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In doctrine shewing uncorruptness."
" Beware ye 0/ the leaven 0/ the Pl,arisees wliich is Hypocrisy,"
U

JE~pS

CHRIST THE REFUGE OF HIS PEOPLE.

"And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the
tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock In a
weary land. And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ean of
them that hear shall hearken."-Is.UAfI XXXII. 2, 3.

'\

BEFORE I comment upon this text, or endeavour to show you
that it is a prophecy concerning Christ, uttered some seven hundred years before he assumed the human nature and became a man,
it may be of use, for edification, if we first consider a few of those
various names and titles which are given to him in scripture, and of
these, vou will perhaps be surprised to learn, that not less than two
hundred are enumerated by a learned commentator. We will just
select a few Qf those which appear tfte most interesting, before we
consider that of a man, which is given to him in my text.
The first lIame or title by which he is made known to us in the
bible is that of the seed. No sooner did Adam, by eating of the
forbidden fruit, disobey God, and thus break the covenant which
God had made with him, than he made a promise of the Saviour
under this title of the seed: he promised him that " the seed of tht:
woman should bruise the serpent's head." Gen. iii. 15. As the
devil had assumed the form of a serpent, and tempted Eve to take
of the forbidden fruit, and to give it to her husband, the Lord, by
this promise, intimated that Christ the Saviour should descend from
her, being made of her in a miraculous way by the Holy Ghost,
and that he should bruise the serpent's head; in other words, that
he should destroy the works of the devil, and all his principalities
and powers; that he should crush that empire which he had usurped in the world-which extends even to the souls and bodies of
men-and that he should disarm him of his power over death.
The next name or title which we find given to Christ in the book
of Genesis is that of Sh£eld, or " the shield of salvation ," as the
Psalmist calls him. The Lord appeared to Abraham in a vision,
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saying, "Fear not Abraham: I am thy shield," Gen.' xv. I. And
he is so to his people, to protect them from their spiritual enemies,
sin, and Satan, and the world: as a pious writer says, "The
saints are always holding up Christ as a shield; his person, blood,
righteousness, and 'sacrifibe, to oppose the charges 'and objections
of Satan, to repel his temptations, and to save them from the condemnation of the law, from the wrath of God, and eternal death."
Hence, the apostle speaks of him as " the shield of-faith wherewith
the saints are able to quench the fiery darts (or temptatio'ns) of the
wicked one, or Satan." Eph. vi. 16. The next name or title which
we find given to Chris~ in, the book of. Ge~esis is ~hat of Shiloh,
where a promise is 'made that unto Shiloh should the gathering of
the people be. Now, as the original meaning of the word Shiloh
is peace, it is a name well suited to Christ, for he bas made peace by
the blood of his cross, between God and his fallen people-gives them
peace of mind here, and everJasbng peace hereafter. The people
spoken of are t~e people giveh him by the Fl;tther, whom he has rec,leeme'd I>y hjs blood, and who are gathered to him in effectual
callin'g, and become his fold. The flext name given to Christ,
which we will mentiOll, is in the book of Job, where he is called
',I. Th.e Do:ys.man." Now, a days-man is one that acts as mediatQr
between two parties that are at varia'nce, to bring abotlt a reconcipat~on; and this name well befits Christ; for he has done this b,et.ween God and his people, and!managed affairs relating to both. He
has c.onsulted the holiness and justice of God by his obedience,
sufferings, and death; and having made reconciliation for the sins
of his people, and made peace for them by the blood of his cross,
God proclaims h~mself " pacified towards them for all that they
have done," Eze~iel xvi. 63. and in regeneration he makes them
from enemies to God, friends to God; being G~d and man in one
person he has put his hands upon both, and made both one; he
has"brought them that were at variance to a perfect agreement, and
done what no mere human days-man could do. Time will not
serve that we - should notice the 'l"names given to Christ in the Psalms.,
the book o~ Proverbs, and the Song ot Sololpon. We will prieey
mention that in these books he 'is called" The anointed of God,"
Psalm ii. 2, "The Guide," P~alm xlviii. 14. "The Help," PSlllm
xxxiii. 20. "The Highest," Psalm xviii. 13. "Jah Ol' Jehovah,"
Psalm Ixviii. 4. "The strong God," Psalm lxxxix. S. "The Horn
of Salvation,". Psa:lm xviii. 2.-Gold, CalJ{phire, Honeycomb,
Ointment. the Rose of Sharon, the R<;>e and, Har~, and a Well of
Living Water. Son$' of Solomon. We will pass on to the names
given to Christ in,the prophec.y of Isaiah, in which there is a more
full and clear revelation of him than it had as yet pleased God to
make-and if is among the mysteries of God into which we ought
not to desire to pry-that, tilt this prophet wrote, which was not
till some 3000 years after the fall of Ad~m, when the firs,t promise
of a ~aviour was made, the world had only scanty and obscure
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hints of the Saviour, However, as the time approached-" the fulness of time," as it i~ called-when the Saviour should appear in
the world-long looked for, hoped for, and longed for by the saints
of the Old Testament-as that time approached, it pleased God to
raise up a succession of prophets, who, writing as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost, ga\'e more clear revelation of him by name
than had been yet done; and in the ninth chapter of this prophecy
of Isaiah you will find the Saviour set forth in one verse by not less
than five different names, showing his fitness for the work which the
Father had given him to do. "His name (says the prophet) shall
he called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." Isaiah ix. 6.
When, some thirteen hundred years before the prophet wrote
these words, the Son of God appeared to the patriarch Jacob in the
form of a man, and wrestled with him, Jacob bE'gged that he would
reveal to him his name; but he did not grant his request, though
he blessed him. "Wherefore is it (said he )that thou dost ask after
my name? and he blessed him." Gen. xxxii. 29. When afterwards he appeared as an angel to Monah and his wife, they wanted
as Jacob did, to know his name, but he did not grant their request,
and gave it as a reason, that it was a secret. "'Yhy askest thou
'then after my name (said he) seeing it is secret." Judges xiii. 18.
However, as the time approached for the coming of the Saviour,
it pleased God that he should be made 'known by various names,
as showing further his fitness for the. office of mediator, for which
he would come. Thus, in the text before mentioned, God, speak.
ing by his prophet, says, " His name shall be called Wonderful,
Coum;eJlor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince
of Peace." Isaiah ix. 6.
First, "Wondeiful." And what name could be more appropri.
ated, to him who is God essentially, and man truly; God and man
united in one person,-the brightness of his Father's glory, and the
express image of his person. ''Vonderful in his incarnation, being
born of a virgin. Wonderful in his death, which was with his own
free consent, and according to the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God; and stdl more wonderful that this should be
for si.llners, and, by dying, procure life for them. Wonderful in
his resurrection, which wa,s with the same body, exceeding glori.
,ous; and wonderful will be his second coming, to judge the quick
and the dead. Yea, wonderful indeed is Christ, in his person,
,offices, and grace, and in all the relations he stands in to his people, as their prophet priest and king; their prophet to teach, and
their priest to atone, and their king to rule them by his laws.
Wonderful in his doctrines, which are hid from the wise and prudent men of the world, while they are revealed to those who in
worldly wisdom are but as b'lbes. And wonderful in the rnanifes.
tations of himself to his people, causing them to " rejoice with joy
unspeakable, and full of glory."
,
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And what is the next name by which it has pleased the Father
he .should be called? why, "Counsellor." "His name shall be
called Wonderful Counsellor;" and many reasons may' be given
why this name should be bestowed on him. He counselled with
the Father and Holy Spirit, in the works of nature, providen<?e,
and grace. He was consulted by the Father in the work of crea.
tion, for he said, "Let us make man;" and in the work 'of providence at Babel, for he said, " Let us go down, and there confound
their language, that they may not understand one another's speech."
Gen. xi. 7. He was concerned in that council of peace spoken of
by the prophet, held in eternity, when the scheme of salvation was
fixed, and the way of it settled to be by his incarnation, obedience,
sufferings, and death; and when even the time of his birth and
death were fixed; and when the bles5ings of grace and glory' were
not only determined upon, but even the persons who were to share
in this salvation, and their names all entered in his book of life.
This name, too, agrees with Christ in respect to his people, for
when upon earth he gave them counsel; counselled them, when
hungry and thirsty, to come to him for food; such as were healed
and pardoned, he counselled to sin no more, to do to all men as
'they would men should do to them, and to bear reproaches and
persecutions for his sake. And he still gives his people counsel,
by the ministry of the word; he counsels the poor in spirit to come
to him for riches, the Raked for clothing, the ignorant for spiritual
light and knowledge. Such as feel their perishing state, he counsels'to come to him for salvation; and such as do believe in him
he counsels to abide in him, and to abide by his truths and ordi.
nances. And he is now their counsel in heaven, appears there in
the presence of God for them, represents their persons, presents
their petitions, is their advocate, pleads their cause, and calls for
those blessings promised them ill him before the world began.
Now, another name whicb it has pleased the Father to give to
the Son, is his own name, " The mighty God." And it is fit that
he should be,ar this name; for he is, as he himself declared, one
with the Father; he is, as the apostle calls him, " God manifest in
the flesh." And that he is the Mighty God, appears from the
works done by him, for be created all things out of nothing; "by
him (says the apostle) God made the worlds;" Heb. i. 2. and
having made the worlds, he upholds all things by the word of his
power. That he is God, appears from his redemption-work; for
he has borne the sins of all his people, and delivered them from the
power of Satan, from the curse of the law, and from the second
death. And that he is God, appears from what he now does for
his people. He quiGkens them when dead in trespasses and sins;
gives them spiritual sight; plucks them out of the hands of Satan,
and turns them from his power to God; he is the author and
the finisher of !heir faith; he makes them willing in the day of his
power, to submit to his righteousness, and to be saved by him; he
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supports them under all afflictions, temptations, and desertions;
bears their burdens, and supplies their wants; gives them strength
to do his will and walk in his ways; keeps their feet from falling,
so that they shall not be utterly cast down; and preserves them
safe to his kingdom and glory.
Now, the next name recorded by the prophet, which the ·1l'ather
gives to the Son, may at first sight appear somewhat singular, for
it is that of "Everlasting Father." Now, to explain this, it should
be remembered, that when in eternity the Father chose a portion
of mankind in his Son, because he loved them, he made them all
over to him, to be his spiritual offspring, as a seed that should
serve him, and be counted to him for a generation; they constitute his family, which is named of him; and, as he has ever since
stood in the relationship of a Father to them, and will do so when
time shall be no more, the name is fitly bestowed on him of an
" Everlasting Father."
The last of this list of names given by the prophet, is that of
" Prince of Peace." It is said he was exalted to be a Prince, and
such he is, as the apostle says, " Prince of the kings of the earth ..'
Rev. i. 5. And no doubt he is here called Prince of Peace, because
the author of it between God and sinners; has made it by the blood
of the cross, having mad the chastisement of it laid upon him. He
was concerned in the covenant of peace made with his Father, who
as the apostle says, " was in Christ, ·reconciIing the world unto
himself." He gives to his people internal peace, even in the midst
of-those tribulations and persecutionswhich they meet with from
the world, and will hereafter give them eternal peace.
Now, in that portion of prophecy which I have taken from my
motto, written some seven hundred years before the coming of Christ,
it pleased God to make it clearly known that he would appear in the
world as a man; and then he makes it known what he would be to
his people under that form. " A man shall be as an hiding place
from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a
dry place, and as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land."
Now, in order to ex plain this beautiful prophecy of Christ, let me
