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A liaing and dying PnRven for the HoLrEsr BurEvEn

in ile World.

I .

P OCK of Ages, cleft for me,
^\ 

Let me hide mvfelf in Thee !
Let the Water and the Blood,
From thy riven Side which flow'd,
Be of Sin the double Cure,
Cleanfe me from it's Guilt and Pow'r.

Not the labors of ,Xy una,
Can fullfrll thy Law's demands:
Could my zeal no refpite know,
Could my tears forever flow,
All for Sin could not atone :
Thou muft fave, and Thou alone !

3 .
Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to thy Crofs I cl ing;

' Naked, come to Thee for Drefs;
Ffelplefs, look to Thee for grace ;
Foul, I to the fountain fy:
IVa{h me, Sevron, or I die !

4.
' Whilft I drarv this fleeting breath-

When rny eye-ftrings break in death-
When I foar through tra&s unknown-
See Thee on th)' Judgment-Throne-
Rocr of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myfelf in Tnee !

. - . . .  .  A.  T.
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Facsimile of the Hymn: "Rock of Ages", as it appcarcd, its first publicatio,
in the GospelMagazine, 1776.
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Editorial
THERE ARE few people today who are not pressed with burdens of one kind or
another, some finding themselves almost at breaking point. Burdens are a
common experience, no one is exempt from them in some form or other. To
those with burdens of responsibility, anxiety or sorrow, the Bible is a mine of
consolation and strength.

We are exhorted to "bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of
Christ" (Galatians 6:2).It is good to forget our own troubles and to think of
others; we can usually find someone in worse straits than ourselves. We are not
to allow others to sink under their load when it.is in our power to help either by
word or deed.

We are urged, "Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee"
(Psalm 55:22), God is not impassive and indifferent to our troubles - "in all
their affliction he was afflicted" (Isaiah 63:9). we are invited to bring each duty,
responsibility, fear and fret and to cast it upon the Lord. We are not only to tell
Him of our cares but also to trust Him with them. If we do this, we shall find that
He will fulfil His promise to sustain us. It is the upward, trustful and prayerful
look that brings the needed grace.

"Are we weak and heavy laden,
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, still our refuge,
Take it to the Lord in prayer."
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A Long Standing Case
A Sermon by the Editor

"And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen yearc,
and was bowed together, and could in no wise hft up herself" (Luke 13:ll)

WE HAVE HERE for our consideration one of the miracles of the Lord Jesus
christ, a miracle that was accomplished on the Sabbath Day and which aroused
the indignation of the Jewish leaders. This miracle brought our Lord into direct
collision with the rulers and the assembly in the Synagogue. Our Lord
confronted them, and particularly the ruler, and addressed him in the strongest
of language: "Thou hypocrite." The Lord reasoned with the man, telling him
that he would not object to a farmer taking his animals out to the watering on the
Sabbath Day, how much more then should good be done to human beings and,
if it was no breach of the Fourth Commandment to show kindness to obstinate
beasts, surely we should show kindness to a daughter of Abraham because the
Sabbath was made for man's delight and benefit; it was appointed to promote
man's best and highest interests.

Notice here, in passing, how strong the Lord Jesus christ could be! There is a
general feeling around these days to the effect that our Lord would never say
anything to anyone only in the kindest of terms. Not at all! He would do that, of
course, but there was also the sterner side and He could speak to these rulers of
the Synagogue in unmistakable language: "Thou hypocrite. " Notice how stern,
strong and resolute our Lord was as He turned face to face to this ruler of the
Synagogue and denounced him. Our Lord did not lack courage, and this was no
time for a tactful approach; this demanded the strongest of language.

But let us look particularly at the case of this woman. Hers was a long standing
case. I want you to notice something of the desperate plight of this woman
because, if ever there were a pathetic case, here it is.

First of all, she was deformed. For eighteen years she had bcco unable to
straighten up. She had been obliged to shuffle around doubled up. opinions
vary as to the cause of the trouble. Some think she had an arthritic spine. Others
think she had spondylitis. whatever it was, for eighteen years sickness had been
her constant companion. when you come to think of it, eighteen years is a long
time. It is quite a stretch in anyone's life.

Then notice, she was defeated. She had, says Luke, a spirit of infirmity or, as it
is literally, a spirit which had caused infirmity. It seems to indicate that
supernatural power lay behind the physical trouble and she was certainly
defeated. She had a permanent and unnatural contraction of the body,
curvature of the spine, "bowed together" says Luke, "and could in no *ise lift
up herself". This spirit of infirmity had affected her nervous system. Now,
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there are many who have bodies that are bent on account of sickness, and heavy
burdens making them prematurely old, but there are often upright souls to be
found in such bodies. This woman was one of them. "She could in no wise lift up
herself." This indicates that she made the effort. She did not enjoy being ill
(some people, I understand, do), but not this woman. She had put everything she
had got into rectifying the situation. She was deformed; she was defeated.

Then she was diligent. Here is a striking example in the use of the means of
grace because, in spite of her suffering and her infirmity, she found her way to
the place where God's Day was honoured, where God's Word was read and
where God's people met together, and she was there in spite of her pain. She was
there in spite of the fact that her appearance invited attention and made her the
object of pity, and she found a rich reward for her trouble. She came
sorrowfully, but she went away rejoicing, and her conduct may well put to
shame Christians who are strong and healthy but, who for the flimsiest of
reasons, absent themselves from the house of God. There is an unusual
complaint around in some places and I understand they call it "morbus
Sabbaticus" - which, translated into plain language, is "sunday sickness". It
attacks at certain hours on the Sabbath Day but recovery is rapid and the patient
is better in time to eat Sunday lunch, or, if the attack comes on in the evening,
to have supper and go to bed in good spirits, and it is generally called
"indisposition". What a lot of "morbus Sabbaticus" there is around in England
today! But this woman was not afflicted with it. She certainly had other ailments
to contend with, but "morbus Sabbaticus" was not one of them!

Some people find divine service a weariness and they feel relieved when it is
over, but the renewed heart finds no such trouble in keeping the Lord's Day, in
attending God's house. Such take up the words of the Psalmist: ,,Oh, how
amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts! My soul longeth, yea, even
fainteth for the courts of the Lord" (Psalm 84:l-2). They can take up the words
of David in Psalm 122: "I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the
house of the Lord."

This woman, notice, did not use her terrible bodily infirmity as an excuse to
stay away from God's house. Indeed, it is often the frail and the elderly that are
the most regular in attendance at God's house. But, I want to put it to you like
this, what a lot she would have missed that day if she had been absent. Blessing
came upon her in the pathway of duty and obedience. she had suffered long,
but she did not complain. It could not have been easy for her to have maintained
a buoyant faith when the waves of circumstances threatened to destroy her.
She could not understand .the ways of God - they were past finding
out - but she trusted in the darkness. she doubtless knew the words of Job:
"Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him", and her eyes shone through
her tears. To those who had a heart she was an object of pity and to others she
was an object of ridicule, but her faith did not waver. The desperate plight
of this woman!
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The delivering power of the Lord: "When Jesus saw her." Immediately, He
was drawn to this poor woman's need, and this is the more remarkable because
the women's section of the Synagogue was quite separate from the men's, but
the Lord saw her. Does it not remind us of the words in the proverbs: "The eyes
of the Lord are in every place beholding the evil and the good." Nothing is hid
from Him. Nothing escapes Him. unto Him all hearts are open and desires
known - from Him nothing is hidden. some eyes, of course, are sharp to notice
defects, but the Lord was quick to notice suffering and need, and this woman,s
presence was at once noted.

Then notice, the loving call: "He called her unto him." This miracle was
wrought entirely unasked. The sight of misery set the cords of the Lord's heart
vibrating, and spontaneous sympathy flowed from Him, unasked.

Surely this is a wonderful illustration of how the divine love just pours itself
out on men and women and gives itself without stint. How many of our Lord's
miracles were of that order! Take, for instance, the raising of the widow's son at
Nain. When the Lord and His disciples encountered the funeral procession
nothing was said to Him, but the Lord's heart was moved to its depths and His
heart went out to this poor woman. she was a widow; she had lost her only son;
her life would look grim and black. He raised the young man to life again - an
outflowing of His love and sympathy! So it was here. Now, if He does so much
unasked, what will He not do for those who call upon Him in faith. It stands
written, "Before they call I will answer".

The call was an audible one. It was capable of being heard at a distance. It was
personal; it was for her alone. This was an effectuat cail. lt was similar to
Bartimaeus when he called out in his blindness, "Jesus, thou Son of David, have
mercy upon me", and you remember how those in the crowd said to him, "Rise
up, he calleth thee". Bartimaeus alone in that instance. This woman alone in all
the crowd in the Temple that day, He spoke His word to her.

what o cheering word it was.lt gaveher real hope. The saviour called her and,
wonder of wonders! the Saviour still sees the needs of men and women; He still
sees the needs of every heart, and He still calls men and women to Himself. The
words of the invitation still stand in Holy writ: "come unto me all 1'e that are
weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest. " Also, when the Bible is abut to
close it closes with that wonderful invitation, "Let him that is athirst, 6es1s" -
a gracious invitation. It is not for nothing that we sing in that old cocpcl hymn:

"Pass me not O gentle Saviour,

fi,'fii,lJ#,T:.T;fi'o" ",, cauing, : i
Do not pass me by."

The assuring word: "woman, thou art loosed from thine infirndtv." what a
word of tenderness and power that was. In the original Greek it n , rs rhat it was
something that was to take place immediately and to have a pe :

I
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"Thou art loosed from thine infirmity. " It was not just a temporary relief. This
was something permanent and lasting, and I put it to you, is not this a picture of
the Gospel - "Thou art loosed from thine infirmity"? - because our Lord
Jesus came to loosen men and women from the yoke of bondage. He alone can
loose. By sin we are bound and fettered and defeated and frustrated. He alone
can loose the power of sin. The call on the Damascus road was a tremendous
encounter for the Apostle Paul. The Lord said to Ananias: "Go thy way: for he
is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my n.Lme before the Gentiles, and kings, and
the children of Israel." The blessings that the Lord brings are immediately
available. He said to Zaccheus: "This day is salvation come unto this house."
Salvation is always a present possession.

