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Editorial
MANY AT THIS TIME of the year are looking forward to getting away for a
holiday. A period of rest and relaxation in these days is not a luxury but a
necessity - we need a break from the unceasing and unvarying routine. A
holiday sometimes helps us to see things in their right perspective.

The New Testament records how the Lord Jesus Christ discerned the disciples'
need of a break and invited them, "come ye yourselves apart and rest awhile".
Both Master and disciples needed a rest for they were under heavy pressure and
in great demand. They had flung themselves heart and soul into their work and
were ready for a vacation. How thoughtful the Lord was for their comfort. He
did not wish to overwork them and did not expect from them more than their
bodily strength could bear.

The disciples were accustomed to hard work, the majority of them were
fishermen; they knew what it was to battle with wind and wave, to labour
through the long dark night. They discovered, however, that the work of the
Gospel was more fatiguing still. Spiritual service always costs.

"come ye apart and rest awhile." The words of the Saviour are full of tender
consideration. We too need to avail ourselves of this invitation for refreshing
and renewal; we need periodic rest to recoup and refresh ourselves. we need to
withdraw from the usual routine of life and to wait upon the Lord and so renew
our strength.
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Three Would-be Followers
A Sermon by the Editor

Luke 9:57-62

WE HAVE HERE three very interesting people who were faced with the
challenge of discipleship; thumb-nail sketches of three very different men who
came into contact with the Lord Jesus Christ, and all of them were asking for
discipleship. This interview reveals our Lord's marvellous insight into human
temperament. You remember how John writes at the end of his second chapter
that Jesus needed not that any should testify of man, for He knew what was in
man, and here that truth is wonderfully illustrated. The Lord could read the
hearts and minds of these men who were candidates for discipleship. Then in
these verses there are three short sayings of our Lord of particular interest
addressed to three different people - their names are not known, but each is
addressed in the way that his character requires. I think you will find that the
passage is specially intended to provoke self enquiry.

Let us look, then, at these three men who were candidates for discipleship and
first in verses 57 and 58 -

THE IMPULSryE ONE

This man said, "Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest". Here is a
man who speaks under impulse, and notice what our Lord said to him: "Foxes
have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man hath not where
to lay his head," and our Lord addressed that reply to one who offered to be a
disciple on his own account. Now the offer sounded well and we must give credit
where credit is due. It was certainly in advance of many for there were thousands
who heard the sermons of our Lord Jesus Christ in the course of His ministry
who never thought of taking up discipleship, and yet this man spoke without due
consideration. If you turn to Matthew's account of it you will find that this
particular man was a Scribe. He was, therefore, a man of some ability. He came
from a group who were increasingly antagonistic towards our Lord, but this
scribe did not carp or criticise; he was warm, he was hearty, he was enthusiastic,
and he was certainly confident, but, having said that, it was a lightly uttered vow;
there is almost a jaunty air of complacency about the man and his promise to
follow christ. He was impressionable and he hastened to pledge his allegiance.
Notice how beautifully our Lord dealt with him, for our Lord is wonderfully
gentle. "He will not break the bruised reed or quench the smoking flax." He
speaks no rebuke and he does not reject the proper devotion - He simply
answers the man by a quiet statement of all that is involved in discipleship. He
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knew that the man was empowered with enthusiasm and the Lord also knewthat
the man's faith was shallow. He knew his impulse had been much too quick and
so He asked him calmly to weigh the consequences and to count thi cost of
discipleship. So the Lord said, "Foxes have hbles and the birds of the air have
nests " - God in Hiscreative wisdom provided for the foxes a home and a refuge
and likewise for the birds a place that they could recognise as home - but fre
said, "The Son of man hath not where to lay his head,'.-How wonderful! Do you
remember Paul saying,- "Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus christ, ihat
though he were rich yet for your sakes became poor, that ye through his poverty
should be made rich"? "The son of man hath not wherj to lay his head,,' and
when you lay your head down on a comfortable pillow and settli down to iteep it
would perhaps be a good thing to recall this veise.
_ so the Lord speaks to this man about the cost of discipleship and points to
Himself how that it meant for him homelessness and ostraiism and thai it might
mean for him a similar thing - loneliness and frustration and poverty, yer, and
even pain. "count the cost," said our Lord. oh the man had been carriid along
by the fervour of the meeting and our Lord's object was not to repel but to avoil
a misunderstanding. ^He tells him to prepare for hardness. This was the message
the apostle Paul had for Timothy. "Therefore endure hardness as a good soldiir
of Jesus christ." This man must weigh calmly what he has taken on hand. He
must not imagine that christ's service is all pleasure and smooth sailing. The
Lord would have no one enlist under false pretences. He would have it dijinctly
understood that there is a battle to be fought and a rest to be won, that we muit
contend with the world, the flesh and the devil. He did not wish to iliscourage the
man but He wanted him to know the truth and wanted him to know too that
the would-be disciple must have about hinr an air of detachment leaving every
entanglement which would hinder progress; and isn,t that again the meslage of
the apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 2: "Every man that warretl will not entingle
himself with the affairs of this life"? count the cost. If you know anything of
Church history you will know that this has been one of tire great failings of-the
Church down the centuries of enlisting men without setting blfore themihecost,
and filling the ranks with every volunteer that comes along. So our Lord says to
this first man that it is not a case of excited feelings but an eilightened heart. This
man was fascinated but he was not convinced. His was a superficial devotion,
and what is the result? As far as we know - complete silence. It is doubtful if the
man followed. Here, then, is the impursive man: ,,Lord, I will follow thee
whithersoever thou goest" and, says the Lord, "count the cost.',

Notice the second man. We can describe him as -

THE CAUTIOUS ONE
"lgffer me," he says, "to go and bury my father." In other words, this man
said: "I will enlist as a disciple - but not yet . . . not yet." what a contrast! The
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first man exuberant, nothing would hold him back; the second man was a
different cut altogether, he was sombre - he was unemotional, he was rigid.
Here our Lord took the initiative. He said to him, "Follow me". Now notice,
not all are alike. Some impulsively rush to offer their service, and others retire
into seclusion fearing they are unequal to the demands that will be made on
them, and our Lord has no set way of dealing with people. He assessed the
individual and He dealt with him accordingly, and so with the first man He uses
the bridle, He holds him back, represses the too willing man, and here He uses
the spur, He stimulates the man that is too sluggish. But notice his reply: "Let me
first go and bury my father." This man is over cautious. At first sight it seems
most reasonable that the Lord would agree to this request, but when you think a
little about it, it was only in the nature of an excuse because in the East burial
takesplacethesameday.Ithasto, becauseof theclimaticconditions, andif the
man's father had been dead he would not have been listening to our Lord, he
would have been back home dealing with the arrangements.

I was reading in Dr. Griffith Thomas' Studies in St. Luke's Gospel and he
says that Professor George Adam Smith once offered a Scottish education to the
young son of a Bedouin Chief, and this young fellow said, "Allow me, Sir, first
to go and bury my father" . . . and his father was stood at his side. So, get the gist
of it, it was not a reason, it was only an excuse. It was a polite phrase for putting
off the matter for a more convenient time. The man was really playing for time.
He began to make excuse. You remember the story of the wedding feast. They
had all been warned in advance when it was going to be held and everything was
ready and the invitation went out and we read that "they all with one accord
began to make excuse". This was the excuse that this man brought forth: "Let
me go and bury my father." To him the call of Christ was of secondary
importance. He very much took up the attitude of Felix in the Acts of the
Apostles when, you remember, Paul had been preaching of judgment and
temperance and righteousness and, although Felix trembled, he said, "Go thy
way, when I have a more convenient season I will call for thee, I will hear thee
again". And it was the same with this man here - "At a more convenient season
I will take up the challenge of discipleship."

But, notice again, this man did not despise or scoff at the claims of Christ,
but he put other things first, like many who intend to embrace the Gospel, to
become a believer, but at a more convenient season. They are almost persuaded,
and yet they are not there. They want to make the best of both worlds and our
Lord's word in the Sermon on the Mount was this: "Seek yefirst the kingdom
of God and his righteousness and all these things shall be added unto you."
Notice the startling reply that our Lord gave: "Let the dead bury their dead."
It is as though our Lord said: "Let the spiritually dead do the work that
demands no spiritual life." "The unquickened can bury dead bodies. Give
precedence to primary duty!" Here, then, is the cautious man - "At a more
convenient season."
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Notice the third one. How shall we describe him? we will give him the
name of -

THE VASCILLATING ONE
. . . because the man said to Him: "I will follow thee, but let me first go and bid
farewell to those at home at my house." He was sincere as far as it w;nt, but he
temporised. He volunteered to follow but his offer of service was marred by his
interposing this request, "But first let me go and bid farewell to those who aie at
home at my house". Again, it seems reasonable, but when you know the
background and you remember that Eastern salutations and leave-takings were
long and involved, it presents quite a different picture, because in the inteival the
man's feelings could change. The Lord knew that if a man went home and took
his long farewell, at length his family would argue him out of his desire to be a
disciple, and some natures need a complete severance from the past.

Now it is interesting when you think of the call that Elijah issued to Elishawho
succeeded him in the prophetic office, and remember Elisha said, ,,Let me, I
pray thee, kiss my father and my mother and I will follow thee" and that request
was granted because Elijah knew that Elisha was sincere in his response to the
call to service. You remember when our Lord bid Matthew leave the toll booth,
the place of custom and follow Him, how Matthew arranged immediately a feasi
and this almost seemed to be a delaying tactic, but it was not, and our Lord did
not forbid it. Indeed, our Lord went and graced that gathering with His own
presence. But the Lord saw to the very depths of this man's heart and knew that
he must make a break and make it there and then - a break that was clean and in
which there would be no going back. Following christ makes great demands.
There must be no "almost persuaded" about it, and it is impossible to serve
christ with a divided heart. If we are looking back to the world, then we are not
really fit for discipleship. The Lord will not share His throne with anyone. He
must have the whole of our heart or none.

