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"Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed to
destruction" (Proverbs 31:8)

Sundry Matters

The Gospel Magazine volumes are now safely housed in the library at St. Mary's
Castle Street Episcopal Chapel in Reading. We are grateful to the Minister and the
Chapel Council for all their hard work and expense. We are always grateful to
obtain any needed past volumes.

Readership of past volumes has been greatly enhanced by the internet. This
may puzzle some readers, but the internet is like a library, reached with the aid of
a computer. The Gospel Magazine on internet attracts ever more people, in
increasing thousands. For this we are indebted to Mr. John Rees-Evans who set it
up, and to Mrs. Pam Bateman who spends very many hours copying onto the
internet. Also to the British Library who are copying our past volumes onto their
site, by permission of the Trustees.

Our Text

The embryology and human fertilization bills are before the House of Commons.
Why has the Gospel Magazine not spoken out? Or over a thousand other issues
which we are continually asked to speak out on?

Apart from the fact that we would fill the pages with protests, would blind and
deaf worldlings heed us? And is legislation the true problem? No legislation so
far obliges any woman to involve herself in this murder. The change needed is
repentance from the heart.

Indi vidually we are to speak out as part of being the salt of the earth in a rotting
society. Our magazine is not an individual, but speaks as one voice of the Church
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of God. A Christian MP spoke well against these bills on the radio this morning.
But he never once mentioned God. Can God honour that? May God be pleased to
raise up many more Christians in politics to oppose, as in the past He gave us
Wilberforce and Lord Shaftesbury. But the Gospel Magazine must speak "Thus
saith the Lord", not arguments acceptable to unrepentant society.

As to the Church making pronouncements, we must ask, what did our Lord do?
We must be guided by that. Did He petition? Did He speak out against the Roman
occupation? Nor will you find His great Apostle petitioned Caesar, or for that
matter did any Apostle. The silence of the New Testament should give one pause,
especially on slavery, the great social evil of the time.

Absolute Truth is what the Church deals in. Wheeling, dealing, and
compromise are how politics are conducted. Individual Christians may join a
cause to Christ's. It may be a very worthy cause. But Christ only promises a
reward for giving your life for Him. Like Zwingli, you may die in armour for the
cause of the Cantons. Christ never promised a reward for that. The Church of God
stands for absolute Truth. Were she to stand for causes, all it would do is convince
those particular sinners that we were their enemy. Sin is our enemy in all its
various manifestations.

Charles Simeon preached all the way through the Napoleonic wars, yet
never once mentioned them. Yet the other preachers did continually. Simeon, a
Jew, saw clearly that the events of this world, shattering as they seem at the
moment, are as nothing compared to the issues of eternity: heaven, hell, eternal
bliss or eternal misery.

Secular rulers and Christian ministers are both ministers of God, appointed by
Him. But the Christian minister has an incomparably greater calling. It is to
preach eternal salvation. This world's rulers are ministers of God, but have a
lower calling. It is to regulate this life. Vital as it is, man's welfare in this life is
nothing as compared to eternity.

Suppose we succeed in stopping one evil, it only breaks out elsewhere, as our
Lord taught in Matthew 12:44-45. "When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man
... the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto
this wicked generation." Our Lord clearly speaks of society, not just an individual.

Protest cannot stop science inventing these things. Like gun-crime, it is the evil
heart, not the gun that needs removing from society. Since the government banned
guns, gun crime has increased greatly. Genetic engineering is the same.

We must be the voice of the unborn. But the society they grow up in is indeed
"this wicked generation". We hate abortion. But "The righteous perisheth and no
man layeth it to heart ... none considereth that the righteous is taken away from
the evil to come" (Isaiah 57: 1). Our Lord in heaven suffers unborn children to
come to Him. He takes them out of the reach of evil parents. Just look at the youth
growing up in such homes.

An old minister once said to me, with a feeling sigh, "the trouble is your allies".
Many evangelicals feel in opposing this legislation we should stand shoulder to



The Gospel Magazine 111

shoulder with Roman Catholicism. After all, it is a huge matter. This research may
alter the genetic make up of all human beings and animals yet to be born. Quite
possibly, but when we make common cause we help forward the Roman Church,
and simply encourage people to trust her for salvation. The Mass and other
idolatry fills hell faster than all experiments with embryos together fill graves.

I have heard many Church pronouncements. Like Archbishop Fisher's on
foxhunting, they are said to be our opinion, which they are not. Most, especially
Roman Catholic, go right down the centre, carefully hedging their bets, leaving
them room to jump either way. They did this in the war, only condemning Hitler
in 1942, when a baby could see who would win. And as for Mussolini, they waited
until he was safely dead. They never condemned Franco, the third in the trio. They
pick and choose causes.

While societies have been formed to fight certain evils, the only result has been
that each evil in question has gone on growing. You look as the various Christian
pressure groups. The indictment of them is that they do not work.

What about Amos and the prophets? Did they not preach politically? And is not
their example continually used as a proof we ought to? Such forget that the Jewish
State and the Jewish Church were one and the same. But Christ made the two
separate and autonomous. The only way is the old one, to preach the new birth,
eschewing short-cuts.

---e---

• YOUR SUFFERING AND JOB'S •

A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"Behold, I go forward, but He is not there" (Job 23:8)

ONCE when visiting I found an old lady dying alone in Cromer hospital. She had
been a missionary many years and so had gradually lost contact with her relatives.
She was now solitary. She told me she found Job a great comfort. Many modem
scholars deny Job ever lived, and say it is all a dramatic poem. They say other
nations had their "Job" stories to explain suffering. They quote the Ugaritic
story of Keret, the Babylonian Job in Ludlul Bel Nemeqi, or the Sumerian
poem of a Job-like figure, or the Egyptian "Protest of the Eloquent Peasant", and
other ancient tales. It is true other ancient nations had vaguely similar figures.
Then was that old lady right to rest so much on Job as she faced meeting her
Maker so very soon?

This is the more so because of the perplexity of Job over the great mystery of
God and His government of this world. Think, pray, read as you will, there is still
a mystery about God. "Behold, I go forward but He is not there; and backward,
but I cannot perceive Him. On the left hand, where He doth work." Was she right
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to find her help in bearing and explaining her own suffering through Job, who was
himself unable to find God?

Without doubt she was right. Just see the simple answer the book of Job gives,
the way it lays the responsibility upon God, pointing to an answer beyond this
world, and to Christ as the final answer.

The book comforts because it gives an absolute answer to your troubles
It is uncomplicated. No sufferer wants complicated answers. Job lived a simple
life like Abraham, one of tents, herds, sacrifices, and a clear sense of right and
wrong. Today's fuzz and haze is absent. It is probably the oldest book in the Bible
apart from the early part of Genesis, and similarly is uncomplicated. Christ, faced
by knotty problems about marriage said, "but in the beginning it was not so".
Genesis is the final court of appeal on divorce and remarriage, and Job is the same
on the thorny question of suffering. You want clarity? Here it is.

It deals direct with God. When we suffer greatly, we lose interest in life's fuss and
cares. We come face to face with eternity, and want an answer from God direct.
Job lived before the world lost the knowledge of God and drifted into idolatry. As
you read you see he knows God and God speaks to him. But he feels bereft of God,
"Behold, I go forward, but He is not there". That rings true of our suffering.

It gives a sure answer. It is a book like the first eleven chapters of Genesis,
absolute in its answers. When on the rack we need unclouded certainties. Nothing
less can penetrate the screaming brain of the tortured one. Read, and you will see
he knows nothing of God's chosen people, or Abraham, or Moses, or the Ten
Commandments. Job shows the law written in men's hearts, long before any
written law was given. He says, "I have esteemed the words of his mouth more
than my necessary food", in verse 12 of this chapter. Whilst Eliphaz, the
spokesman of the three friends says to Job, "Receive, I pray thee, the law from his
mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart", in the chapter before this, verse 22.
Job's understanding is identical to Genesis over Creation, and the fall, the flood
and the dispersion, entirely unlike the distorted, scientifically impossible early
Babylonian and other mythical accounts. Here is certainty.

Job comforts because it says uncompromisingly that God is the cause of
your grief
Yes, the devil is our troubler. Job faced Satan and his wicked activities. He does
not doubt that, and that is a great help to us, far down the centuries. But we know
God controls that Wicked One.

Thus our inmost despair is directed against God. Job does deal with human
suffering, but that is not the book's first concern. And it is in a strange way true
to our experience. Our situation is not our first concern, but why has God done it?
We feel angry, badly treated, despairing. The real comfort of the book is that it is
a theodicy, a justification of God's ways with men. God is Omnipotent, all
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powerful. Human suffering comes in, but only as part of God's sovereign rule, of
right and wrong, and sin and punishment. As we read we say, "God is right to deal
thus with me".

The answer the believer seeks is, why me? When in real trouble, only two exist in
the universe, the soul and it's Maker. The soul cries out, "I strive day and night to
keep a good conscience toward God. All the reward I get is this undeserved
suffering". This book is a heart-cry of a man asking God, "why let suffering come
to those who have done nothing particular to deserve it?". It seems unfair to a
righteous man like Job - or me.
The book says you were born to suffer. Job probably means "hated" or
"persecuted", a prophetic meaning. The name was common in Akkadian
documents of around 2000 B.C. The name speaks to all who trust Job's God
today. Believers are hated unreasonably, persecuted without apparent cause, and
suffer more than others. Why? They were born to.

All things conspire to make Job's life a misery. Job's friends become his
persecutors, as does his wife, and all earth and heaven seem to join in persecuting
him. Who has not known that feeling as a Christian?

Throughout, the book points to an answer beyond this life . ..
At the start of a believers sufferings. Early in the first chapter it shows that the
answer to why we suffer lies outside this world. It reveals the heavenly court
where Job's condition is decided, where Satan has to go for permission to touch
him. Thus early in his sufferings the Spirit in a believer shows him this truth.

During a believer's agonies. Job's friends make the mistake of trying to make
sense of suffering in this life only. We do the same when in torment. Our
predicament fills our thoughts. We demand an answer now. So did Job. He says
things to God that no believer should, only excusable because of his intense
agony. God does nor blame him, nor hold him innocent, but waits to answer. So
it is with us, but we have less excuse than the patriarch. We live in clearer light,
but yet have to wait for an answer.

