
The Gospel Magazine r09

THE GOSPELMAGAZINE
Editor

EDWARD MALCOLM
15 Bridge Street '  Knighton'Powys'LD7 1BT

edward@revmalcolm.freeserve.co.uk

Incorporating the Protestant Beacon and The British Protestant

New Series

No.  1619
JULY -AUGUST 2OO1

Old Series
N o . 2 6 1 9

Editorial
Abram and Lot

NO ONE who reads the story of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, but notes
that there are characteristics in common, like the leaving of their homelands,
opposition of relatives, and the temptation to go Egypt-ward out of the land of
promise and there to live a lie. There are other characteristics shared by some:
attempted seductions, barren wives who quarrel, younger sons who inherit the
blessing, and brides met at wells. Further, children are promised, as is the land
and God's blessing, which Gentiles acknowledge. All are buried in the cave
at Machpelah.

The repetitions in Scripture are emphatic and deliberate. There is a choosing
out of certain facts to lay before us. God means us to note certain matters because
they concern us, or will one day. Human propensities do not change, and neither
does God, nor His Word. See all this, yet see that there is development from
generation to generation. How sophisticated the family becomes. Such families,
one notes, stil l behave just as they always did, the veneer of cultural advance
changing nothing, except that the further they get from the ancestor who truly
walked with God, the worse they behave. God "retires" as civilization advances.
God speaks and comes personally to humble, tented Abraham, calling him "my

friend"; less directly to Jacob; whilst only by the mediated blessing of his rough
old father, to polished Joseph.

The other factor in common in the history of the chosen family is contention.
Husbands and wives favour different sons; brothers strive, starting with Lot going
his own way to the extreme edge of God's promised land, and ending with
brethren selline their brother into slavery. "A brother offended is harder to be
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won than a strong city: and their contentions are like the bars of a castle" - see
Jacob and Esau.

Surely, like begets like, and [,ot's action influences the generations yet to come.
Surely, what one does, is increasingly visited on the family in the wisdom of God.
It grows and grows, to the eventual ruin of Judah and Israel in Rehoboam. Genesis
is the book of bitter beginnings, a letting of the genii out of the bottle.

Yet two of the wronged parties, Abram and Joseph, forgive, and God chooses
their company, preferring both as types of the supremely forgiving Christ-to-
come. Blessing lies in the barren hills with God, where the covenant is renewed,
leading to the perfect covenant in Christ long years later. And in the dungeon in
Egypt, where forgiving Joseph, his reputation sullied, points far ahead to another
Joseph, apparently wronged by Mary, faced with a choice. He must either "make

her a public example", or leave people to believe he is the hard-hearted father of
the child unborn and to "put her away privily". It is then that the angel of the Lord
appears to Joseph, and the full healing of God's Christ comes into our world,
breaking down the middle wall of partition. Reputation isn't worth defending.

May this genesis of love in Abram be our spiritual inheritance.

- a -

Aged Daniel's Numbers
THE EDITOR

"Blessed is he that waiteth" (Daniel 12:12)

DANIEL is perhaps ninety years old, yet intact in wisdom, wonderfully holy and
mature. He has lived through terrible troubles, and been shown in vision worse
evils than even he has experienced lying ahead. His people, far from returning to
sit every man under his fig tree and under his vine in Jerusalem and Judah, are to
face every sort of trouble. Their future is so dark that Daniel feels physically
sick for them after each vision. The worst vision is the last in the eleventh
chapter, with its forces of evil from North and South invading his people and the
abomination of desolation wiping out God's truth. It wrings from his heart an
admission and a question.

I believe many older Christians, contemplating their own children, whether by
faith or by blood, tremble. They see ahead only the abomination of desolation
standing where it ought not. Listen to God's answer to all whose hearts tremble
for the ark of God, every Abram who at night sits watching the smoking furnace
passes between the pieces of the carcasses, oppressed by an horror of a great
darkness. Do you not hear the Word? "Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a
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stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict
them four hundred years. . . . And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace. . . . But in
the fourth generation they shall come hither again."

Daniel's admission, with emphasis on the first word is, "I heard, but I
understood not". With every fibre of his being he has heard the word. He means
that he finds the words easy, but the content of them a complete enigma. That is
our admission too! I once read that George Mtiller told Spurgeon that he liked to
read his Bible though time after time, and he liked especially reading those parts
that he could not understand. You think that odd? But Muller said it is like a little
lad who loves to be with his father and as the father talks, he does not really
understand. However, as the days go by, the meaningless words and ideas begin
to take shape. Thus he learns much, which he would not have learned if he had
run off.

The words Daniel heard were truly obscure, wonyingly so. Wisely, Daniel
restricts his enquiry to just one thing. He has received many dark statements:
kings from north and south battling, intriguing, being politically correct whilst
lying through their teeth, and trampling over the Glorious land, God's people, and
bitterest of all, their gods defeating God's truth. He asks but one thing, "O my
Lord, what shall be the end of these things?".

Christian, let this be your one question as your heart feels sick for the future.
The great Queen Elizabeth returned the Spanish king "an answer answerless".
And by persisting in that she saved this nation. God replies, "Go thy way, Daniel".
The question was an urgent one, and God had raised it in his servant. So God has
raised many questions in your heart to trouble you. Yet all the reply He vouchsafes
to you is "Go your way, leave the matter alone!".

God refuses to answer for His Sovereign ways, but He reasons. Yes, God
reasons with us, answerless. It is that the words of the vision are "closed up",
meaning not only to Daniel, but that they are secure from destruction. The Word
of God is preserved, man cannot destroy it, even though rulers have tried from
time immemorial. And "sealed till the time of the end" like as if put into a library
where its words will be available in the future, exactly when needed.

God's silence is to deny curiosity, but to be practical and useful, revealing that
"Many shall be purified and made white and tried". Holiness, purity and burning
up of our dross, is the meaning of the words as far as we are concerned. He adds,
"but none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand". Through
troubles ahead, this is my object says the Lord, to separate between my holy people
and the wicked. Ask no more, Daniel, for I will say no more in plain words.

Our Lord Jesus never spoke without parables, so as to keep out those who
should not understand, whilst revealing simple truths to those God intended to
teach. Now from this chapter of Daniel especially our Lord drew His words when
sitting opposite the temple speaking of things to come in Matthew 24.The words
here are.hidden in meaning, "but the wise shall understand". Come, take courage
and use vour reason as God directs.
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One man said of the numbers of "a thousand, two hundred and ninety days",
and "the thousand, three hundred and five and thirty days", that the last
"leaves everyone guessing". Many explanations are offered. We shall have to
wait until the end, after the fulfilment, to understand perfectly. But without
guesswork, the meaning is plain and simple now - "Blessed is he that waiteth".
Grasp that, and the numbers are understood as one, the 45-day difference only
reinforcing the message.

There are various meanings possible, all of which point to this simple meaning.
Each of these have the merit that they approximate to a fulfilment.

One fulfilment possible is the wicked Antiochus Epiphanes who is connected
in Daniel 11:31 to "the abomination that maketh desolate". He overcame the Jews
and sacrificed a pig on God's altar and persecuted the holy people amongst the
Jews, until overthrown by Judas Maccabbeus who cleansed the temple and
reinstated the daily sacrifice. The triumphing of that wicked was approximately
the same as "a time, times and an half' of 12:7 which is in turn taken as the same
as half the last "week" (literally "seven") of the seventy sevens of 7:26.In other
words, half of the perfect number seven. However, this calculation leaves 30 days
spare. Ald is based on the unprovable presumption that one time + two times +
half a time equals three and a half days. They then bring in the "two thousand
three hundred days" (literally "evening mornings") of 8:13. By taking each day as
one evening-morning, in other words dividing by two, they arrive at 1,150 days.
This is approximately the time Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated everything.
However, it is 4 months short of accuracy. Also the verse before us never states
when the period in question begins, so who can know the precise time it ends? As
for the 45 days spare, they take that to be the time between Antiochus'overthrow
and death. Again, the weakness is that we do not know the time of his death.

The same sort of scheme can also make the 1,290 days approximate to the three
and a half years we believe our Lord's earthly ministry suffered the oppression
of the devil and the contradiction of sinners against Himself. The 45 days
approximate to the time He was on earth from His resurrection to ascension.

A third way of interpreting these days is approximating them to the period of
the siege of Jerusalem, the oblation ceasing in the temple after about 1,290 days
of siege, and the final overthrow of the city 45 days later. Again, the numbers do
not work out at all exactly.

Others take each day as a year (something which defies final proof), and say
the 1,290 years approximate to the Babylonian captivity of the Church under the
Roman Pontiffs from the 4th to the 16th centuries, bringing 7:25 into this
calculation. This is the woman (Church) in thc wilderness of Revelation l2:I4.
Some take the end of the period as Wycliffe and Huss, other as Luther's time.
What then of the 45? This is taken as 450 years of partial papal oppression, until
the Church worldwide flourishes in the mid-nineteenth century.

Other schemes exist, all pointing ahead to a complete fulfilment, when
Antichrist shall rule. This is the period we have to wait and suffer, and it is spelt
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out in days so as to comfort us. God has not left the period to chance, but has it
exactly measured for His Church and people. Our Lord's use of all this is in
Matthew 24, where in verse 13 He says, "but he that shall endure to the end, the
same shall be saved"; and in verse 22, "except those days should be shortened
there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be
shortened"; whilst in verse 46 He seems to echo Daniel again in saying, "blessed

is that servant whom the Lord when he cometh shall find so doing".
Let us take our verse literally - O the blessings on the one who waits. Do not

just have the patience of the saints for 1,290 days, but when heart and flesh fail
and our eyes with looking upward, when it seems impossible to hang on another
day, then set your mind to it that God has added another month and a half, or
another 45 days'oppression, and it is in that extra patience that the real blessing
lies. Daniel was told that in his nineties, so may each grey-haired saint, deeply
troubled that "truth is fallen in the street", that "they are not valiant for the truth"
any more, find in it the strength he needs to face today.

