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• EDITORIAL • 

Old Series 
No. 2679 

WE thank readers who have sent us encouraging letters over the months and 
above all those who pray for us as Trustees, Secretary, Typesetter, and Editor. 
It is a great privilege to seek to help other pilgrims rejoice with us along life's 
road. It is a rough path and steep, but it has such great rewards and privileges, that 
none of us, readers and producers, would exchange the Lord Jesus, our Pearl of 
great price, for anything this world holds. 

Thank you also to those who have taken the trouble to comment, and to provide 
articles for publication. It is not always possible to use them, but that does not 
make us less thankful to receive them. May the Gospel Magazine remain faithful 
until the Lord come, as we seek to witness to the Gospel of the Free Grace of God. 

One of the Trustees, the Rev. James E. North, has written an account of The 
Early Years of the Gospel Magazine 1766-1797. When it is ready, as we hope 
shortly, we shall make it available to buy. 

The painstaking work of making past issues available on the internet is 
progressing very well, thanks to Mr. John Rees-Evans, Mrs. Pam Bateman, and 
all working with them. They carefully unpick each volume by hand, and place 
each page on a copier, and thence onto our website, where the volumes are visited 
by many thousands each year. It is a free resource, but has cost us considerable 
sums annually to upload. May all redound to the glory of God. Each volume is 
then rebound professionally, and placed back in our library shelves in St. Mary's 
Episcopal Chapel, Castle Street, Reading, by the kindness of the Minister, the 
Rev. Edward J. Malcolm, another Trustee, and Chapel Council and Chapel 
Trustees, where Mr. John Westmacott, who is also a Trustee, cares for them. 

We still seek missing past volumes and individual issues, which are now 
difficult to find, and the list is contained in the enclosed leaflet. We received much 
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good help last time we asked readers' aid over this, and now if anyone is able to 
help, we ask you in the Lord's Name to do so, even if by just loaning a volume or 
back issue. When once the project is completed, and we trust that will be next 
year, we shall, by God's grace, hope to have the only complete set in existence, 
and all available free on the internet. The British Library is still copying ours on 
to their website, so this is the most permanent form of preservation which this 
uncertain world affords. In spite of predictions, God has a hand in showing this 
age what the true Gospel of our forefathers is and always was. We do all by faith 
that He will reward our efforts by using the site to the salvation of many sinners 
and encouragement of the "few there be that find" the path of life. 

--·--

• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

0 joy that seekest me through pain 

"And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make 
there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thoufleddestfrom 

the face of Esau thy brother" (Genesis 35:1) 

CAN I ask, knowing it is a hurtful but necessary probing of a very tender sore: are 
your children in church on the Lord's Day? Do they strive for the faith once they 
have flown the nest? Looking at the Christian scene in Britain one has to admit 
that there is a great crisis in our homes. Things have gone badly wrong. Numerous 
families have departed the faith of their fathers, and too many parents accept 
the situation. 

God encourages us to get up and put matters right, not just wring our hands. 
Nothing is impossible with God, even after things have gone very wrong. So let 
us look at the restoration of Jacob's family. If ever a family needed a reformation 
of religion, the patriarch Jacob's did. The whole matter rested first with him as 
head of family. When he put matters right with the Lord, then and only then was 
his family recovered out of the snare of the devil. 

Heads of believing families should live in tents 

Satan seems to get in among Jacob's family, unpredictably, suddenly, and 
powerfully in the massacre of the men of Shechem by Jacob's sons. But the cause 
is much earlier. God told Jacob to be a pilgrim, a nomad, living in a tent and not 
mixing with the people of the land, the Amorites. There was a good reason, and 
Jacob knew it. God had appeared to Abram and said, "for the iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet full". The holy seed were to keep separate from people of 
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the land and their evil ways which were building up to a climax of judgment 
before God. 

Instead, he left his brother Esau and went to Succoth, where he immediately 
moved out of a tent and built himself a house. You may think that a small matter, 
but God did not. His sons were little when he left Esau, but they were full grown 
men next time we meet him after Succoth, in Shechem. This is the root cause why 
today Christians' families have gone wrong. We have a poisoned contentment 
with this world and its evil ways, and fail to separate our families from the world 
as pilgrims and strangers on this earth. 

Heads of believing families rest too much on past blessings 

Jacob had grown complacent. He had been marvellously helped by God when he 
fled from his brother, that night in Bethel when God appeared to him in a dream, 
and God had brought him safely through fourteen years of Laban's exploitation 
and helped him when Laban pursued after him when he fled. Then the angels of 
God had appeared to Jacob at Mahanaim in two companies guarding him as he 
came to the deeply-feared meeting with his brother Esau who had sworn to kill 
him. Then that night at the fords of the Jabbok river, God had met with him and 
wrestled with him, and Jacob fought until God changed his name to Israel, a 
prince with God, and lamed the patriarch. 

Jacob forgot so soon and took it all too lightly, so God had to let things go really 
chaotically and irrecoverably wrong with Jacob and his household, in order to 
restore him. That is the story of many a Christian family head in this land. 

Heads of families forget what they promised God in the first flush of believing 
When he fled home, Jacob lighted upon a certain place in the wilderness, and God 
appeared and spoke through the dream of the ladder set up to heaven. So when he 
awoke, Jacob said, "Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not. And he was 
afraid and said, How dreadful is this place." In the morning "Jacob vowed a vow, 
saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in the way that I go, and will 
give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my father's 
house in peace, then shall the Lord be my God. And this stone which I have set 
for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely 
give the tenth unto thee" (Genesis 28:20-22). 

And he settles in Shechem, his vow postponed to a more convenient time. 
He has not gone the fairly short journey to see his old father again these many 
years. Nor has he taken the trouble to return to Bethel. He found it more 
comfortable to put it off; unthankfulness bred forgetfulness, and he forgot what 
God had done for him. 

The matter most needing putting right in a Christian family is the head of 
that family. 

There are reasons God will restore our families, which we may plead in prayer. 
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God's purposes are bound up in believers' families 

God had a purpose, and that was to take Himself a seed amid all the wickedness 
since the flood, with Ham's seed leading the way in rebellion under Nimrod and 
the building of Babylon. So He called Abraham, and said, "For I know him, that 
he will command his children after him, that they shall keep the ways of the Lord, 
to do justice and judgment, that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he 
hath spoken of him". And here the children are, a bare two generations later, far 
from keeping the ways of the Lord and justice and judgment. 

The reason God chooses a man is not to give him a comfortable life, but to serve 
God, freely and without compulsion, out of a grateful heart. The great matter is to 
have a godly seed. Here is Abraham's family quickly turned aside, unthankful, 
unholy, their faith melting like ice under a hot sun. Satan has a purpose, and that 
is to thwart God's plan, "in thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed". Satan 
ruined the first family, and attacked Jacob's, and is ruining ours today. 

How can we hope for God to deal with our sinful children? 

God wakens believers' families very suddenly and deeply painfully 

All must have seemed well as Jacob pondered where to go after Succoth. Where 
better than Sichem, where Abram first settled in the land, and bought land for a 
burying place? There Jacob had the safety of his own inherited field. Times were 
changing, the Shechemites had spread and multiplied and, unlike Abraham, he 
would have to fit in with them. That did not concern Jacob as it ought. Our safety 
is in God, not in possessions. 

Once there, Dinah went out to visit the daughters of the land, and Shechem the 
son of Hamor, prince of Shechem fell for her, and, thinking nothing of it, as the 
world views the matter, violated her. How many a Christian family has had such 
a painful experience. 

God lets believers' families sink very low before stepping in 

But God went further to waken Jacob to obedience. His sons, Simeon and Levi, 
along with their brothers, were silently infuriated and planned vengeance. They 
tricked the men of Shechem into circumcision by proposing a peaceful alliance, 
and then when they could not resist, fell upon them with the sword and killed 
them and enslaved the rest after spoiling their town. Their brethren helped them. 
Looking back to this on his deathbed, Jacob prophesied of them: "Simeon and 
Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations ... cursed be their 
anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel." Many a Christian parent 
has seen their children's characters in a very different light when they had later in 
life thrown off all pretence of believing. Jacob said to his sons "Ye have troubled 
me to make me to stink among the inhabitants of the land" . Jacob set out to dwell 
in Shechem, but it displeased God and, far from gaining friendship, he ended up 
making enemies over a wide area. 
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Jacob's true safety would have been in so walking with God that God would 
have called the sons to faith, and changed their characters. But no, safety seemed 
to lie in a worldly direction - Shechem. 

God's dealings with our childrens' hearts is our real safety 

In reality safety lies in God dealing with the lives of a believer's children. He 
alone can change them from the self-slavery of their passions, to accept God's 
government over their lives. This word is written large across believers' families 
today - just look around you. What a humbling awakening God inflicted on 
Jacob! It is not a good education or good marriage that is the greatest need of your 
children, but a walk with God. 

In the same way God dealt with Jacob, we can expect Him to deal with us. 

God will show you the way of recovery most graciously 

God knew Jacob had a converted heart and would obey, so He gently avoided 
saying "I told you so!". Instead he showed the first step to getting out of the mess, 
"Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there". He does not chide, scold, and 
recriminate. Do not fear to return. 

"And make there an altar unto God that appeared unto thee, when thou fleddest 
from the face of Esau thy brother." Unquestioning obedience is the only way to 
recover our families. Take a very decided step. You see clearly that something 
needs to be done, so return to Christ as you first knew Him. Jacob did not actually 
promise to build an altar when he woke that morning long before in Bethel, but 
clearly both God and he knew it was what he meant by setting up a pillar and 
pouring oil over it. This is the only command given to a patriarch to build an altar. 

God says He "appeared", and it is the word used of appearing to Abram at the 
first. It includes the dream Jacob had, so God was real in that dream, and 
"appeared" personally. This is the only way a family is ever recovered for the 
Lord after going wrong. Putting right the past is a very big need for many a head 
of a Christian family. 

This is the key of putting the believer's family right, that God appear to the 
head. 