Then notice the Lord's words to this man : "No man having put his hand to the
plough and looking back is fit for the kingdom of God. ' ' oui Lord was a Master
at illustration and every ploughman worthy of the name will stay at his plough
until the task is finished. The plough needs constant and undivided atteniion]it
needs tremendous concentration and the ploughman furthermore who sets out
to plough a field must be prepared for difficult patches; he will encounter the
stones and roots and rough ground and any half-hearted attempt at such an
enterprise will only damage the plough and spoil the work. , ,No man having put
his hand to the plough and looking back is fit for the kingdom of God.,' wtrit a
solemn word from the lips of our Lord!

well, notice, this man interposed a "but". FIe said, ',Lord I will follow thee",
but this was the condition. Is there e "but" attached to our service? Have we goi
reservations? Are we holding back along one line or another? oh. there is still a
great need for thorough, unflinching, whole-hearted decision. Remember those
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solemn words at the end of Hebrews l0 where God says: "If any man draw back,
my soul takes no pleasure in him' ' - no drawing back. And on the opposite side,
cdl to mind the words of the apostle Paul, an aged man in prison, and what is his
attitude? Does he think he has done as much as he can ever do and that he will
spend the last few days as comfortably as possible? Not at all. Read again
Philippians 3 and there the apostle is in prison, an old man, as I say, and this is
what he says: "This one thing I do, forgetting the things which are behind, I
press forward to those things which are before. " Here is a man bent on progress
to the very end of his days. Paul certainly fulfilled our Lord's expectation of
having set his hand to the plough to the very end.

So here is our Lord's word in His dealings with three very different indivi-
duals. The first the impulsive man to whom He says, "Count the cost" - and
that word comes to us today to count the cost before we take on the Lord's
service. The second man was of a different order and the Lord said to him,
"Come without delay". This man was too hesitant. He was too slow. And the
third man, the vascillating man, the Lord said to him, "Come without reserve".
This man was too sol.

So then we see from these three men the cost of discipleship, and it is no less
today than it was in the days of our Lord when He trod this earth of ours. we see
the claims of discipleship. He wants all we have got, all of us. We see the
conditions of discipleship, that we fulfil them.

Well, these are very solemn searching words aren't they? But they are written,
they are preserved, for our learning, and may God speak to us today. It may be
that He has challenged one or another along these lines, but may we have grace
indeed to respond as we ought and to give Him the glory and the praise, to inlist
whole-heartedlyin His service who gave somuch for us. M.H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

TIIE GIFT OF BOOXS

HOW MANY BOOKS do you have in your house? If your house is like mine,
you will have lots. Probably a big bookcase full and books beside your bed. Do
you realise that books are a gift from God? Do you use this gift properly?

we recently visited Hong Kong where we met one man whose life's work is to
bring Bibles and Christian literature to the Chinese people. He told us with tears
in his eyes of how he feels when he visits the chinese church groups and they ask

f
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him, "Have you brought a book for us?". He has never enough books to
satisfy the need and sometimes he has to say, ,,No, I'm sorry. I have no
books left."

The Christians in China and in many other parts of the world would tell us that
we have a wonderful gift from God when we have such easy access to good
books. None of us has very far to go to a bookshop or library. tiow importJrrt to
make sure we use this gift and do not despise it.

The apostle Paul was keen on his books too. when he was in prison in Rome
near the end of his life, he wrote a letter to his friend Timothy. ,,There are two
things I need you to bring to me when you come to visit me. I need my coat which
I left at Troas. And I want you to bring my books.,' Even when he was in prison
and probably lacking a great many comforts and necessities, the things that were
high on his list of priorities were his books.

In his other letter to Timothy, paul tells him to give attendance to reading.
This is good advice for us too. This means, of course, mainly the reading of th-e
scripture, God's word to us. This is the most important-book to reid. we
should read the Bible more than any other book. It is a lamp to our feet and a
light to our path. It is where we meet the saviour, the Lord iesus christ. In its
pages we learn of the way of salvation. We learn how to live before God and with
our neighbour.

some people do not yet have a Bibre in their own language. Many missionaries
all over the world are working hard to translate coat word for different
language groups.

I heard recently of one man in North Korea who was so keen to have a written
copy of the Bible that he wrote it all down himself as it was being spoken over a
radio programme from another country. How thankful we should be to the
Lord for having His word in our own language and being able to read it. Let's
not neglect this good gift.

Books are made up 9-f.wo1ds. The Bible, God's book, is made up of the words
of truth. Jesus Himself is the word made flesh, bringing to us dod's message
of salvation

. PUZZLV

Find the missing words. The initial letters will spell out something that we should
take care to do.

l. on that night could not the king sleep, and he commanded to bring the book
of - of the chronicles; and they were read before the
King. Esther 6.

2. Of making many books there is no . Ecclesiastes 12.
3. Till I come, give

doctrine. I Timothy 4.
to reading, to exhortation, to
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4. Sothevread inthebook inthe law of God and gave the
sense and caused them to understand the reading. Nehemiah 8.

And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they
should be written every one, I suppose that even the world
could not contain the books that should be written. John 21.

6. Jesus said unto them, Did ye
Matthew 21.

read in the scriptures?

of Adam. In the day that God r7. This is the book of the
created man, in the likeness of God made he him. Genesis 5.

The Wisdom of Solomon
DEREK THOMAS , :

(Minister of Stranmillis Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Belfast, '.
and Editor of "The Evangelical Presbyterian") ,-'

THE BIBLE is full of wisdom - indeed. an entire section in the Bible is
designated "the wisdom literature". In such books as Job, Ecclesiastes and
Proverbs, wisdom is admired, explained and commended; the whole of life is
weighed only to discover that what we need most is to know God as our Father in
heaven and how to live for Him in this fallen world. Whether it is correction, or
instruction, or insight, or skill, or shrewdness that we need, the wisdom of God
supplies it.

Progress in Christian discipleship involves becoming acquainted with the
wisdom of God. Those Christians who accomplished the most for God have
been those who have sought after God's wisdom. But what is wisdom? "True
and substantial wisdom," Calvin wrote in the opening lines of the Institutes of
the Christion Religion, "principally consists in two parts, the knowledge of
God, and the knowledge of ourselves" (Inst.I.i.l). Later on, Calvin enlarges on
this theme: "Spiritual wisdom . . . consists chiefly in three things - to know
God, His paternal favour towards us, on which depends our salvation, and the
method of regulating our lives according to the rule of law" (Inst. II.ii.l8).
Wisdom, then, consists of knowing God in a saving way and living our lives
for Him.

Both of these aspects come to the surface in what the Bible has to say about the
life of Solomon. Of all the characters of the Old Testament, Solomon, above all,
was supremely wise: "And king Solomon passed all the kings of the earth in
riches and wisdom" (2 Chronicles 9:22).
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SETTING THE SAIL
At the heart of the Bible's depiction of great saints - saints like Moses and
Mary, Haggai and Hannah, Joshua and James, Elijah and Elisha, is this one
significant feature: they all knew God. Knowing God enabled them to .,think
God's thoughts after Him". It is at the heart of what the Bible means by eternal
life: "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the'only true God"
(John l7:3). It is what God has been about since the promise made in Eden: that
He would bring lost sinners back into fellowship with Him again, thar they might
know Him and serve Him - a promise sharpened by the-formula of the niw
covenant: "And I will give them an heart to know me, that I am the Lord"
(Jeremiah 24:7\.

The opening verse of 2 Chronicles serves as a kind of headline for the story
that unfolds beneath it. "And Solomon the son of David was strengthened in hii
kingdom, and the Lord his God was with him, and magnified him-exceedingly"
(2 chronicles l:l). Solomon established himself ouer his kingdom! oaviol [ris
father, had died (l chronicles 29:28). certain threats to thJthrone had been
eliminated (l Kings 2:5-46), and solomon had been acknowledged as king
( 1 chronicl es 29:22) . one of the very first things that solomon did f6lowing hil
coronation was to seek the God he knew. God must become central in ttre
administration of his-rule amongst the people of God. In the opening chapter of
2 chronicles we read that solomon gathered ,.all the congregation with him"
and. "went to the high place that was at Gibeon; for there was ttre tabernacle of
the congregation of God, which Moses the servant of the Lord had made in the
wilderness . . . and solomon and the congregation sought unto it" (2 chronicles
l:3, 5). The incident needs a little explanation

when David, solomon's father, became king, the first thing he did was to
seek to bring back the Ark of the covenant, the symbol of God,s presence
amongst His people. TheArk had been captured by the philistines (l samuel4),
but it had proved too hot to handle, and after seven cursed months the
Philistines left it at Kiriath Jearim (l Samuel 6), where it remained for twenty
years. A botched attempt to return it to Jerusalem resulted in the death of lJzzai
and the Ark was promptly left at the house of obed-Edom the Gittite for
another three months (2 Samuel 6:ll). In an astonishing admission, David
confesses Israel's sin: that during the reign of Saul (apari from one possible
exception, I Samuel 4: l8) God was not sought after (, ,we inquired not af it in the
days of Saul" (l Chronicles l3:3) ).

solomon now seems to be repeating this act of his father's by gathering the
people to Gibeon where the bronze altar of burnt offering and the Tent of
Meeting was located. In mentioning the bronze attar (2 chronicles l:6), the
writer of Chronicles is directly alluding to an even earlier parallel. the building
of the tabernacle had been. entrusted to Bezaleel and oholiab (Exodui
35:30-36:7), just as the principal builders of the temple were Solomon and

, :
. l
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Huram-Abi. Both Bezaleel and Solomon were from the tribe of Judah (Exodus
3l:2; I Chronicles 2:20), and both were to build a bronze altar and other
furnishings for the sanctuary (Exodus 3l:l-10; 37:10-29;2 Chronicles l:5;4:1,
19-22:7:7). Even more significantly, both received the Holy Spirit to endow
them with wisdom (Exodus 31:3; 35:30-31; 2 Chronicles 1:l-13).

Like Bezaleel before him, Solomon sought, by the Spirit's endowment, the
wisdom of God in the sanctuary of his presence. Significantly, we are introduced
to Solomon with the words: "The Lord his God was with him" (2 Chronicles
l: l). Solomon, like David his father, indicated that the most important thing of
all in his administration was to seek God!

We need to recall that Chronicles was written many centuries after the events it
depicts, during the time of the Babylonian exile of the 6th century BC. At a time
when the entire survival of God's promises seemed threatened and the immense
task of rebuilding the kingdom of God seemed an obstacle too huge to contem-
plate, the Chronicler is reminding his readers that we cannot accomplish
anything without first of all seeking God. In knowing God there is strength.
Indeed, as a contemporary of the Chronicler discovered, possibly through
reading the books of Chronicles: "the people that do know their God shall be
strong" (Daniel ll:32).