- a  -

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

TRUE HAPPINESS

WHAT is it to be truly happy or blessed? If we listen to some people we will be
told many different answers - a successful job, good exam results, a nice house,
good looks. But what does Jesus tell us about true happiness or blessedness?

One of the answers he gives is: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 5:3). To be poor in spirit means to realise your own
unworthiness and to trust completely in God. "Without me ye can do nothing,"
Jesus tells his followers at another time. To be poor in spirit is to know that
inability and to think nothing of ourselves.

King Jehoshaphat of Judah knew about being poor in spirit. He was a wealthy
king with a huge army. When the armies of Moab, Ammon and others came to
fight with Judah, Jehoshaphat confessed that he was powerless against the enemy.
"We have no might against this great company that cometh against us; neither
know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee" (2 Chronicles 20:12\, he said.
God reassured him, "The battle is not yours but God's. Stand ye still, and see the
salvation of the tnrd with you."

Jehoshaphat appointed a choir of singers to praise the [.ord, as they walked out
before the army. "Praise the Lord, for his mercy endures for ever," they sang. The
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enemies of Jehoshaphat destroyed each other - none escaped. Jehoshaphat's
poverty of spirit resulted in a great victory for the people of God. They were
rewarded with large amounts of spoil from the defeated armies - including
precious jewels.

Those who are poor in spirit have a gteat reward too - "theirs is the kingdom
of heaven". Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are given a crown of life
(Revelation 2:10) which will never fade away. They are given the beautiful robes
of Christ's righteousness which have no stain of sin. The believer is also given a
throne - "to him that overcometh will I also grant to sit with me in my throne,"
says Jesus to his followers - those who are poor in spirit. What a wonderful
provision to look forward to in heaven.

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing words in the verses. The initial letters of the.correct answers will
spell out the subject of the story.

1. For your sakes he (Jesus) became poor that ye through his
might be rich (2 Corinthians 8:9).

2. To him that will I grant to sit with me in my throne
(Revelation 3:21).

3. By the of one shall many be made righteous (Romans 5:19).

4. I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and
humble spirit, to the spirit of the humble (Isaiah 57:75).

5 . N o w u n t o t h e K i n g e t e m a l , - , i n v i s i b | e , t h e o n l y w i s e G o d ' b e
honour and glory for ever and ever (1 Timothy 1:17).

6. A great multitude, which no man could
kindreds and people and tongues stood
lamb (Revelation 7:9).

number, of all
before the throne and before

and
the

8.

9.

7. The of God are a broken spirit (Psalm 5l:17).

Better it is to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil
with the (Proverbs 16:19).

Now unto the King eternal, immortal , the only wise God, be
honour and glory for ever and ever (1 Timothy 1:17).

10. But ye are a chosen generation, a
a peculiar people (1 Peter 2:9).

priesthood, an holy nation,
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Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come ye blessed of
my fatheq the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world (Matthew 25:34).

But to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit,
and at my word (Isaiah 66:2).

* o -

The Assurance of Salvation
' n " E::,Ihr:I;kY,lr oI f ",

THERE comes a time in the lives of those with whom the Holy Spirit has been
dealing when they say: " O, that I could be sure that I was one of God's children.
I feel something of the drawing power of the Gospel. I see something of the
beauty of Jesus Christ, but I wish I could be certain of my soul's salvation."

God's school-children must always commence in the lowest form. Thomas
Scott, the commentator, says: " Suspect any religion that has little to say about
repentance." Most men would like to feel sure of their future happiness, but the
old Adam has no desire for, and can see no necessity foq repentance. When the
gift of repentance is bestowed on a poor sinner, however, a wondrous change
takes place. Jesus was exalted not only to give remission of sins, but to give
repentance also, and there is no repentance worth the name unless He gives it. The
first thing that comes to anyone who has been taught to repent by the Holy Ghost
is the knowledge that he is a sinner. The first thing that man is sure about is, not
that he is saved, but that he is a sinner and needs a Saviour.

Let us ask three questions concerning assurance, and see if we can find answers
to them in our own hearts: (i) What is biblical assurance? (ii) How can it be
obtained? (iii) If it is given to us, what difference will it make in our lives?

(i) What is Scriptural assurance?

It is one of God's great, deep mysteries, and, like all God's deep mysteries, it
can be stated in simple language. Here it is in a verse from the most ancient book
in the Word of God: "When He giveth quietness, who then can make trouble?"
(Job34:29). The soul that is still struggling and striving, the soul that is longing
but still unsatisfied, that soul knows no quietness. It is in a stormy sea, with the
waves tossing about and the winds blowing, in darkness, with nothing to hold on
to, and no joy and no peace. But assurance means peace. When Jesus came to the

11 .

12.
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tempest-tossed disciples on the lake, they said, "Master, carest thou not that
we perish?", and He answered, "Peace, be still". Assurance means that a
quietness has come to the soul. It comes to every soul that is being taught by the
Holy Spirit to stay itself upon Jehovah, upon His unchanging love, and unfailing
faithfulness, upon His Word and His promises. That quietness cannot come
because we have tried to obtain it, or because we deserve it. It can only come
in God's way, in God's time and through God's sovereign grace. We must leave
it to Him.

The word for assurance in the Greek Testament signifies full conviction,
certainty. l.et us glance at three passages in which it occurs. Praying for his
converts at Colosse, St. Paul asks, "that their hearts might be comforted, being
knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to
the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ"
(Colossians 2:2).He asks first, "that their hearts might be comforted", or, literally,
strengthened. They were being persecuted for the faith, and the world was likely
to shake them. The Apostle prays that God may strengthen them so that they
cannot be shaken out of their faith. Next, he asks that they may be, "knit together
in love", and finally, that they may enjoy "the riches of the full assurance of
understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the Father,
and of Christ".

Again, he writes to the Christians in Thessalonica: "Our Gospel came not unto
you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake"
(1 Thessalonians 1:5). In that city the Apostle and his converts encountered
special opposition. "lf you are feeling depressed and sad," he says in effect,
"remember that when a message of the Gospel was first preached to you, it came,
not as a human invention, a piece of fine oratory, or fluent language. It came in
simple language, but accompanied by the power of the Spirit of God, who applied
it to that man's heart, and that woman's conscience, and that child's mind. And
what was the result? Assurance; and not only assurance, but much assurance. The
Holy Spirit did ir."

Our third example occurs in the words of St, John, the Apostle of love. He is
addressing adults but he calls them "little children". "My little children, let us not
love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. And hereby we know that
we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him" (1 John 3:18-19).
Dean Alford has paraphrased the passage thus: "If the Spirit of God teaches us to
live and walk and love one with another in that way and to obey, you will find the
questions and doubts that arise in your hearts and minds quelled, hushed, for
whosoever believeth in the Son of God hath the witness in himself."

(ii) How can Scriptural assurance be obtained?
"When He giveth quietness, who then can make trouble?" Elihu's question
speaks of three things. The first is a gift, the gift of quietness. The second is a
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secret, namely, that God gives it. Thirdly, there is the question: "Who then can
make trouble?" or, as the Revised Version has it, "Who then can condemn?".
"There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus."
"No condemnation." Oh, the quietness which that word brings to the soul!
How can scriptural assurance be obtained? An Arminian would answer: "You

must believe, you must claim the promise, and as you do so, the Sun of
righteousness will rise upon you with healing in His wings." Alas, we cannot
make the sun rise. "It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for
the salvation of the Lord." Only be still, and wait His leisure. "Be still, and know
that I am God."

(iii) If Scriptural assurance is given to us, what difference will it make in
our lives?

In the first place, the Holy Spirit will produce in our hearts a longing to obey God.
The Lord said to Abram, "Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred and
from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee". Abram departed, not
knowing whither he was going. It was not easy for him to leave relatives and
friends, and travel towards an unknown destination. Afterwards, when he was a
hundred years old, he was told that he would have a son. He was heir to a
staggering promise, but he did not stagger at the promise, because an assurance
was given to him that what God had promised that He was able to perform.

"The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed me to
preach good tidings unto the meek . . . to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion,
to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of
praise for the spirit of heaviness." Have you ever walked down the street with the
spirit of heaviness? "Look up, man," says the Arminian. "It is no use telling me
that," you reply, "because the spirit of heaviness is weighing me down so that I
can in no wise lift myself up." Then Jesus Himself by His Spirit lifts the spirit of
heaviness from off your shoulders and gives you the garment of praise instead. I
knew a man who was always walking about under that spirit of heaviness, and one
day God said to him: "Son, thy sins be forgiven thee." In a moment, the spirit of
heaviness was gone, and the garment of praise had taken its place.

Old John Newton used to say: "I have no more doubt about the way of salvation
than I have of the way to [,ondon." How did he obtain such an assurance? Not by
striving or struggling, but by God's gift. A friend wrote to him: "You say that we
are to come to the throne of grace to find mercy and grace to help in time of need.
I come again and again, but get no good for coming." Newton replied: "You may
feel that you are getting no good through coming to Jesus Christ, but you certainly
get no good through stopping away from Him." When the Spirit of God says,
"Come!" that is the time to come, not when the preacher says, "Come!" nor when
the Church says, "Come!". And when the Holy Spirit whispers peace in our hearts
through the blood of Jesus, that is the time when we receive a true assurance of
our salvation.
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Foundation Thuths
Rev. MAURICE HANDFORD (former Editor)

"And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according
to the scriptures" (7 Corinthians 15:4)

THIS is one of the outstanding chapters of the Epistles, and here the Apostle Paul
rises to the great heights of eloquence. The words are so moving and so profound
that there is a danger that we should be charmed and captivated with the words
and not get through to the essential message. It is possible to enjoy a passage
and yet to miss its great message. "He rose again the third day, according to
the scriptures."

Now Paul here hoped to deal with a particularly dangerous situation that had
arisen at Corinth. There were some in that city who denied the resurrection, and
Paul brings his massive mind to bear on this subject. He employed argument,
reason and logic, and he is concerned to stress and emphasise the literal and
physical resurrection of Christ. This, he says is absolutely essential to the
Christian faith. This is the vital point of the Christian message, not a matter of
indifference. This is the Gospel. So he begins this wonderful chapter by
recounting the Gospel, and what it really is, and the essential item is, that Jesus
Christ rose the third day according to the Scriptures.

