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• EDITORIAL • 

Old Series 
No. 2685 

THANK YOU for your many prayers, letters, and phone calls, and all of you who 
worked to plug the gap these last six months .... As you will understand as you 
read, I would much prefer to keep quiet about what happened, but God needs 
glorifying and openly thanking - as do His people. 

I got a speeding ticket for going at 35 m.p.h. by not paying full attention in a 
30 m.p.h. area, and to avoid points on my license, agreed to go on a driving course 
in nearby Ludlow for an afternoon. It bothered me a good deal to have such a bad 
witness, and when going to the place where the course was held, I went past the 
police station and was thinking of climbing the steps to enquire the way. I woke 
up five days later in hospital, and was only alive, humanly speaking, because two 
policemen had found and resuscitated me, along with the ambulance men they 
called. Later I wrote to them and their chief constable to thank them for acting far 
beyond the call of duty - they cut the clothes off me and had to cleanse the 
ambulance. I cannot write to everyone, family, those who took on ministerial 
duties at our little church and denomination, and in the Gospel Magazine, as well 
as friends and the medical staff who have been so kind. I thank one of my sons, 
Edward, who alongside his busy duties as a minister, took on the duties of editor 
without notice last November. Now, six months later, I am restored but with an 
implanted defibrillator, and want to thank you all, especially my wife, who was 
taken aside and asked by the doctors whether she wanted me resuscitated or not, 
as I would likely be brain damaged. Even more to thank my Lord Jesus Christ 
who brought it all about in the right place and at the right time that I might be fully 
restored and given more time to work for Him. 

How precious the days are! Time is one of the most precious gifts in Christ 
anyone has. Do not waste it, whatever the risks the devil points out to you, and 
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his suggestions that you need to slow down and rest, or that your contribution is 
so insignificant that you might as well slow up, for it will not make a hap'orth of 
difference to God's kingdom. I believe many Christians heed suggestions that are 
so pleasing to the flesh. Let us reply boldly that we will have eternity to rest in, 
but only one opportunity to work, for the night cometh when no man can work. 
Let us also obey the biblical injunction to confess our faults one to another, for it 
can have excellent results. I have heard so many Christians say they also went on 
a speeding course, on hearing my account. I have had letters from readers saying 
what operations and illnesses they have been facing, some very dangerous, others 
intractable long-term conditions, and they encourage one to pray the more 
earnestly. Let us not be weary in well doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not. 

--·--

• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

"Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we thought it good to be left 
at Athens alone; and sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our 

fellow-labourer in the Gospel of Christ, to establish you and to comfort you 
concerning your faith" (1 Thessalonians 3:1-2 ). 

ON Paul's second missionary journey he took the Via Egnatia, the great road to 
the East, and came to Thessalonica, so named after the half-sister of Alexander the 
Great, and capital of the Roman province of Macedonia. Paul and his companions 
Silas and Timothy had just been forced to leave Philippi after Paul and Silas had 
been beaten and imprisoned there. Paul now preached in Thessalonica on three 
successive Sabbaths and won Jewish Greek proselytes to the faith of Christ Jesus. 
The Jews reacted to this and attacked the house of Jason (Acts 17:5), dragging 
some of the converts in front of the rulers of Thessalonica, "crying, these that 
have turned the world upside down are come hither also; whom Jason hath 
received: and these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another 
king, one Jesus". In Britain today, we Christians are accused of having an 
authority other than the government, "one Jesus", whose Word we obey rather 
than those of society and government. 

Paul and his companions departed from Thessalonica to Berea, where they 
were followed by the Jews, so were compelled to journey on to Athens (Acts 
17:13ff). Paul had thus been in four cities, Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, and 
Athens, with little to show for his pains. He had reason to be discouraged and cast 
down, as God did not seem to be blessing his efforts. We often ask ourselves what 
should we be doing, for there seems so little blessing on our work for the Lord. 
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But God has His ways of meeting our discouragements, and messengers arrived 
from Thessalonica, saying the converts had stood fast. So Paul knew God's hand 
had been with him, and Acts 18:5 says, "And when Silas and Timotheus were 
come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that 
Jesus was Christ". The meaning behind these words seems to be that Paul 
witnessed boldly to the Jews, not heeding the voice that must have come to him, 
"you will be beaten and imprisoned, and God will not own your labours". How 
successful that voice inside us is at silencing our witness to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It says we are useless and would do better to stop risking imprisonment and rough 
handling, loss of job, goods, and even life itself, and just say less and be at peace. 
But our Lord sends His Holy Spirit into our hearts to move us forward. Note, He 
did not send Paul a miracle, or encouragement by material blessing. That is 
because He would not have our faith rest on outward blessings, but solely on His 
Word. Faith trusts the bare voice of Christ, and that alone. It seems therefore that 
the meaning behind these words was that Paul not only witnessed to the Jews with 
fresh vigour, but also wrote to the Thessalonian Christians out of a full heart. 
It seems he was in Corinth when Timothy brought news that the converts in 
Thessalonica were standing firm in Christ. This letter is quite likely the first letter 
in the New Testament ever written. 

We should have an unbearable desire to follow up past converts 
"When we could no longer forbear" states the strong desire the great Apostle had, 
and it is used twice, once in the first verse as the reason for sending Timothy back 
to Thessalonica, and the other in verse 5, "when I could no longer forbear". When 
Paul heard the converts were enduring tribulation and suffering on Jesus' account, 
he feared they had been insufficiently grounded to be able to withstand the 
onslaught he knew the devil would subject them to. "Forbear" means not only "to 
cover", but also "to ward off by covering", so came to be used for "bear up 
against" or "en~ure", and is only used in two other places in the New Testament. 
It is a strong word and the idea is that he felt hardly able to endure to be without 
them. Is that our attitude to converts we have won for the Lord Jesus in past days? 
For past churches we have been a part of? Can we hardly endure to be without 
those brethren? 

The Christian should be driven by powerful desires. David was, so is called "a 
man after God's own heart", and so was the Apostle. The trouble with so many of 
us is that we lack strength of desire after God, the kingdom and affairs of God, 
and above all, a longing after God in Christ and the fullness of His Holy Spirit in 
our lives. The Apostle felt abandoned when Timothy departed. And he was, 
humanly speaking, very much alone. So is every one of us in our work place, 
often in our family, street, and amongst neighbours. We lack fellowship with them 
in Christ, because they are not God's children. So Paul sent Timothy out of 
necessity, but felt abandoned. He had no man likeminded. Are we then willing 
to value past converts enough to part with our "Timothy" for their welfare? 
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Following up converts is trouble and stress which we could happily be without, 
but necessary in Christ. 

We should follow converts' needs with care in order to establish them 

We should support them, not just leave them to themselves. What then should we 
do? We cannot do everything, nor would it be more than unhealthy spoon feeding, 
never weaning them from milk to meat, if we did the wrong things. They need to 
stand on their own feet and grow, and to learn to rely on the Holy Spirit, not on 
us, in all their troubles. However, it is not sufficient to see a person come to faith 
in Christ and abandon them. The Apostle's missionary work in the Acts of the 
Apostles is a blueprint to instruct us how to deal with converts. They need settling 
in with other Christians, preferably in a church. If not, they are unlikely to stand 
and grow as Christians. 

When the Apostle says "and to comfort you", we think of comfort as soothing 
gently, to make a person feel better. That is not what is meant here, for the word 
means "to strengthen by exhortation and encouragement". It is the same word as 
"the Comforter", used of the Holy Spirit, where the meaning is a law court term, 
"to call to the side of', like a lawyer who stands by the accused to help them. It 
is helpful, though not the original Greek, to think of "comfort" as the two Latin 
words, "cum fortis", which are used of "fitting for battle". Paul knew they would 
be attacked when he had gone, so he took pains to prepare them for the inevitable, 
and so should we. How do we do this? First Paul does it by prayer, then by real 
love, and help, and finally by contacting them. We have so many ways of doing 
this today, that we must spend time in keeping the contact as well as praying. 

We should also do this for our own sakes, so the Apostle says in his first epistle 
to the Thessalonians, 3:7: "We were comforted over you in all our affliction and 
distress by your faith." I find it most comforting when someone I pray for who 
came to the Lord, or was in a church I was once in, contacts me, and I see they 
are walking with Christ. It strengthens my faith to realise afresh that the Holy 
Spirit is reliable, and helps those who are weak babes in Christ to get up and fight 
for Him, not just lean on human help. 

What then are we to establish converts against? Let us be specific, not vague 

It is "that no man should be moved by these afflictions". Unless we know what 
we are aiming at, our comforting of them will be sugary and useless. We are not 
to sympathise, although it is right to be sympathetic, but rather to arm them 
against a definite foe we know they will soon meet. The Devil will come and test 
them, and try to knock them out of the faith . 

I once read a book by a Christian newspaper reporter who said that when he 
was converted in a Salvation Army meeting, he went home in the uniform to his 
mother and told her. She, as he knew would happen, was totally against "getting 
converted", but she had more sense than get angry. She was sympathetic and took 
the line that he was young and would grow out of it. She did everything she could 
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to move him sweetly out of it. It was a severe battle for the young man. Anger 
would have been easier to face, in a sense. 

The word here is "that no man should be moved by these afflictions". We think 
of "afflictions" as hard knocks, fierce arguments, threats, and unpleasantness. But 
the word "move" has the idea of a dog moving its tail. We call it wagging its tail. 
So "move" came to mean to flatter, to fawn upon. It seems the Jews were coming 
to see the erstwhile proselytes to their synagogue, and saying to them things like, 
"there is no need to suffer this hardship. Just return to Judaism, for we are not the 
ones persecuting you. It is the Gentiles who treat you badly and oppose and 
persecute you. All you have to do is abandon this Jesus and all will be peaceful 
like it was before that troublemaker Paul came here. Come back!" So the 
strengthening is against being talked out of Christ, as well as against the fierce 
opposition of the rulers and the heathen temples and the populace. 