Right to the end ofa believers wretchedness. The book ends with Job receiving
in this life double what he lost. But that is because he lived before Christ brought
life and immortality to light through the Gospel. It is an open-ended book,
pointing to restoration in the afterlife. That lady in hospital was comforted
because she saw this clearly. She never expected a restoration of prosperity in life.
But her comfort was that God, who put all to rights for Job in this life, would for
her in the after life.

During the unbeliever's apparent success in wickedness. Many law abiding
people suffer hugely, but wicked men enjoy health, prosperity, and long lives. Job
points to a day when God will set right the wrongs of this life, rewarding and
punishing. The book makes sense of an otherwise senseless situation.
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Job teaches that God is His own interpreter and He will make it plain

This worlds answers will simply intensify your troubles. In the account Job wrote
down on tablets which came down to Moses, who is the author according to
tradition, the three friends of Job philosophise at length on suffering, coming to
all the wrong conclusions, until God steps in and stops them persecuting Job any
further. One of our greatest troubles is unbelievers who seek to comfort us. Their
answer, like the three friends, is of this world, and untrue to our experience.

The worlds answers are empty and make matters worse. His friends have accused
Job of great secret sins, because, they say, if you suffer, you must have sinned. If
you do right, you must prosper. They invite Job to learn this simple lesson and
confess some great hidden sin. Job says, "I cannot understand what God is doing
to me in treating me like an enemy, but I have not been a hypocrite. I do not claim
perfection, but I am not guilty of the heinous crimes you accuse me of." They seek
to educate him to bear his ash heap, boils and calamity by saying, "It is all your
own fault". And, saying, "A spirit spoke to me, I hear voices. They tell me the
cause is your secret sins." Job denies it and turns away, hurt. So do we. "To God
I commit my cause." The world has its paid counsellors for calamities. We go to
God in Christ.

The reason God's answer is so satisfying is because it is so profoundly simple. The
book is simple in its layout, as is any work of God from a universe to a snowflake.
But the more closely you examine God's handiwork, the more marvellous it
appears. Take time to understand. The first two chapters tell of Job's
circumstances, the heavenly vision of God's permission to Satan to persecute him,
and the tragedy that befalls him. The third chapter is his cry of misery. Then
follow three rounds of argument and accusation by his three friends, against
which each time Job defends himself. The friends being silenced, in the thirty
second chapter, a young man, Elihu, takes upon himself to be the accuser,
reiterating at length what the others have said. Job keeps silence as there is
nothing new to reply to. Job is exquisitely simple in layout, intricate in detail. God
wrote it.

Let God give the lie to the poor answers of some fellow believers. Nothing is
harder when provoked in spirit by fellow believers than not to feel anger and
depression. Let God answer them. In chapter thirty-eight, God speaks out of the
whirlwind and rebukes the friends. He has kept silence whilst they poured out
profound truth, but also well-meant untruths. Believers give well-meant but poor
answers. Turn to God's Word.

God's unseen grace is the best answer. We would offer sugary comfort, but God
challenges Job. He does not give Job the "daysman" he had begged for in his
agony to mediate between himself and God. Instead God remains apparently
uncaring and silent as Job suffers. But He brings Job through, and that is
testimony to God's unseen grace. Satan has done his worst, and Job has
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triumphed. But before letting Job know he is victorious, God vindicates His
dealings. How does God do this?

First, by waiting to be gracious. Job has endured all the accusatory speeches of
his friends, capped by a long harangue by a youth. He has won through. We are
commanded to consider "the patience of Job" in James 5:11. Now God puts
him through the severest of examinations, but only to heal him. God tests His
suffering children to breaking point - by making them wait - but only in order to
comfort them.

Second, by an apparently quite inadequate response. God side-steps the issue of
suffering. Instead he challenges Job on Creation. He invites the sufferer to think:
less about himself, be less self-centred, less taken up with his experience. Instead,
to concentrate on the purposes of God. God did not create without a plan, and Job
needs to consider this carefully. That plan includes little me. God has good reason
to deal with a hurting believer and a suffering world in this way. This method
corrects the wrong views of the friends on suffering, Job's own confusion, and
also ours. It places all in context.
Before presuming to interrogate God, Job should be able to answer God's
questions. The answer to suffering is more emphasis on Creation. Let Job admit
he knows nothing. In the epilogue, Job acknowledges he is but ignorant dust and
ashes. Then God shows Job the wonders of creation, and says, if he is so
presumptuous as to question God, then let Job himself create. The object is to
silence Job before God, and it does so. Job places his hand over his mouth and is
silent. That is the first step to comforting any sufferer, silence before God,
accepting God's plan, looking away from self.

Second, God sees Christ in Job. Suffering child of God, there is a reason. God is
using you to show Christ to others. God's opinion of Job in chapter one verse 8
is, "a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God and escheweth evil". One
fitted to be a faint foreshadowing of the Son of God's sufferings. Christ is in all
the Scriptures, and that includes in Job. "These are they that testify of me," is how
Christ viewed Job. How does this help us? Remember, God has given no direct
explanation of Job's sufferings to him. That is in order to make Job look ahead to
the coming Redeemer. Job knows about Him, and needs to realize that God is
bringing rescue. That means Job's sufferings are a part of this long-term plan. We
can see that easily of Job, but not of our own sufferings.

The Bible does explain our sufferings, but the Christian has to look beyond Job
to the Cross and see the Son of God suffer who had done no wrong, to understand.
The Christian uses Job to release the deepest emotions pent up in his heart, "Oh!
Why am I thus?" If you want to be helped by Job, see Christ in Job. Job cries for
an umpire in chapter 9, verses 32-33, a mediator between God and himself. Job
also trusts. "Though he slay me, yet will I trust him: but I will maintain my own
way before him. He also shall be my salvation: for an hypocrite shall not come
before him". In chapter thirteen verses 15-17 Job hopes for a coming Redeemer,
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Messiah, "For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter
day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms destroy my body, yet in my
flesh I shall see God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold,
and not another; though my reins be consumed within me."

The Happy Outcome

God rebukes his friends, but says Job must offer sacrifices of repentance, first for
himself, then, with prayer, for his three friends. Finally God restores Job to even
greater prosperity, health, family, and long life. You need to seek God's Word and
get your answer there. Job points to Christ's intense suffering, resurrection, and a
reward beyond the grave.

Those are the reasons the dying missionary lady was right to find Job such a
comfort. It is so simple and clear. Satisfyingly, it avoids any direct answer. Rather,
it rebukes us for looking at ourselves. Job justifies God, yet leaves His dealings a
mystery. Best of all it points us beyond our suffering to bliss with Christ Jesus.

---e---

• FOR YOUNGER READERS •

C. MACKENZIE

THE WORD THAT NEVER FAILS

THE pens in the box at the Sunday School class were beginning to dry up. "We
are needing new pens," Duncan said. "I'll get some next week," I promised. When
the class met on the following week, Duncan opened the box. "Where are our new
pens?" he asked. I had to confess that I had forgotten all about it. I had not kept
my word.

How often is that true of us. We say we will do something and then we forget
or are simply unable to carry out what we had promised. Sometimes we change
our minds.

God always keeps His word. What He says is true always. His promises never
fail. Sometimes I say something and later find out that I am completely wrong. I
may have misunderstood or misheard some information. But God's words are
never wrong. He does not lie. He does not make any mistake.

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God (2 Timothy 3: 16). God has ensured
that all the words of Scripture are the words that he has decided. Human agents
like Moses, David, Paul and John wrote the words as God enabled them. The
words are inspired by God and so have no mistakes.

The Bible not only contains the word of God, it is the Word of God. Even when
we do not understand it, or do not feel happy reading it, it is still the Word of God.
Every chapter and verse are God-breathed - the stories about Jesus, the doctrines
of the epistles, the lists of names in the book of Numbers. All are equally inspired
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by God, although we may enjoy some verses more, read some more often and
understand some more easily.

Jesus Himself spoke of the special place that the Scriptures have. "The
Scripture cannot be broken," He says (John 10:35). Jesus tells us the Bible is
accurate and speaks with authority.

All who love the Lord, love the Word too. God has clearly told us all that we
need to know about salvation. It is the only rule to direct us how to glorify and
enjoy God. God the Holy Spirit helps us to understand what the Bible is teaching.
You do not need to be very clever, or go to college. God's Word is for little
children too. It is suitable for those who have not much education but it also
speaks to those who have great learning and are very clever.

People who realise they are needy, who are hungry to be filled with God's
Word, will be satisfied with all that God has breathed out in every word of
the Bible.

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing words. The initials of your answers spell out the subject of the
story.

1. the scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of me (John 5:39).

2. For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning,
that we through patience and of the scriptures might have hope
(Romans 15:4).

3. (God's servant John) Who bare of the word of God and of the
testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw (Revelation 1:2).

4. All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction{ ::Jfillln righteousness (2 Timothy 3: 16).

5. The words of the Lord are words: as silver tried in a furnace of
earth, purified seven times (Psalm 12:6).

6. When ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not
as the word of men, but as it is in , the word of God, which
effectually worketh also in you that believe (l Thessalonians 2: 13).

7. Then opened he their , that they might understand the scriptures
(Luke 24:45).

8. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also , how that
Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures (l Corinthians 15:3).

9. Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do not knowing the
scriptures, nor the power of God (Matthew 22:29).
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• WAYSIDE NOTES •

SHINING WORDS
H . A. L. (From past years in the Gospel Magazine)

MOST of us have noticed how certain small and everyday words in St. John's
Gospel keep on occurring in the text. They are not there by chance. The Holy
Spirit gave John the words in the original, and He gave them for a reason. What
that reason is we cannot guess - but when the Holy Spirit lights these words up
for us, then we begin to look at them in a new way.

Taking chapter 1 in St. John's Gospel, shall we look at some of them? Here are
three, for instance. They have to do with knowing, seeing, and finding.

1. Knowing

Notice verse 10: Of our Lord Himself we read, "the world knew him not". And in
verse 33 even John the Baptist tells us that there was a time when he knew Him
not (see also verse 48).

What does this mean? it means that worldly people knew things about our
Saviour, but they did not know Him - what He was like, whence He came, and
why He came.

Neither did we - until the Holy Spirit awakened our souls, and made us
ashamed of our sins, and constrained us to flee to Him for refuge and forgive
ness. Then - not before - then, with Paul of Tarsus, in a measure we were able
to say with joy, "I know whom 1 have believed". How glad and thankful this
made us!

2. Seeing

Notice verse 29: "John seeth Jesus coming unto him." What a new day, a new
beginning for good John the Baptist! Well might he then say (verse 34), "I saw,
and bear record that this is the Son of God".

Such seeing is not possible to any of us until the Holy Spirit opens our eyes and
we can say, "Mine eyes have seen thy salvation".

Note also verse 38: "Jesus turned and saw two men following Him. He saw
them, and He gave them a good and blessed invitation. "Come and see." How
gladly they came, and what good sight He gave them!

Note also verse 48: Nathaniel speaks, and speaks to our Lord. Note the question
and the answer: "I saw thee," said our Lord, "under the fig-tree", at prayer! How
beautiful! Our Lord often sees His people when they are not conscious of His
presence. Note also verse 50.

3. Finding

Yes indeed! Finding is a truly satisfying word. Note the seekers and finders here.
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Verse 4: Andrew found his brother Peter. Quiet, gentle Andrew finds his strong,
impulsive brother Peter.

Verse 43: Jesus findeth Philip. How blessed! We don't know much about
Philip: but our Lord had a reason for finding him. And He had a reason for finding
you and me!

Verse 45: Philip found Nathaniel - the man of prayer, whom Jesus saw under
the fig-tree.

Seeking and finding are wonderful words. "The ear trieth words," said Job in
early days (Job 12:1). Have our ears tried these words?

---.---

• ANGER AFTER SUNDOWN •

AN 0 N Y M0 U S (supplied by Revival Resources)

HISTORY is filled with unselfish acts by folks who were motivated by anger 
anger that was related to their concern for others. This kind of anger rises up
quickly at the sight of injustice and disappears quickly as action is taken to
remedy the situation. It is an unselfish kind of anger. But there is another kind of
anger that does not go quickly - it stays night after night after night and eventually
poisons the heart of anyone that allows it to stay. If we allow it to stay, it has a
negative effect on everything we say or do in life. This kind of anger is like the
tip of an iceberg - an iceberg that can best be described as the kingdom of self.
Left to ourselves, every person born into this world resists God's authority. Very
early in life, we reject the kingdom of God and install ourselves as kings and
queens of our own kingdom - the kingdom of self. As self-appointed monarchs,
we are offended when things don't go our way. Then pride enters in and we
become angry - not the unselfish anger that Jesus exhibited on occasion, but a
self-righteous anger that builds on itself and has the potential to destroy
friendships, families, and even a personal relationship with our Lord.

This proud self-righteousness is devastating - it can pull our whole life down
to the ground. Most convicts are in jail because of what their self-righteous anger
led them to say and do. Self-righteous anger begins with resentment, which is a
form of hate, and hate blocks God's love. Without His love, anger becomes
angrier. If anger is allowed to continue, it warps the entire thinking process and
confusion replaces faith. Then hope fades and, without hope, the end result is
depression. Being depressed and without hope can lead to a desire to die. We are
seeing a vivid example of this in suicide bombers. In their hopeless confusion
they convince themselves and sometimes those around them that it pleases their
god for them to kill themselves along with many others. In their self-righteous
anger, they convince themselves that the evil things they say and do will earn
them rewards in heaven. That is exactly opposite of what the Bible says. It says
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that we must forgive, which is a way of loving people. All of us are not suicide
bombers, but deep down inside we have some self-righteous anger. If we do not
forgive and get free from this anger by the end of the day, it becomes a part of us
because it changes our thinking and we become blind to the evil effect that it has
on our lives. It hides itself in a thousand different ways in our thinking. For years,
I refused to give up my self-righteous anger. Like these suicide bombers, I thought
I had a right to be angry. It became a wall of sin between me and the Lord because
I continually refused to give up the numerous ways my mind had devised to
justify my anger against those who had offended me. As the anger sank deeper
into my heart, I began to deny that I was angry and began to hide it from those
around me and even myself. In my mind, I had so justified my anger that I was
not aware of how sinful I had become. I had literally turned my mind against
myself. I want to suggest that, to some degree, that happens to everyone of us at
some point in life. The question then is: "What can we do about it?"

Self-righteous anger must be treated like any other sin - it must be confessed
so that we can receive forgiveness and cleansing from God (l John 1:9). Jesus
said the greatest of all commandments is to love God, love our neighbour, and
love ourselves. Giving and receiving forgiveness is the key that sets us free to
fulfill this great commandment and to be what God wants us to be. There is
simply no room in the Christian life for self-righteous anger. But Jesus said
something else - He said, "Ye must be born again". The forgiveness of our sins
that comes when we believe and accept Jesus' death as the payment for our sin is
truly amazing. We receive new life in Christ. We are born again to spiritual life 
the life of God. "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become
the sons of God" (John 1:12).

If you have not been born again by repenting of your sin and receiving Jesus
into your heart and life, I pray that you will do so now. The life He gives is free
and the power of that life will make you like all truly born again Christians who
forgive - you will be free of the bondage of anger. But we must stop convincing
ourselves, and others, that we have a right to be angry - that our self-righteous
anger is unselfish anger. The Bible does not mince words about our being
responsible for our anger and the thinking that causes it.

Here are just a few things that Scripture says

"He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than
he that taketh a city" (Proverbs 16:32). "Anger resteth in the bosom of fools"
(Ecclesiastes 7:9). "Make no friendship with an angry man ... lest thou learn his
ways and get a snare to thy soul" (Proverbs 22:24). "Let all bitterness, and wrath,
and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking be put away from you" (Ephesians
4:31). Then in Ephesians 4:26, it is summed up in a neat package - it says, "Be
ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath". Here, in one
sentence, we are told that unselfish anger is OK, but self-righteous anger must be
put away before the sun goes down. We will always be subject to the temptation
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of self-righteous anger, but a follower of Christ ~a Christian) must obey the
scriptural command to put it away before sundown. Otherwise, we raise a wall of
sin and fall away from that loving relationship with our Lord that is so necessary
to live a normal Christian life (see John chapters 14-17). In the Bible, Christians
are referred to as the Bride of Christ and are to have such a close relationship with
Him that we will be one with Him just as any bride becomes one with her husband
in the union of marriage (John 17:20-23). Anything less is less than a normal
marriage or a normal Christian life. Outside of a close relationship with our Lord,
we easily fall into self-righteous anger and that can make us weak and even sick
physically and emotionally. But there is a cure, and it is right there in the Bible.

Romans 12:2 says this: "Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind." The cure is a renewed mind - a change in the
attitude of our mind - a mind that is not self-centred and worldly but other-centred
and godly - a mind that is giving and receiving forgiveness. But that cannot
happen until we consciously forgive every person that we think has offended us
in any way. "For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you: but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses" (Matthew 6: 14-15). If this forgiveness is real, we will
have compassion for them as we recognize the pressures of life that caused them
to offend us. Then, we can set aside the resentment that defiles us and develop a
forgiving attitude toward everyone that we come in contact with. That, of course,
is more easily said than done, but the power to do it is available - the power to do
it resides in God's love. When we receive God's love, we receive the power of His
Holy Spirit. Then we are able to return God's love and love those He loves.

Going on in the Lord
As we receive more and more of God's love, we receive more and more of His
forgiveness (forgiveness is love). If we actively receive His forgiveness through
repentance and confession, we are not guilty anymore. Then the defilement of
guilt, fear, and resentment begins to dissolve. And then, self-righteous anger
dissolves and we are able to continue to forgive those who offend us. Out of the
ashes of hate, a loving relationship with our Lord begins to develop. As we
receive more and more of His love, we receive more and more of the power of
His Holy Spirit. The result is that we begin to bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit 
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self
control. That just does not leave any room for self-righteous anger. By the renewal
of our mind, we become healthy Christians that are able to receive God's
blessings and be a blessing to others. But there is a requirement. To receive God's
love or to receive anything from anybody, humility is necessary. Without
humility, it is not possible to receive anything or anyone with our heart. I believe
that is why Scripture commands us to humble ourselves under the mighty hand of
God (l Peter 5:6). If we are to receive God's loving forgiveness, we must admit
our need and then put down independence and pride, forgive those who have
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sinned against us, and cease to be angry after sundown. We must be willing to get
off the throne in the kingdom of self and depend on Jesus who is the King in the
Kingdom of God. Through a close, loving relationship with Jesus, we can cease
to be conformed to this world and be transformed by the renewing of our mind.
That sets our feet on the path that leads directly to the righteousness of God and
all the things He wants us to be in this life and the life to come.

---e---

• PHEBE OUR SISTER •

J. E. NORTH (Totton, Hants.)

"I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant
of the church which is at Cenchrea: That ye receive her in the Lord, as

becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need
ofyou: for she hath been a succourer of many, and of myselfalso"

(Romans 16:1-2)

THE Apostle Paul is drawing to the close of his epistle to the Romans. Probably
written about A.D. 58, he has been writing about the principles of the doctrine of
Christ. He has laid the foundation of the need of man as a sinner and of the
church's being justified freely in Christ Jesus our Lord. And now in conclusion,
he is sending his greeting to the church at Rome. "I commend Phebe " "Greet
Priscilla and Aquila ... likewise greet the church ... greet Mary Salute
Andronicus and Junia," etc. He then concludes with final words of warning
(verses l7ff.), giving them his benediction (verse 24) and concludes with a
doxology: "To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen"
(verse 27).

He is writing from the city of Corinth. The church at Corinth had come into
existence through the ministry of the Apostle Paul in that city. We read of this in
the book of Acts chapter 18. You will recall from Acts 17 that Paul, waiting for
his companions at Athens, had seen a city wholly given unto idolatry. He saw the
altar "to the unknown God" and preached on Mars Hill. "Him declare I unto you.
God that made the world and all things therein ... dwelleth not in temples made
with hands; neither is worshipped with men's hands" (Acts 17:23-25). "After
these things," we are told, "Paul departed from Athens and came to Corinth" (Acts
18:1). And there he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath day, persuading both
Jews and Gentile proselytes concerning the Lord Jesus Christ.

But now, the Church of the Corinthians, being centred at Corinth was a Church
fraught with problems, hence the need of the Apostle to write the two epistles
which, under the inspiration and preservation of the Holy Ghost, have survived,
having been written about A.D. 55.
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It is from this church that Paul pens his Epistle to the Romans and Phebe is
probably the one who is the messenger of the church who carries the epistle to the
elders at Rome. This is the only place where Phebe is mentioned in the New
Testament. We are told very little about her, but from what we are told, we can
build up a picture of this servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. Cenchrea is mentioned
twice in the New Testament. Here in Romans 16 and also in Acts 18:18 where we
read of Paul's leaving Corinth and departing to Ephesus. "He sailed thence into
Syria," possibly from Cenchrea, which was a port just a few miles from, but
connected with, Corinth, "and with him Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his
head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow." From thence he passed through Ephesus, via
Antioch to Cesarea, thus completing his second missionary journey.

There are four things that we can notice from these two verses about Phebe:
1. She was a sister; 2. She was a servant; 3. She was steadfast; 4. She was a
succourer.

1. She was a sister - "I commend to you Phebe our sister"
Of course, Paul is not here making reference to one who was his sister in the flesh,
born of the same parents, but to one who is a sister in the Lord Jesus Christ, a
Christian believer, one who has come to faith in Christ. Well, what do we know
of her?

Firstly, she was called of God. Her name implies that she was brought up as a
pagan. Phebe had been brought up in pagan Greece. She was given at birth this
name of Phebe which is the common name given to Artemis, the goddess of the
moon. She was dedicated to the moon, to the worship and service of Artemis by
her parents. But the Apostle Paul came to Corinth from Athens and preached
Christ. There was no small stir in the city through the preaching of the Gospel of
Christ. Paul recounts the vision that was given to him: " ... Be not afraid, but
speak, and hold not thy peace: for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to
hurt thee: for I have much people in this city" (Acts 18:9-10). And amongst this
"much people" was Phebe. Called of God; called by grace. She was amongst that
number who are described by Paul in 1 Corinthians 1:26-29: " For ye see your
calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty,
not many noble, are called: but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to
confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound
the things which are mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought
things that are: that no flesh should glory in his presence."

And, secondly, she was consecrated to God. No longer was she the servant
Artemis. No longer was she dedicated to the moon. She was now dedicated to the
service of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Consider for a few moments the moon. It is a piece of lifeless rock. It reflects
the light of the sun. It has no light of itself. It is cold. It has no heat. It has no
atmosphere. It has no water. What a poor deity to be dedicated to! The goddess
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of that which has no life! The goddess of that which has no warmth! The goddess
of that which is lifeless! The goddess of that which has nothing to refresh the
thirsty soul!

Oh, how many are dedicated and committed to such things today. They may not
be literally dedicated to the moon goddess, Artemis, but their lives are dedicated
to those things which are unable to satisfy the longing soul.

But there was a change in Phebe. She heard the Gospel of Christ. "For God,
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ"
(2 Corinthians 4:6). No longer was she blind. She had been brought to see the
Light of the world. The Sun of Righteousness had arisen with healing in His
wings, and she had become a committed disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. No
longer a pagan but now born into the family of God, and so Paul can describe her
as a sister - "Phebe our sister."

2. She is a servant - "1 commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant
of the church which is at Cenchrea"
The Greek word that is used here in the original is "Diakonos" from which we get
our word "Deacon". It is the same Greek word that is used in Matthew 20:28:
"Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give his life a ransom for many." To minister, that is, to be a servant. Phebe was
a minister of the church at Cenchrea. Obviously we do not consider that she was
one who had been called, ordained and set apart to the eldership of the local
congregation, but one who was in the service of the congregation. She would in
all probability have been one who instructed the young women of the
congregation in their family duties and in the things of God. She would probably
also have been of help to the elders in the same way that Martha ministered to the
Lord Jesus in the home at Bethany. But we do know this, that she was a woman
who was filled with the Holy Spirit. Acts 6: 1-7 speaks of the appointment of the
deacons in the Apostolic Church. The Grecian widows were being neglected in
the daily ministrations (and it is the same Greek word that is being used 
Diakonia) and this led to the establishment of the office of deacon and their
appointment. The Apostles had said, "It is not reason that we should leave the
word of God, and serve tables". They then laid down the criteria for the
appointment of the deacons (ministers, servants):

1. They were to be men of honest report, that is, upright in their dealings;
2. They were to be full of the Holy Ghost; and
3. They were to be men of wisdom. And all this just to serve tables!

Whilst Phebe was not in the office of deacon, because Paul used the same word
to describe her, the same criteria must have applied to her as applied to those in
the office of deacon. You know, there is no such thing as an inferior duty in the
church. All are important and to undertake any duty - whether it be the taking up
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the collection, or washing up after refreshments and a time of fellowship, or being
the caretaker of a place of worship or whatever, all are important duties
undertaken by the servants of the congregation and the same criteria apply. All
who undertake any duty must be of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and
possessed of wisdom. There is no such thing as an inferior duty in the Church.
Why? Because all is to be done to the honour and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Phebe was a sister and a servant.

3. She was steadfast
Phebe was in Rome for business. That was the purpose for which she had taken
her journey. The Apostle Paul took the opportunity of Phebe's visit to Rome to
send his epistle using her as the messenger, and, being entrusted with this letter,
she was steadfast in her duty to deliver it. When she reached Rome, after what was
probably a perilous journey, she sought out the saints of God. Priscilla and Aquilla
she knew. They had been at Corinth. She would have found them and delivered
the letter to the elders and then, and only then, did she go about her business.
Paul's request to the Roman believers was that they "receive her in the Lord, as
becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of
you". She went for business, but her priority was the delivering of the letter.
"Steadfast in the faith."

Now, how do we stand? Where is our priority? Paul, himself, was a tentmaker,
but that was used as a means to the end of preaching the Gospel of Christ. William
Carey, the pioneer missionary, used to say that he was a minister of the Gospel
and that he cobbled shoes to pay expenses. Should not that be our attitude?
Should we not submit to Christ our lives, our homes, our ambitions etc.? The
hymnwriter says:

"My talents, gifts, and graces, Lord,
Into Thy blessed hands receive;
And let me live to preach Thy Word,
And let me to Thy glory live;
My every sacred moment spend
In publishing the sinner's Friend."

4. She was a succourer - "For she hath been a succourer of many, and of
myselfalso"
The Greek word here for "succourer" is "Prostates" and literally means "one who
stands by in case of need". This is the position, for example of an athletic trainer.
Here in this verse the Apostle Paul is speaking out of a full heart of his own
experience: "She hath been a succourer of many, and myselfalso." She helped me,
he says. I was in need and she came to my help. What that need was, we do not
know, but again, hints are given. In Acts 18:18 we read, "And Paul after this
tarried there yet a good while" (that is, at Corinth), "and then took his leave of the
brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila; having
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shorn his head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow." Why did Paul enter into a vow
before the Lord? We are not told, but it may be that a particular situation had
arisen whilst he was at Cenchrea and there Phebe had come to his help. Again, in
2 Corinthians 1:9-10 we read, "For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of
our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above
strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: But we had the sentence of
death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth
the dead: Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we
trust that he will yet deliver us", and then in verse 11 he says, "Ye also helping
together by prayer". Paul was in trouble. Whether it was external factors, such as
the enmity of the Roman authorities to the Gospel or the plague of his own heart,
we know not, but Phebe was his help. "A succourer ... of myself also." She
would have been one of those who helped by prayer. We go on to read in that same
chapter that God delivered him, that the Lord continued to deliver him and he
trusted that "he will yet deliver us". He also speaks of "the gift bestowed upon us
by many persons ... " (verse 11). How Phebe was a succourer of many we are
not told but she was there as one who stood by the members of the body of Christ
at Corinth/Cenchrea and came to their help when needed.

Phebe was a sister, a member of the body of Christ. She was a servant of the
Church. She was steadfast in the things of God and lastly, she was a true helpmeet
to the brethren and sisters in the Church of Christ. How do we compare?

---e---

• OFTEN OVERLOOKED •

THE VISION OF OBADIAH

P. MU RCOTT (I sle of Man)

TO say that the Book of Obadiah is "often overlooked" is something of an
understatement. This book of just twenty-one verses, the shortest in the Old
Testament, is probably the least known both as to its content and where to find it.
Rarely is there a reading from it. Few, if any, will be able to recall a sermon from
it; and there is no verse of any hymn that has come to light with any reference to
it - not even from Charles Wesley.

Yet "all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness" 1 - which obviously
includes this small, but significant, portion of God's Word.

Dating the Prophecy

The book opens with the words: "The vision of Obadiah" - so let us begin by
asking who he was. Here we come up against a problem. Although there are
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twelve other people called Obadiah in the Old Testament, none of them appears
to be the prophet. Nor does he provide any direct clue as to when he wrote his
prophecy. Unlike Isaiah or Jeremiah, for example, he does not mention any king.

In the absence of such information, commentators have sought guidance from
the text itself. The two most popular choices are several centuries apart:

The first choice: The reign of King Jehoram. Some say that Obadiah was a
contemporary of Hosea, Joel and Amos, and point to his reference to the capture
of Jerusalem by "strangers".2 This is thought to mean the attack by the Philistines
and the Arabs against King Jehoram (849-842 B.C.) following his crushing of an
Edomite revolt against Judah, as recorded in 2 Chronicles 21: 8-10, 16-17, which
made Edom a bitter antagonist.3

The second choice: The fall of Judah 587 B.C. An alternative suggestion is
that Obadiahwas a contemporary of Jeremiah, and that his prophecy referred
in particular to the Babylonian destruction of Judah in 587 B.C. by King
Nebuchadnezzar. But those who disagree with this would say:

• it is very unlikely that the Babylonians cast lots for Jerusalem with anyone,
meaning that the reference in Obadiah 11 to the casting of lots must refer to
another incident; and

• it is very unlikely that the parts of Jeremiah 49, which bear comparison to
certain verses of Obadiah, were taken from a contemporary.4

Yet the fact remains that, in the absence of clear biblical authority, none can say
for sure when Obadiah lived. Suffice it to say that the evidence supporting the
case that his book was written long before Judah's final collapse is compelling.
As to whom he directed his prophecy there can be no disagreement: it was to the
land of Edom.

The Land ofEdom
Therefore, before we turn to the prophecy itself, some background information
about Edom is desirable.

Our starting point is with Jacob and Esau, and Esau's disposal of his birthright
for a mess of pottage. Edom, meaning red, was the name given to Esau;5 and the
land where he and his descendants lived was the "Red" land of Edom,6 so called
because of the red colour of its sandstone cliffs.

Throughout the centuries that followed, the hostility that existed between Jacob
and Esau was perpetuated by their respective descendants - the Israelites and
the Edomites.

A telling example is to be found in the incident where Moses, who was leading
the Israelites to the Promised Land, sought passage through Edom:

Moses' request refused
He had already been warned by God that the Edomites would be afraid of the
children of IsraeI,7 so he sent a carefully worded message to the Edomite king,8
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appealing to his good nature. In it, he related the hardship that had already
befallen the Israelites, and requested that "brother Israel" be permitted to pass
through the land, on the understanding that they would keep to the "king's
highway" and would not interfere with the country in any way.9

The request was refused in no uncertain terms. lO In response to a further
communication, the Edomites came out in full force to resist the Israelites,
compelling them to pass by from them. 11

This incident may be seen as a watershed. Those with a speculative frame of
mind might well raise the well-worn question "What if?" - What if the Edomites
had taken a different attitude to Moses' request and had granted it? The whole
course of the relations between the two nations might have been different. The
fact is that the relationship between Israel and Edam was a catalogue of ongoing
conflict,12 to which the prophecies and denunciations of various parts of
Scriptures against Edam testify, such as:

• the Psalmist's recollection of the Edomite derision when Jerusalem fell; 13 or

• the pronouncement of doom upon them by Amos for holding the Israelites as
slaves; 14 or

• their condemnation by Joel for mistreating them,IS and by Ezekiel for their
vindictiveness. 16

This is the background. But what can be said about the book of Obadiah? It
may be divided up as follows:

The Judgement of Edam

I I I
The Root cause The reasons for The results of
of Edam's sin God's judgment God's judgement

1. The root cause - pride
The root cause of the Edam's sin was pride. Obadiah identifies it in no uncertain
terms in verse 3: "The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee.... " He then refers
in poetic terms 17 to the geography of Edam, whose capital, Sela, or "Petra" in
Greek, was cut from the rock, was in a high place, and was very difficult to reach.
Hence the Edomites, feeling psychologically secure, were boasting: "Who shall
bring me down to the ground?"

Pride is humanity's perennial problem. It is -

• Pernicious in that it can readily masquerade as a virtue. Pride can wear
humility's cloak, as Charles Dickens brilliantly portrayed in the "ever so
'umble" Uriah Heep. It is -

• Rebellious as has been more than amply demonstrated in recent times in the
open challenges to the settled Word of God. It is -
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• Irrational - though you will never persuade a proud man of this. For
example, how can anyone reasonably believe that mortal man, whose earthly
span is but a shadow, can set himself up intellectually, let alone physically,
against Almighty God? It is-

• Devilish since it originated with one who not only sought to be greater than
God, but who well knows how to exploit the fatal flaw in every human heart.
Finally, those who are full of pride are, in fact, completely -

• Empty. You might compare its promises with an imposing tower without so
much as a staircase. Who, in his right mind, would want to climb it, let alone
think that, once up there, he could enjoy the view?

2. The reasons jor God's judgment
The reasons are set out in verses 10-14, consisting of a statement of wrongs over
a long period of time - past, present and yet to come. They are summarised in
what might be called the indictment of shame, slaughter and violence. Obadiah
cites instances of:

(i) Their collusion with Israel's enemies (verse 11)
This took a number of forms, both active and passive. Verse 11 cites an instance
of the latter where the Edomites simply stood by as Jerusalem was captured and
lots were being cast for it. Any notion that this could have been due to their fear
and desire for self-preservation has to be discounted; for Obadiah declares: "Even
thou wast as one of them."

(ii) Their shameful conduct (verses 12 and 13)
Verses 12 and 13 condemn their rejoicing, boasting and gloating over the
Israelites' distress when they were in dire straits, and their active participation in
the plunder of their property. Proverbs says of such conduct: "Rejoice not when
thy enemy falleth, and let not thy heart be glad when he stumbleth" (24: 17); and
"The tender mercies of the wicked are cruel" (12:10).

(iii) Their compounding o/the Israelites' misery (verse 14)
Not being content with scorn and derision, the Edomites sank even lower by
barring the Israelite refugees' escape routes, and by handing over any survivor to
the enemy.

This, then, is the catalogue of charges against Edom. This would be the track
record on which they would be judged.

3: The results ojGod'sjudgment
The outcome would be Edom's eventual destruction; though Obadiah did not see it.
In the post-exilic times, after 444 B.C., they were driven from their land by the
Nabataean Arabs, so that by New Testament times they lived in Idumaea, in the south
of Judah. In A.D. 70, their acts of treachery, as set out by Obadiah, were repeated.



130 The Gospel Magazine

The occasion was the Jewish revolt against Rome. Early historians tell how
the Idumaeans managed to enter Jerusalem, purporting to be sympathetic to the
Jewish cause. Once inside, they committed terrible deeds against the inhabitants.
When Rome eventually gained control, the Idumaeans (or Edomites) were
destroyed as a nation.

This is just an outline of the main part of Obadiah's prophecy, with verses 17
21 requiring separate consideration. He entered an unknown moment of history,
delivered his message as the true worshipper and servant of God, and then
disappeared from view. Some have commented that his prophecy is one of the
severest in Scripture; though that is no reason for ignoring it. It is better to be
warned than to wander off to destruction through ignorance.

The way ofholiness
Its essence is the inevitable consequences of complete hardness against God. 18
Neither does it conflict with the New Testament. Read, for example, the Parable
of the Unforgiving Servant, and note Christ's very solemn concluding words: "So
likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive
not everyone his brother their trespasses."19 Pride is at the root of every rebellion
against God. "A man's pride shall bring him low," warns Proverbs.2o But if we
just touch upon Obadiah, verse 17: "But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance,
and there shall be holiness.... "

How does one escape from pride's pernicious power? "Bow down thine ear,
and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart unto my knowledge."21
Confess your faults and failures; give your heart to God, through faith in Jesus
Christ. Love, serve, and follow Him as unreservedly as did His servants of old.
That is the way of deliverance and holiness. Grace, much grace, is needed to stay
faithful; but grace there is in abundance for the humble.22 Seek it, now and
always, as all God's servants have done - the well known, the lesser known, and
the virtually unknown, like Obadiah.

--e--

NOTES

1. 2Timothy 3:16.
2. Obadiah 11.
3. Amos 1:6 and 11, Joel 3: 19 and 2 Kings 8:20-22 refer to the same incident.

4. Note the following comparisons between certain verses in Obadiah and in Jeremiah: Obadiah verse
5 compared with Jeremiah 49:9; Obadiah verse 6 compared with Jeremiah 49:10.

5. Genesis 25:25 tells us that he was red when he was born; and when he asked for the red pottage,
Genesis 25:30 says: "Therefore was his name called Edom" (meaning "red").

6. See Genesis chapter 36.
7. See: Deuteronomy 2:4. Moses was also forbidden to engage in any form of conflict with them, since

God had given Mount Seir (in Edom) to Esau (Deuteronomy 2:5).
8. The Edomites had a king "before there reigned any king in Israel" (Genesis 36:31). Their names are

given in Genesis 36:31-39.
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9. Numbers 20: L4-17.

10. Numbers 20: L8.

11. Deuteronomy 2:8.

12. For example: 2 Kings 8:20-22 (the Edomite revolt against J<jng Joram (Jehoram»; 2 Chronicles
25:11-14 (the conflict between J<jng Amaziah of Judah (800-783 B.C.) and the Edomites ("the
children of Seir", verse 1L), which resulted in assimilating their gods and bowing down before them
(2 Chronicles 25: L4).

13. Psalm 137:7. (Would not this refer to Obadiah verse 12?)

14. Amos L:6, 9 and 11.

15. JoeI3:19.

16. EzekieI25:12-14.

17. His comment that they had set their "nest in the stars" (verse 4) is particularly picturesque.

18. See also the solemn warning of Proverbs 29: I.

19. See Matthew 18:21-35.

20. Proverbs 29:23.

21. Proverbs 22: 17.

22. James 4:6.

---e---

• PSALM 32 •
MAURICE HANDFORD (Poynton, Cheshire)

WHEN Martin Luther was asked which were the best psalms he replied "The
Pauline Psalms" and, being asked to name them, he gave the 32nd, 51st, l30th
and l43rd - these all belong to what we call the penitential psalms. The 32nd
psalm has been a favourite portion to many of God's people down the centuries,
including the great Augustine who had the first two verses painted on the wall
opposite his bed.

We are all familiar with the Beatitudes of the Sermon on the Mount. Here we
have two Old Testament Beatitudes affirming the blessedness of those whose sins
are forgiven. A careful reading of this portion of Scripture will reveal that there is
a wonderful progression in the psalm. Spurgeon says it begins with sin and ends
with salvation. It begins with a sigh and ends with a song.

There are six things to note in the psalm; six distinct steps of ascent.

Conviction

"Day and night thy hand was heavy upon me" (verse 4). God by various means
was dealing with David to bring him to a full and unreserved confession of
his guilt.

The first step heavenward is conviction of sin. John the Baptist began his
ministry with a summons to repentance. Our Lord Jesus Christ took up the same
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theme - "repent and believe the Gospel" (Mark 1: 15). Later He said of the Holy
Spirit that "when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin ... " (John 16:8).
The Apostle Paul, in giving a resume of his message to the elders at Ephesus, said
that he preached, both to the Jews and to the Greeks, "repentance toward God and
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21). Today this note of repentance is
often missing in the regular pulpit ministry as well as in evangelistic endeavours
- yet it is basic.

Confession
When there is deep conviction there will always be frank and open confession of
sin. So David said: "I acknowledged my sin unto thee ... " (verse 5). His sin is
spoken of three times: "transgression" (verse 1) - here the thought is of sin as a
trespass, the step over a known boundary; 2. "sin" (verse 1) - the missing of a
mark, an omission; 3. "iniquity" (verse 2) - that corruption of nature which we
call Original Sin.

David acknowledges himself to be a sinner by nature and by practice. How
thankful we should be for the Gospel promise, "if we confess our sins he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins ... ". A famous preacher once said that the
Holy Spirit makes a man a penitent long before He makes him a divine.

Remission
Forgiveness is such a wonderful thing that there are three words used here to
describe its fulness: "forgive" (verse 1) - speaking of something being removed
or lifted from us; "covered" (verse 1) - referring to the fact that sin has been put
out of sight; "not imputed" (verse 2) - that is, not being reckoned against us.
We have the New Testament assurance that God has made Him who knew no sin
to be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him (see
2 Corinthians 5:21).

Protection
(See verse 7.) David realises his utter weakness in the presence of his mighty foe.
Left to himself he will surely fall, so he casts himself on the Almighty Lord. He
rejoices in a threefold sense of security - "Thou art my hiding-place"; "Thou shalt
preserve me from trouble"; "Thou shalt compass me about ... ".

We, too, stand much in need of divine protection, and have need to pray the
Prayer Book Collect, "Keep us under the protection of Thy good providence".

Instruction
David realised not only his own weakness but also his profound ignorance. Here
is a further progression. God is not only able to forgive the past, He is able also
to direct the future. God's guidance is three-fold - note the words "instruct",
"teach", and "guide". He never makes a mistake, He is infinite in wisdom, and
never errs in judgment. We are exhorted in the Book of Proverbs, "In all thy ways
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acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy paths". Truly, "the steps of a good man
are ordered by the Lord" (Psalm 37:23).

In seeking guidance, we must watch against two extremes - we must not be
impetuous like the horse, nor stubborn like the mule - see verse 9.

Exultation
(See verse 11). We have now reached the topmost rung of the ladder, or, to change
the metaphor, here is the grand finale of the music. Again we have a threefold cord
- "be glad", "rejoice", "shout for joy".

We should notice that this joy is not for all and sundry, but for the righteous and
upright in heart. Even in the darkest day the Christian has something to be glad
about - something for which to praise God - see Habakkuk's confidence, in
chapter 3, verses 17 and 18.

---e---

• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL •

P. KING (Hailsham)

Chapter 3
ENDURE HARDNESS, AS A GOOD SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST

THE prophet's job description continues to unfold as the young priest begins to
realise the awesome task ahead of him. This will be no ordinary preaching to an
audience waiting for his words. They will all know what he is saying but shut their
ears to his words.

1. Eat the scroll. Verse 1 is a symbol (picture), meaning take in what you
are to be like, and what you are to say. The scroll was sweet, as all service for
the believer should be, but later came the bitterness when difficulties showed
themselves.

2. Go to your compatriots. The point is again made that the audience is the
Jews - same culture, same language. They could not excuse themselves by saying
the language was foreign, so they could not understand Ezekiel. It some ways it
might have been easier to go to foreigners, who may well listen to a stranger.
A prophet is not without honour except in his own country, and this was to be
Ezekiel's experience.

3. Brace yourself. Again Ezekiel is assured of God's help when facing the
arrogant exiles. All he had to do was to tell them what God had told him. Sounds
easy, but very few, if any, find it so. It has to be done with understanding and
compassion.

4. Arrival at Chebar. It is a dramatic arrival on the scene where the prophet is
to preach; yet he says nothing to them for seven days. Why? These people had
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come to the lowest point in their national history. Jerusalem was all but destroyed,
and they were in Babylon 1,000 miles away. It was no good some young
priest going in, "bull at a gate", and preaching to them. He had to get their ear
and confidence, so he says "I sat where they sat", that is, he identified himself
with them. Our Lord had some 30 years growing up among His people before
He preached, and the picture is for churches to call mature men to preach,
not novices.

5. Solemn responsibility. What a lesson to everyone who proclaims the Word
of God. There is no place for foolishness and jokes. Tell the truth, for if you do
not, you will be called to account. Ezekiel is called to be a Watchman (verse 17),
to warn the people. Verses 15-21 are a solemn warning to all preachers!

6. I will open your mouth. The preacher without God is tongue tied, but with
the Spirit he will have freedom to preach. The people's arrogant spirit will inhibit
Ezekiel so that he will need to look for fellowship elsewhere, not with them!

Lessons for our day

(a) Compassion is sometimes forgotten, by failing to understand the feelings of
the people, or to point out the need to repent.

(b) Ezekiel sat where the people sat, thus being available to guide and instruct.
A remote preacher cannot shepherd the congregation.

(c) The preacher [Pastor] has a responsibility to seek the good of the church,
despite the character differences. The Israelites were a difficult group but
Ezekiel could not use that as an excuse. Carry on, says God, and seek
fellowship where you can.

(d) All who are responsible in churches today need to realise they do the work
of God, but on the other-hand Christians have a responsibility to pray for
those who serve them in the Lord.

(e) The Pastor needs unwearied diligence, not lording it over God's heritage,
but the church also needs a loving spirit in response.

---e---

• EXPOSTULATION •

Part III

WILLlAM COWPER

What ails thee, restless as the waves that roar,
And fling their foam against thy chalky shore?
Mistress, at least while Providence shall please,
And trident-bearing queen of the wide seas -
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Why, having kept good faith, and often shewn
Friendship and truth to others, find'st thou none?
Thou that hast set the persecuted free,
None interposes now to succour thee.
Countries indebted to thy power, that shine
With light derived from thee, would smother thine.
Thy very children watch for thy disgrace,
A lawless brood, and curse thee to thy face.
Thy rulers load thy credit, year by year,
With sums Peruvian mines could never clear;
As if, like arches built with skilful hand,
The more 'twere press'd the firmer it would stand.

The cry in all thy ships is still the same,
Speed us away to battle and to fame.
Thy mariners explore the wild expanse,
Impatient to descry the flags of France:
But, though they fight as thine have ever fought,
Return ashamed without the wreaths they sought.
Thy senate is a scene of civil jar,
Chaos of contrarieties at war;
Where sharp and solid, phlegmatic and light,
Discordant atoms meet, ferment, and fight;
Where obstinacy takes his sturdy stand,
To disconcert what policy has plann'd;
Where policy is busied all night long
In setting right what faction has set wrong,
Where flails of oratory thresh the floor,
That yields them chaff and dust, and nothing more.
Thy rack'd inhabitants repine, complain,
Tax'd till the brow of labour sweats in vain;
War lays a burden on the reeling state,
And peace does nothing to relieve the weight;
Successive loads succeeding broils impose,
And sighing millions prophesy the close.

Is adverse Providence, when ponder'd well,
So dimly writ, or difficult to spell,
Thou canst not read with readiness and ease
Providence adverse in events like these?
Know then that heavenly wisdom on this ball
Creates, gives birth to, guides, consummates all,
That, while laborious and quick-thoughted man

135



136 The Gospel Magazine

Snuffs up the praise of what he seems to plan,
He first conceives, then perfects his design,
As a mere instrument in hands divine:
Blind to the working of that sacred power
That balances the wings of every hour,
The busy trifler dreams himself alone,
Frames many a purpose, and God works His own.
States thrive or wither as moons wax and wane,
E'en as His will and His decrees ordain;
While honour, virtue, piety, bear sway,
They flourish; and, as these decline, decay:
In just resentment of His injured laws,
He pours contempt on them and on their cause;
Strikes the rough thread of error right athwart
The web of every scheme they have at heart;
Bids rottenness invade and bring to dust
The pillars of support, in which they trust,
And do His errand of disgrace and shame
On the chief strength and glory of the frame.
None ever yet impeded what he wrought,
None bars him out from His most secret thought;
Darkness itself before His eye is light,
And hell's close mischief naked in His sight.

Stand now and judge thyself - Hast thou incurr'd
His anger who can waste thee with a word,
Who poises and proportions sea and land,
Weighing them in the hollow of His hand,
And in whose awful sight all nations seem
As grasshoppers, as dust, a drop, a dream?
Hast thou (a sacrilege His soul abhors)
Claim'd all the glory of thy prosperous wars?
Proud of thy fleets and armies, stolen the gem
Of His just praise, to lavish it on them?
Hast thou not learn'd, what thou art often told,
A truth still sacred, and believed of old,
That no success attends on spears and swords
Unblest, and that the battle is the Lord's?
That courage is His creature; and dismay
The post, that at His bidding speeds away,
Ghastly in feature, and his stammering tongue
With doleful humour and sad presage hung,
To quell the valour of the stoutest heart,
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And teach the combatant a woman's part?
That He bids thousands fly when none pursue,
Saves as He will by many or by few,
And claims for ever, as His royal right,
The event and sure decision of the fight?

Hast thou, though suckled at fair freedom's breast,
Exported slavery to the conquer'd East?
Pull'd down the tyrants India served with dread,
And raised thyself, a greater, in their stead?
Gone thither, arm'd and hungry, retum'd full,
Fed from the richest veins of the Mogul,
A despot big with power obtain'd by wealth,
And that obtain'd by rapine and by stealth?
With Asiatic vices stored thy mind,
But left their virtues and thine own behind?
And, having truck'd thy soul, brought home the fee,
To tempt the poor to sell himself to thee?

• To BE CONTINUED •

---.---

• NAMES WRITTEN IN HEAVEN •

STAN K. EVERS (Potton, Beds.)

137

HAVE you ever thought about Jesus' words in Luke 1O:20? In this verse, Jesus
says, "Rejoice, because your names are written in heaven". To whom did Jesus
speak these words? To seventy of His followers who He sent to preach and to
heal. They came back excited at their success; they had healed the sick and set the
demon-possessed free. Jesus is telling His disciples that success is not a ticket to
heaven - even some successful preachers will not enter heaven. On a previous
occasion, Judas joined the twelve apostles on a preaching and healing tour. But
Judas is certainly not in heaven (Luke 9:1-5; 10). Why? Because His name was not
on God's list. Is your name on His list? If not, heaven's door will remain closed
when you die, and hell's door will open for you. Let's ask three questions as we
explore this theme.

Question 1. Whose names are written in heaven?
The names of all who have asked God to forgive their sins. No one says, "My
name is written in heaven because I am good". Each one says, "I am a sinner but
the sinless Jesus died for me".
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Imagine several people standing at heaven's gate. "May I come in?" each one
asks. "Why should I let you in?" replies Christ. Someone replies, "Because I was
baptised" - no entry. Another person says, "Because I was confirmed" - no entry.
Listen to a third person who answers, "Because I confessed my sins to a priest" 
no entry. Will Christ let someone in who says, "I was immersed in water"? No
entry. Perhaps this man has a right of entry, "I sat at the Lord's Supper" - no entry.
Here comes another person. Surely, he will enter into heaven: "1 joined an
evangelical Bible-preaching church" - no entry.

Then a trembling sinner kneels before Christ and says, "I am a sinner but I
asked You to forgive me". "Come! Your name is written in heaven". Heaven's
door swings open!

If we could look at God's list of names in heaven, we would see included in the
names David the adulterer, liar and murderer, who repented of his vile sins; the
dying thief who said, "Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom";
the self-righteous Pharisee, Saul, who heard Christ's voice on the road to
Damascus. Then we would read the names of Lydia, the rich Jewish
businesswomen of Philippi, who heard Paul's preaching and the members of the
1st century Corinthian church. Some had been prostitutes, homosexuals, thieves,
alcoholics and con men (l Corinthians 6:9-11). God had written their names in
heaven! Our names are there too if we have repented of our sins and trusted in
Christ alone for salvation.

Question 2. When were these names written in heaven?

If you are a Christian, when did God write your name in heaven? You may
answer, "When I became a Christian", but you would be wrong. Jesus said, in the
parable of the sheep and goats, that on judgment day, He will say to believers,
"Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world" (Matthew 25:34). Before creation, God prepared a
kingdom for believers. Did God know who would believe? Yes, they believed
because He had already written their names in His book! The apostle Paul also
writes about what happened "before the foundation of the world" in Ephesians 1.
God chose us "that we should be holy" (verse 4). Why? Because that is what God
wanted to do!

"So if I am not on God's list of the chosen, then I cannot become a Christian,
so there's no point in attending chapel to hear sermons," you may argue. But you
would be wrong! Why? Because God commands you to turn from your sin and to
trust in Christ alone for salvation. Paul commanded the jailor in Philippi to
believe: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31).
Paul told the Athenians "God ... now commandeth all men everywhere to repent"
(Acts 17:30). Place alongside God's commands, Christ's gracious invitations and
promises. Here are two. "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28); "Him that cometh to me I will in no
wise cast out" (John 6:37).



The Gospel Magazine 139

Whose names are on God's list? The names of all who obey His commands and
who accept Christ's invitation. When did He write their names in his book?
Before time began!

Let me ask a third question -

Question 3. For how long are these names written in heaven?

God wrote the names of His elect in indelible ink; He cannot rub a name out!
God's register of names cannot be deliberately or even accidentally erased. I felt
sick when I lost an important database because the external hard drive connected
to my computer broke down. My sermon database contained the biblical texts and
themes preached on, when and where I preached those sermons, and where to find
the sermon notes on disk and folder. All gone! Of course, I should have kept a
copy of the database. God does not have computer problems!

The 18th century vicar, Augustus Toplady, a former editor of the Gospel
Magazine, wrote about "marks of indelible grace" in his hymn "A debtor to mercy
alone". Alluding to Isaiah 49:16, he wrote about names written on God's hand
rather than names in God's book.

"My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase,
Impressed on His heart it remains
In marks of indelible grace."

Are you a Christian? Then your name is in God's book for ever. Do you want
to become a Christian? Then, come to God, through Christ, at once and trust Him
alone for the pardon of sin. How do you come? Toplady tells us in another hymn:
"Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling".

---0---

JOHN'S GOSPEL

o It can be comprehended only by those who lean on the bosom of Jesus, and
there imbibe the spirit of John. Origen

• It is a voice of thunder, and yet more love-bewitching and elevating in its
influence than all the harmonies of music. Chrysostom

o It but pours forth the water of life John himself had drunk from the bosom of
Jesus in secret. Augustine

• Lt reveals the soul of Christ, the others seek rather to describe his body. Calvin
o The diamond amongst the Gospels, which reflects the glory of the God-head,

even in the crown of thorns. Lange
o A river deep enough for an elephant to swim, with shallows where a lamb

may wade. Owen

o It is the noiseLess completion of the inner and holier places of the temple of
faith. Alford
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• BOOK REVIEWS •

G.F.H.H.

P.S.K.

Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, In a day when most evangellcals have abandoned the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most baoks, we try to warn
readers by stating if the baok uses another version of the Bible.The position of the Gospel Magazine
remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, In beautiful and fonnatlve English. That we
name another translation does not mean we endorse It.

Daily Prayers. F. B. Meyer. Eds.Anne and David Calhoun. Christian Heritage imprint. Christian
Focus Publications. pp. 370, hardback. 0.99. ISBN I 845502876.

F .B. Meyer was a prolific writer and preacher in the last half of the 19th century and the first
quarter of the 20th. His national standing as a leading Nonconformist was shown by his being one
of three main speakers at the celebration of the tercentenary in 191 I of the publication of the
Authorised Version - the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Prime Minister and F. B. Meyer.

This book of Daily Prayers (except for 29th February) was first published in 1913 but "the
language of most of the prayers has been slightly altered to conform to modern style", by the
editors.They have also changed some of the prayers "more substantially to provide greater clarity
and usefulness".Without the original volume or examples it is not possible to gauge the extent of
these changes, but "you" and "your" are used throughout instead of the more likely "Thee, Thou,
Thy" of 1913. Meyer had congregations of thousands and meetings of up to 800 working-class men
as well as 5 million copies of his books in print in 1929, so clarity and usefulness does not seem to
have been a difficulty then.

This edition is strongly bound with wipe-clean covers. but is slightly too big for most pockets or
handbags.The prayers vary between 3 and 9 lines in very clear print. two to a page, and range widely
over adoration and praise, confession of sin and weakness, thanksgiving and petitions to meet
needs, and contain many familiar Scripture words and phrases: "smoking flax shall he not quench";
"door of my lips", "newness of life", and so on, and they provide a direction and framework for the
reader to use in his own words.

David: Man of Prayer; Man of War. Waiter Chantry. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 304,
hardback. £ 12.50. ISBN 978 0 85151 953 I.

"We love this man for shOWing us how to ... draw near to the Lord in trust and devotion." So says
the Introduction to this well presented book of selected incidents from the "Man after God's own
heart". Thirty-five events in the life of the "sweet psalmist of Israel", written to the glory of God
and the teaching of Christians today. So many occasions illustrate the character of the young
shepherd boy who became the greatest king in Israel, contrasting his strengths and his weaknesses.

The ESV of the Bible is used for quotations. The book is recommended for all those who wish
to deepen their understanding of Scripture, David's personal life, and the graciousness of God who
called us into His kingdom.

Temptation. John Owen. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. I 18, paperback. £5.00. ISBN 978 0
85151 947 O.

John Owen is, perhaps, the most difficult of the English Puritans to read. Any effort, therefore, to
make his works more readily available to the "man in the pew" is to be welcomed.

We have in this small volume an easy to read version of Owen's treatise, "Of Temptation: The
Nature and Power of it", which is to be found in volume six of Owen's collected works, also
published by the Banner ofTruth Trust.The treatise itself is an exposition of Matthew 26:41 :"Watch
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation."
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D.L.J.

The original has nine chapters but this edition has been divided into twenty-three short chapters
each of a few pages. The book is easy to follow and could be used as an aid to one's own private
devotions.

In the first eleven chapters Owen explains what temptation is, and the general nature of
temptation. The remainder of the book considers the means of the Christian's preservation in the
hour of temptation and the means a Christian is able to use to counteract the temptations of Satan.
It is a useful and practical book to give to young people and new Christians who would be phased
at being given the full version of the treatise, although established Christian believers would do well
to read it.

While there are some who, no doubt, question the wisdom of editing and re-writing Owen, I
welcome the publication of such books like this as a means of giving old books a new life.

J.E.N.

The Hand of God - the comfort of having a sovereign God. Frederick S. Leahy.
The Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. 224, paperback. £6.00. ISBN 0 85151 944 X.

This latest book by Frederick S. Leahy, a minister in the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland,
proved to be his last, written just before his death in 2006. It is a worthy successor to his earlier
volumes. The author sets out, in ten chapters, the "hand of God" in working out His purposes in
the world and in the lives of believers. The subject of Creation is competently dealt with, and the
myth of "Evolution" exploded.The sovereignty of God is given a thorough treatment. The Kingdom
of God is shown to be a present reality; God reigns!

Many excellent quotations are given, being carefully selected and most apt. There is a helpful
"Epilogue" and an Appendix, the latter of which is particularly informative.This is a superb book in
all respects and is highly recommended.

The Cross: The PUlpit of God's Love. lain H. Murray. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 36,
paperback. £ 1.75. ISBN 9780 85151 974 6.

This booklet is an addition to a series of titles already in print and consists of chapter 4 of his "The
Old Evangelicalism".

Through his own comments and numerous quotes from other authors, the writer seeks to guide
preachers as to the correct expounding of the atonement on biblical principles, drawing attention
to possible faulty understanding of the topic. R.S.

Justified in Christ. Ed. K. Scott Oliphant. Mentor Imprint. Christian Focus Publications.
pp. 309, paperback. £ 11.99. ISBN 978 I 84550 246 I.

An Athenian spirit pervades the churches today.There is always a seeking of some new thing (Acts
17:21). Not satisfied with the Protestant Doctrine of Justification by Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
alone, there has been in recent years a re-examination by Evangelical Protestant theologians of that
very doctrine. Martin Luther describes the doctrine of Justification as the article by which the
church stands or falls. Notwithstanding this, there has been a "discovery" of new perspectives on
the Pauline doctrine. This writer wonders why there has been a clamour to discover new
perspectives on Paul's (the true and Scriptural) doctrine of Justification by faith. Could it be that
this has arisen as a follow-up to the Evangelicals and Catholic discussions of a few years ago and a
"via media" is being sought whereby Evangelicals and Roman Catholic theologians can meet on the
same level? Would they dismiss Martin Luther and Calvin? And like the main stream ecumenists
come to the conclusion that the Reformation was a mistake?

However, the question still remains: How is a man justified and made right in the sight of God?
Is it by faith in Christ alone or by Christ and something else?
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j.E.N.

R.S.

This book seeks to examine this question in the light of the new perspectives. It has been
prepared by the faculty ofWestminsterTheological Seminary and includes chapters on "Union with
Christ and Justification" by Lane Tipton, "Calvin's Development of the Doctrine of Forensic
Justification" by Peter Lillback, "Covenant Faith" by K. Scott Oliphant, "Pastoral Implications" by
J. Stafford Carson. A large part of the book is given over to a republication of "The Imputation of
Adam's Sin" by the late Professor John Murray.There is also an introduction by Sinclair B. Ferguson
on the present crisis within the churches vis-a-vis the doctrine of Justification.

This is a book for ministers and theologians.The minister of the Gospel should preach and teach
the traditionally received Protestant doctrine. Bringing matters discussed in this book to the
attention of congregations may lead to confusion and overthrow the faith of some.

For those who wish to pursue this study this book is to be welcomed. The writers are able
theologians and they write with the conviction that the Scriptures ofTruth are the only guide and
infallible standard in the matters of faith and practice.

Sickness, Suffering and Scripture. David Leyshon. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 79,
paperback. £5.00. ISBN 978 0 85151 971 5.

Should a Christian expect a healthy and trouble-free life? As some would teach that this should be
so, and as science claims to find more and more cures, the author seeks to bring aspects of what
the Bible teaches on the subject for study.

Here are I3 passages of Scripture, followed by a quote from Christian men of note, a comment
by the author and finally questions for personal or group consideration, compactly and helpfully
brought together within a book which will fit into pocket or handbag.A thoughtful introduction for
any who, thus far, have not given serious thought to the topic. Quotations are from the English
Standard version of 200 I.

Lectures to My StUdents. C. H. Spurgeon. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 91 I, hardback.
£ 19.00. ISBN 978 0 85151 966 I.

Previously published as four separate volumes, the Banner of Truth Trust has brought together the
whole of C. H. Spurgeon's Lectures to My Students into one volume. Whilst they are easily to be
obtained on the second-hand market, it is useful to have them all together in one volume, especially
in a well produced and newly typeset book. The last section of the book (pages 653-91 I) is the
valuable Commenting and Commentaries.

When the first volume of lectures was published in 1875, D. A. Doudney, then Editor of the
Gospel Magazine, wrote: "If asked for our opinion of this book, in brief, here it is: MATIER-OF
FACT! Very rarely do we read a book through, but this we have done with the deepest possible
interest. It is worthy of world-wide circulation and a most attentive perusal, inasmuch as it is full of
instruction" (Gospel Magazine, 1876, page 614). It is interesting to note that after Spurgeon's death,
David Doudney quoted what he had written of him in the 1856 volume of this magaZine: "He has,
we doubt not, been raised up of God to do a great work. He is the WHITEFIELD of our age; and
would to God we had many WHITEFIELDS.... " (Gospel MagaZine, 1892, page 175).

Spurgeon himself gives us the origin of these lectures:"My college lectures are colloquial, familiar,
full of anecdote, and often humorous: they are purposely made so, to suit the occasion. At the end
of the week I meet the students, and find them weary with sterner studies, and I judge it best to
be as lively and interesting in my prelections as I well can be.... " (page xiii). Some of the lectures
are of more value than others. Those that deal with the personal religious life of the minister, the
call to the ministry and the work of the Holy Ghost in the ministry, etc., are worthwhile. Other
lectures which deal with the art of illustration, etc., are of interest but should not be taken as a
standard rule in preaching. The man called to the work of the ministry of the Gospel is taught by
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no man but by the Holy Ghost alone to preach. It is that teaching which is essential. Read this book
by all means, and learn from it, but do not use it as an infallible guide. J.E.N.

What the Bible Teaches About Worship. Robert L. Dickie. Evangelical Press. pp. ISS,
paperback. £6.95. ISBN 9780 85234 659 4.

Written from a pastor's concern for his people and for the church at large, this is a book both to
thrill and encourage the heart of the Christian reader.

Dealing with the subject of worship and, as the title says, it is "what the Bible" has to say "about
worship", the author takes us to chapters four and five of the book of the Revelation which is
descriptive of "Throne-room worship"; that is, the worship of heaven itself. Public worship here
upon earth is to be a reflection of that worship. As he expounds these two chapters of the
Revelation, Pastor Dickie points out the ingredients of that "Throne-room Worship" - first of all
that it is God-centred (pages 22-29), it is praise (pages 30-34), that it is "focused on the finished
work of Christ (pages 35-38), ete. Whilst worship "is music" (pages 39-44), the author warns" ...
we are reaping the consequences of an entire generation having been raised to think that the
manifest presence of God is associated with emotional services.While music will stir our emotions
and lead us to truth and to praise, we must be wary of emotionalism" (page 42). The second part
of the book considers "the departure from throne-room worship". Here he warns, "[what the]
Churches that are injecting ... new innovations into their worship services and are even replacing
the preaching of the gospel with them are really saying [is] that they have lost faith in the Gospel
of Jesus Christ to be the power of God unto salvation" (page 94). The third part of the book
considers the steps to recovering "Throne-room worship". The book concludes with some
practical hints to the reader.

The book is well written and sermonic in style. The Scripture quotations are mainly from the
AuthorisedVersion with one or two taken from other versions. This is a useful book written in an
easy to read format. It can be read by both "conservative" Christians and given to those who
espouse a more modern approach to the worship of Almighty God. J.E.N.

A Bruised Reed - the Life and Times of Anne Steele. J. R. Broome. Gospel Standard
Trust Publications. pp. 383, hardback. £ 17.50. ISBN 978 I 897837 18 4.

This is a well-written biography of Anne Steele, the 18th century Particular Baptist hymnwriter.
Mr. Broome tells us his interest in Anne Steele originated in 1964 when he was given two volumes
of her hymns which had. been published in 1760. He arranged the republication of these hymns
through the Gospel Standard Trust Publications in 1967.This in turn led to contact with members
of the Steele family and also access to many of the Steele family papers, including much unpublished
material.

We follow the origins of the various Particular Baptist congregations of the HampshirelWiltshire
borders, including the church at Broughton where Anne Steele's great-uncle was the pastor and
where William Steele, Anne's father, was to become the pastor. The Steele family is meticulously
traced and by means of reference to original materials, we trace almost the daily life, not only of
Anne. but also other members of the family. The Steele family had built up a prosperous timber
business and through this had become farmers and wealthy landowners.

As the title would suggest,Anne herself was one who suffered for most of her life with ill health,
suffering from "the ague" - tertian malaria [marsh fever] (page 78). "There is no doubt that Anne
Steele suffered from malaria for most of her life ... the consequences of which would have been
anaemia, weakness, lassitude and a proneness to other infections" (page 79).We follow her grief on
the death of her fiance by drowning, and her refusal of a proposal of marriage from Benjamin
Beddome, the pastor of Bourton Particular Baptist Church.
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Anne wrote her hymns for the use of the congregation of the Broughton Particular Baptist
Church. "In the writing of her hymns, Anne Steele was shaped in the school of [Isaac] Watts," writes
the author (page 159). When Anne was composing her hymns and poems, hymn singing amongst
non-Conformists was a relatively new experience for the churches. But the depth both of doctrine
and experience expressed by Anne in her hymns is hardly to be surpassed. Whilst congregations
continue to sing hymns, her well-known hymn on the Scriptures, "Father of Mercies in Thy Word,
What endless glory shines! ... ", as well as many of her other hymns, will continue to be used in
public worship.

Her hymns, poems and prose works are reproduced as Parts Two to Four of this volume. There
are three useful appendices which include, at appendix two, a sermon by William Steele. The book
is well produced and well illustrated. We thoroughly recommend this book to the readers of the
Gospel Magazine.

The Beauty of Holiness. The Book of Leviticus Simply Explained. Philip H.
Eveson. Evangelical Press. pp. 416, paperback. £ I0.95. ISBN 978 0 85234 640 2.

This further volume in the "Welwyn Commentaries" series of commentaries on the Scriptures is
to be welcomed. This volume seeks to explain the Book of Leviticus in simple terms and apply its
teachings to the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Leviticus is not the easiest of the books of
Scripture to explain. But "beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He Desus] expounded unto them
in all the scriptures the things concerning himself" (Luke 24:27) - as Jesus spoke to those two
disciples on the Road to Emmaus He must have spoken from and applied the Book of Leviticus.
All Scripture is profitable for instruction and therefore Leviticus can only be ignored to our
spiritual loss.

Philip Eveson, minister of Kensit Evangelical Church and Principal of the London Theological
Seminary, brings the reader face to face with the holiness of the Triune God and with the Lord Jesus
Christ in the Gospel of grace. Mr. Eveson is also the author of the Welwyn Commentary on
Genesis. He uses the Revised Authorised Version of the Scriptures (the New King James Bible) and
the English Standard Version. It is a useful addition to this series of commentaries and can be read
alongside Bonar's Exposition of Leviticus.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we
regretfully are not in a position to supply your requirements.

Matters to do with the contents of The Gospel Magazine should be sent to:
The Rt. Rev. fdward Malco/m, 15 Bridge Street, Knighton, Powys LD7 IBT.Te/. 01547528815.

Only subscriptions and advertisements should be sent to the Secretary (details opposite).
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