

NOTICE HIS TESTIMONY. "I fear the Lord from my youth", he told
Elijah, and the writer of First Kings declares that "Obadiah feared the Lord
greatly". Dr Machen says: "There are those who tell us that fear ought
to be banished from religion; We ought, it is said, no longer to hold before
men's eyes the fear of hell; fear, it is said, is an ignoble thing". Machen
draws attention to Christ's words in Matt. 10:28, pointing out that "Fear

Him" is balanced by "Fear not". "The fear of God is here made a way
of overcrowding the fear of man".

On the exhortation: "O fear the Lord, ye his saints" (Psalm 34:9)' Spurgeon
comments: "Pay to him humble childlike reverence, walk in his laws, have
respect to his will, tremble to offend him, hasten to serve him. Fear not
the wrath of men, neither be tempted to sin through the virulence of their
threats; fear God and fear nothing else". Those who are influenced by godly
fear enjoy God's mercy, which is as high as heaven, and stretches from
eternity to eternity - "from everlasting, by predestination; to everlasting,
by glorification; the one without beginning, the other without end" (Ps.

103:11-17.
"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge" (Prov. l:7).

"Happy the soul", remarks A. W. Pink, "that has been awed by a view
of God's majesty, that has had a vision of God's awful greatness' His
ineffable holiness, His perfect righteousness, His irresistable power, His
sovereign grace. Does someone say, 'But it is only the unsaved, those outside
of Christ, who need to fear God'? Then the sufficient answer is that the

saved, those who are in Christ, are admonished to work out their own
salvation with 'fear and trembling"'. Pink continues: "When we speak of
godly fear, of course, we do not mean a servile fear, such as prevails among
the heathen in connection with their gods. No: we mean that spirit which
Jehovah is pledged to bless, that spirit to which the prophet referred when
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he said, 'To this man will I (the Lord) look, even to him that is poor and
of a. contrite spirit, and trembleth at My Word, (lsa. 66:2)".

obadiah served his earthly m€ster faiihfully, yet he lived dangerously
because he walked in the fear of the Lord. Hswas true to his narie, since"Obadiah" means "a worshipper, or a servant of the Lord".

Jottings from a
Pilgrim's Notebook

John 5.31-47

Jesus points to four Witnesses to His Unity with the Father

The testimony Jesus gives of His unity with the Father does not stand alone.
The Father is one with Him in this. But He points here to John the Baptist.
when the Jews sent to question him he gave a clear testimony, iohn
1.23,30-34. John 3.28-33. He was a lamp thit burned brightly to shlw who
Jesus was, they did not accept his witness for a time. But Jesus was not
dependent on the testimony of John or any other man. The second witness
He calls are the works that the Father gave Him to do - all His miracles
y.e.":9rym-ded by the Father and these bear clear witness to Jesus' deity.
The third witness is God the Father Himself, He has testified to the identiiv
of Jesus. He bore clear testimony to Jesus in the old restament Scriptures
but they were blind to them. They followed the letter but were blind ro
the-me_ssage. They searched the scriptures because they thought obedience
to the Law was the way of salvation; but they were blind to th6se scriptures
which spoke clearly of christ such as:- Isaiah 52.13 - 53.l2or psalm 22.
He commands them to search the Scriptures for they testiry of Him, John
5 .39 .

Moses was the fourth witness, if they had understood the real content
9f tle r-a,w_- they would have known that he pointed to 'the prophet whom
the Lord God would raise up unto them like unto me, unto Him ye shall
hearken'Deut .  18.15.

_ The call to us is very clear. we must recognise the deity of the Lord
Jequs and His unity with the Father. He is to be received by us, not just
as Saviour; but as our God. He must be honoured by us, not only in word;
but as the one whom we serve and seek to glorify in all that we do and
say. May God rhe Holy Spirit make us like John ihe Baptist, as burning
and shining lights, always consistently pointing to the Lord Jesus.

A.V. McC.

I
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Charles Wesley and the
Lover of his Soul

W. J. SEATON (Inverness)

John Wesley said with regard to the thousands of hymns that his brother

Charles wrote, there are "some bad, some mean, some most excellently
good". As far as, "Jesus, Lover of my Soul", is concerned, exellence
probably falls short of an adequate term of praise for it.

Both Charles and John Wesley were among the men whom God was

pleased to use so effectively in the 18th century awakening. Although the

theology of the two men took a different turn from that of Whiteheld, a
great, great many of the hymns that came from their pens bear vital testimony
io the fact that their hope and trust rested only in the hands of an Omnipotent

and Mighty God. Sometimes, in the things of a man's salvation, a man's

heart is "better" than his head; we would deem this less offensive than

a man's head appearing "better" than his heart. When Charles Simeon took

up and read Charles Wesley's, "And can it be that I should gain an interest

in the Saviour's blood?", he was heard to mutter, "Where's your

Arminianism now, brother"! The same might be said about many of

Wesley's hymns - "Jesus, Lover of my soul", included.
The Wesieys' interest in, and devotion to, hymn-writing stemmed from

a deep dissatisfaction with much that went under the name of Church praise

in their day. It was this that had also moved Isaac Watts, not long before,

to begin his translation of the Book of Psalms. The current psalm books

in use, John Wesley described as "scandalous doggerel", and spoke of the

sense of the psalms being torn "limb from limb". Determined to investigate

further into the matter, the two brothers set sail for America armed with

Watts' Hymns, and one or two other pieces. On board ship, however, they
found the real moving force for their writings that were soon to follow.

