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IT came as a shock to me to realise that women clergy tend to side with the
homosexuals, even though complaining if "lumped in" with them. It is not hard
to see why they are likely to do this, for women tend by nature to be kindly,
sympathetic to the perceived underdog, mistrustful of male logic about Scripture,
and like men, are products of the Fall of human nature. They also feel their two
cases are quite different. Yet on what grounds do they justify this?

They do it by repeating a two-and-a-half-thousand-year-old mistake over
Scripture. Santayana said: "He who does not learn from history, is bound to repeat
it." What error is being repeated?

Midrash and our Lord

When the Jews returned from captivity, in Nehemiah 8:8, Ezra, with the Levites
"read in the book of the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused
them to understand the reading". What the people asked for, and got, was the
plain meaning of Scripture, and then applied it, especially over divorce.

By Christ's time most of the Jewish interpreters of Scripture used it to obtain
hidden meanings. The central idea was "Midrash", going more deeply than the
mere literal sense, thus getting weird interpretations. A Jew called Philo, roughly
contemporary to our Lord, led in the idea that the true meaning of Scripture lay
hidden under the surface meaning.

Whilst the Lord Jesus Himself went deeper than the surface in Scripture, no one
ever accused Him of giving other than the plain sense. He just looked deeper into
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the actual import of the words. The writers of the New Testament did likewise.
Thus Paul uses Abraham's expulsion of his son Ishlllacl as historical, but having
qualities that support God's view of the Law and Grace as contradictory, unable
to co-exist together: "which things are an allegory. "

Thus our Lord's example forbids getting meanings out of Scripture that
overthrow the plain, historical sense. Yet today verses are used to justify what
their plain sense condemns.

Quadriga and the Reformers
The earliest Christians imitated their Lord's treatment of Scripture on the
Emmaus road; in Luke 24:27 "he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the
things concerning himself"·

Once the Spirit receded, later early Christians fished meanings out of Scripture
that would make you laugh to read them - the wilder the better. This became the
stuff of Christian preaching, the four meanings of Scripture, or the Quadriga: the
literal, the allegorical, the moral and the prophetic, present in every single verse.
They copied Philo, and also imitated the Greeks who got culturally respectable
meanings out of the immoral and impossible stories of their gods. Allegory gone
mad prevailed.

The Reformers of the 16th century protested with all their being against this,
especially against Aquinas and his "schoolmen" and their ridiculous nonsense.
Erasmus mocked them in his In Praise of Folly, and Luther, Calvin and the rest
scorned, protesting vehemently that God's sense stood, not man's sophistries. As
the Holy Spirit again reoccupied the Church, simple, easily understood Scripture
was restored, just as the Lord had done.

The Papacy called the Council of Trent to overthrow -the Reformation, and
placed two books in front of the assembled dignitaries. One was the Bible, the
other Thomas Aquinas. "Learn first what you should believe, then go to the Bible
to find it there," as Hugo of St. Victor had said.

Relativism
Just as Ezra and the Lord Jesus Christ each established the plain meaning of the
Bible, so did the Reformers. As the Spirit once more departed, being grieved, men
turned back to their wallowing in the mire. The bitterness of death now being past,
and liberty restored to interpret the Bible, misbelievers felt safe to out their
misinterpretations.

The prevailing method is to apply the meaning of the Bible to the contemporary
situation, but not in its plain sense. They take culture as neutral, so a desirable
outcome in ancient culture may well be the opposite of that needed for today's
society. They address the "understanding gap", by relativism. Thus ifthe ancients
disallowed say homosexuality, and today society accepts it, then the Bible must
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be made to conform to today's standards as more enlightened. We reply that every
one of us must leave our own sinful cultures to be members of Christ's new
society with its own Bible culture.

Relativism results in uncertainty, and the undermining of the authority of God's
Word. The wheel has come full circle again. "It is time for thee, Lord, to work"
(Psalm 119:126).

--e--

Fathers and Children
BY THE EDITOR

"And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord" (Ephesians 6:4)

THE words here are addressed to fathers, and not mothers, although not excluding
them, for the words parents and father and mother came in the first verse. So here,
fathers are spoken to.

Why speak to fathers only?
They are more inclined to impatience and anger than mothers. By and large this
is their besetting sin. They need telling, "provoke not your children to wrath ", do
not exasperate them.

The second and greater reason is because they are Christians. This command is
only for Christian fathers. In heathen Rome fathers treated the family very hard.
They had literal power of life and death over them. So also Jewish parents could
take their son to the priests, and without further witness they only had to say in
Deuteronomy 21 :20, "This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey
our voice". and he was stoned to death. There was a background of hardness.

These words then are put in for Christian fathers for a deliberate reason. The
word "provoke to wrath" used here is unknown in classical Greek. And the reason
is simple. Tt was not a sin to the Greek speaking world. So they would not
have used the word in a connection like this. The world today regards provoking
those they fall out with to wrath, as a good thing. Many TV soaps and plays
are constructed round this, angry people righteously provoking, goading their
adversaries. British politics is adversaria1, wrath-provoking, and the popular press
prides itself on this perhaps more than anything else.

It is a word only found in the Bible. When the Jews, hundreds of years before
the Lord Jesus, translated the Bible into Greek, they mostly used this word. Why
did they not use the normal Greek word for "make wrathful"? It is because wrath
is a good thing if under control and used sparingly. But to "provoke to wrath" is
absolutely forbidden. It is an unrighteous thing to do, and only Christians can
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absorb that teaching. Others cannot accept this. And ir wc go hack to our own
unchristian past we know well that we provoked to wrath and did it freely. So it
is considered a right thing to do to children, the Bible alonc rorhidding it. What a
unique blessing to be a Christian. You are being taught to look alter children in a
way parenting classes, even your own parents, could never do.

The Greek philosophers called Stoics forbade all show or el11otion. and
therefore all wrath. Something like that was taught by Matthew Arnold. the great
headmaster of Rugby, as the ideal of a gentleman in public schools. But the Bible
does not. An old missionary who is still alive told me when going out to India, his
ship stopped in Port Said in about 1930, and a man offered him a dirty picture for
sale. He said, still with a flash of anger in his eye, "I put my fist through it".

Temper is not a forbidden thing, but there are two words for it, one a sudden
rush of unreasoned anger, which is not admired, and the other is controlled anger.
Anger is a wild plant that needs bringing under cultivation, not eradicating.
Plutarch put it well when he said passions were the winds, given to a man to fill
the sails of his soul. Fuller said, "Anger is one of the sinews of the soul; he that
wants it hath a maimed mind", adding, "nor is it good to converse with one who
cannot be angry". You know the sort of conversation conducted by a person you
address on the subject of their soul. They go quite bland, it's all "yes, yes",
absorbing all you care to say - no anger anywhere. You watch a politician on TV.
The interviewer says: "But, Minister, you are a liar and a cheat, aren't you?" What
does he do? With a happy smile, and a pleasant air, he is all sweetness. They
believe it helps their ratings, but if only they knew how it looks! The Bible's
attitude is that anger, guided by reason, can be good. However, provoking to
wrath is a sin, for excellent reasons. It leads to the irritation, exasperation and
embitterment of the child, and mixes good with evil. Therefore it is not for
Christian fathers.

The third reason is because there are many ways fathers can do this to their
children. One way to exasperate a child is arbitrary and unsympathetic rule. It stirs
the child up, for children sense unfairness at once, and know caprice and
moodiness, and resent both. The noun connected with this verb is "angry mood",
as in chapter 4, verse 26, "be ye angry, and sin not: let the sun go down upon your
wrath". Children may nurse the anger provoked by the father. Such resentment
smoulders on unseen, ruining life and relationships. Children seem quite unable
to articulate the great matters troubling them in childhood, and they come out in
later years, so do not think your child is an open book.

Another way is given in the parallel command in Colossians 3:21: "Fathers
provoke not your children to anger." The word there means embitter or stir up,
and the reason given is, "lest they be discouraged". In plain terms, a believing
father can browbeat his children, cow them into silence, so they bottle up their
proper feelings through fear of him. Reducing the family to silence by this
behaviour is a sin. They may appear outwardly docile and well behaved, but any
father who does that is spoiling childhood, and stunting future life.
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There are many ways to discourage a child, whether by favouritism, or neglect,
or pouring cold water on the child's little plans and ambitions, or by never
praising, or by demanding the child be a clone, an exact copy of the father.

The newspapers are full of accounts of sheer cruelty, whether by harsh words
or even by actual beatings and torture, but many of these are by "boy friends" or
other non-biological fathers so-called. Christian homes should be happy. I read of
a Christian woman who said she grew so tired of standing between the children
and the father's anger that when he came in from work her legs used to tighten up
down the back. She knew she was in for it. She said that she had the hardest battle
in her heart just to remain in the house another day, and so it went on for years.

The result of a father disobeying this is to arouse obstinacy in the child, and
to destroy the little one's love for him and deep desire to please him and to be
with him.

The pleasant side ofbeing a father

Paul goes on to say "bring them up", which means rear them, but more than
just that. "Let them be fondly cherished," is what Calvin says. The word
"unquestionably conveys the idea of gentleness and forbearance".

The Arabs have a proverb, roughly translated: "Father dies, sleep in bosom;
mother dies sleep on doorstep." Any child who loses their mother is to be pitied,
for no one has the patience with them that even a flawed mother has. Certainly
not a father! But that is what a Christian father is to do, to lead the little ones
with love and earnestness, removing the hindrances, and setting before them the
example of the One who loves little children and who said, "suffer the little
children to come unto me, and forbid them not".

