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Editorial
"That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled" (2 Thessalonians 2:2)

AFTER only three Sabbaths, the Apostle was forced out of Thessalonica, leaving
the infant Church to cope. Minimally taught, it was exposed to every form of
attack and danger, both from Jewish false teachers and the surrounding
immorality, persecution, and the temptations poverty brings. They knew so little
that they wrote to ask: "Are believers who have died before the Lord's return, then
lost?" They were being shaken by it all.

The idea of shaken is motion produced by wind or wave, the restless tossing of
a ship shaken off its anchorage. It means "tempest", or figuratively "exciting an
uproar", as that which had been stirred up by the Jews in Thessalonica, in Acts
17:L3, something the readers well remembered. The danger is not ln mind, but
"from your mind" or "reason" and whole mental balance, not just their
mechanism of thought.

Soon would be clearer if we added "so" in front of it. They are already being
troubled, meaning "a driving out of your wits", a chronic state of agitation. The
danger is having received a sudden jolt we remain in an upset state. Trouble and
alarm, the two-fold metaphor, are taken one from a tempest, the other from a land
battle. The two words are slightly cumulative: not just discomposure, but panic,
thrown into a state of unreasoned and frenzied confusion. What a description of
today's Church! It is behind changes in belief, acceptance into the Church of
blatant evil and new-fangled false dawns and peaces of many sorts, and of rushing
to do anything rather than keeping still and waiting on God. It can also affect each
of us personally, and does at times.
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I knew'two brothers whose minister father died suddenly. He had left the family
able to buy a house, but in the shock his mother sold up and bought a caravan
instead. Sadly, it resulted in the sons leaving home and the family breaking up.
The Church in this land has received a dreadful shock and keeps in a continual
state of agitation, brand new ideas, hasty beliefs and ill-conceived activity. The
most outwardly successful Churches are those trading on this, offering unhealthy
excitement or blinkered soothing. Unreality all ends in tears.

We believers, above all, need to set an example of patient waiting for the Lord's
coming, as the Apostle gently commands the Thessalonians to do. Faith calls far
off things near at hand, and gives a kind of presence to them. Love is ready to
endure to the end, without abandoning or growing impatient. When He comes,
and not before, all will be set right. Nowhere is this more true than of the Middle
East today. It deeply disturbs us. Remember, however, that what is happening
only reaches us by partial reporting. To view everything from such a perspective
is to fall into the trap the devil is setting, for seducers abound.

Even so. come Lord Jesus.

- a -

Has the Gospel Lost its Power?
A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and
preachJesus Christ" (Acts 5:42)

MATIY are saying to me, othe'Gospel'is not working today". Large numbers of
people in the Christian Church genuinely believe now that the day of the Gospel
is no longer with us. They say: "It is all very well that I received the Gospel, and
I know how it came to me, but it is impossible for the drug addict, for the drunks,
for those in our generation, who are alienated from God, and Church, and family
and everything else, to accept the Gospel." What is being said is that the Gospel
has lost its power to touch hearts, and sophistication in society makes it
impossible to repeat the great results of past ages.

It is that problem that I want to deal with. It is no use us occupying beautiful
buildings, unless we believe in the power of the Gospel. You know the story of
Spurgeon - it is a well-known story. A man was complaining to him and saying
that he had no results in his Church and no one converted. And Spurgeon said to
him: "Well, did you ask for someone to be converted?" The man had to admit he
never had. But the point is this, there is something more than that, because people
today are.asking for conversions - the whole Church is, and we are not seeing
them. I want to ask you this question: Has the Gospel lost its power? You see
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s<nie ffile are'sij'ing,'bnd I think there is some right in'it, that the branches,
which were broken out, are now being grafted in again - the Jews - and the
branches, the wild branches - the Gentiles - which were grafted into the olive, are
now being broken out. And if Israel's fall was our opportunity, their recovery will
be the ending of the Gentile day of opportunity. Ah! And if we fall, God is strict,
and able to make us fall never to rise again, like Churches in North Africa and
other places, whose candlestick was removed.

What are we to do about this? Is that the final answer? [t may be; I'm not a
prophet, and I don't know. I do believe sometimes that the Gospel has taken wings
from this land, and flown, because of the sheer dishonesty of what is going on.
But at the same time there are other reasons to believe that the Gospel is still with
us in power. And it is no use saying, "I'm old, and when my generation dies, the
Gospel will be gone from this land. I don't see young people replacing us, for
there are so few young people in our Churches." This cry is from all over the
Church of God - "We've got no future." I don't believe that at all. Rather, the
effect of the Gospel when it was preached by the early Church will be the same
effect as it has today.

First of all you and I have a true Gospel. I know that the Gospel changed me -
I haven't the least doubt. And you know the Gospel changed you. What a
transformation it wrought in your life! You would never have been here if it hadn't
been for the Gospel changing you. Several of this congregation would be miles
away! Well now, I grant all that. I want to build upon it, and to look at it. What I
am not saying is that every detail that happened in the early chapters of Acts must
be an exact similitude of what happens today. That is not so, and will never be.
But, I am saying that the Gospel always has certain similar effects. And its effects
in that day are its effects today. And what I want you to see is that you've got the
real Gospel in your mouth and heart, and it is producing the effects. This isn't a
putty Gospel. It's a sword, and it's doing something. I want to examine with you
exactly what it is doing, and the principles upon which it operates.

The effects of the Gospet nationally

First, on the leadershlp. What you don't see in the verse before us is that the Jews
opposed the Gospel to the absolute limit. And their great Council, which was
composed of seventy men, including the High Priest and his family, thoroughly
opposed the Gospel.

What happened to those men? Annas, the great High Priest, had five sons who
became high priests and lived to a great old age - long enough to see the tumults
raised by the Zealots bring the temple into literally a den of robbers, says
Josephus. So that all that Annas fought for all his life, was in his old age a ruin.
That is one effect of the Gospel.

Take Caiaphas, his son-in-law. He was deposed and despised, and disappears
from history. Another of them, who was probably there - John - who, with
Alexander, is spoken of in chapter 4, verse 6, ended up questioning whether he
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would ever go to heaven openly, and crying on his death bed because he doubted
if he would get there.

They suffered judicial blindness and hardening by condemning the Light, Jesus
Christ. So it is with our nation's leaders today.

Then, on the nation as a whole. What happened to the Jews was that they
opposed the Gospel, and as a nation they descended like lead in the waters. Their
nation became abhorred of men and of God. And they sinned, as we read in our
lesson, to the uttermost, and God despised them and gave them up. That is what
happened to the Jewish nation. Conquered, landless, dispersed, they revolted
more and more. In the end, do you know that the later early Church found that the
Jews had turned to what Deuteronomy forbids - magic dealing - and became
exorcists and vagabond magicians, casting spells and enchantments and selling
them in market places? They descended that low in the end.

This is exactly what is happening to us nationally. Our nation is turning to star
charts and to plain foolishness. Without mincing words, a lot of what is going on
today is sheer silly. Furthermore, their political attempts to get out of it are getting
them nowhere. And not only are they getting them nowhere fast, but they're going
downhill. They say they are prospering. I say, just look at them and all their
attempts - they are getting nowhere by them. That is because the nation is having
the Gospel presented to it, and is rejecting it. So that is a negative effect. Growing
trouble, growing lawlessness, and violence. What happened to the Jews, then, is
happening to our nation. There is a godlessness set in which is almost bottomless.
History is repeating itself.

That is an effect of the Gospel. We who preach the Gospel have the power to
shut up the heavens, and the power to open the heavens that it rains. We have the
power of the keys to shut men out of the kingdom, and to bring them into the
kingdom. And I am telling you that the very same Gospel which Peter and John
preached is today shutting men out of the kingdom. So they become guilty by
hearing the Gospel and are not helped by it, and that is the effect of the Gospel in
Acts and today - it increases godlessness; it increases judgment; it increases
people not knowing anything about God. That is a true effect of the Gospel, and
proves it is a true Gospel we preach. Do not say because we do not see the
churches fil led, the Gospel is not working. It has a terrible negative effect. It is
like a blasting blight and mildew. It is like a spiritual desert across the country.
And that's the Gospel's power - "The word of the Lord was precious (rare) in
those days." Men run to and fro, to and fro, searching for a word from the Lord,
and they never find it. That is a true effect of the Gospel, the first effect, so that
opposition is growing by degrees, and the nation is sinking and the Gospel in its
purity becoming rarer.

Nationally, there is another ffict of the Gospel, and that is on the ordinary
pcopf c. Thcy say we are crazy, but they used to honour us. Now the Gospel of
Cod has bccn a power in our land since Wesley's day - in fact, since the
Rcformation. And the phases it has been through are the following.
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.. First. the people welcome it and honour the Gospel preachers. *But the people
magnified them."That is inActs 4:13. So they bring their sick out in the streets
that even the shadow of Peter and John passing by might touch them. We have
known - not us, but our fathers (and our fathers would talk about these things
openly) - days when the churches were packed. Days when the Gospel was
greatly honoured-in the breech more than the observance, perhaps-but everyone
honoured the Gospel.

'And of the rest durst no man join himself to them." And the next phase was
that people joined themselves to the Gospel. And that happened in our land. So
then we find the greatest church attendances, both in Scotland and England, were
in the early 20th century. But, as Easter communicants rose, so the general level
in churches went down, and as the great wars occurred, so the churches sank and
sank in numbers. God makes it this way. So you see the people honoured the
Gospel, yet were afraid to join themselves to them, and gradually they turned
against. I can remember my father evangelizing on a Sunday evening outside
Greyfriars in Reading, going round all the service men and others in the cinema
queues and inviting them to church. I can remember as a child, and as a child you
may not understand a lot, but you do understand people's reactions. I could see
them getting embarrassed, and trying to avoid the question, and people changing
places in mid-queue, to get behind, so he wouldn't go near them because their
consciences were touched. Unlike today's hardened youth, they saw they were
doing wrong in being in that cinema queue that night instead of being in church,
and they were afraid of being spoken to, and I saw that as a child myself. I
remember the first holiday I had in Scotland and that was in the 1950s, and in
Mallaig a boy came to the door on the Sunday and asked us if we wanted to buy
the Sunday paper. I said, No, we never take Sunday papers, and he went red -
bright red - and went off down the road. You see, it touched his conscience. You
would not get Scots people now like that. They shop and do anything else, by and
large, on a Sunday. But what I am saying to you is, the Gospel always goes
through stages. For a start it is honoured, then mostly in the breech, and then they
turn against it. And so, the Gospel has had an effect, a wonderful effect on this
country. And every empty church with its steeple pointing skyward is having an
effect on the country in silent witness that their land once accepted the Gospel,
and now rejects it, and we are suffering the consequences. So the true Gospel has
been preached in this land, the Gospel of God. What must we say? It is that the
Gospel has succeeded, but not in the way we had hoped. That is the second thing
that must be seen in this.

