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ATONEMENT

From whence this fear and unbelief?

Has not the Father put to grief

His spotless Son for me?

And will the righteous Judge of men

Condemn me for that debt of sin

Which, Lord, was charged on Thee?

Complete atonement Thou hast made,

And to the utmost farthing paid,

Whate'er Thy people owed:

Nor can His wrath on me take place,

If sheltered in Thy righteousness,

And sprinkled with Thy blood.

If Thou hast my discharge procured,

And freely in my place endured

The whole of wrath divine:

Payment God cannot twice demand -

First at my bleeding Surety's hand,

And then again at mine.

Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest!

The merits of thy great High Priest

Have bought thy liberty;

Trust in Hi: efficacious blood,

Nor fear thy banishment from God,

Since Jesus died for thee.

Augustus Toplady
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Editorial
ONE OF THE GREAT QUESTIONS of the Bible is that asked by James - "Whar
is your life?" (4:14). How shall we answer such an important relevant question?

I. It is the gift of God

We are fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm | 39: l4). Life is the prerogarive of
God, it is He that made us (Psalm 100:3). The issues of life are in His hands and
there is a limit to what medical skill can do. God furthermore has set a hedse
around human life saying, "Thou shalt not kill".

2. It is short

The Bible uses different figures to illustrate this, emphasising that our hold on life
at best is frail. One of the dominant notes of Scripture is the brevity of human
life in the light of God's eternity.

.
3. It is uncertain

We know not what a day may bring forth. Tomorrow cannot be predicted with
accuracy. God alorie holds the key of all the unknown and for that we can be glad.

We cannot do better than to make the psalmist's prayer our own: "So teach us to
number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom" (Psalm 9O:12).
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f)own in the Valley
A Sermon by the Editor

Mark 9:17-29 .:,:

THIS INCIDENT occurred immediately after the Transfiguration of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and what a remarkable contrast there is between these two incidents.
He had just left the peace of the mountainside and the glory of the heavenly
radiance and, from this vision of glory, came down and was in immediate conflict
with Satanic possession. He left the blessed company of Moses and Elijah for the
unbelieving Scribes. He came down to the jealousies and the controversies and
the miseries of earth, but, how His presence was needed, for there was a boy in
agony of body, a father in deep distress, and the disciples baffled by Satan's power
and unable to give relief. Let us look at this which is, no doubt, a familiar story.

1. THE PLIGHT OF THE CHILD

You will find it interesting if, as on many other occasions, you compare Scripture
with Scripture. In Matthew's account we read that the father called his boy a
lunatic and the word there really is that he was "moonstruck" - so it would appear
that the malady affected the boy at the time when the moon approached its
fulness. In Mark's account he is spoken of as being "possessed by a dumb spirit".
There is no discrepancy, for here is the root cause of it all. Satan had a hand in it
and, to avery marked degree. Clearly, this was a case of demon possession which
was so familiar in those days and which is not altogether unknown in our own day.

Notice this phrase - "he taketh him". The idea is that Satan had got him as a
captive. This reminds us of those words of the Apostle Paul when he was writing
to Timothy of those who are ensnared by the "devil, who are taken captive by him
at his will". He had been affected in this way from being a child. It was a stubborn
and a longstanding history of misery, and there was no rest from these cruel
attacks, and so this boy's case was well nigh hopeless. The disease was fitful
and it was deeply mysterious. It was so tenibly violent and sudden in its attack -
it was so deep-rooted and of such long continuance, that it was so near to
destroying life itself. what a tragic situation! old Bishop Hall, a commentator of
long ago, said: "Out of hell there could not be a greater misery." That, then, was
the plight of the child.

2. THE PLEA OF THE PARENT

"I brought him unto Thy disciples that they might do something for him." Here is
the plea of the father which we will look at a little more in detail as we go along.
The ever recurring tragedy had driven this father to the point of despair. His
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deepening distress brought him to the disciples. The father was filled with anguish
and deep concern - he was grief-stricken for his son, for he was an only child.
How sincere, definite, urgent and pathetic was the request of the father! yes, and
how reverent he was, because Matthew tells us he kneeled down to Him. Here is
the plea of the parent. Oh! that we had a deeper concern for the spiritual welfare
of the children today growing up in a secular age where Christ is rejected, where
God's law is disregarded and openly flouted, and where the devil seems to be
gaining ground at a tremendous rate and on every hand. Are we concerned about
the young people of today - your own children, if you are privileged to have
them? Here was the plea of the father He came to the disciples, but ultimately he
came to Christ and that proved the answer to his problem.

3. THE PREDICAMENT OF TT{E DISCIPLES

Here were the disciples and they were defeated! what sad reading it makes! "I
spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not," says the
father. And this failure was in spite of the fact that our Lord had given them power
over unclean spirits. We read that in Mark 6:7. So, we ask, what had become of
the disciples'gift? Had it ebbed away as suddenly as it had come? It cerrainly was
a humiliating experience, and everyone witnessed their utter confusion. Picture it
in your mind - the boy writhed in agony, in the grip of demon possession, but they
could not set him free. And the Scribes taunted the disciples with their utter
failure, and these disciples were baffled, and they wanted to know how this
mortifying defeat had come about. How was it that they had failed in rhe moment
of opportunity and challenge? well, their failure was from within. The cause of
this impotence lay wholly in themselves. There was not any defect in the power
that had been given them, or any withdrawal of the power. Perhaps they had been
too lifted up by past successes and they had to learn that victories over Satan are
not easily won. or perhaps they were spiritually out of sorts. You see, their Master
was away on the mountain top, away with their three strongest companions, Peter,
James and John, and then they had heard the announcement of our Lord's
approaching rejection and suffering and that stunned them. They could work no
miracle because they themselves lacked spiritual power. They were out of touch
- they were impotent, paralysed. But look at the question they asked Him.

First reason - unbelief
"And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why
could not we cast him out?" (verse 28). They asked Him when they were alone in
the house which indicates something of the shame and humiliation and the
disappointment in the fact that they could not cast him out. In Matthew's account
our Lord says to them quite bluntly: "Because of your unbelief' - "Because of
your lack of faith." Somehow they had not faith to believe that the Lord would
operate through them and grant them deliverance in this needy case. Do we not
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also sometimes fail for the same reason? We ask, when we are confronted with
certain situations that arise, "Can God help?". It is so vividly portrayed in the
history of the children of Israel in Psalm 78 - that historical Psalm - where it says
"they spake against God" and said, "Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?"
(verse l9). Of course God can, but they doubted and questioned. What about the
children of Israel after they were brought through the Red Sea in triumph? It was
not long after when they came near to the borders of the Promised Land that they
shrank back in fear, they were cowardly at heart and they gave way to doubting
God's love and power, and in after days the writer to the Hebrews said, "They
could not enter in because of unbeliefl'. Our Lord said exactly the same thing to
the disciples - it was because of their unbelief. And sometimes we have to be
honest with ourselves and acknowledge that we doubt the ability of the Lord's
power. The failure is on our part - not on His. Matthew recalls how that our Lord
went down to His own country but, "he did not many mighty works there because
of their unbelief'. So it was here.

Second reason - lack of prayer

"This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting" (verse 29).
Where there is a defection of prayer there is bound to be a defection of power.
Evidently the disciples had not prayed enough and, consequently, they were
powerless. The Epistle of James has a very pregnant word in this respect where it
says, "Ye have not, because ye ask not". It was the same with the disciples.

You have probably heard of David Brainherd, that great missionary of a former
day - a wonderful man. When he went out and preached to the Indians, thousands
trembled at his words, and they cried for mercy. What was the secret? it was not
in the man himself. The secret was this, that before he preached he prayed
fervently sometimes for days on end. Robert Murray M'Cheyne says this: "What
a man is on his knees before God that is what he is and nothing more." There was
a man who was utterly consistent and through whose ministry revival came to
Dundee at St. Peter's Church and other places too - a man who steeped his
preaching in prayer. But let us go to the great example of all, our Lord Jesus
Christ. It is recorded that He, on more than one occasion, "in the morning, rising
up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and
there prayed", and there was an occasion where we read that "he went out into a
mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God" (Luke 6:12). That is
the second reason - lack of prayer.

Third reason - lack of fasting
"This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting." Now, fasting
denotes such an intensity of desire and purpose that we are willing to set aside
everything else, al l  legi t imate things, in order to seek God's face and to secure His
blessing. Fasting means to deny ourselves of secular and secondary things in
order that spiritual power may be released. Satan's kingdom is not to be pulled
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down without effort. Victories are not easily won over the prince of this world,
and without fervent prayer and self-denial we shall meet with defeat and failure.
Oh! it is a great mistake to underrate our foes. And that is very true in the spiritual
realm because the adversary against whom we contend is as a strong man armed.
Ephesians 6:12 says: "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places." So it was that the disciples were
exposed to the scorn and the mockery of an unbelieving crowd, and the taunting
of the Scribes because of their failure. They may have suggested that all their
so-called successes were impostures and make-believes.

But when this dispute was at its height, Jesus arrived. There was an imperative
need for the presence of the saviour How wonderful it is that the Lord always
comes at the right time! Is not this true in our own experience? He is the sovereign
Lord and you have heard me say so many times, "His clock keeps perfect time".
So it was here, He came when He was needed most.

4. THE POWER OF TIIE SAVIOUR

Notice what the man said: "If thou canst do any thing" (verse 22). Notice how the
Lord rolled the response back on the man: "Jesus said unto him, If thou canst
believe, all things are possible to him that believeth." You see, our Lord will have
no f applied to Himself. The experience of the power must always be of God and
not of ourselves, and the Lord said on more than one occasion: "According to
your faith be it unto you." "If thou canst believe," says our Lord to the father, "all
things are possible to him that believeth." So whenever we fail, instead of casting
the blame upon God, we need to search our own hearts, because we are never
straitened in God but only in ourselves. satan is strong and malicious and
tremendously active, but Christ is stronger than Satan and sin. The evil spirit in
this boy was too much for the disciples, but the Lord only had to speak and the
victory was evident, the devil was cast out. The Lord spoke with almighty
authority and Satan was obliged at once to obey, and the same Lord is still the
same. How thankful we are that it stands written that "Jesus Christ [is] the same
yesterday, and to day, and for ever" and that "he is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by him". He is still a powerful Saviour. He showed
His power that day - the boy was healed, the father rejoiced and then He dealt so
graciously with the disciples. What a lesson was learned that day!

