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Editorial
The Bible has much to say on the subject of the influence of the Christian life. In the

sernon on the mount the Lord said to His followers "ye are the salt of the earth" (Matt
5:13). Salt has a peculiar taste of its own - it is quite unlike anything else. It imparts
a portion of its taste to everything with which it is mixed.

Christians have an influence, although they may not be conscious of it. Like salt they
keep evil from spreading. There should be something marked and distinct about us if we
are true Christians. Peter says we are to be "a peculiar people" - this doesn't mean
that we are to be oddities but different and distinct from the world.

Have we grace? Then it must be seen. There must be evidence in our lives that we are
what we profess to be; there must be a difference of habits, tastes and mind between us
and the non-Christian.

The conversation of the Christian is to have a purifying quality about it, so the Apostle
Paul urges "let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt" (Col.4:6)

Salt is useful so long as it preserves its savour, but no longer, for then it becomes a
tasteless and insipid thing. It is tragic to see a Christian life that has lost all its old keenness
- even the world will ridicule and despise it.

May we covet the testimony given to those in the early church - "they took knowledge
of them that they had been with Jesus" (Acts 4:13)

I
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The Healing of the Leper
A Sermon by the Editor

"And as He entered into a certain village there met Him ten men whieh were lepers

which stood afar otf. And they liftud up their voices, and said, Jesus, Ma,fuer, have mercy

on us." Luke 17: 12/13,

The story of the healing of the ten lepers is familiar enough; perhaps if it were not so

familiar it would have more impact upon us - it would impress us more. Perhaps it would

raise within us a certain amount of wonder because in many respects the story is an unusual

one. It is a chapter of surprises, and it certainly is a very vivid story. A whole colony

of misery confronts the majesty of the Master, and here we see the vastness of the human

problem and the adequacy of the Divine resources.' 
There are FOUR thlngsto which I want to call your attention. FIRST - A STRONG

FAITH. You cannot but be struck by the quite astonishing faith shown by these ten lepers.

Our Lord Jesus Christ was on His last journey to Jerusalem. He was travelling along the

frontier between Samaria and Galilee and entered into this village and met *'ith these ten

men, but they were in a helpless state. It was nothing short of a living death. They could

not mix with others. They had to keep their distance, and their common misery brought

them together in spite of racial hatred. They were in dire need and, as they saw the Lord

Jesus Christ we are told they lifted up their voices. They had evidentll' heard of the

marvellous works He had done. But the cry of their heart, I think. is <ienificant. They

cried, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us", and the titles by which thel . jress our Lord

suggest that they had faith in Him and they recognised His authority. "Jesus." "Master",

und then they cry, "Have mercy on us." These men were not asking for money - they

were asking for mercy. And that is the first neetl of any one - Ilr€rc)- -- You remember

how the much loved 23rd Psalm reads, "surely mercy and goodms shall follow me all

the days of my life" - not goodness alone, but mercy as well. These s said, "Have

mercfon us" but, in asking for mercy, they were virtually asking for cleansing. Doubtless

they 
-had 

heard what Jesus had done for others, and now thel *ere bc--;rng Him to do

the same for them. Just picture the scene in your mind.
These doomed and dying men, as they were, hopeless cases from tb human point of

view, and yet they had supreme confidence in Christ's power to rntc lh whole. "Jesus,

Master, have mercy on us". But they did not stand idty by doing m6i4. Ttre,v felt acutely

the deplorable state oftheir bodies but they found words to exPress their feelings and they

cried earnestly for relief, when relief appeared in sight. Oh ho* desperately they were

in earnest. How is it, then, that some men never pray? Oh! so uran) are content to repeat

a mere form of words and nothing else. Surely, there is only oa ans$er - there is no

sense of need. If only men could see their souls as these men sa*' their bodies, then they

would be in earnest - they would cry out as these lepers did, "Jesus. Master, have mercy

on us." And these lepers exhibit a trust in Christ that would put man)' to shame. They

believed that He could do for them what no-one else could do. So tlrere is ASTONISHING

FAITH, "Have mercy on us." But next we find -

STRANGE ORDERS BEING GIVEN The next surprise in the story is a strange

instruction which our Lord gave in answer to their petition. What did He say to them?

I
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There it is in verse 14 "Go, show yourselves to the priest. ". Now the priest, as the Book

of Leviticus indicates, was also the Medical Officer of Health and if you had recovered

from some infection that was contagious you would have to go to the priest and he would,

if he were satisfied, issue you with a Certificate of Health. He was the one you had to

resort to, and so our Lord's command, "Go, show yourselves to the priest" at once

recognised and honoured the law, but, at the same time, His purpose was to test the faith

of the lepers, "Go, show yourselves to the priest." The Lord magnified the law and He

made it honourable, but He was testing these men as to the reality and the depth of their
faith. To set out to the priest when full of leprosy would seem absurd unless they really
believed that Jesus could and would heal them. Were they prepared to take Him at His

word? Then let them show their faith in deed as well as in word, and they did. Oh they

rose marvellously to the occasion. They did not question - they did not waste time in

argument. Without hesitation or delay they set off on their journey. What tremendous faith!

What an astonishing command! Notice verse 14, "And it came to pass, AS THEY WENT,

they were cleansed. There was a silent putting forth of the power of Christ. I want you

to notice that He did not touch them, as He sometimes did when people resorted to Him.

He didn't command the disease to depart; He prescribed no medicine, He employed no

outward means, and yet healing accompanied the words that He spoke. "AS THEY WENT

they were cleansed."
Notice this, too, that our Lord's method in dealing with this man was unusual. He met

their prayer of faith with a test of faith, and they on their part responded with the obedience
of faith, and the result was the reward of faith - the miracle happened. "AS THEY WENT

THEY WERE CLEANSED." What a thrilling indescribable moment when they realised

that healing had come to them. Astonishing faith - strange orders - notice

EXTRAORDINARY INGRATITUDE Here are the three surprises in the story we

referred to. Only one returned to give thanks - one! We would have expected all, without

exception, would have done just that because each of them had experienced the same
gracious cure. Every one of them owed everything to the Lord Jesus Christ, owed more

than words could tell, and it was no wonder that the Lord asked, with mingled surprise

and sorrow, "Were there not ten cleansed, but where are the nine?" The Benefactor,
you see, was quickly forgotten. What a pitiable revelation it is of human nature! What

atrocious ingratitude and discourtesy, but, such ingratitude is typical of many, it is one

of the commonest and meanest things in human life - ten cleansed - only one gave thanks.
So many are like the lepers - they are only too ready to call upon God in the day of

trouble and, when prayer is answered, they fail to return - only this one per cent. But

ingratitude takes many forms. Some think more of the gifts they receive than the Giver
who gives them, and others take the gifts the llrd gives as a matter of course and as

their due, and there are others who ignore many mercies because of one single sorrow.
I would suggest to you that this is very much up to date because we are living in a thankless
age. You only need to go to some shops and some assistants never know the word "please"

or "thank you", and it is not just confined to shops. It is general throughout the land.

What about Christian people? Are they thankful? Or are they as thankful as they ought

to be? Oh! we don't mean to be ungrateful, I know, but perhaps we get too much caught

up with the tasks that demand our attention and the word never reaches our lips. Perhaps
in their exuberance these lepers allowed themselves to be wholly taken up with the miracle

and not with the Master. Their attention was focused on the cure and not on the Physician.
Extraordinary ingratitude! But we come to the fourth surprise.

l l l
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LINE)(PECTED TIIANKS The final surprise is the fact that the one man out of the ten
who returned to express his gratitude was a despised outcast, a Samaritan. Now it is
interesting that Luke, from which this story is taken, records the story of the Good Samaritan
and what a lovely story it is! It always comes with a freshness however often we hear
it or read it. But, notice here, Luke tells us of the Grateful Samaritan, the grateful one.
Notice our Lord's word in v.18, "There are not found that returned to give glory to God
save this stranger", or, as it could be rendered, "Was no one found to return and praise
God except this foreigner." Inferior as he was to his Jewish companions as regards their
religious privileges this Samaritan showed himself superior to them regarding his behaviour.
Half-cast, heretic, alien though he might be in their sight, nevertheless he displayed a
finer spirit than any of them. "This stranger" says our Lord, "this foreigner" yes, this
man who was not a member of God's ancient people, a man who was a stranger to the
covenant of promise, outside the commonwealth of Israel, he acted far befter than
those who could boast, "We have Abraham to our father". One returned, the most
unlikely of the ten. Isn't it interesting that how frequently in the Gospels we find those
responding to the Lord who might lease expect to have done. What about Zaccheus?
He was a swindler, he was corrupt, he cooked the books, and yet you remember hor
our Lord dealt with him and how he went back to his house. A most unlikely man, but
the Lord could say, "This day is salvation come to this house." Here is this Samaritan.
What about the present day? Sometimes, the outsider puts the church-goer to shame by
his quality oflife, by his code ofbehaviour, though these things ought not to be so. Those
who have found salvation in Christ should never fail to exhibit a grateful spirit. Listen
to the Apostle Paul, "Giving thanks always for all things in the Name of our Lord Jesus
Christ." And we are bound to show forth His praise, not only with our lips, but in our
lives, by giving up ourselves to His service. And so the nine went off without a spark
of thankfulness in their selfish hearts. The number of the thankless far surpassed those
of the thankful. With whom then are we to be identified, with the forgaful nine or with
the faithful one? Oh may we have grateful and thankfirl hearts for all Crod's blessings to
us in Christ. How well we should do to take up Joseph Addison's lovely hymn,

' "When all Thy mercies O my God,
My rising soul surveys,

Transported with the view I'm lost
, In wonder, love and praise."

Surely we can only be moved to when we think what Christ has donc for us and it ought
to cause thanksgiving to well up in our hearts - we have so much to praise Him for and
be thankful for.

Here, then, is a familiar story of the ten lepers, revealing, ASTONISHING FAITH,
STRANGE ORDERS, EXTRAORDINARY INGRATITUDE, ANd UNEXPECTED
THANKS. May we be found among the ten per cent, with the ONE who returned to give
thanks to the greatest Benefactor of all, the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen.

M.H.
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For Younger Readers
Car ine Mackenzie

. BINOCALARS
Have you ever used a pair of binoculars? We have a small pair of quite powerful ones

which we always carry in the car.
Binoculars have several uses. One day we noticed a small black spot moving in the sky.

What could it be? Out came the binoculars and once we had focused them we could see
clearly the black spot was actually a bird of prey hovering high up in the sky.

The Bible helps us to see things more clearly too. It points out to us our sin. It tells
us clearly about our need of a Saviour. It tells us all we need to know about the Lord Jesus.

Binoculars help us to see things that are far away - perhaps a bird's nest high up in
a tren, or an animal on the hill-side - and makes them seem closer.

The Bible too tells of things that are far off - things like the judgment seat of Christ
and the reality of heaven and hell. When we read of them in the Bible, they are brought
closer to us. The terrible punishment that waits for those who do not love Jesus is made
frighteningly obvious. The wonderful happiness and peace that those who love Jesus can
expect, is made plain too.

The captain ofa ship uses binoculars to see the dangers that lie ahead - perhaps a reef
of rocks or an iceberg that is not visible with the natural eye.

The Bible warns us of dangers too. As we are naturally, we do not notice the dangers
of sin. Lying or stealing or cheating do not seem that bad. But the Bible helps us to see
that these are sins and that sins are dangerous to our spiritual life. Every sin deserves
God's wrath and curse.

