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Editorial
THE DAY OF TROUBLE comes to the Christian as it comes to the unbelievel -
we are not to expect immunity from trouble. There is, however, a wonderful
promise to sustain us at such times: "Call upon Me in the day of trouble: and I
will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me' ' (Psalm 50: I 5). What a tremendous
encouragement this text has been to many of God's people over the years.

Though trouble may come we are not left to meet it on our own. The way to
meet it is to go to God with it and plead His promise. There was a day in the
history of Israel when Hezekiah received an ultimatum to surrender the city to
the invading forces: "This day," he said, "is a day of trouble and of rebuke and
of blasphemy." The king was wise and took the threatening letter and spread it
out before the Lord. The outcome was a gracious deliverance.

This is the only true way of meeting difficulty. It is of little use attempting to
run away from it, or to rebel against it, or brood over it. We are to turn to God
and call upon Him for help and we shall find that He is a very present help in
trouble (Psalm 46:l).

God is never at a loss to deliver. Daniel did not know how He would deliver
him out of the lions' den but he had this conviction that God was able to deliver.
Joseph did not know how God would deliver him from prison when his
character had been slandered but "the Lord was with Joseph" (Genesis 39:21).

We must pray in faith and leave the issue with God. In this way adversity can
be turned to advantage. What a ring of certainty there is about this promise:
"l will deliver thee." Here then is a solid word of encouragement which will
sustain us in the dark and cloudy day.

"The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble; the name of the God of Jacob
defend thee; send thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of
Zion" (Psalm 20:l-2).
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The Sending of the Seiffnty
A Sermon by the Editor

. Luke 10:1 :

WE WANT TO LOOK at the call and the sending of the seventy disciples, and
this incident is peculiar to St. Luke alone. It occurs in none of the other Gospels.
The names of the seventy are not known and their subsequent history is not
known, but the instruction with which they were sent on their journey is
extremely interesting. I believe we can find out here permanent principles that
are applicable to us today.

"After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them
two and two before His face into every city and place, whither He Himself
would come."

We notice, first of all, that they were appointed by the Lord. We need to
remember that the seventy are distinct from the twelve. This seems to have been a
temporary appointment that our Lord made in order to prepare the way for Him
as He was going up to Jerusalem. The great phrase is this, "The Lord appointed
other seventy also ". There is the foundation of all true Christian work which is
God ordained and God appointed. "The Lord appointed." One of the most
solemn questions that can ever be asked of a man is that when he is set aside for
the ministry of the Gospel and the question put to him in our own Church is this:
"Do you trust that you are inwardly movedby the Holy Spirit to take upon you
this office and ministry?" "Inwordly moved", and that goes, not just for the
ordained ministry as such, but for every aspect of Christian work, whatever it
is, "Do you trust you are inwardly moved?". And here it is, "The Lord
appointed." They didn't go and say, "Oh well, we will take up this work - we
feel we have got an aptitude for it". Not at all. [t was the Lord who called them
and subsequently the Lord who equipped them. :

And then notice how they were sent. "He sent them two by two before His
face." You see, He knew the road ahead would be rough and sometimes the
reception they would encounter would be chilly, if not icy, and so this was a
wonderful and gracious provision, to send them, not singly but two by two.
What was our Lord doing but acting on the scriptural principle where we read in
Ecclesiastes, "Two are better than one". Thirty-five tasks are preferable then to
seventy done inefficiently. Thirty-five tasks well done is more important. Two
working together will be more efficient than two working alone, and those who
work in Christian service will know that this is abundantly true; that if we have
someone we can work with how different it is; someone to share the problems,
the difficulties, to share the hardships and to rejoice in the blessings that God
may be pleased to give. How different it is than working in isolation. If you go
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through the Bible you will find that this is abundantly born€out. Let me quickly
remind you of some instances. There was Moses and Aaron. Moses, you
remember, when he was called to the task demurred very strongly and God said,
"Well, you have a brother Aaron, he shall be to you as a mouth", and so they
worked in harmony together. Then, not long afterwards, we find Joshua and
Caleb, those two men who were not afraid to sign a minority report concerning
what they found when they went to reconnoitre the promised land - the two
worked together in harmony. Or you get that great friendship of the Old
Testament, David and Jonathan, and how they strengthened one another's
hands in the things of God. Or what about Paul and Barnabas? Paul always had
somebody alongside him. Barnabas was his companion for quite some time, and
there were others that he brought alongside him and fulfilled the scriptural
injunction that "Two are better than one". So, going down Church history, you
can find the same brought out time and time again. The great thing is "they were
appointed by the Lord".

Then, notice secondly, they were encouraged by the Lord. Notice how in
verse 2 He tells them of the possibilities before them. He speaks of broad fields,
of abundant crops, of ripened grain, of abundant opportunifr'es. And yet the
Lord says, "There are few labourers". He mourned, you see, the scantiness of
the labourers. The pretenders, no doubt, were many, but the real workers were
few, so this is the situation before them. And is it not a situation that confronts
the Church and Christian work today? "The harvest truly is great, but the
labourers are few." This is true in the local situation. It is true in the wider
fellowship. It is true of the mission field that the labourers are few and the thing
is that the urgency is even greater now than when our Lord spoke it, because the
day of grace surely must be fast running out. "The night cometh," saith our
Lord, "when no man can work", and when we look around the world situation
we certainly have to say, "The harvest truly is great", but the labourers are
conspicuous by the poverty of numbers. There are tasks for everyone, for every
believer. The idle must own up and say, "I am doing nothing", not that there's
nothing to do, and the old hymn is right when it says,

"There is a work for Jesus
None but you can do" -

you, if you are a believer, a Christian.
But notice that personal service must be preceded by the realisation of the

immensity of the task. "The harvest truly is great,". and when we survey the
situation do we not have to say with the Apostle Paul, "Who is sufficient for
these things?". .i

Then, the next thing to notice is that they were instructed by the Lord - the
second part of verse 2: " Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He would
send forth labourers into His harvest." Will you notice how our Lord stressed
the importance of prayer, and intercession, and this before He tells us of what
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they are to do. He bids them to prayand He tells them topray along these lines
that the Lord will thrust oal labourers into Ht- ..arvest. And we notice, in
passing, how our Lord claims to exercise supreme authorit;- over His servants
to send them out, and put them in the place of His appointment. And how

important this truth is, if it is the Lord who does the calling, it is the Lord who

does the placing. Missionary work cannot continue without money, but it is not
the be-all and end-all. Money at the best can only pay agents. Colleges are
important. We need to be equipped for the work that God calls us to do, but
colleges at best can only impart learning. Only God can thrust them out and we

need to have it firmly established in our minds that man-made ministers are not
only useless, but positively harmful.

This is the burden of the prayer that we are to offer: "Pray, therefore, the

Lord of the harvest that He will send out labourers into His harvest." Prayer is

one of the most powerful and effective means of helping forward Christ's cause
in the world, and, what is more, it is within the reach of all believers. Not all have

money, not all have gifts, not all have extensive influence among men. It is not

for everyone to go, but all are called to pray. All should pray for the success of
the Gospel and all should pray for this daily and what marvellous answers there

are in the Bible to prayer. We need to encourage ourselves afresh in these
God-given answers that God has so liberally strewn through His Word. We have

that great encouragement in the Epistle of James that "the effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much". Yes, prayer is one of our principal

weapons. Do you remember in the early days of the Christian Church, not long

aftei Pentecost, the Church had to sort out its priorities? There was an awful lot

of things demanding attention - "the serving of the tables" is a phrase used
there in chapter 6 and the Apostle says, "It is not right for us to do this". You
remember how they called a meeting together and they said, "We must seek out
men who will do this task and we will give ourselves to prayer and the ministry of

the Word". How the Church of God today needs to get its priorities right. It has
gone adrift in so many directions.

Well, prayer is one of our principal weapons, and we must not only use the
sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God, but says the Apostle in Ephesians 6,
we must "pray with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, watching thereunto
with all perseverance and supplication for all saints". "Pray ye, therefore, the
Lord of the harvest." Yes, God alone can raise up and send labourers who will

work amongst souls. Let us pray for a constant supply of such workers and
pray daily. .

The task of the seventy would be difficult but, if they forgot to pray, those
tasks would be well nigh impossible. "Go your ways" (verse 3). Here they are
sent to action stations, and isn't it interesting? He has been telling them to pray,

though God will thrust them out, and now it seems that there is the answer to

some extent to their own prayers. "Pray ye." "Go your way." Do you

remember Nehemiah and how concerned he was when he received an adverse
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report corlterning the state of Jerusalem and it was how he prayed and as he
meditated that God called him to this tremendous task? And so often down the
years people have been discovering as they have been praying regarding a certain
situation that God has revealed it to them that there is the answer to that
particular problem. God says, "Go your waY", and they went therefore with
confidence because He said, "Go your way". "Behold I send you forth." This is
the assurance they had that the Lord was behind them.

Will you notice how realistic our Lord was, because in verse 3 He says, "I send
you forth as lambs among wolves' ' . He faithfully warned them of the difficulties
and dangers of the task that they were undertaking. He did not underestimate it
at all. This ample harvest before them was to be reaped by just a mere handful of
workers and was to be reaped under great difficulty. The harvest field is the scene
of more than ordinary exertion and toil and fatigue because of unremitting
endeavour. So our Lord sets the danger of the enterprise clearly before them.
"[ send you forth as lambs among wolves." How realistic our Saviour was!
When He sent the twelve in Matthew's account He says, "Beware of men".
He is not going to have them under any false impression in regard to the situation
in which they would find themselves. This is nothing exaggerated. This was the
true statement of fact by One who knew human nature through and through.
"He needed not," says John, "that any should testify of man because He knew
what was in man", and so He says in calling the twelve, "Beware of men" and
here He says, "I am sending you forth as lambs amongst wolves"' They must
therefore expect opposition and persecution. He does not keep from them the
dangers and the trials that lay inevitably before them. He does not enlist them
under false pretences or prophesy smooth things or promise them unvarying
success. He tells them plainly what they must expect, and He says, "I am sending
you as lambs among wolves". And you have only to read the Acts of the
Apostles and you will see how truthfully that worked out and yet they were
brought through amidst tremendous hardship and danger.