Paul does another thing that we would be wise to imitate in his care for them, 
He does not say "you", but "we are appointed thereunto", so linking himself with 
them in their difficulties. He gets alongside them and shows he has faced the same 
difficulties in following Christ. See how often he uses the word we in the end of 
verse 3 and in verse 4. Then take his wise use of the word appointed. It is the very 
same word as is used by the Saviour in Matthew 5: 14, "a city set on a hill", or 
Philippians 1:7, where Paul says he is "set for the defence of the Gospel". The 
idea is the immutability of God's unchangeable appointment. Affliction is 
inevitable, not a chance accident, but something God has appointed as a necessary 
part of strengthening our Christian life, of partaking in Christ's sufferings as 
members of His body. The words "told you before" mean that the Apostle 
had been emphasizing the suffering they would endure again and again before he 
left them. It had been a repeated theme of his instruction of them before departing 
to Berea. 

Paul was not prophesying. The word should is not meaning "in the future", 
although that is a meaning of the word, but more than predicting, is saying this is 
certain from my experience, and my words will come to pass and surely be 
fulfilled. And so they were, for very soon persecution of Jason and the elders and 
the ordinary Christians started, forcing Paul and his companions to leave. Thus 
the raw converts were left to face the full onslaught of the Devil for hundreds of 
years. And, it appears, added to that were flattering words to woo them out of 
Christ, the Devil's old strategy, the carrot and stick approach. 

If you read the story of Cranmer, he was the great prize the Romanists aimed 
at, for, if he could be won back, then the great architect of the Reformation in 
England would have recanted, and destroy the Reformation. That very thing 
happened in France to their main leader, a bishop. He went back, and it had a bad 
effect on the whole Reformation in that land. So Cranmer was alternatively 
subject to long imprisonment whilst the other reformers were burnt, in harsh 
conditions, with threats and arguments. And then, suddenly, they would bring him 
out, dine him and walk him in the gardens, cajoling and sweetly reasoning. 
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Because he refused he was literally kicked back into his cell. No wonder in the 
end he recanted, and signed a paper to say the Reformation was a mistake. But, 
finally, the Holy Spirit strengthened him to renounce his error and stand by the 
Gospel and bum for Christ. To this day he is specially hated by Rome and 
her fellow travellers. The things said about him are much worse than about any 
other reformer. 

Paul's fears were not random but very specific, "lest by some means the 
tempter have tempted you". Satan applies pressure to converts. Your reward and 
crown in heaven will be these converts you have won to Christ by His grace, so 
Paul adds "and our labour be in vain". It is quite possible to labour in vain, See 
chapter 1 verse 19 where Paul says, "For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of 
rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his 
coming?" If you wish to reap what the Bible calls "a full reward", then it is no 
slur on our faith to say God uses means, and you are that means. Therefore Satan 
does his levellest to stop contact between us and anyone we once lead to the Lord. 
"We would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again, but Satan hindered 
us." That is in chapter 1, verse 18. All sorts of petty hindrances arise, and it is a 
struggle to keep in touch. The only way we will do it is to have a deep conviction 
that it is for the Lord that we do so, for 2 Thessalonians 1:2 says why Paul prays 
always for them, "That the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you". That 
will bear you through many a discouragement and setback. Doing it for His sake 
is the tincture that makes all things clean. 

But there is a second reason in chapter 2, verse 5, "and our labour be in vain". 
The word means not some light task, but wearisome toil, heavy labour. You who 
have borne the burden and heat of the day, take time to gamer what you have so 
laboriously won. Use the means you have to safeguard it through this uncertain 
world, to eternity. 

One cold winter morning in a town in the Atlas, a blind lad was led by the hand 
to see us, having just come back to his village near the town after being at a blind 
school over a hundred miles away, There, he had heard the Gospel and believed 
through Canon Cecil Green. We were turned out of the town in the Atlas shortly 
after. Some months later I drove back to visit the few Christians we had left 
behind, and on the way stopped in the village where the blind lad lived, not even 
knowing his address, and was taken to see him in his house, where I was able to 
give him a Braille Arabic New Testament, and spend time praying and talking 
with him over mint tea. It was such a joy, and although it was too dangerous for 
him if I wrote or visited again, I put him in contact with the Christians in that 
town, and I pray one day we shall meet again in heaven. 

In vain will sinners call upon the rocks and mountains to hide them. Nature will 
not interpose to screen the enemies of her God. William Nevins 
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• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

C. MACKENZIE 

GOSPEL ARITHMETIC 

PROBABLY every day you are in school you will do arithmetic - adding, 
subtracting, multiplying and dividing. It is important that we learn to do this. 
We use this skill every day. When we go shopping, we can check that we get the 
right change. When we are baking we use arithmetic when we weigh out the 
ingredients. When we are driving in the car, we can work out how many more 
miles we have to go. When we are playing a game, we use arithmetic to work out 
the scores. So adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing are all necessary 
skills which we use in many situations. 

We can note that these concepts are also used in the Bible. God adds to the 
church those who are saved through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. He builds up 
His church day by day. 

God also subtracts. He takes away sins from His people. God sent His Son to 
be the deliverer. "And this is my covenant unto them," He said, "when I shall take 
away their sins" (Romans 11:27). What a wonderful subtraction that is. God takes 
away the sin of His people and places them on the Lord Jesus, His Son, who died 
bearing all the punishment for these sins. 

When Peter wrote a letter to Christians in different places, he greeted them with 
the wish that grace and peace would be multiplied to them. These are gifts given 
by God - undeserved favour and the peace of God which passes all 
understanding. Peter prayed that the people of God would receive these gifts time 
and time again. 

God also divides. Jesus gave a solemn warning about the judgement day. 
"Before him (God) shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one 
from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats" (Matthew 25:32). 
One group who have trusted in the Lord Jesus will inherit the kingdom prepared 
from the foundation of the world. Others will be rejected and sent to everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. What a solemn division. 

That is some of God's work. What about us? Those who love the Lord have 
some adding to do. "Giving all diligence," Peter tells us, "add to your faith virtue; 
and to virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance; and to temperance, 
patience; and to patience, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness, charity" (2 Peter 1:5-7). These characteristics are described in 
another letter as the fruit of the Spirit. They should be evident in the life of a 
person who loves the Lord. 

We are given a solemn warning in Revelation 22: 19 not to add to or to take 
away from the words of the prophecy of the book. God will severely punish 
anyone who tampers with His holy, inspired Word. 
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We are sinners by nature and sin in thought, word and deed constantly. The 
Bible describes our sins as being multiplied in God's sight (Isaiah 59: 12). But we 
can continually take them to God and confess our sin and ask for forgiveness, and 
He is faithful and just to forgive our sins (1 John 1 :9). 

Those who preach and teach the Gospel have a great responsibility to rightly 
divide the word of truth - handling it faithfully, explaining the meaning, making 
it simple and understandable and always pointing to the Saviour of sinners, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

BIBLE SEARCH 

Try some arithmetic. 

1. Take the number of water pots filled at the wedding in Cana of Galilee (John 
2:6). 

2. ADD the number on whom the tower of Siloam fell (Luke 13:4). 

3. DNIDE by the number of arrows shot by Jonathan when he was helping 
David to escape (1 Samuel 20:20). 

4. SUBTRACT the number of barley loaves used in feeding ofthe five thousand 
(John 6:9). 

5. MULTIPLY by the number of anchors cast out of Paul's boat in the storm 
(Acts 27:29). 

6. ADD the number of tables of stone written by finger of God and given to 
Moses with the Ten Commandments (Exodus 31:18). 

7. DNIDE by the number of churches in Asia that received letters (Revelation 
1:11). 

8. MULTIPLY by the number of porches at the pool of Bethesda (John 5:2). 

9. SUBTRACT the number of times Daniel went to pray in his room each day 
(Daniel6:10). 

10. ADD the number of people saved in the ark (1 Peter 3:20). 

The correct answer is the number of years added to Hezekiah's life in answer to 
his prayer (Isaiah 38:5). 

Do we give sufficient attention to the theme of gaining Christ? It is our joy and 
privilege to know Him as God's unspeakable Gift, but none knew this more fully 
than the Apostle Paul. But was he satisfied with this knowledge? Or was Paul's 
soul-consuming desire, at all possible cost, to gain Christ; and thus to know Him, 
and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings? Oh that 
Christ may be so known by us as a "living, bright reality" that our one desire -
our one absorbing heart-passion may be that we personally gain Christ- that we 
personally know Him as the apostle longed to do. Hudson Taylor 
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• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

P. K I N G ( H a i Isham) 

Chapter 21:18-32 

1. The sword will strike - but where? The two nations, Judah and Ammon, 
feature in this section. The previous study showed the sword (judgement] would 
strike, but it is not yet determined where that strike will be. Verses 20 and 21 
indicate there will be two directions to God's punishment, one way to Rabbah (the 
Ammonites), and the other to Jerusalem (Judah). So the apostate covenant people 
are punished by Babylon, and then Ammon is judged and subsequently destroyed 
by the same nation. Nebuchadnezar is the instrument in God's hand to fight 
against both nations. The difference between the two is again identified as the 
wicked and the righteous. 

2. God is in control. The king of Babylon stands at a fork in the road (verse 21) 
seeking guidance from his gods as to which way he should go -Jerusalem or 
Rabbah. How remarkable it is that the mightiest monarch of his time, with a huge 
army, thinks his superstitious gods are guiding him, yet all the time the action he 
will take has been decided, and Ezekiel has already told Judah. God appoints even 
the powers on earth, and they are subservient to the higher purposes of heaven. 

3. Judah's sin was revealed in verse 23 - they had to come to agreements 
with Babylon, compromising the truth, but to no avail, for Zedekiah, the last 
king of Judah, came as a blinded man to Babylon, and the city (Jerusalem) 
was razed to the ground. Yet there was hope for, "it shall be no more, until he 
come whose right it is; and I will give it to him" (verse 27) - a reference to our 
Lord many years in the future. 

4. Ammon was also destroyed to rise again no more (verse 28), for the same 
sword came against them, and they never again had political power or influence 
(verse 29). 