The Gospel consequence of our lives on the leaders of the nation, is that they
see us as a Church against all they are doing. Thke the State of Israel. Our leaders
know that God promised the land to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob - and that rules
out Ishmael. I say they know that the land belongs to the Jews, and that they were
given it by God, and they know that they cannot finally be turned out, because
God has put them there. No one can explain how a nation remained a nation,



though scattered among the nations, when every other nation in history that has
ever had this experience has disappeared. Scattered centuries before Christ,
suffering endless horror, persecution and temptation to intermarry and lose their
identity, the Jew has come out after thousands of years, knowing his identity as a
Jew. How? It is only to be explained by the Spirit of God. And now God has
brought them home. There is no doubt, God is behind it, and the God who
preserved them has brought them home. We shall see their enemies fail and the
Jews triumph. Nations are judged by their attitude and actions to God's people.
Britain and Europe are heading for great trouble in increasingly opposing the
Jews. America has inherited a blessing.

Likewise, our leaders do not love our views on most matters. Take marriage,
divorce, homosexuality, life and abortion, for just a few. They increasingly dislike
practically everything we stand for as Christians, because they are gradually
finding that the platform of our opposition is Jesus Christ. He is the only true
Standing Place for opposition. A grocer, armed with Jesus Christ and a Bible, has
more power in his arm than the highest politician, and has the freedom to speak
his mind in a way no one else can. The smallest man, standing up with this
Gospel, has power over the greatest.

Do not ever imagine that you have not got the Gospel, or that it is not having
an effect. Just because you are not heard by most does not mean they don't know
what you stand for. I meet people who dislike me on sight, not that I have ever
given them any reason, but just because our faces and our bodies reflect Jesus
Christ. And they either love Jesus Christ, or they growingly hate Him. You cannot
get away from it. Let's take it as quite clear that our Gospel nationally is having
an effect - a hardening and downward effect. But it is not ineffective, just because
they are not coming into the churches. Remember, in each succeeding generation,
it is some obscure little group, almost unnoticed in their insignifi-cance, which
has been the one that swayed the masses in the next generation. Eclipse today is
no sign of failure tomorrow. Night precedes day.

, 114 The Gospel Magazine

Then the effects of the Gospel personally
What kind of effect is the Gospel having on us who believe? The answer is, if you
read the first few chapters of the Acts about these disciples, they had understood
practically nothing. Our Lord kept having to say, as on the Emmaus road, "0 fools
and slow of heart to believe". He "upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness
of heart". Then they were cowards, who in the crisis all forsook Him and fled. Who
could have had a better Teacher? He is the model Teacher, who created the heart
and formed it, and knows it as no other ever did. So He can speak to the heart.

So, then, this is how the Gospel affects us personally. It has a tremendous effect
on all who believe. It changes us completely, as it did those men.

Look at these same men here. They are absolutely wonderful in what they say.
They had been a terrible mess, but not now. They had been strictly ordered by the
authorities not to preach Jesus, especially that He was the Christ. Then look what
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they did. 'They ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.'They diametrically
disobeyed the authorities, utterly contradicted them, not caring, but suffered the
consequences. They did not go shooting and stabbing the Chief Priest secretly as
certain cowards have done in Northern Ireland. They are utter cowards, who do it
secretly, whereas the disciples stood up and opposed the authorities openly, and
were prepared to suffer for it like men. They had courage. The world may honour
terrorists, but what use is it having honour of men? Men are liars anyway, and
what use is there in honouring each other? Our Lord Jesus said honour from men
is "nothing". But God honours these in Acts. They did exactly what they had
been told not to do. The authorities said do not do it, and they did. When fetched
before them, they said, "We are preaching the Man you crucified and killed.
And we are preaching Him as God, Saviour, and Messiah." The authorities got
furious and because they were pierced to the heart, decided to kill them, had not
Gamaliel stepped in. He, therefore, had a good end to his life and is still honoured
by the Jews as the last of the great teachers of the Law. What a contrast with
Annas and Caiaphas!

The Holy Spirit led them into more and more suffering, increasingly through
trials, threats, imprisonments and terrible beatings, to being killed, as James and
Stephen. Here they stand, with great weals on their arms, legs and backs, and
preach Jesus, and everybody sees the marks of the Lord Jesus on them. The
Gospel changes us from glory to glory, so its power over us is real.

There is more. The Gospel absolutely mastered these men. I know a lot of
Christians who will go a certain way for Jesus. But they have a clear limit on what
they are prepared to do for Him. It goes like this: "[ have decided to follow Jesus,
to read, pray, go to church, say, once a Sunday." However, when something else
comes along, it takes precedence. Thus it is, some are mastered by the Gospel,
whilst others have a certain amount of the Gospel which they hold to more lightly.
When it suits them they follow the Gospel, and when it suits them they go a
different way to earn, to their own pleasure and recreation. What a contrast! These
men were mastered by the Gospel, and could do no other than preach. What we
have to decide is, have we taken up the Gospel, or has the Gospel mastered us?
They were constrained by the love of Christ to preach the Gospel, whatever
trouble and hatred doing so brought upon them. Wesley said that when he did not
speak of the Gospel, all honoured him, but when he stood up and preached, then
the mud and stones flew. The early Christians preached: "There is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." If they had
stopped they would have saved themselves no end of trouble. Our spiritual
ancestors on these islands gave of their blood to bring us the Gospel. They were
eaten up by the zeal of the Gospel.

The third thing about these men is that they had a very definite message, which
is in verses 30 and 31: "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and
hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a
Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And we are his
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witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to
them that obey him." It was not haphazard, nor acceptable to the hearers, but they
preached very definite things. Never despise definiteness and clarity and doctrinal
correctness. Many do today, sad to say.

In conclusion

What we must grasp is this: we are going to preach the Gospel, and our Gospel is
having an effect. It isn't the one we hoped for, and we do not know why. Has the
Gospel taken wings and gone? Have we wild branches been broken out of the
olive tree? One thing we know, the Gospel never loses its effect. If we preach like
Samuel, it says in 1 Samuel 3:19 that "the [.ord was with him, and did let none of
his words fall to the ground". So, though I speak to few in this building tonight,
and nobody can hear me outside, I fear not.

You may know the story of the old Quaker preacher in Canada, who felt God
would have him preach in a distant lumber camp, far in the backwoods. The
journey took him some three months by horse, as I remember, and when he got
there, the men had gone and the camp was empty. But as God had sent him, he
stood up amidst the deserted cabins and preached what God had given him, and
left. Years later in a Quaker meeting - you know the only sound in the hour is the
ticking of the clock, unless one feels God is laying a message on his heart, and
speaks - well, a man stood and said: "I was clearing up a lumber camp, the last
man there, when a stranger rode in. So I hid in the brush until I should see what
he was at. He stood up and preached, so I crept up, keeping myself out of sight,
and listened. God spoke to me through that man, and I was saved." Do not ever
imagine the Gospel has lost its effect. God who gave us the Gospel has not let it
lose any of its sharpness. Preach, and do not be ashamed of it, whether they will
hear. or whether thev will forbear.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

HANDS UP!

WE use our hands in so many ways to express how we feel. Can you think of any?
We shake hands when we meet someone to greet them formally with "How do

you do?"
When we say goodbye to a friend we will wave our hand in the air.
A little child crossing the road will want the security of his father's hand.
It is nice just to hold the hand of someone we love.

1
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We clap our hands together when we are hap;iy or when we want to applaud
what someone else has done.

we use our hands to write, or do crafts, or use a tool, to cary, to point. The list
goes on and on. The good uses of our hands are many and varied.

we read in the book of Acts about a lady who put her hands to good use. Dorcas
was always doing good deeds for her needy neighbours. She was good at sewing
and made coats and other clothes for widows and their children. Dorcas became
ill and died. The friends that she had helped sent for Peter the apostle. They had
heard of a sick man that he had healed. Peter came to Dorcas' room. The ladies
showed him the clothes that Dorcas had made for them. Peter put everyone else
out of the room, knelt down and prayed. He spoke to Dorcas and immediately she
sat up - completely well - fit and able to use her hands to help more people.

It is possible to use our hands for bad purposes - to steal what does not belong
to us, or to cause pain by slapping or punching.

Achan caused a great deal of trouble to himself, his family and his whole nation
by using his hands wickedly. He stole a beautiful garment, some silver and gold
from the spoils of the battle of Jericho and hid them under his tent. This was
expressly against God's commands. The nation of Israel lost the next battle.
Joshua their leader had to deal strictly with the cause of the problem. The thief
Achan and his family were destroyed - all because of using his hands wrongly.

Idleness is not commended in God's word either. Those who are idle become
poor we are told in Proverbs. "whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might," is the good advice of the Preacher in Ecclesiastes.

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing words from the verses. The initial letters of your answers will
spell out how Ecclesiastes 9:10 tells us to use our hands.

1. with your own hands, as we commanded you (1 Thessalonians
4:11 . ) .

2. O l-ord my God, if I have done this; if there be - in my hands
(Psalm 7:3).

3. And he her hand and the fever left her (Matthew 8:15).

4. And he took the damsel by the and said unto her Talitha cumi
(Mark 5:41).

5. The fool foldeth his hands (Ecclesiastes 4:5).

6. And Solomon stood before the altar of the [,ord . . . and spread forth his hands
toward (1 Kings 8:22).

7. O clap your hands, all people (Psalm 47:1).
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8.

9,

10.
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eyes wait upon the Lord our God (Psalm 123:2).

His hands full of sweet beaten small (kviticus 16:12).

They strengthened their hands for this work (Nehemiah 2:18).
{

She layeth her hands to the spindle, her hands
(Proverbs 31:19).

the distaff

his garment I shall be whole (Matthew12. She said, If I may but
9:21).

