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• EDITORIAL • 

Old Series 
No. 2673 

THE Papal Visit, planned for 16th to 29th September, is reported by the Protestant 
Alliance as the first by a Pope since that of John Paul II in 1982. Our Queen will 
receive him in the Palace of Holyroodhouse, and the invitation given was by the 
last Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Gordon Brown. Pope Benedict is due to beatify 
John Henry Newman, hold an open air mass in Glasgow, a prayer vigil in London, 
and to give a "major speech" in the Westminster Hall in the Houses of Parliament. 
The theme is the relations between the churches and the major faiths. The cost, 
part of which will fall on the taxpayer, is expected to be some £15 million, plus 
policing costs. The real cost will be the further moral disintegration of our 
national life. We have not yet reached the bottom. 

The Gospel Magazine is deeply opposed to the visit, as it calls in question the 
whole Reformation, and our very existence, Protestant since its inception. Our 
copperplate handwritten Indenture or Trust Deed of 1906 states: "Whereas ... 
"The Gospel Magazine and Protestant Beacon, which was established in the year 
One thousand seven hundred and sixty six for the maintenance of the distinctive 
doctrines of The Gospel of the Grace of God as revealed in the Holy Scriptures 
and for the furtherance of the principles of the Protestant Reformation . .. " 

That is clear enough. The reasons we oppose this visit are not that the present 
Pope was a member of the Hitler Youth, usually excused by, "everyone did it", 
although we note that seventy faithful Protestant Pastors were put to death in one 
day by Hitler for standing firm. We also note that the then Pope, Pius XII, never 
excommunicated Hitler until 1942, when a baby could see who would win the 
war. He never excommunicated Mussolini until he was safely dead. Nor is the 
reason that the Pope, then a Cardinal, was responsible for Roman Church order, 
and there are documents signed by him showing he was in the cover-up of the 
terrible abuses by priests of children entrusted to their care. 
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No, our reason is that this is a deliberate attempt to undo the Protestant 
Reformation, and replace it by Romanism. That has proved an illusory goal. 
When the Reformation is undermined, the gainer is not Rome, but the 
Enlightenment. In spite of all Rome does, the numbers of RCs continues in sharp 
decline. Did you know that Wolverhampton and Birmingham laid on extra trains 
every few minutes to take the crowds to see the Pope in Coventry in 1982? And 
that later the railway authorities admitted, under questioning, that the trains ran 
almost empty and a large loss was incurred? No, in spite of all the media can do, 
the Pope is unlikely to get far in Britain. 

Rome may seem the upholder of decency and family values, but in reality this 
is not so. The reason is it does not stand where the Bible stands to fight. Do you 
remember that in 1939 the French had the "Maginot Line", guaranteed to hold 
back the might of any German attack on France? The British tommies called it, 
rather bitterly, "the imaginary line", as it proved totally ineffective and left them 
exposed and having to retreat to Dunkirk. That is the Roman line on morality -
an imaginary one based on Church pronouncement, not the Bible. The Bible has 
drawn the only line in the sand that holds firm, "hitherto and no further' '. All the 
other man-made lines just get moved at convenience and prove the stepping 
stones to further moral retreat and decay. It would be easy to produce almost 
endless recent examples. No, the godless Enlightenment has reaped the .. benefits" 
of the breakdown of the Reformation. 

What are these "benefits"? They are all' the chaos in society you see around 
you - the breakdown of . moral standards especially of the family, the huge 
increase in drugs and the stupendous increase in the drink trade, the huge 
increase in nightclubs, plus the whole idea that there is no such thing as a definite 
right and wrong, but that both are "insights". Add to that the blurring of all 
distinctions of class, dress, gender, and of religion. Then consider God's plain 
judgments upon our "enlightened" society. We interpret from the biblical 
examples of Kings, Chronicles and the Prophets, how God judges a land. We see 
the state of the churches, the parliamentary mess, the banking breakdown, the oil 
slick, the ash cloud, the rule of children over adults, the rule of women over men, 
the multiplication of rulers, the shutting up of our teachers [of the Truth] into 
comers, the coming up of heathendom upon us like the frogs of Egypt and 
the nation turning to Islam. All this will only grow worse when fuelled by a 
papal visit, like petrol on a bonfire. You may ask, "But why link the papal visit 
and all this?". 

The only way into heaven, and all true freedom and moral order, is by the grand 
old doctrine of Justification by faith, as Luther saw afresh, "the just shall live by 
faith". Both Rome and the godless Enlightenment deny God's way of salvation. 
God's truth is replaced by evil man-made laws, enforced at the expense of 
freedom, and leading only to ruin in society. The gates of heaven seem to stand 
ajar with few entering, whilst the maw of hell is opened wide and being filled. 

Brethren, pray. 
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"We must fight the Lord's battles against this giant error, 
whichever shape it takes; and so must we do with every error that 

pollutes the Church" 

C. H. Spurgeon 

111 

WE must have no truce, no treaty with Rome. War! War to the knife with her! Peace 
there cannot be. She cannot have peace with us - we cannot have peace with her. 
She hates the true Church; and we can only say that the hatred is reciprocated. We 
would not lay a hand upon her priests; we would not touch a hair of their heads. Let 
them be free: but their doctrine we would destroy from the face of the earth as the 
doctrine of devils. So let it perish, 0 God, and let that evil thing become as the fat of 
lambs. Into smoke let it consume: yea, into smoke let it consume away. 

We must fight the Lord's battles against this giant error, whichever shape it takes; 
and so must we do with every error that pollutes the church. Slay it utterly; let none 
escape. "Fight the Lord's battles." Even though it be an error that is in the Evangelical 
Church, yet must we smite it. 

I love all those who love the Lord Jesus Christ; but, nevertheless, I cannot have any 
truce, any treaty with divers errors that have crept into the church, nor would I have 
you regard them with complacency. We are one in Christ; let us be friends with one 
another, but let us never be friends with one another's error. 

If I be wrong, rebuke me sternly; I can bear it, and bear it cheerfully; and if ye be 
wrong, expect the like measure from me, and neither peace nor parley with your 
mistakes. Let us all be true to one another, and true to Christ; and as soon as 
we perceive an error, though it be but as the shadow of one, let us root it out and 
drive it from us, lest it plague the whole body, and put leprosy into the entire fabric 
of the church. 

No peace with sin, no peace with falsehood. War, war, war without deliberation: 
war for ever with error and deceit! 

---·---

• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

"Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, and came 
to the vineyards of Timnath: and, behold, a young lion roared against him. 

And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would 
have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand" (Judges 14:5-6) 

SAMPSON means "sun", and so some see him as folklore about the strength of 
the sun, which was widely worshipped in the ancient world, especially in Egypt. 
We Christians see him as a type of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is quite true, but 
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some of Sampson's life hardly bears comparison with the purity of Christ. The 
best way to see him is like the apostle Paul says: "For whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for our learning, that we, through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures might have hope." 

I was asked when visiting yesterday by a grandmother to answer the questions 
of a bright seven-year-old grandchild which she could not manage. The first was, 
"Is there a God?" That is a normal question by children today, but the second
remember he is only seven- was "How do we know that the Bible is true?". That 
must have been put into his little mind. How do we know the story of Sampson is 
true? The answer must be that the Holy Spirit has taught us so, but we are quite 
prepared to give good reasons for our belief. 

Reasons for the hope that is in us 
The Sea People, some of whom were Philistines, invaded the south of Canaan and 
first of all attacked Egypt. Ramses III flung them back in 1194 BC. They then 
settled in Gaza, thus joining the earlier Minoan settlers, the Philistines of 
Abraham's day. These then troubled Israel. God help us to learn from that. Britain 
has, like Israel, sinned greatly. One great sin is denying life to our own unborn 
children. God has replaced those children by the children of strangers. God put a 
thirst in others, especially the Muslim peoples, to do anything and go to any 
lengths to settle in Britain and raise their mega-mosques. The judgment fits the 
crime. We have other nations' young people supporting our old age, having got 
rid of our own. 

Sampson's time in the period of the Judges tallies well with Egyptian 
descriptions of that exact time. There is a description of an Egyptian envoy 
travelling through Syria and Canaan. It describes the roads of Canaan as 
overgrown with oaks, cypresses and cedars that were very tall, thereby making 
travel rather difficult, with many lions, robbers and thieves. It shows the land as 
in an unsettled state, and that the writer knew a lot about the geography of 
Canaan. Perhaps, most significantly, the story reflects the situation in the time 
described in Judges: "Every man did that which was right in his own eyes." 

Failure through compromise 

The troubles Israel went through from Egypt and the Philistines and other 
surrounding nations, were used by God to awaken Israel out of a deep sleep of 
apostasy. Oh, do not think Israel ever gave up worshipping Jehovah. No, but they 
worshipped Him through the gods around them. They mixed God with idols in 
spiritual adultery. That apostasy paved the way for powerful nations to oppress 
Israel. When they repented, leaders were raised up and the nation was delivered 
from the oppressors. 

The result of Philistine oppression on Israel was that the heart went out of 
things. Sin leads to demoralization. That accounts for Sampson's great strength, 
for God sent a leader, but the people were so disheartened that they would not 



The Gospel Magazine 113 

follow him. So God made Sampson able to save single-handed, and that is where 
Sampson is like the Lord Jesus Christ, of whom Isaiah wrote: "I have trodden the 
winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me .... And I looked, and 
there was none to help; and I wondered there was none to uphold; therefore mine 
own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury it upheld me." 

As it was with Israel in Sampson's day, so in ours, the heart has gone out of the 
churches. The Philistines took away all Israel's weapons made of iron. Our earthly 
defences have been removed by our long period of compromise. We gave away 
our own safeguards, our spiritual heritage, and now by law we are not allowed 
weapons with which to fight homosexuality and Islam and the rest. Lord, give us 
heart to stand with Christ. 

God does not tolerate that situation 
Psalm 125:3 says: "For the rod of the wicked shall not rest upon the lot of the 
righteous." How did God set about it? In a valley opposite the Philistine 
stronghold of Beth Shemesh, "the house of the sun", or "brightness", Manoah and 
his wife lived. The angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and told her she 
would conceive and bear a son, and he would be a Nazarite to God. In Numbers 
6 it says a Nazarite must abstain from wine, allow his hair to grow long, never 
allowing a razor to touch it, and he must abstain from the defilement, never 
touching a dead body. So Sampson was born, and his parents called him "sun" 
or "brightness". 

He was no ordinary lad, for the Spirit of the Lord began to move him mightily 
in the camp of Dan, his tribe. When God acts, "though we walk after the flesh, we 
do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds;) casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God," says 2 Corinthians 10:3-5. God dealt with the situation by raising up a man 
of great faith - Sampson. 

The Lord seeks an occasion against His enemies 
Living amongst the Philistines as he did, the young man saw a daughter of the 
Philistines in Timnath, and went and told his horrified parents, "Get her for 
me; for she pleaseth me well". But what the parents did not know was "that 
it was of the Lord, that he sought an occasion against the Philistines". They knew 
the Law of God forbad such a marriage, and that God had a special purpose 
for their son, so they objected strongly. But God was using this sinful act for 
His own perfect plan. God never changes, and He works today in the ways He 
worked then. 

This is how God works 
Sampson's parents were too old to resist him, so the trio set off down to Timnath, 
to ask the father of the girl for her hand in marriage, Sampson leading. They were 
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passing through the vineyards where foxes and jackals had their earths, and so 
where lions went to hunt them. Suddenly there stood before him a young lion. The 
word does not mean a cub, but a prime one in its full grown strength; literally, "a 
lion of lions". And it roared against him. It seemed Sampson was doomed, for 
how could a man either run from or overcome such a fearsome beast? That is how 
God works, to confront us with a danger that should annihilate us, beyond human 
resource to deal with. We cannot run or fight. 