LESSONS FOR TODAY 

(a) God is sovereign and nothing takes place without His permission. Terrorists 
may think that they have achieved their aims, little realising God uses even them 
for His purposes. 

(b) The sins of the Church will be seen by the world when it tries to make 
agreements with the world. There can be no alliance between good and evil, and 
the church will be seriously damaged. 

(c) This world will one day be destroyed for ever in eternal damnation. 

Come out from among them, and be ye separate 
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• A SERMON • 

Part VIII 
JUSTUS VERMEER 

The Gospel Magazine 

Supplied by A. W . DE LANGE (Scherpenzeel, The Netherlands) 

CHRIST has become their Lord and King. They have written with their hand: "I 
am the Lord's" and surnamed themselves by the name of Jacob (a paraphrase 
summary of Isaiah 44:5). 

(a) They are brought in to Christ's Kingdom. "Who hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son" 
(Colossians 1: 13). 

(b) God's law is put in their inward part and written in their heart (Jeremiah 
31:33). David says that God's law was his delight (Psalm 119:92). And Paul: 
"For I delight in the law of God after the inward man" (Romans 7:22). As 1 Peter 
4:2-3 puts the matter: "That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the 
flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. For the time past of our life may 
suffice us to have wrought ~he will of the Gentiles." 

(c) There are, amongst others, glorious privileges and promises of a reward. 
What a wage could it be that the mere view of it makes somebody leave 
everything. "By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the 
recompence of the reward" (Hebrews 11 :24-26). 

(d) They are separated from the world in their heart: "Depart ye, depart ye, go 
ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye 
clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord" (Isaiah 52: 11 ). "And I, saith the Lord, will 
accept you" (Jeremiah 3:14, Dutch rendering). [In the AV there seems nothing in 
common with the Dutch rendering. The key appears to lie in the AV word "tum" 
or "return", as a graphic presentation to Judah of the Lord's willingness to be 
reconciled with His people, no matter what the circumstances. Thus the Dutch 
conveys the idea of repentance and acceptance by God- Ed.] 

(e) They become friends of God and His people. It is written that after the 
pharisees had thrown him out of the synagogue, the man born blind, whom Jesus 
made to see, was found by Him and revealed Himself to him as the Son of God 
(John 9). They gave a sincere love towards God's people. "If a man say, I love 
God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom 
he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?" (1 John 4:20). 
"Every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him" 
(1 John 5:1). Together with this, Christ is the way of redemption, by His merits 
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only by free grace and to them He is precious above all things. "Unto you 
therefore which believe he is precious" (1 Peter 2:7). 
4. Now it can be demonstrated that this "new creation" not only exists in the 
darkest and most straitened believers but also manifests itself in its labours to 
others, proving old things have passed away, and all things have become new. 
(Even if such an one were inwardly darkened or straitened by the fierceness of the 
conflict in their heart concerning God, Christ, their sin, etc., as well as difficulty 
believing, they were in a state of grace in God's eyes, so thinking it the safest 
course to deny all grace, and at times beset with many troubles.) This is shown: 

(a) By the battle against sin, the world and Satan, which is so noticeable to 
such believers. "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world" and 
"whosoever is born of God sinneth not" (1 John 5:4, 18). But this concerns the new 
creation over which God holdeth His hand, so that he will not lie down in 
sin but shall, once again, get up and overcome. The "sinneth not" here means that 
the believer sins without pleasure and enjoyment, it is not indulged in boldly- yea, 
"sinneth not" unto death. And in connection with the new creature, not only does 
he not sin but, on the contrary, strives against sin and the battle is already won here 
while this is a post-battle. Christ has fought this battle and removed its sting. By 
this rebellion of the Spirit against the flesh then it is demonstrated that there is 
something in the heart that cannot sin nor wants to sin but that takes its stance on 
God's side. Even though sin works its desires in them and they lie like a bond-slave 
under it, the new creation sighs under the trial and cries out: "0 wretched man that 
I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" (Romans 7:24). 

(b) By the love towards Christ, which is bestowed in their hearts. This they 
cannot see for themselves, nor hold it to be so, and yet they would not want to 
miss the inner desire for Christ for a thousand worlds. That there is something of 
heaven in the heart, that draws them to things above, that seeks Christ, as is shown 
by this mourning: "If I go forward, I do not see him; if I go backwards, I do not 
perceive Him. He is gone, He has withdrawn." "If ye find my beloved, that ye tell 
him, that I am sick of [devoid of and missing] love" (Song 5:8). It is also manifest 
by the cordial love and joy when Christ's kingdom is enlarged. How does the new 
creation leap up, as it is written of the babe in the womb of Elizabeth as she heard 
the salutation of Mary (Luke 1:41). 

(c) By the union brought about by the same work of God's grace in all the 
godly. According to the measure by which they express the image of God, they 
live tenderly, die unto themselves and deny everything except that which is of 
God. Also according to the measure of grace given they have a clear light to deal 
faithfully with their own soul and their love for others increases; the godly esteem 
one another highly and seek their fellowship. "To the saints that are in the earth, 
and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight" (Psalm 16:3). This part of faith 
cannot be missed, or it is not perfect. 

• To BE CoNTINUED • 
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• TIMELY WORDS ON REPENTANCE • 

W. W. FULTON (USA) 

TRUE it is, as stated by several men of recent years, repentance is indeed the 
missing note in today's ministry and so-called Christian life. Where there is no 
evidence of genuine, heart-felt, mourning repentance before God, there is no 
evidence of true saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ - and thus such impenitent 
"Christians" are no Christians at all! How can we be more charitable than our 
Lord? He says, "Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3, 5). 

In contending for the basic principles of our most holy faith, we must preach 
deep experimental repentance. Such repentance, however, must be clearly shown 
to be a gift of God's sovereign grace and not the work of the creature. Therefore 
in our explanations of repentance we will have to distinguish between that which 
is legal and that which is true or evangelical repentance. The latter is always 
bestowed by God's grace upon elect and regenerate, convicted and seeking souls 
-but the former may be little else than a sorrow about getting caught. "For godly 
sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of 
the world worketh death" (2 Corinthians 7:10). 

We are gravely concerned when we see multitudes who have been wrought 
upon in various ways by religious hucksters, promising them an easy way of 
salvation if they would only "confess their sins and give their hearts to the Lord". 
And while there may be much sincerity and honest sorrow over certain outward 
acts of sinfulness, these people yet remain total strangers to a genuine work of 
grace and to that "godly sorrow" of which the apostle writes: "For behold this 
selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in 
you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, 
what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge!" (2 Corinthians 7:11). 
My beloved, to be a partaker of that true, saving, evangelical repentance- which 
is always God's gift - means something! It is real, never-to-be-forgotten and 
lasting, while your flimsy, temporary, self-motivated "sorrow of the world" will 
soon pass away. 

True repentance is David in the 51st Psalm: "I acknowledge my transgressions: 
and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this 
evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear 
when Thou judgest. ... Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the 
hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I 
shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me to know joy 
and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. Hide thy face 
from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, 
and renew a right spirit within me .... For thou desirest not sacrifice: else would 
1 give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, 0 God, thou wilt not despise. " 
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Evangelical repentance is Ephraim in Jeremiah 31 : "I have surely heard 
Ephraim bemoaning himself thus: Thou has chastised me, and I was chastised, as 
a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: tum thou me, and I shall be turned; for thou 
art the Lord my God. Surely after that I was turned, I repented; and after that I 
was instructed, I smote upon my thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even confounded" 
(verses 18-19). 

Repentance is Job at the end of his long trial: "I have heard of thee by the 
hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes" (Job 42:5-6). And, my friends, when Job was 
finally brought down to this point of thorough brokenness and repentance, God 
restored him. 

The repentance of which we write is Jacob wrestling with the angel of Jehovah 
until he is touched in the hollow of his thigh and thoroughly broken, crying, 
"I will not let thee go, except thou bless me" (Genesis 32:6). His name was 
changed to Israel; the promises of God were sealed to his heart and he received 
the desired blessing. 

Repentance, this evangelical grace which is almost unknown in modem times 
- repentance, this great need of our hearts - repentance before God in sackcloth 
and ashes - is the one pressing need of hearts - of the hearts of this writer and his 
readers, especially. We cannot create it, cannot spin it forth of our own bowels, 
cannot produce it by the exercise of our free wills. It must be given. "The God of 
our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God 
exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance 
to Israel, and forgiveness of sins" (Acts 5:30-31). "Then hath God also to the 
Gentiles granted repentance unto life" (Acts 11: 18). 

True repentance is a sinner not only believing but turning unto the Lord (Acts 
11 :21 ). It is the sinner not only seeking the Lord but seeking Him with all his heart 
(Jeremiah 29: 13). And to such earnestly seeking souls, and to none others, we 
have the promise: "And I will be found of you, saith the Lord" (Jeremiah 29:14). 
Such repentant souls not only experience a mourning after Christ but a mourning 
apart (Zechariah 12: 10-14), and only to these is the fountain of the cleansing 
blood opened (Zechariah 13:1). In this agony of repentance, the soul lies so low 
at the table of mercy and says, "Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which 
fall from their master's table," and ultimately receives the blessing. "Be it unto 
thee even as thou wilt" (Matthew 15:27-28). "When God's grace touches the 
heart, men are in earnest to get to Christ by faith and to get to God by repentance" 
(Tom L. Daniel). 

We have often opposed "free offer gospel", "duty-faith", and "duty
repentance" - and rightly so, for such repentance as we have outlined from the 
Word of God cannot be produced by man in response to a preacher's exhortations. 
All that "duty" preaching will ever produce is a legal repentance, a mere work of 
the flesh and not the evangelical repentance herein described. Oh, cry to God that 
your repentance be not mere natural remorse, a "repentance" not worthy of the 
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name, for it gives God no glory (Revelation 16:9). When men are caught in 
iniquity, condemned for it and punished, they repent. When the errors of his life 
have been exposed, any criminal will feel sorrow and shame. But allow him to 
evade punishment and he returns to his old ways. Today's religious converts, in 
their temporary, trumpery zeal, may sing about forgiveness, love and mercy. But 
in their enthusiasm for Jesus and the "Way of the Cross", never do they come to 
the words: 

"Then I bid farewell to the way of the world, 
To walk in it nevermore!" 