There was something more: there was the healing touch. "He laid his hands
upon her." Our Lord's hands certainly ministered to men and women. The Lord
touched the leper who had been out of contact with loved ones, maybe, for
years; he was forced to keep his distance and to cry, "Unclean, unclean". But
the Lord went and touched him. That must have spoken volumes! Here our
Lord laid His hands upon this woman and called her to Him. What a pathetic
and yet wonderful sight it must have been to see her hobbling as best she could to
Him where she was to receive the deliverance she so much needed. This cure was
twofold, by a word and by a touch; His word of sympathy was followed by His
touch of power. There is confirmation and cheer in the pressure of His hands,
and those bonds spiritually and physically by which she was held were loosed.
Yes, the Lord Jesus can still effect immediate, permanent cure for spiritual ills,
and cures of long standing can soften hearts which seem as hard as the nether
millstone. He can bend stubborn wills that have been set on self-pleasing and sin
and the world. He can create and He can transform, renew and quicken with
irresistible power and grace.

The outcome: "Immediately she was made straight" (verse 13). I do not know
if you are familiar with the Book of Ecclesiastes. Solomon there, in spite of his
wisdom, said, "that which is crooked cannot be made straight", but here he was
wrong, because Christ made that which was crooked straight. "Immediately she
was made straight." What a transformation for this woman! I wonder if she was
like that women mentioned in the Gospel record who spent all her money on
various physicians but, instead of getting better, grew worse - progressively
worse? But that day was the end of this women's problem. Immediately she was
made whole.

She glorified God. How rapturous was the praise from this woman's lips ! She
was not like the lepers who took the blessing but forgot all about the Giver, and
our Lord stood in amazement and said: "Were there not ten, but where are the
nine?" Not so with this woman, she glorifed God.

Are we not sometimes remiss ourselves in this? We ask God for various things,
for His gracious intervention, for His overruling and, when the blessing comes,
we alas quickly forget about it and we do not glorify God and give Him thanks.

l l 3



ll4 The Gospel Mago-ziie

So we need to take ourselves to task and say, "Do I live a God-glorifying life?".
In Peter's First Letter it says we have been "called out of darkness to show forth
the praises" of Him who hath done this. Paul could pray for the Thessalonians
that the name of the Lord Jesus may be glorified in them. Do we live lives that
glorify Him? What a wonderful story this is!

Do we not see in this a pledge for the future? Where did sickness begin? It
began with the entrance of sin into the world, but there is a day coming when sin
will be destroyed, when sorrow will be dispersed and care will be dispelled, for
"there will be no more crying or tears" as the last Book in the Bible tells us, "for
the former things are passed away". "Behold l make all things new. " There will
be "a new heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness" and in that
day the crooked shall be made straight. What a wonderful story!

A word by way of application. Christ still sees. That is a comforting as well as a
searching thought. Remember that lovely hymn - an evening hymn:

"Thy kind but searching glance can scan
The very wounds that shame would hide.',

He can see our need. He can see into the deepest recesses of your heart and mine.
The question is, what does he see?

Again, christ is still able and willing to do for us what we cannot do for
ourselves. So that old hymn goes on:

"Thy touch has still its ancient power,
No word from Thee can fruitless fall."

Whatsoever may be your need, He is able to meet it this day, and Christ still hears
the cry of faith. He is not deaf. "His arm is not shortened that it cannot save,
neither his ear heavy that it cannot hear," and so the old hymn goes on:

" Hear in this solemn evening hour
And in Thy mercy heal us all."

Thank God for such a saviour who is willing and "able to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by him", for He oloneis,,The Way, the Truth,
and the Life"- 11s man can come unto the Father but by Him. Amen. M.H.

"Say not my soul, 'From whence can God relieve my care?,;
Remember that Omnipotence has servants everywhere.
His method is sublime, His heart profoundly kind,
God never is before His time and never is behind."

e
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

THE RIGHT VOTE

AT AN ELECTION TIME we are bombarded on TV, in the newspapers and by
leaflets through our letterboxes, with information from each candidate. All are
making promises about what they would do if they were elected.

"Our way is the best!" they will say. "Vote for us." "We will provide what
you need." "You will be better off with us - pay less tax." The promises are
endless.

In our spiritual life we have to cast our vote too. Some people vote'for
themselves. Self is most important for them and all their decisions are aimed at
pleasing themselves. Others vote for their friends and classmates. They give in to
peer pressure and go with the crowd.

The wise person will vote for Jesus. He is the Son of God, the only Way. "I am
the way, the truth and the life," He tells us in His Word, "no man comes to the
Father but by me."

He alone can provide what we really need above all else - the forgiveness of
sins. He also promises peace and j oy to those who follow Him . ' 'My peace I give
unto you. " "The kingdom of God is . . . righteousness and peace and joy in the
Holy Ghost."

The promises that Jesus makes to us are sure. Any politician may make a
promise but we cannot be sure that he will be able to keep it. But Jesus' Word is
true and constant. "I am with you always," He says and He means it.

His salvation is free, without money and without price.
With Jesus we have the promise of the best possible future. He is able to do

exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think (Ephesians 3:20). The
promise to His people is: "My God shall supply all your need according to his
riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:19). The ultimate provision is to
be with Christ in heaven for all eternity. What a glorious prospect!

We will never want to replace Jesus if we vote for Him. The politician we pick
today will be replaced in a few years time at the longest. But Jesus' love is an
everlasting love. As one man said so concisely, "Nothing less than Christ can
satisfy and when we find Him nothing more could be desired."

PUZZLN

When a politician is looking for votes he puts out a manifesto, a statement telling
what he and his party would provide if they were in power. What is Jesus'
manifesto? What does He do for us if we believe in Him? The initials of the
missing words spell out the word MANIFESTO.

l l 5
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him to be sin for us . . . (2 Corinthians 5).

2. we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus christ, by whom we have now
received the (Romans 5).

3. Therefore if any man be in Christ he is a
(2 Corinthians 5).

4. I will and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go
(Psalm 32).

5. In whom we have redemption through his blood, the
of sins, according to the riches of his grace @phesians l).

6. And the Lord shall deliver me from everv
(2 Timothy 4).

7. From a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee
wrse unto through faith which is in Christ Jesus
(2 Timothy 3).

8. If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know
the - and the shall make vou free
(John 8).

9. So Christ was
(Hebrews 9).

offered to bear the sins of manv . . .

Sowing and Reaping
SUSAN GLASS

(Miss Glass, who died recently, worked for many years with the Derbyshire
village Mission. Thb is one of the many letters she wrote to people in the viliages.)

AS I HAVE BEEN TTTINKING and praying about the message for this letter, a
verse from one of the Psalms and one from the book of Ecclesiastes have been
bringing encouragement to my own heart. "He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him" (Psalm 126:6). "In the morning sow thy seid, and in the
evening withhold not thine hand; for thou knowest not whether shall prosper,
either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good" (Ecclesiastls I f:6).
Here we having the thought of "sowing and Reaping". Let us see what the
Word of God has to say about this important subject.

creature

work . .
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SOWING

Preparation of soil
Before a farmer sows his seed he prepares the ground. And before the seed of
God's Word can be sown, there must be the preparation of "soil" (heart); the
weeds must be dealt with; there is so much to be rooted out before we can begin
to sow - false teaching, ignorance of God's Word, superstition, bigotry,
tradition, self-righteousness, etc., etc. "Break up your fallow ground, and sow
not among thorns" (Jeremiah 4:3).

How to sow
By preaching the Word of God, by personal conversation, house-to-house
visiting and the distribution of literature containing the Scriptures. We are to
sow in tears. "They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. " "He that go ethforih'and
weepeth bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him." Have you ever wept over souls? John welch, the
Scottish preacher, spent hours praying and weeping for the souls under his care.
His wife complained when she found him one night lying on the ground
weeping, but he said to her, "I have the souls of 3,000 to answer for, and I know
not how it is with many of them!".

Where to sow
"Sow beside all waters" (Isaiah 32:20). "Go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature," said Jesus to His disciples. They were to preach
without discrimination of nation, class or colour.

When to sow
At all times. "Preach the word, be instant in season, out of season" (2 Timothy
4:2\."lnthemorning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand."''#iitll::i:*ti:ft 

i, n.,,eed,
Broadcast it o'er the land."

In all weathers
When weather conditions are adverse I have seen farmers out in the fields sowing
the seed. "He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the
clouds shall not reap" (Ecclesiastes I l:4). How often these words have come to
me when visiting house-to-house in wintry weather!

In spite of opposition
When the disciples were persecuted, beaten, threatened) imprisoned and
commanded not to teach or preach in the Name of Jesus, they said: "We cannot

tt7
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but speak the things which we have seen and heard," and they continued to
preach the Word. This was their prayer: "Lord, behold their threatenings and
grant unto thy servants that with all boldness they may speak thy word."

The Seed
"The seed is the word of God" (Luke 8: l l). There is life and power in God's
Word, and souls are born again by the Word of God. "Being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God which liveth and
abideth for ever" (l Peter l:23). "Preach the word" was Paul's advice to young
Timothy. "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans
10:17). "Is not my word like as a fire, saith the Lord, and like a hammer that
breaketh the rock in pieces?" (Jeremiah 23:29). "For the word of God is quick
and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit . . . and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart" (Hebrews 4:12). This is the seed we must sow if we would
reap a harvest.

The seed must be nurtured
In the natural realm the seed is nurtured by sun, rain, wind, snow and frost.
Rain - God's Word must be watered by prayer. Wind - It is the work of the
Holy Spirit through the Word to convict, quicken and save a soul. In Ezekiel's
vision of the valley of dry bones (Ezekiel 37) God showed the prophet that the
dry bones would come to life by the word of God and the Spirit of God (the four
winds). Snow and frosl - Hard and difficult though the work may be - it is
likened to labouring- all is necessary in sowing the seed and nurturing it.

