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• EDITORIAL • 

"And I heard, but I understood not" (Daniel12:8) 

109 

Old Series 
No. 2691 

OUR verse in its original form reads: "And as for me, I heard this without 
understanding it." By putting himself first, Daniel implies angels may have 
understood what the man clothed in linen on the waters of the river said, but he 
Daniel, did not. 

As a child, I used to grow utterly bored and run away from table when grown
ups talked after the meal. I have always been the poorer for it. But I was ill and 
went to live with my grandmother in Devon for some months, and used to hold 
her hand as she walked each afternoon round the village, and I learned much in 
that few autumn months from listening to her. She spoke about the Bible, God's 
creation, wildlife, plants, and her memories. She had been a missionary doctor, 
and liked to speak of things I could not follow. But the apparently forgotten words 
came back to me much later, and helped me a good deal, perhaps especially the 
Psalms she made me recite of a Sunday afternoon. 

Daniel did not understand so God goes on, "Go thy way, Daniel, for the words 
are closed up and ~ealed till the time of the end". That we do not understand 
everything, is one of the most attractive things about the Bible, as George Mtiller 
told Spurgeon personally. The Bible words have much more in them than appears 
at first acquaintance, "therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom 
of heaven is like unto a man which is an householder, which bringeth forth out 
of his treasure things new and old" (Matthew 13:52). But beware, for there is a 
different use made of this undoubted truth today. 
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Some Bible scholars today say they understand the Bible so much better 
than past ages understood it, that they can override all the Holy Spirit opened 
to our fathers understanding of the plain meaning of a verse. They call this "the 
new hermeneutic", and as Hermes was the messenger of the Greek gods, they 
mean a text, in a different age's way of thinking and living can bring us a 
different message from what is written plainly in the Bible. We must interpret 
it as it reaches us in a different culture and day. That way they do not have to 
differ from our culture by following the Bible. They can adjust the Bible to 
fit what they lightly call "gender issues", Roman Catholicism, and very much 
else. 

In Galatians 6:12, the Apostle Paul sums the new hermeneutic up as "only lest 
they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ". He is speaking about some 
new teachers who taught that to get to heaven you trusted the blood of our Lord 
Jesus as Paul had taught them, but must add the Jewish Laws on circumcision and 
food as well. They claimed a better understanding of salvation than Paul. The 
Apostle was hounded all over the Roman Empire because he would not 
circumcise converts and teach them Jewish food laws, and so accuses these new 
teachers of avoiding being persecuted by their convenient teaching. He was 
beaten, stoned, imprisoned, and had to run for his life whilst they avoided "the 
offence of the cross" by their "new hermeneutic". Nothing changes, does it? 

--·--
• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

"But to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, 
and trembleth at my wor~" (Isaiah 66:2) 

YOU will never understand this verse until you know who spoke it and why. 
Then, and only then, can you see what it is driving at. Oh! I know that people who 
understand none of this, can be blessed by these words. God intended that to be 
so. But you are not of low mental capacity, and so God expects you to gird up the 
loins of your mind and use the faculties He gave you. 

Isaiah is the human speaker. I say human, as the Holy Spirit spoke these words. 
Never under any pressure yield that point. The Bible is inerrant or without error, 
and inspired or God breathed. But God was pleased not to override the personality 
of Isaiah, or of any other writer of Holy Scripture. He did not use them as 
typewriters but, using their differing personalities, preserved them from making 
any error in the inspired words. So who was Isaiah? 

Isaiah was not two or more men. The Dead Sea scroll of Isaiah, which is the 
oldest Hebrew copy of Isaiah by a thousand years has no trace of any division into 
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proto and deutro and for good measure trito or any more Isaiahs, as is widely 
taught in courses, and in books, and in pulpits. Nor do the New Testament writers, 
who quote 50 times from the book, nor does any early commentary on the book, 
nor does the Lord Jesus in John 12:38-41 when He quotes from chapters 6 and 53 
as "these things said Esaias when he saw his glory and spake of him". All hold the 
book to be entirely the prophecy of one Isaiah. 

Isaiah's name means "the Lord is salvation" and, by Jewish legends and 
writings is the greatest of the prophets, as great as Moses and above all the other 
prophets as he alone "prophesied from the mouth of the Almighty". Legend says 
he prophesied in 71 tongues, like Obadiah, the one they said was the least of all 
their prophets. By this they may mean by permission of the 71 members of the 
heavenly Sanhedrin or Great Council they believed sat in heaven. They said other 
prophets only received the spirit of prophecy from their masters, like Elisha from 
Elijah. Isaiah also repeats the first words of his prophecies, like "Comfort ye, 
comfort ye" in 41:1 ~ and "Awake, awake" in 51:9, thus marking the certainty of 
their fulfilment. Legend also says Isaiah lived in the capital, so was used to seeing 
the divine glory, so unlike Ezekiel, a villager, does not bother to describe it. In a 
writing called "the Ascension of Isaiah" his martyrdom is described as sawn in 
two with a wooden saw, uttering no sound but speaking with the Holy Spirit, false 
prophets all the while mocking him. The value of all that is it shows that to the 
Jews he was a pivotal figure in their Scriptures and history. 

Remember Isaiah when the things our Lord warned us in Mark 13:9-13 are 
happening. So the second thing is, was Isaiah's day like ours? Yes, in that the day 
was unique. Never before since the tower of Babel had it been so important to 
realize that salvation could not be obtained by reliance upon man but only on God 
Himself. Now in Isaiah's time something unique was happening, the old world 
was passing away, and a new world order was beginning to appear. Men were 
combining against God once more, like a second Babel, in that great empires were 
appearing; Assyria, then Babylon, each setting up a world empire against God, 
determined to make God's people part of the onward march of civilization. Would 
Israel remain true to the plan of God and exalt God and His purpose for the world 
to deliver man, or would she be part with Babylon, that man's deliverance must 
come from man? The Church in our day faces the same choice. 

This was a choice Israel had been making ever since she chose to walk the path 
God had cursed in Deuteronomy 28 and 30:15-20. She had long refused the path 
God blessed, so was in no position to stand clear of Babylon. What could more 
accurately describe the Christian Church today? So Israel faced Babylon, standing 
alone like a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as Assyria's attacks had left her. The 
temptation was to tum to Assyria for help, as the threat now came from Babylon, 
Assyria's enemy. Will today's Church go man's way for help, or God's? 

Isaiah had a mission from God, to prophesy to a people about to be captives 
in Babylon under God's indignation, when they would be dispersed into the 
world-wide universal Babylonian Empire. God's day of particularism towards 
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Israel as a separate kingdom, a theocracy, was for a time over. Babylon, like 
Assyria had been, was the instrument God would choose to teach Israel to 
walk God's way. It was a situation beyond human help, and only a prophet could 
meet the hour. 

What God requires from the believer today is obedience 

God puts a last prophecy in Isaiah's mouth, one directed into the future when the 
returning exiles from Babylon would build Him a second Temple. He says to the 
builders, "Look to My immensity, so great that the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain Me. My throne is the heavens, the earth but My footstool." His view of 
all the building and working disobedient Israel will do for Him starts with a 
Hebrew word of depreciation. Not that God is condemning church buildings, but 
the idea that He could be contained in one. For rebellious Jews to build a house 
for God, He refused. He would not be confined by time or space. 

The great need of our times is obedience, not work. Externals, personal 
sacrifices and lavish offerings, are unacceptable to God. He regards them as 
heathenish and idolatrous, and cannot endure them. Christian, have you the spirit 
of prophecy? I believe you have. Would God all the Lord's people were prophets. 
The Spirit of prophecy is the Spirit of Jesus, and you have that. Then be bold, son 
of man, and arise and say to this great army standing, that to obey is better than 
sacrifice. God's voice comes clear and unmistakable, to stand apart from the way 
Christian leaders are going, that evangelicalism is heading, and be obedient, 
whatever the cost. To hearken is better than the fat of rams, so let your voice be 
heard boldly. Many Christians are toiling, giving and living in disobedience, when 
the need is the opposite. They feel others are not joining them in their building. 
But what says God? , 

God disparages even the universe He has made 

God's great temple is the universe. Why then speak depreciatingly of it? Because 
"All these", meaning heaven and earth, have been made by God's hands, His 
power. He called them into being by Himself. Further, God told the returning 
exiles to build the Temple, in Isaiah 44:28 most explicitly. Now if the universe is 
not a pleasing resting place for Him, is He going to be pleased by a Temple built 
by disobedient children of His who are proud and unbroken in spirit? 

Does God admire your character? 

In God's esteem, trembling at His Word is an admirable trait. If you are in a low 
state, God has much more use for you than those who are self-sufficient. He exalts 
those who are low in their own eyes, the sick of soul, with little to boast about. 
God prefers spiritual life in a man even when there is little evidence of it. 

Then if you feel cast down, look for the smallest signs that you are the Lord's. 
"We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren." Loving God's children may seem a small enough matter, but God says 
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it shows you are in a state of grace. If you prefer friends who are rich or worldly, 
then God takes a very different view of them and so of you. 

God admires those who feel themselves spiritually poor. This is the great mark 
of God's people. In what way? They realise that they have a total lack of spiritual 
wisdom. They admit they have no righteousness of their own, and are without 
strength to obey. They feel truly wretched, a living death, and that their only hope 
is God's mercy by the free gift of righteousness from God. 

They admit freely every evil they have committed, and feel these things bitterly 
and personally in their consciences. In their own eyes they are truly loathsome. 
They cannot get rid of these feelings, but walk around, however they smile on the 
outside, as inwardly hurt and wishing with all their hearts that they had never 
behaved so. 

They are generally considered as weak and foolish by the world, but they are 
content to be so. 

What way does God regard them? 
God regards those who tremble af His Word quite differently to the rest of 
mankind. In what way does He do this? "A book of remembrance was written 
before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name." "Their 
angels do always behold the face of my father," said the Lord Jesus. God "hath 
respect unto the meek and lowly, but the proud he knoweth afar off'. The Lord 
cares for them specially - "blessed are the poor in spirit". He watches over them 
wherever they go for good, so nothing happens in the world, but it is designed for 
their good. He gives nations for them, and peoples for their life. He delivers them, 
comforts them, provides for them, and works it all to exalt them to glory after this 
life. They are His especial delight and joy. No one on earth pleases God as much 
as heartbroken sinners. Their tears and bitter sighs are His delight. He keeps all 
their tears in His bottle, and has reserved them heavenly joys that pass man's 
understanding, a full weight of glory, peace, and endless delight, an inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through and 
steal. All their weariness, all the rejection and trouble they have had on earth, will 
be made up to them above. 