- a -

The Only Refuge of the Thoubled Soul
The All-sufficiency of Christ in the Life and Writings of

James Barry (l@L-17I9)

DAVID N. SAMUEL ,

PART 2
SERMON 2 - THIS CONCERNS THE SWEET FRUIT {

OFTHEAPPLE TREE 
I

By the fruit of Christ is to be understood, first, the unspeakable and soul saving
benefits which flow to true believers from His mediatorial work - "Who of God
is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption"
(1 Corinthians 1:30). Christ has purchased for the elect justification and
sanctification and all other good, spiritual and temporal. He is the fount of all the
graces of His people. These fruits are sweet and delightful to the believer both on
account of their source and of their nourishment. The imputation to the believer
of the perfection of Christ's graces is that which renders all his imperfect
performances acceptable and pleasing to God. "He hath made us accepted in the
beloved" (Ephesians 1:6). Our best works stand in need of the spotless
sanctification of the mediator to commend them to God. Augustine exclaimed: "O

Lord, wash Thou my tears of repentance."
Secondly, by the fruit of Christ we are to understand His words. "His mouth is

most sweet, yea, altogether lovely" (Song of Solomon 5:6). The words of Christ
are sweet because they speak to our condition. What can be more suitable to a
creature dying in the wounds given him by sin, than the glad tidings of a Saviour,
who is both willing and able to save and reconcile him to God? They are sweet

g
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also becariSe they aie seasonable. "A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in
pictures of silver" - a word in due time and place, pertinent to the purpose - so is
the Gospel to the sinner. When the word suited to a poor, tempted saint's distress
is brought home in the nick of time, as we say, how sweet it is then. The words of
Christ are sweet on account of the Holy Spirit, who must accompany them to
make them creative and regenerative words in our experience. Through Him they
have a quickening power and agency in our lives.

Thirdly, by the fruit of Christ we understand also His works. These we must
consider in order, beginning with his Incarnation, this mystery of mysteries, that
He stooped to our nature, a privilege denied to angelic nature. "He took not on
him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham" (Hebrews
2:16). This is the basis of the union between Christ and the true believers. 'As the
union between Christ's Godhead and His humanity is forever inseparable, so the
union and bond of friendship between God and believers shall never be null and
void, let Devil, world, corrupt nature, death and hell do what they can."

(2) Then, there is the work of Christ's humiliation. As God He is incapable of
being humbled. His human nature had to be assumed before He could humble
Himself. Barry maintains that Christ's joining human nature to Himself was not a
humbling of the Godhead, but rather an advancement of the creature, of human
nature far above anything that was or will be. While it was not a humbling of the
Godhead, it was nevertheless a matchless act of condescension. In what, then, did
Christ's humiliation consist? It consisted in His laying aside claim to sinless
perfection.* If He had not done so the law could not have touched Him. "Christ

was made, not born under the law" (Galatians 4:4). To be born under the law
presupposes a sinful, polluted nature. To be made under the law presupposes
Christ's voluntary act of subjecting Himself to the law of God, to keep it and to
suffer its penalties instead of the elect. He emptied Himself, robbed Himself, of
His spotless innocency. He did it Himself: it was not the act of His Father, or His
enemies. Hence His refusal to plead before Pilate, His silence before His accusers,
"He was numbered with the transgressors" (Isaiah 53:12). And this He did for the
sake of His people. As the Lord Jesus Christ could be no other way made a sinner,
but by God's imputing to Him the iniquities of the elect, to which He Himself
agreed and consented, so elect sinners can no other way be partakers of a spotless
justifying righteousness, but by God's imputing that of His own Son to them. As
all the guilt and defilement which by sin came on God's elect was imputed to, and
charged on, the Son of God; so all that meditorial righteousness, both active and
passive, which Christ performed and fulfilled to answer the law's demand, was
and is imputed to and charged on the elect, in effectual calling, for their free and
full justification from all charge of sin.

*1 Corinthians 5:21: "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin." The older commentators,
especially Luther and Calvin, make it that sin was allowed by God to become an actual experience for Him, who
had never committed it in fact. Modern commentators seek to avoid this by saying He became a sin-offering for
us. The meaning is: "He made our sins to be His" (tange). Compare Galatians 3:13. - Ed.
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Q) fhe work of Christ's death is sv,eet to the believer, for by it He took on
Himself the curse and penalty of the law. It was Luther's observation that on the
cross the two greatest potentates on earth were striving for victory; viz. the law of
God and the sinless Son of God. The law falls upon Christ, as the greatest of
transgressors. It shows Him no mercy. By His death our Lord discharged the debt
of all His people to the law Its claims are exhausted. "There is, therefore, now no
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus" (Romans 8:1). What reason has the
weakest believer to question the love of Christ who interposed Himself between
him and eternal death, or to question the love of the Father who freely gave up
His only begotten Son for that purpose?

The death of Christ is also sweet to the believer, because it deals with
indwelling sin in the heart. This is slain by the death of Christ. But let every true
believer observe, that it is not the being of indwelling sin, but its condemning and
reigning power, that we understand to be put to death by the death of Christ, so
that indwelling sin which yet remains in the believer shall never lay him open to
condemnation or keep him under its captivating power as before regeneration.

Again, the death of Christ is most sweet to the believer, because by it the curse
that was put into bodily death by sin has been taken away. "The sting of death is
sin" (1 Corinthians 15:56). This, Christ, the Surety of the believer, bore, that the
curse in death might be turned into a blessing to all the members of Christ.
Death is the greatest friend to the believer, for by it, that which praying, hearing,
and the sacraments but help to weaken, is with one stroke cut off. Thus Paul: "For

me to die is gain" (Philippians 1:21). "All things are yours; whether . . . the
world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours"
(1 Corinthians 3:21 -22).

$) fhe work of Christb glorious resurrection from the dead is most delightful
to the taste of the believer, because God's raising Him up is the actual discharge
to His Son and to all who are in Him.It is as if God says: "lt is enough; I am now
satisfied to the full; every iota and tittle of the law is by Him perfectly obeyed, both
actively and passively. I have now no more to lay to His charge, or the elect's
charge, for whom He became Surety." The oftener we chew this cud, the sweeter
the taste will be. Some consider the resurrection a dry chip from which they derive
no sweetness, because they do not understand their interest in it. But by God's
raising Christ from the dead, no sins of God's elect remain unsatisfied for, "Who

shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he
that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even
at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us" (Romans 8:33-34).

The resurrection of Christ is also the pledge to the believer of his own and of
all believers being raised, not only from a state of mortality, but also from a state
of imperfection. "Let thy faith be never so weak, this thou will find, by
cxpcricnce, that the oftener thou dost taste of this fruit of Christ's death and
rcsurrection, with application thereof to thyself, crying out believinS, 'My dear
Lord Jcsus Christ, who died to discharge the debt of my sins, and who rose again

tf
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for my justification!', the sweeter and more delightful will it be; and not only so,
but thy poor weak faith will by this means gather strength day by day."

Q) fhe glorious ascension of Christ from earth to heaven is again a fruit most
refreshing to the believe4 as it proves the complete conquest and victory of Christ,
his Surety, over all the enemies of God's elect. He ascended up on high and led
captivity captive. Thus did Christ lead the Devil, sin, curse of the law, world,
death, grave and hell captive, so that they never more can enslave or insult over
any of God's elect." "Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world" (John 16:33).
Also, by His ascension, He has entered heaven as our forerunner, that He might
represent His people spotless and blameless before the face of God. He has
entered upon the possession of the purchased inheritance, which He has
purchased for His members. The believers'life and crown are in the keeping of
Christ, to be secured for them till they arrive at heaven where He is.

(6) The intercession of Christ in heaven is most sweet to the believer Whatever
Christ prays for He most certainly obtains. "Father, I thank thee that thou hast
heard me; and I know that thou hearest me always" (John 71:41.-42). By the
intercession of Christ the peace and reconciliation procured by His meritorious
sacrifice is kept up and continued forever. The keeping up of that peace is as
necessary as the first procurement of it. As the procurement of all good for the elect
depends upon Christ's sacrifice, so the actual application of it to them depends
upon His intercession. But this intercession of Christ with the Father is no matter
of precarious entreaty, no favour or mercy, but that for which He has first paid a
price on behalf of His people. It is, therefore, a matter of equity and justice.

(7) Lastly, the work of Christ's gubernation or ruling of the world. This, as all
the rest of His works, is most sweet to the believer. "All power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth" (Matthew 28:18). "He hath put all things under his feet,
and given him to be head over all things to the church" (Ephesians 1:22). From
the Scriptures it is clear that God committed the government of all things in His
providential kingdom to Christ His Son, to be improved for the good and
advantage of God's elect. This is a high privilege and mercy, by which God's
chosen are blessed above the rest of the race, to be under the commanding power
and everlasting successful conduct of such a King. If this point were rightly
understood and applied as it should be, it would make the weakest believer as
bold as a lion. All things are subject to Christ, not only creatures, but all the
natural forces of the universe, yes, the craft and subtlety of all the Church's
enemies are subject to Him. "No fire can burn, no water drown, no thieves can
rob, no persecutors harm, without Christ." As no second cause can of itself do
good to men, so neither can it do harm.

Here, then, is the fruit indeed, for all that my Saviour is and all that He has done
is mine through my being joined to Him by faith, and the relish of it surpasses all
the world can offer. This is the feast of fat things, promised in Isaiah 25 and which
was meant by Christ Himself in those words: "For my flesh is meat indeed, and
my blood is drink indeed" (John 6:55). The believer, while he finds himself thus
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overcast with the shadow of the apple tree, and his spiritual senses sdlhspeakably
cheered and ravished with its fruit, cries out with Peter on the mount, at the
transfiguration of Christ , 

"Lard, it is good to be here ! " (Matthew 17:3). "There is
no shelter like this of the apple tree, which secures from all manner of storms, be
they inward or outward; from the devil; from the envious, wicked world; from
heart-corruption, or from God hiding His face. Neither is any fruit to be compared
to its fruit; a fruit which never fails a hungry soul which feeds on it."

Finally, some observations on this work of Barry's. Why is Christ not generally
viewed today in this light, as portrayed here, as an all-sufficient Saviour? Why are
Christians deprived of the solid comforts and strength which derive from such an
understanding of Christ's Person and Work? I suggest three reasons.

(1) Men generally do not see themselves today as sinners, nor even in the
Church is there a proper understanding of the wickedness and corruption of the
human heart. The Marxists introduced the idea of evil in the structures of society,
so that evil is objectivised. It is seen no longer in terms of human responsibility.
Men are victims, they are more sinned against than sinning. It is no longer
"politically correct" to talk of people behaving wickedly, by choice. This
thinking is reflected in worship and teaching of the institutional Churches. Sin
and the depravity of the heart are played down almost to non-existence. Man's
plight is not depicted as hopeless and desperate, "without God and without hope
in the world". The appeal is not to something essentially and fundamentally
wrong with his condition, but merely to what is adventitious or accidental; and if
he will turn to Christ, his life will be enhanced, he will find greater happiness,
fulfilment, contentment. He will be saved from meaninglessness, boredom and
frustration.

