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Editorial
THE PSALMIST set himself one day to count up the benefits he had received
from God. He hadn't proceeded very far when he found himself engaged in an
impossible task. Psalm 103 opens with a burst of praise as David reviews the
wonderful benefits the Lord had bestowed upon him. We could not do better
than follow David's example and review the gracious way in which He has
blessed us.

We need to cultivate a thankful memory - one which delights to dwell on the
thought of God's goodness, mercies and great faithfulness. How prone we are
to forget the marvellous things God has done for us! David checks up on himself
and exhorts himself, "forget not all His benefits". We too have received great
benefits - spiritual, temporal and physical.

David's review resulted in praise, "Bless the Lord, O my soul", and then in
resolution, "forget not all His benefits". Here we have thq music of a praising
soul. The psalm begins and ends with the same words, "Bless the Lord, O my
soul". He calls on all his faculties and powers to praise so gracious a God.

The psalmist rejoiced that God satisfied his mouth with good things and that
he had been the recipient of the abundance of His provision. In another psalm
David expressed his confidence that, "they who seek the Lord shall not want
any good thing" (Psalm 34:10). The apostle Paul wrote, "My God shall supply
all your need" - what a tremendous encouragement these words have been to
all God's people down the years.

Do we count our blessings? Some people tend to count the blessings which
others have received and forget their own. We all have abundant cause to
be thankful.
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The Hidden Word
A Sermon by the Editor

"Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin ogainst thee"
(Psolm II9:II)

THIS, OF COURSE, is the longest of all Psalms - 176 verses in all, and I always
associate it in my mind with William Grimshaw, vicar of Haworth in Yorkshire,
during the days of the Evangelical Revival. It is said that when he came to the end
of the Prayer Book service he would often give out the I l9th Psalm and leave the
congregation to sing while he went around the village after the layabouts and
drove them into church under the sound of the Gospel. He was a great man and if
you ever get hold of his biography read it, it will do you good, because he was a
wonderful man - maybe unusual in some of his methods, but God certainly
blessed him and used him mightily. This Psalm is also connected with one or two
other people in my mind. For instance, I read that in 1819 in a time of stir and
turmoil of political crisis, William Wilberforce wrote in his diary these words:
"Walked in Hyde Park Corner repeating the I lfth Psalm in great comfort" -

and oh that we had politicians after the order of Wilberforce, men who knew
their God and who knew the Scriptures. Yet one other person comes to mind,
that of David Livingstone, and it was said that as a boy of nine he won a Sunday
School prize for reciting by heart the I lfth Psalm. That was some feat for a boy
of nine - that is more than I can profess to have done - the whole of this very
wonderful Psalm.

So we come to this Psalm and look particularly at verse I l: "Thy word have I
hid in my heart, that I might not sin against thee."

Now the theme that predominates in this Psalm is the writer's reference to the
Word of God. He sets his subject in many lights and in different ways. He speaks
of the Word as testimonies, as precepts, as statutes, as commandments and
judgments. He excels in breadth of thought, in depth of meaning and in height of
fervour. Read the Psalm with that in mind. It is a Psalm in praise of the Word of
God and you will come to realise that here is the fruit of deep experiences, of
careful observation and earnest meditation, and the Psalmist had a great desire
here to please God and to live a life that was glorifying to Him. Our text tells us
how it is possible to do this, how that the Word of God is the best antidote to sin.
So I have three very simple headings to put before t'ou.

Our text speaks first of all of the best of Books, and the text begins, "Thy

word" . Now there are many wonderful books in the world, but th€ Word of God
is supreme, it is unique. We are grateful for the great men of the past and for the
great writings that can be found in our libraries. I remember years ago as a curate
in Dublin often going in to the library of the University into the long gallery
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in Trinity College and seeing those wonderful volumes there included, amongst
them the Book of Kells. Well, all other books pale into insignificance alongside
the Scriptures, because this Book that we hold in our hands called the Bible is
worth more than all the others put together. This Book is wonderful and makes
all the others of just minor importance.

What makes it so different and why is it the best of books? Because of its
Source, because of its Origin - it comes from God Himself, in a very real sense
God is the Author. He employed many writers in compiling it, about forty
altogether, and they wrote in a period of some 1,600 years, but God Himself
superintended it, and He was the Author. Listen to what Paul says on this
question of the Bible and its inspiration. He says: "All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works." Listen to the testimony of Peter: "Holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." Yes, it is the best of Books
because of its Source. It is God-given. It is the best of Books because of its
stability. Although it was written centuries ago it is relevant to us today. It is
absolutely up-to-date, it is a contemporary Book, and that surely is a remarkable
thing in itself, because man's writings often need revision, but in God's Book
there is no need for that, because of its stability. Look at verse 89 in this
wonderful Psalm where it says, "For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in
heaven". Listen again to the testimony of Peter. He says: ''The grass withereth,
and the flower thereof falleth away: but the word of the Lord endureth for ever.
And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you. " Yes, but listen to
a higher testimony, that of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself: "Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but my word shall not pass away."

Because God is the Author it is authoritative, it is reliable and it is accurate.
But there is yet another reason why it is the best of Books, because first, of its
Source and because of its stability, but thirdly because of its sufficiency. The
Bible contains all that we need to know for faith and practice. It tells us what we
must believe, and it tells us how we must live. There is no situation that confronts
us but we shall find in this Book the help, the guidance and the wisdom that we
need, and it is all to be found in the best of Books. When the Queen was
crowned, part of the historical ceremonial was the handing to her of the Bible
with these words: "Receive this Book, the most valuable thing this world
affords. Here are the lively oracles of God." "The best of Books." Is it so in
your estimation?

Notice something else. The text speaks, not only ofthe best of Books, but the
best of places. What did he do with the Word of God? "Thy word have I hid in
my heart" - and the heart is the best place for the Word. He did not put it away
in a cupboard or a drawer or a trunk, but he hid it, he stored it away in his heart.
He placed the Word of God at the very centre of his life, at the very core of his
being. It entered his heart.
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t.' Now David, of course, had a very small Bible compared with ours. He had the
first five books, what we know as the Pentateuch, he had some of the historical
and some of the poetical books, but even the Old Testament was not complete at
this point and the New Testament was not yet thought of, but notice how he
treasured what he had and what he did with it. He hid it in his heart. It was a
treasure to be preserved. It was a choice seed to be dropped in a fruitful field to
bring forth an abundant harvest and he hid it in his heart. And I do like the
comment of Dr. Alexander Maclaren. He says, "He iS a shallow Christian who
has no secret depth to his religion", and there is no depth to our religion unless
the Word dwells deep in the heart, and if you want to know how to become a
strong Christian how shall we answer? I put it this way. First of all we must take a
Bible in our hand. The Bible in the drawer will do us no good until we take it in
our hand and we read it. Get a Bible in good print, take it in your hand and read
it, that is the first step. Secondly, we must get it into our head, and the old Collect
helps us here where it says, "Grant that we may read, mark, learn and inwardly
digest", and here the Psalmist in this long Psalm a little further on (verse 18)
says: "Open thou mine eyes, that I may see wondrous things out of thy law."
Take it in your hand. Take it into your head. There is something more. "Hide it
in your heart." You see, head knowledge, of itself, is good, but it is not enough.
It must enter deeper. [t must come into the deepest recesses of our heart. Let it
drop dcwn right into the very centre of our being. So you see again the Psalmist
in verse 15 says: "I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy
ways." You see how deep it is going now. [t is not only in his hand or in his head,
it is in his heart, the very centre of his being. This is what we need to do to
meditate in the Word. The Bible has many illustrations put before us. What
about Job? He said, "I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my
necessary food". Or what about Jeremiah? He says, "Thy words were found
and I did eat them and they were unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart".
And when Joshua succeeded Moses as the leader of the children of Israel God
said this to him: "This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth but
thou shalt meditate therein day and night that thou mayest make thy way
prosperous and then thou shalt have good success."

But there is something else to set before you. It is the best of Books and it must
be in the best place, but here is the best of reasons. The text goes on, "that I
might not sin against thee". The Word hid in the heart will have a sanctifying
effect upon the life. The hidden Word will show itself in our life. If it does not,
then we have read the Word of God to little profit. If it is within it will be shown
outside of us by the lives we live, the way we conduct ourselves, and so on. But,
confining ourselves for a moment to the text itself, "that I might not sin against
thee". If we read the Bible it causes us to recognise sin. Our tendency is to excuse
sin, but the Bible makes us see sin for what it is, the thing that God hates, that
which made the Cross of Christ necessary, and when we read the Bible we
discover that God requires truth in the inward parts. This, you remember, was
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the experiene of David, and how tragically he fell into sin, but when he came to
repenurnce how he really got down on his knees and said, "Have mercy upon
me, O God, according to thy great goodness, according unto the multitude of
thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions" and he goes on to say, "thou

requireth truth in the inward parts", and as we read it we shall pray, "Quicken

my conscience till it feels the loathsomeness of sin". The Bible read and the Bible
received into the heart does this quickening work and it makes us hate sin. By
nature we love it, but once we begin to delve deeply into the Word we shall find
ourselves loving what God loves and hating what He hates. Look at verse 9, in
this very section of the Psalm. David asks, "Wherewithal shall a young man
cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word". But as we pass
on in the Scriptures we are finding it points to the One who has dealt with the very
question of sin. You remember John Baptist, the great witness and testimony.
There came a day when John was beginning to see his ministry recede because
there had come to the forefront the Lord Jesus Christ and John pointed men
away from himself to Christ and said, "Behold the Lamb of God which taketh
away the sin of the world".

Christ is the great Subject of the Bible, both in the Old Testament and the
New. He is the One whom God appointed to be the Saviour and the Redeemer of
men. "Behold the Lamb of God." We go on to read in the Scriptures: "If any
man says he has not sinned he deceiveth himself and the truth is not in him. But if
he confesses his sin God is faithful and just to forgive sin and to cleanse from all
unrighteousness. ' ' Again John says, ' 'If any man sin we have an Advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous and He is the propitiation for our sins".