Most remarkable of all, God states they are few. But if only one in the whole 
world existed, God would find that one. Were all heaven at that moment to divert 
God by their acclamations, nothing would divert Him from seeking out that one, 
however lost, however far off. God sent His only Son to die for that one, to carry 
him home in His arms, and meet his every need for all eternity. 

What should we then do? 
We should admire God greatly. Consider the universe, then amid its vastness, the 
smallness of our solar system, then the insignificance of our earth in all that. Then 
look at man and you will say with the Psalmist, "what is man that thou art mindful 
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of him?". We adore the God who stooped so low as to even think on us. Why send 
His Son to die for us rebels, sinners, hateful and hating? Why did the Lord Jesus 
go to prepare a place for us, that where He is, there we might be also? 

We should repent, tum from our sins, and confess them with shame before Him. 
We should take courage from His Word and imitate the actions of those who came 
to the Lord Jesus on earth and pleaded for healing, help, and forgiveness. We 
should hear Him say "Go in peace. Thy sins are forgiven thee." Then spend our 
lives in His service, humbling ourselves under the mighty hand of God, so He 
may exalt us in due time unto His heavenly kingdom. 

Christians are under attack, and I do not mean bad laws, but the devil is 
making hay amongst evangelicals. They are not living clean of this world in 
their personal lives. Now you and I grew up in homes where God's standards 
prevailed. The world outside paid lip-service to those standards, but that went in 
our lifetime. Our children are in a world which no longer even pays lip-service, 
and their children, our grandchildren's generation, are deeply affected by these 
horrible things. I see unfaithfulness on every side. I hear and believe the 
things evangelicals are doing, right across the spectrum, east and west, and what 
used to be called the mission field, the new churches. Marked declension is 
a reality. 

Friend, imitate the minister on the Titanic who is never mentioned today, who 
stood up and cried and went on crying with all his voice to the sinking company 
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and they should be saved. How, you will say, 
can I do this? Let me ask you a question, Do you believe the Gospel accounts of 
our Saviour? That they are exact? That you can depend your soul on them as 
inerrant and inspired, utterly without humin error? Then you are one of a 
shrinking pool of such believers. Cling firm to this, pass it on. Do not accept that 
the Bible has faults, errors, that its history is myth, however they interpret myth. 
The early chapters of Genesis are written just like any other history the Bible 
teaches, and the plot has been lost in our churches. They are infected with the 
spirit of compromise and unable to see the wolf's hair and fangs beneath the wool 
of their teachers. Be clear here, and tremble at the Word, not question it, and God 
will give you your life wherever you go. For how can they hear unless the account 
is one hundred percent trustworthy? What are the use of a Saviour's words if no 
one can be sure He really said them? Evangelicals around us who are falling into 
uncleanness have gone wrong here. Remember Luther's words, that fighting in 
the battle is not enough, you must fight where the battle is hottest, where the foe 
is attacking. It is not faithfulness to fight elsewhere in the fray. 

Sinner, if you could scale the walls of heaven, and obtain an entrance within those 
blissful mansions, the divine justice would find you out, and would bury you 
down to the lowest regions of the damned. M p k 11 r. ec we 
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• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

C. MACKENZIE 

GOD MADE THE INSECTS 

GOD'S creation is truly amazing - not just the powerful elephant, the mighty 
ocean or the huge mountains -but also the tiny insect, some so small that we need 
a magnifying glass to see it properly. 

We have a lot to learn from the little insect. The book of Proverbs tells us that 
although the ant is not a strong creature, yet it is hard-working and industrious. 
They are organised as a group and prepare for winter by gathering their food in 
summer (Proverbs 30:25). The lazy man is told to take note of the ant's behaviour 
and learn the wisdom of hard work and planning (Proverbs 6:6). 

The locust is also insignificant in isolation but even without a leader they work 
together in swarms and can have a huge impact on a crop or an orchard (Proverbs 
30:27). Remember the devastation in Egypt when the plague of locusts swarmed 
the land. One locust on its own doesn't do much but many together can do mighty 
things. This can teach us that followers of the Lord, working together in unity can 
accomplish so much more in our battle against evil. Working together with the 
resources given by God and obeying His command to preach the Gospel to every 
creature (Mark 16:15), how many could be saved from a lost eternity. 

Some insects like the mosquito or wasp or bee can sting. This can be very sore 
and can lead to disease sometimes. When the worker honey bee stings, the barb 
is often left in the skin of its victim. Then the bee still buzzes around but cannot 
sting again and dies in a few minutes. 

"0 death where is thy sting?" asks the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15. Jesus 
Christ has taken the sting of death Himself, and so death is defeated. Death is 
swallowed up in victory. Death still bothers us like the bee buzzing around but it 
has lost its sting. We thank God who has given us deliverance through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He took the sting of death, the punishment for our sins. 

Therefore, says Paul, because of all that Christ has done for us we should be 
"stedfast, unmoveable always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as 
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Corinthians 15:58). 

BIBLE SEARCH 

Find the words missing from the verses. The initial letters of your answers should 
spell out an important word from the story. 

1. Go to the ant thou ; consider her ways and be wise (Proverbs 6:6). 

2. All thy and the fruit of thy land shall the locust consume 
(Deuteronomy 28:42). 
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3. And the houses of the _____ shall be full of swarms of flies (Exodus 
8:21). 

4. And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, 
and the caterpillar and the palmerworm, my great which I sent 
among you (Joel 2:25). 

5. He sent divers sorts of flies among them, which _____ them (Psalm 
78:45). 

6. He spake and the locusts came ... and did eat up all the herbs and devoured 
the of their ground (Psalm 105:34-35). 

7. They compassed me like bees (Psalm 118:12). 

8. The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their meat in the ____ _ 
(Proverbs 30:25). 

9. I am gone like the shadow when it declineth; I am _____ up and down 
as the locust (Psalm 109:23). 

--·--
• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

--/ PETER KING (Hailsham) 

Chapter 26: 1-21 

THERE are three chapters reserved for God's judgements on Tyre and its 
inhabitants. This great trading city and port represented wealth and worldly 
success. It was a city of merchants, all anxious to practice their trade and make 
money. To some extent Jerusalem was a rival in commerce. In the past there had 
been no bad feeling between the centres, in fact David and Hiram (king of Tyre at 
that time) were good friends (2 Samuel 5:11). In Solomon's reign the same 
king helped with bronze castings at the building of the temple (1 Kings 7: 13-14 ). 
When Jerusalem fell to Babylon, Tyre saw it as to their advantage. The 
competition had gone and, hopefully, Tyre would benefit economically (verse 2). 
This brought God's displeasure and sealed Tyre's future. Historians have 
discussed the fall of Tyre by Babylon's armies, but we wish to profit from this 
chapter in our Christian life. 

Living in a western civilisation, trade and business is part of our way of life and 
can easily adversely affect our Christian life. Some suggest a wealthy Christian is 
automatically in favour with God, but God says He looks on the poor with greater 
concern than the wealthy. If we wish to live close to God we cannot seek greater 
wealth or we will alienate ourselves from our Lord. That does not mean rich 
people are not Christians. It is the love of money that is at the root of the problem. 
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To have that close walk, earthly wealth will need to take a back seat! Tyre sought 
fame and glory and gained it, in order to have a name among the nations, but they 
had no time for Jerusalem, the city of God, rejoicing over the latter's demise. 

LESSONS FOR US 

(a) Jesus said it was hard for rich people to enter the kingdom, not impossible, 
but "the love of money is the root of all evil". 

(b) Our Lord had a lot to say about wealth in Matthew 6:19-34. It is worth reading 
that portion in the light of this prophecy. Words like "Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth ... "may take on a new meaning. 

(c) It is worth noting that Jesus visited the region where he healed the Canaanite 
woman's daughter, calling her a "lost sheep". A beautiful example of mercy! 

(d) Listen to our Lord's words about places where He had done great works and 
they had dismissed Him. "It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the 
judgment, than for you". Solemn words indeed. The ungodly merchants would 
have responded more readily than the towns around the Sea of Galilee who did 
not repent. "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation" (Hebrews 2:3). 

Give me neither poverty nor riches 

---·---

• SPIRITUAL MADNESS • 

Rev. CHARLES CLAYTON 

"The heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while 
they live, and after that they go to the dead" (Ecclesiastes 9:3) 

(The late Rev. Charles Clayton, was senior fellow and tutor of Gonville and 
Caius College, Minister of Trinity Parish, Cambridge, and examining chaplain 
to the Bishop of Ripon. He said, in February 1859, that "In sending forth this 
sermon, I beg that it may be distinctly remembered that it was preached on the 
Sunday evening before the Bachelor's Ball. Those clergymen who were present 
cannot therefore charge me with being personal as, of course, I knew not who 
should attend".) 

IF at midnight a man is moving about in a dark room, he can see none of the 
various objects by which he is surrounded. He can distinguish neither large things 
from small, nor black things from white. Thus brethren, it is in spiritual matters 
also. The world in which we live is a dark world. The minds of most men are so 
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obscured by sin and ignorance that they cannot discern betwixt good and evil; and 
hence on all sides we hear the most erroneous statements propounded respecting 
sin and salvation, respecting time and eternity. 

What a mercy therefore it is, my brethren, to have an infallible standard, 
whereby we may clearly ascertain how we should really regard the life we now 
live, and the life which is to come! In this view how appropriate is that title given 
to the Word of God by His angel, when, talking to Daniel in Babylon, he said he 
was come to tell him what was noted in "the Scripture of truth". The Bible, my 
brethren, is God's truth. "Thy word is truth", was the saying of Him that came 
down from heaven whatever, therefore, vain men may urge, the question for us is, 
what say the "oracles" of the living God? It matters little what men may argue 
respecting the "moral dignity", the "intellectual power", or "the lofty destiny" of 
the "human brotherhood". God's Word shivers to pieces their idle conceits, as 
with a millstone's weight. Instead of speaking of the "moral dignity" of the sons 
of men, it asserts their utter moral corruption. Instead of admitting their 
"intellectual power", it affirms the universal derangement of their reasoning 
faculties. And, instead of indulging unconverted men's dreams as to their "lofty 
destiny", it plainly declares that their end is "destruction", both of body and of 
soul, and that for ever. The wisest man that ever lived has stated, under the 
teaching of the Holy Ghost, these important truths. His words are, "The heart of 
the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live, and 
after that they go to the dead". 