The challenges that confront us are enormous! But our confidence resides in
our knowledge of God. As the psalmist made his way to a festival in Jerusalem,
ascending the hills which surrounded the city, he was troubled by the knowledge
of marauders and bandits that lay in wait for him. Thus he cries:

"I to the hills will lift mine eyes,

ff*ilf ::'-l?lH#:#'ffifr:
W'ho heav'n and earth hath made."

(Psalm l2l, Scottish Metrical Version) :

What sustains him is the knowledge that God understands him: his need, his
vulnerability. Our sense of contentment in God comes from knowing that God
possesses unlimited resources of wisdom and power. Whoever may attack us,
with whatever ferocity imaginable; whatever the might of resistance arrayed
against us on every side; with God on our side we have nothing to fear. "God is
our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we
fear . . . " (Psalm 46:l-2).

What Solomon seems to have been doing was putting God first. It is what Jere-
miah had called for: ' 'Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his
riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth
me, that I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteous-
ness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the Lord (Jeremiah9:23-24).

l&

T



The Gospel Magazine l t 9

What needs to be recaptured is the place of the will, of determination in our
appreciation of God. "Jacob made a vow . . . " we read (Genesis 2g:20) and it
was the beginning of a life lived in God's presence. Daniel , apurposed in his heart
that he would not defile himself" (Daniel l:g) and God hbnoured his resolve.
Paul "determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus christ, and him
crucified" (l Corinthians2;2), and in so doing gained a reputation amongst the
Iearned ofhis day as a fool, even though he was the greatest theologian thit ever
lived. None of these spiritual giants tried to float.to heaven on a cloud of ease,
but rather they accepted the fact that "that with purpose of heart they would
cleave unto the Lord" (Acts I l:23). There is a poem by Ella wheeler 

'wil.or,

which goes like this:

'One ship drives east and another drives west
With the selfsame winds that blow;'Tis the set of the sails
And not the gales
Which tell us=the way to go." 

r!-; j 14

we need like solomon to set our sails in seeking after the Lord whom we know
and love, and who knows us and loves us.

OUR NEED OF REDEMPTION
What did Solomon do exactly at Gibeon? He offered a thousand burnt offerings
on the altar (2 Chronicles l:6)! There were sacrifices in which only the fat wis
burnt and the rest was given to the priests to eat. It was, after all, how the old
Testament clergy survived! But the burnt offerings were entirely consumed.

The burnt offerings were the commonest of all the sacrifices, plrformed every
morning and evening, and more frequently on special holy days. The charac-
teristic feature of the burnt offering was that the whole animal(apart from its
skin (Leviticus 7:8) ) was consumed.

Before the animal was offered, the owner brought the victim into the outer
court of the tabernacle or temple to the place where the large altar was situated
(see, Leviticus l). The worshipper then laid his hands on th; head of the victim,
possibly reciting a psalm(one of the psalms that mention burnt offerings, 40, 51,
or 66). In the daily sacrifice, the priest would then kill the animal, but in tt. i*"
of special offerings for childbirth, healing or some specific uncleanness, the
worshipper had to kill the animal himself, on the norih side of the altar. The
killing was a shachot: aspecial ritual ensuring that all the blood was drained from
the animal, which was collected in a basin. A prayer might then be offered and
the blood was splashed against the side or the altar. the animal was then
chopped up and the pieces burnt one by one on the top ofthe altar. The process
began with the head and the fat. parts which might hive been contaminited bv

I
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excreta were carefully washed in the laver (situated between the altar and the
Tent of Meeting) before being burned.

Several things about the burnt offering were stipulated. It had to be a perfect
male (Leviticus 1:3, l0). The costliness of the offering is to the fore and thus
when Solomon offered 1,000 burnt offerings in Gibeon, it is an indication that
the way into God's presence is only by means of a costly sacrifice. The whole
point of the sacrifice is that God may accept the worshipper and "make
atonement for him" (Leviticus l:4). The means divinely appointed for sinful
man to live at peace with God is by way of a substitutionary sacrifice in which the
victim is entirely consumed. "And almost all things are by the law purged with
blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission" (Hebrews9:22). When
Jesus said, "Even as the Son of man came not to be miniitered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many" (Matthew 20:28; cf. Mark
l0:45), he was using the terminology of theburnt offering ritual. The connection
between the Old Testament burnt offering and the Cross in Christian Theology
goes back to Augustine. "Christ," he noted, "was made a sacrifice for sin as a
whole burnt offering on the cross of His passion."

If we are to be restored to a living knowledge of God, and the way of wisdom,
what sin has broken must be restored. This, says Peter, is what Christ, our burnt
offering, has done: "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold . . . " (l Peter l:18). In the symbolism of the
Old Covenant ritual, the victim's head was grasped and sin confessed, thus
transferring the guilt of the worshipper to the animal who was then ritually
slain and offered to make atonement for sin. So, in the language of John
Calvin, the heart of what Christ did on the cross on behalf of sinners lies in
"the wonderful exchange". Christ took our flesh in order to take our place and
bear our sins at Calvary. In the penal substitution of Christ our sins have been
judged'  consumed' . .TL^ 

r - - - - - -  ̂ r^L^ r^- - -  - - r  - r  ̂ -  rIhe terrors of the law and of God
With me can have nothing to do;
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."
Augustus Toplady . :

ASKING FOR WISDOM

"The first step of wisdom," wrote Calvin, "is to ascribe nothing to ourselves"
(Comm. on Genesis 4l:15, ad loc.). Solomon, despite his great power and
natural ability, is overwhelmed by the magnitude of the task set for him. Like
Moses before him, faced with Israel's innate recalcitrance (Numbers ll:ll-15,
esp. v. l4), and his own feeling of inadequacy - Moses confessed to never
having wanted to lead Israel in the first place (Exodus 4:1, 10-13), Solomon
resorted to asking God for wisdom to aid him in the task of leadership: "Give

f
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me now wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in before this
people: for who can judge this thy people, that is so great?" (2 chronicles l :10):

"Get wisdom, get understanding . . . " Solomon was to urge later (proverbs
4:5). And Paul was to remind the Ephesian christians: ,.That the God of our
Lord Jesus christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of him" (Ephesians l:17; cf. colossians l :9),
adding: "See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise" (s:lj;
cf. Colossians 3:16).

The offer put to solomon - God says to him, "Ask what I shall give thee',
(2 chronicles l:7) - is quite breathtaking! what Solomon needed above all else
was the ability to choose the best and noblest end at which to aim, along with the
most appropriate and effective means to it. It is that wisdom which buists forth
from the book of Proverbs. It begins, as Solomon was later to confess, with an
attitude towards God Himself: making the fear of God - that is, the combina-
tion of reverent worship and diligent, willing service for Him - our chief aim
(Proverbs 1:7; 9:10).

what is of interest is the fact that solomon's request is based on what he
already knows of God. His prayer is founded upon God's revealed character:
"Thou hast showed great mercy unto David my father, and hast made me to
reign in his stead. Now, o Lord God, let thy promise unto David my father be
established" (2 chronicles l:8-9). Asking God to do what He has promised to do
is what true prayer is about. No one grasped this better than John calvin.
Following Tertullian, he sought to distinguish between ,,legitimate" and
"illegitimate" prayer, "we are not to ask any more than God, atTows. For even
though He bids us pour out our hearts before Him, He still does not indiscri-
minately slacken the reins to stupid and wicked emotions,' (^Inst. 3.xx.5).
Therefore, he adds, "To pray rightly is a rare gift" because we need to know
what it is that God has revealed about Himself. Just as we need to know some
systematic theology in order to understand the Bible aright (thus, from the
second edition of the Institutes onwards, calvin added the prefaced remarks:
"It has been my purpose . . . to . . . instruct candidates in sacred theologyfor the
reoding of the divine word .. . " (emphasis added) ), so one needs to know the
Bible before one can pray aright. It is the spirit of prayer in psalm l 19 which
repeats again and again either "according to thy word" (psalm I 19, w. 25,2g,
65,107,169,170), or "according to thy promise" (psalm ll9, w. 4I,59,76,
l l 6 , 1 5 4 ) .

A GREATER THAN SOLOMON

God made solomon wise - wiser than any man who had ever lived, bar one.
For there is a pattern where God's wisdom is displayed to perfection..It is in the
Person and work of Jesus christ. He has become for us who know Him
"wisdom" (l corinthians l:30). In Jesus, "are hid all the treasures of wisdom,'
(colossians 2:3). The multifaceted wisdom of God, paul explains, is made
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known to us in "eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord"
@phesians 3: I l). That in itself is an astonishing turnaround for the apostle who
once regarded the message of the cross as utterly foolish (cf. I Corinthians
l:18-2:16). Through the mediatorial work of Christ on the cross, God demon-
strated His justice "that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth
in Jesus" (Romans 3:26). The significance of this for Jewish believers like Paul,
raised on the Old Testament, is quite staggering. The wisdom that he had come
to appreciate in Jesus Christ is a wisdom that only God possesses (Proverbs
3:19). Wisdom had been God's companion in the creation of the world
(Proverbs 8:22).

There is something altogether divine about the wisdom displayed in Jesus
Christ. Alexander Maclaren commented:

"In Christ, as in a great storehouse, lie all the riches of spiritual wisdom, the
massive ingots of solid gold which when coined into creeds and doctrines are the
wealth of the Church. All which we can know concerning God and man,
concerning sin and righteousness and duty, concerning another life, is in Him
Who is the home and deep mine where truth is stored. . . . The central fact of the
universe and the perfect encyclopaedia of all moral and spiritual truth is Christ,
the Incarnate Word, the Lamb slain, the ascended King" ("The Epistles of
St. Paul to the Colossians and Philemon", The Expositor's Bible, New York,
A. C. Armstrong, 1903, pp. 183-4).