Have you noticed in your reading of the New Testament how our Lord many
times referred to the third day in His ministry? At the outset of His ministry when
He cleansed the Temple of all the bargaining that was going on, and all the
corruption that had come into it, they challenged Him and said, "Why do You do
these things? By what authority, what sign do You show us that You are who You
claim to be?" And they went on to say: "Forty and six years was this temple in
building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days?" (John 2:20).But John adds, "But

he spake of the temple of his body" (verse 21).

THE THIRD DAY

Now this fact fairly gripped the minds of Christ's hearers. Indeed, on Calvary the
mockers that were assembled there seized upon it and they taunted Him with,
"Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou
be the Son of God, come down from the cross" (Matthew 27:40).

The false witnesses at the trial alluded to it - they brought it forward in their
so-called evidence. The angels at the tomb reminded the women folk of it, and that
despondent pair that trudged the weary miles to Emmaus pondered over it and
said, "Beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done" (Luke
24:21). And the Lord Himself in the evening of Easter Day reminded the amazed
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assembly in Jerusalem of His oft-repeated words that He would rise again the third
day. There are no fewer than eighteen references to the third day in the New Testa-
ment. Here is something of outstanding importance that He rose again the third day.

It is interesting that the third day was widely considered to be the time when
every link between soul and body was finally dissolved, when every spark of life
was extinguished beyond any hope of re-kindling, and it is an interesting fact too
that the Jews never accepted evidence of identification of a corpse until after three
days. If you are familiar with the Old Testament you will remember that a man
who contracted defilement through contact with a dead body was unclean for
three days, and then the cleansing began. The third day is appraised with some
significance - the third day. Ohr. the many significant days that have happened
throughout the course of history - Magna Charter and the rest - but there was no
day to compare with the Day of the Resurrection - "He rose again the third day".

There were many significant days in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ. What an
amazing day it was when He came down to Bethlehem and the shepherds and
others stood round the cradle and said, "Emmanuel, God with us". Surely, too, it
was a significant day when He was baptized of John in Jordan, when the heavens
were opened and the Spirit descended in bodily form upon Him and there came a
voice from the excellent glory which said, "Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased" (Mark 1:11). And the day when He set His face steadfastly to
go to Jerusalem to die for sinful humanity was surely a meaningful day, and the
day of the crucifixion was again a unique day with far-reaching consequences.
But, you know, the Day of the Resurrection was the greatest of all days because,
if the resurrection had not happened, Bethlehem and the Cross would be virtually
meaningless. The Day of the Resurrection changed the Cross from being bad
news of a malicious murder to the good news of a deliverance. The third day made
the difference. So my first thought is this, that the third day is an historical reality.
The third day authenticated the resurrection of Christ as an event of history. The
resurrection removed our Lord's claims from the realm of speculation and set
them down in the realm of historical fact. It happened on the third day. Surely, the
L.ord's Day is a wonderful reminder of the resurrection. The Jews observed the
seventh day but, with the resurrection, the believers observed the First Day, a
perpetual witness to the resurrection of Christ. You read your New Testament and
there it is. You remember how in the course of this great chapter Paul speaks of
what would have been the dire consequences if Christ never rose. If Christ be not
raised, if this had not happened, there would be no Gospel at all. We would just
have been following a cunningly devised fable - it comes down to that!

Notice in the text here it says that, "Christ died for our sins . . . that he was
buried, and that he rose again the third day". Now the first two facts, the death and
the burial of Christ, do not complete the story. They are incomplete without the
resurrection, and, if Christ had not risen, the Cross would be futile and ineffectual,
but Christ did rise. This is the best attested fact in history. Christianity is
trustworthy and reliable. The Bible is true. He did rise, the third day has historical
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significance. And so verse 20 says, "But now is Christ risen from the dead, and
become the firstfruits of them that slept".

THE RESURRECTION IS THE CITADEL OFALL OUR HOPES

It is a spiritual necessity

To have full assurance of faith the resurrection of Christ is a necessity. Look at
verse 17: "lf Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins." Your
faith is empty - it is just a matter of so many words and nothing more. But, when
Christ rose, the Cross took on a new dimension and perspective. If there was no
resurrection and if Christ did not rise, then He was powerless to defeat the final
enemy of man, the king of terrors, death itself. If Christ had remained in a
Palestinian tomb there would be no salvation from the ultimate penalty of sin. But
the resurrection guarantees that salvation is complete. The life and ministry of
Christ comprise one phase of His work. His death involved another phase, but His
resurrection was essential for the other phases, and it was essential that the other
phases should have their full meaning.

If there is no resurrection there is no good news - "we are of all men most
miserable". But the third day made the difference. "He rose again the third day
according to the scriptures." This assures us of forgiveness of sins. It speaks of
our [,ord's triumph over every foe. It testifies of His Lordship, and it assures every
believer that He dealt finally with man's last and greatest enemy, so that the
believer can say with David, "Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me" (Psalm 23:4). Or take Paul's
amazing words in his Second ktter to Timothy 1:1.0: "Jesus Christ. . . hath
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel." An historical reality, a spiritual necessity.

It is a personal necessity

We need to know it for ourselves, as Paul says, "That I may know him, and the
power of his resurrection . . . being made conformable unto his death" (Philippians
3:10). The third day assures us that there is an eternity with the [nrd. The
resurrection makes the difference between dismal despair concerning death and
glorious hope. Because Christ rose, the believer also will rise. And, apart from the
resurrection, there is no certainty about the future. Without the resurrection, we
have no assurance of a life beyond the grave. Now if there is no resurrection, says
Paul in this grcat chapter, "then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are
perished". The Apostle does not mince his words. He comes to grips with this
tremendous subject and he puts it before people fairly and squarely. What a dismal
picture it would be if Christ did not rise! "lf in this life only we have hope in Christ,
we are of all men most miserable." But, again, the third day made the difference.
It assures us that, as Christ rose from the grave, so each believer will be raised. It
assures us that Christ has defeated death and there is hope beyond the grave.
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This is the message that changed the world

Do you remember the great question that is to be found in the Book of Job 14:14?
"lf a man die, shall he live again?" The question was virtually unanswered until
our [,ord came and declared, "I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live" (John 11:25). The resurrection is
the great answer to Job's question. It says that death is not the end, but the
beginning. Here is a message to scatter the prevailing darkness around us. This is
the message to thrill every believing soul. "Because I live, ye shall l ive also." And
this is the message that gives the secret of those transformed lives.

The disciples were certainly shaken by the Cross and it was the resurrection
that restored their faith. Think of them. They had fled for their very lives from
Gethsemane, but yet a few days afterwards, they suddenly acquire a new power
that enables them to scorn the threat of death. What is the secret? The
resurrection! They went forth to challenge heathen ministries and in their own
lives' blood sealed their faith. So the Acts of the Apostles says they went
everywhere and "preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead". That
was their message. They had seen a living Christ. This is the secret of their
transformed lives. This explains the thrill of those early Christians. There were
men and women brought back from the dead. Oh! what a tremendous phrase is
this: "He rose again the third day according to the scriptures."

Let me impress upon you the importance of this fact because, if there is no
resurrection, the Cross is a stark, terrible and unrelieved tragedy. The third day
made the difference. A faith founded on a myth could not have endured for two
millenium. It is a foundation of our faith - it is the citadel of all our hopes. Never
think of the resurrection as an epilogue, a comfortable ending - not at all. It is
not a codicil to the Divine Last Will and Testament. It is not an appendix to the
faith - it is the very faith itself, because, you remember, in Romans L0:9 we read:
"lf thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead. thou shalt be saved." It is an article
of saving faith.

Yes, Jesus Christ is still alive. He is accessible today. He is not hidden in some
eternal remoteness, but He is to be found of all that seek Him. So there comes that
great word, "Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he
is near", and, if those who do not know Him were to do that, then this day would
be the beginning of great and new things. It is not enough for the resurrection to
be just an historical fact, which it is, and it is not enough for it to be just a credal
truth. Christ must dwell in our hearts by faith (Ephesians 3:17)

" On the third morn He rose again,
Glorious in majesty to reign,
O let us swell the joyful strain,
Al leluia."



722 The Gospel Magazine

The Hiding Place
JAMES E. NORTH

IT has ever been the practice of Christian believers down the ages to write of
their experience of the things of God, and the work of grace within their
hearts. Augustine wrote his Confessions, Bunyan wrote Grace Abounding to
the Chief of Sinners, etc. There were those who penned their experience in
verse, among whom we can think of Joseph Hart, the Independent minister, and
Samuel Turner.

Jehoiada Brewer also penned something of his Christian experience and call by
grace in verse. The hymn, The Hiding Place, speaks very personally of Brewer's
own experience. It first appeared in the Gospel Magazine in October 1776 under
the signature of Sylvestris.

In these verses Brewer is considering the work of his soul's salvation and the
work of God's grace within his own heart. He begins with the origin of that
salvation:

" Hail Sovereign love, that first began
The scheme to rescue fallen man!"

From whence did this "scheme to rescue fallen man" arise? From whence did
this salvation arise? From whence did the desire for this salvation arise? Did it
begin with himself? From his own desire? Did the first grasping after the things
of God and Jesus Christ begin within his own heart? "No," says Brewer, "it began
in the eternal counsels of Almighty God". "We love him because he first loved us"
(1 John 4:19). Way back in the counsels of eternity the Triune God, foreseeing the
fall of man and the entrance of sin into the world by Adam, determined to save a
people for His own glory. The Lamb was slain from the foundation of the world
(Revelation 13:8). The scheme to rescue fallen man originated in the covenant
counsels of the Eternal God. It rose not in the mind of man.

Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden of Eden after they had harkened
to the voice of the serpent. After their disobedience, after their taking of the fruit
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil they saw that they were naked, they
made themselves aprons of fig leaves. They sought to cover themselves. They
heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden. They then sought to hide
themselves from His presence amongst the trees but, alas, it was to no avail!
For them there was no hiding place!