This threefold assertion, respecting their wickedness, their madness, and their 
destruction, are true of all mankind by nature. By grace some few have been 
delivered from so wretched a state here, and from so awful a prospect hereafter. 
These are that very small body of persons, called "the remnant", the "very small 
remnant", "according to the election of grace". These are those in whom has taken 
place that great change called the new birth, or conversion, and who are now 
living different lives from what they lived before. Of all the rest of mankind our 
text is at the present moment strictly and solemnly true. These three statements I 
now purpose to bring before you, looking up for the promised blessing and 
teaching of God the Holy Ghost. 

I think I know, brethren, why it is that, although so many have gone to a 
neighbouring church to hear Mr. Cadman's sermon to the Young Men's Society, 
there is a somewhat larger congregation here this evening than usual. And I am 
aware that I shall disappoint the just expectations of some (and, it may be, the idle 
curiosity of others) who are here present, if I omit to protest, although I shall do 
so with deep sorrow of heart, against the sad conformity to the world, which, as 
in years past, will be exhibited next Tuesday evening in this town by not a few of 
my brethren in the ministry. Their inconsistent conduct I shall not lose sight of in 
expounding the Scripture before us. But I wish each of you, my brethren, while I 
am preaching, to think not so much about others as about your own precious 
souls. By and by it will matter comparatively little to you that others- ministers 



The Gospel Magazine 119 

and people - who were going along the "broad road" to destruction, if at the end 
of your brief journey through life it shall appear that you yourselves also are fixed 
forever among the lost. 

I shall direct the substance of my remarks this evening to those who are still 
living to the world, and not to the glory of Christ. Those of you who are constant 
followers of the Lord Jesus, will, I trust, derive comfort, as the sermon proceeds, 
by comparing the peace and joy in Christ, which you now enjoy through the power 
of the Holy Ghost, with that misery and wretchedness which is the portion of all 
those who forsake God, and from which, through the sovereign and undeserved 
grace of Christ your Saviour, you have been mercifully delivered. Consider -

Men's wickedness 
How strong is that expression, "The heart of the sons of men is full of evil"! The 
origin of this is the fall of our first parents. "God made man upright," says the 
Word of God; "but they have sought out many inventions." The Holy Ghost 
therefore saith by the lips of Solomon, "There is no man that liveth and sinneth 
not". Job, too, asks, "How then can man be justified with God? Or how can he be 
clean that is born of a woman? Behold even to the moon, and it shineth not; yea, 
the stars are not pure in his sight. How much less man, that is a worm? and the 
son of man, which is a worm?" "Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?" 
was also the inquiry of Bildad the Shuhite. This corruption, you observe, is 
referred by our text to "the heart". The heart is the seat of the disorder; and 
therefore the whole moral man is diseased. The fountain-head is poisoned; and 
therefore all the streams are likewise poisoned. He that knew the heart has told 
us: "Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, blasphemies, adulteries." 
The seeds of every kind of iniquity are deposited there, and they only require 
certain circumstances to call them forth. So "full of evil" is the heart, that our 
Lord in another place describes it as "an evil treasure". "As a cage is full of birds," 
so the heart is full of evil imaginations, which are all eagerly moving within, and 
are struggling to break forth into so many acts of open sin. The Lord therefore 
saith by Jeremiah, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it? I the Lord search the heart; I try the reins". 

Now this, brethren, is the state, our text tells us, of the heart of "the sons of 
men", that is, of all who (to use the language of our Ninth Article) are "naturally 
engendered of the offspring of Adam". But, alas! some of you, I fear, are not yet 
aware of the evil of which I am speaking. Like the man moving about in a dark 
room, you cannot perceive the dust, and the cobwebs and filth that mark the spot. 
The righteous, the converted portion of the sons of men (and many such, I trust, 
are here present), are like that same man after the shutters have been opened, and 
after the light has been introduced. These, through grace, have seen, and these 
readily confess, the corrupt and unclean state of their own hearts. And their great 
fear is, lest, in an unguarded moment, they should be vanquished through their 
remaining corruptions by some temptation, and bring dishonour upon their 
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Saviour. They have seen a Job sin through impatience, a Moses through anger, a 
David through incontinence, a Peter through cowardice. Although they are safe in 
Christ, they rejoice with trembling. These are ever ready to acknowledge, as did 
king David, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive 
me". These are ever confessing with St. Paul, "I know that in me dwelleth no good 
thing". These, therefore, are sighing to be rescued from the inward struggle 
between the flesh and the spirit, and are crying, "0 wretched man that I am! Who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death?". And, when they look back to their 
former conduct in their unconverted state, they at once join the apostle in saying, 
"We also in times past had our conversation in the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others". 

Little, brethren, as some of you are aware of it (because you have not yet sought 
and received the teaching of the Holy Ghost), your hearts are at this moment "full 
of evil". Yea, "every imagination of the thoughts of your heart is evil", and "only 
evil", and that "continually". There is not one of the ten commandments which 
you have not broken, if not in the letter, yet times without number in the spirit. 
This is true, not of one and another only, but of all this congregation. It is true of 
all "the sons of men". For "there is none righteous", whether Jew or Gentile, "no, 
not one; for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God". You will 
say, "This is a dark picture you are drawing of the family of man". It is, brethren, 
a dark picture; but there are darker shades yet to be added. For observe the 
second thing which the Holy Spirit here affirms. He not only states men's 
wickedness, but also -

Their madness 
"The heart of the sons of men is full of evil;" and, as though that did not exactly 
describe the malady, there is added, "and madness in their heart." To some of you, 
my dear hearers, this will, I doubt not, appear a heavy charge to be brought against 
the human race; but it is a true one. A few indeed are partly restored, and have 
"their senses exercised" in some measure "to discern good and evil". These are 
die godly, the converted, and redeemed people of Christ. Of the rest of mankind 
we must assert, that "the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them that 
believe not". For none surely but madmen would act in temporal matters as some 
of you, my brethren, are at this very moment acting in spiritual matters. For just 
think calmly of what you are now doing. You know that you must one day die; 
and yet do we not see you living and acting as though you would live forever? 
There was an ancient custom, when the heir of an estate was impleaded to be an 
idiot, that the judge commanded an apple and a piece of gold to be placed before 
him, to see which he would prefer. If he took the apple, and not the gold, he was 
held by the judgment of the court to be unable to manage his own estate. And is 
not this the case, brethren, with you who are still unconverted and in your sins? 
Do you not prefer destruction to heaven? And death instead of life? You reprobate 



The Gospel Magazine 121 

the conduct of Esau, because he parted with all the blessings of primogeniture for 
a mess of pottage. And what is it which you are receiving as the price of your 
everlasting salvation? The Lord Jesus, who will one day be your Judge, has asked, 
"What is a man profited if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?". And 
yet for what trifling pleasures and for what a miserable pittance are some of you 
selling all your prospects in the eternal world! 

There may be "a method in your madness". In some things, we acknowledge, 
you are "wiser in your generation than the children of light". But still, when we 
think of eternity, what can we say of your conduct? 0 what a disordered brain that 
must be, which can make you hope for profit in the road to ruin, which teaches 
you to look for safety in the midst of danger, which leads you to dream of mercy 
when there is waiting for you nought but wrath! 0 what sheer idiocy it is to cry, 
"Peace, peace! Where there is no peace", and to rush headlong to a ruin which 
is as dreadful as it is certain! What would you say of a traveller who ascended 
the edge of a volcano, and who, when admonished that the burning larva was 
beginning to issue, should yet lie down and compose himself to sleep on its 
heaving and cracking surface? Would you not pity the man, and say that such 
foolhardiness proved that his senses were gone, and that his intellects were 
deranged? And yet, is not this the conduct day by day, and night by night, of many 
of you, my brethren? You are totally unprepared for death and judgment, and 
everlasting misery must be your portion, if you were cut off in your present 
unconverted state: yet, deceiving and being deceived, you can sleep on and take 
your rest, as if there were no danger, and as if you were certain that, although 
others in a moment are snatched away, you will be spared, till you choose your 
own time to repent and seek your Saviour. What lamentable deception! 

What would you think of a line of criminals being led through the street to the 
place of execution and death, if, as they went, you heard them laughing, singing, 
and shouting, with no idea of the speedy termination of their ill-timed and insane 
joys? And is not this the case with you, my brethren, and with multitudes around 
you, as regards that awful doom which awaits the unconverted in the world to 
come? The Divine sentence is, "Though hand join in hand the wicked shall not go 
unpunished". And yet, because that sentence against your evil works is not 
executed speedily, your heart is fully set in you to do evil. You live in pleasure 
upon the earth, and are wanton. You have "nourished your hearts", not 
considering that it is "for the day of slaughter". You joy, and you make merry; but 
you willingly forget that "he that being often reproved hardeneth his neck shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy". Oh, what is all this but the 
conduct of a pitiable maniac? 

My dear hearers, we may well say of such laughter, "It is mad"; and of such 
mirth, "What doeth it?". And, brethren, whatever view we take, we must 
pronounce that, morally and spiritually, your intellects are deranged, and that your 
lunacy is evident and clear. Go to that melancholy asylum, and view the doings, 
and listen to the talk of those wretched creatures that are confined; and in those 
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doings and in that talk, 0 unconverted sinner, thou mayest read the interpretation 
of thine own state, as it is viewed by the real Christian, and as it is seen by the all
wise God. Here is one, building castles in the air, robing himself in the attire of 
royalty, placing upon his head a crown of straw, and issuing his orders as a king. 
Here is another, insisting that those who are flesh of his own flesh, and who still 
love him, though he be but a ruin of what he once was, are his most embittered 
enemies, and are doing all they can to render his life a burden. And here is a third, 
who, while his equals in age are occupying posts of honour, and are engaged in 
the most weighty concerns, is amusing himself with picking up pebbles, and with 
carrying to and fro the straws which the yard supplies. 