Binoculars will help us to find things. Sometirnes people go missing on the mountains
of Scotland. The Mountain Rescue Team is called out. Part of their equipment will be
binoculars which they will use to scan the mountain-sides, hoping to find some sign of
the missing person.

The Bible helps us to find happiness through the Lord Jesus christ. In its pages we
find the way of salvation. We learn that the only way to heaven is by trusting in Jesus
and in what he has done - dying on the cross to pay the price of our salvation.

Next time you use a pair of binoculars, think of how the Bible can help you to get to
know Jesus.

PUZZLE

Fill in the missing words. The answers spell out the word BINOCULARS.

in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.
ACTS 16

FSALM 1I9.

il3

l .

2 . my heart to thy testimonies.

3. How shall we escape if we so great salvation.HEBREWS 2
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5. Seek ye the Lord while he may be found,
he is near.

7. Come unto me all ye that
you rest.

8. For I am not
of God unto salvation....

ye, and believe the gospel.

10. Christ Jesus came into the world to save

9.

of one (Jesus) shall many be made righteous.
ROMANS 5.

ye upon him while
ISAIAH 55.

MARK 9.

and are heavy laden and I will give
MATTHEW 11.

of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
ROMANS 1.

MARK 1.

l TIMOTHY I.

The Barren Fig Tree
John  Gadsby

Much has been said about the cursing of the fig tree by the Redeemer (Mark 11,13):
"And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find anything
thereon; and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was
not yet. " The questions have been often enough asked. ''Why should Christ curse another
man's tree? and why should the tree be cursed for having no fruit upon it, when it was
not the time for fruit?" But, first, the tree was in the way, wild, (Matt. 21,19), and therefore
belonged to no individual; next, as Creator of all things, the Redeemer had a perfect right
to curse or bless what he pleased, without any man saying unto him, ''What doest thou?"
and next, the passage, as it appears in our version, does not convey the best idea upon
the subject; for, according to some scholars, it should rather have been rendered thus:
"He came to see if he might find anything thereon, for the time to gather figs was not
yet; but he found leaves only." Now as the fruit of the fig treealways appears before
the leaves; as no figs had been gathered from this tree, inasmuch as the time for gathering
had not come; and as it had on no figs, not even unripe ones, (which are often eaten in
the East to allay thirst,) while it nevertheless was full of leaves, it was certain that the
tree was barren, and therefore it must be cut down, as "cumbering the ground."
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Behold the Fig tree and all the trees
F. J.  Wil l iams (Abbots Langley, Herts)

The title is taken from Luke 21.29, and is a phrase from a parable contained in a body
of prophetic utterances from the mouth of Jesus recorded in Lk.21.5-37. These are of
such importance that they are found in three of the Gospels. Each Gospel states its particular
aspect, and Luke, emphasising Jesus as the "Son of Adam", that is, His relevance to
the whole of mankind, has the additional clause "and all the trees" added to the fig tree.

This passage shows Jesus exercising his function as a Prophet of the Lord, that is, the
prophecy conforms to the requirements of the Law which defines how the true prophet
can be distinguished from the false. (Deut.18.2l-22. & 13.1-3.). The requirements are
twofold; first, what is said must be seen to come to pass; secondly, it must exhort, without
the slightest deviation, the worship of the Lord God, the True God, as laid down in the
Law. The passage in Luke parallels the structure of Isaiah whereby the prophet's historical
authenticity is set forth in chapters I to 39, which concern the reigns of Ahaz and Hezekiah,
kings ofJudah. In Luke verses 5-24 are historically verifiable in the total destruction of
Jerusalem and dispersion of Israel, the second Diaspora. Only the Lord God Almighty
could secure such an event twice and yet retain the national identity; a unique event in
the history of nations.

Therefore under the Law Jesus, like Isaiah, can be believed as a True Prophet regarding
things far future. Verses 25 to32 are prophetically signified, that is, "hidden":

"And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon earth
distress of nations, with perplexiO; the sea and the waves roaring;
Men's hearts failing them for fear, and looking after those things which are coming on
the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.
And then they shall see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for
your redemption draweth nigh.

And He spake unto them a parable; Behol.d the fig tree, and all the tees;
When they now shoot forth, ye shall see and know of your own selves that summer is now
nigh at hand.
So likewise ye , when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God
is nigh at hand.
Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass awdy, till all be fulfilled.
Heaven and eanh shall;; pass away: but my words shall not pass away".

To have any measure of understanding of our title verse some insight is needed into
prophetic usage and signification as illustrated in the Scriptures, and particularly the written
prophetic Scriptures. Many prophetic statements are recorded as the Spirit of the Lord
gave utterance throughout both Testaments. The threefold cord of the Law, the Priesthood,
and the Prophetic Function (from its inception in Numbers I 1.25), is a distinguishing feature
of "Israel".

You will find a variety of significations for "trees", the Scriptures actually starting
with a tree. Judges 9.7-15 introduces three trees applicable to the nation of Israel; the

1 1 5
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fig, the olive, and the vine. Habakkuk in3.l7-lg,understanding that the Chaldean conquest
would wipe away an Israel bereft of national integrity, the fig; bereft of true religious
integrity, the vine; bereft of true spiritual fruitfulness, the olive; concludes with a most
beautiful signification of the power of God, and the desire of God, and the will of God
to save and to gather that which was seemingly lost.

First signification

"Although the fig tee shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines: the lnbour
of the olive shall fail".

The Prophet sees the unfruitfulness of the Israel of his own generation. an Israel captive
to Satan and unfruitful regarding righteousness. In the prophetic sense every generation
of man is as it were captive to the will of Satan and bereft of Godly fruit, and all the
Lord's people stand as the prophet stood.

Second signification;

"and the fields, shatl yield no meat; the flock shall be cut offfrom the fotd, and there
shall be no herd in the stalls":

This second aspect restates the first. The "fields" of the human hearts bear no increase
of righteousness, that heavenly "food" desired of God. Israel is barren, all generations
are barren. The flock; Israel, and Spiritual Israel, are cut off from the main body of
humanity, (c/f Heb.11.38.). They will have as it were no "stall", no national or focal
place in the world. The Church of Christ, as Israel of the Captivities, will be dispersed
in the world.

The saving Gospel;

"Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation
The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' feet, and he witl make
me to walk upon mine high places."

Yet will the Lord's people be enabled to rejoice in the provision of the Father in the
giving of His Son. The Father's strength is my strength, who makes my feet like hinds
feet, (literally the ability to go through the "DOOR", that is, through Christ to escape
as the hind into the "high places", the "mountains of God", and to walk in the Spirit
"upon mine high places". (See Jn.17).

This understanding ofthe usage of "trees" is to be found in other places in Scripture,
making it a reasonable interpretation that the Fig Tree represents Israel's national aspects,
its homeland, language, laws and administration; the Vine the righteousness of the nation's
religious life, the purity of its theology and services; and the Olive the spiritual fruit, desired
of God, sown and harvested in the "fields", the "good ground" of the "true and honest
hearts" of individuals comprising the nation; that which makes for God's profitability,
and us as "profitable servants" in God's creation.
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The usage in Luke 21.294;3 must also be seen against the prophetically significant and
literal events recorded in Matthew 21.18-20, and Mark 13.28-3lt gospels particular to
Israel, as can be seen in their opening chapters, (which explains why the cursing of the
fig tree is not recorded in Luke).

"And seeing a rtg ffee from afar off having leoves, he came if haply he might find any
thing thereon: and when he carnc to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the- time of fiis
was not yet.
And Jesus answered and said uruo it, No man eat of the fruit of thee hereafier for ever.
And his disciples heard it" (Mt.2I).

In refusing Christ Israel would lose its Messianic mission, not forsaken of God but under
Divine judgment until the nation would say "blessed is he that cometh in the name of
the Lord", (which will be at the end of the age). Those times are signified in the passage
above, (verses 25-33). The sun, moon, and stars are world administrations and
governments; and signs would be apparent in the distress of nations; perplexity (uncertainty);
the sea signifies peoples; waves indicate large masses of peoples in motion; roaring indicates
widespread unrest, men's failing for fear, and for looking after those things which are
coming on the earth. In this time the powers of heaven will be shaken, and the supernatural
will occur with Christ's coming to the defence of Jerusalem and Israel.

The disciples had asked when these things should be, and were told "not by and by",
that is not immediately but in the long future. It was to be the sign of the fig tree that
would indicate that the "not by and by" was drawing to its close. If we apply the same
signification we understand from Revelation 7.3 that it would not be until the Church is
complete. 

- .
" Huft not the earth, neither the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their

foreheads 
".

Who can deny that the nation of Israel and its surrounding nations have revived? The
second Diaspora of Israel commencing in AD 70 has unbelievably ended. To return from
one dispersal in unique, to return from two is without question a miracle. Historical sequence
has secured the repossession of the land of Israel, and the riches of oil with western
technology has revived the other nations. Who would have thought that in l99l the Western
nations would be in conflict with a self styled Nebuchadnezzar, with the "budded Israel"
the centre of the controversy, and nuclear potential hanging over all, with Egypt, Syria,
and the other ancient "trees" revived and waiting on the sidelines; with the world ''voices"

roaring in world wide confusion, with famines and fearful sights. Are we perhaps looking
at the prelude to those times of "budding", with the "end of the age" nigh unto this
generation?

Our passage in Luke ends with a solemn admonition to constantly watch and pray that
we may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to
stand before the Son of Man. So is our commission, for the final events will come as
a snare upon all them that dwell on the face of the earth. The fig tree has budded and
we wait events.

, l
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Jottings from a Pitgrim's Notebook
John 11 v 45-57

What do we? r:' .'

Many who witnessed the raising of Lazarus from the dead believed on Christ: some

went and told the Pharisees. The Chief Priests and Pharisees refused the evidence given

that Jesus was the Messiah and was acting with all the authority of God. They determined

to oppose Him. The High Priest determined He must die. To allow Him to live would

Ue to rist< the existence of the Jews as a nation. See how God moved that the High Priest

should voice this danger in words that were truer than he realised. Jesus must die for the

people, i.e. the nation of the Jews. John adds for Gentiles also that Jesus would gather

together in one, all the children of God wherever and whoever they were. The decision

was taken Jesus must die. Jesus retired from the public eye to wait God's time and plan.

The Passover was coming and many came to Jerusalem. The Pharisees and Chief Priests

gave orders that if anyone knew where Jesus was they must report it to them. The question

6rought to me as I read this is "What do we?" v .47 . Jesus did many miracles. The Psalmist

said 6f God, "He only doeth wondrous things" Ps.72:18. He made the blind to see, the

deaf to hear, the dumb to speak, the lame to walk, the dead to live. Wondrous things

indeed, just what God had said of Him in Isa.35. The High Priest said "He must die for

the peopie and the Jews, that they perish not". John said "He must die also for the Gentiles

and^in order that the children of God be gathered together in one". This too is wonderful

that through His death He would save men that they perish not, and that they that believe

shall thenlecome united in Him, to be His body. Isa.53 v 11. He shall see of the travail

of His soul and be satisfied. (God said, it will be so) Let me Praise Him and may I trust

Him fully whatever comes into my life.
What do we? The Priests and Pharisees determined they would not believe, they would

oppose Him, nay they plotted together to slay Him. What they did was entirely evil. They

conOemnea themselvei by what they did. They acted freely, but they did not in any way

hinder the work of Jesus, they only helped to bring about its fruition.

what do we in the light of all this? Do we speak of Him to others? what do we say

of Him? Do we seek to know and obey Him? Do we truly believe?

A.V.Mc.C.

