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"What doest thou here, Elijah?"
A Sermon by the Editor

,. I Kings 19:9

Elijah was a man of deep devotion, of unquestionable obedience, of daring faith and
at the same time of true humility, but this chapter from which our text is taken records
a sad experience in Elijah's life, a dark valley through which he passed. It tells of a
breakdown, of defeat, of humiliating failure. One day he was the champion of the prophets
and the very next day he was cowering in the wilderness and the powerful prophet was
reduced to the ranks of a frightened fugitive. "What doest thou here, Elijah?"

It is noteworthy I think that the Bible saints failed where we least expect it. You have
Abraham spoken of as the father of all them that believe, but Abraham's faith failed when
he went down into Egypt; he lied to Pharaoh about his wife; his faith suffered an eclipse.
Or you think of Moses who had the distinction of being the meekest man upon the earth
and yet Moses missed Canaan because he spoke unadvisedly with his lips. Or when you
come into the New Testament there is John the great Apostle and exponent of love and
yet you find John in a moment of great intolerance because the Samaritans were not willing
to provide the hospitality that was desired, said to the Lord "Shall we call fire down from
heaven upon them and consume them?" Sometimes the Bible saints fail where we least
expect it but surely that is a mark of the authenticity of the Bible that it does not cover
up the defects in its greatest saints and so with Elijah we might have thought that he would
have been above human weakness but he is shown to be very much like ourselves. Indeed,
James tells us in his Epistle that "Elijah was subject to like passions as we are. " He was
no unfeeling man of iron. He was not a man with nerves of steel but he was essentially
flesh and blood, and so God's question was put to him. "What doest thou here, Elijah?"

Before we come to the question let us look at the circumstances, and consider The flight
to the desert. You remember all that preceded it and how Jezebel's indignation knew
no bounds. She was like a tigress robbed of her young. She was resolute and crafty and
intriguing and unscrupulous. Policy as well as indignation prompted her to act at once
so that very night amidst the violence of the storm she sends a message to Elijah (v.2)
"So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them
by tomorrow about this time. " But when you think of it; the message betrays the woman.
She dared not kill him though it was easily within her power. She had to content herself
with threats, but her mind was set to drive him from the country so that she might be
left again to repair the damage and the havoc that Elijah had done, so she sent this message,
this ultimatum. Now we would have expected that Elijah would have received the message
with unruffled composure or to have maintained a dignified silence or to have sent an
answer like Chrysostom sent to the Empress Euodoxia, the Jezebel of his age, "Go and
tell her, I fear nothing but sin." But how did Elijah react? v.3. "When he saw that, he
arose and went for his life. " We are looking now at the weakest moment of a strong man.
"He went for his life" But what a contrast between chapter 18 & chapter 19. In the one
you see Elijah at his best and in the second one at his worst. In the first we see Elijah
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strong in faith, a man of prayer, calling down fire from heaven and all the blessing that
attended his ministry and now it is a different Elijah. He is a man filled with fear and
he quailed before the threat of an unscrupulous woman. The hero of Carmel is the coward
of Jezreel; so after courage there comes cowardice; after the mountain top experience,
the desponding valley, and he who over-awed the worshippers of Baal seemed to have
found more than his match in Jezebel. Here is Elijah seized with fear to which hitherto
he seemed to have been a stranger. He trembled before Jezebel's threats and deserted the
post of duty through the fear of death. What a strange contradictionl You see he fled from
Jezebel for fear ofdeath on the one hand and how, in fact, he seeks it on the other, because
he prays "Oh Lord, take away my life for I am not better than my fathers." Oh what
a contrast. Here is the greatest and the bravest of the prophets lying under a bush and
begging to die. Fear certainly gripped him and fear is a dread monster and it has a terrible
grip and it seemed as though Elijah tried to escape even from himself, and he was unable
to bear the presence of his servant. He left his servant behind him. Sometimes when we
are very strained even the presence of friends and those nearest to us seem to irritate us
and as we say get on top of us, so it was with Elijah. He went by himself and he was
overwhelmed with depression. He was at his wits end. Of course, the Psalmist arrived
at a similar situation but he took himself to task and said "Why art thou cast down o my
soul and why art thou disquieted within me?" but not so Elijah, he wanted just to be by
himself and, in a sense, to enjoy his depression. Notice too he was full of self pity. How
very sorry he felt for himself! That is always a dangerous state to get into, to be sorry
for ourselves, and then, too, he had an unbalanced view of things. Look at v. l0; he says,
"I only am left - I only." In times of overstrain and illness everything does get out of
perspective and little problems become greatly exaggerated in our minds. A little hill
becomes a mountain, and we need to guard against discouragement and frustration, but
here is Elijah in the doldrums and it seems as though he had gone to pieces. Some
Commentators think that he had a nervous breakdown, and that may well be, but look
at his condition and to what it was due. I think for one thing it was due to overstrain.
We need to remember that for 3Vz years he had experienced terrific tension culminating
in the victory on Mount Carmel. Was it any wonder that he was exhausted mentally and
physically and that his nerves were very overstrained? And then he was physically
exhausted; his physical strength, his nervous energy were completely overtaxed because
he was suffering for one thing from a violent reaction now the extreme tension had been
relieved. That is true with most of us. We keep going while we have to and keep going
under the greatest of strain, but when that is removed we are just finished. So it was with
Elijah. We need to remember that he had just run l8 miles to escape from Jezebel and
was certainly all in, and we need to remember too that our inner life is very sensitive
to our outward circumstances and conditions. His bodily weariness and discomfort had
reacted on his soul - overstrain, physical exhaustion - and then, another thing, he was
obsessed with circumstances. Look at v.3 again, "When he saw that he fled." Up till
then he had been a man of deep faith and trust, like Moses, he had "endured as seeing
Him who is invisible." But you know when he looked at his peril his faith gave way.
He felt the evil to be stronger than he could ever grapple with and he began to think more
of his life than of God's cause. Was it not rather like that with Peter walking on the waves?
All went well until he looked down and he saw the wind boisterous and the waves were
ready to engulf him and he began to sink. He took his eyes off the Saviour.

I want you to notice this that God granted him not the oblivion of death for which he

,"-
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had prayed, but refreshing sleep. Now isn't it a mercy that God does not always answer
our prayers in the way that we would wish? Elijah prayed the Lord "Take away my life;
I am no better than my fathers." God does not answer that prayer; He had something
better in store. But just think of it, if God had taken Elijah at his word, well then. Elijah
would have died under a cloud. He would never have heard the'still small voice': he
would never have founded the school of the prophets; he would never have commissioned
Elisha and he would never have swept heavenwards in a chariot of fire. God knows best
as regards answers to our prayers.

But how did God deal with Elijah and his despondency? First of all, norice he provided
for his bodily needs, v.5, "And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then
an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat," and the angel provided for his
bodily needs; food was put before him and an angel was sent, not to talk to him nor to
remonstrate with him or to chase away his morbid feelings but to give him the bodily
sustenance that he needed. The ministry of angels was no strange occurrence in Hebrew
history. In this very same wilderness Ishmael's cries and Hagar's tears were answered
by an angel's presence. And when you think of it our Lord Himself having confronted
the devil 40 days and 40 nights in the wilderness Matthew says when the rempration was
over that "angels came and ministered unto Him." An angel came and ministered unto
Elijah at the point of his deepest need, but what he did first and foremost was ro provide
him with sustenance for the body. How gently then God dealt with Elijah in spite of his
miserable cowardly flight, God delegated a special envoy to spread a table in the wilderness,
and God's grace was sufficient for Elijah's need.

The second thing, he asked the pointed question of our text, "what doest thou here,
Elijah?" Now this, in itself, was an opportunity for Elijah to unburden his heart. God
allowed him to tell his grief, and this often affords relief. Elijah stated his case and in
so doing he eased his mind. When our friends are in trouble often the best thing we can
do is to provide them with an opportunity to open up their hearts. They don't always want
a lot of advice. Often what they need is a sympathetic ear, and that is what a minister
needs to have. He needs to speak a word in season, but he also needs to lend a sympathetic
ear because people want to unburden themselves. This is what God did for El4ah, He
gave him the opportunity to let it all out, "What doest thou here, Elijah?" Of course,
God knew it all - He did not need to be told, He knew the cause of Elijah's discotrragement;
He knew, too, that it would be good for the prophet to talk about it and not to bottle it
up. We need never to be afraid of unburdening ourselves in the presence of the Lord.
Yes, He knows all about your situation before ever you get down on your knees, but He
knows it is good for you to tell Him all your troubles, all your burdens. and to leave them
at His feet. He understands, and "His ear" we read "is not heavy that it cannot hear."
But Elijah tried to evade the question. He chose to dwell rather on his loyalty to the cause
of God and to contrast it with the sinful backsliding of the people, but God kept him at
it because this question occurs again in the chapter, "what doest thou here, Elijah?" God's
question was designed to make Elijah face realities. He had run away from his situation.
God is making him to face up to his fears and to his problems and to look them squarely
in the face. He asked him a pointed question.

Thirdly, He corrected his thinking, because Elijah said "I only am left." "I only."
But God said "You have got it all wrong. " v. l8. "I have left Me seven thousand in lsrael,
all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed
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him." Elijah was assured that he was not the solitary hero he imagined himself to be.
God brought him down from his pedestal of pride and disclosed that there were 7,000
who had not succumbed to the idolatry of the age, who still kept faith with God and walked
in the old paths. There was unwarrantable self-sufficiency in Elijah "I only am left,"
a sweeping unqualified assertion. He corrected his thinking.

Then notice, He entrusted him with further service. But before that God dealt with him
so wonderfully in that vision of power, the wind, the earthquake, the fire, and God was
not in any of these manifestations of nature, but in the still small voice, reminding us of
Psalm 46 where God says, "Be still and know that I am God." Elijah needed that. He
had a hectic life. He had been so busy upholding the cause of God and of truth, of leading
the nation, as he thought, back to the ways of God. "Be still" says God, "and know
that I am God, know that I am the High and the lofty One that inhabiteth eternity. " And
when God had sorted out the prophet and dealt with him so graciously physically, mentally
and spiritually, He gave him further work to do.

But, most wonderful of all, the Lord did not accuse Elijah of his failure, reminding
us of our Lord's dealings with Peter after his grievous failure, how that Peter had denied
Him that he never knew Him, never had any connection with Him, and the Lord took
Peter aside and said "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me?" There was no upbraiding;
there was no accusing, but this searching question, and Peter was restored to service. So
was Elijah. L,ook at v.15. It was said "Go return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus;
and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. And Jehu the son of Nimshi
shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah
shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. " A further task of service. Oh how gracious
is the God we serve, dealing with us at the point of our deepest need, not casting us off,
not upbraiding us, not accusing us, but restoring our soul and equipping us for further
service, "What doest thou here, Elijah?" How Elijah would bless God in after days for
His gracious dealings and go in the strength of that meat not only 40 days but to the end
of his life. "What doest thou here, Elijah?"