THE RESPONSE TO SOWING

The response will be varied as we can see in our Lord's parable in St. Luke's
Gospel chapter 8. The seed fell on different kinds of ground. Wayside - The
fowls of the air devoured the seed, likened to Satan who snatches away the seed
of the Word of God from "wayside" hearers. On rock - It withered away, like
those who hear and for a while believe, but in time of temptation fall away. The
seed did not take root. Among thorns - which choked the seed, and Jesus
likened the thorns to the cares, riches and pleasures of this life. what an up-to-
date picture! These three things are choking the seed of God's Word today.
Good ground -Here the seed sprang up and bare fruit an hundredfold. But we
are to sow the seed whatever the response, for we do not know which shall
prosper - only God knows. The prophets were told to proclaim God's Word
whether the people responded or not. "Thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the
Lord God, and they, whether they will hear or whether they will forbear, yet
shall know that there hath been a prophet among them" (Ezekiel 2:4-5). We are
to give people the opportunity of hearing, so that in the Day of Judgment they

I
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will not be able to say they had not heard. In Ezekiel 33, there is a solemn
responsibility on both prophet and people. The prophet was to be a watchman
and "blow the trumpet". In other words, he was to preach God's Word and
warn the people of coming judgment, and if he failed to do so God would hold
him responsible - "If thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that
wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand."
But if he was faithful and gave the message and the people did not respond, their
blood would be upon their own heads (verses 4-9). We too have a similar
responsibility today.

REAPING

"He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." "They that sow in tears
shall reap in joy." "In due season we shall reap if we faint not" (Galatians 6:9).

There are some things to bear in mind with regard to reaping. First of all we are
assured that there will be o harvest whether we see it or not - "shall doubtless".
"My word . . . shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it" (Isaiah 55:l l).

It is God that giveth the increase
The farmer ploughs the land and he sows the seed, then nature does its work, and
after a time the green shoots appear. And we too may plough and sow, but the
bringing of a soul to birth is the work of God. "I have planted, Apollos watered,
but God gave the increase" (l Corinthians 3:6). The note on Acts 2:l-18 in the
Scripture Union Doily Notes for lfth June says, "God had given repentanceto
these Gentiles. That is to say man cannot even respond to the good news unless
God grants it. Similarly, faith itself is described as God's gift (philippians l:29).
How humbling this is to our pride! All is of God. However hard it may be for us
to understand, while we remain responsible creatures, we are still helpless unless
the Father first 'draws' us (John 6:44). Moreover, God's purposes of grace do
not fail" (Rev. J. W. Charley). In view of this there should be no pressure on our
part or we shall have spurious conversions.

The following is a quotation from an article by the late Rev. J. W. Walker
entitled "Conversion - True or Counterfeit": "There can be spurious
conversions; turning without the principle within; an outward adjustment of
behaviour without the root of a new life. Thousands are being deluded into
thinking that they are born again because they have made a decision, performed
some outward act, practised the rites of their Church, or reformed their conduct.
If there has been no implanting of the new life by the Holy Spirit, there has
been no conversion."

We must not faint
"We shall reap if we faint not."
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We must have patience

"The husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long
patience for it" (James 5:7).

Faith must be exercised
we are to wait for the harvest in faith; as the Rev. paul cook reminded us at the
Convention, no work will prosper without faith in God - we are not to despair,
for to despair is to sin.

We shall reap in joy
what a joyful time harvest is! - after the long waiting time and the hard and
arduous work. And what a joyful time it will be when we shall see - either here
or hereafter - the great harvest of souls. If we sow in tears we shall reap in joy.

one last thought - the harvest is not left in the fields, but gatherea iniria
cared for. And those who have come to know the Lord JesuJChrist as their
Saviour, should not be neglected, but nurtured and care for. The Rev. c. D.
Alexander, writing on "conversion and Modern Evangelism,, has this to say:
"The word of God planted in the heart by divine graci whereby we are boin
again of its incorruptible seed (l peter l:23) is nourished to matuiity by prayer,
reading, preaching, christian fellowship, and diligence to make one;s-caliing
and election sure. Our Reformed and Puritan divines learned to define thii
experience as 'Final Perseverance', which means more than .security'inasmuch
as it denotes the manner of our preservation unto everlasting liie. Without
diligence and perseverance to the end, no salvation! without electing grace
going before, no perseverance! This is how it is presented to us in thJdivine
word (Hebrews 3:14-4:ll). This is not a denial of what has come to be known as'eternal security' but is the state in which it operates. Continuing in christ's
]vord(John 8:31), denyingoneself andtakingupthecrossdaily(Luke 9:23),not
looking back (Luke 9:62), giving diligence to make our callingand election sure
(2 Peter l: l0) - these are the tokens of a true conversion. Witliout these marks it
is vain to teach conversion or to believe that one is converted.',

And so let us continue to sow the seed of the word of God in faith that one day
there will be a great harvest of souls. someone has said: ,.only God can
germinate the seed, but He has commanded that we sow it."

*
s

,5:*

E

who shall describe the misery of eternal punishment? It is something utterly
indescribable and inconceivable. The eternar pain of the body; the eterial stin!
of an accusing conscience; the eternal society of none but thi wicked, the devi'i
and his angels; the eternal remembrance of opportunities neglected and christ
despised; the eternal prospect of a weary, hopeless future - all tt is is misery
indeed. . . . And yet this picture is nothing compared to the reality. 

J. C. Rvle
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The PriYilege of Age
KEITH BERRY

(A sermon preached in Hightown Baptist Church, Luton)

l2l

Psalm 71

I woNDER, do you feel you are getting old? There are so many different things
thatcanindicatethatyouaregettingold. "whenyoureachforty,"theysay,,ait
is downhill all the way from there." sadly, that is the way of the world, an-d it is
so easy to fall into the ways of the world, even in the Church. Some in the Church
almost despair because the young ones are taking over. There is a tremendous
message for the younger ones but not at the expense of the elderly. How tragic it
is if the older folk in our Churches might feel that they are useiess; and that is
common today. Things should be very, very different in God's church and
among God's people. we have the clear commandment of Scripture that would
call us to be different. I am thinking of Leviticus 19,32:,.Thou shalt rise up
before the hoary head, and honour the face of the old man, and fear ttry coa; t
am the Lord. " God is saying there that, "if you are despising the elderly folk you
are despising Me, and you show respect to Me as you respect the elderly,'.

It is very important to God and it should be to us as God's people. There are
the great examples of the Bible. Think of Noah. I know he was 600plus - that is
exceptional - but then you have Aaron and Moses and so many oihers who did
their greatest work for God when they were seventy-five plus. Then there was
David, a man after God's own heart. Did he write psalm 7l ? we are not told that
he did but let us assume that he did - he was certainly advanced in age. He is
certainly concerned about his failing powers: "Do not cast me away when I am
old" (verse 9). "Now also, when I am old and grayheaded, o God, forsake me
not" (verse l8). And again, in verse 20: "Thou which hast shewed me great and
sore troubles, shalt quicken me again, and shalt bring me up again from the
depths of the earth." This indicates his sense of increasing frailty, and, to make
it worse, there are wicked people, his enemies, who are taking advantage of his
weakness. "For mine enemies speak against me; and they that lay waii for my
soul take counsel together" (verse l0). Like many people, he is finding old age a
real trial. Is that true for you, dear friend? If God spares us, it will comi to us att.
But in the midst of it all, he is sustained by three great strengths to which I want to
draw your attention. Here is a distinctive, biblical and Christian perspective on
old age - an older person's experience of God.

A CRY FOR HELP
Here is the Psalmist, verses l-4 and he is crying out for help in the opening verses.
"Deliver me in thy righteousness, and cause me to es-ape; incline
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thine ear unto me, and save me" (verse 2). "8e thou my strong habitation,
whereunto I may continually resort; thou hast given commandment to save me;
for thou art my rock and my fortress" (verse 3). "Deliver me, O my God, out of
the hand of the wicked, out of the hand of the cruel man" (verse 4). He can do
this with confidence and with hope: "For thou art my hope, O Lord God; thou
art my trust from my youth" (verse 5). Here is a person who has trusted in God
since he was young. He has relied on God all the days of his life. Here is someone
who has had alifetimeexperienceof walking with God, and the result of allthat,
he knows that God is faithful. "I will also praise thee with the psaltery, even thy
truth, O my God" (verse 22) and, of course, this sort of thing is not going to
happen overnight, this wisdom, this insight, you cannot go on a course to get this
for a week, to learn how to become wise. It doesn't work like that. This comes
only through experience and that takes many years and much suffering. "Thou,
which hast shewed me great and sore troubles, shalt quicken me again, and shalt
bring me up again from the depths of the earth" (verse 20). He had many
troubles, sore and bitter. Now we struggle with that; we find that difficult
because we live in the age of the "instant".

Generally speaking, Christian growth and maturity takes time and experience
and it takes a lot of pain on the way, which is what many of our older Christian
friends have gone through. They have walked with God through fire and water.
They have experienced the love of God through the "highs" and the "lows" and
they have experienced God's goodness and faithfulness both in pain and in joy.
Well, people like that, how precious they must be! How enriching it must be to
have people like that in our Church ! Can I say to you that are younger: ''Do you
appreciate, do you value, do you honour these older friends amongst us, as a gift
from God? Do you turn to them? Do you make use of them? Do you draw from
them their wisdom and their experience?" Perhaps I am talking to a younger
person here and you have never had a proper conversation with, never spent time
with, never visited any of the older friends in the Church here. Do you know
what you are missing? You need them and there may be times in your young life
when you are perplexed, when you are in pain and then you will especially need
these older friends to teach you and encourage you. Do not ignore them, do not
despise them. Value them, and make full use of them while they are still with us.
That is a word for the younger.