Yes, here is the Word of God so immensely practical, but if you want to be a
strong Christian there are no two ways about it, you must be conversant with the
Scripures and hide the Word in your heart. Read it daily and make it a matter of
conscience if you want to grow in the Christian life.

Now, of course, there are many causes contributing to the decline of Bible
reading; the pressure of modern life is one thing which tends to crowd out the
Word. But if we allow it to do so, well, our Christian life will become enfeebled.
There is nothing can take the place of the old Book. There is rro substitute for read-
ing the text of Scripture itself. You may read all the religious periodicals and maga-
zines and literature and Bible-reading notes, but unless you read the text itself, you
read to comparatively little profit. There is no substitute for the Word of God.

What a wonderful Book, then, the Bible is! It has come to us down the
centuries. Men have done their very best at times to elterminate it, to burn it, to
eradicate it, but it lives on as strong as ever. It comes to us because God has
watched over it, as well as written it, and it is the instrument that the Holy Spirit
uses in the development of our Christian lives.

May we treasure this Volume more and more. May we not only treasure it, but
may we use it, and make practical use of it. Use the Book that we may become
men and women that God wants us to be.
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There is a chorus the children used to sing in the Sunday School, very simple,
but we could do well to heed it -

"Hide God's Word in your heart,
Hide God's Word in your heart,
His Word of love sent from above,
Hide God's Word in your heart."

Here, then, is the best of Books - Thy Word; the best of places - the heart;
and the best of reasons - "That I might not sin against thee". M.H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

.'-'PDRSONAL RECOMMENDATION

WE HAVE JUST COME BACK from a holiday on one of the Canary Islands.
We booked it from a travel brochure and did not really know what to expect. But
just before we left a friend came round to our house with a couple of maps and
some photos. She had been to the same place a few months before.

She gave us tips about where to go and what to see, and the best place to eat.
On our first evening we wondered where we would go for our meal. "Morino

soid that the El Patio Restaurant wos very good. We could try it." So on her
personal recommendation we went to the restaurant and enjoyed a lovely meal.

We might have discovered the restaurant in a tourist guide or we might have
come across it in the passing. But having it personally recommended made us go
there with much more confidence. Marina was happy to tell us something that
had worked for her and we benefited from it.

Are we personally recommending the Gospel and the wonderful provision of
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ to others? Can we tell other people that
Jesus Christ is a great Friend - you would find Him a great Friend too?

The Psalmist urges his friends to taste and see that God is good. He recom-
mends it as somethingworth trying. Not until we had actuallytried the restaurant
for ourselves could we truly appreciate how good it was. Not until we actually
trust in Jesus Christ for ourselves, do we know what a wonderful Saviour He is.

"There ore some wonderful beaches olong the south coast. You should try
them," she told us. "But the road is really dreadful -.far worse than afarm
track - very rough."

One day we decided to look for these lovely beaches. We followed the direc-
tions on the map and turned off the main road on to a cinder track - what a
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rwlh road! If we had not been warned about it we would have been sure that we
were going the wrong way. But because we had been told that the destination was
u'orth the difficult journey, we persevered. And indeed it was worth it.

We can encourage people to persevere in the Christian life. When we have
clme through a problem or a difficult time, we can be of help to others facing
a similar problem later. Jesus encourages us: "In the world ye shall have
tribulation (or troubles): but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world"
(John l6:33).

PVZZLE

The Bible is our instruction book - recommending to us the loving Saviour.
First find the missing words from the verses. The initials spell out three things
that Jesus tells us He is, which should encourage us.

l .  This is the way, ye in it. Isaiah 30.

2. lf any of you lack wisdom, let him of God. James l.

3. No chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: neverthe-

him. I Kings 18.

12. The Lord is good; for His mercy

the peaceable fruit of righteousness.

and see that God is good. Psalm 34.

the day of

"come thou with us and we will do

of the Lord. Isaiah 63.

forever. Jeremiah33.

less afterward it
Hebrews 12.

4 . O

5 .

6.

The goodness of God leadeth thee to Romans 2.

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
. Proverbs 3.

r strong hold in7.

8.

9.

10.

l l .

The Lord is
Nahum 1.

Moses said to

good,

thee good. Numbers 10.

I will mention the

All scripture is given by of God. 2 Timothy 3.

How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be God

JESUS SAID:

IAMTIIE-.THE ANDTHE-
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A Pledge of Future Joy'.u
=.. .  C. C. J.  BUTLIN (Sheff ield)

"Blessed ore the pure in heart: for they shall see God" (Matthew 5:8)

THE PREVIOUS BEATITUDE dealt with the blessedness of the merciful; the
present one indicates that the clemency of verse 7 is to be of unmixed motives;
i.e. from a pure heart. The generous kindly attitude is not to be a mere pose, an
outward expression, an isolated act, but it is to be from the heart, a heart purified
from self. "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God."
. Those who heard Jesus were familiar with: (a) ceremonial purity - the ritual
washing of hands and so forth were traditionally and scrupulously observed. And
(b) external purity - regulations regarding the washing of the outside of cups and
other vessels were carefully observed. They needed, however, to grasp the
importance, the vital necessity, of (c) internal purity - the cleansing, the purifying
of the heart, that it required to be made clean and kept clean. The holy hill of God
demands not only clean hands, but a pure heart. So David prays: "Create in me a
clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me" (Psalm 5l:10).

Blessed are all such cleansed ones, for they shall see God. This is more than a
brief glance. It is, so far as is possible for finite man, to get a view (however
partial or brief) of His loveliness, a glimpse of His heart, a sight of His love, a
vision of His beauty. This blessedness is a pledge, too, of future joy and
intimacy, when "they shall see the King in his beauty and the land that is
very far off".

We are told that this hope was the secret of Moses' endurance. "Moses had
respect unto the recompense of the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, for he
endured, as seeing him who is invisible" (Hebrews ll:26-27). One day the
redeemed of all races shall see Him as He is. "Beloved," writes John to the early
Christians, "now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be; but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him, for we shall see
him as he is. And every man that hath this hope, purifieth himself, even as he is
pure" (l John 3:3). Even now He may be seen by faith, in His manifold working in
Nature, in Providence, in History, in the sure guidance of human lives, in His
ruling and overruling, in the outworking of His plans for man's full redemption.
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." In all this may be seen -

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE HUMAN HEART IN GOD'S SIGHT

The Word of God has much to teach on this important matter. It matters not
what the world's view is; there is only one test of truth - what saith the Holy
Scriptures, God's message to men. It says:

!1 .'

i . .
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(t) The heert is the petson. The heart is that part of a person upon which the
state of the soul depends. "Out of the heart are the issues of life" (Proverbs
4:23). "As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he" (Proverbs 23:7). Nl else is
inferior - knowledge, affections and conscience. If the heart be quickened by
rhe Holy Spirit, made alive unto God, that person is a son of God, no longer far
off without hope in the world, but made nigh by the blood of Christ. He is in
Christ Jesus, "who of God is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification
and redemption" (l Corinthians l:30).

(b) The heart is that at which God looks. "Man looketh on the outwerd
appearance, God looketh on the heart" (l Samuel 16:7). Men are often content
with the performance of customary rites, observances and duties in religion, but
God looks beyond these to inward motives: "I the Lord search the heart, I try the
reins" (Jeremiah 17: l0).

(c) The heart, beyond all else, is desired by God. "My son," He pleads, "give

me thine heart" (Proverbs 23:26). We may give a great deal, in offerings, in
seryice, in worship, in the outward observances of religion, in bodily attendance,
in bowed heads and downcast eyes and in loud amens, but until we give our heart
to God, we give nothing of value. Our Article of Religion, No. I 3, put this truth
another way. It states: "Works done before the grace of Christ and the inspira-
tion of His Spirit, are not pleasant to God, forasmuch as they spring not of faith
in Jesus Christ . . . . ' ' That is, works are only accounted good works and pleasing
to God, after a person has repented, believed on Christ and surrendered his heart
in loving gratitude to the Father. Service without surrender of the heart is
counterfeit devotion. It may deceive others, it may even deceive ourselves, but it
never deceives God. The Pharisees' sacrifices in Christ's time give plain
examples of this; they were many and costly, but they were presumptuous and
useless. Our Lord said of those who offered them: "Ye hypocrites, well did
Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their
mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in
vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men"
(Matthew 15:7-9). We see from this passage and from othqr Scriptures -

. . 2. THE HEART THAT IS WRONG IN GOD'S SIGHT

Multitudes today are showing evidence of this state, with no appetite for the
things of God, no taste for spiritual things, no real cqncern about God and His
Word, His Son, His Laws or His Day. Their need is new hearts. No hearts are
born right or are right by nature. Ever since Adam and Eve fell and sin entered
the world, men and women have inherited evil hearts. "The heart of the sons of
men is full of evil" (Ecclesiastes 9:3). As Jeremiah l7:9 states: "The heart is
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked." There is one common mark
of the natural heart, the heart that is unrenewed by God, it is called in Scripture
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a stony heart. "I will take awtry the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give
you an heart of flesh" (Ezekiel 36:26).It is a fitting symbol, for -

(a) The natural heart is hard. It is unyielding. Like the granite rocks of
Cornwall's coast withstanding the Atlantic breakers century after century, the
human heart can remain unmoved by afflictions, losses, troubles, as well as by
sermons, tracts, pleading tones and tearful reproaches.

(b) The natural heart is cold. As marble statues in cathedrals never showing
feelings, so the human heart is, without the grace of the Holy Spirit, caring less
for Calvary than for football, bingo or the latest novel.

(c) The natural heart is barren. No harvest is reaped from rocks, and the top
of Snowdonfillsnobarns. Thenaturalheartisutterlybarrenof penitence, faith,
humility or compassionate love.