So may God bless His Word to each and everyone of us and may that word meet a
need, if not now, but may be for some coming day, that, whatever our problem, whatever
our circumstance it is not beyond the Lord's solving and dealing with. If He could deal
with Elijah He can deal with you spiritually, mentally, physically, whatever it is. He is
the Lord, the Sovereign Lord, Amen.

M.H.

When Dr. Owen, the great divine, was dying, friends gathered around were trying to
comfort him, when he said, "Do not speak to me in your own words, it costs me an effort
to think whether I can trust them, speak to me in the words of Scripture, they are God's
words. I can trust them."

1 1 3
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For Younger Readers
Carine Mackenzie

The Census

. This year every householder in Britain had to fill in a Census Form. On the form went
the names of every person staying in the house on a certain date, 21st April 1991. euestionswere asked about age, work, education, health, languages spoken, housing of eiery one
on the form.

, Who is asking these q^uestions and why do they want to know? The government planning
departments use the information we supply to work out where noJpitats or schools are
going to be needed, where.more housing will be necessary, which roads or transport services
will need_to be improved. What we fill in the form is private and confidential but the
data is collated from all the forms and a general picture bf population trends is built up.
There is a very good reason for taking the ."nrus.
We read in the Bible that King David iook a census of all his fighting men. He ordered
Joab and his commanders to make a count of all the troops. litrut *ut his reason for
doing this? It seems that king David's motives were wrong. It was not necessary for any
planning of strategy. The motive was perhaps pride in his-strong arrny or wanting to b!
able to trust in his military strength rather tlianln God. After the"reports came back with
the numbers of soldiers, David realised that what he had done was *iong. He should have
been looking to the Lord God alone. God punished his sin by sending a plague on the land.
_ Taking part in a census today is very easy. Someone delivers u fo; io the door, we
fill in the information, and then the form il collected asain.

At the time when Jesus was born, things were much moi difficult. The Roman emperor
decided that a census should be taken of the whole Roman Empire, which included the
land of Judea. No forms to fill in at home. People had to return to the home town of their
tribe. This meant that Joseph and Mary had to make a journey from Nazareth in Galilee
back to Bethlehem in Judea because Bethlehem was the town of David and Joseph belonged
to the family of David. Everyone else of that tribe had to do the same. Many people w-ere
in Bethlehem registering for the census. Houses and inns were full up. The Lord Jesus
was born in a stable in Bethlehem at that time.

When the census of Great Britain is taken we are counted :rmong the citizens of the land.
. . How_much more important to be counted among the citizens 6t coo', kingdom. God
himself counts those who are born again into his-kingdom. The Lord will write in the
register of the peoples: "This one was born in Zion.,,psalm g7.

We write on the census form what our work is. Each one in God's kingdom has important
work to do for him. whatever we do to help the least important p"iron, ,e ur" doing
it for Jesus.

The census form asks about the kind of house we live in. A more important question
for us would be are we living with Jesus Christ or not.

What kind of education qualifications do we have? The education and teaching that will
really last is the teaching we receive from God.
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Jesus tells us "[,earn from me - and you will find rest for your souls." Our prayer
should be ''Teach me thy way, O Lord. " Psalm 27. I I Our names would all have appeared
on a census form. We have been counted among the millions of people in Britain. Pray
earnestly that you will be among the people in God's kingdom, trusting in the Lord Jesus
as Lord and Saviour.

QULZ
! '  .

l. How many men sat down to eat a meal provided by Jesus from 5 loaves and 2 fishes?
John 6.  l0

2. God takes care of every detail of our lives. What has he counted to show this care?
Matthew 10.30.

3. What should we number aright, so that we may gain a heart of wisdom? Psalm 90.12.

4. Who took a census of all the aliens who were in Israel? 2 Chronicles 2.17.

5. Abraham was told to look up to heaven and count what, if he could? Genesis 15.5.

6. The Lord told Moses in the desert to count which tribe? Numbers 3.15.

7. John, in his vision, saw a great crowd that no one could count. Where were they standing?
Revelation 7.9.

The Ministry of Angels
F .  J .  H A R R I S

(Mr. Harris is Pastor of Uxbridge Road Tabernacle, London)

"...which things the angels desire to look into" I Peter l:12

Most of us probably give little or no thought to the ministry of angels. We are told
that they are all "ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs
of salvation" Heb. I:14, but because theirs is an unseen ministry we are largely unaware
of it. Only eternity will reveal our indebtedness to our angelic fellowservants.

We are also told that they "excel in strength, do God's commandments and hearken
unto the voice of His word" Psalm 103:20. We read of their appearances in Old Testament
days (though we must remember that the "angel of the Lord" was a manifestation of the
Son of God prior to His incarnation); we read of their activity just prior to our Saviour's
birth (Matthew l:20-24;2:13; Luke 1:11-20; 26-28;2:9-15), during the temptation (Mark
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1:13) and agony in the garden of Gethsamane (Luke 22:43) and after His resurrection.
There is rejoicing in their presence when a sinner repents (Luke 15:10) and they carry
the souls of believers to glory after their death (Luke 16:22). Sometimes they reveal thl
will of God (Acts 10:3-6), they will accompany the Lord Jesus when He returns in glory
(2 Thess. l:7) and gather both believers (Matt. 24:31) and unbelievers (Mart. l3:4lb fo;
their final destinies. We also read of elect angels (l Tim. 5:21) and fallen angels (2 Peter
2:4; Jude 6; Rev. 12:7-9), and of the judgment of angels (l Cor. 6:3).

But do we know anything of those matters which arouse the interest and excite the
attention of angels? The great ones of this world study commerce, science, politics,
philosophy: what do angels study? This is something we could never have known if it
had not been revealed, but revealed it has been and we discover that that which occupies
the rapt attention of angels is the gospel, the grace of God and the salvation of sinnirs.
So the apostle wrote, "of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently,
who have prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: searching what, oi what
manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in thern did signify, when it testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. Unto whom it was
revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are
now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy
Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into." I peter
l : lO-12.

Now we know that "All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable..."
What profit can we gain from this knowledge that angels have an intense and wondering
interest in matters relating to salvation?

Firstly, we learn that although they are exalted beings, angels grow in understanding
and knowledge. They are but creatures and although vastly superior to us in many ways
(2 Peter 2:ll) yet they are limited in knowledge. For instance, they do not know the day
of our Lord's return any more than we do (Matt. 24.36); the manifold wisdom of God
has been more clearly displayed to them by the church (Eph. 3:10); the sealed scroll in
Revelation 5 was sealed to angels as well as men for no-one, in heaven or earth was able
to open it. So they desire to learn from the great scheme of redemption.

Some imagine that as soon as redeemed sinners enter heaven they shall understand all
things. But, as it is with angels, so shall it be with us - the passing ages will reveal to
us yet more and more of the glories of our God and Saviour and every revelation will
afford fresh grounds for praise.

Secondly, does this not also teach us the vastness ofthe gospel? A comparatively ignorant
man may teach one more ignorant than himself. But angels are the first of all created beings
in intelligence. If the gospel can teach them, if it can enlighten and enlarge their views,
if it draws forth their wonder and astonishment, then how well is it called "the wisdom
of God in a mystery... the deep things of God" (l Cor.2:7, lO).

If, after having been employed in the works of God from the beginning; if, after all
the scenes which have passed before them in succeeding ages; if, after seeing Patriarchal,
Jewish and Christian eras; if, after seeing, in the fulness of time, the advent of Christ,
the descent of the Holy spirit and the various miracles and gifts which He gave; if, after
all this they are still, as Peter writes, diligently exploring the gospel, then how great is
the gospel!

Men sometimes foolishly think they have got to the bottom of the gospel and understand
it fully. They would do better to exclaim "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
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and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding
out !  (Rom. 1 l :33) .

Thirdly, we may learn something more of the excellence of the gospel. Would angels
trifle? Does not their interest indicate that the gospel is of surpassing glory? This "gospel

of our salvation", this "glorious gospel of the blessed God", displays more of God's
perfections than anything else.

"In His highest work, redemption,
See His glory in a blaze:'
Nor can angels ever mention
Aught that more of God displays.
Grace and justice
Here unite to endless days."

We cannot rightly judge the value of anything by the attention men pay to it. They may
be compelled by authority, governed by vanity, biased by selfish interest or led astray
by novelty. The most absurd theories and trivial pursuits have had distinguished followers
and we know that to be learned is not always to be wise. But there cannot be the slightest
doubt that ifangels desire to look into these things, such things deserve to be looked into.

How blessed we are then to be subjects of the gospel, to have had its truths savingly
revealed to us. Did not our Lord say, "Blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your
ears, for they hear. For verily I say unto you, that many prophets and righteous men have
desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things
which ye hear, and have not heard them. " (Matt. 13: 16-17). Ought we not to meditate
on and the contemplate the mysteries of the gospel? Let us never weary of hearing it or
telling it, for we have greater reasons than the angels to study it and rejoice in it, for:

"When we sing redemption's story,
they must fold their wings.
For angels never knew the joy
that our salvation brinss."

Jottings from a Pitgrim's Notebook
John 10 w 10-21

Consider what the Shepherd does for the sheep.
He does not come to take anything of value from us, like a thief. He came that we might

have life eternal; Life that we can never lose, life that is communion and fellowship with
God. Not simply salvation from hell, a life in heaven after physical death; but the enjoyment
of God's presence now in all I do and say. he does not come just to give me enough life
to know Him as my Saviour and God; he comes to give me abundant life. It is His Will
and He provides for me to be yoked with Him, so that toge(her with Him I may visit others,
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I may write to others, I may help them and share His presence and love with them. Together
with Him I may do the common things so that chores may become divine servicel pain
and weakness become His vehicles of patience, meeknesi and power.

He giveth His life for the sheep, when the hired man runs away to save his own skin.
So r,ord, as I am yoked with Thee, grant that my life too may be given in daily service
to^thy sheep: and I may not spare myself. How wonderful thai thotidost know every one
of thy sheep through and through, even as Jesus is known by the Father. Thou hast said
that-all who truly believe in Thee know Thee intimately, and experimentally, not just
intellectually. Thou has other sheep of different nationalities, and of differeni cultuies;
help me to receive such and love them with the love thou has given me. I read here of
thy conquest of death. Thou didst freely lay down Thy life for thy streep as commanded
by the Father, but Thou didst rise again with the resuriection body. Help me to remember
today that with Thee death can have no power over me at all. itrou Olast say ..Blessed
are the dead which die in the Lord" Rev. 14: 13 May I enjoy this abundant liie this day.
Amen.

A.V.Mc.C.

New Promises to Abraham
' 

MALCOLM JONES (Crockenhill, Swanley, Kenr)

Genesis l7:l-14.23-27

At least fourteen years had gone by since the Lord had spoken to Abraham.
. If we are tempted to think Abraham's life was one long trail of divine encounters, it
!s, worth noting some of the time lapses between them. Foi supernatural experiences are
big business today! The most spiritual people are often deemed to be those who have the
most sensational experiences to relate! Seeing is reckoned to be believing! The word of
the Lord to Thomas "Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have b-elieved" (John
2o:29) has gone out of fashion, for men now prefer to walk by sight, not by faith.