We must do what Sampson did 

What Sampson did then is what we are to do now. He did not flee, nor parley 
under the influence of God's Holy Spirit. And if we have God's Holy Spirit, we 
will do the same. Without hesitation Sampson threw himself upon the mighty 
beast and tore it. The picture we grew up with on the treacle tin was of a man with 
both hands in the lion's mouth, tearing its jaws apart. However, going by the 
stories of this feat among the ancients, what he actually did was seized it and 
throw it with a mighty throw upon its back and, grasping the massive hind legs, 
forced them apart, splitting the beast in two, so ripping opening its belly and 
breaking its rib cage apart from end to end. In this Sampson is a type of Christ 
who leaped upon sin, death and hell, and Satan, and tore them apart. Lord, deal 
with our fears and help us to do likewise. 

Do you notice the Bible says "and he had nothing in his hand"? The Philistines 
had overplayed their hand in removing all the weapons in the land. The spirit of 
the Lord did not need them. This is how the Christian fights, throwing himself 
unhesitatingly upon the enemies of the Lord. By faith he tackles lust and all that 
wars against the soul, with no human weapon, totally reliant upon the Holy 
Spirit's power. Revelation 12:11 says: "And they overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto 
the death." 

It all works out for the good of God's people 

The Bible says that Sampson returned and found bees and honey in the carcass, 
and went along eating the honey. So at his marriage he put forth a riddle to the 
young men, his Philistine companions: "Out of the eater, came forth meat, and out 
of the strong came forth meat." They got the answer by threatening his wife who 
so badgered Sampson that he told her the riddle. They then claimed their wager 
of thirty changes of raiment, which Sampson got by going out and killing thirty 
Philistines. They then burned his wife. God allows wickedness and lions to further 
His cause. "Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: and the remainder of wrath 
shalt thou restrain." 

Over the years I have seen that Christians who act without hesitation, when 
faced with a right and a plain wrong alternative, land on their feet. Maybe in the 
midst of trouble, but God brings them through. Those who hesitate, prevaricate, 
and reason it all out, end up nowhere spiritually. There is a holy violence about 
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the kingdom of heaven. By careful forethought you may have comforts, safe 
positions, do well for yourself, and the praises of men. But the honey is in the 
hands of the bold who launch out in faith without a second thought. 

The Rev. S. W. Saker told me that as a very young surveyor in the great 
depression, when jobs were as scarce as gold dust, he worked for a dishonest man. 
One day the man told him to falsify a report. Without hesitating a moment, he 
refused. The man said: "There are your cards; you are fired." He said: "I walked 
down those steps with almost no money in my pocket, without any prospect of 
work, not even the train fare home. Next door was another Estate Agent, and so I 
went in and asked if there was any work? The man said, yes, he was just looking 
for a surveyor. And," said Mr. Saker, "he was honest, and I was far happier with 
him and better paid than with my former employer, and the job lasted until the 
depression was over." 

Every unbeliever who hears Christ's call to follow Him, and does not obey 
outright at that moment is in great danger. Flee from the wrath to come. Lot 
hastened his wife but she looked back and became a pillar of salt. You are in grave 
danger from Satan's devices if you loiter. When Christian reached the wicket gate 
and knocked, the gate keeper put out his hand and pulled him precipitately inside. 
The reason was that Satan, from a nearby tower, was firing his fiery arrows at any 
who lingered at the gate. Act fast, determinedly, by faith , and in that there is 
safety. Copy our Lord, who never hesitated, never feared, and so reaped the joy 
that was set before Him. The sweetness, the prize, lies in instant obedience. 

"The lion that on Sampson roared, 
And thirsted for his blood; 
With honey afterwards was stored, 
And furnished him with food. 

Believers, as they pace along, 
With many lions meet, 
But gather sweetness from the strong, 
And from the eater, meat. 

The lions roar, but cannot kill; 
Then, fear them not, my friends, 
They bring us, though against their will, 
The honey Jesus sends." 

John Newton 

"A human life thus filled with the presence and power of God is one of God's 
choicest gifts to His Church and to the world" (from The Fundamentals, Vol. I). 
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• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

CARINE MACKENZIE 

TEMPERANCE -A LIFE UNDER CONTROL 

HAVE you ever watched a great athlete running a race or playing a hard game of 
rugby? The athlete only achieves peak fitness by training hard for months, 
denying himself certain foods and late nights. He must exercise strict discipline. 
The training and discipline enable him to get his body under control to perform 
well on the track or field. 

The Christian' life is compared to running a race, not to win a gold medal but 
the far more wonderful prize of an imperishable crown in heaven. "Every man 
that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things" (1 Corinthians 9:25). 
Temperance is part of the fruit of the Spirit. Sometimes it is called self-control but 
we cannot control ourselves in our own strength. We need the help of God to live 
a disciplined and controlled life. The temperate life is controlled by Jesus. We 
must run the race with patience, looking to Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith. Jesus is the supreme example of a disciplined, temperate life. He endured 
the cross, despising its shame. He always spoke and acted wisely. 

If our thoughts are to be temperate, we should think about Jesus. Our actions 
will be disciplined if we use our time to serve Him. We learn how to think about 
Him and serve Him by reading His Word. Instead of straightaway reacting with 
irritation when someone insults Him, the wise man will keep his feeling hidden 
and not lose his temper. 

If we are over-anxious about some problem, we are forgetting to cast all our 
cares on God. He asks us to commit every worry to Him in prayer with 
thanksgiving. Even our grief should be temperate, as we remember that 
everything is in the control of a loving heavenly Father and He does all things 
well. "All things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose." 

The only way to live a temperate, disciplined life is through Christ Jesus. "I can 
do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me," said Paul (Philippians 
4: 13). "Without me ye can do nothing," Jesus tells us. 

BffiLESEARCH 

Find the missing words. The initials letters of your answers will spell out the topic 
of the story. 

1. let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober 
(1 Thessalonians 5:6). 

2. Be careful for nothing; but in by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God (Philippians 4:6). 
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3. Let your be known unto all men (Philippians 4:5). 

4. (Add ) to knowledge temperance; and to temperance ; and to 
____ godliness (2 Peter 1 :6). 

5. Cease from anger and forsake wrath; fret not thyself in any wise to do 
____ (Psalm 37:8). 

6. And as he (Paul) of righteousness, temperance and judgement to 
come, Felix trembled (Acts 24:25). 

7. That the men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in 
charity, in patience (Titus 2:2). 

8. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ and make provision for the 
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof (Romans 13: 14). 

9. See that ye walk , not as fools, but as wise (Ephesians 5:15). 

10. Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober and hope to the 
_____ for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:13). 

Susanna Wesley's Prayer 

FOR MY CHILDREN 
Oh that it would please You, Almighty God, to grant me this one petition . 

That instead of making my children remarkable for beauty, wit, riches or honours, 
The love of this Your Day might be engraved on their minds in such 

indelible characters, 
That they might by their deportment on the Lord's Day 

Be distinguished from the rest of the world. Amen. 

---·---

• RETURNING TO OuR FIRST LovE • 

ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER 

Concluded 

THE last thing which we propose to consider is the return of the soul to its first 
love. Backsliding Christians might, in justice, be cast off forever; but God, who 
has entered into covenant with His people, is faithful; and one of the promises of 
the new covenant is that He will "heal their backsliding" (Hosea 14:4). The good 
Shepherd looks after His wandering sheep, and restores them. But this He does by 
bringing them to a deep conviction of their sin. Their renewed conversion is, like 
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the first, attended with many painful and anxious feelings, but after many 
discouragements, they are enabled to come to Christ and cast themselves upon 
His mercy; and to their astonishment, their reception is most gracious. They are 
welcomed as though they had never offended and are restored to the joy of the 
divine favour. 

But let us attend to the directions given in the text to the Ephesian Christians. 
The first is to remember whence we have fallen. In a state of declension, there is 
a strange forgetfulness of former experience in the divine life. It is, therefore, very 
significantly represented by a state of sleep. The very first step towards a return 
to God is to be awakened from this spiritual slumber, to remember what we once 
possessed and enjoyed, and to compare our present condition with our former. 
This awakened recollection will lead the soul to understand the cause of its 
departure from God, and to trace all the steps of its retrograde course. Memory is 
a valuable faculty of our minds and its exercise is of much avail in religion. 

My hearers, our exalted Saviour seems to address this word to us. Let us, then, 
remember what we once were; what lively feelings of penitence, love, and joy 
sweetly mingled their emotions in our early experience in religion. Let us 
remember what hopes we then cherished, what resolutions we formed- yes, what 
solemn vows we made and recorded in the house of God. Did we then suppose 
that we should ever become so cold and indifferent in our religious feelings as at 
present? When aged Christians warned us of our danger, we were disposed to 
think that their solicitude in our behalf was superfluous, for we were confident 
that we should never decline from the walk of faith. Our foresight was, indeed, 
short; by insensible degrees we left our first love and have wandered like straying 
sheep. But now, again, the Good Shepherd causes us to hear His voice. And His 
first call to us is to "remember" - to remember whence we have fallen. This is in 
order to the next step, which is to repent. 

Be sorry for what you have done. We should be willing to admit the painful, 
humbling conviction that we have grievously and foolishly sinned in departing 
from the living God. Sin is embittered to none more than to the penitent 
backslider; especially the sin of ingratitude breaks his heart. He is astonished at 
his own blindness and unbelief which prevented him from seeing the snare which 
the enemy spread to entangle his feet. Oh what infatuation, after having tasted the 
joy of pardoned sin, and after being favoured with the spirit of adoption, to tum 
again to folly! This fills him, on the recollection, with astonishment and regret; 
and he now asks himself, "What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are 
now ashamed?" (Romans 6:21). Where now are the promised pleasures of sin? 
Alas! That which was sweet in the mouth is turned to gall and wormwood in the 
stomach. Remember, then, from whence thou hast fallen and repent. 

But our obedience must not be confined to the feelings and affections of the 
heart, however pious and penitent these may be. A good tree will produce good 
fruit. Our Lord, therefore, adds, "and do the first works." Immediately, on a 
sinner's first conversion, he begins to work. "Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
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do?" is the language of every renewed heart. "He that hath my commandments, 
and keepeth them," saith our Lord, "he it is that loveth me" (John 14:21). "If ye 
love me keep my commandments" (John 14:15). But in a state of backsliding, the 
commandments of Christ are neglected, or obeyed in a very imperfect manner. 
Undue conformity to the world takes the place of self-denial and formality is 
substituted for spirituality in the worship of God. But when the backslider is 
reclaimed - which is really like a new conversion - he is again led to engage 
cordially in the service of God. He now returns to the performance of his first 
works, as well as to the exercise of his first love. He again abounds in prayer and 
praise, makes the Sabbath a delight, and counts it honourable; draws nigh to God 
in the Holy Supper; and is found walking in all the commandments of the Lord 
blameless. He does justly, loves mercy, and walks humbly with his God. The heart 
of a reclaimed backslider is sure to be more humble and distrustful of itself than 
before. There· is also, now, more caution and watchfulness in regard to the heart. 
It has been found to be "deceitful above all things", and, therefore, ought not to 
be trusted. The vain self-confidence of such is now completely cured. The 
reclaimed penitent knows experimentally that his standing is not in himself; that 
unless he is preserved by the grace of God, he will certainly fall away again. 

The penitent backslider is especially on his guard against those sins and 
temptations by which he was overcome when he departed from God, so that, in 
all his future life, he is more secure from these than from other sins. 