Now, of course, what we are speaking about has special reference to the
twelve and to the seventy, but yet I believe these principles are applicable to us
today. Believers must expect to encounter trouble in the woild, just because they
are Christians. We must not look for favour, or special terms. We must endure
hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. Martin Luther, the great Protestant
Reformer of Germany, once said that Cain will murder Abel if he can to the very
end of time. That is true, and listen to the inspired Apostle John. He says,
"Marvel not if the world hate you", and our Lord Himself said, "In the world ye
shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world". And
the Apostle laid it down as a principle beyond dispute that, "All who will live
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution".

But we must hasten on. Notice in verse 4, the instructions that were given to
them. "salute no man by the way." Eastern greetings were complicated and
time consuming. They were formal, they were tedious, they were ceremonious,
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and they interrupted the most serious and nessary business. Well, these
disciples had urgent business on hand. They must therefore dispense with the
customary laws of decorum and give undivided attention to the task in hand.
They had to distinguish between true politeness and mere etiquette. "Salute no
man by the way." They were to behave as men who had a task in hand and had
no time to waste on empty compliments and conventional courtesies. But we
must not take this and push it too far and seize upon it as an excuse for being
off-hand and churlish. No such thing. We are told to be pitiful and to be
courteous and we do not commend the Gospel by being brusque and off-hand.
We must not push it to the extreme. We have got to "rightly divide the Word of
truth". And then says the same verse, they were "to carry neither purse nor
script nor shoes". Why? Because the Lord having sent them, He would provide
for all their needs and is it not true that, if Christ sends us, we may trust Him to
take care of us, so long as we are on His errands? He will provide for us. And
notice too they were to abstain from even the mere appearance of covetousness,
or the love of money, or the love of luxury. We need to beware of allowing the
world to eat away our time and our thought and to hinder our spiritual work.
We are to declare plainly that "here we have no continuing city but we seek one
to come". We have got a task in hand. Do you remember Nehemiah? There
came one day a plausible suggestion to him that he should come down from
building the walls of Jerusalem and meet around the conference table in the
plains of Ono. "No, " said Nehemiah. He saw through them. He said this: "I am
doing a great work, I cannot come down." He was spending all his energies on
the task in hand.

Then notice too, there is to be no false dignity about these workers that the
Lord was sending out. They were told to accept what was put before them
and not to find fault. They were not to be fastidious concerning their board
and lodging. They were not to ask for something more refined than the hosts
themselves were accustomed to have, and they were to avoid the appearance
of being fickle, changeable and hard to please. Listen: "Eat such things as are
set before you".

You know, the suspicion that the Christian worker is'fond of good living
immediately robs his work of spiritual power. Preaching about things unseen
will produce little effect if the life preaches the importance of the things that are
seen. "Eat such things as are set before you." Yes, the less they look for, the
more, in effect, they will find. But our Lord is urging upon them the importance
of having unbounded confidence in the providenCe of God and a perfect

contentment with such provisions as He so graciously provides. This is illus-
trated in the Apostle Paul and he was dependent very much On the gifts of
believers, as he indeed organised collections for the poor saints in Jerusalem, but
over and above all the Apostle could say this: ' ' I have learned in whatsoever state
I am therewith to be conlent." And isn't this what the Lord was urging upon the
seventy here, "Eat such things are are set before you"? Now, surely, this has
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reference to all believers. It reminds us of the necessity for simplicity and
unworldliness of life. How important that is in this day and age in which we live,
to have simple living but high thinking; to be content with the things that God
has provided for us, to beware of giving undue importance to the things of time
and the things of the body and the things of everyday life. Surely we are urged to
live as those who have immortal souls. You remember what the Apostle Peter
said: "Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims abstain from
fleshly lusts that war against the soul." A pilgrim travels lightly. He doesn't go
with all the impediments that are possible. He travels as light as possible. He
travels with a goal in view. I am sure that this should be the aim and object
of every believer.

What was the outcome of this mission of the seventy? "They returned again
with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name"
(verse l7). They came back surprised with joy. They almost seemed to have
thought that Jesus Himself would have been as much astonished and excited as
they themselves were, as a proof of the power of His name. But He quieted their
excitement and tells them that He knew what they were doing at the very time
they were doing it. Notice verse 18: "I beheld Satan as lightning fall from
heaven." fle knew all about what was going on. His power had accompanied
them. His promises had been graciously fulfilled and they acknowledged on
their return that "even the devils are subject unto us". But notice, verse 20, the
Lord says that there is something far more important than all that. "Rejoice,"

He says, "in this, not that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice,
because your names are wfitten in heaven." That is the greatest source of joy of
all. It is the eternal security of God's people.

Well now, every Christian should consider himself in some measure or other
commissioned to declare and live the truth as it is in Jesus. We are not all called to
the foreign shore, we are not all called to the home ministry but, as I said, there is
a task for every believer. "The King's business requires haste" and when a dark
world is to be enlightened and when men are dead in trespasses and sins there is a
tremendous work before us at the present time. The position of ourselves as
labourers is at once difficult and yet delightful, arduous and yet glorious. It is the
noblest and highest of all callings, but it calls for simplicity, for earnestness, for
winsomeness and for faithfulness. God is not looking for the quantity of our
work, He is looking at its quality. "He sent them two by two before His face."
If He is calling someone now to some task or other in the harvest field - who
knows, He may perhaps be laying His hand on one or thore - let us have grace to
respond and to say with Samuel of old, "Speak, Lord, Thy servant heareth",
and seek to be able to say with the Apostle Paul, "I was not disobedient unto
the heavenly vision".

May God, then, write His Word upon our hearts, for Christ's sake, Amen.

M.H.
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For Younger Readers
C A R I N E  M A C K E N Z I

ON THE DOORSTEP

ANGUS IS AN OLD SHEPHERD (over 90 years old now) living in the north
west of Scotland. At lambing time Angus would spend many hours in all
weathers out helping the ewes and making sure that the new-born lambs had
shelter and were getting enough to eat.

Last April at lambing time, Angus had a very bad dose of 'flu. He had to stay
indoors. He could not go out to help his ewes and lambs as usual. Late one
evening Angus looked out of the window and noticed that one ewe had just

lambed. The weather was wild and stormy. The darkness was coming down.
Angus was anxious abtrut the lamb but he was too weak to go out to attend to it.

"I would not be surprised if that lamb will be dead by the morning," he
thought to himself sadly. Angus had to go back to bed but early next morning
when he got up, he looked out of the window. There was no sign of that lamb in
the field or the mother. What could have happened?

Angus then went to the door and opened it. There on the doorstep was the
lamb being sheltered by its mother. The lamb was comfortable and safe. Angus
was able to attend to the lamb without leaving his house. The sheep knew the
shepherd well, knew that he would care for her and her young lamb. She made
her way to the place of safety, the shepherd's door.

Jesus is the good shepherd for His sheep, those men and women, boys and
girls who trust in Him. We will be safe when we keep as close to Him as we can.
We should know how kind and good He is to us and should want to be as close to
Him as possible. "Come to me, all you who labour and are heavy laden," He
says, "and I will give you rest."

Troubles of many kinds can make life difficult for us. We must come to Jesus
with each trouble and He will help us. Our sinful hearts and sinful actions and
words can lead us into difficulties. We must come to Jesus with them too. Only
He can deal effectively with them. Only Jesus can wash away our sin and make
us fit to meet God.

Samuel Rutherford, a preacher in Scotland many years ago, once said, "I will
go to the door of Christ and if I perish there, I will perish where no man ever
perished before". That was how he expressed his confidence in Jesus the saviour.

We can make our way to the "door-step" of Jesus. How do we do that? We
can do that by reading His Word, the Bible, and thinking about it during the day.
We can do it by praying to Him at any time, asking for forgiveness, thanking
Him for His kindness, casting all our care upon Him for He cares for us.

The good shepherd, the Lord Jesus, is never tired. He is always a present help
in time of need.
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Find the missing words from the texts. Hint - all
same letter.

l. Come unto me all ve that and are heavy
and I will give you rest. Matthew ll.

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the
with his arm. . . . Isaiah 40.

3. Hemakethmeto down in green pastures: he
me beside the still waters. Psalm 23.

4. I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his
the sheep. John 10.

5. Herebyperceivewethe of God, becausehe
John 3.down his

6. I have gone astray
Psalm l19.

like a sheep; seek thy servant.

7. The my shepherd; I shall not want. Psalm 23.

l17

the answers begin with the

2.

for

for us.

The Good Shepherd
KENNETH DIX (Dunstab le )

"I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep"
(John I0:II)

I WONDER IF THESE WORDS have really ever begun to sink in! "I am the
good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep." They are
repeated in verse l5 in an even more personal way, "As the Father knoweth me,
even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep". He is the
author, the giver of life and He says, " I lay down my'life", and He does this that
those for whom He gives His life might hove life.