Nor should we overlook the uniqueness of Abraham's experiin."i h"r", bui that will
follow in the next study.

What we have before us in the first 14 verses of this chapter is a confirming by God
of the covenant made with-Abraham in chapter 15. It may seem stange that suih a long
interval of time had been allowed to pass without any sign of th" cou.nint promises (made
in c.l5) being realised. There are possibly two reasons for the delay. The first reason
is that Abram spoiled things completely in c.l6 by going along with Sarai's scheme of
obtaining a son through Hagar, a salutory lesson in undeistanding that the end does not
justifu the means. In this connection the appearing in c.l7 is impo-rtant as a confirmation
that his act of unbelief has not set aside the purpose and promise oiGoO. The call to Abram
in v.l is a call to live differently from the way he hid acted in chapter 16.

The second reason for the delay is to ensure that the birth of the true ireir to the promise
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will be something right outside human ability. Romans 4:19 says this, "And being not
weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred
years old." God often waits till we get to the end of our resources before stepping in.
Not only does that test and strengthen our faith; it also makes clear who alone is due the
credit for the miracle when it happens.

And so the Lord appeared to Abram to confirm a covenant already made - a covenant
instituted by God and guaranteed by God. Abram had only to sit back, only to accept
what God had pledged to him by sacrifice. And here in chapter 17 God doesn't go back
on that. This it not a bargain between equals. God is still supreme. He has accepted Abram
on the basis of grace only through faith; but He has called Abram to Himself - into a
relationship of loving allegiance. And so, graciously, (after Abram's lapse), the Lord again
appears to restore his wayward pilgrim, to reassure him of the grace in which he stands
and to challenge him to walk worthy of the calling he has received. There are three things
to notice about this covenant-confirmation ceremony in vs. l-14.

1. The Parties to it, vs. 1-3.
The first name that appears is Abram, and he is introduced as an elderly man. That is
important, for it is going to tell us where any hope of fulfilment of the covenant promise
actually lies. And, far from strikrng up any bargain with God, we discover (v.3) that
Abram's response was to fall face down to the earth in grateful humility and reverence.

The key party to the covenant is God and He comes on the scene using a new title,
"I AM GOD ALMIGHTY". El Shaddai is a title that lays stress on God's power, as
opposed to human weakness. It comes into its own in God's dealings with Jacob, and is
a favourite title for God in the book of Job.

'It was the claim of El Shaddai to be powerful where man was weakest, and He exerts
this claim supremely by promising to an obscure and numerically tiny family that they
should one day possess and populate a land which, in their day, was inhabited and owned
by people immeasurably their superiors in number and power. In this first use of the name
God's almighty power is to be demonstrated in two specific ways. He is, on the one hand,
in control of the nations and their territory, and on the other He is able to give to Abram
and Sarai a son in their old age.l J.B.

How encouraging to have a God like that! Quite right, but it also brings responsibilities
which are these. "Walk before Me and be blameless. " I can do no better than quote Joyce
Baldwin who says, "The verb 'walk', used already of the Lord God in the garden (3:8),

of Enoch, who 'walked with God' (5:24) and of Noah (6:9), is a reminder that all of life
is an ongoing pilgrimage. There can be no 'once for all' formula for instance holiness,
because life's circumstances and demands keep changing, like the difference phases of
a journey . In all of them the Lord wants His people to please Him by walking before Him,
that is, in His presence, with nothing to hide from Him. Abram is to live so as to win
God's approval, and be blameless (Heb. tamin) The word is used of Noah in 6:9; its root
meaning is'whole' 'integrated', as a person is whole who puts all his energies into one
pursuit. Abram is to be wholly dedicated to God's cause. He is not free to live like the
Canaanites around him, nor to be half-hearted in his service to God, but to be whole-
hearted in following the Lord."

And of course this is what the Lord looks for in us. The cause of Christ languishes,
it is restricted, it is held back from true advancement, because of half-heartedness. We
have to constantly ask ourselves whether what satisfies us satisfies Him.
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unlike us, the Lord is not fickle. He says, "I will confirm My covenant between me
and you and_will greatly increase your numbers. " Praise God we can rely on Him to keep
His word. What is the word of His covenant to Abram here? It is twoiold. It is a wori
of promise and it is a word of obligation. The word of promise is set out in verses 4-8,
introduced by the words, "As for Me". The word of obiigation is set out in verses 9-14.
Let us look at these two paragraphs individually.

2. The Promiser of it. vs. 4-8
what is God's part in the covenant? what does the "as for Me" involve? The Lord's
part is to make and keep promises. The verses are sprinkled with the words, "I will"
and even where they do not appear they are implied.

The promises relate specifically to the same two things as were found when the covenant
was established in c. 15 - descendants and territory - but the promise about descendants
is expanded in some detail here. It is not simply their numbei to be guaged by the stars
in the skies now, but a further elaboration.

way back in c.l2:2 when God had called Abram out of paganism, He promised to make
him "into a great nation". But here in v.4 God tuyr ',thou shalt be a father of manv
nations" and he most certainly became that. Midianites and Ishmaelites and Edomites ai
well as Israelites all descended from this man Abram.

As a pledge of what would be, Abram was given a new name - Abraham; for the exalted
father was to become the father of multitudes. And not until we reach the New Testament
do we discover just how great this promise was. For there we learn that all Abraham's
offspring includes ''those who are of faith. " (Romans 4: l6). All the tribes and languages
and peoples, nations who will yet surround the throne of God and the Lamu, wltt-te
descendants of Abraham - the man of faith. "The whole land of Canaan" was also included
in the covenant - "As an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you"
- a promise which must have been so difficult to receive at a time when Abram was
but "an alien". To an aged pilgrim with no true heir and without an army, God promised
an innumerable seed and a land inhabited by others. But He did more, He promised Himself.
(v.7)

This was crucial for everything else. If God did not pledge Himself to Abraham then
forget the promises. Who else could fulfil them? But if God was on his side, who or what
could stop those promises being fulfilled?

There is a spiritual dimension which is both the foundation of the covenant and its greatest
feature. "I will be your God" v.7 "I will be their God" v.8. Once that is established,
we can sleep at night. Once that relationship is guaranteed, we can feel safe and secure.
Once we know that tie binding Him to us, we are set free to live for Him. For we must
remember that God promised all this before vs.9-14 without conditions. It was pure grace
on God's part.

3. The Obligations of it. vs.9-14
God has told Abram what he would do. From vs.4-8 we have what God had pledged Himself
to do.

V.9 Notice the order again. God entered into a covenant with Abraham, made great
promises to Abraham, guaranteed personally to fulfil them. All was by grace through iaith.
But now the covenanted man is to keep the covenant. Similarly, it ii ttre person who has
become a disciple who is to be baptised and taught to obey everything the Lord commands.

--L
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We are not saved "by works" but "to do good works. " (Ephesians 2:9-10) How were
Abraham and his descendants to keep God's covenant with them? Look at v.10.

"This is My covenant, which ye shall keep, between Me and you and thy seed after
thee. Every man child among you shall be circumcised. And ye shall circumcise the flesh
of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt Me and you."

But what was the requirement of God all about?
As far as the rite itself was concerned, it was a command given to Abraham and his

descendants to be obeyed by the performing of a physical operation.
The rationale for it lay in it being God's brand on His people. It was an outward sign

that spoke of a relationship between the person and God (v.l l), and then a sign of a link
with all others who shared in God's covenant. (v.14). It distinguished the true people
of God from those who were not. You may remember how young David, hearing the
challenge of Goliath for the first time, said to the men standing near, "Who is this
UNCIRCUMCISED Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?" "Thy

servant slew both the lion and the bear: this UNCIRCUMCISED Philistine shall be as
one of them, because he hath defied the armies of the living God." (1 Sam. 17:36)

As with any religious exercise the rite of circumcision was no guarantee of the reality
within. It was possible to undergo the ritual, without practising the reality of which it
spoke. It was possible to be outwardly linked with God and His people and yet at heart
be far from God. Moses spoke to his nation in these words recorded in Deuteronomy c.l0
"Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the Lord's thy God, the earth also,
with all that therein is. Only the Lord had a delight in thy fathers to love them, and He
chose their seed after them, even you above all people, as it is this day. Circumcise therefore
the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked." (Deut. l0:14-16)

Much later Jeremiah brought a severe warning in chapter 9 of his prophecy. It was this:-
"Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will punish all them which are circumcised
with the uncircumcised: Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, and
Moab, and all that are in the utmost corners, that dwell in the wilderness: for all these
nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart."
(Jeremiah 9:25-26\

They meticulously observed the religious ritual which proclaimed them to be the people
of God, but they lived just like the pagans around them.

When we come over to the New Testament we discover that circumcision of the flesh,
as a religious ordinance, has been abolished. The simple reason is, that the covenant to
which it became linked was superseded. Christ has brought an end to that ritualistic law.
To aim at obtaining God's favour or entering His family, on those grounds, is futile and
offensive to the work of the cross. The important thing is not whether or not we are
spiritually descended from him. The physical operation here therefore has been replaced
by a spiritual one at conversion. Paul puts it like this in Romans 2:28-29. "For he is not
a Jew, which is one outwardly: neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh:
But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit,
and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men but of God."

Writing to some converted pagans at Ephesus, Paul wrote these words in chapter 2.
"Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called
Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That
at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:
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But now in christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of
Chr is t . "  (vs.  1 l -12) .

They did not enter God's new covenant community by circumcision but by the blood
of christ. And yet they were circumcised. colossians 2:ll-l2. "In Him also ye are
circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins
of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also ye
are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised Him from
the dead. "

Every believer has been circumcised by the circumcision of Christ - meaning His death
on the cross. When the Lord Jesus died, every believer in Him died at the same time -
to sin, (Romans 6:11), to the law (Galatians 2:19) to self (Gal. 2:20) and to rhe world
(Gal .  6 :  l4)

Our entire evil nature was cut off and thrown away - out of the sight of God. It died
as far as God is concerned, and it has been buried in the deepest sea.

My task is to think of it in the same way, but where can I get the power to do so? Come
over to another circumcision verse, Romans 4:11. Writing about Abraham Paul says:-"And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which
he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though
they be not circumcised: that righteousness might be imputed unto them also."

What is Paul saying? Simply this. Abraham was counted righteous by God on account
of his act of faith at least 14 years before he was circumcised. So it was not that which saved
him. But he received circumcision as a seal, an assurance, a pledge of the new relationship
he had with God.

And what is it we have as a seal and pledge of the covenant into which we have entered
with God? Not baptism! This is the answer Paul gives in Ephesians l:13. "In whom ye
also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the
earnest ofour inheritance until the redemption ofthe purchased possession, unto the praise
of His glory."