Fathers are to bring them up. Look around you at the world today, with one
parent "families", absent fathers, broken and fatherless homes, fathers forced to
work far too many hours in a day. Then add to that the prevailing culture of pub
and club, sport, sheer selfishness, home drinking, and insistence on "my rights",
regardless of the family. The homes of this land are in a mess. Fathers are the
worst, although mothers seem to be doing their best to catch up in this evil.

How then are fathers to do this? Not by leaving it to others, whether the mother
on her own, or the school, or church, or any other person at all. It cannot be
delegated. Schools today have "citizenship classes", where the godless teach their
unwholesome godlessness to impressionable children. Even the best of ministers
or Sunday School teachers cannot substitute for parents. The father is in loco Dei,
in the place of God, as Hodge said. The easy way out for a father is to do nothing,
and stand back. The Bible says in clear words that the father is to bring up his
children, and he ignores this at his peril. The tendency of the present is
increasingly to hand over the father's responsibilities to nursery, school and child
minders. God meant those influences to come from the home, the father in
particular. He is the spiritual head, and the chief influence apart from the mother
in the child's life. The disintegration and deterioration taking place in society is
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fundamentally due to this. The soul of your child is the father's especial and
primary responsibility, and it clashes with ambition, sport and pleasure. They
must be set severely aside. Whatever militates against the child's soul, its
relationship to God, must go. In the Bible, the father is the spiritual head of his
own house, the leader of their home worship. He has the chief teaching role.

Thank God fathers are not left in the dark, but clear, simple instructions are
given, such as all can understand. "Bring them up in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord." What is simple is that these words are a corrective to over
indulgence. The Apostle Paul has just said that children are to be gently reared.
Many fathers do just that, giving way to the child all down the line, keeping things
smooth in the home, making the happiness of the child paramount. Thus these
added words, "in the nurture and admonition ()f the Lord", are very necessary.
Many fathers spoil outrageously, some to be popular with the child, or as a sop to
conscience as they are with the child so short a time. The Bible is not teaching that
all is fulfilled by gentleness and giving way. The word "bring up" has acquired a
deeper significance with the doctrine of the depravity of man. A child is born in
iniquity, bent towards what is wrong, with a warp in its nature, described in
Proverbs 22: 15 as "foolishness is bound in the heart of a child". That brings us
to something less pleasant.

The hard side ofbeing a father

What is not quite so simple to understand in these words is their full meaning. The
word nurture is really not quite strong enough a word. It means "the treatment due
to a child", but by usage came to mean practical training or teaching by discipline.
If we were translating this word today we would say, discipline, the idea being
correcting or chastening. The other word admonition meant "putting children
in mind" of something by a word of instruction or warning. However, in New
Testament times that meant by the stern methods of the then system of education.
Thus the words have a tinge of severity to them. You see, we are not to provoke,
we are to be the soul of kindness, but there is severity, and that is what is most
lacking in modern Christian homes. Children need a very firm hand upon them.
Luther said the former was by chastening, the latter by word.

Let him forget or unlearn much of what he has been taught and seen all his life
about child rearing. He must empty his mind of these ideas, or he will never learn.
Modern society teaches that a child is never to be smacked, never punished
physically. It is a very big mistake that they are making, that a child is never to be
physically punished, never be pushed to obey promptly and unquestioningly, but
left to choose.

We have a job in the Christian life, and that is to unstop the wells of salvation,
to let the waters run clear again where the rams and the he-goats have muddied
them with their feet and pushed the weaker animals aside, Unlearn much.

The enemy of bringing up a child properly is laziness, weakly avoiding the
hardness of punishing. It costs a great deal to a father to punish. We can fool
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ourselves that we are being kind, when we are merely avoiding having to act. The
word nurture is the same word that is translated chastening in Hebrews 12:5, "My
son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord", which is then further defined in
verse 6, "For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom
he receiveth". Now if God scourged His own Son and nailed Him to a cross in
punishment, then God is not against physical punishment. Modem man is, but
God is not. Hebrews 5:8 says: "Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience
by the things which he suffered." God is the model Father, so we need to think
about life around us and what is taught. Mildness and consideration to the child
are to be tempered by actual correction, especially in early years.

The Bible is not a rule book like the Qur'an, and if you want a rule book you
had better become a Muslim, for then you will have a book of rules to obey. The
Bible is a book of principles. God gave you a brain, and told you to use it, with
the Bible. We prefer the rule-book approach, as it saves much mental effort. God,
however, expect us to translate principles into practice. Here there is an element
of physical severity, but how a father does this is before the Lord, and he will
answer for it one day, whether he has built with gold, silver, precious stones, or
with wood, hay, and stubble.

There are those who say we are teaching something that leads to cruelty and
physical abuse - things actually happening around us - say we ought to be against
it, forget the outmoded letter of the Bible, but rather follow the spirit. No, for what
is wrong in homes is the sinful human heart, with its ungoverned passions. Loving
punishment, given in accord with this verse, is not what is wrong.

Even in the word admonition, correction by words, there is also an element of
severity. If you look in 1 Samuel 3: 13, 14, Eli is told his "iniquity . .. shall not be
purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever, because his sons made themselves vile
and he restrained them not". What he actually said to them was, "Nay, my sons;
for it is no good report that I hear". Matthew Henry says he should have said, "It
is a shameful and scandalous thing, and not to be suffered!" God regarded Eli's
softness as connivance in their evil ways. Our word translated admonition is the
same word translated "rebuke" in Titus 3: 10.

The Bible does not leave it there, but adds its own corrective. It tempers the
command by "of the Lord". It does not leave the Christian father a free hand to
knock a child around or abuse them verbally. On the other hand, it brings in a new
element. What do you desire most for your child? Is it health, intellect, material
prosperity? Or is it social position, or exemption from great sorrows and
misfortunes? The Christian father is to desire for his child loyalty and love to
Christ beyond everything besides. The whole prayerfulupbringing is to lead the
child to the Lord. The lessons a child learns from an admired and loved father are
of the Lord, in the sense that God is Father, and earthly fatherhood is opening the
child's soul to understand to some degree God as Father. Surely, if that is a
Christian father's guiding heart's desire, then by conversation, treatment of the
wife, in family prayer and in ways of which the child is not conscious, he lives for
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this one end. It is not to get a decision out of the child. for children have a very
real sense of sin, so can be coerced. The object must be to establish that child in
the Lord. The Lord is attractive, so upbringing must be on the same loving pattern.
May the Lord whose supreme display of love was His treatment of His Son, open
fathers' understandings.

--e--

The prayers o/Gospel Magazine readers are requestedj(Jr Mrs. Carine MacKenzie, who has
undergone surgery, that she may make a complete recovery. Her articlesfor young people have
always been most acceptable, and provided in good time, even when unwell.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

LEARNING TO SWIM

HAVE you learned how to swim yet? Perhaps when you go to the swimming pool
you look at the water and are afraid that you would sink to the bottom and drown?
You need to have confidence that the water will hold you up. Relax and launch
out with gentle strokes at first. It would be a mistake to struggle and flail about.
Once you have that confidence to relax and float or swim you realise that the
water will hold you up next time too. The more relaxed you become, the more
enjoyable swimming becomes.

I learned to swim long ago in the sea one summer. My father put his hand under
my chin to keep my head out of the water and told me what to do with my arms
and legs. I knew he would not let me come to any harm and once I got my feet
off the ground I realised I was swimming. The first thing I had to learn to do was
to rest confidently in my father.

The Christian life is a bit like that too. The saved soul has to rest secure and
confident in Christ - confident that He is holding us and will keep us. Faith and
repentance are gifts that God gives to His people. With the help of God the Holy
Spirit we launch out in faith, trusting in the finished work of Christ.

It is a mistake to struggle and try to work at things ourselves. Progress in
the Christian life comes by resting in the Lord, and trusting in Him. "I can do
all things," said Paul, "through Christ who strengthens me." "Without him I can
do nothing."

It can be quite amusing to see the different styles of swimmers in the pool.
Some are graceful; some make a lot of splashing. Some are slow; others race
through the water. But all are swimming and making progress.
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There are many different kinds of people in God's family of believers. Some
work quietly, almost unnoticed. Others are more prominent. Progress is made at
different rates and in different ways. The important factor is that through faith in
Christ, progress is being made.

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing words from these verses. The initials of your answers will spell
out the subject of the story.

1. Looking unto Jesus the author and of our faith: who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:2).

2. Let us draw near with a true heart in full of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure
water (Hebrews 10:22).

3. But without faith it is to please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him (Hebrews 11 :6).

4. And 1 have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries,
and all knowledge; and though 1 have all faith, so that 1 could remove
mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing (l Corinthians 13:2).

5. So then faith cometh by and hearing by the word of God
(Romans 10: 17).

6. That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience
_____ the promises (Hebrews 6:12).

7. And his through faith in his name hath made this man strong,
whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this
perfect soundness in the presence of you all (Acts 3: 16).

8. Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye
should earnestly for the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints (Jude 3).

9. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially
unto them who are of the of faith (Galatians 6: 10).

10. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly,
his faith is counted for (Romans 4:5).
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11. And the apostles said unto the Lord _ our faith (Luke 17:5).

12. Now faith is the of things hoped for. the evidence of things not
seen (Hebrews 11: 1).

13. Above all, the shield of faith. wherewith ye shall be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked (Ephesians 6: 16).

Jesus our Brother
STAN K. EVERS (Potton, Beds)

WHO is Jesus Christ? According to the letter to the Hebrews, He is both God
(1:3, 8) and He is man (2:14). He is God the Son and the Son of God. We also
learn from Hebrews that Jesus is a Brother to believers. Jesus Christ and each
believer is a child of God; however, Jesus is eternally God's Son; we are God's
adopted sons - an adoption which makes us brothers to the Lord Jesus Christ.