(d) The natural heart is dead. Speak to it, tell it of heaven or hell and it is
unresponsive, there is no spiritual life within it; it is dead and motionless about
true religion. The reason why so few believe the Gospel and serve Christ is the
hardness and deadness ofthe natural heart. Now consider -

3. THE HEART THAT IS RIGHT IN GOD'S SIGHT

Again the Word of God reveals that -
(a) The right heart is a new heart. "A new heart I will give you" @zekiel

36:26).It is a heart renewed by the Holy Ghost, with new tastes, new desires, new
joys and hopes. It has new views about the soul and sin and the Saviour. ,,Old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new" (2 Corinthians 5:17).

(b) The right heart is a broken and contrite heart. It is broken off from pride,
self-conceit and self-righteousness. It is sensitive, tender and humble.

(c) The right heart is a heart which believes in Christ alone for salvation, and
in which Christ dwells by faith. It rests all its hopes on Christ's atonement and
mediation. "with the heart man believeth unto righteousness" (Romans l0: l0).
It is a heart looking to christ for daily mercy, grace and peace. It feeds on Christ
for daily sustenance. It leans on christ and cleaves to Him. It trusts in Him as
Saviour, Physician, Guardian and Almighty Friend.

(d) The right heart is a purified heart. It is a heart delighting in the Law of
God. Its affections set on things above, it looks forward to the blessedness
reserved for the pure in heart.

(e) The right heart is a praying hesrt; It has within it the spirit of adoption
whereby it cries, "Abba, Father". It was said of Saul of Tarsus (Paul), "Behold,
he prayeth".

(f) The right heart is a heart that feels within two opposing forces. It feels,
after conversion, two conflicting principles contending for the mastery. It
knows then, by experience, the meaning of Paul's words: "The flesh lusteth
against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh" (Galatians 5:17).
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(g) The dght heart is honest and true. It is not false or divided. Its faith may be
feble, its obedience imperfect, but its religion will be real and sincere. All true
Christians, although differing on many things, are of a right heart; some have
fdlen for a season, like David and Peter, but their hearts have never entirely
dcparted from the Lord. Have I this right heart - this heart that is right with
Cad? "If our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God"
( I John 3:21). If our heart is wrong, it is time to seek the Lord, for no unrenewed,
cold, hard, barren heart will ever rejoice in heaven's delights, for "except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3). "Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they shall see God" (Matthew 5:8).

The Lost Jewel of Meditation
STAN EVERS (Potton, Beds)

THE BRITISH POLITICIAN, William Wilberforce, who worked for the
abolition of the slave trade in 1807, was seen at the height of his career walking in
London's Hyde Park with a Bible in his hand. He was memorising and
meditating on Psalm ll9, a portion of God's Word which gave him guidance
and wisdom in his political life.

A recurring theme in Psalm ll9 is meditation. But what is meditation? The
Collins Concise Dictionary defines it as "the contemplation of spiritual
matters" . That definition is good, but the definition of a I fth century Anglican
vicar, Charles Bridges, is even better: "Meditation is the digestive faculty of the
soul, which converts the Word into real and proper nourishment." Biblical
meditation is not the chanting of meaningless words or sitting cross-legged in a
trance, but intelligent reflection on the inerrant Word of God, which in turn
leads to holiness of life. I think that so much reading of the Bible and sermon
hearing bears little fruit because in our busy lives we have lost this precious
jewel of meditation.

So then, let us turn to Psalm I 19 and consider this subject of meditation. You
will find it helpful to have your Bible open as you read the comments on
the verses.

Verses 15-16. David tells us three things about meditation in these two verses:
(l) Meditation is to have respect unto thy ways (versd l5). The word "respect"

means to "contemplate". To meditate, therefore, is to consider God's works of
creation, redemption and providence. It is to ponder on His power and mercy in
the saving and keeping of our sinful souls. (2) Meditation is to delight myself in
thy statutes (verse 16). What does this word "delight" mean? Watch someone
absorbed in a hobby - for example, a stamp collector. He spends hours sorting



l2O The Gospel Magozine

his stamps and pounds acquiring new ones for his collection. His whole life
revolves around stamps! Do we show the same keenness to study the Bible and
to hear it preached? (3) Meditation is to remember God's Word - I will not
forget thy word (verse 16). Memorisation of the Scriptures is good. David
Livingstone, who gave his life to missionary work in Africa, as a lad of nine
memorised the whole of Psalm I l9! As we get older our memories begin to let us
down, nevertheless we must have an excellent heart-memory. We are not to
forget to apply the teachings of God's Word to every sphere of our lives.

Verses 23-24. Princes despised David's greatness. He did not give them five
minutes' anxious thought, rather he turned his attention to God's statutes. His
enemies relished malicious words, but he delighted in the gracious words of the
Lord. When his foes consulted together against him he sought guidance from
God through His Word. The Scriptures were his counsellors - they gave him
calm and direction in trouble. David the king called himself thy servant, he was
aware of his sinfulness and weakness before God the great sovereign.

Verse 4E. David lifts up his hands to receive God's commands which he
joyfully obeys! He does not regard these commands as irksome. To lift up the
hands was also an expression of dependence on God, it was an appeal for divine
power to carry out the Lord's commandments. We learn from verse 48 that
worship is essential to true meditation. God teaches those who come humbly
before Him in worship.

Verses 97-9E. O how I love thy law cries out David the Psalmist. Words were
inadequate to express his yearning for God's law. The more we meditate on the
Bible, the more precious it becomes to us, because it is a mirror reflecting the
Saviour's love towards us. It is impossible to love God and not to love His Word.
Wisdom comes from meditation (verses 98-100). Meditation results in hatred of
sin (verse l0l). When did David meditate? Verse 97 supplies the answer: It is my
meditation all the day. In the demands of ruling the nation of lsrael his mind
turned constantly to the Scriptures to guide him in his decisions. In a similar
manner our own daily conduct, wherever we are, must be shaped by the direc-
tives of God's law. The Christian's thoughts will instinctively spring to spiritual
topics as the point of the compass springs to magnetic north.

Verse 148. Early (verse 147) and late (verse 148) David the king mused on the
Scriptures. There were even times when he deprived himself of sleep to read
God's Word. We complain that we rarely have time for prolonged times of
meditation on the Scriptures. If we value God's Word we will organise our
overcrowded timetables to read it so that we might enjoy fellowship with God.
Prayer was the fuel which sustained meditation (verse 149).

Meditation must lead to obedience. This was the point made by Moses in his
exhortation to Joshua, the new leader of the Jewish nation: This book of the law
shsll not depart out of thy mouth; but thou sholt meditate therein day and night,
that thou mayest observe to do accordingto ollthat iswrittentherein:forthen thou
shalt make thy woy prosperous, ond thou shalt have good success (Joshua l:8).
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Unity Amongst Brethren
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(continued)

PETER KING (Stanford, Beds)

I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE _ CHRIST AND THE FATHER

WE CAN LEARN MORE of the essential nature of unity by looking closely at
the union between Christ and His Father. It was the Father's will that none of the
Church should be lost, but that all should come to eternal life. The Father loved
His people whom He had chosen from the foundation of the world, and this was
why He "gave his only begotten Son" to redeem them from all unrighteousness
and present them faultless before His presence with exceeding joy. There was an
incredible oneness of purpose in the mind of the Trinity for this to be achieved.
We cannot pry into the counsels of eternity past, but the effect of those "plans"

and "purposes" gives us some insight into their preparation. Here was unity in
perfection and we must strive to follow the example given. Verse 6leads us into
the depths of the secret, yet open, purpose of God as Jesus says, "I have
monifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine
they were, ond thou gavest them me; ond they hove kept thy word". Entrusted
into the hands of our Lord was the redemption of a people gathered out of all
nations, and without the unity which existed between Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, this would not have been achieved. The devil and all his angels were
pledged to destroy this scheme and come between Father and Son. There are
many instances of this in the Gospel record. Thanks be to God they did not
succeed, and we must learn that only as we are bound together with each other
and our Lord will we succeed in our responsibilities as co-workers with Him.

Christ said He had manifested the Father's name to His disciples. By doing
this He had:

(a) Kept them from the world and its assaults. "I kept them in thy name:
those thou gavest me I have kept, ond none of them is lost.. . . " We must be as
vigilant for each other as our Lord was for His disciples. It is so easy to lose a
trust and so break a union. Pride and self-love will soon alienate us from other
Christians and destroy the unity of the Spirit. May the Lord keep us so that we
are not lost to the ways of the world and the methods of the age.

(b) Sanctified them. "I sanctify myself, that thdy also might be sanctiJied
through the truth. " Our Lord stood where we are by setting Himself apart from
the world so that we could follow Him. It is as if He says, "I dedicate myself, I
consecrate myself, I set apart my whole self, my Person, Godhead and
Manhood, Soul and Body" (Rainsford's Lectures, page 339). Why did He do
this? "For their sakes! " What a glorious example our Lord is in all that He did.



It2 The Gospel Magazihe

Here is our path to follow, that we should set ourselves apart for His service, not
for what we get out of it but for His sake, and those whom we serve around us.
We are not officers in the Church because we want to be, but because we set
ourselves to serve the Lord as He helps us in all our infirmity.

(c) United them. Verse 2l is a pillar we can build on our foundation truths.
"That they oll may be one; as thou, Father, ort in me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us: that the world moy believe that thou hast sent me." Perhaps
we could have no better reason to display unity than that given in this verse,
" . . . thet the world might know that thou hast sent me". The example of the
local Church in the community is a very powerful one, and the Lord will bless an
example that sets the unbeliever looking at the Church and wondering at the
love displayed.

(d) Been with them. "f was with them in the world . . . I will that they be with
me where I aFn. " No better place to be than with the Lord and no better place to
show that union than in the world around us. "See how they love one another."
May the world say that of us. Jesus gave testimony of His love in showing grief at
the death of Lazarus. If we truly love our neighbour as ourselves we too will
grieve with them.