A party of Moravian emigrants were also travelling to the New World' and

their siirring and inspiring hymn-singing caught the hearts and minds of

the Wesley brothers. John began there and then his work of translating the

German hymns, and Charles was fired to begin a course of writing that

was to influence the Church's praise from that day forward. To choose out

any one hymn in particular must, of necessity, leave a multitude of equal

merit and worth. Yet, "Jesus, Lover of my Soul", will probably rank the
most noble of them all in many people's minds. How often we have found

ourselves lapsing into, or bursting into - depending on our spiritual frames

and feelings - "Jesus, Lover of my Soul"? When fit to hght the devil,

it can be a battle-hymn, indeed, for us; when needing all the comfort that
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a covenant-keeping God can bestow upon a feeble saint, it can draw down
the peace of heaven upon our souls. In the quietness of our own heart _
at the steering-wheel of our car - Mr wesley's lovely words can suddenly
come, doingtheir special work to our souls. we can fully appreciate the
sentiments of Dr Duffield, himself the author of a grand miliiant hymn -"Stand up, stand up for Jesus" - yet one who wilted for a time in the
fight and was restored again through Wesley's hymn:- ..One of the most
blessed days of my life", he says, ''was when I found, after my harp had
hung on the willows, that I could sing again; that a new song was pui into
my mouth; and when, before I was ever aware, I was singing .Jesus, Lover
of my soul'. " Such testimonial are legion, and a summary ofthem all might
be found in the statement - "The finest heart hymn in the English
language".

, The supposed origin of "Jesus, Lover of my Soul', - that it was inspired
by a small bird flying into Wesley's open cloak to escape a hawk - makes
pleasant reading, but has really no basis in fact. It iione of those cases
where tle hymn has produced the supposed incident, and not the incident
th9 hymn, What really produced the hymn was Wesley's own flight to the"bosom" of the Risen Lord, to escape the ..nearer waters" and the'tempest" and the "storm of life" that would surely have left him
shipwrecked in hell for ever. It is a hymn of testimony from the pen of
the converted sinner in acknowledgement of the ,.plenteous grace', that
was found to do that converting work. It is headed, ..In time of prayer
and Temptation". And Charles Wesley knew that the same ..haven" and"refuge" that had received his soul at the first would go on receiving his
soul, right up until it had received his soul ..at last,'.

"Jesus, Lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly,

While the nearer waters roll,
While rhe rempesr still is high.,'

As surely as the children of Israel had realised that it was their Covenant
God who had piled-up the waters of the Red Sea on either side of them
and brought them safe to Canaan; as sure as the apostle paul realised that
God had kept him "in perils of the deep"; as sure as the psalmist David
could sing, "He bringeth them into their desired haven" - so Charles
Wesley could express the experience of his own heart, and other hearts,
as well. The vivid contrast between the sinner and the Saviour who died
to redeem that sinner is too clear for words: Wesley has a . .helpless soul",
a "defenceless head"; he is "fallen" and "faint", "sick" and ..blind,';

he is "false" and "all unrighteousness". By contrast, Christ is the One
who is "Just and Holy"; He is the One who is "full of truth and grace";
He is the One who is the Fountain of Life -

"Thou of life the Fountain art".

..
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Wherever you look in Wesley's great hymn you find a great love for a
great Saviour. The strength of the "monosyllables" has often been pointed
out:- "Thou" - "want" - "r4ke" - "find" - "more" - "found" - "rise"
- "heal" - etc. It has been computed that out of the forty-six words in verse
l, thirty-six are monosyllables; out of the forty-six in verse 2, thirty-seven
are monosyllables; out of the fifty-one in verse 3, forty-eight, and out of
the forty-five in verse 4, thirty-six. No doubt but that explains much of
the ease and much of the feeling with which the average congregation or
thb average believer can render this grand hymn. But, above all things,
it is, surely, the subject-matter of the hymn that gives it its abiding place
in the praise of the Church. It is simply the story of the sinner and His
Saviour. That theme will still constitute the songs of heaven itself - "Unto

Him who loved us and loosed us from our sins in his own blood" - small
wonder if it finds a vital place in the song of the Church here below.

"Other Refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpness soul on Thee".

A believer will never outgrow that truth and still be credited a believer
in our Lord Jesus Christ. When the old dying saint left instructions that
his tombstone should be inscribed -

"Thou, O Christ, art all I want", he probably said it all.

Jottings on Hebrews
A. V. McCANDLISH

Chapter I

God's word to us. verses l. &2.

Here is a defrnite word of God to us. He hath spoken unto us by, or in
His Son. We are reminded not to belittle any part of the Old Testament.
God spoke in tinre past by the prophets. These Old Testament scriptures
must be received by us as God's own word, and therefore they are to be
accepted as without error, and as His own revelation to us of things that
we could never discover any-where else. He reveals truths about His own
Person, and nature; about the creation of the universe, the origin of man,
God's will for men, and promises for us, and warnings to us. He spoke
to men in different ways. To some He spoke directly, as a man speaks to

€

&

3-

*-+



I

The Gospel Magazine 175

his friend; to some He spoke in visions; to some He used figures of speech.
God has here caused to be set on record things that happened, as well as
things that were still in the future when they were wriiten. Here also we
have faithful records of what men thought, and said, as in Job, and
Ecclesiastes; and how men prayed, as in the psalms. His full and final word
came to us in Christ, who is Himself the Word of God. Jn. 1;1, & 14.
what He did and said, and what He was in Himself, all speak to us a living,
and eternal message tiom God. He was appointed heiiof all things, and
was the creator. Since this is the case, then we must give to Chiist the
honour due to Him, the worship, tie obedience, the love, and the trust that
God demands of us. Here then is His first word to us in this epistle. we
are called to give to Him the place in our lives, in all we do, and say; that
God has given to Him. We are not just to read of Him, and acceft it in
theory; we are to render to Him our absolute obedience, and trust, und loue.
May He, Who has commanded it, enable us to do it day by day.

