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"The cloke which I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with
thee, and the books. but especially the parchments" (2 Timothy 4: J3)

AN APPEAL FOR PAST VOLUMES OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE

PAUL was in prison for the last time. He needed a cloke in his prison cell, witt
winter coming on. He writes to Timothy to bring it from Troas, over six hundre(
miles away. Shame on the church in Rome which did not provide him one! Ht
also asks for books. Tyndale who translated the Bible into English, when if
prison, asked the same things.

Both men had one thing on their minds, weighing very heavily. It was the failt
committed to them, and passing it on to the next generation. Paul speaks te
Timothy in this his last letter, to "hold fast the foml of sound words, which thot
hast heard of me", and "the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be ablt
to teach others also". That Ilmst be connected to his desire for books anc
parchments. No one really knows what they were, but knowing the man, it is mOrt
than certain they were to do with his burning passion, the Gospel, the Word oJ
God. It must be passed on!

The Trustees met and are determined to pass on the Gospel Magazine complett
from 1766 to now to coming generations, until it please the Father to send the
Lord back to earth. We believe it will be of great use throughout the English·
speaking world.

The snag we have hit is missing volumes. We lack certain volumes, and are
appealing to any reader who has these to contact us. Are there any in some
bookshelf at home, some cupboard in your place of worship, or do you know ol
a friend who has them? If so, would you please contact the editor at the addres~
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at the head of page 109 - we would be glad to hear from you. We are trying to
buy, but they are not so far available.

The missing volumes of the Gospel Magazine that wc need arc those of 1772,
1776, 1783-1795 inclusive, 1809, 1855, and 1933. Please pray that we may find
these and, in addition, we simply need any past volumes in order to copy them.
We do not want to lose any of the precious set we now have, so are asking if
anyone can provide? We do have quite a few duplicate past volumes, but by no
means all. Can you help us?

---e---

• CONSCIENCE •
A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"The inhabitant shall not say. I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall
beforgiven their iniquity" (Isaiah 33:24)

A Weak Conscience

God had accused the people in Jerusalem of many and great sins through His
servant Isaiah. They ignored him quite happily. They felt they were good and
religious and deserved only good from God. All around us are people who think
just like those ancient Israelites.

A defiled conscience

Both ancients and modems had and have twisted, darkened consciences, for both
are religious and sinful at the same time. Both are in full rebellion against God.
Both feel their laws are more righteous than God's Laws. The ancient Israelites
felt it right to worship Baal with God, to recognise strange gods and God at the
same time. Isaiah denounces their treaties with the heathen round about as sinful.
That i.s because the treaty was regarded as between the gods, and the smaller
nation's god was therefore junior to the bigger nation's god. God refused. Today
they feel it right to accept all religions as equal, and if you were to see what is
being put round the schools as teaching material, you would see that the Lord God
and His Christ play a junior role to Mohammed and many strange deities.

Further, their det1led consciences put light for darkness and darkness for light,
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter. Today that is ever more so. They are
conscience-struck if they confess Jesus to be superior to the myriad false deities.
They feel it utterly wrong to condemn things like practicing homosexuality, or
even murder in the name of God. Others deceive the exchequer, excusing
themselves, as they do in many other matters by, "everybody does it", "well, he
can afford it"; and "anyhow, who knows?". They use a host of hard-hearted
excuses to justify themselves in fornication, adultery, abortion, divorce, and
euthanasia. Their consciences are defiled.
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How do you reach such hardened consciences, How can they be made to
repent?

God's dealings with conscience
God put those wicked inhabitants of Jerusalem through His mill, and punished
their misdeeds in His deep love, until they saw things differently. He did it by
using Assyria and Babylon to ravage their land and destroy all they valued, and
take them away into captivity. God is doing the same today to those He loves. God
is at work in arousing the consciences of sinners.

Only yesterday I heard of a foremost lawyer, a religious man, whose trial for
fraud in very high places cost the British taxpayer hundreds of thousands, and
who went to prison for nine years. Some three years ago he wrote that he had in
his cell a Bible which he read, and saw for the first time what sort of a man he
really was, and how wrong his religion was. He said he was convicted in his
conscience, was saved, and was witnessing boldly, holding Bible studies in the
prison, helping many of the illiterate prisoners and spending an hour a day in
prayer on his knees. He took pains to emphasize his repentance and confessed
what an evil man he had been in unvarnished terms.

A restored conscience
Isaiah sees into the future. He prophesies that when God has dealt with the
inhabitants of Jerusalem they will be saying out loud "I am sick". They will each
have received light in their consciences and will see themselves as they are - vile,
and go round saying so. God deals with each of us as individuals, as unique
beings, not in the herd. So each one is so driven by this powerful persistent
conscience so as to feel so miserable for his sins that he cries out, "I anl sick".
Suppress conscience as we will, it bursts out.

Once as a boy I was going to a railway station eafJy on an autumn morning, and
saw a heavy paving slab that had been lifted right up. Looking under, I saw that
the cause was a couple of thin, spindly, weak toadstool stems, little thicker than a
pencil lead, that had come up in the night. Such is conscience, it appears so weak,
despicable, under-powered, but it is more powerful than anything else in the world.
It cannot be silenced. An unrenewed conscience costs the taxpayer millions untold.
It fills our doctor's surgeries, our hospital beds, and it disorders lives. It costs
billions in drugs, tranquillisers, psychiatrists, time off work, many forms of
breakdown, and protection against those whose consciences say, "plant a bomb"!

Conscience is the candle of the Lord, and it searches my heart. Like the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and like that lawyer, the nearer I get to the Lord, the
more it reveals my sin to me, and the worse [ see myself to be, so 1 grow sad.

A contented conscience

However, I know I am forgiven, so I have a happy and contented conscience, a
paradox if ever there was one. How is that? It is because I have understood and
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accepted God's answer. God's answer to Jerusalem's sad inhabitants long ago,
was to say, "the people living in it will be forgiven iniquity". Put even more
literally, God is saying, "will be lifted up in respect of iniquity". The idiom of
"lifting up" or "bearing iniquity", is rooted in the Day of Atonement. On that day
once a year, the High Priest went into the Tabernacle with blood, and atoned by
sprinkling the blood of a sacrifice on the mercy seat of the ark. He also put the sin
of the people on to the scapegoat, which was driven away into the desert, the sin
gone forever. It is all in Leviticus chapter sixteen.

What Isaiah forsees is a time coming when God would free them from all that
bound and imprisoned them. He would in that day command the conscience to be
quiet, so "the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick". The man forgets his sins and he
rejoices, is freed, and liberated to serve his God and his fellows. It all comes with
Messiah, the Lord Jesus, who silenced sin forever when on that cross of blood He
said, "It is finished". That word makes a contented conscience, so there is no more
conscience of sin left, because sin no longer exists. It is past, done, put away. The
word "iniquity" in our text, is also the word meaning "a sacrifice for iniquity".
That is what Christ Jesus did, became our sacritice for sin.

A comforted conscience

The Gospel matches the need and brings true comfort. There will neither be
sickness nor sin, says the Prophet. Two things happen, one in the body and the
other in the soul. It heals the body. Once their conscience is quiet, many discover
powers they had long lost, power to learn, to work, to live and love again.

"Down in the human heart, crushed by the tempter,
Feelings lie buried that grace can restore;
Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness,
Chords that were broken will vibrate once more."

We live by hope, and the restoration of a good, clean conscience can mean when
a man is converted, there is an end of doctor's visits in many cases, and the awaken
ing again of health and long-lost abilities. Hope and purpose to life come anew.

The Gospel also heals the soul from sin, as we have seen. Both happen when
God saves a man, and he returns from captivity, physically and spiritually.

Our nation is paralysed in sin. Once God frees them, they will love God and
His laws as much as they are restlessly discontented now. They will be as proud
of Christ and His cross, as they are now ashamed of being different to the heathen.
They will become "the quiet in the land", governable, and in every way be the
opposite of what they are now.

Industry will emerge as they start inventing new inventions, thinking new and
right things, and being honest, hard-working and reliable. Have you never noticed
that one effect of the unbelief surrounding us is that all shops sell roughly the
same few things? Wesley said if he opened a shop he would take care to stock
different and original things.
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They will learn the secret of contentment with things as they are, and cease to
desire perpetual bad changes for the worse. Contentment will come in all the
places it is not now: in marriage, in looking after children, with wages, with
difficult employers, with intolerable circumstances, yes, even with death itself.

Conclusion
We are to accept God's Word, which is not just written to those sinful people so
long ago, but to us now. It is true, as Isaiah says in chapter one, we were sick
through sin, there was no soundness in us, "but wounds, and bruises, and
putrifying sores".

But God said, "the people who dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity".
It is so simple! The Lord Jesus said to the paral.ysed man on his bed, "Son, thy
sins are forgiven thee", and he got up, carried his bed and wal.ked. Likewise He
said to the woman who anointed his feet, "thy sins are forgiven". He told her to
"go in peace", and she did. The secret is naked faith. Believe, and thou shalt be
made whole. Trust, and be a new creature, no more conscience of sins that are
past. God grant grace.

---e---

• FOR YOUNGER READERS •

C. MACKENZI E

JEHOVAH ROPHI - THE LORD WHO HEALS

I RECENTLY burnt my arm on the cooker when I was taking a hot dish out of the
oven. The burn was painful for a whil.e and the scar looked very ugly. But
eventually the burn healed and the scar is now hardly visible.

That simple healing of a burnt arm or a scraped knee is evidence of our loving
and powerful God, who made us, who sustains our life and who is the source of
all healing. The means used may be an aspirin or antiseptic cream, but the healing
is aU from God.

One of God's special names is Jehovah Rophi - the Lord who heals. Moses and
the children of Israel crossed the Red Sea miraculously on dry land. God saved
them from the Egyptian army chasing them. They walked for three days into the
desert. No water was available. They were all so thirsty. When they came to a
place called Marah, they thought their problem was solved when they found
water. But no, the water there was bitter and undrinkable.

They complained to Moses, "What shall we drink?" Moses cried out to God for
help. God showed him a tree, which Moses took and threw into the water. The
water was then made sweet. Their thirst was quenched.

God made a promise at this time to the children of Israel. "Tf you will listen to
me, and do what is right and obey my commandments, you will not suffer from
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the diseases which I brought on the Egyptians; for I am the Lord who heals you 
Jehovah Rophi."

The Lord Jesus Christ, God the Son, came to this world to suffer and die for
His people. One day He was preaching in the synagogue in Nazareth. He read
from the book of Isaiah. "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me," he quoted, "he has
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor, he has sent me to heal the broken
hearted." Jesus was the fulfilment of that prophecy.