(e) Glorified them. "And the glory which thou hast given me I have given
them; that they may be one, even os we are one.. . . " This is unity indeed that He
should share His glory with us! Do we share with our fellow believers or are we
jealous when we see another blessed of the Lord with a particular gift, and
discredit them so as to bring the spotlight back to ourselves? Our Lord did not do
this. He shared His glory and so glorified them.

(f) His love in them. " . . . thqt the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be
in them, ond I in them." The more we study this subject the closer we seem to
come to our Lord. The love of the Father to the Son is far above anything we can
understand. Paul said that this love was beyond knowledge, yet here our Lord
prays that this love may be in us. It is important to note that this has now come to
pass because the prayer of Jesus was answered. The Father could do no other
than answer it. Blessed truth!

(g) Put Himself in them. Verse 26 is the ultimate source of all our joy, and
ground for all our efforts to be one with another. "I in them. " He is in us the
hope of glory and this should shine out as a beacon to other Christians and
especially to unbelievers. God help us to so live our life that it is obvious that
we have "been with Jesus",

From these seven headings we have a brief insight into the unity of the Father
and the Son. We shall now look to see how this divine union flows into that of
Christ and His Church, for without that union we cannot be united to each
other. We have seen at the outset of this article that without the foundation
truths no building of unity can be erected, and so it is, that without the close walk
of a Church with the Lord, the witness of the Church will be missing.
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- NONE OF THEM IS LOST - CHRIST IN THE CHURCH

ln verse 6 we have a striking statement from our Lord. "They have kept thy
*ord." It is important to note that Jesus did not say that they had kept,Ffts
sords, but the Father's words. We do not proclaim our Gospel or teach our
uords, but the Word of Life which is come down from the Father. It is equally
important to see that Jesus said that they had kept His Word. Although they had
failcd, as we do, the Saviour presented them to His Father as perfect Christians
rhrouglr His mediatorial work. He had kept the Word for them and presents this
ro the Father as if they had kept it themselves. Do not keep exposing each other's
faults. We should try to cover for one another and seek forgiveness, not revenge.
As I write this I know I fail. "Lord, help me to consider others better than
myself ! ' ' So the Lord commends His people to His Father. No failures exposed,
no deficiencies disclosed.

Secondly, the unity of Christ and His Church is seen in that none of the
Church is lost. Verse 12 is a very solemn verse showing us that the Scripture
should never be lightly esteemed. The son of perdition was lost as the Scripture
says, and all God's Word will be performed. So it is with the unity of the Spirit. If
r+'e grieve the Spirit He will go from us ! This has been seen all the way through the
Church's history and still is the case today. God gives Churches opportunities
and if we ignore them and go our own way we shall sow to the wind and reap the
whirlwind. Obedience is better than sacrifice.

Thirdly, we read of "joyful.filled" (verse l3). There can be no greater joythan
that which we have as Christians in unity, but this has its roots in Jesus having
ascended to the Father. "And now I come to thee; ond these things I speak in the
world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. " This joy is not just
presented and proposed to them, but is a joy to be fulfilled, realised, and entered
into. Jesus speaks of "his joy". This is the joy which He alone has to give and He
is the object of. His own personal joy is also seen in that he was prepared to
endure a cross for the joy that was set before Him. Our joy is easily blunted as we
come up against things in the world. The fellowship of the saints can go a long
way to offset this. Joy in meeting together to speak of the things of Christ, not
the so-called joy of a cup of tea and a "share". This may be appropriate in its
place, but this joy is far above the world.

Fourthly, Jesus prays in verse l5 that the saints should be left in this world.
This may seem strange at first but closer examination will show otherwise. The
union of Christ and His Church is seen by the Churcb being in the world. Sadly
the world has got into the Church and that is when the problems start. We are in
the world to learn many lessons about ourselves and Himself. In this process we
must be conformed to His image and his death and know the fellowship of His
sufferings. So we shall be more effective ambassadors for Christ and learn that
the battle is not ours, but the Lord's. These things strengthen unity and highlight
the need for it, so that we can stand together against the wiles of the devil.
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Fifthly, a consequence of the union of christ and His ctrurch is that He gives
them His glory. This is the evidence of the union, for only they who are joined to
Him receive this glory. So we see in the lower sense of our union with each other
an evidence of the union we have with Christ Himself.

. . . THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW THAT THOU HAST SENT ME

We have discovered in the foregoing the fact and outworking of the union there
is, both between christ and His Father and christ and His church. These are
essential doctrines, but will avail nothing unless they are emulated and translated
into commands and practices. The local churches have over many years been
weak through division. Some of this division is necessary to maintain a truthful
witness, but much has come about through dogma and unchristian attitudes.
The evidence in John 17 is that we must learn humility as our Lord showed so
clearly in "humbling himself". So much pride and self love is seen today which
grieves the Spirit and allows Satan to have a devastating influence. We shall not
achieve complete unity in all matters of practice and even doctrinal belief, but
isolationism in the extreme is no witness in a world opposed to the church. In
another place our Lord said, "those thot are not against us arefor us", clearly
allowing for differences of administration. Within the local Church those who
always want to be in charge must examine themselves in the light of this chapter.
Our Lord, who could claim all the "top jobs", became a servant, not a lord over
God's heritage.

In closing, just a few extracts from the article that need repeating.
(a) I have manifested thy name, said Jesus. we have a responsibility to follow

in His footsteps and concentrate on "getting the Word out". While we argue
how this should be done, the devil is getting on with his job very successfully.
Preach the Word, in season, out of season.

(b) Thine they were, He declares to His Father. We are Christ's and should
live as such. We are bought with a price and are not our own.

(c) They have kept thy word. Should we not take note of that and obey His
command to preach the Gospel to all men?

(d) Our Lord gave His all, even His life, for us. We have not yet resisted unto
blood, and we may not have to. Doubtless we could all do and give more.

In conclusion, the words of verse 20 should encourage us in our labour of love.
We may feel to be very insignifant, and that is probably a good place to be, but
may the Holy Spirit bring to our remembrance the content of that verse:

"Neither pray I for these alone,
but for them also which shall believe on me through their word"

This is Jesus our Saviour praying for us all those years ago, and His prayers
were answered.
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Justification
(Part 2)

G EOFFR EY THOMAS (AberyswvYth)

Why does God justifY?

\\'e must look at the grounds of justification. On what basis, for what reason and
*'ith what right does God justify? How can He forgive? Sometimes we take the
forgiveness of God for granted, but do you find it easy to forgive? If you can
imigine the worst possible cruelty inflicted upon you, themost heinous crime on
you-o. your family by a most evil man, would you find it easy to forgive? You
would say, I'm sure, ;'No". You would not find it easy because of the enormity
of the crime, and there would be a sense of outrage, of anger, that such ignominy
should have been heaped upon someone you loved. There would be a sense of
grievance, a cry for justice to be done.

This is ihe pioblem. How can Almighty God, "Who is light and in Him is no
darkness at all", a God who is straight, a God who is just in all His doings, how
can this God forgive the crimes, the iniquities which He sees in men and women
in His creation before His eyes day by day? From the womb we go astray
speaking lies. We drink in iniquity.like water. Read your newspapers, see how
men treit other men, women and children. I say to you, then, it is an enormous
problem for a just, a holy and righteous God to forgive. But it is not just how can
i{e forgive, but how can He impute righteousness? How can He vindicate men
and women? How can He justify them? How can there be peace so that there is
access and communion and fellowship between them? What does God's Holy
Word say in Proverbs 17:15? "He that justifieth the wicked, and he that
condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to the Lord." Here is the
paradox. Paul siys, "God is just and the justifier 9f liry_wltich believeth in
iesus" (Romans 3:26). Here is the paradox intensified. He is just when He
justifiesihe man who crucified His own Son. God is right, the Apostle says, in
vindicating the unrighteous. How can that be? Well, of course, the great answer
lies in this Letter to the Romans. There is no condemnation to a certain class, a
certain constituency of men and women, "them that are in Christ JeSuS", and it
is in that phrase "in Christ Jesus" that the whole logic of the Gospel resides, it is
in that plitut. that we have God's own justification in dealing with the ungodly
in this way.

There are two great emPhases - ;

On the righteousness of Christ and on our union with Christ. Those are the
elements,-then, taken together, on which the whole glorious foundation of the
doctrine of forgiveness, ihe righteousness of God' and peace with God, ic:;'les.

r25
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Firstly, we have this historic and moral entityin this world, on this planet, of a
Man, Christ Jesus, the Righteous Man of God. Who is He? There are two
answers the Bible gives.