The same family
We read in Hebrews 2:11, "Both he that sanctifieth (Christ) and they who are
sanctified (Christians) are all one: for which cause he (Christ) is not ashamed to
call them (Christians) brethren". The words "are all one" mean "of the same
family". Mark Johnston writes in Child of a King: "The point is that the
relationship between Jesus and His people is so close that they can rightly be said
to belong to the same spiritual family, in which He is a Brother." Though, "Jesus
is not just any brother, but is the Elder Brother in God's family.... The position
of the firstborn in the family life of the ancient world had connotations, not
merely of age, but also of rank and status, rights and responsibilities."

Prove you are sons!
We prove that we are sons by conformity to Christ, our Elder Brother, and by
obeying God our Father: "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brethren"; "Whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the
same is my brother, and sister, and mother" (Matthew 12:46-50; Romans 8:29).

God loved us before time (the meaning of "foreknow") and therefore chose
us for salvation (the meaning of "predestinate") and sanctification ("to be
conformed to the image of his Son") - an aspect of salvation and sanctification
is sonship ("many brethren"). God adopts us and then gives us the family nature!
(2 Peter 1:4).



The Gospel Magazine 119

Jesus made like His brothers
Turning back to Hebrews, we read in 2: 17: "Wherefore in all things it behoved
him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful
high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the
people." To save sinful humans, He had to become completely human Himself.
A man disobeyed God and brought death, therefore a man must obey God and die
to bring life. To quote Paul: "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned" (Romans
5: 12). Paul explains in Romans 5 how Adam was the bringer of sin and death and
Jesus is the bringer of salvation and life.

It was because of Jesus' desire to identify Himself with sinners, that He asked
John for baptism (Matthew 3: 13-17). John's baptism was only for the repentant
but Jesus had no sins of which to repent, nevertheless He was baptised to show
that He had come to save sinners. He is the sinner's Friend and Saviour.

Jesus our propitiation
It is clear from Hebrews 2: 17 that Jesus became a man in order to become
our High Priest who died to appease God's wrath. The word "reconciliation" in
this verse means "propitiation" (according to the Interlinear Greek English
New Testament published by Baker Books) and is an important one in the Bible.
What is propitiation? We may define it as "Jesus taking our sins to turn aside
God's wrath". Our Elder Brother takes the punishment we deserve. Our Elder
Brother dies the death we should die. God's wrath falls on Him rather than falling
on the elect.

We must not think of an angry God who is reluctant to forgive being forced to
accept sinners by a loving Jesus Christ. The gracious God Himself gave His own
Son as the propitiation. He welcomes sinners, with open arms, when they come to
Him through the Lord Jesus Christ (see Romans 3:24-25; 1 John 2:1-2).

One with Christ
God was involved in the whole process of creation but he showed a special love
for Adam. He speaks to create the world and everything in it, but he breathes life
into Adam to express his unique relationship with him. "He ... pressed his face
into the face of Adam, imparting the ultimate of kiss of life" (Johnston).

Christians are God's new creation - He has given to believers the kiss of eternal
life! "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature (creation): old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new" (2 Corinthians 5: 17). The Amplified Bible
reads: "If any person is (ingrafted) in Christ, the Messiah he is (a new creature
altogether), a new creation". That word "ingrafted" indicates that spiritually we
become part of Christ; we are in union with Him; His life is in us and we are in
Him. We are changed because we are part of Christ. The word "ingrafted" suggests
a link with Jesus' teaching in John 15. The evidence that we are in Christ the Vine
is that we abide in Him - we cling to Him and live close to Him.
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Another New Testament passage that looks hack to Genesis 2:23 and whieh
highlights Jesus' intimacy with his people is Ephesians 5:30: "For we are
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones." This verse echoes the joyful
words of Adam when he received God's gift of Eve. Eve was made from Adam
and therefore part of him; she was "of his flesh, and of his bones". The imprisoned
apostle Paul rejoices that "we are members of his body" - we belong to Christ.
We are part of Christ who is not only our Elder Brother but also our Divine
Husband, the Bridegroom of the Church, His bride.

We are joined to our Elder Brother who feels all that we suffer because He is
one with us and we are one with Him - again this is the teaching of Hebrews (see
2: 18, 4: 14-15). In our suffering we feel the loving embrace of our Elder Brother
who suffered as a Man on earth and who now in heaven retains His human nature.

--e--

Unfailing Triumph!
Memories of George Muller with many of his choice sayings 

concluded from last issue

CHARLES R. PARSONS

THE FRIENDSHIP OF GOD

The friendship of this marvellous man during the closing years of his life I value
more than words can express, and its unexpected close cast a deep shadow for a
time over my spirit. Only recently he said to me, "Oh my dear brother, I should
like to live a few years longer if it is the will of my Heavenly Father. I am praying
every day that this may be so; it is so good to live and work for God!"

Some ofhis sayings

What will not God do for His children who really walk in His ways, and really
seek to do His will? Anything and everything He will do. Our business is to walk
in fellowship with God, our business is to seek to please Him and act according
to the Scriptures, and it is impossible to say to what degree we shall be honoured
and used.

If the men ofthe world see that we Christians are anxious, like themselves, they
will have ground for saying that our profession of having an almighty Friend and
Helper in heaven is only a profession, and, therefore, we dishonour God by not
trusting in Him in the hour of need.

The Christian may be truly happy, whatever his circumstances may be, so long
as he is really trusting in God and satisfied with Him.
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We have been apprehended of God to be conformed to the image of His
Son, to be at last altogether like Him, altogether holy, altogether free from
spiritual disease.

We are our Lord's property - He has bought us with His precious blood; thus
we are His and not our own. The right to the garden is His, the bolts and keys are
His, the fountain is His, the spring is His; all belongs to that Blessed One, who
bought us with His precious blood.

PERFECT IN LOVE

In himself George MUller was one of the most lovable of men: his heart
overflowed with love. To the Orphans, whether singly or in groups, he spoke in
the tenderest manner imaginable. Said one of the schoolmasters to me one day,
himself brought up as an orphan in the Homes, "Mr. Muller is more than a father
to us all".

Some of his sayings
We are to love those who do not care in the least for us. We are to love those who
do not walk with us on the road to Heaven and whom we have never seen or heard
of; that is the will of our Heavenly Father regarding us.

We ought to look lovingly on weak disciples, and you and I, instead of looking
at their weakness and shortcomings, ought to seek to find out Christ in them.
If we do so, we shall find how dear they will become to our hearts, and we shall
love them.

How deeply important to keep this before us in the divine life, that we manifest
the mind of Christ. Just as that Blessed One sought not to please Himself, but to
be the Servant of others, so have we to imitate that Blessed One.

Though not yet perfect in love, we are to aim after that for which we have been
apprehended of God in Christ Jesus. We ought to love one another in spite of the
weaknesses and infirmities we see in one another.

We are left here to be representatives of the Lord Jesus Christ in this world.
This great honour He has bestowed upon us here.

God is love, and he who loves most is most like God. All the members of the
heavenly family should remember the precious blood that bought them, and love
one another whilst on the way to their Father's house.

IN LABOURS MORE ABUNDANT

It was whilst he was in a distant land unfurling the banner of the Cross, that I
happened to meet the funeral procession of his daughter, Mrs. Wright, in Park
Street, and I could not help shedding a few warm tears as I thought of the
consecrated life so far away, toiling for God, whilst the remains of his only child
were being laid in the dust, to await the resurrection maID.
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Some ofhis sayings
He is coming again, and in the meantime our business is to wait for Him, to
glorify Him, and to be occupied in His service till He does come again, so that
when at last that day shall arrive, we may be as delighted to receive Christ as
He will be delighted to receive His bride to Himself in order that where He is she
may be also.

Let us trust our Heavenly Father; let us, like little children, hang entirely on
Him, reposing in the sweet assurance of His unchangeable, eternal love. Let us
remember how He acted towards His saints of old, what His dealings were with
them; let us remember what is recorded concerning their history; for now, as He
has ever done, God will most surely act according to His Word.

The temptation is lest we flag, lest we grow weary. Ah! but the angels are
looking on, and the devils are looking on, and the eyes of the world are looking
on! Therefore, beloved in Christ, let it be our prayerful, earnest desire to finish our
course with joy.

JESUS ONLY

A great crowd assembled one week-day evening in Old Market Street Chapel,
Bristol, to hear this eminent preacher, then in his ninety-third year, proclaim the
glorious Gospel. He seemed full of the Holy Spirit. His text was: "It is of the
Lord's mercies that we are not consumed" (Lamentations 3:22).

The following sentences are a few that dropped from his lips:
While all things change here below, the precious Jesus our Friend, is "the same

yesterday, and today and for ever". What He was millions of years since, He is
now. What He was when He walked through Judea, Samaria, and Galilee, He is
now - His heart full of tenderness, of pity, of compassion.

Though you be the greatest, the oldest, the most hardened sinner, though you
have sinned again and again against light and knowledge, if you now trust in
Christ, you will for His sake be forgiven, for there is power in the blood of Christ
to take away the greatest sins.

Learning in itself gives no happiness - no real, true happiness. Christ, and
Christ alone, gives real, true happiness. I know seven languages, and with all this
I should have gone to hell if it had not been that I knew Christ, Christ, Christ!
Oh! the blessedness of being a disciple of the Lord Jesus!

I am a happy old man; yes, indeed, I am a happy old man! I walk about my
room, and I say, "Lord Jesus, I am not alone, for Thou art with me. I have buried
my wives and my children, but Thou art left. I am never lonely or desolate with
Thee and with Thy smile, which is better than life itself!"