Two feelings are predominant in the exercises of a returning backslider: shame 
and a lively feeling of the baseness of ingratitude. Such a soul is ashamed to look 
up, and is often so confounded and overwhelmed with this feeling, that it remains 
silent before God. This frame of mind is vividly described by Ezekiel in the 
following language: "That thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and never 
open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, when I am pacified toward thee 
for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord God" (Ezekiel 16:63). 

The mercy of God in graciously receiving the returning backslider appears to 
him more wonderful than it did upon his first being converted, and his admiration 
of the long-suffering of the Lord is greatly enhanced. It is true, then, that God in 
His wisdom overrules even the falls and declensions of His people to increase 
their humility and watchfulness. The reclaimed backslider is also rendered more 
charitable and forbearing to his brethren, when they appear delinquent in duty, or 
are overtaken in a fault. 

Let all churches make the inquiry seriously and honestly, whether they have not 
left their first love. With many, the fact is notorious; their departure from God may 
be said to be visible and great. Where is now that fervent affection and ardent zeal 
which once characterized them? Where now is that spirit of earnest, wrestling 
prayer, which seemed as if it would give God no rest until He should cause the 
righteousness of Zion to go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp 
that burneth? Where now is that fruitfulness in works of piety, mercy, and 
benevolence, which adorned your profession? 
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"Remember, therefore, from whence ye are fallen and repent, and do your first 
works." Otherwise, the threatening against Ephesus, so fearfully executed, may 
be realized in your case. Your candlestick may be removed. Darkness may 
succeed to light. Error may overspread the church. Faithful ministers may be 
withdrawn, and false teachers may come in their place. For your own sakes, and 
that of your posterity, awake out of your sleep. Seek the Lord for the return of His 
grieved Spirit. Cry mightily to God for His reviving influences. 

As every church consists of individuals, I would call upon all professors to 
consider their ways. Examine yourselves, whether you be in the faith, and 
whether you are in a growing, thriving condition; for if not, you are surely in a 
state of declension. There is no standing still in religion. If you are not pressing 
forward, you are certainly retrograding. You are, this day, solemnly called upon to 
remember the times and seasons which are past - to remember the love and joy 
of your espousals unto Christ, when the candle of the Lord shone upon your 
tabernacle; and when your chief delight was in the service of God; when the very 
name of Jesus was as ointment poured forth- when He gave you songs in the 
night, and in the morning, your first thoughts spontaneously arose to God your 
Redeemer. Then you could say, "It is good for me to draw near to God". "Whom 
have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee." 
"For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in 
the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness." "I rejoiced when 
they said to me, 'Come, let us go up to the house of the Lord'" (Psalm 73:28, 25; 
84:10; 122:1) 

But how is it with you now? What does conscience testify as to your present 
condition? What testimony would your closet give, if it could speak? Alas! What 
a change! Where now are your religious comforts? What has become of that sweet 
peace you once enjoyed? Perhaps you even doubt of the reality or genuineness of 
your former experiences. You have, like the virgins in the parable, fallen into a 
slumbering state, in which the awful truths of religion are dimly perceived, and 
make but a slight and transient impression on your mind when they occur to your 
thoughts. To you, I would say, "Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light" (Ephesians 5:14). Remember from whence you 
have fallen; repent and do your first works. Your present situation is one of 
extreme danger. While in this deadening state, you cannot possess satisfactory 
evidence of the genuineness of your piety. While in this state you cannot glorify 
God, nor be useful to men according to your ability and opportunity. And how sad 
your condition, if death should find you in this unprepared state! "0 that they 
were wise ... that they would consider their latter end" (Deuteronomy 32:29). 

If there should be any who have been made sensible of their sinful departure 
from God and who are sunk in discouragement and agonized with fear, lest they 
have sinned beyond the reach of mercy and bounds of forgiveness, and who, by 
these views are prevented from returning, to such I would say, dishonour not God 
by entertaining such hard and unbelieving thoughts. His mercy is infinite. As high 
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as are the heavens above the earth, so high are His thoughts of mercy above our 
conception. He has left special promises for the encouragement of such as you; 
and He has never rejected one who came unto Him. You cannot gratify the heart 
of your sympathizing Saviour more than by exercising confidence in His power 
and willingness to save you. 

I would conclude by addressing you in the language of God by the prophet 
Hosea: "0 Israel, return unto the Lord thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine 
iniquity. Take with you words and tum to the Lord: say unto him, Take away all 
iniquity, and receive us graciously ... for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy." To 
which His gracious answer is, "I will heal their backsliding, and I will love them 
freely: for my anger is turned away from him. I will be as the dew unto Israel: he 
shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches shall 
spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive-tree, and his smell as Lebanon. They 
that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall revive as the com, and grow 
as the vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. Ephraim shall say, 
What have I to do any more with idols?" (Hosea 14:1-8). 

OF SANCTIFICATION 

"The Holy Ghost in Scripture saith 
Expressly in one part, 
Speaking by Peter's mouth, 'By faith 
God purifies the heart' . 

Now what in holy writ He says, 
In part or through the whole 
The self-same truths, by various ways 
He teaches in the soul. 

Experience likewise tells us this: 
Before the Saviour's blood 
Has washed us clean, and made our peace, 
We can do nothing good. 

But here, my friends, the danger lies; 
Errors of different kind 
Will still creep in; which devils devise 
To cheat the human mind. 

'I want no work within,' says one, 
"Tis all in Christ the Head.' 
Thus careless, he goes blindly on, 
And trusts a faith that's dead. 

"Tis dangerous,' another cries, 
'To trust to faith alone; 
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Christ's righteousness will not suffice, 
Except I add my own.' 

Thus he, that he may something do 
To shun the impending curse; 
Upon the old will patch the new, 
And make the rent still worse. 

Others affirm the Spirit of God, 
To true believers given, 
Makes all their thoughts and acts so good, 
They're always fit for heaven. 

The babe of Christ, at hearing this, 
Is filled with anxious fear; 
Conscience condemns, corruptions rise, 
And drive him near despair. 

These trials weaklings suffer here, 
Censure and scorn without; 
And from within (what's worse to bear), 
Despondency and doubt. 

But, gracious Lord, who once didst feel 
What weakness is, and fears; 
Who got'st Thy victory over hell 
With groans, and cries, and tears; 

Do Thou direct our feeble hearts 
To trust Thee for the whole; 
The work of grace in all its parts, 
Accomplish in the soul. 

Thy Holy Spirit into us breathe; 
A perfect Saviour prove; 
Lord, give us faith, and let that faith 
Work all Thy will by love. 

J. Hart 

Canon Wilberforce, referring to the struggle preceding the abolition of the slave 
trade, said he was in a position to state that the leaders of that great movement 
never took a single step in it without earnest communion with their Lord. On the 
very night that the leader went down to the House of Commons to plead ... for 
the abolition of the evil, on that very night in a little chamber there was gathered 
a band of praying men; and that night was the night of victory. 
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From Theodore's death to the death of Wilfrid (AD 690-709) 

P. LIEVESLEY (Frinton-on-Sea) 

AT the end of the 7th century AD, with the conversion of the last remaining pagan 
kingdom of Sussex, there was now no kingdom in Britain where heathen practices 
prevailed and the British Isles were now entirely Christian. However, the 
conversion of Britain had been brought about by two very different missions; one 
beginning with Columba of the Celtic Church, who went from Ireland to Iona 
and later with Aidan to Northumbria, and the other sent from Rome began by 
Augustine of Canterbury who landed in Kent in AD 597. In the latter half of the 
7th century, by far the greater and more powerful part was to be directly 
associated with the papacy. The conflict in Britain between two forms of 
Christianity that began at the end of the 6th century with the first Gregorian 
mission, remained throughout the 7th century, despite the Christianisation of 
Britain. Their differences were far more than over the questions of calculating the 
date of Easter and the method of Tonsure practised by the Roman clerics, or over 
Episcopal structure, as is the view of many historians. It was a conflict due to the 
differences that existed between the primitive Ionan Celtic Church of the Picts 
and Britons, grounded on the true apostolic faith on the one hand and the Roman 
Church grounded on the false doctrine of the supposed prince of the apostles on 
the other. These two forms of Christianity were very different to one another, 
having almost as many differences as there were between Christianity and 
heathenism. It was a struggle by the independent Christians of Britain to defend 
their freedom under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and resist the spread of British 
papal supremacy. 

Rome had had little reason to be satisfied with the mission of either Augustine 
or Paulin us earlier in the 7th century. The papacy had realised .that its efforts to 
guide and govern British Christianity through the kingdom of Kent, who was 
alone in acknowledging the jurisdiction of Rome, had been misplaced as it had 
only been able to influence southern Britain. It had, therefore made another plan, 
illustrating the universal character of the Church of Rome. The papacy, naturally, 
decided to gain the mighty Northumbria as the key to gaining England, whose 
king Oswiu, until recent times the bretwalda, or dominant figure in Britain, had 
offered widespread protection to the free ministers in the propagation of the 
gospel of Ionan Celtic Christianity throughout a large part of Britain. If Rome 
could win over Oswiu, king of Northumbria, she would gain England. Failure to 
accomplish this task could have resulted in Rome's almost certain expulsion from 
Britain, but success would be a key stage in gaining British Church supremacy. 
Instead of using brutal force of arms to achieve this objective, as had been the case 
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with Augustine of Canterbury, the church of Rome chose rather to accomplish her 
objective through her dogmas, subtlety and craft. Rome used the divisions that 
were apparent in the Northumbrian church around AD 662, mainly over the dating 
of Easter, to her advantage to accomplish this goal. 

The defining moment in England in the 7th century came at the crucial Synod 
of Whitby, held by the church ofNorthumbria in AD 664, when the Celtic Church 
in the Anglo-Saxon kingdom decided in favour of Rome and converted to Roman 
Christianity, a decision later confirmed at the Council of Hertford in AD 673. 
King Oswiu of Northumbria, instructed in the free doctrine of the Celtic Britons 
but without any firm personal religious convictions, unlike his brother Oswald, 
and married to Eanfled who was firmly of the Roman communion, agreed to settle 
the Easter controversy by adopting the Roman dating and accepting the usages of 
the Roman Church instead of the Celtic Church. According to the Genevan 
protestant historian, J. H. Merle d' Aubigne, the Synod of Whitby "was not a mere 
question about Easter or certain rules of discipline, but of the great doctrine of the 
freedom of the church under Jesus Christ, or its enslavement under the papacy". 
D' Aubigne also wrote that following the decision at Whitby, "for many long years 
this people had believed in Christ, but they were beginning to believe in the pope, 
and the pope will soon make them forget Jesus the Saviour". 

The decision at Whitby led to the resignation of bishop Colman of Lindisfarne, 
the leader of the Celtic party at the Synod, and his departure to Iona in disgust, 
together with all the Irish and about 30 of the English monks of Lindisfarne who 
objected to the Synod's decisions. The Ionan mission was forced to retreat 
northwards back to Scotland and become increasingly more isolated. Following 
Rome's success in winning over Celtic Northumbria to the jurisdiction of the 
papacy at the Synod of Whitby, mainly through the eloquent persuasion of the 
ambitious Wilfrid, and assisted by queen Eanfled with her private chaplain 
Romanus, the episcopal seat of Northumbria was transferred from Lindisfarne to 
York. The Synod of Whitby enforced Roman Christianity as the standard form of 
Christianity in England. Again quoting d' Aubigne: "Wilfrid had accomplished the 
task of his life: all England was subservient to the papacy. The names of Wilfrid, 
and Oswiu, should be inscribed in letters of mourning in the annuls of Great Britain. 
The grave in which the liberty of the church lay buried for nine centuries is the only 
monument- a mournful one indeed- that should perpetuate their memory." 