Trials make the promise sweet,
Trials give new life to Prayer,
Trials bring us to His feet,
Lay us low and keep us there.
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The Man Behind the Book
The Life of John Foxe, 1517-1587

Chr is  Rogers

In 1517, the year when Marrin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the door of Wftt)nberg
Cathedral, John Foxe was born in the town of Boston, Lincolnshire. His name has gone
down in history as author of The Acts and Monuments of the Church or, to use its more
popular title, Foxe's Book of Martyrs. The publication of his work in the sixteenth century
had such an impact that Queen Elizabeth I ordered copies to be placed in parish churches,
and also in the halls of hospitals, colleges, schools and other public instiations. And even
today, 4a0 years after the author's death, his book is still being reprinted.

But while Foxe's name has certainly not been forgotten, how much is known about the
man himself? It has been said of him:

The life of John Foxe must be unavoidably deficient in interest when compared with
those of other prominent Reformers. Luther and Wycliffe took part in the council
of princes, they were involved in the collision of courts and senates. Cranmer and
Ridley were martyrs and perished for the truth's sake by the noblest death. Foxe
was a retired student in his youth, the tutor only of a family in his early manhood,
assistant to a foreign printer in his more mature years and a secluded clergyman
in his more advanced age. No life seems to promise less gratification to a lover of
biography from its commencement to its conclusion. I

And yet there were times during his life when Foxe was a correspondent of Calvin and
an associate of John Knox. In his later years he enjoyed the friendship of Sir Francis
Drake, Lord Burleigh and Archbishop Grindal; and Queen Elizabeth I referred to him
as her'father Foxe'. So though it must be conceded that our knowledge of some parts
of his life is very sketchy (he was always reluctant to speak of himself), it can scarcely
be said that his life is devoid of interest.

The Early Years
Very little is known of Foxe's childhood and youth. His father died when he was quite

young and his mother remarried. He showed early signs of learning, and at the age of
16 he was entered into Brasenose College, Oxford, obtaining his BA in 1538 and his MA
in 1543. That same year he was elected fellow of Magdalen College.

There can be little doubt that the years Foxe spent at Oxford were of the greatest
importance to him, and to the cause of the Reformation in England. It was a time of great
change and confusion. In 1534 Parliament renounced papal supremacy, and the following
year the first complete English Bible was published by Miles Coverdale. We are not to
understand by this that England was now Reformed: for example, the Act of Six Articles
passed in 1539 made the denial of transubstantiation an offence punishable by death at
the stake. As S.G. Green aptly puts it, 'to affirm papal supremacy was treason, but to
deny papal doctrine was heresy - a cruel dilemma'.2
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The turbulence of the times affected not only nations but individuals. John Foxe had
entered Oxford as a believing and practising Roman Catholic, and during his early years
there he made an exhaustive study of all that the Greek and Latin fathers had written.
The more he read, the more concerned he became at the dichotomy that existed between
Roman Catholic belief and practice. He had been taught to believe that the doctrine of
the Church of Rome was far superior; yet he had to acknowledge that its outworking in
life and practice, as he saw it evidenced, was much inferior. It is worth noting that Foxe's
closest friend at Oxford was Alexander Nowell, a strong advocate of the Reformed faith
and one who later, during the reign of Elizabeth, became Dean of St Paul's.

It was during these years at Oxford that Foxe came to know the reality of salvation
and embraced the doctrines of the Reformation to which he was to adhere throughout his
life. Little is known of his actual conversion, apart from the account given by his son
Samuel in his biography of his father. He tells of the long evenings his father spent in
a dark grove near Magdalen College, 'pacing to and fro with prayers and cries, pouring
out his soul to God' . 3 There is little doubt that some of his colleagues could not understand
this new 'passionate earnestness' that he had acquired. Coupled with this was the fact that
his attendance at church services became irregular, and he was at length called to account
by the college authorities, deprived of his fellowship and expelled. At this time Foxe was
28 years of age.

Family Tutor
Following his expulsion from Oxford, he became tutor to the Lucy family in

Warwickshire. He did not hold the position for very long, but it was during this time that
he married Agnes Randall, a young woman from Coventry. When he left the Lucy family,
he received no support from either his wife's family or his own. Indeed his stepfather
informed him that he would only be made welcome at his home if he 'altered his opinions'.
/ Foxe and his wife went to live in London. Desperately poor and almost destitute, he
wandered round the capital in a hopeless quest for employment. Then, his son tells us,
something wonderful happened, which Foxe viewed as a special outworking of God's
providence. He was sitting one day in St Paul's, his resources entirely exhausted, when
an unknown man sat beside him and gave him a sum of money, intimating that within
a few days he would hear some good news. The prediction was fulfilled, for Foxe was
unexpectedly appointed as tutor to the Duke of Norfork's grandchildren, a position he
was to hold for the next five years.

In 1552, upon the death of Edward VI and the accession of Mary to the throne, Foxe
fled with his wife to the continent. He was now an exile in a foreign land, with few
possessions apart from some precious manuscripts which he intended to publish. This he
did at Strasburg: the volume was a small one, written in Latin and giving an account of
some of the persecutions the Reformers had suffered, but it may quite properly be regarded
as the beginning of his great'martyrology'. From Strasburg he moved for a short time
to Frankfurt, where we find him in fellowship with the English congregation established
there with John Knox, William Kethe and others. His time at Frankfurt was not altogether
happy, however, as the church was riddled with dispute and controversy'

From Frankfurt Foxe moved to Basle, where he was employed as a proof-reader for
a famous printer. But the greater part of his time was taken up with the work which was
to make him famous. In this he was ably assisted by Grindal, who was to become
Archbishop of Canterbury, and possibly also by Cranmer and others.



The Gospel Magazine

IIis Preaching
In 1558, following Mary's death, Elizabeth I came to the throne, and so it became safe

for Foxe to return to England. This he eventually did, and in 1564 he accepted a small
prebend in the diocese of Salisbury. He lived a retired life by and large, addressing himself
mainly to the preparation of a new English edition of his ,4crs and Monumenls. There
was one occasion, however, in 1570, when he was prevailed upon to preach the annual
sermon at Paul's Cross. His text was taken from 2 Corinthians 5:20, and an extract from
the sermon reads as follows:

O Gentleness, O Kindness! Man first began the division; and God beginneth first
the reconciliation. God prayeth, Christ prayeth and the Apostle prayeth. Man offendeth
and hath forfeited his soul to the devil, and yet is prayed. He that should pray to
be forgiven is prayed to be content to be forgiven. What should we here say or think,
well-beloved Corinthians of London, but cry out with the words of Nazianzen, 'O

the readinss of God's gracious love! O the easiness of His exorable reconcilement!"

That same year saw the publication of the new English edition of his work, and two further
editions were printed during his lifetime, in 1576 and 1583.

His Book
Foxe's Book of Martyrs, as it was already called by the people, was well received, for

it had all the fascination of a contemporary history. Many of those who had supplied
eyewitness accounts were still alive, while many others had counted those who died as
friends. It is easy to imagine a group gathering round to hear how their friends, or even
perhaps members of their family, had borne a brave witness and had laid down their lives
amid fiery persecution, rather than surrender the truth of the gospel.

It was only natural that this work should awaken fierce opposition. The Papists called
it 'Master Foxe's Golden Legend' and denounced it as a mass of inventions. Such was
the intensity of their attack that those unacquainted with the facts accepted their criticism.
Indeed it has become quite fashionable in modern times to speak of Foxe as a one-sided,
inaccurate historian. Yet those who have taken the time and trouble to examine his work
fairly have been convinced of the historical trustworthiness of what he wrote, their
researches leading them to the conclusion that 'John Foxe is one of the most faithful and
authentic of all historians'. 5 According to the Encyclopaedia Britannica, his work is 'honest

and strong in facts, preserving much hrsthand material on the English Reformation
unobtainable elsewhere'.

Foxe died at the age of 70 and was buried at St Giles' Church. Cripplegate. His monument
bears a Latin inscription which, translated, reads:

To John Foxe, most faithful martyrologist of the English Church, most sagacious
explorer of historical antiquity, most valiant defender of evangelical truth: an admirable
worker, who has brought again from their ashes, like Phoenixes, the Marian martyrs:
Samuel Foxe, his first-born, has with dutiful affection and tears erected this monument.
He died April 18th 1587, at the age of 70. Life's duration is mortal, its hope immortal.

A Priceless Heritage
The lessons from Foxe's life are many, and they are particularly relevant to the days
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in which we live. He was a man who loved his Saviour and would allow no comrptions
of the gospel. He stood for and proclaimed 'the truth as it is in Jesus'. Though basically
a man of peace, he would not hold with any compromise of the gospel. This is a far cry
from the attitude of the majority of professed Christians today, who are embracing with
open arms not only the compromising spirit of the age but the errors of Rome also. We
live in an age which is ill-informed, and people are only too ready to accept the statements
of ecumenical propagandists. Phrases like 'the so-called Reformation', the 'tragedy of
the Reformation', the 'schisms of the eighteenth century' and so on, are often heard. But
there was nothing 'so-called' about the Reformation. It was one of the most realistic and
necessary movements of the Spirit of God among the people since Pentecost, and it has
bequeathed to us today a priceless heritage of gospel truth.

In compiling his ,{crs and Monuments, John Foxe performed a service of great value
to the Christian church. The testimony he gives of those who were gloriously upheld by
the sustaining grace of God is an abiding lesson to us all of how weak men and women,
old and young, were enabled to endure sufferings which, apart from the grace of God,
would have overwhelmed them. In spite of all with which they were afflicted and tormented,
they proved more than conquerors. May that be true of us.

In the meantime, the grace of the Lord Jesus work with thee, gentle reader, in all
thy studious readings; and whilst thou hast space (time), so employ thyself to read,
that by reading thou mayest learn daily to know that which may profit thy soul, may
teach thee experience, may arm thee with patience and instruct thee in all spiritual
knowledge more and more to thy perpetual comfort and salvation in Christ Jesus
our Lord; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.6

NOTES
I Acts and Monuments, edited by George Townsend (Liverpool, 1843), 1.5
2 S.G. Green, Short Biographies of the People, 'John Foxe', 4.3
3 Samuel Foxe, Life of John Foxe, edited by George Townsend, 1.54
a A Sermon of Christ Crucified. This sermon was republished by George Whitefield in

1759 with a recommendatory preface.
5 Dr Christopher Wordsworth, quoted by Charles H.H. Wright in his introduction to Foxe's

Book of Martyrs (Morgan & Scott Ltd., n.d.), p.xxx
6 Foxe's Book of Martyrs (Morgan & Scott Ltd., n.d.), p'994. (The closing paragraph

of his work.)

The author is Minister of Calvary Baptist Church, Liverpool.

Note: We are grateful for permission to include this article which first appeared in the
Evangelical Magazine of Wales.

"The just man does not desist from praying until he ceases to be just." Augustine.
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Gardens
Gardens always appeal and attract, whether they are the bright cottage gardens in the

country, or the gardens of large historic houses, or simply our own gardens. Nothing is

more beautiful than a garden, and all beautiful things come from God. There are a number

of references to gardens in the Bible. These include:

The Garden of Eden
Genesis 2:8. Here everything was delightful; there was nothing lacking in any way.

The garden of Eden speaks of communion with God, of those far-off days when the world

*as young and man was sinless, when God and man walked and talked together.
There came a day, however, when man sinned, and because of disobedience he was

shut out of the garden.