Verses 3 & 4. The position given to the Lord Jesus.

Jesus is God manifest in the flesh. He is the eternal son of the one eternal
God, co-equal with the Father, and the Holy Spirit; the second personality
in the one triune God. Here we read that He is the brightness, or out-shining
of God. As the rays stream out from the sun; so the Son of God was the
outshining of the glory of God; the visible manifestation of the invisible,
spiritual God. He expresses perfectly in terms of humanity, the nature, and
character of God. The love of God is seen in christ, His righteousness is
seen, His faithfulness, His holiness is seen in His absolute purity, His justice
in His dealing with sin. The power of God was seen in the miracles. He
who as God, created the universe, and controlled it; became Man in order
to redeem men from the bondage of Satan and sin. He took on Him our
nature, so that He could take our sins, and have them removed completely
by suffering the punishment due to them. Having made propitiation for our
sins by suffering death, He rose from the grave, and ascended into heaven
to take the place appointed Him at the right hand of the Father. This means
that He was given the place appointed Him as the owner of all things, and
the sovereign ruler. He was in a place far superior to that of any angel,
or other spiritual being. He is acknowledged in heaven as the creator, and
redeemer, and lawful ruler of all, and He is there as the God Man. The
angels are subject to Him. Now as we consider His exaltation let us
remember that He made us, He has redeemed us, we have become the
children of God by His grace, and through faith in Him. Let us bow in
worship, let us give to Him the authority and sovereignty in our lives. Let
us pray that we may be His obedient, and loyal subjects in all that we plan,
and do.

t
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Verses 5 to 8. Jesus is far above angels.

Here Jesus is addressed as God's own Son: this must surely mean that
He has the same divine nature. He is begotten of the Father, and is superior
to angels, because as the eternal God, He created them. Col.l; 16,17 . He
is superior to them also in His becoming the God Man. Ps.2;7. There never
was a time when the Father could not say to Him, "Thou art my Son:"
but there came a day when by His resurrection, in a glorified body He was
begotten from the dead to a new status, and exalted as Man, the ruler over
all things. Ps.8;5,6. & Acts 13;33. He became the firstborn from the dead,
and the hrstborn of many brethren by virtue of His humanity, and union
with believers. Heb.1;6 refers primarily to the second coming of Christ.
The Amplified, and R.V. both have "brought again into this inhabited
earth." Then the deity of Christ will be openly manifested. Tit.2;13. As
we continue with verses 7 & 8, The angels are spoken of as winds, and
flames of fire suggesting Sinai. Ps. 104;4. They were the attendants of God
when He manifested His presence there; but Jesus is addressed as God,
and given the throne, to rule for ever and ever. The message here for us
is a challenge to recognise Him as our God, and the sovereign ruler in our
lives, in all we do, and in every relationship. May He be seen as such in
our lives today.

Verse 9. The joy of the Lord.

Here we are directed to the perfect righteousness of the Lord Jesus. He
said, "I delight to do Thy will O God." He hated iniquity, injustice, and
lawlessness. His life was summed up in the words "He went about doing
good". He always gave to God the first place in His life; see how He spent
whole nights in prayer. See how, He went, "as His custom was" to worship
God in the synagogue every sabbath. It must have been very unprofitable
teaching, but He went to worship God. His mind was stored with Bible
truth, which He quoted and taught, and translated into deeds. He loved
righteousness; He had come to do His Father's will in the redemption of
man. He hated wickedness, see how He was tempted in the wilderness;
but it was Satan who was defeated, and fled. When Peter sought to turn
Him from the path of rejection, and suffering, and death, He recognised;
and hated the evil. He yielded Himself to become the sin offering, so that
evil might be judged, and the power of sin over man might be broken, and
eventually be removed for ever. See how God anointed Him with the oil
of gladness above all men. He demonstrated that in doing the will of God,
whatever the cost, God would give the greatest joy possible, nothing could
compare with it. Here then is God's word to us. Whatever the sufferings,
or losses that we may endure as we seek to do God's will, the joy that God

I
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gives will far exceed the sorrows, and pains, and losses both in this present
time, and thereafter. Hence His command, "Rejoice in the Lord ai*ay. "

Verses 10-12. Jesus, the unchanging Christ.
Here Jesus is called Lord, and we are reminded that He was from the

beginning. He is the creator of the heavens, and the earth, and of every
living thing. He is the unchanging one, in contrast to the heavens and the
earth. They have an appointed life time; they will wax old, and perish;
whereas Jesus is the same, yesterday, and today, and for ever. He is the
eternal, unchanging God. He it is who will fold up the heavens and the
earth as a man folds up garments to change them foisomething else. Jesus
is our sovereign Lord, and plans all things according to His own will. As
we see the perfection of His work in the flowers, and every work of His
creation; so also we discover that His plans, and work in our lives is always
good and perfect. We are encouraged to trust Him fully. We too have an
appointed life span, and for those who know Him now as their Saviour and
Lord, He has something far better after death. Since all things of earth are
perishing, we learn how foolish it is to bestow upon them too much of our
time, and affection. We can depend upon our Lord, death cannot separate
us from Him. He is the unchanging Lover of our souls. As we consider
what is written here we are stimulated to worship Him.