Take with you this familiar story. Think it through, and may God bress you as
you do so.

we think of the plight of the child, the plea of the father, and the predicament
of the disciples, but also the power of the saviour May He put forth His mighty
power in this decadent age in which we find ourselves, and may our prayer be,
"Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?" - "Come
a,nong us in great powen " May He do so, for His Name's sake. Amen. 

M.H.
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

MEAL WITH FRIENDS

WHATATREAT it is to be invited out for a meal with friends. We enjoy different
food and it is especially good for Mum to have a rest from the cooking. It is just as
enjoyable to have friends come to our house for a meal. It is good fun getting ready,
preparing something special to eat and making sure that everything looks nice.
Having a meal together is a real sign of friendship between the host and the guest.

The friendship between God and His people is described in a similar way.
"Behold I stand at the door and knock," says the Lord, "if any man hear my voice
and open the door, I will come in to him and will sup with him and he with me."

The relationship between God and His Church is depicted by the act of eating
supper together.

When friends eat together it is not just the food that is important. It is a great
opportunity to speak together - to give news, to share problems, to encourage one
another. Jesus ate meals in the home of his friends, Mary, Martha and Lazarus.
Martha got harassed in preparing the food one time while her sister sat and
listened to Jesus' conversation. Jesus told Martha that Mary had "chosen the
better part".

Jesus ate supper with His disciples on the night of His betrayal. The special
Passover feast, when the Jewish people remembered their deliverance from Egypt
in the time of Moses, was prepared by Peter and John in an upper room in
Jerusalem.

At this last supper with his friends Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper. The bread
is to remind us of Jesus Christ's body broken for His people. The wine represents
Jesus Christ's blood shed for His people. In Churches all over the world this meal
of bread and wine is a sacrament which nourishes and strengthens the Lord's
people. Those who love the Lord sit at His table as His guests. He has commanded
them to do so. "This do in remembrance of me."

After Jesus rose from the dead, His disciples saw him on several occasions.
One day some of them were out on the Sea of Tiberias fishing, but with no
success. They saw a man on the shore who called out to them to throw the net out
again on the right side of the ship. When they did so they caught a huge number
of fish. John then realised that the man on the shore was the Lord Jesus. Jesus had
prepared breakfast there on the shore. Fish was already cooking on a fire of coals
but Jesus asked them to bring some of their fish too. The risen Lord served them
breakfast of bread and fish.

What a lovely way to show the disciples His friendship. We should remember
that He tells us: "As I have loved you so ought ye to love one another."

Look out for an opportunity today to show love in a practical way to a friend.
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PUZZLE ,.

1. What food did Jesus use to feed 5,000 people in a desert place? Matthew 14.

2. In Jesus' parable what was served by the king at his son's wedding feast?
Manhew 22.

3. When the prodigal son came home, what was prepared for the celebration
feast? Luke 15.

4. Jesus performed His first miracle at a marriage feast. What did He do?
John 2.

5. Abraham had an unexpected visit from three men who brought him a message
from God. What meal did he give them? Genesis 18.

6. What favourite meal did Isaac ask Esau to prepare for him? Genesis 27.

7. What did Rebekah make for Jacob to give to his father Isaac? Genesis 27.

8. When Joseph entertained his brothers to a meal in the palace in Egypt, which
brother was given five times as much as the others? Genesis 43.

'  
' ' " "  ' ' ; ' : ' '  ' .  ' : : ;  f f . : ,1 "  
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The Millennium - Fear, Faith
and the Future

DAVID N. SAMUEL

An address given at a meeting of the llnited Protestant Council 
- :

WHEN I CONSIDERED this subject a word thar came to my mind in connecrion
with the millennium was confusion. I would have included it in the title, but I did
not wish to make it too long. Before I come to fear and faith I would, however,
like to say a word about confusion. When men proposed to build the tower of
Babel, God confounded their language, so that they could not understand one
another and they left off building it. It seems that God has confounded the
thoughts of those engaged in the building of the millennium dome and the
millennium project, so that they do not seem to understand what they are doing.
What does the millennium actually mean? and what is the nation supposed to be
celebrating come the year 2000? The millennium dome itself is a symbol of that
confusion. Here we have, created at vast expense, some f800,000,000, and with
great ingenuity, an enorrnous dome on the banks of the Thames at Greenwich. But

I  15,
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the only problem is, no one is quite sure what exactly to put inside it. What does
it stand for? Why was it erected?

Jonathan Sacks, the Chief Rabbi, writing in The Times in January, said: "There
could be no more poignant symbol of our confusion than the Millennium Dome
itself. The Great Exhibition of 1851 told of a Britain self-confident as an imperial
power. The Festival of Britain a century later spoke of a nation reassembling itself
after war, and looking forward to a new Elizabethan age. By contrast, the
Millennium Dome is strangely bereft of meaning. It is probably the first great
national symbol about which no one is altogether sure what it symbolises. Nor is
this accidental. It has to do with a profound crisis in our sense of time." And I
would add, about ourselves and our identity as a people.

But why should this be so? Why should our age be so confused? Other
generations, as Sacks points out, do not seem to have faltered in this way before
events. Human history has passed through tenible and tragic times, but there has
not been such a vacuum of the human spirit, such uncertainty and tentativeness in
the face of events, such as this.

Modern man has lost touch with history

First, I believe it is attributable to the fact that modern man has lost touch with
what has been at the heart of European history for the last two thousands years.
Christianity has shaped our history and destiny. The measurement of time by the
years before Christ and after Christ has symbolised and represented that. The first
advent of Christ was the watershed of history. This has been our common, shared,
cultural heritage, and it has been disseminated beyond Europe to the world. But
now we seem to have lost the momentum of that common culture. A book with an
offensive title, published back in the 1970s, called The Myth of God Incarnate,
seems to sum it all up. Liberal theology, first nurtured in Germany, then in the
academic institutions of this country, has so eaten the heart out of Christian
teaching in the Churches and schools of this land, that people have been
dispossessed of their inheritance.

After the war, there was an enorrnous problem created in Europe by "displaced
people" as they were called. People whose homes and habitats had been
destroyed, so that they were compelled to wander from place to place, with no real
settled home. That, I think, represents to us the condition men and women are in
today spiritually and culturally. They are, spiritually speaking, displaced persons.
They have no moral or religious roots or habitat; it has been destroyed. When
therefore the year nn 2000 comes round, the 2,000th year since the birth of Christ,
what are they to celebrate? I think as Christian believers we underestimate the
spiritual wasteland in which we now live, and how little understanding people
have of the coming of Christ into the world, who He is and what He came to do.
There is only the haziest apprehension of what that now means amongst the
general public, in this land and in the West generally. So that is the first thing:
the Christian culture that informed and guided our national life has largely
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disappeared, and as a consequence people are bewildered and confused as to the
meaning of the year 2000.

But there is another factor at work, and it is this. Not only has the Christian
culture disappeared, but so has the philosophic culture that was parasitic upon
Christianity, by which I mean the philosophy of inevitable progress and
modernism. As Christian culture in Europe began to break up under the attack of
the Enlightenment, or the Age of Reason, as some called it, something else that
was parasitic upon Christian thought came to take its place, and that was
modernism - the belief that things could only get better and better, that all change
would improve the human condition, and that as a result of the progress of science
the human race would march forward to the sunlit uplands.

Here we have to go back a little. It was Christianity and biblical thought which
introduced the concept of linear time; that is, that history is, as it were, a straight
line between two points with a beginning and an end. Before that, the heathen
thought of time as a circle. This is not surprising, their religion was nature
religion, the worship of the sun and the moon and the heavens and the earth. What
they saw in nature was the ever recurring cycle - the sun and the moon rising and
setting, the seasons going round and round succeeding each other, and always
coming back to the beginning. And so the world of nature, and man with it, was
carried around in a circle ever coming back to the beginning and starting over
again. All man's worship and sacrifices were dedicated to ensuring that this cycle
was not broken or changed.

But Christianity and the Bible introduced revolutionary concepts of a
beginning and an end of all things. It was diametrically opposed to the heathen
system. "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." So runs the
great opening sentence of the Bible. The world made by God, having a beginning,
will also have an end. The first coming of Christ, the Son of God, into the world
at the appointed time - "in the fulness of time" - portended the nearness of the
end. The first time He came in weakness, but the second time, at the end of the
world, He will come in glory. The New Testament testifies to the neamess of that
end. "The night is far spent, the day is at hand." "For yet a little while, and he that
shall come will come, and will not tarry." "The end of all things is at hand." The
first coming of Christ is the guarantee of His second coming and the end of all
things, just as the lightning flash is followed by the thunder crash. Christ Himself
is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, the First and the Last. He
comprehends within Himself the total meaning and purpose of history. To have
christ is to have the key to history. "By him all things consist" - all things cohere.
All this is the real significance of Christianity for time and for history.