I remember being told that a Mr. B - - - preached the Gospel when Vicar of the 
church I later went to, and many were saved. He used to rise early, and go into a 
cold study in that vast vicarage, and kneel down and pray. I met an old man in a 
church in the Wirrall, far away, who told me, "I learned more of what justification 
meant in ten minutes of Mr. B--- 's preaching than I did from all the rest". One 
day the church warden came to Mr. B - - - in the vestry after the service and said 
he wanted to be saved. Mr. B - - - , a man of few words, turned to him and said, 
"Well, Mr. H - - - you know what you have to do first". The man, a policeman, 
went home to his wife and confessed what he had been doing, and came back. He 
was a leading Christian for many years in that church. His daughter was a 
missionary our church supported. 
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God alone makes the men of a house to be of one mind 
So Jacob had to go to his household and all those with them- there is no avoiding 
this part of recovery- and told them to do something really difficult: "Put away 
the strange gods that are among you." That was a big thing to ask. Rachel's were 
her last links with her dear home far away. She had stolen the household gods 
from her father because she trusted in them. The family and servants had other 
gods - "elohim", the very word used of the True God when He said to Jacob, 
"Arise"- and "They gave Jacob all the strange gods that were in their hand, and 
all their earrings that were in their ears". They were likely amulets, and trusted by 
them to ward off ill fortune. But one thing the lot had in common, they were silver 
and gold, things men do not willingly give up. But Jacob could not move without 
their agreement, nor would God accept him in Bethel. So God made them willing 
in the day of His power. They washed themselves, and changed their heavy long 
coats. All things are possible with God, so take courage and tell your family to 
cast all their idols to the bats and the moles. 

God honours the faith of parents but waits to be gracious 
The objects were buried under the oak in Shechem, whether rendered unusable 
first we do not know, but we never read of them being returned to or collected. 
The men were not changed by God, standing there unrepentant and hard hearted, 
with their captives and spoil. God appeared to do little, but in fact He was working 
unseen below the surface of the lives of the family. God knew in the future He 
would honour Jacob's faith. Then Jacob told them to go to Bethel. That means he 
had confessed what had gone on between Esau and himself when growing up. 
Those men remembered that, and many years later it bore fruit in their repentance. 
Do not fear to go on, even if you see it is merely a surface matter when they listen 
to your passionate desire that they should know Christ. They stand unmoved, but 
God writes the end of life's story. Known unto God are His ways from the 
beginning. God told Jacob to set old wrongs right, and that is the only way get a 
family out of false religion. 

The first way God honoured Jacob's faith is that as they journeyed through 
hostile and warlike vengeful people, "the terror of God was upon those cities that 
were round about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob". "When a 
man's ways please the Lord, He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him." 

The next way was that God restored fellowship with Jacob, for "God went up 
from him in the place where he talked with him". The whole family received a 
lesson they never forgot, that God was personal to Jacob, and had made him 
promises into the future that involved them. It is a great lesson, and one you can 
teach your unsaved family. 

God went on dealing with Jacob and the family 
His dear, dear Rachel died by the way, giving birth to Benjamin. God did not 
change life because they had returned to Him, but went on loving them in the 
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state they were in, so hard hearted that they would soon sell their brother Joseph 
as a slave. 

It ended in the sudden conversion of the whole family years later 
Years later, under Joseph's wisdom, and through a series of terrors, God changed 
the hearts of those sons down in Egypt, and made them His own by repentance 
and faith. You cannot know the results of your example of simple obedience to the 
Lord. God may act slowly to our eyes, but "As for God, his way is perfect". Take 
courage and revisit those wrong areas in the past, confess, witness boldly, and 
these simple things are what the Lord uses most powerfully for the recovery of 
the believer's family. 

--·--

• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

CARINE MACKENZIE 

RESPECT FOR LIFE 

IF you ever watch a news bulletin on television or open a newspaper, you will 
most likely find a story about someone being killed violently. Many horrific 
crimes happen in our country every day and when someone is killed we are 
appalled and horrified. Life is precious. God is the giver of life and no one has the 
right to take away life carelessly. We have been made in the image of God, and so 
human life is sacred. 

The murderer is guilty of breaking one of God's commandments- "Thou shalt 
not kill". But the commandment goes much further than forbidding the act of 
murder. The Lord Jesus in the sermon on the mount gave it a deeper meaning. All 
sins that lead to murder and are the causes of murder are also forbidden. Anger 
and hatred are against this law of God. 

The first family was affected by the evil of murder. Adam and Eve had two 
sons, Cain and Abel. Abel was a shepherd and Cain cultivated the land. One day 
they both brought offerings to God. Cain brought some produce from the land. 
Abel brought one of his best animals. God was pleased with Abel's offering but 
Cain's offering was not what God required. Cain was angry with God and with 
his brother. When the brothers were out in the field, Cain killed his brother Abel. 
God knew what Cain had done and he punished him by driving him out of the 
land. The sin of hatred led to the sin of murder. 

King Saul, the first king of Israel, was jealous of David who had been anointed 
and chosen by God to be king. Saul tried to kill David but David escaped with the 
help of his dear friend Jonathan. David roamed as a fugitive in the mountains and 
wilderness. God kept him safe. One day Saul came to the entrance of a cave where 
David was hiding. Saul settled down to sleep. David could easily have killed Saul, 
but he refused to do so. He secretly cut off a comer of Saul's robe. 
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When Saul left the cave, David called after him, "My Lord the King!". David 
bowed to the ground and said, "Don't listen when people say that David wants to 
harm you. I could have killed you today but I spared your life." On this occasion 
David obeyed the command, "Thou shalt not kill". 

The Bible makes it clear to us too that there are occasions when taking 
someone's life is not against the sixth commandment. The death penalty was laid 
down in the law as the just punishment for certain offences. Defending oneself 
and one's country in time of war is also a just reason for taking life. 

God also made an exception for the person who killed someone accidentally. 
Six cities of refuge were set up as a place of refuge, so that revenge would not be 
taken on the person who killed by accident. These cities point us to the safety we 
find in the Lord Jesus. 

BIBLE SEARCH 

Find the words missing from the verses. The initial letters of your answers will 
spell out an important word. 

1. As sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through 
_____ unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 5:21). 

2. And I give unto them ____ life and they shall never perish (John 
10:28). 

3. Wherefore hast thou the commandment of the Lord, to do evil 
in his sight? Thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword (2 Samuel 
12:9). 

4. He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness 
____ until now (1 John 2:9). 

5. And the Lord set a ____ upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill 
him (Genesis 4:15). 

6. For behold the Lord cometh out of his place to _____ the inhabitants 
of the earth for their iniquity (Isaiah 26:21). 

7. And Saul yet breathing out and slaughter against the disciples of 
the Lord, went unto the high priest (Acts 9: 1). 

8. Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the 
____ of God made he man (Genesis 9:6). 

9. For whosoever shall keep the whole law and yet _____ in one point, he 
is guilty of all (James 2:1 0). 

10. And the Lord formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
_____ the breath of life; and man became a living soul (Genesis 2:7). 
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• A SERMON • 

Part II 
REV. JUSTUS VERMEER 

Supplied by A. W. DE LANGE (Scherpenzeel, The Netherlands) 

LET us now see what this saying means, "to be in Christ". 

1. "To be in Christ" is a saying we often find in Holy Scripture; i.e. Ephesians 
1:13: "In Whom (knowing Christ) ye also are" (Dutch rendering), and Ephesians 
2:13: "But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ." It makes "to know", to be unified with Christ, to come to 
Him, to believe on Him, as it is sometimes expressed: "he that cometh to me shall 
never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst" (John 6:35). It also is 
expressed to be of one Spirit with Him: "But he that is joined unto the Lord is one 
spirit" ("with Him", Dutch rendering) (1 Corinthians 6: 17). Thus, to express the 
closeness of this union, a man can say that it is an actual, spiritual, true and most 
close union, which is compared to a vine and its branches (John 15:5); a tree with 
branches (Romans 11:17); the head and the body (Ephesians 1:22-23); flesh with 
the body (John 6:54-56); a garment with the body- "put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ" (Romans 13: 14); and, "for as many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ" (Galatians 3:27); a house and its foundation- "to whom 
coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and 
precious, ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house".To be united with 
Christ is compared with a union of matrimony - "and I will betroth thee unto me 
for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in 
lovingkindness, and in mercies. I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: 
and thou shalt know the Lord" (Hosea 2: 19-20). The Lord Jesus expresses the 
closeness of this union, "that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I 
in thee, that they also may be one in us" (John 17:21). This bond of union began 
in eternity - "according as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the 
world" (Ephesians 1:4). From eternity the sons of men were the delight of Christ 
(Proverbs 8:31). This bond is worked out in time and perfected in eternity - "that 
he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish" (Ephesians 5:27). 

2. This union is often opposed in the righteous. Here the enemy strives the 
strongest to darken the activities of the faithful. As by the light, which they have 
a little of in their evil hearts and in their weak practice, they are not able to 
distinguish good and evil. So it is if they occasionally draw any conclusion, as 
they are kept in darkness they do not dare admit it but say the opposite, so they 
miss everything and do not "know the things that are freely given to us of God" 
(1 Corinthians 2:12). 
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3. The bond of the union is also called "to be sealed to the people of the Lord". 
This belongs to assurance. This some enjoy and others not. Heman missed it 
(Psalm 88). Job enjoyed it- "I know that my redeemer liveth" (Job 19:25)- and 
David- "The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want" (Psalm 23: 1) -and Paul
"I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him against that day" (2 Timothy 1:12). The one 
person enjoys it in a greater measure than another. David could say, though nature 
was turned upside down, "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the 
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though the waters thereof roar and 
be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof' (Psalm 46: 
1-3). And, "The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the Lord 
is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Though an host should 
encamp against me, my heart shall not fear" (Psalm 27:1 , 3). Another enjoys it to 
a lesser extent, though sometimes amid darkness and strife, and under the power 
of unrighteous things. The bride said: "behold, he standeth behind our wall" 
(Song 2:9) . Even though there was a wall of something in between, she still 
believed that Jesus stood behind there and had an eye to her needs and-miseries 
and would help her. So there are faithful souls who are their whole lifetime under 
the fear of death (still fearing that they will perish), yet are submissive. And again 
there are others, who cry to the Father and by the Spirit of adoption cry, "Abba, 
Father" (Romans 8: 15). This assurance of faith follows after the presence of faith. 
This is shown in Ephesians 1: 13: "In whom (knowing Christ) ye also trusted, after 
that ye heard the word of truth . . . ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise." See here how wrong it is if somebody is believing to insist more about 
assurance than about truth in the inner part, that is, true faith in Christ. Of this 
comes that fruitless sort of labouring. 