Verses 13 & 14. Our sovereign Lord, and His care for us.
Here we are shown again how much greater is our Lord than the angels.

God said to our Lord, take your position of royal dignity at My right hand,
as the God Man, appointed to rule over all things. He is to be in this place
of sovereign power, just waiting, as far as this world is concerned, the
completion of the church. Then He will come again to rule, and to execute
judgment on those who persist in rebellion ugiintt Him. In contrasr. the
angels are seryants, sent out by God to minister to those who are true
believers, the children of God. The word to us, is that we must be careful
every day to give to Christ the honour due to Him, the worship, the
obedience, the love, and the trust. We are called to show forth His salvation,
and His grace to men. Let us consider, and rejoice in the ministry of the
angels. We are not to pray to them, for they take their orders from God.
They are sent forth by Him to minister to those who are His children. He
it is who sees our needs, and He in His wisdom, and love knows how they
can be met so as to bring glory to God, and the development of our own
spiritual life. They come to us quite unperceived, they perform the duties
assigned to them perfectly, and we are quite unaware of their presence.
We only know that our gracious Lord has seen our needs and met them
abundantly. How we ought to praise our God, and our Saviour for this

C
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provision for us. No earthly monarch, or rich man ever had such efficient
servants, or such protection, or such love lavished upon them. Why do we
ever complain? or become fearful? or depressed? Lord, here and now we
bow before thee, and give thee thanks for these invisible servants, and for
the provision thou hast made for our eternal salvation. Amen.

Preach the Word
GORDON D. BUCKLEY (Leyburn, Yorkshire)

"Preach the Word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine". 2 Timothy 4:3.

Some little time ago I was pondering the general scope of the overall
Christian message ,and I asked myself "What are the chief subjects that
one ought to consider in preaching- the important themes and the various
facets of the Christian faith to-day?"

The result of my question was a long list of subjects. Then one looked
for the starting point! What gives the authority for everything that is to
follow? What general principles set the tone for all the themes to be
considered? What is the springboard that projects the message of the Gospel
into the world? We know that a builder must have a solid and adequate
foundation for his intended structure. That is vital! A foundation must also
be the right shape as well as the correct width and depth. You cannot put
up a rectangular or square-shaped house on a triangular-shaped foundation!
Not if you wish to stay in business for long! The foundation provides the
setting for everything that is to follow, for everything that is to be built
upon it. So it is with sound and acceptable preaching!

There is only one authorised and authoritative standard for proclaiming
the Word of God and the faith of Christ; it is the Bible. That is the crucial
note of Paul's letter to Timothy. Paul says:- "Timothy, PREACH THE
WORD! Timothy, PREACH THE WORD!"

One is sad to say, that this basic article is challenged in many churches
today.

The last letter written or the parting word spoken by a loved one is most
precious and moving, as some of us know only too well.

It is this atmosphere that surrounds this letter of Paul to Timothy. Paul
was writing from his house-prison in Rome, where he was awaiting trial
before the Emperor. He wants to pass on a last word to his beloved young
friend and long-time fellow worker in the Gospel of Christ. "The time of
my departure is at hand" he says- "I have fought the good fight, I have
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finished my course, I have kept the faith, henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
give to me, and not to me only, but to all that love His appearing."

So here is a last letter - a final word - precious, memorable. And here
also is a parting request; "Timothy PREACH THE WORD - PREACH
THE WORD." Something else is here too. Not only WHAT to do - rhat
is to preach the Word. But WHEN to preach it - "in season and out of
season. "

Preaching is not like grouse shooting with open and closed seasons. preach
the Word in all seasons, all year round, weekday and Sunday. It is a message
for everyday people for everyday needs.

Here is a challenge for each one of us as Christians. We are to preach
by word, by life, by example, continually.

Now HOW to preach it, preach it earnestly with sound doctrine and clear-
cut teaching. We do not always experience that kind of preaching, do we?
Preach with conviction and compulsion. The Gospel deals with the basics
of salvation, the condemnation of God on our sin and deliverance by Christ
from our sin. Paul goes on "Rebuke, where it is necessary, encourage where
it is needed. Be firm, but be gracious". So much for WHEN and HOW
to preach the Word.

Then WHY we are to preach the Word of the Gospel? It is because there
are purveyors of falsity going around. Deceivers are at hand. Paul says
"The time will come when they will not endure sound teaching. " Church
history certainly pin-points those times in abundance. How true it is today.
David Jenkins, Bishop of Durham, is, unfortunately only one of many such
false teachers. And there is another reason WHY - in fact the biggest one
of all. "God commands ALL men everywhere to repent. " Spiritual salvation
is the big issue- the world issue for modern pagans, Muslims, Hindus and
all others. That is WHY we are to preach the Word. It is essential.

Paul having dealt with WHEN the Word is to be preached, and the HOW
and WHY, does not fail to deal with WHAT is to be preached.

WHAT is the substance, the content, the real facts of this message which
Christians are to proclaim and propagate in a fallen world, and proclaim
with greater zeal than Marxists, Idealists, Materialists, Libertines and others
proclaim their so-called gospels.

I would suggest three points that Paul includes in dealing with WHAT
is to be preached. He takes Timothy as an example and stresses the most
important force in Timothy's own life "From a child thou hast known the
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus" 2 Timothy 3:15.

lst. He is to preach on a proper basis "The Holy Scriptures."
2nd. He is to preach a perfect Saviour "The Lord Jesus Christ. "
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3rd. He is to preach a personal "salvation through faith
,, experience a personal, individual in Him"

faith in Christ alone.

lst. He is to preach on a proper basis - The Holy Scriptures.
"All Scripture" writes

profitable for doctrine".