Marxism and Darwinism

Now when Christianity came under attack in the Enlightenment, those human
systems of thought that were meant to supplant Christianity actually took over
from it the linear concept of time. They did not return to paganism and the cyclical
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view of time, but employed the Christian notion of history for their own ends.
Both Marx and Darwin owed much to the Bible and Christianity, though it was
unacknowledged and unconscious. Both were parasitic growths upon Christian
thought. Marx developed a philosophy of history that moved forward through the
dialectical struggle of capitalism and labour to the eventual millennium of the
dictatorship of the proletariat when the state would wither away. Marx's thinking
was essentially messianic. Marxism and communism are now discredited. They
have broken down under the weight of experience and the reality of economic and
political life. The theory did not match the facts. The Marxist dream of a
deterministic historical development resulting in a socialist millennium has
proved unsound. It was in any case a perversion of Christian history. ::F1ii' j

The same is true of Darwinism. This too is a perversion of the Christiari view
of history. Darwin spoke of the evolution of life on earth over millions of years,
and of the development of the highest forms of life from the simplest through
the survival of the fittest. But strictly speaking, natural selection of itself does not
lead to the advancement or progression of the race. It could equally well mean
stagnation or regression. The notion of progress or advance in evolution is
something that is borrowed unconsciously from the Chnstian understanding of
history. Darwin, despite all the grim horror of his theory of "nature red in tooth
and claw", comes to an unjustifiably optimistic conclusion. As he looked back
upon the supposed development of life on earth from the earliest times he wrote:

"We may feel certain that the ordinary succession by generation has never
once been broken, and that no cataclysm has desolated the whole world.
Hence we may look with some confidence to a secure future of great
length. And as natural selection works solely by and for the good of each
being, all corporeal and mental endowments will tend to progress towards
p e r f e c t i o n ' ' ( o r i g i n o f t h e S p e c i e s , p a g e 4 0 2 ) , . . ; . . , . . ' j ! . '

So for Providence we read "natural selection" and for the coming of God's
kingdom we read "the state of perfection towards which natural selection leads"
and we have a direct transcript of the Christian view of history into evolutionism.
By such a trick Darwin palmed his theory off upon a gullible Victorian public.

But now these hopes and philosophies have crumbled. The confident claims of
Marx and Lenin have proved false. Their system has collapsed. What President
Reagan described as "the evil empire", holding half the world in thrall, has
vanished like a dream. Likewise the doctrine of progress that evolution preached
is breaking down. It was asserted that everything modem was good and must be
an improvement on the old. Man was full of opiimism about the future and was
on the march to a brave new world. But now he is not so sure. Science which was
bound up with the notion of inevitable progress is now viewed with suspicion
as threatening that future and even the survival of the human race. It is seen as
endangering the ecology of the globe. Genetic engineering of foods and human
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embryos create fear and uncertainty. Could all this be leading mankind down a
path from which there is no return, to a nightmare world of Frankenstein
monsters? It is here that the element of fear is associated with the advent of the
millennium.

Fear was associated very much with the advent of the first millennium. Many
thought that it would usher in the end of the world. As the year 999 drew to a close
panic spread amongst many as they thought that catastrophe was impending and
that God would send judgments upon the world. Many fled the large towns and
sought safety in the countryside, where they were murdered or died of starvation.
There is a large element of fear about today as we enter 1999. But today it is not
generated so much by religious hysteria (though there are the extreme sects who
are converging on Jerusalem expecting the return of Christ), rather it is a fear that
modern civilisation will break down under its own weight, the weight of its
sophistication. Passing a local hardware store recently I saw generators on sale.
There are many who fear that there will be a general breakdown of computers
when the year 2000 dawns, because they have not been programmed to deal with
the advent of the millennium. This worldwide computer crash will, they say, lead
to power cuts, water shortages, lack of food and fuel, and the collapse of law
and order. Some are making preparations to leave their homes and camp in the
countryside to escape such disasters. (They are evidently unaware of the history
of the year 1000.) But if such catastrophes are anticipated on the scale that is
forecast by some, it is unlikely that any will escape the consequences, however
far they flee from the cities. This is really a sort of archetypal fear, generated by
the advent of the millennium, rather than a rational assessment of the dangers.
Much of the sense of fear is generated by the unknown. The year 2000 represents
a psychological barrier with the unknown on the far side. There is something of
this present with the advent of every new year, but it is greatly magnified by the
coming of the year 2000.

The significance of the Year 2000
I have reviewed some aspects of the millennium under the categories of
cortfusion and fear. But how should we regard it from the standpoint of faith? |
think the Churches have signally failed to rise to the occasion. The rather abysmal
Millennium Montent - the lighting of a candle sent to every household in the land
at a cost of f6,000,000, and the saying of a mawkish resolution - not a prayer,
which makes no mention of God or Christ - is a sad reflection on the spiritual
state of the Churches in the principal denominations, and a craven bowing to
what is supposed to be politically correct. But how should believers regard the
millennium from the standpoint of faith?

First, for the believer the year 2000 must have great significance, for it marks
the tirne when 2,000 years ago the son of God came into the world "for us men
and for our salvation". That was surely the most important moment in time. It is
the fulcrum of history. The hinge upon which all things turn. "This is a faithful
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saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners." It marks the moment of hope, deliverance and eternal salvation
for mankind. It is a moment that is both in time and transcends time. And since it
is by definition the only moment so to do, it impresses on history an indelible
mark, and shapes and characterises all history. So it is a moment of real thanks-
giving and praise for all true Christians. I do not think we can ignore it simply
because the world misunderstands and abuses it. It is of great significance and
importance to us all that 2,000 years have passed since the coming of the Saviour
into the world.

Secondly, it is of great significance because it brings the second coming of our
Lord nearer. As the Apostle Paul puts it: "Now is your salvation nearer than when
you believed." Two thousand years from the Incarnation brings us that much
nearer to the return of Christ which He Himself foretold. Two thousand years
brings us that much nearer the end of the present order. Indeed, it could be that
such events are now "nigh, even at the doors". It should impress upon us all the
need to live in hope and expectancy of the return of our Lord and Saviour. "Let
your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; and ye yourselves like unto
men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that when he
cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately." We ought not
simply to go on thoughtlessly with the flow of events as if there were no end, no
climax, no fulfilment to history. It used to be said of some of those government
officers, who went to serve in the colonies, that they had "gone native". By that it
was meant that they had become too close to the ways and customs of the local
people and had lost their identity. Speaking generally, it would appear that
Christians and Churches have "gone native". They have adopted the ways and
outlook of the secular world. They have lost their identity as pilgrims and
sojourners in this present evil world, who look for a better country, that is, an
heavenly; who have here no abiding city. If we are to view the millennium from
the standpoint of faith, then we must look beyond this present world to the return
of Christ and the ushering in of the reign of God. I am not, of course, saying that
the year 2000 will mark the return of Christ, but that it should impress on us that
He must soon come and bring the present order of things to an end, and that we
as Christians must never let that hope grow dim but grow ever more fervent as we
see the day approaching.

Now, as to the times and the seasons, is there anything we can say about them?
Our salvation draws nearer, but is it possible to be more precise as to the signs of
Christ's coming? Well, our Lord did not leave us without indications nor did the
apostles. While we should not seek to go beyond what is given us in Scripture,
neither should we neglect what we have given to us by the Lord Himself and His
apost les concerning the signs of His second coming.

First our Lord clearly spoke of certain signs that would appear preceding His
second coming: "Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered
together." I think here we must read "vultures" for eagles. What is meant is, that
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where there is a dead body of some animal on the ground, the vultures will be seen
circling above it. You may not be able to see the dead body, it may be too far away,
but you will be able to see the vultures wheeling in the sky above it. Such our
Lord teaches is the relationship between the secret event of His second coming
and the signs to be associated with it. You will see the one before the other.
The signs will begin to cluster around the impending event - the return of Christ
to this world.

we have a duty therefore to observe the signs of the times in which we live.
Our Lord severely upbraided his contemporaries for not understanding the time in
which they lived. He wept over Jerusalem saying: "If thou hadst known, even
thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace!" He said to
His disciples: "What I say unto you I say unto all, Watch." We shall fail in our
duty to ourselves and others if we remain wilfully ignorant of events in our own
time which may portend the coming again of Christ.

Now with regard to the signs preceding our Lord's return there are, without
straining things at all, certain bold and prominent events that need no searching
out, which may indicate the nearness of Christ's return.

First, there is what is termed in Scripture the expiry of "the times of the
Gentiles". No one who remembers the six-day war between the state of Israel
and the Arabs can dismiss from his mind the amazing outcome of that in the
capture by Israel of the old city of Jerusalem. It immediately brings to mind
the words of our Lord: "Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." The significance of this phrase, "the times of
the Gentiles" I take, with others, to mean the times of spiritual opportunity and
privilege which have been granted to the Gentile nations. These times have an
end, and the end is marked by the reversion of the chosen city, Jerusalem, to the
rule of Israel.

Here I think I would do well to quote what Bishop Ryle had to say over a
hundred years ago about this verse:

"A fixed period is here foretold, during which Jerusalem was to be given
over into the hand of Gentile rulers, and the Jews were to have no dominion
over their ancient city. A fixed period is likewise foretold which was to be
the time of the Gentiles' visitation, the time during which they were to
enjoy privileges, and to occupy a position something like that of Israel in
ancient days. . . . Both periods are one day to end.

"Jerusalem is to be once more restored to ancient inhabitants. The Gentiles,
because of their hardness and unbelief, are to be stripped of their privileges
and endure just judgments of God. But the times of the Gentiles are not yet
run out. We ourselves are living within them at the present day."

And Ryle continues:
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"The subject before us is a very affecting one, and ought to raise within us
great searchings of heart. While the nations of Europe are absorbed in
political conflicts and worldly business, the sands of their hour-glass are
ebbing away. While governments are disputing about secular things, and
parliaments can hardly condescend to find a place for religion in their
discussions, their days are numbered in the mind of God. Yet a few years
and the 'times of the Gentiles will be fulfilled'. Their days of visitation will
be past and gone. Their unused privileges will be taken away. The
judgments of God shall fall upon them. They shall be cast aside as vessels
in which God has no pleasure. Their dominion shall crumble away, and
their vaunted institutions shall fall to pieces. The Jews shall be restored.
The Lord Jesus shall come again in power and great glory. The kingdoms
of this world shall become the kingdoms of our God and of His Christ, and
the 'times of the Gentiles' shall come to an end."

