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(i. Editorial
Have you noticed how often letters are mentioned in the Bible? Jezebel sought the

extermination of Naboth and resorted to forgery. She "Wrote letters in Ahab's name and
sealed them with his seal and sent theletters unto the elders and nobles" and thus the foul
deed was perpetrated.

In the New Testament we have not a few letters preserved for us - those of Paul, Peter
and John amongst others. Paul's letters are referred to as being "weighty and strong",
and indeed they are. In the Revelation the message of the ascended Christ takes the form
of the letters to the seven churches. Who can estimate what we owe to these New Testament
epistles! They have fed the hearts of believers throughout the centuries.

It was fashionable years ago to publish books of letters eminating from notable people.
Most of these volumes have been consigned to the flames but some few remain and are
as meaningful as ever. Recently the Letters of Samuel Rutherford have been republished
yet again - a volume of some seven hundred pages and first published in 1664.

'' 
We all appreciate the letters our friends write to us but letter writing today is somewhat

of a dying art - it is so much easier to lift the telephone! Think however, of the possibilities
of Christian letter writing. It is a ministry within the reach of all. Our letters need not
be literary masterpieces but homely letters may accomplish heavenly ends. You may be
very retiring and shy perhaps but your pen can be used to bring enrichment to others.
l.etters may be greatly used of God for the building up and encouragement of our fellow
Christians

"; Let us use this means of service and may God give us the pen of a ready writer
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Christ the Key to the Scriptures
A Sermon by the Editor

"And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Under-
standest thou what thou readest? And he said, How can I, except some nutn should guide
me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him." Acts 8: 30/31.

Now that is a very sensible question that Philip asked of the Ethiopian officer whom
he encountered in the desert. There you remember the man was poring over the pages
of the Bible. "Do you understand what you are reading?" was Philip's question. What
is the use of reading the Bible if we do not make an effort to understand it? It was also
a sensible question that the Ethiopian put in reply to Philip, "How can I understand unless
some one gives me the clue?" You see, he obviously felt there was a clue to the Divine
oracles. There was a key that would unlock its meaning and make it intelligible to the
ordinary reader. "Understandest thou what thou readest?" "How can I unless someone
gives me the clue?" And how right was the Ethiopian officer. There is such a clue to
the Bible. What is it?

We hnd the clue in the story before us here. Philip the Evangelist had encountered the
Ethiopian in the desert. This man was returning from a pilgrimage to Jerusalem and now
on his homeward journey he was sitting in his chariot reading part of the prophecy of
Isaiah when Philip joined him, and, after the custom of those days, the man was reading
aloud and the passage that he was reading and puzzling over was about the Saviour in
Isaiah 53. The place of the Scripture which he read was this, "He was led as a sheep
to the slaughter and like a lamb dumb before his shearer so He opened not His mouth.
In his humiliation His judgment was taken away, and who shall declare His generation,
for His life was taken from the earth." That was the passage that this man was trying
to fathom and to understand. He found it very mystifying. "Who is it" he says, "that

the prophet is speaking about - Himself or of some other person?" And Philip was able
to supply the answer. Look at verse 35 to the end of the chapter. He "preached unto him
Jesus. " Starting from that passage he told him the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
and we can easily picture Philip telling the Ethiopian something of the life and death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, telling him that our L,ord Jesus Christ was a Man
of Sorrows and acquainted with grief, that He was the Bearer of iniquity, that He was
the Conqueror over death, and how able Philip was with the Scriptures. He was able to
handle them to great profit, and he made much of Christ. If you look back in the chapter
when Philip was ministering in Samaria we read he went down to that city and preached
Christ unto them. This was the burden of Philip's ministry, and now when he is ministering
to one individual in the desert he began at that same Scripture and preached unto him
Jesus. His message was the same, whether addressed to the niultitude or to the individual.
It was a Christ-centred ministry, and it tells us that Christ is the clue to the whole of the
Bible, and it is impossible to have a right understanding of the Bible apart from our Lord
Jesus Christ, just as it is impossible to have a right understanding of Christ apart from
the Bible. The two go together, the Bible, the written Word bearing witness to Christ
the Incarnate Word, and the two go together - never to be separated. Christ, then, is
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the theme of the Bible, and that is the theme of my message to you now, and, to try and
illustrate this and to show you that Christ is the clue to the Bible in both Old and New
Testaments. Perhaps you remember that reading from the Epistle to the Hebrews, how
the writer quotes from Psalm 40 where it says, "In the volume of the Book it is written
of Me, I delight to do Thy will, O my God: yea, Thy law is within my heart," etc. And
Martin Luther enquired, "What Book is it, and what is the Person?" and he answered,
"There is only one Book, the Bible, and there is only one Person, Jesus Christ." "In

the volume of the Book it is written of Me" and the Bible everywhere portrays our Lord
Jesus Christ. That is obvious, of course, as regards the New Testament, for as soon as
we open the Volume we are confronted with a four-fbld portrait of Christ, the recorrl of
His life and ministry in the Gospels, and the story continues in the Acts of the Apostles
where Christ is at work in the world through His Church and in the Apostolic Letters,
the Epistles of the New Testament, we can read more of His Person and work and discover
what He means to us individually, and when we get to the last Book of all, there we see
Christ finally triumphing and reigning in power and glory as King of kings and Lord of
lords. Christ, undoubtedly, is the theme of the New Testament. So much for the New
Testament.

But we need to ask what about the Old Testament? Does that also testify to Christ? Can
we expect to find Him there? And my answer is emphatically "Yes". But I have a higher
authority. Let Christ Himself supply the answer as to the theme of the Old Testament.
You remember to the Jews of His own day our Lord said in John 5:39, "Search the
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify of
Me." Or to put it another way, "You study the Scriptures diligently supposing that in
them you have eternal life. Yet, although their testimony points to Me, you refuse to come
to Me for that life." And by the Scriptures our Lord plainly meant the Old Testament
and the testimony of those Scriptures He declares pointed to Himself. And He was reiterating
this claim over and over again during the course of His earthly life and ministry. You
remember we read at the end of the Gospels "Heaven and earth shall pass away but My
Word shall not pass away. ' ' And just immediately before the Cross and Passion our Lord
sa id ,  "TheSono f  Mangoe thas i t i sw r i t t eno f  H im" .  And th i ssumsupH iscons i s ten t
approach to His earthly life and mission; the path that He was treading had already been
mapped out for Him in the pages of Holy Writ. But by way of illustration let me take
two illustrations from Luke's Gospel, one at the beginning of our Lord's ministry and
one at the end. The one at the beginning is to be found in Luke chapter 4 when our Lord
paid a visit to Nazareth His home town. But prior to that something very significant had
happened, because our l-ord had been baptized, you remember,'the heaven was opened
and the Spirit descended in bodily form upon Him, and a voice from heaven was heard
to say "This is My Beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased." And then immediately
in the power of the Spirit He returned to Galilee and thus came to Nazareth and on the
Sabbath day He went into the Synagogue and stood up to read the lesson and the passage
He read was this from Isaiah 6l . "The Spirit of the l-ord is upon Me for He hath anointed
Me to preach the Gospel to the poor" etc. and when He had finished reading He sat down,
gave the Book again to the minister and astonished the people by saying, "This day is
this Scripture fulfilled in your ears." "Today in your very hearing thit Scripture finds
its fulfilment." Think of it, the words written by the Flebrew prophet hundreds of years
before were that very day being fulfilled, and they were fulfilled in the Person of our
Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, He was the promised Messiah, the Lord's Anointed.
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The Prophet had foretold His coming, the Jewish people had been waiting and looldng
for that coming and "Now" said Jesus, "God has fulfilled His Word, the Messiah has
appeared and I am He." "This day this Scripture is fulfilled in your ears. That was at
the outset of His ministry.

Come with me to the end of Luke's Gospel where the risen Christ endorses His claim
to be the very Centre of Holy Writ. You remember that most beautiful and attractive story
of the walk to Emmaus on that first Easter Day, how the risen Christ, unrecognized, joined

the two disciples who were trudging the weary miles from Jerusalem to Emmaus, and
those two disciples were sad and disillusioned, the bottom had dropped out of their world.
Oh they had believed Jesus to have been the long-expected Messiah, but, alas, contrary
to all their hopes and expectations, He had been crucified, dead and buried, and that to
them seemed all wrong. A suffering Messiah just did not fit in to their thinking. "Jesus

drew near and went with them," and He spoke to them and He showed them their mistake,
and their mistake was this, that they had misunderstood the Scriptures and so He said
to them, "How slow you are to believe all that the prophets have said. Was not the Messiah
bound to suffer thus and to enter upon His glory?" And notice, "And beginning at Moses
and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
Himself." In otler words He was the Interpreter of the passages that refer to Himself
in every part of the Scriptures. And what a Bible reading that must have been! And no
doubt when our Lord was dealing with the prophetic Scriptures He would refer to Isaiah
chapter 53, that passage which the Ethiopian Officer was reading in the desert when Philip
met him and from which same passage Philip expounded the good news of Jesus
Christ.

So we come back to where we began. I believe that Christ is the Key. He is the Clue
to the Scriptures. And the Bible as a whole speaks of Him, in the Old Testament in terms
of promise - in the New Testament in terms of fulfilment, or as Augustine, one of the
early Fathers said, "The New is in the Old concealed, And the Old is by the New revealed."
or we could put it another way, the Old Testament would not have been written if Christ
had not been coming, and the New Testament would not have been written if Christ had
not come. And Advent reminds us of the One Who came in the fulness of time, and came
in great humility. Christ, then, is the Clue to the Bible, and unless we see Him in the
Old Testament, we read to little purpose.

But I go on to say that Christ is not only the Clue to the Bible but He is the Clue to
life itself, and He is the answer to our deepest need, and as Christ is the Centre of the
Bible, of Holy Writ, He should be at the very centre of our life 4nd our being. Do you
remember how Paul puts it in the ktter to the Colossians, "That in all.things Christ might
have the pre-eminence. " He is pre-eminent in the Bible. Is He pre-eminent in our lives?
"Understandest thou what thou readest?" And how important it is that when we read the
Bible we make an effort to understand it, for it is not sufficient to read it. We need to
understand it. The Book was written not to mysdry us but to make things clear. It was
written to be understood, and it only benefits us in propo_rtion as we get down to the
meaning. And so the mere words of Scripture passing over our ears or before our eyes
can do us little good. It is a mine; we must dig down and get its precious truths. It is
an ocean and we must drive to get its choicest pearls. "Understandest thou what thou
readest?" And, said the Ethiopian, "How can I except someone give me the key?" The
Key is none other than Christ Himself.

Let our Bible reading be increasingly precious to us, and may we see more clearly as

*
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nevor before the wonder and the beauty of our Lord Jesus Christ in the perfection of His
Being and in the perfection of His work, and remember that He ever lives and He will
company with those who seek Him and they will find Him and He will be to them as
He is in the Scripture the very Centre of life and give life purpose and meaning. So, may
God bless His Word for Christ's sake, Amen. 

M.H.

Growth
KENNETH ASHWORTH

When the Apostle Peter humbly and sincerly confessed his love for the Risen [,ord,
the Lord gave him a twofold command: "Feed my lambs, My sheep, My dear sheep";
and " Follow Me" (John 2 l : 15 -22). We have seen something of what the life of discipleship
meant to Peter.