That is repentance, in the light of our Lord's cross. Only grace can bring us this 
far, and then all will be well with us. Please read carefully and search your heart 
honestly over this matter of repentance before God. Let us hear from you. My 
dear friends, God's people need to stay in close fellowship with the Lord and with 
each other - in this day when Satan as an angel of light stands ready to oppose the 
truth and, through his false christs and false prophets, to deceive the very elect, if 
it were possible (Matthew 24:24). 

--·--
• WHAT WE CAN LEARN FROM 

Two PURITAN PHYSICIANS 
OF THE SOUL • 

Concluded 

Dr. JAMES DAVISON (Belfast) 

SEDGWICK becomes more specific in his recommended medication when he 
says that believers should "study exactly the covenant of grace, in the author of 
it, [the] foundation of it . .. [and] all the matters contained in it". Then, too we 
must "study Jesus Christ thoroughly and know Him distinctly in the person of a 
Mediator, offices, effects and works". Much meditation in these things with 
abounding prayer to God will greatly help in the mortification of sin and "cause 
you by faith to set your seal unto them". 25 

A second cause is the "imperfection of faith" and "the more imperfect it is the 
more doubting it finds". Furthermore, where a believer:s faith is weak it lacks the 
"ability to argue". This inability could be because a believer's "experience is little 
and therefore, their judgements are not so settled". And without a settled 
judgement in spiritual matters, believers may "see their lacks and hindrances more 
than their helps and encouragements". Here Sedgwick is referring to "babes in 

25 0. Sedgwick, The Doubting Believer (Rpt. Soli Deo Gloria, 1993), p. 59. 
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Christ", who when they are tested "cannot repair unto the establishments of faith 
as strong believers can". But it is also true that "many good people who have, in 
some cases, maintained their ground with credit to their faith" have suddenly been 
"strangely puzzled, distressed, afraid, doubtful, full of fears, and dejections". 
Sedgwick says that such a soul may have been confronted "by a new kind of 
trouble, a burden, which they cannot find a promise for" and here they remain "in 
a wavering unsettledness, until they can find out a promise to answer it, either 
expressly or virtually". 26 

What is required to cure this spiritual malaise is to "perfect and strengthen 
faith". That is, "put more strength, more growth, more ripeness into faith", and it 
will cure your doubting. Sedgwick explains it like this: "Faith and doubting are 
like a pair of scales, where the weight of one bears away the other." Likewise, 
"when the light and heat of the sun are greatest, then the clouds and misty vapours 
are fewest". How this is to be done leads Sedgwick to give a similar prescription 
to the first. First, Sedgwick shows that "God, who gave faith, can strengthen it; 
for every grace depends upon Him not only for birth, but also for complement". 
The doubting believer must cry to God: "Lord increase my faith. . . . Open my 
eyes yet more that I may see Thy truths .. .. Establish and confirm my heart in 
Thy truths." Secondly, "studying Christ and the promises more will bring more 
strength and perfection to faith". "Yes," says Sedgwick, "If we knew the nature of 
our Redeemer more, how holy and compassionate and helpful it would be." It is 
also true that there would be much less doubting and a great deal more believing, 
"If we knew the offices of our Saviour, how absolute they are in removing our 
guilt, in conquering our corruptions, [and] in making way for us to the Father".27 

A third remedy to effect a cure for the "imperfection of faith", is the strong arm 
of God "revealed in His ordinances; for God does not call us, nor change us, nor 
strengthen us, nor save us, without means". It is Sedgwick's contention that the 
ordinances "evidence Christ more . .. open and unfold the promises more . . .. 
Exceedingly suppress the reasoning and powers of unbelief. . . . Clear the 
understanding and so keep open the way for faith to God and Christ." Fourthly, 
"faith would do more, if it knew all that it might do". Likewise, ensure that "faith 
knows its privileges", and what amazing privileges they are. Here Sedgwick is 
very clear: 

[If] we once thoroughly knew what privileges ... the sons of God have, . .. 
the priests of God have, the purchased by Christ have; if we knew the 
grants of favour, free access and singular acceptances with God in and 
through Christ, 0 how might we keep down our fears and our doubting and 
singularly encourage our faith to run and with fullest eagerness to embrace 
our God, our Christ our promises.28 

26 ibid. , pp. 14, 15 , 16, 17. 
27 ibid. , pp. 59, 60, 61. 
28 ibid., pp. 59, 62, 63, 64. 
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Another cause of doubting is when sense confronts faith, as is seen in Thomas's 
comment on being told of Christ's resurrection: "Except I shall see in his hands 
the print of the nails and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe" (John 
20:25). This kind of reasoning concludes, wrongly, that "he who does not have the 
sense of God's favour, present answers from God, or feelings of grace in their 
nature and measure, cannot be in a state of grace and salvation". But the danger 
in thinking that a person is not right with God because they "do not feel the vigour 
and secret increasing of grace" is to expose the soul "to the labyrinth of daily 
fears and scruples . . . unto infinite and continual doubting". And such a life, 
"much dishonours God", says Sedgwick. Indeed "it is no marvel that the soul that 
does not live upon Christ or the promises ... is tossed to and fro and hangs in 
extreme suspense". 29 

In regard to this conflict of soul, Sedgwick shows the importance of recognising 
that sense "is not a fit judge of our condition". The reason Sedgwick gives is that 
the "spiritual course, many times, goes against our sense". There are times when 
"faith will believe what sense perceives not" and there are times when what "our 
sense perceives ... our faith will not believe". This may be seen in Abraham, who 
"against hope, believed in hope" (cf. Romans 4:18), and in Job's words: "Though 
he kill me, yet will I trust him." 30 It can also be drawn from the words of Christ 
to Thomas: "Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed" (John 
20:29). This is the first remedy prescribed by Sedgwick for this conflict of soul. 

The next remedy is to understand that sense or feeling is not "the ground of our 
believing, but the fruit of faith". Yes, we can feel a sense of assurance, joy and 
peace, but the sense of these things does not come before faith is acted; "these 
things are not antecedent to faith, but the consequent of faith". Therefore, as 
Sedgwick says, "If you would have assurance, you must then believe for the 
sweetness of assurance flows from that faith, which by believing feeds on Christ". 
In other words, while "God's testimonies are of a settling and quieting virtue", He 
does not "deliver over to you the assuring evidences" before you "put your seal 
and hand of faith". Then too we must know that while former experiences, "which 
is nothing else but sensible feelings ... are good encouragements to future acts of 
faith, the Word of God is still the ground of faith". In conclusion, Sedgwick 
prescribes some further balm for the soothing of a troubled conscience: "The God 
on whom heretofore you believed and from whom, in believing, you received 
such gracious helps and answers will again ... by further believing on His work, 
renew His gracious goodness and merciful favour unto your soul."31 

A further cause of doubt may be "indispositions unto or about spiritual duties". 
This is evidenced "when our altar seems to have no fire, our bodies to have no 
souls, [or] our affections to be estranged from our services". Examples of this 

29 ibid., pp. 18, 19. 
30 ibid., p. 65. 
31 ibid. , pp. 66, 67, 68. 
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indisposition could be "when we pray, but not with that fervency" of heart that we 
have previously experienced, or it might be "when we hear, but not with that 
attentiveness of spirit" we once knew. As Sedgwick explains; "sometimes there is 
a strange listlessness, a kind of flat dullness or drowsiness". In such a condition 
"the soul is so heavy that it can hardly watch and pray", let alone perform other 
duties. "Out of this kind of slumbering the hearts of Christians ordinarily awake 
with doubting." Doubting that can easily "trouble a tender and sincere heart to 
observe in itself such flat and dull opinions of God and Christ", with the result 
that the soul is "often times greatly perplexed".32 

Now while this is often true, it is important to know that there is a great 
difference between a dead heart and a dull heart. The first "lacks a living spring" 
with the result that "spiritual duty is contrary unto it". But a dull heart "has a 
living spring", although it "does not have a lively operation". As it says in 
Matthew 26:41: "The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak" (see also Romans 
7:21-22; Galatians 5: 17). For this reason we must "take heed of denying or 
concluding the absence of grace from the infirmity of working". Here Sedgwick 
pours salve into the wounded conscience as he reminds us of the occasion 
recorded in 2 Chronicles 30: 19, "when the good Lord pardoned everyone who 
prepared his heart to seek Him, though they were not cleansed according to the 
purification of the sanctuary". 33 

According to Sedgwick, the important thing here is to ensure that the heart will 
not content itself "with this heavy kind of performing of duties .... It will not rest 
in this disposition, but will use all means to better itself and this abundantly 
manifests ... your heart is sincere." With such endeavours God can see that "you 
are indeed willing [and] (for the present) accepts your service". Such graciousness 
on the part of God must surely be a means of great comfort and as Sedgwick says, 
"revive my graces and excite my affections". But it must always be remembered 
that "the cause of all acceptance is in Christ". Sedgwick explains it this way: "A 
sincere heart must set it out, a gracious God must take it; and a mighty Redeemer 
and Intercessor must present it." In other words, "Christ presents to the Father 
what we present to Him". By this means only, "there is a constancy of intercession 
by Christ for us", and this must surely bring comfort to any troubled conscience.34 

A cause similar to "indispositions unto or about spiritual duties" is "fruitless 
endeavours", by which Sedgwick means that the "spring or occasion of doubting" 
rises while we go about our spiritual duties and there develops a sense of what he 
calls "success-lessness". As when we begin to think that there may be "defects in 
our particular graces and in our particular duties". Perhaps, some "effects of 
particular corruptions", which we have "a long time prayed for the filling up and 
enlarging of our weak faith, ... and yet we seem to be still where we were". At 