Brewer seeks out the Hiding Place. He recognises that any desire for salva-
tion must originate in the mind of God. It must originate in the covenant counsels
of the Almighty Triune God. He therefore praises God for that eternal
predestinating grace given to him in Christ, which placed him as a recipient of
covenant mercy.
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"Hail, Sovereign love, that first began . ,

;:i :#,ffi i:,:?::: : ix f L T:*,
That gave my soul a hiding place."

There is an acknowledgement here that it is a personal salvation. It was not z
general revelation of Jesus Christ to the whole world that gave a hiding place. The
particular revelation of Christ to his own soul was that which gave him a hiding
place. It was the particular application of that "Matchless, free, eternal grace" tc
his own heart that gave him the knowledge of sins forgiven, hell subdued anc
peace with heaven:

"That gave my soul a hiding place."

He continues in the remainder of the hymn to explain how he had the revelation
of the Hiding Place. The details of his call by grace appear not to have survived
but some fragments remain in the form of a short biographical sketch which
appeared shortly after his death, and from which relevant quotations will be made.

He speaks of his fallen nature and the rebellious nature that all men inherit from
their father Adam:

"Against the God who rules the sky
I fought with hand uplifted high;
Despised the mention of His grace,
Too proud to seek a hiding place."

Was he tempted to atheism? We are not informed. He most certainly and
definitely speaks of his rebellion against God. He fought against Him. Like rhe
citizens of the "certain nobleman" he said "We will not have this man to reign
over us" (Luke 19:14). With the rest of humanity he imagined a vain thing. He
imagined that he could despise the mention of God's grace; that he could take
counsel against the Lord and His anointed; that he could cast off from himself the
bands and cords and live a life in which he could please himself (Psalm 2:1-3).
"The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God
is not in all his thoughts" (Psalm 10:4).

The first biographical sketch that appeared after Brewer's death speaks of him
being a man of "strong passions, and an ardent, independent spirit . . . and, as he
grew up, became addicted to the pleasures of the world; but, even then, he was
not profligate and vicious."

In the pride of life there is no thought for God, there is no seeking after God.
He continues to describe his state:

" Enwrapped in thick Egyptian night,
And fond of darkness more than light,
Madly I ran the sinful race,
Secure without a hiding place."
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He refers here to the darkness in which the land of Egypt was engulfed when
the Lord sent His plagues upon that land immediately before the exodus of the
children of Israel. It was a "darkness which may be felt" (Exodus 10:21). But
before he left the Egypt of this world he still had to feel more of the plague of his
own heart. True it was that he was "enwrapped in [the] thick Egyptian night," true
it was that he "loved darkness rather than light, because [his] deeds were evil"
(John 3:19), and true it was that he was running down the broad way that leadeth
to destruction (Matthew 7:73). He,like the Egyptians, needs must receive and
know more of the plagues before he is drawn out of the world by the effectual
work of the Spirit of God, and before he is thrust out by the Egyptians. But until
then he has no felt need of a hiding place. He continues secure in his present state.
The time rolls on apace when God's people shall be made willing in the day of
His power.

"But thus the eternal counsel ran:
. .  :

[T rT;"x i"il: xtooiiffi '0,""" -
In the providence of God, Brewer was moved from Bristol, where he was a

currier" to live at Bath. We are told that the arrows of conviction indeed entered
his heart and he was brought into a state of distress of soul.

"The first serious impressions which fixed upon his mind, were occasioned
by the death of an amiable young lady, to whom he was strongly attached,
though she never knew his love, and for whose memory he cherished a
vivid and almost romantic affection; often, in more advanced life, and after
the lapse of many years, bedewing her grave with his tears. This event
deeply pained his susceptible heart, and cast a shade of darkness and gloom
over all surrounding objects. It taught him much of the vanity of the world;
and, it did more, it turned his thoughts to God, and eternal things."

The eternal counsel of God "thundered in the heavens." The Lord "bent his
bow, and set me [him] as a mark for the arrow. He . . . caused the arrows of his
quiver to enter into my [his] reins" (Lamentations 3:12-13). Distress entered his
heart. God "sent out his arrows, and scattered" all his comforts. His experience
was that of Job: "For the arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poison
whereof drinketh up my spirit: the terrors of God do set themselves in array
against me" (Job 6:4). The pleasant things of life now turned to bitterness and
tears of grief flowed not only from his eyes but also within his heart. He was
brought face to face with death and eternity by the death of his close friend. The
question then entered his own heart, "How wilt thou do in the swelling of
Jordan?" He found that he himself had "no hiding place". God "shot out
lightnings" into his heart and he found that he was now discomfited (Psalm 18:13-
14 and 2 Samuel 22:14-75).
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To where could he go? He sees the state of his own heart. His first biographer
continued:

" He began to form resolutions of amendment and piety; to vow that he
would lead a virtuous and religious life: and, being ignorant of God's

:' righteousness, he went about to establish a righteousness of his own."

From His right-hand God sends His fiery law into his heart. And although he
sees the state of his own heart, this is a token of the love of God towards him
(Deuteronomy 33:2). He is brought by the Holy Spirit to see his standing before
a holy and righteous God. He is brought to see his rebellion. He is brought to see
the justice of Almighty God. He is brought to see that one day he must stand
before that holy God and render an account of all the deeds that he has done in
the body. He sees a broken law and resolves within his heart that he will lead a
better life. He flees to the law so that he may have that of which he could boast
before this holy God. But alas! There is no comfort here:

; : "H!1li[j;:iT'.':::litHl'
But justice criid. with frowning face,
'This mountain is no hiding place'."

Ere long the arrows of distress have done their work and it is now the time for
the mercy of God to be revealed in his heart. The Gospel of the grace of God is
proclaimed to him. He sees the Lord Jesus Christ set forth as the only way of
salvation. He sees the Lord Jesus Christ as the one who has fulfilled the law of
God in every jot and tittle. No longer is he "ignorant of God's righteousness, and
going about to establish [his] own righteousness", not having "submitted . . . unto
the righteousness of God". To him it is revealed that "Christ is the end of the law
for righteousness to every one that believeth" (Romans 10:3-4).

"Ere long an heavenly voice I heard,
And mercy's angel form appeared;
She led me on, with placid pace,
To Jesus as my hiding place."

How this came to fruition, we are not told. We do know, however, that as
Brewer went about seeking to establish his own righteousness he was "favoured

with opportunities of hearing the Rev. Mr. Glascott, who was preaching at the
chapel of the Countess of Huntingdon. He obtained clear and scriptural views of
the method of salvation, and became a decidedly religious character." We can
assume, however, that Jehoiada Brewer heard other preachers of the Gospel
including Henry Venn and others who were chaplains to the Countess. Again, we
cannot be certain of the date when Christ was revealed in the heart of Brewer, but
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it must have been around 1772when he was 20 years old, still being described in
the biographical sketch already quoted as "while yet a youth".

The tenor of his hymn now changes. No longer is he a stranger to grace and to
God; no longer has he neither need for nor without a "hiding place" but he
confesses that "a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from
the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a
weary land" (Isaiah 32:2). Jesus Christ Himself is the hiding place. In the full
assurance of this truth he could rest no matter what the future may hold. He speaks
of the great cataclysmic events that were to come upon the earth. Though the t ord
should visit the earth as he did Ariel (Isaiah 29:6) he has this assurance that he is
hiding in the Lord Jesus Christ

" 
n::ffi: 1T: ;ilT#*' i:H?:'Jj:i''
No flaming bolt could daunt my face,
For Jesus is my hiding place."

Why is this? How does he have this assurance? It is because the anger of God
fell upon the Lord Jesus. "Indignant justice" has fallen upon Christ for every one
of the election of grace. Christ was made a curse for His people, redeeming them
from the curse of the law (Galatians 3:13).

" On him Almighty Vengeance fell,
That must have sunk a world to hell;
He bore it for the chosen race.
And thus became their hiding place."

Oh! the awfulness of sin; the heinous nature of sin. The guilt of sin, he says, is
sufficient to have sunk this world down to the very depths of hell. See, the ransom
has been found and for all the elect he speaks: "Deliver him from going down to
the pit: I have found a ransom" (Job 33:24). The sin of the elect is imputed to
Christ and His righteousness is imputed to them.

In the assurance of this faith Brewer rejoices. He has a good hope through
grace. The remainder of his life is but a short span of time. Death, for him holds
no terrors. On the contrary, he looks for and anticipates the glory of the heavenly
Canaan where he will meet his dear Redeemer, his Hiding Place.

He will join with all the redeemed of glory, there to sing the praises of the Lamb
who once was slain.

" A few more rolling suns, at most,
Will land me on fair Canaan's coast:
Where I shall sing the song of grace,
And see my glorious hiding place."
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Heart Appeals at the Mercy Seat
D. A. DOUDNEY

(Editor of the Gospel Magazine 1840-1893)

Att my desires are before ,o"fi::fl?r!;f'",rr is not hid from thee"

A PRECIOUS consideration on the part of the Psalmist. Whilst it implies that he
had no power to express what he felt or feared, it clearly indicates, at the same
time, his deep consciousness that the [.ord was fully acquainted with his position,
notwithstanding.

As the omniscient Jehovah, He needed not that the case or the circumstances
should be spread before Him in detail, great as that privilege was at other times
felt to be; the Lord, nevertheless understood him, and this, to the dear child of
God, is no small mercy.

It is, indeed, a satisfaction to feel that the Lord is ever far, far better acquainted
with our case, in all its varied phases and numberless details, than we ourselves
can possibly be: yea, and that He is far more interested than we are - xye, and that
He has infinitely more at stake than we. In our little tiny-mindedness, it is difficult
to realise this. Such, however, is the case.