The story of Jesus begins with the promise God first makes in the Old Testa-
ment to save His people through a seed of Eve's (Genesis 3: l5). The entire Old
Testament is the unfolding story of the way God fulfils that promise. When God
raised up the judges to deliver His people from their oppressors, we catch a
glimpse of what God meant when He said He would put on righteousness for a
breastplate, and salvation for a helmet, and would Himself be the Judge and
Saviour of His people (Isaiah 59:16-17). When God asked Gideon to reduce his
army to 300 men, we are being led to understand that God delivers His people in
a way that is different from the conventional show of military strength. When
that number is reduced to one, Samson, we catch a glimpse of God's champion
whose victories in life were crowned by his conquest in death. When God raised
up David we catch a clearer picture of the Royal Warrior whose sufferings were
to pre-figure the sufferings of Christ (note the way Jesus cites three of David's
Psalms on the eve of His crucifixion, underlining that whilst they were true of
David, they were truer still of God's Messiah (John 13:18; 15:25, citing from
Psalms 35, 41,69). And when God raised up Solomon, the Prince of Peace
("Solomon" from shalom, meaning peaceful - see I Chronicles 22:9), we
are meant to see the One who is "greater than Solomon" (Matthew 12:42;
Luke l l :31) .

In Solomon's time, the nations were drawn to Israel - thereby partially
fulfilling a promise covenanted to Abraham that in him all the kings of the
nations would be drawn to Israel (Genesis 17:6). What drew them was Solomon's
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!*.d' encyclopaedic wisdom. But Solomon's idolatrous disobedience led
Israel to eventual captivity and near oblivion. solomon's wisdom, recorded in
the Book of Proverbs, calls on us to make God the Lord of all our knowing and
living. without God everything is "meaningless" (Ecclesiastes l:2).-And
without Jesus christ, the wisdom of God, all ouilives *L but un empty shell. It is
in Jesus that a greater peace than Solomon ever provided is given. It is in Jesus
that a greater inheritance than Solmon ever knewls promisedlit is in Jesus that a
wisdom we never thought possibre is given to all who ask: .,If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and up-braideth not;
and it shall be given him" (James l:5).

"Happy the man who wisdom gains,
Ihrice happy who his guest retains!
He owns, and shall for ever own:
Wisdom, and Christ, and Heaven are one."
Charles Weslev

Studies in Second Chronicles:
Abijah - the Son with a

Split Personality
PETER K|NG (Stanford, Beds)

"Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness:
but afaithful man who canfind?';

IT Is STRANGE how some people are able to say two different things and yet
plainly see no contradiction. Abijah continued in the sins of his falher, says
I Kings l5:3, walking with a disloyal heart to God, yet when he faces Jero6oam
at Mount zemarum, he reminds the king of Israel that God gave dominion over
Israel to David, by a covenant of salt (2 chronicles l3:5). riis tone ip.;;h ;o;;into great detail about what Jeroboam should do, as if he was a strining exariple
of loyalty and devotion. The Lord honoured him for his stand against Israel
despite his sin, but the reason for the mercy shown to this unrefia6le king was
"for David's sake did the Lord.his God givi him a lamp in Jerusalem, to iet up
his son after him, and to establish Jerusalem". The love the Lord had to David
had come down the generations to Abijah who now benefits from the work and
service of Jesse's son, and we too, as adopted sons of God, benefit from David,s
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greater Son, who loved us and gave Himself for us. How many times have we
been unfaithful, following others into wrong actions and thoughts, yet the Lord
has not dealt with us according to our sins, but shown mercy for Jesus' sake? The
sacrificial and vicarious death of the Lord Jesus Christ is little valued by many,
but it is the anchor of the soul, for if He had not so given Himself then we would
suffer for ever for those sins we have committed.

The Bible says that "A double minded man is unstable in all his ways" (James
1:8), and so this king proved to be, as later we read he "grew mighty", taking
wives, revealing his worldly ambitions, rather than restoring true worship in
Judah, leaving that to Asa, his successor. We cannot trust someone who says one
thing and does another, but our great blessing, when coming to our Lord, is to
know He never changes. Abijah seemed spectacularly successful when Israel fled
from him but without God's intervention he would have been destroyed, and
this would have meant the line to Christ was in jeopardy. Thank God every day,
that He picks up the bits and pieces of your life and continues to support you, for
it is in Him we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:28).

Lord help us to be fervent in spirit; serving the Lord, rejoicing in hope;
patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer.

:

Martin Luther -u-=:3

The Monk who Shook the \ilorld
STAN EVERS (Potton. Beds)

"God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, thot whosoever
betieveth in him should not perish, but have everlosting life."

THE FRAIL DYING PREACHER gasped for breath as he recited the precious
words above. God's love was the source of his salvation, the foundation of his
life, the theme of his preaching - and now his comfort in death. As he hovered
between life and death the weary professor heard the familiar voice of his trusted
friend, Justus Jonas: "Will you stand by Christ and the doctrine you have
preached? " "Yes, " he replied, without a moment's hesitation, as he peered into
the face of his companion. He looked around the room and saw his three tearful
sons standing near his bed. It was almost a month since he had seen his beloved
wife Katie; he knew that he would never see her again on earth. Soon he closed
his eyes - then he saw the face of his Saviour in heaven.

It was a cold German winter's day when Martin Luther died in Eisleben, the
town of his birth. He had travelled, despite inclement weather, on 23rd January,
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from his home in wittenberg to settle a dispute between two brothers. The
arguing brothers sorted out their differences, the grateful family held a party and
sent Mrs. Luther a trout. Luther was too weak to finish hii last sermon on
l4th February. He died four days later on lgth February ls46 - 450 years
ago this year.

Though only aged 63 his body was worn out struggling with.failing sight and
the chronic pain of stones in his bladder. He was also ipiritually drained because
of the bitterness of his enemies, wrangling among the reformers and the
ungodliness of professing Christians in Wittenburg, the cradle of the Reforma-
tion. He thought that he had failed. In fact, tvtartin Luther was the monk who
shook the world!

"Dr. Luther is dead!" - the voice intemrpted the lecture of philip
Melanchthon to the students of the Wittenberg University. ,,Alas! the chariot oi
Israel and the horsemen thereof," cried Melanchthon, one of Luther,s closest
friends. He felt like Elisha when he saw Elijah riding away in the chariot of fire.
Later he added, "we are like the forsaken orphani of abeloved father". The
students were grief-stricken and silent.

The monk of Erfurt
John 3:16, with its emphasis on God's love, was special to Luther because as a
young monk in Erfurt he craved to know the pardon of his sins. was God a
tyrant judge who demanded an unobtainable perfection or a heavenly Father
who loves us even though we are sinners? As Luther grappled with this problem
he sank deeper and deeper into despair until lotrn-Staupitz, head of the
Augustinian monks in Germany, directed him to Christ's finished atonement on
the cross and urged him to read paul's Epistle to the Romans.,,oh, my sins !, my
sins ! , my sins ! " lamented Luther. "christ came into the world for the-pardon of
sins; look at the wounds of christ," counselled the wise Staupitz. bradually
Luther the troubled monk became the confident preacher of Gbd's unmerited
love to sinners.

The professor of Wittenburg
The remains of Martin Luther were returned to wittenburg and buried in the
castle church. Many of the mourners thought back to nodnday, twenty-nine
years earlier, 31st october 1517, when Luther nailed his ninety-five TheseJto the
door of this church. A list of academic declarations, written in Latin (which
most Germans could not read) upset the pope and sparked off the proiestant
Reformation! Professor Luther wanted a scholarlydebate, not a .,church-
splitting" reformation. why then did he nail his Theses to the door?

As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs - so
claimed an indulgence selling monk named Teizel. 'ih.-eug., 

crowds who
flocked to buy the indulgence believed that they were buyinf forgiveness for
themselves and their dead relatives in the fires oi prrtguto.y. lio wonder it was
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selling like the proverbial "hot cakes"! At this rate there would soon be enough
money to build St. Peter's in Rome. Martin Luther, now aged 34, grieved that
gullible people bought the indulgence thinking that it guaranteed the pardon of
their past, present and future sins. The nailing of his ninety-five Theses was a
protest against this deceit and a declaration of justification by faith in Christ
alone. Luther chose 3lst October because it was the eve of All Saints' Day,
when hordes of people swarmed into the city. The ninety-five Theses, published
in German by an enterprising printer, became a best-seller and Luther a
hero overnight.

God acquitting hell-deserving sinners because of Christ's atoning death -
this is justification. Grasping this doctrine changed Luther's life. This doctrine
rang alarm bells for the German emperor Maximilian I and Pope Leo X. This
doctrine gave a German monk power to shake the world.

The reformer at Worms
The glorious doctrine of justification gave Luther boldness in l52l to stand trial
in Worms before Charles V, emperor of the Holy Roman Empire and of the
German nation. When commanded to renounce justification he uttered his
immortal words: Unless I am convinced by the Scriptures or by clear arguments
that I am in error . . . I cannot withdraw, for I am subject to the Scriptures I have
quoted; my conscience is captive to the Word of God. It is unsofe and dongerous
to do onything against one's conscience. Here I stond; I cannot do otherwise. So
God help me. Luther continued to proclaim justification for the rest of his life
(even though it brought him suffering and hardship), and drew solace from this
truth in death.

450 years on
Martin Luther's words Here I stand challenge us 450 years on. Will we stand firm
when ecumenists apologise for Luther and replace the Gospel of grace with a
do-it-yourself salvation? When charismatics place experience above God's
inerrant Word? When some evangelicals prefer entertainment to preaching?
When worldliness is within the "church"? When sinners deride Christians and
mock God bv their words and their conduct?

PRAYER AFTER SERIVTON

"On what has now been sown,
Thy blessing, Lord, bestow,
The power is Thine alone,
To make it spring and grow:
Do Thou the gracious harvest raise,
And Thou alone shalt have the praise." J. Newton
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Outside the Camp
DAVID N.  SAMUEL

"And Moses took the tabernacle and pitched it without the camp, afar offfrom
the comp, and called it the Tabernacle of the congregation. And it came to poss,
that every one which sought the Lord went out unto the tabernacle of tne

congregation, which was without the comp" (Exodus 33:7)

IN THE PRECEDING CHAPTER we read of the sin and rebellion of the
people of Israel. when Moses was in the mountain communing with God,
receiving the ten commandments, the people grew tired of his absence and they
prevailed upon Aaron to make an idol, a calf of gold, which they worshipped.
They feasted and danced naked around it after the manner of the heathen, and
said, "These be thy gods, o Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of
Egypt". Here in this chapter we see how God was very angry with them for what
they had done and threatened to destroy them. Indeed, He said that He could no
longer dwell among them, for if He did His presence would destroy them. He
must therefore withdraw from them. As a sign and symbol of His displeasure the
tabernacle would be removed from their midst in the camp. The tabernacle here
is not the one we are familiar with later, for that was not yet built. The plan and
instructions for that were given to Moses on Mount Sinai. But the tabernacle
referred to here was no doubt a primitive model of some kind, and the tent where
Moses conducted the public business of the people, where he tried cases and
pronounced sentence. This tent and place of meeting was removed out of the
camp and placed some distance from it. This must have been a sad day for the
people of Israel, a day of mourning, for the real significance of what ihey had
done was brought home to them. The visible sign of God's presence was now
removed from them.