A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT

Let me say a word or two to you who are older. If you are in that category, if you
have gone through life's pathway and can confirm what I have said, I just want
to encourage you - how much you have got to offer. Sometimes the older folk
can be very shy - they can retire - they can feel their work is done - they can
feel pretty useless. Don't feel like that. If you have a lifetime's experience of
walking with God then all those rich experiences that are treasured up within
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you, we need them. That is the first encouragement, the first great strength that
keeps people going, a lifetime's experience of God.

Then another thing in this Psalm which is quite surprising and it is this - the
older person's appetite for praise. Do you not find that again and again through
the Psalm? "My praise shall be continually of thee" (verse 6). "Let my mouth be
filled with thy praise and with thy honour all the day" (verse 8). "But I will hope
continually and will yet praise thee more and more" (verse l4). "I will also praise
thee with the psaltery" (verse 22). "Mylips shall greatly rejoice when I sing unto
thee" (verse 23). You cannot keep this man down. He is just bursting with praise
to the Lord.

But let us face reality. There are many who in old age do not behave like this.
By this time in their life they have experienced many hard knocks. Perhaps they
come into old age feeling bitter and bruised by all that this sinful world has
hurled at them and it is a fact that some older friends entering into old age have
responded to that by spiralling down into selfishness, self-pity and despair. Even
as Christians we are not immune. It could happen to any one of us, that we could
just lose our joy, but we will not lose our salvation. Is there an answer to that
even in old age? Yes, there is, the joy comes from being thankful. It comes from
knowing and remembering all that God is to us and all that God has done for us
in the Gospel. Look again at verses 14 and l5: "But I will hope continually, and
will yet praise thee more and more. My mouth shall shew forth thy righteousness
and thy salvation all the day for I know not the numbers thereof." If that is our
focus, then we can praise the Lord even in the difficult times. Sometimes in
Christian experience it seems as if the lights have gone out but we can still praise
Him even in the dark if we realise and remember who God is and what He has
done for us. I wonder, are you tempted to doubt that? Can you doubt the
goodness of God in your life? Are you crying out in your experience? Why, the
ultimate answer to that is in the Cross where the lights went out for Jesus - quite
literally. We read that a great darkness came upon the earth as He was dying
upon the Cross as He cried out: "Oh, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?", as
His heavenly Father placed upon Him the sins of the world, as God's righteous
anger was poured out upon Jesus, His own dear Son, for His people, so that we
will never have to face that. Do you want to experience the love of God day by
day through all the different unfolding chapters of your life? That is the way,
dear friend. Remember Jesus. Remember His Cross. "My lips shall greatly
rejoice when I sing unto thee; and my soul, which thou hast redeemed" (verse
23). We are told what that redemption meant in I Peter l:18-19: "Forasmuch as
ye know that ye were not redeemed with silver and gold from your vain
conversation received by tradition from your fathers; but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. " When we think
about the love and goodness of God displayed ultimately in the Cross of Christ
and what He has done there to redeem us, if that does not make us shout for joy,
what will? God wants us to praise Him, to bless Him for the Gospel.
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A TASK TO FULFIL

"I've found a Friend, Oh such a Friend,
All power to Him is given,
To guard me on my onward course
To bring me safe to heaven.
Eternal glories gleam afar
To nerve my faint endeavour,
So now, to watch, to work, and then,
To rest for ever."

God wants us also to take our part finally in spreading the Gospel. Even in old
age there is a work for Jesus only you can do. I am speaking to you dear elderly
friends. Although David was a king and ruler he still seems to be involved with
music. He has got his harp and his lyre out. He is involved in preaching and
teaching the word of God. His main ministry in this psalm seems to be to piss on
the story of God's goodness to young people. That is the force of verse lg:
"Even also when I am grayheaded, o God, forsake me not, until I have shewed
thy strength unto this generation, and thy power to every one that is to come."
The great thing about this man is that he was not prepared to be a passenger; he
doesn't want to leave it to others, but he wants to play his part. He is still looking
for opportunities to serve people of the next generation. Now, of course, we
have to be realistic. we cannot do then as we once did at twenty. we have to learn
to pace ourselves as we discover aches and pains in places we never knew existed.
we have to understand our limitations else we will crack up and be no good to
anybody, but it does not mean to say that we cannot do anything at all. It does
not mean that we are useless. what about all those rich experiences of the
goodness of God, the faithfulness of God, those stories that you have locked up
in your heart and life? It is not for nothing that God has taken you through those
things. He has given you those insights, that wisdom, those experiences ihat you
may pass it on to the next generation. He has given you gifts. He has given you
insights which the church needs, to build up other believers and to hilp in'the
spread of the Gospel. There are even dear friends who are housebound, on a sick
bed, ill, and we may end up in that situation, but, even in that circumsrance, we
can still exercise a ministry, indeed the most important and powerful ministry of
all - and what is that? Prayer. To pray for God's people, to pray for the spread
of the Gospel, that is the most important thing we could ever do, these are dod's
great prayer warriors, prayer warriors in God's army; never feel you are useless;
never feel you are redundant. God has preserved you for a purpose, He has given
you a wonderful ministry, and the most important thing one can ever do is to
pray. Yes, and we have rest to look forward to on the other side, but in this life we
are not promised rest, we are promised peace, the peace of God in our souls.
Thank God for that, but the ultimate rest is reserved for heaven, so the old
hymnwriter got it right when he said:
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Can you see the point? Yes, rest. We are looking forward to it one day, when
we will lay our burden down, we will cease from our labours, but that is reserved
for the other side. That is for up there. Down here we are in that warfare and
doing that work for God, whatever it is that the Lord has for us to do.

Let me finish with this very encouraging example of an older person, a great
servant of God called charles Simeon. He was an Anglican clergyman in
Cambridge in 1836. He retired from fifty-four yeius of faithful Gospel ministry
at the church of the Holy Trinity in cambridge. one day a friend was visiting
him and he realised that he was still rising at 4 a.m. to light his own fire, and this
friend said to him: "Mr. simeon, do you not think that now you are retired you
might take things a little more easily. ' ' And the dear saint of God said: , ,Shall I
not now run with all my might when the winning post is in sight?"

well, whatever our age may be, God give us enthusiasm in His work and
a delight to serve our risen Lord all the days of our life, and to God be all the
glory. Amen.

Studies in Second Chronicles:
Arnanah - the Son who

was Disloyal
PETER KING (Stanford. Beds)

For even hereunto were ye called: because christ also suffered for us, leaving us
an exomple, that ye should follow his steps: who did no sin, neither was guile

found in his mouth.

THE COMPLEX woRLD of politics can bring people into conflict with the
word of God, and often tests the resolve to breaking-point. Amaziah, son of the
murdered Joash, served Jehovah, but not with a loyal heart (2 chronicles25:2).
He saw his opportunities and played on his position, keeping close to the teaching
in Moses' decrees. After his accession to the throne of Judah, he executed his
father's killers, but spared their children, obeying the command in Deuteronomy
v1:16: "The fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor shall the
children be put to death for their fathers; but a person shall die for his own sin."
One wonders if this was a clever move to keep the children subservient, rather than
obedience to God! His plain mistrust of God shows when he hired troops from
Israel, the apostate nation, to help him fight Edom, succeeding only to anger the
Israelites to raid the cities of Judah (2 Chronicles 25:13).
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He did listen to the advice of the man of God who warned him that Israel was
out of God's favour, so it was unwise to enrol their help, presumably because
they might turn traitor. His scheming brought success over Edom in a most cruel
way, but led to greater alienation from Israel and eventually conflict and defeat
(2 Chronicle s 25:22). The foolish policy of this son allowed Israel to take treasure
and hostages from Judah into Samaria, and his end was violent like his life. The
example of his father Joash must have influenced Amaziah, regarding loyalty to
Jehovah as a political tool, not a way of life, for when it suited him he obeyed the
man of God, but when it didn't he went his own way. Children watch their
parents, and seeing us reading the Word, seeking to live a life of faith, and not
putting our religion away with our Sunday suit is important, for nothing
undermines confidence more than hypocrisy. Had Joash remained faithful
Amaziah may have been a different son, sparing Judah war and loss of precious
treasure. Our perfect leader, our Lord Jesus Christ, went about doing good,
showing us an example of Christian living.

Lord, help us to follow Thee more closely

The Man who Died with Assurance
W. T. SUMMERS (Fli twick, Beds)

Luke 23:39-43 
i

HERE IN THIS PASSAGE is a man who died with assurance. Jesus speaks
directly to him and says: "Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in
paradise." Maybe some of you are converted and still have the thought in the
back of yourmind - "If only I could know likethat; if only I could be assured as
this man was; if only I could hear the voice of Jesus speaking to me and giving me
a personal assurance, speaking to me by name and saying, 'Today thou shalt be
with me in paradise'." You may not be quite so keen on the "today" because
perhaps you hope to live a little longer, but what you want to hear is that, when
you do die (and that is dbsolutely certain fairly soon, relatively speaking) you will
be with Him in paradise. It is the certainty of it that you need.

Now is this possible, to know and to be sure, beyond a shadow of doubt, that
you are right with God? If you have any doubts, let me just remind you of
another word our Lord Jesus Christ said: "If a man love me, he will keep my
words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our
abode with him" (John 14:23). Maybe you are converted - do you know
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anything of the love of the Lord Jesus as He shows Himself to you? Is it possible?
Let me read you a verse of one of William William's lovely hymns:

"Tell me Thou art mine Oh Saviour,
Grant me an assurance clear,
Banish all my dark misgivings
Still my doubtings, calm my fear.
Oh my soul within me yearneth
Now to hear Thy voice divine,
So shall grief be gone for ever
And despair no more be mine."

Is this possible? Men and women down through the centuries would all unite
with the Word of God behind them saying, "It is gloriously possible". Here is a
man of whom we have read in the passage just now. Tell me, did he have
assurance? Was he sure? Would you like to ask him? There he is upon the cross;
he has just been listening to the One on the central cross and he turns to Him, and
the voice of Jesus addresses him and says: " Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt
thou be with me in paradise." There is no doubt but that this man knew with an
absolute certainty - there were no doubts.

Now, what kind of a man was he? I want you to consider these verses 39-43
very carefully and see if you can identify yourself with this man, because it is to
such men and women that Christ speaks and gives assurance.