A child may feel his position, at certain times and under certain circumstances,
and may seem as though he were bearing the brunt of the burden; but is it so?
Has not the parent more weight, and does he not realise a greater responsibility
than the child? Apart from the sympathy which naturally attaches to his position,
as a parent, does he not feel the special care and anxiety that this sacred
relationship entails? If this be so with the human, and all his frailties and
infirmities, how much more with the Divine, and all its unsullied perfections?
What a verity is that - "lf ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit (and with the Holy Spirit, all essentially necessary good gifts) to them
that ask him?"

Then the idea suggested by the expression, "all my desires are before thee", is,
that they are constantly naked and open to Him - not simply that the Lord is aware
of them, from the fact that He has been apprised of them, and that they are left in
His hands with a hopefulness that they shall, in His own time and way, receive
His attention, but that they are constantly present to His view, and, when ripe for
interposition, shall assuredly receive the same. The uninterrupted interest and
ever-watchful eye of the [.ord, as regards His people, is sweetly set forth in Isaiah
49: 14-16: "But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath
forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have
compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget
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thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are
continually before me."

In proof of the vigilance with which the Lord watches over His people, it is
such as to challenge all the powers of darkness to bring forward proof of there
ever having been a single instance, since the creation, in which succour or
deliverance came too late. Never! "The Lord is at hand" at all times, and in each
and every case where supporting and sustaining mercy, as well as defending and
delivering lovingkindness, are necessary. Both Martha and Mary took a wrong
view of matters when they said to Jesus, "Lord, if thou hadst been here, my
brother had not died". We may think and say the same in a thousand and one
ways. We are mistaken, nevertheless. As in regard to position or circumstances,
so with respect to time -

"The promise may be long delayed,
But cannot come too late."

Moreover, with the Psalmist, there was additional ground of comfort, for he not
only says, "all my desires are before thee" - "I have placed and left my case in
Thy hands" - but he adds, "and my groanings are not hid from thee". So that it
was not merely nominal or superficial trial under which he laboured, but it was
one which gave him concern, and deep concern too. He "groaned" under it -YQZ,

he sighed and cried beneath it. It gave him deep and anxious concern under it,
insomuch that language was too poor, too contracted, to give vent to what he felt
and what he feared. Hence it was additional consolation to him to feel that the
Lord was aware of his sorrow. He understood the depths of his anguish. He knew
perfectly well what the groan and the sob, the sigh and the tear, meant. Neither
the one nor the other escaped that all-seeing eye, nor failed to catch that ever-
attentive and supematural ear. Moreover, the Psalmist, without doubt, felt that the
heart and hand of Jehovah were enlisted on his behalf, as well as His eye and ear.
Hence there was at least a measure of that sacred solace and childlike confidence
which led the afflicted Job to exclaim, "He knoweth the way that I take: when he
hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold".

Moreover, with regard to either the diffidence or the difficulty in expressing
in so many words what we feel or what we fear, how precious is the plea. "Let

the sighing of the prisoner come before thee; according to the greatness of thy
power preserve thou those that are appointed to die" (marg., "preserve the
children of death").

Now mark, dear readeq what springs out of this sighing. How large - how
vast - the request, "according to the greatness of thy power". What a laying
hold - what a grasp - of Omnipotence! What a plea from a sighing and a crying
suppliant! "According to the greatness of thy power preserve thou those that are
appointed to die." Those who painfully, yet profitably, realise "the sentence of
death in themselves" - who feel, as it were, doomed to death spiritual, natural,
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eternal - oh preserve such, for Thou alone art able so to do! They cannot keep or
preserve themselves, any more than they can defend or deliver themselves. Their
case is as hopeless as it is helpless, as far as they personally are concerned. Be
Thou, therefore, their Preserver! their Defender! their Deliverer!

Moreover, this sighing bespeaks slch heartwork! lt is so secret - so
unobservable - to any but to Him "to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
rnd from whom no secrets are hid".

Further, there is such a precious record with respect to these sighing ones - "We

know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh
rntercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." Language is too poor
- human lips are too powerless - to give utterance to the feelings and emotions of
the mind. The mouth and the heart fail to keep pace one with the other. The former
rs in the rear; hence the sigh and the groan come to the help of the heart, and thus
it finds relief.

Reader, is it not so? Oh, be it yours to look back and contemplate the times and
the seasons - the sufferings and the sorrows - in which it was utterly beyond your
F)wer to express what was passing within. The aforenamed passage exactly
expressed your state - "I am so troubled that I cannot speak." Hezekiah well
understood the position when he said: "Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter:
I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: O Lord, I am
oppressed; undertake for me."

When matters have come to this blessed extremity - we use the word advisedly
- has not the Lord mercifully and marvellously undertaken - aye, and
accomplished, too? After the anguish, the gloom, the all but absolute despair -
*'hen you have sensibly "fallen down, and there was none to help" - when "your

power was gone, and there was none shut up or left" - then has the Lord most
graciously and effectually fulfilled His promise: "For the oppression of the poor,
tor the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the Lord; I will set him in
safety from him that puffeth at him."

The very wording implies a waiting upon the part of the Lord. The "now" so
clearly bespeaks this. And what is the happy result but the giving to the Lord the
praise and glory due to His ever great and adorable name? Hence the sweet and
blessed testimony, as expressed by Hezekiah - "What shall I say? he hath both
spoken unto me, and himself hath done it." Himself, and Himself alone, was both
the Designer and the Doer! He Himself - and He only - planned, purposed,
executed! Hence Himself shall have all the praise and the glory. "This was the
lnrd's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes" shall echo and re-echo through the
length and breadth of His kingdom. "Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto
thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake."

Alas! alas! we are so prone to forget; and, because we forget, we lose sight of
His mercies, and such mercies too! Had we but a more vivid and becoming
remembrance of His goodness, His mercy, His lovingkindness, what numberless
instances of His marvellous interferences and His most merciful deliverances
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would come before us, in sweet and blessed evidence of His so repeated

interpositions on our behalf! When heart and flesh in very deed failed, and when

ou, tutt seemed hopeless and helpless to the last degree - yea, when that

Scripture was so striftingly verified, "He brought down their heart with labour;

tttey tett down, and there was none to help" - then was the time and those the

circumstances in and under which the Lord brought His wisdom, His love, His

goodness, His almighty power, to bear, supporting, sustaining, and ultimately

Ielivering in the moit marked, merciful and, as it were, miraculous way. And thus

He provei Himself such a God - so gracious, so condescending, so forbearing and

torgiving - yez, so determined to save, and to make known His wondrous love,

and His abounding and superabounding mercy.
Reader, were we not so tlind, so besotted, so forgetful, so thankless, should we

not have treasured up in our memories, and that most gratefully and trustfully,

these repeated - yea, these so continuous and unintemrpted - displays of His

tenderness, compassion, and omnipotent power? Ah! He is worthy of all

adoration and praise! Well might the poet, in the fulness of his heart, exclaim -

"Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love, so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, mY all."

In the review of her mercies, we do not wonder at the dear old negress

exclaiming, "If He takes me to heaven, He shall never hear the last of it!".

why, if down here, amid all the sin and corruption within, and the turmoil and

distraCtion without, there are times and Seasons when one seems' as it were, over-

whelmed with the contemplation of His marvellous goodness, loving-kindness,

and mercy, as personally experienced and enjoyed, what will be by-and-bye,

when, "delivered from the burden of the flesh, and we are in joy felicity"?

We have recently had such discoveries of the astounding goodness and mercy

of our God, as our Leader, our Guardian, our Guide, our rich and bountiful

Benefactor and Friend, in His preventing as well as His providing mercy' that we

have been lost, as it were, in wonder and adoring admiration of all He has been

and done. Moreover, so far from finding fault with His dealings, or envying the

worldling his mode of life or his portion or pleasure, we have felt so abundantly

satisfiedlryith the Lord and His dealings, as far as even this world is concemed,

that, were there no hereafter, we should be perfectly content, and far better

satisfied with the pilgrim's portion than that of the worldling.
Now, lest *t thould not have made clear our meaning, we will place it again

before the reader thus; that, so far from being dissatisfied with the [.ord's leadings

and dealings - so far from finding fault with Him for any trial, affliction,

bereavement, loss, or cross - we have received at His hands so much goodness,

mercy,.and love, that we are abundantly contented therewith; nor would we have

the veriest change or alteration in the review,.as far as all past details are concerned.
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Again, so far from attaching any merit, worth, or worthiness to any service or
hbour in which we have been engaged professedly in the Lord's Name and for
rhe lord's sake, we have been so abundantly recompensed in the life that now is,
and so infinitely short of any future reward or recompense does such labour or
re rvice fall that, as we have said, the escape from wrath to come, and the simple
ceasing to be, when this present life shall close, we should deem a mercy indeed,
and that most unmerited.

We are quite prepared for the startling effect this statement will have upon the
minds of some. Others. however. who know some little of themselves - their
haplessly fallen condition; the desperate wickedness, ingratitude, and unbelief of
rheir own hearts - will see otherwise, and, we doubt not, will understand what we
mean by matchless, rich, covenant and undeserved mercy. How will such
repudiate and utterly condemn the veriest approach to the popish notion of works
of supererogation, or rewards for labours or doings over and above even the
requirements of a law which is holy, just, and good, and which condemns
rhe haplessly self-satisfied observer of it for the least flaw or falling short of its
rigid demands.

We wish to lay the greatest stress upon the remarks just made, with respect to
our estimate of the Lord's dealings and leadings through all the changing scenes
of this ever-variable life. The commonly-received idea is that the Christian, the
believer, the man of God (call him by which name you please), has to pass
rhrough this world a poor, miserable, dull, gloomy, dissatisfied creature. By the
ignorant, the spiritually untaught and unenlightened, the mere novice in the
divine things, such an one is regarded as utterly void of, insensible to, or
compelled painfully and most mortifyingly to forego, every particle of human
pleasure or worldly satisfaction and interest. In the denying of self, taking up His
cross, and following Christ - the terms laid down by the Lord Himself - he is
supposed to undergo a course of perpetual privation and penance, the which he
would gladly forego the being subjected to, were it possibly consistent with his
ultimate safety.