Many of these things to which Ryle refers, of which our Lord spoke
prophetically, have been hidden from previous generations. But they are open and
exposed to us. We have seen those prophecies fulfilled before our eyes. For 2,000
years Jerusalem was trodden down of the Gentiles. When Ryle wrote it was still
under the Gentile power. Now it is the possession of the Jews. The significance of
this for us and for all men is immense. The times of the Gentiles are at an end.
If we are in any doubt about this we have only to look about us and see how the
spiritual privileges are being withdrawn from the nations that have formerly been
known as Christian. What we are witnessing today is not merely the closure of
churches and chapels on a grand scale, but also the departure from those that
remain of Scripture teaching and Gospel preaching. Its place is being taken by a
thinly veiled humanism. I am sure we have all experienced how difficult it is to
find a church or chapel in a locality that makes a real profession of the Gospel. I
see that it has been reported recently that Dr. Carey now admits that the Church
of England is in crisis, but it is not only the Church of England, it is Christendom
itself. This surely is what is meant by the times of the Gentiles being fulfil led.

Secondly, there is another thing associated with the times preceding our Lord's
return and that is Lawlessness, anomia, sometimes translated "iniquity". Our
Lord says, " . . . iniquity shall abound" (Matthew 24:127. Paul declares: "This
know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come." He then goes on to
describe more fully what he means. "For men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fiercc, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of
plcasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the
powcr thereof ' (2 Timothy 3: l -5).  Al l  the types of behaviour l isted here by Paul
have a vcry real resonance with the condition of society today. There has been a
stccp incrcasc in cr ime in al l  western societ ies in this century. But I  am concerned
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about a lawlessness of a more subtle and insidious kind which is manifesting itself
today, and that is the rejection of the Law of God by public bodies and even by
the legislature itself.

When a law is passed by Parliament and put upon the statute book it can still
be lawlessness when it is judged by that higher Law - the Law of God. yet we
have witnessed this kind of thing repeatedly in recent years, and we are told that
lawlessness will increase. There has been legislation passed by parliament on
Divorce and Remarriage, Abortion, the Lord's Day, Gambling, Homosexuality -
all of which are in open defiance of the Laws of God. Iniquity, lawlessness, in our
society today is no longer merely the aberration of the individual, but it is the
structured, codified and deliberate lawlessness of society itself.

This, I think, is what Bishop Ryle meant by the falling away of our vaunted
institutions, the crown, Parliament, the Judiciary, and so on. These institutions
and public bodies of which we have been proud will fall to pieces and become
only the hollow shells of what they were before. Their inspiraiion in the past was
the Bible, but as the gracious influence of God's word is withdrawn from the
nation, so other, evil influences will come in and the nation will sink into
lawlessness. The kind of wicked, heathen society that Paul describes in Romans
chapter 1 will be the kind of society that will result from the decline of the
traditional Christian institutions.

All this is described by our Lord in vivid language in the verses immediately
following His prediction regarding the ending of the times of the Gentiles. ,.Ani
there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth
distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts
failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the
earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken" (Luke 2l:25-26). "Theiea and
the waves roaring" is often in Scripture a figure of peoples in tumult, rebellion and
lawlessness. "The powers of heaven" being shaken is also a figure in Scripture of
the toppling of kings, rulers and governments. This, then, is another of tfie signs
given us in scripture that will precede the return of our Lord Jesus christ.

Thirdly, there is yet another sign related to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and that is the re-emergence of the old Roman Empire. In the Revelation of
St. John the Divine we have a description of creatureJ fit to inha'bit a nightmare,
and no doubt intended to warn the spiritual slumberer. "I saw," says John, .,a
woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having o*r
seven heads and ten horns . and when I saw her, I wondeied with grea:t
admiration [or astonishment]."

With the Reformers and others I interpret the Book of Revelation historically.
The vision John had of the beast and the whore sitting upon it follows
immediately upon the sounding of the seventh trumpet and thi outpouring of the
seventh vial of God's wrath. The number seven in Scripture always denotes
completeness, and here indicates that the judgments of God in history are to be
wound up.
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Much that is of a prophetic nature in the Word of God cannot be understood
until the events to which they refer unfold themselves, then their significance is
revealed. The sufferings of the Messiah could not be properly understood until
Jesus Christ had come in the flesh. Peter refers to this when he says in his first
Letter, that the prophets who wrote of the sufferings of Christ, wrote those things
not for themselves, but for us - that is, the first generation of Christians to whom
these things are reported as actually having happened.

What then do these symbolic figures mean, and do the events of the present
time cast any light upon them? It would seem they do. The nations of Europe are
now resolved to come together in a great economic and political union. Whether
Britain will join is not yet decided, but the present government seems to be
positioning itself to do so, if it were to win the next election. But there are many
who understand these things and warn of the great danger of such an enterprise.
The foundations economically seem to be very insecure. The project could go
disastrously wrong, resulting in major economic collapse and political turmoil
and even revolution: just such things as are predicted in the previous chapter of
the Book of Revelation by the symbolism of a great earthquake, "such as was not
since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great". The
leaders ofthe European nations now dream ofunity, peace and harmony, ushering
in a millennium of prosperity and happiness. But these dreams of worldly
politicians ignore the depravity of human nature. They therefore build upon sand.
Union gives added strength to wickedness. The closer the bonds of the European
nations the greater will be the convulsion that ensues when the time comes, and
the more widespread the disaster that follows in its wake. Dreams of political
unity, peace and harmony can so quickly turn into nightmare.

Which brings us back to the figures that John saw in his vision, a terrible beast
and a whore riding upon it. The beast represents the old Roman Empire now
revived in the nations of the European Union, for it is spoken of as "the beast that
was, and is not, and yet is". The whore as always in Scripture, stands for the
apostate church, unfaithful to the Word of God; which is the Church of Rome and
all those Churches which, through the ecumenical movement, identify with her.

It is clear that the Church of Rome is using the European Union to further her
own ends, that is, riding upon the back of the beast, and in this, no doubt, it will
succeed for a time. But later in his vision John sees the beast turn upon the whore
and tear her to pieces, which will be the fate of the apostate church. It is perfectly
clear that the spirit of the age is not religious but infidel. The majority of the
people and their leaders believe nothing. That spirit will eventually prevail to cast
off and destroy the apostate church.

The message of this vision in the book of Revelation is plain, so that he who
runs may read. We should not be deceived by dreams of European Union and we
should steer clear of the Church of Rome and the ecumenical movement.

These are some of the events that begin to cluster around the secret event of our
Lord's second comins. There are others but we have not time to deal with them
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all. These are sufficient in themselves to impress upon us the nature of the times
in which we live. It is time now for me to draw together the threads of this paper.
I began by speaking of the confusion that surrounds the millennium, a confusion
that springs from the failure of people generally today to understand Christian
faith, history and culture. Modern man is dispossessed and disinherited. He
wanders in a moral and spiritual wilderness. Confronted with an event that speaks
of 2,000 years of Christianity he is at a loss to know what do do. He feels a
compulsion to do something, but what he should do and why he should do it, he
is not sure, except that it is an excuse to have a colossal party.

But following on the heels of confusion is fear, for not only does modern man
not understand himself spiritually, and is bereft of faith, but also he finds that
thosephi losophersofprogressandenl ightenment,whoseemedtopromisehima
future of security, peace and plenty have failed him. Marxism has collapsed and
proved an empty dream and science seems to threaten the future of the race.

Conclusion

Against the sombre background of these events we come up to the year 2000.
As christians we see it as bringing nearer our salvation and the reign of God. we
look forward to and welcome the future, because it brings the second coming of
Christ. As believers we must be discerning and watchful, understanding the times
in which we live. We cannot neglect the signs which point to the nearness of our
Lord's return. The return of the Jews to Palestine; the recapture of Jerusalem
heralding the end of "the times of the Gentiles"; the gradual withdrawal of
spiritual opportunities from the nations, coupled with growing lawlessness; and
the emergence in Europe of the form and fashion of the old Roman Empire - all
these are foretold in Scripture.

These things should serve to give greater urgency to the proclamation of the
Gospel. The coming of the millennium together with the signs we have mentioned
must give an eschatological context to our preaching. The events we witness are
unfolding according to the plan of God foretold in Scripture: "one day is with
the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not
slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is long-
suffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come
to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night . . . "
(2 Peter 3:8- l0).

For those who are confused and those who are fearful we have a message. It is
this: "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners." He came the first time, not for judgment but
for salvation. Now, in this time of good news, you may come to christ and have
all your sins forgiven, be justified by faith alone, and receive the gift of the Holy
spirit, and be filled with joy and peace and hope. But hereafter, very soon, christ
will come again in power and great glory, and then there will be no more time, for
He will come for final judgment. May we all use wisely such time as remains.
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"The Nation and
Thy Churches Spare"

ISA A. BUCKLEY

EACH PASSING DAY finds our beloved land sinking more deeply into sin and
evil. God's Word is derided, evil is called good, and sin parades itself openly.
Many of our Churches are more like theatres, and the preaching of the Bible is
regarded as being out of date. Do we feel a sense of concern?

Many are praying for revival but do we not first of all need reformation in what
we believe and in how we behave in God's house and in daily living? Godly men
and women of earlier days mourned and wept and repented before the Lord as
they sought His face for the Church and for the nation.

May the Lord grant that it will not be said of our land, as of Judah so long ago,
that they came to the place where there was no remedy (2 Chronicles 36:11-21).

John Newton wrote the following words long ago. They still apply today, for
we see that God's hand is already laid in judgment on our land.

Lord, while Thy judgments shake the land,
Thy people's eyes are fixed on Thee;
We own Thy just uplifted hand,
Which thousands cannot, will not, see.

How long hast Thou bestowed Thy care
On this indulged, ungrateful spot!
While other nations, far and near,
Have envied and admired our lot.

Here peace and liberty have dwelt,
The glorious Gospel brightly shone;
And oft our enemies have felt
That God has made our cause His own.

But ah! both heaven and earth have heard
Our vile requital of His love;
We, whom like children He has reared,
Rebels against His goodness prove.