Let us see how he fulfilled the Lord's command to "Feed His flock". Food, of course,
is essential to growth. Where there is life there must be growth, and all who have been
"begotten unto a lively hope" by God, all who have been "born again of incorruptible
seed" must experience spiritual growth, a growth which is clearly manifest (l Peter l:3,23).
Now God who gives to us eternal life in His Son Jesus Christ (1 John 5:ll), provides
the necessary sustenance for growth, "Man doth not live by bread alone but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Deut. 8:3). Just as He bountifully provided
manna for the children of Israel in the wilderness, so He provides the food whereby His
children will grow in knowledge, holiness, love, power, and grace (John 6:32-33,35;2
Peter 3:18).

As we read Peter's "Sermons" in the Acts we see that he did feed the people of God
by preaching the Word, which pointed men to the Living Word, the Lord Jesus. Likewise
he exhorted his readers "as newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that
ye may grow thereby". It is a strange phrase, "the sincere milk of the Word", but the
meaning is clear. Peter is referring again to "the Word of God which liveth and abideth
for ever". This is the pure, unadulterated, incorruptible Word by which we can "taste

that the Lord is gracious"; by which we can come to Him the "livlng stone" and be made
"living stones" of His Spiritual house" (1 Peter 2:3-5).

O that we might say with the Fsalmist: "O how I love Thy Law . . . it is my
meditation all the day . . . I will never forget Thy statutes . . . how sweet are thy
words unto my mouth . . . Thy Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path . . .
Thy law is my delight" (Psalm 119. See also Job 23:12; Jer. 15:16; I Cor. 3:2;
Rev. 2:7, l7).

Yet we must carefully note the Apostle's words: "Desire the sincere milk of the Word
that ye nuty grow" . We desire the Word not only for pleasure and delight, though such
it is; not only for increase of knowledge, though such is necessary. Our object in desiring
the Word, in studying daily with intense interest the Truth revealed therein is that we may
grow thereby, that we may, as men of God, "be thoroughly furnished for every good
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work" (2 Tim. 3:17), "until we come . . . unto a perfect man, unto the meamre of fro
fulness of Christ" (Ephes. 4:13).

In order that the Word may enable us to grow, it demands from us implicit obedience
(Ps. 119:9; I John 2:14). How well would Peter remember the words of his Lord:
"whosoever heareth these sayings of mine and doeth them . . . his house . . was founded
upon a rock" (Matthew 7:24-27), and in his Epistle he particularly stresses three essential
elements in spiritual growth which the Lord Jesus had emphasised so often to His disciples:
humility, faith and watchfulness.

Humility is perhaps the hardest lesson of all for the Christian to learn from his Lord.
Certainly Peter and the other disciples had found it so, yet without it there can be no growth
in grace. "Be ye clothed with humility" urged the Apostle (1 Peter 5:5). How often the
disciples had quarrelled as to who was the greatest amongst them and Jesus had lovingly
taught them that they must all become as little children, that true greatness lay in service,
and the humble would be exalted by God (e.g. Mark 10:35-45; 1 Peter 5:5). Peter himself
had been so proud and self-sufficient - "though all forsake Thee yet will not I", and
it was only as he gradually, under the Lord's influence, realised his owntrnworthiness,
sinfulness and frailty that he became the humble Peter whom the Lord could send forth
and use so mightily. We too must become more humble that we may grow in holiness
and service and it is by constantly feeding upon the Word, and looking unto the t ord,
that we shall do so.

Likewise there can be no growth without faith, and "faith" cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God" (Romans 10:17). The Apostle Peter pleads with his people
to trust their Lord - "Casting all your care upon Him for He careth for you" and He
is mighty (5:6-7\.If only we would heed the words of Jesus - "don't worry, don't fret,
just trust the Heavenly Father Who knows and will supply your needs. Seek His Kingdom
first" (Matthew 6:19-end). "When you pray, believe and you shall obtain" (e.g. Mark
ll:22-24). Daily Bible Reading will enable us to keep our eyes on Jesus and hear His
voice amidst the storms, trials and setbacks of life. To believe on Him is to grow more
like Him and realise His almighty Presence (see Matthew 14:23-33).

In a final brief word, how essential it is that we should ever be watchful. ever on the
alert (l Peter 5:8-10). The Devil is like a roaring lion ever ready to pounce, or crafty
as a serpent using every subtlety to poison the mind and divert from the way of holiness
and love. Peter could never forget now the Lord's words in the Garden of Gethsemane:
"Watch and pray". He had not heeded then and failed so tragically. Alas so often
we fail for the same reason. The daily time with the Inrd in prayer and Bible reading
must never be neglected. For only so can we be continually watchful - only so can
we grow.

My closing appeal is in the words of the Apostle: "Desire the sincere milk of the Word
that ye may grow . . . in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
To Him be glory both now and for ever. Amen".

Good works are the effect, not the cause of God's love. William Romaine.
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"f The Cry of the Childrdrf'-*"
ISA  A .  BUCKLEY

wy do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth
set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the L)RD, and against His
anointed, saying: Izt us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.
Psalm 2:I-3

These words from Psalm 2 are being fulfilled before our eyes in all the nations of the
world, including our own. Princes, rulers, priests and people rage against God's Law,
God's Word and God's Son.

As a result the most evil, wicked and dreadful things are daily happenings, and untold
misery and suffering are the result.

Surely one of the most heart-breaking of all these evils is the plight and suffering of
children throughout the world.

The victims of famine.
': ' 

The refugees from war.
The little carpet-making slaves in India. :

The street urchins of South American and other cities.
The little girl prostitutes in many lands.
The tragic child victims of many other evils. ,ri

inrn.
They cry out to us, and their cry reaches up to Heaven. God is just.

But what of this land of Gospel light and liberty? What of our children? In many cases
they suffer neglect and abuse from their earliest days, and that at the hands of those who
should be their kind and loving protectors.

To some parents their children are pests, hindering their careers and pleasures. To others
they are pawns in the struggle between their parents. Other adults regard them as object
to be perverted by, filthy practices, sexual deviance, drugs, drink, and mind-blowing,
soul-destroying rave and pop-concerts. The children are being moulded by the media, the
violence and the immoral talk and behaviour of soap operas.

Schools and churches seem scared to teach clear moral standards based on the Bible.
We are assured that teaching Scripture is out-of-date, we must entertain and amuse, only
the newest methods will do. Of course we must use every right and proper means to reach
the children, but if this does not work, and leaves them ignorant of the Bible and the Gospel,
then we have failed.

But what of our Christian homes and evangelical churches? What of Family Worship?
What of training in obedience and reverence as Scripture demands? Many feel that there
is a resistance to the preaching of the word in public worghip, and it seems to me that
there is resistance too to teaching the word to children and young people. Have we
forgotten:- j

2 Timothy 3:14-15 j1*"But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of,
knowing of whom thou hast learned them; (see 2 Timothy l:5&13.) AND THAT

l l 5
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FROM A CHILD THOU HAST KNOWN THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, WHICH
ARE ABLE TO MAKE THEE WISE UNTO SALVATION THROUGH FAITH
WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS.' '

We insult the children and their God-given understanding by thinking they must always
be amused. In many churches even the older children go out before the sermon. How
very sad!

As I grow older the memories of childhood attendance at services and meetings, listening
to the godly conversation of older friends in the home, and above all watching from the
church gallery on Communion Sundays, these memories make fragrant leaves in life's
book. What will the children of today remember?

I have asked many questions, and although I have no children it is right and fitting that
I ask myself some questions. What of my example to the lambs of the flock and children
outside the church? Do I make it my business by prayer, precept and example to commend
the Saviour and His precious Word? Am I as concerned for them as I should be? Are you?

Children have many needs, needs in-built by a wise and loving Creator. The need to

be loved, and to learn to love, the need to feel safe and secure, the need to be recognized
as an individual, a person of value and dignity. The need of food, clothing and shelter
for the body, and food too for mind and heart.

Scripture makes it plain that these needs be met first of all by BOTH parents, and then
by the people of God.

But deeper far are the spiritual needs of the children, to be met only by the gracious
work of the Holy Spirit in heart and life, by the Word of God, and in coming to know
the t ord Jesus Christ, the Saviour and Friend of the children.

Why have we as a nation so neglected out children? Why so careless of their spiritual
and moral good? We are like the Old Testament peoples who passed their children through
the fire to Moloch.

There is continual pressure from many sources to clean up the environment, and rightly
so. But what of the streams of filth that flow into many homes from Television, Radio,
Newspapers and Magazines? Think of the pop-songs with their foul words and gestures.
The books for children and young people on library and book shop shelves. Yes, and some
of what passes for literature and poetry in our schools.

Do you remember the little poem by Walter de la Mere which begins:-

"It's a very odd thing -

As odd as can be -

That whatever Miss T eats
Turns into Miss T."

How very true, and because it is true how careful we are of what we and our children
eat and drink. But it is even more true of what they and we look at, read, listen to and
think about.

It is almost as if there is a conspiracy to degrade and poltute the rising generation. We
should be deeply concerned.

The Scriptures set a very different standard as to the value of the children in God's
sight, and He has given His instructions for their upbringing. Not only so, he makes clear
the duties of parents and teachers, and graciously gives precious promises to both them

and the children.

' H

s
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Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is His reward.
Deuteronomy 6:G7.
And these words which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up.

' Proverbs 2226
Train up a child in the way he should go: (the way for which he is fitted) and when
he is old, he will not depart from it.
Proverbs 29:15.
The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother
to shame.
Mark 10: 13-16.
And they brought young children to Him, that He should touch them: and His disciples
rebuked those that brought them.
But when Jesus saw it, He was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the
little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom
of God.
Verily I say unto you, whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little

o:. child, he shall not enter therein.
And He took them up in His arms, put His hands upon them, and blessed them.
Matthew 18:1-4. Please read the whole passage.

Both Old and New Testaments show God's estimate of the children, and the tender loving
welcome given to them by the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us pay heed to His Words. "Forbid

them not," "offend them not," "despise them not." One further verse, describing the
boy Jesus, is surely a picture ofhow He would desire every child to grow and develop.

Luke 2:52.
And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature.

Let us look now at some sayings of Christian leaders, many of them also parents, of
earlier days. There is a great wealth of instruction in their writings for the Church and
for parents and teachers.

John Calvin (from The Institutes.)
God pronounces that He adopts our infants as His childretr,'before they are born,
when He promises that He will be a God to us, and to our seed after us. This promise
includes their salvation.
Thomas Manton (the epistle to the reader The Westminster Conf.)
Wherever thou goest, thou wilt hear men crying out of bad children and bad servants;
whereas indeed the source of the mischief must be sousht a little hieher: it is bad

.ii: parents and bad masters that make bad children anO bia servants; inO *" cannot
blame so much their untowardness, as our negligence in their education.
Samuel Rutherford. (Letters to various friends.)
I trust you will aquaint her (a daughter) with good company, and be diligent to know
with whom she loveth to haunt.
It was not for nothing that our Brother Jesus was an infant. !

tt7

' I

and in favour with God and man.
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It was that He rnight pity the infants of believers, who were to come out of the womb
.N.: into the world.

Your daughter desires a Bible and a gown. I hope she will use the Bible well, which
' if she do, the gown is the better bestowed.

Christ is an unknown Christ to the young ones, and therefore they seek Him not
because they know Him not.
Ihomas Traherne. (Centuries of Meditation.)
By this let nurses and those parents that desire holy children, learn to make them
possessors of Heaven and earth betimes, to remove silly objects from before them,
to magniff nothing but what is great indeed, and to talk of God to them and of His
works and ways before they can either speak or go.