32 ibid., pp. 27, 28. 
33 ibid., pp. 82, 83, 85. 
34 ibid. , pp. 86, 87, 88, 89. 
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such times there seems to be no progress in our walk with God and no answers to 
our prayers: "I have sought Him a long time and have not prevailed." Such 
thinking could lead us to doubt not only "our own petitions, but our persons", and 
as a result conclude that all is not right between God and the soul. In this we 
falsely "judge or fear that we have been deceived in our progress towards 
heaven", for as Sedgwick rightly says, "Prayer is ... our dove, our messenger", 
but, as he goes on to explain, "It does not always return a present harvest; it comes 
in sooner, and sometimes later. It waits the time of the Master." 3S 

In this condition "we doubt that God does intend us any good". A doubt that 
can arise when we "have prayed much for the perfecting of such graces or the 
subduing of such corruptions . . . yet nothing comes of it". In prescribing his 
remedy Sedgwick notes that "service and progress in duty belongs to us and their 
rewards and recompenses belong to God". Likewise, it is "our duty to seek, and 
not only to seek, but also to wait" and such waiting that comes "from poverty of 
spirit" and not "from an unsettled humour". These are important considerations 
for our spiritual wellbeing. Then to further help us to be patient, Sedgwick refers 
to the promises of God and says "the promises of God reveal unto us the 
intentions and purposes of God". And such intentions that "the answers will 
sweeten and easily recompense all the times and labours of seeking".36 

By taking Sedgwick's recommended medication surely we will conclude that 
"We shall have the best things in the fittest times". Yes, even though "He answers 
you not by victory, but by combat". In other words, "He does not presently subdue 
your sin that it shall not trouble you, but lets it alone that it shall exercise you". 
Thus "the Lord by His silence will teach you in these times forbearance on your 
part as well as forbearance on His part". But it is most important to remember that 
we do not "faint in cases of suspensions, for God suspends His grants to the times 
when you are fitted to receive them and when it is fit for Him to open them". 
Neither should God's forbearance "occasion cessation, but earnestness". God is 
"not silent that we should become speechless, but that our desires should grow 
more fervent". 37 

Now from all this we must understand, if we are to recover our spiritual 
healthiness, that God "loves that we should 'strive with Him for His grants' (this 
is the phrase in Romans 15:30) and 'wrestle with Him' (as Jacob) and so 'prevail 
upon Him' and 'that we give Him no rest' (Isaiah 62:7), 'until He has satisfied 
our souls with mercy and established them with His grace'." Furthermore, by 
settling our hearts and minds this way we would, as Sedgwick well says, 
"enhance the goodness of the things desired and make us to wear the answers 
with more thankfulness to Him, with more comfort to ourselves and with more 
benefit to others". 

35 ibid., pp. 28, 29, 30. 
36 ibid., pp. 89, 90, 91, 92, 93. 
37 ibid., pp. 94, 95, 96. 
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The "suspension of the divine favour" is another cause of spiritual trouble, as 
David well notes in Psalm 30:7: "Lord by Thy favour, Thou hast made my 
mountain to stand strong, Thou didst hide Thy face and I was troubled." This is 
especially true when we remember that "God's favour is the greatest good". 
Indeed, it is "better than life" (Psalm 63:3), but as Sedgwick notes, "the sensible 
absence of the greatest good must imprint the motions of greatest fear, suspicion 
and trouble". Now in such a dark night of the soul "nothing can comfort the soul 
or stay it without much difficulty". No, not even "our riches, or our gifts, or our 
graces, or our services" can bring real comfort, for these can only be a comfort to 
us "while in them we see God's love shining towards us".38 

Now it is important to note that when "God holds up His countenance, the light 
from shining into the heart, so that a Christian does not enjoy his day as before, 
his God as before, in the sensible evidence of His loving favour" it may be said 
to be a time of fearfulness. It is equally true, however, that "God seldom draws up 
His favour, but for some unkindness on our part". Expressing it another way 
Sedgwick says, "Our sins (ordinarily) are the clouds which hide His face from us, 
they are the wall of separation". Sedgwick accepts that sin may manifest itself in 
different ways, but he is also convinced that whatever the sin, that soul "must 
be greatly troubled when it has turned its day into night, and shut up that light 
which once it enjoyed to its comfort and solace". And as Mary wept because they 
had taken away her Lord, and she did not know where they had laid Him (John 
20:13), "So may we", says Sedgwick, "justly weep when our sins have taken 
away our God from us in His comfortable favour and we cannot easily regain Him 
and find Him". 39 

But, like the good physician of the soul that he is, Sedgwick reminds us that 
while we "many times give God just cause and reason", for the suspension of His 
favour, it would be "a dangerous error, a fruitless error, absolutely to conclude 
against our God . . . of any present or hopeful interest in His blessed favour". 
Sedgwick bases this comment on his conviction, and we would concur with him, 
that "God has ever some special end in the holding up of His countenance". 
Perhaps it is that in these dark seasons of the soul God would have us "humbly 
and thoroughly bemoan our loss and repent of our sins", in order that we may 
"behold the Lord in mercy and love again". 40 

Then too if we "earnestly seek God's favour ... by enquiries in the ordinances 
of His favour" we shall renew His favour, because "the Lord meets us and shows 
Himself with His loving countenance in His ordinances; for these ordinances of 
God are the exchange, the heavenly exchange between God and His people, 
wherein they present unto Him their duty and He confers on them His grace 
and favour". Support in these dark nights of the soul can also come from 

38 ibid., pp. 42, 43. 
39 ibid., pp. 42, 43, 44. 
40 ibid., pp. 130, 131, 130, 133. 
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"remembering the days of old" for "assuredly the remembrance of what God has 
done is able to support us with a confident expectation of what God will yet do 
for us".41 

We have travelled along a road in this article that many have trodden before and 
with whom we can so easily identify. The maladies highlighted have, at one time 
or another caused real heartache to many believers and it was our aim to draw 
attention to some of the causes in the hope that the remedies recommended would 
effect a cure in those believers who are going through dark seasons of the soul. 
Our physicians of the soul (Bolton and Sedgwick) have prescribed medicine 
based on the pure ingredients of God's Word and therefore when applied in 
accordance with the instructions given in that same Word, will be effective and 
result in the individual experiencing the sunshine of God's face once again. 
Remember it is God Himself who said: "In a little wrath I hid my face from thee 
for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the 
Lord thy Redeemer" (Isaiah 54:8). Believing this truth let us then take heart and 
apply the remedies prescribed by Bolton and Sedgwick to the glory of God and 
the happiness of our souls. 

--·--

• CALLED TO CONTINUOUS PRAISE • 

Psalm 111 

PETER MURCOTT (Isle of Man) 

Introduction 
PSALM 111 is an acrostic Psalm, using all the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet. In English, we have twenty-six letters; but by using twenty-two of them, 
a translator has sought to show what is meant by the expression "An Acrostic 
Psalm". This is to be found in The Treasury of David, Volume 3, by C. H. 
Spurgeon (page 5), which in turn is taken from The Psalms Chronologically 
Arranged by Four Friends: 

1: All my heart shall praise Jehovah, 
Before the congregation of the righteous; 

2: Deeds of goodness are the deeds of Jehovah, 
Earnestly desired of all them that have pleasure therein; 

3: For His righteousness endureth for ever, 
Glorious and honourable is His work; 

4: He hath made His wonderful works to be remembered, 
In Jehovah is compassion and goodness. 

41 ibid., pp. 135, 138. 
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5: Jehovah hath given meat to them that fear Him, 
Keeping His covenant for ever. 

6: Learning (for) His people the power of His work, 
Making them to possess the heritage of the heathen; 

7: Nought save truth and equity are the works of His hands, 
Ordered and sure are His commands, 

8: Planted fast for ever and ever, 
Righteous and true are His testimonies; 

9: Salvation hath He sent unto His people, 
Their covenant hath He made fast for ever; 

10: Upright and holy is His name, 
Verily the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 

Yea, a good understanding have all they that do thereafter; 
Zealously shall He be praised for ever. 

1. THE CALL TO PRAISE 

129 

Praise ye the Lord! The Psalmist opens with a clear command. But like Joshua, at 
the end of his life, who presented a direct challenge to the assembled elders and 
notable people of the Israelites (Joshua 24: 15), the Psalmist does not simply make 
a call; he takes a definite decision without waiting for a response. He lets 
everyone know where he stands, by saying: "I will praise the Lord with my whole 
heart, in the assembly of the upright and in the congregation." His declaration of 
a firm and settled intent is reflected in Horatius Bonar's "Fill Thy my life, 0 Lord 
my God/In every part with praise". It is one of: 

"Praise in the common things of life, 
Its goings out and in; 
Praise in each duty and each deed, 
However small and mean." 

He does so because Christianity must be shown, as well as sown. That is the 
noble calling of the believer: to live a life of praise and honour to the true and 
living God. And that must be total. Wholehearted praise pleases God well; 
anything short of that is an unacceptable response to Him, who "gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life" (John 3: 16). As the old chorus by Frances Ridley-Havergal 
declares: 

"Peal out the watchword! silence it never! 
Song of our spirits rejoicing and free; 
True-hearted, whole-hearted, now and for ever, 
King of our lives, by Thy grace we will be." 1 

I The chorus of "True hearted, whole-hearted, faithful and loyal". 
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0 how easy it is to reduce such words to a hearty sing rather than a heartfelt 
prayer! It's a vision for the twenty-first century of wholly and fully-on-fire 
Christian characters, irrespective of what others are doing, or not doing. Yes; 
whole-hearted believers are grieved where there is an absence of what Wesley 
calls that "calmly-fervent zeal" for the Lord. But having said that, their praise to 
God should never be dependent upon how others react and respond. Whether they 
are in a large congregation, or a small one, whether they are at a special service, 
or at the usual Sunday worship, it should make no difference. The true-hearted for 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit will joyfully declare: "I will praise the Lord 
with my whole heart ... " 

2. THE CAUSE OF PRAISE 

What is the cause of the Psalmist's call? Why does he call upon the whomsoever 
to praise the Lord? Many would be totally non-plussed, and would attribute it to 
a form of fanaticism. 