I want to consider briefly eight things and comment upon them and I wantyou
to ask yourself if I am taking you with me.

He was a wicked sinner
How do I know that? "And there were also two other malefactors" (verse 32).
"And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him" (verse 39). The
other Gospels tell us that they were thieves. They were obviously part of the
numerous marauding bands which inhabited Israel at those times. There were
also weary and unsuspecting travellers coming down in ones or twos, travelling
on these lonely roads. Hiding behind the rocks, these robbers would leap out and
beat them mercilessly. They would wound them, they would rob them and, no
doubt, some of their victims died. So maybe this man was not only a robber but
also a murderer for all we know. He was a wicked sinner. He was like one of
those our Lord described in chapter l0 of this same Gospel in the story of the
Good Samaritan - the man who went down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell
among thieves and robbers who beat him. That was the kind of man this thief
was. So we know agood deal about his past and something of his present because
these two thieves were quite identical. There was no difference between them;
they had both thought the same way; they had both felt the same way; they both
had behaved the same way, and in the early part of the time on the cross, they
were both hurling insults at the One who was at the centre on Calvary. So we
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know something of this man; he was one of those who insulted our Lord Jesus
Christ. He was a wicked sinner.

Now, can you identify youself with this man and say, ,,I have been, I am, a
wicked sinner. My heart is as black and as evil as that man's." or, do you say,
"well, I thank God I am not like other men. I have never behaved like that man;
I have never done what he did. My sins have never been as public as that man's. I
thank God I have never robbed anyone. I have never killed anyone." can I just
remind you of another passage in the word of God which reads like this:
"whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of
all" (James 2:10). You may say, "After all, we are all sinners; there is no one
perfect", but "he that offends in one point, he is guilty of all". The picture here
is of the Ten commandments; here are the huge pieces of stone and on each were
written the Ten Commandments. Now you take the Ten Commandments and,
as you are moving around, as you live your life, you drop those Ten command-
ments and they crack. Does it matter where the stone cracked, which of the
commandments is broken? God says: "That in its entirety is My law; these are
My requirements and, if one stone of the commandments is broken, you have
broken the whole law, the entirety of it - the law is broken." It is no good you
saying, "I have not sinned in the same way as this thief". we are not talking
about individual sins; we are talking about having a nature which is sinful and,
by nature, by birth, you have a sinful nature. That is true of you. So it does not
have to be the same sin as this man committed.

But some of you may be saying, "If only you knew what I was like inside; if
only you knew my past, perhaps you do not realise I am every bit as bad as this
man". well, this Gospel is good news to you. It was to such a man that Jesus
said, "I say unto you, Today thou shalt be with me in paradise". This is a most
glorious Gospel. This is the Gospel that I could take into the most high security
prison in the land and I could preach to them from this. Here is a man to whom
Jesus said: "Thou shalt be with me in paradise. " I know you have not done what
this man did, but your nature is the same as this man's and, by nature, we are all
sinners, and we need the same Saviour.

so, have I lost you in my first point? Is there any similarity between you and
this robber? can you say, "Yes, but for the grace of God, I do not know where I
would have ended up; but for His restraining hand I don't know where I would
have got to. I regularly, constantly, thank God knowing something of my own
heart and my own nature, I thank God that He put His hand upon me and saved
me whilst I was young. I tremble to think what I would have been today but for
the grace of God." I tell you; friends, not one of you has a heart as black and as
wicked as mine. Are you with me? can you stand by me and say, "I feel myself,
as I am, a wicked sinner"?

The second thing we know about this man is in the next verse (verse 40), and
that is -:-
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He believed in God
One of thecriminals who hung therethrew insults but the other criminal rebuked
him, "Don't you fear God?". He believed in God.

Do you have assurance? well, if you do not have assurance, do you believe in
God? Let us start there. Are you a sinner, wicked, and do you believe in God?
Heri is a man who believed in God, a living God, not a god of his own imagina-
tion, but the God of the Bible, because he said, "Don't you fear God?". The
great thing that is wrong with our present society in England is that there is no
longer the fear of God amongst us. why was it that, many of us, when we were
younger could go out in the streets at night in any of the big cities or wherever it
might have been, without the slightest fear, but we cannot do it today? I tell you
why. Because in those far-off days the fear of God was much more prevalent in
our nation. It was not a full-blown fear of God, but the man and woman in the
street believed in a God and they believed, generally speaking, there was a day of
reckoning. Today this is no longer the case. So what is wrong with our society?
Have you ever switched on a programme on your television over the last twenty
years and seen anything at all which resembles on any progr.rmme the fear of
God? Isn't that significant? Where do our people get their standards from, by
and large? watching the television. why is there so much unrest in our schools
and particularly in the inner city schools? what is it? You get all sorts of reasons
and excuses, all kinds of things being said about the tampering and tinkering
with the curriculum - they might be somewhere remotely tied up with it, I have
no doubt - but the basic thing that is wrong is that there is no fear of God as
there used to be, because the fear ofGod produces a respect for authority. But
here is a man who believed in God. Why did he ask such a question if he did not
believe in a God who is a Judge and a God who would punish sin? What was the
question? Do you not fear God? Do you not realise that God is the God who will
judge and punish? Have you no fear of God that you could speak like this?
Are you that man? Do you believe in a God who punishes? If you do not believe
in these basic truths, you will never, never, know assurance. You will never die
with assurance.

The third thing about this man, also in the same verse (verse 40) -

He was shocked by open blasphemy
"Do you not fear God?" He had been listening to this man speaking, reviling
and blaspheming the Lord Jesus Christ. Do you get shocked when you hear open
and flagrant blasphemy, or does it not effect you? If there ever comes a time
when you cease to be hurt or cringe when you hear open blasphemy, that is the
time to ask youself the big, big question. We can hear all amount of other things,
but, when we hear our Lord Jesus Christ being blasphemed, it will always hurt,
and we will always react and we will always be shocked. Here is another
indication of this man's change. There was no difference between them as they
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came to Calvary, as they were put up on the cross; there was nothing then to
choose between them. But now, here is a difference, here is the first indication of
repentance. He is shocked by this man's blasphemy. Something is happening in
one that is not happening in the other, and now he turns and rebukes his
companion. Then he tells uS something about himself in verse 4l: "We are
punished justly; we are getting what our deeds deserve." Here is a man who
knew that he deserved to suffer; here was a man who was convinced of his sins.
When he was arrested he knew that he was guilty and, if you are going to know
anything of this assurance, when the Law of God fingers your collar and puts its
hand upon you and says, "You are the one", you will be able to say, "I know;
God has found me at last; here I am in this condition; I am o sinner."

The fourth thing about this man is that -

He was convinced of his desert

"We get what we deserve". How different! He made no excuses.
Now let me put this question to you, "Would God be just if He were to send

you to hell?". That is the question. The man who knows this assurance has been
in the place where he has realised he is outside of Christ, and he says, "God
would be infinitely just if He sent me to hell".

Some of you may remember hearing of a very godly Scots minister who had the
name of Rabbi Duncan. He struggled with this whole area of assurance for a long
time, and on one occasion he was saytng how he used to quarrel with God for not
giving him His Spirit, but then, he said: "Eventually I could do it no longer; I ran
away into the brick kilns that were near and went down on my knees, and I prayed
thus: 'O Lord, I have broken Thy law and I have not believed on Thy Son and I
have refused Thy Holy Spirit and, if Thou shouldst now cast me into hell, all holy
beings would say, "Righteous art Thou, O Lord, when Thou judgest," but, Oh
Lord, for Thy mercy's sake give me Thy Holy Spirit that I may believe on Thy
Son'." He then added, "This is a prayer in which I see nothing yet to retract".

Can you go along with that? Have you prayed like old Rabbi Duncan? "If
Thou shouldst cast me into hell all holy beings would say, 'Righteous art Thou O
Lord when Thou judgest', but for Thy mercy's sake, give me Thy Holy Spirit
that I may believe on Thy Son. Accept me. " Here is that lovely verse: "Jesus said
unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise."

Here is a man on that cross with nothing to commend him. Isn't that
wonderful? Nothing to commend him - nothing in his self defence. Oh, my
friends, here is someone who is ripe for mercy. Who is God the Father if He is not
a God of grace? Who is the Lord Jesus Christ if He does not show undeserved
favour to sinners who deserve nothing but wrath? He shows mercy upon the
acknowledging of this. Isn't this the Gospel that men and women and boys and
girls who have nothing to commend themselves to God need? God in His grace is
plenteous in mercy. That is the kind of God He is, and that is what this man was
like. He knew; he acknowledged it.
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The fifth thing about this man is -

He believed that Jesus was innocent
"We indeed justly, but as for this Man, He has done nothing amiss" (verse 4l).

He is not accusing the Lord Jesus like the soldiers and people about him. He is
not ranting and railing; he is not pointing the finger. What a contrast between
him and Adam! God asks Adam, "Where art thou?". He says, "The woman
You gaveme - Eve, what haveyoudone?". But she said, "Itwas the serpent!".
No, he is not like that at all. He is not pointing the finger at anyone else. He knew
that the Man on the central cross was totally innocent. Now, how is it with you?
Can you see yourself in the light of the shining perfections of Jesus Christ? What
is your verdict? Was He totally innocent when He died on the cross there? Are
youlike this man? He died with assurance.

Now a sixth thing we learn about him in verse 42 -

He knew that Jesus was a King
"Remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom." He believed this, and
that took a lot of faith. Here Jesus is not on a throne where He was crowned,
where people were bowing before Him, but He is on a cross, naked, as a
criminal, with everyone walking up and down accusing Him and mocking Him,
and he says, "Lord, when You come into Your kingdom remember me". Here is
a man who knew more than most. Why is it that we have to make our services so
elementary, so plain - plainer than ever they would have needed to have been
forty or fifty years ago? Why is it when you read a sermon by Spurgeon you say,
"A brilliant sermon is this? I am afraid the folk today really would not
understand it?" It is because there is an abysmal ignorance of Jesus. People have
no idea that Jesus is King. How about you? Can you identify with this man. Yes,
He is indeed King. He knew more than most, but did he believe more than you
believe? That's the question. Have you ever prayed as this man prayed?
"Remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom"? "I believe that You are a
King and You have a kingdom and I want to be in that kingdom." That isfoith.