And how true, brethren, this is of some of you, as regards things of everlasting 
importance! How "incoherent" is your talk, when one, who has been brought to 
his senses in religion, speaks to you about your souls! How "visionary" are your 
ideas about your present duties and your future expectations! What "enmity" do 
you feel towards those who love you most - towards God the Father, who gave 
Christ for your redemption; towards God the Son, who shed His life-blood to save 
you from perdition; and toward God the Holy Ghost, who is ever striving to draw 
you with the bonds of love, from the pit of destruction! And what worthless trifles 
are those which steal your hearts and which occupy your thoughts, instead of the 
nobk desire which actuates the believer, of glorifying, in body, soul, and spirit, 
the mighty Redeemer "in whose hand his breath is, and whose are all his ways", 
and to whom by creation and redemption he is aware he exclusively belongs! 

Alas! Too, your case is the more deplorable from the fact that now and then you 
have had your "lucid intervals". There have been occasions when you saw, in all 
its fearful reality, your present unhappy and degraded position. The last time death 
entered your houses - how solemnized were then your feelings! That last sudden 
removal of a friend - how empty and transient then appeared the world to you and 
all its bustle! The last time you were laid upon that bed of sickness - 0 what light 
then burst upon you! How awfully important did preparation for eternity then 
appear! How gladly did you then welcome the visits of Christ's people and 
Christ's ministers, that they might pray for you for that pardon of your sins which 
you were then so earnestly seeking! And how solemnly did you then promise God 
that, if He restored your health, you would be a very different person to what you 
had been before, and that, however others might live, you would show to the 
world that the Lord had not afflicted you for nought, but that you had left the 
chamber an entirely altered character, a "new creature" in Christ Jesus! But alas! 
That "lucid interval" was soon over. And here you are, this evening, as deeply 
involved in the same dreadful malady; and so you will in all probability go on, 
having occasional seasons of returning consciousness, and then all insensible and 
incoherent as before; till at length the last hour will arrive, and then your madness 
will in a moment disappear, and your true condition will flash itself upon you -
but that will be in the bottomless abyss. There are no dreamers, brethren, beyond 
the grave. There are none "beside themselves" in the world of spirits. The eyes 
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that sin closes, death opens. When eternity begins, reflection begins. "Son, 
remember"; remember thy past lifetime. And what a remembrance! So bitter, so 
harrowing, so overwhelming, that your immortality will become a curse, your 
consciousness a burden, crushing and intolerable. There is no madness, brethren, 
in hell. All are in their proper senses there. Madness is in the hearts of the sons 
of men "whilst they live", and it is only "while they live". "After that they go to 
the dead." 

This is the third stage of this hell-ward journey. First there is "wickedness". 
Next, there is "madness". And then comes-

Their destruction 

"After that they go to the dead." The second death must here be referred to; for 
the righteous, as well as the wicked, in one sense, go "to the dead". All go to one 
place. As the righteous, so is the sinner, as regards the first death; but the sinner 
is to be consigned, after he leaves this world, to "the second death", and that is, 
never-ending misery, in "the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone". This, my 
dear brethren, is the sure end of a life of sin and impenitence. You may be 
spending your life pleasantly enough now. You may have the harp, and the viol, 
and the dance, and the tabret, and the pipe, and the wine in your feasts; and you 
may be saying, "Soul, take thine ease; who will show me any good? Go to, let me 
see mirth and enjoy pleasure; tomorrow shall be as this day, and much more 
abundant." But all this will very soon terminate. 

Recollect, brethren, those startling words: "After that" - "after" that 
wickedness, "after" that senseless and mad folly, you "will go to the dead". You 
will go to those miserable beings who are now enduring the second death; those 
lost spirits that now see how by their wicked and thoughtless lives they have 
brought themselves to "that place of torment". It is of no avail, brethren, to flatter 
yourselves with the delusion that God is "too merciful" to doom sinners to 
everlasting punishment. Whatever you may argue or wish, or think, that will not 
affect one iota the reality. And that dread reality Christ has plainly announced to 
you in His own infallible and inspired Word. And what Christ has said, He is sure 
to perform. "He is not a man that he should lie; nor the son of man, that he should 
repent." And as clearly, my brethren, as language can speak, He has declared, "It 
shall be ill with the wicked". "The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the 
people that forget God." "The wicked shall go away into everlasting punishment." 
But, brethren, your own minds must tell you what to expect, if you live on, and 
are cut off, in unforgiven sin. If I were to stand up here, and assure you that "after" 
such a life you would "go", and not "to the dead", your own conscience would tell 
you that, however much you might wish it to be true, it would be the height of 
madness if you were to believe the statement. No, brethren, however you may 
reason upon these subjects now, you have a presentiment - and that presentiment 
is a correct one - that "your end will be according to your deeds". 0 that you 
would arouse yourselves at once, and break off from your pleasant but fatal 
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slumbers! 0 that you would arise, sleeper, and call upon your God! Or you will 
ere long be awakened, for the first time, by seeing the impassible gulf fixed, and 
by hearing the agonies and cries of the lost. The frightful reality will then have 
burst upon you. You may not believe these warnings tonight; but you will be 
compelled to feel them then. You may not "come to yourselves" here; but you 
must "come to yourselves" there. Remember, brethren- remember that hell has 
been accurately described as "truth seen too late". God grant, my dear hearers, 
that no one of you may see the truth of what I am now saying when it shall be 
too late to rectify the error! God grant that, by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
you may see the truth now, and thus seek pardon, life, and salvation in Christ, 
before they are hid forever from your eyes. Such, then, brethren, is the threefold 
view here given of the unconverted world - their wickedness, their madness and 
their destruction. 

• To BE CONCLUDED • 

--·--
• DELIVERANCE FROM 

DESTRUCTION • 

C. H. SPURGEON 

THE Waldensians were likely every one of them to be crushed, and there was, 
apparently, nobody to protect them. The Duke of Savoy, whose subjects they 
were, had given them up to be destroyed. The next country was France, and the 
King of France was a Roman Catholic, and was as eager for their destruction as 
was the Duke. 

But one day, Oliver Cromwell sent for the French ambassador, and said to him, 
"Tell your master to order the Duke of Savoy to leave off persecuting my brethren 
in Piedmont, or he shall hear from me about the matter". 

"Sire," said the ambassador, "they are not the subjects of the King of France; 
he has nothing to do with them. The Duke of Savoy is an independent prince; we 
cannot interfere with him." 

"I do not care for that," replied Cromwell, "I will hold your king answerable if 
he does not stop the Duke of Savoy from persecuting the Piedmontese." 

And they knew that "Old Noll" meant what he said; so, somehow, the King of 
France managed to interfere with that precious, independent prince, and told him 
he had better cease his persecutions, for, if he did not, Oliver Cromwell would 
take up the quarrel. 

Deliver me, 0 Lord, from that evil man myself. Augustine 
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• THE NECESSITY OF A GREAT CHANGE • 

Rev. CHARLES SIMEON 

LET all hear and understand the grounds of that doctrine (if any man be in Christ 
he is a new creature). What must we think of God if He should fill heaven with 
sinners incorrigibly wicked and incurably mad? Or what happiness could such 
sinners find in heaven, even if they were admitted there? There must be a 
meetness for the heavenly state; and that meetness can be obtained only by means 
of the new birth. A new heart must be given us, and we must be made "new 
creatures in Christ Jesus". Let all, then, seek this renewal of their hearts; for unless 
they be born again, they shall never enter into God's kingdom. 

Again, Simeon says: Should we "prophesy smooth things" unto people who are 
perishing in their sins, and who before another Sabbath may be "gone to the 
dead"? Should we, if we beheld a stranded vessel, seek to amuse the sailors 
instead of affording them direction and assistance? How much less then if we 
ourselves were embarked with them, and were partakers of their danger? Surely, 
then, every time we preach we should bear in mind that both our hearers and 
ourselves are dying creatures, and that if we forbear to warn them we ruin 
ourselves forever? 

---·---

• A SERMON • 
Part II 

A. VAN TIELE (1672-1749) 

Supplied by A. W. DE LANGE (Scherpenzeel, The Netherlands) 

"Oh that I knew where I might find him! that I might come even to his seat!" 
(Job 23:3) 

2. The diligent seeking for the Lord 
If Job desires to find Him, this assumes diligent seeking for the Lord. Because 
finding is the result and fruit of seeking and thus it shows us: 

(1) That the Lord God was esteemed very highly by him, that He alone was the 
highest and dearest in his regard, being able to say from the fullness of his heart 
like Asaph, "Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that 
I desire beside thee. My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever" (Psalm 73:25-26). 

(2) It shows us Job's earnest longing, the direction of his desire, which inclined 
him to find the Lord and to enjoy Him by His grace, and to have blessed 
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communion with Him. The Church was also so moved: "With my soul have I 
desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early" 
(Isaiah 26:9). It is called looking and waiting: "Therefore I will look unto the 
Lord: I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me" (Micah 7:7). 
This is why we heard Job complain: "Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; 
and backward, but I cannot perceive him" (Job 23:8). 

(3) It shows us that he was ready to employ his entire strength and abilities so 
that by faithful use of such means he might come to enjoy God. And it is by such 
means the Lord normally allows Himself to be found. Because in seeking there is 
a lot of pain and labour, and in God's fellowship and His blessed presence, there 
is much labour so as to keep seekers humble. And so there is: 

(a) Searching by means of the Word, by examining it earnestly, and studying of 
all those things by which a man can come to the knowledge of God and a 
comprehension of those means and ways by which the Lord wills to let Himself 
be found by a needy sinner. "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path" (Psalm 119:105). 

(b) Searching by means of the hearing the preaching of the Gospel. This was 
the attitude of the converted heathen. "And the next sabbath day came almost the 
whole city together to hear the word of God .... And when the Gentiles heard this, 
they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained 
to eternal life believed" (Acts 13:44, 48). 

(c) Searching by earnest prayer and fervent entreating. This is the main means 
and in this guise the praying and searching jailor appears to us. "Sirs, what must 
I do to be saved?" (Acts 16:30). Job also sought Him in this manner. "I would 
make supplication to my judge" (Job 9:15). 

(d) Searching by exercising faith. How will calling help, if it is not 
accompanied by faith? Faith is like a spiritual telescope of the soul, whereby she 
looks around her, and into heaven and far-off things are brought close to the soul 
as if they were near. How powerful was the outcome of David's faith? "0 God, 
thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh 
longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; to see thy power and 
thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary" (Psalm 63:1-2). 