Two fresh emissaries were subsequently chosen in AD 668 to spread Roman 
Christianity into the newly-won diocese. The first was a native of Asia Minor, 
Theodore of Tarsus, consecrated as the eighth archbishop of Canterbury the same 
year, and the second an African monk named Hadrian from Carthage, brought 
alongside Theodore to be his overseer. When they arrived at Canterbury in AD 
669 there were but three bishops from all England to greet them. Before he died 
in AD 690 in London at the age of 88, Theodore had increased the number of 
bishoprics from seven to fourteen, mainly by the division of the large diocese of 
Northumbria after expelling bishop Wilfrid from the see of York in AD 678. 
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After the death of archbishop Theodore of Canterbury in AD 690, the see 
of Canterbury was vacant for two years before Berhtwald, an Abbot of the 
Monastery at Reculver near Heme Bay on the North Kent coast of England, was 
elected archbishop in July AD 692 and subsequently consecrated in June AD 693. 
The long vacancy resulted from the disturbed conditions in the kingdom of Kent 
at the time, as various kings fought for control. Berhtwald went to the continent 
for consecration as archbishop of Canterbury by Godwin, archbishop of Lyon, 
probably because he feared that his election was not supported by all of the 
Anglo-Saxon kings and bishops in England. It was during his time in office at 
Canterbury that Sussex, the last remaining pagan kingdom in Britain, was 
converted to Roman Christianity, as was mentioned earlier, along with the Isle of 
Wight, through the work of Wilfrid. 

After the supporters of the Celtic Church had withdrawn following the Synod 
of Whitby in AD 664, Wilfrid had become the most prominent Northumbrian 
cleric. Wilfrid was originally appointed bishop of Northumbria by king Oswiu's 
son Alhfrith, according to Bede, following his successful speeches for the Roman 
cause at Whitby. Wilfrid refused to be consecrated in Northumbria at the hands of 
Anglo-Saxon bishops. He therefore travelled to Compeigne to be consecrated by 
Agilbert, the bishop of Paris. During his time in Gaul Wilfrid was exposed to a 
higher level of ceremony than that was practised in Northumbria, one example 
of which was when he was carried to his consecration ceremony as bishop of 
Northumbria on a throne supported by nine bishops. Wilfrid delayed his return 
from Gaul, only to find on his arrival back in Northumbria that Chad or Ceadda 
had been installed as bishop in his place. Wilfrid's claim that there was no person 
in England who could consecrate him as bishop had infuriated King Oswiu who 
therefore had decided to replace him. 

Wilfrid was eventually appointed bishop of Northumbria for nine years from 
AD 668 by archbishop Theodore. The historian Barbara Yorke says of Wilfrid at 
this time that he "seems to have continued a campaign against any survival of 
'Irish errors' and distrusted any communities that remained in contact with Iona 
or other Irish religious houses which did not follow the Roman Easter". 
Contemporaries said of him that he was the first native bishop to "introduce the 
(Roman) Catholic way of life to the churches of the English", wrote Brown in 
Rise of Western Christendom, Second Edition. In AD 678 Wilfrid and Eigfrith, 
king of Northumbria and son of Oswiu, quarrelled, resulting in Wilfrid's being 
deposed and expelled from his bishopric at York by archbishop Theodore He not 
only lost his diocese, he lost control of his monasteries as well. Archbishop 
Theodore took advantage of the situation to implement his reforms of breaking up 
some of the larger dioceses into smaller ones, the largest being Northumbria, 
despite Wilfrid's objections. In AD 691 Wilfrid attempted to make himself bishop 
of all Northumbria by becoming archbishop of York. He seems to have felt that 
he had a metropolitan authority over the northern part of England which meant 
that he claimed the Gregorian plan for Britain, with two metropolitan sees, with 
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the northern one set at York and the southern one at Canterbury. Wilfrid made 
repeated appeals to the pope over his expulsion from the bishopric of York over a 
number of years. His final appeal was in AD 700 when he appealed once more to 
pope Sergius I over his expulsion from York, and the pope referred the issue back 
to a council in England. 

Therefore in AD 702 a council was convened by king Aldfrith of Northumbria 
at Austerfield, which was then on the boundary between the two Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms of Northumbria and Mercia and presided over by Berhtwald, 
archbishop of Canterbury, to decide the rights of Wilfrid and whether he should 
in fact become the first archbishop of York. Wilfrid argued his case for the 
archbishopric of York and for the return of the ecclesiastical lands he had been 
deprived of in Northumbria in AD 677/678, before an assembly of bishops led 
by archbishop Berhtwald. The council attempted to confiscate all of Wilfrid's 
possessions but he was offered Ripon Abbey on the condition that he would 
relinquish his claims as archbishop of York. Wilfrid rejected this and appealed to 
the pope in Rome once more. He travelled to Rome again, despite his advancing 
years, and was supported in his struggle to retain his see of York by the Roman 
pontiff. But Wilfrid was not restored to his bishopric at York. The decision of the 
council held that Wilfrid should be deprived of all his monasteries but Ripon, and 
that he should cease to perform episcopal functions . When Wilfrid continued his 
appeal to the papacy, his opponents had him and his supporters excommunicated. 
York did eventually become an archbishopric in AD 735 when Ecgbert, bishop of 
York was successful in his application to pope Gregory III who sent him a 
pallium, the symbol of an archbishopric's authority. 

The main sources for knowledge of Wilfrid are the Life of Wilfrid, written by 
Stephen (or Stephanus) of Ripon, a monk of Ripon, soon after Wilfrid's death. 
Stephen's work is concerned with vindicating Wilfrid and making a case for his 
"sainthood", and so is used with caution by historians, although it is nevertheless, 
an invaluable source for Wilfrid's life and the history of the time. Bede also covers 
Wilfrid's life in his Ecclesiastical History of the English People but his account is 
more measured and restrained. The course of events that followed Wilfrid's last 
visit to the pope is far from clear. Ultimately, Wilfrid was restored to church office 
as a bishop in the Ripon and Hexham diocese, regaining his Northumbrian 
monasteries following the decision of the Synod of the River Nidd called by 
Berhtwald on the pope's insistence, about four years before he died in the Mercian 
monastery of Oundle, Northamptonshire, at the age of 75. 

England had fallen to Rome at Whitby and the Irish at Birr, but the British 
church in Scotland was still free and, and with no disrespect to the Welsh, to 
secure the definitive triumph of Rome in Britain, it was necessary for them to 
invade the country over which primitive lonan Celtic Christianity had long been 
established. Scotland, along with the Irish, had previously retained her 
independence from Rome following the crucial Synod of Whitby where England 
had submitted to the papacy by the decision taken that the Church ofNorthumbria 
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should be a definite part of the Church of Rome and of the Roman system. The 
struggle between the two forms of Christianity intensified with Rome targeting 
Iona. Adomnan of Iona (also known as Adamnan or Eunan), was then at the head 
of the church of Iona, having become their ninth abbot in AD 679 in succession 
to Columba, the founder. Rome chose to target him and gain his personal 
allegiance as their strategy for drawing the church of Scotland into the papal 
communion. The church of Rome succeeded in her attempts to bring about abbot 
Adomnan's personal spiritual defection, whilst on a visit to Northumbria, mainly 
by flattery, resulting in the free presbyter of Britain becoming a priest of Rome. 
He adopted the Roman rules for the tonsure and for determining the date of Easter 
that had been accepted at the Synod of Whitby in 664 AD. Following his 
conversion to Rome, abbot Adomnan returned to Scotland in a futile attempt to 
betray his church to his new masters in Rome as the island of Iona would not give 
way to him. Having encountered failure in his initial attempts in Iona, and 
alienating himself from the brethren there, Adomnan fled to Ireland where he was 
encouraged by success in convincing the northern Irish of the Roman dating of 
Easter. This was at the Council of Birr in AD 697, when the church of the northern 
half of Ireland submitted to Roman Christianity by accepting the Roman 
calculation of Easter. This synod is probably best remembered as the occasion 
when abbot Adomnan promulgated his Cain A domain- the Law of the Innocents. 
Greatly encouraged by his success in northern Ireland Adomnan therefore decided 
to try again in Scotland and revisited the country in a second attempt to convince 
his brethren in Iona. But Adomnan was again unsuccessful in his attempts and he 
still met with resistance in Scotland, where the people repelled him with 
indignation. However, his second attempt to convert Iona to the Roman ways in 
AD 704 resulted in a long-lasting schism. 

When the church of Rome, therefore, met with failure to conquer Scotland 
through her strategy of getting the abbot of Iona to betray his church into their 
hands, they next turned their attention to Naitam or Nechtam, the king of the 
Picts. Naitam was converted to Roman Christianity and submitted to the pope. 
The king accepted the Roman Easter tables, began building grand stone church 
buildings with altars after the Roman pattern, and asked his Iona monks to leave 
his court whilst the monks that were retained had to wear the Roman circular 
tonsure. The leader of the Scottish state had surrendered but the Scottish church 
at Iona still held out. According to d' Aubigne, in his History of the Reformation 
of the Sixteenth Century, "the orders of the Pictish king, the example of his 
subjects, the sight of that Italian power which was devouring the earth, had shaken 
some few minds, but the Church still resisted the innovation. Iona was still the 
citadel of liberty in the western world, and popery was filled with anger at that 
miserable band which in its remote corner refused to bend before it." 

Iona" held out until AD 716, when Ceolfrith, the Abbot of Jarrow and 
Monkwearmouth, persuaded the island monastery to abandon its Celtic Christian 
ways in favour of the Roman style of Christianity. Scotland had therefore 
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followed England and fallen to Rome also, although there still remained some 
isolated Scottish areas of independent Ionan Celtic Christianity such as in the 
mountains of Caledonia. The leaders of the state and of the church had laid down 
their arms. The contest was over, after lasting more than one hundred years since 
the arrival of the first Gregorian Mission led by Augustine of Canterbury in Kent 
in AD 597. Therefore, by the second decade of the 8th century, Christian liberty 
of the apostolic church under Jesus Christ had mainly come to an end in Britain. 
With the exception of the Welsh who did not conform to the Roman position until 
AD 768, the majority of the British Church had become the serf of Rome, in 
which centuries of slavery and struggle under papal supremacy awaited her. 

There are differences of opinion as to whether the struggles in Britain between 
Celtic Christianity and Roman Christianity in the 7th century were to the same 
degree as at the time of the Protestant Reformation of the 16th century. It is also 
argued that the attempts of the British church to resist the spread of British papal 
jurisdiction in the 7th century were unjustified. It is claimed that an isolated and 
nonconformist 7th century British church over matters such as the dating of Easter 
was rightly brought into conformity with the rest of not only western Europe but 
the whole of Christendom by the bishop of Rome, who was not enforcing papal 
authority but acting as patriarch of the West. Patriarch was a title given from 
the end of the 4th century to the bishops of Rome, Constantinople, Alexandria, 
Antioch and in the 5th century Jerusalem which together comprised a patriarchy 
or pentarchy- a hierarchy of authority where all other bishops were subject to the 
authority of the patriarch in whose territory their church was situated. It is claimed 
that the whole Church was governed jointly by the five patriarchs, although the 
see of Rome was the chief amongst the five patriarchal authorities. Furthermore, 
it is argued that it was not until the Great Schism of AD 1054 that the Roman 
Catholic Church was formed and not until the 13th century that pope Innocent Ill 
claimed both religious and political pontifical supremacy or papal theocracy, an 
ambition Gregory VII the noted Hildebrand had aspired to for the papacy from the 
11th century. It is also asserted that Roman Christianity brought much needed 
ecclesiastical order to Britain from the 7th century, replacing the supposed chaotic 
shambles of the British Celtic Church having no fixed dioceses. 