first remind you that it was settled between the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost in eternity, that Christ should assume the human nature, in order that he might be the Saviour of those whom the Father had chosen in him, and given to him because he loved them;
and accordingly the Father prepared a body for him, which he was
to assume; and when he proposed this to the Son, the Son replied,
" Lo, I come to do thy will, 0 my God; a body thou hast pre- pared for me." And I need scarcely add, that in the fulness of
time, the Holy Ghost performed his part in this covenant transaction, by a miraculou~ formation of the body. indeed, the Lord
had not left his people ignorant of the form in which the Saviour
would appear: it was intimated in the first promise made to Adam
as "The seed or offspr}ng of a woman." And he has appeared at
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dilfere,nt. times in human shape, to Abraham and Jacob, and to
Monoah and bis wife; and no duubt tbis appearance of him wij.S
made' known and understood by the Lord's chosen ones of that time.
But though thus prophecied of as a man, he was not to bea mere
man, and accordingly God afterwards made it known by another
prophet, that this man would be bis fellow, "Awake, 0 sword,
against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith
the Lord of hosts;" Zech. xiii. 7 and tbis he afterwards made
k~own himself in the days of his flesh, " My Father and I are one,"
Sl!old be. Yea, the man was no less than God's co-equal and coeternal Son,-a man, indeed, he was, but then he was God and man
in one person: or, as the apostle puts it, "God manifest in the
flesh." And what was this God-man to be to his people? why,
what millions have found him to be, when convinced of sin by the
Spirit, of the original sin of Adam cleaving to them, and their own
actual transgressions-a covert from the Father's wrath; yea, a covert frolU that wrath which has been raised by sin, and which he
has declared he will pour out upon them that commit it. This
wrath, indeed, spoken of under the figure of a wind and a tempest,
all men are deserving of, but Christ is promised to his people as a
hiding-place from it, and as a covert from the dreadful tempest of
it. Yea, blessed be his name, he has born it in the room and stead
of his people; he has turned it ,away; he has delivered them from
the dreadful effects of it; he has end ured the whole force of the
storm himself, and his blood, righteousness, sacrifice, and interces.
sion, screen his people from it. Yea, when as the head, surety,
and repr'csentative of his people, he bore the whole weight of the
Father's wrath for them as sinners, so great was the weight, anc.l so
great were the sufferings of it, that he prayed the Father-that if'
it were possible the bitter cup of suffering might pass from him;
but. still he bore it in submission to his Father's will, and from love
to his people to save them from it: " Not my will, but thine be
done," said he, and then with his dying breath proclaimed the work
which the Father had given him to do, a finished work. He had
become a hiding"place from the wind for them, alld a covert from
the tempest. In this sense he has done the work, but in another
sense, he goes on doing it; he hides and covers his people day by
day from Salan's temptations,-" The blast of the terrible ones,"
as they are called, so that they are not and cannot be destroyed by
them. He prays for them-he succours them-he supplies them
with his grace, and delivers them in his own good time. He pro.
tects them from the rage and fury of their persecuting enemies, and
when these winds and waves beat upon them, and they are tossed
with the tempest of affiictions of various kinds, he bears them up
and carries them through, and brings them at last safe to glory.
Yea, thousands have found the truth of this sweet prophecy of
Christ's-they ha\'e found him a hiding-place from the wind, and
a covert from the tempest.
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And what more was it prophecied of THE MAN,-" The man
Christ Jesus," as the apostle calls him? why, "that he sho'uld be
as rivers of water in a dry place." You will frequently find the
grace of Christ spoken of in the scripture under the figure ufwater,
and thus he himself, in his memorable conversation with the Woman
of Samaria, spoke of itas a well of living water; and to denote the
fulness of this gi'ace in him, and the freel1ess of it, it is spoken of
as rivers of water. Yea, as rivers fertilize and refresh the land
through which they flow, so does the grace of Christ refresh the
souls of his people-makes them fruitful-cheers and gladdens
their hearts, and makes them go upon their way rejoicin~. And he
invites his people to come to him, and draw out of his fulness,
grace to help in every time of need. "Ho, everyone that thirsteth; come ye to the waters." He invites them to come unto him
in all circumstances,-when in the dark, for light i-when dead and
lifeless, for life; when weak, for strength i-when sick, for healing i-when hungry, for food i-when disconsolate 'for comfort.
And such as thus come to him shall never be disappointed or· ashamed. "My people (says he) shall never be ashamed ; they shaH
'.know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord
their God: and my people shall never be ashamed." Joel ii. 26.
The grace that is in Christ for his people, is not like a rivulet
which may become 'dry in the summer's draught, it is as a river,
which is no way.lessened by what is drawn from it; nor yet as one
river, but as many flowing, overflowing, everflowing rivers-cool,
'refreshing,fertilizing rivers, such as they are found to be in Arabia,
where, for many hot months, there is''no rain and no dew. Yea,
the man shall be, has been, and now is, according'to the experience
of all his saints, not only" a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest," but as " rivers of water in a dry land."
And what more is pl'ophecied of the man,-the man Christ JeSus
-the man that is God's fellow? why, that ,he should be,.'" as the
shadow of a great rock in a weary land." It has been remarked by
travellers, that in the cool and temperate climate of this favoured
-land in which we dwell, we can have no just notion of the oppressive heat of the sandy deserts of Arabia, where, for many hundred'
miles it is said, not a bush nor tree is to be found to act as shelter
from the burning sun. We must then make up by imagination what
we lack in experience,-imagine to yourselves then, a worn OLit,
weary traveller trudging over the parched deserts of Arabia, under
the scorching rays of a summer's sun, and then imagine to yourselves
this traveller meeting in his way with a large high towering rock
~astilJg its broad dark shade, to screen him from the scorching sun.
Such is Christ, " as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land."
Such is Christ to his saints wearied with sin-with their own and
.others-with Satan's temptations-and with all those troubles which
they meet with, while journeying on through the weary land of this
world, to the city of'their halJitation,-such is Christ to his poor
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worn out,'cast down, fainting people.- He is not only the rock of
ages on which their souls are built, and on which their feet are set,
but revives them with his shadow. And this can be no other than
the shadow of his word and ordinances; and so speaks the spouse
of him ill the Song of Solomon, " I sat under his shadow (says she)
with great delight, and his fruit was sweet unto my taste:" Song
ii. 3. yea, it is under his shadow, in the word and ordinances, that
his saints sit and enjoy sweet communion and fellowship with Christ;
the sound of the gospel is a joyful sound to them; and, as the
Psalmist says, " blessed are the people that know the joyful sound"
-they walk in the light of God's countenance. The Sabbath, when
they meet together to enjoy these ordinances, is no wearisome day
to them, as it was to the Jews who said, " when will the Sabbath be
over, that we may sell corn;" it is a day in which they sit under
Christ's shadow, in the ordinances, with great delight: it is a day in
which they often find his gracious words fulfilled, that" when two
dr three are met together in his name, there he is in the midst of
them:" it is a day which they long for as a day of sweet rest, and
the very place were they meet to have the ordinances dispensed to
. them is, in their esteem, a lovely place-a place of refreshment~s the shady side of a great rock is in a weary land. "0 how amiable
are thy tabernacles, (says David) 0 Lord of hosts! my soullongeth
yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: my heart and my
,flesh crieth out for the living God:' Psalms Ixxxiv. 1, 2. And
they who thus long for Christ in the ordinances shall be satisfied.,
" I will satiate the weary soul, (saith the Lord) and I will replenish
every sorrowful sou!." Jeremiah xxxi. 25. " I will abundantly
bless her .provision, and I will satisfy her poor with bread." Psalm
cxxxii. lb.
Now, as the former part of the text is a prophecy of Christ, and of
what he was to be to his peG pie, so the latter part may be considered
as a promise to them of more light and knowledge in divine and
spiritual things, of Christ, and the sublime truths of the gospel.
" The eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them
that ear shall hearken," The Lord's people are in their nature
- state, like other men, in the dark as to divine and spiritual things;
as the apostle says, "The natural man understandeth not the
things of God, neither can he know them, because they are spiri.
tually discerned." God, for wise reasons no doubt, suffers Satan,
the God of this world, as he is called, to blind the minds of men,
while in their nature state, lest the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ should shine unto them. But God in his own good time,
when he re~enerates his people, enligbtens the eyes of their un'derstandings, so that they can see and rejoice in gospel truths. "God
(as the apostle puts it) shines into their hearts,2 Cor. iv. 6 to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus
Christ."
•
4nu all ,his people shall be thus taught of him: "All thy chil-
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uren (says the prophet in the 54th chap.) shall be taught of the
Lord"-all taught of the Lord himself by his ministeri'l, ana word,
and ordinances, as,meallS, and by his Spirit as the efficient; taught
to know themselves, their vileness, and their sinfulness, and their
folly, and their weakness, and to know Christ as an able, willing
Saviour, and so to know him as to believe in him, receive him, and
to rejoice in him. They shall see Christ by faith-for to see him is
to-believe in him-as he himself said, "Everyone that seeth the
Son, and believeth on him, hath everlasting life:" and to such as
thus see him, the promise is, that they shall see him yet more
clearly, have yet more clear views of him~ and of their acceptance
in him. "The eyes of them that see shall not be dim." "The ears
of th~m that hear shall hearken." They shall hearken to profitand not as others who hear the gospel preached, and yet neither
know its meaning nor feel its power-they shall hear it so as to
understand it, and know the voice of Christ in it from the voice ofa
stranger: they shall hear it so as to detect error, and not be led away by false teachers; yea, God hath promised that "the deaf
shall hear the words of the book, (the gospel, the book of books)
and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of
darkness; and they that erred in spirit shall come to understanding,
and they that murmured shall learn doctrine." Isaiah xxix. 18, &c.
God does this for his people; but not for all men; for of some he
says, " hearing they shall hear, and shall not understand; and see~
ing they shall see, and shall not perceive; lest at any time they
should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and that I should
heal them." Matthew xiii. 14, 15. Of some, the apostle says,
" they are ever learning, and yet never able to come to a knowledge of the truth :" but C~rist is the teacher of his people, and has
promised them his Spirit, who shall guide them unto all truth: as
the prophet says, "he teacheth them to profit, and leadeth them
by the way that they should go." Isaiah xlviii. 17. He teacheth
them to profit, or profitable things-things relating to a knowledg'e
of God in Christ, which is eternal life ; things relating to the person
and offices of Christ; the things relating to the person and operations of the Spirit; things relating to the fallen and depraved state
of man-his proneness to evil, and averseness to that which is good;
things relating to the way of salvation by the gra,ce of God, as thefruit and effect of the love of God, the doctrines of his etemal love
'to his people, and of their redemption by Christ, of their justification by his righteousness, of their pardon by his blood, of their re~eneration by his Spirit and grace, and of his preservation of them
through this world in the way of faith and holiness,. till be brings
them safe to glory. These are the profitable things which Christ by
his word and ministers teach his people; things which serve to display the riches of divine grace, which make for the glory of Christ,
and which his people hear to the joy and rejoicing of their hearts.
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Mlr')' the Lord bless t\:lis portiqn of his word to hi~ people, and
grant them a good ,hope, through grace, that what is here said of
the man Christ Je~us, belongs to them; th~t he is to them a bidingplace from the wind, and a cqvert from th~ teJ;llpest; a,s rivers of
waterin a dry place, and as the shadow of a great rock in a weary
land. May the eyes o~ them, tbat See not be open, and may the
ears of them that hear hearken.