I wonder, has this really begun to sink in? He gives Himself. Hd lays down His
whole being for the sheep, for sinners. He gives His all to secure the safety of
those who are His, and in this way He shows that, as a Shepherd, He is thegood
one. He'gives His life for the sheep, for us, for all who believe in His name.
How totally unworthy we all are! We come desperately far short of those
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standards which God Himself requires of us. We are all unrighteous and full of

sin. but this makes no difference as to what He will do. In fact, it is because of this,

it is because we ale full of sin that He does what He does. He will give Himself

totally to save us from the awful ravages and fruit of that sin, and it is that self-
giving on His part which actually saves. It secures o:ur eternal salvation. We must

nevei ever fall into the trap of saying that that self-giving of His makes our

salvation possible if only we can be persuaded, bullied and cajoled into entering by

faith into the safety of the sheepfold. He gave Himself to deliver the sheep and He

has not failed in His purpose, not for a single sheep, not for the weeest lamb, How

could He? He calls Himself what He is, the good Shepherd. For such a death as He

died to fail in the loss of one lamb is to say that, for that lamb, He died in vain. Can

we suggest such a thing for the Son of God? Dare we. say it when He said, "The

good ihepherd gives His life for the sheep. I lay down my life for the sheep"?

Let me ask again, has that truth really sunk in? The good Shepherd, the eternal

Son of God, the Creator of all things, the giver of life has givenHimselffor the life

of the sheep, and that self-giving means not one can be lost. But now He goes on -

He has more to say.

The good Shepherd calls His sheeP
"And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and

they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd" (verse 16).

In the illustration which He had used in the opening five verses of the chapter He

spoke of the shepherd coming to the sheepfold and calling out his own sheep.
These sheep had not become his sheep because he calls them. They belong to him.

They only respond and follow because they belong to him, because they are his
posiession. Now it is Jesus Himself who speaks of Flis flock and says, "My flock

hear -y voice". He says it again later on in the chapter, verse 27: "My sheep hear

my voice and I know them and they follow me". They are His, they hear Him

speaking and they follow. Peter James and John heard it, and so did Matthew as

hi was busy with his coins and with his account books. He was not in a chapel

service, he was busy with his money, the Lord called and Matthew heard.

Zaccheus heard it. He was hiding up there in a tree, and such was his excitement
that when he heard he got down so quickly that surely he almost tumbled. Saul of

Tarsus heard it when the Lord sent Ananias to him and he said, "Brother Saul, the

Lord has sent me". Then there was Lydia and the jailer at Philippi' and down

through the centuries a vast number have heard thaf call, far too many for any

one literal sheepfold.
There are those hearing that call in every nation under heaven. i'Other sheep I

have which are not of this fold, them also I must bring." When He said these

things He was in Jerusalem. He was among His own people, the Jews. He had the

disciples, those who were already following, and a little later on the three thousand

who believed on the Day of Pentecost. He still has His own sheep among the Jews,

,:.{
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among the people of Israel, but His flock is not limited to a single nation. There
are other folds, other countries, and He says, "I have My sheep in those other
folds, and I must be busy, I must be at work calling those sheep too' ' . Then at the

end there will be not one fold, but one flock. He has these other sheep, not just

those around about Him at that particular time, but those in distant lands.

Multitudes were not yet born when He was speaking but He still calls them
"My sheep". They are His, scattered as to time and place, speaking a thousand
different languages. When He said these things in Jerusalem most of them had
not been born, but He still says, "I still have these other sheep; they are Mine".
They do not become His sheep because He calls them, rather He calls them
because they are His sheep. They have been given to Him by the Father as He
said already in the sixth chapter. They are chosen in Him before the foundation
of the world. He knows each of them, He knows them by name and He calls
them one by one and He will go on calling. He never has to go down and make a
hunt because one of them has gone missing. Oftentimes in mountainous country
some of the sheep get lost and the shepherd has to hunt to discover them. For this
Shepherd He never has to hunt to find them. He knows His sheep. In every
locality He knows His sheep; we do not know them all but He does. We know
some of those who seek to serve Him, but we do not know all of them. May it
not also be that there are many others in this town and neighbourhood who at
this moment in time are far from Him, like the prodigal son who was far away in
a far country. They are wandering sheep. If you suggested to them that they
should come to a meeting like this on a Sunday they would just laugh at you; wild
horses wouldn't get them along! But He knows them, and He calls them to faith
and trust in Himself. He says, "Come, follow Me".

He calls in a thousand different ways, suiting the call to each individual sheep.
That is one reason I like listening to testimonies. No two are alike. They have
similarities, of course, but they are all different. When He calls the sheep hear
and they follow. I am aware of the fact that many of us knew these things for
many years. We had heard the Gospel, we knew the Word of God in part, but it

all had little or no effect on us. We spent our lives wandering far from God.
When the minister preached we switched off, thought about other things, or just

said to ourselves, "I wish that man would stop!". I remember an old preacher

saying to me some years after I was converted, "I used to watch you sitting there
on the back seat; I could almost see what you were thinking -'Why don't you

stop?'." That's it. That is how we were, but the time came when He called and
we heard, and when that happened we did not want the preacher to stop. We
only wished he would go on longer. The call was effectual. The good Shepherd is
speaking of that here - effectual calling, that divine work of God by which the
Spirit of God brings all those given to Christ to living faith in Himself.

There was a Confession of Faith drawn up in 1677, re-issued by Charles
Haddon Spurgeon in 1855, because he believed it and loved it, and which was
printed again in the 1950s. It puts this glorious truth in this way: "God by His
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Holy Spirit puts forth an Almighty power effectually drawing them to Jesus

Christ, yet so as they come most freely being made willing byHis grace." They

come most freely. Never yet in all my Christian experience did I hear of anyone

saying, ,,I wish it had never happened", but I have heard many, many say, just

as th;b[nd man said in the ninth chapter of this Gospel, "I was blind to these

things, but now, praise God, I see". I have heard many, many say what the

hvm nwrit er'-0""l', 
Ti'; ::::y;"s sheep ;

I would not be controlled,
But now I love my ShePherd's voice,
I love, I love the fold."

The good Shepherd calls His sheep effectually. He brings them to Himself.

Is that all? By no means.

The good Shepherd knows His sheeP

.,I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the

Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father" (verses 14-15). He not only

knows who they are and where they are, but He knows them personally and

intimately. If wi were to see an Eastern shepherd with his flock, the sheep look

alike as far as we are concerned, but the shepherd knows better. He knows that

one of them is not so well this morning, another is for ever seeking opportunities

to run if she can. The good Shepherd knows tzs better than we know ourselves;

He knows our strengths; He knows our weaknesses; He knows our faults; He

knows our foibles. He knows that some are fearful and shy; He knows the

Marthas (those who are always wanting to be busy) and He knows the Marys

(those who would much rather just sit and listen). He knows impetuous Peter

and just how much he needed that word of reassurance after those terrible

deniils. Can we not say of this good ShepherdHefelt Paul's thorn in the flesh?

That isthe nearness and the closeness of the relationship .Hefelt that thorn in the

flesh. Ah! Yes, and He also knew the antidote, "Paul' my grace is sufficient"'

So well does the good Shepherd know His sheep that He likens it to the most

intimate and close relationship there is in the universe: "As the Father knows

me. even so know I the Father" (verse l5). Between Father and Son there is

perfect understanding, perfect harmony, the Son ever delighting in the Father

and the Father delighting in the Son. There is never gven the slightest or faintest

shadow between them. There is a relationship of perfect joy and happiness'

Those of you who know Beethoven's Ninth Symphony will recall he introduces

the last movement, "Ode to Joy", with deafening discords. There is no discord

here with the "Song of Joy" between the Father and the son. That joy, that

happiness, that delight, that unanimity is perfect, entire, eternal, without spot'

Wi can only faintly begin to understand the perfect union that exists between
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Father and Son, but this is what the good Sherpherd says, "As I know My
Father, so I know yourself, and you know Me".

Do you want to know what that means so far as we are concerned as those who

are His sheep? Look at what He says back in the Old Testament scriptures: "I

will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall
their fold be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed

upon the mountains of Israel. I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie

down. saith the Lord God. I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that
which was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will

strengthen that which.was sick: but I will destroy the fat and the strong; I will
feed them with judgment" (Ezekiel34:14-16). We have exactly the same thing in

Isaiah 40: I I: "He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs
with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are
with young." And don't we have it supremely in Psalm 23? David begins the
Psalm with an affirmation, with a kind of text, "The Lord is my shepherd", and
the rest of the Psalm flows from that fundamental statement. "The Lord is my

shepherd. I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures. He
leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul." There will be times of
backsliding, times when we try to run off through the hedge away from Him.
What does the good Shepherd do? He restores us. And where does He lead me?
He leads me in the paths of righteousness. It is we ourselves, because of our
rebellion, who run off into the paths of sin and wrong-doing. He ever leads us in
the paths of righteousness. He is with us there in the valley of the shadow of
death. He prepares a table before us in the presence of our enemies. He does not
say He will remove our enemies nor does He say there will never be persecution,

trial and difficulty for Christians. Those who preach that sort of thing have not

really read the Psalm for themselves. He says, "I will prepare a table in the very

sight of our enemies". In other words, at the very time when there are those who

are troubling us He provides us with spiritual food, food for the soul, so that our
cup runs over. Goodness and mercy follows us and He keeps us and looks after
us, and we shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

The good Shepherd says, "I know my sheep". He knew hll about the Apostle
John when he was there in exile on a rocky island called Patmos, around him the
cruel sea, on an island with no trees, no plant life, just bare rocks - John was
alone and isolated. But the Lord came to him in one of the greatest visions man
has ever seen in which the good Shepherd was saying to the Apostle, "John, it's
all right. There are these enemies, but it's all right. I am going to bring you safely
to heaven and to Myself." The good Shepherd knows His sheep. He knows the
Mr. Greathearts, those who stride magnificently to the Celestial City, but
He also knows Mr. Ready-to-Halt who comes along on his crutches. He knows
Mr. Despondency and his daughter Miss Much Afraid. He carries these in His
arms. Here in the good Shepherd you find gentleness and omnipotence joined

together to bring us to heaven and glory. There are times, perhaps, when some
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of us feel rather left out of it all, as if all and everyone had passed us by and left

us. It is false seeming.