What has to be borne in mind is the significance of the struggle to preserve the 
freedom of the independent British church under Jesus Christ and resist the spread 
of papal supremacy in Britain in the 7th century. The Christians of Britain in the 
7th century were the only remaining church in western Europe independent of the 
bishop of Rome. It should be remembered that from the time of Gregory the Great 
at the end of the 6th century, Roman Christianity regarded the British church as 
an independent church that should be conquered and come under Roman 
jurisdiction. The British church should be viewed in this period as champions of 
Christian liberty, a free church seeking to maintain the apostolic faith. The British 
church should be viewed as possessing a truly missionary spirit of propagating the 
good news of a free salvation which is a gift from God through Jesus Christ. It 
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was replaced with erroneous doctrines and canons of the Romish church. As 
d' Aubigne puts it in his History of the Reformation of the Sixteenth Century, "The 
salvation of souls no longer depended entirely on faith in Christ, but also, and in 
a more especial manner, on union with the Church of Rome". The struggles of the 
7th century in Britain is a history by which the liberty of the church under Jesus 
Christ was destroyed and all true rule overthrown. "It was by ascribing to Peter 
the servant what belongs to Jesus Christ the master, that the papacy reduced 
Britain" at the end of the 7th century. 

SOURCE MATERIAL 

I would very much commend the writings of the great 18th century Genevan historian, J. H. Merle 
d' Aubigne, for his spiritual discernment on this period of British church history. J. H. Merle 
d' Aubigne, who was involved in the second Genevan Reformation of the 19th century, is best 
known as an outstanding historian of the Protestant Reformation of the 16th century and also for his 
vindication of the character of Oliver Cromwell. It should also be known that he has left us with 
some very useful insights into the history of the British church in the 7th century. This paper has 
been largely based on the insights of this great Protestant historian in his outstanding work, History 
of the Reformation of the Sixteenth Century. The book is generally a history of the Reformation as 
its title suggests, but it does include some excellent chapters on pre-Reformation Britain, including 
the 7th century. We live in times where history has been reinterpreted by those in the ascendency in 
the United Kingdom and the West for at least a generation. Despite these dark spiritual days in 
which we live today, we should acknowledge that God has providentially given the church reliable 
and trustworthy historical sources giving a clear view of our own history from the divine viewpoint. 
As a general rule, to gain a foundational knowledge of the history of the British church in the 7th 
century, I would highly recommend reading the Ecclesiastical History of the English People by the 
Venerable Bede as the best reliable source of chronological history of the period. I would also highly 
recommend reading the relevant chapters (1-3 of the fifth volume) of the History of the Reformation 
of the Sixteenth Century, by J. H. Merle d' Aubigne, to gain a discerning viewpoint. In his History, 
D' Aubigne refers to a book written by Thomas Fuller, D.D., called The Church History of Britain 
(also titled Church history of Britain from the birth of Jesus Christ until the year 1648), first 
published in 1655. Additionally, the great work, The History of Protestantism, by the Reverend J. 
A. Wylie, also has some very useful chapters on the history of the church before the Reformation. 
There are useful insights into Roman Christianity of the 7th century and pre-Reformation period 
generally in Calvin's Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book Four. Strype is also recommended. 
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• REPENTANCE AND TEMPTATION • 

D. L. FRY (Mudgee, NSW) 

WHAT another week of sadness for those who have lost loved ones and property 
in the bushfires and floods. The memorial services and funerals will continue for 
some time as identification takes place. We pray that these will act as a "wake-up 
call" for our nation, not only to change the way we manage our forests, but also 
to change our minds about our own lifestyles, values, time here in this world of 
Time, and focus on Eternity! The Greek word metanoia means to "change your 
mind" and do a 180 degree tum! Translated repentance in the New Testament, our 
Lord's call is to "Repent ye, and believe the gospel" (Mark 1: 15). For the next six 
weeks we enter the penitential season of Lent, where we consider Jesus' earthly 
ministry, commencing with His first "round" with Satan and concluding with 
Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Day. 

So how and why are we to change our minds? We all have our own ideas and 
the believer in Christ needs to work hard to bring his ideas into line, tune and 
focus, with the will of God. Here we are confronted with His Book, the Bible. 
Some believe that only parts of the Bible are to be believed and practised, others 
think that the Old Testament is "old hat" and may be dispensed with as irrelevant. 
Some regard the Ten Commandments as only applying to the Jews and others feel 
that the new Testament writers were bound by their times and that we have 
progressed far ahead in our science to ignore what we consider to be inapplicable 
to the 21st century. There are also some who believe that the Lord Jesus, likewise, 
was ignorant about certain things, so that even His words are questionable. So, 
firstly we are to consider just how reliable are the Biblical records? When 
research reveals new information, the scientist has to change his mind and so 
rewrite the text books! So with us. When God shows us that our defective 
knowledge of His Revelation calls for a change in our thinking, then we need to 
repent and start trusting His Word and keeping His commandments! 

It may be that we need to repent of our unwillingness to trust and obey our 
Saviour's call to service. Perhaps we have responded with, "Not now, Lord, 
because I can't put You first before all my other commitments"! This was the 
answer given by the rich young ruler when invited to follow Jesus (Mark 10, 
Matthew 19 and Luke 18). We recall Joshua's challenge to the Israelites as they 
were about to settle in the Promised Land: "Choose you this day whom ye will 
serve ... but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord" (Joshua 24:15). 

OUR LORD'S TEMPTATION 

Genesis 3:1-15: Adam and Eve fail the test and lose their Eden Paradise but hear 
the first promise of the corning Saviour. 
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Psalm 25:1-9: The Psalmist shows the way back to peace with God and a future 
worth journeying towards. 

James 1:12-20: Temptation by Satan is permitted by God to test His people and 
strengthen them to resist the enemy. 

Mark 1:9-15: Following His Baptism, our Lord is moved by the Spirit to spend 40 
days "in the ring" with the Devil (Matthew 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13). 

Temptation and testing translate the Greek peirasmos and describes "two sides of 
the coin" of God's loving discipline of His Son's disciples. While permitting the 
enemy (called the "God of this World", the "Prince of the power of the air", the 
"old Serpent, Dragon, Devil and Satan", the once proud Lucifer who led the 
Heavenly Rebellion) to oppose His children, either as the "angel of light" or the 
"roaring lion", He has provided the way to victory through the death and 
resurrection of His Son. Christ's first battle was fought on the field of "the World, 
the Flesh and the Devil" with round one to Jesus! (2 Corinthians 4:4, Ephesians 
6:12, Revelation 12:9, Isaiah 14, Ezekiel28, 2 Corinthians 11:14, James 4:7). 

"The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which 
are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the 

words of this law" (Deuteronomy 29:29) 

---·---

• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

P. K I N G ( H a i Isham) 

Chapter 15 
"I AM THE VINE" 

THIS chapter is easier reading, but an important lesson is taught. The Church is 
sometimes referred to as the moon, deriving its light from the sun; that is, of no 
value of itself. The vine is of no use to the people, except as fuel for their fires. 
No one can make things of vine wood; it is inferior to all wood. Israel is not a 
spectacular nation like Babylon or Egypt, who boasted pharaohs and monarchs. 
Only David and Solomon were famous leaders in Israel. Israel struggled from one 
judge to another, and was almost extinct at parts of their history. As soon as the 
"salt lost its savour" it was thrown away like the vine wood. 

How dependent Israel was on Jehovah! Abraham, the father of the nation, came 
out of Ur of the Chaldees, and from then on God guided the families and 
supported them. At this time, with Ezekiel, they are at their lowest ebb, treated as 
slaves, 1,000 miles from the homeland and being considered useless in the world. 
The prophet told those in Jerusalem and Babylon the same message: "And I will 
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make the land desolate". The repeat of the overall message comes again: "And ye 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I set my face against them." 

LESSONS FOR TODAY 

(a) The Church today needs support from the Lord every day and, once we think 
we can do things ourselves, disaster is not far away. "Without me ye can do 
nothing." This does not mean we should do nothing, but press forward in 
obedience, seeking the Lord's help every day. Faith cannot be effective 
without its companion patience. Abraham had faith but imperfect patience, 
and we suffer in the Middle East today because of that. 

(b) Remember that without the indwelling of God's Spirit we are unbelievers, 
regardless of what we say or do! The attendance at church services does not 
guarantee we are Christians, for the kingdom of God is inside us, and that 
should incline us to meet together. 

(c) The Church is not like the world's organisations, which seek personal glory, 
but lives to God's glory, in humility and trust. Jesus said He was the Vine, and 
many regard Him as useless, of no benefit to them. However, the Church 
needs this Vine to produce spiritual fruit. 

(d) If like Peter we look at the waves instead of Christ, we shall fail. However, 
looking to the Saviour makes us strong in the service of God, and is the only 
way we can overcome the "wiles" of the Devil. 

(e) The church today is mingled with the world, not separate as Judah, yet we are 
still a chosen seed distinguished with high privileges, and have an eternal 
certainty of glory. The Old Testament church was in the world too, much of 
it in Israel, but not exclusively so. Great men like Job and Melchisedec were 
from Gentile families but worshipped the Lord as we do today. 

(f) Notice the number of times Ezekiel is called "Son of man", pointing to the 
Messiah of whom he was sometimes a type. Jesus referred to Himself as Son 
of Man more times than Son of God. He was "the people's Christ" and 
remains so now in heaven waiting to intercede for His people. 

"FOR I AM THE LORD, I CHANGE NOT" 

The man who is enabled, in the face of this ungodly world, where the cross of 
Christ is a stumbling-block and foolishness, and in those varied conditions where 
his faith is tried, so to contend against his spiritual enemies, as to believe, and live 
by the faith of the Son of God, is, and shows, himself to be, what Abraham, the 
father ofthe faithful was- "the friend of God". Gardiner Spring 
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• JEWISH HISTORY FROM 
THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM 

IN AD 70 • 
Part I 

THE EDITOR 

The Revolt of the Jews, AD 66-73 
"The days of vengeance" when Scripture must be fulfilled was fast approaching. 
Florus the Roman governor in Jerusalem was so cruel to the Jews that he goaded 
them to madness by seizure of goods, temple money, the massacre of 600 of them 
including children, and insults and violence by soldiers. King Agrippa came and 
pleaded with the Jews not to revolt and so bring destruction upon their own city. 
They drove him out of the city when he asked them to submit to Florus again. 
They began the revolt by seizing Masada and refusing the customary sacrifices for 
Caesar. The city was divided, some for revolt, others against it. Agrippa tried to 
quell the incipient revolt, but civil war had started in Jerusalem between Agrippa's 
force and the Zealots, who also killed the Roman garrison - unjustly. 

The slaughter of over 20,000 Jews in Caesarea by the Greeks, led to retaliatory 
massacres by the Jews in Syria, and the madness spread to more distant Jewish 
colonies. The Jews in Jerusalem attacked an advancing Roman army with some 
success. Agrippa offered them pardon if they would lay down their arms. Many 
were for accepting such generous terms, but the Zealots killed the deputation. The 
Romans arrived at Jerusalem and took the suburbs easily, but stopped. The more 
sensible citizens managed to open the gates for them, but the Romans were 
irresolute and distrustful and failed to take advantage. The Romans then attacked 
the wall below the temple, but suddenly withdrew. Eusebius records that the 
Christians fled as the Zealots went after the Roman army, leaving the city gates 
open. The Zealots pursued the Romans to the coast and came back laden with 
booty and flushed with success. 