The Righteousness of Christ
Christ Jesus - a Man, a real Man, an absolutely authentic Fluman Being, not
a myth, not a creation of fiction, not from a pious school, from a religiously
deluded people in the lst century. No, but a real Man, born of a woman, going
through all the normal processes of embryonic development till the full time
came, and He was born, but it was in a stable. He was born under the law,
born under the moral law, under its constraints - "Thou shalt have no other
gods before Me. Thou shalt not make any graven image. Thou shalt not take
the Name of the Lord thy God in vain. Remember the Sabbath day to keep it
holy. Honour thy father and thy mother. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not
kill. Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not lie. Thou shalt not covet."
He was born under the constraints of the Ten commandments. He was born
under the obligations of the ceremonial law - His visits to Jerusalem; e.g.
circumcision. He had to keep those thank-offerings to God for mercies received.
He was born under the whole Levitical structure. He was born under the civil
law. "Render to caesar the things that are caesar's" - temple tax, caesar's
tax. He was born under this to keep every precept in every category. This
world had seen a Man as holy as God is holy, as righteous as God is righteous,
but born in a low condition. He was not born where our father, the first Adam,
was born, in Paradise, without sin, untrammelled access and intimacy between
himself and God, not in that world, but in a world under the curse, a fallen
world, a world where men crucify other men, a world where there is blasphemy,
child abuse, gambling, where men let down other men, where they betray their
friends with a kiss. He came into this world where Satan struts as the god of this
world and comes in unashamed full frontal attack upon you to pull you down
and sow in your mind all sorts of evil temptations. He comes into a world where
He must work by the sweat of His brow. He must unload the trees from the back
of the wagon with Joseph and saw till His arms ache, and plane and work, and
deal with people who won?t pay their debts and people who complain and
grumble and take advantage of you. That is where He comes. a stressful
existence. He is tried in every point. Those temptations you know He knows -
hot, strong - when you are off-guard - repetitive, insistent - and He resists at
every step. He meets them always. He is a Human Being with an authentic
human being's psychology, a human being's physiology, a human nervous
system, sensitivity to pain, and He develops here. He grows in stature. He goes
through all the processes that we_have gone through - childhood, infancy,
boyhood, adolescence, manhood. He has gone through it all, all the time, in this
low condition. He meets it at every stage, resisting Satan and the world's
voluptuous enticements.
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Here is the righteousnffi. What a righteousness! A real Man's righteou$
ms, blameless. Look at it at any angle. Shine the light of God's omniscience
rhrough it, through His heart. Check for sins of omission; check His duties
ro God, His duties to men, to Caesar, to the local synagogue, to His family,
"blameless, holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners", "higher than the
heavens". Here it is on this earth - a Man's righteousness. But this is not
all - not just a Man. Who is He? He is a Man, but there is another answer
the Scripture gives.

kcondly, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God" (John l:l). Then, again, Thomas seeing Him falls at His
feet, saying, "My Lord and my God" (John 20:28).

So here is God the Son, who has now not left any power behind, any expres-
sion of Deity behind, but added to it now human nature and clothed and cloaked
His Deity in humanity. All the attributes of Deity, of creation, of sustained
judgment, they are all here. All thetitles of God, Jehovah, Elohim, Son of God,
Son of Man, the Ancient of Days, the Creator, they are all His. All the preroga-
tives of Deity - to forgive, to hear and answer prayer, to judge, to save, there
they are; all those great theological terms, omnipresence, omnipotence,
omniscience - "They are all to our Jesus given."

The Prophet Isaiah said, "For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and
rhe government shall be upon His shoulder; and His Name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince
of Peace" (Isaiah 9:O.

He is God; He is Man. He is one Person and He has two natures. So, here
is this righteousness which is authentically human, woven here in human
experience, but this righteousness is also Divine.Itiseternol.Itisunchangeable.
This righteousness is sufficient to cover every blade ofgrass, to clothe every grain
of sand on every beach in the world, every leaf, every atom, every molecule,
every star, every galaxy in this vast universe. This righteousness is sufficient for it
all, and this is what we hope for one day, "a new heaven and a new earth wherein
dwelleth righteousne55" - the righteousness of Christ, the whole universe
redolent with it and, when that is done, that is but a part of His righteousness,
because His righteousness is a measureless fulness.

Now we are back to this problem, how can God be just and holy and yet
forgive and justify and give us peace with Himself? The onswer is in the One I
have described to you - it is all in Jesus Christ alone, God has constituted this
righteousness in Him. He has come and He has lived this human life, yet He is the
Divine One. He is the One of whom His Father says, "This is My Beloved Son in
whom I am well pleased". That righteousness of the God Man, .F/e is the
righteousness imputed to us by God, made over to us. God declares us righteous
in Christ, in Him. How did God deal with the guilt of our sins? He imputes my
sins in their particularity, in their singularity, all of them, to Jesus Christ. "The
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Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all" so, "He borerfrr sins in His own
body on the tree."

Now, that is the pcssive obedience of Christ. During those three hours of
darkness on the cross when He cried, "My God, My God, why hast Thou
forsaken Me?", He was dealing there with our sins. God was imputing them to
Him and not sparing His own Son from all that the wicked hordes from the pit
could do against Him. The bulls of Bashan surrounded Him and God did not
spare Him from the world.

Our sins were made over to Him and His righteousness was made over to us, to
every individual believer. That righteousness of God which God Himself is
constrained to demand is in the Man Christ Jesus. It is the righteousness of the
Word made flesh; it is the righteousness of God who was also the obedient
Servant obeying even to the death of the cross, One who in every point magnified
the law of God, and I am saying to you - this is where our iustification has its
ground, its procuring cause, its substance, its motter, its content - it is found
all in Him.

Thot is the first reality - the basis in history in measured ethical response to
Divine requirements is here.

The second reality - that is that His people are joined to Him in everything
that He does in this world, in other words, here is the reality of our -

Union with Christ

In Ephesians I you have these words appearing again and again - "in Him",
"in Him", "in Christ", "because of Him", "blessed with every spiritual
blessing in Him". It is all "in Him"; "Adopted in Him"; "justified in Him".
And these blessings given to the Ephesian believers are Sure. He was never
isolated from His people. They were always joined to Him, always in His heart,
in His affections, all through His blood. Never the Head only, but always the
Head joined to the Body; never the Bridegroomto be, alwaysthe Bridegroom of
the Bride, one with her, one flesh, one bone, always the Vine from which all the
branches are receiving life and support.

He loves them personally. Christ has taken to Himself all that the Father has
given Him - a number that no man can number, like the sands on the sea shore,
unnumbered, and they ore.F/ls. He loves them individually in all the responsi-
bility of their individual lives, and He cares so passionately for them. "He loved
me and gave Himself for me," Paul says. He stands identified with them. He
stands in solidarity with them, in their sin, in their anathema. Our Substitute
takes the liability of an impoverished Bride - taken now by a Prince and a
King - taken all her debts to Himself. These are the ones He takes before God,
these are the ones He answers for through His life and in His death. He - joined

to us in our sin; we - joined to Him in His righteousness; we - condemned ii.
Christ's condemnation; we - justified in His triumph over the grave
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b, how can God be just ond yet justfi the ungodly? The answer is through
thc righteousness of God, which is by faith in Jesus Christ. The next question -

How does that righteousness become mine?
The answer is simply this - by sinful men and women despairing of hope of
slvation in anything or anyone else and entrusting themselves just os they are to
faus Christ.

Here is the one greatessentialthat God requires in order that we might be right
with Him, and that is, faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, believing upon the Lord
Jesus Christ. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved."

Now - no one has ever been soved because of faith. The New Testament
nowhere says men and women are justified through faith, through the instru-
ment, through the medium of faith. We cannot look at "my faith" and say -
"there is my evangelical obedience - there is my righteousness - there is the
ground, there is the cause of my being right with Cod". We cannot say that,
apart from falsifying the New Testament. We are moving into an introspection
and subjectivism and into endless possibilities of spiritual despair, because many
days we will not feel that we are justified. Many days we will ask the question,
"Can I be a Christian living like that?". Many days a preacher will say, "Has

God ever called me to be a minister?". Is that faith? That faith could never
justify, because it is always the faith of an imperfect man, a man that staggers
and limps and fails in his earthly life. People may say, "Oh you have got
wonderful faith", but we find it is as thin as a spider's thread. It is like a mustard
seed. It is like a smoking flax, a bruised reed. lt is always defective. It is always
"little faith".

I have never heard anyone say, "Do you know the secret of Rembrandt's great
paintings? It was his brushes"! Or Rodin, the great sculptor - "It was his
chbel"l It is an ordinary brush, it is an ordinary chisel, it is only an instrument in
the hands of a great artist. Your faith is just the hand, just an instrument. It was
rhe hand that stretched out beseeching, the empty hand stretched out to a loving
God - that's what it is. You remember in the Old Testament there were the
symbols and signs when they were still children. They brought their lambs
and their bullocks with them in the presence of the high priest - they placed
their hand on the head of the sacrifice - it was the great symbol of their guilt
being transferred; the death of another, the shedding of blood of another
for themselves. You could imagine a Bethlehem shepherd who would come
to the temple and he would bring a lamb with him; his mighty arms and hands
would be placed on the head of the lamb - he could have crushed it with his
fingers. But there would come a little old man, very frail in the last months
of his life possibly, hardly able to raise his hand, could hardly brush the hairs
on the lamb's head, but both justified, both forgiven. lt is not our faith that
lays itself on the head of the Substitute that saves us - it is the Substitute thot
soves us. In Jonathan Edwards' language: "Faith is a uniting grace - the
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purpose of your believing. The function of your faith is n6t to get justification,
not to merit it, but its function isto connecl you to the eternal, righteous Son of
God." That is what faith does. We become righteousness in Him. It is only as we
move from being outside Him to being in Him by faith, only as I come to entrust
myself to Him, only then do I stand in the righteousness of God. Only then am I
justified. Faith is the instrument. But we must also say that -

Faith is essential
We have got to say that faith is indispensable, because we live in days of new
orthodoxy, days of Barterianism, when there is a tremendous emphasis on the
triumph of God, the initiative of God, an obsession with what God has done in
the world - and an emphasis on man's response being entirely eliminated, the
preaching that says it is all of God and nothing of man, so everybody is going to
be saved - a universal salvation - doesn't matter how you respond or what you
know, because everyone is going to be saved and the gospel that these people
conceive of and distort is to go and tell people that their sins are forgiven, that
this lost world is saved.