Now a seventh truth about this man also in this verse. and that is -

He believed in an afterJife
That is so obvious. He was totally aware that he was a dying man and also that
that Man on the central cross was a dying Man. He believed that in a very short
time both of them would have passed out of time and into eternity - he believed
in an after-life. Now it doesn't seem that this had bothered him before. He had
been living his life partly realising he was not immortal and one day he would
have to die, but things now really seemed to matter. Does it matter if there is an
afterJife or not? Do you believe that there is an afterJife? Do you believe that
after you die there is more, that you do not cease to exist, you are not annihi-
lated? Here is a man who believed like that. These things had not bothered this
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man before. Indeed, it was not just dying that bothered him - that was
inevitable now he was on the cross - but he also knew the truth found in another
scripture, and that is: "It is appointed unto men once to die and after death the
judgement." Bear in mind there were /wo thieves on the cross and not both of
them entered into paradise, but both entered into eternity. Their destinations,
however, were vastly different - the difference between heaven and hell. Do not
forget it, because you do not know when you are going to die, do you?

The eighth and last point about this man. Notice in verse 42 -

He was desperately keen to have a place in this kingdom
"oh, Lord Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." For this
man it was a case of now or never. Are you so vastly different? what makes you
think that it is not now or never with you? Do you know when you are going to
die? This man on the cross knew he was going to die within an hour or two. can
you be sure that it is not an hour or two with you? can you be sure? Do you know
when you are going to die? Do you know when the kingdom will comi? Do you
know when you can enter that kingdom? This man was told, ,,Today, toclay,
you will enter the kingdom". Such is the glory of the Gospel oi the graie or cod
that when our Lord Jesus speaks those words, *. .nt., instantly into the
kingdom. we do not die, but we enter into His kingdom. He is a King and His
kingdom has begun in this life, in this world. We have begun. It will have its full
fruition, of course, at the second coming of our Lord Jeius christ. Thank God
for that! But it is possible to enter into the kingdom and to hear the words of the
Lord Jesus Christ say, "Today you may enter into My kingdom".

Now let me just draw the threads together and conjide, u _

Summary of what we have been saying about this man
Notice, first of all, he- turned from certain things. He turned from his old life,
from his old friends, from his old ways. Has theie come a time in your life whenyou raade a break, when you said, "By the grace of God I shall tuinfrommy old
ways even, if it be nece_ssary-, from my old friends, in case they lead me astray and
drive me down again. I am finished with my old ways; t will no ionger behave the
way I behaved; by the grace of God all thatls nnistreo.;' *.il, trrut i, the simplest
lesson we could have on the.doctrine of repentan ce. That iswhat repentance is, aturning away from the old life and the old ways, thinking differently about them
and acting with abhorrence against the old things. FIe Ionressia all this.

He qc,knowledged his unworthiness. Friends, have I taken you with me? Areyou with this man, turning from your old ways and confessing your sin andacknowledging your unworthiness?
Next he turned to the Lord Jesus christ. He turned awayfromthe past and his

background and he turned to the Lord Jesus Christ. He turned in simple faith tothe Lord Jesus and said: "when you come into vour tcinloom,-re-e-ber me.,,He turned from his old ways and to the Lord Jesus in ihe absotute and utter
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simplicity of it all. Here, you see, is proof of the new birth; here is proof of
regeneration; here is proof of new life. You cannot turn from your own ways,
you cannot turn to the Lord Jesus Christ, you cannot lay hold of Him onty by
foith, unless you have experienced the new birth. ro sacft Jesus says: "I tell you
the truth, Today thou shalt be with me in paradise."

Here is o man who died with assuronce. Are you turning, are you trusting, are
you looking to the Lord Jesus with the simplest possible faith, recognising that
He is the Saviour from sin, acknowledging your sins? Did you do so years ago,
but have since doubted the veracity, doubted the Word, doubted the faithfulness
of the One who says, "Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out"?

This man died with assurance. You too can meet tomorrow and the days
ahead with assurance as the Saviour makes His word live in your heart. God
grant it may be so. Amen.

Paul at Athens
P. A. COOPER (Ouorn. Leics)

"While Paul waited . . . his spirit was stimed in him" (Acts 17:16)

PAUL AND SILAS were at Berea. Verse I I tells us that the believers of Berea
searched the scriptures daily. They were "more noble than the Thessalonians"
for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the scriptures to
see if what Paul said was true.

The ministry at Berea was peaceful and purposeful. It must have lasted two or
three months, but suddenly it was interrupted ! News of what the servants of God
were doing reached Thessalonica and the Jews there were incensed. They
hastened to Berea and repeated the tactics which had proved so successful in
their own city. Treason they cried, they are exciting the mob - Paul was a
pursued man (like his Master). He could not afford to be harangued a second
time. It would go ill with the Bereans and the Church at Thessalonica. For their
sakes he must flee. He escapes to Athens, leaving Silas and Timothy in Berea.
So, the team is broken up.

Once again Paul is leaving behind his dearest, truest friends and before him he
knows not what! He is conducted by guide to the coast and probably took ship
and made for Athens. Here he would be safe from molestation and he tells the
returning guides to ask Silas and Timothy to come to him as soon as possible. He
would wait for them in the city. He longed to get back to Macedonia. Did Satan
hinder him? He often does.
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So, for the first time, Paul is in Athens. Athens was perhaps the most famous
city in the world. What a city; what a place! Here was the home of classical
Greek architecture and learning. It was the home of the great philosophers of the
logical human mind. The great thinkers of their day. They thought of the atom
long before it was scientifically proved. Thought of the shape of the earth before
it was actually discovered and measured. Their mathematical and geological
principles were made so that later the scientific age might come to pass. It stood
for the wonder of the human mind . . . Music, Art, Sculpture, Ethics, Medicine.
All the profundity of thought was here in Athens, and Paul, God's man, was in
the midst of it. The city was beautiful altogether.

Now see what stirs the apostle? Not its beauty, but i/s idolatry. The city was
wholly give to idols - verse 16. As he went through the city he was met
everywhere and in all corners with idols. High above all stood the statue of
Minerva, the masterpiece of Greek art. Its beauty never stirred him, its
godlessness did.

Here is our first point. The mind, capable of so much, is worthless without
God. All still is vanity. The darkened mind is still remarkable but until the grace
of God comes it is in the dark and God is unknown. So, today, the human mind,
with all its scholarship, is dead without God. With all their learning men do
not see God. Here in Athens were poets, artists, orators, philosophers -
teachers to the world. They prided themselves in their devotion to the arts . . .
but God was unknown to them. The world through its wisdom did not know
God (l Corinthians l:21).

Write this on your heart - the wisdom of this world knows not God. Paul
went to the synagogue and the market place urging the people to worship the
only God. This is one of the fundamental truths of the Gospel, there is one God
ond only one. No Church would be founded by Paul; the mission would be brief
and declared by his lone voice. Paul's words and his sermon, preserved by the
Holy$pirit, has lost none of its power and significance. Its truth remains. paul
must have told it to Luke sometime after. He confronts two classes of thinkers -
Epicurions. They were practical atheists. They believed that everything
happened by chance. There was no government of the world by anyone. God, if
there be one, was remote, and did not care. Pleasure was their god - eat, drink
and be merry. They denied the immortality of the soul. Death was the end -
there was no resurrection. In short - no God. They are still with us.

And the Stoics. They believed that the highest virtue was to endure without
complaint - to feel nothing. Everything that happened was inevitable and must
be endured. There must be no resentment - whatever happened. so they were
hard and heartless.

Now note, the message of Paul was always the same. He had been telling the
good news of Jesus and the resurrection. This was ever his message. What is this
sparrow of a man saying? He's telling of strange divinities - .,picking up
crumbs of learning". of course, they were jealous. This was their domain.
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who is this man and what on earth is he saying? They bring Paul to their meeting
place, ''Mars Hill", Areopagus (the Greek for Mars Hill). What are you talking
about, it is all so strange to us? They likened him to a bird snatching seed. He
picked up crumbs of learning. So here is Paul the preacher and note who are the
audience. Before him were philosophers, lecturers, artists, poets, all the
brains of the city. But for all their learning they worshipped what their hands had
made - oh folly! Oh shame!

His address. He took his text from the altar to the Unknown God. Above the
knoll of the Areopagus (Mars Hill) the great platform of the Acropolis which
would shine in the golden sunshine. The great statue of Athens with the uplifted
spear was above it. Paul sweeps all these aside. God does not dwell in these
he declared!

Remember Stephen's address before the council? (Acts 7). What is philo-
sophy without God or beauty without truth? "The God you do not know I
declare unto you." He tells them of the majesty of God. He is the Creator of all
things. He cannot be imprisoned in buildings or shrines. He does not need
that we give Him anything. He wants broken and contrite hearts, not sacrifices.
He is living. He is the Sustainer of all He has made. He is the God who can be
found - verse 27. He is the Judge - He calls for repentance. He will, on a
special day, judge all men and the Judge will be the Man He has raised from
the dead! All the truth is here - the Second Coming. This God unknown to
you is - reol, spirituol, personal, righteous. Paul must have been greatly moved
by the occasion.

Often those who think they know everything, know little or nothing of
spiritual truth - on this they are most ignorant. Don't be misled by "clever
people" , even divines ! What was the result of the sermon? Well, some mocked,
some said, "we'll hear you again", some become followers! It was not a fruit-
less sermon! Here we have what is always true when the truth about Jesus
is proclaimed.

As far as we know Paul neu.r t"erifib Athens again - he went sadly on his way
to Corinth. The wisdom of the world is the wisdom of the darkened mind. Paul
preached Jesus as Redeemer and Judge. God as Creator, Sustainer and
Sovereign. God of the Universe. God of the Ages. It was an instalment of
victory. He was more determined than ever to preach only Christ and Him
crucified.