"For mY ShePherd is beside me
And He will walk with me."

The good Shepherd cal/s His sheep. The good Shepherd k:nows His sheep.

Is that all? No, there is more.

The good Shepherd lives for the life of the sheep

Verse 16: "And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must

bring . . . and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd." "This commandment

have I received of my Father" (verse l8).

He gives His life. He gives what no other man can do or has a right to do.

Of his"own free volition ind in a purely voluntary act He gives His life Himself

only by dying, only by going to Calvary, only by death can He fulfil the Father's

wif ofsaving sinners, those given to Him by the Father. If His life is taken from

Him, if gis iife is snatched from Him against His will, then He is no longer one

with the Father. If He resists then He is working against the will of His Father,

and if that happens, there can be no salvation. How can there be if Father and

Son are at oddiln the matter? The Father gives His Son, the Son gives Himself to

save and to deliver, not as an unwilling victim, He gives Himself to save and to

deliver, but having given, He now takes again the life He had laid down. He has

power. He has right. He has authority to give His life and He has power,

authority and right to take it again. He died but He lives. He died to save the

sheep -�He liveJto gather the sheep. He lives to care for the sheep. What use is a

dead- shepherd? He can do nothing for the flock. They will be scattered; they

will die. The good Shepherd has died. Now He rises. He ascends to His

Father's throne. All authority is given to Him in heaven and in earth. He lives

and He reigns. He builds His Church. He lives for the life of the flock. He is

enthroned in heaven and He is there that He might gather His flock from every

nation. His flock, as to time and place, are scattered to the very ends of the

earth. They are scattered over 2,000 years of time. He calls from north, south,

east and wist. He goes on calling until every lamb is in the final sheepfold saved

to sin no more.

"His honour is engaged to keeP,
The meanest of His sheep;
All that the heavenly Father gave
His hand securely keeps."
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My Cup Runneth Over - Psalm 23
P. A. COOPER (Ouorn, Leics)

HERE IS THE SWEETEST of all the psalms. David, the sweet singer of Israel,

wrote and sung of what he knew. He knew that the Lord was his Shepherd and the

rruths enshrined in the psalm were the truths he experienced all through his life.

David, of course, knew something of the shepherd's ways. He himself started

as a shepherd boy. He had cared for his flock, watched over them, tended them
when hurt and fed and guided them to pastures green. By the clear waters in the

spring time, by the shaded nooks in the warm summer time, and when winter

came. he would lead them into the valley so that they had shelter from the stormy

winds. He could care for the lambs, carrying them when they were weary and

binding up their wounds when hurt. It was good training for the man who later

was to shepherd a nation as their king.
David thbught on this wisely. I am like a sheep. God is my shepherd. Because God

is my shephetd I shall trot want. Just as I cared for my sheep God cares for me. I will

fear nothing for He is with me and His rod and staff comfort me. How can I be afraid?
David is the poet laureate of Scripture and this psalm is the loveliest of all. The

climax is when he says, "my Cup runneth over". We are ngt sure when David

wrote this psalm. It could be when he was young. In his early years he knew that

God loved him and cared for him as he cared for his sheep. God was his guardian -

his keeper. It could equally be later on in life when he had had so many experiences
of God's love and protection. Perhaps as he looked back on everything then he

could say, "my cup runneth over" - a joyous testimony.

Jacob, when he looked back over his life, said that God had fed him like a

Shepherd. The shepherd care of God was real to him and he had known it for so

long. The prophets spoke of God as ''the Shepherd of Israel" and the Lord Jesus

took this title for Himself. "I am the good shepherd," He said.
The life of David was not always easy. When he was young his brothers did not

like him. It wasn't easy, yet spiritually he is content as he believes in God. His joy

is not dependent on circumstance. If God was with him then he need not fear, so
he lived bravely and courageously. When David became the giant killer he was

victorious because he went to battle in the name of the Lord and so slew the

boasting man of Gath. God was with David, hence the victory. Later, King Saul
hated Divid and hunting him sought to slay him. He was an exile among the hills

and caves yet still God was with him and his cup ran over. He seldom lost his joy

in God. He did, of course, at one time in his life. In the matter of Bathsheba, he

went astray and the joy ceased. This is ever the case. We lose the joy when we

disobey and seek that which God forbids. For many long months his joy was lost

and only when he confessed and asked pardon did his joy come back, richer and

fuller than ever. The joy of sins forgiven is the greatest joy.

r23
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Yes, David had troubles. His son rebelled against him, his heart was broken.
Jonathan, his best friend, was killed, dying in battle and the rebel son was
hanged in a tree. Yet in all his troubles, his spiritual consolation outweighed his
afflictions and he could say and sing, "my cup runneth over". Does your cup
run over? Some cups never do - why? Well, for most people the cup is held at
the wrong fountain. Some try to fill their cup with wealth, money. Get rich, get

all you can. Many have big bank accounts, but are not happy. Those who win the
pools don't find real happiness. One lately said, "Winning the pools was the
most awful thing that ever happened to me". Fast living, fast cars - but the
end is despair, not happiness. "Money," said another, "brought me nothing
else but misery." Wealth and pleasure do not fill the cup of man. The heart
cannot be truly satisfied with just money. All the world offers cannot fill the cup.

Today, this is what we see - men and women trying to fill the cup with the
pleasures of the world and seeking to get as much as possible. What makes a man
content? Having food and raiment and God as his companion.

Some people, of course, are never satisfied. They are always discontented.
Some, if they were in Eden, would not be content. Some are envious, always
wanting what other people have. If I had this or that, they say, I'd be content.
Some just don't believe their cup can be filled to overflowing. The Lord means
His own to have cups that run over.

Why does our cup run over? Because we have everything in God. He freely
gives us all things to enjoy. One of the great truths in the New Testament is that,
in our Lord Jesus, we have all things. All things are yours said Paul. Life, death,
the present and the future. No good thing will He withhold from those who walk
uprightly. As thy days so shall thy strength be. You may find all things in God
and God is all things. All His fullness, all His love, all of Himself in Christ is
mine. Boundless treasure that causes the cup to overflow. The blessing of
Father, Son and Holy Spirit that attend us and our cup runneth over.

For me it is true. My life has been what I had never dreamed could be. I thank
God for all His mercy and goodness over all my years and days and come as I am
to the sunset of life and say humbly and truly, "my cup runneth over". You may
say my cup is small. Never mind, it will run over and there will be blessings of
others. Keep your cup at the fountain head. Dwell ever near the cross. Abide in
the Lord Jesus and seek daily the overflowing cup.

If your cup overflows others will know it and your cup overflows so that
others may be blessed. We need more Christians with overflowing cups pouring

out blessings to others. One day our cups will overfl6w for ever. We shall hunger
no more. We shall drink of the river of His pleasure in the Glory Land. Angels
will beckon us, the bells of heaven will ring and we shall be with Him for ever,
seeirfg Him face to face. Our eyes will weep no more, our feet never stray, and
our hearts never sigh again. We shall have the ineffable delights of heaven -

think of it.
Our cup runneth over for ever - so may it be. Amen.
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Christ Destroys the Dragon's Allies
PETER KING (Stan ford ,  Beds)

Revelation Chapters 17-19

IN THE FOURTH VISION we were introduced to five enemies of Christ: the
dragon; the sea-born beast; the earth-born beast; the harlot Babylon and the
men who have the mark of the beast. In the last three visions, number five, six
and seven, these enemies are destroyed, but in reverse order to their introduc-
tion. So we saw in the previous vision, number five, the destruction of those that

had the mark of the beast, chapter 16:2, "and there fell a noisome ond grievous

sore upon the men that had the mark of the beast."
Chapter l7 starts with John being called by the angel that had the vial to come

and see the judgment of the great whore. This is the evil practices that have come

down the generations and have affected the nations to make them "drunk with
wine of herfornication". John was then carried away into the wilderness, which

is where the Church was carried by God in chapter 12:6: "And the womanfled
into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepored of God. " The symbol has

now changed, for the woman in chapter l2 was the Church, but here, the woman
is the evil world arrayed in scarlet ' 'and decked with gold and precious stones and
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of the abominations and filthiness-of 

her fornication". She also had a name on her forehead, "MYSTERY

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINA-
TIONS OF THE EARTH". She is so involved with world events she is said to

be drunken with the blood of the saints and martyrs.
John is overcome with the sight, but the angel says he will explain the mystery.

The beast upon which the woman sat, had seven heads and ten horns. This was

the beast of the fourth vision which came out of the sea. "And I stood upon the

sand of the sea, ond saw o beast rise up out of the sea, hQving seven heads and
ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of

blasphemy." We noticed when studying that vision, that this was Satan's hand

or actions. So this woman is being carried along by Satan's action or intention.
At verse 8, a brief history of the beast is given and it is said to have been in the
past, but disappeared only to reappear again later. How true of evil powers in the
world. Great men and their empires have come and gone. In our own lifetime
tyrants like Hitler appeared but passed away and then, more recently, Saddam
Hussein rises up and the evil is seen elsewhere. The mind which has wisdom can
discover the seven heads and seven mountains at verse 9. This is another verse

that has caused much speculation. The seven hills of Rome? The mountains of

Jerusalem? Kingdoms come and go and they have their satellites. The eighth

king, in verse I l, is said to be of the seventh. They all gather together and have
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one mind, but the important thing is that they all give their power to the beast.
"These have one mind, and shall give their power ond strength to the beast"
(verse l3).