Now that is certainly not the Gospel. If they believe they are saved; if they
come to Christ they are saved; if they are in Christ they are saved. If they are
partakers of the reconciliation they are saved. If they look to Him "all ye ends of
the earth" they are saved. They are not saved simply as men, simply as human
beings. The New Testament teaching is not just that God justifies the ungodly;
the New Testament teaching is that God justifies the ungodly who believe in
Jesus. So our great duty is to point you to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. The
proposition that I am to believe is, that if I come to Him He will save me. I
believe, not that I am saved, but that if I come to Jesus Christ alone, I will be
saved, and the commitment and the trust that I make myself is a commitment of
me, the real me, my soulto the Son of God, and all my reliance is placed, not in
the fact that I am a minister - it is not relying on my faith. My faith did not live
for me. My faith did not die for me on Calvary's cross. My faith did not rise
triumphant over death for me on the third day. All my reliance is based upon the
righteousness that God has woven in this world, in the God Man Christ Jesus,
His obedience even to the death of the cross, and I express that reliance by going
to the throne of God which is at once a throne of grace, and also the great White
Throne of Judgment. When conscience says, "What right do you have to come
to God, to your Creator, and ask Him for forgiveness when you have been the
rat you are?" , then I say, "I have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
Righteous. He Himself is the Propitiation." Faith in practice is the courage to
stand before this God pleading urgently, imploring expectantly fpr forgiveness
because Jesus died. The whole weight of my argument, the whole of my case, is
that at a certain time in human history a Man who was the Son of God obeyed
even to the death of the cross to save me. We show our faith by pleading the
Name of Christ and all that Name signifies. We show our faith by reposing every
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tir of confidence we have in the Lord Jesus Christ. I believe the proposition, if I
rdl on Him I will be saved, and, having believed that proposition, I rely on it. I
jo rirh His merits, with His obedience. I go with that to the Court, and the only
rtument that I need when I see the awesomeness, the vastness of that Throne, is
His righteousness. I can't see its height, I can't see the vastness of this God
irhout measure, but there I am, such a dirty speck, so absolutely insignificant,
end I am pleading the mighty Name of His Son who is equal in power and in
dory to God the Father - the righteousness of God - and I climb that hill and I
c it is Sinai's hill. No matter how He researches what I have done, no matter
bos He cross-examines me - no matter how He ransacks my arguments - he
rill not frnd aflaw, because it is His own righteousness, and I am going there
nirh that. That is all my plea - it is my faith - it is in Christ. It is in the righteous
Rcconciler. So, justifying faith is an instrument - but it is indispensable.

To be continued

"Thke heed therefore how ye hear"
Luke E:lE

OBERT SHEEHAN (Welwvn, Herts)

OF COURSE, it is very important what we hear and we could, no doubt, spend a
lot of time talking about what a preacher ought to preach, but the emphasis in
rhis verse is not upon what we hear, but upon how we hear. The emphasis is not
so much on the speaker and the truth he conveys, as on the hearers and the
manner in which they hear. What is the difficulty of hearing the preaching of the
Word of God? I would suggest to you that Scripture tells us, and our own
experience confirms it, that there are a number of -

AREAS OF GREAT DIITICULTY

l. Our weakness and frailty
We do get tired sometimes. If we go back to the heyday of preaching within the
British Isles, to the Puritan age, we find that a particular person was appointed in
every church to walk around with a long stick with a large brass ball on the end to
hit anybody on the head who was sleeping. So, apparently, even in the Puritan
days people slept during the preaching. I am sure that if we were to go down
through the history of preaching, however good the preaching, then there would
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be occasions when certain people would be found sleeping under the ministry
of the Word.

We are taught in the Scriptures that there are times when we ought to be alert,
watchful, prayerful, but we sleep and that is, at the very basic level, something to
which we need to pay attention. You go along to the church at the end of a hard
day (as does the preacher!) and it is so easy to come in with frailty, weakness and
tiredness of the body and to sleep, just like the disciples did in Gethsemane.
They, of course, had had a very long day and many things had happened, but
Jesus Himself had had just the same long day, and a much more trying day, and
yet He did not sleep.

When we come to listen to the Word of God we have to wake ourselves up a
little and seek to pay attention. That might sound almost carnal advice, but it is
very important because we are a very carnal people, very weak, very fleshly, very
earthly. I can tell you from the point of view of the preacher that it is a little
disheartening sometimes to watch out on a congregation where so many people
are asleep. It is not much encouragement to the preacher to be told afterwards by
those who slept that whilst they were absent in one sense they were present in
another. We often wonder what that means! So a preacher wants his congregation
to be attentive and to listen to the Word preached.

2. Our general spiritual state
The second difficulty is not so much linked with our physical frailty and tired-
ness, but has more to do with our general spiritual state, for we are told in the
Scriptures in Galatians 5:17: "For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye
cannot do the things that ye would." So there is this spiritual battle between the
flesh and the Spirit. The great problem with us as hearers is that if it is not in a
spiritual context we can listen to anything for a long time, but when it comes
down to listening to the Word of God, suddenly it becomes difficult! The
difficulty is, in part, because of our own indwelling sin, and the fact that every
time we submit ourselves to the Word of God a battle is going on. We are not
simply fighting with flesh and blood but with something else , our own selves; it is
not in the interests of our sinfulness to listen to God's Word. So we have to
recognise this difficulty in hearing because our own sinfulness is rising up within
us and trying to distract and disturb us and to cause us to think about anything
other than the Word of God. I am told sometimes that it is too difficult to listen
to preaching for any length of time, but the problem is not an ability to listen -
the problem is a lack of appetite to listen to what is'being said. This sinfulness
within us saps away our appetite for listening to the Word of God.

3. The presence of Satan
Where the Word of God is being ministered, Christ is preseht, but Satan is also
present. So in the parable of the Sower we read regarding the wayside hearers,
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"Thcn cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts" (Luke

t: l2). I am sure we all know something about that. We are listening to the Word
of God and then something else gets a grip on us and the truth is snatched away.
t'le can sit under preaching with great resolutions, but just a few moments later
rhe resolutions have gone. So there is this malevolent activity, this constant
malicious malice, the activity of Satan, to snatch away God's Word.

l. The business. distractions and anxieties of life

lbu know how circumstances, business, family, home worries, fears, illness -

name what you will - all these things can come in when listening to the Word of
God. which we had vowed we would hide in our heart, and they just surround,
;hoke and kill it until it is no more.

Remember these four things, the whole work of Satan, tiredness, sinfulness,
the presence of Satan, and the distractions of life. The more we are aware that
lisrening to the Word of God is not easy but involves great difficulties of body,
mind and soul, then the more will we realise that we must take care about ftowwe
fusren. If we simply think that to come to the house of God and listen to the Word
of God is a deed that can just be done, like turning on the radio or television, as
rhough we are not under pressures of body, mind and soul when we do this thing,
rhen we can be sure that we will not benefit from the Word of God as we ought.

WHY IS IT NECESSARY OR IMPORTANT TO LISTEN TO THE
PREACHING OF THE WORD OF GOD?

I am sure that we would recognise that if we consider something important and
n'e understand its significance, then we will give more attention to it than if we
did not think it important. The more you and I are persuaded about the import-
ance of hearing the Word of God, the more we are going to battle in order to hear
ir properly. So let me give you a few statements, backed up I believe, by the
principles of the Word of God, that have to do with the hearing of the preaching
of the Word of God. We have to say that hearing the preaching of the Word of
God is important because -

l. Our reception of salvation takes place in that context
"Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Acts 2:21).
"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans l0:17).

When I first went to Welwyn many years ago I hardly knew the congregation,
and I asked them the question, "What was the most significant factors in their
coming to faith in Christ?". There are human factors, although we know the Holy
Spirit is the most significant factor. There was a whole variety of options, such
as: Drama? Not one. Music? Not one. Christian books? not one. Reading the
Bible on their own? One. The witness of their friends? About half the congrega-
tion. The public preaching of the Word? The other half. Other methods? None.
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What would you have said if asked the same question? I would guess that, whilst
the ratio might change a little from place to place, all of us would have to
recognise that it was through the private and public preaching of the Word of
God that we came to know about the Saviour and to trust in Him. Scripture
teaches us that faith comes in the context of the preaching of the Word of God.
Now, if that is so and people are being saved in the context of the preaching of
the Word of God, for us to attend the preaching is to be in the place where people
are going to be saved.

Now, for ourselves, we may say, "I am saved", but our interest is not just in
our own salvation, but in the salvation of others. So, to be in the context of
hearing the preaching of the Word of God is to be in the place where God is
pleased to save sinners.

Then those of us who have been saved, why should we give attention to the
preaching of the Word of God?

2. It is through the Word of God that we understand God's will for all the
areas of our lives
God has given us the written Word as a sufficient record of all that we need to
know and believe today in order to please God. So, when Paul was writing what
was effectively his last will and testament he writes to Timothy (2Timothy4:3)to
direct him as he is conscious of the nearness of the approach of death and says:
"For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears", and
in effect says, "What is your duty, Timothy, in these days, coming days of
defection from the Word?". To preach the Word (2 Timothy 4:2) in order that
God's people shall be built up in the knowledge of the will of God and of their
duty to Him. We should give ourselves to the preaching of the Word because -

3. The Scriptures tell us that it is through the preaching of the Word that God
brings comfort, consolation and strength in our souls in our daily walk with God
Why do you eat? Because you want to remain strong. Because you have an
appetite. Because you enjoy eating. In the same way, why do we bring ourselves
under the ministry of the Word of God? Because it is good for our salvation and
it is good for our sanctification and growth and comfort. God has appointed this
means to do us good. So it is a method that has hindrances, but it is a method
which has benefits.

HOW ARE WE GOING TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD PROPERLY?

The first thing when we come to the ministry of God's Word is that we must
come with an attitude of submissive expectation. I suppose this is best illustrated
for us in Acts 10:33 when Cornelius sends to Peter and says to him: "Thou hast
well done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here present before God,
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b bcar dl things that are commanded thee of God." I wonder when we gather
under the ministry whether we gather with a realisation that we are in the
;' ence of God and we have come to hear those things which are commanded
drc preacher by God. It makes a lot of difference if we come into God's presence
m rhat way.

But it is not just a matter of expectation and submission to God's Word, it is
dso a matter of faith, drawing out the truth of the Word by faith, hearingwhat is
bcing said and receiving what God has to say to us. The writer to the Hebrews
makes the complaint concerning the Jews in Hebrews 4:2: "For unto us was the
locpel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit
tfiem , not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. ' ' Really there is no benefit
rn hearing the Word of God in a "take it or leave it" attitude. We hear the Word
of God properly when we hear it with faith, when we receive and believe what
God has to say to us.