WHY THE TABERNACLE WAS REMOVED
The reason for the removal of the tabernacle was God's displeasure at the sin anrl
disobedience of the people. This teaches us that we cannot presume upon the
presence of God. "My spirit shall not always strive with man . . . ', said God in trre
days before the flood. Then the wickedness in the world was becoming very great
and God said, "I will not always contend and debate with man, I will give him up
to his perverse ways. Since he is so bent upon wrong-doing I will leave him and
forsake him and give him over to his evil impulses." And so God sometimes
removes Himself from men and nations, when they persevere in their wickedness.

The people of Israel experienced that several times in their history. In the time
of the Judges, God withdrew Himself because of the wickedness of Eli's sons.
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Hophni and Phineas were priests of the Lord, but they were very wicked men.
They took the Ark of the Lord into battle against the Philistines, believing that it
guaranteed God's presence with them, but He had departed from them. The
irmy of Israel was defeated and Hophni and Phineas killed. The wife of Phineas
heard the news as she gave birth to a son and she called his name Ichabod, for she
said, the glory has departed. God's presence was gone from Israel, because of
the wickedness of the peoPle.

Or again in the time of Ezekiel, the time of the captivity in Babylon, the
prophet said that he saw the glory of the Lord depart from the temple. Again
isra-el ttad rebelled against God, and had polluted the house of God with the idols
of the heathen, and God had removed His presence from them. "The Lord is far
from the wicked."

"rj

GOD'S DEALINGS WITH US

The same is true in the history of our nation. There have been times when
God has been very near to us. He seemed to look on us with favour and
to have dwelled among us; times when the nation was signally blessed with
fervent and true religion, when there were faithful ministers and people.
God's name was honoured, the Bible taught, and there were times of refreshing
from the presence of the Lord, of reformation and revival, of quickening
and power.

But then there have been other times when God has seemed far off from us,
when there has been coldness and indifference in religion, unbelief and atheism,
when men have mocked at faith and Scripture and moral anarchy has prevailed.
And we ourselves are living in such a time. God seems distant from us today. He
seems to have removed Himself from our midst. How else can we explain our
condition? God has taken away His presence from uS, and He has removed the
tabernacle from us, too, as a token and sign of His displeasure.

By that, I mean, He has taken away His ordinances from us. [s that not the
case? Ordinances are the visible and outward signs of religion: the preaching of
the Word of God, the true worship and service of God, the Lord's Day, and so
on. Are they not all diminishing, being removed and placed outside the camp,
as it were?

You have no doubt read of the recent predictions of the demise of the
Methodist Church in this country, how it is declining so rapidly that the
spokesmen for Methodism itself give it no more than another thirty years or so.
But it is true of all the institutional Churches. And more than that, many of those
left are not sound and what they purvey is counterfeit Christianity. It is, for
example, now a fact that there is not one truly sound theological college in the
Church of England. That means that the preaching of the Word of God will
decline. Ichabod - the glory has departed!
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a; AFAR OFF

What is the reason for all this? Well, it is sin, just as in the case of Israel. God
says: "If they persist in their unbelief and wickedness and hardness of heart, I
will give them up to their evil ways. I will take away what they appear to abhor. I
will not contend or strive with them any more." But you notice that while God
removes the tabernacle out of the camp he does not take it away utterly. He
places it at a distance from the camp, "afar off". It is no longer in their midst, no
longer so convenient or accessible as it was. It is now some distance away. They
have to go to some trouble and effort to reach it. And indeed that is how things
now stand. God has not taken His ordinances away completely, but He has
removed them at a distance. If you want to find them, you have to go to some
trouble to seek them out. Gone are the days when you would find three or
perhaps four sound evangelical Churches in a town. Now you may not even find
one! It reminds me of the words of Amos: "Behold, the days come, saith the
Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor of
thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord: and they shall wander
from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to
seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it" (Amos 8:11-12).

But in this situation of Israel's sin and the removal of the tabernacle, there
were those who sought the Lord. And those who did so went out to the
tabernacle, though it was "afar off". This was a good sign, for it meant that
there was a remnant amongst the people, those who sought the Lord, who
turned to Him in prayer and confession and sought His help and blessing.
"When God designs to be merciful, He stirs up to prayer, " says Matthew Henry.
All extraordinary works of God in revival and reformation are preceded by
prayer, the prayer of a remnant who seek the Lord. It is the acknowledgement of
the fact that "we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves", and that
deliverance if it is to come must be the work of God Himself . It is the recognition
of the fact that we have come to the end of our tether. Like the disciples in the
boat in the storm, they could do nothing, all their experience and skill counted
for nothing. They must awaken Jesus and cry, "Save, Lord, we perish". O that
our condition might stir up many more to seek the Lord in that way.

TESTIMONY t, :

Because the tabernacle was removed out of the camp, it meant that those who
sought the Lord had to go out to it. This was an act of public witness and
testimony. All in the camp would see them going out to it, they would be openly
identified. By doing this they revealed exactly where they stood in this matter.
That is a good thing. We must show where we stand today. God's people may be
a remnant, but let them show where they stand, let them be identified as a
faithful remnant. It is a witness that will provoke others to think and to act, and

129

t
*
-

-
-

t
C

*
f



130 The Gospel Magazine

will be an encouragement to the servants of God. There were seven thousand in
Israel in the time of Elijah, who had not bowed the knee to Baal, but he did not
seem to know about them. No wonder he was depressed! Let the faithful
remnant manifest itself, and this they must do if they go outside the camp.

Disciples are meant to be conspicuous. They are chosen by the Master for that
reason: "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candle-stick;
and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven." So accept the fact that you must go out of the camp, as it were, and be
seen. There are good reasons for this public witness. First it strengthens and
confirms the faith of the witness himself. It is good for him. A thing is more real
to us when it is confessed before others, publicly. It becomes objective, part of
the external world, not just our own inward experience, our own private world.
"With the heort man believeth unto righteousness and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation." That is the apostolic principle. We shall be
the better and the stronger for it.

Secondly, public confession is good for others also. It makes them aware that
God is at work, that there is a spiritual dimension about which they have not
thought. God is doing something in that person's life. Why have I not
experienced the same thing? It is often something that a Christian has said or
done, or perhaps not said or done (for you are conspicuous today for not
behaving as the world does) that has led to the beginning of a spiritual process of
conversion in another person's life.

GOING OUT

Notice what form the public confession took: it was going out to the tabernacle.
Identifying with Moses and Joshua, identifying with the house of God. So we
must identify with those who truly confess the Lord Jesus Christ and declare
faithfully His Gospel. We must leave the security of the camp and go out; it is
costly and sacrificial, but it is needed today. As the writer to the Hebrews puts it:
"Let us go forth therefore unto him (that is Christ) without the camp, bearing
his reproach." Christ was crucified outside the city, He suffered without the
gate. The bodies of animals that were sacrificed for sin were burned outside the
camp. So our Saviour suffered who was our sin-offering, sacrifice and
substitute. Therefore, let us go out to Him, let us forsake the majority and the
popularity of mere nominal, institutional religion, and make an act of witness to
true religion and faith in Christ.

The Lord knows them that are His by
character.

name, but we must know them by their

MatthewHenry
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Studies in the Book of Jonah (1)
P. D.  JOHNSON (London)

SOME EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON THE FIRST CHAPTER

WHENEVER GOD PURPOSES a work of grace towards a people, He never
allows Himself to be thwarted from carrying out that purpose by an apparent
lack of suitable workmen. In His own sovereign time and way, the Lord calls,
prepares, and then wonderfully uses the men of His choice, often accomplishing
things by them that are out of all proportion to the feebleness of the human
instruments employed. By working in this way - a way so different to that
generally adopted and admired by the world - the Lord makes what is achieved
conspicuously His own work, thereby gathering all the glory for Himself - a
principle recognised by the apostle Paul when he wrote: "But we have this
treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and
not of us" (2 Corinthians 4:7).

One of the clearest illustrations of the points just made, is found in the story of
the prophet Jonah. Here was a most unlikely human instrument, yet one clearly
called by God, and eventually fashioned by the divine hands to accomplish a
most remarkable ministry, and all to the blessing of a heathen people, for whom
God's prophet seems to have had anything but a Gospel concern! But it is just
these ingredients which make Jonah's divinely inspired narrative such a valuable
and interesting source of instruction and encouragement to evangelical
Christians living in Great Britain today. Let us endeavour, therefore, in this and
the following three studies, originally delivered at a Wednesday evening Bible
Study and Prayer Meeting, to gain some light and strength for ourselves as we
face living and witnessing in an increasingly pagan society.

1. The commission Jonah received from the Lord
We must not underestimate the formidable nature of the ministry to which
the Lord called Jonah the son of Amittai, when He told him to "go to Nineveh,
that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me"
(verse 2). The very size of the city would have been intimidating, for the original
Nineveh, rather like the old city of London, had so expanded, that, by Jonah's
time, it had engulfed several surrounding towns and villages to become a huge,
sprawling metropolis. "Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days'
journey" (3:3). Then consider the greot wickedness that characterised the
inhabitants of that heathen capital, hub of the great Assyrian empire. Jonah's
actual commission includes God's conclusion that Nineveh was ripe for divine
judgment! And yet, in spite of all this, God sends one of His prophets to Nineveh
to call its inhabitants to repentance. Is there not instruction and encouragement
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for us today in these basic facts? Discerning evangelical Christians living in Great
Britain today are only too aware of the increasingly pagan nature of society, and
the relatively minor impact the evangelical Churches are making at the present
time. The extensiyeness and the depths of wickedness in our land are such that
even the most exercised and knowledgeable Christians can become rather
depressed and despondent, especially if they live in the larger cities where there is
not only a kind of concentralion of wickedness, but often a complete absence of
those powerful, public ministries which God raised up to turn back the tide in
earlier years. Let us take heart, then, from the fact that God commissioned
Jonah to preach repentance at Nineveh. It is still the Lord's will that the Gospel
should be preached to every creature, even though many of them may be sunk in
atheism and all manner of sinful practices at the present time, and He is as able to
call, commission and mightily use the right men for the Gospel ministry today as
He was in the days of the prophet Jonah.