Now, these ideas we altogether condemn and deny. They betray a positive and
a vital ignorance of the true character of a child of God, and an absolute want of
insight into the nature of spiritual and imperishable life. The child of God would,
from the very nature of his new creatureship, live pure and spotless as an angel of
light, had he the power or the full exercise of his own new will and fresh
inwrought wishes and desires, these being the result of his having been begotten
again from above, and quickened, and made alive by the Holy Ghost from his
previous death "in trespasses and sins".

The ground of his sorrow and the cause of his pain, and the reason of his
dissatisfaction, is from the fact of his being the subject of a nature at issue with
and opposed to, this new and divine life, of which he has sovereignly and
graciously been made the partaker. This explains the why and the wherefore of
the Apostle's statement - "we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being
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burdened" - that is, burdened with sin, self, the flesh, the allurements of the
world, and the temptations and insinuations of Satan. This constitutes the conflict
- the ceaseless warfare - between the two natures of which he is the partaker -

the flesh and the Spirit.
We have often remarked - and we are prepared to stand by the statement -

that the child of God does not serve God simply to attain heaven and escape hell.
Were there no hereafter, he would seek to live a life of holiness, and not be the
willing drudge of sin and Satan. The life he seeks to live assimilates and

corresponds with the new and distinctive nature in which, by grace and power

divine, he has been begotten.

" Not with the terrors of a slave
Do they Perform His will;

. But with the noblest power they have,
His sweet commands fulfil."

They know, by blessed and happy experience, that "godliness is profitable unto

all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come".

Well does blessed Hart saY -

" gour, not, ye sons of earth,
Nor look with scornful eyes;
Above your highest mirth,
My saddest hours I prize;
For, though my cup seems filled with gall,
A something secret sweetens all."

"I had rather," said the Psalmist, "be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than
to dwell in the tents of wickedness." In the same spirit Dr. Watts thus expressed
himself  -

" One day amid the place
, Where mv dear [,ord has been'

Is sweeter than ten thousand daYs
Of pleasurable sin."

The fact is, the child of God has bread to eat which the world knows not of. "The

secret of the Lord is with them that fear him; and he will shew them his covenant,"
which is a covenant of grace and mercy.

Now in accordance with the statement we have already made, as to our perfect

satisfaction with all the [-ord's past leadings and dealings, we are about to offer a

challenge. Here it is. We will defy any man of the world, be he whom he may, or

attained to whatsoever position he has, to say that he has ever seen the day, or

reached such a standard, as honestly to testify he has found c// he wants - that he
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is perfectly satisfied. He aspires to nothing greater, nor wishes for aught beside.
We fearlessly assert that no such man of the world can be found. The world is
rncapable of producing such an one. Notwithstanding all its pretensions, practices,
or promises, it has not the elements nor the power so to instruct and educate as to
lead its votary personally to understand and practically to participate in the
declaration, "O Naphtali, satisfied with favour"; and why? Because he is as
practically and as personally ignorant of the nature of that satisfaction and the
groundwork of that favour, which is, "the blessing of the Lord", for "it is the
blessing of the Lord that maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it". We read
bv the Prophet the solemn statement, "l will curse your blessings". Again, we read
in the Proverbs: "The curse of the Lord is in the house of the wicked: but he
blesseth the habitation of the just." Moreover, the more a man has of this world,
the farther off is he from, and the greater his enmity against, the God in whom he
lives, and moves, and has his being.

But now, having given the afore-named challenge, we have to add a testimony,
and that in all sobriety, and based upon a thoughtful, careful, deliberate review.
Whether we have personally known and been really acquainted with aught of
the afflictions, trials, sorrows, sicknesses, sufferings, bereavements, losses, and
crosses of life, we will leave those who have been familiar with these pages (the
Cospel Magazine) during the last six-and-forty years to decide. In spite, however,
of our positive and actual realisation of the fact that "man is born to trouble as the
sparks fly upward", and although we have thousands of times sympathised with
the sent iment -

" Finds every day new straits attend,
And wonders where the scene will end,"

yet such have been the interminglings of mercy, and such His marvellous
interpositions and deliverances, that we have not a fault to find with our God.
Numberless times as, during our pilgrimage, we may have exclaimed, with
Jacob, "all these things are against me!" yet now, in the calm, careful, compre-
hensive retrospect, we unhesitatingly say, "He hath done all things well"; and, as
we have already intimated, were there no hereafter - were there neither heaven
nor hell - did our career end with the present life - to the praise and glory of our
God we declare that, as a pilgrim and a stranger, we are ten thousand times better
satisfied with all the Lord's leadings and dealings than had He yielded to our
too-oft whims and fances, in giving us this and bestowing that which, at the time
and under the circumstances we so falsely concluded would have ministered
to our wellbeing.

With respect to His denials and His Fatherly discipline, in all the fulness of our
heart we can and do say, "I know, O [.ord, that thy judgments are right, and that
thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me". We add, too, "thy gentleness" (or, as
the Prayer Book and dear old Coverdale render it, "Thy loving correction hath
made me great" - great in Christ, great in a knowledge of one's vileness and



134 The Gospel Magazine

worthlessness, and little in ourselves, from the deep sense and conviction of our
utter il l-and-hell-deservings!

Ay! yes, with respect to the Lord's refusing this, or declining the other, so
urgent request or importunate plea, sooner or later every dear child of God will
testify to the fact -

" Good when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He denies;
E'en crosses, in His sovereign hands,
Are blessings in disguise."

Yea, and he will add -

"When trouble, like a gloomy cloud,
Has gathered thick and thundered loud,
He near my soul has always stood,
His lovingkindness, oh, how good!"

But now, in conclusion, lest what we have written should fall into the hands of
a sceptic, and that he should misconstrue what we have said, and imagine that we
have our doubts or scruples about a future state, we will just add, that we could as
much call in question our own present existence as disbelieve in a future and an
eternal duration. We believe in an eternity of bliss and in an eternity of woe. We
strictly adhere to the scriptural declaration, "He that believeth . . . shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned".

But this is the point upon which we wish to lay the greatest stress, and intensely
to emphasise. If, in the present life, amid all our surroundings, and in spite of this
corrupt and fallen flesh of ours, we can justify, magnify, and adore our God for all
He has been and all He has done, what will it be by-and-bye, when, as we have
said, we are finally and for ever "delivered from the burden of the flesh"? What,
when the wilderness is crossed, the Jordan passed over, Satan vanquished, sin
neither felt nor suffering nor sorrow feared? What, when we have entered within
the pearly gates of the New Jerusalem? What when we have joined the myriad
hosts "which no man can number" out of "every nation, and kindred, and tongue,
and people"? What, when arrayed in the wedding garment with a crown of glory
upon our head, and seated around the throne with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob,
in the kingdom of our Father-God? What, when we see the King - not "as a root
out of a dry ground" without "form nor comeliness . . . that we should desire him"
- not as the "man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief'- not as "a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb" - but the King - the King
- the King in His beauty, in all His unsullied grandeur, in His beatific loveliness,
in His inconceivable glory? Oh, what - what - what then shall we think - what
then say - of Him and His mercy, His goodness, His love, His faithfulness, that
"led us forth by the right way, that we might go to a city of habitation"?
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The Man Next to Christ Jesus
ERNEST ROE (1883-1967}

"l have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,

vhich the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only,
but unto all them also that love his appearing" (2 Timothy 4:7-8)

ALTIIOUGH the Apostle Paul uses that little word "I" three times in this verse it
*'ould not be interpreted as if he were boasting - far from it. He is delivering a
personal testimony of what he has actually felt he knows to be true, and he is on
rhe verge of death, the place and time for no boasting.

When God gave the Church the Apostle Paul He gave it one of the greatest
hlessings that could ever be given. Probably you have not thought about that. I
hope you will. You see, the Lord Jesus had finished His own work and gone back
ro glory, and the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, had not then been
*'ritten - they were lying about, as it were, by oral tradition, but, in the providence
of God, not yet collected in the whole as we have them. Then, just about this time,
rhis Saul of Tarsus, as we see him, is riding on his horse to Damascus to arrest
men and women whoever they were and putting them in prison - bound for hell
- but God stops him. How true it is:

"The appointed time rolls on apace
Not to propose but call by grace
To change the heart, renew the will
And turn the feet to Zion's hill."

God knew what He was doing and He knew what the Church would want. So,
down comes Saul of Tarsus and, by the grace of God, is made the Apostle to the
Gentiles. He himself looked upon it as a stupendous act of the grace of God, as he
says, "when it pleased God to call me by his grace" and "by the grace of God I
am what I am".

. By his words

Well, God called him to preach as well. What a beautiful beginning he had, as he
tells us in the Galatian Epistle 1:71-12: "But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel
which was preached of me is not after man For I neither received it of man,
neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." Wherever he went,
that was the theme, the Person and work of Jesus Christ. He did not stoop to the
trivialities that are now often introduced into the preaching, so termed. He left
politics and all worldly things where they should be left, outside of the pulpit
and outside of the Epistles too. His heart was so absorbed, rightly so too, as ours

13s
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would have been if we had seen Christ as he saw Him, make no mistake about

that. We would not want anything else if we saw the beauty and the mighty

attractions of the Lord Jesus as Paul had seen. As long as he lived on earth, the

more he loved Him, and now he gathers together the teaching of the four

Evangelists and writes them in these varied Letters - thirteen or fourteen of them

that bear his name, in which he has consolidated the substance of the whole

Gospel record. Everything is included, perhaps not exactly in theological form,

but it is put in in sound doctrinal form. Nearly all the Epistles are divided into two
parts - first the doctrinal part, then the practical part - and so he consolidated the

ieaching that had gone before, and so now we have in this sacred Book under the

name of the Apostle all that we need for our confirmation and development in the

faith of God. Dr. Thomas Goodwin said that the Apostle Paul was next to the Man
Christ Jesus. I am disposed to think that there is a lot of truth in that statement,
not that in the least-wise would Dr. Goodwin detract from the glory of Christ - far

otherwise - but he did set forth in a remarkable way the truths of the Gospel.