It is also a matter of coming in dependence, so that as we come near to God we
rtcognise our weakness, our frailty, our inability to rightly understand, believe,
receive or obey His Word by ourselves. What agreat emphasis on this there is in
the Old Testament. In Psalm 119 the Psalmist says: "Open thou mine eyes, that I
may behold wondrous things out of thy law" (verse l8). We need that sense of
inadequacy, the help of His Spirit. I find when I am going to do a series in the
ministry and maybe I have preached through a passage of Scripture or a book of
Scripture years ago, that I do not come back, if I can help it, to what I said then.
Obviously you build upon what you said then, but you come to a book again
knowing that, if you knew anything last time, you did not know it as well as you
should, and now you must know it again, and you must hear with new hearing
and see with new seeing as you come to the same old Word of God. You must
come with that dependence upon God's enlightenment and illumination, help
and assistance. Even verses of Scripture you have known for years can light up in
a new way and can feed your soul.

So you come expectantly, believingly and dependently, asking God to cause
His Spirit to breathe upon the Word and to bring to light the truth as you listen to
the exposition of that Word. Then you come to listen to the Word with -

A DESIRE TO OBEY

It seems to me that it is obscene for people to study the Scriptures without the
slightest intention of believing them or obeying them. It seems that it is possible
for people to spend the whole of their lives in an academic study of the
Scriptures, and study them in minute detail, but they believe nothing of what
they study and they put nothing into practice. It is an exercise as though they
were reading some textbook.

We must not come in a critical way as though we are dissecting the thoughts of
God and passing judgment on them. In Hebrews 4:l2we read: "For the word
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of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. " It pierces even dividing
things that we cannot divide, and it discerns the thoughts of our hearts, and so
the picture given us is this, that it is not as we hear the Word of God that we iudge
if, but, as we hear it, ir judges as. It exposes our hearts to the eyes of Him before
whom nothing is hidden.

One of my friends said once about certain people who were approaching the
Bible with a great deal of academic zeal, that they had spent so much time
wrestling with the meaning of the Word that they had forgotten that the Word
was given to wrestle with them, and I am sure that is right. The Word is given to
wrestle with us, to fight with us and our own unbelief and false beliefs, false
behaviour, our sinfulness and waywardness. As we come under the Word of
God we have to come seeking that the Word of God would search us and reveal
those hidden and wicked ways in us. We have to come listening to the Word of
God as the Instruction Book of Heaven, so that what God says to us is obeyed.
James says so powerfully in his Epistle, l:22: "But be ye doers of the word, and
not hearers only, deceiving your own selves." So the Word of God when it is
properly heard becomes to us an Instruction Manual for our minds - but, much
more than that, it becomes to us the Directory of God to our hearts, thoughts
and lives.

Now we will come back to where we began. Let us imagine that you come to sit
under the Word as though there were no problem, no difficulty, no battle to be
fought, there may be something that will interest you, but you come not seeking
the good and benefit of your soul and the development of your walk with God.
You come without a spirit of dependence and without faith that is longing to hear
what God has to say to you, without any intention of obeying and being
moulded and shaped by the Word of God, then you will very probably go away
from that place totally dissatisfied and wondering whether you actually
accomplished anything by going, and, if a group come in that way it will have a
deadening effect upon the health and life of the Church and on the vigour and
vitality of the worship and the ministry. But if you come aware that tiredness, the
problem of your indwelling sin, the temptations of Satan and the distractions of
the world must be overcome, that you must give attention to the Word of God,
knowing it is the fat and marrow for your souls to do you good and to bring you
into an ever-increasing and ever-vital relationship with God, dependent upon
the Spirit, with an attitude of expectancy and faith, wanting to hear what God
has commanded to be said, hungering and thirsting to listen to God and be
directed in your beliefs and corrected in your thoughts and shown the way that
you should go - then you will not go home disappointed. If many of you come
like that time and time again, under the Word of God, then it will bring a great
deal of vigour and vitality into your worship and into the preaching, because
such hearers draw from preachers good, helpful preaching.
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SO WHAT DOES THE PREACHER WANT?

Fle wants people who pray for him and he wants people who really believe
:hat the Word of God that is preached is essential, vital, important, significant
and necessary.

Keep
ISA A.  BUCKLEY

THE LITTLE WORDS of Scripture are so precious, the oldest and the youngest
can grasp something of their meaning. Let us look at the little word KEEP. We
find many words of promise from the Lord to His people, and words too of
command for us to obey.

I)euteronomy 32:10: "He found him (Israel) in a desert land, and in the waste
howling wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the
apple of his eye."

Psalm lTzE: " Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of
thy wings."

Psalm l2lz5'. "The Lord is thy keeper."
Isaiah 26:3: "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind (thoughts,

imaginations) is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee."
Isaiah 42:6: "I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine

hand, and will keep thee."
Isaiah 27:32 "I the Lord do keep it (you and me); I will water it every moment:

lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day."
2 Timothy l:l2z "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is

able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day."
I Peter l:5: You, "who are kept by the power of God through faith unto

salvation ready to be revealed in the last time".
How wonderful is the love and grace of God toward us, calling us to salvation

in Christ, keeping us every moment of the day and night in His love and care.
What vivid pictures our "thoughts" can paint of the future and the trials which
may come to us, but He bids us rest in Him and He will keep us in peace.

The great day of the Lord's return in power and glory is drawing near and only
in Him is safety to be found in the day of judgment.

Exodus 20:8: "Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy."
Proverbs 4:23: " Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues

of l i fe."
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Psalm 34:13: "Keep thy ton$ie frdir evil, and thy lips frorftseaking guile."
Psalm ll9z4z "Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts."
John 14:23: Jesus said, "If a man love me, he will keep my words".
If we love the Lord He tells us that we will learn to keep His day, our hearts,

our tongues and His Word.

..THE LORD BLESS THEE AND KEEP THEE''
(Numbers 6:24)

Great Peace Have They
F. J. HARRIS (Cheltenhaml

"Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shatt offind them"
Im Il9:165)

THE PSALM from which the above verse is taken, is the longest and, in the
judgment of many, the most wonderful of all the psalms. It is a great epic poem
celebrating not, like Homer's lliad, the glories and victories of some earthly
conqueror, but the glories of the sacred Scriptures, that divine truth which
triumphs against opposition and conquers all its adversaries. It was because of
its great theme that Philip Henry, father of Matthew Henry, encouraged his
family to meditate on a verse of this psalm each day, thus going over it twice a
year. "That," he said, "will bring you to be in love with all the rest of Scripture."

In verse 165 we see a character described, a blessing bestowed and a
promise made.

1. A character described - those who love God's law
That is, those who love the whole of God's revelation, His Word in its entirety.
As soon as we read of love we realise that we are in the realm of the heart. Here
are described those who are devoted to the Word of God, whose passion is the
Word of God. Where there is love, the heart is moved. A man may be familiar
with many facts which in no way affect his heart. He may have a vast knowledge
of history, of law, or of science, without his affectipns being involved at all.
That in no way affects his expertise as a historian, a lawyer ora scientist. It is not
so with the Word of God. If the cold light of knowledge is not accompanied by
the warm sunshine of love, then heart and life will not be affected and there will
be no faith and no blessing. Tragically a man may be a learned theologian or
prominent religious leader and not even be a Christian, if his heart is not moved
with love for the Word of God.
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God's truth does indeed come first to the mind to be believed, but it must go
frm the head to the heart. Its power must be felt, its beauty admired, its
ruffiency rejoiced in. It must be loved - as the psalmist loved it (verse 97).

The whole stanza, of which verse 165 is a part, illustrates and amplifies what is
ncant by loving God's law. It is -

h ) To st and in awe of it (verse I 6l ). Whoever loves God's law will have a holy
ncterence for it. We read in Nehemiah 8:5 that when Ezra opened the book of the
las, all the people stood up. Even the heathen king Eglon arose when Ehud said,
"l have a message from God unto thee" (Judges 3:20). Isaiah wrote of God's
rcXard for those who "tremble at his word" (Isaiah 66:2). In almost every
:nodern version of the Scriptures, words, verses and sometimes whole passages
are omitted - not only those which, in the opinion of the translators are
.-onsidered doubtful, but also words which were found in the manuscripts they
used but which they considered it unnecessary to translate. Does that indicate a
rwerence for the Word of God? Rather is it folly, arrogance, wickedness - and
dceit, for in one popular version the translators state that their first concern has
been accuracy of translation.

Do we stand in awe of God's Word? Not objecting to parts of it which cut
across our prejudices, not listening to the strident voices of many in our society
roday whose opinions and practices run contrary to the Word of God? Those
rr ho truly love God's law stand in such awe of it that they dare not speak a word
against it. They know that objections to any part of it arise from carnal pride and
a sinful refusal to conform thought and practice to biblical standards.

The very first chapter of the Bible presents a challenge concerning our attitude
ro the whole of it. tt is a word of authority and power and majesty. It is the key to
all the rest of Scripture, for it reveals God as Creator and man as creature. Those
* ho love God's law stand in awe of such a statement and recoil instinctively from
any theory which speaks against it.

(b) To love God's law is to rejoice in it (verse 162) - in discovering some new
understanding of the greatness of God or the glory of Christ; in lighting on some
precious promise or coming to a clearer view of some doctrine. When Spurgeon
first came to an understanding of the doctrines of grace he wrote: "How did my
soul rejoice as I saw the God of love in His sovereignty, immutability, faithful-
ness and omnipotence." And can we not imagine something of Martin Luther's
rejoicing when the blessed truth of justification by faith first dawned upon his
soul as he studied the Word of God?

(c) To love God's law is necessorily to have very sttongfeelings about what is
contrary lo i/ (verse 163). It is to hate and abhor all heresy and false doctrine,
though that will bring accusations of being too dogmatic, too ihtolerant, too
uncharitable. We need not regard such accusations with very much concern for
rhey will not be made by those who love God's law and we are not to be
influenced by what any others may say.
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(d) To love God's law is to befull of grateful praise (verse 164). When we read
and understand we ought not only to rejoice but also to praise God - even for
His righteous judgments. In that glimpse of heavenly worship recorded in
Revelation l5:3f we hear those who have been made perfect in holiness praising
God, like the psalmist, for His righteous judgments.