He is the pledge within that we are children of God. He is the mark that guarantees
our privilege as sons of God and fellow-citizens with God's people. His is the power by
which we can enjoy our inheritance.

So that to believers at Philippi, assaulted by Jewish religionists Paul says "Beware of
dogs, beware of evil workers, because of the concision. For we are the circumcision which
worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh. "

Philippians 3:2-3. You might be Jews physically, but in rejecting God's Son you have
rejected a place in His family and people. The title "circumcision" has been transferred
from you "legalists", to we who worship by the Spirit of God. It has been transferred
from you murderers of the Holy and Righteous one to we "who glory in christ Jesus. ",

It has been transferred from you who put your boast in the law to us "who put no confidence
in the flesh. " We are now the true covenant people of God, and the reality of it is shown
in the way we live. Circumcision has now become a spiritual action by which I become
a child of God.

Eleven disciples went to Galilee 40 days after Jesus rose from the dead, "And Jesus
came and spake unto them, saying, "All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations," - circumcising them? No, He did not.
He said, "Baptising them". Why the change?

F
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Circumcision was a most appropriate form of religious sign in Israel because old covenant
blessing came by physical descent. One became an Israelite by being born of Jewish parents.
And circumcision was therefore a graphic reminder of such a privileged natural birth.

But when we come to the New Testament and the New Covenant we discover that the
right to become children of God is given to children born not of natural descent, but born
of God.

Baptism, like circumcision, is an outward sign of being born into the family of God
- one into the family of physical descendants, the other into the spiritual family of
Abraham, graphically portraying how we have been reborn.

Well, let us finish by going back to the closing verse of Genesis L'7, "rn the selfsame
day was Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael his son. And all the men of his house, born
in the house, and bought with money of the stranger, were circumcised with him."

Implicit and immediate obedience marked the man Abraham. Without any delay and
in spite of the pain involved, nothing would stop Abraham from bearing in his body the
mark of being a person who belonged to the Lord Almighty by covenant. May we be
found responding to God's word with equal rapidity.

In the words of Mary the mother of Jesus, "Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it."

Our Great High Priest
Isa. A. Buckley (Winchcombe, Cheltenham)

The Lord Jesus Christ has many wonderful Names and Titles. He is our Saviour and
Redeemer. Our Lord and Master. The Author and Finisher of our faith. The Captain of
our salvation. He is our Advocate and great High Priest.

Let us obey the injunction found in Scripture. Consider Him.

Hebrews 3:1. Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our Profession, Christ Jesus.

Consider. Contemplate, fix the eyes of mind and heart upon this One, our great High
Priest. There is no other priest. We need no other priest.

Hebrews chapter 5 tells us much about this great High Priest.

He was taken from among men. He had to be one of ourselves so that He might understand
and feel for our human condition, and all that pertains to it. Our Lord was Son of Man.
There is no experience we are called to pass through, no trial or temptation that He has
not undergone. "In every pang that rends the heart the Man of Sorrows had a part. " He
understands too the human joys and delights with which He is pleased to bless us.

He was appointed by God. Not any one will do. No one can appoint himself. The Old
Testament priest and prophets were all called and chosen by God. So our l-ord Jesus Christ
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Before the throne of God above
I have a strong a perfect plea;
A great High Priest, whose Name is Love
Who ever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on His Hands,
My name is written on His heart;
I know that while in heaven He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair,
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look, and see Him there
Who made an end of all my sin.

Because the sinless Saviour died
My sinful soul is counted free;
For God, the Just, is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there, the Risen Lamb!
My perfect, spotless Righteousness
The great unchangeable I AM,
The King of Glory and of Grace.

One with Himself, I cannot die.
My soul is purchased by His Blood;
My life is hid with Christ on Hieh.
With Christ, my Saviour anA my-dod.

C. L. Bancroft.

iy G-9d's appointed Saviour and High Priest. There is salvation in no other. He alone isthe Way to the Father.

He was active on behalf of the peopre in the things of God. He brought the blood ofsacrifice on theirbehalf, he stood before God for theri. So our t-ora, on our behalfentered
into H^e^aven bearing the. offering of His own most precious Blood shed for us. His sacrificeand offering were perfect in God's sight and so He raised Him from the dead.

He made intercession for the people and blessed them in the name of the Lord. Howthe Jewish people of old would wiit in awe and_fear until the iign r.r"rt re_appearedfrom the Holy of Hollies to bring assurance of God's u...pru*.ina utersing. So ourLord Jesus christ ever lives to mike inte..ession for us (Hetrews l:zs.1,appears in thepresence of God for us (Hebrews 9:24.), and pours out His blessing upon us day by day.what a glorious thought, our Risen 
^Lord 

in the cioii,-ou, Great HighPr iest . . . . . . . .Consider  Him.
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Our Father .i

Peter King (Stanford, Beds)

Christians often refer to God as "Our Father" and rightly so. What do we know of
God as our Father? Scripture is replete with evidence and I suggest this is divided into
four main sections.

l. He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is that wonderful but mysterious
relationship which was before the foundation of the world. Jesus ever was the eternal Son
of the Father as John tells us "In the beginning was the Word (Christ) and the Word was
with God and the Word was God."

2. Secondly God is our Father through Adam who is the natural father of us all. Luke
takes us back to Adam the Son of God in his 3rd chapter and verse 38.

3. Thirdly He is the Father of mercies which come from his bountiful hand. Paul reflects
on this in 2 Cor 1.3 "....blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort."

4. Lastly and it is here we shall concentrate our study, he is the Father to the Church
in adoption and regeneration. "...Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry Abba Father. " says
Paul to the Romans.

I shall try to show you that as an earthly father has care and compassion on his children
so our father in heaven has to his people. Sadly in the day in which we live, earthly fathers
walk out on their children and the one parent family is the sign of our time. Our Father
will never do that to us for he says "I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. "

Again He says" I will never leave thee nor forsake thee. "May we be able to grasp this
wonderful fact more fully, especially as we see that great day approaching.

As humans we came into being of our father. He gave us being, hence we are called
offspring. God our Father gives spiritual life to his people and maintains that life within
them. "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a living hope."

In the maintenance ofour spiritual life our father cares for us and brings us up in parental
tenderness. Peter says to be laid to the breast "like new born babes, desire the sincere
milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby." He provides the clothes we need, that
Robe of Righteousness, not as so many today who neglect their children or abandon them.
Our Heavenly Father who so clothes the grass of the field will much more clothe us, even
although we are of so little faith. (Matthew 6 v 30).

Naturally, as children, we had our days of sickness. Sometimes this was through our
own foolishness, other times because of contact with others. As our parents cared for us
so our heavenly Father pities our sickness and sorrows and sends the Holy Spirit the
Comforter. Indeed our great sickness which was unto death He sent his Son to save us
from because we are precious in his sight, and honourable, therefore he hath loved us.
(Isaiah 43 v 4). His protection is ever over us so that even Satan himself cannot ultimately
do us harm. "If it had not been the Lord who was on our side when men rose up against
us, then would they have swallowed us up alive." (Psalm l24v 3).

To sustain our natural body we must eat. Food and drink are just as important as the
clothes we wear. So spiritually our Father will not deny this necessity. Our Lord so
beautifully teaches us this when he suggests that a natural father would not give a stone
to his child when the child cried for food, so our heavenly Father will not mock us when
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we call upon Him. "The young lions do lack and suffer hunger, but they that seek the
Lord shall not want any good thing. (psalm 34 v 10)

^ 
When a child begins to speak the father's ear is ready to hear, and he gets great delight

from those few words. How much more our Heavenly i?ather delights to hear his children
pray. They may chatter as the crane but he will not despise them"(Isaiah 38 v 14). Theil
stammer is music in His ear and He has a special care to those who are weak. He carries
them in His bosom and gently leads those that are with young. (Isaiah 40 v l1)

It is-most important that.a father sets a good example to tris"family. Those of us who
are fathers mourn our sin in this respect. Not so wlth GoA our Father. He is worthy to
be copied as our Lord Jesus Christ says "Be merciful as your Father also is merciful.,'
(Luke 6 v 36). In this respect a child that walks close to His father will have the best
communion, and like King David be described as '.A man after God's own heart. " (Acts
13:22).

Our education often sets the scene for the rest of our life. If we have no desire to learn
we shall live a hum-drum life. Learning opens up horizons so far undiscovered. Our
Heavenly Father instructs us in our wayi ana He only teaches to profit. (Isaiah 4g:17).
The more we learn of Christ the morq we shall wani to know.

The general care of our children takes many forms, some of which are pleasant and
some unpleasant. Our heavenly Father wil l not always do what we ask,'because that is
not in our best interest. Sometimes we do not receive because we do not ask in faith.
(James l:5). Even when we stray from Him He has a watchful eye on us, and is grieved
to our rebellion. "I have nourished and brought up children" h" ,uy, ..and th{, have
rebelled against me."

correction must be the- most difficult duty placed on parents. Do we go too far or not
far enough? God our Father has no such pioblem. He knows what to do and ..executes
not the fierceness of His anger to destroy Ephraim. " He corrects in pity and love and
always at the right level.

Finally the time comes.when-our earthly parents pass away. Good parents makes provision
for their children in their will. Our Heivinly Father has provided for us an inheritance
incorruptible, undefiled, that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven. ..oh how great is thy
goodness which thou laid up for them that fear thee (psalm 3l:19)

We have so much to be thankful for in a world of greed and sin. It is our privilege
9In" in a society of plenty, while thousands are hungiy and uncared for. Thg, orphais
of Romania, and the neglected of Kenya. Let us not foiget our blessings and complain
with them in our hands. Not only do we have providential-mercies but a Ioving Heavenly
Father who thinks of our best interests every time. perhaps. when we say ..our Father"
next time, some of these great and precious promises will stand before our eyes,and we
fult_!: able to say "Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the Glory, for ever and ever,
AMEN. ' '

T
T

"If such the sweetness of the streams,
What must the FOUNTAIN be,

where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from THEE?"
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Christian Freedom
W. J. Parker (Colwyn Bay)

The Apostle Paul tells us that we are members of a heavenly city, the Church of Christ,
which membership makes us freemen of the Kingdom of God.

I. It is Christ who makes us free.

In Gal. 5.1. Paul said "Stand fast therefore in the liberty with which Christ has made
us free. " We confirm this in christian experience. Arnold Dallimore has recently written
a Life of Charles Wesley, and reveals that the hymn "And can it be" was his personal
testimony. He wrote 'Long my imprisoned spirit lay fast bound in sin and natures night.
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, I woke,-the dungeon flamed with light. My chains
fell off, my heart was free, I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.' Experience confirms
that "If the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed." (Jn. 8.36.)