2. Jonah's extraordinary response to the Lord's commission
When we first read the opening words of verse 3 - "But Jonah rose up to flee
unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and went down to Joppa . . . " - it
is easy to jump to the conclusion that Jonah's strange reaction to God's
commission was due to want of courage. But a careful reading of chapter 4
reveals that Jonah's problems stemmed from very different sources. "And he
prayed unto the Lord, and said, I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my saying,
when I was yet in my country? . . . for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil"
(4:2). Jonah's problems stemmed, not so much from lack of courage, or even
from a want of a proper understanding of the attributes of God, as from a
defective and restricted view of God's purposes of grace towards sinners. He
seems to have regarded God's mercies in salvation as being intended only forthe
Jews, and shrunk from the very idea of them being extended in the Gospel to that
great heathen empire that threatened to engulf his own nation. But there is
another ingredient in Jonah's strange behaviour at this time, and that is Jonah's
temper. This aspect of Jonah's character comes out clearly in the opening verse
of chapter 4, where we read of Jonah's response to God sparing the penitent
Ninevites: "But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry" (4: l).
Let a Christian minister - or any other Christian for that matter - give way to a
perverse temper when his cherished, though quite erroneous, ideas are
contradicted, and there is no knowing the lengths of folly Satan may lead the
poor man into. Jonah's attempt to flee to Tarshish is not a solitary instance in the
annals of evangelical history.

3. The "open door" Jonah found at Joppa
Jonah did not have to wait long before making further progress with his flight to
Tarshish. On arriving at the port of Joppa " . . , he found a ship going to
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Tarshish . . . " (verse 3). This was just what he wanted, and no doubt he regarded
it as an "open door" indeed! But that vessel, about to set sail to the other end of
the Mediterranean Sea, was an "open door" through which Jonah should never
have passed. Had Jonah really been concerned to discover God's will in this
matter, he had only to consult the Word which the Lord had alreody given him.
And that word had commissioned him to go and preach repentance to Nineveh,
not to go in the opposite direction to a city God had never even mentioned!
There.are important lessons for evangelical Christians here. How often has one
seen believers in perplexity over guidance in their lives, and who profess to be
seeking God's will, grasp at what they call "an open door" in providence and
make thot the decisive factor, instead of really consulting and obeying the
written word. And what foolish steps have we seen some of them take over the
years - steps that involved themselves and sometimes whole families in great
turmoil and loss, both in material and spiritual things, through following out
their plans which an "open door" in providence at first seemed to favour. True,
God does open doors in His sovereign providence for His people, but usually
only afterthey have first consulted and obeyed His will as revealed in His word.
The alacrity with which Jonah boarded that vessel in Joppa harbour, ,,paid the
fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the
presence of the Lord" (verse 3), remains a warning to us all.

4. The sovereign intervention of God
Perhaps Jonah thought, in the state of spiritual confusion he must have been in
by this time, that God had either changed His mind about sending him to
Nineveh, or might even have a work for him to do when he reached the end of his
voyage at Tarshish! But whatever hopes Jonah may have entertained when the
vessel set sail from Joppa, they were quickly dashed when the ship reached the
open sea. "But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a
mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken" (verse 4).
Jonah, like many another believer before and after him, soon discovered that a
christian may run, but he cannot hide. God has many different means at His
disposal to stop His rebellious people in their tracks, so to speak, and prevent
them from carrying out their foolish plans. Their Father in heaven will not allow
His will for them to be thwarted by either their own foolish hearts or the wiles of
the great adversary of souls, and will intervene, sooner or later, in a most decisive
and emphatic manner. What a mercy! 

:,
5. Jonah's continuing prayerlessness
One would have thought that any true Christian, and especially one called to the
ministry, would have soon given himself to earnest prayer when faced with such
a life-threatening situation. Alas, from Jonah, still asleep below decks, not a
single petition is heard! Indeed, there is no record in the narrative of the back-
slidden prophet praying at all until he is in the whale's belly. Even the heathen
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sailors around him "cried everyman unto his god" (verse 5), and further reproof
comes to him when the ship's captain awakens Jonah from his slumbers with the
words, "What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that
God will think upon us, that we perish not" (verse 6). Not that Jonah's con-
tinuing prayerlessness, even in such a perilous situation, should really surprise
us. Let any true child of God get out of temper with his Father in heaven, embark
on a foolish course of action in complete contradiction to his Father's will, and
become dogged by a conscience loaded with a sense of guilt, and it will be
virtually impossible for that Christian to either maintain or even attempt
communion with heaven. Continuing prayerlessness is always a hallmark of a
believer in a state of spiritual declension. 

;:
6. Jonah's guilty eonscience
As the storm raged around them, and the waves cascaded over the ship, Jonah
found himself pursued by something more than the fearful tempest. His
conscience, which had perhaps been browbeaten into silence earlier on, was now
awake again - a point clearly established by Jonah's reply in verse 12 to the
sailor's urgent questions: "And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me
forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you:./or I know thatfor my sake
this great tempest is come upon you. " Was there anybody on board that vessel
that day more miserable than poor Jonah? And is there anybody more miserable
today than the Christian who, having gone against God's revealed will, and
brought himself into dire straits, finds his conscience witnessing against him?

7. Jonah is swallowed up by a great fish
It was never the Lord's will that the prophet He had commissioned to preach
repentance to the Ninevites should drown at sea. That terrible storm which
overtook the vessel, soon after it left Joppa, was designed, not to bring God's
messenger to a watery grave, but to bring his mad flight to an end, and place him
where God could begin to deal with his underlying spiritual condition. "Now the
Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah" (verse l7). The Lord
ensured that no physical harm came to His rebellious servant. He had the right
mammal in the right place at the right time. And when the astonished Jonah slid,
unharmed into the fish's belly, he was as much under the sovereign care of His
Father in heaven as he had been before he rushed off to Joppa. By this
remarkable providence, God not only secured the preservation of Jonah: He
also terminated, most effectively, Jonah's crazy voyage to Tarshish, separated
him from all human company, and placed him in a situation where he had only
the Lord to turn to in his extremity. And the Lord, who will not allow His
people's folly to finally thwart His will today, will so order things, in His
sovereign providence, that their way is hedged in, their foolish schemes brought
to nothing, and they are placed, sometimes in comparative isolation, where
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He can, in His sovereign mercy, begin to rectify that sad, spiritual declension
which, while it continues, is preventing any real, spiritual usefulness. Like
Jonah of old, christians in a backslidden state today, sometimes find that,
what we may call "the whale's belly experience", is necessary if they are to be
restored to a state of spiritual health once more, and become vessels meet for the
Master's use.

The Infallibility of Scripture
c EOFFR Ey THOMAS (Aberystwyth)

"Thy word is truth" (John 17:17) ,;

THIS IS A SUBJECT of crucial importance for us and the church of christ.
There are people who say, "Evangelicals make too much of the Bible' ,, and that
anything can be proved from the Bible and that it is the greatest weakness of
evangelicals to believe in an infallible Bible. They say that doctrine is unaccept-
able and it is impossible for Christians to unite around a book or a doctrine. ,,iet
us unite," they say, "around the Lord Jesus christ. He is the Truth.', we are
very happy to unite around the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ and to make
Him our Authority, to say with the apostle, "For me to live is the Lord Jesus
christ". But we find no difficulty in also uniting in the scriptures.

1. Let us consider the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ
one day He is going to judge the world, and He is going to separare men as a
shepherd separates his sheep from the goats and men arJ going to receive their
eternal destiny from His lips. Consider more than that; thetriteiion by which all
men and women are going to be judged is their relationship to Himielf. Have
they obeyed Him? Have they bowed to Him? Have they been ashamed of Him?
Their destinies are all going to depend upon that. He claims pre-existence,
" Before Abraham was I AM". He claims absolute equality with God, , ,I and my
Father are one". John's Gospel begins, "In the beginning was the word, and the
word was with God, and the word was God. The same was in the beginning with
God" (John l:l-2) and ends with rhomas saying, "My Lord and my 6od"
(John 20:28).

This, then, is the Jesus christ of the Bible. I believe He is the Maker of heaven
and earth. I believe He designed the human brain. I believe He upholds all things
by the word of His power, I believe all the laws of the universi are His laws. I
believe one day He will come again in power and majesty and great glory and pull
this universe apart atom by atom, and that He will put it ai togJthei again, a
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whole new universe in which righteousness will dwell. I believe everyone must
stand before Him. We must meet Him and receive from His lips as to where we
will spend eternity. I believe when you meet Him you meet ultimate and final
reality. I believe He is the only God there is. He is the whole Form of God; He
is the whole Glory of God. In Jesus Christ all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge are found infinitely and immeasurably. I believe in the infallibility of
Jesus Christ. For us He can say nothing wrong. He speaks on marriage; He
speaks on divorce; He speaks on creation; He speaks on the human predica-
ment; on the human heart and its problems. He speaks on death; He speaks on
eternity. He pronounces inerrantly on every single item that you and I will ever
meet in life. I believe He was free from all the prejudices and misconceptions and
traditions that cluttered His age. Some people thought that it was wrong to pluck
ears of corn on the Sabbath day. Some thought it was wrong to eat food unless
first they had ceremonially washed their hands. Some thought it was right to
divorce for any reason if your wife offended you. Some thought they could be
freed from the responsibilities of caring for aged parents by simply saying,
"Corban" - "My help to you is a gift of God. " Some thought it was all right to
love their neighbours and hate their enemies. Jesus was surrounded by the
confusion of people who were children of their time. He was not a Child of His
time. He was the Holy Child Jesus, and He corrected His generation on all these
issues and many more. He stood against the foe, even if it meant that they
crucified Him. He was never bought nor bribed. He could not be won by a smile
or by a frown. He never taught error. This is the Son of God who said: "I AM
THE TRUTH" around which men want us to unite. :;'

Then let us go on and ask this question - ,;' .,.'