"These oll make war with the Lamb, and the Lomb shall overcome them." A
little glimpse here of the coming of our Lord, and its effect on the world. He took
captivity captive so that Satan's power was greatly curtailed. It is interesting to
notice that the ten horns, which are the kingdoms of the world caught up in the evil
of the whore, will eventually "hate the whore, and make her desolate and naked,
and shall eat herflesh, and burn her withfire". Hendriksen suggests that our own
capitalist society will turn on itself, and people will be weary of their wealth to the
extent of hating it, because of the problems it brings. Do we not hear people say,
"Stop the world, I want to get off"? We have already seen this take place in the
former Soviet Union.

The destruction of the harlot is then proclaimed when "onother angel came
down from heaven, having great power. . . . And he cried mightily with a strong
voice, saying, Babylon the great is follen, isfallen. . . " (verses I -2). So as the great
overthrow is announced, we have that call of the Gospel age to the Church,
"Come out of her, my people, that ye be not portakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plogues" (verse 4). Verse 5 onwards, to the end of chapter 18, is
a long treatise on the effect of the destruction of the harlot. The lifestyles of people
and traders can be readily seen, and the sins of the world are watched by God and
he "hath remembered her iniquities" (verse 5). The reward of those pleasure
seekers is double her double. "How much she hath glorified herself, and lived
deliciously, so much torment and sotow give her: for she saith in her heort, I sit a
queen, and am no widow, and sholl see no sorrow" (verse 7). What a contrast this
is to the Lord's reaction to His people, when the affliction of the children of Israel
"came up unto God by reoson of their bondoge" (Exodus 2:23). His reply is:
"Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, soith your God"'

There is a swift response by God to this arrogance, for in one day there shall be
death, and mourning, and famine. We have recently had our Black Wednesday on
the money market, when some lost millions of pounds in onb day. The merchants
of the earth are powerless in these times. "standing afar off for the fear of her
torment, saying, Alas, alas that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one
hour is thy judgment come."

All manner of trading is affected: gold; silver; precious stones; clothing;
building materials; food; animals; fruits. This happens all the way through the last
days, but eventually it will be final as the following verses illustrate:

Babvlon . . . shall be found no more at all Verse 2l

Music . . . shall be heard no more at all in thee . YerseZ2

Craftwork . . . shall not be found any more in thee

Food production . . . shall be heard no more at all

Verse22
Yerse22



The Gospel Magozine

Powergenerat ion. .  .  shal lshinenomoreatal l inthee. .  .  .  .  .  .

Love and marriage . . . shall be heard no more at all in thee . . .

127

Verse 23
Verse 23

With the utter destruction of the Babylon of this world, once again the vision

turns to the glories reserved for the children of God.
Chapter 19 is full of the marriage of the Lamb. Having seen the end of earthly

marriage in the last chapter, we now see the great marriage supper of the Lamb
of God. "A greot voice of much people in heaven, soying, Alleluia; Sulvation,
ond glory, and honour, ond power, unto the Lord our God: For true and
righteous ore his judgments: for he hath iudged the great whore, which did
corrupt the earth with herfornicotion, ond avenged the blood of her servonts at
her hand." William Hendriksen reminds us of the comparison of this marriage
with the Jewish ceremony. There were three main features in the Hebrew
wedding: the betrothal; the preparation; and the wedding itself . This can be used

as an illustration of the marriage of the Lamb. The betrothal took place in

eternity past. The Father took the Church and gave it to Christ, "thine they
were, snd thou gavest them me" (John l7:6). Then Christ came to call them out
of this world and manifest them as His chosen ones. So the preparation is taking
place here and now in these last days. Finally the wedding takes place and will
come as described here in this chapter. "Let us be glad and reioice, and give

honour to him: for the marrioge of the Lamb is come, and his wife hoth made
herself reody. " Paul in Ephesians 5:32 speaks of this pattern of the Church and
Christ being our example for marriage. "This is a great mystery: but I speak
concerning Christ ond the church." John was so overcome that he fell at the
angel's feet but was soon told to worship God only. After the pollution of the
great whore, the Lamb's wife, the Church, makes herself ready, "And it was
granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine
linen is the righteousness of the soints".It may be profitable to note that in the

covering of the old Jewish tabernacle was included "fine linen". So the symbols
of the Old Order are brought to bear on the beauty of glory where there shall be
no need of a tabernacle or temple, for "I s7w no temple therein: for the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it" (chapter 2l:22).

At verse I I there is another battle to be fought, as John sees heaven opened
and a white horse appears. Those with the mark of the beast and the sea-born
beast have been destroyed, but the earth-born beast and the dragon remain' The
dragon's destruction is left until the next vision but here the earth-born beast is

fought against. "He that sat upon the horse was colldd Faithful and True, ond in
righteousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes were aflame offire, ond on
his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but
he himsetf. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: ond his name is
cotled The Word of God. " This is none other than the Son of Cod as He comes
the second time, the victorious Saviour. A continuing description shows this in

more detail in the follow verses, ending with that great declaration, "KING OF
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KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS". Why should He be described in this way?

He was about to destroy the earth-born beast which, in chapter l3: I I is said to

have "two horns like a lamb". The faithful and true Lamb has many crowns on

His head and comes with a sharp sword in His mouth to smite the nations' The

angel calls the people together to the supper of the great God there to witness the

destruction of ttre beast. The beast and his friends gather to make war with

the rider on the horse, but the beast is taken and "with him thefalse prophet that

wrought mirqcles before him" (verse 20). Here is the proof that this is the earth-

born beast for it was said of him in chapter l 3 : l 3 that " he doeth great wonders "'

So the vision ends, for the end of time has come and the Church is married to

Christ. All the promises are fulfilled and Jesus reigns supreme. This vision has

followed the same course as the previous five, showing the Messiah coming the

iirrt ti-., and putting a chain on Satan, and then returning to vanquish his foes

with a victory bu.r th. evil kingdoms of this world. We have one battle left to

be describeA, tnat of the defeat of Satan himself, the ultimate victory in the

revelation of Jesus Christ.

BLESSED ARE THEY THAT ARE CALLED TO THE
MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB

Tracts of Tfuth (1)
NIGEL W. BOWDEN (PlYmouth)

THE UNIQUENBSS OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION

,.I AM THE WAY, the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the Father but

by me" (John 14:6).
"Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under

heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4: l2).
,. . . .-ye turned to Coa from idols to serve the living and true God" (l Thes-

salonians l:9).
Are not all the world's religions the same for all practical purposes? Do we not

all really worship the same God? In today's multi-taith and pluralistic society,

such stitements are frequently made, so.metimes quite sincerely out of a desire

not to appear intolerani towirds differing beliefs. But is it reilly true that all

religions ire the same and that we are all really worshipping the same God?

Ii is a fact that all the world's great religions do in fact claim to be true, final,

and exclusive, and one of the marks of their adherents is that they nrake these

claims their own, and show the courage of their convictions by judging that
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rhose who reject these claims are, to that extent wrong. Clearly no sincere Jew,
Christian, Moslem or Buddhist could countenance the suggestion that one
religion is as good as another and that we are all worshipping the same God.
This must be stressed at the outset.

The great religions of the world do not even claim to be the same. Christianity
points the road to unending fellowship with God; Buddhism and Hinduism
profess only to plot the path to final personal extinction. Nor can it be blithely
assumed, as is so often done, that we all worship the same God. Tribal religions
are polytheistic, each with a different quota of deities; Hinduism is pantheistic;
Buddhism is atheistic; and among monotheistic faiths, Judaism and Islam are as
strongly unitarian as Christianity is Trinitarian!

A close examination of non-Christian faiths in this century has revealed that
the likenesses between them and the Christian religion are on the surface only;
in basic outlook they are poles apart from the faith which acknowledges Jesus of
Nazareth as divine Saviour and Lord, and as such, God's last word to man
(Hebrews l : l -2).

The claim made by all religions, however, is to bring a true message about the
universe and the powers behind it, and to show the way of adjustment, not
merely to yourself, but to your whole cosmic environment. And the fact must
be faced that the messages are at variance, so that one must choose between
them. For not more than one of them can be true. Therefore Kipling's senti-
ment, "Many roads Thou hast fashioned; all of them lead to the light", is
simply untrue.

At this point must be stressed the uniqueness of the Christian religion, which
differs more radically from other world religions than any of them differ from
each other. The most distinctive features of Christianity fall, conveniently,
under three alliterated headings: Ruin, Redemption and Regeneration.

Ruin: Other faiths assume our ability to secure and retain God's favour by
right action, and give us detailed guidance as to how to do it; but Christianity
says that sin has so ruined us that we cannot do this. It is beyond our power to
keep the law of God as we should; we are guilty and helpfess, wholly unable to
save ourselves, and so must be saved, if at all, by the action of another (see
Romans 8:8,9:30-10:13; Galat ians2:21,3:10-12; Ephesians 2: l -9;  Ti tus 3:3-7).