4. Just as Christ is the meritorious cause, so the Holy Spirit is the immediate 
cause of this union with Christ. The Holy Spirit makes this bond of union by the 
Word, especially by the promises. The Spirit of promise (Ephesians 1: 13) is 
therefore called the Spirit of faith (2 Corinthians 4: 13). He seals this normally by 
the sacraments and ordinances to establish it. "there are three that bear witness 
in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one" 
(1 John 5:8). That is, they are a seal of assurance for the faithful ; namely that God 
is true and immutable and therefore their state of grace is an eternal foundation, 
so that the Spirit works faith . "For through him we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father" (Ephesians 2: 18). And the Spirit strengthens the faithful and now 
and then seals them by His Word and sacraments, which ordinances are the 
window lattices through which the bride saw her Beloved and by which way the 
faithful come unto this great assurance. 

• To BE CoNTINUED • 
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• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

P. K I N G ( H a i Isham) 

Chapter 19 

THE previous chapter dealt with the sins of the whole nation, but this one singles 
out the leadership. Those called to lead must be wise and biblical, or they will 
be called to personal account. That is a solemn thought for all who have 
responsibility in the church! 

1. The unfaithful leadership (verses 1-9). The two kings in question are 
Jehoakin and Zedekiah, who were the last two rulers in Judah. They had acted in 
a wild and unruly way (lion-like) and this led to the overthrow of Jerusalem. 
Jeremiah the prophet spoke a number of times against playing politics, by seeking 
alliances, but they did not heed his words. Jehoakin thought he could resist 
Babylon by deceit, but soon learned his mistake. Zedekiah asked help from the 
great enemy Egypt, but found himself in Babylon, a blind prisoner. Many church 
leaders have looked out into the world to see if they could use worldly attractions 
to increase the congregation. The thinking is that the people will flock to the 
church and become believers. The result is usually quite the reverse - the things 
used to enhance the church destroy the church, reducing it to a social gathering. 
So "his voice should no more be heard upon the mountains of Israel" (verse 9). 
"Come out," says God, not "let them in". 

2. The unfruitful church (verses 10-14). The scene changes and the nation is 
likened to a vine, the chief of fruit-bearing trees. The church must show the glory 
of God, but alas, a strong east wind dries up the vine (verse 12) and the fire 
destroys the branches. Weakness takes over from strength and, as in the previous 
chapter, this is a picture of the church trying to derive strength from the world and 
its gimmicks. Israel is all but finished and so is the local church that is foolish 
enough to merge into the society of Satan. The high office of the Church is 
demeaned when foolishness is allowed in pulpits and church witness. We become 
the same as the world. 

LESSONS FOR TODAY 

(a) Church leaders must show example by humility and discernment. There is 
no place in church leadership for "shows of strength". Jealousy is a savage enemy 
in the church and fellowships have failed because pastors and leaders have 
become jealous of another member's gifts rather than foster them to the benefit 
of everyone. 

(b) High office brings great responsibility, and also great privilege, but it can 
also feed pride as a feeling of power creeps over people. 
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(c) Without the glory of Christ the church is nothing, just as the moon needs 
light from its greater lunar companion. What does our church reflect? The light of 
the sun or the "light" of the dark world of sin? 

(d) If this "strong east wind" continues on the church, the church will die, but 
God is gracious and kindly rebukes. 

(e) Ungodly practices in the church will destroy it. Again the lesson has to be 
learned that friendship with the world is enmity against God. 

(f) All worship and devotion must look to Christ - or He will withdraw His 
Spirit from the fellowship. The sad thing is that often the churches do not know 
the Lord has taken His Spirit from them! 

GOD IS FAITHFUL, BY WHOM YE WERE CALLED 
UNTO THE FELLOWSHIP OF HIS SON JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD 

--·--

• EARLY ENGLISH MONASTICISM • 

Concluded 

EDWARD J. MALCOLM (Reading) 

3. MISSIONARY ACTIVITY 

THE conversion of England, though by no means total, was at a point where it 
could be argued that every kingdom, town and village was under the spiritual care 
of a minster and its clergy. Bishoprics extended throughout the land, and the 
Christian faith was preached everywhere. It is no surprise then, that we find the 
thoughts of the English turning to the wider world. It is also pointed out that 
Egbert, who went into voluntary exile in Ireland, and from there travelled 
northward to preach Roman rule to the monks of Iona and to the Picts, was in fact 
motivated by the idea of pilgrimage. Indeed, had it not been for a vision which 
forbade him from undertaking a sea voyage, we may well be speaking now of 
Egbert the Northumbrian, rather than Willibrord the Northumbrian. However, as 
we will see, it is neither of these two men, but another, who stands out as the 
greatest missionary of the Anglo-Saxon Church. 

(a) Willibrord 

Willibrord came, under the direction of the Pope, for the Bishop of Rome had, by 
this time, arrogated the title to himself, to Frisia and Saxony. His coming was not 
that of the first English missionary, for some twelve years Wilfrid had been exiled 
there by the king, and had used the time to preach to the German peoples. It would 
be under Willibrord, though, that the church would be established among the 
Frisian people. 
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Born about the year 658 in Northumbria, Willibrord was educated both by 
Wilfrid of Ripon in the Roman style and by Egbert of Ireland in the Celtic. It 
would seem that Wilfrid influenced the young man to travel to Germany as a 
missionary. This was a brave course to undertake, as two of his companions, 
White Hewald and Black Hewald (so named because of their hair) were martyred 
by those among whom they lived before they were granted the opportunity to 
preach the Gospel to the inhabitants of Saxony. Bede records that it was their habit 
of praying, singing psalms, and "their daily offering of the sacrifice of the saving 
oblation" that aroused the pagans to such cruelty. 

The missionaries had come to Frisia, in the modem Netherlands, at the 
request of the Frankish king Pepin, who was himself a Christian convert and who 
held sway over the Frisian kings. The party consisted of thirteen in all, with 
Willibrord as their leader. On the second of two visits to Rome he was consecrated 
bishop of Utrecht, a position he held until his death. Attempts to take the Gospel 
further afield were thwarted by the refusal of the Frisian king to submit to 
baptism, once he learned that, since none of his ancestors had professed faith in 
Christ, there was no hope of his being reunited to them in heaven. So he refused 
baptism, saying that he would rather be in hell with his forbears than in heaven 
without them. 

Willibrord was a man of courage, who destroyed a number of important pagan 
shrines, temples and symbols, thus helping to bring an end to superstition, and 
demonstrating the superiority of Christianity over other religions. He had to flee 
Frisia for a short while when the same Frisian king, Radbod, burned churches, and 
martyred a number of Christians. It is said that the destruction was so widespread 
that all progress made to date was virtually undone, yet Willibrord took up the 
task with cheerfulness and vigour, and soon reestablished all he had begun to do. 
Toward the end of his life in 719 Willibrord was assisted by the arrival of an able 
assistant, of whom more in a moment. 

The significance of Willibrord can be seen in two things. First, assuming the 
account of the calling of missionaries by the Frankish king is quite accurate, this 
indicates the high regard in which the Anglo-Saxon church was held. There were 
many able men in France, and Rome itself was by no means out of reach. Yet the 
English had gained a reputation as worthy evangelists, braving as they did the 
pagans of England and the Picts in the north, to take the Gospel to them. Secondly, 
we see how Christianity was a spreading movement throughout Europe. The 
Germanic states did not have the legacy of Roman rule, so lacked both the 
infrastructure and the language Imperial Rome left elsewhere. Yet for all that the 
people of that part of the world were aware of Christianity, and those in authority 
saw it as their duty to establish it among their people as far as they were able. 
Would that it were so in our day. 

It is worth adding in passing that the diocese of Utrecht was the first to 
throw off papal rule, before the Reformation. See J. A. Dakin, St. Willibrord's 
Foundation . 
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(b) Boniface, apostle of Germany 

The greatest missionary figure of the early English Church is undoubtedly 
Boniface, the man who came to Frisia to assist Willibrord. Born in Wessex, 
allegedly in Crediton, Boniface was of noble descent, and was originally named 
Winfrid or Wynfrith. He entered a religious house against his father's wishes at an 
early age, possibly at Exeter, and later removed to the Benedictine house at 
Nursling, Southampton. He became a priest aged thirty, after some years spent as 
a teacher in the abbey schooL He is credited with writing the first Latin grammar 
book in England. 

In 716 he went as a missionary to Frisia, intending to preach in Old English, 
which was similar to Old Frisian. However, the war which cost Willibrord so 
much was in full swing, and Boniface returned to Nursling. After a seven-year 
delay he returned, and came to Hesse. There he found an ancient oak tree which 
was used in the worship of a pagan deity. Calling on the deity to strike him down 
for touching the sacred oak he set about felling it with an axe. A sudden gust of 
wind blew the tree over, Boniface was unharmed, and the amazed populace 
readily agreed to convert to Christianity. While we may be tempted to dismiss 
such conversions as being based on no understanding of the Gospel, we ought to 
accept that, in the eyes of the common people, what had taken place was a contest 
between two gods; theirs had lost, and so they felt they had no option but to 
abandon the old religion in favour of the new. We ought also to recognise that 
religion was a powerful tool in the armoury of ambitious kings, who saw 
conversions to a new faith to be a useful means of changing the allegiance of 
those they had conquered. Yet Boniface was no king's stooge, taking payment to 
aid conquest. He was a man who desired the spread of the Gospel, and was willing 
to risk all for the cause of Christ. 

Boniface had a roving commission from the Bishop of Rome to take the Gospel 
to the pagans of the Germanic states, as a bishop, but without a diocese. While 
some have argued that the impetus for this came from the wandering Irish bishops 
of the Celtic Church, it seems more probable to accept that he was following the 
pattern set by the Frenchman Amand, seventh century missionary to the northern 
Gauls, who was also a bishop without a diocese. 

It also needs to be mentioned that Boniface was preceded in his missionary 
work in the Germanic states, not only by Willibrord, but also by Killian, an Irish 
monk who came to what we would call Bavaria, toward the end of the seventh 
century. He suffered a martyr's death, though the exact date remains unknown. 

Thus Willibrord and Boniface are not to be considered as something unusual in 
the early English Church, but are clearly only part of an ongoing missionary 
aspect, of which, of course, Aidan would rank among the first. 