(e) Searching by way of sanctification so as to do away wickedness from his 
midst and to be acquainted with the Lord by godliness and sanctification of life. I 
Eliphaz gave this beneficial council to Job: "Acquaint now thyself with him, and 
be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee .... If thou return to the Almighty, 
thou shalt be built up, thou shalt put away iniquity far from thy tabernacles. Then 
shalt thou lay up gold as dust, and the gold of Ophir as the stones of the brooks. 
Yea, the Almighty shall be thy defence, and thou shalt have plenty of silver. For 
then shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty, and shalt lift up thy face unto 
God. Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him, and he shall hear thee, and thou shalt 
pay thy vows" (Job 22:21, 23-27). 

After all this searching has been mentioned, there follows -
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3. The finding of God 

Finding; which consists of more than one action. The finding of the believer will 
come in the main to this: 

(1) If the believer is given vision by the power and grace of the Holy Ghost to 
see the Lord with the eye of faith and to know Him by His favour and grace as 
the Fountain of salvation and the Spring of grace and glory, then he will be as 
Paul, who knew Jesus, and desired to know Him more: "That I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death" (Philippians 3:10). 

(2) He finds Him when He appears to the soul again anew and nearer in a 
clearer revelation of Himself, showing Himself in a more lively and powerful way 
to the soul. Jacob experienced such after his dream: "Surely the Lord is in this 
place; and I knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! 
this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven" (Genesis 
28:16-17). Job later had this blessedness as well: "I have heard of thee by the 
hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee" (Job 42:5). 

(3) He finds Him when he takes hold of the Lord by faith. Generally anything 
a man finds he will grip hold of eagerly. Especially if it is needed at the time. 
There is indeed nothing more precious than the Lord. All that the soul can desire, 
she finds in God. And thus finding the Lord is embracing Him by faith. It is what 
the bride would call kissing: "0 that thou wert as my brother, that sucked the 
breasts of my mother! when I should find thee without, I would kiss thee; yea, I 
should not be despised. I would lead thee, and bring thee into my mother's house, 
who would instruct me: I would cause thee to drink of spiced wine of the juice of 
my pomegranate" (Song of Songs 8: 1-2). 

( 4) He finds Him when he is admitted into the sense of the enjoyment of His 
love and is brought into the precious fellowship of His favour. "To see thy power 
and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary" (Psalm 63:2). It is the Lord 
who embraces the soul with open arms, and the soul embraces the Lord in return, 
saying with the bride: "My beloved is mine, and I am his: he feedeth among the 
lilies" (Song of Songs 2: 16) . 

(5) The soul finds Him when the Lord appears to His own in comforting 
and cheering grace, and speaks peace to the soul. The Lord met the Church 
in this manner: "For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great 
mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; 
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy 
Redeemer" (Isaiah 54:7-8). Yes, there the soul with the Church soon can say, 
by the power of the enjoyment of that comforting grace: "0 Lord, I will praise 
thee: though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou 
comfortedst me. Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for 
the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation" 
(Isaiah 12: 1-2). 
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(6) He finds Him when he goes on keeping Him as his true portion and 
possession. First, it is a true finding when a man takes hold of what he sought, and 
keeps, enjoys and possesses what he has found. And that the Lord promises His 
own: "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Hebrews 13:5). "I will dwell in 
them, and walk in them" (2 Corinthians 6: 16). And the faithful can cry out with 
an easy mind: "The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou 
maintainest my lot. The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a 
goodly heritage" (Psalm 16:5-6). 

4. Where, when, whereby I might find Him 

Yet a fourth feature in the desire of Job concerning this finding appears in this 
place: He says, "Oh that I knew where I might find him!". One could also render 
that in these three ways: by (1) where, (2) when, (3) whereby. Oh, that I knew 
where, when and by what means I might find Him. 

• To BE CoNTINUED • 

--·--
• THE ENGLISH 
THE NORMANS 

CHURCH UNDER 
(AD 1066-1109) 

Concluded 

P. L I E V E S L E Y ( F r i n to n - o n - S e a ) 

Anselm 

THE respect that Anselm received at Rome shows the high esteem in which he 
was held on the Continent. He was welcomed by pope Urban as a man in a sense 
his equal, "the pope and patriarch of another region". Anselm divided his time 
between the papal court and the monastery of San Salvatore at Telese near 
Benevento where in tranquillity he completed his famous treatise Cur Deus 
Homo? (Latin literally "Why the God-Man?" or usually translated "Why Did 
God Become Man?") which formulated his Satisfaction Theory (or Commercial 
Theory) of the atonement of Christ. He was given the place of honour at the 
Council of Bari in 1098 and at the Easter Council at Rome in 1099, at which strict 
decrees against lay investiture, simony, and clerical marriage were passed in his 
hearing. But Anselm met with dissatisfaction in his own affairs at Rome. William 
Rufus was threatened with excommunication but the threat was never carried out 
by pope Urban and Anselm left Rome in vexation for Lyons where he spent the 
remainder of his first exile from England. The visit of Anselm to Rome was 
important because it gave him a firm resolve to enforce the Gregorian programme, 
especially in the matter of investiture, on his return to England in 1100 after an 
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absence of three years upon his invitation from Henry I the new king of England. 
Because pope Paschal II, who was less of a diplomat and more of an intransigent 
than his predecessor Urban, had reaffirmed the papal rules on lay investiture and 
homage, king Henry turned against Anselm, who was induced to accompany the 
king's envoys on a fruitless journey to Rome to negotiate with the pope. Once 
more Anselm took up residence in Lyons and once more the revenues of the see 
of Canterbury were forfeited and taken into the king's hands. 

The contest between Henry I and Anselm was essentially different from that of 
the reign of William Rufus. Anselm and Henry I were more compatible in 
character and therefore able to agree to differ and maintain friendly terms. Anselm, 
from his natural peace-loving disposition and Henry from his characteristic 
prudence, exercised remarkable forbearance with one another. The investiture 
controversy continued until in 1105 the intractable pope excommunicated Henry's 
chief adviser, the count of Meulan as well as the bishops who had received 
investiture from king Henry. Anselm decided to do likewise by threatening the 
king himself with the same sentence which brought the issue to a crisis. The 
investiture struggle was for the freedom of the church from secular interference 
and for free and canonical election without the taint of simony. Both in the 
settlement of the English controversy and in the Concordat of Worms, both in 
1109, which involved the parallel course of a contest on the Continent in a dispute 
between the pope and the king of France and followed on similar lines, these 
objects were partially obscured. In the negotiations and meetings which took 
place between king Henry I and archbishop Anselm a crucial part was played by 
the king's sister, Adela, countess of Blois, who was on friendly terms with Ivo, 
bishop of Chartres. Ivo had long been an advocate of compromise, recognising 
that the lay power could not be reasonably excluded from all influence in 
ecclesiastical elections. It was mainly due to Ivo of Chartres that brought the 
investiture contest in France to a peaceful and satisfactory conclusion in 1107. It 
is more than probable that the settlement of the investiture question, which was 
finally reached in England and was sanctioned by a council at London in August 
of 1107, followed on lines suggested by him. But in spite of the settlement of the 
investiture question, the reform movement made slow progress. King Henry I was 
at heart against it and clung tenaciously to the "ancient custom". After Anselm's 
death in 1109, Henry I relapsed into the ways that had made the reign of his 
brother William Rufus notorious. Henry practised simony, which was the act of 
paying for holy offices in the hierarchy of a church named after Simon Magus; he 
kept bishoprics and monasteries vacant for long periods and purloined the 
revenues. Henry's government of the church was far from being acceptable to 
Rome. In 1115 pope Paschal II wrote a strong letter of protest; he complained that 
his letters were not received or his legates given a hearing without the royal 
permission; that no pleas, no appeals were brought before the papal court; that 
bishops were transferred from one see to another without any reference to the 
pope. This was true and continued until Henry's death. 
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The Satisfaction Theory of Anselm 

Anselm was the first to set forth a systematic doctrinal argument for the necessity 
of Christ's atoning death on the cross by grounding it in the very nature of God, 
and in many respects his theory points in the right direction. His Cur Deus Homo? 
(1094-1098) attempted to provide rational explanations for the Christian's belief 
in the atonement in dialectic form. The treatise presents a discussion between 
Anselm and one Bos (abbot of Bee; 1124-1136), and is divided into two books. 

In his work, Anselm deliberately refutes the predominant theory of his day, the 
"Ransom Theory", developed by Origen and Gregory of Nyssa. The "Ransom 
Theory" proposed that prior to the atonement, the devil had the "right of 
possession" over men, due to their fallenness. The death of Christ then served as 
a ransom for our rescue, with the devil believing that he had swapped 
mankind for the crucified second Person of the Trinity. But Satan was ultimately 
deceived by assuming that Christ could be held by death. Instead of the "Ransom 
Theory", Anselm set forth what has come to be known as the "Satisfaction" or 
"Commercial Theory". According to Anselm, sin consists in the creature's 
withholding from God the honour which is His due. By the sin of man God was 
robbed of His honour, and it was necessary that this should be vindicated. This 
could be done in either of two ways: by punishment or by satisfaction. The mercy 
of God prompted Him to seek it in the way of satisfaction, and more particularly 
through the gift of His Son, which is the only way, since an infinite satisfaction 
was required. 

According to the American Reformed theologian, Louis Berkhof, in his 
Systematic Theology, Anselm was the first to work out a complete doctrine of the 
atonement. And in many respects his theory points in the right direction. However, 
Berkhof was of the view that the Satisfaction Theory of Anselm is open to the 
following points of criticism. Firstly, the Theory is not consistent in its 
representation of the necessity of the atonement. It ostensibly does not ground this 
necessity in the justice of God which cannot brook sin, but in the honour of God 
which calls for amends or reparation. Secondly, Anselm's Theory is entirely un
scriptural in its conception of Christ as a mere man of exceptional qualities; in its 
view of sin, in which the character of sin as guilt, so strongly emphasised by the 
Word of God, is entirely ignored; in its one-sided emphasis on the redemptive 
significance of the life of Christ; and in its representation of the death of Christ as 
a martyr's death, while failing to account for the unmartyrlike anguish of Christ on 
the cross. Thirdly, Anselm's Theory fails to account for the salvation of those who 
lived before the incarnation and of infants. If the life and sufferings of Christ merely 
save men by their exemplary character, the question naturally arises, how they who 
lived prior to the coming of Christ and they who die in infancy, can derive any 
benefit from them. Yet there is clear scriptural evidence for the fact that the work 
of Christ was also retrospective in its efficacy, and that little children also share in 
the benefits of His atoning death. Lastly, while it is perfectly true that Christ is also 
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represented as an example in Scripture, He is nowhere represented as an example 
after which unbelieving sinners must pattern, and which will save them if they do; 
and yet this is the necessary assumption of the theory under consideration. The 
example of Christ is one which only His people can follow, and to which even they 
can make but a slight approach. He is our Redeemer before He can be our example. 