2. How did this infallible Christ view the Scriptures of His day? '-

It would be incredible if He were silent or non-committal on so crucial a matter.
He used the Old Testament Scriptures in all sorts of circumstances. He used

them in temptation when there was a full-frontal attack from the devil. He met
the devil by quoting from the Book of Deuteronomy three times, "It iS written"
He said. He quoted pertinently and reverently throughout the temptations, ' 'It is
written". He used Scripture /o answer His enemies. He appeals to the Bible when
they are arguing about divorce, about eating corn on the Sabbath. He says to HiS
enemies, "Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures". He encouraged people in
their faith by the Scriptures. There was a man, Cleopas, and his companion, who
were distraught on the road to Emmaus. Jesus had died. The bottom of their
lives had fallen out. Jesus helped them by opening up the Scriptures, and
beginning with Moses and all the prophets He shows them all the things
concerning Himself . He calls them "fools and slow of heart not to believe". He
used Scriptureto express His ownfoilft. When He preaches in Nazareth it is that
the Scriptures should be fulfilled. When He was betrayed by Judas it was that
Scripture should be fulfilled. When they put Him to death, Scripture had said
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the Messiah would die. When they hung Him upon a cross, it was that Scripture
should be fulfilled, and when He is dying He quotes from Psalm 3l and Psalm
22. Scripture must be fulfilled. He totally trusted Scripture. He wholly obeyed
Scripture. His faith is Bible faith. He never used any other book of His age. He
never quotes from the Apocrypha once. He quotes Scripture alone.

Again, Jesus quotes from every part of Scripture. There are 179 verses of
Jesus' own teaching in which He refers to Scripture, that is, about ten per cent of
His teaching is quotation from the Old Testament. He quotes from all those
passages that men grumble at today. He quotes from Genesis 2: "In the
beginning God made them male and female." He appeals to Noah's flood. He
appeals to Lot leaving Sodom and fire and brimstone falling upon it.
"Remember Lot's wife," He says. He refers to Moses lifting up the serpent in
the wilderness, Jonah in the whale, the men of Nineveh repenting, Naaman
being cleansed from his leprosy, Elijah going to the widow of Zarephath, the
Queen of the South coming to Solomon. He quotes five prophets directly. He
quotes Isaiah. He quotes from eight Psalms. He is familiar with them. His
teaching is full of Scripture.

Again, He teaches q doctrine of Scripture. He calls the Scriptures "the
commandments of God" . He calls them ' 'the Word of God " . When He quotes
from a Psalm He says, "David himself said in the Holy Spirit". That is very
interesting. There came a time when the spirit of revelation came upon David
and then he wrote the 23rd Psalm and other Psalms. Jesus also said the Scripture
is going to endure. He compares the Scriptures with the earth. He compares
them with the stars of heaven. "It is easier for heaven and earth to pass away
than that one tittle of the law should fail," He says. Scripture is inviolable. "The
Scriptures cannot be broken" (John l0:35). "Verily, I say unto you, till heaven
and earth pass away not one jot or tittle shall in any wise pass from the law till all
befulfilled." HesaystheScripturesaretrue. "Thywordistruth" (John l7:17\.

This was the doctrine of Scripture that Jesus taught. He taught the doctrine of
the nature of God. He taught the doctrine of redemption. He taught the doctrine
of the eternal state. But this is what He taught about the Bible. Now, if the Bible
were full of mistakes should He not have warned us - should He not have told
us? Was not there one occasion on which He said, "If it were not so I would have
told you?" (John l4:2). :

So we have seen, firstly, who Jesus christ is, God Incarnate. the infallible Lord
who used the Truth, and secondly, that He taught the doctrine of the truth of
Scripture. He binds our consciences to this if He is our Lord. If the disciple is not
greater than his Master, then we are committed to believe in an infallible Bible.

3. The Lord Jesus Christ gave His Word to the apostles
Paul was very conscious that this message was not an original message starting
with him. He was conscious of the secondary nature of it, that this was a derived
message, he had received it. "I delivered unto you first of all that which I also
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received," he said. When he is summarising the Gospel in I Corinthians l5: I he
says, "I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye
have received, and wherein ye stand" (verse 3). "For I delivered unto you first of
all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures: and that he was buried and rose again the third day according to the
scriptures." When he spoke to the Galatians (l: I l-12) he said: "I certify you,
brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man, for I neither
received it of man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by
the revelation of Jesus Christ." So Paul and the apostles are conscious that they
are passing on something, that they are delivering a message that they have
received from Christ.

There is the great teaching about the Lordship of Christ, about His incarna-
tion, about His redemption, about the meaning of His sufferings, about His
resurrection, and Paul says, "I am handing it down in my preaching and in my
letters". It did not begin with Paul. Paul received it. He did not get it from man;
he did not get it even from the apostles, but he got it directly from Jesus Himself.
He spent those years in the wilderness. Just as John the Baptist received his
commission and preparation in the wilderness and went out and awakened the
country, so Paul had spent time in the wilderness in the presence of Christ. The
Lord had spoken to him on the road to Damascus and clarified things in regard
to the doctrine of Scripture. There is not an hair's breadth of difference between
the apostles' attitude to the Word of God and their Lord's attitude. Paul says in
2 Timothy 3:16: "All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness";
Peter tells us "The prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Peter I :21). So the
authors of the New Testament Letters had the same attitude to Scripture as the
Lord Himself. The apostles quote every part of the Old Testament. The only
hpok from the Old Testament that is not quoted directly in the New Testament is
the Book of Esther. In Hebrews where David or Isaiah are quoted you will find
the author to the Hebrews saying, "God said". Paul in Acts22 said he believed
everything that is written in the prophets, and you will find for Peter the writings
of Paul are laid on exactly the same level as the Scriptures of the Old Testament,
2 Peter 3: 16. So all Scripture is from God. If you ask the Lord Jesus Christ how
full, how total is the inspiration, then He says, "Not a jot or a tittle of the law
shall pass away until all be fulfilled".

What we mean by inspiration is that God came in the exercise of a very, very
special providence and supervised the writing of the whole of the Scriptures. It is
not simply that God showed men something and let them write it down as they
pleased, let them feel something and then they composed it in their own words.
The inspiration is related directly to the writing. You might protest, "But to err is
human - we can't have human activity without sin or error" - but the problem
is a different one. Is not God able so to superintend, so to supervise, so to rule
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and overrule the operation of the human mind as to ensure that men say exactly
what God wants them to say, and to write exactly what God wants them to write?
It is interesting in Revelation l0:4, where John is about to write something and
God says to him, "Write it not". So God allowed these men the use of their
personalities, the exercise of their faculties, their minds, their memories, their
emotions. God freely enabled them to use their experiences and even auto-
biographical references. In all their writings God insisted that they put down and
recorded exactly what He wanted them to record. "He works all things after the
counsel of his own will." He prevented them from teaching error. There was no
destruction of their personality - nor was it always dictation on God's part,
although there are elements of an immediacy and an intimacy like that, but the
great comprehensive idea and the whole of this concept is that every Scripture is
inspired by God in the sense that every part of Scripture says exactly what God
intends it to say. It bears the infallible testimony to God Himself and to His will
for our salvation.

4. l,rlt me mention the difficulties
There is a difference between difficulties and errors. The Bible is insistent that
the universe is God's creation of heaven and earth. It would have no existence
without Him, in fact. He tells us that He made it in Christ. "By him were all
things made." "Without him was not anything made that was made." In
Genesis I you see God's approach to creation from the simple to the complex -
six great acts - the first day light; second day the skies and sea; third day earth;
fourth day sun and moon; fifth day birds and fishes; sixth day animals and man;
seventh day God rested. Some of these acts were out of nothing, and in others
of those acts God made out of already existent material of His creation. Imme-
diately God creates something, then it is not natural; it is supernatural - it is
miraculous. God said, "Let there be light"; and immediately there is light. At
once you could see that light stretching out from one part of the universe to the
other. You might say, "Light travels so many millions of miles in a year and now
the universe must be 300 million years old". But in fact God had acted and He
had made the light in a moment. When God made Adam he would probably
have looked about 23 years old, but he was made a minute earlier out of the
dust of the earth and then God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and he
became a living being. Jesus turns water into wine; the man tastes it and he
says, "good old wine", but we know it was only a minute old. Jesus multiplies
the loaves and fishes and it is bread, not flour and water; it is bread imme-
diately made by Him. This is the Creator. We thank God for the wonders of
Genesis l. God created the universe, He made the first man, Adam; there was no
sin, no death when God made man. It was a perfect world and this was an
historic fall that plunged Adam and all of us into sin and death. The Lord
Jesus, the apostles, the New Testament, the Christian faith teaches this. It is a
non-negotiable doctrine.
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Then there is the other difficulty of the violence in the Old Testament. It
teaches "an eye for an eye" - just an eye. It says you don't kill someone if by
accident you lost an eye through a fight. "A tooth for a tooth" - not "a life for
a tooth". The punishment must fit the crime. There were occasions when whole
civilisations were so evil they had to be exterminated, like the Flood in Noah's
time, which was a great example of an irredeemable civilisation; Joshua's army,
similarly, faces a Canaanite situation verminous in its wickedness. God puts a
sentence of death upon it and His executioner is Joshua and his hosts. Then
when Israel falls into the same sin, the same judgment of death comes upon them
all. So the laws are not nationalist; they are a demonstration of the divine
rectitude, God's justice. They remind us we are living in a moral universe; what a
man sows that he also reaps. They are not judicial activities that are models for
the Church to practice today, because God has not given us the sword. He has
given us spiritual weapons of warfare. Those events in the Old Testament point
forward to the Day of Judgment; they are eschatalogical.

Consider in that light some of the sentiments in the Psalmsi €.9., "Happy shall
he be that takes your little ones and dashes them against a stone". We call these
"Imprecatory Psalms". Some people say they cannot reconcile these with a God
of love. They say, "How can you reconcilethat with John 3: l6?". Those prayers
in the Psalms are expressions of Old Testament believers who are surrounded by
their enemies, like "the bulls of Bashan" that want to gore them to death, like
wolves that want to tear them in pieces, they blaspheme the Name of the Lord
and want to wholly destroy and exterminate the Name of the Lord from the
earth. These Old Testament believers are pronouncing these longings for
vindication and judgment in God's Name and in vivid poetic language, "Let
God arise; let his enemies be scattered".