The Garden of Gethsemane
This was the garden of suffering, into the shadows of which our Lord retired with the

threat of betrayal heavy upon Him. It was also the garden of loneliness, where He met

His sufferings in solitude and found that those nearest to Him could not watch with Him

one brief hour. In Gethsemane the storm burst fully upon Him; He shrank from the very

contact and atmosphere of sin. He went forth serene from this garden to meet the hypocrisy

of Herod, the vacillation of Pilate, and the ignominy of the cross.

The Garden of the Resurrection
"Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden" (John 19:41) - this

belonged to Joseph of Arimathea, a secret disciple.
The first Adam fell in a garden; Jesus, the Second Adam, rose from the dead in a garden'

As a result, He has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Joseph's garden will

be remembered for all time, for it has become the garden of life eternal.
The Lord's people may be likened to a garden, because they are altogether different

from the world. They have been separated by distinguishing grace and called out ofdarkness
into God's marvellous light. God's people are as an oasis in the midst of a barren desert.
Christians, though far from perfect, compared with the world are a garden.

A garden is not a haphazard collection of flower beds and borders, bushes and trees.
It is something planned and arranged by the gardener. He knows what he wants to make
of it, and lays it out according to the pattern which is in his mind. Should it not be something
like this with our lives as Christians? Should they not follow some definite pattern, and
fulfil a definite purpose? Our lives are His gardens - we must put them unreservedly
in the hands of Christ. We can trust the heavenly Gardener to do always what is most
for our good.

A gardener will not dare to neglect his garden, or it will soon become a wilderness.
It needs regular tending, and there is always something to be done. It is much the same
with the garden of our lives if they are to reflect the beauty of Jesus. Our spiritual lives

need cultivating. Sanctification, or growth in holiness, is a long and slow process. The
I-ord accomplishes it in our lives through the regular means of grace, through the fellowship
of the church, through the varying experiences of life, sometimes through suffering, sorrow,
and disappointment. Pruning may be necessary, in order that the branch may bear more
fruit.
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A garden is a place of growth - we should be surprised if it were otherwise. God's
people are to grow in grace. True believers are never long the same; it is their desire
to go from strength to strength, from faith to faith.

The flowers of this world all eventually die, they wither and come to nothing at last.
It is different with the Lord's flowers. The children of grace can never die. Hishowers,
when transplanted to heaven, shall be more bright, sweet, and beautiful than ever they
appeared on earth. How beautifully Isacc Watts expressed this thought in his lines, "TherL
ever-lasting spring abides, and never-withering flowers".

God looks for beauty in our lives. He wants to see the attractiveness of christian character.
the fruit of loving deeds, sacrificial living and dedicated service.

May the garden of our lives be both fragrant and fruitful in His sight."Like a watered garden,
Full of fragrance rare.
Lingering in Thy presence,
Let my life appear."

M.H.

"Acquainted with grief."
Isaiah 53:3.

Strange acquaintance for the Son of God! The brightness of glory and the express image
of the Father's Person! But He came into our world on purpose, that He might know by
experience all that His people had suffered; yea, all that His people deserved. He had
heard of sorrow; He had seen it in others, but He had never felt it Himself. He took our
nature. He came into our place. He began to suffer as soon as He was born, and He pursued
a course of suffering until He died. In the sweat of His brow He ate His breid. the
reproaches of them that reproached His Father fell on Him. He became intimate with grief.
He knew it in all its varieties, in all its depths. No one ever suffered so much, or from
so many causes, or so constantly as He. He visited joy occasionally, but He dwelt with
grief. It was His companion.

Christian, thy Lord suffered for thee, and now He can sympathise with thee. He knows
by experience what human nature feels. He knows the effect of grief upon the nerves and
the spirits and the temper. He suffered from all quarters, from heaven, earth and hell,
and therefore He is able, He is moved to succour thee in all thy sorrows, griefs and woes."As Man He pities my complaints;

His power and truth are all divine;
He will not fail; He cannot faint;
Lord, make Thy full salvation mine."

J. Turner's Daily Portions
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Funeral of a Princbss

Malcolm Jones (Crockenhi l l ,  Swanley,  Kent)  :

Genesis 23.

Abraham is hailed as a "mighty prince" by the Hittites (v.6) but Sarah owes her title
of "princess" to divine decree. It is the meaning of the new name God gave her in c.l7:15,
nor was it to be simply an ornamental name, for (as God promised) "I will make thee
exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. "

(c.17:16)
But in spite of her royal title and her long life, the only woman, incidentally, whose

age is mentioned in the Scriptures, she died without a palace and without a kingdom. She
finished her days among the ranks of those described in Hebrews l1: 13 in these words:-
"These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off,
and were persuaded of them, and embraced them."

A.M. Stibbs once wrote that "the final proof of the adequacy of a man's faith in God
is found in his realising that God's best is yet to be." "For here have we no continuing
city but we seek one to come." (Hebrews 13:14)

The focus of attention in the chapter before us is upon Abraham as he deals with his
grief and with the problem of finding a burial ground suitable to a woman of faith. We
have to admire this man of God as we watch him handling the situation at a time of acute
grief. For here, as previously, he shows himself to be a true man of faith. God does not
rescue His people from the last enemy (1 Cor. 15:26) but they face it knowing that it
is the LAST enemy, which will be defeated, like all its companions - beyond which lies
a realm of immeasurable peace and "pleasures for evermore" (Psalm 16: I1) The defeat
of the LAST enemy signals the defeat of ALL enemies. None are left once the last enemy
has been eliminated.

But in verse 2 Abraham bowed before an enemy which had not yet been conquered
and poured out his grief. For faith does not make us any less human. To be "without

natural affection" (2 Tim. 3:3) is a mark of the godless, not the godly. Paul's claim to
the bereaved Thessalonians was not that we do not grieve, but rather that we do not 'grieve

like other men who have no hope' (1 Thess.4:13) The believer knows that the grave can
only hold its captive for a short time "For even we groan within ourselves, waiting for
the adoption, to wit the redemption of the body." (Romans 8:23). Death is the boundary
of Satan's power but, where Satan ends, God begins. Abraham understood this when he
rose up and purchased the cave of Machpelah as a burial place for Sarah.

There are three things I would like us to notice about Abraham's action in this chapter.
FIRSTLY his concern that Sarah should be buried in the land of Canaan.

"Where the dust of our fathers is, there is our country" @.D.) The urge to be buried
among one's own people in one's own land was a strong feeling in those days and at that
time, added to which Abraham had recently received news of his own relatives (22:20,
24). In spite of all that, he chose not to make the journey back to Mesopotamia to have
Sarah laid in the family grave. He chose a resting place in the land where they were only
camping. The reason for his choice can only be that Abraham had renounced the old
homeland. More than 60 years had gone by since "the l,ord had said unto Abram, Get
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thee out of thy country and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land
that I will show thee." (Gen. 12:l) Although he had received no ownership rights over
gny of it during that long period of time, he had not forgotten the promise maie by the
f-ord the first day he had stepped on to canaan's soil, "Unto thy seed will I give this
land." (v.7)

Over those years Abraham had gained great respect among the inhabitants of the land.
They said to him, "You are a mighty prince among us" and so he was. They owed their
release from captivity to Abraham and he had never at any time tried to rob them of their
possessions. He and his army were always welcome among the Hittites. "In the choice
of our sepulchres bury thy dead; none of us shall withhold from thee his sepulchre, but
that thou mayst bury thy dead." (v.6) It is difficult to know whether that wis a genuine
offer to be taken at face value or just intended to be the first move in the bargaining process.
It could have been "an inducement to remain a landless dependent" relying on their
hospitality, but it is probably only intended as the first move in eastern-style-negotiations
- not to be taken up. However, such "generosity" is to be understood, it was not acceptable
to Abraham.

THE SECOI{D point which stands out here is that Abraham is not content that his wife
be buried in Canaan. He insists on owning the burial ground personally. "Sarah's grave
must be known, recognised and revered. This could be assured only if Abraham bought
the land, owned the title deeds and established a family tomb for posterity." (J.D)

The chapter is largely taken up with Abraham's negotiations for legal possession of the
burial ground. He was not in a strong bargaining position - being only 'an alien and
a stranger'. It is likely that he was taken advantage of by Ephron (clf Jer .32:9) ''But the
upshot was that a Hebrew now owned for the first time an actual piece of what was later
to become the land of Abraham's descendants. It was only a tiny foothold . . . . . . but
it was a harbinger of things to come. " (J.D) To Ephron the land was worth 400 shekels
of silver but to Abraham it was priceless, for it was the deposit on the whole land.

In the cave of Machpelah, Abraham himself was laid to rest some 38 years after Sarah,
There Isaac and his wife were buried, and there also Leah and Jacob rested. "By leaving
their bones in Canaan the patriarchs gave their last witness to the promise" (D.K) thit
this land was their land - a land given them by God. A land that would yet be possessed
by their descendants.

THE THIRD thing I want you to notice is that Abraham acted as he did because of
the promise of a better land. It is hinted at in v.4 where Abraham said to the Hittites,
'I am a stranger and a sojourner with you; give me a possession of a burying place with
you." This is the first mention of burial. It was noted by the heathen historian as a
characteristic of the Jews that they preferred to bury their dead rather than to burn them.
It is observable that this is thus mentioned first, when the first death takes place in the
family of him who had received the promises. The care of the bodies of the departed is
a custom apparently connected with the belief in their sanctity as vessels of the Grace
of God, and with the hope that they may be raised again in the day of the restitution of
all things.

God had promised Abraham a land, the land on which he stood, but in which he only
lived as an alien and a stranger. The years had rolled by and it was now obvious that
he could never personally own that land. It would be his descendants, some 400 years
on, who would take possession of it.
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Was that disappointing? Had God failed Abraham? Well, not really. For God had
something better for Abraham than the land of Canaan. That land was only a faint copy
of a far greater inheritance. We need to go over to Hebrews II to get a glimpse of what
Abraham had in mind when he buried Sarah in the land. Irt's come in at v.9. "By faith
he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: For he looked for a city which
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. " (Vs.9,10) what kept Abraham going
was not simply that his descendants would be as numerous as tle stars and the sand and
that they would possess the land he now lived in as a stranger. Abraham had a personal
hope of something far better than Canaan. He was going to exchange his tents, not for
Jerusalem below, but Jerusalem above. His hope was in what God had in store on the
other side. Nor was he alone in this. I-ook at v.13 "These all died in faith, not having
received the promises but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and
embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For
they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. And truly, if they had
been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity
to have returned. But now they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly; wherefore
God is not ashamed to be called their God: for He hath prepared for them a city. (vs.13-16)

THAT is a marvellous picture. Here were a people who did not get all they expected
in this life, and yet were not disappointed. If they felt they had been let down they had
plenty of opportunity to return to their old way of life. But they stuck with all their hardships
and difficulties because they had set their heart on a better a country - a heavenly one.
The only bit of ground they bought was not for enjoyment in this life but a witness to
their faith in the resurrection.

"Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He hath prepared for them
a city. ' ' When He calls Himself our God He bids us to expect to find in Him inexhaustible
resources to protect and satisfu and enrich us. He bids us cherish boldly all innocent and
natural desires, believing that we have in Him One who can gratiff every such desire.
But if this life be all, who can say existence has been perfectly satisfactory - if there
be no reversal of what has here gone wrong, no restoration of what has here been lost,
if there be no life in which conscience and ideas and hopes find their fulfilment and
satisfaction, who can say he is content and could ask no more of God? who can say he
does not see what more God could do for him than has here been done? Doubtless, there
are many happy lives, doubtless there are lives which carry in them a fullness and a
sacredness which manifest God's presence, but even such lives only more powerfully
suggest a state in which all lives shall be holy and happy, and in which, freed from inward
uneasiness and shame and sorrow, we shall live unimpeded the highest life, life as we
feel it ought to be. The very joys men have here experienced suggest to them the
desirableness ofcontinued life; the love they have known can only intensiff their yearning
for this perpetual enjoyment; their whole experience of this life has served to reveal to
them the endless possibilities of growth and of activity that are bound up in human nature;
and if death is to end all this, what more has life been to any of us than a seed-time without
a harvest, an education without any sphere of employment, a vision of good that can never
be ours, a striving after the unattainable? If this is all that God can give us we must indeed
be disappointed in Him.

But He is disappointed in us if we do not aspire to more than this. In this sense also
He is ashamed to be called our God. He is ashamed to be known as the God of men who
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never aspire to higher blessings than earthly comfort and present prosperity. He is ashamed
to be known as connected with those who think so lightly of His power that they look
for nothing beyond what every man calculates on getting in this world. (M.D.)

Having assured us that our eternal life is so immeasurably great that "eye hath not seen
nor ear heard the things that God hath prepared for them that love Him" (l Cor,2:9) He
is ashamed to be known as the God of people who would settle for less.

Having explained to us that what is seen is temporary and what is not seen is eternal
(2 Cor.4:18) He is not too impressed with those whose sense of priorities fixed their eyes
on "what is seen."

Abraham and his company were not content with a land flowing with milk and honey.
It was a land promised by God to them and to their descendants and it would serve them
well, but they were content to occupy it as tenants only (Lev.25:23) because they were
looking for a better country - a heavenly one, "Therefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God: for He hath prepared for them a city." (Heb.1l:16)

"UNTIL TIIE DAY BREAKS" Genesis 25'l-10.
Many more years were to pass before Abraham too was laid to rest with his wife Sarah.

The story is told in chapter 25:7-lO. So the patriarch's life came to its peaceful fulfilment
and end. Abraham lived long enough to see his grandsons, Esau and Jacob, into their
teens. and no doubt he loved to tell them the stories of his life's adventures of faith in
God and fellowship with Him. It was a hundred years after he had set out from Haran
that he was buried by Isaac and Ishmael in the cave of Machpelah, near Mamre - a century
of growing faith. Jacob was old enough to remember him well from his boyhood years,

and to pass on the stories of grandfather Abraham to his twelve sons so that they might
understand their unique position as God's covenant people.

Abraham had "fought the good fight" He had "finished the race." "He had kept the
faith." And so, as Bunyan said of Mr. Valiant-for-Truth, "he passed over, and all the

trumpets sounded for him on the other side."
For we must not think of Abraham's burial as the end of the story. His train had not

arrived at the terminus. No, he had only arrived at a junction, where he crossed over
from the branch line on to the main line. Or, to change to a Biblical metaphor, his camping
days were over. He simply exchanged them for "the city which hath foundations, whose
Maker and Builder is God. " (Heb.11:10) How did he arrive at the glorious destination?
How was it that he gained a ready welcome from the keepers at the gate?

From Abraham's side it went back to c. 15 :6 which says ' 'And he believed in the Lord;

and He counted it to Him for righteousness" The reason why God could righteously do

that was highlighted by what took place on Mount Moriah in ch.22. "The work of Christ,
which was yet to take place in history, was as much the ground of his justification as it

is of ours. So Jesus was able to affirm, again to his hostile Jewish critics, "Your Father
Abraham rejoiced to see My day, he saw it and was glad." (John 8:56) What Abraham
saw simply as a future reality, we look back on as the historical foundation of our faith.
But we are one with Abraham in that we too are those who believe and who have entered
into the covenant grace of God through faith alone." (D.J).

But the challenge of Abraham to us is that not only do we stand before God (like him)
by faith, but (like him) we are called to live by faith. "If we are Abraham's spiritual
children, we must make sure that the family likeness is seen in the way we live" (D.J)
Some religious bigots came to Jesus and said, "Abraham is our father." But Jesus said,

!
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"If Abraham were your father you would do the things he did." (John 8:39) We are called
to believe God and obey God as Abraham was. we may make as many mistakes as he
did along the way, but let us never forget the calling we have received, Rather let us live
a life worthy of our Lord and of the place to which He is calling us.

In saying 'Goodbye' to Abraham, we do so knowing that we shall soon meet again.
It is the privilege of those who have faith to look forward to the time when they, along
with many who will "come from the east and west and sit down with Abraham, Isaai
and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven." (Matt.8:11) "And the Scripture, foreseeing that
God would justifu the heathen through faith, preached before the Gospel unto Abraham,
saying, "In thee shall all nations be blessed. " So then they which be of faith are blessed
with faithful Abraham...., There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free.
there is neither male nor female, for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye are Christ's,
then are ye Abraham's seed and heirs according to the promise." (Gal.3:8-9: zg,2g)

William M'Ewen: 1734-17 62.
Francis Coxon

William M'Ewen was descended from pious parents in the town of Perth, who spared
neither pains or expense to give him a truly christian education. To this they were gieatly
encouraged, by the early attachment which he himself displayed, both to piety and learning.
His constitution physically was rather weakly; but his intellectual powers were sound.
He had a penetrating and comprehensive mind, and a memory uncornmonly capacious
an{ lgtentive. By diligent study of the Roman and Greek classics; of the best English poets
and historians; and above all, the Scriptures of Truth, in their originals, with the evangelical
volumes of our own and foreign divines; of that period. His studies in divinity were aisisted
for some years by the advice of Ebenezer Erskine of Stirling; and frnished under the tuition
of James Fisher, minister of Glasgow. Incidentally, Henry Erskine, father of Ebenezer
and Ralph, was the puritan minister ejected from Cornhill, Northumberland, in 1662.

I. TIIE ORIGIN OF TIIE SECESSION CHT]RCH.
In December, 1733, Ebenezer Erskine, together with James Fisher, Alexander Moncrieff,

and William Wilson, formed the first Associate Presbytery, of the Secession Church, into
which William M'Ewen, was licensed to preach the gospel in the Associate Presbytery
of Dunfermline; and in the beginning of the year 1754, ordained by the same presbytery,
minister of the Associate congregation in the town of Dundee. At this period also aroie
the Marrow controversy. Thomas Boston, minister of Ettrick, and afterwards author of
a well-known book, ''The Fourfold State, " found in the cottage of a parishioner two books
which had been brought from England, nnny years before, in the knapsack ofone ofOliver
Cromwell's soldiers. The two volumes were "The Marrow of Modern Divinity," written
by one Edward Fisher, M.A., of oxford; and, "Free Grace; or, The Flowing of christ's
Blood freely to sinners," by John Saltmarsh M.A. Magdalen college, cambridge.

,--
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"Thomas Boston died the year before the Secession, else he had been with the Erskines"
"Treasury of the Scottish Covenant;" J.C. Johnston, p.477.

The reign of what the Scotch call Moderatism drains out the evangelical truth from the
gospel, and leaves only high and dry morality, a soil that becomes barren enough when
deprived of the life-giving streams of Divine saving grace. Where Moderatism prevails,
preaching becomes lifeless; the glory departs, and the churches present a dreary spectacle
of spiritual dearth. In contrast, of the Secession ministers, it can be said: "Thou hast given
a banner to them that fear Thee, that it may be displayed because of the Truth." Psalm 60:4.

II. WLLTAM M'EWEN, ..ON ELECTION."
From a volume of "Select Essays," we give clauses from it, as follows.
Stoop down, presumptuous reason! remember from whence thou art fallen. Behold! even

in thy perfect state, it was not in thee to find out God, by the most accurate researchers;
how much less shalt thou now be able to find out the Almighty unto perfection? Come,
holy faith, and humble reverence! teach us to lift our thoughts to the most distinguishing
privilege of electing love. O that while we admire the sublimity of the doctrine, we may
taste the sweetness of the benefit! Happy they, whg, instead of intruding, with bold curiosity,
into the secrets of the Most High, give diligence to make their calling and election sure.
By the dictates of unerring wisdom, let our sentiments be regulated in this article of our
most holy faith - the purpose of God according to election. The date of it is eternal.
Yes; it must be so; for every purpose of his will must be coeval with himself. O glorious
thought! to have dwelt upon the heart of a loving God, before the foundation of the world!
What grateful emotions may it not excite in the minds of these high favourites, that God
has loved them with an everlasting love, before the day-spring knew his place? How
deservedly shall their meditations of him be sweet, both in the night and day, whose precious
thoughts towards them, are ancient as eternity itself? Its objects are particular. Of the
determinate counsel of God we read in the scriptures;
we do not read. If the names of the disciples were written in heaven; if Clement's name
was not in the book of life, assign a reason, if you can, why any that are the Lord's,
should be less foreknown by him, who knows whom he hath chosen, without respect of
persons. If in thy book, O God! all our members are written, which, in continuance,
were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them; much more are all the saints, the
members of his body, of his flesh and of his bones, written without exception, in the fair
book oflife. O ye that are partakers ofsuch distinguished honour! live to his praise; and
be his worthy name engraven on your hearts, and on the palms of your hands - by whom
your worthless names are written among the living in Jerusalem, when others are written
in the earth.

Its motives are sovereign. Boasting, thou art forever excluded here! Even the Saviour's
merits, to which we owe our salvation, are not the source of our election. Nor will previous
faith gather where it has not strawed, by laying claim to be the cause of God's electing
love. But least of all can it be said, that God hath chosen us because we were holy, and
according to our works. Election is the root, these are the flowers; election is the foundation,
these the superstructure; election is the fountain, and these are the streams that issue from
it. How can they be elected of God for any civil distinction, or moral prerogative, when
some of them were profligate and flagitious - some of them illiterate and poor - and
all of them by nature the children of wrath, even as others! This is not the manner of
men, O Lord! How deservedly they love thee, who, without deserving, were loved by
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thee! The tenor is irrevocable. For, though the purposes of earthly sovereigns may be
disannulled - what should alter the counsel of the Most High, who is not a man that he
should repent? The mountains, these strong foundations of the earth, may be removed,
but the foundation of God standeth sure. The election shall obtain both grace and glory,
though earth and hell were leagued against them. As many as are ordained to "ternul fifl,
shall believe; nor shall they be deceived by the most cunning artifices of the enemy of
their salvation.

III. WLLIAM M'EWEN'S MINISTRY CLOSED.

_The quotation in paragraph II from william M'Ewen's "Essays," indicate the style
of his writings, and that the subjects are handled in a lively, evangelical manner, anO ihe
frequent use of scriptural language and allusions will commend them to the serious and
spiritual reader, as well calculated to edification and profit. May it be so! "Thus saith
the Lord, stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask roi the old piths, and walk therein,
and ye shall find rest for your souls. " Jeremish 6.16. "Behold, I and the children whom
the Lord hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts.
which dwelleth in mount Zion." Isaiah 8.18. "Behold I and the children which God hath
given me." Hebrews 2.13.

Children of the heavenly King,
As ye journey sweetly sing;
Sing your Saviour's worthy praise,
Glorious in his works and ways.

Ye are travelling home to God
In the way the fathers trod;
They are happy now, and ye
Soon their happiness shall see. John Cennick. l7 l7 -1755.