Jerusalem was repaired, the whole country was put on a war footing, but to no 
avail against the legions sent under Vespasian by Nero. The army ravaged Galilee 
- Matthew 9:20-24. The Roman forces were about 60,000 besides many 
irregulars. They conquered, fortress by fortress, with great carnage. Survivors 
were sold into slavery, escapees and those fleeing were put to the sword. 

The Zealots under siege in Jerusalem plundered, killed, and robbed in a sort of 
madness, even making it a capital offence to bury a dead body. They said the 
prophets were imposters, and scorned the Law of the Lord. Jerusalem felt the 
horrors of continuous and bloody civil war between the three leaders of the Zealot 
bands. Matthew 23: 37-38 had come to pass. The Romans brought in large 
reinforcements. Gradually they broke into the city, a most desperate fight taking 
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place for the fortress of Antonia and the Temple, the Romans being repeatedly 
repulsed, until in despair Titus ordered the temple gates to be set on fire. The 
temple went up in flames, the remaining Zealots fighting on the burning roof, 
calling on God. Those in the courts were slain, unresisting, in thousands. 

In the country Zealot robbers occupied Masada and wasted the country with 
fire and sword, plundering villages and carrying their booty into Masada. 

The Temple and Jerusalem were thoroughly destroyed, the sacred vessels 
and furniture were carried in triumph to Rome and are depicted on the triumphal 
arch of Titus. The Temple site had a plough drawn across it and all Jews and 
Christians barred from the city. The Jews still mark 9th Ab (Tishabe-Ab) as the 
annual memorial of that day when the dreadful cry went up, "The daily sacrifice 
is no more!" 

However, the walled inner city of David still remained and the remaining 
populace sought refuge there. The Romans assaulted and made a breach. The 
Zealots tried to flee, wailing and throwing down their arms, their courage gone, 
and the triumphant Romans entered unopposed. They literally made the streets 
run with blood, setting fire to any building Jews took refuge in. Titus walked 
through the city and remarked: "Of a surety God has been our assistant in this 
siege; none but God could have ejected the Jews from these fortifications; for 
of what avail could all the strength of man, or of machines have been, in 
overthrowing such towers as these." The army then collected together the 
inhabitants in the blackened temple courts. There they killed all the sick, old and 
those accused of having been Zealots. The best young men were kept for the 
triumph in Rome, many thousands distributed to the arenas to fight to the death 
or face wild beasts to mark the triumphal progress of Titus on his way to Rome 
after victory. All under 17 were sold as slaves, the rest sent in chains to the mines 
in Egypt. It was recorded that 11,000 died of hunger during this. In Jerusalem 
some 1,100,000 perished, and some 97,000 were sold into slavery. Josephus 
computed the entire number who died in the seven year war at 1,356,460. 

Why did the Jews of the Dispersion not come to the aid of Jerusalem? It was 
partly because the revolt happened too quickly, and partly because they enjoyed a 
comfortable life-style, especially in the former Babylonian and Persian empires. 
The Jews had a saying: "A basket of dates for a cent- and let the inhabitants 
forbear from studying the law." 

Revolts under Trajan and Adrian, AD 70-136 

Normally the Romans rebuilt conquered cities. Vespasian did not, nor allow the 
Jews back into their land, but sold the land in lots to the highest bidder. The 
temple half-shekel was retained as a tax, no longer to the temple, but Jupiter's 
temple in Rome. The Jews were condemned with the Christians for refusing to 
sacrifice to the "genius" of the Emperor. So goaded, they revolted twice. Dio 
Cassius, the Roman historian, says they killed in all about half a million Greeks 
and Egyptians in the first revolt, but some 600,000 Jews were killed. 
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The second revolt was put down by Adrian, who had witnessed the slaughter 
by the Jews in Cyprus, and was motivated by his desire to extinguish the Jewish 
race and religion. He built a Roman city on the site of Jerusalem, called after his 
own name, AElia, with a heathen temple on the temple mount, and a pig depicted 
on the city gates. The revolt began in Jerusalem, but a Messiah arose, Simon Bar
Cochba (Son of a Star), and Rabbi Akiba, the leading rabbi, whose sayings 
abound in the Talmud, backed him. Dio Cassius says some 580,000 died in 
Judaea, and it was left a desert, with thousands sold into slavery. 

The Talmud, AD 136-337 

The dispersed Jews now seem to have accepted defeat as from God, but though 
they received better treatment from the emperors, they vented their bitterness on 
the Christians. At Polycarp's martyrdom the Jews eagerly brought the firewood, 
filling the theatre and cursing him as he died. Early Fathers testify they went 
everywhere blaspheming the name of Jesus and cursing Christians. 

Jews in large numbers were dispersed throughout the Roman Empire. Many 
went East into Parthia, to the Babylon region, out of Roman jurisdiction, as the 
Parthians had always treated the Jews well. Those in the West were much more 
scattered, the Jews in Spain saying they alone had preserved the genealogical 
distinctions and despising the rest. But the Sanhedrim of 72 learned elders had 
never quitted their own land through all the troubles, ending up in Tiberias. The 
Jewish "Patriarch", recognised throughout the dispersion, lived here, and from 
here issued the Mishna, or "Repetition". They said this was Oral Law God gave 
to Moses. It is full of contradictions of the Bible Law of God. They favour this 
above the written Law. This became the mark of the Jew, superseding the Law of 
Moses, and being expounded according to various schools of Rabbis. After three 
centuries a final text was produced and called "Perfection" or Gemara. This took 
nearly 500 years work, and was reckoned by Jews to be the pinnacle of science. 
At least it shows they enjoyed the peace and prosperity needed for such a labour. 
The Talmud consists of the Mishna and the Gemara. The former is always placed 
in the text, the latter as a commentary is subjoined. The Eastern Jews set up their 
own Patriarch and schools, which lasted until the Moslems ruled Persia. Many 
fled West then, but others, fleeing in the 11th century, went principally to France. 

Jews and Christians, AD 313-479 

Enmity remained toward "the sect of the Nazarenes", and deepened as the 
Christians won converts and spread in the face of bitter persecution by the 
Romans, but reached its height when Constantine made Christianity the religion of 
the throne. The Christians had a zeal to convert Jews, but had lost the "heaviness 
and continual sorrow of heart" of Christ and Paul. Instead they disputed about 
legends, relics, pretended miracles, backed by forcible conversions. The Jews 
looked on conversion as an unpardonable offence. Constantine cut off the ears of 
Jews for having tried to repossess Jerusalem, compelling them to be baptised and 



136 The Gospel Magazine 

eat pork at Passover. Many disabilities were placed on the Jews, and in this the 
Church was less tolerant than the State. In Elvra in Spain a law was passed 
excommunicating anyone who ate with or befriended a Jew. 

That roused the down-trodden Jews, and they made common cause with any 
who would persecute or attack Christians, particularly in Persia and in helping the 
Arian riots in Alexandria. They revolted again, were crushed and new and severe 
penalties imposed on them. Under the smile of Julian the Apostate Emperor they 
vented their rage on the Christians and set about rebuilding the Temple. All failed 
as Julian died saying, "0 Galilean, thou hast conquered!". 

From this time on the Jews become unimportant to history, but the Christians 
seem possessed of a spirit of contention as they degenerated. Strife amongst 
themselves marked the departure of the Spirit of God. The spirit of contention 
showed principally against the Jews. Frequently clergy stirred up the populace in 
anti-Jewish riots and in one town, Callinicium, the bishop personally fired the 
Jewish newly-built synagogue, refusing the governor's orders to rebuild it, and 
was in this heartily backed by Ambrose of Milan, otherwise a good man. They 
named the Jews "the enemies of Christ". 

The Jews so hated the Christians that at Purim they substituted the name of Jesus 
for that of Haman, whom they cursed each year. Furious collisions took place 
between the two sides, burning and killing. The Jews in a town near Antioch 
blasphemed Christ in the streets, erected a cross and fastened a Christian child to it 
and scourged him to death. The Christians in Antioch then plundered the syna
gogues, dedicating the booty to the Church. The Emperor demanded the Christians 
restore the loot, but Simon Stylites intervened and shielded the perpetrators. 

The Goths, AD 479-629 

At the time when Rome fell the Jews seem to have been free to keep their 
religious and customary observances and have their own courts. As all professions 
were open to them they prospered. When the Christian mobs persecuted them and 
burned down their synagogues in Rome in the name of Christ, the Gothic 
Emperor made the city repair the damage. 

Justinian drove back the Goths, revoked the tolerant laws of previous emperors, 
and imposed outward conformity to Christianity on the Jews, forbidding the 
magistrates to accept the testimony of a Jew against a Christian, taxing the 
Passover lamb heavily, taking the synagogues for use as churches, and forbidding 
Jews to practice their religion elsewhere than in the synagogue. 

The Jews revolted under a Messiah named Julian in AD 530, who directed the 
Jews who joined him to attack the churches and clergy, with some 100,000 
thought to have died in all. Twenty-five years after this the Jews in Caesarea 
attacked the Christians and the Romans exacted vengeance. The Jews rose in 
Naples and were marked out by the Romans for special revenge. 

Gregory the Great, who really established the papacy, was tolerant, saying, 
"The Jews must be called to the unity of the faith by gentleness, by persuasions, 
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and charitable advices. Violence is likely to disgust those whom gentleness and 
charity allure. Menaces and terror stop those whom the oft-repeated impressions 
of God's holiness had shaken. The true method to convert them is not to make 
them fear us, by carrying severity to excess, but to induce them to come and hear 
the Word of God." He matched this by his actions, but also said any Jew on 
conversion could reduce his tax bill by a third. 

The lucrative slave traffic of Europe was almost all in the hands of the Jews. 
The reasons are partly gain, but also the captives were Romans, bought from the 
barbarians who were making vast incursions. The Jews remembered Jerusalem 
and how the Romans then sold them to toil under the whip in the mines, or to die 
in arenas. The slaves were Christians, so laws were passed to ameliorate their 
conditions. The Council of Orleans in AD 540 gave them asylum rights with 
clergy, and 40 years later the price that a Jew could sell a Christian at was 
restricted. The clergy were soon selling captives to both Jews and heathen, and 
Gregory tried to suppress this, saying it was cruel. 

In the Persian dominions there were 73 years of severe persecution of Jews, 
resulting in Rabbi Meir leading a revolt. His defeat led to 30 years when Jews 
were barred from Persia. Later their fortunes changed for the better, but the Jews 
taking sides with a usurper, suffered bloodily when the king Chosroes regained 
power with Roman help. Later the Jews helped besiege Jerusalem and took 
vengeance on the Christians when the city fell, razing the churches and killing 
some 90,000 Christians. The sacred vessels of the Temple which Titus took to 
Rome were back in Jerusalem, but there is no record of their fate at the hands of 
the Persians. 

When the Roman Heraclius fifteen years later defeated Chosroes, the Romans 
took revenge and massacred all the Jews in Palestine, after finding they had a plot 
to massacre the Christians. Heraclius entered Jerusalem carrying wood of the 
"true" Cross. Then Heraclius stirred up persecution of the Jews in the provinces. 
In Spain an edict offered them either baptism or banishment. Some 90,000 are 
said to have been baptised. The rest went to France and other lands. Those staying 
unbaptised suffered cruelly for it. At first the clergy took the side of the Jews in 
this, saying no one ought to be forced to be baptised. Ten years later the clergy 
reversed this and said no one in future could be king of Spain who broke the edict 
of baptism-or-banishment. The history of Spain after this is full of reiterations of 
this edict. The twelfth Council of Toledo said every Jew should receive 100 lashes 
on their naked bodies, and suffer loss of goods and banishment, even if all the Jew 
did was refuse to eat pork or other unclean food. Circumcision was punishable by 
castration, or for Jewesses by cutting off the nose. Reading books against 
Christianity was 100 lashes. No Jew could have responsibility over any Christian. 
These were just some of the cruel laws. All converts were to bind their souls by 
stringent oaths. The clergy were to promulgate these laws in their pulpits. 