John Brown of Haddington. (His Life by Mackenzie.)
Why do we complain of the ignorance, folly, pride, prodigality, and profaneness
ofthe rising generation, ifour neglect oftheir souls, or our encouragement ofthem
in fashionable conformity to the world, be the cause? If any of them be a burden
or a reproach to us, doth not our own wickedness correct us, and our backslidings
reprove us.?
John Elias. (His Letters.)
Let the churches be very careful as to their young ones. Let them feed the kids near
the Shepherd's tents. Take care of the lambs that belong to Christ's fold. The good
Shepherd bears them in His bosom. And the church officers who love Christ are
commanded to feed them. One of the signs of the foolish and false shepherds is this,
"Neither shall seek the young one." Zech. 1l:16. O brethren! care for the young,
for out of them God will raise up for you priests and Levites.
Bishop J. C. Ryle. His wonderful paper "The duties of Parents", is too long to
quote from, but is of the greatest value to all who love the children. It is contained
in the book "The Upper Room", published by The Banner of Truth Trust.

:t! Charles Wesley. (From an old book "Wesley's Hymns.")

i:'1ffit""*"3'-:fTffiiJi'*,,,' ::
Who hast entrusted to our care
A CANDIDATE FOR GLORIOUS BLISS.
Him let us tend, severly kind,
As guardians of his giddy youth;
As set to form his tender mind,

:r.'1 By principles of virtuous truth; 
')

To ht hiJsoul for heavenly grace,

?iT*:T ;?; :fi';ili3it "*i",'lih",
And Jesus rises in his heart.

Perhaps the words ring quaintly in modern ears, but wliat a description of the child,
..A CANDIDATE FOR GLORIOUS BLISS."

Every religion makes a point of instructing and influencing the children. With to-days
inter-faith services and instruction in schools our children are being confused and denied
the Truth. In some areas Holiday Clubs are run by youth organizations in conjunction
with the Roman Catholic Church, and one wonders which Gospel is being taught to the

J:;g
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children. True believers hrust be concerned for the rising geileration, jfist as txr faithful
forefathers have been down the ages.

Jeremiah watched, with a breaking heart, the suffering and hunger of the children of
Jerusalem.

Lamentations 4:4.
The tongue of the sucking child cleaveth to the roof of his mouth for thirst: THE
YOUNG CHILDREN ASK BREAD. AND NO MAN BREAKETH IT UNTO
THEM.

This is surely a picture of the spiritual and moral hunger of our children today, although,
sadly, they may not know it. All of us, parents, teachers, relatives, friends, ministers and
elders, all of us, must take this situation upon our hearts, praying for Christian homes
and parents and teachers in this evil day, that they will stand true to God's Word and
God's way.

Lamentations 2:19.
Arise, cry out in the night: in the beginning of the watches pour out thine heart like
water before the face of the Lord: LIFT UP THY HANDS TOWARDS HIM FOR
THE LIFE OF THY YOUNG CHILDREN. THAT FAINT FOR HUNGER IN THE
TOP OF EVERY STREET.

Conviction of sin, conversion, the new birth, are all the work of God's gracious Spirit.
We are called to pray, to preach and teach, to feed and nourish the lambs, to seek out
those who are lost.

The children need to learn, as we have done, that the Bible, the Word of God, is a
hammer to break hard hearts, a mirror to show our sin, and the beauty of the Lord Jesus
Christ, milk and honey to feed hungry souls, a light leading to the Saviour and on down
the years of life into His Heaven.

Father. hear us, we are praying,
Hear the words our hearts are saying,

.r,r [ff1i3#'rilh1"*i"'Ji#oii";,',
-,ri; il:il:ffi ffi,',.,|":'iiffii:r,l suck rhem,

From the treacherous quicksand, pluck them.
From the worlding's hollow gladness,
From the stine of faithless sadness.
Holv Father. iun. oul. children.
Through life's troubled waters steer them,
Through life's bitter battle cheer them,
Father. Father. be Thou near them.
Read the language of our longing, .

.j_. 
Read the.wordless pleadings thronging,
Holy Father, for our children. .t

i: ,irriij And wherever they may bide'
Lead them Home at eventide.

Amy Carmichael.
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A Meditation on the Holy Trinity
W. J .  PARKER (Co lwyn  Bay )

"He that loveth not, knoweth not God, for God is love. God is love, qnd he that dwelleth
in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. We love him because he first loved us."
I John 4:8, 1619.

Here is apuzzlingquestion. Before God created anything, whom did He love? The answer
is in the Trinity. He loved His only begotten Son. Ask a Jehovah's Witness, ask a Unitarian,
ask a Moslem, and others outside a Church, and they will say that JESUS was adopted
as God's son after his crucifixion, or that he was a prophet, taken to heaven for his good
life. But if you ask the Apostles they tell you that Jesus was the only eternally begotten
Son, who came into this world through the miracle of the incarnation, to reveal God to
us in love, and to redeem us to God.

The mystery of the Trinity - the unity of the three persons, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, the one divine Godhead, is the revelation of eternal love. God is self-sufficient.
He is also almighty, and all-knowing, and He works all things after the counsel of His
own will. Paul describes the purpose of the Gospel, "that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of Glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation, in the knowledge
of him."

The purpose of God in creation is an extension of love to created beings. Jesus, the
incarnate Son, manifested his love to the uttermost on Calvary, by his redeeming sacrifice
of himself, and was raised again, as a pattern of the love that would inspire the new Creation.

One great lesson we learn from the Trinity is that love leads to co-operation. The Holy
Three work in perfect harmony with one another. What one does they all do, according
to their appropriate place in their divine eternal plan. We see this in many ways in the
scripture revelation, of which I mention seven.

i. We see it in the creation of the world.
In Genesis I vs I & 2 we read "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth,
. . . God said, Let there be light, and there was light . . . The Spirit moved upon the

face of the waters." Then in Heb. 1.1. we read "His Son, by whom also he made the
world. "

ii. We see it in the work of Redemption - the Covenant of Grace. This was agreed
by the three Persons of the Godhead in eternity past. The Father planned and elected;
the Son was to be the Saviour, Mediator, and Advocate; the Holy Spirit was to work the
renewal in the hearts of the elect, and to seal them with all the spiritual blessings of the
Covenant. (Eph. 1.3-6.)

iii. We see the co-operation again in the birth of Jesus.
In Luke 1.35, Mary, the virgin, said, How shall these things be? The angel answered
her, "The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee. Therefore that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. "

iv. We see it again in the baptism of Christ.
In Luke 3.21-22, John was baptising, and Jesus came, and was baptised, to identiry himself

with the penitent (according to the Covenant, in which He was made their surety, to bear

the punishment of their sins.) Luke records, "The Holy Ghost descended in bodily shape



rike a dove, upon Jesus, *,^^",r"::::::{J*ii,'*"3-my beroved r""," *;ti
I am well pleased."

v. We see it in the resurrection of Christ.
Jesus said in Jn. 2.19 to the Jews, "Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise
it up." He spoke of the resurrection of his body. In Acts 2.32,Peter, speaking for the
Apostles said, "This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses." Paul in
Rom. 6:4 wrote "Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father." Yet in
Rom. 8.11 he says, "If the Spirit of him that raised Jesus from the dead dwell in you;
he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit
that dwells in you."

vi. We see the Trinity in the Sancrification of believers.
John 14.16-26. Jesus said, "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send to you in my name . . . He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to
your remembrance whatsoever I have said to you."

vii. Finally the Apostolic Benediction reminds us daily of the Trinity.
"The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the Communion of the
Holy Ghost, be with you all." (2Cor. 13.14.) With this compare Eph. 1.3. "Blessed

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. " Spiritual blessings are the blessings which
the Spirit brings us from the whole Trinity

Conclusion
We have seen from Scripture that the work of God is effective in co-operation between

the three persons of the Godhead. We see also that the words used to describe this work
are Grace, Love, Communion, Fellowship, and co-operation.

I-et us therefore live our christian lives inspired by the emotive power of these words
and attributes, Grace, Love, Communion, Fellowship, co-operation.

"Blessed and glorious King!
To thee our praise we bring,
Thou God of peace and love,
Thou Christ enthroned above,
Spirit whose fruit is love,
Display in us Thy Power."

"We should be more anxious that our afflictions should benefit us than that they should
be speedily removed from us." Robert Hall.

J

In prayer rwo things are necessary:- faith and humility. By faith we rise up to Gd and
by humility we lie prostrate on the ground. John Calvin.
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Cloudy Fears

t;isl '
D .  A .  D O U D N E Y  ( 1 8 1 1 - 1 8 9 3 )  ,

"And they feared as they entered into the cloud." Luke 9:34.

Oh, how many, since the apostles, have "feared as they entered into the cloud." Yea,
where is the child of God who has not been, or is not, on some ground or other, the subject
of fear? Fear, indeed, is an element of which the Lord is pleased to make a very special
use in the carrying out His great and gracious designs in regard to His dear people. It
is their fears which render the Lord's many 'fear nots' so timely and so precious. Beloved,
there are some facts connected with our text that are well worthy of our consideration.

First, observe the emphasis with which the Lord says in the 23rd verse, "If any man
will come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily, and follow Me."
Hence, we see that the following of Jesus is a creature-denying work, and there is to be
no exception to the rule. "If any man," be he who he may or whence he may. He is
to "deny himself," that is, what the flesh covets or craves is to be refused. Faith is to
give a flat denial to the flesh. The new man is to oppose the old man. There is to be no
parleying nor compromise, but a most dogged antagonism; and all this involves "taking

up a cross", not merely refusing, or objecting, or declining, to have aught to do with,
but imposing a penalty on the flesh, subjecting it to a restraint, and laying upon it a
burden, and this not simply occasionally, or for once, but continually, uninterruptedly,
perseveringly. It is to be a "taking up the cross daily." And you, beloved, who know
your own hearts in their treachery and deceitfulness, as well as the numberless ensnarements
and intrigues of Satan, sin and the world, know the need absolutely of this. You know
there can be no meeting the flesh half-way; you know it must be a point-blank refusal
- a positive denial - of all the projects or proposals of the flesh; if so be you would
walk in peace, and close and endearing fellowship with your Lord. But, observe what
stands in sweet and blessed connexion with this flesh-and-blood-denying - this creature-
crucifying - work; it is the "Follow Me. " Then Jesus is in advance; Jesus hath preceded;
Jesus has left plainly and visibly His footsteps behind Him; yea, He hath not only appointed
but anointed the way: and, as we listen, we by faith hear His footsteps in advance of us,
and His cheering words, "This is the way, walk ye in it." Then the "following Him,"
as a matter of course, carries the mind, will and affections onward ahd homeward to where
He is, and what He is. Cheered and animated by His own blessed assurance, faith takes
fresh courage, as she listens to His fear-assuaging voice, "As I have overcome and have
sat down with my Father upon His throne, so shall ye also overcome, and sit down with
Me upon My throne;" and "Because I live, ye shall live also." "In My Father's house
are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come'again, and receive you unto
Myself, that where I am, there ye may be also."

Beloved, how sweet are these words, and what are they but the rightful property of
every soul that seeks for grace and strength from on high to crucify the flesh, to deny
self, to oppose the creature; yea, who "sighs and cries for the abominations that are done
in the landt'ofhis own poor fallen and depraved nature, who "groans being burdened,"
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as he exclaims, "The good that I would I do not, but the evil which I would not that I
do. " These precious promises of a precious Christ are his by right and title, and the very
fact of his sighing and crying over what he is, in his poor fallen and corrupt flesh, and
from which he so intensely longs to be delivered, establishes his claim to these glorious
testimonies, compassed about as they are with another sweet declaration, bearing upon
his present contending condition and circumstances, "Sin shall not have domination over
you, for ye are not under the law, but under grace."