I

William M'Ewen had no separat€ interest from the glory of his Divine Master, and the
welfare of his people; but that the whole desire and delight of his soul was to set forward
their salvation; that by their being "made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the
saints in light, " his exalted soul might ''see of the travail his soul, and shall be satisfied. "
Isa iah 53.11.

on the 29th. of December, 1761, he went from Dundee to Edinburgh; and on the Sabbath
following, preached his last sennon in Bristo meeting, from Isaiah 63.4, "For the day
of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come." on the Mondav
evening he was married at Dalkeith, to the oldest daughter of John Wardlaw, late merchant
of the same place. In this period of his life it was observed that, in intercourse with friends,
he discovered a strong inclination to fix the conversation to that awful, yet delightful subject,
the eternal world, into which all must enter. Like one established in "the fil*r of CbO's
elect," Titus l.l. he seemed daily to be "looking for, and hastening to the coming of
the Lord Jesus." on the wednesday afternoon he went to Leith, on his way homi to
Dundee; and the same night he was suddenly taken ill. His disorder soon issued in a violent
fever, which rendered him unfit for any conversation, and on wednesday, the l3th. January,
1762, brought an end to all his labours, in the twenty-eighth year ofhis age, and the reu"nth
of his ministry. His death was lamented as a severe and afflicting loss to his friends, his

-
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congregation, and the'church of God. His body was interred in the church-yard of Dalkeith.
In addition to his volume on "select Essays," his meditations on the ..rypes and Figures
of the Old Testament," were published in 1763.

The Divine Imperative
Isa A. Buckley (Winchcombe, Glos)

The little word MUST is used many times in Scripture with regard to the life and work
of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a word which was often upon His lips from His early youth
until Calvary, and Scripture also uses it to speak of the glorioui majesty of Hii ieign.

IIIS MINISTRY ON EARTH.
Ietke 2: 49. Wist ye not that I MUST be about My Father's business?
John 4:4. He MUST needs go through Samaria.
John 9:4. I MUST work the works of Him that sent me, while it is day: the nieht cometh
when no man can work.

HIS SUFFERING and DEATH.
Mark 8: 31. He began to teach them, that the Son of Man MUST suffer many things,
- and be rejected - and be killed and after three days rise again.
John 3: 14. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so MUST the Son
of Man be lifted up.
Maxhew 16: 21. He MUST go unto Jerusalem and suffer many things.

HIS RESURRECTION and REIGN.
Ittke 24: 6-7. He is not here but is risen: remember how He spake unto you saying -
the Son of Man MUST be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and
the third day rise again.

1 Corinthians:
15:25. He MUST reign.

We MUST remember that this important little word is also applied in Scripture to ourselves.
lrt us take heed.

John 3: 7. Mawel not that I said unto thee, Ye MUsr be born again (from above).

,Iohn 4: 24. Gd is a Spirit: and they that worship Him MUST worship Him in spirit and
in truth.

Acts 14:21/22. When Paul and Barnabas had preached the Gospel - and had taught many
- they returned - confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue
in the faith, and that we MUST through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.

2
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2 Coririthiaris:
5:10. For we MUST all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may
receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good
or bad.

MUST have the Saviour with me. For I dare not walk alone:
MUST feel His presence near me, and His arm around me thrown.
MUST have the Saviour with me, for my faith, at best, is weak;

He can whisper words of comfort that no other voice can speak.

I MUST have the Saviour with me, in the Onward march of life,
Through the tempest and the sunshine, through the battle and the strife.
I MUST have the Saviour with me, and His eye the way MUST guide;
Till I reach the vale of Jordan, till I cross the rolling tide.

(L. Edwards)

133

A Meditation on Seven Steps
W. J.  Parker  (Colwyn Bay)

As I travelled by train to the funeral of my cousin, I sat opposite to a man reading a
novel. Its title was 'Seven Steps in the Dark.' It reminded me that many people regard
our passing out of this world as a voyage into darkness. Now I regard the darkness as
being in this world, not in the next. But there are indeed seven steps taken in this darkness
to some extent by all men. Then there are seven steps in this world taken by those who
follow Christ. We look at them in turn.

I. The Seven Steps in the Dark.
1. The Way of Disobedience.
We read in Genesis how Adam, the forbear of us all, disobeyed God and was on this

account excluded from the paradise of God. The same judgment comes on all who break
the commandments of God our maker. The will of God is revealed in the Holy Scriptures,
but, like His Son, they are despised and rejected of men. The Bible reveals also God's
way of salvation in the Gospel of Christ. In John. 5.24, Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I
say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. The Bible
is a wonderful book. It shows us both what sin is, and also how it has been overcome.
David was a great King of Israel, chosen and appointed of God. But still he was a sinner,
and came to realise it. He had murdered a man, in order to take the man's wife for himself.
We recognise sin as we take our steps through life. David said, in his grief, (Psalm. 51.5)
"I was shapen in iniquity and in sin did my mother conceive me." This was repentance,
which is essential for forgiveness.

,-a.
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2. The second step ln the dark is to despise wisdom. Proverbs 1.7, reads, "The fear
of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction."
Do we despise the Gospel on the lips of those we consider to be inferior to ourselves?
Solomon wrote, "Hath my heart despised reproofl" (Prov. 5.12.). This attitude is a sign
of sin, even in professing christians, according to Paul (1 Cor. 11.22) "Despise ye the
church of God?".

3. The third step in darkness is deceit. Are we deceitful in our dealings with other
people? This has application to both home, social and business life. In Deut. 10.12. we
are taught God's will, and in Micah it is summarized, "He hath showed thee o man,
what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with thy God." (6.8). But still men say to one another, "Let us lie
in wait for the innocent. . we shall fill our houses with spqil" (prov. l.l3).

4. The fourth step in darkness is an immoral one. A man says, "come let us take
our fill of love till the morning . . . He knoweth not that it is for his life . . . Her house
is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death." (Prov. 7.18.) The misuse of
our natural affections is sinful in God's sight, because it is a betrayal of the purposes for
which they were given by Him.

5. The fifth step in the dark is a philosophical one, for all men are philosophers!
The spirit of our age is to deny God, to denigrate the churches, and to blaspheme the
Gospel. Because of sin, Job said, (12.4.) "I am as one mocked of his neighbour, who
call upon God, and he answereth him: the just upright man is laughed to scorn." God
he says, (v.24) "takes away the heart ofthe chiefofthe people ofthe earth, and causeth
them to wander in a wilderness where there is no way. They grope in the dark without
light, and he maketh them to stagger like a drunken man. " This is the state of men who
deny God, or the knowledge of God, which cannot be measured by the yardstick of modern
opinion.

6. The sixth step is the complete opposite of this. It is to step on to the Broad way,
which our Lord said leads to destruction. (Matt. 7.13-14.). There is a broad way, and
there is, Christ said, a narrow way that leads to life. To-day there is a broad minded attitude
which says that every religion is a revelation of God, and a reaching up to God, so that
all men will be saved. Jesus said however that there are two ways, and only the narrow
way, His way, will lead to life. He said clearly "I am the way, the truth and the life.
no man cometh unto the Father but by me". He also added "He that hath seen me hath
seen the Father. In John 10.8. He described deviants from His way as thieves and robbers.

The Church of England's eighteenth Article of Faith, is called, "Of obtaining eternal
salvation only by the Nqme of Christ. " It reads, "They are to be had accursed that presume
to say, That every man shall be saved by the law or Sect which he professeth, so that
he be diligent to frame his life according to that law, and the light of nature. For Holy
Scripture doth set out unto us only the Name of Jesus Christ, whereby men must be saved."

7. The seventh step in darkness is taken by the man of pride. "A high look and
a proud heart, and the ploughing of the wicked, is sin. " Ploughing stands for our everyday
activity. An alternate translation, "lamp," suggests that the sinner's very light is darkness.
He sins in the full confidence that he is doing right. "Every way of man is right in his
own eyes: but the Lord pondereth the hearts. To do justice and judgment is more acceptable
to the l-ord than sacrifice. ' ' (Prov. 2I .2). The self satisfied man has omitted the first step
in the path to salvation, - repentance. Before the holiness and righteousness of God we
must bow and pray with Jeremiah, "O Lord. I know that the way of man is not in himself:

I
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it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. O Lord correct me, but with judgment

not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing." (10.23-4). Thus to humble oneself
before God is true repentance, and is the work of the Holy Spirit of God in the heart.
"Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger to cease towards uS . . I will
hear what God the Lord will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his
saints . . . Righteousness shall go before him; and shall set us in the way of his steps"
(Psalm 85.) Such is the anatomy of sin, and we pray with David, "Order my steps in

thy word."  (Ps.  119.133.) .

Seven Steps in the Light.
Let us now turn to the seven steps in the light, as we hear Christ's words to us, for

"the steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord and he delighteth in his way." The
Lord delights in us, and also we delight in Him. \

1. Our first step is to turn to the Lord Jesus Christ for guidance, for He is the light
of the world. He said, "I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk
in darkness, but shall have the light of life." (Jn. 8.12). In St John's Gospel our Lord
used this phrase, "I am the seven times. It is evident that He meant us to relate

our salvation to Him in these seyen tenns. - He is the Light, the Door, the Bread, the

Shepherd, the Vine, the Resurrection, and the Life. This is full salvation.
As the Light, Jesus opens to us a new understanding of the world around us; and of

ourselves in relationship to the world, and to God our Creator Lord. We learn that nothing

is accidental, but all is controlled, orderly, and progressive, fulfilling the purpose for which
it was made. "All things work together for good to them that love God." (Rom. 8.28).
Even our salvation was planned before our creation! This light which Christ brings to

us is none other than His Word. The entrance of His word brings light. He Himself is

the Word, in the mystery of the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Our first step then is to follow Christ, and His teaching, and we enter into the true Light.

"As many as receive Him, to them gives he power to become the sons of God, even to

them that believe on his name." (Jn 1.9,12).
2. Our second step in the light is to acknowledge Him as our Good Shepherd. "The

good shepherd gives his life for the sheep. (Jn. 10.11). They are in his care. The Lord
gave his life for those who believe on him. As an atonement for all his people, he died
on the cross at Calvary. They are therefore forgiven all the sins they have committed and

they are counted righteous by God. Christ suffering on the cross is the focal point of the

christian conception of redemption and pardon. It is the centre from which all blessings

radiate. It validates faith in the reception of all the promise of God, in justification and

sanctification.
3. The third step into light is to realise that in putting our trust in Christ, we have

entered by the door into the sheepfold. Jesus said, "I am the door of the sheep. I am

the door: by me if any man enter in he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and hnd
pasture." (Jn. 10.7f.) He gave the sheep further assurance in adding that he knew all the
iheep, that they also knew him, that he gave them eternal life, that they should never perish,

and that none could pluck them out of either his or his Father's hand. In entering the fold,

we enter into a new fellowship, with all its blessings, responsibilities, opportunities, the

whole family of God on earth, and in heaven. (Eph. 3.150.
4. The fourth step in light is to take for ourselves the Lord's saying, "I am the bread

of life." (Jn. 6.35-58). "He that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth
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on me shall never thirst"_He spoke of spiritual hunger dnd thirst, firidinf the deepest
satisfaction in life. In the Church we have two ordinances of Christ;s institrition, to feep
our spiritual aims central to.our life. -In 

gaptism we visualise the work of the Holy Spirit
in our new birth to eternal life. In the Lord's Supper we commemorate Christ's death
for us, which is the way He became for us the sieio or Life. It is in believing in Him
that we feed on Him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

__5: A fifth step in light is indicated in John 15, wheri Jesis taught his disciples that
He is to them as the Vine is to the branches. We can only bear fruii in the christian life
so long as we abide in Christ! What is it to abide in Chiist? Christ said four things to
his disciples: come unto me (as Saviour); trarn of me (as Teacher); Follow me (as Malter);
Abide in me (as Life). Abide in me, is the highest requirement of Christ. It includes Union
and Communion. We are in Christ for life. io be in-Christ includes pardon, justification,
peace, freedom, and holiness. Christ in us, assures us of protection, powei in witness,
and perseverance. Abiding comes from faith in Christ, an-d is maintained in fellowship
with, obedience to, confession of, and love for Christ.
, 6. Our sixth step in light will be to realise that Christ is the resurrection and the life.