Jesus is the source of all comfort, the one who heals the broken-hearted. He
gives healing and restoration to our souls. Our sin and rebellion against God are
described as wounds and bruises and putrefying sores. We desperately need
healing for our sins. This is provided by the death of Christ. He was wounded
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of
our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed. Chri.st died for
the ungodly.

When we are cast down and sad, Jehovah Rophi can give us deliverance and
healing - causing us to hope in God and give all the praise to Him who is, as
David said in Psalm 43, "the health of my countenance and my God".

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing words. The initials of your answers will spell out something
from the story.

1. Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul? And why art thou disquieted within me'!
____ thou in God (Psalm 42:11).

2. That thy way may be known upon , thy saving health among all
nations (Psalm 67:2).

3. Lord be merciful unto me: heal my soul; for I have sinned thee
(Psalm 41 :4).

4. The of the tree were for the healing of the nations (Revelation
22:2).

5. Who forgiveth all thine ; who healeth all thy diseases (Psalm
103:3).

6. The people ... followed him: and he received them. and spake unto them of
the kingdom of God and healed them that had of healing (Luke
9:1 I).

7. Is there no balm in ; is there no physician there? Why then is nOl
the health of the daughter of my people recovered? (Jeremiah 8:22).



The Gospel Magazine

• ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO •
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(The following article, from the pen ofRev. lames Ormiston, was originally
published in the July 1906 edition of the Gospel Magazine under the title

"Wayside Notes". The article has been slightly edited.)

CORDIALS FOR THE WEAK

"Have mercy on me, 0 Lord,jor I am weak" (Psalm 6:2)

GREAT grace and little grace are both of the same quality, though they differ in
measure. A drop of water is as truly water as the vast ocean. Both great and little
grace have their source in the same head: "the God of all grace." Both are
indebted to the everlasting love of the Triune Jehovah for their bestowment, for
the beloved of God in Christ Jesus are the subjects of free and sovereign grace.
The same precious blood of the Lamb, secured grace to "all the seed". The Holy
Ghost is the efficient dispenser of grace, whether it be a drop or an ocean, and the
Word of truth whereby He regenerates sinners is the same Word in all cases. There
are endless varieties and measures of grace distributed by the hand of God among
His people. Wherever grace is wrought by the Spirit in a favoured sinner's heart,
thereby is given a Divine pledge and assurance of "more grace", of "grace
abounding".

Weak and timid believers need encouragement and gentle guidance in regard to
this important practical truth. They are often tempted to fear that they have no
grace because they have not great grace. Satan takes special pains to distress and
harass the minds of the Lord's "little weak ones" as to whether they are indeed
partakers of the saving grace of the Gospel. Hypocrites He leaves alone. But the
lambs of Christ's redeemed flock are the objects of the devil's fiendish malice. He
knows they are "kept" by Omnipotence and can never be plucked from the
"everlasting arms". In all ages alike, "the accuser of the brethren" has assailed
"the flock of slaughter", and particularly the poor and weak of the flock. It was
thus with the Psalmist, "Have mercy upon me 0 Lord, for I am weak". And the
Lord heard his cry. The Hebrew of the Psalmist's words may be read, "I am one
who droops", like a withered plant. With such plants the Lord Jesus deals
tenderly. He never yet broke a bruised reed, quenched the smoking flax, or
despised "the day of small things". Indeed to be one of the Lord's "broken" reeds
is to be in an honourable estate, one which no angel ever yet attained. The lowly
and subdued spirit which characterises Zion's weak ones is very choice and
precious in the eyes of Him who seeth not as man seeth. No doubt, sorrowful
Hannah was much more the Lord's delight when her heart was too full to utter
words of audible prayer, only her lips moved, than was the High Priest, Eli, who
passed upon her a hard, uncharitable judgment. The beggar, Lazarus, was never
more acceptable in the sight of the God ofAbraham than when he lay fuH of sores,
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at the rich man's gate, waiting for a few crumbs, an object of pity. Angels awaited
his translation from a condition of patiently endured degradation on earth to
one of exaltation to heavenly glory. A prepared place in the Father's House
received the man-despised heir of eternal bliss when the appointed moment for
his Divine deliverance was fully come. Just when Lazarus breathed out, for the
last time, his touching plaint "Have mercy on me, 0 Lord for I am weak", the
powerful hand of his all-pitying heavenly Father set free his imprisoned spirit, and
winged it through measureless space to be for ever with Himself. "To this man
will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my
word" (Isaiah 66:2).

The weak in grace are specially remembered in the Covenant promises of our
all-faithful God. Has he not declared, "My strength is made perfect in weakness"
(2 Corinthians 12:9)? Has He not commanded, saying, "Let the weak say, I am
strong" (Joel 3: to)? The same apostle who wrote, "Who is weak and I am not
weak?", was also enabled to add, "When I am weak then am I strong"! It is said
of those who endured a great tight of afflictions and persecutions for the sake of
the Truth of God, that "Out of weakness they were made strong". Little grace as
well as much grace is the gift of the Divine Father's hand. Both come of His free
and sovereign will. Both depend on the same meritorious purchaser, the Lord
Jesus Christ. Both are efficiently wrought in the heart by the same almighty
power, namely that of God the Holy Ghost. Babes in Christ and men of mature
age in Christ do but differ in their spiritual measures and attainments; gifts, and
knowledge; temptations, and victories. Needy and poor souls cry much unto their
Lord, whose ears are always attentive to catch the first notes of their distress. "For
the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the
Lord; I will set him in safety from him that puffeth at him" (Psalm 12:5). The cries
of his weak and helpless children go to the heart of their heavenly Father, and are
not forgotten there! "He forgetteth not the cry of the humble" (Psalm 9: 12). It is
this precious truth which inspires lowly confidence and encouragement in the
souls of spiritual babes and sucklings. "I cried unto the Lord with my voice: with
my voice unto the Lord did I make my supplication. 1 poured out my complaint
before him: I showed before him my trouble. When my spirit was overwhelmed
within me, then thou knewest my path. I cried unto thee, 0 Lord; I said thou an
my refuge, and my portion in the land of the living. Attend unto my cry; for I am
brought very low" (Psalm 93).

The true-born children of God take a very lowly position regarding themselves
and their saving interest in the salvation of their souls by sovereign grace. Living,
contrite, humble spirits part company at this vital point with religious, free-will,
hypocritical professors. For the latter dread to face realities which affect the
conscience and search the heart, while the former fervently desire, at all cost to
flesh and blood, to be right in the sight of God and in accord with the Gospel of
His salvation. Our beloved readers will trace in this maner "the footsteps of the
flock" as it regards their own life-walk, and seek 10 be certified by the witnessing
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Spirit that their feet have been verily guided into the way of life and truth.
Increase of faith should, in the case of all believers, be fervently sought at the
throne of grace, and confonnity to the character and mind of Christ be prayed for;
but the leading object of our "Note" this month is to "comfort the feeble-minded",
to "support the weak" (l Thessalonians 5: 14); to cheer the faint; to lift up the
souls of those who are "cast down"; and to reassure such to think that because the
measure of divine grace in them is limited - as they think and feel- that therefore
they possess none!

" A crumb of mercy Lord, I crave,
Unworthy to be fed
With dainties such as angels have,
Or with the children's bread."

Who but the spiritually living crave the true Bread? Who but the spiritually
enlightened ever coveted "a crumb" of Jehovah's tender mercy, unconstrained
mercy, everlasting mercy? Who but needy, grace-humbled souls ever esteemed
the riches of the glorious Gospel of the pure grace of God to be heavenly
"dainties?" Who? "Blessed," then, are "they that do hunger and thirst after
righteousness, for they shall be filled."

---.---

• My TESTIMONY •

SVETLANA EDWARDS (Switzerland)

(I have not altered much in the following, as the force of the testimony lies
partly in its quaint English -I know the writer; her husband andfamily.-Ed.)

I WAS born and lived the first 30 years of my life in Godless and communist
Belgrade in Serbia.

Except from the spiritually dead Serbian Orthodox church priests who wore
long robes, looked serious and chanted in, to everyone understandable, old Slavic
language, God was only mentioned in a couple of phrases and sayings that
remained from the days when people in Serbia may have truly loved God.

As a young child I asked my parents about God and was told th.at God lived in
the sky, so I looked in the sky and in the fluffy shapes of clouds occasionally
managed to "see" in my imagination His stem, bearded face. I spent most of my
childhood by myself as both my parents worked. One day, at the age of 12 I learnt
the Lord's Prayer by heart, as I had found it in a small booklet/calendar annually
issued by the Serbian Orthodox Church, which my, to me then occasionally
religious, father was buying regularly in order to observe red letter days on which
he was not supposed to work.
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Since then, I started to pray often, mainly for my school marks. With a good
friend of mine, I also went to an empty church every day after school, to pray even
more seriously, only to be disappointed to one day see a priest hidden in the back
room reading some comics.

At the age of 14 or 15 the Lord provided me with a Bible through my Jehovah's
witness cousin. By the rest of the family they were considered lunatics who dared
depart from the only right way to Heaven: the Serbian Orthodox church, who
offered nothing but priests to collect money for the annual sanctification of
households across the country before celebration of family saint's day.

The first chapter I read in the Bible was 1 Corinthians 13. I liked it very much,
but I didn't and couldn't fully understand it. The coming years brought me a lot
of heartache, pain, disappointment and disillusionment.

I started writing sad poems which in hindsight were the outlet for my desperate
loneliness and search for what in one place I called "pillar of truth". Everybody I
trusted had let me down. During the war years of total isolation from the whole
world, Serbia was a hard place to live in. To the rest of the world I presented the
brave face, to myself the pain of the void was unbearable.

From all the wisdom of the education I had received, I worked out my own
theory that life was just a series of circles, and that if I endure the bad times, then,
at least r can enjoy the rare short spells of good times which at that time were
my trips to England for winter and summer school holidays during which I
accompanied wealthy parents' children to improve their English for a few weeks
at a time.

At one stage r tried to concentrate and think hard about something nice before
bed, so that I could at least have beautiful life in dreams. It only worked once or
twice, so the search for truth and happiness continued and led me to my best
friend's advice that if I fasted 7 weeks before Easter and Christmas and tried to
do as many good deeds as possible, then everything would be well.

One day she asked me on the phone ifl could have anything, what would it be?
Being without a hope to ever own a home I longed for, and struggling to pay
monthly rent which was 3 times my salary, having to teach after my normal school
job virtually seven days a week, and still dreaming of being rescued from it all, I
surprised my own self with the one word answer: Peace. At the same time, about
twelve thousand miJes south in Australia, Bill, my now husband, was made
redundant and came to UK to start a new life. Four weeks later God crossed our
paths in London in a place none of us planned and was supposed to be in. How
marvellously God disposes of what man proposes!

During one week of our overlap in London, Satan tried his best to prevent me
from seeing Bill, and his witness of Christ. At one stage Bill was even returned
back to England on the same plane when he tried to see me in Belgrade in a
surprise visit a few weeks after we met. Yet, through what seemed an impossibly
flne thread of events, God's Almighty power was steadily and unstoppably
drawing me lowards Him.
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During the few weeks I spent with Bill in Belgrade the lamp of his witness
shone brightly in the blackness of Serbia's Godless hardness, Bill's Christlike
kindness and love he manifested during his stay, seasoned my life with salt I
needed so much and brought me to the conviction of sins. After I saw Bill off at
the airport and came back to my empty flat, I cried bitterly and asked God to
forgive me my sins. My true life has begun.

Jesus has healed all my wounds and my broken spirit and strengthened me. He
has been nourishing me and meeting my every need. He has blessed me beyond
my wildest dreams. His love and goodness are humbling and overwhelming. I
have finally found the pillar of truth I could hold on to and the peace of heart
which passeth all understanding. Jesus Christ is my Saviour, my Life, my best
Friend, the One who came down from unspeakable glory of Heaven, shed His
blood on the Cross and went to Hell laden with my sins and then rose again to life
and Heaven where He is preparing a place for me and all who believe in Him.

Now, when I have hard times, I am glad, as Jesus purifies my heart and destroys
parts of myoid self. Before I knew Christ and His w,onderfullove, life was a walk
down a dark tunnel with no light at the end. Now, there is a light at the end of the
tunnel and it is brighter every day. I am not afraid of leaving this world, as I know
that at the end of that tunnel I will see my Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Lord, Your will be done! Amen.

[Since writing this, the editor received this from Mrs. Edwards: "I have some
wonderful news: my mother, whom I have often spoken to, this morning appears
to have become a child ofGod. She said she is 'a new baby', but is also already
trying to witness to an elderly lady she A:nows (so my father has to listen to it as
a result; tool"1

---.---

• SHELTERING IN THE ROCK •
A GLIMPSE AT TOPLADY AND HIS MOST FAMOUS HYMN

J. E. NORTH (Totton, Hants.)

IN this article I want to consider three things: 1. The Life of Augustus Montague
Toplady; 2. The origin of Toplady's hymn, "Rock of Ages"; and 3. The Scripture
basis upon which the hymn was written.

PART I - THE LIFE OF AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY

Augustus Montague Toplady was born at Farnham in Surrey on 4th November
1740. His father, Major Toplady, died in May 174] of yellow fever at the siege of
Cartagena. Toplady was baptised at Farnham Church on the 29th November of
that year. We can pass over his childhood for there is little of importance for us to
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note with the exception of an entry in a childhood diary which has survived. He
writes on Sunday, 27th January 1754, that he went to Sl. Martin's church and
heard a sermon from Dr. Pearce, the then Bishop of Bangor, and he records, "The
only good thing in it was when he said, 'to conclude'."

He entered Trinity College Dublin in July 1755. His poetic genius was early
exhibited for a poem of his was published in the London Magazine in March
t 756. This poem was written to a friend who had asked him what God was. It is
dated Tuesday, 23rd November 1755. Remember, this poem was written before he
made any profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and also remember, that the
London Magazine was a very fashionable newspaper which circulated in the
higher echelons of society at that time. The editor must have considered that here
was a prodigy.

"Is there a man, whose daring hand
Can number every grain of sand?
Can count the drops that fill the sea?
And tell how many stars there be?
Who shalt presume to comprehend
Infinity, that knows no end?
,

Who shall set bounds to boundless power,
Restrain Omnipotence, or lower
Eternity to one poor hour?
Who shall disclose his Maker's plan,
Or dare His secret will to scan?
Shall feeble, short-lived, sordid man?

Believe me, friend, thou can'st no more
The vast designs of God explore.
Than thy short arm can reach the sky,
Or turn the spacious ocean dry.

None but perfection such as His
Can know the Almighty as He is;
His searchless glory can't be brought
Adapted to a mortal's thought;
His majesty we can't discern,
His attributes we cannot learn,
Till He removes the fleshy glass,
And shows His glory face to face.

Vain is the wisdom, vain the skill,
That strives to take away the veil;
That searches every mystery,
While clouded with mortality.
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God is a theme too great for thought;
An awful something, who knows what?
Be silent, and submit to show
Respect to what thou can'st not know.
Remember what thou art; and fear
This unknown witness, always near.

Search not into His deep decree!
The subject's too refined for thee;
Thou must not ask, nor wish to see.

Cast each presumptuous doubt away;
Consider thou art at best but clay,
Whose only province is to obey."
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WbiJst there is much to commend itself in those verses, it is completely devoid
of any hope in Christ and Toplady tells us that -

"God is a theme too great for thought;
An awful something, who knows what'?"

At that time he was completely ignorant of saving faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. That experience of Christ, however, was soon to be known and felt.

He tells us that in August 1756 he was visiting his mother's estate in County
Wexford where he went to a preaching service held in a barn and heard one James
Morris who preached on the lext from Ephesians 2: 13, "Ye who sometimes were
afar off are made nigh by the blood of Christ". In contrast to the sermon by Dr.
Pearce he wrote of James Morris's sermon:

That sweet text, Ephesians 2: 13, was particularly delightful and refreshing
to my soul; and the more so, as it reminded me of the days and months that
are past, even the day of my sensible espousals to the Bridegroom of the
elect. It was from that passage that Mr. Morris preached on that memorable
evening of my effectual call by the grace of God. Under the ministry of that
dear messenger, and by that sermon, I was, I trust, brought nigh by the
blood of Christ, in August 1756. Strange that I, who had so long sat under
the means of grace in England, should be brought nigh in an obscure part
of Ireland, amidst a handful of God's people, met together in a barn, and
under the ministry of one who could hardly spell his name! Surely it was
the Lord's doing and it was marvellous! The excellency of such power must
be of God, and cannot be of man. The regenerating Spirit breathes not only
on whom, but likewise when, where, and as He listeth.

[Toplady was incorrect in his opinion of James Morris - he knew more than
Toplady gave him credit for. He had become firstly a Methodist preacher in 1752
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and later in life, after restoration from a period of spiritual declension, appears to
have become, according to John Ryland, a Baptist minister. We do not have space
to consider any further Toplady's relationship with James Morris, Toplady's
correspondence with Morris and Morris's further ministry.]

Whilst at Dublin Toplady worshipped with the Dissenters and took communion
in the Church of England. He considered he was justified in not attending the
parish church because the minister had no sympathy with the Evangelical
Awakening. It was whilst he was in Dublin that he published his first volume of
poetry. This had the interesting title of Poems on Sacred Subjects, wherein the
Fundamental Doctrines of Christianity with many other interesting points are
occasionally introduced written between fifteen and eighteen years of age. J. C.
Philpot wrote of this book:

How a youth of eighteen could pour out such simple easy, thoroughly
original, and yet at times sublime, verses, so pure in thought and language,
so rich in experience, and so imbued with the unction and savour of the
Holy Ghost, is indeed marvellous. Some of his compositions will live, as
long as there is a people of God on earth, such as "Rock of Ages",
"Happiness, thou lovely name", "A debtor to mercy alone".

I will conclude this article with an extract from one of his poems written at this
time, and extracted from this volume {to appear in Part Ill, DV.-Ed.}.

Toplady's theological principles at this time were Arrninian. He writes: "There
was not a more haughty and violent free-wilIer within the compass of the four
seas." And he did exchange correspondence with John Wesley. But he goes on to
tell us that it was through the reading of Thomas Manton's sermons on the 17th
chapter of John's Gospel that he came to receive the Doctrines of Grace.

Though awakened in 1756, I was not led into a full and clear view of all the
doctrines of grace, till 1758, when, through the goodness of God, my
prejudices received an effectual shock in reading Dr. Manton's sermons
on the 17th of St. John. I shall remember the years 1756 and 1758 with
gratitude and joy, in the heaven of heavens, to all eternity.

Toplady was ordained curate at Blagdon in June 1762. From here he moved to
become incumbent of Harpford with Fen Ottery in May 1776. Because of the
manner in which the benefice had been obtained for him - it had been purchased
by a Mr. Samuel Cleveland of Woolwich - he sought with his bishop's approval
to move to another church. He exchanged with the vicar of Broad Hembury and
here he settled in his final parish, preaching his first sermon there on 17th April
1768. Whilst at Broad Hembury he became ill with what was called consumption,
although he had never been a truly healthy child, and was advised by his doctor
to move to the dry and healthy air of London. This would seem to indicate that he
suffered from Tuberculosis.
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It was whilst he was vicar of Broad Hembury that most of his literary work was
undertaken. Although he was part of the Evangelical Awakening, it was his belief
that the Church of England epitomised the purest Church of Christ. He therefore
wrote two defences of the doctrine of the Church, viz. The Church of England
Vindicated from the Charge ofArminianism (1769) and The Historic Proof of the
Doctrinal Calvinism of the Church of England (1774). He also wrote 28 of his
hymns whilst minister at Broad Hembury, which were published in the Gospel
Magazine between April 1771 and December 1774.

Whilst retaining the Living at Broad Hembury he commenced living in London
from 1775. His friends hired the French Reformed Chapel in Orange Street,
London, for him to continue his ministry which commenced with effect from 11 th
April 1776. He became editor of the Gospel Magazine with effect from December
1775, resigning in June 1776. He had written much for that magazine and, as
noted above, a number of his hymns appeared firstly in those pages. His health
continued to deteriorate and, as he came near to death his theological opponents,
followers of John Wesley, broadcast a statement to the effect that Toplady had
recanted his strong evangelical and Calvinistic beliefs. On Sunday morning, 14th
June 1778, just a few weeks before his death, he was taken from his home to
Orange Street chapel where he, with gasping breath, spoke bis avowal of his
dying principles from 2 Peter 1:13,14: "Yea, I think it meet, as long as 1am in this
tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; knowing that shortly I
must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me:'
This he published shortly before his death as The Reverend Mr. Toplady's Dying
Avowal of his ReLigious Sentiments. He said:

Whereas; some time since, a wicked, scandalous, and false report was
diffused ... by the followers of Mr. John Wesley; purporting that I have
changed my sentiments, especially such of them as relate more
immediately to the Doctrines of Grace, 1 tbought it my indispensable duty
on the Sunday after I received this information . . . publicly to declare
myself from the pulpit. ... Now, I do publicly and most solemnly aver, that
I have not, nor ever had, any such intention or desire; and that I most
sincerely hope, my last hours will be much better employed So certain
and so satisfied am I of the truth of all that I have ever written I should
not strike out a single line.... I am every day in view of dissolution. And,
in the fullest assurance of my eternal salvation (an assurance which bas not
been clouded by a single doubt, for near a year and a half past), am waiting,
looking, and longing for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. ... I was
awakened in the month of August 1755, but not, as has been falsely
reported, under Mc. John Wesley, or any preacher connected with him.

He died on II th August 1778, aged 38 years, and was buried at Tottenham
Court Road Chapel.

• To 8f CONTlNUfD •
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• STUDIES IN NUMBERS

PETER KING (Hailsham)

Chapters 17 and 18:1-7
AARON'S ROD THAT BUDDED

12 •

THE plague had stopped and the Aaronic line of priests is confirmed with a
miracle. Twelve rods, one from each tribe inscribed with its name (Aaron's rod
was from Levi) are given to Moses to place in front of the tabernacle of witness,
the Ark of the Covenant. The sign is that the rod that buds is from the man God
has chosen, but Aaron's rod not only budded, it bore fruit, and was placed in the
Ark (Hebrews 9:4). What does that mean to us?

Authority. The rod is a sign of authority and this was the essential message
from God after Korah's rebellion. Micah 6:9 says, "hear ye the rod, and who hath
appointed it". It stood in front of the Ark, a place everyone could see; reminding
the people that Aaron was the high priest. The picture for us is the Lord Jesus
Christ for "Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power [authority] is given
unto me in heaven and in earth" (Matthew 28: 18). Jesus is Lord, Head of the
Church, and we His preachers, administrators.

Protection. The writer to the Hebrews says the rod was kept in the Ark,
showing the continuing protection God put over the people. Moses brought all the
rods for the people to see, but Aaron's, the confirmed high priest, went back
before the Ark "lest the people die". What mercy there is with our loving Lord.
despite rebellion and desertion, He still remembers His promise to save us from
our sins!

Reminder. Some say the rod stayed in the Ark until the Babytonish captivity,
as a continual reminder to the people of Korah's rebellion and the authority of
Aaron. We are wise to remind ourselves of the consequences of rebellion against
the Lordship of Christ! Psalm 103:17-18: "But the mercy of the Lord is from
everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto
children's children; to such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his
commandments to do them."

Redeemer. "There shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse," and He
will be our great High Priest for ever. Isaiah prophesied of this Branch and the
fruit Christ bore is the "temple of the Lord" of the Church of Jesus Christ. No
doubt some of the believing Israelites saw that picture and rejoiced, but at this
point murmuring overtook them and clouded their vision. We are like that when
faith is dim and we look at the problems not the solutions. I leave you to read
through Hebrews Chapters 4 to 10, and see the superiority of Christ's work in
comparison to Aaron. Aaron died, Christ lives for ever; Aaron needed to sacrifice
for himself, a sinner, but this man, Christ Jesus, needed no such sacrifice for He
is perfect.
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Submission. The object of the budding rod was to stop more dissent
(murmuring, verse 5) and so settle Moses and Aaron's authority. "There is none
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved."

GRACIOUS MINISTRY

The people having seen the miracle of the rod budding say, "shall we be
consumed with dying?" (17:13), and the congregation, left traumatised, need God
to act quickly to overcome their fears. This chapter outlines the ministry given to
Israel at this particular time and teaches us in the Christian Church.

The priests were accountable. The Lord speaking to Aaron in verse I makes
it clear they are responsible for offences against the sanctuary. They cannot
delegate or hide behind each other, but if they let events go on which are not
allowed they take the rap. So today the Gospel minister is a watchman on the
walls watching over the souls of the people. It is not a task to delegate, and
although there is much joy and blessing as a minister, sometimes the going will
be hard!

The priests are to share the work. Sharing is different to delegating. The
Levites would serve the priests (verses 2-4) although they cannot come near to the
tabernacle. There are many tasks in the Church of Christ, but preachers preach
and the members help. It is not in God's order that anybody can preach for, as we
shall see there is a call to this position. Help your pastor, and pastor let them help,
but keep the distinction.

Serve the Lord with gladness. All Christians have a work to do in the Church,
as all the Levites were to "keep the charge of the sanctuary" (verse 5). Please
don't fall out over who does what, but "but in lowliness of mind let each esteem
other better than themselves" (Philippians 2:3).

God-given ministers. I wonder how many have stood in pulpits that are not
called to the office? Verse six is clear enough: "And I, behold, I have taken your
brethren the Levites from among the children of Israel: to you they are given as a
gift for the Lord." Value your preachers and pray for them every day, for they "do
the service of the tabernacle of the congregation".

A special ministry. The Old Testament priesthood was unique in every way, and
no one could take its place. Aaron and his family remained in that office until
Christ came, who is a Priest for ever. In worldly orders people die and others take
their place, usually with no family connection. This was not the case here, for
"the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death" (verse 7). Why was this?
Christians are "made ... kings and priests unto God and his Father" (Revelation
1:6). In this privileged position we are unique and the outsider (unbeliever)
has no such honour. In fact it is wrong for a non-Christian to be a member of a
Christian church.

"Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord"
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• THOMAS CRANMER •

J. E. cox

Part III

IT chanced an ignorant priest and parson in the north parts, the town is not now in
remembrance, but he was kinsman of one Chersey a grocer, dwelling within
London (being one of those priests that use more to study at the alehouse than
in his chamber or in his study), to sit on a time with his honest neighbours at
the alehouse within his own parish, where was communication ministered in
commendation of my lord Cranmer, archbishop of Canterbury. This said parson,
envying his name only for religion's sake, said to his neighbours: "What make you
of him?" quoth he, "he was but an hosteler, and hath no more learning than the
goslings that goeth yonder on the green", with such like slanderous and uncomely
words. These honest neighbours of his, not well bearing those his unseemly words,
articled against him, and sent their complaint unto the lord Cromwell, then
vicegerent in causes ecclesiastical; who sent for the priest and committed him to
the Fleet, minding to have had him recant those his slanderous words at Paul's
Cross. Howbeit the lord Cromwell, having great affairs of the plince then in hand,
forgat his prisoner in the Fleet. So that this Chersey the grocer, understanding that
his kinsman was in durance in the Fleet, only for speaking words against my lord
of Canterbury, consulted with the priest, and between them devised to make suit
rather unto the archbishop for his deliverance, than to the lord Cromwell, before
whom he was accused; understanding light well that there was great diversity of
natures between those two estates, the one gentle and full of clemency, and the
other severe and somewhat intractable, namely against a papist. So that Chersey
took upon him first to try my lord of Canterbury's benignity, namely for that his
cousin's accusation touched only the offence against him and none other.
Whereupon the said Chersey came to one of the archbishop's gentlemen (whose
father bought yearly all his spices and fruit of the said Chersey, and so thereby of
familiar acquaintance with the gentleman), who, opening to him the trouble
wherein his kinsman was, requested that he would be a means to my lord his
master to hear his suit in the behalf of his kinsman.

The matter was moved. The archbishop, like as he was of nature gentle, and of
much clemency, so would he never shew himself strange unto suitors, but
incontinently sent for the said Chersey. When he came before him, Chersey
declared, "that there was a kinsman of his in the Fleet, a priest of the north
country, and as I may tell your grace the truth", quoth Chersey, "a man of small
civility and of less learning. And yet he hath a parsonage there, which now (by
reason that my lord Cromwell hath laid him in prison, being in his cure) is
unserved; and he hath continued in durance above two months, and is called to
110 answer, and knoweth not when he shall come to any end, so that this his
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imprisonment consumeth his substance, will utterly undo him, unless your grace
be his good lord." "I know not the man," said the archbishop, "nor what he hath
done why he should be thus in trouble."

Said Chersey again: "He only hath offended against your grace, and against no
man else, as may well be perceived by the articles objected against him": the copy
whereof the said Chersey then exhibited unto the said archbishop of Canterbury.
Who, well perusing the said articles, said: "This is the co~on talk of all the
ignorant papistical priests in England against me. Surely," said he, "I was never
made privy unto this accusation, nor of his indurance 1 never heard before this time.
Notwithstanding, if there be nothing else to charge him withal, against the prince or
any of the council, I will at your request take order with him, and send him home
again to his cure to do his duty": and so thereupon sent his ring to the warden of the
Fleet, willing him to send the prisoner unto him with his keeper at afternoon.

When the keeper had brought the prisoner at the hour appointed, and Chersey
had well instructed his cousin in any wise to submit himself unto the archbishop,
confessing his fault, whereby that way he should most easily have an end and win
his favour: thus the parson being brought into the garden at Lambeth, and there
sitting under the vine, the archbishop demanded of the parson what was the cause
of his indurance, and who committed him to the Fleet? The parson answered and
said: "That the lord Cromwell sent him thither, for that certain malicious
parishioners of his parish, bad wrongfully accused him of words which he never
spake nor meant." Chersey, hearing his foolish cousin so far out of the way from
his former instruction, said: "Thou dastardly dolt and varlet, is tbis thy promise
tbat thou madest to me? Is there not a great number of thy honest neighbours'
hands against thee to prove thee a liar? Surely, my lord," quoth Chersey, "it is pity
to do him good. I am sorry that I have troubled your grace thus far with him."

"Well," said the archbishop unto the parson, "if you have not offended me, I can
do you no good; for I am entreated to help one out of trouble that hath offended
against me. If my lord Cromwell hath committed you to prison wrongfully, that
Heth in himself to amend, and not in me. If your offence only touch me, rwill be
bold to do somewhat for your friend's sake here. If you have not offended against
me, then have I nothing to do with you, but that you may go and remain from
whence you came." Lord, what ado bis kinsman Chersey made with him, calling
him all kind of opprobrious names! In the end, my lord of Canterbury seeming to
rise and go his ways, the fond priest fell down on his knees, and said: "I beseech
your grace to forgive me this offence; assuring your grace that I spake those words,
being drunk, and not well advised." "Ah!" said my lord, "this is somewhat, and yet
it is no good excuse; for drunkenness evermore uttereth that which lieth hid in the
heart of man when he is sober," alleging a text or twain out of the scriptures
concerning the vice of drunkenness, which cometh not now to remembrance.

"Now therefore," said the archbishop, "that you acknowledge somewhat your
fault, I am content to commune with you, hoping that you are at this present of an
indifferent sobriety. Tell me then," quoth he. "did you ever see me, or were you
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ever acquainted with me before this day?" The priest answered and said, that
never in his life he saw his grace. "Why then," said the archbishop, "what
occasion had you to call me an hosteler; and that I had not so much learning as
the goslings which then went on the green before your face? If I have no learning,
you may now try it, and be out of doubt thereof: therefore I pray you appose me,
either in grammar or in other liberal sciences; for I have at one time or other tasted
partly of them. Or else, if you are divine, say somewhat that way."

The priest, being amazed at my lord's familiar talk, made answer and said: ")
beseech your grace to pardon me. I am altogether unlearned, and understand not
the Latin tongue but very simply. My only study hath been to say my service and
mass fair and deliberate, which I can do as well as any priest in the country where
I dwell, J thank God." "Well," said the other, "if you will not appose me, I will be
so bold to appose you, and yet as easily as I can devise, and that only in the story
of the Bible now in English, in which I suppose that you are daily exercised. Tell
me therefore, who was king David's father?" said my lord. The priest stood still
pausing a while, and said: "In good faith, my lord, I have forgotten his name."
Then said the other again to him: "If you cannot tell that, I pray you tell me then
who was Salomon's father?" The fond foolish priest, without all consideration
what was demanded of him before, made answer: "Good my lord, bear with me,
ram not further seen in the bible, than is daily read in our service in the church."

The archbishop then answering said: 'This my question may be found well
answered in your service. But I now well perceive, howsoever you have judged
heretofore of my learning, sure I am that you have none at all. But this is
the common practice of all you, which are ignorant and superstitious priests, to
slander, backbite, and hate all such as are learned and well affected towards
God's word and sincere religion. Common reason might have taught you, what
an unlikely thing it was, and contrary to all manner of reason, that a prince,
having two universities within his realm of well learned men, and desirous to be
resolved of as doubtful a question as in these many years was not moved the like
within Christendom, should be driven to that necessity for the defence of his cause,
to send out of his realm an hosteler, being a man of no better knowledge than is a
gosling, in an embassage to answer all learned men, both in the court of Rome and
in the emperor's court, in so difficult a question as toucheth the king's matrimony,
and the divorce thereof. rsay, if you were men of any reasonable consideration, you
might think it both unseemly and uncomely for a prince so to [do]. But look, where
malice reigneth in men, there reason can take no place: and therefore I see by it, that
you all are at a point with me, that no reason or authority can persuade you to favour
my name, who never meant evil to you, but your both commodity and profit. .
Howbeit, God amend you all, forgive you, and send you better minds!"

With these words the priest seemed to weep, and desired his grace to pardon his
fault and frailty, so that by his means he might return to his cure again, and he
would sure recant those his foolish words before his parishioners so soon as he
came home, and would become a new man. "Well," said the archbishop. "so you
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had need." And giving him a godly admonition to refuse the haunting of the
alehouse, and to bestow his time better in the continual reading of the scriptures,
he dismissed him from the Fleet.

How little this prelate we speak of was infected with filthy desire of lucre, and
how he was no niggard, all kind of people that knew him, as well learned beyond;
the seas and on this side, to whom yearly he gave in exhibition no small sums of
money, as other, both gentlemen, mean men, and poor men, who had in their
necessity that which he could conveniently spare, lend, or make, can well testify.
And albeit such was his liberality to all sorts of men, that no man did lack whom
he could do for, either in giving or lending; yet nevertheless such was again his
circumspection, that when he was apprehended and committed by queen Mary to
the tower, he ought no man living a penny that could or would demand any duty
of him, but satisfied every man to the uttermost; where else no small sums of
money were owing to him of divers persons, which by breaking their bills and
obligations he freely forgave and suppressed before his attainder. Insomuch that
when he perceived the fatal end of king Edward should work to him no good
success touching his body and goods, he incontinently caned his officers, his
steward and other, commanding them in any wise io pay, where any penny was
owing, which was out of hand dispatched.

In which archbishop this, moreover, is to be noted, with a memorandum,
touching the relief of the poor, impotent, sick, and such as then came from the
wars at Bullein [Le.. Boulogne, which was taken by the English after a siege in
the year 1544] and other parts beyond the seas, lame, wounded, and destitute; for
whom he provided, besides his mansion-house at Beckisborne in Kent, the
parsonage barn well furnished with certain lodgings for the sick and maimed
soldiers: to whom were also appointed the almosiner, a physician, and surgeon, to
attend upon them, and to dress and cure such as were not able to resort to their
countries, baving daily from the bishop's kitchen hot broth and meat; for
otherwise the common alms of the household was bestowed upon the poor
neighbours of the shire. And when any of the impotent did recover, and were able
to travel, they had convenient money delivered to bear their charges, according to
the number of miles from that place distant. And this good example of mercy and
liberal benignity 1 thought here good not in silence to be suppressed, whereby
other may be moved, according to their vocation, to walk in the steps of no less
liberality than in him in this behalf appeared.

Amongst all other his virtues, his constancy in Christ's cause, and setting forth
the gospel purely and sincerely, was such that he would neither for dread or meed,
affection or favour, to swerve at any time or in any point from the truth, as
appeared by his sundry trials; wherein neither favour of his prince, nor fear of
the indignation of the same, nor any other worldly respect, could alienate or
change his purpose, grounded upon that infallible doctrine of the gospel.
Notwithstanding, his constant defence of God's truth was ever joined with such
meekness toward the king, that he never took occasion of offence against him.
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At the setting forth [at the time of setting forth, Foxe] of the six Articles,
mention was made before in the story of king Henry's time, how adventurously
this archbishop, Thomas Cranmer, did oppose himself, standing, as it were, post
alone against the whole parliament, disputing and replying three days together
against the said articles; insomuch that the king, when neither he could mislike his
reasons, and yet would needs have these articles to pass, required him to absent
himself for the time out of the chamber, while the act should pass, as is already
declared before. And this was done during yet the state and time of the lord
Cromwell's authority. And now that it may appear likewise that after the decay of
the lord Cromwell, yet his constancy in Christ's cause did not decay, you shall
hear what followed after.

For after the apprehension of the lord Cromwell, when the adversaries of the
gospel thought all things sure now on their side, it was so appointed amongst
them, that ten or twelve bishops, and other learned men, joined together in
commission, came to the said archbishop of Canterbury for the establishing of
certain articles of our religion, which the papists then thought to win to their
purpose against the said archbishop. For having now the lord Cromwell fast and
sure, they thought all had been safe and sure for ever: as indeed to all men's
reasonable consideration, that time appeared so dangerous, that there was no
manner hope that religion reformed should anyone week longer stand, such
accompt was then made of the king's untowardness thereunto: insomuch that of
all those commissioners, there was not one left to stay on the archbishop's part,
but he alone against them all stood in defence of the truth; and those that he most
trusted to, namely, bishop Heath, and bishop Skippe, left him in the plain field:
who then so turned against him, that they took upon them to persuade him to their
purpose; and having him down from the rest of the commissioners into his garden
at Lambeth, there by all manner of effectual persuasions entreated him to leave
off his overmuch constancy, and to incline unto the king's intent, who was fully
set to have it otherwise than he then had penned, or meant to have set abroad.
When those two his familiars, with one or two others his friends, had used all their
eloquence and policy, he, little regarding their inconstancy and remissness in
God's cause or quarrel, said unto them right notably: "You make much ado to
have me come to your purpose, alleging that it is the king's pleasure to have the
articles in that sort you have devised them to proceed; and now that you do
perceive his highness, by sinister information, to be bent that way, you think it a
convenient thing to apply unto his highness's mind. You be my friends both,
especially the one of you I did put to his majesty as of trust. Beware, I say, what
you do. There is but one truth in our articles to be concluded upon, which if you
do hide from his highness by consenting unto a contrary doctrine, and then after
in process of time, when the truth cannot be hidden from him, his highness shall
perceive how that you have dealt colourably with him, I know his grace's nature
so well," quoth the archbishop, "that he will never after trust and credit you, or
put any good confidence in you. And as you are both my friends, so therefore I
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will you to beware thereof in time, and discharge your consciences in
maintenance ofthe truth." But all this would not serve, for they still swerved; and
in the end, by discharging of his conscience, and declaring the truth unto the king,
God so wrought with the king, that his highness joined with him against the rest;
so that the book of articles passing on his side, he won the goal from them all,
contrary to all their expectations; when many wagers would have been laid in
London, that he should have been laid up with Cromwell at that time in the Tower,
for his stiff standing to his tackle. After that day here could neither councillor,
bishop, or papist, win him out of the king's favour.

Notwithstanding, not long after that, certain of the council, whose names need
not to be repeated, by the enticement and provocation of his ancient enemy, the
bishop of Winchester, and other of the same sect, attempted the king against him,
declaring plainly that the realm was so infected with heresies and heretics, that it
was dangerous for his highness farther to permit it unreformed, lest peradventure
by long suffering such contention should arise and ensue in the realm among his
subjects, that thereby might spring horrible commmotions and uproars, like as in
some parts of Germany it did not long ago; the enormity whereof they could not
impute to any so much as to the archbishop of Canterbury, who by his own
preaching and his chaplains' had fined the whole realm full of divers pernicious
heresies. The king would needs know his accusers. They answered, that foras
much as he was a councillor, no man durst take upon him to accuse him; but, if it
please his highness to commit him to the Tower for a time, there would be
accusations and proofs enough against him, for otherwise just testimony and
witness against him would not appear; "and therefore your highness," said they,
"must needs give us, the council, liberty and leave to commit him to durance."

The king perceiving their importune suit against the archbishop, but yet meaning
not to have him wronged and utterly given over unto their hands, granted to them
that they should the next day commit him to the Tower for his trial. When night
came, the king sent Sir Antony Deny about midnight to Lambeth to the archbishop,
willing him forthwith to resort unto him at the court. The message done, the
archbishop speedily addressed himself to the court, and coming into the gallery
where the king walked and tarried for him, his highness said: "Ah, my lord of
Canterbury, I can tell you news. For divers weighty considerations it is determined
by me and the council, that you to-morrow at nine of the clock shall be committed
to the Tower, for that you and your chaplains (as information is given us) have
taught and preached, and thereby sown within the realm, such a number of
execrable heresies, that it is feared, the whole realm being infected with them, no
small contentions and commotions will rise thereby amongst my subjects, as of late
days the like was in divers parts of Germany; and therefore the council have
requested me, for the trial of this matter, to suffer them to commit you to the Tower,
or else no man dare come forth as witness in these matters, you being a councillor."

When the king had said his mind, the archbishop kneeled down, and said: "I am
content, if it please your grace, with all my heart to go thither at your highness's
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commandment, and 1 most humbly thank your majesty that 1 may come to my
trial; for there be that have many ways slandered me, and now this way I hope to
try myself not worthy of such a report."

The king, perceiving the man's uprightness joined with such simplicity, said:
"Oh Lord, what manner a man be you! what simplicity is in you! Thad thought
that you would rather have sued to us to have taken the pains to have heard you
and your accusers together for your trial without any such endurance. Do not you
know what state you be in with the whole world, and how many great enemies
you have? Do you not consider, what an easy thing it is to procure three or four
false knaves to witness against you? Think you to have better luck that way than
your master Christ had? 1see it, you will run headlong to your undoing, if I would
suffer you. Your enemies shall not so prevail against you, for] have otherwise
devised with myself to keep you out of their hands. Yet, notwithstanding, to
morrow when the council shall sit and send for you, resort unto them; and if in
charging you with this matter they do commit you to the Tower, require of them,
because you are one of them, a councillor, that you may have your accusers
brought before them, and that you may answer their accusations before them
without any further endurance, and use for yourself as good persuasions that way
as you may devise; and if no entreaty or reasonable request will serve, then deliver
unto them this my ring (which then the king delivered unto the archbishop), and
say unto them: 'If there be no remedy, my lords, but that I must needs go to the
Tower, then 1 revoke my cause from you, and appeal to the king's own person by
this his token unto you all': for," said the king then unto the archbishop, "so soon
as they shall see this my ring, they know it so well, that they shall understand that
I have resumed the whole cause into mine own hands and determination, and that
I have discharged them thereof."

The archbishop, perceiving the king's benignity so much to him wards, had
much ado to forbear tears. "Well," said the king, "go your ways, my lord, and do
as 1 have bidden you." My lord, humbling himself with thanks, took his leave of
the king's highness for that night.

• To BE. CONTlNUE.D •

Lady Huntingdon was once speaking to a workman who was repairing a garden
wall, and pressing him to take some thought regarding eternity and the state of his
soul. Some years afterwards, she spoke to another on the same subject, and said
to him, "Thomas, I fear you never pray, nor look to Christ for salvation". "Your
ladyship is mistaken," answered the man. I heard what passed between you and I

James, at such a time; and the word you designed for him took effect on me."
"How did you hear it?" "I heard it on the other side of the garden, through a hole
in the wall, and shall never forget the impression I received." Thus will the
blessed Spirit even make His way through the hole of a wall, rather than an elect
sinner should die unconverted. - To P I. A f) Y
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• FACING DEATH •

133

J. H. ROSE

(A letter written to the Editor of the Reader's Digest)

I AM writing with reference to the final section of the article entitled "Happiness
- how to have it now" in the current issue of Reader s Digest, relating to the
prospect of facing one's own death. I would like to say that it is possible to face
death, not only with composure, but also with great joy.

When I was a boy I knew a young woman, 23 years of age, who, by the grace
of God, enjoyed much spiritual blessing in the final weeks of her life. Her pastor
and his wife visited her a few days before she passed away (or, as I would rather
say, "fell asleep in Jesus") and he wrote as follows:

"We shall never forget that night and the solemnity of the scene. The sweetness
of her dying language, her absolute weanedness from all earthly things, and the
loveliness of her countenance as she seemed to !ook right into heaven, and
appeared to be embracing a precious Redeemer in her arms, cannot possibly be
conveyed on paper. To her it was indeed 'joy unspeakable and full of glory' [an
expression from the Bible], and to us it seemed a sacred room, hallowed with the
atmosphere of heaven."

She said to her husband: "You have been a good, loving husband to me, but I
am going to be a partaker of much better, greater and endless love." Many times
she said, "I am so happy, extremely happy". Before she breathed her last and fell
asleep in Jesus, she spoke as follows: ''This has been a happy day. It's marvellous
to feel a Father's love and affection. I feel so happy; 1 don't think it will be much
longer now. I am longing to be in heaven.... "

Hers was not an isolated case. I knew of a senior citizen who when his wife
asked him during his final illness, "Wouldn't you like to get better and stay with
us a little longer?", replied: "No, not for the world and all that's in the world, if it
were mine to give, would I stay here. I want to go home to my heavenly home,
where there is no sin and sorrow and no more pain, where I shall see my Saviour."
To one of his sons he said, "You have a nice home but that is nothing compared
to the one I am going to. Oh how I long to be there!"

He was able feelingly to sing these lines of a hynm -

"Safe in the arms of Jesus,
Safe on His gentle breast,
There by His love o'ershaded,
Sweetly my soul shall rest"

- with a confident emphasis on the last line.
I would like to conclude by expressing the wish that you, many of your staff

and of your readers wouLd, by the grace of God, know such wonderful blessing
and happiness. Certainly I could wish nothing better.
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• GOD'S WILL, MAN'S WILL
AND FREE WILL •

HORATIUS BONAR

"Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What makes! thou? or thy lvork, He
hath no hands?" (Isaiah 45:9)

Part III - Concluded

IT may be argued that God works by means in changing the will. It will be said
that there is no need for these speciaJ and direct forthputtings of His will and
strength. He has ordained the means, He has given His Word, He has proclaimed
His Gospel, and by these means He effects the change. Well, let us see what
amount of truth there may be in this. I suppose no one will say that the Gospel can
produce the alteration in the will so long as the will rejects it. No medicine,
however excellent, can operate unless it is taken. The will of man then rejects the
Gospel, it is set against the truth of God. How then is it made to receive it?
Granting that in receiving it there is a change, yet the question is, How was it so
far changed already as to be willing to receive it? The worst feature of the malady
is the determination not to touch or taste the medicine. How is this to be overcome?
Oh! it will be said, this resistance is to be overcome with arguments. Arguments!
Is not the Gospel itself the great argument? Yet it is rejected. What arguments can
you expect to prevail with a man th.at refuses the Gospel? Admit that there are
other arguments, yet the man is set against them all. There is not one argument that
can be used which he does not hate. His will resists and rejects every persuasive
and motive. How then is this resistance to be overcome, this opposition to be made
to give way? How is the bent of the will to be so altered as to receive that which
it rejected? Plainly by his will coming into contact with a superior will, a Will that
can remove the resistance, a will like the one that said, "Let there be light!" - and
there was light. The will itself must undergo a change before it can choose that
which it rejected. And what can change it but the finger of God?

Were man's rejection of the Gospel occasioned simply by his misunderstanding
it, then 1 can see how resistance could cease upon its being made plain. But I do
not believe that such is the case. For what does it amount to but just that the sinner
never rejects the truth. It is only error which he rejects, and were his mistake
rectified, he would at once embrace the truth. The unrenewed man then, far from
having enmity to the truth (according to this view) has the very opposite! So little
of depravity is there in his heart, and so little perversity in his will - such
instinctive love of truth and abhorrence of error is there in him, that as soon as the
tmth is made plain to him, he embraces it. All his previous hesitation arose from
the errors which had been mingled with the truth presented! One would think that
this was anything but depravity. It might be ignorance, but it could not be called
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enmity to the truth. It is rather enmity to error. It would thus appear that the chief
feature of the sinner's heart and will is not enmity to truth, but hatred to error and
love of truth!

Man's heart is enmity to God - to God as revealed in the Gospel, to God as the
God of grace. What truth can there be in the assertion that all the sinner's distrust
of God and darkness of spirit do not arise from his not seeing God as the God of
grace? I grant that oftentimes this is the case. I know that it is very frequently
misapprehension of God's merciful character, as seen and pledged in the cross of
Christ, that is the cause of darkness to the anxious soul, and that a simple sight of
the exceeding riches of the grace of God would dispel these clouds. But that is
very di fferent from saying that such a sight, apart from the renewing energy of the
Spirit upon the soul, would change man's enmity into confidence and love.
For we know that the unrenewed will is set against the GospeL It is enmity to God
and His truth (Romans 8:7). The more closely and clearly truth is set before it,
and pressed home upon it, its hatred swells and rises. The presentation of truth,
however forcible and clear, even though that truth were the grace of God, will
only exasperate the unconverted man. It is the GQspel he hates, and the more
clearly it is set before him, the more he hates it. It is God that he hates, and the
more closely God approaches him, the more vividly that God is set before him,
the more his enmity awakens. Surely, then, that which stirs up enmity cannot of
itself remove it. Of what avail, then, are the most energetic means by themselves?
The will itself must be directly operated upon by the Spirit of God: He who has
made it must remake it. Its making was the work of omnipotence; its remaking
must be the same. In no other way can its evil bent be rectified. God's will must
come into contact with man's will, and then the work is done. Must not God's will
then be first in every such movement? Man's will follows.

Is this a hard saying? So some in these days would have us believe. Let us
ask wherein consists the hardness. Is it hard that God's will should be the leader
and man's will the follower in all things great and small? Is it hard that we should
be obliged to trace the origin of every movement of man towards good to the will
of God?

If it is hard, it must be that it strips man of every fragment of what is good, or
of the slightest tendency to good. And this we believe to be the secret origin of the
complaint against the doctrine. It is a thorough leveller and emptier of man. It
makes him not only nothing, but worse than nothing, a sinner all over - nothing
but a sinner, with a heart full of enmity to God, set against Him as the God of
righteousness, and still more against Him as the God of grace, with a will so bent
away from the will of God, and so rebeHious against it, as not to have one
remaining inclination to what is good and holy and spiritual. This man cannot
tol.erate. Admit that a man is totally worthless and helpless, and where is the hard
saying? Is it hard that God's blessed and holy will should go before our miserable
and unholy wills, to lead them in the way? Is it hard that those who have nothing
should be indebted to God for everything? Is it hard, since every movement of my
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will is downwards, earthwards, that God's mighty will should come in and lift it
omnipotently upwards, heavenwards?

If I admit that God's will regulates the great movements of the universe, I must
admit that it equally regulates th.e small. I must do this, for the great depends on the
small. The minutest movement of my will is regulated by the will of God. And in
this I rejoice. Woe is me if it is not so. If I shrink from so unlimited control and
guidance, it is plain that I dislike the idea of being wholly at the disposal of God.
And I am wishing to be in part at my own disposal. I am ambitious of regulating
the lesser movements of my will, while I give up the greater to His control. And so
it comes out that I wish to be a god to myself. I do not like the thought of God
having all the disposal of my destiny. if He gets His will, I am afraid that I shall not
get mine. It comes out, moreover, that the God about whose love I was so fond of
speaking is a God to whom I cannot trust myself implicitly for eternity. Yes, this is
the real truth. Man's dislike of God's sovereignty arises from his suspicion of God's
heart. And yet the men in our day who deny this absolute sovereignty are the very
men who profess to rejoice in the love of God. They are the ones who speak of that
love as if there were nothing else in God but love. The more I understand of the
character of God, as revealed in Scripture, the more shall I see that He must be
sovereign, and the more shall I rejoice from my inmost heart that He is so.

lt was God's sovereign will that fixed the time of my birth. It is the same will
that has fixed the day of my death. And was not the day of my conversion fixed
as certainly by that same will? Or will any but "the fool" say that God has fixed
by His will the day of our birth and death, but leaves us to fix the day of our
conversion by our own will. That is, He leaves us to decide whether we shall be
converted or not, whether we shall believe or not? If the day of conversion is
fixed, then it cannot be left to be determined by our own will. God determined
where and when and how we should be born. And so He has determined where
and when and how we shall be born again! If so, His will must go before ours in
believing. And just because His will goes before ours, we do become willing to
believe. Were it not for this, we should never have believed at all!

If man's will precedes God's will in everything relating to himself, then I do
not see how any of God's plans can be carried into effect. Man would be left to
manage the world in his own way. God must not fix the time of his conversion,
for that would be an interference with man's responsibility. No, He must not at all
fix it so that he is converted, for that must be left to a man and his own will. He
must not fix how many are to be converted, for that would be making His own
invitation a mere mockery, and man's responsibility a pretence! He may turn a
stray star into its course again by a direct forthputting of power, and will be
unchallenged for interference with the laws of nature, but to stretch out His arm
and arrest a human will in its devious course, so as to tum it back again to
holiness, is an unwarrantable exercise of His power and an encroachment upon
man's liberty. What a world! where man gets all his own way, where God is not
allowed to interfere, except in that way that man calls lawful! What a world~
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where everything turns upon man's will, where the whole current of events in the
world or in the church is regulated, shaped, impelled by man's will alone. God's
will is but a secondary thing. Its part is to watch events and follow in the track of
man's! Man wills - God must say, Amen.

In all this opposition to the absolute will of God, we see the self-will of these
last days manifesting itself. Man wanted to be a god at the first, and he continues
his struggle to the last. He is resolved that his will shall take the precedence of
God's. In the last Antichrist, this self-will shall be summed up and exhibited. He
is the king that is to do according to his will. And in the free-will controversy of
the day, we see the same spirit displayed. It is Antichrist that is speaking to us and
exhorting us to proud independence. Self-will is the essence of antichristian
religion. Self will is the root of bitterness that is springing up in the church - and
it is not from above, it is from beneath. It is earthly, sensual and devilish.

---e---

• THE GREAT COMMISSION •

BRIAN GARRARD (Basingstoke)

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all

things whatsoever J have commanded you: and, /0, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world. Amen" (Matthew 28:19-20)

JUST before our Lord ascended to heaven He gave a parting command to His
disciples whi.ch was of great importance. They were to go and make disciples of
all the nations and teach and preach repentance and remission of sins.

Christ's power and rule
In Matthew 28: 18, the Lord declared that, "All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth". This means He rules and reigns (see Psalm 2:6-12). If we are to
fulfil the Lord's commission then we need to remember His great authority and
power over the nations. As Lord of all, He gives us the authority to go and preach
the Gospel and the power to fulfil His command (Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:4-8).
Some object and say this applies only to the Apostles and those associated with
them, but do they really believe that the church ever since has been robbed of the
power and presence of the Spirit? Of course not, for the same Lord who sent the
Apostles also sends us and gives the identical Holy Spirit.

A standing command

There are those who say the command to preach the Gospel throughout tbe whole
earth was only for the Apostles. If that be true, then those who have gone out in
the past and preached have disobeyed the Lord and the conversions they have
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seen have been false fruit. Besides, ministers who have baptized others have also
acted contrary to the Lord's command, for he made it clear that the Apostles were
to baptize as well. If the command to preach the Gospel was limited to the Apostles,
then we have no right to take the promise of Matthew 28:20 to ourselves either. This
says, "Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen". Yet we
are persuaded that Christ meant His divine commission to be a standing command
to the church of all times and it has never been revoked and will not be until the
Lord returns in glory at the end of the Gospel age. We must remember that God has
promised great and glorious things under the preaching of the Gospel in both the
Old and New Testaments. In the light of these, should we not shake off lethargy and
rise up and be about our Master's service? Some examples can be seen in the
following. Psalm 22:27; 72:8-11; Isaiah 42 & 43; 52:7-10; the book of Jonah; Acts
2:39; 3:25,26; 8:1-8 and 26-40; 10 and 11; Romans 1:13-16; 9:22-33,11:1-10. The
Lord said that if we love Him we are to keep His commandments (John 14: 15). The
implication is obvious. Followers of the Lord will be quick to do His bidding and
shall do so happily and with a ready spirit.

What is the basis ofour high calling?

The foundation for our preaching of the Gospel to all the nations must be a
biblical understanding of God. We often go wrong as Christians because we have
an inadequate appreciation of Almighty God and this in turn leads us to have a
defective experience of Him. If we knew God in the depths of our being, perhaps
we might love Him more and render joyful obedience to His commands. An
appreciation of the Lord will lead us to know that it is only God who can do the
work of God, yet in His grace and love, He has decreed to use men and women
to accomplish His will upon the earth. As a result, He has given to the church the
Great Commission so that we may preach the Gospel to the whole world. We
cannot do this in our own strength, for God Himself must come upon us in the
Person of the Holy Spirit. This great task may appear impossible to us as humans
but the Lord has promised to build His church and not permit the gates of hell to
prevail against it (Matthew 16: 18). What great encouragement we have as we go
forth to preach the Gospel and to be witnesses for Christ. Because He is the
absolute Sovereign, we can be certain of spiritual fruit!

What is the Church's commission?
It is to obey the command of our Lord and preach the Gospel to all the nations.

• "Go ye therefore." We are to go to people in our own land, but especially to
other nations. Believers are to take seriously the call to leave national
boundaries and travel to other countries and preach the Gospel to a foreign
people. This will involve sacrifice and perhaps even suffering, but we are to
put Christ first in all things and remember the spiritual needs of others. The
Apostles are our examples as well as those in previolls centuries, yet the
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supreme One is the Lord. As the Apostle of God, He left heaven His home
and was clothed in true human flesh. In this, He humbled Himself and
became obedient to death in order to secure a people for Himself. As the
Father sent the Son, so the Lord sent His Apostles into the world and He
continues this work by calling His church to go in every generation. Not all
are able to do the work, but we should all do so in spirit and with a ready
heart. Also, pray and give. In these ways, we enter into the labours of those
who physically labour in the Gospel.

• All nations are to be taught. "Go ye therefore, and teach.... " The margin
has it, "make disciples or Christians". This involves the formal work of
preaching and teaching and is the main way that disciples are made. See also
Luke 24:47 and Romans 10:13-18. The church's great work is carried out
through her ministers and missionaries, but not exclusively so. Many others
are called to assist in this ministry and without them, the work of the Gospel
would grind to a halt. In fact, all believers are meant to be involved in the
"Great Commission" as we have already atteIl}pted to show. In addition to
prayer and giving, there is the work of teaching children and young people,
visiting, calling from door to door, working amongst women, especially in
older Christian women teaching younger ones (Titus 2:3-5), etc.

• How else does the church fulfil the Lord's "Commission"? By the
establishment of Gospel churches throughout the world. These in turn then
reach out to their communities and even go to other countries. Without the
prayerful backing of these churches, the Lord's command would never be
carried out. Part of the discipling of the nations is the baptism and reception
of new converts. "Baptizing them in the name of the Father ... Son, and ...
Holy Ghost." Not that it makes them believers, but the Lord has commanded
baptism to be observed in all ages of the church. It serves as a sign and seal
of converts being joined to Christ and experi.encing regeneration, as well as
being their admittance into the visible church.

A priority
As we have been saying, the Church's great mission in this world is to preach the
Gospel and see many made disciples. In the process of carrying out these tasks,
we may be involved in medical missions, feeding the hungry, caring for the
destitute, etc. These are important matters and the church, historically, has always
had a serious concern in these areas. Yet we must exercise care and ensure that we
keep our priorities well in view. The Lord fed the hungry and healed the sick and
He also calls His Church to a ministry of compassion as well. In saying that, He
left us with a final and important charge: "Go ye into all the world and preach the
Gospel". Let none misunderstand, acts of mercy and compassion must not be
overlooked, but never to the neglect and detriment of Gospel preaching and
mission. We should also avoid politics and keep them a personal matter. They
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only detract from our high calling. The same can be said of constantly drawing
attention to moral decay and declining standards. We are not here to be always
protesting and complaining, but preaching the Gospel. Beware, too, of
substituting causes for the Gospel and trying to deal with symptoms. Our only
hope is forgiveness and new life in Christ, not social or political renewal.

The challenge
Where are those willing to leave home, comforts and a good salary to serve the
Lord? In centuries past, many journeyed to foreign shores with the Gospel and
gave their lives gladly for Christ. Time is short and there is much to be done. The
dangers to !.ife and health are still present, but what are they compared with
serving the Redeemer and giving ourselves for Him? The "missionary age" has
not ended and will not until the Lord comes again in glory. Until then, we are to
take the Gospel to the ends of the earth and never slacken in our spiritual interest
and concern for missions. What has happened to us? Why have we lost this
burden and, dare we say it, passion for the souls of men? May the Holy Spirit stir
us again and raise us up from our indifference, apathy and weakness. Why are we
in this state? Do we love the evil system of things that is opposed to God and live
self-indulgent lives? Do we tolerate sin in our hearts and make peace with it? Are
we hungry for God and thirsting for Him and His righteousness? Are we careful
to walk according to the Scriptures and grow in our love for the Lord?

Providence
God has blessed us with many things that the early believers never had and this
can aid us in the carrying out of the "Great Commission". For example,
worldwide communications and travel are much easier than in years gone by and
the Scriptures and other useful literature can be produced more readily. Generally
speaking, there are more technical resources available and believers in the West
are far wealthier than those of previous generations. These and other advantages
can only work in our favour as we attempt to preach the Good News of Christ to
all the earth. The work of the Gospel still remains hard and in places very
dangerous, but why should that make us hesitate? Wc have the greatest message
and treasure in heaven and earth, yet "we do not well: this day is a day of good
tidings, and we hold our peace" (2 Kings 7:9).

The Church's reluctallce
Jonah was a reluctant preacher to a godless people and the Church of Christ must
not copy him. Whatever the reasons for our reluctance, may God help us to repent
of them, overcome this indifference and have compassion for the lost souls of this
world (Jonah 4: 10-11). Where is the love of God for our fellow men? Why does
it not burn within us as it should? Things of this world seem to have a greater
concern for us than men, women and children who are dying in their sins. Let this
never be said of the church of today, God has appointed His Son as the only
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E.M.

Saviour of men but, "How then shall they call on him in whom they have
believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And
how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shaH they preach, except they
be sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel
of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!" (Romans 10:14-15). May God
help us all. Amen.

---e---

• BOOK REVIEWS •

The Da Vlnel Code On Trial. Filtering Fact from Fiction. Stephen Clark. Bryntirion
Press. pp. 32. £4.50. ISBN I 85049 2093. Da Vlnel. A broken Code. Brian H. Edwards. Day
One Publications. pp. 94. £2.50. ISBN I 846250196.

These two short books are both concerned with Dan Brown's by now notorious bestseller, The Do
Vinci Code. Your reviewer found with some relief that he would not need to go out and buy a copy
of this work, as the plot is well summarised in 5tephen Clark's longer critique. Both writers are
Christian ministers: Brian Edwards is a well-known writer of long-standing, whereas this appears to
be Stephen Clark's second publication.

Both cover similar ground, explaining for the general reader and less-informed Christian, the
shortcomings of the Gnostic "gospels" from which Mr. Brown, and the writers of "The Holy Blood
and the Holy Grail" before him, have derived their preposterous ideas. pointing OUt clearly where
they have played fast and loose with the facts of history and defending the New Testament writings
as the authentic account of the life and teaching of Jesus.