HARD SAYINGS
observe next that these seemingly 'hard sayings' of Jesus, wherein He spoke of the

necessity of losing one's life in order to save it, and of His being ashamed of those who
were ashamed of Him in time, were followed by a bright and blessed display of His glory,
setting before us the fact that the cross only precedes the crown; that where there is trial
there shall be triumph; that the conquest shall follow the conflict. Nor is this reserved
for the consummation or the final victory merely, but this blessed state of things is opened
up and opened out all the wilderness way. Pisgah views succeeding valley tears; the song
in place of the sigh; and short triumphs intermingling with severe trials.

Mark how this was developed in the case of the dear Redeemer. "And it came to pass
about an eight days after these sayings" - the very time appointed for the circumcising
of the new-born babe; and was not that circumcising of the child a setting forth of the
circumcision of the heart of every Spirit-born soul? See the blessed first-fruits and precious
grace-rewards of true circumcision of heart. accompanied as it invariably is by the "denying

of self, taking up the cross, and following" Jesus. "It came to pass He took Peter and
John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray."

Jesus in prayer! The Son of God, Christ the Messiah, placing Himself in the position
of a suppliant! Yea, with His chosen ones - and Peter too whom He had so lately rebuked
- withdrawing from the multitude, and going up into a mountain to pray! No intruders,
no rude gazers on the mountain! Precious place for prayer, where no eye could see, no
ear hear, but His "before whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid." Oh, sweet privilege, distinguishing mercy, to be enabled to restort
to the solitude and the silence of mountain top or shady glade to commune with one's
God, into whose ear to breathe the secret workings of one's inmost heart, on whose bosom
to lean, upon whose shoulders to roll one's weight of care, anxiety and trouble! What
a rest and what a resting-place the bosom of one's God and Lord! Above all creature-
helps, distinct from all human aids, is that help and that aid directly and sensibly sought
and found in God alone! Oh the vast privilege, the unutterdble preciousness, the
inconceivable blessedness of these heart-to-heart communings with God in Christ, lifting
up the creature out of and above all creature-joys and creature-fears and trials. Embosomed
in one's God, enriched with durable riches and righteousness, strengthened with and by
omnipotence, proved and proving to be "the friend of God" having companionship in
the skies, a record on high, and indeed a Witness there!

How sweet these footprints of Jesus! How precious when Jesus Himself leads to prayer,
and Himself leads the prayer. How soul-elevating when He cries, "Our Father" your
Father, brethren, as well as my Father - your God and My God. Ohrhow divine the
moments when by faith we behold, and by faith we hear our Advocate and Intercessor,
"Father, I will." How sweet the season, however transient, when we can put our "hard

cause" into His hand, and hear him plead it before the throne. "He went up into a mountain
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to pray. And as He priyed' ' - mark this .- "as He prayed" when in the attitude and very
act of prayer, looking up and off earth and earthly cares, anxieties and sorrows, "the

fashion of His countenance was altered." Rays of light and glory ineffable and divine,
shining upon that countenance just now "marred more than any man" and His raiment
though so humble and unpretending "was white and glistering." So intense, so brilliant

@right like lightning, for such is the meaning of the word) was His glory. How unlike
the Man of Sorrows now; not in appearance now "the root out of a dry ground without
form or comeliness" but rays of His own past and His own still greater future glory
enshrouding Him from His head even down to the very skirts of His garment. The great
High Priest - the glorious God-Man Christ Jesus - Immanuel God with us, momentarily
revealed in the early shadows of that glory in which in His glorified humanity He shall
shine to all eternity. Yes, observe as He stood on earth, and stood in human nafure, this
transformation was but the foreshadowing of that glory which His body the church was,
in common with Himself, eternally to realise. These rays were the first-fruits of that eternal
and unsullied glory in which both Head and members were eternally to share. It was the
earnest of the answer to his cry, "Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given
Me, be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given
Me, for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world."

If you consult the following Scriptures, you will get a key to this marvellous scene on
the Mount of Transfiguration. Exodus24in full and the last 4 verses of the 33rd chapter;
Isaiah 6. Ezekiel 1,26; Daniel 10, 5 & 6. It is worthy of very special observation that
previous to that glorious display mentioned in Exodus 24, therc was an offering of burnt-
offerings, and a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the Lord - teaching us that access to
the Father and the beholding His glory was only by blood. So, in regard to that glorious
revelation of Himself which Jehovah was pleased to vouchsafe to Moses, as given in the
34th chapter, it was by blood; for distinctly it is said in the 9th c hapter of Hebrews, in
reference to the tabernacle service, that "into the second tabernacle went the priest alone
once every year, not without blood. " Would you have pardon, peace access to the throne,
"fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ" you must have it by blood
Mark that. Remember that glorious testimony by the Prophet Ze,chariah 9:ll. "As for
Thee also by the blood ofThy covenant have I sent forth the prisoners from the pit wherein
is no water. " No other mode of deliverance, no other means of escape is there for these
the Lord's "prisoners of hope." Plead then the blood. Bathe in the blood. Cling to the
blood. It is the blood that purges, the blood that cleanses, the blood that saves. Bear in
mind the momentous direction with reference to the work of the destroying angel Exodus
12, 12 & 13. Observe, it was not sufficient that the lamb should'be slain and the blood
shed, but be sprinkled upon the lintel and the two die-posts of the door, in order to render
the occupants of the house secure, and it is not sufficient that the blood of the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world should be poured out, but it must be sprinkled upon
ttre heart and conscience in order that pardon and peace, as the hrst-fruits ofeternal salvation
should be realised.

Hast thou not known somewhat of that blessed transfortning power and glory which
Moses and Isaiah and Daniel enjoyed by virtue of the blood of the everlasting covenant
as applied to the heart and conscience? Have not angels witnessed the fact, could they
not say of thee, sinner, as in thyself thou art, "and as he prayed, the fashion of his
countenance was altered?" A moment before it was furrowed with care. Now it is radiant
with glory. Can it not be said of you, "And as he prayed his countenance was no more
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sad." There has been no actual change; mere outward circumstances have continued
precisely as they were, but it has been the heart-relief, springing from bosom communion.
There have been visits to and from Jesus, "A sight of the King in His beauty, and of
the land (that a little before) seemed very far off. " However matters in a human sense
were, there has been a lifting up above them. There has been the inward and undoubted
conviction that all, even in the minutest sense, were under the direction and control of
Him who is "infinite in wisdom and excellent in working," One who makes no mistakes,
neither can He overlook or neglect. The renewed conviction that all is provided for and
regulated by "a covenant ordered in all things and sure" brings with it the meekness,
docility and teachableness of a little child; and exultingly the soul exclaims in the spirit
and language of the blessed Toplady -

"Kind Author and ground of my hope
Thee, Thee for my God I avow;

My glad Ebenezer set up,
And own Thou hast helped me till now.

I must on the years that are past
f.- Wherein my defence Thou hast proved,

Nor wilt Thou abandon at last
A sinner so signally loved."

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

THE ORCHESTRA

Have you ever heard a full orchestra playing a symphony - the strings, woodwind,
brass and percussion - a whole range of instruments? They are made of different materials,
make a variety of noises. Yet under a talented conductor and using the composition of
a clever musician the members of the orchestra can make a sound that is beautiful and
complete.

Each instrumentalist has a different part to play. If the violinistdid not bother to play,
the whole piece would not sound so good. If the trombonist played a wrong note, every
one would notice. Every instrument is important - even the tiny piccolo which does
not make a very loud noise or the triangle which is not stuck very often - each one has
its part to play to make the whole orchestral piece sound the way that the composer
planned.

God has composed a plan for his people, each one created by him. Each Christian has
a part to play in spreading the good news about Jesus Christ. Some people feel they have
a very small part but each small part is vital to the complete symphonyrof God's plan.

The conductor knows the music well and leads and directs the musicians to play their
part. God leads and guides each believer in his life. "I will instruct you and guide you
in the way that you should go," he tells the Christian.
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It is important for the players to keep their eye on the conductor while they are playing
so that they keep the timing right. It is important for the Christian to keep his eye firmly
fixed on Jesus - Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of his faith - so that he
does not stray away from what God wants him to do.

An orchestra playing a beautiful symphony brings great pleasure to those who listen.
Jesus tells us that there is joy in heaven when one sinner repents and turns to God. If
each Christian does his part with God's help to spread the Gospel, this will be pleasing
to God.

Puizzle
Several musical instruments are mentioned in the Bible. Can vou find some of them?

l. What did David play? I Samuel 16.23.

2. What instrument made a certain sound to prepare soldiers for battle?
I Corinthians 14.8.

3. What did Miriam and the Israelite women play? Exodus 15.20.

4. What did Asaph make a sound with before the ark of the covenant of God?
I Chronicles 16.5.

5. Which two instruments were used when Solomon was anointed as king?
I Kings 1.39 & 40

6. Nebuchadnezzar commanded the people to bow down to the image of gold when they
heard which musical instruments?

7. Who heard music when he came in from the fields?

Daniel 3.5.

Luke 15.25.

The Last Days
Studies in the Book of the Revelation

PETER KING (Stanford,  Beds)

Many words have been used to try to explain this wonderful prophecy and the books
in themselves have often been difficult to understand. '

It is important that we see the underlying message of this book in simple terms otherwise
we can easily be thrown off course by the symbolic language.

John tells us in the very first verse that He (Christ) sent His Angel and signified it (wrote
in symbolic language). Much of the symbolism is based on Hebrew custom and law and
it will be essential to understand this to have a full appreciation of the book.
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The book was written by John whilst on the isle of Patmos. "I John . . . was in the
isle called Patmos, for the word of God . . . ' ' . The times were hard for the christians and
evidently there was much persecution. No doubt questions were being asked among the
brethren about the times and whether or not all they had believed would in fact take place.
Had they believed in vain? Had God forsaken His Church? We can understand how these
things would be in their minds. This, of course, is not peculiar to John's day but has been
the case down the generations. Great persecutions have taken place in Eastern Europe
and individual christians have their own world of trouble.

So the book was written with all this in mind, to encourage Christians of all ages
throughout the last days (the time between the first and second coming of our Lord). It
is a warning to all concerning the dangers and deceit of the great Babylon (the seat of
evil). In these last times many shall say "Lo here . . .". Do not follow them. The book
exposes the errors all around us but it also gives a tremendous assurance that despite all
these opposing forces Christ is in the midst of His church and will have the ultimate victory.

The whole scene is described from God's point of view and not man's. This is the
distinguishing feature of the prophecy when contrasted with other prophetic books. It is
the revelation of JESUS CHRIST.

The prophecy is composed of two main section: the lefters to the churches and the seven
visions. The number seven occurs many times in the book and is symbolic of
"completeness". So letters to seven churches means letters to the whole church of Christ.
The explanation of the letters and visions will be dealt with in detail later. Suffice it to
say here that the letters are instructions and warning to the church of Christ in all ages.
They are made up of commendations for their good works but advice and command to
repent over the errors and deficiences found in all but two. There is much loving concern
and time to repent given but the consequences of refusing to change are clearly spelled
out. "REPENT or I will come and remove the candlestick out of his place". The seven
visions give seven different views of the battle against evil sustained by the church. It
is seen from God's point of view and shows the various hidden conflicts which rage between
Christ and Satan in the protection of the Church. These are things of which we would
otherwise be unaware. The punishment of the world and the final victory of Christ over
Satan are dramatically described. As the visions are unfolded there is progression of
revelation moving from the powers of evil to the overpowering of Glory. The same
progression applies to the letters where the gradual decline is predicted.

Before going on to the detail of the prophecy I would like to point out some more features
of the prophecy. I have said it is a book of signs. This book was written for all generations
in the last days, and the last days are the time between the first and second coming of
our Lord. That includes our day. Some have tried to link the number of the beast (666)
with Hitler. If that is the case, which I believe it is not, how would the believers in John's
day have understood? So let the reader be very careful about the symbolism and look at
the overall message much as one interprets a parable.