In the course of his roving around the Germanic states Boniface founded, or 
was closely connected with the founding, of several abbeys. These include the 
great abbey at Fulda, where in time his bones would be laid to rest. 
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Boniface, with the aid of the Frankish Christian kings, founded a number of 
dioceses, including in 745 the archdiocese of Mainz, of which he became first 
bishop. He ruled over the churches of Germany only through the support of the 
Frankish kings, without whom he would have had little hope of imposing order. 
Indeed, Boniface considered the quarrelling Christians to be the greatest threat to 
his health and happiness, yet it was not they but the pagan tribesmen who killed 
him, when, in 754, he returned to Frisia in the hope of fulfilling his ambition to 
convert them. Instead of being met by a group of converts he was confronted by 
tribesmen who, it is thought, looked to find treasure in the chests he carried. After 
the aged archbishop and his companions had been slaughtered the plundered 
chests revealed only clothes and books. So ended the life of a man who did much 
to convert the pagans of Germany, preaching the Gospel as often as he could, 
baptising thousands of people during his lifetime, and establishing a settled and 
ordered church to the best of his ability. 

CONCLUSION 

What, then, are we to make of this? We find a form of monasticism in England 
which, though indebted to both Roman and Celtic models, manages to carve out 
a distinctive role for itself. We find such houses being headed up by the most able 
and godly men and women, who gave themselves wholeheartedly to the service 
of God. We see them at work, in study, in contemplation, and as preachers of the 
Word. And we see them travelling far and wide to take the Gospel to other lands, 
to other people. Were they the same as other Christians, or different? If different, 
what made that difference? Was it the influence of Celtic Christianity, or the 
fusion of Roman and Celtic, so that the best of the two strands found their perfect 
synthesis in the English Church? 

Perhaps we should consider the words of one historian, Patrick Wormald, who 
has asserted that "Christianity in Anglo-Saxon England was successfully 
assimilated by a warrior nobility which had no intention of abandoning its 
culture, or seriously changing its way of life, but which was willing to throw its 
traditions, customs, tastes and loyalties into the articulation of the new faith". In 
other words, the influence of the Gospel on the best of the English character 
served, under God, to the furtherance of that Gospel, in this land and abroad. 
The world at large owed much to the English. The English owed everything to 
the Gospel. 

Are we content to be nothing? Are we content to walk in the secret of God? The 
Lord give us to learn practically what it is thus to pass through this world. You can 
get neither the Christian nor the church in a state that Christ is not sufficient for. 
The Lord give us to know our nothingness. J. N. Darby 
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• JOHN • 

M. HANDFORD (Kibworth, Beauchamp, Leicester) 

ALONG with Peter and James, John became one of the inner circle of the 
apostolic band, and was permitted to share in the supreme experiences of our 
Lord's earthly life. They were present at the raising of Jairus' daughter, at the 
Transfiguration, and in Gethsemane. John, then, was one of the disciples closest 
to Jesus. 

By nature he was a man of over-reaching ambition. Mark tells how, with James, 
he came with the request for the chief places in the kingdom. The others resented 
this as an attempt to steal a march on them. Christ taught a much needed lesson 
(see Mark 10:42-45). 

They seem to have been higher up the social scale than the other disciples and 
wanted to keep their distinction, even in heaven. 

He was a man of violent temper. The direct route from Galilee to Jerusalem 
passed through Samaria, and on his last journey the Lord took that route. He sent 
messengers on ahead to a Samaritan village to make preparations to stay there, but 
the ancient enmity prevailed and hospitality was discourteously refused. 

The reaction of John and James was immediate and violent - "wilt thou that 
we command fire to come down and consume them?". They had to be reminded 
that they were followers of One who had come not to destroy but to save. 
Discourteous as the Samaritan villagers had been, their conduct was not to be met 
with violence. 

John was a man of intolerant heart. He saw a man casting out devils in Christ's 
Name who was not actually of their company. John had thereupon forbidden him 
to carry on his healing work. Jesus told John to leave the man alone, for he that 
was not against Him was for Him. We should note the attitude of the apostle Paul 
in this connection - see Philippians 1: 18. 

John was well named "a son of thunder", but he became the apostle of love. He 
was transformed by grace. A new love, the love of Christ, stole into his heart and 
expelled the intolerance, the vain ambition, and the violent temper. What grace 
did for John, it has done for innumerable others. 

John, instead of being self-seeking, became self-effacing. He often speaks of 
himself indirectly, in the third person. He never mentions himself by name in his 
gospel, and has withheld his name as the author of the books he wrote, with the 
exception of the Revelation. He became the outstanding exponent of the love and 
the loveliness of Christ, yet there is no greater denunciation of sin and the devil 
than in John's writings. 

The early church assigned to John the emblem of the eagle. Just as this bird has 
a strong eye and can look at the sun, so John's eye pierced the mysteries of the 
faith. He could scale the loftiest heights and sound the lowest depths . He keeps 
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before men the great fact that Jesus is God. This is the central truth of the Gospel. 
Dr. Alexander Whyte said of the fourth Gospel that it is "the most magnificent 
writing ever written with pen and ink". 

We should be greatly impoverished without John's Gospel. He has preserved 
our Lord's great statements: "I am the Bread of life"; "I am the Light of the 
world"; "I am the Resurrection and the Life"; "I am the good Shepherd"; "I am 
the Way, the Truth and the Life"; "I am the True Vine". 

John was prepared to suffer for his faith and, because of his unswerving 
allegiance was banished to the rocky island of Patmos "for the word of God, and 
for the testimony of Jesus Christ". He had earlier shown at the Cross that he was 
not ashamed of Christ crucified. When others ran for safety he lingered there. 

John is a wonderful example of how Christ can take a man and transform him, 
and use his natural gifts, powers and temperament. 

He had one great purpose in writing- "that you might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that, believing, you might have life through His 
name" (John 20:31). Has this great purpose been fulfilled in you? 

--·--

• GRIEVING THE HOLY SPIRIT • 

ERNEST W. BACON 

"And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day 
of redemption" (Ephesians 4:30) 

THIS is a most solemn and searching warning for every believer. It is a clear proof 
of the personality of the Holy Spirit that He can he grieved; an influence cannot 
be grieved, but a person can. What a marvel that God should be said to grieve, to 
be sorrowful over the faults of beings like us. 

Of course, we are not to take this language exactly literally, though it is very 
true. We are not to attribute to God the imperfections which belong to our own 
natures. When God is said to love, to be angry, or to be grieved, we are not to 
suppose that He is subject to any agitation or painful emotion. This phrase is an 
illustration of the Holy Spirit's gracious condescension to human thought-forms. 
It is to make us realise that He is a Person capable of being obeyed or disobeyed, 
and the loving exhortation is: "Do not excite His loving anger, do not affront Him, 
do not cause Him to mourn over you." 

1. THE BELIEVER MAY GRIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT 

The believer stands in a special relationship to the Holy Spirit; he is born again of 
the Holy Spirit; the Spirit is the Author of regeneration; it is the Holy Spirit who 
seals the believer as belonging to Christ (Ephesians 1:13); by the Spirit we are 
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introduced to the Father (2: 18); we are indwelt by the Spirit (2:22); we are taught 
by the Spirit (3:5); the Spirit is the secret of inward strength (3: 16); of outward 
unity ( 4:3) ; of inward sensitiveness ( 4:30); of spiritual fulness (5: 18); the Word of 
God is described as the Spirit's sword (6: 17); and prayer is born of, and offered 
in, the Spirit (6:18). Thus the Holy Spirit is both the source and sustainer of our 
spiritual life as God's children. The true Christian is under the control of the Holy 
Spirit, he is Spirit-possessed. 

Marvellous are the operations of the Holy Spirit. He works in us and for us to 
sanctify, purify, make holy, make Christ-like; to guide, instructing us in God's 
truth, leading us in the pilgrim way; to comfort, giving us a sense of the Father's 
love, applying God's gracious promises in His Word to us, dispelling our doubts 
and fears; to empower, giving us spiritual life and energy for witness and service. 

The believer is sealed by the Holy Spirit as being a child of God, the seal 
authenticating us as God's; the possession of the Holy Spirit is the infallible sign 
that we are genuine believers. It is also the sealing of appropriation; the shepherd 
brands the sheep with a mark that it is his own property; we are not our own, we 
are bought with a price. Again, by sealing is meant preservation. Valuables are 
sealed that they may be kept in safety. The believer is sealed with the Holy Spirit 
as a sign that he will never be lost, that he will hold on his way, that he will come 
home safe to God at last. "Sealed unto the day of redemption" - the Holy Spirit 
secures our final salvation. 

We may grieve the Holy Spirit of God in two ways. We may grieve Him in 
Himself - as He is external to us, the Third Person in the Trinity. And we may 
grieve Him in ourselves - as He is indwelling us, working in us to will and to do 
of His good pleasure. Perhaps both these are aspects of one thing. The Holy Spirit 
is grieved when we sin; verse 29 mentions corrupt speech, irreligious, hurtful, 
impure speech; verse 31 mentions bitterness, wrath, anger, etc. The Holy Spirit, 
in fact, is grieved by anything inconsistent with His holy nature, or by anything 
which tends to oppose His work in us or in others. 

It is a real and terrible possibility - the believer may grieve the Holy Spirit 
of God. 

2. HOW THE BELIEVER MAY GRIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Let us take to heart some practical matters concerning this. 
(1) Indulging in any known sin grieves the Holy Spirit. He is holy. He cannot 

bear sin. He works to produce the fruits of righteousness and true holiness. 
Walking contrary to His teaching, indulging in inward impurity or outward evil 
must grieve Him. We need to pray the prayer of David: "Search me, 0 God, and 
know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting" (Psalm 139:23-24). 

(2) Worldliness grieves Him; copying the ways and attitudes of carnal men; 
being too much immersed in the affairs of this life, and so leaving little room for 
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God; putting self first instead of God; laying up treasure on earth instead of in 
heaven. When the spirit of the world invades the heart and life of the child of God, 
the Spirit is grieved. 

(3) Lack of love, unkindness, harshness, want of sympathy, impatience, 
unconcern for the needy, a censorious spirit- grieves the Holy Spirit, for He is a 
loving Spirit. His first fruit is love (Galatians 5:22); He comes like a dove, pure 
and gentle in nature; He works in us the loving Spirit of the Lord Jesus, and all 
unkindness grieves Him. 

(4) Resisting or denying the truth - especially as revealed in the Bible; hating 
the plain commands and precepts of God's Word; opposing the doctrines therein 
set forth, for instance - that man is a fallen being, that God must punish sin, the 
necessity of a new birth, the fact of the Lord's Second Advent. When we resist the 
truth of God we grieve the Holy Spirit who is the Author of truth. 

(5) Want of faith in God grieves the Holy Spirit; reliance on our own wisdom 
or strength instead of on the promises and guidance of God will grieve Him. What 
is unbelief except mistrust of God, doubting His wisdom, love, or power? "Trust 
in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own understanding." 