"is given by inspiration of God and is
battle is on for the mind and soul of

man. Strong, shameless groups today are anti-God and anti-Christ. Get rid
of the l0 Commandments, destroy the family, anything goes in personal
living, the list is endless. Everything is under attack these days. Where does
it come from? The devil and the lusts of the flesh. Get rid of all restraints,
they say The battle for the mind is on and it is hotting up. We certainly
need sound teaching and living, sound Scriptural teaching and holy living.
Did you ever read John Bunyan's "Holy War?" There is no neutrality.

All Scripture is given for sound teaching and also for correcting our
mistakes. We know how much we need this correction. Scripture is also
provided for developing life with the qualities of right and righteousness
- and what greater blessing can there be than that? In these ways a person
can become a fully developed Christian. Paul says that the Scriptures are
the foundation for the Christian life and are the platform on which to erect
the only worthwhile life style before God and men. Now why do we not
personally, and in our families, read and study the Bible every day? We
should if we confess to being Christians. How much does T.V. and the
newspapers affect our opinions, ideas, desires and amibitions as against
the teachings of Scripture? What has happened to so many Church Bible
Study Groups and Prayer Meetings? The spiritual side declines and the social
side looms larger. The trend is ominous. Some church people can scarcely
find a book or verse of Scripture. What a tragedy.

Would it not be good to bring our Bibles to Church each week as a
testimony to the world as to the foundation truths on which we build our
lives.

Another very sad fact is that efforts are being made to cut Biblical
foundations from under our feet today, and that in the churches. Professed
Christian leaders and preachers throw doubt upon the Truth, and some deny
the major doctrines of Scripture.. We have all heard them right here where
we live. Paul says, by the Holy Spirit "There is only one proper basis -
the Holy Scriptures."

I took the Local Preachers Course and Examinations of the Methodist
Church over 30 years ago. The recommended books cast doubt on the total
reliability of both Old and New Testaments. That was the attitude then and
for many years before, and is still the attitude today. This way lies the death
of the churches and we can see them around us, dead, empty, closed. What
will another 30 years bring unless there is a great spiritual awakening?

Paul
The
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The Lord Jesus Christ said that some evil forces can only be driven out
by prayer and fasting, and this evil attitude to Scripture is one such force,
believe me.

The Scriptures bring two primary facts to our understanding,
1. That God is holy and impeccably pure.
2. That we are defective and very imperf'ect before Him.

As an old phrase has it "We are sinners by nature and by practice, in
thought, in word and deed."

Now whoever may take issue with one or both of those doctrines, that
of the Holiness of God and the innate sinfulness of man, one thing is certain,
no one can prove from Scripture, that these are not priority doctrines of
the Word. "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God. There
is none righteous, no not one." Romans 3:23.

So Timothy is to preach on the proper basis, the only foundation, The
Holy Scriptures. It is so for all Churches and Christians today "PREACH

THE WORD", the whole of the Holy Scriptures.

2nd. He is to preach a perfect Saviour - The Lord Jesus Christ.

The written Word is given to lead us, by the Holy Spirit, to Jesus Christ.' 'The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. ' ' John I : 14. ' 'Thou shalt
call His name Jesus for He shall save His people from their sins. " Matthew
l :21 .

Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world, but He is the only personal
Saviour too. Timothy is to preach a perfect Saviour - Jesus Christ.

1. He is perfect in Himself. He is God the Son, perfect in His own essential
nature. He is not the offspring of Adam's fallen race like the rest of us.
There are great mysteries in the Christian faith and this is one of them.
And it is one of the necessities of the faith to believe it. He is perfect in
Himself - He stands apart in that sense - He is unique. He could say
to the Pharisees of His day "Which of you can convince Me of sin?" And
those proud, bitter ecclesiastics, though they searched and probed, long
and deep, forjust one flaw, could not find one single accusing defect. He
is perfect in Himself.

2. He is perfect in His atonement. He was qualified to bear the sins of
His people. A sinful or sin-contaminated sin-bearer would have gone down
into death and never risen again. Such a one would have died for his own
sin and for nobody else's. The Lord Jesus Christ is the true Passover Lamb,
the sin-offering for men, for His people. He alone could be judged of God
as substitute on behalf of others.

"He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him: and with His stripes
we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every
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one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of us
all." Isaiah 53.

Jesus Christ is a perfect Saviour. Timothy is to preach Jesus Christ, the
Jesus Christ of Scripture, as the only Saviour for men and women, boys
and girls. He, and we must not preach a Christ fashioned by modern notions,
most of which are as old as the ancients.

The Lord Jesus Christ, having died under the judgment of God, and being
raised from the dead is now able to save to the uttermost all who come
unto God by Him. He is able and willing to save sinners and this is why
He sends out His servants into the world to preach the Gospel to every
creature. He has ALL power - ALL saving power in heaven and in earth.

Timothy is to preach on a proper basis - The Holy Scriptures.
Timothy is to proclaim a perfect Saviour - The Lord Jesus Christ.

3rd. He is to preach a personal experience - Salvation through faith
in Christ

The Bible, the Word of God, proclaims a personal relationship with God,
through the Gospel and by Jesus Christ.