II. Christ uses three means to ensure our freedom.

I. He Jrees us by the work done on the cross.
John in Rev. 1.5-6, ascribes glory to Christ, because He "loved us, and washed us

from our sins in his own blood." What is the cross to us? For many it is looked on as
an example. An example of love, of humility, of self sacrifice, of faithfulness, Truly the
cross is all these things, but it is more! The cross is an expiation, an atonement, a
redemption. Peter said, (l Pet. 2.24.) "Who himself bore our sins in his own body on
the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes
ye were healed. " Paul also tells us (Eph. 2:16.) that the cross is the means of reconciliation
for both Jews and Gentiles, to God. Love and justice are equally satisfied. 'Bearing shame
and scoffing rude, In my place condemned He Stood. Sealed my pardon with His blood,
Hallelujah, what a Saviour.'

2. He frees us also by the tuth.
In John's Gospel (8.32) our Lord said, 'If you continue in my word, then are you my

disciples indeed; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." Bible
study is essential to the growth of the christian life. It is milk for the babes, and strong
meat for the fully grown. A Sunday school teacher was explaining the christian armour
from Ephesians 6, and asked what weapon the christian carried. The amazing reply came,
'The axe of the Apostles, Miss'. But seriously, the writings of the Apostles are the Word
of God, which is'the sword of the Spirit', the battle axe by which the Holy Spirit slays
error and brings the truth to light.

3. He frees us also by the work of the Holy Spirir.
When we are born again we receive the spirit of adoption which enables us to say in

prayer, Abba, that is Father. Paul said (Rom. 8.14-15) that "as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. " Now Jesus asked Peter, From whom do Kings
take tribute, their children or strangers? Peter replied, From strangers. "Then are the

I
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children free. " There are two basic laws of God in operation: the law of sin and death,
that is "the soul that sin_n9th, it shall die"; and the law of the Spiriiof Life. This latter
is the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers, or sanctification. paul said (Rom.
8.2'll)- "The law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law
of sin and death." and "If the Spirit of him that raised up r"tur fro- the dead dwell in
Iol,. h: that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his
Spirit that dwelleth in you." The first law is of the justice or"coJ, ihe second is of thegrace of God. The first universal, the second personal.

III. The Purpose of God in our Freedom.
Peter tells us clearly (l pet. 2. 15-16) ''This is rhe will of God that by doing good you

may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men; as free, yet not using your liberty as
a cloak for vice, but as servants of God. Honour all people, love the biotherhood, fear
God, honour the King. " We are all therefore Cod's wltnesses, in our own calling in life,
and having been set free from sin, we have become the servants of righteousn"rrl 1Ro-.6 . 1 8 ) .

IV. A twofold experience in Christian Freedom.

We might call these the face value and the spiritual value. Romans 6.7, tells us that"He that is dead is freed from sin." Even in worldly matters, dead men are no longer
responsible to human courts. So believers are dead in Christ's ieath to the law. They irejustified from all things. 'No condemnation now I dread, Jesus and all in Him is mine.,
_ But now the spiritual value. Adam in Eden sinned from selfish motives. If we believe
Jesus died for us from pure love, we must rive as unserfishly as He did. we must die
to self, in order to live to Him. To attain this we must become Christ centred. Jesus is
Lord of all. He is our Lord. We can sav.

Under Thy sway Lord, under Thysway,
Jesus the conqueror, have thine own way;
Fashion me make me, strong for the fray,
Always victorious, under Thy sway.

V. Freedom is the Gift of God.

. W-ith Jesus He gives us all things. eternal life, the Bread of Life, Assurance, Hopefulness,
the Joy of the Lord, the strength of the Spirit, and grace to persevere.

Life is still hard. we must enter the Kingdom throu!'h much tiibulation. yet in all these
things we are more than co_nquerors through Him th'at loved us. (Rom. g.32)

Thanks be unro God for His unspeakable gift. (2 Cor. 9.15.)

: *
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"Your harps, ye trembling saints,
Down from the willows take:

Loud to the praise of Love Divine,
Bid every string awake."
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John Foxcroft . 1594-1662.
FRANCIS  COXON

We believe that faithful biographical sketches are incentives and encouragements to the
love and practice of pure scriptural faith, and the lives of faithful diligent ministers, glowing
with christian zeaI. Our desire being to exhibit faithful portraitures of those who have
been eminently distinguished in their generation, by their laudable exertions in the cause
of truth, and their piety toward God.

I. Emmanuel College, Cambridge.
John Foxcroft was the eldest son of George Foxcroft, of Sowerby, Halifax, born in

January 1594, and admitted at Emmanuel College, Cambridge,6th April, 1611, and
graduated B.A. 1614-5. Sir Walter Mildmay, of Chelmsford, Essex, was the founder of
Emmanuel College, 1585, and noted for attachment to Puritan principle. The number of
leading divines of the seventeenth century educated at Emmanuel College, Cambridge,
is extraodinary. The college was dedicated, not to legendary saints, but to the divine
"Emmnnuel, which being interpreted is, God with us." Matthew 1.23. Built in the pious
hope that the gospel of the Son of God might never want an advocate while its foundation
should endure. "Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The
Lord knoweth them that are his." 2 Tim. ii.19. Anyone familiar with Puritan divinity,
Covenant theology, and the doctrines of grace, is acquainted the number of leading divines;
amongst whom were Thomas Shepard, John Preston, Thomas Watson, Stephen Charnock,
William Bridge, William Gurnall. Vide "Light from Old Times," by J. C. Ryle, Fifth
ed., 1924, pp. 325-355, all of whom passed through Emmanuel College.

Foxcroft graduated M.A. from Magdalen Hall, Oxford, 29th October,1617, and became
Rector of Gotham, some six miles west of Nottingham, situated on the south bank of the
river Trent. Anthony Wood writes that here "he continued a puritanical preacher several
years. At length closing with the presbyterians when they grew dominant in 1641."

II. Amicable friendship with Governor of Nottingham Castle.
Colonel John Hutchinson, of Puritan sentiments, was appointed Governor of Nottingham

Castle in 1643, his father Sir Thomas Hutchinson, of Owthorpe, Nottinghamshire, his
mother daughter of Sir John Byron, of Newstead, Nottinghamshire, an ancestor of John
Byron, the poet. Colonel Hutchinson's father, possessed a valuable library of theological
works, which passed into the hands of his son. "The result of John Hutchinson's studies
was that he embraced what his wife calls 'the truth' which means the scriptural doctrine
of Predestination." Memoirs by his wife Lucy, 1903 edition. Vide Romans 8:28-30:
"......For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did
predestinate, them he also called; and whom he called, them he also justified; and whom
he justified, them he also glorified, " an unbreakable, golden chain of divine principles,
which never can be broken, the work of the Triune Jehovah, and made known to the people
of His choice . "I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond
of the covenant," Ez. 20.31 , 

"the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded. "

Romans 11.7., "The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him, and he will show them
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his covenant'" Psalm 25.14. "The Memoirs" reveal the amicable friendship existing
between the Huthinsons a1d_ loxcloft in scriptural truths respecting the works of the puritan
ministers, John Tombs, 16o3-1676; and Henry Denne, a'i"o t5oo, evidently contained
in Hutchinson's library.

III. Member of Westminster Assemblv.
Upon the commencement of the civir war, he joined the parriament, and was muchmolested by the cavaliers, when he was engaged in the labours of his pastoral office atGotham. rn 1643, he was chosen one of th-e Assembly of Divines at westminster, andconstantly attended. Removing to London, he-became a frequent preacher in the city, anJhe preached, by invitation, sometimes to the Parliament. Tire names of the members aretruly illustrious, and worthy of being enrolled among the most leteurateo of their age.Their lives and experiences, are excellent mirrors oflnstruction, highly beneficial to allsucceeding generations. Some view of the lives and writings oi tn6se eminent divines,who met in the Assembly at Westminster; the constellationl which adorned that period

of the Reformation, having served their own generation by the will of God, ought to beremembered.

rv. Extracts from sermon preached before the House of commons.-'The Epistle Dedicatory" preceding rhe sermon is quoted from as fbllows.,"To the Honourable House of Commons, Assembled in parliament. The confluence ofso many new members (as doves to your windows,) occasioned thoughts of this subject;
which now (in obedience to your order) are presented to your view, arid the worlds: clean
contrary to mine own resolution, and the genius of my spirit. I desired, in the delivery
of them to your ears, to use all modesty becoming u -inirt", or tt e gosper; partly from
consciousness, of the tenuity of the man; of whom no other .un "uJly-"ntertain lower
thoughts; than he desires.to have of himself, partly of the matte;, uery capaute of various
interpretations...........Givemeleaveonlytoit"oit *tearsuponthe'neciofthebleeding
countyof Nottingham, my dear lthaca, now as beloved as tirat which gave me breath,
hluilg been the place of my ministry the longer half of my life. r'rom rrer the formality
of this unhappy war took first date (that is, thJerecting of tire Standard, charles I., 23rd.
August, 1642) and ever hath suffered the inroads of allarmies and parties passing between
North, and South.....the Lord Almighty bless your counsers, and mate yiu trappy
instruments to advance his glory, anO ttr-e kingdom's peace.......,,

The title of the sermon preached, reads: "Tie Goodof a good Government, and wellgrounded 
IEACE. opened in a sermon preached before-the Honourable House ofcommons, in Margaret's church at westmlnster, December 3r, 1645, being the day oftheir monthly fast." The rext being Isaiah 32.1-2:..Behold a King srra'tt reign in

righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgement. And a Man shall be as an hiding place
from the wind, and a covert from the i"*p"rt' as rivers of water in a dry place, as the
shadow of a great rock in a weary land.';

Extracts farg- l lengthy sermon are - "This chapter (as all Interpreters agree) is aprophecy of the Kingdom of Christ......and (as very many) His Kingaom is shadowed
under the type of Hezekiah's reign, and the good princes under him....]..nno our blessed
Lord (the other Man my_ text looks upon; anA inaieO chiefly intends) was carried on with
fervent affection to his Father's honour, in so high a degree, u, *. u." *u* irk" ;;;
near him; yet must set him before us for our imitationl wirictr appears both in that fact
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of his, John 2.15-16. And his disciples remembered that it was written; "The zeal of thine
house hath eaten me up. " Wisdom, Solomon's happy choice, when free liberty was given
him to ask what he would, 1 Kings 3.9. "Give therefore thy servant an understanding
heart to judge thy people: that I may discern between good and bad, for who is able to
judge this thy so great a people." Yea, so pleasing to God, that he not only bestowed,
what Solomon begged, in a most plentiful manner; but over and above his asking, gave
him riches and honour such as no other prince in the world then enjoyed........Wherein,
I beseech you (honourable and beloved) suffer a few words of exhortation: Strive you
all to be a hiding place from wind, and tempests, and the means of sweetest refreshing
to three poor shattered kingdoms; and let every one, that suffers pressure, or extremity,
find in you something, at least to quench his thirst; if not to satisfy his appetite .....so
may Christ (the great Rock in my text) be a shelter for you in that day, when the tempest
of the Lord's wrath shall fall upon the ungodly of the world....... Thus hath my text afforded
bread for the day, the shortness thereof, and the sharpness of the season, gave not leave
for a second view, which otherwise would have presented, the glorious excellences of
the Kingdom of Christ; and the great good, accrues to us from thence."

fV. Return to Gotham.
John Foxcroft returned to Gotham, where he died in 1662, the year of the coming into

force of the "Act of Unifo.mity," 24th August, often referred to as "Black Bartholomew,"
when some two thousand godly ministers were ejected from their livings. His son, Moses
Foxcroft, succeeded him at Gotham in 1663, Moses was born at Gotham, 1627 , and died
in 1673.