(John. 11.25). Our Lord taught Martha that he is not merely a human teacher of the
resurrection, but the divine author of resurrection both spirituafand physical, and the root
and fountain of all life. Christ is the focal point of chriitianity, unA nit own resurrection
was part of his teaching and claim to be the great I AM of the old Testament. His
t"^tl.tTti9,n-ts also the guarantee of his promise that all men will rise again. The resurrection
of the faithful however is seen in two stages, the spiritual and thJphysical.

The spiritual resurrection is when a man believes in Christ, and his soui is reborn, given
new.life by the Holy Spirit. The full fruition of resurrection will be on the day whe"n the
Lord Jesus returns again to judge the living and the dead. This will be the culmination
of the redemption of body, soul, and spirit, in the everlasting kingdom of christ.

7. The seventh step in the tight of christ is based on Joh-n. tf,.a. m the sixth step
we realised the source of all life in Christ. In this last saying we now realise the expression
of it. "I am the way, the truth, and the life. " Jesus came as a Saviour. In this he ievealed
a pattern of life as the servant of his Father, in the redemption of sinful men. He always
declared the truth, revealing the moral character of God. if we live His life, we too must
be the servants of our heavenly Father, and of our fellow men. We must share in the work
of brin_ging the Gospel of Christ with all its benefits, spiritual and temporal, to our fellow
men- Our calling is an effectual one in our conversion, but it is a voluntary one in our
service. It must be seen as a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving for the love of God towards
us.

Thou art the way, the truth, the life,
Grant us that way to know,

That truth to keep, that life to win,
Whose joys eternal flow.

"Prayer is the first thing wherewith a righteous life beginneth and the last wherewith it
doth end."

t
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Wellsprings
Ruth  Cowe l l  ( 1859 -1954 )

"And she answered, It is well." - 2 KINGS iv.26."Surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God."-
ECCLES. viii. 12.

"They published it; and were beyond measure ostonished, saying, He hath done all things
well." - MARK vii.37.

There is a little remnant according to the election of grace for whom the Lord has
promised He will do well, and when Jehovah has passed His word, "verily it shall be
well" indeed. None can reverse it, none change it. All the circumstances of the earthly
pilgrimage are brought into account, made to subserve His everlasting purpose, and bring
each saint on his way home, proving in the three-fold aspect of the texts which head thii
article-present, future, and in reviewing the past at the end of the journey- "It is well,l'"It shall be well," and "He hath done all things well."

Maylhe l-ord the Spirit guide our consideration at this time and give us acceptable words
and right judgment, that if any dear reader should be under some dark cloud, some gloomy
fear and apprehension, he may take his harp from the willows, and, encouraged again
to trust in the Lord, the Rock of Ages, may be persuaded that it must be well since he
is in the hands of a God "too wise to err: too good to be unkind"; who will not fail
His neediest Jacob, but give him to wait only upon Him Who will bring him ultimate blessing
and take to Himself all the glory, which is His due.

How strong must have been the Shunammite woman's faith which could answer the
prophet's messenger "It is well," when everything was, to nature, just the contrary. She
had had a son given her after long waiting, who doubtless brought much joy to the mother's
heart for the few brief years he was the darling of the home. And then came the fell calamity
of sunstroke and death. All the sunshine gone from the home in a few hours. He sat on
his mother's "knees till noon, and then died," and with that last breath it would seem
to that mother's rent heart as though all her life's joy was overpast, and all her fondest
hopes crushed by one blow of the Great Reaper's hand.

But faith is an active as well as a passive grace. It stirs the woman to action in this
case. She prepares for ajourney, explains nothing ofit to her husband when he questions
"wherefore wilt thou go to him to-day? it is neither new moon, nor sabbath," but simply
answers, "It shall be well," and sets out to go to the prophet. "Slack not thy riding for
me, except I bid thee," she says to her servant, and thus they hasten on. Elisha sees them"afar off," and sends his servant Gehazi to know the reason of her journey. To Gehazi's
inquiry "[s it well with thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child?" the
short but strong answer is, "It is well. " Nothing more, nothing less. Oh! what sweet faith,
what strong confidence, what unmurmuring submission. Beloved reader, let us pause and
inquire of ourselves, Have we been in such a spot? Have we had ''nothing, " as the beloved
Rutherford once said, "nothing for faith to sit upon but bare omnipotence"?-our hopes
blighted, our gourd blasted, our most cherished delights laid low, our fairest schemes
crossed, and death written in large letters across the promises? Have we been "in such
a case"? And could we say by all-contraining grace, by acquiescing faith, It is well? Blessed
spot if so; happy condition of soul and sure certainly of sanctified fruit ''afterward. " May

r37
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we ever be enabled to justiry our God in all His dealings, and when

"We can not understand
All the mysteries of His hand,
This shall satisfy my mind,
God is faithful, just, and kind."

We can not argue the matter: we do well to lay our mouth in the dust, and to take this
mysterious providence amongst the "all things" that He will make "work together for
good." If He has said, "I will surely do thee good," then this dark day, this bereaving
providence, this crook in our lot, must work out in His end for our good and His glory.
Wait on, dear child of God, and meanwhile encourage your heart. Who can tell but that
you strengthen the faith of those around you by saying, "It is well"; "This also cometh
forth from the Lord of hosts, Which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working. "

Faith acquiesces where feelings oft times shrink. Faith sees all things working together
after the counsel of His perfect will and unerring judgment, where feelings often think
' 'All these things are against me. ' ' Faith looks on to her God' s sovereign control of all
things in heaven and on earth, and can afford to wait until that day when He shall disclose
present mysteries, ands make all plain, all light. She sits meanwhile and sings in the dark;
trusts where she can not trace; believes the God of the promises, and His faithfulness and
mindfulness of His Covenant word and oath, and says, "Though He slay me, yet"-being
Who He is-"will I trust in Him." Faith seeks to justifu her God in all His dealings, and
exhorts her soul to-

"Be still, my heart: these anxious cares
To thee are burdens, thorns, and snares;
They cast dishonour on the [,ord,
And contradict His gracious Word.

"Did ever trouble yet befall,
And He refuse to hear thy call?
And has He not His promise pass'd
That thou shalt overcome at last?"

Seek the grace of faith, dear exercised child of God, to say under thy present dark
providence, "It is well," and then leave it in His hands. He does not expect you to
understand this dark shadow that has suddenly fallen across your pathway. He does not

expect you to attempt to square and make straight that which in your finite state appears
so crooked, neither does He expect you to see from His stand-point nor understand His
why and wherefore. But He will give you all needed grace to enable you to "be still"
and know that He is God, and presently you shall prove "It shall be well with them that
fear God." Our Father is at the helm of all our affairs. He is guiding and controlling,
and bringing to pass His own will, and Io! it works out marvellously to our astonished view.

"Our yet unfinished story is tending all to this,
To God the greater glory, to us the greater bliss;
Our plans may be disjointed, but we can calmly rest,

What God hath once appointed is better than our best."
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He is "this same Jesus" to-day for all His saints, as He was when "'He Himself knew
what He would do" to surprise the hungry, weary multitude and His poor, ignorant
disciples, with food enough and to spare. He knows all that He will do for each of His
children to-day. He has known all along the ages. He has supplied every need, been
sufficient for every emergency, come into the place of every sorrow. He has given them
to prove He hath done all things well. All things-no exception. All ttre things that accompany
our salvation: the mysteries, the bitter trials, and the bereaving providences. Yes,you and
I, beloved reader, one day, "looking o'er life's finished story" in the cloudless glory
of Immanuel's Lord, shall see and know and be satisfied. There we shall never weary
of singing ofthe redeeming love which sought us, bought us, and provided for us every
step of our pilgrimage, and which gave us grace to say, "He hath done all things well. "

Shall we not even now seek that conforming and transforming grace, that faith which
credits her God with nothing but what is good, and that patience which shall have her
perfect work in the hand of Him Who gives it and claims it, so that we may say even
now: "It is well"; "I know that it shall be well with them that fear God," and "He hath
done all things well."

In a letter to the Rev. John Campbell, dated Oct. 7th, 1796, the Rev. John Newton
tells of a beloved curate whom he willingly yielded up when he felt the call to the foreign
mission-field was clear, although "he was to me as a right hand." He says: "I then engaged
J.B. to be my curate. He was my intimate friend. I had been chiefly instrumental in bringing
him forward. He was ordained about two years ago. He was able and ready as a preacher,
humble, spiritual, and devoted as a Christian, beyond the common standard of his years.
I was ready to call him Seth, and thought the l-ord had given him to me in the room of
B-n. But a few days before I left London, he was suddenly taken ill with a bleeding of
his lungs, which terminated his life below in about a fortnight. He was bereaved of an
excellent wife last surnmer; of four children, only one was left, a sweet little boy of four
years old. This child was taken ill with smallpox while his father was ill. He could not
see the child, but lived to hear of his death. He and I had promised ourselves much pleasure
in our connection, but we are short-sighted creatures. Thus all his earthly expectations
were crossed; but his last words were, 'He hath done all things well,' and from them
I preached his funeral sermon last Sunday."

A high attainment of faith this! May its sweet narration strengthen us, as the [.ord enables,
to say as did this deeply tried saint, "He hath done all things well."

"What cheering words are these!
Their sweetness, who can tell!

In time, and to eternal days,
'Tis with the righteous well."

I laid down the pen there, thinking I had finished this article; but a circumstance occurred
which induces me to take it up again. I had just left our beloved Editor with a heart warmed
by a conversation on the ways of the l,ord and His sustaining grace which gives His people
just cause to leave themselves and all their concerns in His hands. "Yes," had remarked
dear Mr. Ormiston, "He is so pitiful-very pitiful. 'He hateth putting away,'and 'Hitherto

hath the Lord helped us."' On the way home I unexpectedly met with one who valiantly
bears the brunt of the battle against the inroads of Romanism and Ritualism in our land.
He deplored the sinful apathy of Christians, and we spoke of his domestic sorrow. At
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parting I sald, "'Well, it is our mercy that we are in the hands of a faithful Covenant-
keeping God. Who is all mercy towards His people," and constraining grace enabled him
to say, "And 'He doeth all things well.'" My thoughts went to this article upon my desk,
and I felt, would that the children of God in all circumstances and whatever their trial,
sought to pass on some soul-cheering, God-honouring, and encouraging word such as this,
which tells "as for God His way is perfect." We little know when we seek to speak well
of Him we may comfort and strengthen the faith of another.

Brethren, you and I-
"Expect a bright to-morrow,

All will be well;
Faith can sing through days of sorrow,

' 'All, all is well." '

kt us pass on this blessed word of truth to one another and say, He is doing, He will
do, and He hath done, "all things well."

R.

ttfn Deaths Oft.tt
2 Corinthians 11:23 j

What did the Apostle mean by this expression but that from living in Christ he was
always on the look-out for dying in Christ, so that death could make no change of state
whatever change it made of worlds, for that, living or dying, he was still in Christ? Paul
seems to be speaking out his whole soul in the thought. It seems as if the conscious sense
of his union and interest with Jesus was as inwrought in his very nature that he was in
deaths oft hoping that this providence or that appointment would be found his messenger
to call him home to his Redeemer to be with Him for ever.