Ha1'fwood, Februar:IJ 1, 1 8 3 2 . .

ELAll.

--000--\
T~OUGHTS,

ON J:>. DISPUTED TEXT.

ON reading the controversy of our brethren on the disputed te~t
in Isaiah xlii. I have. thou,ght that, if the lang'uage of the apos~l~
was atten~iv:el, considered bytheru, they' might understand the
voices of the· prophets. 'f All they are not, ISl"ael's which. are of
Israel: neither are they all children becll/u:;,e they are tbe seed of
Abraham, but in lsaac shall thy seed be, c!1l1ed;, that i~" they whjql)
are the children of tbe flesh, are no:l;,tl1e cb;ildren of yod, but the
~hildren of the promille aJ.;e CQun;ted for the seed ;"Roql. ix. 1-8.
from this tes~imony it will appear, nqtwiths~:J.nding, th,at.ijnde;r the
first oovenant administration, theexte,nlal WQI;sQip of that cOvQnant
was the exclusive privilege oftheJewish QQq)\'"Ye,t. tbet.t:ueoqurcb.
did not; include, the whole of that ~a,tion, nO more, than all the
Gentiles now constitute the spiritual bedy \lllper ,the administr,atio n
~f the new co.venant; but there. WaS a spiritMtstleq in the fQr,m,er,
as well.as in the.latter, who composed the true :chur,ch, oVer ~hich
Christ z's the head: therefore, the votc;e Qf prophecy js ~vQided
,respecting thos.e two seeds; in. the d~nunciation ang the propbetic
promises, it was this precious cluster in the Jew{sh v:ineyard that
,prevented the judgment of God from entirely d~,sola~ing thl; whole
of the Jewish body, until the appointed time arrived when Goq ~ade a
full end of them, by pouring upon th'iJ.m hjs,fieree wJ:atb" an.d thjs be,cause they would not walk in his ways neit~er were Qbedient to his
law, which wa~ the law qf the earn.at. comma.1;ldme:f,lt" tj,nder wh~c/1
they were called to serve him, but tb\s t,urelltenjng in 'po wiiie a,~
plies to, the church, who are now called to serve hir.n u:~~ef'~I\Qther
law; a better covenant established on bett~t; p>roQ1js~s', and w~~
law is spoken of in the 21 st verse of the !lame cpapter in Isai1:\h,
even in the law 0/ the Spir.it, magnified and, ex~lted ill, the r,eig\\ ()f
grace, and to which the attentjoD of the Olcl 'fe1jtament <;hUfCh
was directed, when Christ should est~b:lish judgment among the
. Gentiles, a,nd give those! isles; that law which should go fortI), frq111
mount. Zion; and now the, (,H:spe.nsatioo, being estqb,lishtld, the ele~_
tion camp0sed of the Jew and the Gen:tile connected with
. ~hespiritual seed, ha5 obtained it, even ,t(zZ$ law of faith, the 1;est
were blinded; this acoovots for the. blind s~rvan.t anq. the deaf
Im:essenger spoken of by the prophet, even tha.t part of the Jewish
body that were rejected of God, thus spak e Christ cQu(;eming them:

,J<;,/
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Therefore could they not believe, because Isaiah had said, he
}lath blinded their eyes and hardeneu their hearts, that they should
not see with th~ir eyes, nor understand with their hearts, and
should be converted and 1 should heal them; therefore let us distinguish that voice of the prophet that spake to those who among
the~ feared the Lord, and obeyed the voice of his servant, walking'
in darkness, the darkness of that dispensation; and waiting for the
promise of the light of life which should appear by the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ; hear what God says concerning
them, by the mouth of his prophet. Thus saith the L01'd j as the
wine is fuund in the cluster, and one saith destro.y it not for a blessing
is in it, so will I uo for my serTant's sake, that I may not destroy
them whole. But I will bring a seed out of Jacob, and out of
J udah that shall inherit my mountain, and mine elect ~hall inh~rit
i!, and my servants shall dwell there. Isaiah lxv. 8, 9. Thus
brethren, if we separate the precious from the vile, in readin.g the
prophecies, we shall discover the distinction between the Lord's
servant, and this wicked and slothful servant; the rejected JeWs
who are now cast out of the vineyard; therefore he hath poured
upon him the fury of his anger, and the strength of battle, and it
bath set him oil fire round about; Gbd did this in the destruction
of the first temple, in giving them to the Babylollians for a spoil,
but he has made a full end ofthem, in the destruction ef the second
te~ple, and made them entirely desolate.
A BEREAN.
H

'..I

--000--

ADOPTION.

" Predestinated to the adoption of Children."
ADOPTION is one thing, and each .person knowing it for himself is
another; for adoption in the true original, and scriptural sense,
signifies as applied to the elect, that, before the fOUlidation of the
world, God appointed, and took from the whole human race which
was to be created, a certain and limited number cif men, women, and
children: that those were identified and given to Christ, and from
thence forward were acknowledged and considered to be the only
and all the children of the Most High; and as such, he wrote their
names in his book. It is in this sense alone, that adoption spiritually considered, can be understood according to the word of
eternal truth; because ye are sonsl God hath senl\ forth tbe spirit
of his Son into your hear~s, crying Abba (or my) Father. From
hem:e it appears that our addption ipto the .family of heaven is not
by being born aga,in, for this is performed in time ,; but our adoption is as an-tient. 'as the beginning if the 'c/'eatiO,n f!l God, when
Christ the head of the family existed; and the whole elect family
as his bod'y,set up in him the/everlastillg head.
To'know, experience, or enjoy the spirit or privilege of our being. adopted as sons of God, it is necessary that we feel that the
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blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin; that we believe
that his righteousnesss justifieth us freely, fully, and eternally from
every charge of delinquency; and, by the all powerful, though se'cret operations of the Spirit upon our mind, that we consider, and
believe that our names are written in the Lamb's book of life; this
was by the dear Redeemer on the subject of successful preaching,
suggested to his disciples, and the seventy returned again with joy,
saying, " Lord, even the devils are subject unto us throngh thy
name;" and he said unto them, " I beheld Satan as lightning faIling from heaven, but, notwithstanding, in this rejoice not, that the
spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your
names are written in heaven."
To assert that those men were fools, or enthusiasts, is a sin that
. ought to he pumshed by the judges ; and to rejoice in that of which
they were totally ignorant, is a reflection Oil common sense; but
their names were written in heaven, and they Illust have known
tnat they were so written, therefore to rejoice in the knowledge of
this writing is to enjoy the true spirit of adoption" .
-000----

LOVE TO THE BRETHREN.

"We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the
brethren; he that loveth not his brother abideth in death,"

THrs is a passage mainly used for the support of religious delusion,
is indisputable; for the majority of poor sinners, who according to
their duty, seek the law at the priest's mouth, have this passage stuf.
fed into their brains, and fastened there as a standing criterion for
conversion, regeneration, the beginning of the good work, right
t? baptism and the Lord's supper, and as a preparation for death;
and almost every doubtful case in experimental religion is plastered
over with the quotation of this scripture. The natural consequences of which is evident delusion: for the poor sinner who receives this truth any other way than aR it centres in Christ Jesus,
must believe that the brethren here spoken of, are the people with
whom he is acquainted: probably in the same congregation, and
of the same sentiment in doctrines and ordinances; and to all intents and purposes, they must be con,temporary with him in point
of time, according to the scheme of delusion; or, how can he love
them? and if he does not love them how can.he by this truth
prove that he is passed from death unto life CJ
The brethren here, are the election of grace, and none else; and
as s'uch are members of the mystical body of Christ: and by consequence, the only scriptural focus in or by which the brethren are
or can be seen, is Christ the head of that election. That any man is
passed from death unto life, it will be found essential that such an
one love the Lord Jesus Christ; for he is the supreme head of this
body, and therefore a member; I will declare thy name unto my
brethren. No man ever loved Christ as a complete Saviour till h~
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knew that Christ saved him by his precious blood sprinkled upon
his conscience: and being saved with such a salvation, his love to
us constrains our love to him. Being thus by the spirit of grace
brought to the fountain of Israel, to Jesus tbe ancient of days, we
discover that the brethren are the members of his, body, loved with
the same love, chosen in the same choice, redeemed with the same
blood, taught by the same Lord, preserved by the same power"a,nd
secure of, and hastening to, the same eternal glory. From he,nce
it is c,lear, that to love the brethren, is to love the whole electfamily
as such; and Christ the head of that family, with love superlative:
and, as DO man can attain to this,. till he is cleansed from sin by
blood, so, one interest is common to the whole; and acting under
the infl uence of such a disposition, an honourable believer will confess that the general welfare of the whole is the object at which he
t"'

1

-"'\\

aims, in his particular purposes. For the love qf Christ constraineth
us, because we thus Judge, that if one diedJor all, then were all dead,
and that he diu! for all, that the1j which live should not henciforth
live unto themselves, but unto him who died for them and rose
'
again.
As every vessel of eternal mercy is in Christ, flesh of his flesh,
and bone of his bone; so the appearance that Chl"ist mak~s as the
bead of the church his body, must reflect the exact appearance, or
likeness of every such vessel of eternal mercy. From these observations, as well as the whole tenor of the' word of God; our full
possessions in beaven are to be participated whilst we are on earth;
and love to the brethren personally considered lis a part of our
blessed portion here.
Let it be further observed, tbat no one man can claim the love
and aflection, of another, as a vessel of eternal mercy, till he believes, knows, and feels, that he is saved from sin; an'd, as there is
no cleansing from sin without the blood of the Lamb of God, so,
with such a man, the knowledge of Christ and him crucified is the
only criterion by which he can in heart hold communion an,d fellowship with any person, as a member of the mystical body of
Christ; there are seven descriptions of them-The first is, the new
birth-the second. repentance, which needeth not to be repen·
ted of-the third, true, circumcision-tIle fourth, following of
Christ-the fifth, marriage to Christ-the sixth, possessing the
spirit of adoption-the seventh" love to the brethren and complete passage from death unto life. "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant
mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, by theresllrrection of Jesus Christ from the dead; to an inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away; reserved in heaven for
you who are" kept by the power of GO,d through faith unto
,salvation."
) I

J.C-r.
'(,
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To the Editors 0/ tlte Gospelll1agazine.
OF SIN AND ITS CONSEQUENCES.