The suggestion is, that what man needs is a little assistance with life to get
things right. He will find that Christ can afford him that assistance, or
alternatively, he may find some other creed or philosophy equally helpful. This
changes the terms fundamentally from the biblical picture of Christ as the only
and all-sufficient Saviour. Only when we once again recognise the seriousness of
sin and the utter helplessness of the sinner's condition, can we appreciate the all-
sufficiency of Christ as Saviour, One to whom we must fly for refuge and succour,
not one whom we may choose in a moment of quiet reflection.

(2) The nexus between Christ and His people, the elect, has been severed by
liberal theology and modern views. Throughout Barry's work, as indeed in the
Puritans generally, we see the close relationship between Christ and the believing
soul, a relationship established not merely by faith on the side of the believer, but
more importantly by divine covenant on the side of God. "Justified in the Person
of my Surety," as Barry puts it. In biblical terms, elect believers are "quickened

together with Christ . . . raised up together with him . . . and seated together with
him in heavcnly places." The believer is en Christo - in Christ - so that he
receives of the fulness of Christ's grace. All that is Christ's is his; all the Christ
has accomplishcd the believer has accomplished in Christ. 'i

d
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Nof'this link, this union between Christ and His people, so pdilerfully set forth
in the Covenant of Grace, and tellingly illustrated here in Barry's work, is severed
by modern theology, which rejects the ideas of covenant and election. In the last
century, theologians like Mcleod Campbell and before him, R. W. Dale, sought to
construct theories of atonement which set aside the notion of Christ dying in the
place of His people and suffering the penalty of their sins. They tried to establish
the atonement on universal grounds and principles. But as Dale said at the time,
this left things a bit up in the air. What was the relationship between Christ and His
people? How can the work Christ accomplished be applied to them?

The fact of the matter is, that apart from the concept of foedus or covenant there
is no bond. The biblical understanding of priesthood (and, therefore, of Christ's
priesthood), requires that a priest act on behalf of a people, a specific people, and
that that relationship must be established from the beginning, before ever He
undertakes His priestly, vicarious work for them. Without this bond not only does
any sacrifice cease to be truly vicarious, but all the necessary concepts of
imputation, expiation and propitiation become meaningless. Dale and Campbell
and others, having destroyed the biblical framework, then turned round and railed
against it because they could make no sense of its terms, now devoid of a context.

But apart from the theoretical side, the most serious loss has been to the Church
and the believer, who by the dismantling of the relationship with Christ,
exemplified in the covenant, are now deprived of the spiritual blessings that flow
from it, and set out so well in Barry's Mystery of the Apple Tree.

(3) The third observation I have to make is this. There has been in recent years,
in evangelical circles, a separation between doctrinal and devotional teaching
and literature. It has been assumed that the doctrinal is academic and dry, and not
comforting and spiritually edifying. The late Dr. Lloyd-Jones was regarded as a
doctrinal preacher, and people used to say, you must not take a young Christian to
hear him, they would not be helped. Now where this stems from is not possible to
go into here, but it is a harmful and dangerous distinction. For the truth is that
doctrinal preaching and teaching are the most comforting teaching you can have.
The whole of this little treatise on the Mystery of the Apple Tree is doctrinal, yet
it is full of comfort and blessing to the believer. Let us not perpetuate this
misunderstanding and its baneful consequences. Rather, "Take heed . . . unto the
doctrine . . . for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee"
(l Timothy 4:1.6).

IF you will read many of the epistles of the ancient Fathers, you will find them
always writing to the people of God as "the elect". Indeed the common conversa-
tional term used among many of the churches by the primitive Christians to one
another was that of the "elect". They would often use the term to one another,
showing it was generally believed that all God's people were manifestly "elect".

C. H. Spurgeon
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"Walks and Thlks with Jesus"
Dr. D. A. DOUDNEY (former Editor of the Gospel Magazine\

THE WOMAN OF CANAAN WHO TALKED WITH JESUS

'And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts,
and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David;

my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil" (Matthew 15:22-23)
'BUT he answered her not a word."

Very strange for Jesus, who says: "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28).

Such a contradiction! Enough to dishearten any poor sinner! Ah, stay a
moment, reader. Be not too hasty in coming to a conclusion. There is something
behind all this, depend upon it. Jesus is not dumb without a purpose, be assured.
His very silence is significant.

But His disciples do not understand His movements, it is clear, for they
"besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us".

She was in earnest, you see. Oh, reader, it is a good thing to be in earnest.
Eamestness, determination, fixedness of purpose in a good cause, is of vast
moment. That was a great - zyl, and a good - saying of the patriarch, "And he
said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me": it led to the wondrous fact that
"He blessed him there"! (Genesis 32:26,29\.

" But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep ofthe house
of Israel."

Jesus speaks at last; but even then it does not seem that His disciples
understood Him; but, nevertheless, there was one who seized the opportunity -
who took advantage of the moment - to press her suit. And why this? Why was
she more urgent at this juncture than even the disciples of Jesus? Oh, it was
because she was in want! Trouble pressed hard upon her. This was the secret of
her mission, and this the ground of her so ardent appeal!

Reader, it is well to have an errand to Jesus, even though it be in the face of
some heavy trial or calamity - a something which we cannot manage, and,
therefore, are compelled to go to Him!

"Then came she, and worshipped him, saying, Lord help me."
Was this worship? Yes, real worship - the very quintessence of worship! Three

short, but mighty, words: "Lord, help me."
Peter's "Lord, save me!" and this poor woman's "Lord, help me" and the

publican's "God, be merciful to me, a sinner" and the dying thief's "Lord,

remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom", were some of the shortest,
but the best, prayers ever uttered! They took heaven by storm! They brought
Omnipotence to the aid of the suppliants! They fixed Almighty Jesus to His Word,

,i
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'Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out" (John 6:37). Each of these cries
was such that the Lord was obliged, for His Name's sake and for His oath's sake,
to hear and heed! He couldn't say, Nay! It would have been unlike Him! He could
not deny Himself!

"But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's brea[ and to
cast it to dogs."

Oh dear! did Jesas speak thus, and that, too, to a poor broken-hearted woman?
Was this like Him? Was rftis sympathy - this the tenderness of the High Priest that
can be "touched with the feeling of our infirmities" - this the mode of dealing of
Him, who "healeth the broken in heart and bindeth up their wounds"?

Reader, wait awhile! See if there be not something in the rear! Is it not a paving
the way for what is to come after? Does not this strange language imply some
strange act?

A dog! a poor woman a dog! The "despised Jesus" despising a Gentle dog!
Strange, very strange! Stay a minute, reader. Don't be too fast!

"And she said, Truth, Lord!"
Ah, reader, that's the way! - that's the true secret of approach to the throne of

grace!Admit the fact - acknowledge the sins - confess the guilt - declare the
justice of the sentence; and, in the face of all, plead for mercy!

"Truth, Lord! truth! yet!" (oh, that blessed yet!) It is a sheet anchor to the
souMt's the tear of godly sorrow! It's the plaintiveness of appeaMt's the
grasping the feet of the Judge! It's the sigh of anguish! It's the plea that won't take
"no" for an answer.

"Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters'
table."

Ah, reader, was not this, in very deed, talking with Jesus? Aye, and to what
good purpose, too!

"Then Jesus answered and said unto he4 O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto
thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour"

Reader, be it thine to "go and do likewise", whatever thy grief: however intense
thine anguish; critical and complicated as may be thy case. Be it thine, by the
blessed Spirit's own power and prompting, to beseech and entreat and importune
the self-same Almighty One for help and deliverance! Abide by that holy resolve,
"I will not let thee go, except thou bless me" (Genesis 32:26).

Wrestlers at the footstool of mercy are sure to be winners!
Who can conceive of what must have been the joy of that poor woman, "when

(as we read in Mark 7:30), she was come to her house, she found the devil gone
out, and her daughter laid upon the bed"? What a contrast! Instead of the riot, the
tumult, the defeat of every effort to subdue, to calm, to reconcile, which had so
long marked the state of things in that hapless household, there is peace, quiet, as
it were a supernatural repose!

Instead of being the subject of terror and dismay, as she drew near home, lifting
tremblingly the latch, and stepping with bated breath over the threshold, fearing
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lest her very appearance should give occasion to a fresh outburst of the Satanic
influence under which her daughter had so long been held; borne up and cheered
and comforted by her walk and talk with Jesus, she calmly and expectantly returns
to her home. there to behold the wonders He had wrousht!

"Behold the throne of grace, .l
The promise calls me near:
There Jesus shows a smiling face,
And waits to answer prayer.

Beyond thine utmost wants,
His love and power can bless:
To those who seek His face He grants
More than they can express."

(John Newton)

- a -
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Comfort for Thoubled Hearts
STAN K. EVERS (Potton, Beds)

"Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me"
(John 14:1)

THESE were the words of the Lord Jesus Christ to His distressed disciples. News
of His imminent death filled their hearts with sorrow. What comfort does the
Saviour offer His dear friends? He says, "I will come again". Christ spoke of two
comings in John 14 - His coming through His Holy Spirit soon after His death
and His coming in person at the end of the world

1. 'I WILL COME AGAIN' BY MY SPIRIT ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST

The Lord Jesus spoke about the coming of the Holy Spirit in John 14:18: "I will
not leave you comfortless: I will come to you". The disciples felt that Christ's
departure would leave them like abandoned orphans. Who would love and care
for them? Who would give them advice and counsel?

The Comforter
Jesus promised His agitated friends "another Comforter" (verse 16). The word
"another" means the Comforter is a divine Person: the same as the Lord Jesus vet
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invisible and therefore not restricted to one place or to one period of time. God
rhe Holy Spirit would be with believers and live in them forever (verses rc-fT.

The Greek word translated as "Comforter" means "one who comes alongside
ro help". The Holy Spirit comes alongside mournful Christians to give succour
and support. This same word is translated as "Advocate" in 1 John 2:1: "We have
rn advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." The Holy Spirit consoles
rroubled believers on earth and Jesus Christ, our Advocate, speaks as the
representative of sinful and sorrowful Christians in heaven. The Father listens to
rhe Advocate because He is "righteous" and because He died an atoning death
lverse 2).

The Holy Spirit is not only the Comforter, He is also "the Spirit of truth" (John
14:17). Believers are unsettled by false teaching, therefore they need "the Spirit
of truth" to guard them from error and to teach them truth.