Now to some detail. We will start where John started. He opens his prophecy with the
great statement that this is the Revelation of Jesus Christ. Ttris is fundamental to all that
follows. This book is going to explain, from God's angle, the majesty and supremacy
of Jesus Christ. In his Gospel John wrote "All things were made by Him and without
Him was not anything made that was made. " John continues with the authority he has
for recording these words given to him by the angel. Then at verse 3 we have the first
ofthe seven'blesseds' in the prophecy. Blessed is he that readeth, that is publicly reads.
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John is very specific in the next few verses as to whom he is writing. "John to the

seven churches . . ." The seven churches represent the whole church of Christ, so it is

clear that John is writing to all christians down to our time and until our [,ord comes again.

He is also clear who he is writing along side. Verse 5 "and from Jesus Christ . . .". So

here is a communication from our Lord through John to us.
At this point John gives a lengthy account in descriptive language of our Lord. It is

also clear that the principle of the last days is stated. Note what is said. "The faithful

witness, and the first begotten of the dead". This is the start of the Christian era when

our Lord rose from the dead and became the firstfruits of all that live. It is also a reminder

to John who witnessed the resurrection. So he continues in the glorious vein of the redeeming

grace of one who loved us and gave himself for us making us kings and priests unto God'

There is a whole collection ofdoctrinal teaching in those few verses which I canot expand

on here. The atonement of Christ's sacrifice for sin and our elevated state as sons of God.

In verses 7 we have a glimpse of our [ord's return which will herald the end of the christian

age, indeed all time. "Behold He cometh . . . and every eye shall see Him". "I am Alpha

and Otnega. . . .". Here we establish the eternal Sonship of our Saviour, "which is, and

which was, and which is to come."
Before continuing in verse 9 look back atverse 4. John speaks there ofthe seven Spirits.

There is, of course, only one Holy Spirit and this passage would be better translated the

sevenfold spirit of God. I refer you to Isaiah l1 verse 2. The prophet is dealing here with

the son of Jesse who is our Lord. He then follows with a remarkable verse explaining

the seven attributes which will come upon Him. Recall the baptism of Jesus in Matt. 3:16

where t}re Spirit of God descended on Him.

l. The spirit of the LORD .. AUTHORITY

2. The spirit of WISDOM . : . .. . WISDOM

3. The spirit of UNDERSTANDING .. ADVISOR

4. The spirit of COUNSEL COUNSELLOR

i 5. The spirit of MIGHT ... MIGHTY GOD
' 

6. The spirit of KNowLEDGE . ALL KNOWING

7. The spirit of FEAR oF THE LORD ... REVERENCE

This revelation shows the unique relationship between the Son and the Spirit and

reinforces the unity of the Trinity. We see further in Isaiah 9:6 how His Name inter-relates

with this.
John now continues in verse nine to explain his situation and remind us that he was

still a human being, "your brother and companion in tribulation." He was, he says, in

the Spirit on the Lord's day and heard a great voice as of a trumpet. What followed was

the authority given to John to record all that he saw and distribute it around the churches,

and eventually to us in our Bible.
At verse 12 John has a remarkable vision of the LORD as the glorified Christ. Remember

it was this John, with Peter and James, who was in the mountain with Jesus when he was

transfigured before them. Now John sees the same Jesus; risen from the dead, ascended

into heiven, standing before him as the glorified Christ. We can only guess at his reaction.

The same Lord, on whose breast he reclined, clothed in a garment down to His feet.

When John turned round he saw seven golden lampstands. These, as verse 20 explains,

represents the seven churches. We have already seen that seven represent the whole. So

John saw a representation of the whole church of Christ with Our Lord standing in the
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middle. There arc those today who deny the resurrection. John saw our Lord as resurrected
and now gives a vivid description of him. He was clothed in a garment down to His feet.
When he was on the earth they stripped Him of His clothes and crucified Him. Now He
is arrayed in glorious splendour. The girdle, in the Old Testament, was part of the dress
of the priest. Here our Lord wears the girdle to show His great priestly office as the
intercessor for us. Also He is described as having white hair, the symbol of purity and
eyes that flash as fire. His all seeing majesty shone out to John as he saw Him there.
Remember we are heavily into symbols as feet of brass and a voice of many waters will
confirm. The sure footedness of Christ in treading down His enemies and the powerful
wrath of his voice seem to be wonderfully described here. John goes on his vision to say
that Christ had seven stars in His right hand. In verse 20 the seven stars are said to represent
the angels or pastors of the churches. This shows how close He is to the churches as to
be supporting the undershepherds. Out of His mouth went a two edged sword to divide
between right and wrong, coupled with a countenance that had the radiance of the midday
sun.

What a sight that must have been! So much so that John fell at His feet as dead.
With such a strange vision how could John have recognised Christ? Perhaps the next

verse will give us a clue to this. As John fell down at the very awe he had seen, Jesus
laid His right hand on him and said "Fear not ..." The voice of his Lord was heard
again and John recognised it. The last time he heard similar words would have been in
the upper room when Jesus stood in the midst and said "Peace be unto you." But He
also confirms this by adding "I am He that liveth and was dead." John had seen Him
die and ascend. Now He is alive for evermore. So the very character of Christ would
have been revealed and confirmed John in his vision that this was the very Christ he had
known on earth.

The scene has now been set for a detailed instruction for the church of Jesus Christ.
It has been established that the Lord Himself is here dictating to John the lessons. He
wants His people to learn. And not only so but valuable advice and Godlike behaviour.
If the churches today would only return to this blessed rule book what a revival we would
see.

A Prayer
Fill me with gladness from above:
Hold me by strength divine:
Lord let the flow of Thy great love,
Through all my being shine.

Make this poor self grow less and less;
Be Thou my life and aim;
Oh! make me daily through Thy grace
More meet to bear Thy Name. .J

(Songs of Grace and Glory No 425)
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The Rev. Thomas Houghton was born in Cork on 2nd January 1859 of an Irish mother
and an English father whose mother was also Irish. When he was four years old he moved
with his family to Manchester and was to spend the rest of his long life in England. Leaving
school at an early age he went into business but encouraged by his vicar he studied in

the evenings at Owen's College (afterwards Manchester University). He was a keen and
diligent student and carried in his waistcoat pocket slips of paper with Greek and Latin
verbs written down to learn when he had a spare moment during business hours. His early
training taught him to be punctual, methodical and business like.

He was ordained into the ministry of the Church of England at Michaelmass 1885 and
appointed curate of Emmanuel Church, Bolton and thus began a ministry that was to last

unti l 1950.
He was already engaged to Elizabeth Ann Moseley and they were married the year

following his ordination. He had been greatly influenced in understanding the doctrines
of grace through his fiancee's father. These were the truths on which his ministry was
founded and which he preached from the outset. He suffered a good deal of minor
persecution because of his teaching, being branded as a Calvinist. He had, as was common
in those days, a succession of curacies and ministered at St. Mark's Barrow-in-Furness;
Christ Church, Chadderton; St. Thomas, Stafford and Holy Trinity Church, Derby. In

1898 he became the Minister of Kensington Episcopal Chapel, Bath where he remained
until 1917. Bath at that time had several proprietary chapels - most of them distinctively
evangelical in outlook. They were extra parochial places of worship within the orbit of
the Church of England, but possessing a great degree of independence. Here Mr. Houghton
ministered surrounded by his growing family - the income was small and being the minister
of a proprietary chapel had no guarantee that it would be forthcoming, but his faith, though
doubtless tried, never wavered.

A Man of Faith
Mr Houghton took his stand on the text "there is no want to them that fear Him" (Psalm

34:9). He had a child like trust and would never tell anyone outside of his needs, nor
would he ever borrow or go into debt, or incur a bill without the ability of pay immediately.
He had eight children to bring up on a meagre stipend but God saw to it that His servant's
faith was honoured. He found strength in the promises "them that honour Me, I will
honour" and "they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing" but his faith was

often put to the test. His eldest daughter recalled an occasion in her childhood when he

took her on his knee and told her that he and her mother had badly needed money and
had been asking God for it, and now it had come. There'was the occasion in the family
known as "the Siege" when for some days there was no money even for food and the
usual weekly order to the grocer had to be cancelled, in spite of his readiness to wait for
payment and most of the meal time was spent in the reading of a Psalm and prayer to

the Father who had promised that we should not want any good thing. "We were all rather

thrilled" she wrote "because of the anticipation of seeing God respond, as He surely did
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and our childish faith was thereby strengthened. Later on, we were told how on another
occasion when there was only sixpence in hand to meet a need of ten pounds, my father
went into his study after breakfast and knelt down to ask God to send them ten pounds.
Even while he prayed he heard the rattle of the letter box and went to the door to find
an envelope with ten pounds inside". when his children longed to be able to put up a
swing in the garden and an estimate was obtained for one pound, they were told to pray
for it. And the money came in a most unexpected way. The eldest son discovered at family
prayers a misprint in his Bible, which resulted in a gift of exactly one pound from the
publishers when the discovery was reported.

Family Life
Mr. Houghton had a happy family life. His wife was a wonderful helpmeet to him in

hts ministry. In Bath she was in charge of the Sunday School, the Young Women's Christian
Association and the Mothers' Meeting and a much loved visitor among the members of
the congregation. One of her children said of her "she was a wonderful manager of our
home and most dearly loved by all her children".

Thomas and Elizabeth had eight children and all of them followed in the spiritual footsteps
of their parents. No pressure was brought to bear on the children but the atmosphere of
the home was such that all grew up to be children of God with the assurance of salvation.
Three sons and two daughters served on the mission field, although there was no tradition
of missionary service in the family. Two died while on active sevice for Christ in China.
One of his sons in a tribute after his death said "no father ever took the duties of parenthood
more seriously in the sight of God. He sought to bring up each one of his eight children
in the nurture and adminition of the Lord. I speak as one who owes an incalculable debt
of gratitude to his influence".

He did not have his sorrows to seek. His eldest son Herbert was killed in the battle
of the Somme in l9l7 . His daughter Freda died in 1932 after only a year in China whilst
his youngest son Stanley died suddenly in China in July 1950 after 24 years service with
the China Inland Mission. Mr. Houghton's dearly loved wife died in 1934 after being
in a poor state of health. He was for seventeen years a widower and greatly missed his
partner in life and often spoke about her.

ln l9l7 Mr. Houghton accepted the living of Whittington, Norfolk. The garden of his
vicarage was a great delight to him. Here in warm weather he would sit at a table preparing
his sermons or writing articles or dealing with his letters. At ninety years of age he was
still preaching twice a Sunday and writing as much as ever. At such an advanced age he
possessed a considerable amount of physical energy. He never regarded himself aJold.
Towards the end of his ministry at Whittington he became subject to fainting fits and found
it advisable to sit on a chair in the chancel to preach the sermon. In his short retirement
in Bristol he occasionally preached at St. John on the Wall, where the congregation of
St. Mary le Port worshipped after the destruction of their building.