MESSRS EDITORS,
~ FIND in your last Number

some judicious" remarks" made upon
Psa. Ixxxix. 30,31,32, 33. by your correspondent, W. W. there
are others in the same piece which to me appears exceptionable,
and though I wish not to indulge in controversy, I cannot suffer
~hem to pass unnoticed. I do however believe the good man wrote
from motives of sincerity, if possible, to promote the glory of the
tord; however it may 'fail to effect the desired end. On the same
ground I take my position, looking alone to the aids of his eternal
Spirit to guide me in what I may offer in reply to some of his" remarks," \vhich shall be for the edification of his redeemed family,
down to the 74 line, page Ill. there is not a shade of difference
between my brother's views and my own-but I cannot agree with
him that the satisfaction of our ever adorableChtist who bore all the
p,unishment ofsin under its penal consequences laid upon him by (he
Justice of the Father, exempts the church from that line of conduct
which Jehovah, as a pure simple essence of perfection exercises
or disciplines his family with in her militant state. 'Tis true by
virtue of our ancient standing in the great head of union, we are
complete, the righteousness he wrought out justifies us in his holy
sight, so that not a single spot shall be found upon. us when he maketh up the number of his elect. Under new relation bonds of
regeneration, we pass from death unto life, and" having our consciences purged from dead works" we walk under the appellation of
children, crying Abba Father; still this does not set aside his
sovereign rebuke at our misconduct manifested in the inconsistent
walk of disobedience. If, saith the Lord, I ama Father, " whel'e
is mine honour r" To this I am a daily witness, and can testify
with thousands of the Lord's children, that to "observe lying va.nities is to forsake our own mercies." The rules of common society
,established upon equity, demand consistency, but the church have
a much higher court to authorize, and t he word 0'£ unerring trutll
is, if a brother walk disorderly he must be rebuked and corrected;
this is the voice of the Lord in the churches, and when sanctified
to be restored in the bowels of affection, then will David's prayer
be heard, 0 Lord against thee have I sinned. Sin under the teaching of God's correcting grace became a burden to him notwith.
standing the curse of that sin was in the great stipulation, and
which before this period of complaint, David had passed. under the
pardon of his iniquities, and had been washed' through the sacrifi.
cial offerings of the then dispensation; the graces of the Spirit had
1?een poured out upon his soul, he was one of the Lord's free-men,
'but he had fallen a prey to his lusts. The corruptions and sinful
pr~pens~ties of our nature, if not wisely overruled, would steel the
man of God against all contrition, but the Lord has his furnaces in
Zion to melt down the drops that the pure gold may shine the
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brighter; Peter knew something of its effects when the Lord's
refulgent 'eye looked upon him, and Job, through the same blessed
me<Uum when he exclilimed, I am vile, and prayed for a days.man to
come in between him and the Almighty. The eternal ties of cove.
nant love is one thing, the comforts of them is another, and a distinction between the tW9 must alwaysbe maintained; I ask if the revealed
will of inspi ration is at all to be our directory, and which the divine
agent is continually applying either for doctrine, edi6catjon, Or re..
proof; where is the impropriety of saying the children of God all of
them moreor less come llnder the correcting fod, laid on by the hand
of an affectionate Father; I have no hesitation in declaring that sin
committed in direct opposition to scripture-rule, will not fail to
meet with such trea~ment, and when I hear Christian men talk
lightly of sin with a bare assertion that the whole was charged
upon Christ, giving themselves no concern about it, it leads me to
pity their weakness rather than to justify them, who ever may
contend to the contrary; I know by painful experience, that sin is
my .greatest bu.rde~l. Here ~ may b~ told tha,t experience is not
ChrISt-that faith IS not ChrISt, but Will anyone tell me they are
not chilnnels to Christ; no one who have felt the office-wor~ of the
Thirli Person in the glorious Trinity, in his saving benefits upon the
heart can deny it; but this, according to my brother's remarks, is
looking through a legal medium, iqeas blown up by the devil and
unbelief; I call it grace meeting ,the poor backsliding sheep under
the hand of the rod, in answer to the Cry" restore unto me the joys
of thy salvati<;>n." That there are sQme instances whe~'e the Lord
withdraws from the soul in a sovereign way to draw <;>ut some fresh
acts of faith upon himself, without cOllsciQ\.ls guilt, I admit ilS in
the case when he left communing with Abraham who returned to his
own place; the same restless soJicitude have been the COlllmon
lot of God's Israel in all ages, in the varioQS dispen~atiol"\s of divine
providence, which takes in the true meanltlg oftribulation, anguish,
or sorrow, and form sufficient ground for prayer to direct, to deJi~
vel', to keep, and to bear up the mind under conflicting storms of
adversity which we have to pass through; but let any Christian read
Psalm cvii. and the affliction there spoken of is of a different
cast; "fools because of their transgressions, and because of their
iniquities are afflicted.» Jonah tells us he cried out of the belly of
hell; Did he procure that hell of feeling to himself? and Do not
all the falls of God's people mentioned in holy writ. prove ~he
same truth? When Paul mll,de a vow, and entered into the charge
what was the result? V/hen Moses glorified not the Lord of the
rock, what followed but the Lord's displeasure on that account?
the Lord also declared to David, thy 'sin is put away, but" the
sword shall never depart from thine house;" and many like him
have had a keen remembrance of their backslidings to the grave.
The warfare with God's chosen is between grace and sin, and so
loog as they are in this waste· howling wilderness, and carry about
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a body of sin suited to every temptation, so long will they !Jave
need to adopt David's prayer, Deliver me from presumptuous sin~
o Lord! Free grace men under divine influence, will plead against
Ilin, there 5s nothing cuts so deep, or there would be no need to cry,
heal the bones which thou hast broken; and this healing remedy
lays me under the greatest obligation of gratitude to him who
"hates putting away;" when I hear men preaching or writing
doctrinal truth, leaving out the experimental part of it, I can have
no great communion, because they give but little evidence they
are partakers of its fruits. Mr. Toplady, that great champion ill
theolog-y, always connected its concomitant parts, and was a
staunch conten,der for the power of feeling sin subdued in his walk,
as well as atoned for by the great sill-bearer, and lamented the innate depravity of sin in all its operations, while he sung
"A debtor to mercy alone,"

he never lost sight of his own sinfulness and helplessness. 'Tis
here "sweet gratitude awakes and sings the ascended Saviour's
love."
You, Messrs. Editors, have again and again declared yourselves
to be, in the sight of Unsullied Purity, miserable sinners; grace
has taught you and led you into this great lesson, and no doubt
but it continually led you to confess before the foot-stool of divine
mercy, the abundant grace put forth through the crimson blood of
Christ to cleanse you from the stain of transgression; it has
me, but I never forget the worm.wood and gall, sin daily bring
to my remembrance. I have reason to praise, and I have also
great cause for prayer to be kept by the great power of his mighty
arm, least I turn aside to do evil. '
An old proverb says a burnt child dreads the fire, and J want
not to go from home for an evidence of this truth, notwithstanding
my "sins which are many are all forgiven me." That the Lord
may bless'these few lines I have written on the subject, as it has
been blessed to my own soul,to some travelling in the same track, is
the earnest desire of yours and theirs in the best of bonds.'

Esse:r:, March loth, 1832;

J. G.

---000---

A MEMOIR OF THE

L~T£

REV. NICHOLAs NEwcoMBE.

(Continued from p. 215.}
R.ETURNING to our af1'airs at home, I may say, that although
there never was a very great spirit of hearing among us, yet the
word was blessed now and thell, to the conversion of some, but
the prospeq of a church numerous in members being established,
was continually clouded, by the circumstance of converted per.
sons being taken from us by death, or the want of adequate em·
ployment ,in their several vocations, so that we never mustered
more than twenty two members at a time, and but for a very short
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period so many; but we could boast that the number might have
been greatly increased if we would have relaxed in discipline, or in
the strictness of those written laws (or rules for church governm~nt)
which everyone admitted among us was required to sign. However, although contemptible in number, we went on comfortably,
and I think prosperously; myself partial, (perhaps too partial) to
them, and they (I believe) equally partial to me, and 1 may safely
challenge any of them to contradict when I say that I not only la..
boured among them gratis, but was always ready to assist any that
needed it in t~mporals, particularly by lending them sums of
money (without receiving interest for it) whereby to enable them to
go on in business~ a conduct which I would not recommend to any
minister \yho may read this, as hence there is certainly a danger
of hearers sO,on imagining that they have a claim on ministers for
hearing them, instead of ministers having a claim on them for
preaching to them; and in short, whatever is done in this way, if
any thing additional be refused, gratitude for past favours is in
~ain looked for, and its direct opposite soon presents itself, so base