The Spirit of truth

Christ promised that "the Spirit of truth" would guide the apostles "into all truth"
f John 16:13).The fulfilment of that promise was the Spirit of truth directing the
apostles to write the inerrant Scriptures. The Spirit of truth now instructs believers
and soothes their distraught hearts through the pages of the Bible, God's Word.
Neglect of God's Word deprives our souls of comfort.

4 home

Twice in John 14, the Lord Jesus Christ spoke about a home. He promised a future
home (verses 2-3) and spoke about a present home (verse 23).T\e future home is
heaven and the present home is the heart of the Christian. "If a man love me, he
will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him" (verse 23). Those who love Christ do what He
says. Those who love and obey Christ experience the eternal and unchanging love
of God the Father. Furthermore, those who obey Christ have the Father and the
Son living in their hearts.

The word "abode" indicates a permanent residence (verse 23).T\e Father and
the Son take up eternal residence in the house of the soul. The heart becomes the
temple of the Father and the Son through the presence of the Holy Spirit.

Pause and think of the implications of God - the perfect Father, the sinless Son
and the Holy Spirit - living in the heart! Each Person sees every thought and
every action! Each Person is near at hand to reassure the troubled heart!

2. "IWILLCOME AGAIN" AT THE END OF THE WORLD

Jesus Christ promised the Holy Spirit's coming, a few weeks after His death, and
His own personal coming in the unknown future. "I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also" (John 14:3).
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uPresent with the Lord"
What happens to believers who die before Christ's return? Jesus'words to the
penitent thief answer the question: "Today shalt thou be with me in paradise"
(Luke 23:43). The word "paradise" depicts heaven as a beautiful garden, more
wonderful than Eden, a place where no sin or solrow will gain entrance and a
world of perfection and joy.

Turning to the letters of the apostle Paul, we learn that "to die is gain" because
when we are "absent from the body" we are immediately "present with the [,ord"
(Philippians l:21,; 2 Corinthians 5:8).

Once in heaven we will see our precious Saviour - "I will receive you to
myself'(verse 3). Why should death frighten us? It will take us directly into the
presence of the Good Shepherd who gave His life for us and who has cared for
us throughout our life on earth. We ought to notice also the certainty of Jesus'
promise, "I will come again and receive you to myself'. He never lies and He
never fails believers.

How can we be sure of a welcome into the 'many mansions"? The answer
comes in Jesus'statement in John 14:6: "lam the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father but by me." He alone is the path that leads to
acceptance with God now and to heaven at death. It is a path opened by the
shedding of His blood on the cross. He is the truth because He speaks with
authority about what heaven is like and how to reach that destination. Authentic
religion and reliable truth are found in Christ alone. He is also the source of
physical and spiritual life. He who brought Lazarus back from the dead (John 11)
gives spiritual life to those who are "dead in trespasses and sins" (Ephesians 2:1).
Have you come in repentance and faith to the Lord Jesus Christ? If not, then
heaven's door is closed to you and hell's door will open for you at death.

A glorious future
We have a glorious future! Meanwhile, we struggle with indwelling sin and we
cope with suffering. But we are not alone; the divine Comforter is at our side until
God wipes all tears from our eyes forever! (RevelationT:17).

In the opening verses ofJohn 14 Jesus is looking beyond death to his return at
the end of the world. Then our resurrected bodies will be reunited with our souls.
Whether our bodies are alive or dead at Christ's coming is not really important
because our bodies will be instantly changed and then we "shall . . . ever be with
the Lord" (see 1 Thessalonians 4:'1.6-17).

A picture of heaven
Jesus uses a delightful picture of heaven in John 14 to console his anxious
disciples. Christians with sad hearts have drawn rich solace from this illustration
ever since! Jesus depicts heaven as a vast home with many rooms. "In my Father's
house are many mansions" (verse 2). A house speaks of permanence and stability;
it is not a tent which can easilv be blown down by the wind. A house is not
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coltst[htly moved about like a tent. In this house of 'nrany ilransions" there is
room for all who repent of their sins and ask God for pardon. John in his vision
on the isle of Patmos saw "a great multitude, which no man could number, of all
nations and tribes, and kindreds, and people and tongues, stood before the throne,
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands"
(Revelation 7:9). The "white robes" and "palms" indicate purity and praise. The
key into the "many mansions" is in the shape of a bloodstained cross on which the
lamb died as our substitute.

How the troubled hearts of Jesus'friends must have rejoiced to hear Him say
'I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to myself'
(verse 3). There is a special place for every one of God's children in heaven; we
are not dealt with as a mass of people who are merely numbers on a computer.
Our sins and our sorrows will not keep us out of heaven.

- a -

George Barrs
THE MAN WITH A MESSAGE FROM GOD - PART 3

J. E. NORTH

orr)
I WANT to move very quickly to the latter end of his life. How did this man die?
It is in that area that we can tell the reality of a man's religion. Words that J. C.
Philpot wrote in respect of John Warburton are equally applicable here. "In life he
(that is, John Warburton) stuck by a feeling religion and in death a feeling religion
stuck by him." In life and ministry George Barrs stuck by a Covenant,
Experimental, Feeling Salvation and in death these things stuck by him.

1840 commenced with his writing in his journal that he rode to church with
great difficulty and that he was unable to articulate because of the pain he
suffered. He preached from 2 Corinthians 4:16: "But though our outward man
perish, yet the inward is renewed day by day." This was to be the last time that he
preached in the parish church. After preaching he conducted the ordinance of the
l,ord's Supper. "The impression that it was the last time we should be partakers
together of the communion of the body and blood of Christ in this ordinance much
affected me," he wrote in his journal. "When all was over I bade a silent adieu to
the guests and the place; and rode home, quite exhausted and broken down in
bodily strength." He was not to be able to attend public worship again until Easter
when he was again able to partake in the administration of the ordinance.
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His final sennon was preached at the annual meeting of the trustees of Reddal
Hill School on 24th June, 1840, when he was able to preach from the text
I Timothy L:5: "Now the end of the commandment is love, out of a pure heart,
and a good conscience, and faith unfeigned." His outline being firstly, the
commandment, secondly, the end of it, thirdly, whence that end is attained, or
proceeds. He then, as was his habit, recounts the general outline of the selmon.
The final entry in his journal is dated 25th June.

"To all," says his biographer, as George Barrs approached death, "it was
sufficiently apparent that a calm, solid, heavenly peace filled his soul; and, that in
patience and faith, he waited the solemn moment which was to usher his spirit,
when separate from the flesh, into the tremendous presence of the Almighty
Judge." He expressed to a friend that he longed for the happy hour of his
dismissal. "He knew and felt, and the Spirit bore witness with his spirit, that all
those sins were borne by Christ, in His own body on the tree, and the guilt of them
all washed away in His atoning blood; and that clad in the wedding garment . . .
the Imputed Righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, he stood complete in Him."

The 26th August was his final day upon earth. He died without a struggle or
groan at ten-fifteen in the evening to be "absent from the body, present with the
Lord". The funeral took place the following Wednesday conducted by the Vicar of
Clent with Rowley - there had by then been a change in vicar, one who was
not opposed to him as had been the vicar when George Barrs was installed as
curate of Rowley. He was buried within the precincts of the new church which
was then in the process of construction. The simple tombstone has the following
inscription:

Waiting the coming of the
LORD JESUS CHRIST,

IN A VAUUT UNDERNEATTI,
REST THE REMAINS OF THE
REV. GEORGE BARRS, A.M.,

OF MAG. COL. CAM..
FORTY YEARS

CURATE OF THIS PARISH;
AND AT THE CLOSE OF A LIFE

OF PERSEVERING EFFORT
THE HONOURED INSTRUMENT

OF REBUILDING, AND ENLARGING THIS CHURCH.
HE WAS BORN AT CALDECOTE, AUGUST 3OTH,177I;

AND DIED AT HADEN HILL, AUGUST 26TH,1840.

"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,

of whom I am chief."
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t want now to try and appraise the ministry of this
headings:

1. His preaching
2. His pastoral concern
3. His Protestantism
4. His politics
5. His praise
6. His posterity

I. His Preaching

His son, Frederick tells us that "not more than thirty of my father's earlier
s€rnons, written at length, are in existence; indeed from the very first, he
occasionally preached without the aid even of a note". However, in his published
journal he often mentions the texts upon which he preached and gives us the
outline of his sermon. Four sennons from the early days of his ministry at Rowley
were published in the Memoir. The outlines and the published sernons display
that his preaching was both doctrinal and experimental.

His doctrine was clearly Calvinistic. He poured scorn on those who held to
the Arminian system of theology. He gloried in the doctrines of grace. He gloried
in God's covenant of everlasting grace. Listen to the following extracts from
his journal:

On Calvinism
1st January, 1810 - I can now, with heart-felt satisfaction, and without the
smallest degree of hesitation, subscribe to the doctrines of everlasting
love; etemal, unconditional, election, the everlasting covenant between
the Aleim (Hebrew for the LORD of Hosts), for the salvation of all their
chosen; the completed salvation by Jesus Christ; free justification by
his imputed righteousness; the Divine and invincible agency of the
Holy Spirit on the soul in the work of conversion, moulding it into the
Divine likeness, preserving it unto the end, and conveying to it spiritual
nourishment and comfort; the total insufficiency of man; the absolute
imperfection and defilement of all human performances; the impossibility
of being saved but by being regenerated and made experimentally
acquainted with the three Divine persons in their official capacities of
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. . . .

OnArminianism
1st May, 1808 -This text (John 15:2, "Every branch in me that beareth
not fruit he taketh away") is often produced by the Arminians for the
purpose of confirming their mistaken notion, that a real believer may
finally perish. The notion is evidently the offspring of pride and self-
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' ' sufficiency. It betrays 
'a 

supp&ed power of self-preservation and
cherishes the leaven of conditional grace. And I am clearly of the opinion
that it has no advocates but such as are unwilling to be saved entirely by
Jesus Christ. However, this text is far enough from even seeming to
countenance a notion so gloomy to the sinner who is born of the Spirit,
and so dishonourable to Jehovah. Men may pretend that they are in
Christ, but if that be the case he also is in them, and they must bring forth
much fruit; such branches shall never be taken away; but the great
Husbandman will purge and make them more fruitful. But where such
pretensions are mere outside work, these self-created branches are
nominally in Christ, yet not really so, neither is he in them: of course they
will be taken away, not dis-united, or broken off from him, for they were
never made one with him; but removed from their pretensions and
hypocrisy, to receive the just demerit of their own beloved deceivings. All
this is very plain when the first six verses of this chapter are understood.