Perhaps the Athenians just wanted to talk - not act. They just performed
mental acrobatics - that is all. Some mocked - many today make a joke
of life - but one day the comedy ends in tragedy. Some delayed - Satan's
favourite weapon.

The converts, few in number, included Dionysius the Areopagite and
Damaris (verse 34). The preaching of the Gospel was not in vain.
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Thomas Scott's Conversion
H. A. LEWTY

Who was Thomas Scott?
He was the son of farmer in Lincolnshire. He grew up as a boy in the cool
bracing healthfulness of the Fen country, and he was born so long ago as
l6th February, 1747 .

He certainly was not what is generally known as "a good boy". He was often a
ringleader in mischief and fun. As for religion, he afterwards made this candid
confession, in looking back on his boyhood's days: "Though I was not educated
in what is commonly considered as ignorance of God and religion, yet, till the
sixteenth year of my age, I do not remember that I was under any serious
conviction of being a sinner, in danger of wrath, or in need of mercy. irlor did I
ever, that I recollect, offer one hearty prayer to God. Being alienated from God
through ignorance that was in me, I lived without Him in the world.',

When Thomas was fifteen he was apprenticed to a surgeon at Alford - a man
who, though able in his calling, was unprincipled in his conduct. In those days
the boy fell in with loose companions, and being found guilty of misdemeunou.,
was dismissed by the surgeon and sent home in disgrace.

After this failure, his father evidently thought he would never ,.make good"
at anything - so Thomas was sent as a day worker on a farm nearby. He *as
supposed to be fit for nothing else.

on the farm, what he did, what he learned, what he saw, what he endured,
while working both on the land and also under a shepherd, gave him unusually
valuable training for his future career and taught him lessons about life that hL
could not have learned elsewhere. This was therefore a blessing in disguise.

Even in the midst of much carelessness and failure, on the land or off it, one
personal characteristic never left him - a love of books and study. It did not
seem as though he would ever need much "learning,' (so his father thought), but
a love of study was so ingrained in his nature that he could not keep from-r.uaing
all the books that came to his hand.

Unknown to himself, he was thus being prepared and guided for his future
career, for he was still a stranger to vital godliness. In latei years, preaching on
repentance, he gave his hearers a definition: "True repentance iJ a changi of
judgment, inclination and affection in respect of sin; immediately accompJnied
by a change of judgment, inclination and affection respecting Gob and Hii Law,
Christ and His Gospel, ourselves and our conduct, ttris woitd and the next."

of such a change the youth was as yet totally ignorant. one by one the days of
his youth passed on in a dull monotonous proceJsion, with pleniy of hard wbrt<,
in that bleak countryside and little to vary the monotony. who could have
guessed then what the future held for him?
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He enters the ministry
Thomas Scott was by no means the only man who has
ministry from unworthy motives. Would that such things
these our own davs!

r37

entered the sacred
were impossible in

rn The Force of rruth (the book in which he relates the story of his life), he is
surprisingly candid as to the reasons he had at the time for taking this serious and
solemn step. Here they are:

(i) "A desire of a less laborious and more comfortable way of procuring a
livelihood."

(ii) "The expectation of more leisure to employ in reading."
(iii) "A vainglorious imagination that I should some time distinguish myself

in the literary world."

Not that more serious thoughts were quite absent from his mind. He tells us
that in his sixteenth year a work of conviction commenced in his soul: "I began
to see that I was a sinner."

The first cause of this change was a domestic one. Thomas's parents were
professing Christians of (what we should now call) a Unitarian turn of mind.
Now that the lad was adolescent they expected him to attend the ordinance of the
Lord's Supper. Conscience told him that he was "unfit" for this, and disquieted
him with fears of "an offended God".

However, having plenty of self-confidence, "I had no doubt" , he says, ,,that
I could amend my life whenever I pleased". (How very like hundreds of
ourselves!) This he proceeded to do, imagining that to turn over a new leaf is the
same thing as to experience a new birth from above. Having (as he thought)
silenced his conscience, he received the Sacrament.

But he had not really silenced his conscience. It still troubled him. What was
he to do? How could he find peace? He tells us what happened: "At that time I
was the slave of sin, but Satan took a very effectual way of silencing my
convictions, that I might sleep securely in my sins. I met with a Socinian
(Unitarian) commentary on the Scriptures and greedily drank in the poison."

As a result, this young sinner began to regard himself as a very worthy being.
Sin began to lose, in his eyes, something of its native ugliness. If man would only
do his best (the book assured him), God is merciful and would do the rest.

If qualms returned, here was a soft pillow upon which to lull himself to sleep
again. Note the amazing result: "In this awful state of mind, I attempted to
obtain admission into holy orders, though living as before in known sin, and in
utter neglect of prayer."

He was ordained deacon (as Curate of Weston Underwood) in September
17 7 2 and pr esbyter in March 17 7 3 and settled down to the work of the ministry in
a spirit of undisturbed self-confidence and self-satisfaction. He was married in
December 1774 and later became Rector of Aston Sandford in Oxfordshire.
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Life opened out before him as a "primrose path of easy dalliance". How the
primrose path was suddenly broken up, we go on now to consider.

The set time
"My times are in thy hands," sings the Psalmist, and in another passage he
reminds us that there is "a set time to favour zion" . yes, a set time to favour
zion and all her children, one by one. The set time to favour Thomas Scott was
now at hand. Not all at once was he to be brought into the light. It was to be a
long pilgrimage, but there were plainly marked milestones all the way, and we
shall follow these milestones as we trace the story to its close. If we have known in
our own experience anything of a "set time" the task before us will stir in us
kindred memories. Here, then, was the first milestone on the wav.

He first hears of John Newton
"In January l77 4,two of my parishioners, a man and his wife, lay at the point of
death. I had heard of the circumstance, but according to my general cust-om, not
being sent for, I took no notice of it; till one evening, the woman being now dead
and the man dying, I heard that my neighbour, Mr. Newton, had bien several
times to see them. Myconscience immediatelyreproached me. . . . It occurred to
me that whatever contempt I had for Mr. N.'s doctrines, I must acknowledge his
practice to be more consistent with the ministerial character than my o*ri."

He went then immediately to visit the survivor, and the sight of one person
already dead and another dying in the same room moved him so deeply ihat he
from that time constantly visited the sick in his parish, whenever there was
opportunity to do so.

This incident, small in importance as it seemed to him at the time, was really
the beginning of better things in Thomas Scott's life. How little John Newton,
the good vicar of olney, knew then of what was happening in his neighbour'i
breast. "A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump."

He is disturbed by reading two books
Still a lover of books, Thomas scott was now in a position to buy them as he
pleased. He was accumulating agood library. Two books on his shilves were by
Bishop Burnet. In reading the good Bishop's History of hb own Times, the
Rector of Aston Sandford had another shock. There was-plain speaking on the
Bishop's part and Scott became definitely convinced that ,;my entrance into the
ministry had been the result of very wrong motives".

His conscience began to prick him because of ,,my flattering pursuit of
reputation and preferment", and he became uneasy because of the many duties
he had left undone. He was living at the time without any secret religionand he
"did not care to pray".

This was humbling. something simply had to be done. The result was: ,,I now
attempted to break the chains with which Satan had hitherto held mv soul in
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bondage." He reformed himself, wrote out some forms of prayer which he
regularly used and was sparing in use of food. It was a strange sort of reforma-
tion. Instead of making him humbler, it had the opposite effect: "As my life was
externally less wicked and ungodly, my heart grew more proud. Everything
tended to increase my good opinion of myself. I concluded that my scheme of
doctrine was the exact standard of truth!" So he began to forget lessons he had
once learned.

However, a second book by the good Bishop, entitled Pastorol Core,
wounded him again. He was greatly affected after reading it, with realising the
charge of precious souls committed to him and the awful account one day to be
rendered of the same.

Every Anglican deacon at his ordination is asked this solemn question: "Do
you trust that you are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon you this
office and ministration?" "Certainly," declared the Bishop, "the answer to this
ought to be well considered, for if anyone says, 'I trust so', that yet knows
nothing of such movement, he lies to the Holy Ghost."

These were not the only books, other than Holy Scripture, which God used to
turn this man's proud heart to Himself. But he had a long way to go yet in his
spiritual pilgrimage.

He meets John Newton
As God has His set time for calling souls to Himself, so (often) He has His chosen
instruments, whom He uses to the same end.

Thomas Scott was now to meet John Newton. It happened at a visitation in
Olney Church; John Newton preached the sermon from Acts 13:9-10, which
Scott imagined was levelled particularly at himself, though as a matter of fact
Newton was not conscious of his presence. This meeting of the two men led to a
correspondence by post. Scott was glad of an opportunity to start a controversy
with Newton, whom he considered a good but misguided man, and whom he
secretly imagined he would speedily vanquish with arguments, especially on
Calvinistic doctrines. Scott's letters are lost. but we have John Newton's answers
to them in his Cardiphonia. The latter breathed throughout a beautiful and
tender spirit. They shun controversy, but drop continual hints "concerning the
necessity, the nature, and the efficacy of faith". They gladly accept Scott's offer
of friendship and leave him to the Lord's guidance. What greatly surprised Scott
was that Newton all along "persevered in telling me I should accede to his
religious principles one day!".

John Newton's letters are so delightful that one would have thought they
might have been sufficient in themselves, along with the Word and grace of God,
to change him who received them.

They did not. They nettled and vexed him so much that he brought the
correspondence to a sudden end. It was disappointing. And yet - the letters
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had more effect than either of the writers realised at the time. "I was surely
feeling my way to the knowledge of the truth," says Scott, thinking matters over
later in life.