zs the human heart.
For some years nothing very particularly occurred, with the exception of an unexpected discovery of some professors (a member
of our church the chief among them) having for a long time privately lived in the practice of a sin which it would not be prudent.
here to name, but which could not then escape the most severe reproof, and the dismissal of the person just allnded too, ~or rather
his advised withdrawment) from church membership. This circumstance was the means lof t'ran'sforming tae highest profess,ed
friendship for me, into the most profound hatred, and was undouht_
edly the chief or primary cause of their conduct, (in conjunction
with one of their friends) in the division already twice named, as
hereafter to be noticed.
Some time in the year 1806, I was unhappily induced to inform
the person.then called the patron of this borough, that if'he persevered in permitting the town (a large part of which was his) to fall
irito ruins, (perhaps the number of inhabitants, and of course of
electors, might be diminished) and did not also by the following
spring at furthest, fulfil his long promise of taking down an old
tottering market house, and building another; I positively should
procure a candidate at the next election) who in spite of fictitious
votes would certainly be chosen, as every elector who had the most
,distant pretension to independance, would undoubtedly endeavour
to rescue the place from ruin, by supporting him; however the
~hreat was so far disregarded that nothing was done, and the farfamed Colonel Wardle being recolnmended, and having at first
privately visited me, and professed his high veneration for civil'and
religious liberty, (in which 1 have no doubt he was strictly, sillcere)
I did not hesitate to introduce him to such of my friends woo were
VOL. iVII.-No. VI.
2K
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known by me lo be favourable to an opposition, from a motive si.
milar to my own, or withhold from him a promise of support, by
every lawful means within my power; and having went thus far;
(without considering that my mind might be more employed
in electioneering than was consistent for a nfinister of Christ) I
could not in honour refrain from acting suitably hereunto, but the
unlawful means generally had recourse to in those cases, was never
once practizedby me, neither do I believe that a single vote was
obtained by a present bribe, or the promise of a future one; yet,
as before declared, I consider my interference, as an unhap~y circumstance for myself, because it attracted too much of my attention,
anxiety, and exertion, and I think provoked the Lord to permit
my enemies to bring about that heart. rending clivi, ion in our
church which is to be spoken of, and to all ministers and private
Cbristians I would now say, profit by my exam pIe, and never take
an active part in any borough ejection ..
The place wherein we had met for public worship, belonged to
the patron of the borough whom I had opposed, and was held by
us at a yearly rent, and (as might have been expected) we soon received six months notice to quit, and we also quickly found that
almost every large room in the town that might have been parted
with was held under the same person, who had interfered to prevent
llis tenants, and everyone else he could influence, from parting
with the one they held; we were therefore constrained to determine
to build ~ place by the aid of subscriptions, and having procured
promises from ministers at a distance, to visit and preach during
my absence, as often as they possibly could, I left home'for the
purpose of collecting in London, and a few other large towns, but
it so happened that a regular supply, could not be obtained from
the gentlemen just alluded too, and as the clerk of the baptist
church at Exeter, (a discharged soldier) who ·was in the habit of
visiting this market to sell earthenware, for his master had lately
commenced preaching, and was heard by many of my congregation in the \Vesleyan place of worship here, and approved of, and
our Deacon (on whom alone my dependence could be placed for
procuring any other supply) being about to be absent from home
for several weeks, was indu,ced to consent that this man should
officiate for me, until I returned.
. Of this app'ointment I certainly did not approve, for reasons
more numerous than my readers can conjecture, and which I shall
not name, least I should be supposed to be influenced by pr~judice,
and events soon proved that herein I was perfectly right. Within
a very short period, I from time to time, Teceived letters from my
most steady friends, which informed me that my hitherto comparatively private enemies, from causes before hinted at, had began to
bhew themselves by speaking disrespectfully of me, in which it was
said they were encouraged by their new preacher, who had taken
it upon him to examine into and condemn. my conduct, in church
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government; and alsoin private intimated, that although baptism by
immersion might not be necessary to salvation, yet it certainly was a '
dutywhich ought to be performed, (a weapon I believe, often used by
many of his brethren for the purpose of weakening theindepcndents,
and strengthening their own churches) and I am inclined to think,
that if this effect were no longer to be produced by it, the number
of its champions would be gr~atly diminished,. for I cannot be
persuaded to think, that any man of common sense can suppose
that it is of much consequence whether the water be tbrown upon
us, or we be thrown into the water when we are baptized, particularly as neither OLll" Lord or any of his apostles have t"hougbt it
of sufficient consequence to leave behind them any directions on
the subject, and as to their plea of no baptism being valid which
is administered on a man before he believes, it is certainly contra'dieted by their own conduct: for no believing adult, who has been
baptized in their way before he believes, (which very frequently
happens, as confessed by themselves, particularly among the general baptists) is ever again baptized by any de&cription of baptists
after he belie\'es, which certainly proves, tltey do llot really doubt
of the validity of his baptism) although it took place or was administered before he believed, an observation which I have here
introduced, because I do not recollect that I have ever met with it
in any book I have read on this controversial subject.)
"
I was also informed by a gentleman of Exeter, who happened at
this time to visit the metropolis, (where I was then collecting) that
the Exeter friends of this man entertained hopes (raised chiefly by
his wife who frolll thence had visited this place) that mycongregation would be divided, and a baptist interest be established, a thing
thought the more likely from the circumstance of worldly people
of the opposite side in the election, having encouraged and supported h i m , '
,
As I was not a stoick, but rather highly susceptible of affront,
particularly when presented chiefly from persons who were under
high obligations to me; my constitution received a shock producing a bilious habit, which had such an effect upon me, that my
efforts to procure further subscriptions, were in. spite of myself
weakened, and at last entirely destroyed, as I could scarcely walk
the streets without danger of falling down; resolution had fled from
me, and on attempting to enter houses, Hoods of tears would
prevent me, so that I did not I think obtain a shilling during the
last fortnight of my stay in London.
On my return home as may well be supposed, 1 could not without being a hypocrite (a character detested by me, even before I
kilew any thing about religion) appear to mauifest any friendship
for, or thankfulness unto this ministerial assistant; a circumstance
whi~h was afterwards placed at the head of excuses for setting him
up as a rival, and procuring for him the meeting room which I had
received notice to quit; however to prevent as I imagine" any mis-
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trust of this opposition being premeditated, he left the town in 1
think a Qay or two, and waited I apprehend at Exeter for a formal
call from his supporters, (two of them members of our church who
had been set up in business by me, but had been refllsed an addi.
tional10an of a hundred pounds, because I could not part with it
without hurting myself) which call he soon received, and very rea.dily accepted (deeming it as he said a call from the Lord) and his
return was not long delayed, and as a baptist linendraper at a
distance had sent goods here to be disposed of by his shopman,
(who was also a baptist) he was employed under the latter as an
assistant, without which he could not long have remained here, and
a very few weeks had elapsed before he waited on the respectable
baptist minister before noticed, for the purpose no doubt of informing him what had happened; a dainty rporsel unquestionably, for
disappointment and revenge, (which naturally is sweet to all of us)
and the fruit oJ this visit, to a demonstratio,nlproved, that it was
greedilyswallowed; for if the party may be credited, money was
obtained, and the reverend gentleman was soon here, for the purpose of preaching, and baptizing two of my most inveterate enemies (one of them a member of our church) and if I am rightly
informed, so destitute was he of a sympathizing spirit On behalf of
a brother minister, that he actually triumphed in the pulpit, in
saying that he was then preaching in a place which some time
before had beei} refused to him, which by the bye was not true, as
it had never been asked for him, and the most.distant hint had never
been, presented to me of his wishing to preach here: but I certainly
do not mean. to accuse him oftellinga known lie, I am ratherinclin,ed
to think that the falsehood came from some other quarter, (that is
to say that he had been misled) however the triumph did not be.come a minister of Christ.
In a few weeks after two more candidates for baptism, followed the
,example before~amed, (I will not say any thing about the fitness for
it which either of the four afterwardsdisplayed) the ordinances ofthe
Lord'ssu pperwas also administered ,and the baptist interest consider,.
ed as established, and it& continuance was certainly the more likely,
.from the circumstance of the shopman befpre qtentioned, setting up
trade here for himself, and continuing to employ the minister first
in his shop at home, and afterwards in a shop which he opened in a
neighbouring village, and also at Torrington, ~vhere he was three
days in the week, and had two and a half per cent on the goods he
sold, instead of a salary; and so unlimited was the confidence of
the master.in his 'servant (as heafterwards told me) that he never kept
any account of the' goods he entrusted him with, or the money
~hich he received at the end of every week, a confidence of which
he at last repented and no longer attended his preaching, whether
groundlessly or not, 1 shall not take it upon me here to determine,
although in my own mind I am perfectly decided, and be this as it
may, the baptIst cause, and the preacher's popularity, before t'n a
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ieclining state, began to move downwards 'moreswiftly until it
came to the point at which it has arrived at the time of !'Dy writing
this, and which in its proper place I shall notice, as far as is necessary to those Memoirs of my Life, which I have purposed to bring
before the readers of this Periodical Work.
But to ret~rn to my own more immediate concerns. From cir•
. cumstance before named, l' found it very difficult to procure a
room, even at a most exorbitant rent, to meet in, before our meet.
iog house could be built, and equal difficulty in procuring a spot
of land to build on, or stones wherewith to builo, every stone quarry
near being the pro'perty of the borough patron; so that llfter a spot
of land was procured,we were obliged to wait the discovery of a
new one, by opening the ground in several places, and those
I things accomplished, and the place ,being completed, we had the
mortification to find that our congregation was less than we had
formerly in the room, but not so much owing to the number who
attended with otlr opponents, as to the prejudices which prevailed,
not only again$t professors, but' against rellgiob itself in collse,quence of t!}e dissentions noticed. And here before I advance to
other circumstances, mOre closely connected wit~ the subject just
named, I feel constrained to turn aside for the purpost;l ofmentiouing a strange occurrence, which about thi$ time took place with
respect to myself, beseeching my readers to divest themselves of all
idea of fancy or fear producing it.
,.
(To be Continued.)
---000--~HOUGHTs