(6) Ingratitude grieves Him; forgetting the love of Christ, the mercy of God, 
past deliverances, present blessings. "Forget not all His benefits" (Psalm 103:2). 
"ln everything give thanks" (1 Thessalonians 5:18). 

(7) Pride grieves the Holy Spirit of God. Alas, self importance, self-reliance, 
self confidence, lack of humility, are real sins of many true believers. The "not I, 
but Christ" attitude is the spirit that rejoices the Holy Spirit. 

(8) Neglect of prayer, lack of feeding on the Word of God, slackness in 
attending worship - all impoverish the soul and grieve the Spirit. These are well
worn paths that lead to God - let us tread them. These are tried means of grace 
that help to mature us spiritually - let us use them. If we neglect or slight them, 
we harm our own Christian well-being, and we grieve the Holy Spirit. 

3. MEANS TO AVOID GRIEVING THE HOLY SPIRIT 

How may the believer avoid grieving the Holy Spirit of God? 
(a) Seek God daily, walk with Him, delight in Him, use every means for closer 

fellowship with Him. The believer who seeks to live in daily dependence upon the 
Lord, as a child on a loving father, trustfully, obediently, will run little risk of 
grieving the Holy Spirit. 

(b) Give conscious submission to the Holy Spirit in all things. Remember that 
you, by grace, are a temple of the Holy Spirit. Remember that He works in you to 
conform you to the image of Christ. Remember that He is appointed to be your 
Governor, Teacher and Guide; therefore obey His dictates. 

(c) Shun sin as you would the plague. "Ye that love the Lord, hate evil." 
Avoid even the appearance of evil. "Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not" 
(1 John 3:6). 
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(d) Exercise thyself unto godliness. Put precept into practice. Don't be a 
theoretical Christian, but a practical Christian, loving the doctrines, and living 
them out in actual life day by day. A sincere Christian life, nourished by daily 
prayer, Bible reading and Christian worship and fellowship, will please the Holy 
Spirit and not grieve Him. "Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil" (Ephesians 6: 11). 

Oh that we would more and more recognise the power of the Holy Spirit, 
submit to Him, rejoice in Him, never grieve Him- by Whom we, and all the elect 
people of God, are "sealed unto the day of redemption". 

--·--

• WHEN Gon DoEsN'T HEAR • 

HENRY MORRIS 

"Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated between you and 

your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear" 
(Isaiah 59:1-2) 

PEOPLE often complain that God doesn't hear their prayers, especially when 
God does not respond in the way they would like. But He can hear, all right! "He 
that planted the ear, shall he not hear?'' He even hears our thoughts. "Thou 
knowest ... my thought afar off' (Psalm 94:9; 139:2). 

It is not that God cannot hear, but it just may be that we have not met the 
conditions for answered prayer, so that He will hear. Probably the most important 
of these conditions is obedience to His Word. "If ye abide in me, and my words 
abide in you," said Jesus, "ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you" 
(John 15:7). But, "if I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me" 
(Psalm 66:18). "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts" (James 4:3). 

There are other conditions, of course. "Let him ask in faith, nothing wavering" 
(James 1 :6). "Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do," said Jesus 
(John 14: 13). "If we ask any thing according to his will ... we know that we have 
the petitions that we desired of him" (1 John 5:14-15). 

Even if we do meet all the conditions, however, He may not answer 
immediately, or in the way we prefer, and He might even answer no. After all, He 
knows better than we just what is best for us, and He will see that "all things work 
together for good" for us, if we truly "love God" (Romans 8:28). 

But, first of all, we need to check our lives in relation to His Word. Then, "if 
our heart condemn us not ... whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we 
keep his commandments" (1 John 3:21-22). 
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• PURITAN PREACHING TOPICS • 

Concluded 

JAMES DAVISON (Belfast) 

Hell terrors 

129 

This last statement is well supported by Christopher Love when he says, "God 
has an absolute power over men and women to cast their bodies and souls into 
hell".l And the sad reality is that thousands upon thousands of people who came 
under the preaching of Puritan ministers and heard the proclamations against the 
evil of sin were content in their sin. But it is also important to note that they did 
not continue in ignorance of the consequences of their actions, for hell was a 
subject addressed by many Puritan preachers, as we will see. In knowledge they 
rejected the alarm calls and continued on their way to judgement and thereafter to 
eternal punishment. 

Richard Adams in a sermon on Matthew 25:41, describes the occupants of hell 
as being "under the fresh, lively, and afflicting sense of the wrath of God, justly 
kindled and continually flaming against them; . . . so that they are filled with 
never-ceasing horrors of conscience, and scorched in body and soul with such 
grievous flames as will for ever torment, but never consume them to an 
annihilation".2 Furthermore, said Robert Bolton to his hearers, "in that horrible 
dungeon and fiery lake you shall never have any other company or comforts than 
wicked devils, and they insulting over you everlastingly with much hellish spite 
and stinging reproaches for neglecting so great salvation all your life long".3 

John Bunyan describes hell's fierceness by a similitude, in a treatise entitled 
Sighs from Hell: or the Groans of a Damned Soul, based on Luke 16:19-31: 

If you should take a man and tie him to a stake, and with red hot pincers 
pinch off his flesh by little pieces for two or three years together and, at last, 
when the poor man cries out for ease and help, the tormentors say, "Nay, 
but besides all this you must be handled worse. We will serve you thus 
these twenty years together and, after that, will fill your mangled body full 
of scalding lead or run you through with a red-hot spit." Would not this be 
lamentable? Yet this is but a fleabite compared to the sorrow of those that 
go to hell, for if a man were served so, there would, ere it were long, be an 
end of him. But he that goes to hell shall suffer ten thousand times worse 
torments than these .... Forever; forever! 4 

Robert Bolton illustrates the horror of hell by identifying what a soul loses by 
being in hell. Bolton writes: "The pain of loss, privation of God's glorious 
presence, and eternal separation from those everlasting joys, felicities, and bliss 
above, is the more horrible part of hell." 5 Another Puritan to express this 
punishment in terms of loss was Thomas Vincent: "The punishment of loss will 
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consist of the loss of the crown of glory, and happiness of heaven, where the 
righteous shall be admitted to the vision and full fruition of God the chief 
good, which will fill them with soul-ravishing, inconceivable and eternal joy."6 
Vincent gives a good description of the eternity of hell by relating it to the eternity 
of heaven, God, and the saints: "As long as heaven shall continue to be heaven, 
as long as God shall continue to be God, and as long as the saints shall be 
happy in their enjoyment of God, so long shall the wicked be tormented in the 
fires of hell."7 

The frightening circumstances of the damned in hell so graphically illustrated 
by the above quotations, and many more could be cited, fail to express the terror 
that rages in hell, for preachers sought to paint the impossible picture. Vincent, in 
his treatise Fire and Brimstone, used the biblical narrative of the judgment that 
fell upon Sodom and Gomorrah, and what he describes as the fire and brimstone 
which gushed forth from Mount Etna in 1669, to try to paint the horror of hell, 
and he comments: 

The torment of hell through that fire and brimstone which shall bum the 
wicked is beyond all thought to imagine or words to express. And when we 
have strained our conceptions to the highest pitch, when we have made use 
of the most dreadful and tremendous things that ever came to our eyes or 
ears, or in any way to our understanding .... All fall beneath and short of 
the reality. 8 

Why then did Puritan preachers preach often on the subject of hell? The plain 
reason for preaching on such a terrible subject is given by Adams: "If any in the 
broad way [the way of sin], upon hearing of this terrible text shall say unto me, as 
the devils in the Gergesenes said to our Saviour, 'Are you come to torment us 
before the time?' I say, No: but to 'warn you to flee the wrath to come'."9 It was 
the intent, always, of the Puritan preacher in handling this subject to awaken the 
consciences of his hearers that they might "close with Christ". "Let us labour," 
urges Watson, "to fly to Christ by faith. Let us get Him to stand like a screen 
between us and the fire of God's indignation." 10 Indeed, argues Watson, "if ever 
we would be safe, let us get into Christ, and being in the city of refuge, God's 
justice, that avenger of blood, will not touch us".ll Note too, says Watson, that in 
putting on "the garment of our Lord's righteousness", we are safe, for "the fire of 
hell can never singe this garment" .12 

Christ All-Sufficient 

One thing the Puritan preacher never did was, to leave his hearers without clear 
directions how to escape out of the misery of sin and avoid the wrath of God: 
"Awake! Awake! 0 sinner, arise and take your flight. There is but one door that 
you may flee by, and that is the narrow door of conversion and the new birth .... 
[Tum] unfeignedly from all your sins, and come to Jesus Christ, and take Him for 
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the Lord your righteousness, and walk in holiness and newness of life." 13 Christ 
alone as the All-Sufficient One is to be found in a multitude of Puritan sermons 
under a vast array of topics.14 No one makes this point more clearly than 
Burroughs: "Christ is the only means of conveyance of good that God the Father 
intends to communicate unto the children of men in order to eternal life."l5 
Indeed, comments Burroughs to his hearers: 

God does communicate Himself through a mediator, through His Son. This 
is the great point of divinity that is absolutely necessary to be known to 
[have] eternal life. It is possible to be ignorant of many truths and yet be 
saved, but there must be some knowledge of this or there can be no 
salvation. The mistake in this very thing is the miscarriage and the eternal 
undoing of thousands upon thousands of souls. Many there are who believe 
they have need of [salvation, but] perish eternally with cries to God for 
mercy, because they come to God but not through a mediator.l6 

Thomas Watson in seeking to put the soul at ease declares that there is enough 
in Christ "to scatter all our fears, to remove all our burdens, to supply all our 
wants .... Christ is a panoply, a magazine and storehouse, of all spiritual riches . 
. . . He is all in all." The reason for this, says Watson, is because "there can be no 
defect in that which is infinite" .17 Robert Asty expresses this same encourage
ment: "There is enough in Christ Jesus alone for the soul's full rejoicing and 
triumphing in all cases and conditions."18 Ralph Robinson, speaking of Christ 
being all, and in all, says, "He is all things that are necessary to salvation",l9 and 
this in three ways: (1) by way of merit; (2) by way of conveyance; and (3) by way 
of efficiency and causality. In developing these three points Robinson exclaims: 