Domesday Book (1 087) 

The period of history also includes the introduction of the Domesday Book in 
1087 which is one of the two most famous documents of English history together 
with the Magna Carta of 1216. Succeeding generations have appealed to them as 
monuments only a little less authoritative than the Bible. The "description" of 
England or descriptio was the official title of the great survey which we now 
know as the Domesday Book. It was written by an observer that in the Domesday 
Book of 1087, "there was no single hide nor a yard of land, nor indeed one ox nor 
one cow nor one pig which was left out". The grand and comprehensive scale on 
which the Domesday survey took place and the irreversible nature of the 
information collected, led people to compare it to the Last Judgement, or God's 
Final Day of Judgement, or "Doomsday" described in the Bible, when the deeds 
of every soul that have ever lived will be assessed and when all shall give account 
of themselves at the bar of Christ, against which there will be no appeal. Therefore 
the name of Domesday Book was adopted from the late twelfth century 

I close this paper with the solemn words of Bishop John Charles Ryle on the 
subject of the final judgement, taken from two extracts from his Expository 
Thoughts on the Gospels. Firstly from Matthew 25:31-46: "Jesus shall Himself 
judge the world, when He comes in His glory. To Him the Father hath committed 
all judgment (John 5:22). To Him at last every knee shall bow, and every tongue 
confess that He is Lord (Philippians 2:10-11). Let believers think of this, and take 
comfort. He that sits upon the throne in that great and dreadful day will be their 
Saviour, their Shepherd, their High Priest, their elder brother, their Friend. When 
they see Him, they will have no cause to be alarmed. Let unconverted people 
think of this, and be afraid. Their Judge will be that very Christ, whose Gospel 
they now despise, and whose gracious invitations they refuse to hear. How great 
will be their confusion at last, if they go on in unbelief and die in their sins! To be 
condemned in the day of judgment by any one would be awful; but to be 
condemned by Him who would have saved them will be awful indeed. Well may 
the psalmist say, 'Kiss the Son lest He be angry' (Psalm 2: 12)." Lastly, from Luke 
1:39-45: "Better a thousand times be rich in faith than rich in gold. Gold will be 
worthless in the unseen world to which we are all travelling. Faith will be owned 
in that world before God the Father and the holy angels. When the great white 
throne is set, and the books are opened, when the dead are called from the graves, 
and receiving their final sentence, the value of faith will at length be fully known. 
Men will learn then, if they never learned before, how true are the words, 'Blessed 
are they that believed'." 
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• POPE FRANCIS, THE FALKLANDS 
AND THE VATICAN'S HISTORY OF 

POLITICAL AGGRESSION • 
RODNEY ATKINSON (Holywood) 

THE appointment of an Argentine Jesuit as Pope with a track record of attacking 
Falkland Islanders should worry the British- if not our traditionally appeasing 
Foreign Office. 

We should never forget that the most consistent and pernicious enemy of the 
sovereignty of the British people and their freedom of religion has for centuries 
been the Vatican State (not, of course, the same thing as the majority of Roman 
Catholics. From the support for the invasion of 1066 to the Pope-blessed Spanish 
Armada whose ships were filled with priests, to Guy Fawkes, to the Babbington 
plot to assassinate Elizabeth I, the rule of terror of Bloody Mary, to the infamous 
1934 Concordat with Nazi Germany and the promotion of war in the Balkans in 
the 1990s, the imperial politics rather than the religion of the Roman Catholic 
Church has been its critical characteristic. 

In Britain the Catholic Herald wrote on 19th June 1938 that the policy of the 
British Union of Fascists, "Is the nearest approach to the Social theory of the 
encyclicals that we have yet been offered by any prominent political party", and 
in 1939 - after Hitler's rise to power, after the concentration camps, after the 
march into the Rheinland, after the Nuremberg Race laws and after the Kristall
nacht attacks on the Jews - the Catholic Herald opposed war with Germany. 

Kurt Waldheim was an Nazi Officer in the Balkans during the Second World 
War and "is usually the only guest at the fund raiser for friends of the Waffen SS" 
(the Observer Magazine, 19th August 1988) but in 1994 the Pope awarded 
Waldheim the highest decoration of the Roman Catholic Church (Neue Zuericher 
Zeitung, 29th March 1992). 

One the most murderous dictators in the world is the Catholic educated Robert 
Mugabe of Zimbabwe. His long time friend and chaplain is the Jesuit Father 
Fidelis Mukonori who, since independence in 1980, gave the blessing at every 
(increasingly bloody) celebration of the anniversary. 

The horrendous attacks by Croatia on Serbs in the Krajina region of Yugoslavia 
in 1995 were supported by the Croatian Catholic Church and those Generals 
convicted by the Hague Tribunal were the subject of a Church campaign to pardon 
them. The most obnoxious praise of Second World War fascism in the modem era 
was the Vatican's beatification in the 1990s of Archbishop Stepinac of Croatia, 
who supported and religiously exploited the power of the Nazi puppet U stashe 
regime in the 1940s. 

Pope Pius Xll received regular reports from Archbishop Stepinac of Zagreb on 
the "Policy of Thirds" for Serbian inhabitants of Croatia (convert one third, kill 
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one third, expel one third) and Roman Catholic clergy were prominent in the 
Jasenovac extermination camps. Of the 80,000 Jews in Yugoslavia, 60,000 were 
killed, the great majority in Croatia. There are plenty of pictures of the papal 
nuncio giving the fascist salute to the Croatian Ustashe forces during the war and 
Pope Pius Xll received the Croatian Fascist leader, Ante Pavelic in the Vatican and 
helped the flight of Croatian, German and Ukrainian fascists to South America. 
On New Year's day 1943 Pope Pius Xll gave his blessing to Pavelic, the Fascist 
Leader: "Everything that you have expressed so warmly in your name and in the 
name of the Croatian Catholics we return and give you and the whole Croatian 
people our apostolic blessing." 

In the fascist 1940s Croatia sought through murder, forced conversions and 
ethnic cleansing an ethnically and religiously pure State. Today after the Balkan 
wars of the 1990s, Croatia and the Vatican have achieved precisely that. 

The new Pope, a Jesuit and formerly the Cardinal Bergoglio of Buenes Aires, 
is in that religious-nationalistic tradition: We quote here from the Traditional 
Britain website: 

Unfortunately, a look at past press reports paints a portrait of the Cardinal 
as a fanatic Argentine nationalist who defends the 1982 invasion and 
disregards the democratic wish of the islanders to retain their links to the 
UK. This was clear on 1 April 2010, when on the occasion of a commemo
ration of the start of the 1982 war, Bergoglio went as far as claiming that 
"the Malvinas [Falklands] belong to us", adding that "many watered that 
land, which is Argentine, with blood". Two years later, on another edition 
of the ceremony, he insisted on the same views, saying that the Argentine 
"fallen" had "gone out to defend their mother, the mother-land, to reclaim 
what belongs to them, to the motherland, and which was forcibly taken 
away from them". These lines reflect the traditional mixture of historical 
myth, fanaticism, and utter contempt for democracy, which sadly continue 
to dominate Argentine views on the Falklands. First of all, nothing could be 
'forcibly taken away' from Argentina among other reasons because the 
British presence in the Falklands predates her birth as an independent state. 
Second, the Islands have never been Argentine territory. Third, setting aside 
history for a second, the population does not want to be part of Argentina, 
as made clear in the 98% vote for British sovereignty in the referendum. 
See http://www. traditionalbritain.org/ content/unchristian-attitude-towards
falklands-prompts-shadow-doubt-newly-elected-Pope 

Edmund Burke wrote that the Jesuits were "an infectious plague" requiring 
"the precautions of the most severe quarantine". Even Pope Gregory IX had to 
admit: "The Jesuit foxes have various faces but they all hang together by their 
tails" and the late British Cardinal Hume was intolerant of the Jesuits whom he 
saw as a threat. 
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A Jesuit Pope from Argentina is perhaps instructive when we consider the fate 
of the Falkland Islands and the attitude of the US Obama Administration which 
refuses to take a stance on the defence of British sovereignty and the 98% 
expressed will of Falkland Islanders. The influence of Jesuits in the Obama 
Administration (reflecting the power of the Catholic Church in the Democratic 
Party) is more than interesting. 

Obama's "Chicago mentor" is Gregory Galluzzo - a "former" Jesuit priest, 
Obama's Chief Speechwriter, Jon Favreau, his Senior Military and Foreign Policy 
Advisor, Maj. Gen. J. Scott Gration, and his Deputy Communications Director, 
Dan Pfeiffer, were all Jesuit-trained. Vice President Joe Biden lectures at the 
Jesuit University in Scranton and his son, Jesuit-trained at Georgetown 
University, was paid over $80,000.00 last year by the Jesuits to lobby for them in 
the White House. 

The sycophantic (or naive and ignorant) approach of the British Foreign Office 
and the British political Establishment to the power of the Vatican as it continues 
its centuries old vendettas is grotesque. 

--·--
• BEHOLD THE THRONE OF GRACE • 

(Hebrews 4:14-16; John 14:13-14) 

JOHN NEWTON (1725-1807) 

"Behold the Throne of Grace! 
The promise calls us near; 
There Jesus shows a smiling Face 
And waits to answer prayer. 

That rich atoning Blood, 
Which sprinkled round we see, 
Provides for those who come to God 
An all-prevailing plea. 

Since 'tis the Lord's command, 
My mouth I open wide; 
Lord open Thou Thy boundless hand, 
That I may be supplied. 

My soul, ask what thou wilt, 
Thou canst not be too bold, 
Since His own Blood for thee was shed, 
What else can He withhold? 



The Gospel Magazine 

Beyond thy utmost wants 
His love and power can bless. 
To praying souls He always grants 
More than they can express. 

Teach me to live by faith; 
Conform my will to Thine; 
Let me victorious be in death, 
And then in glory shine. 

Thy image, Lord, bestow, 
Thy presence and Thy love; 
I ask to serve Thee here below 
And reign with Thee above. 