Something happens in Church
"My preaching at this time," says Scott, "was in general that smooth palpable
mixture of Law and Gospel which corrupts both by representing the Law as a
mitigated Gospel and as accepting sincere instead of perfect obedience. This
system by flattering pride and prejudice and soothing the conscience, pleases the
careless sinner and self-righteous formalist, but does real good to no one.,,

His Unitarian views still held him fast and hindered him sadly. But his greatest
handicap was the strong prejudice he entertained against so-called
"methodists" - by which he did not mean wesleyans, but those members of the
Anglican Church who held fast by the doctrines of grace.

It was about this time that one day, during divine service, his eyes lighted on
the vIIIth Article of the church of England in his Prayer Book ("of co-equal
Persons in the Unity of the God-head") and thus he made (what was to him)
the amazing discovery that "the very doctrine which I had hitherto despised
as methodistical, was indisputably the standard doctrine of the Established
church when the Homilies were composed, and consequently it is so still."

Shortly after this, in private study, scott's mind was deeply exercised in
seeking to know what our Lord meant, when speaking to Nicodemus, by those
searching words: "Ye must be born again." what they could mean he did not
know, but "some great and total change I supposed to be intended, not only in
the behaviour but also in the heart. But not having clearly experienced that
change, I could not understand in what it cbnsisted. However, having offered
some poor prayers for divine teaching, I undertook to preach upon it."

This he did and sent the MS. afterwards to John Newton. In reply Newton
sent him three of his own sermons. "But," says Scott, "I was too proud to be
taugtrt by him. I cast my eye carelessly over some of them and returned the MS.
without closely attending to anything contained in it."

He begins to see light .J
Thomas scott's parents came of a well-known and much respected family. He
was the tenth child of a family of thirteen. His parents, as fir as religion was
concerned, were unitarians. A Unitarian, the dictionary informs us, is ,,one
who denies the doctrine of the Trinity, believing that God exists only in one
Person". As aboy Scott's mind was soaked in this teaching. As hegrew up it was
part of his mental make-up. This made any change in an opposite direciion all
the more unlikely.

Two sets of books especially helped scotr to begin to doubt his own infalli-
bility and to cast aside his prejudices. one was Dr. clarke's work on the Trinity.
Dr. clarke founded his arguments on express scriptural evidences and spoke
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with such authority that Scott says: "I found myself unable any longer to
maintain my Socinian principles and was constrained to relinquish them
as untenable."

The other books were the writings of "the judicious Hooker", that weighty
theologian of the Anglican church. one passage Scott found to be especially
telling. It speaks of our daily sins in thought, word and deed, and of the wrong
motives behind even our "right" actions, at times, and continues: "Let the
holiest and best thing we can do be considered. Even our prayers are stained. . . .
Search all the generations of men since the fall of our father Adam; find one man
that hath done one action which hath passed from him pure, without any stain or
blemish at all." This was something like a searching test. It was to Scott an
unusual line of reasoning. Such words help us to see ourselves in an honest light.
When we understand them, they awaken in us a cry in the soul that God will bear
with our infirmities and pardon our offences.

There were many equally searching passages that set Scott thinking in a new
way before he closed his Hooker, and by them, he says: "I was effectually
convinced that if ever I were saved, it must be in some way of unmerited mercy
and grace, though I did not clearly understand in what way till long after."

What he needed was the Gospel - good news for sinners who long to lose
their sin. Something of this, too, he found in Hooker. For instance: "The
righteousness wherein we must be found is not our own, therefore we cannot be
justified by any inherent quality. Christ hath merited righteousness for as many
as are found in Him." And again: "We care for no knowledge in the world but
this, that man hath sinned, and God hath suffered; that God hath made Himself
the Son of Man, and that men are made the righteousness of God."

What surprised Scott was, not that such teachings should be given, but that
they should be given by one so great as Hooker. If Scott had found (so he
confesses) such sayings "in the writings of the dissenters" he would have
rejected them as wild enthusiasm; but that Hooker should have fathered them
was (to him) amazing. The result was: "I began to accede to Hooker's senti-
ments. . . . For my part, though I acknowledge that he advances many things
I should be unwilling to subscribe, yet I heartily thank God that at this time I
read him."

We must not suppose this change in Scott's outlook happened easily or
without much inward conflict. Bonds and prejudices which have held us for
years are not easily broken. Take, for instance, Hooker's Sermon on the
Certainty and Perpetuity of Faith in the Elect The very title, to Scott, when he
first approached it, was as a red rag to a bull. Yet it was this sermon that helped
him, through God's grace, to see that the doctrine of the final perseverance of
true believers is expressly taught and consistently maintained throughout the
New Testament. As he read the touching and gracious words with which Hooker
closes that wonderful sermon he set his own seal to their truth. "With such
words in my mouth and such assurance in my heart, I wish to live and die."
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He has a surprise ':

"About this time," says scott, "a new and unexpected effect was produced by
my preaching. I had hitherto been satisfied to see people regularly frequent the
church, listen attentively, and lead decent moral lives. But now that I declared
the strictness, spirituality and sanction of the Law of God, I began to be
approached by persons in great distress about their souls."

This was indeed an astonishing change and perplexity. "I knew not what to
say to them, but being willing to give them the best counsel I could, I exhorted
them in a general way to believe in the Lord Jesus christ, and to study the
Holy Scriptures."

It was this disturbing incident that really drove the nail of conviction home to
the very depths of scott's heart. "I became doubly earnest to know the truth
lest I should mislead those who confided their precious souls to me as their
spiritual instructor." The Lord in His mercy blessed these happenings and
brought the people slowly forward and blessed their souls, and set others
enquiring after salvation.

The simple circumstances of having been made an instrument for good to
others was a crisis upon which Thomas scott never went back. From this day on,
in all his difficulties and perplexities, he had recourse to the Lord directly, noi
conferring with flesh and blood.

"I began to relish the truth of a real satisfaction made by the death of Christ
for the sins of believers, and this was the blessed means of clearing up my views
and confirming my faith respecting that fundamental doctrine of -hiistianity."
There were many other truths in the Word of God Scott had still to learn, butihe
Holy Spirit was bringing him on gently, a step at a time.

He meets John Newton again
After the dropped correspondence, scott and John Newton drifted entirely
apart for a time. "To speak plainly," says Scott, ,,I did not care for his
company. ' ' Neither one nor the other of them, probably expected a change. But
trouble softens hearts and quickens memory, and trouble c:rme to Thomas scott.

In the midst of some heavy discouragement he called at olney vicarage, and
John Newton's words were so comforting and strong that the troubled -lan *as
relieved of his burden and began to think of olney vicarage as a place of
affectionate friendship and refuge. Newton showed him that-if he was to be
faithful to christ he would have to learn to "despise the shame', and to leave his
reputation in the hands of God. This was a sharp trial, but he was enabled to
be faithful.

There was still one. doctrine held by Newton at which scott indignantly
stumbled - the doctrine of election. All his life up to now, scott hadlookei
upon this doctrine with aversion and hostility. Now, even the clouds round
about this great and awful mystery began to open for him. It is in the Bible. this
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doctrine, and Thomas Scott learned to bow humbly in submission to the divine
will as revealed there. It is a truth which may be known, not only in the next life,
but also in this. "Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God," says Paul
to his Thessalonian hearers. It is a doctrine which personally concerns every true
believer: "Your election." It is a divine and sovereign gift: "Your election o/
God." But it was long before Scott would yield to it. Like most of us, he was
willing that God should exercise His sovereign choice in all other directions, but
not in this.

But he had experienced the blessedness, by now, of being born again. Old
things had passed away. All things had become new for him. So that in time the
Holy Spirit conquered him even in this difficult matter, and he was made willing
in the day of God's power. Henceforth he knew whom he believed. "If I look to
Jesus, " he wrote once, "I cannot be discouraged. His strength shall be perfec'ted
in my weakness and His wisdom in my foolishness."

There let us leave him. He lived an honoured and long life after all these
happenings, and was much used of God to the happiness of His people's souls
and wrote many books of great helpfulness.

Book Reviews
Patience of Hope (1 & 2 Thessalonians). t. Philip Arthur. Welwyn
Commentary Series. Evangelical Press. pp. 160. f5.95.

This welcome addition to the Welwyn Commentaries differs from others in the
series in two ways: Firstly it is based on the New King James Version rather than
the NIV; secondly there are few quotations and no references at the end of the
book. However, it is evident that the author has thoroughly read various writers
on these early letters of the apostle Paul. An appendix lists several books for
further reading. It is also one of the shortest of the Welwyn Commentary Series
which makes it ideal as a daily Bible reading aid. The appendix outlining the
different views of the millennium is helpful; to discover the author's own
preference read his excellent commentary. The style of writing is clear and the
application good in this first commentary from Philip Arthur, pastor of
Lancaster Free Grace Baptist Church; may he write more!

A main theme of the Thessalonian letters is Christ's second coming. Mr.
Arthur writes on this subject with great warmth as this extract shows: "The
waiting multitudes of Christian people will gasp in delighted astonishment. Jesus
will exceed all their expectations. There will not be room in a single believing
heart for disappointment. Every one of them will be thrilled with His
magnificence. As they reflect upon the ages that preceded His coming, their
verdict will be that the wait was long, but that He was worth waiting for!" (page
107). Oh, thatHewouldcomesoon! S.K.E.

I

l

t1
I



14 The Gospel Magozine

The Scots Worthies;. John Howie. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 627 plus
32 pages prelims. f16.95 hardback.
This book is a classic, first published in 1775 as Biographio Scoticanaand which
has appeared in about fifty editions over the years.

John Howie (1735-93) came from Covenanting stock and devoted his life to
researching and recording the lives of those who suffered for the truth of the
Gospel during the Reformation and covenanting times. The scots worthies
brings before us some seventy-three lively pen portraits of men who were valiant
for the truth during those stirring times. Here we meet with well known
personalities such as John Knox, Samuel Rutherford, James Guthrie, and
others not so well known such as Thomas Hog and Angus MacBean.

The scots worthies is a splendid production with attractive engravings of
people and places connected with the narrative. We trust that many will avail
themselves of this veryworthwhile andvaluable book. 

M.H.

Please obtain any books revicwed.or advertised trom yow local Christian bookdtop, as we rqretfully ue not
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