WALKING WITH GOD

In a conversation I had with Mr. Muller in the year 1896, he said: "I hate sin; I
hate it more and more; and I love holiness, yea, I love holiness more and more."
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Some ofhis sayings

The beggarly elements of this world affect me very little, because I have heavenly
joy in my heart. I do not care for the money, the rank, or the honour of this evil
world, and all its other allurements, which attract many. I have something better
- better far.

We must be especially careful that we do not allow anything which we know
to be hateful to the Lord. Thus shall we be "vessels meet for the Master's use";
but thus alone have we any right to expect to be used by the Lord.

The will of God is that we never, never, never under any circumstances, reason
with the tempter. He who begins to reason is certain to fall, because we have ever
to keep before us who the devil is, and what power he has, and, therefore, if we
begin to reason, we are sure to be overcome.

We should never look on ourselves as belonging to this world, or as being our
own; but should ever remember that we are bought with a price, even the precious
blood of Christ, and that thus we, and all we have and all we are, belong solely to
the Master for His glory and use.

Daily He is leading us, until at length He will land us safely above. Ought we
not, then, to be happy, truly happy, in the Lord?

We must be faithful to the light we have. If we thus go on, our peace and joy
will increase more and more. From strength to strength we shall go on, and our
path will shine brighter and brighter unto the perfect day.

CHRISTIAN GIVING

A late deacon of Bethesda Church told me that Mr. MUller, whenever there
preaching, or at any other service, always contrived, unobserved, to place an
offering in the box in varying sums, sometimes a sovereign, sometimes a
five-pound note or even more. He was "The servant of Christ who desires to lay
up treasure in heaven", so often mentioned in the Orphanage Reports, and
frequently the giver of large sums of money. About £2,000 a year were sent
to him for his personal use, yet the last day in each December found him without
a penny - he had given all away; at his death his sole estate was £160, including
household furniture.

Some ofhis sayings

God trusts His children, as His stewards, with means not to keep all to themselves,
but to give them to their fellow men - those who are weak and feeble, and cannot
work, or who through other circumstances are brought into straitened, difficult
positions and circumstances. This attended to brings blessing not only to the soul,
but even blessing of a temporal character.

Many instances have I seen in which the children of God scattered, and yet
increased; yea, scattered much, and yet abundantly increased; but far more have I
seen in which they withheld more than was meet, but it tended to poverty.
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"So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with
new wine." We may have no barns, and no vineyard, to have this literally fulfilled;
but God, in some way or other, will make it manifest how He is mindful of what
we have given to the widow, to the poor sick person who cannot work, to the poor
aged man who is past work.

HEREAFTER

I saw the mortal frame of this grand old saint in the death chamber a few hours
after his spirit had fled. The eyes were closed that had wept for sadness and
sparkled with heaven's joy. The tongue was still that had pleaded in princely tones
with God and prevailed. The face still bore the marks of peaceful rest and
triumph. The Holy Book, which had been his chief delight, was on the table, never
to be read again. There also were the unfinished notes of a sermon he would never
preach. "Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in Thy sight!"

Some of his sayings
There will be labouring in eternity. There will be no sleeping, no folding hands
throughout eternity, but work, continual service constrained by the love of Christ.

No more weakness, no more frailty then; no more of the earthly character, but
of the heavenly character. No more of the body of time, but of eternity. That is the
difference between our present bodies and the body we shall have.

We have only one life - one brief life; let us seek with renewed purpose of heart
to consecrate that one life wholly to the Lord - day by day to live for God, and to
serve Him with our body, soul, and spirit, which are His.

--e--

Colossians 2:20-22 Expounded
E. A. POWELL (North Holywood, USA)

IN verses 20-22 Paul adds to his arguments in regard to mandatory obedience to
any ceremonial laws.

In verse 14 he declared to the Colossians that Christ had blotted out the
handwriting of ordinances that was against us ... and took it out of the way,
nailing it to his cross. Wherefore, asks Paul in verse 20, ~t'ye be dead with Christ
from the rudiments of the world, why . .. are ye subject to ordinances . .. after the
commandments ofmen? Note, "God would not have a ceremonial worship which
He Himself instituted to be abrogated, that a new one would be invented by men.
If the Head of the Church like not the reviving [of] that worship [which] He has
laid aside, be sure He will not approve of any new one which He never appointed"
(Matthew Poole).
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In verse 21 Paul points out the oppressive effect that such laws produce on the
consciences of men. Observe that the first requirement of the false teachers was
that the Colossians touch not, which, according to Calvin and Poole, have
reference to the eating of such foods or meats at ordinary meals. Then, "after they
have obtained what they wish they go beyond that command, so that they
afterwards declare it to be unlawful to taste of what they do not wish should be
eaten. At length they make it criminal even to touch [or handle]. In short, when
persons have once taken upon them to tyrannize over men's souls, there is no
end of new laws being daily added to old ones, and new enactments starting up
from time to time. How bright a mirror there is as to this in Popery! Hence Paul
acts admirably well in admonishing us that human traditions are a labyrinth, in
which consciences are more and more entangled; nay more, are snares, which
from the beginning bind in such a way that in course of time they strangle in the
end" (John Calvin).

Paul also writes that all [such commandments1 are to perish with the using
(verse 22) since the false teachers "make religion consist in things outward and
frail, which have no connection with the spiritual kingdom of God" (John Calvin).
"Under the Christian institution acceptable worshipping of God does not consist
in such observances, both because meats, drinks, garments, etc., are designed to
the benefit of man, for the preserving of his temporal life, and are consumed in
their use [and because] they cannot, in or by themselves, either make man holy or
render him unclean (Matthew 15: 11; Mark 7: 19; Romans 14: 17; 1 Corinthians
6: 13; 1Timothy 4:3).... Therefore to urge the reviving of antiquated ordinances,
or bringing in such-like new ones, is to corrupt or consume the creatures without
any spiritual advantage, whereupon such impositions must needs be destructive
... which is our Lord and Master's argument against the innovations of the
Pharisees (Matthew 15:9), [his statement] agreeing with Isaiah 29: 13 - [This
people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me but have
removed their heartfar from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept
o.fmen]" (Matthew Poole).

In verse 23 Paul writes that these things have indeed a show of wisdom in
will worship.

"By way of concession the apostle here grants that the precepts and doctrines
of men about religious abstinences had a show ofwisdom ... but ... [it is] a mere
show, a bare pretext, a specious appearance, a fair colour of wisdom, which is of
no worth [for it contains], not the reality and truth of Christian wisdom, however
it might beguile those that were taken more with shadows than substance....

"[The expression] in will worship . .. [denotes an] arbitrary superstition, or
human invention, or self-willed religion, rather than Divine institutions. . ..
Though a performing those acts of worship willingly, which God Himself has
commanded, be necessary, and commendable in His willing people (Psalm
110:3), and they cannot be acceptable otherwise; yet when the will of man, in
contra-distinction to the will of God, is considered as constitutive of that worship
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which is offered to God of a man's own brain and devising, without God's
warrant, then that will-worship is hateful to God, and the more voluntary the more
abominable" (Matthew Poole).

These acts are performed in feigned humility. and neglecting of the body: not
in any honour to the sati.~fying ofthe flesh, "like those hypocrites in their fast, who
put on mortified looks and a neglected garb, with disguised countenances
(Matthew 6:16), showing themselves most submissive to the orders of their
superiors in that way of man's devising" (Matthew Poole). "So they seem to
neglect the body, by abstaining from such and such meats, and mortifying their
bodily pleasures and appetites; but there is nothing of true devotion in these
things, for the gospel teaches us to worship God in spirit and truth and not by
ritual observances, and through the mediation of Christ alone and not of any
angels" (Matthew Henry).

Thus "the apostle requires Christians to stand fast ... in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage
(Galatians 5:1) ... [for] the imposition of them is invading the authority of
Christ, the Head of the Church, and [is] introducing another law of command
ments contained in ordinances (Ephesians 2: IS), when Christ has abolished the
old one (Ephesians 2: IS). Such things have only a show of wisdom, but are
really folly ... [for] it is true wisdom to keep close to the appointments of the
gospel, and an entire subjection to Christ [who is] the only Head of the Church"
(Matthew Henry).

--e--

Studies in Numbers - 2
PETER KING

Chapters 2 and 3 - Organisation! God's way, not mine

THE reading may be tiresome, but we can discover wise counsel hidden here.

Passing (verses 1-19)

The wandering tribes were only to "camp" in the wilderness and not settle down,
for this was only a transition, as they passed to their destination - the Promised
Land. Don't get too comfortable in this world - "For here have we no continuing
city, but we seek one to come" (Hebrews 13: 14). The various tribes had their own
position in the camp circle and the tabernacle was in the middle at a precise
distance from the Levites. As the place where God promised to meet the Israelites
took centre stage, so our Lord Jesus Christ must be central to our life. We have
our place in the Church but "looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our
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faith". However near we walk to the Lord there must always be that reverent
distance between us, not to separate but distinguish.

Position (verses 20-32)

Where are you in your local church? On the outside or part of the praying people
and active fellowship? Each tribe had its place in the circle of the camp for it was
not haphazard, but a picture of orderliness so communication was easy, and also
wisdom, seeing the sons of Jacob were sometimes in conflict! JUdah, Issachar and
Zebulon were all Leah's children, so these were separate from Reuben and
Simeon who might object to Judah's leadership. Discipline was essential in this
desert crowd, as later chapters will reveal. How is your church organised? "Jesus
Christ himse~f being the chief comerstone, in whom the whole building, fitly
framed together" (Ephesians 2:20).