Whilst at Bath he spoke regularly at the Clifton Conference convened by the Rev. James
Ormiston and during Mr. Ormiston's editorship of the English Churchman he began to
write the second devotional article which he continued to do for forty years right up to
the time of his death. The Rev. N. F. Duncan when playing golf one day discovered that
his caddie read the English Churchman. "And what do you find most helpful?" asked
Mr. Duncan. The caddie replied "the second leading article" - this was the feature that
Mr. Houghton wrote for so long a period. 11

t 3 l
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Editor of the Gospel Magazine rrgt: r"'

Similarly he began to write Wayside Notes in the Gospel Magazine and later in December
1916 was appointed editor after the death of James Ormiston. His link with the Gospel
Magazine was even longer for when the Gospel Magazine Trust was founded in 1906
he attended the fist meeting of the Trust on January 8th of that year. His last surviving
daughter wrote "as far back as I can remember my father was writing for the Gospel
Magazine (long before he edited it). Every month the galley proofs arrived and frequently
one of his children (myself included) was called to read either the original article or the
proof to my father, he being most particular as to the accuracy of anything that appeared
in the magazine. He was still writing for the magazine at the time of his death in January
195 l " .

His writings were marked by a deep spirituality, his great principle was to expound
scripture with scripture. Next to the Bible he rejoiced in the doctrinal writings of John
Bunyan, Charles Hodge, J. C. Ryle, Gresham Machen and C. H. Spurgeon. He was not
afraid to deal with the issues of the day, he wrote for instance a series of articles dealing
with the Oxford Group Movement. ln 1927 128 he wrote exposing the doctrinal errors and
deficiences of the proposed new prayer book. He greatly rejoiced when the deposited
book was rejected by Parliament.In 1937 the Gospel Magazine Trust published his book
on the Holy Spirit - the material of which first appeared as a series of articles in the
magazine.

No editor of any magazine could have been more methodical in his work. Almost
invariably he answered his letters on the day of receipt. Punctuality was second nature
to him.

Mr. Houghton had a deep interest in prophecy. He was however not content to imbibe
the ready made theories of others and then to read them into the scriptures. By comparing
scripture he came to conclusions which led him to appreciate the works of such men as
S. P. Tregelles and B. W. Newton, David Barron, C. Y. Biss and Adolph Saphir, without
necessarily accepting all they taught. His long association with the Sovereign Grace Advent
Testimony Movement was the result and he was a very regular speaker at their annual
meetings, delivering some fifty or more addresses. A memorial volume of his addresses
were published entitled "The faith and hope of the future".

He mistrusted sensational methods of evangelism or the use of unscriptural phrases or
methods in appealing to the emotions. Regarding the work of God's grace, he desired
rather to be a humble instrument in God's hands than to attempt to do the work which
only the Holy Spirit can accomplish.

Simplicity in lVorship
Mr. Houghton stood for the utmost simplicity and freedom from show and formalism

in the conduct of divine service, even if a certain amount of austerity was involved. He
grieved to see the tendency in evangelical churches to conform to the paftern of cross,
candles and flowers on the Lord's Table together with surpliced choirs and the intoning
of the service. He was a stalwart of the old school df evangelicals. His ideal was
the simple reading of the service in the natural voice and emphasis on the Word of God
from both lectern and pulpit. He invariably knelt to pray in the pulpit'before preaching
and though he freely qdoted Scripture giving reference and expounding scripture in its
context he never used a note in the pulpit, though he wrote full notes beforehand in
preparation. H6 was a great believer in simplicity of language and distinctness in
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enunciation. He prefemed short sentences with simple Anglo Saxon'hrdcds. In this he
followed the example of Bishop Ryle whose works he greatly admired.

He sorrowed to see the increasing desecration of the Lord's Day - the observance of
which he felt to be one of the bulwarks of the nation's greatness and prosperity. In his
younger days he walked miles to fulfil preaching engagements rather than make use of
prblic transport. To the last he did his utmost to avoid unnecessary Sunday labour. No
leners were posted on Sunday, no secular books read, no radio used. His family knew
the real meaning of a quiet Sunday, free from the distraction of the week. It was the happiest
day of the week for all concerned.

Although somewhat timid and diffident by nature he was as bold as a lion battling for
the Truth as he saw it revealed in the Word of God. He loathed intrigue of any sort. He
never sought preferment for himself and left it to God to vindicate his cause. He was fearless
and entirely uncompromising, and scorned to take his views second hand.

A man of firm faith, a warm love and a bright hope, he never lost his sense of humour
nor the sense of God's presence. A man of slight built with bright blue eyes and a small
pointed beard.

In January l95l he caught influenza and gradually weakened and passed away on January
aget92 years. His mortal remains were interred at Whittington where his wife had been
buried 17 years before.

In the first issue of the magazine after Mr. Houghton's death, the Trustees wrote "we

desire to magniff that grace sovereignly bestowed upon him, which so abundantly influenced
his life and labours and made the magazine a channel of blessing to readers scattered
throughout many parts of the world. To know him was to love him". 

M.H.

Rejoic€, Pray, Give Thanks
THOMAS HOUGHTON (Ed i t o r  o f  t he  Gospe l  Magaz ine  1917 -1951 )

"Rejoice eveftnore; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanl<s: for this is the will
of God in Chist Jesus concerning you." - I Thes;alonians v. 1G18. iir

We have here a triplet of exhortations. The people of God at Thessalonica were "*horti
by the apostle to rejoice evennore, to pray without ceasing and to give thanks in everything.
We have given the punctuation of the revised version which indicates that it is the will
of God in Christ, not only that His people should give thanks, but that constant rejoicing
and unceasing prayer should characterize them. It is pleasing to God to see His children
rejoicing, praying and giving thanks. There is a remarkable passage in Deuteronomy, on
the sin of not serving God with joyfulness and gladness, which we would do well to note.
Moses said to God's people Israel, "Because thou servedst not the Lord thy God with
joyfulness, and with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all things; therefore shalt
thou serve thine enemies which the Lord shall send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst,
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and in na'kedrrcss, and in rd'ant of all things: and He shall put a yoke of iron upon they

neck, until He have destroyed thee" (Deut. xxviii. 47' 48).
A failure to serve the Lord with gladness for the abundance of His mercies implies that

we fail to delight in Him, and that we are discontented with our lot, and are setting our

affections on other objects. Such failure is sure to bring Divine chastisement. Now let

us notice in their order the three exhortations which the apostle gives to the Thessalonian

saints.
.. 1. First, the apostle bids them to rejoice evennore.

They had reasoi to rejoice because of their mercies. What great spiritual mercies had

the Lord bestowed upon them. Like millions more, they had been sunk in the darkness

of idolatry, but the t ord in mercy and grace had sent Paul to preach the Gospel unto them.

Thessalonica, as well as Philippi, was in Macedonia, and when a vision appeared to Paul

at Troas of a man of Macedonia saying, "Come over into Macedonia, and help us, " the

Lord had in mind His people in Thessalonica as well as those in Philippi and Berea. Paul

was therefore manifestly called of the Lord to preach the Gospel in Thessalonica, and

when he did so it came to his hearers not in word only, but in power, and in the Holy

Ghost. The result was they "turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,

and to wait for His Son from heaven, Whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus, Which

delivered them from the wrath to come." (See Acts xvi. 9, l0; 1 Thess. i. 5, 6, 9, 10.)

All this was a work of grace. It was God Himself Who had saved them. He had effectually

called them to His kingdom and glory (see chapter Ii. l2). They were His elect people,

and the wonderful change which the Lord had wrought in them enabled Paul to say that

he knew their "election of God" (chapter i. 4).
What reason had they, therefore, to rejoice evermore. The apostle gave thanks to God

always for them, because he realized that it was due to His infinite grace that they were

serving the living and true God, and looking forward to the coming of His Son, Who

had deiivered them by His redeeming work from the wrath to come. The salvation of God's

people through Divine grace is a contiual - nay, an everlasting reason why they should

iejoice evermore. This does not mean that they would be without sorrow, but that they

would never cease to have reason for rejoicing. Sorrow and joy may go together. The

apostle says, "As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing" (2Cot. vi. 10). The danger we are

in is to allow our sorrows wholly to crowd out our joys. There is no time in our experience

when we have not reason to rejoice. "There is always reason," says Dr. Gill, "and ever

a firm ground and foundation for rejoicing with believers, let their circumstances or their

frames be what they will; since God, their Covenant God, is unchangeable, and His love

to them is from everlasting to everlasting invariably the same;-the Covenant of grace,

which is ordered in all things, and sure, is firm and immovable; and Jesus, the Mediator

of it, is the same to-day, yesterday, and for ever."
Then, added to our spiritual mercies, may be mentioned the constant and innumerable

temporal mercies which the [.ord bestows upon us. With Christ He freely gives us all

things. It is true that some have much more of these things than others, but the Lord is

mindru of all His people, poor as well as rich, and all tlierefore have reason to rejoice

everrnore.
We need to rejoice in spite of our manifuld trials. The Thessalonian believers had to

suffer for their faith much more than many of us suffer now. "Ye also have suff'ered like

things of your own countrymen, even as they I the Churches in Judaea ] have of the Jews. ' '

Theipostle, however, reminded them that they were "appointed thereunto. " "For verily,
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wttctt'r€-\itfe'with you, we told you before that we should*uffer tribuldtion; even as
it came to pass, and ye know" (l Thess. ii. 14; iii. 3, 4). Yet in spite of these trials the
apostle says, "Rejoice evermore."

we have reason to rejoice because of our glorious future. 
"God hath not appointed us

to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether
we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him" (1 Thess. v. 9, 10); Wherefore,
though our trials be many and we are prone to despair, and though at times we may be
filled with fears, let us seek to rejoice in the Lord. "Let the righteous be glad; let them
rcjoice before God: yea, let them exceedingly rejoice" (Ps. lxviii. 3).

"A bleeding Saviour seen by faith,
A sense of pardoning love,

A hope that triumphs over death,
Give joys like those above.

"To take a glimpse within the veil,
To know that God is mine,

Are springs of joy that never fail -
Unspeakable, Divine!

"These are the joys which satisff
And sanctify the mind;

Which make the spirit mount on high,
And leave the world behind."

(John Newton.)

L€t not the reader imagine that we ourselves do not experience seasons of depression.
Yy'e know what it is to be oppressed with morbid fears, but such fears proceed from unbelief
and ought not to be cherished. "I will trust and not be afraid" should be the language
of our hearts. "Yet," in spite of trials, says the prophet Habakkuk, "I will rejoice in
the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation" (iii. l8). ,,:

2. Secondly, the apostle bids them to pray without ceasing. .j:

As they were to rejoice always, so they were to pray always. There is a close connection
between the two. If we pray much we shall obtain grace to rejoice much, and the blessings
given in answer to our prayers will give us daily cause to raise new Ebenezers to His praise.

We need to give ourselves to prayer morning, noon and night, and often between.
Believing men "ought always to pray and not to faint. " We need !o pray in our homes,
pray at our work, pray in our walks, pray in our journeys. We need to pray when alone
and pray in the crowd. We need to pray in the family and pray when we gather in Christ's
name. We need to pray when about to undertake some work, pray as we proceed with
it, and pray when we complete it. Like the apostles we should "give ourselves continually
to prayer." We are always poor and needy, and therefore we need to pray always.

We need mercy every day. We need grace to help every day. We need guidance and
wisdom and strength every day. We need these blessings continually; therefore we need
!o Pray continually. Hear what the inspired apostle says in another epistle. "Praying always
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverence
and supplication for all saints" (Eph. vi. l8).

We need to pray for faithful ministers. "Brethren," says the apostle, "pray for us."
we need to pray that the Lord may honour the preaching of His own word. "Brethren,
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pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified" (2 Thess.
i i i .  l ) .

The reason for praying always are many and numerous, and we need to follow the
example of the Psalmist who said, "Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and
cry aloud: and He shall hear my voice" (Ps. lv. l7).