(e) To love God's law is to be obedient to it (verses 166-168). Any other
response is no more than hypocrisy. To profess love for the Word of God and to
disobey its precepts is to bring upon oneself the Lord's rebuke. "Why call ye me
Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say?" It indicates a clear need to hear the
words of the apostle John: "My little children, let us not love in word, neither in
tongue; but in deed and in truth" (l John 3:18).

2. A blessing bestowed - "Gttat peace have they which love thy law"
What a choice blessing peace is and here we read of "great peace". There are
many kinds of peace. There is the peace which is the opposite of war; there is the
peace of freedom from anxiety; the peace which a good conscience brings; the
peace of a settled condition. The peace described in the text is the fruit of loving
God's law and is therefore the many-sided peace which belongs to those who
receive, believe and seek to obey the Word of God with a glad heart. It includes:

(o) Peace with God. We hear the Gospel, we believe it and being justified by
faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. This is indeed
great peace.

(b) There is the peoce of God which passeth all understanding, the deep peace
in the heart which remains in spite of all outward disturbances. It comes from the
conviction that God's way is perfect and that all things work together for good to
those who love Cod and are the called according to His purpose.

(c) There is the peace that comesfrom the knowledge that we da not have to
work for our solvation. To cease from our own works is to enter into rest
(Hebrews 4: l0) and to enjoy the blessedness of which David wrote (Romans 4:6f).

(d)rhereoo'"':,{:,"#^":^i:r:::r::::::";:::ratvingdevit'

And tells me of the guilt within; '

Upward I look and see Him there
Who made an end of all my sin."

(e) There is peace in spite of dfficulties in understandlng. Some are troubled
by so-called intellectual problems. Those who love God's law, though they may
find much they cannot fully explain or understand, have peace of heart because
they know that God does all things well. They do not abandon their intellects,
but they rest in the absolute conviction that God is true. They read that, "The

secretthingsoo'"'.,T;"":l^:'":::;;,1,"-",:;'iilffi:;:2e:2e)andso:

Ihere faith prevails and love adores."
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These are some of the blessings bestowed on those who humbly receive the
rruth of the Word they love.

3. A promise made - "Nothing shall offend them"

Does this mean that they shall never be offended? Of course not - sin is an
offence to every believer, but the meaning of the word here is "to cause to
stumble", or "to turn out of the way". Those who love God's law, come what
may, shall certainly persevere to the end. Nothing shall cause them to fall from
grace. What said Job? "The righteous shall hold on his way" (Job l7:9).

Shall tribulation come? It is expected - John 16:33. Shall difficulties
or daunting duties face us? Our Saviour told us no less - Luke 9:23. Shall
rhe Church pass through low times? Her ultimate triumph is assured -
\tatthew 16:18' "His kingdom cannot fail,

He rules o'er earth and heaven;
The keys of death and hell
Are to our Jesus given."

Loving God's Word is what prepares us for everything. Nothing else can,
neither wonderful feelings nor marvellous experiences. They fluctuate, but the
Word of the Lord endureth forever.

What is our response to the challenge of this verse? Can you, can I, honestly
say that we'love God's law - with the kind of love that the verses surrounding
rhis text demand? We shall not be able to speak it, defend it, nor shall we want to
obey it, if we do not love it.'

Let us seek for grace so that like our blessed Saviour, that One who is the
Incarnate Word, we shall love and live bythe Word of God. Thus, and onlythus,
shall we know the blessings of "great peace" and discover, to our amazement,
rhat nothing can turn us out of the way.

Cassette Recordings

MANY READERS will remember the late Kenneth W. H. Howard, who served
in the ministry for 52 years. He was a subscriber to The Gospel Magazine for
27 years. Besides holding pastorates totalling 30 years, Mr. Howard preached in
well over 300 places throughout the U.K.

Mrs. Margaret Howard holds cassette recordings of about 400 of her late
husband's sermons and would like to make them freely available, particularly
ro those who are unable to attend a place of worship. Requests will be handled
for Mrs. Howard by David Burbridge, 149 High Street, Melbourn, Royston,
SG8 6,{T, Telephone No. 01763 2ffi461. A list of subjects is available.
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Book Reviews
For Our Lord and His Day. H. J. W. Legerton. pp.344. f10.00 (hardback).

This book covers the work of the Lord's Day Observance Society from its
beginning in l83l to 1977 , written by a former Secretary. It goes into great detail
and gives absorbing accounts of the work over the years and will prove
invaluable to those who have interest in the L.D.O.S.

No one was better qualified to write the history than Harold Legerton, who
spent so many years in the work. He used his time in retirement to great purpose
in writing the book which must have included much research.

Alas, he did not live to see the book completed, but this has been undertaken
by his widow, who shared wholeheartedly in her husband's work.

Mr. Legerton was for some years a Trustee of The Gospel Magozine andoften
contributed articles to our pages.

We hope the history of the L. D.O. S. will have a wide circulation. M.H.

On the Eve of the Atonemenf. Peter Trumper. Evangelical Press. pp. 176.
f5.95.
Here the reader is taken chronologically through the period from the Last
Supper to the Crucifixion. The book provides a detailed and devotional study of
the events, and explores the personalities and reactions of all the participating
characters. Appealing totally to the authority of Scripture, Mr. Trumper uses
many references to Old Testament prophecy, Gospel narrative and the Epistles.
The last chapter draws attention to the way in which the Atonement fulfilled
"once-for-all" the purposes of the various Old Testament sacrifices.

This book is recommended for the serious seeker after truth, and contains an
evangelistic challenge. It will also remind believers of something of the depth of
our Lord's sufferings on our behalf. All in all, it is an invitation to "Consider

Him that endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself. . . . " J.H.

Church - No Spectator Sport. A theological and practicaljourney in search
of spiritual gifts. F;nc E. Wright. Evangelical Press. pp. 44E. f9.95.

This is one of the most fascinating books I have read in years. The author, a
Canadian, in early life spent nearly twenty years as a missionary in Pakistan.
Returning to his native land, he pastored for nine ydars at Long Beach Baptist
Church, Toronto, before taking up an itinerant ministry.

The book is exceptionally well indexed. There are most helpful sections on
Biblical Parameters; the Speaking Gifts; and the Serving Gifts.

In an age when there are so many extremes exhibited by individuals and
Churches, it is encouraging to read, "truth needs to be held inbalance. Believers
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ru$ steer a course between legalism and licentious freedom. Teachers need to
cnphasize all doctrines; depravity as well as redemption; sovereignty as well as
luman responsibility; the body of Christ as well as individual liberty;evangelism
5 well as eschatology."

Theauthor's gift in writing moulds the various strands into a coherent whole.

J .C.

fiu Gospel - Did Paul and Jesus Agree? Peter Barnes. Evangelical Press.
p. rr2. f3.95.
This Australian author quotes almost 100 references from a wide range of
rriters to answer the question in his book title. More importantly he gives ample
scriptural references, about Paul's knowledge of Jesus' life; His words; the
ahoes of His words; the basic Gospel in Paul and Jesus; the aspect of the
Christian life in Jesus and Paul; Paul and the other apostles; and, finally, Paul
as Christ's ambassador.

In summary, it can be said that Paul was authoritative, but not authoritarian,
restrained but not vacillating, humble but by no means servile. In his person, he
\new that he was nothing more than a sinner saved by God's free grace in Christ;
as an apostle, he knew he was God's chosen instrument to make known His
revealed truth.

The Scripture quotations are from the New King James Version and the
\ew International Version. 

J.C.

.4 Journey in Grace - A Theological Novel. Richard P. Betcher.
Lvangelical Press. pp. 183. f,5.95 (paperback).

This short book is really a theological textbook disguised as a novel, dealing as it
does with a young student pastor's search for a fuller understanding of his faith.
Confronted with the word "Calvinism" he embarks on a search for its biblical
meaning and practical relevance to Christian living, through talking to his
college lecturers, fellow students and girlfriend, and through his own thoughtful
and thorough research.

Detailed study of Bible passages is interwoven with unfolding events in the
young man's life which show that his devotional and academic studies formulate
principles that are worked out in life - "our doctrine determines our conduct".

Although the fictional framework is somewhat f4cile, this book could be a
useful aid to Bible study for Christians wishing to think through the basic tenets
of the faith and "know what they believe". ,

The author holds a doctorate of theology from Concordia Theological
Seminary, St. Louis, U.S.A., and is a Christian minister of long experience.

Subject and scriptural indices are supplied at the end of the book. 
J.H.
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In the Beginning God Created . , . A Consideration of Biblical Creation.
J. H. John Peet, B.Sc., M.Sc., Ph.D., C.Chem, F.R.S.C. Grace Publications.
pp.122. t4.95.
It is assumed that the reader starts from a similar theological base to the author,
that is, the Bible is the Word of God and our primary source of God's revelation,
utterly reliable in all that it offers.

Dr. Peet serves on the Committee of the Bible Creation Society and is a
member of the editorial team of Origins. He is an elder at Chertsey Street Baptist
Church, Guildford. Like him, we need to have a special interest in the chemical
implications of the origins of life and the biblical doctrine. J.C.

Balancing the Books. Micah and Nahum simply explained. Welwyn
Commentary Series. Michael Bentley. pp. 128. f4.95.
In this commentary, Michael Bentley shows that these prophecies are still
relevant for God's people today. The Lord is still in control over the nations and
the lives of individuals and one day He will balance the books as all will have to
give an account of themselves to Him. Yet for those who trust in Him He is still,
to use Nahum's words, "a refuge in time Of trouble" and the messenger is still
"one who brings good news and who proclaims peace". The Evangelical Press
have added a helpful addition to the Welwyn Series. J.C.
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