• To BE CONCLUDED • 
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• MATTHEW • 

M. HANDFORD (Poynton, Cheshire) 

IT was a regular custom in Palestine to be given two names, so we find that 
Matthew is also called Levi. Matthew means "gift of God"; perhaps this name 
was given him when Christ called him to His service. 

We know little about Matthew personally, but because of his occupation we 
know what kind of man he must have been. He was a publican or tax collector, 
one who handled public money in the service of the Roman government. No class 
of men were more hated- they were regarded as "quislings". Many publicans 
were quite unscrupulous, they smothered their consciences and grew rich by 
extortion. Some of them attended the ministry of John the Baptist, who exhorted 
them "exact no more than that which is appointed you". The Roman method 
of tax collection was very liable to abuse and many took full opportunity to 
exploit it. 

Matthew, then, was in a degrading business which alienated him from his 
friends. The vast majority of publicans were hard-hearted, pitiless and grasping. 
Perhaps he was the heart-break of his family. If Matthew was his original name it 
suggests that he was of pious parents, but his trade shows he was of perverse life. 
Only the selfish would for the sake of gain adopt such a profession. 

His deliverance. Matthew would not have dared to follow Christ on his own 
initiative, he was only too conscious of his unworthiness. The call that came to 
him - "follow me" (Matthew 9:9) - was of pure grace. Christ chose the man 
whom the majority of men hated, and made him one of the apostles. A more 
unlikely man to be called to such an office it would be impossible to imagine. 
It must have shocked many to see an outcast publican among the ranks of the 
Twelve. The name of Matthew in the list is evidence of the saving power of 
Christ, proof that "sinners Jesus will receive". 

He who turned Matthew from his sordid life can take the worst and guiltiest of 
men and completely transform them. With Christ nothing is impossible. 

Matthew's call is tersely recorded - "Follow me". It was a call to sacrifice all 
for an unknown future. Luke tells us that Matthew "left all, rose up and followed 
him" (Luke 5:28). Matthew, telling his own story, ignores the sacrifice he made. 

When he left all, the only thing he took with him from his old occupation 
was his pen and ink- and to what good purpose he used it! He kept a careful 
record of what Jesus said and did, and wrote his Gospel for his own countrymen. 
The bag which Judas held would have been safe in Matthew's hand, but Matthew 
had more important matters in mind; he was to write what we know as the 
first Gospel. 

His first piece of service. Luke tells us that having responded to the call of 
Christ, Matthew "made him a great feast in his own house". He regarded the 
change in himself as an occasion of rejoicing, and wished others to rejoice with 
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him. Matthew's feast testified to the freedom he had now found. This was his first 
missionary effort. He invited his former friends and acquaintances, that they 
might see the One whom he now served. 

Matthew's conversion was probably a cause of grief to his worldly friends. 
They saw him giving up a profitable calling to follow the Nazarene. They 
considered his conduct as sheer folly, and an occasion for sorrow rather than joy. 
They only thought of what he had given up and knew nothing of his spiritual 
gains. Having found mercy, he wanted them also to find it. 

Just as the publicans were ever on the lookout for more money, so the Pharisees 
looked for fresh scandal. They asked why Christ should eat with publicans and 
sinners. The Lord gave them a crushing reply: "I am not come to call the righteous 
but sinners to repentance." 

His humility. In his Gospel, Matthew remains very much in the background. He 
was a quiet, unassuming man in whose heart a work of grace had been done. 
He never refers to himself by name; he was concerned not to draw attention to 
himself but to Christ. Who can possibly estimate the blessing which has come 
to men through the consecrated pen of Matthew? 

---·---

• BOOK REVIEWS • 

This Little Church Had None. Gary E. Gilley with Jay Wegt.er. Evangelical Press. pp. 236, 
paperback. £7.95. ISBN 978 0 85234 708 I. 

"My contention is that the great need of the moment is for Christ's church to rediscover the truth that 
it has either lost or minimised;' explains the author, in introducing this book, which is subtitled "A church 
in search of truth". The context is the United States, but its application is world-wide. The Scripture 
quotations are from the New American Standard Bible. 

The opening part examines the diverse influences upon many churches, which are vital to 
understanding the various movements; though they really come down to this: is the church seeking to 
evangelise in God-pleasing or man-pleasing ways? If the latter, it will invariably find that most people will 
leave should the superficial teaching, entertainment-type approach yield to "solid exposition of the Word 
and God-honouring ministries" (page 30). 

Six stages of church history are identified, which are helpful in appreciating the growing interest in the 
period AD I 00-600. This development has been called the "Ancient-Future" faith (A-F), which is not to 
be confused with a return "directly to Scripture for its practices and beliefs" (page 39). 

Part Two, Chapter Eight, called "Pastoring with Both Eyes Open", particularly struck this reviewer. It 
examines the dilemmas and difficulties facing the pastor who starts out full of enthusiasm, but who (unlike 
Paul) has little or no knowledge of Satan's devices. The recommendation is for watchfulness, whereby an 
analogy is drawn with Nehemiah when he was rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. Sound advice is 
proffered, by way of an acrostic on "MEAN": "Mean business with the Word of God", "Enemies must not 
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be allowed to define ministry", "Always remember who your Master is", and "Never abandon the sheep 
to the wolves". 

In a sense, this summarises the entire book, which is, as was once said of a sermon, good to the 
last word. P.C.M. 

The Radical Disciple. John Stott. IVP. pp. 144, paperback. £8.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 421 3. 

The subtitle of this book is, "Wholehearted Christian Living", and in 8 short chapters John Stott brings 
before us his view of how Christianity should shape the life of the Christian as we consider that "God 
wants His people to become like Christ, for Christlikeness is the will of God for the people of God". 

The first chapter deals with non-conformity to the standards and ethos of this world - a call to 
develop a "Christian counterculture". In chapter 2, "Christlikeness" is examined briefly, focussing on 
aspects such as Christ's love, His patient endurance and His mission, and concluding with applications to 
suffering, evangelism and the indwelling of the Spirit. The following chapters investigate Maturity, 
Creation-Care, Simplicity, Balance, Dependence and finally, Death. 

The chapter on "Simplicity" is based almost entirely on the output from a conference held in March 
1980 at High Leigh, which had been convened to debate the concerns raised at the 1974 Lausanne 
Congress on World Evangelization that "Those of us who live in affluent circumstances accept our duty 
to develop a simple lifestyle in order to contribute more generously to both relief and evangelism." 

I found this book challenging in many ways and I think that John Stott has achieved his aim in 
encouraging serious consideration of these characteristics of Christian discipleship which he feels are 
often neglected. Much more could be said about each subject, of course, but this brief overview is well 
worth reading. 

At the end of this book John Stott adds a " Farewell" postscript, saying that this will be his final written 
work and many of the comments by reviewers in the first few pages pay tribute to his ministry over many 
years. Scripture quotations are mainly from "Today's New International Version". D.K.M. 

Father, Son and Spirit: The Trinity and John's Gospel. Andreas J. Rosenberger and Scott 
R. Swain. IVP. pp. 224, paperback. £ 12.99. ISBN 978 0 8308 2625 4. 

John's Gospel is considered to be the most theological of the Gospel records of the life and ministry of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The purpose of this book is to bring out the evidence of the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity as revealed in that Gospel. I do, however, find a problem in these kind of studies. The title seems 
to give the impression that the doctrine of the Holy Trinity is to be found either nowhere else in the 
Scripture or there are very little evidences of the Trinity elsewhere in Scripture. This, however, is not the 
case. Evidence of the Holy Trinity is to be found in the whole of the Bible. 

To be fair to the writers, they do not deny that this is the case, but to emphasise just one part of 
Scripture is to do so at the expense of the doctrine of the inspiration of the whole of the Scripture. One 
wonders whether indeed the writers do have a correct view of the inspiration of the Scriptures. On page 
51 ff. we have a liberal view of the origin of John's Gospel mentioned without any refutation of that liberal 
view:"The vast majority of the references to theos in this Gospel are to be found in what has been called 
'the Book of Signs' ( I: 19-12:50) . . .. This may indicate that theology proper is subordinated to Christology 
in John . ... " 

The so-called "Book of Signs" is the title of an unknown (and non-existent) source reputed to have 
been used by the Apostle John in the writing of his Gospel in the same manner that the writers of the 
Matthew and Luke reputedly used the source "Q" in the writing of their gospels. Such a view discounts 
the work of the Holy Spirit in the inspiration of the Scriptures. It is a theologically liberal method 
introduced by liberal scholars such as Rudolph Bultman and Karl Barth, etc., and most certainly not to 
be trusted. 

Now, we may ask, why do Evangelical scholars give any credence to this view of Scripture? And to the 
writings of men such as these/Taking a look at the bibliography ofthis book (which covers almost twenty 
pages) we find the names of many theological liberal scholars but we look in vain for references to such 
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men as John Owen, whose writings on the Trinity are in the first three volumes of his works published 
by the Banner of Truth Trust, and still available. Nor do we find any reference (with the exception of 
Athanasius and Augustine) to such classic works as James Sloss on The Doctrine of the Trinity as it is 
contained in the Scriptures. Why is this1 

The book is a very scholarly treatise suitable for scholars, but an intelligent layman and minister of the 
Gospel would probably find very little of pastoral value in it. 

J.E.N. 

Last Things First; Living In the Light of the Future. Graham Beynon. IVP. pp. 174, 
paperback. £7.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 412 I. 

This is a most helpful book, written in the modern style, and is the outcome of previous weekend 
lectures and sermons. There is much sound guidance, and it is especially helpful in dealing with 
fundamental truth, including subjects often avoided in present-day preaching. In studying his subject, Mr. 
Beynon informs us:"l was utterly convinced that we- myself included- were failing to consider the last 
things first, failing to live in the light of the future, and that we needed refocusing on what God says to 
us on this." 

Appropriate quotations are given from such as John Calvin and Martin Luther and C. S. Lewis. Subjects 
included are: Signs of the times; Facing death and giving life; Living in hope. A particularly welcome article 
is included on the subject of heii:"We must think about it because it is fundamental to what Jesus said 
and did. It is fundamental to the rest of the New Testament. This is no add-on, no side issue that you can 
leave as you wish. This is basic and foundational. If we edit out hell from our Christian thinking, we have 
completely changed the Gospel . .. we must think about it because our culture doesn't believe it." 
An Appendix is given in which "The Rapture, the millennium and the anti-Christ" are simply yet 
satisfactorily explained. D.L.J. 

Spurgeon's Practical Wisdom. The Banner ofT ruth Trust. pp. 328, hardback. £ 16.00. ISBN 978 I 
84871 051 I. 

Banner of Truth have struck gold again. This time, they've produced a reprint of the popular Spurgeon's 
Practical Wisdom, previously published as john Ploughman's Talk and Pictures. Although Spurgeon is best 
remembered as a preacher, he was a fine writer, and the articles published in this volume were written 
under the pseudonym of John Ploughman, a wise old farm worker. Spurgeon's aim was to invite his 
readers to consider the wisdom of several courses of action and attitudes and in these articles he 
claimed he "aimed blows at the vices of many" and tried to inculcate "those moral virtues without which 
men are depraved". 