A reading of verses 2-9 of Psalm 111 will answer the question. The Psalmist is 
overwhelmed by a sense of the greatness of God, demonstrated historically by 
what He did for the Israelites when He brought them out of Egypt. Unfortunately, 
the word "great" has in recent days been used so extensively to describe almost 
anything that it has lost much of its meaning. Those who understand the original 
language from which the Psalm has been translated have pointed out that the 
English translation does not properly convey the original. 

The greatness of God's works lie not only in their variety and diversity, their 
immensity and their perfection, but in their indestructibility and their durability. 
Take the seasons. At the time of Noah, the Lord God made a solemn covenant, 
saying: "While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and 
summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease" (Genesis 8:22). And so it 
is today. 

A little child may know 
The greatness of God lies in the very creation of the world itself, with the birds of 
the air knowing exactly where to migrate. Who taught the swallow how to built 
its nest, or determined the courses of the planets and the respective places of the 
moon and the stars? It was not by natural selection. Nature has no such knowledge 
to impart. It was by Divine decree and design: 

2 Jane Leeson, 1807-82. 

"A little child may know 
Our Father's name of love; 
'Tis written on the earth below, 
And on the sky above."2 
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Look up on a clear night, and gaze at the moon and the stars that God has made. 
You will then see the greatness of God. As the Psalmist said of old: "When I 
consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars which thou 
hast ordained; what is man, that thou art mindful of him, and the son of man, that 
thou visitest him?" (Psalm 8:3-4). That is the greatest of all mysteries when one 
considers the greatness of God. Just what is man? 

And in Psalm 111:9, we come to an expression of that great mystery: "God 
sent redemption unto His people: He hath commanded His covenant for ever: holy 
and reverend is His name." We celebrate that covenant each Christmas season, 
when we hear how the Word "was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father) full of grace and 
truth" (John 1:14). 

Can anyone fathom the mystery of the Incarnation? Maybe that question was 
best expressed by Charles Wesley, who wrote: 

Wonderful 

"Unsearchable the love 
That hath the Saviour brought; 
The grace is far above 
Or man or angel's thought; 
Suffice for us that God, we know, 
Our God, is manifest below."3 

Like the Psalmist, we would say "such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is 
high, I cannot attain to it" (Psalm 139:6), And yet, He sent redemption to His 
people; and "He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered" (Psalm 
111 :4 ). They can only be remembered if they are known in the first place, which 
is why in obedience to Christ's command, many a believer has braved the 
elements, undeterred by hardship or hardness of heart, so that Christ's wonderful 
work in salvation may be proclaimed. 

Remembered 
After Methodist Union in 1932, the Rev. Joseph Pearce recounted in Dinna 
Forget many an inspiring tale of those who did so. He told how a minister used 
to say that he was won to Christ and the ministry by seeing an aged man, who had 
walked five and twenty miles, to preach to a handful of villagers, take off his 
boots in his mother's kitchen that she might wash his blood-soaked stockings and 
his blood-smeared and blistered foot. That aged man was Hugh Bourne. 

Pause for thought 
The Primitive Methodists walked miles endways in the cause of the gospel. 
Nowadays we have much faster forms of transport. As the means of travel have 
improved, has the zeal increased? If not, what steps ought to be taken? 

3 Taken from "Let the earth and heaven combine". 
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3. CALLED BACK TO THE BEGINNING 

The Psalmist begins with praise, and he ends with praise, saying that it lasts for 
ever. But where does it all begin with the believer? It starts with the fear of the 
Lord. To the unbeliever, ensnared to varying degrees by the fear of man, the fear 
of the Lord is not an attractive prospect. And because of this, there has been an 
unbiblical and unhappy tendency amongst some Christians to steer clear of the 
subject. So let us look very briefly at the fear of the Lord, as to what it means to 
the Christian, since that it is where wisdom begins and where understanding 
flourishes. The fear of the Lord commences, continues and flourishes with -

(a) Reverence and respect of the profoundest kind 
You will have heard, times without number, in recent years of the call to be 
extremely careful about making any reference to God, let alone to what His Word 
says, because someone, somewhere just might be offended. You are called to walk 
as if there was broken glass at every step of the way. You are strongly advised to 
treat the Bible as if it was some sort of unexploded bomb -in other words, to steer 
well clear of it. You are enjoined to be extremely wary of expressing your faith. 
But notice this: those who are so unwise as to be weaned away from that which 
is true and will stand for ever, will find that the world expects them to commend 
that which will vanish away, and can neither stand nor save. 

The beginning of true wisdom creates the profoundest and deepest reverence 
for God, and casts aside anything that offends Him. Once you are there, you will 
start to understand the ways of the world. You will see how very badly astray the 
nation has been led in these past decades; and you will stoutly and steadfastly 
stand for the Lord. You will no longer act like a dead fish, and be swept down
stream by this or that fashionable current, you will be alive through Christ, and 
will swim manfully against the tide. 0 how well Isaac Watts portrayed the true 
calling of every Christian, by reference to Christ on the cross: 

"His dying crimson, like a robe, 
Spreads o'er His body on the tree; 
Then am I dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is dead to me." 4 

Take that to heart, and there will be a heart-felt and ongoing -

(b) Repentance towards God of the profoundest kind 

It is virtually impossible to put this into words. It's a deep longing to live for 
Christ and for Him alone, together with a deep loathing of anything that has ever 
prevented it. It's a frank recognition of one's own responsibility for past faults and 
failings, rather than blaming someone else. It comes clean about this, because the 

4 Verse 4 of "When I survey the wondrous cross". 
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believer wants both to make a clean break and to stay clean. It fears one thing 
above all others: of falling back into old ways. 

Repentance is full of gratitude to God; for God the Son said: "No man can 
come unto me except the Father which hath sent me draw him ... "(John 6:44). 
So the saved sinner is grateful that God the Holy Spirit should have graciously 
brought him to his knees and to his need of saving faith in Christ. True repentance 
remembers that glorious day, saying: 

"I'm glad I ever saw the day 
When I first came into saving faith; 
I've glory, glory in my soul, 
Sing glory, glory, glory ... "5 

If that is a true expression of your heart, you will have been filled with a firm -

(c) Resolution of the profoundest kind 
Resolutions are good; but they need power to perform them. Nothing short of 
Holy Spirit power, sought by prayer, and granted by God's grace will suffice. Are 
you resolved to make your faith a living reality? Then seek the Holy Spirit's 
power. You might think that you can achieve your resolve alone, and that you 
have the ability to do so. If so, take heed of Zechariah (4:6), who was given the 
vision of the seven lamps, supplied with oil, and was told: "Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." 

All of which makes the fear of the Lord a matter for rejoicing. Men of the world 
would count that statement as mere madness; for the "natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him" ( 1 Corinthians 
2:14). But the child of God knows that the fear of the Lord is that perfect love 
which casts out all fear (1 John 4:18), leading to perfect freedom (John 8:31-32). 
0 how great are the works of the Lord! -

"To God the Father, Son 
And Spirit, ever blest, 
The One in Three, the Three in One, 
Be endless praise addressed."6 

A Meditation by C. H. Spurgeon - "The Trumpet and the Pipe" 
"There is a time for the trumpet as well as the pipe" (Thomas Manton) 

C. H. Spurgeon commented: We must sometimes sound an alarm. We should be 
traitors to men's souls and to our Master if we always piped sweet music. He who 

5 An old Primitive Methodist hymn. 
6 John Hampden Gurney, 1802-62. 
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is always comforting his people will find no comfort when he is called to answer 
for it before God. 

Many souls need Boanerges,7 thunder more than dew. By many, who think 
themselves great judges, the trumpet discourse is judged too harsh, and the piper 
is commended for his pleasant strains; and yet the Lord may distribute the praise 
and the blame very differently. 

My heart, be not thou always craving for soft music. Be willing to be startled 
and stimulated. Life is a conflict, and thou needest battle music to keep thee up to 
fighting pitch. Let those who dance with the world pay the pipers who play to 
them; as for thee, give thine ear to the King's trumpeters. 

(Taken from Illustrations & Meditations or Flowers from a Puritans Garden) 

--·--
• 13TH CENTURY ENGLISH 

CHURCH HISTORY • 

Concluded 

PETER J. RATCLIFF 

Unlawful rebellions against popish extortions 

Foxe records that in 1231, such was the grievance caused to the realm of England 
by the extortions of the popes, that not even the king could help the matter. 
Interestingly the nobles took it upon themselves, probably led by Hubert, the Lord 
Chief Justice, to write letters under the pretence of the King's authority. At this 
point we do not condone forgery to defeat the wicked but we report what 
happened. The letters threatened to bum any who would refuse to pay their tithes 
and rents to the procurators of the king rather than to the Romanists. 

Early in 1232 Cincius, a Roman clerk in St. Albans, a canon of Paul's in 
London, was taken and had his bags emptied. At the same time a Roman parson 
of Wingham, a village near Canterbury, had his barns broken up by armed soldiers 
and the com sold and given away to the poor. He complained to the sheriff about 
the breaking of the king's peace but soldiers showing the letters to the sheriff were 
able to leave quietly. However, finally Roger, the bishop of London, proceeded to 
excommunicate those who had robbed Cincius and the parson of Wingham, as 
well as those who forged the letters and seal of the king 

Then around Easter 1232 all the barns of the Romans were raided and the com 
either sold or given to the poor. The Romans feared for their lives and hid in 
monasteries, not daring to complain. The workers of this feat were 80 armed 

7 Boanerges ("sons of thunder") was the name Christ gave to James and John (Mark 3: 17). 
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soldiers led by one William Withers surnamed Twing. The pope wrote to the king 
ordering him, under pain of excommunication, to punish the culprits. He also 
wrote to various bishops to get them to find the men and send them to Rome to 
appear before the pope! The rogues were arrested but theft is theft, even when of 
the Robin Hood variety. They were imprisoned and law is law even under bad 
rule. Interestingly the ringleader Robert Twing told the king what he had done and 
why he did it, being bereaved of the patronage of his benefice by the fraudulent 
circumvention of the Italians. Twing was sent to pope Gregory and marvellously 
the pope restored him to his benefice. The popes are nothing if not pragmatists! 