Redemption: Other faiths direct us to follow the teaching of their founder,
famous men long deceased; but Christianity, identifying its Founder as God
Incarnate, who died for our sins and rose again to beStow forgiveness, proclaims
Him alive and calls on us to trust Him and His atoning work, making Him the
object of our worship and service henceforth. Redemption thiough the love
of the Son of God, who became man, bore His Father's judgment on our sins,
and rose from death to reign for ever, it is a theme without parallel in the
world 's rel ig ions (see Romans 3:23-26, 4:24f . ,5:6-10; Galat ians 2:20,3: l3f  . ;
2 Corinthians 5:18-21; I  John 4:8-10; Revelat ion 5; Acts l6:30f.) .
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Regeneration: Christianity proclaims that those who repent of sin and trust in

JeJus Christ are created anew at the heart of their being by the Holy Spirit. They

are united to Jesus Christ in His risen life; their inner nature is changed, so that

iheir deepest impulse is not now to disobey God and serveself, but to deny self

and obey God. Thus they are born again into a new life of fellowship with Christ,

urru.uni. of forgivenesi and sonship to God, and unconquerable hope and joy'

itr.r. is nothing like this in any other religion (John 3:3-l5i Romans 6:l-14,

8:16-39;2 Corinthians 5:14-17; Colossians 2:10-15,3:l-4; I  Peter l :3-13)'

In conclusion, Holy scripture does not regard non-christian religion as having

saving efficacy. Jesus Chiist must be proclaimed to all the world, and men called

upon-to turn " . . . to God from idols to serve the living and true God" (l Thessa-

lonians l:9), through Jesus' mediation, for " . . . there is none other name under

heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).
we shall let Bishop J. c. Ryle, the first Bishop of Liverpool, have the last

word on this all important issul. Although writing in the last century his words

are just as valid todiy as they were when they were first written' Commenting on

John 14:6 - "|rJs man cometh unto the Father but by me" - he says: " . . ' We

should mark carefully what an unanswerable argument this sentence supplies

ug"inrt . . . the notion that it does not matter what a man believes, - that all

iiigiont will lead men to heaven if they are sincere . . . that heaven is a place for

all 
"mankind 

- whether heathen, Mahometan, or Christian - and that the

Fatherhood of God is enough to save all at last' . . . Our Lord's words should

never be forgotten. 'There iJno way to the Father but by me' . . . In short, there

are not many ways to heaven. There is only one way." (Expository Thoughts on

John, Vol. 3, pp . 70-7l, Banner of Truth ed ' , 1987 ')

Trees
ISA  A .  BUCKLEY

THE TREES WHICH I SEE from my kitchen window are a daily joy. The bare

branches of winter are like beautiful lace, and the buds of spring, the rich green

of summer, and the glory of autumn are a continual feast. Sometimes the trees

are still, sometimes ihey rustle softly, and at others they do indeed seem "to

clap their hands".- 
Scripture often refers to us as trees. Good trees, fruitful, helpful, pleasant'

Bad trees, bitter, bare, withered, useless.
Jeremiah 17:7-8: "ilessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose

hope the Lord is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that
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spreadeth out her ioots by the river, and shall not see when heat c6meth, but her
leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall
cease from yielding fruit."

Psalm 1:2-3: "His delight is in the law of the Lord. And he shall be like a tree
planted by the rivers of water."

Psalm 92213:''Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in
the courts of our God."

God's trees! Planted by Him, rooted in the waters of grace and salvation,
nourished by His Word and the worship of His house.

Proverbs 11:30: "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life."
Proverbs 15:4: "A wholesome tongue is a tree of life."
God's trees! Our lives bringing glory to His name and our tongues help and

blessing to others.
Lake6:43-44: "For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a

corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. For every tree is known by his own fruit."
Words to make us think! What kind of tree am I?
Whatever our season of life, by His grace, we can be a "tree" of His planting,

bearing fruit for His glory and joy.

"Is thy life-summer passing? 
&'

Think not thy joys are o'er!
Thou hast not seen what autumn
For thee may have in store.
Calmer than breezy April,
Cooler than August blaze,
The fairest time of all may be
September's golden days.
Press on, though summer waneth,
And falter not, nor fear,
For God can make the autumn

F. R. Havergal
The glory of the year. "

"rN rHF rt?fi1;I"1"rl',"" oF LIFE"

grief and my greatest joy - my
Jesus; and my greatest joy that
words shall be, "Here goes an

William Grimshaw of Haworth

When I die, I shall then
greatest grief that I have
Jesus has done so much
unprofitable servant".

have my greatest
done so little for
for me. My last
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Patience
-! ',. -'..,

ALAN LEVY (Swansea) :

James 5:11

IN MANY RESPECTS the same events happen to all men alike and certainly in

the matter of afflictions it is most certainly so.

It matters not whether a man is rich or poor, whether powerful or unknown,

none can expect to escape trials in one way or another. They will differ but they

certainly will come.
If you are a Christian remember many are the afflictions of the righteous.

If you are not a believer remember many sorrows shall be to the wicked.

If you walk in the way of holiness you are promised that all that live godly in

Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

If you follow the broad way that eventually leads to destruction there are

pitfalls and snares that will trap you along that path.

How true are the words of Eliphaz of old, "Man is born unto trouble, as the

sparks fly upward" (Job 5:7).

When we become Christians we most certainly inherit innumerable mercies,

blessings abound, but we are also born to another set of troubles. We still endure

sicknesi and sorrow, pain and distress, but we also enter into the realm of

spiritual conflicts, difficulties and pains, temptations and trials that we never

knew before - rather than less troubles, more.

The children of God are bidden to face such trials, natural and spiritual, with

courage and trust and to go on faithfully, we are bidden to cry to God to help

and He will grant us grace and enabling.
How clearly this is illustrated for us in Daniel 3. Because God was with them it

did not p..u.nt the three young men from being thrown into the furnace of fire

and youwill note that it was not until they were in the midst of the flames that He

*ur uiribly seen to be with them. Even then, He did not quench the fire but gave

them grace sufficient.
Because we are the sons and daughters of God it does not mean that we shall

escape difficulties, pain, afflictions and loss, but oh that in them we should

realize the presence of God ! May we know in our every situation the company of

the Son of God with us!
There is no monopoly of difficulties and heartaches; some rnake much more

of them than others, to-. seem to have a greater amount than others, but it is

the common lot of man that he is born unto trouble and it is in the light of that

truth that none of us escape trouble that I want us to turn to James 5: I I to find

comfort and help.
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"Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience
of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of
tender mercy."

We have to look back at verse l0 to understand the first phrase of our text:
"Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord,
for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience." How many of the great
prophets are great examples to us in what they endured.

Joseph, despised at home, sold into slavery, wrongly accused, cast into
prison, forgotten - but he endured.

Moses, rejected by his own people, rejected by Pharaoh, his own people
turned against him, punished by God - but he endured.

David, scorned by his brothers, hated by the king, despised and cursed when
on the run, knowing the loss of a child, plotted against by his own son -

he endured.
Elijah, blamed for causing a famine, threatened by a queen, seemingly

standing alone against so many - but he endured.
Jeremiah, given an unpopular message, not listened to, message rejected,

wrongly imprisoned - he endured.
Daniel, misrepresented, lied about, cast into a den of lions - he endured.
These through all their varied afflictions endured and we count them blessed,

happy. Now this is the very opposite to the view of the world. Their view is the
man that is happy is the one who suffers the least, gains the most, enjoys the
greatest leisure and luxury with little or no pain and trouble. But we reckon,
count and admire those that follow the Saviour. whatever the cost. He said:
"Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice,
and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they
the prophets which were before you" (Matthew 5: l0-12).

Their noble lives stand as a testimony for us to follow. They testify that we
never get so much of the divine consolation as when all earthly comfort is
removed. It is only when all the props are knocked away that the ship slides down
the slipway into the water and floats, and the testimony of the prophets is that we
must cast ourselves upon God when other helpers fail. "Blessed is the man that
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is" (Jeremiah l7:7).

James turns to a particular illustration, "Ye have heard of the patience of
Job"; he quotes his case in preference to any other. Ypu would never have heard
of Job if he had always remained prosperous, with all his flocks and his herds,
his gold and his silver, his children and their banquets - none of these would
have earned immortality for his name. But his poverty, his sickness, his sorrow,
his loss and his suffering have made his name a proverb because of his patience.

Job is a great illustration for us. He wasn't always wise, he tried to work things
out in his own mind that were beyond him, he had friends and relatives that to
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say the least were not very helpful to him. His soul was in conflict; read his

opening speech in Job 3 - a self pitying wail, his grief crying out. The summary

oi tttut ipi.ch is : " Oh that I'd never been born, oh that l might now cease to be' "

His emotions are in turmoil at what has befallen him, his reason calls him one

way, his faith calls him another. He seeks God, who he thinks has cast him off,

but he cannot escape from the snares that Satan has cast him into. He knows

gloom and distress, despair and anguish - and yet in spite of it all he never quite

Eiu.r up his faith in God. He staggers and totters and seems about to fall - but

iot quii.. "The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth

in his way. Thougl tre fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord

upholdeth him with his hand" (Psalm 37 :23-24). He never quite loses his balance

completely and eventually the adversary is foiled, in spite of all the weapons he

used. and itre faith of Job stood the test and he triumphed. "Ye have heard of the

patience of Job."
In being knocked about from all sides, being afflicted, he was so much like

us - but oh wtrat an example to us! In general terms, in the overall thrust of his

life, there was a patient resignation, a trust in God, and it is for that he is held up

as an example for us to follow. "Ye have heard of the patience of Job."
.,you have seen the end of the Lord. " You have seen the intention of the Lord,

what was the purpose of the Lord - in many cases they couldn't, but we can'

Joseph *as-unusual in that he was able to declare, "God did send me before

you to p..r.ru.life" (Genesis 45:5); and, again, "Ye thought evil against me;but

bod miant it unto good" (Genesis 50:20) - but he was only able to say that at

the end, he didn,t say that while he was in the pit or in the prison.

The purpose of God in David's life was that he might become the greatest king

that Isiael ever had, a forerunner to the Saviour. We may see that, but David

never fully understood that.
The intintion of God in Job was that he might be a testimony to God and then

to be doubly blessed, but Job with his boils would have had great difficulty

in grasping the fact.
job a2Could never have been written if God's servant had not gone through

the mill of suffering, loss and anguish. Job was in darkneds; he did not have the

revelation of God telling him that it was all in God's good plan and purpose -

but we have.
We have Cod's own testimony written to us: "What I do thou knowest not

now; but thou shalt know hereafter" (John l3:7). "The sufferings of this

present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be

ievealed in us" (Romans 8:18). And that precious verse to those that are

suffering in any way, with tender hearts we remind ourselves and{hem, that "we

know thit all ihings work together for good to them that love God, to them

who are the called according to his purpose" (Romans 8:28). Only with love

and grace can that be quoted to a Joseph in prison, David on the run, or Job

with his loss.
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There are so many testimonies from God's own mouth to us that our
problems, afflictions, pain, sorrow and loss are all in His perfect plan and
purpose for us, and yet we, like Job, still question, but do not have his patience.