His grace despised, His power defied,
And legions of the blackest crimes,
Profaneness, riot, lust, and pride
Are signs that mark the prqsent times.
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The Lord, displeased, has raised His rod;
Ah! where are now the faithful few
Who tremble for the Ark of God.
And know what Israel ousht to do?

Lord, hear Thy people everywhere,
Who meet to mourn, confess, and pray;
The nation and Thy Churches spare,
And let Thy wrath be turned away.

"If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land" (z chronicles j:14).

The Lord speaks these words to His own people. It is we ourselves who are
called upon to humble ourselves, to pray, to seek His face, and turn from our
wicked ways. He is gracious. He will hear. He will forgive. He will heal.
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Heirs of God and
Co-Heirs with Christ

JOHN APPLEBY

"tf chitdren, then heirs; ,i,;:f"X"{;1fidloi"t-neirs with Christ,,

WHAT Do You rHINK the Roman believers made of that? Rome was a
dangerous place for christians to live. The emperor Nero was on the throne - a
nasty character who called himself "equal with God", and demanded that
everybody should offer incense in his name. How could Christians ever do that?
They could not meet in public for their worship, but must go to the catacombs
among the dead, and other secret places. How would anyone ever guess that they
were heirs of God? Alongside Paul, as he dictated this letter to Rome, sat Tertius
the scribe. I wonder if he paused, as he wrote these words "heirs of God" - and
looked across at Paul. You know what the entries in paul's diary read like, don't
you? "Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten
with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have
been in the deep; in journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in
perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in
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perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren"
(2 Corinthians ll:24-27). Tertius might well have thought to himself, Is this what
it means to be an heir of God? Some inheritance, that is - to be sure!

Paul appears to be in Corinth, when he composed this letter to Rome. And you
know what a muddle the Corinthian believers were in. Extravagant behaviour in
the Church - even immoral conduct, divisions in the Church as the members
disputed about their preachers; and snobbery, too, as the rich turned the Lord's
Supper into a feast, excluding the poor. Yet after struggling with all that, Paul
could still write, of Christians like them, that they are heirs of God! But how
would anyone know that? Obviously, it is not going to be easy to recognise those
who are God's heirs, is it? Wouldn't you have thought there ought to be some
obvious distinguishing mark, visible to all, to identify the heirs of God? Wouldn't
you have thought those called "heirs of God" would be able to sail through life on
the crest of a wave of success, which never failed? In the past it seems some
people did think heirs of God ought to have distinguishing marks, so their pictures
of Christians showed them with little plates of glory hovering over their heads.
But I see no halos in Churches today! So what does an heir of God look like?
More importantly, How can I know if I am one, seeing there is no dramatic,
visible evidence of the fact?

AN HEIR OF GOD

Let us spend a few moments to think about whether it is worthwhile to be an heir
of God. After all, if heirs of God have to battle their way through all the ups and
downs of life just like everyone else, is there any advantage? Indeed, it sometimes
seems there is more advantage in notbeing an heir of God! Remember what the
Psalmist said in Psalm 73: "For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the
prosperity of the wicked. For there are no bands in their death: but their strength
is firm. They are not in trouble as other men; neither are they plagued like other
men. . . . " This is what the wicked are like - always carefree, they increase in
wealth. Compare all that with the entries we found in Paul's diary, earlier! So how
is it better to be an heir of God? How is Paul better off than happy unbelievers the
Psalmist can see?

To be an heir of God is a remarkable privilege. Knowing what the Bible tells
us about God makes it clear we cannot make ourselves His heirs. He wouldn't be
God if we could insist that He make us His heirs. He would be weaker than
ourselves, if we could impose our will on Him. So, to be an heir of God implies
that He wants you as His heir, and has picked you out to have an inheritance from
Him. That has got to be a remarkable privilege, hasn't it?

Secondly: to be an heir of God puts you in an unchangeable relationship with
Him. It is not unknown for human benefactors to change their wills, disinheriting
former heirs. But if God has once made up His mind to have you as an heir, no
one can disinherit you. Since God does not change, when once He sets up a
relationship with anyone that too cannot change. Once an heir, always an heir!
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Thirdly: any inheritance which God gives is never going to lose its value. This
too is significant. We know in human affairs, inflation of costs and physical decay
can make any earthly inheritance steadily lose its value, but that, being related to
God it is a spiritual matter, eternal, and therefore incomrptible, never losing its
value - even if, in our experience, it becomes less real to us. So the practical value
of being an heir of God never gets less.

Then again; to be an heir of God must mean that our inheritance is secure. A
human will can be contested, and even overturned, so the original heir is the heir
no more. But if it is God Himself who has promised you an inheritance, then who,
in the whole wide world, can overturn that? o yes, God's intention to make you
His heir will be contested. Cold unbelief will attack it; unbelievers will challenge
it; the devil himself will throw doubt on it; but Paul is certain that God's purposes
cannot be overthrown, for, as he says at the end of this chapter: "Who shall lay
any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth" (8:33).

Lastly; we have to admit that just what it means to be an heir of God is beyond
our poor human grasp. So Paul helps us, by explaining that believers are "co-heirs
with christ". In other words, as believers , we share what Christ has inherited. As
the ascended God/Man He is in the Father's presence, resplendent with the glory
that he had before the world was. Those are His own words, you recall, recorded
in John 17. And that is the inheritance which believers share.

So just what does that mean? can you ever suppose that christ's own
inheritance is less than excellent? Then to be a co-heir with Him must be to have
an inheritance mind-blowing in its splendour! I suspect that is about as far as we
can get in trying to understand the wonder of our inheritance. We inherit His
glory, we inherit His kingdom! I think it important to make the point that the big
difference between ourselves as heirs of this indescribable gloiy, and Christ {s
heir, is in the different reasons for our jointly sharing such an inheritance. The
inheritance that He has, is by the merit of His nature, as the eternal Son of God;
we only enjoy that inheritance, as the adopted sons and daughters of God, by
God's gracious choice and gift. I doubt if it makes any sense for us to try to say
more than that.

surely we can trust the God who has already touched our lives in His
astounding grace to astonish us even more by the glory of our inheritance? "He
that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with
him also freely give us all things?" as Paul puts it in verse 32.The Bible describes \
the believer's inheritance in this way: "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them
that love him" (1 Corinthians 2:9).

Now we have obviously come a long way from wondering whether it is
worthwhile to be an heir of God. It comes to this: if you can accept what the Bible
tells us about being an heir of God, then, asking whether or not it is worthwhile
to be an heir becomes a silly question. Once you begin to think about this life from
what the Bible teaches about the next life, then all vour estimates of what is
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valuable and what is not will change radically. That was what the Psalmist
discovered, you remember. "when I thought to know this, it was too painful for
me; until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end (Psalm
73:16-17).

THE KNOWLEDGE OF BEING AN IIEIR

Assuming, like the Psalmist, we understand that it is worthwhile to be an heir of
God, there is a practical matter that comes up at once. How do I know if I am such
an heir? so far, in trying to describe an inheritance of glory which is beyond
description, we have been looking at rather academic, theological matters. But
there is nothing academic about this question - it is down-to-earth and personal.
Am I an heir, or not? well, Paul helps us to deal with this question in a plain and
practical way. If you look carefully from verses 14 to 17 you will notice four
important verbs - words which describe certain actions; those who are led (verse
l4); by Him we cry (verse l5); the Spirit testifies (verse 16); and we share His
sufferings (verse 17). So there are four easily identifiable actions which the heirs
of God will obviously know about, in their personal experience. Being led they
cry and are conscious of a testimony of the Spirit and they share in Christ's
sufferings. You cannot but know if this is happening in your experience!

Notice that I said, if this is happening to you. I did so deliberately, because each
of those four verbs Paul puts in the present tense. And the significance is that each
of those actions is going on continuously for they are habitual. It is not a case of
saying, "I was led once, ten years ago". It is not a case of saying, "I did cry out
to God two years ago". what Paul is talking about are not isolated experiences,
but continual ones, and this is important, for there is always the danger that when
someone asks us about our Christian experience we have to chase back down the
years in our memories to find something to talk about. Paul clearly shows, by
putting these verbs in the present, that a child and heir of God is a person who
knows continuous guidance, often crying to the Father, repeatedly aware of the
testimony of the spirit and regularly aware of sharing the sufferings of christ.

LED BYTIIE SPIRTT

Heirs of God are (verse l4) those the spirit of God leads. sowe ask, "what does
it feel like, in practical terms, to be continually led by the Spirit?" The needle of
a compass always swings round to point to the magnetic north; twist the compass
about how you will, its needle always swings back to indicate north. That is
because of the nature of the needle, drawn continually by the earth's magnetic
field. Just so, the mind of the believer is set on what the Spirit of Christ desires,
as Paul makes clear in earlier verses of this chapter. The heir of God has a
particular mind-set, a particular attitude which continually swings towards the
spiritual way of life in all circumstances. It is significant that verse l4 begins with
the word For or Because. In other words, led continually (verse 14) is what
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happens in verse 13. And verse 13 speaks of deliberately measuring and
controlling all our actions by a spiritual attitude of mind, so we live in a holy way;
that is how believers are led by the Spirit, and are obviously sons and heirs of
God. Being "led by the spirit" is not an isolated, exotic and dramatic experience
which suddenly sweeps us off our feet, but a steady and methodical looking at our
lives, shaping them according to spiritual values.

ADOPTION

Heirs of God have (verse 15) "received the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry,
Abba, Father".

The term "cry" which Paul uses here is a strong word. It has in it the idea of a
crying out arising from a strong inner sense of need. One subjective mark of heirs
of God is that they will know what it is to feel in their hearts a longing to taste
more often the reality of their relationship with their heavenly Father. Have you
never turned away from hearing the news, or watching the television and then felt,
rising within you, a sense of relief at realising there is something about the
fellowship of other believers which is so much more to your comfortl Have you
never picked up your Bible and found some truth there which seemed so much
more to your taste, than all the words and ways of unbelievers around you? Have
you never thought about the loveliness of the life and words of Jesus, and found
there something which seemed exactly the precious life you would love to have
in you, rather than the life of the great ones of this world? These things are all
marks of adoption into the family of God!They are the evidences of God-'s family
life, crying out through your spirit, "Abba, my Father". And I suggest you wiil
have this experience of longing again and again, as the crude ungodliness of this
world buffets you - an heir of God.