Probably more than Twing, Hubert de Burgh was the main man behind this 
activity. The Romish bishops, therefore, one by one sought to shake him out of 
the king's favour by saying to the king that de Burgh had not been loyal to him. 
Sadly the king, presumably still fearing the wrath of the pope, did not defend de 
Burgh but called for an investigation. 

The fall of Hubert de Burgh (Powicke, page 50) the justiciar, was dramatic yet 
he was allowed to retire to Merton Priory to prepare his defence. Interestingly the 
remains of this priory were rediscovered a few years ago and have been preserved 
with an urban part of the A24 rebuilt as a flyover just a few feet above the ruins, 
and only a hundred yards from the writer's home. 

Foxe accounts for this trouble by the fact that Rornish darkness pervaded the 
land. He says this is plain by the fact that the king who built monasteries that year, 
1233, in London did express in plain words that he built them, "for the redemption 
of his soul, of the soul of king John his father, and for the souls of all his ancestors". 

Foxe's astute assessment of popery 
Foxe writes movingly (page 412) of this terrible state into which the Roman 
church had come under Gregory IX, a state of pride that would lead to the rupture 
of the western church from the four patriarchs of the east: 

By these and such other stories, who seeth not, how far the church of Rome 
hath degenerated from the true Image of the right Church of Christ, which 
by the rule & example of the Gospel ought to be a daughter of peace, not a 
mother of debate, not a revenger of herself, nor a seeker of wars, but a 
forgiver of injuries, humbly and patiently referring all revenge to the Lord, 
not a raker for riches, but a winner of souls, not contending for worldly 
mastership, but humbling themselves as servants, and not Vicars of the 
Lord, but jointly like brethren serving together, Bishops with Bishops, 
Ministers with Ministers, Deacons with Deacons, and not as Masters 
separating themselves by superiority one from another .... 

Henry's religion 

Interestingly it has been observed by Powicke (page 59) that the worse Henry did, 
the more he displayed humility before God, hearing masses three times a day. One 
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is reminded of the title of the wntmg by Reformation martyr bishop John 
Bradford, The Hurt of Hearing Mass, to think of the sad state of Henry. On the 
one hand he could swear on the gospels but on the other he sank to the veneration 
of relics and the idolatry of the mass. One is reminded of present day false 
teachers, with their seductive mixture of Gospel and false claims, but no doubt 
Henry did it in ignorance. 

Robert Grosseteste 
At Merton, where the great council met, the problem was discussed of the 
divergence between church canon or common law and the common law of 
England. This brought to the fore a very great man. Oxford scholar Robert 
Grosseteste, who had been made bishop of Lincoln the previous year. The issue 
arose because the church welcomed children born out of wedlock when the 
parents married. The law of the land, however, still counted them as bastards and 
ineligible as heirs to estates. Grosseteste argued for the high church view that the 
teaching of the church is superior to the state but it was not until the 20th century 
that the law was changed. Others argued that the country was generally in line and 
that the church should submit. 

Henry was known to have got papal absolution from the oaths taken in 1232, 
contrary to his coronation oath (Powicke, page 75). 

Pope's taking money to nullify marriage law destroys trust 

In 1238 (Powicke, page 76), the king allowed his sister Eleanor to marry Simon de 
Montfort. The problem was that since Eleanor's husband died when she was only 
16, she took a vow of chastity. Now people were so furious, that the King took 
refuge in the Tower. Dominican friars equated the marriage to adultery by one who 
was married to Christ. Foxe notes that the marriage went ahead because sufficient 
money was sent to the pope! However, the people felt they could not trust the king. 

Crusade glamour 
The nation was religious, not least in the crusades. The recovery of the so-called 
Holy Land pervaded the minds of 13th century men much as it does many 21st 
century men. The city of Jerusalem was inseparable from the heavenly Sion. 
Going to Jerusalem on crusade might be undertaken as a penance imposed to 
atone for some sin, taken up as a fulfilment of an oath to show honour, or 
tragically for any guilt-ridden sinner, as a way to receive a plenary indulgence 
from purgatory. To carry the cross or to preach the glory of crusading were 
admirable things, as was the donation of gifts and legacies to fund the projects. 

However (Powicke, page 83), it was apparent that previous crusades had failed. 
Now the papacy was crusading against the softer target of other Christians. 

The clergy under two rules of law 
At the end of the 13th century England, was divided into 17 dioceses and about 
forty archdeaneries consisting of some 9,500 parishes. In London were 100 



The Gospel Magazine 137 

parishes, York 40, Stamford and Bristol had 20 each, while other parishes covered 
huge rural areas. One scholar estimated there were 40,000 ordained men in 
England and Wales in the later 13th century, others estimate fewer or complain 
that there are too few. If there were 30,000, that was one percent of the 13th 
century population. There may have been about 15,000 to 25,000 in religious 
orders too. 

A parson in the 13th century was a member of a vast organisation under the 
authority of pope, archbishops, bishops and archdeacons (Powicke, page 447). 
The tendency to see him as a paid chaplain of his local patron lord had been 
checked. They were examined by the bishop and inducted under episcopal 
authority. His right to his tithe was carefully defined. He was required to attend 
episcopal synods and archdiaconal chapter meetings. He was expected to have a 
copy of the episcopal constitutions to know his role and duties. While his benefice 
was a kind of freehold he was not free to take advantage of his security. 0 that 
church discipline of clergy might be reformed today! In the first half of the 
century some rectors were inclined to assert that they had no superiors so they 
were reminded that they must also make confessions to appointed priests! 
(Powicke, page 448). 

Only one document, preserved by Matthew Paris, speaks of clergy having a 
political voice. It was in 1240 that the rectors of Berkshire refused to contribute 
to the papacy, saying they were responsible to their patrons with obligations to the 
poor, not as soldiers of a militia of Christ. 

An indication of how little effect the 4th Lateran Council of 1215 had was that 
provincial councils were extremely rarely held. (Powicke, page 451) Langton 
held one at Osney abbey just outside Oxford in 1222, then Archbishop Pecham 
held them 57 years later in 1279 and 1281 at Reading then Lambeth. We don't 
know of others but the bishops did get the clergy together in synods each year. 
Manuscript records are chaotic (page 452) but things come out such as the conflict 
between church and secular authority as when Grosseteste complains that the 
pastoral office is subverted to the damnation of souls because bishops were 
forbidden from exacting any sworn testimony from their lay-folk (pages 454-5). 
Grosseteste was so thorough in his investigations (he would no doubt have made 
a good enforcer of the Spanish Inquisition, but we think he was more gentle!). Yet 
according to Matthew Paris, Grosseteste's investigations were so thorough from 
1246 as to cause much scandal and complaint. So much so that he was called 
before the King in 1249. 

Despite what has just been said, the king did not live at constant variance with 
his bishops and the lay majority lived in close contact with the clerical minority 
(Powicke, page 458). Half the clergy were paid vicars but there were also 
absentee pluralists who, on account of their qualifications, enjoyed the revenues 
of several benefices while doing other work. There were also floating clerks 
in casual employment as well as "vagabond" clergy who kept company with 
disorderly lay-folk like themselves. Other clergy were found in cathedrals, 
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conventual and collegiate establishments, a mix of religious, intellectual, secular 
and artistic. 

The "high church" doctrine was expounded with force and clarity by 
Grosseteste as early as 1236 in a long letter to Archbishop Edmund (Powicke, 
page 460). Here "high church" means "above the king". Henry, on the other hand, 
thought, like all other kings should, that he was king by the grace of God with an 
anointed sacramental character. The king at the very least regarded himself as the 
patron of the church. 

Grosseteste wished to withdraw all clergy from secular office. For him a judge 
sinned when he brought clergy before him in a personal action (Powicke, page 
461). While other clergy agreed, the protest could only go so far because the 
clergy and secular interests were inextricably linked; e.g., in the trial of criminous 
clergy, disputes about advowsons and tithes, and excommunications. 

Church courts for clergy 

Invariably criminal clergy were tried by church rather than secular courts. 
Presumably they were less severe as others pretended to be clergy to get such a 
trial. A reading test was used; if the man could not read he was presumably not 
clergy. The test was not infallible, and not always used. A convicted clergyman 
was henceforth regarded as a layman. 

More cases of harmful papal interference 

In 1244 Pope Innocent IV sent Master Martin to suspend prelates in England from 
giving benefices to Englishmen until the pope's kinsmen had been provided for. 
Those who did not co-operate he suspended, such as the Abbot of Malmesbury 
and the Prior of Merton (Foxe, page 429). King Henry wrote gently to the pope 
for mercy but the pope only got more severe. The nobles took action and stopped 
the pope's letters at Dover but the legate forced the king to stop this. The sum 
going to the pope exceeded that which went to the crown. 

Alleged misbehaviour of Jews 

Some of Foxe's notes on the Jews at the time are quite harrowing and one 
wonders if they are based on prejudice even then: 

In 1255 some Jews at Lincoln crucified, whipped and tormented a nine-year
old child called Hugo. He was found by his mother having been cast into a pit. 
Thirty-two Jews were blamed and executed. Twenty years earlier something 
similar happened in Norwich. Jews were expelled from France only to have the 
Turks complain that that the French king was warring against them who had not 
crucified their saviour. Foxe says that in some accounts, in 1262 some 500 Jews 
were put to death in London for charging usury above the permitted level (Foxe, 
page 545). In the year 1264, the Jews of London sought to conspire against the 
whole city of London, and they were consequently almost all killed. 
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Famine 

In 1257 or 1262 the famine was so severe in the land (Foxe, page 537) that com 
was sold for 26 shillings for a quantity carried by a beast, presumably an ox or 
mule. It was so severe that the poorer people resorted to eating nettle roots and 
thistle roots. 

Claim on Normandy ends 

In 1259 the king tried to reclaim Normandy but dropped the claim, in theory for 
money, but though this was not paid, the king never dropped the title Duke of 
Normandy. 