Pastoral care (verses 33-34)

Again we are told the Levites were not numbered with the tribes because they
were to be independent, doing the Lord's service and not influenced by tribal
pressures. Does this not teach us that pastors and other leaders must always be
neutral? A difficult position to be in but essential for the well being of the church.
Notice the people did everything the Lord told Moses, accepting Moses as their
mediator with Jehovah. In a Christian environment we must accept the word of
the Lord through our pastors and teachers so far as that accords with the
Scriptures, for pastors do not have special access to truth, only the ability to
expound it to the people. Remember when you reject the pastor's biblical teaching
you reject God!

The people have come into the wilderness journey ill equipped for a long haul,
so they have to be prepared, and the census gathers them, and the camp sets up a
base and chain of command. The Levites provide spiritual counsel, but they have
more responsibility, as we shall now discover. New believers come into the
fellowship needing guidance and teaching so they can strive to enter the Kingdom
of Heaven. Having separated Levi to a particular ministry, the details of that
service must be defined. God did not say work something out yourselves! He is a
God of order and the next two chapters explain this.

The Lord's choice (verses 1-13)

The key verse is 13b: "mine shall they be ... ", a clear demonstration of God's
separating grace or as we can say in our time, "the call to the Christian". Some
"give their heart to the Lord" but has God called them from darkness into light?
Many today have a wrong view of conversion allowing the churches to bring in
unbelievers. "The Lord said to Moses, Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present
them before Aaron the priest that they may minister unto him." Expressions like
"they shall attend" (verse 7), "you shall give" (verse 9) and "[ have taken the
Levites ... " (verse 12) impress on us that God is in control. Self is in so many
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T. Wright

"conversions" as people decide to follow Christ, because of emotion or feelings,
but here God is the authority in the Israelite camp and so He is in the Church.

The Lord's service
Having called the Levites to this special service the census is taken. Once again this
identifies the people involved so there is no misunderstanding. Psalm 87:6: "The
Lord shall count, when he writeth up the people, that this man was born there. " Not
only are the Levites counted, we also have a brief record of their duties, so that each
one knows what he has to do. Does that happen in your church or do things just
happen? Only certain people could do certain things, with the priestly family of
Aaron set aside to offer sacrifice (verses 1-3). Gershon had his task, Kohath his
duties and Merari his work; a clear demarcation between the different tribes. In a
Christian setting this does not mean only Mr. A can play the organ and Mrs. H
arrange the flowers, but it does mean only men shall preach and deacons serve the
church, otherwise we have disorder and that is God dishonouring. Nadab and Abihu
thought they knew best but they died before the Lord (verse 4).

The other side to service is obedience - all servants must obey their master, and
although all Christians are called to serve, the church has special leaders. Look at
verse 38 where judgement comes to the outsider (unbeliever)!

The Lord's way (verses 40-51)
Redemption is the great theme of the Bible, for Jesus our Redeemer came to save
the lost, and this passage is a beautiful picture of substitution. The first-born was
special in Israel confirming the love of God to all the family. The great first-born
Son is our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29). The Levites were not all first-born
but symbolic, so a one-for-one substitution took place. Redemption money made
up the short fall of 273. The picture is Christ in our place, "the just for the unjust",
and the price His own life's blood - the price paid in full.

Remember you are bought with a price and are not your own.

Toplady called at Osbome's, the well known London bookseller, who as he was
leaving drew him aside, and in a subdued voice said: "Sir, you will soon be
ordained. I suppose you have not laid in a very great stock of sermons. I can
supply you with as many sets as you please. All originals; very excellent ones,
and they will come for a trifle." Said Toplady: "I certainly shall never be a
customer to you in that way, for I am of opinion that a man who cannot or will
not make his own sermons is quite unfit to wear the gown." "Nay, young
gentleman," said Osbome, "do not be surprised at my offering you ready-made
sermons, for I assure you I have sold ready-made sermons to many a bishop in
my time." Said Toplady: "Good Mr. Osbome, if you have any concern for the
credit of the Church of England, never tell that news to anybody else from
thenceforward for ever."
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The First Resurrection
C. H. SPURGEON

(Revelation 20:4-6, 12)

Concluded from last issue

129

THERE is yet a third privilege in the text, upon which I shall speak but briefly. I
believe this to be also one of the glories that shall be revealed. The third privilege
of the text is -

"They shall reign with him a thousand years"
Here is another point upon which there has been a long and very vigorous
contention. It was believed in the early Church, I do not know whether there is
any Scriptural foundation for the precise date they fixed, that the seventh
thousand years of the world's history would be a Sabbath, that as there were six
days of toil in the week, and the seventh was a day of rest, so the world would
have six thousand years of toil and sorrow, and the seventh thousand would be a
thousand years of rest. I say I do not know that there is any Scripture for that; I
do know that there is none against it. I believe the Lord Himself shall come, "but
of that day and of that hour knoweth no man, no not even the angels of God." And
1 think it is idle to attempt to fix even the year or even the century when Christ
shall come. Our business is to expect Him always, to be always looking for His
appearing, watching for His coming; that whether He came at cock-crow, or
midnight, or at morning watch, we may be ready to go in with the wise virgins
into the marriage feast, and to rejoice with our Beloved. If there have been any
dates given, I am not able at present to find them out. All these dates and
mysteries I can leave to much more learned men, and men who give their whole
time to it. The book of Revelation needs another expounder besides those who
have loaded our shelves until they groan, for they have generally made confusion
worse confounded. Their expositions have been rather "an obvelation" than a
revelation, they have rather darkened counsel by words without knowledge than
made the dark things plain. I am prepared to go about as far as my predecessor,
Dr. Gill, went; as far as the old fathers of the Church went; as far as Baxter and
Bunyan would have gone; but to go no further than that. Yet I think we may say
this morning, there is in the text a distinct promise that the saints are to reign with
Christ a thousand years, and I believe they are to reign with Him upon this earth.
There are some passages which I think obtain a singular fullness of meaning
if this be true. Turn to Psalm 37: 10, 11. It is that Psalm where David has been
fretting himself, because of the evil doers, and their prosperity upon the earth. He
says, "For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shall diligently
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consider his place, and it shall not be. But the meek shall inherit the earth; and
shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace." You can interpret that to
mean that the meek man shall enjoy much more of this world's goods than the
sinner, and that he shall have abundance of peace. But I think you have given it a
lean meaning, a very lean meaning indeed. If it be true that these meek ones shall
yet possess this very earth, and that here, in the abundance of peace through the
Messiah's reign, they shall rejoice in it, I think you have found a fuller meaning,
and one which has a God-like meaning. So it is that God's promises always have
a wider meaning than we can conceive; now, in this case, if it only mean that the
meek are to have what they gain in this life, which is very little indeed, if they are
only to have what they enjoy here upon earth, which is so little, that I think if in
this life only they have hope, they are of all men the most miserable - if it only
mean that, then the promise means less than we might conceive it to mean, but if
it mean that they shall have glory even here, then you have given to it one of the
widest meanings you can conceive, a meaning like the meanings usually given to
the promises of God - wide, large, extensive, and worthy of Himself. Brethren,
the meek do not inherit the earth to any great degree at present, and we look for
this in another age.

Let me quote the language of Christ, lest you should think this passage peculiar
to the Old Testament dispensation: "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit
the earth." How? Where? When? Not now certainly, not in Christ's days, not in
apostolic times by any means. What did the meek inherit, brethren? Faggot,
flames, racks, pincers, dungeons. Their inheritance indeed, was nothing. They
were destitute, addicted, tormented, they wandered about in sheepskins and
goatskins, and if the meek are ever to inherit the earth, certainly it must be in some
age to come, for they have never inherited it yet.

Turn again to a passage in Revelation 5:9, 10: "And they sung a new song." It
is the very song we sang this morning, and it runs thus: "Thou art worthy to take
the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us
to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and
hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth."
Whether anyone disputes the genuineness of these words, I do not know; but if
they mean anything at all, if the Holy Spirit meant to set forth any meaning, surely
it must have been that the people of Christ shall reign on the earth. Besides,
remember our Saviour's words in Matthew 19:28, where in answer to a question
which had been put by Peter as to what His saints should have as the result of their
losses for His sake, He said unto them: "Verily I say unto you, that ye which have
followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of
his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life." It seems that Christ here is to
come in the regeneration, when in a newborn world there shall be joys fitted for
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the new-born spmts, and then there shall be splendours and glories for the
apostles first, and for all those who by any means have suffered any losses for
Christ Jesus. You find such passages as these in the Word of God: "The Lord of
hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients
gloriously." You find another like this in Zechariah: "My God shall come with
the multitude of his saints." Indeed, I could not now take up your time by quoting
many passages in which it seems to me that nothing but the triumph on the very
spot where they have fought the battle, nothing but the glory in the very place
where they have had the tug of war, will meet the meaning of God's Word.
I do look forward to this with joy, that though I may sleep in Christ before my
Master come, and I know not whether that shall be or no, yet I shall rise at the
day of His appearing, and shall be recompensed at the resurrection of the just if
I have truly and faithfully served Him; and that recompense shall be, to be made
like unto Him, and to partake of His glories before the eyes of men, and to reign
with Him during the thousand years. Dr. Watts, I believe, understood that Christ
is to come literally, for he says -

"Nor doth it yet appear
How great we must be made;
But when we see our Saviour here,
We shall be like our Head.

A hope so much divine
May trials well endure,
May purge our souls from sense and sin
As Christ the Lord is pure."

But to gather up what I have said, and to make one other observation. This
doctrine which I have preached just now is not an unpractical one. For throughout
the New Testament, whenever the apostle wants to stir up men to patience, to
labour, to hope, to endurance, to holiness, he generally says something about the
advent of Christ. "Be patient, brethren," says he, "for the coming of the Lord
draweth nigh." "Let your moderation be known unto all men, the Lord is at hand."
"Judge nothing before the time, till the Lord come." "When the great Shepherd
shall appear, ye also shall appear with him in glory." Brethren, I think we shall do
wrong if we make too much of this; but we shall do equally wrong if we make too
little of it. Let us give it a fair place in our thoughts, and especially let those of us
who fear God and believe in Jesus take this to be a window through which we can
look, when the house is dark and our home is full of misery, let us look to the time
when we shall rise among the first, following Christ the firstfruits, when we shall
reign with Christ, sharing in His glories, and when we shall know that the second
death over us hath no power.