On Experimental Salvation
8th October, 1820 - Speaking of believing on Jesus Christ in the morning
discourse, I took occasion to state the difference between merely
crediting the gospel statements, and receiving the substance of those
statements into the heart or soul. This latter I denominated believing on
Jesus Christ, because then only it is that the soul relies on him, flies to
him for refuge, and trusts in him for the whole of salvation. The effects
of such believing will be of a holy nature.

On the Covenant of Grace
18th March, 1827 - I was led to this passage (2 Samuel 23:5, "Yet he
hath made with me an everlasting covenant ordered in all things and
sure.") . . . The blood of Christ is the purification of souls. Here is a
reference to the covenant; but it was not made with David, for how could
a creature be a covenanter with the Creator? The Covenanters are the
Divine Three . . . they made the covenant on behalf of their chosen.

His son sums up the whole of his preaching as follows: "He ascended the
pulpit, not in his own strength, not to perform an irksome task . . . [not to] read a
pre-composed piece of dry formality, in which neither the hearts nor affections of
the performer nor spectators are engaged! No, nor yet to call upon dead sinners to
quicken their own dead souls, nor to puff up proud self-righteous sinners by
telling them, that God stands looking, and longing, and wishing to save them, if
they, magnificent worms of earth, will but allow the 'God of the spirits of all
flesh'to fulfil the counsels of His own sovereign will with respect to them! but
faithfully and fearlessly to preach the 'whole' counsel of God, to proclaim the
only way of salvation for lost sinners, and simply to point to Him who says, 'I am
the wav. the truth and the life.' '
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'Offers of grace is a very ambiguous expression. If it means,' says George
Bans himself. "that the favour of God is offered to men. under circumstances
rn which it is entirely optional whether they will avail themselves of it or not, I
:hould say, no such offer was ever made."

2. His Pastoral Concern

Examples could be given from his journal how George Barrs dealt with members
of his congregation. I would just highlight two things that he did. Firstly he
preached consecutively through various books of the Scriptures in which he
covered the salient points of doctrine and Christian experience. He preached, for
Instance, 109 sermons on Galatians in which he dealt with the position of the law,
rhe believer's conduct. holiness etc. The other item I would mention is that he was
not aloof from his congregation. He invited members of the congregation to bring
rheir questions to his notice in order that he might preach about them to the good
of the whole congregation. Of course, he had certain rules that had to be followed
hut this was to prevent frivolity and time wasters. Again, this was in the time
honoured manner of the Puritans who would preach on their cases of conscience.

3. His Protestantism

George Barrs was a High Church Anglican. He was not Puseyite. He was not an
Anglo-Catholic. He lived and ministered before those deceivers were in the
Church of England. He was a son of the Church of England and lived and died
within her pale and regarded her as the very epitome of Christ's Church. As such
he was a Protestant. He rejected the very idea of the doctrine of the mass. He, as
a faithful son and minister of the Church of England accepted both Article 28 (Of
the Lord's Supper) and Article 31 (Of the One Oblation of Christ) of that Church
in which it is stated that transubstantiation "is repugnant to the plain words of
scripture", and that "the sacrifices of Masses . . . were blasphemous fables, and
dangerous deceits". In his journal he makes reference to the Popish doctrine of the
mass calling it a nonsense.

When preaching from Galatians 4:24,25 on 18th August, 1838, he says:

If we admit the expression of Christ, "This is my body", to be intended
literally, then why not take literally the expression in the text, "This Agar
is Mount Sinai in Arabia"? As well may that woman be literally the
mountain upon which the law was given, as the bread be literally the
body, blood, and bones of Jesus Christ. . . . For me it is quite sufficient,
that the bread, in the Sacrament, is a symbol of Christ's body, and that
Agar was a figure of the law.

Again, on 12th May, 1839, he preached from Hebrews 10:12, 13 and says:

: This sweeps away the whole doctrine and doings of the Popish Mass, and
proves it to be nothing better than a blasphemous and a damning device
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"g.-s'"- of hell, to uphold a system, which, if embraced and followrid, inevitably
leads to everlasting perdition.

And we note that the doctrine of the mass is still the central doctrine of the Church
of Rome. It has not changed in this respect one whit.

George Barrs opposed the Catholic Emancipation Act which was passed in
1829. Ever thereafter he preached a monthly serrnon upon Protestant subjects and
against the Church of Rome. He preached an extensive series of sermons from the
Book of the Revelation in which he clearly identified Rome as the Babylon of the
Apocalypse. Numerous, in his journals, are the outlines of those sernons.

It was a great consolation to him that during his time at Rowley Regis there was
never a Roman Catholic Chapel erected.

4. His Politics

I am not concerned here with what are called "Party Politics" but how his
Calvinistic outlook affected his outlook on national life. As I said earlier, George
Barrs was a High Church Anglican. He was, therefore, most concerned with
any event or Act of Parliament which he considered to be in conflict with the
Protestant nature of the constitution of the United Kingdom.

He not only opposed the Catholic Emancipation Act, but he also opposed the
Great Reform Bill of 1832. Looking back over 170 years we would perhaps
consider that his opposition was misplaced. Who, for instance, could justify the
maintaining of the Rotten Boroughs and not welcome an extension of suffrage?
But there was more to the Reform Bill than that. Tithes were abolished, the
University of London which did not restrict admission to communicant members
of the Church of England was established, the power of the House of l,ords was
under attack. The whole of the Protestant Church of England Establishment
seemed to be under threat. He, along with many other Anglican Clergy, opposed
the Reform Bill. What would it lead to? They had seen the repeal of the Test and
Corporation Act in 1828. They had seen the Catholic Emancipation Act in 1829.
They had seen the establishment and funding of a Roman Catholic Seminary at
Maynooth near Dublin by the Irish Parliament in 1795 which was later to be
permanently endowed by the British Government. What was coming next?
Opposition was therefore called for.

When preaching from I Peter 5:8, 9, "Your adversary the devil", etc., he said:

My object was to show, in various instances, how Satan seeks to destroy
souls. For this purpose, his numerous devices on the subject of religion
were adverted to. . . . The impositions, frauds, cheats extortions &c
practised in trade and commerce were brought forward, nor were political
evils which have produced revolutions abroad, and threaten similar

'results in our own country, overlooked. . . . The murmuring, insubordina-
tion, and clamour, for what is called reform (but which actually means
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revolution), now heard from one end of the land to the other were noticed.
By all such means, Satan seeks to deceive and destroy souls.

But having said all this, Barrs was a loyal subject. He abhorred and lamented
the assassination of the then Prime Minister, Spencer Percival, by Bellingham in
1812, preaching from Genesis 49:6, "O my soul come not thou into their secret;
unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for in their anger they slew
a man", on May 24th.

I came, he says, to speak of the times. But I thought I discerned in some
. . . an air of disdain. . . . Whoever approved, or disapproved, I know not.
I spoke what I judged to be the real facts.

On the accession of Victoria to the throne on 20th June, L837 (William IV had
died on that day muttering "The Church, The Church"), he records that his desire
for the youthful Queen Victoria was that she "may be a follower of young Josiah,
and purge away all the abominations, in all lands belonging to Great Britain; and
cause all that are found in those lands to serve the Inrd God of Hosts."

5. His Praise

Frequently his journal tells us that he read prayers and preached. He followed
services in the Book of Common Prayen As was the custom in those days he
would conduct the Liturgy from the desk dressed in a surplice and then preach in
his black degree gown. The normal practice of the Church of England was to sing
Psalms. He introduced the singing of hymns into Rowley Parish Church. I just
want to quote one of the many hymns that he composed. Many of them were
composed for Sunday School Anniversaries. Alas, none seem to have ever found
their way into any of the Free Grace hymn books, and in these days of
Charismatic doggerel they are not likely ever to be used in public worship.

"Once more, tr tune my voice to praise,
Once more, my tribute bring,
To Him who fills the throne of light,
Where hosts of seraphs sing.

And will He hear, and will He own
The artless notes I raise;
For if He deigns t'inspire a soul,
He deigns t'accept the praise.

My wond'ring thoughts retrace His deeds,
Ere worlds began to move;
His sov'reign choice, His plan to save
The children of His love.



136 The Gospel Magazine

And since He built my breathing frame, i-" i '

How kind His dealings are!
I'm taught while young; though poor I've friends
He makes my life His care.

But most Iprize the Gospel's sound;
By this the Saviour's known:
When He gives faith to trust the Word,
That Saviour is mine own.

Be He the portion of my youth,
The hope of growing years;
My stay, when life declines in age,
The solace of my fears."

6. His Posterity

What happened after his death?
As I said at the beginning of this article, George Barrs is credited as being the

founding father of the Strict Baptist congregations that were to spring up in the
Rowley Regis and Old Hill area of Staffordshire. In his History of the Strict
Baptist Chapels of England, Ralph Chambers tells us that George Barrs was a
"warm advocate for Scripture searching". Two of those who were members of the
congregation of St. Giles Church were a Daniel Matthews and a Joseph Smith.
They listened to George Barrs'sernons on Infant Baptism and by searching the
Scriptures on their own became convinced in their own minds of Believer's
Baptism. This lead to a separation from the Church of England and eventually to
the formation of the congregations which became Strict Baptist churches. They
saw eye to eye with Barrs on the grand Scriptural truths of Covenant Redemption
but could not agree with his position on baptism.

Within the Church of England, Alfred Dye, writing in the Christianb Pathway
in 1912, tells us, Rowley Regis was "favoured with an able godly, sound
clergyman for a few years, but since his death there has been no soundness, and
since I came here, in 1888, there have been four vicars, and all rather Ritualistic,
and but few worshippers. And remarkably enough, nearly all who love and adhere
to the doctrines of grace the Rev. G. Barrs preached are Strict Baptists." He also
goes on to say that "there is a good, firm, Protestant [,ow Church clergyman at
Trinity Church, Old Hill, where many hundreds attend". This would have been the
Rev. James Ormiston. He it was who wrote the preface to the second edition of
Barr's Memoir. George Rose speaks in his autobiography, Remembered Mercies
Recorded, of his mother attending this man's ministry at Old Hill Church. He was
a faithful Calvinist warrior who was to later become the editor of the English
Churchman - a paper he purchased from the Anglo-catholic wing of the Church
of England. He was also the editor of the Gospel Magazine, succeeding D. A.
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Doudney and George Cowell in 1895. Both of these papers continue as Protestant
and Calvinistic journals.