3. Thirdly, the apostle bids them to give thanks in everything.
,: The more we pray the more we shall have reason to give thanks. It was because the
Psalmist had given himself to prayer that he was constrained to give himself to praise.
Prayer is really effectual. "Every one that asketh receiveth," and when we receive, how
can we do otherwise than give thanks? The Psalmist says, "I sought the Lord, and He
heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. . . . This poor man cried, and the Lord
heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles." The result was his heart was filled
with gratitude, and he said, "I will bless the Lord at all times: His praise shall continually
be in my mouth. . . O magniff the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together"
(Ps. xxxiv. 1-6).

The apostle says, "In everything give thanls." There is no time, then, when thanlsgiving
is inappropriate. The people of God are always the objects of His love. All things work
together for their good, and therefore, in regard to all things, there is reason to give thanks.
Thanksgiving is pleasing to God. He loves to hear His children giving thanks to His name.
The Psalmist said, "I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magniff Him
with thanksgiving." Then he added, "This also shall please the L,ord better than an ox
or bullock that hath horns or hoofs" (Ps. lxix. 30, 31). The gratitude of a thankful heart
is far more pleasing to Him than any sacrifice of slain beasts.

What abundant reason we have to give Him unceasing thanks for redemption mercies.
We can never thank Him enough for His electing, redeeming, regenerating, upholding
and glorifying mercies.

Moreover, we have continued reason to thank Him for our "creation, preservation, and
all the blessings of this life. " No man was tried so much as the Apostle Paul, yet while
still a prisoner in Rome he wrote, "Giving thanks always for all things unto God and
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Eph. vi. 20).

Notice how the apostle connects rejoicing, prayer and thanksgiving in the Epistle to
the Philippians. He says, "Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. . . . Be
careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God" (Phil. iv. 4, 6). Having thus enjoined the saints
in Thessalonica to rejoice, pray and give thanks, the apostle said, "For this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. " That is, it is God's will, revealed in connection
with Christ, that His people should be a rejoicing, praying and thanksgiving people. It
is pleasing and acceptable to Him that constant rejoicing, prayer and thanksgiving should
characterize His children. Be it ours, then, dear Christian readers, by His enabling grace
to be amongst those who "rejoice evennore, pray without ceasing," and who "in everything
give thanks. "

f

Prayer delayed is not prayer denied.
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A Four-Fold Rejoicing
'  C .  C .  J .  BUTL IN  {She f f i e l d }

"And Jabezwas nrore honourable than his brethren: and his mother called his name Jabez,
saying, Because I bare him with sorrow. And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying,
Oh that thou woudest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coost, and that thine hand might
be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And
God granted him that which he requested" (I Chron. 4:9,10).

The story of Jabez can be considered from various angles. His name meant "sorrow"

or "grief '. In him may be seen a wonderful instance of God's interest in individuals;
or a picture of the Man of Sorrows, who, in spite of everything, triumphed at last; or
as an example of a man overcoming a handicap.

Handicaps can furnish excuses for not entering into all God's purposes for our lives.
For some it may be an inferiority complex, or a lack of gifts or education or talent or
maybe a tragic background. If we cannot, through some cause, real or imagined, enter
into God's purpose for our lives, then we cannot enjoy the fulness of God's blessing which
He purposes for us.

Many people, however, are desirous of overcoming their handicap, if they only knew
the secret . . . the source ofstrength. It is clear that God has a purpose for every believer,
whatever the handicap. For these the story of Jabez offers not only encouragement, but
a positive secret of victory.

This man was handicapped early in life. This disadvantage could have led him into
bitterness and despair, but it did not. On the contrary, he overcame his handicap and entered
into the blessing which was divinely prepared for him.

Notice three things which he did:
I. HE FACED HIS HANDICAP.

The first step in overcoming a handicap is to face it, whatever it is.
i. Jabezfaced his handicap PERSONALLY.

His mother (v. 9) called him Jabez, which means "Sorrow", because she said "I bare
him in sorrow". As the boy grew up he would ponder on the question "Why, why was
I called 'Sorrow'?" A shadow would be cast over his life. This would bring increasingly
a sense of embarrassment, of self-pity, knowing that the circumstances of his birth were
associated with tragedy. It was a tragedy of which, necessarily, he',vas constantly reminded.
Eventually he determined that he would not let it embitter him. In effect he said: "Am

not I named'Sorrow' 'Misery' 'Tragedy'or'Grief'? Then I' l l  face it! I ' l l  accept it!"
But he did not leave it there.
Li. Jabez faced his handicap SOCIALLY.

He asked himself: "Was ever a person handicapped in this way before? Was ever a
person handicapped in this way who overcame the slur attached to his name? And if so,
how did he win through?" Eventually to his mind there came a name that he uses in his
prayers for Divine blessing. Having wondered whether there were others who had made
a bad, a tragic start, and yet made good, he recalled the name of Jacob. Like his own
name, the name Jacob had a meaning. It meant a crook, a supplanter, a twister. Imagine
a child, a.youth, a man having to bear a name like that. Such a name would be a real
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trial, a handicap indeed. And did Jacob, in spite of it, make good? He did. There came
a moment in his life when having lost his own confidence in the flesh, and having wrestled
with that angel of God, his name Jacob was changed to Israel . . . Prince with God and
with men. It was henceforth a transformed life, and with the dawning of a new day there
came to him a new walk, a new vision, a new hope, and a new joy.

Jabez, remembering Jacob, now calls upon the God of Israel, doubtless believing and
hoping that the God Who changed Jacob into Israel is the God Who can change tragedy
into triumph in my life.

As we think back we can recall people born into the world with far greater handicaps
than we ever knew, and yet they won through. God fulfrlled the prayer of Jabez for them
too. God enlarged their coasts, flung back their frontiers, and blessed them with innumerable
blessings. They became transformed lives in which the victory of Christ was manifested.
Think only, for example, of Mary Slessar, the uneducated, poor mill girl, refused
consideration for foreign service by the missionary societies, yet overcoming all handicaps
to become Queen of the Calabar, revered and loved by countless Africans. She is one
among many who could be named, who faced their handicap in terms of its social
implications, and who said "I can still be a blessing to others God helping me." Then
iii. Jabez faced his handicap SPIRITUALLY.

It was God Who changed Jacob, not Jacob who changed himself. If the God of Jacob
could do that for Jacob, then the God of Jabez could do it for Jabez. He believed that
God could do it. Are you handicapped in life? Is something preventing you being your
best? Then the first thing to do is to face up to it and to say, that is what I am. In the
final analysis every one of us brings a handicap into the world. All should know what
that handicap is. It is the old Adam nature. For a person to assert that he or she has not
such a nature is to copy the ostrich. The Holy Scripture says: "Thy first father hath sinned
. . . by one man's disobedience many were made sinners" (Isa. 43:27; Rom. 5:19).

To born-again men and women in New Testament times Paul wrote: "The Spirit" (within
you) "lusteth against the flesh, and the flesh against the Spirit, and these are contrary
the one to the other . . ." (Gal. 5:17). If you are a child of God, a born-again believer
in Christ as Saviour, then you have a dual, a two-fold nature. Many have won through
and triumphed over this handicap. They, with Paul, have reckoned themselves "to be
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. " (Rom. 6: l 1).
They can exclaim: "Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ." (l Cor. 15:57).

Later on Paul overcame another handicap. He had a thorn in the flesh, "the messenger
of Satan to buffet me", for which he sought relief thrice, but received answer: "My grace
is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness". So Paul said: "I

will glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me." (2 Cor. 12:7-9).
Having faced his handicap,

2. JABFjZ FOUGHT HIS HANDICAP.
He fought it in the spirit of victory. He discovered thabthe solution lay with God, and

so he links God with the handicap. He does this in one of the most precious and powerful
prayers to be found in scripture. It was real prayer, relevant prayer and rewarding prayer.
It was
i. Real prayer. Prayer is not just waiting before God to enjoy some inner calm or peace.
It has been said that "prayer is laying hold of God's purposes in heaven and translating
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them into deeds in terms of His will on earth". So Jabez lays,hold of God,s purpose of
blessing for his life in relation to his handicap (or despite the handicap) and prays through
to victory. He says: "oh". There is real praying, as is indicated by this very first woid"oh". There is summed up all the fervency, the sincerity, of prayer. There are times
in prayer that cannot easily be expressed in words, but in the groaning or desires of a
soul which means business. "oh . . . oh that Thou wouldest bless me indeed. " Then, too
i. It was Relevant prayer. He says: "oh . . that Thou wouldest keep me from evil,
that it may not grieve me." The word "grieve" here is from the sameloot as his very
name "sorrow". As sorrow follows sin, as surely as night follows day, keep me from
sin, keep me from evil that I may not know sorrow, grief, remorse. It was
iii. Rewarding prayer. Verse l0 states: "And God granted him that which he requested. "
This is winning through . . . this is answered prayer. Then

3. JABEZ FORGOT IIIS HANDICAP. He rose from prayer unmindful of his handicap.
He was still named Jabez (Sorrow) but that name no longer spelt grief . . . tragedy . . .
solrow. It spelled victory, victory wrought in prayer. By prayer he had triumphed over
his handicap. He had prayed and God had answered; now he could reioice. it *as

There was 
A F0LIR-FOLD REJoICTNG

i. The Joy of Promotion. His prayer had been "Oh that Thou wouldest bless me indeed".
God's response was to promote Jabez over those brethren less handicapped than himself.
So we read: "Jabez was more honourable than his brethren. " The faciii. as the psalmist
reminds us: "Promotion cometh not by way of the south or east or west. " The unnamed
direction is the way of the north. The north side of the altar was where the victim was
slain. The north gate led to the via Doloroso, the way by which the Saviour went to Calvary.
The way of the north was the way of the chilling, killing winds, the way of the north
was the way of death. Promotion came to Jabez; perhaps he died to self that he might
live unto God. Then he knew
ii. The Joy of Prosperity. "oh that Thou wouldest . . . enlarge my coast" His horizon
was indeed extended, for from Jewish history it appears that Jabez beiame a famous Doctor
of Laws, and left many disciples behind him. From l chron. ch. 2 verse 55 it may be
seen that a city was named after him. Jabez knew too
iii. The Joy of Power. This was power, authority in his life. He had prayed: ..oh that
. . . Thine hand might be with me . . Thy right hand, rhe hand of power might be with
me" God granted his request. Tradition tells how he became a gieat leadeiof men, a
mighty man of war throwing back the enemies of God's people- Also he knew
iv. The Joy of Preservation. "Oh that Thou wouldest keep me from evil that it might
not grieve me, cause me regret and remorse." And we read: "God granted him that which
he requested". God kept him.

It is a good thing to start well; it is better to continue so, bgt the best is to be preserved
from evil right to the end. This was the burden of Paul's irrayer for the Chiistians of
Thessalonica:- "The very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole
spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our l,ord Jesus Christ. "
( l  Thess.  5:23) .

we may well thank God that the God of Jabez is our God today. we, too, can win
through, no.matter what our handicap is, we can face it, fight it and forget it. In the very
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process God will hear and answer real and relevant prayer. He will bring us the blessing

bf Spirituat Promotion, for "he that humbleth himself shall be exalted". He can bring

us into the blessing of spiritual Prosperity, namely God's best for us' By Him we can

know the blessing of Spiritual Power, so that we can experience daily victory in our souls.

We can, by grace, knbw the blessing of Divine Preservation, in spirit, soul and body,

sanctified and kept holy unto the glad Day of our Lord Jesus Christ'

What is the secret of all these manifold blessings? Is not the secret in that tiny but

expressive word "Oh"? "Oh that Thou wouldest bless me indeed"!