I shall now turn to the second part of the discourse briefly. To the ungodly -
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2. THREE THINGS IN SIMPLICITY

The resurrection

Sinner, you have heard us speak of the resurrection of the righteous. To you the
word "resurrection" has no music. There is no flash of joy in your spirit when you
hear that the dead shall rise again. But oh, I pray thee lend me thine ear while I
assure thee in God's name that thou shalt rise. Not only shall your soul live - you
have perhaps become so brutish that you forget you have a soul - but your body
itself shall live. Those eyes that have been full of lust shall see sights of horror;
those ears which have listened to the temptations of the evil one, shall hear the
thunders of the day of judgment; those very feet that bare you to the theatre, shall
attempt, but utterly fail to sustain you when Christ shall sit in judgment. Think not
when your body is put into the soil that you have done with it. It has been partner
with your soul in sin; it shall be sharer with your soul in the punishment. He is
able to cast both body and soul into hell.

The heathens believed in the immortality of the soul. We need not therefore
prove what a heathen could conceive. It is the doctrine of the resurrection of the
body which is peculiar to Christianity. You are not prepared to cast away the
revelation of God I know. You receive that book as being God's book, and it tells
me that the dead, both small and great, shall rise. When the archangel's trump
shall sound, the whole of the old inhabitants of the world before the flood shall
rise out of the ocean. The buried palaces, the sunken homes, shall all give up the
multitude who once married and were given in marriage, until Noah entered into
the ark. Up shall rise from the great deeps of the fathomless sea, thousands upon
thousands of men who have slept now these three and four thousand years. Every
churchyard, too, where men have been quietly buried with Christian rites but yet
were unchristian still, shall yield up its dead. The battle-field shall yield a mighty
harvest, a harvest which was sown in blood, and which shall be reaped in tempest.
Every place where man has lived and man has died shall see the dying quickened
once again, and flesh and blood once more instinct with life. But the main thing
with you is that you will be there.

Living and dying as you now are, ungodly and unconverted, the most awful
curse that could fall on you, with the exception of the damnation of your soul, is
the sure and certain resurrection of your body. Go, now, and paint it if you will,
and seek a beauty which the worm shall loathe. Go and pamper your body; drink
the sweet and eat the fat. Go and luxuriate and indulge it in ease. Oh, sir, you may
well pamper your bodies, for there is short enough time for your body to have
mirth in; and when that short time is over thou shalt drink another wine - the
dregs of the cup of God's wrath, which the wicked shall drain to the last drop.
Satisfy thine ears with music now; thou shalt soon hear nothing but the howling
of the damned. Go thou thy way, eat, drink, and be merry; but for all these the
Lord shall bring thee into judgment - sevenfold for all thy sinful pleasures, yea
seventy times seven. For all thy joys of lust, and wickedness and crime, shall the
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Lord be avenged on thee, in the great and terrible day of his wrath. Sinner, think
thou of this, and when thou sinnest think of the resurrection.

The judgment

But after the resurrection, according to the text, comes the judgment. You have
cursed God. The oath died away. No, sir, it did not, it imprinted itself upon the
great book of God's remembrance. You have entered the chamber of wantonness,
or the hall of infidelity; you have walked through the stews of grime, and through
the stench and filth of the brothel. You have wandered into sin and plunged into
it, thinking it would all die with the day, that as the night covers up the sights of
the day, so the night of death should cover up the deeds of your day of life. Not
so. The books shall be opened. I think I see you wipe your blanching cheeks,
closing your eyes because you dare not look upon the Judge when He opens that
page where stands your history. I hear yon sinner, boldest among you all. He is
crying, "Ye rocks fall on me". There they stand, sublime and dread, those granite
rooks; he would rather be crushed than stand there before the avenging eye; but
the mountains will not loosen, their flinty bowels feel no pangs of sympathy, they
will not move. You stand while the fiery eye looks you through and through, and
the dread voice reads on, and on, and on, your every act, and word, and thought.
I see you as the shameful crime is read, and men and angels hear. I see your horror
as a nameless deed is told, in terms explicit, which none can misunderstand. I hear
your thought brought out - that lust, that murder which was in the thought, but
never grew into the deed. And you are all this while astonished like Belshazzar,
when he saw the writing on the wall and his loins were loose, and he was terribly
afraid. So shall it be with you; and yet again, and again, and again, shall you send
up that awful shriek: "Hide us! hide us from the face of him that sitteth upon the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb!"

The damnation

But then cometh the end, the last of all. After death the judgment, after judgment
the damnation. If it be a dreadful thing to live again, if it be a more dreadful thing
still to spend the first day of that life in the grand assize of God, how much more
awful shall it be when the sentence is pronounced, and the terror of punishment
shall begin! We believe that the souls of the wicked are already tormented, but this
judgment will cast both body and soul into the lake of fire. Men and women, ye
who fear not God, and have no faith in Jesus, I cannot picture to you damnation.
Across it let me draw a curtain. But though we must not picture it, I pray you
realize it. When Martin has painted some of his sublime pictures, he has generally
heightened the effect by masses of darkness. Surely, this is the way in which God
has painted hell, rather by masses of darkness than by definiteness of light. This
much we know, that hell is a place of absence from God - a place for the
development of sin, where every passion is unbridled every lust unrestrained - a
place where God punishes night and day those who sin night and day - a place
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where there is never sleep, or rest or hope - a place where a drop of water is
denied, though thirst shall burn the tongue - a place where pleasure never
breathed, where light never dawned, where anything like consolation was never
heard of - a place where the gospel is denied, where mercy droops her wings and
dies - a place where vengeance reigns and shakes his Shams, and brandishes his
sword - a place of fury and of burning - a place, the like of which imagination
hath not pictured. May God grant it may be a place which you shall never see, and
whose dread you shall never feel. Sinner, instead of preaching it to thee, let me
bid thee fly from it. Die, sinner, and flight from hell becomes impossible, and thou
art lost then, eternally. Oh, while yet thou art on praying ground, I pray thee, think
on thy end. "Because she remembered not her latter end, she came down
wonderfully." Let it not be said thus of you. Think! think! this warning may be the
last you shall ever hear. You may never be spared to come to a place of worship
again. Perhaps, while you sit here the last sands are dropping from the hour glass;
and then, no more warning can be given, because redemption and escape shall be
impossible to you.

Soul, I lift up before thee now, Christ the crucified one - "Whosoever believeth
on him shall never perish, but hath eternal life." As Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, so this morning the Son of Man is lifted up. Sinner, see His
wounds. Look to His thorn-crowned head. See the nails of His hands and of His
feet. Do you perceive Him? Hark! while He cries, "Why hast thou forsaken me?".
Listen again while He says, "It is finished! It is finished!". Salvation finished!
And now, salvation is freely preached to thee. Believe on Christ and thou shall be
saved. Trust Him, and all the horrors of the future shall have no power over you;
but the splendours of this prophecy shall be fulfi))ed, be they what they may. Oh
that this morning some of you may trust my Master for the first time in your lives,
and this done, you need not curiously enquire what the future shall be, but you
may sit down calmly and say: "Come when it will, my soul is on the Rock of
Ages; it fears no ill; it fears no tempest; it defies all pain. Come quickly! come
quickly! even so, come quickly, Lord Jesus."

--e--

Addressing God in Prayer
and Worship

1. ERNEST WILSON

ONE of the features of our modern permissive society, is the tendency to
familiarity in addressing the aged or those in positions of authority. It is becoming
quite common for children and young people to ca)) old people by their first name.
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It is one of the results of modern revolt and the breakdown of law and order and
authority, to drop the old terms of honour and respect in addressing their elders.

Conditions in the world usually have a way of manifesting themselves in
the church. It is becoming increasingly common to hear God addressed with the
familiar "you" instead of the reverential "thou". The argument is that the
reverential form is archaic, it was used in Shakespeare's day, and was the common
form of speech when the King James version of the Bible was translated in 1611.
We no longer use it today in addressing each other, therefore let us drop it in
addressing God! It is regarded as a mark of superior education and sophistication
to avoid the old forms and use modern language in praying to the Deity. Those
who do it, insist that it is not a lack of reverence, but using language that everyone
understands. This is very plausible, but is it true?

The question ofEnglish grammar
We are told that the old form of the second person "thou," and its use in everyday
speech has been dropped. Admittedly, when the King James Version was
translated, "thou, thee", etc., were simply singular forms of the pronouns, while
"you" was the plural form. The translators followed this rule whether God or man
was being addressed. But today the plural form "you" is commonly used as a
singular. While this is true, yet the old form of the second person and its reverential
use, is a part of our language. We learn it in school in our verb conjugations: I am,
thou art, he is, etc. In most languages, reverential forms of speech are used in
addressing the Deity. For example, in the Latin languages, such as Spanish and
Portuguese, the second person "tu" (thou) is used in a three-fold way:

(I) Endearment and intimacy, between husband and wife, to a child or
intimate friend.

(2) It is used in disparagement to one regarded as an inferior.

(3) Always in a reverential way in addressing the Deity.

In Bantu languages used in Africa, and among so-called primitive people
generally, God is addressed in majestic terms and titles. No African child would
think of addressing his parent or an elder by the familiar form, and to speak to
Almighty God in this way would be unthinkable!