My soul! As every night the bed of sleep to thy wearied body becomes a representation
of the night of death and the chamber of the grave, sit down and look over the memorandums
of thine heart whether there are some of the same sweet testimonies, and arising out of
the same blessed source as the Apostle's; art thou in deaths oft and canst protest as he
did by the rejoicing which thou hast in Christ Jesus, that thou diest daily? If the Apostle's
state is thine, the habitual frame of thine heart, from a well-grounded interest in Jesus,
must be such as to leave a constant impression on thy mind, that the change of death,
come when it may, and coming, as it must, from thy Lord's own appointment, must be
to thy happy account. It is to die and be with Christ which is far better. Here we live
we walk, we enjoy Jesus but by faith; there we shall ever be with the Lord; we shall see
Him as he is; we shall be like Him. As here Jesus imparts all the grace the souls of His
redeemed need in life to carry them on and bring them home, so there He imparts glory;
as He shines in one glorious fulness as the sun, so they as the stars of heaven for multitude
and brightness. He that is the source and fountain of all grace in this life, is the source
also of glory and happiness in the world to come. If then, my soul, thou art in deaths
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oft, as one on the look out for the coming of thy Friend to call thee home to Himself,
is not the prospect delightful? Wouldst thou shrink if His chariot-wheels were now at the
door? Pause - Are you daily pleading His blood and righteousness with God? Are you
most firrnly and most satisfactorily convinced of His conquest over sin, death, hell and
the grave? Do you heartily, cordially, fully approve of cbd's rich covenant mercy in christ?
can you, do you, will you take God at His word and give Him the credit due to Him
in believing the record which He hath given of His dear Son? Are you living daily upon
these precious blessed things, and under His grace, determined to die in the faith of them?
What sayest thou to these solemn but precious soul-transactions? Can a throne of grace
witness for thee that thou art constantly pleading them there as the only means, the only
security thou art looking to for thy allegiance? If so, and should the messenger of Jesus
come and find you upon your knees, would you say, 'Not yet, Lord'? Would anything
make you linger here when Jesus stood above calling thee, "Come up hither?"

Oh! dearest Jesus, for more of that grace, for more of that faith to overcome all fears,
doubts and misgivings. Oh for some sweet increasing manifestations from Thyself day
by day that the nearer I am drawing to the period of my departure, the closer I may cling
to Thy embrace, and the more sensibly I may hang my soul upon Thee, that when death
comes Thou mayst impart such strength in my poor dying frame that like the patriarch
I may cry out, "Into Thine arms, Lord Jesus, do I commit my spirit; for Thou hast redeemed
me, O Lord, Thou God of truth."

Dr. Robert Hawler's
Daily Portions.

Zeal
J .  C .  Ry le  f i 814  -  1900 )

Zeal is a subject, like many others in religion, most sadly misunderstood. Many would
be ashamed to be thought "zealous" christians. Many are ready to say of zealous people
what Festus said of Paul: "They are beside themselves, - they are mad. " (cf. Acts 26:24)

What is zealtn religion? It is a burning desire to please God, to do His will, and to
advance His glory in the world in every possible way. zeal was pre-eminently the
characteristic of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ Himself. Of Him it was written hundreds
of years before He came upon earth, that He was "clad with zeal as with a cloke," and"the zeal of rhine house hath eaten Me up. " His own words were: "My meat is to do
the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work. " (cf. Isa. 59:17; ps. 69:9; Jn. 4:34)
Read all the history of what He was from the beginning of His ministry to the end. Surely
if there ever was one who was all zeal, it was our great Example - our Head - our
High Priest - the great Shepherd of our profession, the Lord Jesus Christ.

If zeal be true, it will be a zeal according to knowledge. It must not be a blind, ignorant
zeal. lt must be a calm, reasonable, intelligent principle, which can show the warrant of
scripture for every step it takes. The unconverted Jews had zeal. paul says, "I bear them
record that they have a zealof God, but not according to knowledge." (Rom. l0:2)
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Zealwill make a man hate all those practices which God hates. Ii not this what you
see in Phinehas, the son of Eleazar? (cf. Num. 25: 6-13) Zeal wlll make a man hate
unscriptural teaching, just as he hates sin. It will make him regard religious error as a
pestilence which must be checked, whatever may be the cost. It will make him scrupulously
careful about every jot and tittle of the counsel of God, lest by some omission the whole
Gospel should be spoiled. Is not this what you see in Paul at Antioch, when he withstood
Peter to the face, and said he was to be blamed? (cf. Gal. 2:11)

Seek after zeal. Encouragezeal. But see that your own zeal be true. See that your zeal
is ' 'according to knowledge ,' 

' a zeal from right motives , and. a zeal that can bring chapter
and verse out of the Bible for its foundation. Any zeal but this is false fire. It is not lighted
by the Holy Ghost. Heed not if you are sometimes called bigot, enthusiast, fanatic, madman,
and fool. There is but one question worth asking about our actions: "How will they look
in the Day of Judgment?"

Healing Power
"Great Muhiudes followed Him, and He healed them all." Matthew 12:15.

What a mass of hideous sickness must have thrust itself under the eye of Jesus! Yet
we read not that He was disgusted, but patently waited on every case. What a singular
variety of evils must have met at His feet! What sickening ulcers and purerying sores!
Yet He was ready for every new shape of the monster evil, and was victor over it in every
form. Let the arrow fly from what quarter it might, He quenched its fiery power. The
heat of fever, or the cold of leprosy; the lethargy of palsy, or the rage of madness; the
filth of leprosy, or the darkness of ophthalmia - all knew the power of His word, and
fled at His command. In every corner of the freld He was triumphant over evil, and received
the homage of delivered captives. He came, He saw, He conquered everywhere. It is even
so this morning. whatever my own case may be, the beloved Physician can heal me; and
whatever may be the state of others whom I may remember at this moment in prayer,
I may have hope in Jesus that He will be able to heal them of their sins. My child, my
friend, my dearest one, I can have hope in Jesus that He will be able to heal them of their
sins. My child, my friend, my dearest one, I can have hope for each, for all, when I
remember the healing power of my Lord; and on my own account, however severe my
struggle with sins and infirmities, I may yet be of good cheer. He who on earth walked
the hospitals, still dispenses His grace and works wonders among the sons of men; let
me go to Him at once in right earnest.

Let me praise Him this morning as I remember how He wrought His spiritual cures
which bring Him most renown. It was by taking upon Himself our sicknesses. "By His
stripes we are healed. " The church on earth is full of souls healed by our beloved Physician,
and the inhabitants of heaven itself confess that, "He healed them all." come then, my
soul, publish abroad the virtue of His grace, and let it be "to the Lord for a name, for
an everlasting sign which shall not be cut off. "

C. H. Spurgeon.
Daily Readings.
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Book Reviews
Booklets from the Gospel Standard Publications. 7 Brackendale Grove,
Harpenden. Herts. ALs 3EL. 1. A Series of Four Booklets on the Reformers, each
f1.75. by John Broome.
i. Wycliffe & Huss. Around these two Reformers, the early days of the Reformation in
England and Bohemia are described. The link was that Huss translated the works of Wycliffe
into Czech.
ii. Martin Luther. The story of Luther's spiritual awakening and the history of the
Reformation in Germany.
iii. Zwingli & Calvin. The lesser known life of Zwingli in Switzerland, followed by the
life of Calvin, a Frenchman who following his conversion made Geneva the centre of
Reformed teaching for Europe.
iv. John Knox. John Knox was the central figure in the growth of the reformed faith
in Scotland.

It is highly desirable that the young people of our times should be alerted to the origins
of the Protestant faith in the Reformation of the Churches of Europe. These booklets are
worthy of wide circulation.

2. Dr John Gitt. by John Broome. f,l.
The life and ministry of Dr John Gill, pastor of the Baptist church in Horsely Down,

which eventually became the Metropolitan Tabernacle. Its successive ministers were,
Keach, Stinton, Gill, Rippon, and Spurgeon. Gill's works are described - The Song of
Solomon, The Cause of God and Truth, The Commentary on the whole Bible, and The
Body of Divinity. These works are still all available from the Gospel Standard Trust.

3. The Puritan Samson. by B.A. Ramsbottom. f,l.
This is the life of David Crosley (1669 - 1144)born in Heptonstall near Todmorden.

Brought up by a godly Aunt, he came early to faith and started preaching at the age of
18, with his older cousin William Mitchel. They preached widely in Lancaster and London,
and planted many baptist churches in the Rossendale valley. In Spitalfields he preached
on Samuel from Jud. 13.25. "And the Spirit of God began to move him". His spiritual
experience was so akin to that of Samson that he became known as 'the puritan Samson'.
Here is a powerful message on fall and restoration in the christian life.

w.J.P.

Reasonable Christianity. J Rendle-Short. Evangelical Press pp tffi. U.95
Everyone who knew Prof. A. Rendle-Short of Bristol will welcome this book by a

younger member of the family, who is a Professor in the University of Queensland,
Australia.

This book is a first class volume of Christian Evidences. The author starts where most
people are, conditioned by our unbelieving self-satisf,red generation, albeit with a universal
sense of guilt.

Beliefin a supernatural is necessary because an intelligence is necessary for the scientist
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andlhe philosopher to explain our origins. The christian answer is God. The writer explains
the Trinity, and goes on to meet the problems of good and evil, and of the Law, una tn"
fall of Adam. The 'dilemma' of God was how to create a good morally responsible people.
The message of the Gospel of Christ is His answer. It coveis the fall, tli" "uri", the prophetic
teaching of the O.T. through to the atonement of Christ, His resurrection, and thobirth
of the church. This is a plan, pre-designed and perfect, based on the grace and love of
9d,. *9 culminating in christian understanding and assurance, continuing till Christ returns
for the judgment day.

Proverbs 4:5, says'get wisdom, get understanding.'Here is an ideal book to enable
students and thoughtful adults to get the understanding of Coa that leads to faith. It deserves
a wide circulation.

The Life and work ?f^9.H. Spurgeon: G. Holden pike. 2 yotume set, ctothbound,
608pp per volume f29.95 the set. The Banner of Truth Trust.

The publishers have done a splendid service in reissuing these volumes to mark the
centenary of the death of Spurgeon. They were first publiihed in 1894 and written by
one who for some 30 years knew him intimately.

These books are most attractively produced, well documented, in good clear print and
with 15 full plates. They contain a mine of information relating to thJ great preacher and
other personalities and events with whom he came into contact.-Here thln is an interesting
way of reading history!

Those who have read Arnold Dallimore's new biography of spurgeon may like to read
this older (and fuller) presentation. They complement each other.-

we warmly welcome Mr. Holden pike's two volumes on the life of Spurgeon.

w.J.P.

M.H.

Unity in Truth. D.M. Lloyd Jones. Evangetical press pp 20g. f6.95
This book consists of ten addresses by the Doctor on the various aspects of the ecumenical

movement, at meetings of the British Evangelical Council between 1967 & 79 . He criticised
those Anglicans (and others) who remained in the Council of Churches, (now 'Churches
Together'), claiming they were compromising their witness. Similar tensions have been
in the churches since the days of the Apostles, and will be to the end. They are useful
(pace B.E.C.) in keeping the faithful alert to the dangers of error, and aware of the need
for every christian to be a Bible student, knowledgeable in the faith once delivered to the
saints. (Jude 3).

w.j.i:


