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"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is

passedfram death unto life" (John 5:24)

A YOUNG man in some difficulties used to love to spend time in my parents'
home and talk over the things of the Lord. He was saved, but one thing he would
never accept, and always argued, was the existence of hell. The truth was he loved
his own father who had died Christless. He wanted to believe that he had
everlasting life, though unrepentant.

There are other ways of doing this. The most common way, heard twenty times
a day in any crematorium, is some hopeful statement. You must have heard them.
The minister talks of "perpetual light shining upon them", they "being in the next
room", of "RIP", and "We commend unto Thy mercy, 0 Lord". They credit with
saving faith in the Lord Jesus, those who showed absolutely none when alive,
even atheists, and utterly worldly, godless people. All unsaved "Christians" (so
called), all other religions and philosophies, the whole world, combine to say
assurance of eternal life is wrong. They say no one can be certain he now has
eternal life. Christ alone promises it.

Certainty of eternal life starts by "Verily, verily". Listen well! Where does
certainty lie? In "I say unto you". Solely on the Word of the Lord Jesus Christ. I
have known small boys, who if they said to me, "A man has been knocked down
in the road outside", why, I would not even bother to raise my head to look. But
if my wife said to me, "Quick! There is a collision, and there are hundreds dead
on the road", why, I would rush out. It is not the inherent probability of a thing,
but a witness one can trust implicitly, that makes the difference.
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I cannot convince you of eternal life by proving the resurrection, however
cleverly. Christ has to say to you personally, "I say unto you". Ever tried
resuscitating a corpse? It is impossible. No one will believe such a huge thing. So
they feel it is sheer presumption to claim certainty of eternal life. But, in quiet
assurance, I can say that I am certain. Some have said to me that I am far too sure,
and even grown angry. Others, even with tears, that they wished they had my
certainty. I rest on His bare Word, His authority. If He is wrong, then I am
deluded. The world is full of self-confident people and voices. They are worthless.
I prefer His bare Word to all their fine words.

The only way to live eternally is to believe "My Word". He does not say "the
Bible says", or "God says", or rest on anyone else. He rests the whole matter on
Himself. Believe Me, or else "pass into condemnation". And He alone in all the
world, tells us of condemnation to hell. He is not ashamed of telling men they are
even now spiritually dead, unless they pass from death to life.

The promise is, "hath everlasting life". You here and now receive eternal life.
And it needs stating boldly. See how prominent Christ made this matter. He made
no attempt to hide it. If you look at this passage you will see He said it to men
who were picking up stones to kill Him with. He made this doctrine prominent,
and so must we. He says, "is passed from death unto life". We are sure. Are you?
Do you witness boldly?

---e---

• STEPHEN'S DEFENCE •

A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"Then said the high priest, Are these things so? And he said, Men, brethren, and
fathers, hearken" (Acts 7:1-2)

THE occasion of these words is the trial for his life of the first Christian martyr,
Stephen, a name meaning "crown", a man "full of faith and power". The Jews
were soon "disputing with Stephen". The real reason they put him on trial was that
"they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake". So
they got false witnesses to accuse him of the very things they had accused
Stephen's Master of. "This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against
this holy place, and the law: For we have heard him say that Jesus Christ shall
destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us."

So Stephen replies. His speech is recorded in full because very important.
He was a man of ability. This speech is the model copied by a young Jew who
was present at the trial, called Saul. When, later he was converted, he changed
his name to Paul. When Paul spoke to the Jews, he used Stephen's method
and arguments.
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The whole scene is emotional, the speech powerful. If you look at the end,
verse 54, "they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth".
But if you look at Stephen's last words, verses 51 to 53, he is saying, "You use
bad argument and emotion, but I use reason". "Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised
in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do
ye. Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? And they have slain
them which showed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have now
been the betrayers and murderers." Those words are reasonable and fair. Stephen
was an honest man. He stands before us as a man who had done no wrong, falsely
accused, and answering for his life. Let us, like Paul, learn from him. Let us value
history. This whole speech looks like a long history lesson. Today history is being
rewritten. See any "period" drama on the TV, look at the only areas of history
allowed to b~ taught in our schools. See the way our Christian past is being played
down, even changed to suit modern ideas. In one sense history is Stephen's
defence, and ours.

But in fact it is not a history lesson. It refutes three charges. Modems are
rewriting history to remove our Christian heritage. Stephen is accusing his hearers
of airbrushing out true history. He is saying that the best in Jewish history, the
great men of the past, pointed to Jesus as the Christ. The worst, had the same
views of Jesus Christ as the men now sitting in front of Stephen. We say "Amen"
to all that, as we look at our leaders today.

Stephen understood what they accused him of, most clearly. Let us be equally
clear. Men do not change, only their theories and explanations change. They
merely imagine they have new truths. They accuse us of the same three things as
they did Stephen all those years ago. Of blasphemy, destroying the Temple, and
Jesus of Nazareth. Nothing has changed in that over the years.

They accused him first of all of misunderstanding God, the Church, and
religion in general. They said this because he held that all history points to the
Lord Jesus Christ, and that the Gospel is the truth of the ages, all else being false.
Men reject that with scorn and derision. They say God is not like that. The
important thing is to get through to them like Stephen did. He certainly got past
their prejudices far enough to make them react.

How did Stephen do it? By using the method Christ used. That is a parable.
Christ would tell a story, which moved the hearers to side willingly against the
one who was guilty in the story. They then found they had condemned
themselves. He got them to take sides mentally against themselves, as did
Stephen, and so must we. He simply told them about their ancestors' bad acts, and
they agreed, but suddenly he came out and said, "you are the same, and much
worse". Stephen saw clearly that the Gospel is the only message that can save this
world. They saw that as terrible, but they understood.

We have a vitally important message. The problem is how to get it past
thoroughly prejudiced men. Well, we start here, that Stephen was honest, good,
and a helper of the weak. That spelled popularity and influence on the masses, so



112 The Gospel Magazine

danger to them. So they would go to any lengths to convict him. They brought
false charges. I believe it is the greatest sign of hope for us today that we are
being falsely charged. May we succeed in showing them we have the same
characteristics as Stephen, and in rousing them to think.

They claim sweet reasonableness guides them in singling us out and stopping
us, and putting us at odds with the law. In fact what moves them is prejudice,
disdain of the Gospel, and a feeling they are too sophisticated for it, and we are
too low for contempt. Why did those men reject Stephen's Gospel? The real thing
that roused them was the suggestion behind Stephen's words that the Jewish
leaders were wrong. This is something all the early Christian preachers said. But
they added that the Jews needed to believe in Jesus of Nazareth and His teaching.
The Jews felt they needed nothing. They were the guides, the good and great.
What? They need Jesus of Nazareth? They resented it most deeply. When Jesus
was on earth, these men sitting judging Stephen were the very same ones who had
tried to argue with Him, entrap Him, entice Him, and finally to kill Him. The Lord
accused them in John 8 verse 33, of not really being Abraham's seed, but the
children of the devil. He had the temerity to offer them freedom if they followed
Him. This cut them to the quick because it implied they were not true Jews but
were slaves.

Here was this man Stephen saying the very same things! What really got them
was they thought the whole matter was safely past. They had got rid of the Lord
Jesus, or so they thought. But now here was this man resurrecting the whole
matter. He was a dangerous throwback. Today we are considered dangerous for
the same reasons.

Stephen commenced by accusing them of failing to understand their own
history, and therefore themselves. They felt very proud of their history, and of
themselves. How did he go about it?

Stephen starts by agreeing they were physically Abraham's seed. But then he
argues they rejected Abraham. Of course they never rejected Abrahain during his
lifetime. But Stephen proves his charge. In verse 25 he accuses their ancestors of
rejecting Abraham's grandson, Joseph. It happened when his brethren, the other
patriarchs, sold him into Egypt. That was the nation rejecting Abraham. John the
Baptist also accused the Jews of not being Abraham's children, in Luke 3, verses
7 and 8. And so did the Lord Jesus in John 8, verse 33. All three accuse the Jews
of relying too much on genealogies or family trees. So Stephen goes through their
history and shows that spiritually they rejected Abraham in Joseph. You will find
Paul did exactly the same thing in Romans 9, verse 6: "They are not all Israel,
which are of Israel." Stephen says, "You are not really Jews."

Stephen then took up their second charge against him, that he had blasphemed
the temple. So he goes through their attitude to the temple. They relied on the
actual stones, customs, and possession of the building. They believed in God, and
gloried in the building. So they felt as long as they attended, all was well. They
rested on the externals of religion. In verses 48 and 49, Stephen says, "Howbeit
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the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet,
Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me?
saith the Lord." In other words, "You have completely misunderstood your
religion and your God".

Now he goes to the third charge, made against him in chapter 6, verse 13, of
speaking against Moses and the law. The Jews gloried in having the law of Moses,
the great lawgiver and leader. So they despised the Gentiles as "dogs", outside the
law. The Jews rested all upon possession of the law. That was the way to God. So
what need had they of Jesus? None at all! They kept the commandments, and so
could save themselves. But, Stephen accuses them of misrepresenting the law,
even of rejecting it. How? He says they rejected Moses in verse 35: "This Moses
whom they refused." And verse 39: "To whom our fathers would not obey, but
thrust him from them, and in their hearts turned back again into Egypt." They
rejected Moses, and with him, the law of Moses.

What does all that teach us about getting the Gospel over to our generation?
Underlying Stephen's arguments is a holy character, filled with the Holy Spirit,
taught in the Word, and full of love and zeal to win his fellow countryman. We
need all that to answer today. Until they see we have a character like Stephen's,
we cannot move them. Mere words cannot. They have to know the accusations
they make against us, are obviously untrue. If they can find a chink in our spiritual
armour, that will ruin our case.

Then we reply to their accusations by bringing out the Holy Spirit's accusations
against them. Not nastily, nor unfoundedly, nor lightly. We say they have
misunderstood God. Their god is someone the Bible says is a false god. Then we
say, you have misunderstood your own history. Both as a country, as they seek to
get rid of the Christian past of their own land. And personally, for they are not the
people they think they are. Far from being good at bottom and advancing in
superior morality, they are sinful by nature, spiritually darkened, and unable to
know God.

We then accuse them of misunderstanding their own religion. They teach a
sort of hybrid of all religions rolled into one. What they take seriously is the
worship of sport, fitness, the good life, and in science to make man live for
ever. Their religion is the worship of man and his ability to save the planet. They
know little or nothing of the Bible. They have made a vacuum which is being
filled by Islam.

We then accuse them of not understanding their need, our Lord Jesus Christ.
They rely on law and good works, but do ever worse things. The Bible says that
they are in this mess because they have never seen Christ in His beauty. They
reject the only One who can save. They refuse to face themselves as they are, and
churn out ever more laws, getting deeper into the morass.

Instead of listening, they grow heated, emotional, and refuse all reason. They
need to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. May we witness to them as
faithfully as Stephen.
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• FOR YOUNGER READERS •

CARINE MACKENZIE

JEHOVAH MACCADDESHEM - THE LORD WHO SANCTIFIES

GOD spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai giving him the Ten Commandments and
details of the law. He gave instructions about the tabernacle, God's dwelling place
and the furnishings and decorations for it.

God reminded Moses of the importance of keeping the Sabbath day holy. "The
Sabbath is a sign between Me and you, throughout your generations," God said,
"so that you may I know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you" (Exodus
31: J3). This was another special name for God - Jehovah Maccaddeshem - the
Lord who sanctifies - the Lord who makes you holy.

This was not meant to be a burden but a wonderful way of remembering all that
God had done for them.

The Lord who had created man rested on the seventh day, not because He was
tired but because he had finished His great work of creation.

The Sabbath was a day to stop from work and remember all that God had done.
We remember the Lord's Day in a special way because of what the Lord Jesus

Christ did for His people on the cross at Calvary. He died for them, He rose again
on the third day (our Christian Sabbath - Sunday) and ascended into heaven
where He continually prays for us.

The Lord's Day should be a day when we remember Him. It is a day of rest
and worship.

God is holy. He wants His people to be holy too. "Be ye holy," He told them,
"for I am the Lord your God.... Keep my statutes, and do them: I am the Lord
which sanctify you" (Leviticus 20:7-8.)

We find it impossible to be holy by our own efforts. We are full of sin in all that
we do and say and think. Jesus Christ is the only Man who lived a perfectly holy
life. Those who trust in Him for salvation are covered with His righteousness. He
took their sin on His body when He died on the cross at Calvary. They are
forgiven and clean and righteous in God's sight.

God has provided salvation for His people - "called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began" (l Timothy 1:9.)

BIBLE SEARCH

Look for the missing words in the verses. The initials of your answers will spell
out a word connected with the story.

1. Remember the day to keep it holy (Exodus 20:8).
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2. It shall be a Sabbath of rest unto you, and ye shall your souls, by
a statute for ever (Leviticus 16:31).

3. But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, and holy , a
peculiar people (l Peter 2:9).

4. God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it; because that in it he had rested
from all his work which God and made (Genesis 2:3).

(John: thy word is _5. Sanctify them through thy _
17:17).

6. Thou art holy, 0 thou that the praises of Israel (Psalm 22:3).

7. Holy keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given
me, that they may be one, as we are (John 17:11).

8. Submit therefore to God (lames 4:7).

---e---

• "GIVE ATTENDANCE TO READING" •

Christian Books, Christian Writing and Christian Publishing

J. E. NORTH (Totton, Hants.)

OF all the various providential occurrences that happened at the time of the
Reformation, there are two that perhaps stand out as amongst the most important.
One of these occurred here in England and the other on the Continent.

Of prime importance was William Tyndale's encounter with a Romish prelate.
Around 1520 Tyndale became tutor to the family of Sir John Walsh. There, in Sir
John's household, the Romish prelate taunted Tyndale with the comment, "We are
better without God's laws than the Pope's". To which Tyndale replied, "I defy the
Pope and all his laws. If God spare my life ere many years, I will cause the boy
that drives the plough to know more of the Scriptures than thou dost." Tyndale's
subsequent history was that of being driven into exile, and to a martyr's death. But
that history was one of being committed to the translation of Holy Scripture and
its circulation.

The second occurrence was with regard to the invention of the principle of
moveable type in the printing process by Gutenberg. Gutenberg was a printer in
Germany round about the time Martin Luther commenced his work of
reformation in Germany, and prior to his posting his 95 Theses on the church door
at Wittenberg. Prior to this invention, when books were produced, it was either by
their being written by hand or printed from carved wooden plates - both very
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costly and time consuming. Wycliffe's New Testament in the 14th century had
had to be hand written. This had prevented its wide circulation, but in God's
providence, just prior to the Reformation the ability to produce books relatively
cheaply and quickly was invented.

The Reformers were not slow to take advantage of this. Luther's 95 Theses
were quickly copied, printed and circulated around Europe. Tyndale, in exile,
translated the Scriptures from Greek into English. They were printed and
smuggled into England. Tunstall, Bishop of London, bought copies at a high price
and subsequently burnt them to prevent their circulation but with the monies
raised even more copies were printed, smuggled into England and circulated.

It was through the printing, distribution and reading of Christian books that the
Reformation progressed.

Before we actually look what Christians ought to be reading, I want, firstly to
consider what the Scriptures have to say about books.

Firstly, there is a caution and admonition with regard to books

"Of the making of books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the
flesh" (Ecclesiastes 12: 12). The writer of Ecclesiastes was admonishing his son to
take note of the words of the wise, but he adds this caution, that there is no end to
the production of books, but the purpose is to take note of that which comes from
"one Shepherd", even our Lord Jesus Christ.

There has never been so many books produced as there is today. I used to read
the Publishers' Weekly which lists the books that were being published in that
particular week and, truly, there was no end to the books being published. We
must be careful that books, Christian or otherwise, do not take our attention from
off The Book, that is, the Scriptures of Truth. A library is never complete, there is
always another book to be obtained, but let them not take our eyes from off the
Word of God.

Dr. Gill comments:

"A man may layout his money, and fill his library with books, and be very
little the better for them; what one writer affirms, another denies; what one
seems to have proved clearly, another rises up and points out his errors and
mistakes; and this occasions replies and rejoinders, so that there is no end
of these things, and scarce any profit by them; which, without so much
trouble, may be found in the writings of wise men, inspired by God, and in
which we should rest contented."

Some books can be positively harmful. When the magicians were converted,
they brought their books and burnt them as it tells us in Acts 19: 19: "Many of
them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them
before all men; and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand
pieces of silver."
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Secondly, books, especially Christian books, are important and can be most
helpful to the minister and the ordinary Christian believer
"In the first year of his reign f Daniel understood by books the number of years,
whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would
accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem" (Daniel 9:2). Dr. Gill
is of the opinion that Daniel is referring the Scriptures of Truth. He writes:

"f Daniel understood by books; the sacred Scriptures, which, though a
prophet, he was not above reading; and, though a prime minister of state,
yet found time to look into these divine oracles; which he read, studied,
thoroughly considered, and well weighed in his mind; whereby he came to
have knowledge.

Whilst Daniel is obviously referring to Jeremiah's prophecy, it does not exclude
the possibility, indeed the probability, that Daniel also referred to the Rabbinical
commentaries that would no doubt have been written during the exile. Indeed,
Daniel refers to "books" plural and not just the one book of Jeremiah.

"The cloak that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee,
and the books, but especially the parchments" (2 Timothy 4: 13).

Of Paul's request, Gill says that,

" ... The apostle was a great reader of books, of various sorts, both Gentile
and Jewish, as appears by his citations out of the Heathen poets, and his
acquaintance with Jewish records (Acts 17:28, 1 Corinthians 15:33, Titus
1:12,2 Timothy 3:13). And though he was now grown old, and near his
exit, yet was mindful and careful of his books, and desirous of having them
to read; and herein set an example to Timothy and others, and enforced the
exhortation he gave him (l Timothy 4: 13).

So books can be especially useful to the Christian to lead him into a greater
understanding of the Scriptures. It is an arrogant man who says that he has no
need of Christian books. He is a proud man expecting the Lord to teach him
directly without the use of means. The Ethiopian eunuch was reading Isaiah 53
and was asked by Philip "Understandest thou what thou readest?". His reply
was "How can I, except some man should guide me" (Acts 8:30-31). Christian
books, like Philip, are to guide us in understanding the Scriptures and are,
therefore, important.

Thirdly, books are insufficient in themselves to fully tell of the revelation of
God in Christ
"And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should
he written everyone, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the
books that should be written" (John 21 :25). There is a Jewish Rabbinical saying
which states: "If all the seas were ink, and the bulrushes pens, and the heavens
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and the earth volumes, and all the children of men Scribes, they would not be
sufficient to write the law." Likewise, says John, all the books in the world would
not be sufficient to tell of the Lord Jesus Christ, but what is more, the reading of
Christian books is insufficient to impart saving faith, for "faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10: 17). They can be good servants, but
bad masters.

Fourthly, books are ofa transient nature
What is today's best-seller in not only the secular market, but also the Christian
book market, inevitably becomes a dust trap on the shelf of the next generation of
readers. Who today reads Hugh Redwood's books (God in the Slums, etc.) from
the 1930s? Who today reads David Wilkerson's Cross and the Switchblade and
the other books that followed from his pen and his associates of the 1960s?

The Scriptures abound with references to certain books that, in the wisdom of
God have disappeared and have not been preserved.

Young has an interesting comment in his Analytical Concordance to the Bible
under the heading "Book". He writes:

"Books must have been co-eval with the commencement of writing, and the
'Preacher' complained that, in his day, of the making of books there was no
end. Among those mentioned in Scripture, but which have not been
preserved, are: The Wars of the Lord; Jasher or the Upright; Samuel on the
Kingdom; Chronicles of David; Acts of Solomon, Solomon's Natural
History; History of the Kings; Samuel the Seer; Nathan the Seer, etc."

Books do not last, they are transient in their nature. There is only one Book that
will endure which is, of course, the Bible. Men may try to destroy it, indeed they
have tried, but they will never succeed. It is perhaps an irony of history that the
very house from which Voltaire issued his soul destroying literature against the
Lord and against His Word, became, after his death, the depository of the Swiss
Bible Society and from it went forth the Scriptures of Truth. Who reads Voltaire
today? His writings have come and gone, they were transient, but the Word of
God endures for ever more.

Having considered what the Bible has to say about books, we now turn to
consider Christian books.

1. THE PURPOSE OF CHRISTIAN BOOKS

For what purpose are Christian books written? Surely there has to be a motive
behind the production of Christian books. Secular books are produced for a
variety of reasons, but there has to be a real motive in the writing and production
of Christian books.

I would like to suggest three reasons why Christian books should be written
and published.
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(a) We need guides to understand the Word of God

I have already referred to Philip's conversation with the Ethiopian eunuch. He
needed a guide to understand Isaiah 53. He directs his question to Philip, "I pray
thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? Of himself, or some other man?" (Acts
8:34). As the things of God are spiritually discerned, and as the natural man
understands not the things of God, it is needful that we have those who will, under
God, guide us unto the truth of Scripture.

This is why our congregations attend a place of worship on the Lord's Day. Not
only to join together in the public worship of Almighty God, but also to be guided
by ministers of the Gospel into the truth of God. But this occurs only on the Lord's
Day. The ministry of the Word of God is to continue throughout the week, and
what better way than to be guided by what we read? It is of little use to be guided
by the minister into the teaching of the Word of God on the Lord's Day and then
to have that truth whittled away during the week by the secular and the profane.
It is good for our congregations and people to read, not only the Bible, but to be
guided into its proper understanding by faithful books that minister to the needs
of our people. These may be books of daily readings or other devotional reading
material. Christian books are to be regarded as an extension of our ministries.

As ministers, we ourselves need to be ministered unto. We can read
commentaries, but do these minister to the soul? It is insufficient to have the plain
text of Scripture explained as some commentators do. I well remember reading
the late Charles D. Alexander of Liverpool's comments on a particular Evangelical
commentary on John's Gospel. The commentator had been discussing at length
the relevancy of the Woman of Samaria in John chapter 4 and her leaving her
water-pot (verse 28). After saying that that discussion was banal, Alexander
quoted the words of Jesus as his opinion of that commentary: "Sir, the well is deep
and thou hast nothing with which to draw." The beauty of Puritan commentaries
is that because they are the fruit of a pastoral ministry, and the pulpit, they
minister to the soul of the reader. I know one minister who, as well as reading the
Scriptures, reads a sermon by another divine each day.

So the first purpose of Christian books is to guide us into an understanding of
the Word of God.

(b) ChristUln Books are to testify of the Lord Jesus Christ
This may be an obvious observation, but as I have read books over the years I
have come to the conclusion that many authors put pen to paper to expound their
favourite hobby-horse. The latest Evangelical and Christian fad is expounded
from all points of view by many authors. Whether it be on one side of the
Evangelical spectrum as to why we should sing "Psalms exclusively" or on the
other side of the Evangelical spectrum as to why we should receiv~dJthe "Baptism
of the Spirit and speak in tongues" on the other. Opinions of all shades are
discussed, written about and published.



120 The Gospel Magazine

Books pour forth from the presses and the ordinary Christian reader is
confused. Those who are fully persuaded of their own position buy the books with
which they agree, and those to whom the writers address their polemics do not.
Each side remains fully convinced by their own arguments!

Is not this missing the point? What was it that is said of Philip as he spoke to
the Ethiopian eunuch? "Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same
scripture, and preached unto him Jesus" (Acts 8:35). Should not this be the
purpose of Christian books and Christian writing? To speak and write of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Just as our sermons should be full of Christ, so the books we read
should be full of the Lord Jesus Christ. When we both read or write Christian
literature we should be guided by the question, "Does this lead me to the Lord
Jesus Christ?" Does this testify of the Lord Jesus Christ? If not, there is something
wrong with that piece of Christian literature.

I like what C. H. Spurgeon has to say of Robert Hawker's Commentary:

"Gentlemen, if you want something full of marrow and fatness, cheering to
your own hearts by way of comment, and likely to help you in giving to
your hearers rich expositions, buy Dr. Hawker's Poor Man s Commentary.
Dr. Hawker was the very least of commentators in the matter of criticism;
he had no critical capacity, and no ability whatever as an interpreter of the
letter, but he sees Jesus, and that is a sacred gift which is most precious,
whether the owner be a critic or no. It is to be confessed that he
occasionally sees Jesus where Jesus is not legitimately to be seen. He
allows his reason to be mastered by his affections, which ... is not the
worst fault in the world. There is always such a savour of the Lord Jesus
Christ in Dr. Hawker that you cannot read him without profit."

This should be the aim of all Christian writers. To declare the person and work
of the Lord Jesus Christ, for here is the Fount of Life.

(c) Christian books are to be evangelistic and also to establish believers in the
faith of God's elect
As I said earlier, Christian books are not to entertain, they are to be an extension
of the ministry of the Gospel. Our preaching is to win souls to Christ and to build
up our people in their most holy faith. As our preaching, so our writing. We do not
stand in the pulpits of our places of worship and tell jokes or after-tea stories. We
are about serious business, so likewise, our writing is to be of the same nature. We
are to use every endeavour to win those who are outside of Christ by the Gospel,
for he that winneth souls is wise. We write short tracts, booklets and books that
set forth Christ as the only Saviour of sinners. We write other material that sets
forth the Gospel of Christ in all its fulness that we may reach the lost with the
good news of salvation. We seek to build up our people in the doctrine of Christ.
Paul's exhortation to Timothy was that he should "give attendance to reading, to
exhortation, to doctrine" (1 Timothy 4: 13). If that exhortation was to such a
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warrior as Timothy, who had known the Holy Scriptures which were able to make
him wise unto salvation from being a child upwards, how much more should this
apply not only to ministers but also to professed Christian people?

e To BE CONTINUED e

---e---

• UNITY IN THE SPIRIT •

WALLACE A. BELL (Williamsburg, USA)

UNITY in the spirit is a very important concept. It refers to the unity which is
produced between people through the indwelling Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit
proceeds from the Father and the Son (John 15:26), and enters those who are
ordained to eternal life (John 10:26-28). He has been doing this throughout
history on the basis of Christ's finished work (John 10: 16).

The Holy Spirit is, above all, the Spirit of Truth (John 14: 17). This Truth is
God's Word written, and found in what we call the Scriptures. The Holy Spirit
uses these in giving new birth (1 Peter 1:23).

The Truth which the Spirit of Truth gives is as follows: God is Sovereign, or
Master over all (Daniel 4:17, Revelation 19:6); man, through sin, is separated
from Him and is, therefore, in a state of spiritual death (Ephesians 4: 18,2: 1); man,
in this state cannot know God, nor volunteer, through an act of his own free will,
to come to God (1 Corinthians 2:14; Romans 6:20); God has ordained many to
eternal life (Acts 13:48); Jesus Christ came and has accomplished salvation for
these who have been thus ordained (Hebrews 9: 12; Acts 20:28) This salvation
which has been planned and purchased for them, has been, and will be, effectually
applied to them one by one until the whole of Christ's Body, the church, is
complete (John 6:37,39); each will repent and believe (Acts 16:14-15); there will
not be one of these persons in hell (1 Peter 1:4-5: Jude verses 24 and 25). These
facts are Truth.

Only when this Truth is the basis of fellowship between two or more persons
does true unity in the spirit take place (Acts 2:42). All other unity is a mere,
emotional farce. It is the type of unity which liberal, humanistic ecumenism
advocates and encourages. It is wood, hay, and stubble which will be burnt up in
God's judgment.

Beware, lest you be sucked in through Satanic deception. Try the spirits on the
basis of Truth as it is written in the Scriptures (l John 4:1). Don't be content with
unity that is based on anything less, for such unity is contrary to the Spirit of Truth
and is, therefore, under God's wrath.

The writer recommends that the reader read 2 John and 3 John verse 4 and 2
Corinthians 6:14-18.
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• EDWARD HENRY BICKERSTETH •
1825-1906

THE EDITOR

[Several have asked ifan article on Bishop Bickersteth could be included in the
pages of the Gospel Magazine]

Home
He was born into an intellectual and capable family, his grandfather being a
doctor, his uncles being respectively, a Dean of Lichfield, a senior Cambridge
Wrangler who became Master of the Rolls, a Bishop of Ripon and a surgeon. His
father was a London solicitor with a zeal for the Lord, who was ordained, and
appointed assistant secretary of the Church Missionary Society. Into that home in
Islington, Edward was born. When he was five, they moved into Watton Rectory.
It was far from the leisurely life popularly supposed to have graced Victorian
rectories. One of his sisters later described life there. Tumbling out of bed to his
alarm at 5.30, he and his sisters were being tutored by 6.30, and by eight o'clock
each separately had prayer with their father, who heard them recite the books of
the Bible they were learning. Edward himself later showed that he knew the last
28 chapters of Isaiah by heart. Breakfast and household prayers followed, and by
nine all were at their studies.

A godly upbringing

Any worldly or time-wasting amusements, such as much chess playing, were
discouraged. Their father always exhorted them to follow the Lord fully. The
loving home they later recalled, was full of happiness and fun. Edward loved
animals and simple sports, like running, skating, boating on a little lake, and
especially riding. Later, he grew very fond of cricket. His mother's deafness and
sister's illnesses were another part of his growing years, as were the many and
varied missionary visitors entertained.

The crisis

His parents believed heartily in the covenant, but they looked for signs of a life
yielded to the Saviour's love. When Edward was about 13, his father wrote, "Oh,
my child, I long to see you heartily and wholly decided to serve God, the only
happy life for you, and I know that He will help you, if you really ask Him."

Sixty years later, the then Bishop Bickersteth described to his chaplains the
supreme crisis of his life. He was 14 at the time, and his struggles came to a
climax as he was reading Krummacher's Elijah the Prophet. There and then he
surrendered his life to the Saviour, telling his father the happy news that evening.
Very soon, God called him to the ministry.
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The Cambridge poet

When he was 18, he went to Cambridge, and there immersed himself in the
classics and literature. On a Sunday evening he was one of hundreds of
undergraduates found attending the sermons of professors Maitland and Caruso
He did plenty of other things, being rescued from drowning in the Cam, and
winning the prestigious poetry award three years running. He was one of those
opposed to Pusey, Newman, and the Anglo-Catholic movement. He led a hard
working and irreproachable life as a student, and emerged as a lover of the
classics, and a poet. He was one of the students who spread their gowns for Queen
Victoria to walk over as she entered their college. He had a Doctorate in Divinity.

Banningham

He was ordained to the sole charge of the curacy of Banningham in Norfolk. That
same year he married his cousin, Rosa. He set about his work methodically and
with a will, keeping records and visiting every home every month. He preached
to warn the unrepentant, encourage seekers after Christ, and exhort Christians to
cleave to the Lord, to separate from the world, and live in a self denying,
prayerful, and united way. It is noteworthy that he did not conform strictly to the
Prayer Book at this time. He appears to have done so later.

Hinton Martell

Weak health forced him to leave his curacy. He was soon appointed to
Hinton Martell by the (later) Earl of Shaftsbury. Those four years were marked
by diligence. He soon opened a prayer meeting, an adult night school, and a
reading room. He did all in his power to further the cause of the Gospel through
missions. He loved his children who remembered how he told them Bible stories
on Sunday evenings. Here he buried his invalid sister. He was a deeply spiritual
man, and a letter of the time says, "I am often quite astonished at the influence
which he has gained in the neighbourhood. The affection of the people is a great
joy and strength."

Christ Church, Hampstead

Here he worked for the next thirty years, until he was sixty. Ever diligent, he
taught his young son a verse a day until he had memorised the whole book of
Proverbs. He read poetry to the children in the evenings, and they grew to know
and love the major poets. He discussed the daily news with them, and they
attended his children's and later adult Bible Classes. They had to give carefully
prepared answers, and he corrected these each week. Death visited that home all
too often. He wrote, "How shall I tell you of our deep sorrow! The Lord has taken
from us our sweet blossom Eva Mabel. He called back to His home of light the
precious sunbeam which had gladdened our pilgrim home for eight short months.
. . . The Lord had need of her above, and we had need of the heart-deep teaching
which nothing but this would give. Pray for us that we may listen to every accent
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of the still small voice." He lost his mother, his nineteen-year-old daughter and his
wife, leaving him with a large young family. He married again, once more to a
cousin, Ellen Susannah.

He worked hard, introducing many missionary societies, starting a Bible
Conference, and using the legacy from his mother to build a room to house it in.
His visits were prized by rich and poor alike. He inherited a divided congregation.
The cause was a stained glass window.. He reconciled the parties. Indeed he was
good at bringing people together and inspiring them to work for the Lord. Soon
he had so many parish visitors that they were volunteering to help other parishes
by visiting neighbouring areas like Gospel Oak. Many helpers taught in the
Sunday Schools. His influence was that of a godly, cheery, wise man, whose calm
walk with God gave him power. He was charming.

A wider ministry

He spoke widely for the Lord. He was called to take parish missions, address
devotional gatherings, conduct clergy Quiet Days, present papers to Church
Congresses, serve on committees of missionary societies, and advise his bishop.
Quiet Days were an innovation not liked by evangelicals, but he used them as a
way of influencing the non-evangelical clergy for the Lord. He was appointed
Rural Dean, and addressed the clergy on "The pastor in his study and amongst his
flock". He was one of the small committee that organised the 1884-5 Mission to
London, and the sound sense and ability he showed, made the Bishop of London
put his name before the Prime Minister as fitted to be a bishop. Dean Church
wrote a book criticising the revival, and so this mission.

His travels
He travelled a good deal, both at home and to Ireland where in 1862 he saw the
Irish Revival. He also went to Norway, Switzerland, and India, where his son
was a missionary. Later he travelled to Tokyo, where his son had become the
missionary bishop, and to Jerusalem.

Bishop ofExeter

He was appointed Dean of Gloucester in 1885, when sixty, but the Prime Minister,
Gladstone, interrupted this by offering him Exeter, which he accepted. His last
fifteen years were spent there. His opening address was on "Not by might, nor by
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts".

He went at it with a will, but calmly. He certainly worked. He conducted about
one hundred and twenty confirmations a year, totalling well over seventy
thousand candidates during those years. He did much to help men who felt the call
to ordination, interviewing, addressing and preparing them. His presence radiated
calm and holiness, and many testified to his influence over them. He had many
university men among the three hundred and six deacons ordained during his time
at Exeter. He visited some 450 of the 510 parishes, often staying overnight. He
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gathered clergy for devotions and to confer. He was consulted on appointments by
the Prime Minister, Lord Salisbury.

Hospitality was freely given in the palace. He invited Nonconformist ministers
and ministers from overseas to meet his clergy and was open-handed in his
entertaining. He said on one occasion: "My brothers in Christ Jesus, most
sincerely do I thank you for your presence today, and most heartily do I welcome
you in our dear Master's Name." So his fifteen years passed at Exeter.

Closing years
A stroke in 1897, from which he never really recovered, made him retire late in
1900 from active work. Typically, he would only accept a part of his retirement
income. Far and wide the news of his retirement was greeted with a sense of loss.
Many spoke of his courtesy, gentleness and saintliness of character. The mayor
and Corporation of Exeter, in giving him the freedom of the city, spoke of "the
impression of the mighty power of love and holiness". In London, where he
retired, his spirit was called home in 1906. Many tributes were paid to his grace,
gentleness, and holiness. But also to his discerning judgment, and the way his
whole life pointed heavenward.

As a writer
He wrote a number of books and poems, but is probably best remembered as the
author of "Peace, perfect peace" and of the Hymnal Companion to the Book of
Common Prayer. That book remained in general evangelical Anglican use up to,
and in some cases even beyond, the Second World War. He wrote a good deal else,
including three books of short poems, and another which was a long poem in
twelve parts. He wrote two to present Christ to Unitarians, and another from his
heart when his nineteen-year-old daughter was called home. His main work was
a Practical and Expository Commentary on the New Testament.

His times
The modem idea of de-bunking biographies is abhorrent to the writer. Let the
Lytton Strachies of this world do that. However, any true biography must look at
some other features of Bishop Bickersteth's life. He is a sort of saint to
evangelicals today, revered as one of the last of the faithful old bishops. Let us set
about it by seeing how he himself thought on the great issues of his day. What
were those great issues? He was born into a thoroughly Protestant Church of
England, resting all on Scripture. He died in a Church that was greatly changed.
The twin forces of that change came in and established themselves during his time
in the ministry. They were the Romewardising Anglo-Catholic Movement from
about 1834, and the inroads of German Biblical Criticism from about 1843. It
denied the Bible is inspired, and treated it like any other book.

The interest of his life for us, who live in a day when these two forces have
eaten the heart out of the Church of England, and that includes evangelicalism by
and large, is to see how he thought and acted over these great matters.
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The doctrines ofgrace
Bishop Bickersteth wrote to his son in India in 1881: "You know I shrink as much
as you do from high Calvinism. It seems opposed to the heart of the God and
Father of us all. And yet I think we must not forget, how some of the grandest men
have been bred in schools that laid more stress of the sovereignty than on the
creative love of God; men from St. Augustine down to the Puritans, and lower
down to our own time, conquering self and the world. They have grasped one
truth, 'Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did He in heaven and earth'. And any
real truth is so precious and strong that, though weighted with many, however
untrue inferences, it may accomplish a mighty work for God. The Puritan stock
of New England have been America's might."

Peace in the Church
He speaks in another letter to "Clerical Friends in Council", a body of leading
clergy of different schools of thought who had agreed to meet and discuss with
prayer the subjects they were accustomed to regard from different points of view.
The aim was to promote brotherly kindness and soften prejudice. The Bishop of
St. Andrew's wrote: "How tenderly he healed all disputes and joined in every
effort, like our Clerical Friends in Council, which was intended to bring peace to
the Church. I remember so many instances in which this Christ-like spirit was
manifested." Quite a few of these later became bishops.

However, when the Prime Minister, Gladstone, the Anglo-Catholic Lord
Halifax, and a Papal Encyclical urged reconsideration of the question, "Why are
the disciples of Christ so separated from one another?", the good bishop urged
more hearty prayer - especially for "God to inspire continually the Universal
Church with the spirit of truth, unity and concord. But we cannot forget that truth
comes before unity, and unity before concord. We are trustees of the faith once for
all delivered to the saints: we cannot surrender it without a breach of trust."

His Protestantism

Although a convinced Evangelical throughout his career, his sympathies went out
to earnest and devoted men of other views. Himself a staunch Protestant, he
maintained missions should be sent to Roman Catholics in Ireland and elsewhere.

His attitude to Anglo-Catholicism

His personal influence with the clergy was noteworthy, particularly those who, in
his judgment, had carried their ritual beyond the limits laid down in the Prayer
Book. He honoured saintly and devoted clergy of every school, but he felt that he
must be faithful to his episcopal vows, and called upon men, however earnest they
might be, to conform to the formal regulations of the Church of England and to
the spirit in which those regulations had been drawn up. He promoted the peace
of the Church in his own jurisdiction. He wrote to one: "My own judgment
coincides with the Archbishop's decision on the Reservation of the Sacrament."
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He, however, said: "It may be that in course of time the laws of the Church of
England will be altered, and permit reservation, with strict safeguard to prevent
abuse; but that at present I felt obedience to the Archbishop's rulings was
essential." He wrote in 1894 of a recent Congress of clergy: "Of course, in so
large and free an outpouring of so many minds and hearts, there were things said,
which, to use Coleridge's words, 'did not find me'. But there was no bitterness,
except there was a groan or two in 'Father Ignatius' reply to Professor Driver
which I did not hear. Still I am sure it was wiser to let him speak." He sent a
volume of his own poetry to John Henry Newman in 1874, and received a reply
from the Oratory in Birmingham: "I can but bow before the great mystery, that
those are divided here and look for means of grace and glory in such different
directions, who have so much in common in faith and hope." He quotes Keeble
approvingly in another place, and writes to Newman asking permission to include
a hymn of his in The Hymnal Companion.

The overall impression is that whilst he remained staunchly personally faithful,
he did little to stop the inroads of Anglo-Catholicism. The reason seems to be that
he saw it as a different point of view, rather than a different Gospel. He seems to
have opposed on the grounds of differing from the Church of England rather than
a denial of plain Bible doctrines. One of his family wrote of his time in Exeter:
"His deep love of the Church and her progress left him untrammelled, as outsiders
have noted, by party considerations."

In marking his fifteenth year as Bishop of Exeter in 1898 a presentation was
made, at which the speaker was Sir John Kennaway, M.P. He said: "We expect the
Bishop to take part in all the varied forms of modem Church life ... we expect
him to restrain, to stimulate, to encourage, and to counsel. Nor are these all. We
are passing through, it may be critical and perilous times, and duties and
responsibilities rest upon our Bishops in regard to them. We do not desire in these
times to invoke the assistance of law or Parliament. We look to you." That would
seem to be a reference to the growing lawlessness amongst the clergy.

In his favour it must be said he followed Bishop Temple at Exeter, who had
followed Bishop Philpotts, who believed in baptismal regeneration and was
Anglo-Catholic in his views. After two such men appointing the clergy in the
diocese, it would have been almost impossible to re-establish clergy discipline.
However, Bishop Bickersteth thought very differently to Bishop J. C. Ryle of
Liverpool in this matter.

The Bible

He wrote to his son in India in May 1881 of the Revised Version: "You will be
devouring the new Revision as we are. It seems to me invaluable as a
commentary, and as an expression of the ripest judgment of modem scholars as to
readings and translations: but the English is in many parts so bald and rough that
it would never do to substitute it for our present revision without the most
extensive recension."



128 The Gospel Magazine

Of Biblical Criticism he wrote: "The faith of our fathers is our faith, and God
helping us, we will hand it down to our children, though it be tried with fire,
without the loss of a single grain of gold. England's Church has never feared
Biblical Criticism when serious and reverent, and hence we stand on a far higher
level that those who, unconvinced, are compelled to submit, if not subscribe, to
the recent encyclical letter from the Vatican.... Of inferences drawn from
insufficient premises the name is legion; speculations and guesses there are
without number; plausible but unproven theories fall round us as thick as the
leaves of Vallombrosa. But of these, further research has exposed many; the
recent discoveries of travellers have refuted others; and the arguments and
surmises of agnostics consume one another in rapid succession. They breed with
marvellous fecundity, but like Saturn, they devour their own children and the
bleached bones only remain."

His conclusion is: "The reaction against hasty inference from uncertain
discoveries, has already set in, and I doubt not will gradually become a solid
re-formation of thought; for we are learning in biblical criticism, as in many other
things, to refuse the evil and choose the good.... 'The word of our God shall
stand for ever'."

Is reform of the Church of England impossible from within?
That is the question his life poses. The reaction to Biblical Criticism he speaks of
has not yet happened. Over-hopefulness has been and still is a great weakness of
many evangelicals within the Church of England. It is one thing to hope and pray
for God to act; quite another to refuse to face facts. God speaks by events,
interpreted by the Word. His successor at Exeter was H. E. Ryle, son of Bishop
J. C. Ryle. The son was a leading Higher Critic whose theories still do harm.

Is it possible to reform a Church from within? Bishop Bickersteth was one of
the last diocesans who ever had a realistic opportunity of doing so. His day was
far more favourable than today. But he found it impossible to stop either lawless
Anglo-Catholicism, or Liberalism. He fulfilled the Lord's words, "Ye are the salt
of the earth", as he slowed down the rot, like salt does when rubbed into a carcass.
But he could not stop it. Can it be stopped from within any Church, once it has
taken a real hold? The ordination of thousands of women, which has breached
Scripture as sole source of Anglican doctrine? The rot of homosexuality?

Summary
His memory is revered. He was a hearty lover of Sabbath observance, of
hospitality, of good men, of the Temperance Movement, of missions overseas and
at home, speaking at both the first and second Jubilees of CMS. He was one who
desired the spread of universal education, and who loved his family, if rather strict
with them, passing on the faith. His home was said by many to have been a
model and a blessing. He was a faithful pastor and a holy living man of God. He
loved peace with all men, warmly accepted non-conformist clergy, and worked
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tirelessly until forced by poor health to desist. He wrote much, being best
remembered for his hymnal and two hymns. One was the Communion hymn -

"Till He come, Oh let the words
Linger on the trembling chords;
Let the little while between
In their golden light be seen;
Let us think how heaven and home
Lie beyond that 'Till He come'."

The other is the one by which he is best remembered -

"Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin?
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within.

Peace, perfect peace, by thronging duties pressed?
To do the will of Jesus, this is rest.

Peace, perfect peace, with sorrows surging round?
On Jesus' bosom nought but calm is found.

Peace, perfect peace, with loved ones far away?
In Jesus' keeping we are safe and they.

Peace, perfect peace, our future all unknown?
Jesus we know, and He is on the throne.

Peace, perfect peace, death shadowing us and ours?
Jesus has vanquished death and all its powers.

It is enough; earth's struggles soon shall cease.
And Jesus call us to heaven's perfect peace."

---e---

• STUDIES IN NUMBERS

PETER KING (Hailsham)

Chapters 28, 29 and 30 
WORSHIP THE LORD - HIS WAY!

18 •

IF you have read these chapters you may be saying, "Not another list of duties".
Stand back and look at the rules and a different picture will emerge. The subject
is worship and not just any way but God's way. Too many in our generation think
they can worship God in the most bizarre ways and others stick to legalism and
form. There are three essentials in worship, and this chapter and the next help us
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to distinguish true worship from sentimental observance. Worship comes from
worth-ship - someone worthy of honour!

Reverence. Before we worship someone we must give due reverence. We
cannot worship any way we please, for it is not a matter of pleasing ourselves with
a particular hyrnnbook or certain clothes to wear. Worship has nothing to do with
a building, time of day or form of service. Jacob worshipped "leaning upon the
top of his staff'. True worship is God-centred and verse I leads us straight to that
"The Lord spake unto Moses". We are commanded to worship and we should
want to. Verse 2 adds to this "offer unto me" and by God's instructions; i.e.
assembled together (Hebrews 11 :6); at all times (Isaiah 55:6) and secretly
(Matthew 6:5). See the number of times "the Lord" occurs - for over and over
again the daily offering (1-8); the weekly offering (9-10); the monthly offering
(11-15); the Passover; the first fruits - all the worship is to God and for God.
Worship is not an event but devotion and if we enjoy our worship it is because we
please God, not because we get satisfaction from our duty.

Requires sacrifice. Various offerings brought to the priests as prescribed by the
Lord, made up the different sacrifices, but one thing is common, they were all
sacrificed. The people didn't come with an offering and then take it home again!
This endless routine of sacrifice that went on day after day, is to us a tedious round
of formality and none of the sacrifices could forgive sin (Hebrews 10: 1). Yet here
is a picture for us to follow as kings and priests to God (Revelation 1:6) to bring
our sacrifice daily. Our sacrifice is our Lord Jesus Christ, the Mediator who gave
himself (1 Timothy 2:5); the beloved Son in whom the Father is well pleased
(Luke 3:22); the Man Christ Jesus the only Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5) and the
exalted One whose Name is above all names (Philippians 2:9). Sacrifice requires
denial, for the Israelites were to bring the best of the flock or herd, the one without
blemish, and we are to serve the Lord with all our heart; and self-denial is hard
work. To worship the Lord in the beauty of His holiness is not special meetings
and anniversaries, however good they may be, but in our heart, often when no one
else is about! A list of items for offering is given in 1 Chronicles 16:8-16. Give
thanks - Call on His Name - Make known His deeds - Sing Psalms - Talk about
Him - Glory in His Name - Rejoice in Him - Seek Him - Remember Him. We
will look at these later under our third heading.

WHOLE LIFE WORSHIP

It may appear strange that a whole chapter on vows appears just now, but
Christians should devote their whole life to the Lord's service in whole life
worship. The vows of this chapter teach us personal commitment, and caution
in making rash promises. We must take everything back to the Bible for our
Christian life to be a living sacrifice.

Personal preparation. How easy to rush into God's presence instead of quietly
preparing the mind for worship. In public assembly we are wise to pray or read
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rather than look around or engage in unprofitable conversation before worship.
Pray for each other and the preacher and most importantly yourself that you will
receive the Word and give your own thanksgiving. Chapter 30, verse 2 hints at
forethought: "He shall not break his word."

Personal Management. Each morning and evening they killed the lamb. A
regular routine giving a pattern of daily devotion. Get into the habit of reading and
praying or you will soon find an excuse not to. Try to start your day in secret or
family worship.

Personal service. 1 Chronicles 16:8-16 is a guide to daily service. Give thanks
every day for mercy, salvation and each other. Call on the Lord's Name in prayer
and supplication glorifying Him. Sing from your heart in the Spirit declaring His
Name among the people. Speak to one another the oracles of God, but all speak
the same thing, being joined in mind. Rejoice when another is exalted (that is
difficult) and remember those who suffer for Christ's sake as being among them.
If we can do a little of this, our life will take a fresh turn towards the Lord!

Personal and Church discipline. In chapter 6 we learned of the Nazarite. A
repetition of those vows will not be out of place here: (a) lead sanctified lives, set
apart from the world - Paul advises us in Romans 16: 17 to avoid those who seek
division contrary to sound doctrine; (b) do not conform to this world but as
obedient children be holy as He that has called you is holy (1 Peter 1: 13); (c) Keep
yourself clean, meditating on wholesome matters which are true, noble, just, pure,
lovely and good report (Phi1ippians.4:7); (d) eat wholesome food, being filled
with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and understanding (Colossians 1:9).

---e---

• PHILIP THE EVANGELIST •

M. HANDFORD (former Editor)

IT is important not to confuse Philip the Apostle, who is not mentioned after Acts
chapter 1, with Philip the Evangelist.

The man
Philip the Evangelist was a remarkable personality and one whom God greatly
used in the extension of the Gospel. Apart from the Apostle Paul, none seems to
have moved about so widely in the work of Evangelism. He is first mentioned as
one of the seven deacons who were appointed to deal with the administrative
affairs of the Church. God, however, had a larger purpose for two of the deacons.
Stephen and Philip, and they were entrusted with important responsibility.
Regarding Philip's personal character he was full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom
and of honest report (Acts 6: 3, 5). These are still the indispensable qualifications
for all who are to be entrusted with Christian work. All too often men have been
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appointed to tasks because of their administrative ability rather than their spiritual
equipment, and with disastrous results.

His work

The fierce persecution following the death of Stephen resulted in the widespread
scattering of the Jerusalem Christians. Severe repressive measures were put into
operation against them. As a result, Philip found himself doing pioneer work in
Samaria accompanied by the evident blessing of God. The people flocked to his
ministry and "gave heed" to the message he proclaimed. The whole city was
stirred, many turned to Christ and great joy was felt in the city.

In the midst of this successful work he was called to leave it and travel some
distance to a desert place in order to minister to one individual. Here is an
outstanding example of unquestioning obedience. He was willing to leave the
teeming city for the lonely desert at the call of God. Philip was the first to preach
the Gospel to people other than Jews when he ministered to the Ethiopian official
in the desert. As one writer has put it: "He had the noble distinction of being the
very first to put a foothold across the boundary of Judaism and show a light to
men that were in the darkness beyond."

His message
Philip was not a theologian in the sense that Peter and Paul were, nevertheless his
message was not without theological content. He preached "the Word" (Acts 8:4)
- his message was essentially biblical. He knew the Scriptures and could apply
them. The Ethiopian had been reading from Isaiah's great prophecy; Philip took
up that same Scripture and preached unto him Jesus (8:35). Further, it was a
Christ-centred message that he delivered. When preaching to the Samaritans,
Christ was his theme. Later, when ministering to the solitary hearer, "he preached
unto him Jesus". He proclaimed that Scripture had been fulfj]]ed and that God had
visited and redeemed His people. This is the message we need to hear from our
pulpits today; we need men who will preach with power and conviction the whole
counsel of God.

His humility

He could leave a flourishing work at the call of God, not desiring to take the glory
to himself. Again, after ministering to the Ethiopian "he went on his way
rejoicing". He was content to do his work as to the Lord and move on to his next
appointment.

The last mention we have of Philip is in Acts 21. The years have gone by and
Philip, perhaps, by this time was an old man. He is stj]] known as Philip the
Evangelist (verse 8). The big meetings are over, he has faded from prominence
but not from obedience. He was content to fill a little space so long as God
be honoured.
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In these days when publicity is so much sought after, we shall do well to note
the example of Philip. who began so brilliantly and then worked in obscurity but
never deviated from his high calling.

---e---

• NOT MANY DID MUCH •

A little of the life, work and witness of Selina, Countess ofHuntingdon

PETER MURCOTT (Isle of Man)

ON Saturday,lst September 2007, at 2 p.m., a service will be held (DV) at St.
Helen's Church, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leicestershire, to commemorate the life and
work of Selina, Countess of Huntingdon, a notable exception to 1 Corinthians
1:26: " ... not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble,
are called."

She was undoubtedly a most remarkable woman. It is estimated (by 18th
century values, and not our own) that she devoted some £100,000 of her wealth
to various evangelistic causes. An unknown number of people were saved because
she enabled numerous preachers to proclaim the Christian Gospel. Chapels were
either built or bought for them to do so. And yet, this lady, noble in every sense
of the word, is now virtually unknown.

She was born on 24th August 1707, when the rich were in their castles, and the
poor had to do the best they could elsewhere. It was an age of indifference to
Christ, so much so that even Charles de Montesquieu, a French scientist and man
of the world, after visiting London in 1730 to study the British constitution, said:
"If anyone mentions religion, people begin to laugh. In France, I pass for having
too little religion; in England for having too much."

Lady Selina Shirley, as she was first known, belonged to a family that traced its
origins back at least to Edward the Confessor. In 1711, her grandfather was
created Viscount Tamworth and Earl Ferrers, a title which her father inherited in
1717. Her family's estates were largely in Northamptonshire; though she spent
much of her childhood at a family home at Staunton Harold in Leicestershire.

Her childhood bears comparison to that of both John Wesley and Hugh Bourne, a
founder of Primitive Methodism. She had a serious and early concern about religion;
and on learning to read, she studied the Bible. Being of great ability, she soon
became very knowledgeable about the Word, but lacked knowledge of the way of
salvation. Her education has been described as erratic, which affected her writing,
spelling and punctuation; yet her mind more than compensated for any grammatical
deficiency. Moreover, although she received no formal theological training, she had
an excellent grasp of the Christian faith, as was so plainly demonstrated when she
discussed her conversion in 1739 with the Bishop of Gloucester.
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Those were the days when the wealthy and well-connected were expected to
marry for position and property rather than love. On 3rd June 1728, she complied
with the convention only in so far as she married Theophilus, the wealthy Earl of
Huntingdon. But the marriage was genuinely founded upon love; though it was
relatively brief, since Theophilus died in 1746.

It was then that her life's work for the Lord began in earnest. Having been
converted sometime before July 1739, she had already established close ties with
the Wes1eys, being closer to Charles than to John. The latter was uneasy at the
social conventions of the gentry. In later years, he described some of Selina's
actions as autocratic and dictatorial - characteristics that some said he shared.

Gradually her theological position changed. This was due partly to her
problems with Wesley's doctrine of perfection, and partly to the influence of a
Welsh evangelist, Howell Harris. By the turn of the 1750s, she was undoubtedly
closer to the Calvinism of George Whitfield than to Wesley's Arminianism;
though she always tried to maintain unity amongst the brethren.

One can but give a general overview here of her life. Her primary aim was to
reform the Anglican Church from within. It was only with the utmost reluctance
that in 1782 she was compelled to register her chapels as dissenting places of
worship. We might briefly consider her work under the following headings:

• to secure the ordination of men who were sound in the faith;
• to provide preaching places for those who were denied a pulpit;
• to provide training for those who were denied places at Oxford and

Cambridge because of their evangelistic views.

In clarification of the first objective, in those days anyone who showed
Methodist sympathies found difficulty in obtaining ordination. Take Martin
Madan, a wealthy lawyer. He had attended one of John Wesley's meetings,
intending later to take him off to his friends. Wesley's text was "Prepare to meet
thy God". The outcome was, as Madan later admitted, Wesley's preaching had
taken him off, and he had been saved. In due course he told the Countess that he
wished to be ordained, but that his Methodist connections were an obstacle. Her
response was to rally support for him along with her influential friends, which led
to him entering the Anglican ministry at Lombard Street, London. This became
the standard procedure for others.

The second problem concerned those people to whom Anglican pulpits were
simply closed. She tackled it in a very singular way. As a peeress of the realm, she
had the right to appoint two chaplains to minister to her household wherever she
happened to be. She used this device first to invite preachers as "chaplains" to
conduct services for her titled friends, especially in London. Later, the privilege
was stretched into a fiction whereby she would acquire a house in the vicinity of
an existing or a specially built chapel, open to anyone.

The first such instance was at North Street, Brighton, where a chapel was
opened in 1761. It was eventually enlarged to accommodate 1,500 people, lasting
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until 1969. Others chapels followed, both in the vicinity and later further afield in
Bath. In 1765, Lord Chesterfield offered her his house and chapel at Bretby Hall
in Derbyshire, taking her influence to an entirely new area.

By the 1770s this activity seemed to know no bounds, with chapels opening for
her "chaplains" in places such as Birmingham, Worcester, Westminster, Swansea,
Hereford and Hull. In addition, she responded generously to requests for assistance
from numerous preaching places that did not become her personal property.

The fiction eventually foundered in 1780 at Spa Fields, London, where she had
acquired a massive building. But before we consider it, mention should be made
of the third aspect of her work: the foundation of a Ministers' Training College at
Trevecca, near Talgarth, in Wales. This opened in 1768, when it is said that the
hymn "Guide me, 0 Thou great Jehovah" was first sung in English. The Countess
played a decisive role in the College's work, both with regard to student
admissions, their welfare and the places where they preached. Few were
successful in obtaining Anglican ordination. Some initially became open air
preachers, and later chapels were acquired for them - not necessarily always by
way of the "chaplains" fiction.

The watershed came through a case against her in 1779, brought by William
Sellon, Vicar of Clerkenwell in London, in whose parish Selina had opened an
enormous chapel at Spa Fields. Following her usual practice, the chapel was
ministered by two of her Anglican "chaplains", Thomas Hawels and Craddock
Glascott. It was against them that William Sellon took legal proceedings on the
12th June 1779, at the Bishop of London's Consistory Court. The charge was that
they had neither his permission nor a bishop's licence to preach. Selina's defence
that they were her "chaplains" was rejected on the grounds that the privilege
extended only to her immediate family and guests, and not to the vast numbers
attending Spa Fields.

The precedent meant that disgruntled clergymen up and down the country
could take similar action wherever such chapels existed. It also presented her
"chaplains" with a stark choice: either to conform to the ruling, or to continue as
her preachers, which inevitably meant becoming dissenting ministers. The
majority deserted her. But that was not the end of her work; for chapels continued
to be opened during the 1780s, though as dissenting places of worship, and not of
the Established Church.

They survive as a small group of 23 churches, known as the Countess of
Huntingdon's Connexion, with a total membership of less than 1,000, mainly in
the southern part of England. They are moving closer towards the Wesleyan
Reform Union, with whom there will be a joint conference in July 2007, in
Hertfordshire. But to evaluate her life's work and witness simply in terms of the
numerical strength of the Connexion today would be mistaken and misleading.
Although she was compelled to separate from the Anglican Church, which
she had sought to revitalise, there is a view that she laid the foundations for
the evangelical awakening in the Anglican Church in the 19th century. Unlike the
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Primitive Methodists, whose work began as a separate connexion in 1811, hers
ended as such within nine years of her death. Only in the world to come will the
full extent of her work be revealed; but of this we can be certain: she was one of
not many who did much.

---e---

• THE MYSTERY OF THE
SEVEN CHURCHES •

Part 11

c. D. ALEXANDER (late of Liverpool)

WE have to learn to distinguish between the Church Visible and the Church
Invisible. The former is the Church in her mixed state, as man sees her; the
Church Invisible is that spiritual core which only God can see, just as in the days
of the Israelitish kingdom the nation as a whole was the visible kingdom of God
but they were not all Israel which were of Israel, as Paul declares. Never more
than a minority of the nation were true believers. These "who looked for
redemption in Israel" (Luke 2:38) were the true spiritual life of the nation. In the
vivid description of Isaiah, it was as in the case of the oak which casts its leaves
in winter; though dead to outward appearance it has within itself the life principle
awaiting only the season of renewal to clothe the withered stem with verdure: "As
an oak whose substance is in them when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed
shall be the substance thereof" (Isaiah 6: 13).

We may not despair, therefore, of finding individual life even in the midst of an
apostate church, whether it be Rome or Greek Orthodoxy, or the true piety still
existing in many a Protestant church which has lost its faith and its message.

Even where there are churches and congregations of whatever name which
adhere to the evangelical testimony, and which insist on saving faith as the ground
of membership, experience proves only too well that all is not Israel which
professes so to be. The final test is described by Paul: "The Lord knoweth them
that are His, and let everyone that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity"
(2 Timothy 2:19).

We must anticipate, therefore, that this principle works in those Seven Churches
to which the Book of Revelation is addressed. There were churches almost
overwhelmed by error; some like Sardis, which had only a name to live but in fact
were dead (spiritually). Nevertheless, "Thou hast a few names even in Sardis
which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white for
they are worthy" (Revelation 3: 1-4).

The Lord claims the overlordship of each of the Seven Churches, no matter
what their internal state. He knoweth those who are His in every church, and
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encourages them to continue in the faith. Each message of the Seven concludes
with the exhortation "to him that overcometh". Error, persecution, apostasy 
all are permitted by the great Head of the Church, for only by adversity can
faith be proved and refined and only by perseverance, repentance, rebuke,
warning, encouragement, can the true Church (that is, all the regenerate who
have the spiritual token, their Father's name in their foreheads) be discerned.
We are in this world to overcome the world and to overcome in the warfare
against sin in our members, that we might be approved at the last. Not that
our salvation is other than an act of divine grace, but the proof that grace is
working with us and in us, is that we persevere to the end and overcome at
the last.

Therefore we see these Seven Churches as representative not only of actual
conditions existing at the time John addressed to them these messages, but of
conditions which may be expected to reveal themselves in the individual believer
to the end of time. They are contemporary conditions as well as historic. We
believe they are more. We believe that seven successive phases of the Church's
history in her march through time are discerned, and though this has often been
discounted, and as oft put forward without wisdom and discernment, we believe
it has an important place in our interpretation.

We see as phases of universal Church History, the following scheme:

PLAN OF CHURCH HISTORY

First phase, Patmos to the Fall ofRome (AD 100-400, approx.)

EPHESUS - The sub-apostolic church. Still sound in faith but the
mystery of iniquity already begun to challenge the
evangelical faith. Nicolaitanism knocking at the door.

SMYRNA - The persecuted church. The true flame still burning despite
the ten persecutions under the Caesars (corresponding to
the Ten Days tribulation of Revelation 2: 10).

Second phase: Rise of the Papacy to the Reformation (400-1500)

PERGAMOS, - Rise of the papacy and the development of the Dark Ages,
THYATIRA, Nicolaitanism and Balaamism (the subversion of the
SARDIS Gospel by the new heathenism) leading to the ultimate

goal of Jezebelism, which is the full development of the
apostasy headed up in Papal Rome. The priests of Baal
now openly established by the Jezebel authority.

Third phase: The Reformation Church (1500-1900)

PHILADELPHIA - The evangelical testimony re-established and planting its
banners in the uttermost parts of the earth.
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Fourth phase: The decline offaith (1900 to the final conflict)

LAODICEA - The rise of rationalism in the Church. The new atheism
enthroning itself on the ruins of the Protestant Reformation,
leading to the divine judgment on the institutionalised
Church. The purified remnant of believing people increas
ingly outside the formal boundaries of "christendom".

This plan is put forward tentatively. It is not suggested that history can be
confined within well-marked sectional boundarIes. Much which is typical of one
phase may be found in all other phases. There is, however, a broad development
of the Church's history on the lines indicated.

We do not regard this plan as being any concession to the strict historicist view
of the Revelation. Historicism claims an almost mathematical precision in its
fixing of the onset of events or their termination. We have not said, and do not say,
that there is no history in the Book of Revelation. What we do say is that divine
history subordinates human history to itself, and deals with the meaning which is
behind the events - the causes and principLes of history as contemplated by the
Almighty God whose decrees work secretly in the affairs of the Church taking
account of all and directing all to the great consummation.

Hence whatever of the events of the Church's history may be discerned in
sequence in the opening chapters of Revelation, everything is there for the benefit
of the Church in every age. We believe it to be a principle of prophecy that no
prediction or foreshadowing of the divine purpose can be fully ascertained except
by the fulfilment of it. Sufficient is discernible for the Church to be encouraged
or warned, as in the case of the holy expectation of Messiah's advent just prior to
the glorious and mysterious incarnation at Bethlehem.

If we are correct in assessing the different periods of Church History in the
messages to the Seven Churches, it is only because we live after the event or are
able to perceive the significance of contemporary history. We do not forecast the
future but we try to see where we are on God's great clock of time. We repudiate
the date-fixing of the Historicists and their confident forecasts of what is to come.
We say frankly, we do not know except that the final outcome of all history will
be the triumph of Christ when all enemies are made His footstool. We are
confident that that triumph will be in heaven and not upon earth. We do not
envisage an earthly millennium with a universal reign of the saints on a renovated
earth because this is forbidden by the fulfilled prophecies concerning the nature
of that kingdom Christ came to establish. We believe there can never be a time
when Christians will not have to carry the cross, and wage warfare against sin.
The "golden age" is the Gospel era, which has lasted well nigh 2,000 years and
which (we believe) may be nearing its end, as the Second Advent draws nigh.

"Far down the ages now,
Her journey well nigh done.... "
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Maybe there is more of time ahead of us than we think, but we cannot be
wrong in looking for the coming of Christ at any time. Are we not encouraged by
the last chapter of Revelation to respond to the great words of Christ to His
servant in these eager terms? - "Behold I come quickly". "Amen, even so come,
Lord Jesus."

We cannot be wrong in looking for His coming, even though a little while with
Him may be a lifetime or an age with us. But we can be very much wrong in
following the unbelieving rabbis in interpreting the Old Testament prophecies of
the kingdom in literal and material terms, for by those methods the Kingdom was
hidden from their eyes and Messiah was crucified.

We believe and are confident that the Church and not natural Israel is the final
phase of the Lord's purposes on earth. We identify the Church with the prophecies
of Jewish restoration because we believe the New Testament does so. We cannot
agree with Dr. C. 1. Scofield that the Church simply does not appear in OT
prophecy. His note on Zechariah 11: 11 reads, "The Church corporately is not in
OT prophecy". In that same passage he says that "the poor of the flock" described
there are "those Jews who did not wait for the manifestation of Christ in glory,
but believed on Him at His fIrst coming and since. Neither the gentiles nor
the gentile church, corporately, are in view." This disastrous conclusion is
unsupported by any argument or proof, and it gives a wry appearance to the faith
of those suffering Jews who believed in Christ without waiting for the real
coming of His kingdom! This logically absolves Jewish unbelief for 2,000 years
past, of all blame.

If the New is the interpreter of the Old Testament, then the NT Church is the
fulfilment of the prophecies of the Kingdom Christ came to establish. The Church
is the last phase, and we already are in "the last time" as John categorically
declares in his first epistle, chapter 2:18: "Little children, it is the last time: and
as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists;
whereby we know that it is the last time".

"The last time," according to John and also to Paul, is the Church time.
There is nothing after the Church and nothing but eternity after the Second
Advent of Christ. The Irvingite division of the second coming of Christ into two
phases, one secret and the other public, separated by a period of time, long or
short, is destructive of the entire prophetical scheme of the New Testament and
has thrown the evangelical world into its present confusion. More, it has rendered
of non-effect most of the grandest sections of the prophetical scriptures of the
Old Testament, denying them (as Dr. Scofield does) to the Christian Church, and
opening the door to all the vast speculation and forecasting of the future, which
has robbed the Church not only of her heritage but rendered impossible the
exposition to the Church of more than half the Bible. It has destroyed Old
Testament exegesis and impoverished the pulpit. It is as deadly a thrust, we
believe, at the foundations of the Church as Mr. Spurgeon warned us about in
his heroic Downgrade Controversy. We should like to have known what he
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would have made of the present state of prophetical exegesis, if he had lived long
enough to see it.

This is not a digression from the study of the Book of Revelation, for these are
principles without which the Book cannot be realistically approached. Is it
necessary to enlarge upon this when we are confronted with the flood of
pamphlets and books purporting to explain the Book of Revelation in terms of
horrible events concentrated in three and a half years of time to take place when
the Church is supposed not to be here to pass through those horrors? Of what
worth is this great Book unless we can approach it with the assurance that, as the
first chapter is for us, so by consequence is the whole in every part, the property
of the Church?

e To BE CONTINUED e

---e---

• KNOWING THE WILL OF GOD •

L. D. FRY (Mudgee. New South Wales)

KNOWING the will of God in particular situations is one of the ever-present
challenges in the Christian life. Recently I was reading the account of the Exodus
from Egypt, the establishment of the nation under God and the details of the civil
and religious legislation, based on the Decalogue - the "Ten Words" - given to
Moses on Mount Sinai. With the construction of the Tabernacle - the mobile tent
temple - came the presence of the Lord, visible to the people as a cloud by day
and fire at night. Whenever the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle, the Israelites set
out; wherever the Cloud settled, they encamped, whether for two days, or a month
or a year, the Israelites would remain in camp; see Numbers 9:15-23.

It seems that in today's quick-fix, user-friendly, fast-food society, the true
believer in the Son of God, as the only Way to knowing the Father, has so many
options, choices and brand-names available in every conceivable shape, size and
colour, that knowing what to do and where and when to go in ministry, is in the
too-hard basket. Many opt out of service; many keep changing churches and jobs;
many seek miraculous guidance from exotic experiences, etc. If only there were
a Cloud which would tell us when to set out and when to camp.

Well, the Lord Jesus promised that He would send such a Presence who would
teach us all things ... bring to our remembrance our Saviour's words and works
... and convict us of sin, righteousness and judgement; see John 14-16. Yes, the
Holy Spirit of God is that Counsellor and Comforter whose Guide Book, Road
Map, Life Recipes, World History and Personal Plan is our Mobile to our
Heavenly Father with His Text Messages to us and our conversation with Him ..
. at all times, in all places, for all needs!
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I'm reminded of a chorus I first learnt in a garage Sunday School run by my
father's sister, Margaret, in Sydney one school holiday.

"I met Jesus at the Crossroads, where the two ways meet.
Satan, he was standing there and he said,
'Come this way! Lots and lots of pleasures
I can give to you this day'."

But I said, "No! There's Jesus here. See what He offers me. Down here my sins
forgiven. Up there a home in Heaven. Praise God, that's the way for me!" That
was about sixty years ago.

This is what makes it so difficult to know the mind of God; there's always
another voice pointing another way. How to tell the difference? It doesn't get any
easier as time goes by, especially if we just rely on our experience, our own
knowledge, our own wisdom. That's why the Author of the Bible, the inspired
Word of God, is ever-present to explain and interpret His will for me in any and
every circumstance.