Some religionists, of course, do not like this fact. Keep religion impersonal
they say, preserve it in the abstract, make it rules and regulations and rituals.
This is common in the world today, and it has always been so. Many only
want a God devised at arms length to be kept at a distance. Paul refers to
this attitude, after all Judaism had largely deteriorated to this way of thinking.
The writings of the Old Testament prophets show what a struggle they had
with it. Paul warns Timothy "Timothy, some have a FORM of Godliness,
but they deny the power thereof, from such turn away."

Paul encourages Timothy, "do the work of an evangelist and fulfil
your ministry." What has happened to evangelism today? Bible based
evangelism? Where are the evangelists today? We need evangelism, local
evangelism as an ongoing ministry. There are ordinary people around, there
are alcohol and drug addicts around, there are the promiscious around, ALL
are sinners before God, needing to be saved. Where are the evangelists?
Does God not desire to have sinners in the late 20th century?

Timothy is required to preach a personal experience. After all Bible history
shows this powerfully from Adam, Abel, Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah,
the days of Christ. Think of Wesley, Whitefield, Wm. Booth, Spurgeon and
so on. They were all people who met the Living God, and knew God, and
lived for God. and worked for God in this world.

Jesus Christ, cruficied, risen and glorified, by His Spirit still says
through His Word and His Church, His redeemed servants, "Come unto
Me, all of you who labour under your sins, and convictions of sins, and
I will give you rest, - rest for your souls, forgiveness for your sins, and

I
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the presence and power of My life within your life. " Timothy is to preach
a personal experience Salvation through faith in Christ.
PREACH THE WORD.
A proper basis.
A perfect Saviour.
A personal experience.

PREACH THE WORD.

183

The Holy Scriptures.
The Lord Jesus Christ.
Salvation through faith in Christ.

God help us to do so,
I

The Everlasting Covenant
F. J. HARRIS

(Mr. Harris is the Pastor of Uxbridge Road Tabernaclel
Shepherds Bush)

'He hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things
and sure.'2 Sqmuel 23:5

'....the blood of the everlasting covenant' Hebrews 13:20

The Bible often speaks of 'precious things' (e.g. Deut. 33:13-16) and
of all these things none are more precious than those which are everlasting.
We read of everlasting arms, everlasting mercy, everlasting joy, everlasting
salvation, everlasting kindness, everlasting light and everlasting love (Deut.
33:27;  Psalm 100:5;  Isa iah 35:10,45:17,54:8,  60:19;  Jer .  31:3) .  These
are Old Testament references; in the New Testament we read of the
everlasting gospel, everlasting consolation and everlasting life (Rev. 14:6;
2 Thess. 2:16; John 3:16). In both Old and New Testaments we read of
the everlasting covenant and it is particularly to this that I wish to direct
your thoughts.

The God we know and love is the eternal God - 'from everlasting to
everlasting Thou art God' - and His ways are eternal ways, His purposes
eternal purposes and His dealings with His people rest on His eternal,
unchanging decrees. Thus we read ofbelievers having been chosen'before
the foundation of the world' of grace given to them 'before the world began'
and of the Lamb Who 'verily was foreordained before the foundation of
the world' - the Lamb slain (in the purpose of God) 'from the foundation
of the world' (Eph. l:4;2 Tim. 1:9; I Peter 1:20; Rev. l3:8). These
scriptures make it clear that provision had been made by God for the
recovery of His people, in view of their divinely foreseen fall, and it is
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to this provision that we refer in speaking of the everlasting covenant, or
covenant of grace. It included the appointment of the Son of God to become
the Mediator of the covenant, His taking human nature, His offering of
Himself as a sacrifice for sin - in fact every detail of the great plan of
salvation was a matter of definite and certain arrangement agreed upon
between the Father and the Son in the terms of the everlasting covenant
- that 'manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which
He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord' (Eph. 3: I l). Thus we find the Lord
saying in Lt*e 22:22, 'Truly the Son of Man goeth as it was determined. . . '

and we read in Acts2:23,'Him being delivered by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God. . .' and in Acts 4:28 of events which 'God's hand
and counsel determined before to be done'.

The purpose of this great covenant was (in the words of the Westminster
Shorter Catechism), 'to deliver the elect out of a state of sin and misery
and to bring them into a state of grace by a Redeemer'.

In so doing the Father covenanted with Christ that He should be the
representative of His people to free them from that state of condemnation
into which they would fall. In order for Him to fulfil this covenant
engagement it was necessary for Christ to become man and 'be made in
all things like unto His brethren' so that He might live and suffer in their
stead. He must have a soul and a body in which He was capable of suffering
and being paid the just wages of His people's sins.

Now it was impossible that a wholly innocent person should suffer under
the sentence and curse of the law for guilt and punishment are related, and
where there is no guilt the law can exact no punishment. It was because
the Lamb of God was'made to be sin for us' (2 Cor. 5 :2 l), when the sins
of all His people were imputed to Him, that the law could, and did,
righteously smite Him in their stead. Yet even that would not have been
possible if He had not first voluntarily covenanted to act as their
representative. Thus all the blessings and benefits which flow to the
redeemed are based on the everlasting covenant. Their sins are both fully
and justly pardoned, for through the substitutionary sacrifice of Christ, God
is now able to be Just and the justifier of Him that believeth in Jesus' (Rom.
3:26). And perseverance is assured for Christ having completely fulfilled
His part of the covenant on their behalf it is impossible for them to forfeit
that 'eternal life which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world
began'. (Titus 1:2).