\

ON THE STATE AND CHARACTER OF THE THREE
FRIENDS OF JOB.

As I have never heard or seen any attempt to develope the character of these men, I can only refer to two books on the occasion, I
mean thc bible, and the book of personal experience; taking these
for my guides, I trust their state and character may be satisfactorily described.
•
I
The state and character of Job are generally understood by the
well taught of the family of God, yet, as they are too closely connected with the history of his friends, a brief view of them will be
necessary.
The state of Job is described by God hi lTlself; he is said to be a
perfect and an upright man, one that feCI red God l;l.lld eschewed
evil; and the Lord condescended. to say to Satan, there was none
Jike Job in all the earth. i. 1- S. From these declaratiom; we learn
that he was born of God, ju;stified fredy byhis grace, and thatthe
fear of God was put into his heart, so that more evidence peed not
to be adduced in support of his ~tate, or true dignity in llhe sight
of God.
,
But whh respec~. to hjs character, he was not one of the deeply
taught of the household of faith; he was acquainted wit m, the doc.-
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frine of .human depravity, and the source from whence it flowed,
xxxi. 33. yet ,the decei~fulness of sin was bllt little understood.
The roatof the matter was in him xix. 28. but the root of pride
put forth its shoots, its buds, and its fruit unperceived. He bad
been eminent for works of charity and humanity, but he remem.
bered not who gave him the ability. He had dothed the naked
and relieved the indigent, but knew not when he had done all that
was commanded him, he was but an unprofitable servant. He had
assisted the fatherless and caused the widow's heart to sing for joy;
but he forgot that it was God who had worked in him la will and
to do of his good pleasure, so that he took the glory to himself instead of giving it-to God; in short, though he was righteous before
God, clothed in the immaculate righteousness of Christ, yet looking at his works with unhallowed complacency, he became" righteous in his own eyes" xxxii. L and building so much wood, hay,
and stubble upon the foundation, it was necessary. that ·the fire
should try his work. 1 Cor. iii. 11-15.. At first he was patient,
and manifested much submission to the divine will: but presently
tbe operation of the fire caused a stream of scum and lava to flow,
and he then proved what was in his heart, by what came out of it.
,iii. The contention began, and the voice of the old man, and the
voice of the new one, were, by turns, audible. Job confes~ed, that
he had sinned, and begged that God would pardon him, vii. 20,21.
ihen he insisted there, was no injustice in his hands, and that his
prayer was pure. xvi. 17. Rather than endure chastisement he
begged,that God would destroy him, vi. 9. but presently, he said
" though he slay me, yet will I trust in him." . xiii. 15. He said
that he knew God would not hold hiln innocent; ix. 28. but he
soon declared, that he knew his Redeemer liveth, and that in his
flesh he should see God. xix. 25, 26. He begged tbat God would
shew him why he contended with him, x. 2. though he 'had acknowledged, if a man contend with God) he could not answer him.
ix. 2, 14. He wished 10 be weighed in an even balance, x,xxi. 6.
though he had before talked of a surety. xvii. 3. Thouknowest
said, be, that [ am not wicked, x'. 7. yet he had said, if he justified
himself-his own month would condemn him. ix ..20. He said
God watched over his sin, and had sealed his transgression up in a
bag; xiv. ! 6, 17, while he bad said before, he had endeared his
cause and knew that he should be justified-that his righteousness
he would hold fast and not let it go, his heart should not reproach
him as long as he lived. xiii. 1S. xxvii. 6. 0 said he, that I knew
where I might find him, that I might come even to his seat; I
would order my cause before him and fill my mouth with arguments
xxiii. 3,4. yet aJlthis could amount to nothing, for he said, pre.
sently, God bad taken away his judgment, in whIch case his appeal
must be unsuccessful. xxvii. 2. In all these expressions,we have
a strange mixture'of faith and unbelief; sometimes one predomi,nant, and then the other: at one time confessing his faults, and at
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another, justifying his ways. He ca'rried on the cQntest till his
way grew darker, and bis prospects were more gloomy; rebellion,
desperation, and discontent abounded; God held back the face of
his throne, and spread his cloud upon it; xxvi. 9. the joy of sal.
vation was denied, and at length he cried, "0 that I were as in
months past, as in the days when God preserved me; when his
candle shined upon my head, and when by his l'ight I walked
through darkness, as I was in the days of my youth when the secret
of God was upon my tabernacle." xxix. 2, 3, 4. 'Here he appears like a child of Go'd in his right mind; but he soon appe<;lrs
the self-justiciary again, " my desire is that the Almighty would
answer me, I would declare unto him the number of my steps, as
a prince would I go near unto him;" xxxj. 35. his last speech on
that occasion, was soon finished, his friends were silent, and Job
.remained " r£gltteous £n ht's own eyes," xxxii. 1.
In this situation, Elihu found Job and his friends, and his ang'er
was kindled against the whole; against Job, for justifying himself
rather than God, ~xii. 2, and against his friends, because they had
found no answer, and yet had condemned Job, vel'. 3. He reproved
Job for maintaining that he was clean without transgression;
fer saying that he was innocent, and that there was no iniquity i~ .
him; xxxiii. 9. for contending that he was righteous, and that
God had taken away his judgment; xxxiv. 5. for not beari~g
cbastisement, and for not turning away from his iniquity; v. 31,32.
Jor not confessing his ignorance, and for not begging for divine
teaching, 32, for speaking without knowledge, and uttering words
without wisdom, 35, for adding rebellion to his sin, and multiplying his words against God, 37, for maintaining that his righteousness was more than God's, and that it was cruel for God to afflict
him in that manner. xxxv. 2. xxx. 21. Elihu insisted that just
judgment was always with God, and that he would not be called to
the bar of man to give any account of bis matter. xxxiii. 13. In
a strain admirably instructive, he informed Job, that the wisdom,
the knowledge, and the government of God were in a " vast profound" that a human line could not fathom, and tbat however dark
the dispensations, yet equity and sovereignty reigned. He. pro~
ceded, like a God·taught man, to shew Job the end God intended to
have answered in the chastisement of his people; and that however
great their afflictions, his eye was ever upon them. He pointed
out the propriety of submission to the divine will; at the same time
he directed the sufferer to the only source of consolation. xxxvi.
7-10. xxxiii. 14-30. Job continued silent, but he remained
where he was; and as he had said he wanted to be hrought to the
" seat" of God to argue his cause with him, the Lord granted his
request, but his" seat" was erected in a different place to what
Job expected, for" the-Lord answered Job out of the WHIRLWIND."
xxxviii.!. The first question of the Judge is impressive. "Who
is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?" You.
THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
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have promised, Job, to order your cause before me, and fill your
mouth with arguments. "Gird up now thy loins like a man, for I
will demand of thee, and answer thou me." xxxviii. 1,2,3. Job
returned no answer, but the Lord gave him a lecture on creation and
power, and wisdom, and sovereignty; he informed him that he had
made all them, and tha~ he had reigned and governed ever since;
and that in all the departments of providence and grace, not one
thing, however minute, had been overlooked, or forgotten. He
then turned to Job's contention with him and said, "Shalt he that
contendeth with the Almigltty instruct Mm ? he that reproveth God
let him answer it I" xl. 2. Job then spoke, but his ca.use and his
arguments failed together; he threw up his brief, and pleaded
guilty, and his language was that of humble submission; the language of a sinner saved by grace, convinced of his error, and innate
depravitY,?efore God. "I am vile said he, What shall I answet
thee? I will lay my hand upon my mouth: once have I spoken,
but I will not answer; yea twice, ~ut I will prove no further," 4, 5.
The Lord, still in the whirlwind, challenged Job again. "Gird
up now thy loins like a man: I will demand of thee, and declare thou
unto me; WIlt thou disannul myjudgment ? Wilt thou condemn me
tJiat thou maycst be rigltteous "I" The Lord continued his lecture on
wisdom and -sovereignty till Job was brought to his proper place,
and he confessed his ignorance and guilt before God, declaring
that he had uttered things that he understood not, and things too
wonderful for him that he knew not: to acknowledge that all he
knew before, was but as the hearing of the ear, but now said he,
mine eye seeth thee', wherefore I abhor myself and repent in dust
and ashes. xlii. 1-6. The fire and the file had now been sufficiently
exercised; submission was produced, and" mercy rode post haste
to'deliver him," when "the Lord turned the captivity of Job"
into the liberty of the free.borh sons of Zion.
, Several of the expressions of Job have a different construction
put upon them by writers and speakers, such as " till I die I will not
remove my iategrity from me; my righteousness I hold fast, and
willl'lot let it go ; my heart shall not reproach me as long as I live."
" Then I said, I shall die in my nest: and I shall multiply my
days as the sand. xxvii. 5, 6. xxix. 18. It has been said that
these two, especially, shew the strength of Job's faith in laying
hold of Christ's righteoU3ne~s, and his confidence in divine faithfulness. I can readily admit that strong faith was in exercise
when he said, " though he slay me, yet will I trust in him," and
"I know that my Redeemer livedl," &c. &c. xiii. 15. -xix. 2527. But the scriptures above cited, express the language of selfconfidence: he esteemed his own works so highly, that he made
them" splendid sins," and thought they deserved God's approbation rather than his fnrnace. This made Eliher say, "take heed,
regard not iniquity,jor this thou hast chosen rather than aifliction."
Ixxxvi. 21. Where Job had written merit, God had written tekel;
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and when God" bound him in felters, and held him in cords of
affliction that he might shew him his works, xxxvi. 8, 9. Job :.uid,
God had became cruel unto him, xxx. 21. and so earnest was he
in defence of his works, that he said the Lord had not exercised
just judgment towards him, or rather, that he had taken it away.
x xvii. 2. Hence, the Lord's interrogatory; "lYilt t!tou also 'disan .