. By his sulferings

Now, here we have Paul, an old man, not perhaps as we would reckon old today'
but he calls himself "such an one as Paul the aged" when he is about sixty years of
age. Well, we reckon a man is in his prime when he is somewhere about
sixty, not an old man as reckoning goes today. But Paul had had a rough l!!e, "in

shipwrecks often", "in deathS oft", "in nakedness, cOld, hunger and thirst". He had
had the Roman stripes as well as the Jewish rods laid upon him, "in prisons oft",
"in deaths oft", and these things had left their mark. Even though the grace of God

dwelt richly in that dear man, yet he was but a man and his frail tabernacle showed
emphatic marks of wear and tear by the time he was sixty years of age - wearied.

' By his death

He is in the prison at Rome and the old prison at Rome had its fearful dungeons
sunk deeper than ours. One of them handed down in history was known as the

Mamertine Prison. He was there, the deepest, the deadliest, the dampest of them

all. The devil does not know how bad enough to treat God's servants - he would
put them into hell if he could get them there, but he can't do that! God, however,
illowed them so to inflict this on Paul. That was where he was physically, but
where was he spiritually? Ah! where my text tells me: "I have fought a good fight,

I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me

a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at

that day." It would only be a matter of a few days or weeks at the most. This was

his last lrtter, and after the writing of this, he is taken out of this fearful dungeon
and he had his head severed from his shoulders by the Roman soldiers. But he

said: ,'l can see something. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of

righteousness . . . and not to me only. He is not narrow-minded, he is not bigoted,
"not to me only, but unto all them that love his appearing".
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. By his three-fold look
lrt me just point out to you in passing, he had a three-fold look - first he is
looking backward. "I have fought a good fight." It is good when a man can say
that since the time he has been called by grace, especially so in the case of a
minister. If he can say, "l coveted no man's silver, gold or apparel". "I haven't
eone about the country pretending to be poor in order to get people to give me
money when I have more than I want." Nothing of that hypocrisy about the man,
nothing whatever. "Here," he says, "look at these atrocities on my hands. Look!
You know that these hands have ministered to my necessities." Brave man!
He was a man!We are told that Paul was a tent maker. He worked with his own
hands. "I have fought a good fight."

Then he could look downwards. "The time of my departure is at hand." Do you
take a look at the grave? It is before you and it is before me. Have a good look at
rr. There is no avoiding it. Not all the learning of men (and they have advanced
*.ith great strides in scientific ability and we give honour to whom honour is due)
but they can't prolong life one moment over the appointed time. Then your body
and mine will go to the grave. "Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was:
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it." Paul can look into the open grave
* here his body would soon be placed and he could say, "I am ready to be offered".
-l am ready - nothing wanting - I lack nothing." There is no fear, no qualm. This
is grace isn't it? We must confess this man had got something that we don't see
very conspicuous today in those who profess religion He was ready to depart. The
secret of it was this with the Apostle - what he preached he knew - and he
preached Christ, the alone and all-sufficient Saviour, and Paul waslookingthere,
not on his heart! That is the secret, "Looking untoJesus". He had written in his
Epistle to the Hebrews some years before this Epistle, "Looking unto Jesus".

Now the word "unto" is a very peculiar word. It means "away from everything
else", and you can only focus your eye on one given point. You could have a
general view of this building just at a glance, but you cannot focus on it - you
focus on one given point. So you take a view of the grace of God in your mind by
a bird's eye view of the whole Gospel. "But," says Paul, "one thing, one thing only,
looking off everything else, 'Looking unto Jesus' - that's the great secret." He was
taught it by the Holy Ghost years before. He preached it, he enjoyed it, and now
he dies in the full comfort and blessedness of it. And it is good when we see it
demonstrated in other people's experiences when they come to the end of their
days, living and dying in the fact that Christ and Christ alone is my hope, not
Christ and something else, Christ alone. So, looking backward, "fought a good
fight'- looking downward, "ready" and looking upward - "there's the crown".

. By his good fight of faith
Just look a moment or two at the good fighl. He was divinely enlisted in this army.
Sometimes you hear or read of people being converted by exercising their own
will - "he gave himself to the Lord" and that sort of thing. Well, you read Acts 9
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and you will know very well that that is t?ot so. Here is Saul as he was then, full
of the madness of the devil, haling men and wlmen committing them to prison,

but God stops him, and from that moment he was divinely enlisted in this army
to fight this good fight, and when the Lord enlisted him, He gave him a blessed
uniform. If ever a man knew how he came by his regimentals the Apostle Paul
did. Listen to this great Scripture he was fond of using: "For he hath made him to
be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God
in him" (2 Corinthians 5:21). How did he get this fine coat? God gave it to him,
His Son wrought it out for him. It is called "an everlasting righteousness". When
John Bunyan, under the figure of Christian, was asked about what made him
weep? For he suffered, he said, from a hard heart (and he is not the only one!) But
he said. "sometimes when I look at the Cross, that will do it". When he stood at
the Cross at first, you know, he said that the water came to his eyes and his burden
rolled off his back, and he did not know whether the tears came from mere
emotionalism or out of his heart. We can say where it came from, from his heart'
"When I look at the Cross," he said, "thatwill do it, or when I look at the coat
that I have on that will do it." If ever you see that God has robed you with His
righteousness, the sight of it will soften the hardest heart.

When God divinely enlisted Paul he gave him an armoury which was
quite right for the job. Read it in the Epistle to the Ephesians chapter 6. God
has no people of His without that armour. "Above all . . . the shield of faith." All
else without that would have been no good to fight the good fight of faith.
Blessed man that has got it! It does not necessarily mean your believing - that
is not your shield, it is not our strength exercising faith in God that is so
copiously talked about, but it's that fundamental gift of God, the whole work of
Christ, that is "the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the wicked". Your acts of faith will never quench the fiery darts
of the devil and never will. True faith in this subjective sense of it, "lives and
labours under loads, though damped it never dies", but you and I have had many
a dart of the devil hit us but the shield of faith, looked at rightly, is that which
Christ has done.

"And lest the shadow of a spot

, i:",:'jf,tlJJ:li:::?Hj; wrough,
And cast it all around."

No darts of the devil will get through that. He may come and say, "Look at this:
look at that" - he is very clever at that - but you can say, "You are too late - that
has been met". Where? In the Person and work of Christ. That is the shield of
faith. In this armoury Paul fought a good fight, not with carnal weapons - he
could have done - but the weapons of our warfare are spiritual. Paul could say: "I

have finished my course." Paul spoke this to the elders of the Church at Ephesus
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in the course of his ministry and he said that he knew "that bonds and afflictions
abide me" to the end. He knew what was coming to him, but he is ending his
course with joy as a runner in a race. He had really been up against it in the course
of his ministry, many a foe did he resist, and many a friend when it was needed.
That's the test where many a one falls down and dishonours the Lord. Paul did not
fall down. What about Peter? Paul loved Peter and Peter did not bear Paul any
animosity at all - he said, "our beloved brother Paul". Peter jeopardised the whole
Gospel. There were Jews and Gentiles meeting and Peter wanted to be a friend on
hoth sides. Ah! beware, you cannot walk both sides of the road at one - you have
eot to be one side or the other. Now, when Peter did that, Paul said, as recorded
in the Epistle to the Galatians, "I withstood him to the face (not behind his back)
frecause he was to be blamed", because he jeopardised the doctrine of justification
hy grace. Yes, he did not deviate from his course for foe or friend. So he finished
his course with joy.

. By his completing his course by God's grace

\ow, briefly, he says, "l have kept the faith". It speaks of stewards as being
-stewards of the mysteries of God" and that "it is required in stewards, that a man
he found faithful". A steward must not squander his master's property or money,
.rnd a minister of the Gospel is not to squander the Word of God - not to cut it off
in places to make it more comfortable to suit men and women who make a
profession but have got nothing real. No, but what is to be done? He is to be
taithful to all and sundry, and Paul was thal, and noq not because he had fought
a good fight, not because he had finished his course with joy, not because he had
hcen a faithful steward, but because of the grace of God.

And where is he now? Well, he is enjoying that righteous crown that the lnrd
rhe righteous Judge has given him. Think of that. Not as the righteous Saviour -
He is the Saviour - but as the righteous Judge. That is wonderful, you know, that
Christ can give a man an entrance into glory righteously, that He can perform
the function of a Judge. Here is the criminal at the Bar. Now the Judge can
pronounce a term of imprisonment or he can tell him that he is going out of the
Court without a blemish on his character if the evidence were negative. God in the
Person of His Son can deal with a criminal as we have been before Him, and He
can say: "Now all these crimes of yours are not only forgiven (that is only a part)
but I declare you as a Judge justified, acquitted from all charges which you have
admitted to be true." That is justification "Justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus."

So the crown is given, not on the worth of the individual, but on the grace of
the LordJesus Christ as Saviour and as Judge.

Now - a word to end. "And not to me only," for we might look at him and
think, "Well, we can see the marks of grace in dear Paul - well, he is a companion
of those who really fear God in his writings - but we cannot see where we come
in." But Paul said, "not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing".
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Do you love His appearing first in the heart? Do you love His smile there? Do you
love Him? We love His gracious appearings while we are here - do we? Well, we
do, and we have got the evidence of being there too. Do we love His appearing in
grace? Then we shall love His appearing in glory. Amen.

- a -

The Sabbath
A F R I E N D . . .

I. To education

Compare countries with and without the Sabbath. Its ministrations powerfully
quicken and invigorate the human intellect while a vast amount of knowledge is
communicated.

2. To government

Where are the honoured Sabbath and despotism co-existent? It shows the
nature of human rights - adapts laws to actual wants and circumstances of men -

creates a conscience that sustains laws and qualifies men to make, as well as
obey, laws.

3. To health

By promoting cleanliness, by furnishing needful rest for body and mind -

by promoting cheerfulness and elasticity of spirits through its power to
produce a peaceful conscience - by its subduing influence over the hateful
passions of men.

4. To good morals

By keeping in sight the character of God - by unfolding the claims of His holy
law, by creating a distaste for unlawful pleasures - by creating a public sentiment
that frowns upon immorality - and, through that sentiment, causing wise and
effectual laws for the suppression of vice and crime.