John Foxcroft is one of the eminent divines whose name appears in "A Copy of the
Certificate or Attestation, about the General desire in both Kingdoms (England and Scotland)
to have the Belgick or Dutch Annotations upon the Bible (come forth first A.D. 1637.)
Translated into English, by Theodore Haak. Printed London 1657."

The Certification or Attestation comprising a total thirty-five signaturies, Puritans and
Scots Worthies, among the latter being: Alexander Henderson, Samuel Rutherford, Robert
Bayley, and George Gillespie.

: ; l  ,  I r :

GOD'S CARE FOR US

"Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee" Psalm 55:22.
"Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you". I Peter 5:7.

"Low at His feet lay thy burden o carefulness;
High on His heart He will bear it for thee,
Comfort thy sorrows and answer thy prayerfulness, t

Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be"
J. S. B. Monsell.

I
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Psalm 19
A .  V .  M c C A N D L I S H

vv. l-4 The Testimony of the heavens

_ what is it that they are saying to us? They speak of Law and order, Day and Night,
summer and winter, Rain and dry, Storm andcalm - all follows the patiern of Liw.

God of Law
See the movement of the planets. The sun running his course. Think of their bulk and

the power that controls them. Think of power of wind and storm and flood and earthquake.

God of Love
They speak of love. All follows the pattern of provision. Rain, sun, harvest. Food for

man and beast. Night to rest. The beauty of the earth, of heaven, of sun, of clouds.

God of Power
They speak of infinity. How vast. We can only grasp a little of the extent. All is focused

on the Creator and sustainer. All calls for worship and faith.

v.4-6 The Sun
what glorious Tent! They glory like a tent! Blue sky - the clouds - the great

thunderclouds - colour.
vv.5.6 He comes forth as a Bridegroom. His glory and beauty. comes forth to cheer

with light and warmth. Untiring in his course. How swift - how easy.

w.7-14 Testimony of the Word
v.7 Law - perfect converting the soul.

A link with what has gone before as we think of conversion. what is it?
Turned from darkness to light. From chaos and disorder to order and law. From weakness

to power. From ugliness to beauty. From selfishness to love.
All brought about by God through His Word.

v.7 The testimony of Lord is sure...
What a name for the Bible! The Testimony of the Lord!

It is sure - ie. reliable. Trustworthy, dependable, absolutely true. It makes wise. Not
just gives knowledge.

Gives right sense of values - discernment - gives gnderstanding, gives power to make
right decisions - to say the right thing, to do right thing in all circuirs6nces. What a book!
who becomes wise? The simple, literally 'open'. Those whose minds are open to receive
the word, receive its rebukes, corrections, instructions, prohibitions and guidance. Those
who recognise their own lack of wisdom - their place as pupils who need instruction.

v.8 The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart.
Statutes : commands, laws. directives.

This word is a law. It is always right. If you want to know what is right you will find

F
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it here. Never doubt it, or question it. Take its authority as final in everything. It will
then bring rejoicing to your heart: if acted on. It is the way of true joy. Not always easy
or happy to the flesh. May be bitter at times to the flesh but it will always bring joy to
the heart, to the inner man, when it is obeyed.

v.8 The commandments of the Lord are pure...
Again it is a commandment. it is always pure. Never tainted, never impure. As it is

received, acted on, it brings light to mind and understanding. This is the way of spiritual
light.

v.9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever, the judgments of the Lord are
true and righteous altogether

What is the fear of the Lord? Reverence, recognition of His authorify, power and love.
Desire to please Him, fear to disobey or turn aside from Him. This fear is clean, wholesome,
healthy, free from sin or defilement. It has in it the nature of eternity. It will not pass
with different circumstances, or experiences, it continues all through life.

The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. It recognises His judgments
as true and righteous. it bows to them as just and right. it never resists or kicks or rebels
or questions them. it is always in peace about them.

v.10 More to be desired are they than gold....
I understand "they" to refer to the Law of God, His statutes, His testimony, His

commandments. They are more precious than gold. More value than gold, more choice:
but do I desire them more? Are they sweeter to me than the honeycomb? There is no
doubt as to their value: but how precious really are they to me? You can answer that by
asking - How much time do you give to them? How far is your life subject to them in
words and deeds? Are they more precious or sweeter to you than TV or reading, or any
hobby or other activity or company?

v.ll By them is thy servant warned and in keeping of them there is great reward.
They are full of wholesome warnings. They warn against sin, slackness, prayerless-

ness, coldness of heart, idols, all that brings failure or defeat or lack of peace into your
life. "In keeping them is great reward" It cannot be assessed. Fellowship with God
is joy, peace, spiritual power and fruitfulness, power in prayer, satisfaction here and
hereafter.

v.l2 Who can understand his errors, cleanse thou me from secret faults.
We all make errors. Errors ofjudgment, of belief and doctrine, of behaviour and speech.

How many of us claim to understand our errors? We fail to recognise many of them in
ourselves though we see them in others. When we do see them, we tend to either excuse
them or to justify them, or to ignore them. But do we try to understand them? Errors
- whilst life is full of them we don't see them, or recognise them, or understand whence
they come. They spring from an evil heart: and we can never fully understand them or
anticipate them, or measure them. Our judgment of them is biased. cleanse thou me from
secret faults. My life is full of them. Faults secret from others - and yet known to me.
Faults, as we have seen, that may be hidden from us (secret faults). Because I didn't see
them or others didn't see them, it does not mean that I am all I should be. These secret

I
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faults ruin my fellowship with God. I need to be cleansed from them and God has made
provision for me. I John lv.7

v.13 Keep back thy servant from presumptuous sirrs....
Presumptuous sins - sins deliberate - sins that we recognise as sins. Sins against light.

May be caused by passion and carried along on tempest of lust: but we know whaiwe
do is wrong, though we may not consider it. See here the perils cited - Let them not
have dominion over me. These sins soon gain mastery and we find ourselves slaves. By
sinning against the light we put ourselves in the hands and power of the enemy. It would
seem then that the path of sinning against light is specially dangerous. hence this prayer.
under the Law there was no sacrifice provided for deliberate sin. Nu-. 15: l7-31-. ..The
soul that doeth ought presumptuously that soul shall be cut off from the among his people. "

-:i:e4p<fu**. 'qifl

v.14. Let the words of my mouth
In the light of all that has gone before, I ask that the words of my mouth and the thoughts

of my heart may be acceptable to Thee. There are many sins, secret and deliberate ihat
come out of our mouths, words of anger, of malice, unkind words, lies, words of pride,
or of doubt or rebellion, or just vain and foolish talk - these are evil, and may dogreat
harm. Rather Lord, grlnllhat my words may all be acceptable to Thee. Words that siring
from the meditation of Thy word. Words that are uttered in praise of God or that are
given me by the Holy Spirit to utter to man. "From the abundanie of the heart. the mouth
speaketh". So let my thoughts be acceptable in Thy sight. Thoughts gleaned from Thy
word. Thoughts of God the creator and God my Redeemer. Thoughti of rhy grace -

lhy love - Thy righteousness Thy mercy, and faithfulness. Thoughts how I maly please
Thee. o Lord my strength and my redeemer. what a lovely name ror c-od. vy
Redeemer. Not just a redeemer or the Redeemer but Mine. My sirength - oh that I may
see that I have no other strength. All apart from God is weakness. In Him is strenetL
to live on, strength to live right, strength to live abundantly, triumphantly, usefuiiy,
joyously.

_ 
*Let the words of my mouth, and the meditaion of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight,

O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer."

Editor's Note
The late Mr McCandlish was minister of Millbridge Evangelical Church, Minehead. He
was for most of his life a reader of The Gospel Magazine.

"Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room?

When thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come;

'Twas the same love that spread the feast
That sweely forced us in;

Else we had still refused to taste,
And perished in our sin."
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The Epistle to the Colossians
KENNETH ASHWORTH

The theme of this Paper is - The person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ and is mainly
a study of the first two chapters.

Before we get to our subject a few introductory thoughts will perhaps be opportune -

a). I take the traditional view that the Epistle was written by the Apostle during his first
Roman imprisonment about 62 A.D.

b). Its destination was the Christian Church at Colosse - by this time a small and
insignificant town in the Lycus Valley and part of the Roman Empire in Asia. The
Church was largely composed of converted Gentiles though undoubtedly there would
be some converted from Judaism. It seems that Paul was not personally acquainted
with these Christians though indirectly responsible for its founding during his third
Missionary Journey and the period spent at Ephesus.

c). The occasion of the letter was a visit from the Colossian Church Leader Epaphras.
He evidently had told the Apostle of the Church's progress and also the dangers it
was facing. It was this latter which prompted the Apostle to fervent prayer and to
writing this Letter.

d). A brief word about what has become known as the Colossian Heresy - a mixture
of incipient Gnosticism, Essenism, Judaism and pagan Philosophy which denied the
All-Sufficiency of Christ in the matter of man's Salvation. Hence throughout the Letter
the emphasis upon the Person and Work of the Lord Jesus to which we now turn.

The person of Christ
Chapter I is acclaimed by all Commentators as a majestic, magnificient Christological

Statement unsurpassed and probably unequalled in the whole New Testament. It is certainly
on a par with such passages as the Prologue to St. John's Gospel, the opening verses to
the Epistle to the Hebrews and the grand passage in Philippians 2.

In these verses Paul describes Christ's relationship to God, to Creation, and to the Church.
Thus first He is designated as - the image of the invisible God. Now Image

bespeaks -

Likeness.
. Representation and Derivation.

Manifestation.
Thus Christ is described as God's Son.

God's Eternal Son.
God.

And the Apostle makes clear that He was Eternally the image of God - he is not just referring
to His Incarnate Life - he expressly says He was before all things. Of course this also
means that through the Incarnation the image was thus brought to the seeing of man and
Jesus could say "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.

Creation
Christ is described as the sphere, agent, and goal of Creation. Not only so but He
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is the Controller of the Universe. He holds in His almighty Hands this mighty Universe
which He Created.

He was the Firstborn of Creation - not the first of creatures but prior to all Creation;
He was the beginning in that by His Creative Word the Universe came into being. He
was the appointed Heir of all things - the right of the first born.

Wonderful Truth is enshrined here which we neglect to our soul's detriment. The wonders
of Nature reveal the glories of Christ Himself; they are for Him and through them we
can draw near to him- The very Universe will be reconciled to the harmony of iire Godhead
through-the Cross just as its harmony was lost through the Fall. This fits in with that
wonderful passage in Romans 8.