Now there is another difficulty and that isyou r dfficutty - and I do not know
what it is. I seem to find too many who seem to have one particular problem
passage in the Bible, and they really worry about it and it seems the devil gets at
them and sows doubts in their minds - "Can God really have said that? " . Satan
comes to them and says, "Hath God said?". He said that to our first parents, so
it would seem incredible if that ploy of Satan's of doubting the Word of God had
stopped now - he will do his best to undermine our faith in particular passages
of the Word of God.

Yes, there are problem verses, though there are not many of them, and they
have been around for hundreds of years. Augustine wrote about them 1,600
years ago; Christians have been looking at them for centuries and answering
objections to them from cynics and the despisers of the Gospel and from those
who hatethe Word of God, rightupuntiltheliberalcritics of ourownday. There
is nothing new under the sun. Buy a good commentary if you have a problem
with a verse in Scripture and see what the author says. Talk to another Christian,
or to your pastor.
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There are difficulties, but most difficulties are greatly exaggerated. I have
books at home that are free from error - manuals that come with machines that
I buy and they are wholly true. If there is a mistake in them, which is possible, the
manufacturer will correct the error in those manuals. If the books of men are
true, how much more this Book which every generation is summoned to under-
stand and learn and live out and proclaim and charge to the consciences of men
and women that they must believe this Word is the Word of God.

5. I want now to say something about our coldness to Scripture
. . . because that is the greatest difficulty of all, not the Word itself, but us.

I was reading about that "blessed man" in the lst Psalm, and we are told that
"His delighl is in the law of the Lord and in that law does he meditate day and
night". He really loves the Bible. Now that is a searching test of my Christianity -
not only that we read it diligently every day, and we sit under the best preaching
each Sunday that we can hear, but actually to love it -that we have fallen in love
with the Bible. Now, is that our relationship to Scripture? Is it not true that
sometimes our preference is for other literature, that the delight has shifted from
the Scriptures to some devotional book or some biography. One of the most
intriguing things is what some say they do for relaxation. Now when a man
relaxes he does something he loves doing. Do you say, "I study the Bible because
I have to, because it is food for my faith, it is part of my discipline, but when I
relax I do something else"? - and that whole element of delight has shifted
away and we are not turning to God's Word for pleasure. When we want
pleasure we go to something else; but we go to God's Word for duty and
discipline and information. And before we know where we are, we have ceased
to delight in the law of the Lord.

I think increasingly we make some distinction between our religion and our
pleasure. There are people who would never think of coming to a christian
conference for a holiday, who would never think of the prayer meeting as a night
out. We have lost this commitment to the delight of the Word, the joy of our
devotion. But the blessed man, he delights in the law of the Lord. He finds
pleasure in religion. There is no dichotomy between religion and pleasure;
religion is what he loves. It is his preferred occupation. when he has time he is
reading the Bible and meditating on it. He is reflecting on the law of God. oh he
loves the Bible! It is wonderful! He is intrigued by God's Word day by day, by
the evidences of its inspiration, the marvellous accuracy of every word, the
complexity of so many of its statements, its stirring concept, its remarkable use
of propositions. He is moved by the details of its language and he is taken up by
Scripture. Here is a man loving the Bible; he is enthused by the Bible. you
carry it: it is something we can handle and weigh; it is one tangible proof that
God exists, that God is. It is an objective proof of the reality of God. So the
Christian is in love with the Word of God - SO LET US CONFESS THE
INFALLIBILITY OF SCRIPTURE.
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Let the infallibility of Christ drive us to that confession as we submit to our
Lord and God. Then we ourselves will say that Scripture is true - "Thy word is
truth". Never stop there. The devils believe that the Bible is the word of God.
The devils are very orthodox; they believe that it is the inerrant and infallible
Word of God. I am saying, "Let's love it; let us delight in it". The devils never
delight in the word of God. But all God's people love this word of God more
and more and more, till they meet Him whom they have met in its pages
throughout their lives. God bless His Word to us.

John Gilt
John Gitl and the Cause of God and Truth

George M. Ella
Go Publications, The Cairn, Hilltop, Eggleston, Co. Durham DLl2 OAU

pp. 365 - f9.95

JOHN GILL, born on 23rd Novem ber, 1697 ,was for over fifty years pastor of
Goat's Yard chapel (seating nearly 1,000) at Horsleydown and later at carter
Lane, Southwark. He settled there in l719 at a time when the Baptist Churches
were still finding their feet after the Restoration persecutions and the severe anti-
Dissenting laws that followed. called by the Lord's grace as a young man, John
saw "the exceeding sinfulness of his own sin and the need for another righteous-
ness to take its place. He was enabled, through the gift of faith, to believe in
christ who promised to indwell him, and to trust in Him for his eternal hope"
(page 4l). Gill died in l77l and led a blameless personal life ably assisted by his
godly wife.

Later we read that when Gill took over the pastorate, "he did so at a time when
the Baptist churches were split asunder by faulty teaching concerning the
Sonship of christ, the Person of God, the scope of the Fall and the nature of the
Atonement. In opposing these heresies, Gill taught both the sovereignty and
grace of God in salvation and not only the need for repentance but also the need
for a turning away from sin to the Saviour of sinners who was true God. Though
Gill stressed the inability of man to do anything of himself which was pleasing
to God, he nevertheless also emphasised the responsibility of man in placing
himself in the spiritual mess he was in. In other words Gill brought together the
very doctrines which were dividing the Churches asunder, as his contemporaries
were, on the whole, tending to emphasise either the human or the divine element
in a life of faith. As we have the very sa.me situation today, it would pay us to
have a new look at Gill" (page269). Dr. Ella further states that, "Heresies such
as Deism, Arianism, popery and Arminianism were held by . . . thousands upon
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thousands in the various denominations of Gill's day and the general teaching on
sanctification and holin_ess was very low because of these heiesies" (paee tl+).

Learned in Hebrew, Greek and Latin, Gill was for many years a leaier-among
the Baptists and apart from his famous work, The cause ojGod and rruth, and
his commentary on the whole Bibre (recently republish.o in usa.;, he was the
author of many other works, including An Exposition of the song' of solomon
and a Body of Divinity. Had he been in the church of bngland, bifu may well
have become a bishop, but when he, for his learning, wal given an honorary
degree of DD from the University of Aberdeen hJ'made-the characteristit
remark, "I never thought of it, bought it, or sought it" (page l3g).

In days when certain magazines are charging ,,hyper-cdviiism"'upon others
the author deals with this arid subject in relation to br. Gill and findsihe charge
quite untrue. Even Gill's well known successor, c. H. spurgeon, defendea citt
against these charges and Dr. Ella deals with some latter-^day-,.hyper-Fullerites',
(as he says they should be called) who still belittle Gill's name.

An example of Gill's stalwart defence of the truth of God and the doctrines ofgrace was seen when he took up the cudgels against the rank Arminian John
wesley, who had stated for example, "I biliev& Saint may fall away;that one
who is holy or righteous in the judgment of God himself, may nevertheless so fall
from-God, as to perish everlastingly" (page 220). rnanother place the author
stated: "John wesley, who campaigned against biil's teachinj on the need for
christ's imputed righteousness, election and the perseverenc. Jrth. saints, kept
a good opinion of his strongest contestant. Afteifiring a few broadsides againit
Gill's calvinism which Gill more than adequately debinked, wesley hoistld the
white flag and retired from the combat. Talking one day to Toplady, wesley
affirmed of Gill, 'he is a positive man, and fights for his own opinionsitr.ough
thick and thin'." Dr. Ella adds, ,,If Gill's most ardent enemies spoke of himln
this positive way, one can imagine how high an opinion his many friends must
have had of him" (paee 20). It is interesting to iecall that topiady's famous
hym!, "Rock of Ages" first appeared in the Gospel Magozine as a reply to
attacks by Wesley on the doctrines of grace.

Toplady, when in Gill's area, attended the parish church first to keepthe Book
of common Proyer, and then went to Gill's chapel ,.to hear agood sermon" ! This
was nearer a true ecumenism than the pseudo-ecumenism of today! Toplady
wrote after Gill's death: "The Doctor considered not any subject superficially oi
by halves. As deeply as human sagacity, enlightened bygiace, could ienetrate, he
went to the bottom of .everything he engaged in. with aiolidity of ju-dgment, and
with an acuteness of discernment, peculiar to few, he exhausied,-as it were, the
very soul and substance of most arguments he undertook" (page 135).

Dr. Doudney (editor of Gosper Magazine from lg40-lg9i) ias so'impressed
with the Baptist scholar's works that he wrote in a preface to Gill', E p oiition o7
the song of solomon that he found in it ,,a savouiand power for which *. *.r.
scarcely prepared" and he commended the work highiy (page l9).
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Dr. Ella has done a careful workmanlike job in a positive way and takes the
reader through various disputes and troubles of that important era in the
Christian Church. This is a useful book and calls for careful and concentrated
reading which will not be unprofitable. D.C.R.

FURTHER BOOK REYIEW
Prophet of the Coming Day of the Lord. The Message of Joel. O. Palmer
Robertson. Evangelical Press. pp. 126. U.95.
Throughout Scripture repentance appears as a Gospel word, a word that brings
good news. The first word of John the Baptist, the advance herald of the New
Covenant, was "Repent!". The first word of the Gospel as preached by Jesus
was "Repent!". The first word of the apostle Peter as he instructed the
enquiring Jews concerning the way they could be saved was "Repent!". So it
should not be surprising that Joel emphasises the necessity of repentance as the
only proper preparation for the coming Day of the Lord.

The book is in five sections: The Day of the Locust; The Day of the Lord; The
Restored People; The Outpoured Spirit; The Valley of Decision. The publishers
have added to the Welwyn Commentary Series a book which deals with weighty
matters that continue to have significance today. It is to be recommended. J.C.

Plase obt&t oty books ranlcwcd or advcrtised from your local Christion bookshop, os wc rcgretfully arc not
in a position to supply yow requhements.
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