"Brought safely by His hand thus far,
Why dost thou now give place to fear?
How canst thou want if He Provide,
Or lose thy way with such a guide."

"That the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy." How gracious the Lord
is to give us such a declaration - it may be that because of our problems we see
norhing but blackness and despair, but here before us we have this infallible,
unchangeable, eternal promise: "The Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. "

Here is the resting place for every believer who is tried, whose eyes are filled
with tears. Here is a firm foundation for our troubled hearts to rest upon.

Although the devil may tempt us, our circumstances may seem to say other-
wise. Believer, God cannot be unkind to you. He loves you; He is your Father in
heaven; the Lord r pitiful and of tender mercy. The pity of God is seen in that
even under His stroke He supports His people: "Underneath are the everlasting
arms" (Deuteronomy 33:27).

The phrase, "The Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy" is not only of
interest but of real significance to the believer - it in reality means the Lord
has a great heart.

When the Saviour was upon earth it was said of Him that He was moved with
compassion; that, poor believer, is how God is to you - not unfeeling, remote,
disinterested - He sees our tears, He hears our sighs, He careth for you,
He loves you.

Oh listen again to His promises. "Many are the afflictions of the righteous:
but the Lord delivereth him out of them all" (Psalm 34:19). "They cry unto the
Lord in their trouble, and he saveth them out of their distresses" (Psalm 107: l9).
"The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble"
(Psalm 9:9). "The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he
knoweth them that trust in him" (Nahum l:7). "For as the sufferings of Christ
abound in us. so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ" (2 Corinthians l:5)'
And on and on we could go, for the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy.

"His love in times past forbids me to think,
He'll leave me at last in trouble to'sink.
Each sweet Ebenezer I hold in review,
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."

John Newton

Let md leave with you some practical headings to help in time of affliction.
Remember - recall, bring back, keep in your mind. We forget so easily.
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Remember - this was the message given to the Church at Ephesus (Revelation

2:5) and to the Church at Sardis (Revelation 3:3). Remember -

i.irstty, it oll comesfrom God. The God of pity and tender mercy' our Father'

It is all in His great, wise, kind plan for us. "Whoever or whatever brings an

affliction it is God who sends it" (Watson). Remember Joseph's statement in

Genesis 45:5, 7 . "There is no cross or misery that befalls the Church of God or

any of His children, but it is related to God" (Samuel Rutherford). Remember -
"There is a God in heaven" (Daniel 2:28).

Secondly, our life is not always or only sorrows or afflictions. We know also

abundant mercies and blessings.
Thirdty, we ore never left to ourselves. "In all their affliction he was afflicted,

and the angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed

them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old" (Isaiah 63:9).
,'When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the

rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou

shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee" (Isaiah 43:.2)'
"I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Hebrews l3:5).

Fourthly, you witl be granted strength. " Asthy days, so shall thy strength be"

(Deuteronomy 33:25). "My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is

made perfect in weakness." Is that not the truth of I Corinthians l0:13?

Fifthty, we have the promises of God to sustain as. "This is my comfort in my

affliction: for thy word hath quickened me" (Psalm ll9:50).

Sixthty, have patience, these things are for our good. We maybe cannot see it

no*, *. a.e like those prophets of old, but God has said: "No chastening for the

present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the

peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby"

iH.br.*r 12:ll). "Foi our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh

for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory" (2 Corinthians 4: l7).
"For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us" (Romans 8: l8).

May God by His Spirit take His Word and grant to us patience and comfort to

our hearts. "Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the

Lord: that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy."

"God shall alone the refuge be,
And comfort of my mind;
Too wise to be mistaken, He,
Too good to be unkind.

In all His holy, sovereign will,
He is, I daily find,
Too wise to be mistaken, still
Too good to be unkind.

Samuel Medley
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The Revelation of Jesus Christ
W. J .  PARKER (Co lwvn Bay)

"I Jesus have sent mine angel to testdy unto you these things in the churches.
I am the root and the offspring of David, ond the bright and morning stor.
And the Spirit and the bride soy, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come.
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water

of lifefreely " (Revelation 22 : I 6- I 7)

Let us first notice that saying, "I am"

lN THE GOSPELS we have the pastoral "I am's". "I am the bread of life"
(John 6:35).  " I  am the l ight of  the world (John 8:12).  " I  am the door" (John
l0:9). "I am the good shepherd" (John l0:l l). "I am the resurrection and the
life" (John ll:25). "I am the way, the truth, and the life" (John l4:6).

And now in the Revelation Jesus identifies Himself by these essential "I

am's". "I am the root and offspring of David." "I am the bright and morning
star." These call to mind the Old Testament prophesies: "A star shall arise
out of Jacob" (Numbers 24:17); and "I am the first and the last, beside me there
is no God" (Isaiah 44:6).

What do these texts tell us about Jesus?
Firstly, regarding His personal being and character. Jesus, born of Mary, is

clearly the offspring of David by the lineage of Mary, and legally also by the
lineage of Joseph. He is also the root of David. That is, the Unseen Cause, the
Creator and the Lord of David. He was the mighty God, God with us. Otherwise
how could David's son be David's Lord, as is said in Psalm I l0: l? "The Lord
said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies
thy footstool."

Secondly, regording His officiol character in our text. lp Numbers 24:17, we
read of how Balaam, in a trance prophesied, "There shall come a Star out of
Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel". Our text calls Jesus, "the bright
and morning star". Consider the meaning of this:

(l) A bright and morning star heralds a new day. Jesus in His first coming
introduced the Gospel day. The first glimmer of divine light on the plan of
God's remedy for sin came through the types and shadows of the Mosaic day.
This was obscured in Judaism by the traditions of the Scribes and Pharisees.
Then Jesus came and exhibited in His own person a perfect pattern of that
obedience to God that the Law demanded. By His death on the cross Jesus
accomplished that perfect redemption which the Law described, to free us from
the penalty of sin. And by His resurrection, His ascension, and by the sending of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, He gave the light of a perfect day. Thus He was the

t37
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Dayspring from on high, and the Sun of righteousness, risen with healing in His
wings (Malachi 4:2).

(i) Parousia. By His rising in the hearts of men Jesus brings the Day of
Salvation into the soul. Peter calls this "The Daystar rising in our hearts"
(2Peter l: l9). This presence or coming of Jesus is called the Parousia. John in
itre ZOttt chapter of the Revelation calls it "the first resurrection". [n the
teaching of Jesus He called it the new birth, as He said to Nicodemus in John
chaptei3. An example of its effect was given in the life of Zaccheus the tax
collictor. "Behold, Lord, half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I have taken
anything from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold" (Luke l9:8).
Jeius said to him, "This day is salvation come to thy house". [n his first Advent,
the Parousia, Jesus came to the world, and into the hearts of His disciples. So the
word Parousia has this double meaning - coming and presence. And though
He left the world bodily on His ascension, He is still always in and with His
disciples. He is God with us, Emmanuel.

(3 j tn the worldwide mission of the Church Jesus Christ assures us of an even
grander day ahead, described by the prophet Isaiah: "The light of the moon
rtratl be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the
light of seven days, in the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of his people,

and healeth the stroke of their wound" (Isaiah 30:26). This means bringing the
Jewish people to faith in Jesus as their Messiah. This leads us to:

The appearance of Christ at the end of this era, or world

(l) Parousia is not the only Greek word to describe the coming of Christ.
(2) Epiphany is another, meaning visible appearance. It is used in 2 Timothy

4:l: "The Lord Jesus christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his
appearing." And by Paul also saying to Timothy, "Henceforth there is laid up
foi me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing" (2 Timothy 4:8). And to Titus Paul wrote (2:l{-13): "For the grace
oi-CoO that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godiy,ln this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
ippearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." This is a personal,
Ubaity, visible return of our Lord to this world, as visible as in the manger at
His first epiphany.

(3) A third word, Apocalypse, is also.used for this final appearing. It means
an unveiling, or revealing, or revelation. That is why the word Apocalypse is
sometimes used for the Revelation of St. John, the last book in the Bible.

(4) One other word is also used, Phanerosis. This stresses the manifestation,
or making clear to all, saints and sinners alike, that John uses in I John 3:2:
,.when he shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is."
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All these words refer to the Second Advent of Christ, who on His return will
rnaugurate a new heaven and a new earth, wherein shall dwell righteousness.
Ir is the New Jerusalem. the eternal abode of Christ and His saints.

Conclusion

How wonderful that John at the end of the Apocalypse added this call: ''And the
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him
rhat is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely."

God's Purpose in Salvation
F. J.  HARRIS (Providence Chapel,  Cheltenham)

"Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of
firstfruits of his creatures" (Jomes l:18)

THIS VERSE contains a statement of a great Christian doctrine and also a
reminder of the great privileges and responsibilities which belong to God's people.

The first truth clearly taught is that the new birth is the result of the free and
sovereign grace of God - it is "of his own will". Our new life, our regeneration,
is here traced back to its origin in the will of God. We who are believers owe our
salvation entirely to the mercy of God. He says, "I will have mercy on whom I
will have mercy" (Romans 9:15). God was under no compulsion to bring us to
new life in Christ. He acted quite freely with no other consideration influencing
Him except His own will and purpose to have mercy upon a great multitude, to
call them out of darkness and to make them holy (Ephesians l:4). There could be
nothing but sheer benevolence in this free and amazing grace. As with Israel of
old, God's love to His people arises not from anything within them but solely
from His heart of love, cf. Deuteronomy 7:6ff . - "according to the good
pleasureof hiswi l l "  (Ephesians l :5).  Weshal lneverinthisl i feplumbthedepths
of these divine mysteries and we must be content to believe where we cannot fully
understand, always beiring in mind the apostle's caution in Romans 9: l9f.