The Church
He is the Head of His Body rhe Church.
Organic Head - life giving.
Ruling Head. .;_
Unifying Head.

He is the Source of all spiritual life - of Guidance and of true unity.
He is the firstborn from the Dead - the first to rise from the Dead to die no more.

As zuch He is the Beginning of the new Creation - the Church just as surely as He was
the Beginning of the old Creation.

He is pre-eminent over all things in Creation and Redemption. In Him all fulness dwells- the fulness of Deity - Chap 2 verse 9.

The person of Christ
There are those who think that Paul is here using an existing hymn from the liturgy

of the Christian Church. I don't think so. He had juit referred io tire son of God's love
(l:13) and he stayed for a moment to meditate upon the wonder of His person and as
he did he burst into this. rhapsody of praise as if words failed him to adequately express
his feelings. He loved his Lord so much and he wanted the Colossians to share that love.
So he goes o-n in this glo_rious, majestic language to describe the relationship of this beloved
Son to the Father, to Creation and to the Church.

To the Father - He is the Image of the Invisible God. This is not the only time that
Paul refers to christ as "the Image of God" - he does so in 2 corinthians chaprer 4
verse 4. Again the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews Chapter I verses 2-3. ..His Son- the brightness of His Glory and the express Image of His person,'.

. No.* an image bespeaks- likeness - eroery image is a likeness but not every likeness
is an.image. For an image also implies representation and derivation. And it also suggests
manifestation. Thus John could write "No man hath seen God at any time; the 

-only

begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him" (I verse lg)'.
Now Paul emphasises that Christ is the eternal image of the Father. He is not lustreferring to the Incarnate Life of the Lord Jesus. He ruyi "H. is the firstborn (prioito)

of all Creation" and again "He is before all things" Thus he teaches that Christ is the
eternal image of the Invisible God. Through the Incarnation that Imase became visible
to man and thus the Lord Jesus could say of Himself "He that hath slen Me hath seen
the Father".

_ Throughout this passage Paul gives us this picture of the relationship of Christ to the
Father -

E
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He reveals the Father because
He is  God's Son:
He is God's Eternal Son;
He is Himself God

His relationship to Creation.
I have already mentioned the description "He is the first born of all creation" not in any
sense implying that Christ is the First of created Beings but that He was prior to all Creation;
He is distinct from, highly exalted above all creatures, and as such He is Heir and Ruler
of all. Thus in the Book of the Revelation He is described as the "Beginning of all Creation"
in the sense that by His creative Word all things came into being. Paul goes on to say
the same thing "For in Him all things were created, that are in the Heaven, and that are
in the earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions, or principalities
or powers; all things were created by Him, and for Him......and by Him all things consist".

What a wonderful verse this is portraying as it does Christ as the sphere, the agent,
the goal and The maintainer of all things. All things were created at His Word; they
were created within the sphere of His omnipotence. Think of it - this mighty Universe
is within the confines of His Person, His Power; it was created for Him - for His Glory.
This is a Truth that we neglect to the detriment of our soul's welfare - that the wonders,
the beauty, the ever increasing marvels of this mighty Universe can draw us nearer to
Him. As Bishop Moule says in His Colossian Studies "this thought makes Nature more
precious because it connects the remotest aeon of the past with Him, it connects the remotest
star with Him. It bids us when we feel lost in the enormity of space and time, fall back
upon the Centre of both, our Lord Jesus Christ who died for us". and Dr. Griffith Thomas
wrote "Nothing could be clearer than these statements expressive of the priority, sovereignty
and continuity of Christ in relation to nature".

Now if we thus acknowledge Christ as the Controller of the Universe He created; if
in faith we accept that all things are in His Hands, then of necessity we accept that even
the tragedies, the horrors we fail to understand in the realm of Nature are permitted by
Him until the day that the whole of Creation shares in the Reconciliation effected by His
redemptive work. Dr Hendriksen says in his Commentary that this passage portrays a
Christ Who holds in His almighty Hand and embraces with His loving Heart both the
realm of Creation and Redemption.

We turn then to a consideration of the relationship of Christ to Redemption and to the
Church.

The relationship of Christ of His Church
The second half of this remarkable Christological statement begins with verse 18. It

is interesting to note the parallelism between the description of the relationship of the Lord
Jesus to Creation and now to the Church. It is a worth while exercise to write down verses
15-16 in one column and verses 17-18 in another and note the similarity of expression
and the parallelism of thought.

First the Apostle describes Christ Jesus as the "Head of the Body, the Church". Church
is used to denote an organism not an ecclesiastical institution - an assembly of people
- inclusive of all the Redeemed, the Saints, the Elect. The description of the Church
as the Body of Christ is a familiar one in Pauline Writings but this is the only occasion
when he describes Jesus as the Head. Yet what a wealth of meanins is enshrined here -

;
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, He is the organic head of His Chirch - the Source of all life and blessing - Chapter
2 verse 19 - "From which all thebody by joints and bands having nourishmenf ministeied,
and knit together, increaseth with increase of God".

He is the ruling head of His Church - the Supreme Authority, as He is the Sovereign
Lord of creation so He is of His Church and hence the Church is in no need whatever
of dependence upon any creature, angel or otherwise.

He is the uniflng head - in Him there is Unity - He is the Guarantee of spiritual unity.
Henricksen in his Commentary says that in view of the increase and progress in medical

knowledge of the relation of the head to the human body and for instance the function
of the pituitary gland there could be no better illustration of the relation of Christ to the
Church.

The Apostle goes on to describe Him as "The beginning, (note the parallelism again)
the First born from the dead". He was the first to rise from the dead to die no more -
He was as it were born from the dead. In virtue of His glorious Resurrection from the
dead He is indeed the beginning of the new Creation juJt as by the Creative Word He
was the Beginning of all Creation. It is in Him that ail who believe shall likewise rise
from the dead - to be with Him, the Head, in Eternity.

And all this is that 
!g might have rhe pre-eminence bue. all things. Redemption, as

Creation, is to be to His glory.
Note the words - "that He might have" (l:lg). This high honour possessed by the

Son was a matter of design. The Father's good pleasure. He-nce the text continues ..For
it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell". No doubt the Apostle uses
the word "fulness" with purposeful deliberation for this was a favourite word in the
vocabulary of the Gnostics and Paul is at pains to emphasise that it is in Christ alone that
all Fulness dwells - i.e..resides permanently. Fulnesi means plenitude. From all eternity
the plenitude of the Godhead, the fulness of God's essence und glory resides in the Son
of His love. Chapter 2 verse 9 enlarges upon this statement - "For-in Him dwelleth all
the fulness of the Godhead (Deity) bodily", completely, fully, entirely. Many
Commentators think that the_word "bodily" refers to Hii incainate noOy - He was fully
Divine. Truly God, truly Man.

-And Paul goes on to say that it is this wonderful person through whom God's work
of Redemption was so amazingly wrought. We now pass on to 

-a 
consideration of the

redemptive work of the Lord Jesus.
But before we do shall we just summarise what the Apostle has so clearly taught

concerning the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ.
H e i s -

The Architect and Sustainer of the Universe.
Thellead-of all things, and especially the organic and ruling Head of His own Body
the Church.
The Image of the Invisible God, the embodiment of all the Divine fulness.
The source of the Christian's life and peace.

The work of Christ Jesus

. I !av9 already suggested that this majestic Christological statement was a meditative
interlude as it were in the Apostle's mind and voiced in this rhapsody as he explained
to the Colossian Christians the finality and sufficiency of all that God had done for them
in Christ.
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He begins in verse 12, atthe conclusion of his prayer on their behalf and he told them
that God had made them able and worthy to share His inheritance with all the Saints in
light. Note if you will here that Paul says that God had made them worthy. This is what
he wanted them to realise and hence to discard the false teaching. Significant too is the
word "inheritance" something that is given and hence received, not earned or merited.
Saints is a favourite word of Paul's and includes all the redeemed, all who believe as the
Colossians did. "Light" in Scripture symbolises Truth, Purity, Holiness, Glory.

Now they had thus been made meet in Christ; He as it were was their "meetness" and
as they had responded to the preaching of the Gospel by receiving Him (Chapter 2 verse
6) So they were made meet for the "inheritance".

Yet to be made meet they had perforce to be delivered from the "power of darkness"
- evil, wickedness, hostility to God, estrangement from God, falsehood and utter
selfishness. Such they had been but God had delivered them from this darkness through
the Cross of Christ - verse 22.We note in chapter 2 that this deliverance wrought by
Christ included also deliverance from the bondage of the Law. By His perfect obedience
to that Law even unto the death of the Cross he had "blotted out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us and took it out of the way nailing it to His Cross" Hitherto
the Law had condemned but now "there is no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus ".

Moreover says Paul this wondrous deliverance included victory over all evil powers
- a victory which they shared "in Christ." If we again turn to Chapter 2 verse 15 we
read a remarkably vivid and graphic description of this victory. The Cross becomes the
triumphal Chariot in which the victorious Christ leads captive all the evil powers which
had opposed Him and which He conquered on the Cross and which victory He now
triumphantly shows to the whole world.

Not only did the Lord God thus deliver but He "translated them into the Kingdom of
His dear Son". In the here and now, once they believed the Truth of the Gospel and the
deliverance wrought on the Cross they became Citizens of the Kingdom of Christ.
Surrounded still by the darkness of evil, prone to human weakness and lapse, it would
not be until the Eternal Kingdom that they would know to the full the effects of that
wondrous deliverance but the fact remains that God had translated them into that Kingdom.
The tense used in the Greek verbs throughout these verses is the aorist, signifying that
the act was accomplished at a certain time and once for all. The deliverance was wrought
at the Cross; the translation when the Gospel Truth was believed and the Lord Jesus
"received". Such was the experience ofthe Colossians and such has been the experience
of Christians in every age.

The Apostle now emphasises once again that it was in Christ that God had accomplished
this Deliverance and effected this translation. For he goes on to say "In Him you have
redemption through His blood even the forgiveness of sins". Redemption - one of the
great New Testament words to describe the work of the Cross. And whenever this word
is used there is the implication that a price was paid. Jesus Christ paid that price on the
Cross. There are so many references that could be given. The price was paid; the life
was given; "that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life".

In Him says Paul we have forgiveness - a word not often used by the Apostle but which
signifies remission, sending away, removal of condemnation.

And then in Him we are reconciled to God. Hitherto they had been estranged, hostile
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but now they were reconciled - enabled to live in fellowship with a Holy God and all
in Christ.

Thus Paul instructed the Colossians as to the Truth of the Gospel and the all sufficiency
of the work of Christ Jesus. He goes on in the next Chapter to re-emphasise this and to
warn them in no uncertain terms against the false teaching ind then in the rest of the Epistle
to call them to the life which is in Christ Jesus.