If Thou these blessings give, 
And wilt my portion be; 
Cheerful the world's poor toys I leave, 
To them who know not Thee." 

---·---
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• ROME AND THE THREAT TO OUR 
PROTESTANT FAITH • 

MATTHEW HENRY 

(First published in 1712. This edition 2013) 
40pp booklet, available from Settle Graphics, Providence Place, Prospect Terrace, Settle, 

North Yorkshire BD24 9BL- sent free of charge to interested parties 

DAVID N. SAMUEL (Devizes) 

MATTHEW HENRY is chiefly known for his very fine commentary on the Bible. 
Here we have a first-rate tract on the Church of Rome and its errors entitled 
"Popery, a Spiritual Tyranny". This is Henry the controversialist, not Henry the 
expositor. His arguments attacking the apostasy of the Church of Rome, its errors 
and iniquity, are powerful, relentless, and unanswerable. This is the finest expose 
in short compass of the wickedness of the Roman Church that I have ever read. 
Yet it is all fairly and firmly based on Scripture. 

Henry begins by affirming that "there is a people in the world who are God's 
own people", and that there is between them and their enemies an inescapable 
hostility; however, they should not be afraid, but take sanctuary in God. "God 
always espouses the cause of His Church ... and in the proper time. God can take 
the cup of trembling out of the hands of the oppressed, and put it into the hands 
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of the oppressors." We see an example of this when the Gunpowder Plot was 
discovered. God made Himself a terror to those who sought to terrorise the godly. 
The reason why God brings down such men is that they seek to force the godly 
from their faith. They have usurped God's authority: "He who touches the souls 
of God's people, touches the apple of his eye." But such deliverances are intended 
to magnify the almighty power and sovereignty of God Himself'. 

Henry reminds his people that by giving thanks for the deliverance of the land 
from popery, in particular from the Gunpowder Plot to blow up Parliament, and 
also for the Glorious Revolution, the particular ground of that rejoicing is the 
"preservation of the Protestant religion owned and professed amongst us". "The 
spirit of Popery is a spirit of inhuman cruelty to all who oppose it." That is a 
simple fact of history that we should never forget. 

The Romish clergy show themselves not to be followers of Christ, by their 
affecting worldly dominion and the pomp and grandeur that attend it. How true 
that still is today in the twenty-first century. And, Henry goes on, "they show 
themselves to be the enemies of Christ ... by affecting dominion over the souls 
and consciences of men". Therefore, "Popery and tyranny go together". Popery is 
itself the worst of tyrannies, for it is a spiritual tyranny. 

Henry asserts that popery is an invasion of the prerogatives of Christ the King. 
Christ is the rightful sovereign of the heart of man. But such a right is usurped by 
the Church of Rome, for the Pope is addressed as "Our Lord God the Pope". To 
whom all Christians must yield implicit obedience. He, it is claimed, is an 
infallible director in all matters of faith. But what sort of men have many of those 
bishops of Rome been? One of their own, an historian, has described them as 
hominum portenta - monsters of men. 

Consider some of the many instances of the tyranny of the Church of Rome: they 
oblige people to believe as true whatever their church requires them to believe, and 
obey all the commands of the Church. They forbid their people to read the 
Scriptures; they take the cup from the laity; they make the validity of the sacra
ments to depend on the intention of the priest, (that is, if the priest carelessly thinks 
of something else it is no sacrament). They make confession of sins to a priest 
obligatory. They impose penances on the people, and make them believe that all 
these are to make satisfaction for sin to the justice of God, thus usurping the prero
gative of Christ to satisfy for and forgive sins. Enough has been said to show how 
exhaustive is Henry's expose of the errors and wickedness of the Church of Rome. 

Henry concludes (following his account of the errors of Rome) with an 
exhortation to pray for those under the yoke and tyranny of Rome. "We can never 
be thankful enough to God." he says, "for abolishing the papal power in these 
islands and preventing its return"; and we should take care, lest by our 
unthankfulness we provoke God to deprive us of these great privileges. And 
again, "We are delivered from the power of the man of sin at Rome, but what the 
better shall we be for that, if we continue under the power of the man of sin in our 
own hearts?". And in a very relevant note for our own times he says: "We live in 
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an age of liberty, but withal it is an age of libertinism, an age of licentiousness, 
the stream of which is so strong, that there is a need of great resolution, and that 
in the strength of God's grace, we swim against it." 

He ends with an earnest plea for us all to value our Protestant heritage. Let us 
not through negligence lose the blessings of the Reformation, nor underestimate 
the very real peril in which our country stands today. This is a tract that ought to 
be widely circulated and read. We trust that the opportunity which the publica
tion of it now affords will not be neglected. Further copies are available at the 
address above. 

The tract concludes with the statement on justification by faith from Martin 
Luther's commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians. 

---·---

• REDEMPTION • 

L. J .A. 

(This poetry was first published in the Gospel Magazine of July 1783) 

"Ho ye, who fast in Satan's chains 
Have willing captives laid, 
Jesus your liberty hath gained, 
And the great ransom's paid. 

Redemption from eternal fire 
And Tophet's horrid din, 
Redemption from the black desire 
And regency of sin. 

Redemption by the Incarnate Word, 
Who took our guilty part, 
While justice drew the flaming sword, 
And plung' d it in his heart. 

Redemption to a glorious crown 
And mansions in the sky: 
Ye saints, no more your heads bow down, 
Redemption draweth nigh! 

We'll bound our cheerful notes along 
With this transporting word, 
And glad ascribe in every song, 
Redemption to the Lord!" 



138 The Gospel Magazine 

• BooK REVIEWS • 

Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, In a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the 
Authorised (King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most 
boolcs, we try to warn readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position 
of the Gospel Magazine remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and 
formative English. That we name another translation does not mean we endorse it. 

The Pastor. Does He Exist? David H. J. Gay. Brachus. pp. 345, paperback. 
Unpriced. ISBN 978 0 956023 67 2. 

The writer argues that the biblical doctrine of the priesthood of believers is where 
the churches have seriously erred. The Preface states: "There are many differences 
between to-day's churches and those of the New Testament, not least, the 
widespread replacement of the universal priesthood of all believers by the special 
priesthood of the few. And this has come at a heavy cost." Lest there should be any 
misunderstanding, David Gay is not so much concerned with this as far as it relates 
to the Church of Rome and the Church of England. No! His concern is with the 
way in which this notion of priesthood is played out among the Reformed, the 
evangelicals, the dissenters- for, startling as it may sound, the special priesthood 
of the few, he affirms, has gone a long way towards replacing the universal 
priesthood among them. He traces the history of this change, starting with the 
(Church) Fathers, the effect it had on the medieval Church, the part it played in the 
Reformation and after, and its role in to-day's churches. He is convinced that 
the cost of all this has not only been exacted on believers and unbelievers. In his 
view the "chief casualty in all this has been the diminishing of the glory of the Lord 
Jesus Himself". 

He mentions those familiar words of Humpty Dumpty; "When I use a word, it 
means just what I choose it to mean, neither more nor less", and asserts that it is 
here where the majority of Christians are led astray. Instead of going to the 
Scriptures for guidance, they resort to the very learned gentlemen, the "Church 
Fathers", who had gathered a full harvest from the pagans. "By abandoning 
believers' baptism, and inventing infant baptism, the Fathers were able to receive 
unregenerate pagans into the church . . . it was a catastrophe." These 
misunderstood words are said to be: Pastor, Minister, Clergy and Ordain; thirty-five 
pages are given in explanation. Efforts of recovery of this truth (the priesthood of 
all believers) were made, with only partial success. We are given some examples : 
(1) Martin Luther; (2) The Anabaptists; (3) William Tyndale; (4) The Anglicans; (5) 
John Calvin; (6) The Presbyterians; (No. 7 is missing); (8) The Sects in the 
Commonwealth; (9) The Separatists; (No. 10 is missing); (11) The Baptists; (12) 
The Brethren. Presumably, only the numbering is adrift? 

Quotations from the text are provided in a large section entitled "Extracts with 
Comments". There is a 14-page "Source List". The book is well produced, with 
print of good size. Bible quotations are mainly from the NKJV Mr. Gay fairly puts 
his case for change: "I admit I do strive in this book. But not, I hope, about 'words 
to no profit'. What I strive for is a return to the biblical pattern- the biblical essence 
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- of church life. I fear we have gone astray- badly- in this area, and have been 
doing so for a long time." 

This is a very challenging book, on an important (sadly neglected) subject. 

D.L.J. 

The Explicit Gospel. Matt Chandler. lnterVarsity Press. pp. 237, paperback. 
£9.99. ISBN 978 1 84474 578 4. 

Obvious though it may sound, it is essential to read the introduction to this book 
carefully, so as to understand the author's meaning of two of the three sectional 
headings: "The Gospel on the Ground" and "The Gospel in the Air". "The Gospel 
on the Ground" concerns what the Bible teaches about God, Man, Christ and 
Redemption. "The Gospel in the Air" deals with matters such as Creation, the Fall 
and Reconciliation, as summarised by Paul in Romans 8:22-23. 

The biblical quotations come primarily from the English Standard Version. 
Where the King James' Version or the Revised Standard Version is used, they are 
marked as such. 

This book originated from the United States, and some of its expressions reflect 
this. For instance, Peter is described as "an interesting dude" (page 55), whilst the 
woman by the well, with whom Jesus spoke, is described as being "kind of freaked 
out" that Jesus would even talk with her (page 130). Not having had a television 
for several decades, this reviewer is less familiar with the meaning of such 
expressions than maybe the average reader is. 

The opening section is particularly thought-provoking, especially regarding the 
sovereignty and supremacy of God. The teaching is sound, and one would 
wholeheartedly agree with the author's contention that to "discount" God's severity 
is to play down His holiness (page 44). He also effectively responds to the 
contention that the substitutionary death of Christ represents a form of "child 
abuse" (page 58), drawing attention, for instance, to John 1 0:18. 

Given the book's title, one felt that some clarity was lost by "The Gospel on the 
Ground"/"Gospel in the Air" terminology, which is an unusual, rather than a 
generally understood, expression. All in all, this book is more suited to the mature 
Christian than, say, to the new convert. P.C.M. 

Saved by Grace from First to Last. Brian A. Russell. Grace Trust, distributed 
by Evangelical Press. pp. 240, paperback. £5.99. ISBN 978 0 946462 86 5. 