How then can we sum up the Life and Ministry of George Barrs? I feel I can
do no better than conclude with the following quotation from James Ormiston in
his preface to the Memoir of George Barrs:

He (that is, George Barrs) was richly owned unto the awakening of
sinners and the establishing of believers. In these days, when "Christians"
are made and unmade by "the will of the flesh" and "the will of man", it
is no ordinary proof of a sound work of regenerating grace to find souls
that have stood in the "Old Paths" for forty years upwards. The writer of
this preface ... has frequent opportunities of observing the permanent
results of that uncompromising Gospel and Protestant witness which
characterised the pulpit of the old Parish Church. . . . Romanism,
Socinianism, and Arminianism, those three chief delusions of Satan
against which he so unweariedly lifted his powerful voice, have ever
found the soil of his parish uncongenial to their growth. Thus his
Scriptural method of both preaching Christ and opposing Antichrist has
openly received the seal of his divine Master's approval. Thus to, the
Lord encourages those who still are found in the ranks of the Church
militant to follow his courageous example.

Exceeding Great Joy
G. F. H. HALL (Stafford)

"When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy"(Matthew 2:10)

THIS sentence keeps ringing in my head. The sheer strength of the emphasis
alone is enough to make the words stick in the mind. The wise men were not
merely "joyful", it was something more than that - they had "great joy". Then a
further step beyond that: "exceeding great joy", rising to a climax of "rejoiced
with exceeding great joy".

Something quite exceptional had occurred in their lives, and it was this: they
were now absolutely certain that they were on the right road. They were being led
to Jesus. Up to now their journey had been one of inquiry; now it was a certainty.
They had followed the star for many weeks from their own land until they reached
Jerusalem, and then the trail went cold. They had to ask, "Where is he that is born
King of the Jews?" They have been told the road to take and directly they set out
they saw the star again, the same one that had led them to Jerusalem now went
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before them to Bethlehem. What were they going to do in Bethlehem? Were they
going to just see Jesus, present their gifts, make a few congratulatory remarks and
that was it? Verse 2 of this chapter tells us their real purpose: '(we) . . . are come
to worship him." That is something we should always ask ourselves as we go to
church: Are we going in order to worship Him?

I expect most of us have been lost before when out walking or driving. We have
turned and twisted and tried to spot a familiar landmark or road sign, but there is
nothing. After looking at the map again and again we see that landmark or sign
pointing to our destination. Immediately a feeling of great relief floods through
us - we'll be home before dark, or we'll be in time for that job interview, or we
won't be late for that invitation and keep our host and hostess waiting. We now
know with absolute certainty that we are on the right road. The rough patches on
the way, the thorny hedges, the streams and steep banks, or if we are driving, the
crossroads and roundabouts and the traffic from all directions - these things no
longer matter; we know we are going in the right direction. Nothing else but that
matters; we are warmed with joyous relief. That's certainly my experience.

One of the oldest ways of portraying the Christian life is to liken it to a joumey.
The Bible often uses the metaphor of walking to describe a godly life. "Whoso

walketh uprightly shall be saved" (Proverbs 28:18); " . . . and what doth the Lord
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God?" (Micah 6:8); "And this is love, that we walk after his commandments"
(2 John 6). And so we could go on. When we walk we have a definite destination
and purpose in mind, otherwise it is just pointless meandering. One of the most
famous English books of all time, John Bunyan's The Pilgrimb Progress,
describes Christian's life as a walk, and in the few words in which Bunyan
explains his title he says: "The Pilgrim's Progress from this world to that which
is to come, showing the manner of his setting out, his dangerous joumey, and safe
arrival at the desired country." It is like a line: it has a beginning (his setting out),
a middle (his dangerous journey), and an end (his safe arrival). O, pity the poor
Hindu or Buddhist, and probably others, who look upon life as being like a wheel,
reincarnation time after time after time in the vague hope that they will reach their
idea of heaven.

But it is the "rejoicing with exceeding great joy" that I want to think about. I
want to consider our attitude to the journey of life, rather than the journey itself.
May I put a question, one that we should face head-on? It is this: Are we walking
on our journey of living a Christian life with joy in our hearts? Or is it, frankly, a
drag? If the whole thing is a drag, then I suggest that there is something wrong in
our approach that we need to consider very seriously. Perhaps we are trying to do
things in our own strength, whereas we are told " . . . it is God that worketh in
you, both to will and to do of his good pleasure" (Philippians 2:13). Of course we
all have times when we feel low for one reason or another. and God well knows
this because He understands our innermost thoughts and feelings. But that is not
to say that we should allow a joyless gloom to be a permanent part of our outlook.
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The Bible speaks of rejoicing and joy and joyousness just short of five hundred
times, and the Bible does not waste words. So when it says that the wise men
" . . . rejoiced with exceeding great joy" it is not just a throwaway expression used
to dress up the Christmas story and give it a bit of seasonal flavour. It is an actual
experience. Those wise men actually rejoiced. How they did so we are not told; it
may be that their conversation as they journeyed along was filled with the wonder
of the star leading them to Jesus. In whatever way they expressed their joy, it
would not have been merely a show of outward emotion. It was joy within them,
not a short-lived effervescence like bubbles in a fizzy drink that go flat after a
while. When we have to go out on a cold night, especially if we are taking
children with us to help with a job, we have a mug of good warming cocoa, not a
bottle of pop. Like the wise men, the Christian needs a warming and sustaining
joy that gives strength to continue the journey.

Am I painting a glowing picture to help us get through the dark days of mid-
winter? How can I know about this Christian joy? t.et me pick just two examples
out of those nearly five hundred mentions of joy in the Bible. First, what the Lord
Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:11,12): "Blessed are ye, when
men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against
vou falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward
in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you." lt sounds
a strange idea for people to rejoice when they are insulted and have lying
accusations made against them, but that is what our lnrd said and we can trust
Him absolutely. In fact, that trust in Him forms part of our joy. There cannot be
anything superficial about joy in the circumstances He describes; it would have to
be a joy firmly seated on deep conviction that they were doing God's will, in other
words that they were travelling the right road.

The second example bears out our Lord's words exactly -Acts 13:52: "And the
disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost." Why? What had
happened? This, in brief, is what had happened to them: the apostle Paul had
preached a powerful sermon and had drawn many to follow Christ and the next
week had drawn an even bigger congregation, Acts 13:44, 45; "And the next
Sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God. But
when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against
those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming."

In verses 50-52 we are told the outcomei "But the Jews stirred up the devout
and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution
against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts. But they shook
off the dust of their feet against them, and came unto lconium. And the disciples
were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost. " Notice joy and the Holy Spirit -

they go together, one is part of the other and explains the expression "ioy in the
Lord" that we find.

This being ' . . . filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost" answers another
question that arises. When we hear about people having all this joy, it is natural to
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ask how we can get it. After all, when we look around there is nothing much to be
joyful about - Afghanistan in turmoil, Argentina in bankruptcy, Africa in the grip
of AIDS, and in our land child murder and rising crime, publicly paraded filth
wherever you look, dishonesty in daily dealings and attempts to undermine our
constitution. It would be nice to have some joy, but where do we get it?

That's the wrong question; joy is not like goods that we can buy in the January
sales, it's a fruit of the Spirit. "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace. . . "

(Galatians 5:22). Note the progression of those first three: love - God first loved
us and His love gives us the will and the enabling power to love Him and we show
our love to Him by obeying His commandment to love our fellow men; this
results in our being filled with joy because we know we are on the right road, the
road of obedience, this in turn leads to a deep peace flowing into our whole
being - we have the assurance of what's at the end of that road: entry into the
presence of God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So we see that we cannot get this
joy, it's a gift or fruit of the Spirit. Look at it like this: when a man tells you he is
a fruit grower, what he means is that he plants and tends the trees and keeps the
soil around them clean of weeds. The tending and cleaning is his work, but the
actual growth of the fruit is in God's hands. Likewise joy is given to us as one of
the fruits of the Spirit; but it will only be given to us if the soil of our heart is
cleansed ready to receive it.

Let us suppose then that we have this gift of joy, but what is the practical use
of it, what are we to do with it? Gifts are not given to Christians just to carry
around like a flower in the buttonhole. Are we meant to have a permanent grin on
our faces? No, surely not. A pleasant countenance and a friendly smile are always
welcome, but an empty grin, no thanks. Should we be always jokey? There's
nothing wrong with a good clean joke, especially if it 's against ourselves, but a
hardened attitude of making a joke out of everything is not the same as Christian
joy. I met a man recently who seemed to regard everything in the world as a bad
joke played on us, whether in politics, business and a host of other things. He said
of life in general that he thought it a cosmic joke. As we parted I said that I hoped
he was not banking on life being just a cosmic joke. I didn't catch his reply, but I
don't think he saw my point. There are many ways that joy can be shown in a
Christian's life, but I will choose what is perhaps the most obvious one. What is
your first natural reaction when you find something you have been searching for
high and low? Why, surely it 's joy! You may have found just the right present for
a special person, or a letter from a loved one tucked away at the bottom of a
drawer or you have heard some wonderful news from friend or family - whatever
it is you are filled with joy. Your joy spills over and you feel an urge to share it
with others. That's the description that our Lord gave of the man who found the
one missing sheep, or the woman who lost a silver coin and swept the house until
she found it. She went out and called her friends and neighbours to hear the good
news, and this is what Jesus had her say: "Rejoice with me; for I have found the
piece which I had lost" (Luke 15:9).
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Do you, do I, feel so full of joy that we are on the right road to seeing Jesus that
we have an urge, a burden, to share our good news with others? If so, the
opportunity is always around us and will be with us even more in the summer
months when we reach out to lost sheep to bring them to come and worship the
L,ord Jesus.

Christian joy is not a fading joy; it doesn't depend on the circumstances of the
moment; it's a fruit of the Spirit that should be always with us. "Rejoice in the
Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice " (Philippians 4:4). Christian joy is a lasting,
sustaining joy. As our lnrd prepared His disciples for His death He told them:
"Andye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, andyour heart shall
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you" (John 76:22). If we are His
disciples that promise of joy can be ours too, for just look who made it. Amen.

- t -

Book Reviews
One Life - Video and Booklet 25mins. pp. 16. Viz-a-Viz, Dobson House, Bentalts, Basildon,
Essex SS14 3BX.

This video comes with a booklet which gives you an instant indication of what the video will
contain. A reason to believe in "God" rather than "Nothing" is approached from two angles. A
nanation of facts and figures about the incredible make-up of the human body and wonders of
creation, is interspersed with the train journey of one man to his father's grave. This gives the latter
the opportunity to reflect on his life so far. The link is frankly irritating and predictable, and the
narration misses a great opportunity to present the Gospel. There was one mention of God and one
reference to Jesus in the form of a written portion of Scripture at the very end. (This alongside a
quote from a Beatle's song when we are told that all we really need is love!) There was no mention
of man's sin and need of repentance, nor any warning of the ultimate wages of that sin. All the
reviewer was left with was that I had a decision to make - to believe in God or not - a doctrine of
choice, which was never properly explained. Even the main character does not reach any
conclusions about the "meaning of life", which offers little hope for the disenchanted viewer.

K.M.

You Can't FooI God. PeterJeffery. Evangelical Press. pp. 124. ISBN 0 85234 488 0.

In this book, Peter Jeffery is anxious to expose a number of delusions about God, the three main
ones being the belief that there is no God, the belief that we can manipulate and control God, and
the belief that we can amend the laws of God in order to trivialise sin.

He accomplishes this very clearly and powerfully by looking at the experiences of several
characters from the Bible. Amongst these are Adam and Eve, Aaron, Belshazzar, Pontius Pilate and
David. The last four chapters draw lessons from our [.ord's parable about the rich man and Lazarus
recorded in Luke 16. I found these chapters in particular very helpful. Keeping closely to what is
revealed in Scripture and without being over dramatic, the author brings out powerfully the terror
and misery of hell and separation from God.

ln a comment on the back of the book, lain Murray states: "Peter Jeffery excels in putting the
Gospel in plain and arresting terms to the modern individual." This is certainly true, and these
l5 short chapters, followed by a briefconclusion, are a very clear and readable presentation ofsin,
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its effects in the heart'and mind of man, its consequences and the good news of God's provision of
salvation through our Lord's sacrificial death on the Cross. Each chapter is followed by three or four
questions for personal thought or group discussion.

In his introduction, Peter Jeffrey states: "Everyone who has some awareness of God . . . is capable
of trying to fool Him at some time or other and this book is written to remind us that this is an
activity with no prospects of success." Mr. Jeffery succeeds admirably in this objective. The
majority of biblical quotations are from the NIV. D.K.M.

One Body in Christ. Ian Randall and David Hilborn. Paternoster, Carlisle. pp. 394,
paperbaclc ISBN I 84227 0893.

The Evangelical Alliance is a well-known voice in the Church in our day. This book looks at the
history and significance of the Alliance, founded as an inter-denominational Evangelical body in
1846. A detailed history of the Alliance is likely to be widely read.

The authors make two things clear from the start. Firstly, they make every effort to play down the
Alliance's role in the controversy with Rome, being quick to point out that the Protestant Alliance,
founded just a few years later, was really the focus of this work. Secondly, the decline in
Evangelicalism has apparently recovered, thanks to charismatic renewal. The Charismatic
movement alone has seen Church growth, we are told. Indeed, the rise of this movement is linked
with the friendlier attitude towards Rome, a fact that will surprise none, but is nevertheless rarely
stated so plainly.

The book deals with the 18th October 1966 Assembly, addressed by Martyn Lloyd Jones. The
writers seek to be even-handed in their treatment of the episode, but they are so even-handed they
add little of value. However, the conclusion to that chapter indicates their basic rejection of his
position, favouring instead an inclusivist approach to "all shades of evangelicals".

Various other key matters are dealt with, such as homosexuality, the Toronto Blessing, and the
change in attitude to the doctrine of eternal punishment. The attitude of the Alliance to these and
other issues is defended. The even-handed approach, noted above, is always present.

This volume speaks in the voice of 21st century evangelicalism. It does not sound authentically
evangelical. Instead, all the faults of the modern Church are laid before the reader as its crowning
virtues. This is a necessary, though sad, read. EJ.M.

God Chose to Save. Joseph M. Bianchi. Evangelical Press. pp. 96. EA.Ii.ISBN 0 85n4 4m X,

This book is subtitled, "Why Man Cannot and Will Not be Saved Apart from Election" - italics by
the author.

Mr. Bianchi indicates from the outset that he does not set out to write a detailed examination of
the doctrine of Election. He considers that "proof texting" from both sides of the argument can be
a major problem and he seeks instead to "look at the particular themes that speak to the issue".

The first chapter clearly sets out the nature of the problem and, using a vivid illustration, defines
the concepts of "conditional election" and "absolute (or 'unconditional') election". Chapters two
and three give a brief historical perspective and the point is made that belief in unconditional
election was the prevailing view amongst Protestants in 17th century Europe.

In the following chapters, Mr. Bianchi considers a number of passages of Scripture (e.g. Romans
5:12-21, Paul's conversion experience in Acts 9:1-9 and the raising of l:zarus in John 11) as he
demonstrates the biblical basis for unconditional election.

A useful chapter (chapter 13) deals briefly with the "universal" texts; i.e. "texts that seem to teach
that Christ died for all without exception, or that men and women have a 'free will' choice to
'choose Christ'. The author clearly demonstrates the consequences of rejecting the biblical doctrine
of unconditional election: "lf Jesus died for every man, woman and child that ever existed, and
then gives humanity a 'free will'choice to 'receive Him', then the cross was a failure indeed since
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common man could reject Etemal God. . . . " "Either we have the sovereign God of the Bible, or we
have deified men and women who can deny the Creator, manipulate His will, and then determine
by human standards what is 'fair'."

I found this book very easy to read and an encouragement to further, deeper study of the subject.
The chapters are short and Mr. Bianchi has a clear, relaxed style of writing. There is a useful list of
suggested further readings at the end. Most Scripture quotations are from the New American
Standard Version. 

D.K.M.

The Eclipse of the Gospel. Frank Allred. i*.. Publications, London. pp. 224,
paperback f7.95. ISBN 0 94U62 63 l.
The title of this book was suggested by the total eclipse that occurred in August 1999. The author
saw this as a metaphor for the state of the Christian Church in our nation, where the Gospel light
barely shines, and only in a few places. Some might see this as a pessimistic outlook, but those
acquainted with the direction in which so many Churches are going, through liberalism and
ecumenism, will recognise the sad truth.

Allred outlines the problem in the six-page preface, where he shows that his intended audience is
less the Church at large, and more those Churches and individuals who think that they are still
sound. This is vital, since many who claim to be sound have drifted. Doctrines such as the
sovereignty, holiness and justice of God are conspicuous by their absence from many pulpits.

The bulk of the book contains a straightforward restatement of the classic reformed position on
all the key doctrines. Allred even dares to deal with matters such as the extent of the Atonement! He
avoids the error of assuming either too much or too little knowledge in his readers, and uses clear
arguments to prove his points. Some may therefore be surprised to learn that the author is a retired
Anglican clergyman. This book is high recommended, and it is to be hoped that the target audience
will deign to read it, and benefit thereby. Quotations are from the NIV. E.J.M.

The Narrow Gate andThe Heavenly Footman John Bunyan. Evangelical Press Series
Living Classics for Today. pp. 144, hardback ISBN 0 85234 482 l.

As with others in this series, the back cover says that the book is "Unabridged and lightly edited for
today's reader". Scripture quotations are from the NKJV except for very few from theAV. There are
two short books in this volume. The Narrow Gate is subtitled, "Or the great difficulty of getting to
heaven"; The Heavenly Footman expounds the text, "So run, that ye may obtain" (1 Corinthians
9:24). Qne wonders if the publishers considered changing the title of the second book to something
less misleading to an unwary "today's reader" who might be thinking of a liveried manservant.

The Narrow Gate is the longer of the two, with 81 pages of text divided into three parts. It is a
waming to slothful and self-deluding professing believers that unless they strive they will find the
gates of heaven closed, as plainly declared by the Lord Jesus: " . . . for many, I say unto you, will
seek to enter in, and shall not be able" (Luke 13:24). The reader would do well to have his Bible
open beside him always as Bunyan seldom makes a statement without supporting, following up and
confirming it with Scripture verses. "Read me, therefore, yes, read me, and compare me with the
Bible," he says in his introductory letter. His style in both books is school-masterly in the way that
there is barely a page that does not have numbered points or Question and Answer divisions, so his
message is clearly presented with stark choices as befits a serious subject. "A profession of faith that
is not accompanied by spiritual labour cannot bring the soul to heaven" (page 30).

The Heavenly Footman has six parts in its 49 pages of text, the last two being entirely devoted to
exhortation to the reader: "Are you resolved to run, or are you not? Think quickly, man, it is not a
matter to dally with" (page 144). This sums up the urgent note of both books. All his applications
are very pointed; there are no woolly generalisations. To the smug who are too set in comfortable
ways, and to a generation brought up in the belief that everyone ends up cosily in heaven, these two
challenging books attractively bound in one slim volume are strongly recommended. G.F.H.H.
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Christmas Evans - the life and times of the one-eyed preacher of Wales. Tim
Shenton. Evangelical Press. pp. 448, hardbaclc f14.95. ISBN 085234 483.

This valuable biography introduces the reader to one of the world's most amazing preachers.
Christmas Evans, 1766-1838, was described as like Paul in labour, Bunyan in imagination, and
Whitfield in eloquence. He led North Wales in revival where Daniel Rowlands and Howell Harris
had failed, yet he is not so well known as Wesley and Whitfield because most of his sermons have
not been translated out of Welsh.

We are taught by both the strengths and weaknesses of Evans. He himself was greatly influenced
by many godly ministers, learning their techniques, but particularly their Calvinism, even from his
peers. His life was hard but it did him good as he leamed his need of grace: "Everything must be
made a matter of unceasing prayer, or it can never succeed." He was poor yet congregations he
founded would take out loans in his name. Consequently he made "begging tours" of South Wales
and took collections, holding out his hat at the door after preaching! Even when 71 years old he set
out on a begging tour to pay for a chapel. His wife was very industrious and generous, but as a
widow was provided for by C. S. Spurgeon.

Yet it was five dark years caught up in the cold intellectual faith known as Sandemanianism that
nearly ruined Evans. Then he prayed to God, though feeling unable, and was revived wonderfully.
He was a Baptist, but more influenced by the love of Christ than by the peculiarities of his own
denomination, not wanting to write on controversy too long "for fear of losing the spirit of prayer".
He was against the French Revolution, and always prayed publicly for the King.

In dying he refused opium, "so as to have full control of my thoughts and expressions". His two
principle qualities were, "a heart swelling with love to God and man, and a determination not to live
for himself, but for Christ Jesus, before whom he was ever prostrate, ever devout".

He had many weaknesses, we have many sins and must not add to them by mimicking Evans; but
do learn and be inspired by this book. p.J.R.
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