Whatsoever they are, whatsoever they have, whatsoever they do, or can 
expect, is only upon the score and account of His purchase and merit. They 
enjoy no good thing upon any other terms, but only upon the consideration 
of Christ's merit. ... As He has merited all for them, so it is from Him and 
through Him that all good things are communicated to them .... He is not 
only the fountain, but the medium and conduit through whom all a believer 
has is conveyed to him .... He it is that works all in all in His saints . ... 
Jesus Christ is the principle of all motion and spiritual action in His saints, 
for He is the soul of their soul. Not a good desire, not a good thought, but 
what is inspired by Jesus Christ.20 

Furthermore, comments Robinson, "all the good they enjoy depends upon 
Christ's blessing .... No good thing would be good to us without the benediction 
of Christ, yea were it not for His blessing, every good thing would prove a snare, 
a cross, a curse to us, as they do to them who have no interest in Christ."21 
Reynolds speaks of Christ as "the fountain of life and happiness", and goes on to 
show that this "life of righteousness" consists, "not only in the remission of sin", 
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[and] "deliverance from its guilt", but in "the acceptation of our persons and 
admittance into so high a favour as to be heirs of salvation and happiness".22 

The necessity for Puritan preachers to present Christ as the All-Sufficient One 
was based on the premise that, in Robert Asty's words: "Jesus is the Exhibitor, 
Revealer, and Unfolder of all the fullness of the blessed and glorious attributes of 
God in a way of salvation. God is your God in and through Jesus Christ and not 
otherwise." One aspect of this truth, among many, is that in Christ God's justice 
is satisfied: "[I]n Christ Jesus this attribute is atoned and all that wrath, justice, 
and vengeance had to execute is poured upon Christ Jesus. [God's] justice dealt 
with the Lord Jesus Christ in its utmost severity, and received satisfaction in Him 
and from Him." 23 

If Christ's atonement is sufficient to satisfy the justice of God, it follows that 
He is the sole sufficient object necessary for the satisfaction of any soul. This 
foundational Puritan truth is well expressed in the following comment by 
Reynolds: "the soul of man [must] be restless and unsatisfied with any other good 
thing, till he find himself entitled unto this happy communion with the life of 
Christ, which will never fail him."24 Such a life would be a life of godliness, and 
this in turn would have the desired effect the Puritan preacher sought, namely, the 
godly commonwealth. 

Oh, that God would take the words of today's shepherds of His people and 
make them living oracles to them, as He did with the words of Puritan ministers 
of former times. Oh, that God would use the preaching of His Word today to open 
the eyes of those who live in darkness, that they might see and know their 
miserable condition outside of Christ All-Sufficient and repent of their sin and 
give God all the glory. 
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• GREAT IS THE MYSTERY • 

PETER MURCOTT (Isle of Man) 

"God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3: 16) 

1. The mystery of God's love- "God so loved the world" 
OF all the mysteries into which human minds may probe, of all the questions that 
must remain unanswered, of all the imponderables that may be the subjects of an 
enquiry, there is none to compare with the mystery of God's love, as shown by 
sending His Son to "save his people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21). 

Sin is abhorrent to God (see Habakkuk 1:13). It's a mystery why the point is 
not pressed home more often in this day and generation where sin so greatly 
abounds. Men of the world, blinded by the devil (2 Corinthians 4:4), talk 
endlessly of the danger of offending men of the world; yet the followers of Christ 
do not demonstrate the same readiness to warn of the eternal danger of offending 
Almighty God. 

Wisely did Wesley write after the Gospel's light had entered his heart: 

"Ah! give me, Lord, the tender heart 
That trembles at the approach of sin; 
A godly fear of sin impart, 
Implant, and root it deep within, 
That I may dread Thy gracious power, 
And never dare to offend Thee more." 

But such wisdom can come only from those who have been awakened to the 
terrible curse of sin and the glorious Gospel of Christ. They are the words of one 
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who has taken to heart the holiness of God, spoken by the Apostle Peter: "But 
as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation" 
(1 Peter 1: 15). And so we return to where we began, as we seek to under
stand something of the significance of John 3:16: God's matchless love shown 
for ruined sinners lost by His matchless grace must remain a mystery. "'Tis 
mercy all - immense and free," sings the saved sinner, "for, 0 my God, it found 
out me!". 

2. The manifestation of God's love- "that he gave his only begotten Son" 
God's love was freely revealed to mankind by the giving of His Son: 

"Behold, what wondrous love and grace! 
When we were wretched and undone, 
To save our ruined, helpless race 
The Father gave His only Son! 
Of twice ten thousand gifts divine, 
No gift like this could ever shine." 

Now God has revealed to all mankind that through the true and living Word 
alone, being none other than Christ Jesus Himself, salvation is to be had. Notice 
this: "He gave his only begotten Son". There is only one. There is none else. So 
there is "one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Timothy 
2:5). There is none else. There is only one Gospel to proclaim: "Repent ye 
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out" (Acts 3:19). 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31). There 
is none else. Essential reading for believing: Isaiah 22:45; John 14:6; Acts 4:12. 

Begotten not made 
There is a further point. God gave His only begotten Son. This emphasises 
not only the uniqueness of Christ in relation to salvation, but also the uniqueness 
of God the Son in relation to God the Father. At salvation, we become the 
sons and daughters of God, but Christ Jesus always was God's Son. Unlike 
ourselves, God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit live outside time. Therefore 
although Christ as God's Son is emphasised in this text, and also at His birth, it 
is pointless pointing to a point in time when it came about. That also is beyond 
our comprehension. 

God's command 
God has given a command: "This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye him" (Matthew 17:5; see also Matthew 3:17; Mark 1:11; Mark 9:7; Luke 
3:22; Luke 9:35; 2 Peter 1:17). He mentioned none else. But how shall people 
hear unless someone speaks? "0 for a trumpet voice on all the world to call!" 
wrote Charles Wesley. "0 for a trumpet voice on all the West to call," we might 
add; for there is growing reluctance to do so. 
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3. The means of God's love- "that whosoever believeth in Him" 
God, through Christ Jesus has not only shown His love, but has also provided us 
with the means of being saved. It is by believing in Him. 

Our starting point is Thomas' question. It is raised in a passage of immense 
importance, especially in view of the multitude of beliefs around today. Tum to 
John 14. The opening verse begins with "belief'. Christ Himself is speaking: "Let 
not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me." So it is not 
enough to believe in God the Father; you must also believe in God the Son. Unless 
you honour the Son by believing in Him, you do not, and cannot, honour the 
Father (John 5:23). Unless you believe in the Son, you have no standing before 
the Father (1 Timothy 2:5). 

Now, reading on in John 14, Christ was reassuring the disciples, who were 
anxious about His imminent departure. The key point for us is the question about 
the way to heaven. Look at John 14:5, where Thomas said: "Lord, we know not 
whither thou goest; how can we know the way?" In reply, Jesus answered: "I am 
the way, the truth and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." The 
essential belief: 

"No other help is found, 
No other name is given 
By which we can salvation have; 
But Jesus came the world to save." 

The crux and the crisis 
That is fundamental; despite the fact that it does not conform to some modem 
thought. As with the miracle of the new birth, some appear to find it an 
embarrassment. This is nothing short of incredible; for it is plainly revealed in 
Scripture that ruined sinners become the children of God, only by being born from 
above, believing in Christ as the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

That is the crux of the matter; and yet the undoubted division of opinion within 
Western Christian thought, and especially in the British Isles, is the root cause of 
the current spiritual crisis. Not too long ago, a writer in a certain Christian journal 
confessed that he couldn't remember the last occasion when he heard a sermon 
upon the new birth. One suspects that the same is true about Christ as the only 
Saviour. Is it any wonder that the Christian faith is in decline? 

4. The marvel of God's love- "should not perish" 
There are two essential themes running through Scripture: man's sin, and 
salvation through faith in Christ alone. What is sin? It is the transgression of 
God's perfect and pure law (1 John 3:4)- a state of lawlessness, whereby each 
wants to be a law unto himself. If ever there was an age when that was extremely 
plain to see, it is this one. 
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The causes 
What causes this ongoing transgression? Isaiah explains that: "The whole head is 
sick and the whole heart is faint" (Isaiah 1 :5) - the fundamental sickness being 
pride. That is why we are so easily led astray. Of every device at the devil's 
disposal, pride is probably the most deadly. It's a trap of the most obvious kind. 
"Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird," says Proverbs (1:17). 
But left to ourselves, as far as vanity is concerned, we often lack even the wisdom 
of a watchful sparrow. The essential reminders: Ezekiel 20-23; Matthew 18: 14; 
Hebrews 2:3; Hebrews 7:25; 1 Timothy 2:4. 

There is nowhere that sin does not intrude. It has swept through our nation like 
a flood of filthy water, polluting every nook and cranny. It has wreaked havoc in 
how we communicate- especially broadcasting; it has wreaked havoc within our 
laws; in short, it has wreaked havoc with the very way we live. 

Oh, how can anyone escape so terrible a state - darkness within, and darkness 
without? Given our human condition, "it is of the Lord's mercies that we are not 
consumed" (Lamentations 3:22). Therein lies the marvel of God's love: that it is 
not His will that any should perish (1 Timothy 2:4) . The filth of sin may flow like 
a torrent, but there is a stronger current at hand: 

"Grace is flowing like a river; 
Millions there have been supplied; 
Still it flows as fresh as ever 
From the Saviour's wounded side." 

5. The measure of God's love- "but have everlasting life" 
The message of God's love and grace, which cannot be measured, is this: "The 
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord" (Romans 6:23). 

By nature, we choose death. By grace, God grants us eternal life if only we will 
tum to Christ. "He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according 
to our iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy 
toward them that fear him" (Psalm 103:10). 

"By nature I was too blind to know Him, too proud to trust Him, too obstinate 
to serve Him, too base-minded to love Him," wrote John Newton, after his 
conversion. So how does the sinner come to be saved? Again we meet another 
mystery. Christ Jesus explained it to Nicodemus. We must be born into it. A 
fundamental change must come across that blind, proud, obstinate, base-minded 
nature, so that it will tum to Christ Jesus and seek salvation. 

The new birth 
Now that new birth is "not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God" (John 1:12). It is a sovereign act of God the Holy Spirit
awesome, mysterious and yet effectual. 0 the folly of those who make light of 
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being born again! There is no other way to enter the Kingdom of God (John 3:5). 
Surely we are not so blind, proud, obstinate, and base-minded as to resist so great 
a salvation! And how was this everlasting life bought? 

• As a Sacrifice - our sins were laid on Christ (Isaiah 53. See also Romans 
4:25; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3: 13). 