Those who know Spurgeon only as a preacher will be delighted to see this side of him. With chapter 
titles like "On Religious Grumblers", "On Patience" and "On Gossip", there is much to learn from. 
Spurgeon had an amazing command of the English language and a rapier-like ability to cut into the sins 
of the human heart which damage us all. Here you will encounter wisdom like, "with children, you must 
mix gentleness with firmness, they must not always have their own way, but they must not always be 
thwarted". Be prepared for the odd archaism and quaintness of style - the great preacher is here 
adopting the style of a plain country man of the 19th century. But there is much to admire and students 
and lovers of Spurgeon will be delighted. The volume is handsomely produced with the original 
illustrations. B.S. 

Old Paths - New Shoes. Papers read at the Westminster Conference 2008. pp. 138, 
paperback. £5.95. Obtainable from John Harris, 8 Back Know I Road, Mirfield, Yorkshire WF 14 9SA. 

The Westminster Conference succeeded the Puritan and Reformed Studies Conference and is held in 
London each year. The authors and their subjects were: lain Murray, "What can we learn from the 
Puritans?"; John J. Murray, "The Recovery of the Reformed Vision"; Paul Brown, "The Life and Legacy of 
E. F. Kevan"; Robert Godfrey, "Tradition - the Reformed and Puritan Perspective"; Jonathan Watson, 
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"Spiritual Conflict", based on Thomas Brooks; and Faith Cook, "William Grimshaw and His Preaching". 
lain Murray led the Conference with some very important points -the one that attracted my attention 

was point 5: "We need to relearn from the Puritans the danger of Roman Catholicism", quoting from 
the Westminster Confession and the Savoy Declaration that the pope is antichrist and the son of perdition 
and that we need to learn the need to teach people the danger of Roman Catholicism from the 
Word of God. 

All papers were useful but the one that seemed most apt to me was that on Thomas Brooks, "an 
eminent practical book", Precious Remedies Against Satan's Devices, which could be especially useful 
today when so many are being deceived, both in politics and, above all, in religion. Based on 2 Corinthians 
2: I I, Brooks refers to "its exceeding usefulness to all ... a salve for every sore, a plaster for every wound, 
and a remedy against every disease, especially against those that tend most to the undoing of souls .... 
Every man cannot be excellent that may yet be useful. An iron key may unlock the door of a golden 
treasure .... " The· lecturer reckons that Brooks "discovers" no less than 38 of Satan's devices, no less 
than 189 precious remedies- on average approximately five remedies for every device! He says this book 
needs to be in every Christian's spiritual "medical cabinet, every Christian man's brief-case and every 
Christian woman's handbag". 

His guidance comes under three headings: (I) Know yourself - a cautionary note; (2) Know your 
enemy; and (3) Know your weapons, as well as giving helpful directions for Christian soldiers. Altogether 
Brooks' book, although written long ago, is suitable for today, as the enemy of souls is still alive! It is 
interesting to note that the next lecture on William Grimshaw tells us that he benefited from reading 
this book! D.C.R. 

Word Wise Volume One - God's Amazing Book. Alison Brown. Illustrator Alison Brown. 
The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 32, large booklet. £3.50. ISBN 978 I 84871 027 6. 

This is a chronological account of the well known characters and events of the Bible for children aged 
7-12. Containing colour illustrations, each chapter focuses on one book or group of books and includes 
a word search, number code or crossword. It would be a helpful way of familiarising children with the 
layout of their Bibles and improve their ability to locate verses so they can answer the puzzles in 

each chapter. E.H.H. 

My God is True! Lessons Learned Along Cancer's Dark Road. Paul D. Wolfe. The 
Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 168, paperback. £6.25. ISBN 978 I 84871 044 3. 

This book is a deeply moving account of a young US minister, associate pastor of New Hope Presbyterian 
Church in Fairfax, Virginia, struck with cancer within a year of his marriage. Told with modesty and with 
a deep sense of the overruling sovereignty of God in all things, it is a part-memoir, part-teaching account 
but, as he says in his Preface, it does not pretend to be an exhaustive treatment of the subject. 

After months of back pain and numbness in arms and legs, MRI scans, chemotherapy, tests and 
treatment, including an operation, he went with his wife Kirsty to New York, fearing a bone marrow 
operation. Great was their joy when told that a further operation was not necessary. Told with a wry 
sense of humour, he tells how he gradually recovered movement in his legs and back, and gives lessons 
for all sufferers, whether from cancer or otherwise. 

At first he was pleased he would be able to play sport again but God in His wisdom used a friend and 
fellow tennis player to teach him that all of us, including the healthy, are "wasting away" and that we are 
but pilgrims here. "I am more mindful now than I used to be of heaven as my destination, more self
conscious of my identity as a pilgrim. Cancer impressed those realities upon me." After quoting lessons 
from Jonathan Edwards and R. l. Dabney, he closes with a reference to the 17th century hymn of Samuel 
Rodigast (translated by C.Winkworth) which gave the book its title- "Whate'er my God ordains is right" 
- and asks the reader to read it "one more time. These words are true. My God is true. May you walk 
with Him as your God too." The author further makes the point that when a husband suffers his wife 
and dear ones suffer too. This is a stirring and remarkable book. 
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In his foreword, Sinclair B. Ferguson recalls that when the author received his Master of Divinity 
Diploma on 27th May 2000 with 80 others, the service commenced with the hymn, "How firm a 
foundation ye saints of the Lord, Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word". He could not help remarking 
that Paul Wolfe proved the truth of the third verse -"When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow" - as have many others. D.C.R. 

The Universe Next Door. Fifth Edition. James W. Sire. IVP. pp. 293, paperback. £ 11 .99. ISBN 978 
I 84474 420 6. 

This is a new edition of the above title. The biggest change from the earlier editions is that a chapter on 
Islam has been added, written by Winfried Corduan, Ph.D. Also, generally through this edition, new points 
and updates have been added. 

For those who do not know The Universe Next Door, it gives a fairly thorough introduction to nine 
present-day worldviews - namely Christian Theism, Deism, Naturalism, Nihilism, Existentialism (both 
religious and atheistic), Eastern Pantheistic Monism, The New Age, Post-Modernism and Islamic Theism. 
Each chapter repays careful study but, in general , the content is dear and concise. 

Dr. Sire writes unashamedly from an evangelical and biblical position but describes the various 
worldviews sympathetically, though, at the end of each chapter, he shows the weakness of the worldview 
described (except, of course, in the chapter on his own belief, Christian Theism). The book has footnotes 
throughout, most of which refer the reader to sources for further study. There is also a good index, 
though a bibliography would have been useful. The book is attractively presented. 

The Universe Next Door was written initially as a book for Christian students to help them handle the 
views that were presented to them by their lecturers. Now it is used as a textbook in a number of 
American universities and colleges - not only Christian ones. The book would not only be useful for 
young people at university but would make a good reference book for those confronted by these 
worldviews. G.D.M. 

The Breeze of the Centuries: Introducing the great theologians - from the 
Apostolic Fathers to Aquinas. Michael Reeves. IVP. pp.l52, paperback £8.99.1SBN 978 I 84474 
415 4. 

Dr. Reeves is the Theological Advisor for UCCF. His object is to make the Early and later Fathers of the 
Church accessible to us, confining himself to theologians, and of them he has chosen out those who have 
had the greatest influence on the English-speaking world. Thus such Eastern Church Fathers as Origen 
are missed out. He starts with Paphias, a disciple of the Apostle John, and ends with Thomas Aquinas. Such 
a wide sweep in a small book obviously restricts the amount he is able to write about each. 

His method is to give a little background and a glimpse of the life of each one in a readable way, suitable 
for students and anyone who would like to know something of these great theologians. The style is 
descriptive, the modern method, which tends to simply state without passing judgment on issues. For 
that reason, and for the reason that a little knowledge is a dangerous thing, it would be wise to read 
more widely than just the glimpse this book gives of each character. Dr. Reeves himself advises this. 
He quotes C. S. Lewis as saying, "For my own part I tend to find the doctrinal books often more helpful 
in devotion than the devotional books". Many would say "Amen" to that. His Scripture quotations are 
from the NIV. E.M. 

Makers of Puritan History. Marcus L. Loane.The Banner ofT ruth Trust. pp. 235, hardback. £ 14.50. 
ISBN 978 I 84871 043 6. 

The Banner of Truth Trust are to be congratulated on republishing this one volume containing four 
biographies and first published in 1960.As the cover blurb points out, the message of this book is more 
relevant today, when our religious freedoms are under threat, than it was in 1960. 

Loane has chosen four important leaders in the Puritan movement who suffered for their firm beliefs 
-two from Scotland, Alexander Henderson and Samuel Rutherford, and two from England, John Bunyan 
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and Richard Baxter. The author shows warm sympathy for the Presbyterians and Nonconformists in their 
stand against the Anglican Church, but he is not entirely uncritical. Rutherford was intolerant of other 
views and Baxter was not always orthodox. 

Henderson's letters and other personal papers have not come down to us and Loane explains that this 
is why Henderson is seen mainly as a public figure . In the author's other accounts there is a depth of 
personal detail. 

The book is attractively produced and easy to read. There is a very full index of names, with the main 
activities of the four heroes listed after their names. There is also a short bibliography after each 
biography, and there are many footnotes, mainly to secondary sources but occasionally giving an 
explanation of a bit of background history. The book would be of interest to anyone who is interested 
in 17th century Puritans, religious freedom or, more generally, church history. It might be a good 
introduction to 17th century religious history. G.D.M. 

The Letter to the Hebrews. Peter. T. O 'Brien. Apollos. pp. 614, hardback. £32.99. ISBN 978 I 
84474 422 0. 

This is one of the Apollos Pillar New Testament Commentaries, by a senior research fellow in New 
Testament at Moore Theological College, Sydney, Australia. He has been a missionary and long-time 
lecturer at Moore, and has written commentaries on Philippians and Ephesians. His aim is "above all to 
make clear the text of Scripture as we have it"- this is, unfortunately, usingToday's NIV: He seeks to use 
"the most important informed contemporary debate, but avoid getting mired in undue technical detail". 
However, he is quite clear that "God stands over against us. We do not stand in judgment on Him:' He 
studied Hebrews under Professor F. F. Bruce in Manchester, and has used a wide range of commentaries 
to write this, including Calvin's, as one amongst a host of writings on Hebrews. Surprisingly John Owen's 
monumental work on Hebrews does not figure , nor that of William Gouge, although Westcott and 
Montefiore appear in the long list as major works consulted. 

The print is clear and the contents include prefaces, list of abbreviations, bibliography, and an 
Introduction of 43 pages, covering such subjects as Authorship, Canonicity, Recipients, Destination, Date, 
Genre (type of literature), Structure, Exposition, Exhortation, Purpose, Hebrews in its First-Century 
World, and Christian Origins. 

The Commentary takes from pages 44 to 541. It is in 9 sections, subdivided, starting each main section 
with an introduction, many of the sub-divisions also having introductions. The text of the Bible follows, 
then a verse-by-verse commentary. Footnotes are copious. A knowledge of original languages is not 
demanded, although footnotes have Hebrew and Greek vocabulary in them. Indexes come at the end and 
include, of Subjects, Authors, Scripture References and Extra-Biblical References. 

Taking chapter 4, verses 3-5, in discussing the word "rest", he gives his reasons for concluding it is a 
wholly future state, the Christian hope. This is something many have disagreed with him about, as the 
word "rest" is, literally, "Sabbath observance". E.M. 
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