The need for reverence

In addressing a king or the president, or a cabinet minister or ajudge on the bench
when a law court is in session, it is customary to use respectful terms which we
do not ordinarily use; your majesty, your honour, etc. The New Testament
sanctions and gives examples of such usages. We read there of an honourable
counsellor and of honourable women. Luke addresses his Gospel to the "Most
Excellent Theophilus", and Paul addressing Festus the Governor, uses the term
"Most Noble". It is a part of the present day decline in respect, to despise dignities
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and authority. But if one were to use the language of the street or the market place
in addressing a judge while he is presiding in a law court, he would be held in
contempt of court, how much more the need for reverence and respect in
addressing the Creator and Redeemer of the universe!

Another important point is consideration for the feelings of others. From time
immemorial it has been the custom to follow the examples in Scripture in
addressing Almighty God. But this is not just mere custom or tradition. God said
to the wicked in Psalm 50:21: "Thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one
as thyself." It is both the direct teaching and example of Holy Scripture. To hear
anyone publicly address God in familiar language, calling Him "you'" shocks the
feelings of older and sensitive, spiritual people, who are characterised by the fear
of God in their lives and speech. It is altogether wrong to hurt and shock the
feelings of the saints in this way.

One would make a distinction between a young person recently saved, who is not
familiar with the teaching and language of Holy Scripture, and the mature person
who uses this kind of language deliberately. There is a difference between
ignorance and arrogance. The first needs teaching, the second, rebuke. A much used
and abused word today is "communication." Some have the idea that in speaking
to the young and immature, we have to use the language and vocabulary of the
street corner or the high school. The only way to raise the level of respect and the
dignity of personality, is to use simple but dignified language in speaking to them.

Modern Bible translations

One very serious contributing factor, that has helped along this tendency of
disrespect in addressing God, has been some of the modem revisions and
paraphrases of Scripture. Two of the chief offenders in this respect are the Revised
Standard Version of the Bible, authorised in 1951 by the National Council of
Churches, and the New English Bible, the New Testament of which was published
in 1961. Some of the men on the committees for translation of both of these
versions are notorious liberals who do not believe in the deity of Christ, His virgin
birth, and other fundamentals of the faith. This decided bias comes out in their
translation of vital passages. Sometimes in the RSV, the formal address of "thee,"
"thou" and "thine" is used, while at other titles the familiar "you" and "yours" is
used. Dean Weigle, the chairman of the revision committee, on page 56 of "An
Introduction to the RSV", explains their use in this way: "After two years of debate
and experiment, it was decided to abandon these forms, and to follow the modern
usage, except in language addressed to God." Note carefully the distinction; the
formal address is used in addressing God, and the informal is used in speaking to
man. Let us look at one or two examples which illustrate this rule of translation:

The AV of Matthew 16:16 reads: "Thou art the Christ, the son of the living God."
The RSV reads: "You are the Christ, the son of the living God."
Does this mean that Christ is only a man and not God? According to Dean

Weigle's explanation, this is the only conclusion we can reach.
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The AV of Acts 9:5 reads: "Who art thou, Lord?"
The RSV reads: "Who are you, Lord?"
Did Saul of Tarsus believe that the One who spoke to him from heaven was

only a man?
The New English translation follows the same rule. In this version the

reverential "thee" or "thou" is never used in the Gospels in addressing our Lord
Jesus Christ. This distinction of pronouns has a subtile doctrinal implication, and
gives the impression that the translators are trying to separate our Lord and
Saviour from God and so undermine the doctrine of His deity.

The influence of theological colleges
Unfortunately, many of the teachers in academic theological circles have adopted
the use of the familiar "you" in addressing both God the Father and our Lord Jesus
Christ. This has helped to popularise the trend. Young people take their cue from
their teachers. They can do no wrong and it sounds educated to imitate them.
Leaders and teachers today have a tremendous responsibility to show an example
of reverence and becoming humility in speaking to a Holy God.

In the Psalms "you" and "your" occur 30 times, and never in addressing God;
but "Thy" and "Thou" occur 2,860 times. Solomon's great prayer, recorded in
Second Chronicles, uses "Thy" 61 times but "you" is not to be found.

The prayer of our Lord Jesus in John 17 lacks a single "You," but contains
"Thou" and "Thine" 41 times. We would lovingly appeal to all who know and
love, worship and serve our Lord Jesus Christ, and who confess Him, not only as
the unique Son of God, but as God the Son manifest in flesh, to avoid any
semblance of disrespectful or slang language, either in speaking to Him in prayer
and praise, or speaking about Him in the preaching of the Gospel, or in the
ministry of the Word.

"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom,
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing" (Revelation 5.12). Amen.

(Provided by Mr. N. G. Nicholls, Eyemouth)

--e--

Book Reviews
The Lord's Supper. Thomas Watson. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 86, paperback. £3.75.
ISBN 0 85151854 O.

This is another volume in the Puritan Paperbacks series, being a reprint of the original The Holy
Eucharist of 1665.

Holy Communion - a special occasion, something rarely or never bothered with, a hurried
little extra on the end of the main service - what is it for you? Thomas Watson seeks to show
why each Communion should be treated as special, beginning with biblical teaching on the nature
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of the sacrament, plus personal comments which may sound a little quaint or forced at times.
He then moves on to advice on personal preparation and to answering some standard excuses for
non-attendance.

His style is unusual, mixing direct teaching with question and answer. He uses scriptural
illustrations and quotes other sources, often in Latin (but translated also) - the relevance of some of
the latter not always too obvious.

A thoughtful and helpful study if the Lord's Supper has become routine, or if you need some new
material on which to draw to help you lead a Communion.

Ten Boys Who Made History. pp. 153, paperback. ISBN I 857928369.

Ten Girls Who Made History. Irene Howat. Christian Focus Publications. Paperback. £3.99
each. ISBN I 85792 837 7.

These two volumes form part of a series of six books which contain the edited biographies of well
known Christians. Suitable for children aged 8- I I years, the books, however, arc not illustrated.
Ten Boys Who Made History recounts episodes from the lives of Robert Murray McCheyne, Martin
Lloyd Jones, George Whitefield, Charles Spurgeon, Jonathan Edwards. Samuel Rutherford,
D. L. Moody, Billy Sunday, A. W. Tozer and John Owen. Ten Girls Who Made History covers
Florence Nightingale, Henrietta Mears, Mary Jane Kinaird, Elisabeth Elliot, Ida Sandler, Betty
Green, Jeanette Li, Bessie Adams, Emma Dryer and Lottie Moon.

Each chapter includes an abridged biography, a Fact File which gives some historical context for
the events described, and a section for further thinking and reading. A quiz (with answers) is
included at the end of each book.

John G. Paton: South Sea Island Rescue. Kay Walsh. Christian Focus Publications.
pp. 155, paperback. £3.99. ISBN: I 85792 852 O.

The reader's interest in this exciting account of the life of the South Sea Island missionary is
captured from the very first chapter which begins with a cannibal chase through the jungle. John G.
Paton's story is retold through the following chapters and readers arc encouraged to apply the
lessons of his life to their own through the Thinking Further Topics. Aimed at 9-14 year olds, the
book is not illustrated.

Authentic Christianity, Volume 3. Acts 5 and 6. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Banner of Truth.
pp. 343, hardback. £ 15.95. ISBN 8 85151 807 9.

Volumes of the Doctor's sermons hardly need commendation. The value in this series lies, in part at
least, in the preacher's ability to place his hearers right at the heart of the record in Acts, showing
that the people among whom these things happened were just like us. So his two sermons on
Unbelief (11 and 12), for instance, show how the irrationality and nature of unbelief has not changed
in two thousand years, and how the Gospel addresses it. All Christians would benefit from reading
sermons, and these would be especially beneficial.

Just an Orange. Transforming Lives. Clare Levy. Authentic Media. pp. 152, paperback.
£5.99. ISBN I 85078491 4.

This small and seemingly insignificant paperback carefully masquerades a tragic yet meaningful
story of a young women whose life becomes blighted by a serious internal illness. The illness is an
incurable brain tumour which puzzles even the most skilled physicians - indeed some are of the
opinion that her life span will be incredibly short and certainly no longer than her teenage years.

The girl, Emma Freeman, was born into a believing family in South Wales, whose faith is sorely
tried. It must be remembered that the concept of suffering throughout the whole narrative is not just
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centred on the girl but on the family as a whole, which means it is co-operative sutfcllng. Indeed in
the final chapters the suffering whieh has been so incomprehensible as we read, reflects s()fllething
of the glory of God. It can be described as an example and as an inspiration to any person or family
who may find themselves in a similar situation.

The girl herself is a great example of patience whose close adherence to God is there in the midst
of the greatest calamity.

For the most part, the book is easy to read, though at times the style is somewhat inept, so
presenting no apparent difficulty for the reader. P.L.W.

The Practical Calvinist. Peter A. Lillback (ed). Mentor. pp. 584, hardback. £24.99. ISBN
1857928148.

This volume is a collection of papers written in honour of Dr. D. Clair Davis, who has served at
Westminster Theological Seminary for thirty years. While the one in whose name these papers are
written may be unknown to many in the UK, there is no doubting the familiarity many will have
with the contents, which comes as "An introduction to the Presbyterian and Reformed Heritage".
Many will be equally familiar with at least some of the contributors.

The book is divided into four parts, dealing with the Practical Implications of the Five Points of
Calvinism, The Reformed Heritage Throughout Church History, Distinctives of American
Presbyterianism, Anecdotes concerning Dr. Davis, and a Representative Bibliography of his
published work. The earlier parts are likely to have the widest appeal, and those contributed by
Dr. Davis himself are written in a warm and easy style. There can be what Henry Venn called, "a
false libertine Calvinism [thatI stops up every avenue: sin, the Law, holiness, experience are all
[accounted] nothing." A work like this goes a long way to show how being a Calvinist is being a
Christian, with all that that implies.