THE SPIRIT'S TESTIMONY

The heir of God has also (verse 16) the Spirit testifulng to him or her that they are
God's children. In verse l5 we were looking at the witness of our own human
spirits, which find a joy in calling out to the heavenly Father. But now there is
more; for alongside the evidence of our own spirits, there is what paul calls ..the
testimony of the Holy Spirit" also. I do not think the Spirit speaks to us in these
precise words, saying, "You are a child of God". paul does not say the Spirit
witnesses to our spirits, but with them. The testimony of the Spirit is growth
of the fruit of the Spirit in our thoughts and actions - "love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance"- (Gaiatians
5:22).  Since that f rui t  does not come automatical ly,  but involves us discipl in ing
ourselves to nurture that growth, then where there is fruit, it is the Spirit
witnessing with our spirits that we are the children of God.
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SHARING IN CHRIST'S SUFFERINGS

There is one more thing which belongs to their heirs of God - and it may at first
glance seem strange and even surprising for the heirs of God - to share in Christ's
sufferings (verse l7). So how do we share Christ's sufferings? Surely He did all that
was necessary to atone for the guilt of our sins, by His perfect life and sacrificial
death. We can share nothing of that. "There was no other good enough to pay the
price of sin; He only could unlock the gate of heaven and let us in." On several
occasions, Paul speaks of believers suffering for Christ's sake, as being a part of the
total quota of sufferings necessary for the complete outworking of God's purposes
of redemption. You find Paul making statements like this: "Who now rejoice in my
sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my
flesh for his body's sake, which is the church" (Colossians l:24).It is as though, as
well as the unique redemptive sufferings of Christ, there are further sufferings
involved in the practical business of setting up His kingdom on earth. And when
believers endure those sufferings, as the body of Christ on earth, then, in that way,
they are sharing the sufferings of Christ. Christ, the Head, and the Church, His body,
share together in the cost of bringing the kingdom life on earth.

So the wheel has come full circle! Now we can understand those entries in
Paul's diary which we read earlier - the beating, the stoning, and the unjust
persecutions as the price for setting up the kingdom of heaven on earth. Those
sufferings do not mean he was not an heir of God; rather the reverse - they prove
that he was! If he was not an heir of God he would not have suffered so - the
world would have happily accepted him as one of themselves. There will be
times, perhaps more often than you like, when, as an heir of God, unbelievers
around you cause distress. There will be times when, at the bedside of the sick or
at the grave of loved ones, you will grieve at the effects of sin in the world. There
will be times when it hurts you to hear the name of the Christ you love, used in
blasphemous ways. And it may even be that you will suffer persecution for your
faith. These are all ways of suffering as an heir of God. They are part of setting
up the kingdom of God in this world.

THE PRECIOUS INHERITANCE

Paul then (verse l8) returns to the inheritance the heirs of God are to receive. "For
I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us." Paul is doing an audit of accounts.
On the one side he puts the weight of the sufferings for Christ's sake in this
present, temporary age; on the other side he puts the weight of the glory of the
everlasting age to come. "See there!" he says (and he knows what he is talking
about when it comes to suffering), "there is no comparison between the two." So,
when you think what many Christians have suffered, the inheritance must be
pretty terrific not even to be worth comparing with such sorrows, don't you think?
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I am intrigued by the last two words in that sentence: "the glory to be revealed
in us." This glory we inherit - the glory which christ now has - is not merely to
be revealed to us: we are not there standing around as simple spectators of a great
sight. It is to be revealed in us. Even if you know you are an heir of God now, it
will sometimes astonish you, and troubled by what you find in yourself you will
be forced to ask yourself "whatever made me do that?". But then, o then, you will
search every part of your personality and discover nothing but glory everywhere,
in you! can you believe that? It is important - for if God has made you one of His
heirs, then the more you believe it, the more you will want to live like one,
whatever it costs.

Thoughts on Revelati on 7 zl4-15
AUGUSTUS M. TOPLADY (1740-17]81

One-time Editor of the Gospel Magazine

"These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their
robes, and made them white in the blood of the lnmb. Therefore are

they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple"

THE SCRIPTURE particularly sets forth these three things: l. what we are by
nature; 2. what we must be made by grace; and 3. what those, who are possessed
of grace, shall be in glory.

John had a blessed vision of the latter, of the glory of the saints in light, and of
the delightful employ in which the spirits of just men made perfecr are engaged.
Their number exceeded the utmost arithmetic of angels and men; yet are tfiey all
minutely numbered by that omniscient Being, who wrote their names in His book,
and whose praise they celebrate in ceaseless songs of adoration, harmony and
love. They stand before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white
robes, and palms of immortal victory in their hands.

Do we ask, "who are these that are arrayed in white robes? and whence came
they?" A heavenly intelligence will inform us. pause then, my soul, a moment.
Fix thy meditation on the solemnly delightful subject; and may it have a happy
tendency to raise thy affections to things above.

I. They came out of great tribulation. The words signify very grievous
oppression, affliction and trouble of every kind. The distresses of God's people
are various, and flow from a vast multiplicity of sources. They are tried 

-by 
ihe

world outwardly, and inwardly by their own coruptions. A believing man's
greatest foes are often those of his own house, and, especially, the many evils that
are in his own heart. How pathetically did paul complain of the body of sin and
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death which he carried about him, and how deeply did he groan, being burdened!
The Christian is frequently, like Gideon's men, faint, yet pursuing. God is pleased
sometimes to hide His face; then are the souls of His people cast down and
disquieted within them. But a great (perhaps the greater) part of their trouble and
distress arises from a consciousness of their own barrenness, ingratitude and want
of fervour in their Redeemer's service; although -

2. They are enabled to wash their robes, and make them white in the blood of
the Lamb. By their robes, I presume, we are not here to understand the robe of
imputed righteousness, in which they are justified, and stand perfect before God;
for that robe does not need washing, being no less than the complete obedience of
God incarnate. Their own best duties, services and religious performances, of any
and of every kind, were the robes in which they visibly appeared before men, and
by which their faith was made manifest to the world. For though good works do
not procure (so far from it, they have no share in procuring) a believer's
justification in the sight of God, yet they follow after the grace of Christ, and are
pleasing to God and profitable to men. So just is that remark of Austin: Bona
opera non faciunt justum, sed justificatus facit bona opera ["good works do not
make just, but the just man makes good works"]. This is also agreeable to Peter's
strain of arguing (1 Peter 2:12).

Moreover, the blood of the Lamb, in which the righteous wash their robes, is
and must be a very different thing from the robes themselves. May not this be the
simple meaning? "True believers, after all they do and suffer, trust not in their
doings and sufferings, either in whole or in part, but in the atonement made by
Immanuel's blood, and in that work of vicarious righteousness, which Immanuel
accomplished by His obedience unto death."

3. Their bliss and exaltation are described in these charming words:
"Therefore are they before the throne of God." Not because they came out of
great tribulation; but because they and their robes were washed and made white
in the blood of the Lamb. Being freely interested in Jesus, they are saved by grace;
and the God of grace has all the glory.

Mr. ALVIN G. SKELTON

IT IS with much regret that we record the death of one of our Trustees,
Mr. Alvin Gordon Skelton, on 2 | st April 1999. Alvin had been a Trustee of
the Gospel Magazine for some years and had the interest of the Magazine
very much at heart. His wise counsel and faithful support will be greatly
missed. He was one who loved and served the Lord in a self-effacing way.

We send our loving sympathy to his wife Dorothy and the family in their
sad loss. May they know the Lord's presence and comfort at this time.
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The Secret Roots
DUDLEY J. BRADSHAW (Brooke, Norwich)

"Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Inrd, and whose hope the Lord is. ti
For he shall be as a tee planted by the waters, and that spreadeth

out her roots by the rive4 and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall
be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease

,;.. :..: from yielding fruit" (Jeremiah 17:7-8)

THls VERSE, though found in the old restament, is neverthel"r, u u"uutltui
picture of the true christian, and it shows the total security - indeed the
impregnability - of the true Christian. It is a picture drawn from nature in the
climate of the Middle East, and shows as a tree which is virtually indestructible.

The worst that can happen in that climate consists of extremes - the extreme of
drought, which, of course, destroys all life, and the extreme of burning heat,
which withers all life and dries it up. During the worst that can happen in this
climate, therefore, this tree remains vibrantly alive, bearing green leaves and fruit
when all around is barren. And the reason? The roots of the tree are spread
underground out of sight, drawing their nourishment from hidden, secret, and
unfailing waters.

Hold that picture in your mind's eye as we proceed, for it is a divinely inspired
likeness of the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. Is it a
picture of you? Are you one who truly trusts and hopes in God? And in God
alone? If so, you are spiritually indestructible - totally secure. Burning heat may
come, spiritual drought may wither all around you, but you will remain beautiful
and fruitful because your roots go down deep into the living God Himself.

See, too, the context from which this picture is drawn. It is set in a prophecy of
coming captivity for the nation of Judah. Defeat in battle, deportment into slavery,
misery, and despair surround the picture, brought about by the anger of God
against the sin of the nation. Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon was to invade,lay siege
to Jerusalem, pillage and burn the city, destroy the temple of God, and carry away
the people into a foreign land as slaves. And all this because they had tumed their
hearts from their God, and trusted in man.

And God told them plainly that when these things canie to pass, those who
trusted in man were cursed. They would be like the rootless heath in the desert -
parched, withered up, dried, and dead. But those who truly trusted in Him would
not only survive these awful things, but actually flourish amidst them. Not only
would they be unharmed, but actually prosperoas in the circumstances.
Historically we see the proof of this in the lives of men like Daniel, Shadrach.
Meshach and Abednego - men who prospered and flourished and shone for God's
glory in the land of their captivity. They could be transplanted from their native
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soil physically, but they could not be transplanted spiritually from those roots
which went down deep into the eternal God Himself.