To conclude in the Apostle's own words - "ye are complete in Him ..; - or you
qe lttef full, completely fulfilled in God's purpose. They were rhus in christ beciuse
Christ, the Hope of Glory, was in them. Rnd liere is the great message of this great Epistle
to every age and not least to our own. "christ in you - the Hope ofblory" y6u in c'hrist,
complete, free, and assured of Heaven.

The Purposes of God
D. E. WILLIAMS (Abbots Langley, Herts)

In Proverbs 2l,l we read "The King's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers
of water. He turneth it whithersoever He will."

The exact translation of the Hebrew is "divisions of water", that is, the artificial channels
used for irrigating fields in the Middle East. The ground is formed into squares and the
water.is kept out by small banks or ridges until it is needed. The farmer then breaks down
a portion of the ridges with his foot, when the water rushes through the opening and waters
the enclosure. So the Lord as the farmer turns the hearts of *iny u, tie wills (see Ezra
6,22 and 7,27).

Moses had the same system in mind in Deut. ll, 10-12:..For the land whither you
go in to possess it is not as the land of Egypt from whence you came out, where you
sowed your seed, and watered it with your foot, as a garden of herbs: but the land whither
you go in to possess it, is a land of hills and valleys, and drinks water of the rain of heaven:
a land. wh-ich the Lord your God cares for: for the eyes of the Lord your God are always
upon it, from the beginning ofthe year even to the end ofthe year."

So, in Acts 4, we read again of God's purposes and blessings: ..For of a truth against
$r ttgty child Jesus, whom thou hast anointid, both Herod aid Pontius pilate, wiih the
Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, for to do whatsoever thy hand
and thy counsel determined before to be done. And now, Lord, behold their threatenings:
and_grant unto thy servants that with all boldness they may speak thy word, by stretching
forth thy hand ro heal and rhat signs and wonders may be obne uyitre name of thy hol!
child Jesus. And when the,y lad prayed the place was shaken wheie they were assembled
together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spoke the word of God
with boldness. "

i.
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"we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who

are the called according to his purpose. " Rom. 8:28. "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God has prepared for them
that love him. But God hath revealed them to us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth
all things, yea, the deep things of God." 1 Cor. 2,9-10.

Book Reviews
Let's Explore The Ten Commandments. John G. Roberts. Day One Publications
(Lord's Day Observance Society) 64 pp. f1.50.

Biblical values are more and more being undermined in today's society. Even our
youngsters in school are in some places being taught (whether directly or subtly) that God's
law is not applicable to them today.

This little book teaches the revelance of the Ten Commandments to today's family.
The storyJine involves a family - Mum, Dad and 13 year-old twins. The twins and a
school friend meet antagonism to the Ten Commandments at school. The three of them
meet together each Sunday afternoon with Mum and Dad to examine each Commandment,
explore Biblical and everyday examples and discuss the relevance for people today.

There is a lot of Biblical instruction in this book, put over in a conversational style.
I gave it to our 13 year-old daughter to read and she enjoyed it very much. Surely this
is a more meaningful commendation than mine!

One criticism would be that the illustrations do not really do iustice to what is otherwise
an excellent book.

C.  McK.

String of Pearls. Richard Brooks. Evangelical Press. 190 pp. Large paperback. f4.95.
Richard Brooks is the pastor of York Evangelical Church. In this, his third book from

E.P. are twenty two chapters, each an exposition of a section of Psalm I19. Each shows
a different aspect of christian life, with to-days needs very much in view. There is a wide
range of quotations from the best commentaries, and hymns, to enrich spiritual experience.
It is an excellent book in good large print, and can be commended for personal devotion,
group study, and as a very acceptable gift.

w.J.P.

A View of The Covenant of Grace. Thomas Boston. Focus Christian Ministries
Trust. 232 pp. Large paperback. f,6.95.

This lovely book on the christian gospel from the pen of Thomas Boston (d.1732),
minister of Ettrick, is sometimes called the best exposition of Federal theology. That is
the gospel seen as God's self revelation in a series of Covenants. Federal derives from
foedus, covenant in Latin.

An excellent introduction by Malcolm Watts, explains that Augustine taught in this
manner, and in his comments on Psalm 89: 28, "My mercy will I keep with him forever,
and my covenant shall stand fast with him." he wrote: "On his account the Testament
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is faithful: in him the Testament is mediated: he is the sealer, the Mediator of fte Testament,
the Surety of the Testament, the Witness of the Testament, the Heritage of the Testament,
the Coheir of the Testament."

Augustine, Calvin, Boston - they all had the same vision. The patient reader in this
book learn to know Jesus better, know his Bible better, and know himself better, as a
sinner saved and sanctified by grace.

I think every useful christian witness must have a clear biblical outline of the faith in
his mind and on his lips; and there is none better than we read here. Dr John Macleod
gives a good summary of the life and work of Boston in his book, "scottish Theoloev".
(Banner of Truth).

W.J .P

The Lives of Robert and James Haldane. Arexander Haldane. The Banner of
Truth. pp 710. Casebound. t12.95,

The years 1750 to 1850 saw the consolidation of the Evangelical Revival. Robert and
James Haldane played a significant part in this, recorded by Alexander in the next
generation. The family were members of the Scottish aristocracv. and after conversion
devoted their talents to the furtherance of the Gospel. Robert, pievented from founding
a Mission to Bengal, turned to the European field, and visited Switzerland on a preaching
mission. The Presbyterian Church had backslidden to Arianism, but was quickly rour"d
by the Haldanes and the loyal remnant.

Some years ago, on holiday in France, we attended a Service in the Eglise Reformee,
in Quimper, and I was delighted to find in the vestry library many books by D' Aubigne,
Malan, Monod, Gaussen (of Theopneustia fame, later translated into English), and oiher
Swiss leaders of this revival.

There were also revival scenes in Scotland, and we read of contacts with all the leadine
Evangelical figures of England. Robert was a Vice-president of the B.F.B.S. and toof
a leading role against the proposal to include the Apocrypha in the English Bible. The
ensuing controversy was a cause for the foundation of the Trinitarian Bible Society.

Robert Haldane's Lectures were printed as an 'Exposition of the Epistle to the Romans'
and his brother James sermons were printed as an 'Exposition of Galatians'.

This volume is very interesting reading, and is not without touches of humour.

W.J .P

Give Him No Rest. Erroll Hulse. Evangelical press. paperback. pp lu. M.gs.
Erroll Hulse is a Pastor of Leeds Reformed Baptist Church, and editor oi ihe bi-monthly

magazine, Reformation To-day. He has written several good books, and writes from long
pastoral experience. This book is sub-titled'A call to prayer for revival', based on the
promise in Isa. 62. 6-7.lt is a most encouraging book for God's children in arid places
in a backsliding generation; and also a strengthening directory, for prayer groupJ. It is
directed to both the ministry and the faithful. For revival there are two greaineeds; first
the faithful preaching pf the Gospel of the Bible, and then, the work oithe Holy Spirit,
in response to the prayers of the faithful. Deserves a wide circulation.

I
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ThE Titles of a Christian
W. J .  PARKER lCo lwvn  Bav )

I. Vessels of mercy.

Romans 9.23. "That He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy,
which He had afore prepared unto glory. "

Why are Believers compared to vessels?
The figure suggests:

l. Capacity. Capableof being filled - the value of emptiness! Elisha: (2 Kings 4.3-4)
Widow of young prophet with two young sons. Creditor to take sons as bondmen, if
debts not paid. What have you? Only one pot of oil. Borrow as many pots empty from
neighbours as can be. Elisha poured oil from one pot, & filled all. 'Sell as many as
will pay debt, live on what remains'. God needs empty vessels for miracles of grace
also.

2. Reception. What God pours into our lives:
Mercy (Rom.9.23); Longsuffering (l Tim. 1.14.); Forgiveness (Acts 26.18); Theengrafted
Word (Jas. 1.21.) engrafted means replanted, as a cutting; Christ Himself (Col. 2. 6 &
1.27) "Christ in you the hope of glory"; Power (Acts 1.8.).

3. Possession. Vessels hold what is put in them.
i. They bear God's Name. (Acts 9.15) "He is a chosen vessel to bear my name before
the Gentiles, and Kings and the children of Israel."

ii. They contain God's Treasures. (2 Cor. 4.6-7) "God hath shined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have
this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not
in  us.  "

iii. They are used by the Master. (2Tim.2.21 .) "He shall be a vessel unto honour,
sanctified, and meet for the Master's use, and prepared unto every good work."

The Masters use: God is the worker - we are the instruments. There is a pattern in
all God's works, from the snowflake, to the most distant spheres of the universe and in
every human individual. Even so spiritually there is a pattern in the work of God in the
soul: (Jeremiah, c.18.l-10; c19. l-11.) The pattern is: Broken - Mended - Set Apart
- Cleansed - Filled - Used. God has a unique purpose in each of our lives. Can we
recognise our pattern in these stages? We gain comfort and assurance as step by step we
follow the outworking of the pattern.

F
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Prayer, the forerunner of mercy
'Thus 

saith the Lord God; I witl yet for this be enquired of by the house of Israel, to do
il for them.' Ezek. 36:37.

Prayer is the forerunner of mercy. Turn to sacred history and you will find that scarcely
ever did agreat mercy come to this world unheralded by suppiication. you have found
this true in your own personal experience. God has given you rnuny un unsolicited favour,
but still great prayer has always been the prelude of great mercy with you. when you
first found peace through the blood ofthe cross, you had-been pruying muci, and earnestly
interceding with God that He would remove your doubts, und oJllu., you from your
distresses. Your assurance was the result of prayer. When at any time you huu" naa iigtr
a_nd rapturousjoys, you have been obliged to look upon them ur unr*"i, to your prayers.
When you have had great deliverances out of sori troubles and mighty tretps ln great
dangers, you have been able to say, 'I sought the Lord and He heard"me, and delivired
me from all my fears.' Pray_e_r is always the preface to blessing. it goes before the blessing
as the blessing's shadow. When the sunlight of God's merciei risEs upon our necessities,
it.casts the shadow of orayer far down upon the plain. Or, to use another illustration,
when God piles up a hill of mercies. He Himself shines behind them, and he casts on
our spirits the shadow of prayer, so that we may rest certain, if we are much in prayer,
our pleadings are the shadow of mercy. Prayer is thus connected with the blessings to
show us the value of it. If we had the blessings without asking for them, we should ihink
them common things, but prayer makes our mercies more pricious than diamonds. The
things we ask for are precious, but we do not realise theii preciousness until we have
sought for them earnestly. 

F
"Prayer makes the darken'd cloud withdraw;

Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw;
Gives exercise to faith and love;
Brings every blessing from above".

C. H. Spurgeon
Morning & Evening portions

I

"Behold the throne of grace!
The promise calls us near,

There Jesus shows a smiling face,
And waits to answer prayer."

Editor's Note:

Owing to circumstances beyond our control we regret the delay in this issue of the Gospel
Magazine.