Signs of the Times. Dr. John Kennedy. James Begg Society. pp. 66, paperback. £3.00. ISBN
095392 414 9.

At a time of doctrinal confusion in most of the mainstream Christian churches, the republication of
this book by the James Begg Society must be considered timely. The Colenso affair that rocked the
Church of England and the Downgrade Controversy in the Baptist churches will be well-known to
readers south of the Border, but these may be less aware that Scotland also had its problems during
the 1870s, when Professor William Robertson Smith, of the Free Church of Scotland, adopted a very
critical view of the Holy Scriptures.

This series of eight articles were written in 1879 for the local press by a faithful Free Church
minister, Dr. John Kennedy, of Dingwall. in response to this and other issues affecting the Scottish
churches, under the title "The Present Cast and Tendency of Religious Thought and Feeling in
Scotland". The present publishers have adopted the new title in the conviction that Kennedy's words
have something to say to us.

The writer begins by describing the distinctive features of Scottish Christianity in past times, in
particular adherence to the truths of Scripture, as detailed in the Westminster Confession, concern
with the depth and power of religion, and nonconformity to the world. He next considers the general
tendency of Christianity in his day to become less distinctive in these respects, before examining in
depth the state of the three Presbyterian churches then active in Scotland, the United Presbyterian
Church, the Free Church and the Established Church.

The format of Kennedy's articles resembles that of Ryle, in the use of numbered paragraphs, but
his style is rather different. The author is given to quaint turns of phrase. Here are two specimens of
his writing:

"Any Church that gives place in her creed to the doctrine of universal love, after having once
stood upon Con!i'ssion ground, must be carried greatly further by the momentum acquired during
the descent a/readv made. It will become utterly impossible to continue to have any hold of the
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doctrine of the cross; and the power (!l godliness can no longer he sustained hy the pap which
will he the food served out from her pulpits. The Church that is content with such fare as this has
passed into her dotage. "

"Andfmm observation we know that there are in the ministry of the Establishment. ecclesiastical
apes, given to mimicry of the English clergy, who are seemingly quite as innocent ol common
sense as they are void ofgrace. "

English readers will find it helpful to mug up their Scottish church history before embarking on
the book.

A Cornish Revival- the Life and Times of Samuel Walker of Truro. Tim Shenton.
Evangelical Press. pp. 400, hardback. £\6.95. ISBN °85234 522 4.

The story of the Evangelical Revival of the 18th century has been told many times, but Samuel
Walker has usually occupied a minor place amongst the evangelical stalwarts of the day. Tim
Shenton sets out to redress the imbalance in this detailed account of Walker's life, and his influence
upon the work of God in Cornwall and further afield. In addition he seeks to rescue Walker from
what he sees as a fourfold injustice - authors who pay him scant regard, unfair criticism, particularly
in respect of Anglican-Methodist separation, the over-shadowing effect of John Wesley, and
historical inaccuracy.

With the insertion of frequent extracts from correspondence and writings, this is a thorough
enquiry into the revival of religion during Walker's comparatively brief curacy in Truro, and its
impact for good in the city and surrounding area, and indeed in other parts of the land. The intensity
of his ministry, the frequency of meetings, the loneliness of his situation as he taught a growing
church, are all vividly portrayed. The author examines closely Walker's relationship with the
Wesleys, his attitude towards the rising tide of Methodism and his opposition to separation from the
Established Church. The respect in which he was held by leaders of the Revival in other parts of the
country is also brought out.

Three short appendices - Walker's advice to a neighbouring minister as to how to respond to
enquirers, his Act of Self-Examination at the Close of Day, and a chronological record of his
works - adds to the usefulness of the book. A detailed bibliography reveals the depths of the author's
research, whilst copious notes and an index conclude the volume, which goes a long way towards
righting the injustices referred to earlier. This book will rightly take its place alongside others
covering this important era of the work of God in this land.

The Church in Crisis. David N. Samuel. The Church of England (Continuing). pp. 159,
paperback. £3.95. Available from: CofE (Continuing), clo 17 Greenfels Rise, Oakham, Dudley,
West Midlands, DY2 7TP.

To regard this volume as merely a commemorative apologia for the 10th anniversary of the founding
of the CofE (Continuing) would be to miss the abiding value of this collection of essays, lectures
and speeches by David Samuel, Bishop of the CofE (Cont.). It commands a wide circulation. In
clear, ringing tones, fourteen articles cover the emergence, basis, and doctrinal foundations of the
CofF (Cont.), set up because the CofE has forsaken the Gospel in all areas of its life - moral, biblical
and theological. How this disastrous situation has arisen, and what can be done about it, is presented
in broad brush strokes.

Despite Some inevitable overlap, each article originates in a different context, thus, adding to the
rich tapestry presented. The day for compromise has passed, indeed this has added greatly to the
problem. If English churchmen are to rise up and stand for the truth as it is in Christ then we can
see the CotE (Cont.) showing the way forward. The style is easy, flowing, crystal clear, thoroughly
biblical, and unequivocal. Articles on the theology of the Book ofCommon Prayer, the abiding value
of the Authorised Version (very sane and should be read), an historical Episcopacy based on
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apostolic teaching, all rub shoulders with clear statements of the nature of the Gospel, the need of a
consistent Protestantism, the nature of the present crisis, and the necessity of realising it is time to
choose where our future lies. It is demanding of a response.

Regrettably, those who most need to read this book will be the least inclined to do so, such is the
sad and disastrous state we are in. These articles are not published simply to urge men and women
to leave the Established Church for the CofF (Cont.), but it is a clarion call to see where we are and
why. For too long evangelicals have fudged vital issues, compromised the Gospel, drifted from their
biblical heritage, and sought to justify their position on pragmatic grounds. This will not do and
these essays seek to open our eyes to the reality of the situation. This is why it is important we see
the book for what it is, and not some mere in-house justification. It should be read and acted upon.
There is so much good here that it will nourish, encourage, and point the way forward. It can be read
with very great profit for those seeking biblical foundations for their faith and churchmanship.

"Crisis" is often an overworked term - but not in this case. The CofE (Cont.) is to be thanked for
giving us this collection by a modem J. C. Ryle.

The Guide - Job. Peter Bloomfield. Evangelical Press. pp. 224. £.7.00. ISBN 0 85234 539 9.

Job is the seventh book in the series called The Guide which aims to explain simply relevant topics
(such as The Guide - Christian Comfort) and books of the Bible. An innovative feature of The Guide
is that it is linked to its own website where the reader can ask questions related to the book read.

The Guide for Job is divided into fourteen chapters and within each chapter are various
subsections following the pattern: Look it up (the Bible passage being considered), Introduction,
What the text teaches, Remember this and To summarize.

The forty-two chapters of Job are not easy reading, even for the mature and well-taught Christian,
but Peter Bloomfield, an Australian Presbyterian minister, encourages his readers to tackle, and
learn from, this book. The author deals well with the debates between Job and his so-called friends.
In chapter 9, he helpfully deals with gospel themes in Job: The Mediator (9:32-35), Resurrection
(19:25-27) and Revelation (God revealing Himself) (chapters 38-41). Commenting on Job 19, we
read: "Job is sure that God saves His believing people from death.... Even if his present sufferings
stop, Job knows that he will die one day, but that will not be the end of him. He believes in life
beyond the grave, and not only life, but life with God.... The death of the body is not the end of
the body. The skin will be destroyed but will live again and 'see God'." Job 19:25-27 is a remarkable
statement, especially as it comes from what is probably the oldest biblical book. The text used is
the NIY.

The Acceptable Sacrifice. Puritan Paperbacks. John Bunyan. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp. 117, paperback. ISBN 0 85151 8524.

One of the most pertinent parts of this hook. and enjoyahle by reason of the felicity of the language,
is the preface hy C,corgc ('okayn. a kindrcd spirit with Bunyan. Writing in 1688 after Bunyan's
dcath and hl'lorc thc crisis caused hy Jamcs II's attempt to restore Roman Catholicism had been
rcsolvcd. hc said: "Mcrcy andjudgmcnt scem to he struggling in the same womb of providence; and
which will come first out we know not; but neither of them can we comfortably meet, but with a
hroken and a contrite spirit." That surely is a message for us today as well'

John Bunyan's title is an exposition of Psalm 51: 17: "A broken and a contrite heart, 0 God, thou
wilt not despise." With clear steps, each leading to conclusions well-grounded in Scripture, Bunyan
exposes our condition in words that will not be welcomed by those who teach the essential goodness
of man: 'The heart is by nature hard, stupid, and impenetrable.... " This hard heart is only to be
broken "by the Word wielded by the might of God". However, it is not enough to hear the word
preached, without hearing the voice of God in it. The sinner's heart must be "rightly broken and
truly contrite". Once broken and contrite, the heart becomes a "fit receptacle for the things of God",
and is the acceptable sacrifice.
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With his usual plainness, Bunyan presents the reader with the alternative. if the heart be not
broken, we are let alone by God till the reckoning at judgment day. Bunyan closes with answers to
three objections likely to be raised to his exposition of the text.

A small book and heartily recommended. There are not many such gems to he found at such an
acceptable price. G.F.H.H.

Editor's Note: We live, regretfully. in a day when most evangelicals have a!Jandoncd the Authorised (King
lames) Version of the BiMe. Rather, therefore. than ceasing to revicw most hooks. wc trv to warn readers by
stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel Maga/.inc rClI/ains true to the
AVas the best text and translation. in beautiful andj(Jrmative English. That H'C '''III/C (I//(Ither translation does
not mean we endorse it.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.
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