Thus the message of the text is one of inexhaustible comfort for all the people
of God in every age. Wars may come, persecutions may flame, trials of every sort
and size may threaten - spiritual trials, providential trials, personal trials - times
of spiritual drought and times of burning heat, but the true people of God not only
remain secure, but continue beautiful and fruitful because of those roots which go
down deep into the living God. Such is the picture in broad outline. Now let us
look at it in more detail.

Let us see in the first place what it really means to tust and hope in God. The
word trust, especially in its Hebrew emphasis, means to have confidence in, or,
better still, to lean upon. To trust in God is to lean upon Him - to rest our
confidence in all its weight upon Him. It therefore means to have no confidence,
strength, or trust in ourselves. We do not normally lean on someone while we are
able to stand on our own feet. But to trust in God means more than that. It means
to lean on Him as He has revealed Himself in the Scriptures. Many today have a
kind of trust in a kind of god, but it is all very vague, and much of it is both an
illusion and a delusion. A great deal of such "trust" is purely human imagination,
and a "god" whom we have created in our imagination is just as much an idol as
one made of wood or stone. If we are to know real security we must lean on the
only real God, and that means the God who has revealed Himself in the Bible -
the Holy One, the Creator and Sustainer of all, the sin-hating God who cannot
look upon iniquity or have fellowship with sin.

But how can we who are sinners lean in trust upon a God who hates sin and
must punish it? Here we come to the very heart of the matter, for if we are to trust
in or lean upon this God, it can only be upon His terms. And His terms are that
our first and foremost need is to obtain His gracious and loving pardon for our
sins. There can be no trust in God, no hope in Him, and no leaning upon Him,
until we find that pardon, and the barrier created by our sin has been removed.
And throughout the Bible it is plainly revealed that the only way of finding pardon
from God is through the shedding of sacrificial blood for sin. For Israel in
Jeremiah's time it was the shedding of the blood of innocent animals as a
substitute for guilty sinners on the God-given altars of Israel. For us today, we
cannot be too often reminded that the only way of pardon is through faith in the
blood of the Lamb of God, whose death on Calvary made a real, once and for all
atonement for sin, whereas those animal sacrifices were only symbolic. "[Christ
Jesusl whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation [or covering] through faith in
his blood" (Romans 3:25).

So at the very centre of this question of trust in God stands the Cross of Christ.
God will not deal with us in mercy, will not accept us, forgive us, pardon or justify
us except as we come to the Cross, and humbly trust ourselves to Jesus, and His
redeeming blood. And this not just in words or intellectual theology, but in the
living experience of our inmost souls. It is the greatest blessing we can ever know,
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to be utterly emptied of all trust in ourselves, and brought to see that we are
nothing but lost and helpless sinners whose only hope lies in the pardoning blood
of the eternal Son of God.

Can you personally, from the experience of your inmost soul, sing Toplady's
lines: 

"Nothing in my hand I bring

i,ft:[ fiIY fi:';,T'l?:;..
f;ll5? ';:-,i:frl,T ror grace
Wash me, Saviour, or I die."

It is only then that we come to any real trustin God. Not a vague hope. but a
real and definite experience, and until we are brought by God's grace to this point
we are not trusting in God at all, but merely indulging in self-deception and vain
hope. And vain hope is surely of all things one oflhe most terrible. "If therefore
the light that is in thee be darkness," said Jesus, "how great is that darkness!"

But real trusting in God leads to a true hope - not a vain one, for it springs from
the work of God who cannot lie. what is hope? It is to look forward with
expectancy to something we cannot yet prove in our experience. And the man
who has been truly brought to trust in God through the cross of Jesus has this
glorious and certain hope that God will be as good as His word. such a man
has a sure hope that the God in whom he trusts will take care of him, preserve
him, guide him, guard him, and bring him at last, made perfect in christ's
likeness, to eternal glory to be for ever with the Lord. The Lord Himself is the
hope of such a man.

so trust leans back in total self-abandonment upon God, and rests its whole
weight upon Him and His promises, while hope looks forward in joyful certainty
and glorious expectation to being with Him for ever.

Is that a picture of you? Have you been brought by His grace to cease from c//
hope and all confidence in yourself? This is where God brings His people by the
work of His Spirit in their hearts. It is an emptying work, and the steps on the road
to it are often painful and distressing, as I have proved in my own experience. God
strips away from us all false confidence, chases us out of every "refuge of lies",
and removes from us every other prop, until we know ourselves to be poor, and
blind, and naked, and helpless, and we cast ourselves in that helplessness upon \
Him in Christ for everything.

God works in His people spiritually until they lean their whole weight on Him
because there is nowhere else to lean. And though the road to this experience is
painful, God's purposes in thus dealing with us are full of love and grace, for only
thus are we really emptied of self and brought to this trust in Him of which our
text speaks.

John Newton's experience, to some degree, finds its echo in the heart of every
true child of God.



138 The Gospel Magazine

'1I asked the Lotd that I might grow in wisdom, love and every grace, .
: Might more of His salvation know, and seek more earnestly His fu*, 

:;:]
r. i I thought that in some favoured hour at once He'd answer my request,

And, by His love's constraining power, subdue my sins and give me rest.

Instead of this, He made me feel the hidden evil of my heart,
And bade the angry powers of hell assault my soul in every part.

Yea, more, with His own hand He seemed to aggravate my woe,
Crossed all the fair designs I schemed; blasted my gourds and laid me low.

'Lord, why is this?'I trembling cried. 'Wilt Thou pursue Thy worm to death?'
'Tis in this way,' the Lord replied, 'I answer prayer for grace and faith."

' 'These inward trials I employ, from self and pride to set thee free, r''l'-'i;

::: And break thy schemes of earthly joy that those mayest seek thy all in Me.'

{r i:r:l

: Do you find yourself like that today? Utterly empty in yourself but leaning only
on God? It is a state full of blessing - may we all be brought to it! ,.

Let us see in the second place what God's Word says about all such, and turn
again to this beautiful picture of the living tree. They are like trees planted. Now
the planting of a tree is a very deliberate work of the master gardener. Some trees
may be self-seeding, but not the one in our text - it speaks of one deliberately
planted. Those who truly trust in God are like trees He has personally planted. All
true christianity begins here - with God deliberately and in sovereign grace
beginning His work in the human heart. He plants His grace there. No other
religion will stand in the coming day of judgment. Jesus Himself said: "Every
plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up." But if we
are truly trusting God, it is because He has been at work in us - it is Hls doing,
not ours. And if God has begun His work of grace in your heart, He will not leave
it untended or unfinished. God does not plant His trees and then go away and
leave them - He cares for the work of His own hands - He tends His work, cares
for it, prunes it, protects it, and feeds it. And that is what He will do for every one
who has been brought truly to trust Him. You, christian believer, are like a tree
He has planted, and He will watch over you, keep you, nurture and feed you, and
cause you to grow and bring forth fruit spintually.

In the third place, notice where these trees are planted - "by the waters". water
is the great need of a tree, and God does not plant His trees in a barren desert,
where nothing can grow, but by the waters, where there is life and nourishment
for them. What are these waters? I believe they refer to the Holy Scriptures, which
speaks to us of Him, and His grace and mercy in Christ Jesus. These are the living
waters which God provides for the nourishment, growth and development of His
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people. They cannot live without the Bible. As the underground water is to the
tree, so is God's Word to His trusting people. There they find encouragement,
warning, rebuke, comfort, strength, healing, light and truth - indeed the Scriptures
are to them as Joseph Hart says:

An unctuous light to all that's right.
A bar to all that's wrong."

Above all they lead continuously to Jesus Christ, "in whom are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge". This is where God plants His people - by
the living waters of His Holy Word. Trusting believer, do you love the Scriptures?
Praise God for them - read them, meditate on them, pray over them, saturate
yourselves in them and hide them in your heart. I confess that I could not live
without my Bible * without these living waters the spiritual life cannot survive.
But God in grace has given them to us - we are planted deep beside these waters.

In the fourth place, trusting believers do something with these waters. And here
is a true picture of the genuine Christian life. It is a life of intense activity - let us
never give the impression that personal spiritual life is easy or dull! when a man
is really planted by God something happens in his inmost soul. His religion
becomes the biggest thing in his life, and the activity is unceasing . But it is secret
activity.It goes on deep within his soul - others cannot see it. This is perhaps the
greatest difference between those who merely think they are Christians, and those
who really are Christians. The true, thriving spiritual life - that life of God's own
planting - is deep, powerful, unending, growing, active, deep within the soul. But
it is hidden and secret.

Consider again the tree. There it stands - and often it does not seem to be doing
much. But look under the soil! There, underground and in secret, the activity is
staggering. Those roots! My wife and I have recently been digging up some small
tree roots in our garden, and it has been incredibly hard work. The roots go down
deep. Some are big roots - thick and heavy. From these come smaller roots in
every direction. Then smaller roots and smaller stil l, spreading out in every
direction - a series of tiny tentacles finer than a human hair.

What are they doing? They are spreading out seeking the water and nourish-
ment the tree needs for growth, beauty and fruitfulness. Day and night, week in
and week out, summer and winter, year after year, this secret work goes on \
unceasingly as they seek for and find the nourishment of these hidden waters
and turn it into food for the tree. They explore the soil, penetrating ever further in
their quest - always getting sufficient, but never reaching the point where they
need no more.

This is God's own picture of the man who truly trusts in Him. "He shall be as
a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river." Such a
man is all the time exploring, in the inner recesses of his soul, the truth of God.
His spiritual roots are always searching, seeking, thirsting, for more of God.They
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penetrate even further into every nook and cranny of the living waters of God's
Word seeking spiritual nourishment. They find some big truths, some smaller
truths - they find sufficient to keep the tree alive, but they never find too much -
always they are seeking more. In reading, in prayer, in meditation, and in the
exercises of his soul, the true Christian never ceases to spread his spiritual roots
deep into the living God Himself. And all this is out of sight!