We also learn something of man's desperate condition. What a vivid truth this
teaches us concerning our natural state. Man has gone so far from his original
righteousness that he is beyond the hope of either repair or reformation.
Nothing will suffice but a new creation - not the patching up of the old life
but the giving of a new. What a miracle our salvation is! God has done a mighty
work in the lives of all who believe. Some would tell us that believing in Christ
is a simple thing, quite within the power of any man. The Scripture does not
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represent it so. Belief in Christ is "according'to the working of his mighty
power" (Ephesians l:19; cf. also 2 Corinthians 5:17).

We learn furthermore that the instrument which God employs in the new birth
is the Word of truth - that word or message which conveys the saving truths of
the Gospel; cf. I Peter l:23.ThatWord has no power in and of itself, but is made
effective, powerful and life-giving by the Holy Spirit; cf. I Corinthians 2:4 and
I Thessalonians l:5. The Word of truth which God particularly employs in His
work of bringing to spiritual life those who were "fast bound in sin and nature's
night" is the Word of reconciliation. The Law of God must be preached in order
that men might be humbled and convicted of sin, but it is not the preaching of the
Law which gives life; rather it is the preaching of Him who is the "end of the law
for righteousness to all who believe" (Romans l0:4). It is the preaching of the
cross, of the blood of Christ, which quickens sinners. Leave out the cross and the
Gospel is robbed of its power - indeed it ceases to be the Gospel and becomes
"another gospel", for "without the shedding of blood there is no remission"
(Hebrews 9:22).

The remainder of the verse teaches us our privileges in being set apart for God
and our responsibility to live to the glory of God. The word "that" links the two
parts of the verse and indicates some of God's purposes in saving us'

We need to consider first exactly what the "firstfruits" were. In Leviticus
23:9-l4and Deuteronomy 26:l-ll we have the law of the Lord set down and the
precise way in which that law was to be observed. We learn that the first of all
that which came from the earth, the harvest of the field and the fruit of the trees,
was to be consecrated to the Lord. This was done firstly on behalf of the nation
and then by each individual family. These "firstfruits" belonged to God in a
particular way just as the first-born of every man and animal was holy unto the
Lord in commemoration of the deliverance from Egypt. These firstfruits were
brought to God with thanksgiving, it being recognised that they were the pledge

of a complete harvest, soon to be gathered in. Until the firstfruits had been
brought to God none of the harvest was to be eaten (Leviticus 23:.14).

From the likening of believers to "firstfruits" we learn something of our
great privileges. Just as the firstfruits were God's own peiuliar property so the
saints are God's own people, His peculiar treasure. The whole world is God's
possession (Psalm 24:l), but we are His treasure. The Lord is good to all but we
are precious in His sight. This shows us both the great dignity of being a
Christian and the folly of ever envying the ungodly. The honour which belonged
exclusively to Israel in Old Testament days (Jeremiah2:3) now belongs to all the
redeemed, Jew and Gentile - the Church of Jesus Christ.

We learn also from the comparison to firstfruits our greatiresponsibility.
There is a responsibility to be recognised as well as a dignity to be rejoiced in.
Because we are the Lord's we are not our own (l Corinthians 6:20). "Unto

whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be required" (Luke 12:48). God's
purpose in saving us is that we might bring ourselves as an offering to Him;
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cf. Romans l2: l. The firstfruits no longer belonged to their original owner and
se should recognise this in our lives and apply it in the realms of our wills,
substances and talents:

(a) Our wil/s. What right have we to please ourselves if our pleasure is not
according to the revealed will of God? Did not our Lord Jesus Christ say:
"l came down from heaven not to do mine own will but the will of him that sent
me" (John 6:38)?

(b) Our substance. What right have we to regard anything that is ours as
belonging exclusively to us? cf . I Chronicles 29: I l - 16. Apart from its being right
and proper for us to honour God with our substance He graciously gives us
promises of greater blessings when we do so (Proverbs 3:9) - and also warnings
when we fail to do so (Proverbs I l:24f ,).

(c) Our talents. As stewards of the manifold grace of God we should minister
rhe same one to another (l Peter 4: l0). This will manifest itself within the work
of the Church and in meeting one another's needs in various ways, personal,
private and practical, within the fellowship. Thus will our love to Christ be seen
(Matthew 25:40).

The Israelite had to bring his gift to the priest and it could not be offered apart
from the sacrifice of a lamb (Leviticus 23:10-12).In the same way our lives and
works must be presented to God through a Mediator - we must bring ourselves
and our works to Jesus, our great High Priest, to be washed in His precious
blood and sanctified by His merits that they might arise as a sweet savour,
acceptable to God.

Finally, let us not fail to observe that there is a forward look in this verse, for in
describing believers as firstfruits James is thinking of a final harvest. Just as the
fruits which ripen first herald a season of ingathering and are the pledge of the
completed harvest, so those who have been begotten again with the Word of
truth are the pledge of, and belong to, that final harvest which shall one day be
gathered in and include all the redeemed.

And remember where we began - all these privileges flow from the sovereign
will of God. Let us be sure to give Him all the glory.

"Ye Ought to Please God"
l Thessalonians 4:1

NOTHING CAN BE MORE REASONABLE. Nothing can be more profitable.
He is our Father, He continually consults our welfare. He has made provision for
all our wants. He seeks to profit us and we ought to seek to please Him. My friend,
do you realise the importance of pleasing God? Do you desire to please Him, to
please Him well in all things? Then rest alone for acceptance on the finished work
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of Christ. Believethelovethat Hehath to you. Receive Hispromises asworthyof
the strongest confidence. Approach His throne often, but always expecting to
be heard and answered for the sake of Jesus. Consult His Word to ascertain
His will, and whenever you discover anything to be the will of God, do it; do it
promptly; do it cheerfully; do it just because He requires it; do it without asking
why it is required; do it with a view to please Him. Bow with submission to all the
dispensations of His providence, and endeavour to centre all your desires, plans
and aims in this one object, to glorify Him. This will please Him. This must
please Him. This always has pleased Him. You ought to please Him; you owe
Him so much; you expect so much from Him, and you have professed so much.

Fsr<;<.*f,Ft;'
My soul, this point pursue,
Make this thy business here,
Thy God to please, His will to do,
In faith, with love and fear.

James Smith's Daily Portions

A Christian Directory
S A M U E L  R U T H E R F O R D

(l) That hours of the day, less or more time, for the Word and prayer, be given

to God; not sparing the twelfth hour, or mid-day, howbeit it should then be the
shorter time.

(2) In the midst of worldly employments, there should be some thoughts of sin,
death, judgment, and eternity, with at least a word or two of ejaculatory prayer

to God.
(3) To beware of wandering of heart in private prayer.
(4) Not to grudge if ye come from prayer without sense of joy. Downcasting,

sense of guiltiness, and hunger, are often best for us.
(5) That the Lord's Day, from morning to night, be spent always either in

private or public worship.
(6) That words be observed, wandering and idle thoughts be avoided, sudden

anger and desire of revenge, even of such as persecute the truth, be guarded

against; for we often mix our zeal with our wild-fire..
(7) That known, discovered, and revealed sins, that are against the conscience,

be avoided, as most dangerous preparatives to hardness of heart.
(8) That in dealing with men, faith and truth in covenants and trafficking be

regarded, that we deal with all men in sincerity; that conscience be made of idle
and lying words; and that our carriage be such, as that they who see it may speak
honourably of our sweet Master and profession.
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Creation. The Bible and Science. John Barker. Gospel Standard Trust.
pp. 50.f2.50.

The author is an experienced physicist. He first sets out the Bible teaching on
Creation and then the varieties of modern evolutionary theories.

The second half of the book summarizes Bible-based scientific theories, touch-
ing on climate, geology, radiation, the flood, etc. Finallythere is acontrast between
rhe Bible and evolutionary teaching on the future.There aretwo appendices on the
chemistry of life, and the age of the earth, and last of all a useful page of recom-
mended books on Creation Science. This is a usefulmultum in parvo. W.J.p.

llhy Denominations? J. A. Watts. Gospel Standard Trust. pp. 52.f2.50.

The dangers of ecumenism and the "World Church" are rightly highlighted in this
booklet. Church history adds to the warnings which need to be broadcast in our
day. Sadly there seems to be little success in finding the "beautiful order" of page
7, since we are all sinners and fail in our attempts. We fully support the separatist
position, but would exercise great care not to be isolationists.

The book has much to commend it, however, and it ends on a glorious note.
The day will dawn when we shall be in a perfect Church with Christ. This is
perfectly secure and in perfect peace. "No demominations in heaven." Even
so, come, Lord Jesus. p.S.K.

The Finol Word. O. Palmer Robertson. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 150.
f3.95.

This book is described by the author as "a Biblical response to the case for
Tongues and Prophecy Today".

The discussion moves around three words, Prophecy, Tongues, and Revela-
tion. A wide range of scholarship, from Reformation times to the present, is
quoted. The charismatic position is that Prophecy, Tirngues, and Revelation, in
the New Testament were intended as a continual experience throughout the
Church era. The Reformed understanding is that these three words were founda-
tional gifts in the formation of the New Testament revelation, after which they
were withdrawn, and the New Testament canon was closed by the last instruction
of John the Divine in Revelation22:18-19.

The argument of this book is that the charismatic use of the above three words
contradicts the Reformed understanding of the finality of Scripture as expressed
in Article VI, "Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation".

This book is very well written and should be read by all who want to understand
thissubject. W.J.p.
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