The other day, while playing a lovely pedal-organ at a country centre, I led the
singing of a hymn which reminded me of another time and place when the Lord
used a similar hymn to lead me to a right choice in ministry about thirty years ago.
I had been invited to serve in another diocese and, as I had been discontented with
my present lot, it was an attractive offer. However, that hymn helped me to get
things into some perspective.

"Thy way, not mine, 0 Lord,
However dark it be;
Lead me by Thine Own Hand;
Choose Thou the path for me."

This reminded me of another hymn along the same lines of seeking God's will
in life and ministry:

"May the Mind of Christ my Saviour
Live in me from day to day;
By His love and power
Controlling all I do and say."

As I meet fellow disciples, pilgrims and soldiers of the Lord in their 80s and
90s, still keen to serve their Saviour, including my Aunt Margaret, it encourages
me to constantly guard against falling for the Tempter's lies, "Did God say? ...
stones to bread ... take a big jump ... Do things the easy way.... " So this Lent,
as we walk with our Lord Jesus, who was in the wilderness for forty days being
tempted to take the easy option and avoid the Cross, let's stick close to Him
through that valley of death, knowing that He will never leave us or forsake us!
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• BOOK REVIEWS •

G.F.H.H.

Caught in the Web: A tale of Tudor Times. Faith Cook. Evangelical Press. pp. 286,
paperback. £8.95. ISBN 0 85234 623 9.

Though sub-titled "a tale", this book is based on the historical person of Lady Jane Grey, who was
Queen of England for nine days until beheaded at the age of sixteen in 1553 by order of the Roman
Catholic Queen Mary. The central character is Hal Tylney, a country boy whose employment as a
page to Lady Jane brings him into contact with royal and other elevated circles. In this way the
reader is introduced to many historical characters and events in the conflict between the Church
of Rome and the Reformed Church of England. The thread throughout the story is how Hal is
brought to have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ from the truths he is taught in the forbidden Bible.
These truths sustain him in the many dangers and fears he meets from his boyhood at six to his
marriage at nineteen. Recommended for reading by those deprived of real history at school or
those who feel a need to refresh their memories.

Four Little Words. Edited by Alexander McPherson. Free Presbyterian Publications. pp. 96,
paperback. Obtainable from Free Presbyterian Bookroom, 133 Woodlands Road, Glasgow G3 6LE
£6.95. ISBN 0902 506 218.

A collection of thirty-four short stories and poems written by various authors, using the
Authorised Version, and originally published in the Young Peoples'Magazine, this book touches on
many of the challenges that all children face, from keeping the Lord's Day, to telling the truth.These
stories may seem quaint to many children, so perhaps would be best read to the very young as
older children are likely to find the style somewhat dated. EH.M.

What the Bible Teaches About ••• Guidance. Peter Bloomfield. Evangelical Press.
pp. 204, paperback. £6.95. ISBN 0 85234 61 I 5.

Peter Bloomfield argues that the Bible provides all the guidance necessary to make any decision in
life in this well-written book. He shows the relevance of Scripture to many of the issues we are
faced with in daily life, from whom to marry to where to live, whilst making the point that the Bible
is not a textbook or manual which we must decipher to find the "right" answer to each of life's
decisions. A whole chapter is devoted to "Guidance Gone Mad" and deals with .the popular myth
of a Bible Code, and the Appendix provides a brief response to two current views on dreams and
prophecy (Stuart Robinson and Wayne Grudem). This is an easy-to-read, entertaining and thought
provoking book which many people would find useful. It is a pity that he employs the NIY.

EH.M.

Soul Depths and Soul Heights: Sermons on Psalm 110. Octavius Winslow. The
Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. 135, paperback. £6.50. ISBN 0 85151 935 O.

Octavius Winslow (1808-1878), a Baptist pastor in Brighton, preached these sermons four years
before his death. These delightful sermons are Christ exalting and full of encouragement for
believers. Having read the 17th century Puritan, John Owen's lengthy exposition of Psalm 130,
Winslow decided to produce "a more simple and popular exposition" of this Psalm. The author
leads us from the depths of sin and sorrow to the heights of rejoicing in God's unmerited pardon.
Here are two examples of his memorable preaching. "There is not an angel in heaven who stands
so near and is so dear to God, as the accepted believer in Christ, though earth is still his abode,
and a body of sin his dwelling". "Assurance is not something audible, tangible, or visionary - a
revelation to the mind, or a voice in the air. Assurance is believing. Assurance of personal salvation
springs from looking to, and dealing only with Jesus. It comes not from believing that I am saved,
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but from believing that Christ is my Saviour.The object of my salvation is not my faith, but Christ".
Winslow is the author of four other books published by the Banner ofTruth, including The Work of
the Holy Spirit S.K.E.

The Ministry. Charles J. Brown. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. I 12, paperback. £5.50. ISBN
o85 151 93 I 8.

This book contains four addresses given by Charles Brown (1806-1884) to the Free Church of
Scotland Assembly and to divinity students over a period of ten years besides an Appendix in four
parts and a sermon on Genesis 3:24.There is repetition of themes and quotes from other authors.
Brown emphasises the personal godliness of the minister as essential to God's blessing, a needed
emphasis for present-day pastors. He is emphatically against written prayers and reading sermons
and argues for preaching, after thorough preparation, without pulpit notes. There is an interesting
eight-page biographical sketch of Brown written by lain Murray. I think that ministerial students
today would find Stuart Olyott's books on preaching more helpful - Ministering like the Master and
Preaching Pure and Simple - both published by the Banner ofTruth. S.K.E.

Unafraid of the Sacred Forest. Ronaldo Lidorio. WEC International and Christian Focus
Publications. pp. 127, paperback. £6.99. ISBN 978 I 84550 235 5.

Ronald Lidorio and his family worked as WEC missionaries in the Koni area of Ghana during the
I990s.It would not take more than an hour or so to read his account of the time he spent amongst
the Konkombu people, whose witch doctors are more powerful than the tribal chieftains and
where human sacrifice is still practiced by fetish worshippers.

While the account may be brief, it is not short of excitement; in their efforts to drive out the
family, the witch doctors poisoned their water supply and summoned swarms of bees. The author
also explains the difficulties he encountered in translating the New Testament into a language
that has no words for "grace" or "salvation". A couple of appendices give brief histories of the
Konkombu people, their tribal wars and the work of WEC in the region. E.H.M.

Moving Out with the Christian Faith: The Challenge for Today's Church.
Peter Jeffery. Evangelical Press. pp. 126, paperback. £5.95. ISBN 0 85234 609 3.

The twenty-one short chapters of this book cover the first twelve chapters ofActs.The NIV is used
for most Scripture quotations. Each chapter is headed Moving out ... ; e.g Moving out in prayer, or
Moving out in spite of problems, or Moving out and saving souls, and so on. Peter Jeffery shows
how the principles of the guidance given by the Holy Spirit to the Church in Acts apply to the
problems and opposition facing the Church today. Jeffery writes swiftly but not superficially and
certain themes recur in many chapters; e.g.: Christ is not a dead martyr but a living Saviour; there
is no salvation without repentance, and no repentance without conviction of sin; the power of the
Holy Spirit; our Christianity should not conform to the world's ways; preaching is not to entertain
but to confront - sometimes even to make angry; plainness about original sin; Christ is the
Redeemer of guilty sinners; being both bold and gentle in witness; and much more. In addition to
personal use, this could serve as a base book for group study. G.F.H.H.

Deuteronomy. John D. Currid. Evangelical Press. pp. 607, hardback. £ 18.95. ISBN 0 85234
6328.

The author of this well-produced hardback volume is the Professor of Old Testament of the
Reformed Seminary, Jackson, Mississippi. He has a PhD in Archaeology, and has produced this
series from Genesis, only lacking "Numbers". It has good print, a glossary and two Appendices,
a List of Abbreviations, and full Notes. The Bible translation used is mainly the author's own, the
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rest being NASB. This can be a little puzzling if one is seeking a comment on a word in the AY, but
not usually.

Wellhausen popularised the theory that Deuteronomy was written by priests in Jerusalem, and
was behind Josiah's reforms of 2 Kings 22,23.This idea persists amongst certain scholars. So most
conservative commentaries give many reasons why this is not so. Professor Currid gives just one,
the structure of Deuteronomy and how it fits the ancient near-Eastern treaties made around
Moses' time. As one goes through the volume, one finds a fair amount about Hittite suzerainity
vassal treaties. This is perhaps of more use to the student than someone needing to prepare a
sermon or refer for a meaning.

There is considerable quiet scholarship behind the simple words. Real scholars make things
easy to follow. It is faithful to the Word of God. It divides the 34 chapters of Deuteronomy into
19 sections, 4 to 13 being expositions of the Ten Commandments. The layout is a verse-by-verse
commentary with an Application at the end of each short section.

Commentaries tend to fall roughly into two sorts.There is the spiritual, and there is the practical.
This is practical, with New Testament references and spiritual comment nearly all confined to the
application at the end of each section.This method of comment is really a necessity today, as our
faith is so under fire. So best use this alongside one of the older commentaries like Calvin's, or John
Cumming's The Book of Deuteronomy, by Kregel Publications. But use both, for archaeology and
scholarship not available in past days shed new light on Deuteronomy. E.M.

Can We Rock the Gospelt John Blanchard and Dan Lucarni. Evangelical Press. pp. 267,
paperback. £7.95. ISBN 0 85234 628 X.

This important book, investigating rock music's impact on worship and evangelism, is disturbing and
at times unpleasant reading. The authors, John Blanchard, evangelist and prolific writer, and Dan
Lucarni, a musician once involved in the Contemporary Christian Music scene, now a conference
speaker, have thoroughly researched their subject. I think they have achieved their aim of writing
"courteously, listening to what the experts say and keeping subjective preferences in check". Rock
music is difficult to define because it has no less than 187 variations grouped under twelve main
headings, each of these groups has Christian imitators playing at concerts and producing CDs.

The authors trace the roots of rock music and show that its lyriCS often relate to the occult,
drugs, sex, and violence, besides being anti-authority and blasphemous. The loudness of the music
makes it difficult for audiences to hear the lyrics. Blanchard and Lucarni argue that this music is not
suitable for evangelism or worship because "rock music aims at pleasing people - biblical evangelism
aims at saving them; and true worship aims to please God". Music should assist us. to worship God
"with reverence and godly fear" (Hebrews 12:28) and prepare us to hear God's Word preached.
God's method for saving sinners and teaching saints is preaching, not music. Biblical quotations
come from the New King James.
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