Border controls and austerity measures 

The problem of foreign power was recognised. In 1260 laws were introduced to 
prohibit cloth not made in England. Cloth was not to be too sumptuous. Excess, 
prodigal expenses wasted on pleasure were to be eschewed by all persons. 

A useless Archbishop 
In 1264 the King wrote to Boniface, Archbishop of Canterbury, who had longtime 
been living in Provence (Foxe p554). The king gave permission for the disgraced 
archbishop to return to England under certain conditions. Upon Boniface not 
returning, Henry wrote again saying what a disgrace it was that the archbishop 
was absent while profiting from his position. On returning, the archbishop himself 
was concerned that so much was neglected in the church that he complained to 
the king. Henry rebuked the archbishop saying that he had been wrong to give the 
archbishopric to Boniface his relative, who was of no use to the people, being 
both a foreign stranger and unlearned. and that Boniface should set an example 
for others by leaving, so that his place could be filled by someone more worthy. 
Boniface did not leave until he had filled his pockets in true popish style with all 
the usual money-making tricks, including felling and selling the woods, letting 
out the archbishopric, fining tenants and charging clergy! He returned with the 
curse of all men to Savoy from whence he had come to misgovern the church 
those 29 years from his first election. 

Conclusions 

The 13th century had the potential for the English Church to make progress. The 
Bible was not as absent as we might have previously thought and there were some 
great people around who were genuinely trying to do what was right. 

However, the problem was that the highest authority belonged to the popes, 
who were lovers of money rather than lovers of God. While there were protests 
and rebellions against papal power, God had not yet brought about the time in 
which both the political and religious claims of the papacy would be exposed for 
the anti-Christ wickedness that they were and still continue to be. For that to 
happen the Holy Spirit was going to have to open up the Word of God, the Bible 
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in a way that had been long forgotten. That great event started to happen in the 
14th century but most fully in the 16th. 

When we look back at all this from the 21st century it is tragic to see that we 
have fallen once more into times when there is so much wickedness as the truth 
of the Gospel is hidden from so many. One feels as if in the 13th century this was 
in part excusable, but not today when we have Bibles and Gospel preaching 
churches in our land. 

--·--
• RESPONDING TO THE STATE OF BRITAIN • 

P. G. NELS 0 N (Kingston-upon- H u II) 

I DO not need to say that Britain is in a very bad state. 
It is in a very bad state financially. The country is in debt, and the debt is 

increasing. To try to bring the debt down, the Government is cutting public 
spending. This is leading to the loss of jobs, and to young people being unable to 
get a job. 

The country is also in a very bad state morally and socially. MPs in the last 
Parliament were caught fiddling their expenses. Bankers have been paying 
themselves huge bonuses. The media have been polluting the country with 
scandal, and breaking the law to get it. Families are breaking up. There is a great 
deal of crime and anti-social behaviour. Old people are being neglected in some 
care homes. Young people are growing up with little to guide them and 
surrounded by temptations. 

I know someone who did her teacher training in an inner-city school. Out of a 
class of 26, only two were living with their own mother and father at home. 

Reason 

We are in a mess. Why? 
As Christians, we know the answer. Since the war, as a country, we have 

rejected the Christian basis of our society. We have done away with laws that 
promote good behaviour, and brought in legislation that allows people to do what 
they like. 

We have done what the Jewish nation did in Jeremiah's day. He wrote: "Be 
astonished, 0 ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith 
the Lord. For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 
hold no water" (Jeremiah 2: 12-13). 

This is a powerful picture. In Israel, pure water is a precious commodity. God 
says that He will provide His people with pure water. But the people have turned 
their backs on Him, and tried to create their own supplies of water - useless 
supplies, that do not give water. 
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This is exactly what Britain has done since the 1950s. 
The question is, what can we do about it? Let me suggest three things. 

Prayer 

The first is to pray - pray for the country. 
After King Solomon had built and consecrated the temple in Jerusalem, the 

Lord said to him, "I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to myself 
for an house of sacrifice. If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command 
the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people; if my 
people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land" (2 Chronicles 7: 12-14). 

Here God promises His people that, if they repent of their sins and call upon 
Him, He will have mercy on them. 

So the first thing we can do about the state of the country is to pray - pray that 
God will have mercy on us as a people, turn us back to Him, and heal our land. 

This is a prayer we can pray, even if the country becomes as godless as Rome 
was before Constantine. Paul instructed Timothy at Ephesus, "I exhort therefore, 
that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men; for kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; who will have all men to be saved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth" (1 Timothy 2:1-4). 

Paul says that our first responsibility as Christians is to pray for the country, 
"that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty". This is 
something we can all do (compare Anna in Luke 2:36-38). 

Setting an example 

The second thing we can do is to set as good an example as we can of living 
according to the law of God and teaching of Jesus. 

Remember that Jesus said, "Ye are the salt ofthe earth [preserving society]: but 
if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good 
for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the 
light of the world [showing people how to live]. A city that is set on an hill cannot 
be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:13-16). 

Our responsibility as Christians is to set as good an example as we can to the 
people around us. They may not appear to notice, but they do, and one day they 
will acknowledge it. 

Peter tells us, "Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain 
from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; having your conversation honest 
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among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may 
by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation" 
(1 Peter 2: 11-12). 

Witness 

The third thing we can do about the state of the country is to speak to others about 
our Christian faith. Jesus gave the Church the Great Commission, "Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations ... " (Matthew 28: 19-20). Peter accordingly told 
individual Christians, "Be ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you" (1 Peter 3: 15). 

If we live as we should, people may sometimes ask us about our faith. If 
they do, this gives us an opportunity to speak to them about it. We may also be 
able to create opportunities, if we are prayerful, to speak to others about what 
we believe. 

What we say depends on who we are speaking to. However, most people these 
days know very little about the Christian faith. We accordingly have to begin at 
the beginning, as Paul did at Athens (Acts 17:22-31). We have to say that we 
believe in God, who created the universe in which we live, and has given us laws 
to live by. These laws are very important. Society works well when people keep 
them; it breaks down when people disobey them. 

This is where our message to the country begins. Once people have grasped 
this, we can go on to tell them about Jesus- Jesus who came to save us from our 
failure to keep God's law and to help us to keep it in the future- Jesus who died 
on the cross to secure the forgiveness of our sins, rose from the dead, ascended 
into heaven, and who from heaven invites us to come to Him for forgiveness and 
His help to live the life God wants us to live. 

"God so loved the world", we can say, "that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" 
(John 3: 16). 

People need to hear this message. Our families need to hear it; our friends need 
to hear it; our colleagues need to hear it; our neighbours need to hear it. Who is 
going to tell them? Maybe we are the only ones who can tell them. If we are, we 
must try to do so, with the Lord's help. 

If Christians do this all over the country, there may yet be a turning back to 
God, and the revival for which we pray. 

Postscript 

If any reader would like something to give to people that explains the Christian 
faith to them, I can supply free copies of a booklet called Living. Please write to 
me at 25 Duesbery Street, Hull HU5 3QE. I can also supply a fuller explanation 
for people who have been influenced by atheists like Richard Dawkins. This is 
called The Logic of Life. 
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A Christian Concern. Books and pamphlets by Peter Murcott, obtainable from the author 
at 8 Selborne Drive, Douglas, Isle of Man 1M2 3LS. Tel: 01624 611483. 

Mr. Murcott is a reviewer for the Gospel Magazine and a list of titles and prices of publications he 
has written, some of which have been published in our pages, is available upon application. 

John Colet - A Preacher To Be Reckoned With. David H. J. Gay. Available from 
Brach us, 2a Banks Road, Biggleswade SG 18 ODY. pp. 20, booklet. No price or ISBN. 

Dean Colet is dealt with as a preacher, and so much else about his life is perforce left out. Dying 
in 1519, three years after Erasmus published his Greek New Testament, and two after Luther nailed 
his 95 theses to the church door in Wittenberg, he was one of those who prepared the way for 
the Reformation. He broke with the "schoolmen", and their interpretation of Scripture to fit 
Aristotle and Plato, and brought out what the Apostle was actually saying. Above all, he lived and 
preached Christ. So although a humanist, or one who favoured the then new university subjects, 
the humanities, and numbering Erasmus and other humanists among his friends, he cannot be 
bracketed with them. He lectured in Oxford on Romans and Corinthians, though not with the 
clarity of Luther, and was then appointed Dean of St. Paul's in London, where he preached Scripture 
and applied it to his hearers without fear or favour, even on important state occasions when it 
meant risking life and liberty. Mr Gay's booklet is well worth reading, as is his hopeful application 
of Colet's life and work to our day. E.M. 

Smooth Stones taken from Ancient Brooks. Thomas Brooks. The Banner of Truth 
Trust. pp 204, paperback. £5.75. ISBN 978 I 84871 I I 3 6. 

This book consists of selections from the six volumes of the writings of the puritan Thomas Brooks, 
compiled by C. H. Spurgeon. In the preface, Spurgeon explains the title thus: "Use these 'smooth 
stones' as David of old, and may the Lord direct them to the very forehead of thy sins, for this is 
the author's main design!" 

Following the preface, Mr. Spurgeon gives a brief memoir of Thomas Brooks, most of which 
consists of a summary of a farewell sermon to his congregation. There are no further chapter 
divisions but the following 197 pages contain the selections in the form of short paragraphs and 
often single sentences dealing with a wide variety of subjects. All the extracts provide wise and 
practical advice to the reader with regard to spiritual matters. It is impossible to do justice to these 
in a brief review but I will just give a couple of short examples to give you a glimpse of these "gems". 

"The most holy men are always the most humble men; none so humble on earth as those that 
live highest in heaven:• 

"Riches, though well got, are yet but like to manna: those that gathered less had no want, and 
those that gathered more found it but a trouble and annoyance to them." 

One very minor criticism is that these extracts are not grouped together in any particular 
subject order. I think this would have been helpful. Nevertheless, Mr. Spurgeon has done us a great 
service in compiling these selections and I highly recommend this book. D.K.M. 
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