• As a Priest, Christ bore them (Exodus 28:38. See also Hebrews 5:6; Hebrews 
6:20; Hebrews 7:17, 21). 

• As an Advocate, Christ acknowledges them to be His own (Psalm 69:5. See 
also 1 John 2:1-2). 

"And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness," wrote Paul to 
Timothy. "God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory ... " 
(1 Timothy 3:16). Great indeed is the mystery, which we must believe and 
receive, but can never fathom: "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." 

A MEDITATION ON ETERNITY 

• HoME - FoR EvER • 
"IF a man might have a cottage for a hundred years," wrote Thomas Manton, 
"he would prize it more than the possession of a palace for a day. 

To this, Charles Spurgeon added: 

"Of course he would; and it is this which adds so much to the preciousness of 
the joys of heaven, for they are eternal. The pleasures of this world, however 
bright they might seem, are but for this one day of life, which is already half 
over. If they were all they profess to be, and a thousand times more, they 
would not be worthy to be mentioned in comparison with 'pleasures for 
evermore' at God's right hand (Psalm 16: 11). 

"0 Thou, who fillest eternity, impress me with the solemn import of that 
word, and let me feel that all time's fleeting cares and caresses are as dreams, 
whereas the things of eternity alone have substance in them. 

"Give me grace that I may 'lay hold on eternal life"' (1 Timothy 6:12). 

Taken from: 

Illustrations and Meditations 
by C. H. Spurgeon, published in 1883 
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• HUMBLED AND EXALTED • 

The Maker of the Universe, 
As Man for man was made a curse; 
Claims of the Law which He had made 
Unto the uttermost He paid. 

His holy fingers made the bough 
Which grew the thorns that crowned His brow; 
The nails that pierced His hands were mined 
In secret places He designed. 

He made the forest whence there sprung 
The Tree on which His body hung; 
He died upon a cross of wood, 
Yet made the hill on which it stood. 

The sky that darkened o'er His head 
By Him above the earth was spread; 
The sun that hid from Him its face 
By His decree was poised in space. 

The spear which spilled His precious blood 
Was tempered in the fires of God; 
The grave in which His form was laid 
Was hewn from rocks His hands had made. 

The throne on which He now appears 
Was His from everlasting years -
But a new glory crowns His brow 
And every knee to Him shall bow! 

--·--
• BOOK REVIEWS • 

Anonymous 

What is Going On in Christian Sex Education% Dr. E. S.Williams. Belmont House 
Publishing. pp. I 16, paperback.£ I 0.00 (plus P&P). ISBN 0 954 8493 3 7. 

Sex education is increasingly indistinguishable from contraceptive education, and is rarely out 
of the news. There are various competing theories. There is the politically approved and 
therefore politically correct "comprehensive" approach, with factual information on sex of 
every conceivable kind. This centres particularly upon contraception, where moral values 



The Gospel Magazine 139 

ultimately become matters of personal op1mon called "choices". At the other end of the 
spectrum is abstinence. More recently, a compromise has appeared which seeks to 
amalgamate the various alternatives. It is called "ABC": "Abstinence before marriage"; "Be 
faithful to one partner; and "Condoms" recommended for the otherwise sexually active. 

This approach has attracted support from various bodies from the World Health 
Organisation to certain Christian groups, including CARE - Christian Action Research and 
Education, which has utilised it in its sex education programme, Evaluate - Informing Choice, 
whose website materials are subjected to a rigorous examination and evaluation by Dr. 
Williams with reference to Scripture. 

The concept of the "informed choice" is of a secular origin, and has gained increasing 
acceptance in recent years. After a close consideration, Dr. Williams concludes: "When it 
comes to a moral decision, such as sexual conduct, then there is no such thing as an informed 
choice ... . The only choice is whether or not to obey God's moral law" (p. 85). 

The book ends rather abruptly:'There is no such thing as Christian sex education" (p. 116). 
Without more, this is puzzling in view of a commendation (pp. 8 and 9) of a Christian 
organisation, called "Lovewise", which "teaches about sexual conduct from Scripture" with 
presentations based upon "personal testimonies, medical facts and common sense argu
ments, all underpinned by biblical principles". Therefore a further elaboration would have 
been helpful. 

Otherwise his contentions are clear. There is a very serious moral crisis. "ABC" has been 
found wanting. Biblical principles alone will suffice. P.C.M. 

Christ in the Book of Zechariah. B. A. Ramsbottom. Gospel Standard Trust 
Publications. pp. 76, paperback. £3.25. ISBN 978 I 897837 92 4. 

The Preface states: "Unlike some of my books, this is not written specially for young people, 
though we hope the younger ones, who know and fear the Lord, will find it profitable." At the 
end of each chapter, devotional themes are provided, each taken from the writings of Dr. John 
Fawcett of Hebden Bridge ( 1740-1817).The author states that it is his desire "that those who 
read this little book about the glories of Christ might find the two-fold prayer of Paul, in 
Philippians 3, answered: "That I may know Him", "And be found in Him." 

This is not a commentary, and any solution of the well known difficulties of this prophetical 
book is therefore not to be expected. 

In the title we have exactly what we are given; it has an abundance of"good and profitable" 
words. 

The print and spacing both help to ensure an "easy read". Scripture quotations are from 
the A.V. D.L.J. 

Captured by a Better Vision - Living Porn-free. Tim Chester. Inter-Varsity 
Press. pp. 176, paperback. £6.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 435 0. 

Pornography is all-pervasive in modern life, though most Christians avoid the subject, including 
it in the category of Ephesians 5: 12: "For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are 
done of them in secret." Tim Chester, as a Christian leader responsible for young people, has 
seen the devastating effects, so he has taken up the Apostle's command in Ephesians 5: I I, "And 
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them;' and has 
reproved and exposed, and made this evil manifest by dragging it into the light. 
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He quotes discussions he has had with church leaders, and head-counts in meetings, 
showing how many of them are addicted. It is widespread in churches, wreaking its devastation 
increasingly, even amongst women. 

He shows why it is a sin, and how it weakens a believer. That is a necessary step as it appears 
harmless in a world that regards it as a liberating experience. He exposes its deceptions, and 
its power to entrap and addict. Having forced it to break cover and come under the light of 
God's Word, he deals wisely. 

He shows how to get quit of it, and then dwells on the countervailing force of the beauty 
of God, on the power of grace to liberate, and on how to engage in the good fight of faith 
against this evil. His emphasis is on freedom to glorify God. 

This book is one to put in the hands of Christians and especially the young. However, note 
that it uses the NIV. Perhaps the best use is in preaching and teaching, where that defect can 
be dealt with. E.M. 

The Apostles' Creed - Truth With Passion. Jonathan F. Bayes. Wipf & Stock. pp. 
viii+282, paperback. $32.00 (web $25.60). 1SBN 13 978 I 60899 539 4. 

The author of this book, Dr. Jonathan Bayes, has fo rmerly held the pastorate of an FIEC church 
and currently serves with Carey Outreach Ministries, training Christian leaders worldwide. 
It is a scholarly work but one that is written in an easy style that will be accessible to the 
general reader. 

Like other exponents of the creed, Dr. Bayes takes it phrase by phrase, beginning with eight 
pages on "I believe" and concluding with eleven on "Amen". He uses a considerable variety of 
sources (listed in I I pages of bibl iography), ranging from the early fathers, including Ignatius, 
Tertullian,Augustus and the perhaps less-well -known Rufinus, through Calvin and others of the 
Reformation era to more recent writers including Witsius, Spurgeon, Karl Barth and James 
Packer. There is also a useful Scripture index but the lack of a general index is to be regretted. 

Dr. Bayes argues convincingly that the Creed is not designed to be a cold statement of facts 
"which can be made in theoretical detachment. In declaring, 'I believe', I am making a 
commitment. I am voicing my passion" - hence the book's subtitle. 

Some phrases from the Creed are given more extensive treatment than others and this 
reviewer was a little surprised to find almost twice as much space given to Our Lord's descent 
into hell, compared with His resurrection. Nevertheless, Dr. Bayes' consideration of the 
former deals helpfully with all aspects and interpretation of t his difficult clause and associated 
NT passages such as I Peter 3:19 and 4:6. Some readers will perhaps feel that he is over
sympathetic to Wolfahrt Pannenberg's rather speculative theory that "it is surely possible -
even probable - that God might deal in irresistible grace in their final moments with millions 
of people who have not previously responded to the gospel of Christ". 

Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version . Somewhat 
disconcertingly also an extract from the Book of Common Prayer service of the Lord's Supper 
is ascribed to Order Two for Holy Communion in Common Worship. 

J.B.D. 

The Dairyman's Daughter. Legh Richmond. Gospel Standard Trust Publications. pp. 
162, paperback. £6.50 (plus P&P). ISBN 978 I 897837 99 3. 

The full title of this book is The Dairyman's Daughter and Other Annals of the Poor. There is a 
biography of the author. These tracts, first published when Mr. Richmond was resident in the 
Isle of Wight, rapidly became the best-selling tracts of the 19th century, with over a million 



The Gospel Magazine 141 

sold, in an age when many could not read. They were read out in cottages, servants' quarters, 
barracks and gatherings, and an unknown but great number owed their salvation to them. They 
touched a deep chord in hearts. We are told about the author: "After he had resided at 
Brading about two years, a most important revolution took place in his views and sentiments, 
after reading Mr. Wilberforce's Practical Christianity." 

The book is in three sections: "The Dairyman's Daughter", having nine tracts containing 
simple words on such subjects as "Portraits of a Beautiful Mind", "Confidence in God in Face 
of Death", and "Death Inspires Solemn Thoughts". The second section, entitled "The Young 
Cottager", contains: "Desiring a Heart Fit for Heaven", "A Witness in the Home", and four 
others. The final tracts are called "The Negro Servant". Here we have: "The Simple Faith of a 
Negro", and two others. This latter section is quaint and perhaps will be seen as out-of-place 
with modern thought. This reviewer found the final article (not a tract) particularly interesting. 
It is called "A Visit to the Infirmary", when Mr. Richmond visits an old, sick man, whose faith 
shone out:"You have committed your soul into His keeping long since, have you not?" "Above 
forty years ago, Sir (when I first used to hear Mr.Venn and Mr. Berridge), He came to seek me 
and to save me . ... " 

There is an appendix containing several letters. The cover is most attractive, showing the 
church at Brading. It is good to have this old book again in print. D.L.J . 