The consideration ofthis covenant should have a practical and sanctifuing
effect upon our hearts. We should be amazed at the goodness of God Who
never made a covenant with fallen angels and yet provided this great
salvation for sinful man. For God to enter into covenant with unfallen man
was stupendous condescension, but to pledge Himself to save sinners is
surely 'amazing pity, grace unknown and love beyond degree'.
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we should be humbled by the realisation that we are nothing in ourselves
and no different, in tle eyes of a holy, sin hating God, from the vilest of
sinners, and yet we have been made children of God and heirs of slorv.
The Bible's question, 'who maketh thee to differ from another?' "ui'oniy
be answered, 'By the grace of God I am what I am'.

we should rejoice in an assurance of salvation, knowing that our salvation
has been secured for us by our great Representative. The very iustice of
God is our safeguard, as Toplady wrote.

'Complete atonement Thou hast made, :

And to the utmost farthing paid
Whate'er Thy people owed;

How then can wrath on me take place,
If sheltered in Thy righteousness

And sprinkled with the blood?
'If Thou hast my discharge procured,
And freely in my room endured

The whole of wrath divine:
Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,

And then again aI mine."

We should be a willing people. 'What can I render to the Lord for all
His benefits toward me?' should be our constant question as we consider
this greatest of all benefits. we may not always be able to do what we desire
but there should always be an overwhelming desire in our hearts to serve
Him Who so loved us. The puritan Thomas Watson truly said, .God does
sometimes accept of willingness without the work, but never the work
without the willingness.'

We should be a loving people - loving God first, for if He freely loved
us without any cause, how much should we love Him with so great a cause.
We should also love one another - how can we think ill of one whom God
has freely loved? Rather we should heed the words of the apostle John.'Beloved, if God so loved us. we ought also to love one anbther.'

We should be a thankfrrl, praising people. The angels sing God's praises
without ceasing. Should not we, with reasons that angels can nevei have,
begin that work of praise here which we shall ever continue in heaven?

May that be both our desire and experience, for if we are believers then
every one of us can say with Daivd, 'He hath made withne an everlastins
covenant . . . '
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Hearing
There is no grey area here - it is either black or white. God has given

pastors after his own heart who shall fill us with knowledge and
understanding. The preaching ofthe Gospel as to its effects is - a savour
of life unto life or - a savour of death unto death. l1 Cor, 2:15,16 and
Paul triumphs in the fact (v.14) that it makes'manifest the savour of his
knowledge.' Not only is the minister accountable to God but so also is the
hearer. Inasmuch as he is sent forth by Him, we are accountable to God
for the way we hear, and also the outcome of the hearing. 'If any man hear
my words and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the
world, but to save the world. He that rejecteth me and receiveth not my
words hath one that judges him; the word that I have spoken, the same shall
judge him in the last day . ' ' For Christ himself said ' 'He that receiveth whom
I send (and He has sent his own ministers) receiveth me and he that receiveth
me receiveth him that,sent me. As the Father has sent me into the world
even so have I sent you into the world." John 13:20.

In view of the above, what necessity there is of prayer before our hearing,
and accompanying our hearing and even while we are hearing so as to be
in one spirit. Only they can approach God in worship who have clean hands
and a pure heart, so what a necessity there is for confession of sin and
application to the blood of Christ for covering. THEN we shall come to
worship as Paul said, "The end of the commandment is charity out of a
pure heart, and of a good conscience and faith unfeigned." Then there is
a tender conscience, a receptive heart, warmed and stirred into action -

THEN these actions are performed from the right motive.
There is a disciplined ear. 'The sheep will not hear or follow strangers.'

John 10:5
We must be filled with gratitude that our deaf ears were ever unstopped

to hear and receive the Word of God.
We must hear then as for eternity
Every time we hear it must have some sort of effect (unless the heart

is hardened). We must worship in spirit and in truth.

Effects of hearing.

Hearing a Christ centred ministry the great effect is NOTHINGNESS
before him - HUMILITY.

Being helped and encouraged in perhaps a very present difficult path -

so we obtain STRENGTH TO PERSEVERE.
REBUKE - being made to feel guilty and condemned in certain areas

of our life, falling under the Word and so coming to the cross for fresh
cleansing.

r
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A sermon that forces us to our knees afterwards has a good effect. Renewal
of love and fellowship with the Lord and one another - .olo not our heart
burn within us' - as one heart -

Inevitable result is JoY and pEAcE, anc the result ofjoy is STRENGTH."The joy of the Lord is your strengrh., 'Neh. g:10 .. iOy i, the flas that
is flown in the heart when the Master is in residence. "

BORING of the ear to the doorpost. Exodus 2l:6. 'He shall serve his
Master for ever. "

MATURITY in the things of God. paul desired that he might ..present
every many perfect in christ Jesus. " colossians I:2g ABoUNDtNowrrH
THANKFULNESS out of which is bound to proceed LIBERTY to serve
him in however small a way it may be. It will not be the service of a slave.
but of a son.

The Bereans went home and searched to see if the things they heard were
so. Acts l7:ll. r reckon they communed together ovei whai they heard.
How good and profitable it would be if we spoke more to one anbther on
the things we have heard. 'Then they that feired the Lord spake often to
one another." etc

How intent we were when we first heard His word. How equally intent
should we be every time we come to hear. Because it MIGHT be our last
opporrunity. Let it not be formal - let us not treat it lightly because we
are so accustomed to it - let us come every time as we did at first with
eagerness and thirsting for the word - that there might be divine energy
in our worship thenthefruits are bound to be brought rorth to God and men.

what an encouragement it would be to preachers to see and know their
p*.pI." were thirsting for the word and also having their thirst quenched
and-their appetite satisfied in hearing and doing.