We live in an age when Christianity is often measured by outward activity
alone. And if professing Christians are not always active in noise and bustle and
outward forms of Christian service, they are often judged as being poor
Christians. Let us never judge a fellow Christian by his or her level of outward
activity, but let us rather search our own hearts and ask, "What are my roots
doing? Are they penetrating even deeper into God Himself, or is my activity all
on the surface?" Mary, who didn't seem to be doing much, was drinking in the
words of Jesus and "she hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away
from her."

God forbid that I should discourage outward forms of Christian service - I
spend a lot of time personally this way every week. But I do want to stress that
the greatest and most important part of Christianity lies out of sight, and I believe
that the Church of today needs more than anything else men and women whose
roots live deep in God.

Now is this picture of the living tree a picture of you? It is, if you are a true
Christian - God's own Word says so. So let me come to my final point, which
must of necessity be brief.

Such a tree is indestructible! In the most burning heat her leaves remain green.
In the most terrible drought she still bears fruit. You, trusting believer, are like
that. It is God's own picture of you. Be comforted and strengthened by this
precious promise, and fear not. The sun bears down upon this tree but she keeps
cool because her waters rise through those deep roots. The rain ceases to fall and
the drought comes, but she continues to be beautiful and fruitful because her
nourishment is drawn from those hidden springs. Even so you, if you are trusting
the Lord as we have seen, will remain living, beautiful and fruitful whatever
befalls, because the whole source of your spiritual life remains deep in God
Himself. Again, I quote John Newton, who sums it up perfectly when he says:
"Your life is hid with Christ in God, beyond the reach of harm."

There will come to you times of difficulty and trial - of temptation and stress.
Times of outward trouble and inward perplexity and fear. Times of intense
spiritual drought when you feel as if you cannot find the Lord or feel His presence
near. Times of burning heat - of Satanic assault - of inward temptations so violent
that you wonder where it will all end. Believe me when I tell you that I speak not
only from the Word of God, but from the very depths of my own recent
experience. God alone knows the viciousness and violence of His people's inward
trials, because they are often so personal that we cannot share them with anyone
on earth.
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But I bring you today, as Paul said, the comfort wherewith I have been
personally comforted by God, and that comfort lies in our text. I bear testimony
that this promise is true, for I have proved it. with joy I set my seal to it. Trusting
believer, you are secure, you are safe, for the source of your ultimate triumph over
all these things lies deep in God Himself, who is the source of your eternal life.
May you prove it for yourself.

- a -

Only One Way
K. MORGAN CRANE

THE RELIGIONS devised by man all tend to assume that humankind is able to
please or appease the deity whom they worship, and that their deity grants
personal favours and requests in return for some gift or promise of service on the
part of the devotee.

Foolishly some who desire to embrace Christianity imagine that it is perfectly
possible to secure God's approval and blessing through the offering of a gift or the
promise of devotion, in a similar way to those who follow some other faith.
consequently the gift of salvation is seen by some as being achievable through
the resolute efforts of an individual, even though such a view is contrary to Holy
Scripture, and where sin is clearly delineated aJcompletely cutting sinfuimen ani
women off from the spiritual benefits of God's love, and thereby negating any
perceived human merit or achievement as a means of earning favour with the
Almighty Father.

Men and women resent the scriptural ethos that they are unworthy in the sight
of God, and particularly object to the idea that no matter what effort they make it
is impossible to earn favour or gain merit with God. Human self-esteem and
conceit effectively keeps many from the realisation that confession of sin and
repentance, with full and unmitigated trust in the redemptive work of Christ Jesus
is the only way of truly pleasing God and benefiting from all His gracious mercy
and compassion.

In the days in which we live the truth that Jesus christ is the only way to God
is unpopular because men and women imagine they can accomplish anything they
set their minds to. In New Testament times many found the Christian Gospel to
be foolishness, and some found the means of man's redemption to be a stumbling-
block; however, the truth proclaimed then remains the same - Jesus Christ is the
only way to God.
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Book Reviews

Truth for All Time (a brief outline of the Christian Faith). John Calvin.
The Banner of Thuth T[ust. pp.77. 82.95.
This "small but priceless jewel" (to quote the translator) is Calvin's own r6sum6
of his Institutes of the Christian Religion. This book, first published in French
during the winter of 1536-37, by the 29-year-old Calvin, was replaced in 1542by
the Reformer's catechism. Calvin's Brief Outline has appeared in English only
once before in 1949. This new translation is the work of Stuart Olyott, lecturer at
the Evangelical Theological College of Wales, and a former Baptist pastor in
Lausanne (Switzerland) and Liverpool.

Calvin divides his material into six parts: Knowing God and Ourselves, the
Law, Faith, Prayer, the Sacraments and Order in Church and State. His treatment
of the Ten Commandments, the Apostles' Creed, and the Lord's Prayer, though
brief, are useful and may well prompt further study. The longest section is on
faith, in which Calvin deals with the source (election), evidence (repentance and
new birth), outcome (good deeds) and object (Christ) of faith. How does he define
faith? As "a firm and solid assurance of the heart, by which we cling securely to
the mercy of God which is promised to us through the Gospel". i

Today theologians debate the place of God's Law in the life of the believbr. For
Calvin the Law was "a guiding lamp to keep us from leaving the right road. It is
the wisdom which trains us, instructs us and encourages us to become upright."
The Law is the Christian's rule of obedience. Another doctrine under attack now
is eternal punishment. Again, Calvin's views are clear. Those who reject Christ
are "condemned to perpetual darkness and eternal sufferings . . . burned by a fire
which shall never be quenched".

Here is a book to read alongside the Bible that will teach the mind and warm
the heart. ,j:.:i. S.K.E.

Old Paths. J. C. Ryle. The Banner of Thuth Thust. pp.52l. f5.95.

We are delighted to see this reprint of Old Paths, a book which, like all Bishop
Ryle's writings, has stood the test of time. I was glad to obtain a copy,
secondhand, in my student days and have frequently consulted it over the years.
Here, as Ryle says in his introduction, is "simple, unadulterated, old fashioned,
evangelical theology".

The book is subtitled "Being plain statements on some of the weightier matters
of Christianity" and deals with some nineteen subjects including Forgiveness,
Faith, Justification, Conversion and Repentance. Ryle says: "The immense
importance of Inspiration in this day and the extraordinary neglect into which
Election and Perseverance have fallen are my reasons for includins these
three papers."
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The price of the book is modest indeed, the contents of inestimable worth. We
warmly commend it and trust that many will avail themselves of a copy. M.H.

God's way Not ours: sermons on Isaiah l:I-r8. D. M. Lloyd-Jones. The
Banner of Tiuth Ttust. pp. 156 paperback. S4.gS.
At one time both evangelistic and expository, this latest offering from the legacy
of Dr. Lloyd-Jones has its place beside his old Testament sermonr and his New
Testament series.

The patience with which he gathers his arguments displays a succinctness of
thought which is quite sublime. The text is opened up in a manner most thorough.
A must for students of the Word of God to read and re-read for its majestic methid
and its concise, yet substantial, content. 

C.B.H.

unanswered PrayerrG. D. Buss. Gosper standard rlust publications. pp.60
(with appendix). S2.50.

"Prayer is the offering up of our desires unto God, for things agreeable to His will,
in the name of Christ, with confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledsement
of His mercies" (Shorter Catechism).

For those acquainted with the Reformed Baptists, the style will be familiar,
thoroughly scriptural and uncompromising. The first section deals with why
prayer is answered, the second with why some prayers seem to remain
unanswered. The author stresses the fact that Christ indited prayer will always
receive a positive answer. Prayer "in the Spirit" will be honoured by the God bf
Elijah. A most encouraging little treatise.

J.C.B.

My Heart in His Hands. Sharon James. Evangelical press. pp.237.f6.9S.
Most of us have read books on Judson of Burma but few about his wife, Ann, who
went with Adoniram from Bradford, uSA, and between them founded a
missionary society. Burma, now known as Myanmor, is one of the more fruitful
missionary spheres of the Baptist Churches of America, but at what cost in the
lives oftheir two pioneers! I have seldom read ofgreater courage and heroism by
a young couple. The Judsons were originally sponsored by Congregationalists but
later became confirmed Baptists.

The author of this book, Sharon James (cambridge university and Heritage
Baptist college, ontario), has produced, from the memoir and letters of Ann
Judson, a most vivid account of imprisonment during war in Burma; tales of
physical weakness; loss of young children; and expbsure to the most harsh
conditions in a time of constant strain.

In spite of enumerable difficulties, the Judsons mastered the language of the
people they ministered to and, in time, the old and New Testamenrs were
translated by them and produced in printed form.



144 The Gospel Magazine

Ann died when only 37 but not before seeing fruit for her labours, following
years of sowing the Seed in hard and stony ground.

This is one of the most moving missionary stories I have read. J.C.

If a Name Means Anything. David Winter. pp. 152. S5.95 from Moulsham
Mill, Parkway Chelmsford CM2 7PX.

The writer has produced a fascinating book on a dictionary of Christian names.
The Rev. Jim Graham in the foreword tells of a man doing a censure-survey in
one of the highly populated run-down districts of a northern city. He knocked on
the door in a dark, bleak, soul-less tenement building. A woman responded. He
asked her how many people lived in that one apartment. "Well," she said, "there's
Willie and Tom and Margaret and Hughie and Tina and Bella . . . " The census
man intemrpted: "Misses," he said, "I'm not interested in names, I'm only
interested in numbers!" "Well," she said, "they may be only numbers to you, but
they're names to me!" and continued to name her family. Names personalise.
They express hope, relationship, love.

In the gospels we find Jesus beginning with a company or a crowd and before
the end of the incident He is relating to only one person. Individuals matter to
God, and names individualise us.

David Winter has put a great deal of research into his book, and there is a
wealth of knowledge in the alphabetically arranged names - some familiar, others
less known. J.C.
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