Indwelling Sin in Believers. John Owen. Puritan Paperbacks. The Banner of Truth 
Trust. pp. 176, paperback. £5.00. ISBN 978 I 84871 075 7 

The front cover of this book states that it has been "abridged and made easy to read" and the 
Banner of Truth have certainly gone a long way towards achieving this objective. Nevertheless 
it still requires a lot of concentration in places to avoid losing the track of John Owen 's closely 
woven arguments. The rewards to be gained, however, will richly repay the reader's efforts. 

These 17 chapters are based on the words from Romans 7:21 : "I find then a law, that, when 
I would do good, evil is present with me." In his preface John Owen states that without the 
doctrine of original sin none of the great truths concerning the Person of Christ, His 
mediation, the fruits and effects of it, and our partaking of them can be rightly known or 
savingly believed. Thus, right from the start, the importance of a correct understanding of how 
sin works in the believer's heart is clearly set out. 

When I read John Owen's masterful and penetrating analysis I am amazed at how accurately 
he describes the thoughts and feelings that I find within myself as a consequence of the 
deceitfulness of sin. Whilst this can be slightly unnerving it is nonetheless encouraging to 
discover that these inward trials are not peculiar to myself but are common to all believers 
in some degree. Another great encouragement to be obtained from the book is that John 
Owen never leads us into despair but identifies and describes the remedies for each of the 
many aspects of this disease of the soul, constantly pointing us to Christ for relief. 

I would highly recommend this book to all who seek to walk more closely with the Lord. 

D.K.M. 

I Wish Someone Would Explain Hebrews to Mel Stuart Olyott. The Banner of 
Truth Trust. pp. 198, paperback. £7.50. ISBN 978 I 84871 060 3. 

Th is publication is a modest commentary that has been written for the lay person. The 
purpose of the author in writing this book is to provide the ordinary Christian with a clear 
understanding of the Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Hebrews, one of the most difficult 
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books of the New Testament to understand. The author writes in his preface: "Every Christian 
needs to understand Hebrews. If they do not, they will misunderstand the Old Testament and 
will also fail to fully appreciate what our Lord Jesus Christ has done, what He is doing now 
and what He is going to do in the future." 

This book does not pretend to be the last word on the epistle to the Hebrews but perhaps, 
for some, it will prove useful as the first word. Stuart Olyott explains Hebrews as clearly as 
the subject matter allows, keeping in mind the advice of Albert Einstein that "things should be 
as simple as possible, but no simpler".The author writes in chapter I 5 that "the Epistle to the 
Hebrews is basically about the greatness of Christ. There is nobody like Him! He is unique and 
He is superior." 

This is the underlying theme of this commentary. For example, in chapter 2 the author 
explains clearly the superiority of Christ as a divine revelation: "God's revelation in the Lord 
Jesus Christ is superior in character because it is complete. It is superior in time because no 
revelation will follow it." I recommend this commentary to you. Regrettably, however, 
Scriptural quotations are take from the New King James Version. P.S.L. 

Dealing with Dawkins. John Blanchard. Evangelical Press Books. pp. 95, paperback. 
£2.50. ISBN 978 0 85234 71 5 7. 

John Blanchard deals crisply with the "new atheism" promoted by Dawkins in his book The 
God Delusion. He does so by pointing to instances of illogic in Dawkins' reasoning and by 
showing that the catchy sound-bites which Dawkins is so fond of in trying to belittle believers' 
faith have no foundation in a true knowledge of the origin, text or meaning of the Bible. Some 
of Dawkins' fellow atheists' sharp criticisms of Dawkins are quoted; e.g., "pseudo-intellectual 
drivel" (p. 34) and Dawkins "operating outside the range of his scientific expertise". It is not 
that Blanchard is anti-science, although he admits to having a "profound ignorance" of it, but 
that "true science is not certainty, but the search for certainty". 

The chapters and paragraphs are short, the reasoning clear, the sources of all quotations 
are listed in detail in the notes at the back and the salient ones applicable to any given page 
are highlighted in boxes as a useful quick reference. Versions used are the ESV and NIY. One 
of the strengths of this short book is that it shows the believer that he need not be overawed 
by Dawkins' status as a professor at Oxford. In the last chapter, "Faith: Beyond the Facts", 
Blanchard sounds a very positive note with a clear definition of true faith . A useful book for 
those wanting clear biblical answers to counteract the bombardment of new atheism and 
evolution so prevalent today. G.F.H.H. 

For the Sake of the Gospel. Hywel R. Jones. Evangelical Press Books. Welwyn 
Commentary Series. pp. 167, paperback. £8.99. ISBN 978 0 85234 723 2. 

The author of this book, Dr. Hywel R. Jones, comes with a good pedigree, having been in 
the past Principal of London Theological Seminary and Editorial Director of the Banner of 
Truth Trust. The subtitle of the book is "Philippians Simply Explained" and his purpose in his 
book is to set Paul's Epistle to the Philippians in its historical context and then, by going 
through the book in sections, to explain it simply so that readers can see its applications for 
Christians today. 

Dr. Jones introduces the book to us by explaining how the Apostle Paul was called to 
Macedonia by a vision of a man appealing for help. He obeyed the call and after a small 
beginning, God blessed Paul's obedience and the church was enlarged. Paul wrote this Epistle 
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after he had learned of problems in the church and, in his care and concern for the church, 
he wrote to encourage them to remain true to the Gospel. Dr. Jones then proceeds to 
comment on the Epistle, not by dividing it into chapters, but into sections, with appropriate 
headings such as "Thanksgiving and Intercession", "Personal Reports and Resolve" and "The 
Mind of Christ". His language is beautifully simple but this can be deceptive because he has a 
way of explaining backgrounds to words which enrich our understanding and he also reminds 
us that when we bring a Western perspective to what is written in the Epistle, we can miss 
the depth of the meaning of the passage as seen through Hebrew eyes. 

This book is ideal for anyone of any age who is young in the faith as it enhances the reading 
of the Epistle and gives insights into how a young church can drift from its foundations unless 
there is someone to keep a loving eye on it. What was happening to the church at Philippi is 
an example of what can happen to individual Christians if they are not nurtured and steadied. 
In this technologically visual age, book reading is becoming rarer but I would hope that any 
young Christian would be encouraged to read this book and others like it. They can then see 
that whilst their faith is rooted in a historical reality, it is a living faith and can encounter similar 
problems to the church in Philippi, but for which the solution is the same now as it was then 
-Jesus Christ, the one Mediator between God and men. G.M. 

Helpful Truth in Past Places. Mark Deckard. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 192, 
large paperback. £11.99.1SBN 978 I 84550 545 5. 

Dr. Mark Deckard serves as Director of Biblical Counselling Training, a ministry of Christian 
Counselling Associates. He has been involved in leadership and administrative roles with CCA 
and with the Prison Ministry in York. The subtitle of this book is "The Puritan Practice of 
Biblical Counselling" and whenever the word "counselling" appears, I wonder what we are in 
for! However this book was a pleasant surprise and an eye opener into how Christian 
counselling works. So much of counselling today is superficial, looking for the "quick fix" or 
"I 0 steps to a healthy Christian life", as if it was something new. 

Dr. Deckard takes us through various aspects of problems which can affect Christians and, 
for each chapter heading, takes us back to a Puritan writer who has already dealt with this 
particular subject. There is nothing "new" in the human condition and so the writings of these 
old writers are as fresh today as they were when they were written. Thus for the chapter on 
providence, he takes us back to John Flavell's writings on providence, for anxiety to Jeremiah 
Burroughs, the problem of sin, John Owen, dealing with problems with John Bunyan, and so 
on. Each is a jewel and brings us to the origin of our problems- sin. The Puritan writers were 
not afraid to get to the heart of the problem and talk about the effect of sin in our lives. They 
also suggested strategies for dealing with sin and their insight into the human psyche is deep 
and searching, unlike so many of the solutions of modern counselling. They were not so much 
concerned about how we feel about problems but what we should do about them and 
everything is centred around and directed back to our relationship with God. Dr. Deckard 
takes us to the heart of the matter which is that the heart is the matter, i.e. the problem, it is 
deceitful and desperately wicked and who can know it? Praise God He knows it and can 
provide the remedy for our sins. 

The book is not only useful for counselling but also for examining one's own heart, even if 
it is uncomfortable to do so, but the helpful insights of the Puritan writers are as fresh today 
as they were when they were written. It made me look at these old writers with a new 
respect and a desire to read them with fresh eyes. Bible quotations are from the NIV. 

G.M. 
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A Voyage of Discovery: The Ups and Downs of the Christian Life. Derek 
W. H. Thomas. Evangelical Press Books. pp. 215, paperback. £8.72. ISBN 978 0 85234 742 3. 

The Songs of ascents (or "degrees", if you use the Authorised Version), consist of Psalms 120 
to 134 inclusive, which form the basis of this book. Each Psalm has its own chapter, which 
begins with an English Standard Version translation of it, followed by a general commentary, of 
about twelve pages, concluding with various questions. These are described as "Questions for 
your Journal", since the recommendation is that the Psalms should be studied over a fifteen
day period, at one a day. There is a standard five-point format for doing so, which includes the 
keeping of a daily journal, so as to chart one's spiritual progress. 

An aim is to provide a Reformed guide to spirituality. This reviewer was initially wary at the 
word "spirituality", because of its vague use in some circles. However, these reservations were 
dispelled by the author's explanation that, in the Reformed sense, he means how God reveals 
Himself, that it is Bible-based, biblically realistic, focuses upon both earth and heaven, and 
recognises the relationship between Christian responsibility and Divine sovereignty. 

Thus reassured, it becomes clear that each chapter consistently applies these principles. For 
instance, there are some interesting observations on the well known portion of Psalm 121 
about the sun not smiting one by day nor the moon by night (p. 56), on God-centred praying 
(p. 74), and that the fear of the Lord consists of"a right appreciation of, and response to, who 
God is" (p. 133). There are quotations throughout from a variety of sources, such as John 
Bunyan's comment that "The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom and they that lack the 
beginning have neither middle nor end". 

This book is to be recommended, not least because of its various helpful asides, such as the 
comments on page 206 on calls to worship and benedictions. P.C.M. 

We make a mistake about the apostles, we often think of them as if they were 
eagles soaring above all. Paul says, "I was with you in weakness and fear and 
much trembling". There were great people in Corinth. Paul was a blessed vessel, 
but the vessel must be made nothing of. What we have to learn is being nothing 
that Christ may be everything. If a person is humble, he does not want to be 
humbled; but if he is not humble, he must be. J. N. Darby 
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