If we hope to be their 'crown of rejoicing' in heaven - let them have
a little taste ofit on earth to encourage and strengthen their heart; then we
shall rejoice TOGETHER.

G.M.P.

I
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"The Saviour died, but rose again
Triumphant from the grave;
And pleads our cause at God's right hand,
Omnipotent to save"

Scottish Paraphrases
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Book Reviews
Romanism and the Reformation. H. Gratton Guiness, D.D., F.R.A.S.
Focus Christian Ministries Trust. Pp 244. t3.95

The subtitle reads "From the Standpoint ofProphecy". These Lectures
were given in the Exeter Hall, London just a century ago. It was felt, even
then, that the Protestant traditions of our country, the source of England's
glory, prosperity, and pre-eminence among the nations of Europe were in
danger. How much more so to-day!

The aim is to show that the message of Protestantism is the unadulterated
message of the Bible.

The method is historical. The author takes the prophecies of Daniel, Paul,
and John in turn, and relates them to their historical unfolding in the
aberrations of the Church of Rome, as she declined from the simplicity and
purity of the Gospel. Following this is an outline of the use of these
prophecies by the Reformers, and finally their interpretation as seen in
various movements since the Reformation to the present day.

No one can claim to interpret scripture prophecy frrlly without giving due
consideration to the principles enshrined in this book, and though we may
wish to modify some of the conclusions of the interpretation, we can agree
with the author in saying that they contain truths which are needed for the
preservation of the civil and religious liberties of our country. We must
be grateful for the reprint of this truly classic work by Dr Guiness.

w.J.P.

J. Gresham Machen. A Biographical Memoir. Ned Stonehouse. The
Banner of Truth Trust. Hardback pp 520. f,5.95.

This most interesting biography was first issued in 1954 by Erdmann in
U.S.A. This third edition by Banner of Truth Trust is a tribute to the
importance of the volume, and its continued demand. Besides being a lifelike
and admirable sketch of the life of one of the most outstanding christian
scholars of this century, it is also written against the backcloth of the gradual
rise of liberal theology in the American Churches, with linking references
to the churches of Europe.

The book has yet another importance. It is an account of the loss of
Princeton Seminary to the Evangelical cause in the Presbyterian Church
of N. America. The power struggle that was involved, and the subsequent
foundation of the Westminster Theological Seminary to replace it, resulted
in the denomination deciding that the Church must control all her seminaries,
and so Westminster went independent, and was, and is open to all
Evangelical students.

All this is but the wrapping of the development of a truly devout and
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christian life. Machen came of well educated christian families, was himself
brilliant, and at the same time notably gracious. He studied at princeron,
in Germany he listened to the critics, in paris, during the war, he became
well acquainted with the French and Swiss divines inihe tibraries, and was
by Providence fitted to be an evangelical champion par excellence. His
literary productions inctya3o,_']tre origin of paul;s Religion', .christianity
and Liberalism', 'what is Faith?', 'God rranscendent', ,ihe ihristian view
of Man', 'An Introduction to the New Testament' and 'The virgin Birth,.
This latter was his Magnum opus, and served to steady the faitl of many
students in the English rheological colleges, in the post war years and
thirties.

This Memoir is worthy to be read by all students, as history, as illustrative
of the tensions in christian theology, is an inspiration to a steady, orthodox,
Christlike life, and as a leader of men. W. J. p.

A Heart for God. sinclair B. Ferguson. The Banner of rruth rrust.
Pp. 128. f2.25.

Children often ask, "Who is God?,' and, ..How can God be known?',.
Reason and scripture unite in telling us that God can only be known if He
reveals Himself. Dr Ferguson tells us this book is "orientated towards
biblical exposition. It is only as christ's words remain in us and we remain
in him that we will be delivered from the rootless christianity so characteristic
of our times. only as God's word makes its impact on tire way we think,
live, and feel will we develop hearts that are characterised bv obedience
to God, and filled with love for him."

The author therefore guides us through bible teaching on the triune being
of God as Creator, Covenant Lord, ever-present Saviour, in wisdom rulin!
the church, the faithful Provider of all good. So we are brought to say,
Let us worship God, Let us remember Him at all times.

"The goal is God himself
Not joy, nor peace;
Nor even blessing,
But himself, my God.
'Tis His to lead me there,
Not mine, but His -
At any cost, dear Lord
By any road."

This is the heart of true religion, the heart of the Gospel, the heart of
true mysticism. openness to God's word is the door of the heart which
God will enter, and in which He abides.

This small book deserves to become a spiritual classic, and readers will
ask for more. W. J. p.
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The Office and Work of The Holy Spirit
James Buchanan. Pp.284. f5.50. The Banner of Truth Trust.

James Buchanan was born in 1804, and a contemporary of the men
so greatly used by God in 19th century Scotland. He was eventually to
become Professor, first of Apologetics and later of Systematic
Theology at the Free Church College in Edinburgh.

It is refreshing to have a book on the Holy Spirit which teaches so
clearly the Spirit's central work of applying the saving work of Christ
to sinners, and subsequently sanctifying these people to be Christ-like.

The reviewer found the work to be wonderfully precise and
enlightening on the work of the Spirit. The treatment of the Spirit's
work in the conversion of sinners is particularly fine.

We commend the book very warmly. When we see the confusion in
Christendom, how we should pray that books of this type should be
read. Buy and read it you can, and if possible lend out to your
charismatic friends!

P.S.H.A.
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