The Bottomless Pit
ORDON D. BUCKLEY (Winchcombe, Glos)

Revelation Chapter 9

A long time ago I knew a lady whose husband worked as a carpenter in a Yorkshire

coal mine. One day he was working down the side of the main shaft carrying out repairs

and maintenance, and unthinkingly he took a step backwards. Sadly he fell a long way

to his death at the bottom of the shaft. That obviously was a very deep sorrow and heartache

to his wife and family.
Here in the book of Revelation we have a reference to another sort of pit, but one more

awful than a coal mine, for it is described "The Bottomless Pit," indeed it involves a

concept that is very difficult for our minds to contemplate and to grasp in its full significance.

As a matter of interest the phrase is used seven times in the Apocalypse, but it describes

a condition for which other terms are also used in Scripture.
However. the statement "Bottomless Pit" is so dramatic and challenging that it calls

for very serious consideration, especially since according to this last book of our Bible

it does relate to our human experience.
We cannot ignore the facts of this life, nor can we evade those of eternity. I remember

as a very young man witnessing the result of a poor man who had fallen down a long

ladder to ttre roid. It was a little way off from where I was standing, but everything within

me revolted at such a tragedy, and I had to look away. But somebody had to go and attend

to that dear man, and there were a number of people near. Not everybody could look

away from him! Whether the result of that fall was fatal or not I never knew, but I have

never forgotten that day or the challenge of such a serious fall.

A REAL FALL
, It is true to say that every day and all down the ages'of history in our world people

have been falling. It started with Adam and Eve on the human side. They were created

by the holy Goa in His own likeness, without spot or blemish, innocent and upright, but

in a world where evil mysteriously could and did raise its head from an external and foreign

source. But tested they must be to determine whether they would sincerely and forthrightly

be obedient to their Lord and their God, the God of all goodness, holiness and true beauty.
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they faileirl. They turned aside to respond to Satan in that simple, yet subtle
temptation which was brought to Eve, and which Eve brought to Adam. The result was
a transformation that rocked their whole inner and outer nature. They became guilty sinners
against the holy and righteous God.

From standing upright in character and purity, spiritually speaking, they fell flat on
their faces - they knew that they could no longer bear to look upward to meet the eyes
of the Lord God. What a personal and historic tragedy happened that day! They ran away
impulsively, then foolishly tried to hide from the Lord among the trees of the garden.
But, of course, that was not possible for the Divine Voice called "Adam, where are you?
Why are you hiding from Me Who made you and brings everything to you which is good
and pure and beautiful?"

Adam's fall was a very real fall!

A TERRIBLE FALL
What a world we live in! Dare we seriously examine its doings? Man's hand is not only

against his God, but against his brother!
Today civil wars rage on the continents of the world, in Africa, Asia, South America,

the Middle East and Far East, bringing horrible death, sudden and slow starvation, disease,
terrible injury, broken families, homelessness, with incalculable human misery. There
are oYer twenty countries where this is happening today. Millions of lives are needlessly
destroyed every year through the Fall.

Just think of the last world war - 20 million soldiers killed. 29 million wounded and
maimed, 25 million people dead in concentration camps. Consider the demonic horror
of 6 million Jews lost in the Great Racial Holocaust. No serious student of modern or
ancient history can really face the figures without the very deepest revulsion. And it all
derives from the Fall - from Adam's Fall.

All sin is primarily against the living God and against His holy laws. Evil operates on
the multiplication table under the influence of its inspirer Satan. What does he do when
God permits him? He opens the Bottomless Pit, only to introduce increasing evil and
suffering into our world (Revelation Chapter 9) for he is a murderer and a destroyer and
a liar from the beginning (John 8:44). Apart from the restraining and directing hand of
the Lord God, Satan would make this world into a blazing extension of Hell itself. However
his days are numbered and his end is sure. Adam's Fall was a terrible fall with the most
terrible consequences.

A CONTINT]ING FALL
lhe Bottomless Pit has an unique quality. It is beyond dimension and measurement.

There is no bottom to it. Is that not just like sin? It goes on and on and gatlers volume
md momentum when sinners refuse to come within the power and purging of the cleansing
Hood of the Lord Jesus Christ shed on Calvary, and to the regenerating, sancti$ing activity
of the Holy Spirit.

This Bottomless Pit is very old and was an existence before man fell into it from the
@nsequences of Adam's Fall, for we read in the Epistle of Jude, that the angels beforehand
under Satan's influence "did not keep their first estate but left their own habitation, He
hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. "

Sin has no lirnits. It is sadly everlasting in character even as the redemption of Christ
is everlasting. Does bottomlessness in the pit mean that for ever and ever unrepentant

R*
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sinners are falling deeper and deeper in rebellion and wickedness against God and His

Christ? The angel cries "If any man woship the Beast and his image and receive his mark

in his forehead or in his hand shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God which is poured

out without a mixture into the cup of His indignation. And he shall be tormented with

fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.

And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever. " (Revelation Chapter 14.)

The Bottomless Pit is a continuing and an endless fall.

A DECEPTIVE FALL?
t V"ry recently I was taken into hospital and two of the nurses noticed the books I was

reading and made comments upon them.
One-nurse was quite young and I tried to explain about the real problems in life and

their only solution in God and the Lord Jesus Christ. This young nurse said that she went

to Churci but when I spoke of "the Fall" she said "What is that?" She had never heard

of the Fall, and so we iurned to the early part of the book of Genesis in the Bible. This

young lady was in her mid-twenties and was very intelligent. She went to church, but

had to admit that she had never heard of the Fall.
Maybe the preachers at her church believed only in "a fall upwards" and that God can

easilyoverlook ull ou. mistakes. Maybe the subject of sin against God was taboo in that

Chuich. I must confess that my heart fell - if young church-goers do not know of the

most basic factors in life and in Holy Scripture, what of the young non-church-goers, and

their ignorance of the Ten Commandments in their lives?

Somi preachers in the churches are acting like Satan, denying and deceiving on the

stern facis of the historic Fall of Adam and Eve, with the continuing entail in our lives.

No wonder our country and other Western lands are in such perilous moral conditions

to-day. The Apostle Peter, in his Second Epistle Chapter 2 says "But there were false

ptoph"tt also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who

irrivity shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying fte T ord Who bought them, and

Lring-upon themJelves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways.

by reason of which the way of truth shall be evil spoken of."

The Fall is seen to-day in the work of deceptive preachers and teachers.

'' 
A *'NDERFUL 'PLIFT

Thank God for our living, loving Saviour and His mighty and glorious work of redemption

at Calvary. Now He is able to save to the uttermost, all who come to God by Him, seeing

that He ever lives at the right hand of our Father in heaven on high to make intercession

for us.
The Gospel of our Lord God raises sinners from the depth of their iniquities and

transgressions, and from Satan's power, to the very heights ofheavenly glory in Christ.

He alone is the answer to the Bottomless Pit and to bottomless sin.

Oh, that the Lord our God would endue His chosen serJants and send a special visitation

of the Holy Spirit upon us in these times, that many may hear the good news of salvation

in Christ ind-be delivered from sin, and Satan, and the fate of the Bottomless Pit, and

be raised to heights above, by reason of the One who said "I, if I be lifted up from the

earth, will draw all men unto Me" (John 12:32.)-
Thank God there is a wonderful solution to the Fall.
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The Importance of Little Things
"The little foxes, tlnt spoil the vines" song of sol 2:15 "Dead 

fties cause the ointment
of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour" Eccles I0:1.

Life is made of little things. They determine our character. As the peasant's course clothes
and the monarch's robe are both made of so many small threads woven together, so is
te garment of character woven together, out of innumerable thoughts and words and deeds.

One writer pithily says that "white ants pick a carcass cleaner soon than a lion will".
The little meannesses of word and look, the irritation of temper, the small duplicities of
speech, the small affronts and petty spites, the thoughtless neglect of other people's welfare
and the paltry excuses by which we strive to excuse ourselves from painful duty - all
these have a tremendous affect.

A snowflake is a tiny thing, that might melt in a infant's hand. But enough of these
may be heaped up by a blizzard on a railway track to stall the most powerfullngine and
its-train. So it is the aggregate of inconsistent acts and neglects of duty that impair the
influence of the individual Christian. No sin is a trifle; no sin can be safely allowed to
get headway.

Book Reviews

saving a Fallen wortd. Michael Benfley. Evangericar press. pp. 336. f7.gs. 
:

This is another devotional commentary in the Welwyn series by Mic-hael Bentley, pastor
of Great Holland Free church, Bracknell. There have been quite a number of new
commentaries on Luke's gospel in recent years. This is one of thi longest, and the most
easily read by the average reader. The author gives ample references to earlier commentaries
in his notes, which is very helpful.

From the title you may gather that the author's central theme, as was Luke's, is
evangelism. He closes by saying, "We are to-day still called upon to go and be witnesses
of these things. Luke's second volume ends with paul preach-ing th;Kingdom of God,
and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ, 'Boldly and without hindrance'. That is what
every believer should be doing everywhere he goes, and on every possible occasion."

To which we say Amen, and this book will help us to do it. There is touch of pentecostal
fire.

w'J'P'

Read Any Good Books? Sinclair Ferguson. The Bannir of rruth. pp. 24. 9sp.
This is a booklet to encourage christians to read good books as a discipline in thiir

christian lives, and explains why they should! It also contains a book list oii gible Study,
Christian Doctrine, and Living the christian Life. Excellent for those who take their faith
seriously.

w.J.P.
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God Delifer3.'tlerek Tlhotrias. Evangelical Press. pp. 415. f8.95. rrFF

This book is a commentary in the Welwyn Series, 'the Bible simply explained'. The

days of Isaiah were somewhit similar to our own. Church and nation were encompassed

by enemies, leaders were often unfaithful. The very name of Isaiah means 'Salvation is

oithe Lotd'. Therefore this book is for our own times, as well'

To-day we may well feel that the signs of the end of the age in Matthew and Revelation,

are being experienced, in the falling away from faith, the wars, the catastrophes, the

collapse-of the world economy, the rise of false Gods. Isaiah tells us of the first Advent

of Christ, and again of the second Advent. . . . But the emphasis is on the eternal purpose

of God for IsraJl and for the Gentiles. God is faithful to His Covenant promises, and all

is under His complete control. This book tells us of God's providence and control, and

of His Deliverance, no* as then. All is centred on the Person of Christ, His virgin birth,

to His atoning death, with even a foretaste of heaven itself.

Mr Thomal has provided us with a commentary that is simple enough for beginners

in theology, full enbugh for the gospel preacher, and spiritual enough for the aged saint'

As a teeriager I found Isaiah an enthralling entry into the serious study of the Bible, and

so I commend this volume. 
W.J.p.

Our Inheritance. H. D. Haddow. Gospel Standard Tlust hrblications. pp. 35. flJn'

This beautifully produced booklet with a cover picture of Big Ben and the Houses of
parliament, is a timily guide to the Protestant Christian principles of the British Constitr-rtion.

lt describes the growtfi of the Constitution from the Magna Carta of 1215 to the present

day. The coronaltion oath is described, and the practical value of the Anglicaninstitution

ani religious toleration is explained. Present dangers from the old enemies of freedom,

and the iew dangers from the European Economic Community, and the European Court

of Justice are Pointed out.
We hope thii booklet will inspire more detailed examination of the dangers and stir all

christian denominations to action. 
W.J.p.

The Birth of Jesus. B. A. Ramsbottom. Gospel Standard Publications. t2.95.

This is the sixth in the series and again is a most attractive publication and a delight

to handle.
The book tells the story and the purpose of the Lord's coming in a very telling way

so that the interest of the imallest child will be retained. The author although accustomed

to dealing with deep theological issues shows that he is well able to communicate with

those of tender years.
We warmlv commend the book'

M.H.