This is a clear and good book explaining the doctrines of grace in a way the reader 
can accept and find helpful, but without toning down the biblical doctrine. For any 
reader of the Gospel Magazine who ever puzzles over its stance, this would be the 
book the editor would recommend you to read. The drawback is its use of Bible 
versions other than the Authorised or King James. The only word in the book I 
would change is "irresistible grace" to "efficacious grace", simply to avoid the 
prejudice in the hearer's mind that the doctrine arouses. 
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It explains the sovereignty of God, dealing with the problems Christians find in 
fully accepting God's sovereignty over salvation. It does so by taking the five letter 
acrostic TULIP and the doctrines it represents: Total Depravity, Unconditional 
Election, Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace, and the Perseverance of the Saints, 
and grounding them in Scripture. Whitefield and Spurgeon defended Calvinism 
and preached it, and so does the Gospel Magazine. 

The author is a South African Baptist Pastor, whose churches included in his own 
land, in Zimbabwe, and in the USA. He has written other books. This one takes as 
its start the five points of the Remonstrants or followers of Arminius in 161 0, after 
his death and their departure at the Synod of Dort from the Belgic Confession of 
Faith of 1566. His aim is to show the five points of TULIP as scriptural, and he has 
a good knowledge of his subject and its history, and can write. 

I would recommend anyone who would like a simple reference book on the 
great debates on this subject, or who finds Calvinistic doctrine unacceptable, to 
own and read this. E.M. 

The Perfect Saviour- Key Themes in Hebrews. Ed. Jonathan Griffiths. 
lnterVarsity Press. pp. 175, paperback. £8.99. ISBN 978 1 84474 583 8. 

This book has been devised with busy pastors in mind, providing them an insight 
into recent evangelical scholarship relating to the Epistle to the Hebrews with a view 
to informing sermon series on the subject. The Editor, currently an instructor on the 
Proclamation Trust's Cornhill Training Course, invited scholars from the UK, USA 
and Australia to contribute chapters precising their research in a "digestible" 
format. The project was conceived in the "conviction ... that theological research 
is only valuable so far as it aids the proclamation of the gospel". Thus the emphasis 
throughout is on the epistle's message and other interesting areas such as date 
and authorship are largely untouched. 

Peter O'Brien, of Moore College, covers the New Covenant and its Perfect 
Mediator, seeing the covenant as "a gracious gift from God" and the long 
quotation from Jeremiah 31 (Hebrews 8:8-12) as pivotal to the author's argument. 
Dr. Griffiths himself tackles "The Word of God perfectly spoken in the Son". He 
points out that in Hebrews the words are those of the Old Testament but now 
spoken "in the full light of the revealed and completed work of the Son". Richard 
Gaffin Jr., of Westminster Theological Seminary, covers the "Priesthood of Christ". 
I found this writer somewhat over-fond of "jargon" such as "categorical 
counterfactual" and "ritual geography". 

David Gooding, from Queen's Belfast, contributes a study of "The Tabernacle". 
Again this is a very "technical" essay but illuminating on the difficulties of 
translating and interpreting the passages relating to this theme. Thomas R. 
Schreiner, from the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, is concerned with 
"Warning and Assurance", particularly the controversial question of "whether 
believers could lose their salvation". He sees the warnings as "a means by which 
God preserves believers from falling" and as an encouragement to faithful and 
obedient living. 
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Peter Walker, of Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, writes on '~ccess and Arrival", focusing 
on the metaphors of movement in the epistle, "approaching" and "journeying on" 
in relation to the three objects of pilgrimage, the Temple, the Heavenly City and the 
Promised Land. David Peterson, also of Moore College, and formerly Principal of 
Oak Hill, returns to the theme of perfection, relating the perfecting of Christ to the 
perfecting of believers. Finally, Bruce F. Winter, of Macquarrie University, Sydney, 
tackles the theme of "Suffering with the Saviour". His essay explores the nature of 
the sufferings of the recipients of the epistle and relates them to passages in the 
Acts and other epistles, as well as pagan writers such as Philo, with some 
illuminating references to Roman law. 

In conclusion, this book will be useful to pastors wishing to deepen their 
understanding of the epistle in order to inform their ministry. It will probably be less 
helpful to the general reader. J.B.D. 

The Life and Witness of Peter. Larry R. Helyer. lnterVarsity Press Academic. 
pp. 329, paperback. £16.99. ISBN 9781 84474 600 2. 

The author is emeritus professor of biblical studies at Taylor University, U.S.A. and 
the back page "blurb" says his aim is "to reinstate this neglected and 
underestimated apostle to his rightful stature". In doing so he has gone into great 
detail, shown in part by the six pages of abbreviations of the sources referred to 
and by the frequent footnotes largely taken up with listing various writers' opposing 
views. There is a name index, subject index and Scripture index. 

Professor Helyer starts with a thorough study of the background of Simon Peter, 
which includes the origin and variations of his name, the location of Bethsaida and 
the fishing industry's techniques and status in Gospel times. 

The next two chapters explain the significance of key moments in Peter's life in 
many events in the Gospels. Chapter 4 examines Peter's role in the Early Church 
as related in the Acts, and Chapter 5 covers references to him in Paul's Epistles. 
The most important of these is Paul's stern rebuke of him in Galatians 2:1-14 and 
the author rightly notes Peter's willingness to accept the rebuke and to continue to 
work without bitterness or recrimination. 

Chapters 6-10 are an examination of 1 Peter, assessing his fundamental 
theological convictions and the fact that he sees holding the Christian faith entails 
the likelihood of opposition and persecution. 

In the five chapters covering 2 Peter the author faces the fact that most modern 
scholars reject this letter as genuinely from Peter. He summarises their main 
arguments and gives his reasons for rejecting them with support for his opinions in 
footnotes. He sees the purpose of 2 Peter being to refute the errors of false 
teachers, whose main feature is the denial of Christ and especially of His return. 
Peter's theology is centred on the full deity of Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:1 ), and God 
revealing Himself in Jesus is in harmony with the New Testament. Professor Helyer 
writes: '~close examination of the way Peter appeals to Scripture in both his letters 
leaves no doubt that he was convinced it was, in its entirety, the inspired, 
trustworthy Word of God" (page 227). 
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Chapter 13 deals briefly with the link of 2 Peter with Jude and leaves it as an 
open question. 

The book ends with three chapters headed The Rest of the Story, covering 
Tradition, Legends about Peter, and Peter's Legacy. Included is discussion whether 
Peter was the first bishop of Rome, and refers to him as "the prince of the apostles" 
(page 272). The inclusion of a chapter on legends seems strange and of little value 
except to show what humans can dream up. 

A short review can give but a taste of the comprehensiveness of this book which 
is intended for study and reference, as indicated by the suggested "Questions for 
Discussion" at the end of each chapter and the lists "For Further Reading". This is 
not a quick read, but can be a rewarding one. G.F.H.H. 

Sermons on Genesis Chapters 11-20. John Calvin (trans. Rob Roy 
McGregor). The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 903, hardback. £20.00. ISBN 978 1 
84871 038 2. 

This second volume of sermons on Genesis comprises the daily preaching of the 
Genevan reformer from January to May 1560. Daily preaching, and the daily 
hearing of sermons, may seem to modern minds a use of time we can ill afford. 
Not so, argues Calvin, using the example of Lot. Lot was a righteous man living 
among wicked sinners. He was not one of those sinners, and when he saw two 
strangers enter Sodom one evening, he invited them to lodge with him. Lot saw in 
those men something more than wealth or status, argues Calvin; "Lot had a 
different and simpler consideration, namely, that he did not doubt that these 
people were worthy of being received graciously" (page 732). In what followed, 
however, Lot shows the danger of being out of righteous company. When the 
citizens declared their intention to behave so wickedly toward the visitors, Lot 
demonstrated by his bravery that he was not like them. Yet his offer to the people 
of his virgin daughters in the place of the visitors was a course of desperation, born 
of spiritual ignorance rather than of disdain for his own flesh and blood. Good 
intentions, concludes Calvin, are no guarantor of righteous actions. It was Lot's 
lack of spiritual understanding which led him to this. A better-taught believer would 
have cast himself upon the Lord in faith. This is why we need to hear sermons daily, 
that we may be preserved from such unspiritual actions. 

Those who obtain this volume, and others of its kind, will be able to benefit from 
daily sermons. There is much practical application of God's Word to the lives of 
believers here, from which all will benefit, by the grace of God. E.J.M. 

The Global Diffusion of Evangelicalism - The Age of Billy Graham 
and John Stott. Brian Stanley. lnterVarsity Press. pp. 288, hardback. £19.99. 
ISBN 978 1 84474 621 7. 

Professor of World Christianity at the University of Edinburgh, author of many 
books, Dr. Stanley is meticulous, and deals fairly all round. The book, whilst full of 
facts, is readable and gives confidence in the accuracy of what the Professor says. 
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He traces some fifty years of the history of evangelicalism with an eye to its 
future, presumably to influence that, as well as to alert us. He puts evangelicalism 
in a global perspective, outlines the divisions as they appeared in mission, 
evangelism and revival, as well as in scholarship, the Bible and preaching. He 
deals with defence of the faith in a changing culture, Lausanne in 197 4 and the 
challenge of the majority world, the ferment of the Charismatic and Pentecostal 
movements, hermeneutics, gender and sexual issues, ending with a question: 
diffusion or disintegration? There is a bibliography and index. 

The word Hermeneutics may put some off, but Hermes was the messenger of 
the Greek gods. What was the message of any passage in the Bible originally, and 
what does it mean now in a differing age and culture? He regards evangelicalism 
as rooted in the age of enlightenment. No! - in Scripture. 

He is cautiously optimistic for the future, as under Whitefield and Wesley there 
were serious differences in understanding the Bible but evangelicals remained 
together, so we shall in spite of our differences over the inerrancy and Inspiration 
of Scripture, which have largely replaced older divisions. I interpret the book as a 
gentle dissuasive against more break-up. 

Given the carefully marshalled facts, I would conclude that there is a global 
departure from Christ, declension from the faith and as he shows, immorality 
among evangelical leaders, departure into Orthodoxy, Rome, and elsewhere, and 
in the ranks doubt, refusal to follow leaders, and post evangelicalism. When the 
Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth? E.M. 

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, 
as we regretfully are not in a position to supply your requirements. 
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