The showing of the film will perhaps provide opportunities for personal an~ corporate witness
to unbelievers who have seen it (at least that is what those cathedral authorities that have unwisely
made their premises available to the film-makers seem to be arguing). Both these books can be
recommended as useful tools in this respect. Brian Edwards' book is more clearly set out with
textbook headings and sub-headings that assist with the presentation of the arguments. That by
Stephen Clark, a former lawyer. adopts a more scholarly format with numerous footnotes and will
appeal to the reader who wishes to delve more deeply into the subject. J.B.D.

New Testament Commentaries, Volume I - Romans to Epheslans. Geoffrey
B. Wilson.The Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. 680. paperback. £9.50. ISBN 0 851518 98 2.

This popular commentary is based on the ASV (190 I) and quotes the NIV in places. A glance at
Romans 6 shows the author is a Baptist. The book is designed for the Christian who wishes for
straightforward. clear help in understanding the Scriptures in a non-technical fashion. It comments
verse by verse, but not on every single verse individually. Nor does it attempt to give all possible
meanings and interpretations. It does not shirk issues. nor is it simplistic. and avoids undue
wordiness.

The aim is to put a useful working commentary into the hands of the Christian who wishes
to understand God's Word himself, or to lead a Bible Study or preach. It fulfils this, and at an
affordable price.

Commentaries are of one of two types - devotional and warm, or technical and cold. Ideally.
these two are combined. However, not everyone likes the same approach - some like the
devotional, preaching. style, whilst others seek for a commentary with exact meanings and
grammatical constructions.This book seeks to combine the two.

Like all Banner books, the content, print and presentation is excellent.
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New Testament Commentaries, Volume 1 - Phtupplans to Hebrews and
Revelation. Geoffrey B. Wilson. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 60 I, paperback. £9.50. ISBN
0851519 13 X.

Your reviewer first handled one of Geoffrey Wilson's commentaries twenty years ago, and found it
lucid and helpful, and all the good things said about Volume I apply here.

The commentary on Revelation needs a further word.The stance taken is Amillennial - or, if you
like, "spiritualising" the prophecy. No attempt is made to see events, unlike say the Reformers, who
saw it in historical terms. The book is, to quote, "to promote patient endurance, but not stimulate
fanciful speculation". Each age has had its preferred method of interpreting Revelation, and today's
isAmillennial.To see these other interpretations the reader will have to look elsewhere.That should
not hide the fact this is a good commentary, in a well-presented publication.

A Home for Virginia. Patricia St.John. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 24, square hardback.
£6.99. ISBN I 85792961 6.

Having personally known and admired Miss St. john's work in Morocco over years, I have to confess
a bias. She was an outstanding Christian, dedicated, very hardworking, humble-minded, and talented
in all she undertook, with love and time for everybody - even the ladies who blew their noses with
her tablecloth. She went to live in one Muslim town in the Riff Mountains and the authorities
mounted a sentry on her door to keep people away, such was her godly life.

So what she wrote is easy to accept and to know is of sterling worth. This Victorian tale of the
goldfields is retold with skill and spiritual understanding for little ones. The illustrations help, not
being the cartoon characters which today undermine the necessary seriousness of many children's
books. We deal in life and death matters when we handle the Bible, and must avoid an impression
of flippancy. Noah's ark is a case in point.

In spite of the non-AV quotations, this is a good book to give a child, either for reading to or to
be read by such when reading has been learnt. E.M.

Birds of the Bible. ISBN I 903087 89 9. Plants of the Bible. ISBN I 903087 91 O.
Animals of the Bible. ISBN I 903087 88 O. Places of the Bible. ISBN I 903087 90 2
Day One Publications. Each large paperback, £2.50.

Each book contains seventeen texts from the New King James Version which can be coloured, with
a short paragraph of facts and further information about the place, plan, animal or bird of the text.

Each text is also accompanied by a full page illustration to colour. There are a number of
coloured examples on the cover that could be copied and the books would be enjoyed by anyone
between 7-10 years.

The information provided on each page means that each volume can be kept as an illustrated
reference book long after the colouring has been completed. E.H.M.

Systematic Theology, Biblical and Historical. Robert Duncan Culver. Mentor
Christian Focus Publications. pp. 1,258, hardback. £29.99. ISBN I 84550049 O.

This book has the highest recommendations by a number of leading evangelical scholars in America,
and is the fruit of a lifetime of reformed theological seminary teaching in some of the most
academic evangelical colleges in the USA, especially Grace Theological Seminary and Wheaton
College.The author writes from vast knowledge. with a clear and readable style.

There is a plethora of such "Theologies" appearing in book lists, but this is on an unfashionable
subject, Systematic Theology, as opposed to Biblical Theology, which latter is today taken as a fairer
way of presenting theology, as free of the Western Greek thought system. However, Dr. Culver
appeals above this rivalry to the perspicuity of Scripture. that it has an objective meaning of its own
which is clear, and alone, correct.
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The plan is to expound the Doctrines: of God; of Man, both as created and as a sinner; of Christ'
Person and Work; of Applied salvation; of the Church, both local and universal; and of the Las
Things, both personal and universal.There is a bibliography, Scripture index and general index. Th.
paper is thin so the book can be handled easily, the print clear and, from my incomplete perusal, ne
obvious publishing errors.

The Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version. supplemented by NIV. NKJ
NASB, New RSV, and RSV translations of the Bible.The Americans love Latinisms in theology.The:
also use more words than we would, although modern British doctrinal works increasingly tent
that way. However, not sparing words so as to include personal examples. does intentionally give:
human touch.

The outlook appears to be Reformed Baptist and the Westminster Confession and Reformatiol
views are given considerable space. Other views are, however, given proper space and fairly treated
It is not a place to find out much about, say,Anglican theology, and I would venture the remark tha
this position is not well understood, possibly because seen as a form of Episcopalianism (ECUSA)
This is a tome that will repay the outlay of anyone wishing to study theology, and we are in 01
Culver's and Mentor's debt. E.M

Being a Christian Husband: A Biblical Perspective. Colin Hamer. Evangelical Pres!
pp. 117, paperback. £6.95. ISBN 0 85234 557 I.

The author, an elder at Grace Baptist Church,Astley, Nr. Manchester, seeks in this book to presen
what the Bible has to say about the character and duties of the Christian husband. He commence
in chapter I with five definitions of"marriage" (sic) viz. Civil, Religious, Secular cohabitation, cultur.l
and Civil Partnerships. And here in chapter I we have the first of what can only be calle.
questionable or unadvised statements: "We ought to be c1e.ar that it would be entirely possible te
have a biblically valid Christian marriage without having a civil marriage" (page 23). Is the autho
saying it is possible and permissible for Christian couples to live together in a marriage
cohabitational relationship without that marriage having been sanctioned by law on the premisl
that the local Christian Church has given its sanction!

The author traces the role of the husband through the Old Testament showing that the husban.
was always the head of the family. The Lord Jesus Christ is shown as the "role model" for th,
Christian husband. FollOWing the example of the Lord Jesus. the Christian husband is to love hi
wife as Christ loved the Church - not an emotional love but a truly committed and sacrificial lOVE
The husband is to take responsibility for the wife, he is to have authority and is to be faithful.

Further unadvised statements by the author include his choice of "inspiring leaders in worl.
history" (page 87); the advocacy of divorce/separation on grounds other than adultery or wilfl
desertion on the part of an unbelieVing partner (page I 11), ete.

Typographical errors include "Abel", spelt "Able" (page 42); "Saviour" commences with
lowercase letter (pages 58 and 59); "Trinity" commences with a lowercase letter (page 91). Th,
second sentence of the second paragraph on page 41 is incomprehensible English:"ln other word!
her need of male companionship meant that she would be was always looking to please a man."

The author uses the NIV throughout the book and, whilst some helpful thoughts on the role c
the Christian husband are brought out. there are too many questionable statements by the autho
to recommend this book. The articles which have recently appeared in the Gospel Magazine b
Peter Murcott on the subject of marriage, and the Marriage Service in the Book of Common Praye
are much better scriptural guides to marriage and the role of the husband.

The Word and the Spirit. Charles H. Spurgeon. Evangelical Press. pp. 240, hardback. £9.9~
ISBN 0 85234 545 3.

This volume, prepared by Michael Daly, pastor of Marlow Baptist Church, Bucks., forms part of th,
Living Classics For Today series, and contains "lightly edited" sermons of Spurgeon on the themes 0



144 The Gospel Magazine

S.K.E.

the Bible and the Holy Spirit. These ten sermons, preached from the AV, are adapted to the New
King James, and come from the New Park Street Pulpit and the Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit The
texts selected are Luke I 1:29, Ephesians 4:3, Acts 2:36-37, I Kings 19: 11-13, Ephesians I: 13-14,
Ephesians 6: 17, Isaiah 8:20, I Timothy 3: IS, Zechariah 4:6 and Hebrews 4: 12.

The sermons, though preached in the 19th century, are still spiritually refreshing and relevant
because Spurgeon expounded the eternal Word of God. In a long introduction, the series editor,
Dr. Michael Haykin, principal of the Toronto Baptist Seminary, comments on Spurgeon's dependence
on the Holy Spirit in his preaching. Spurgeon.lecturing to his students, said that the cause of useless
ministries lies in the "lack of distinctly recognizing the power of the Holy Spirit". Pray that today's
preachers may know the power of the Holy Spirit!

Matten to do with the contenu of The Gospel Map1lne sbo.uld be sent to~

The Rt. Rev. EdwJlrd Malco/m. 1$ Srid,. Stneet, Knl,hton. Powys LOT 1ST-Tel. 01547 528815.
Only sulncrlptlons and advert/.emenu ,"ovld be .ent to the Secretary (detail. Of>IJo.}teJ.

Peter King, Secretary

DAY CONFERENCE 2006
BENSON VILLAGE HALL, BENSON, OXFORDSHIRE

(on the B4009 off the M40)

SATURDAY, 1st JULY 2006, 11 a.m. - 3.45 p.m.
Or. David Samuel: Prayers and Introduction

The Rev. B.ruch M•••:
'. UFORMID _GnICAL DISC:UIIION OF
ROMANI 9.11 - .SUlL AND THI GOSPEL"

A HISTORICAL 0VI1tVI1W OF IIUIL AND THI GOSPIL,
CULMlNATI"G IN IH'I GOSPIL'SCINI IN ISRAEL TODAY

• Bring own lunch; drinks provided • Children hove separate sessions and activities
Modern facilities, car parking, large playing field attached, in

a quiet Oxfordshire village. Retiring offering

Enquiries: Tel. 0118959 5131 • www.continuingcofe.org
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