5. To piety

By causing a right view of God to prevail - by constantly pouring on men's minds
those great elements of piety, the divine truths of revelation, by thus generating
all right affection toward God and man - by shadowing forth and pointing men to
the Sabbath of heaven, the rest that remaineth for the people of God.
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Therefore, the Sabbath is the friend of the nation - the family - everyman's friend,
and never fails to repay true and devoted friendship for it with the most precious
blessing for time and eternity.

An under-sheriff in l,ondon mentioning the saying of a Puritan divine, "Hem

the Sabbath well, and it will not ravel out all week": adds, "My office has enabled
me to confinn the value of the Sabbath, there being scarcely a criminal, whether
for death or minor punishment who was not daily confessing to me in Newgate,
rhat he considered his first fall, and subsequent misery, to be owing to the
riolation of that blessed day."

PREACHING - THE POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVATION

-ln this frame of mind I first visited those Indians at Crossweeksung, appre-
hending it was my indispensable duty, seeing I had heard there were a number in
rhose parts, to make some attempt for their conversion to God, though I cannot
say I had any hope of success, my spirits now being so extremely sunk. I do not
know that my hopes respecting the conversion of the Indians were ever reduced
:o so low an ebb since I had any special concern for them, as at this time. And yet
rhis was the very season that God saw fittest to begin this glorious work in! And
rhus He "ordained strength out of weakness" by making bare His mighty arm at a
rime when all hopes and human probabilities most evidently appeared to fail.
Whence I learn that it is good to follow the path of duty, though in the midst of
Jarkness and discouragement" (The Diary of David Brainerd, 1745\.

-Having no righteousness of their own to renounce, they were glad to hear of
Jesus who was a friend of publicans, and came not to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance. The first discovery of their being affected was to see the
white gutters made by their tears which plentifully fell down their black cheeks,
as they came out of the coal pits. Hundreds and hundreds of them were soon
brought under deep convictions, which, as the event proved, happily ended in a
sound and thorough conversion. The change was visible to all, though numbers
chose to impute it to anything, rather than the finger of God" (Whitefield on his
preaching to the Bristol Miners, 1739). 

.

When I began my ministry in Dundee, I had the privilege of meeting many of
those who were blessed under the preaching of the sainted Murray M'Cheyne.
One man, after the service had gone round to the vestry to see the minister, who
did not need to enquire if the visitor had got peace, it shone in his face; so he
simply asked, "How did you get it?". He answered: "All the time I've been trying
to enter in at the saint's door, but while you were speaking, I saw my mistake, and
entered in at the sinner's door" (after W. Riddell).

141
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Book Reviews
Evangelicalism Divided - A Record of the Crucial Change in the Years 1950.
2000.lain H. Murray. The Banner of Thuth TFust. pp. 342,hardback f 13.50. ISBN
0 85151 873 8.

Surveying the state of the Church in the United Kingdom, a recent convert might wondel
how the situation had come about. By the same token, the coming of the 21st century
means a history of the Church in the latter half of the past century is required. In the book
Evangelicalism Divided, readers from either angle find a work to answer their need.

Iain Murray has taken his readers through the years 1950 to 2000, covering events and
personalities which have influenced the Church in this far from glorious period. The sad
change in direction by men and movements, who in 1950 were unashamed evangelicals,
makes a solemn lesson. Yet alongside we have the steadfast position of Dr. M. Lloyd-
Jones to remind the reader not all by any means removed the ancient landmarks set by
Scripture, uncovered by Reformers and retrenched by Puritans.

The final chapter and appendices highlight the futile quest by unconverted and
misguided men for visible unity, when the converted have spiritual unity already,
regardless of churchmanship. Unity within the true Church of Jesus Christ which will be
preserved to the coming of her Head, the Lord Himself.

Extensive footnotes and index listings give added gravitas to this work. C.R.

Firm in the Faith (Student and Leader's Guide). Dennis Hustedt. Evangelical
Press. pp. 128 and 234, paperback f2.95 and f,9.95. ISBN 0 85234 4740.

Firm in the Faith echoes the Westminster Shorter Catechism taught by the Puritans (and
Covenanters) of Thomas Manton's generation. Methodical instruction of our young
people in the Reformed Faith is needed in this Millennium. Dennis Hustedt's Training
Manual for Christian Growth will help parents and church leaders to meet that need.

The Training Manual in the Leader's Guide and smaller Student's Guide shorild be used
on a one-to-one basis. The Guide has four sections, each with twelve studies and a review,
ranging from the chief end of man and Christ's offices through the Ten Commandments
to the Lord's Prayer. The decrees of God in Daniel 4 and illustrations of Faith -
"supernatural because it is saving faith, a faith that God gives him by His grace" - are
most instructive.

Within an attractive cover the material of each study is laid out clearly and succinctly
in three or four pages. Studies include a catechism question (38 from WSC), answer and
memory verse (NIV); short comment; seven textual answers; and il lustrations inWork it
Out. Some close with word searches, case studies and suggested reading.

Both leaders and students will become firm in the faith by their perusal of this Training
Manual for Christ Growth. D.L.W.

Which Way to God? PeterJeffercy. Evangelical Press. pp. 32, paperback f,8 for a
pack of l0 (discount on larger orders). ISBN 0 85234 413 9.
"ls there really a way which leads absolutely and certainly to God? Yes, there is, and this
booklet.shows you how to be sure you are on the right way." So claims the publisher's
blurb. And this booklet is a good attempt to do just that. After introducing the whole
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matter of seeking God, the author deals with four questions: Who is God? What is man?
What is sin? and Who is Jesus Christ? Most are dealt with briefly, but the section on
srn runs lo eieht pages, and tackles the subject effectively. Throughout the text there are
cnd-oote re h' -.ies to rriptural passages relevant to the matter being discussed.

Thc booUa lr fuitely pmdrc€4 with colour illustrations throughout. Its dealings
$'l L dtsl G rc-i-':r. r'ct bricf errcugh to hold the attention of a serious reader. It
l. '.llm r" : -formula conversions" by its section "Becoming a Christian".
q . Cb c ilnduel rfu wans a stock of good tracts, and who has no objection to
t \-tY. rdfutii a valuable tool. EJ.M.

fb Chritiu\ High Calling. Maurice Roberts. The Banner of Tluth Tbust.
F. alt. prpcrb*lc f,f.25. ISBN 0 E5l5l792 7.

This is an exceflent book, comprising 31 chapters, previously serialized in the Banner of
Truth magazine, and forms four sections: "The Nature of the Christian Life"; "The Struggle
of Faith"; "The Christian's Enjoyment of Grace and Glory"; and, lastly, "Faithfulness in the
\{odern Church". Each chapter is fairly short and the book is very readable, biblical, heart-
*arming, contemporary and challenging. It is not a technical book for professional
theologians, but neither is it simple. There are no footnotes, which makes it easier to read,
and the author does not quote other writers, which, I think, is no criticism in this case. The
style is quite like some of the puritans: plain and simple, but thoroughly contemporary. The
AV is quoted usefully, exclusively, but in proportion to the rest of the text.

One of the most helpful chapters in the book I found was, "The Christian and His
Fears". I quote from page 107 of this chapter: "Almost one half of the Christian's
fears arise from anxiety about yesterday's troubles. The other half arise from our anxiety
about tomorrow. Seldom do we have anxiety about what we experience now. To repel
our fears therefore we must try to live by faith in the here-and-now of our life. The past
we cannot alter; the future may never happen as we imagine. If we are to know peace we
shall need to trust in God with the certainty that He is working all things perfectly for us
(Psalm 57:2) ; '

It is well produced and its content fulfils the title. I thoroughly recommend it.
I.R.B.

Grace and its Fruils. John Calvin. Prepared by Joseph Hill. Evangelical Press.
pp.320. S9.95.

John Calvin is known and admired for his deep theological treatise and scholarly
commentaries upon the Word of God, but he was also a pastor and preacher. For a time he
led the congregation of French refugees in Strasburg, but in September 1541 settled as
pastor at St. Peter's Church in Geneva.

This book, which is included in the publisher's series Living Classics for Today,
contains a selection of sermons which Calvin preached to his congregation there on Paul's
pastoral epistles. Of the 101 sermons which were included in the first edition, published
in 1579, fifteen are included in this book. As the title suggests, sermons have been selected
with the theme of the grace of God revealed in Jesus Christ and bestowed upon His
children by the Holy Spirit.

Joseph Hil l has carefully and sensitively updated the 16th century English translation,
replacing archaic and obsolete words and phrases, without losing the essential meaning
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and flow of Calvin's own discourse. Comparison with the original edition reveals how
well this has been done. A title has been provided for each sennon and headings
introduced to enable the reader to follow the development of thought within each

discourse. Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version of the Bible.
A useful introduction relating the story of Calvin's life and times has been included, which
enhances the value of the book. If you have not attempted to read Calvin's sennons
previously, take this opportunity and make a start here. J.p.W.

Jesus is Both God and Man. Stuart Olyott. Evangelical Press. pp. 192' paperback
f6.95. ISBN 0 85234 43r 7.

As believers in Christ Jesus we are taught that our Saviour was both human and divine
and that His two natures co-exist perfectly in one Person. We accept it by faith and we
believe it and generally think of it as part of the mystery of the Godhead. But when we
look more closely into the question as to how the Son of God could assume human nature,
then this really is beyond our mortal understanding.

lnJesus is Both God and Man, Stuart Olyott has come to our rescue in a fuller way than
I have ever come across before, showing with great clarity that the divine and human
natures of Christ are not mixdd or confused in any way, but remain two pure and distinct
natures, constituting one Person for ever. He says, "The Scriptures will not permit us to
think less of Christ than we ought to think".

I enjoyed and profited from this book and would recommend it to anyone who would
enquire more deeply into this important biblical truth. The quotations are mainly from
the NKJV. T.M.B.
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possible. Renewal notices are included with this issue where appropriate. Thank you

to all readers who have subscribed regularly.
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