nul my Judgment? TYilt' thou condemn me, tltat t!tou mayest be
righteous?" It is easy to take a single text of scripture without
regarding the context, or connexion, and by putting it into the
fire of a heated imagination, and laying it hot 011 the anvil, you
may draw it into any thing; but by weighing the history of Job
with the expostulation of Eilher, and the decision of God, these
scriptures will 'not bear any other interpretation.
Having run through the history of Job, I shall entet· upon that
of his friends, which will be the subject of another paper.
,
A MINISTER OF CHRIST'S GOSPEL.
(To be concluded in our next.)
-000---

A BASKET OF

FRAGMENTS FOR GOsPEL
FEEDERS.

READERS

AND GOSPEL

MOST men have the branch of profession, but il is only an ,artificia~
one, where there is not the real or genuine robt of God's grace in
the heart.-God is with his people in prosperity, and he will not.
forsake them in adversity; and when we think that we shall certainly
perish, and every prospect of relief and support is, dark and gloomy,
God will provide for us in that Wt;ty and manner which will the
most display his wisdom, power, and goodness, and therefore it
becomes us to " commit our way unto the Lord and !te will bring it to
pas~."-\Ve may know, and be acquainted With many rich, great,
and learned persons, and be able to converse with them about the
various arts and sciences, commerce, politics, and so forth, but all
our knowledge will be of no avail to us in a dying hour, unless we
know Jesus Christ the despised Nazarene and the mighty God.
God is unchangeable in his nature, attributes, perfections, and
.decrees, and therefore to whom he manifests his presence and favor,
he will ever regard, and they need never be afraid of his wrath or
displeasure.-Doubting Christian, if God had mea.nt to destroy
you, be would not have accepted the offering of Christ, which is
yours by imputation, neither would he have revealed to you by
the teachings of his Spirit, those things which are for your pl"(~sent
and eternal welfare. The house of the Lord is any place and every
place, appointed for Christians to assemble at, for tpe worship of
that God whose presence is unbounded, and whose power is unl''''
mited. :,'
' ,
' Faith kept in e'xerci$e by it~'author, will always prevent spir~j
tual fainting.-The time of 9\11" fainting is God's time of strengthVOL. VlI.-N.0. VI.
'2 ~
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ening, and when we think we have the least might, God will give
the most strength.-As Joseph's brethren would never have known
him unless he had made himself known unto them, so none of
God's famay would ever know and become acquainted with
Christ, unless Christ was to make himself known to them. The
Christian may fall foully, but he canllot fail finally; yea, he may
even faH to the very door or threshhold of' bdl, but God will never
permit him to fall into hell; therefore his enemies need ·never re.
joice, for so sure as he- falls so sure will he rise again, and the best
rising will be at the hour of death when his soul shall rise from
earth to heaven, to sit at God's right hand for ever. Psa. cxlv. 14-.
Prov. xxiv. 16. Micah vii. 8.
Man by nature and practice, is disgusting, imperious, ungrateful, unbelieving, and malicious; yea, of all creatures he is the
most proud, sinful, and wicked, for he is destitute of all good, and
possessed of all evil, therefore the Psalmist might well wonder and
be astonished that such a base creature and hellish monster as man,
should be the object of God's notice and regard.:"-Christiall reader,
put all your cares together, and never mind how great a bundle
'they make, but cast them all upon that God who has promised to sus~ain you.-The righteousness of Christ is perfect, complete, and so
useful, that it will cover all the elect from all imperfections, not
only in time, but at death, at the day of judgment, and through
all eternity.
God's word attended with power, converls sinners, comforts
saints, banishes doubts and fears, increases faith and alarms the
de\'il; for it is Almighty in its nature, and irresistible in it.:; ef.
fects.-God is a sovereign of unequalled majesty and independent
glory, and it ever was his unalterable will, purpose, and pleasure
to save his people by the merits of his Son alone; that they may
ascribe all the praise and glory to his unsolicited favor, unchangeable love, and matchless grace: therefore let no one presume to
believe or maintain that salvation is of works either in whole O/' in
part, but on the contrary, that it is all of grace from the 6rst unto
the last.-If ever the Christian does any thing pleasing in the sight
of God, it is when he attributes all to God, and no particle to the
creature and if ever there is more than usqal joy in heaven, it is
when'the Christian disclaims all merit in himself and acknowledges
from his heart that" Christ is all and in alt."-Prayer is always
necessary, and there is no employment in which the Christian takes
more delight than prayer; it is the breath of his soul, the life of
his religion, and that which the devil cannot bear to see and hear.
All the attributes and perfections of God shine most resplendently
and harmonize most gloriously in the person and work of Christ
<loS the church's head, surety, and representative.-Christ is exalted
when his divinity is maintained, his atonement insisted upon, his
ri~hteousness defended, his sovereignty asserted, and his immuta.
uility contended for.-Notwithstanding the people of God have
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stra)'ed into all countries, belong to different nations, speak
various tongues, and are lost in ignorance, superstition, darkness,
and wickedness, yet God will not suffer one to be lost, but he will
bring them all to Christ here (either by human means and instruments or without them) anti to glory hereafter, through what Jesus
Christ has done and suffered for them.-It is as possible for an
heathen to be saved, who never heard the go~pel proclaimed by
man and never saw a bible, as it is for an Englishman who attends
his church or chapel twice or thrice a week, and daily reads the
bible.
It cannot be harder work for the Spirit to regenerate a black man,
however ignorant, idolatrous, and superstitious, than an Englishman who has been taugbt from his youth to read the scriptures
and attend a place of worship.-None of God's children are still.
born, for when regenerated by grace, they immediately cry, and
thereby prove that they have spiritual life. God loves his people
in every age and in every clime, therefore their cries in the present
day he will hear, and remember the same as he has done in days_ of
old.
To a traveller by land nothing is more useful than guide-posts
and maps, and to a mariner on the ocean nothing IS more. useful
than the compass and charts; even so to the Christian, how useful
is the word of God and the Spirit of God, for by them he is informed the right way to the heavenly Jerusalem, and the language of
his heavenly guide the Holy Spirit is" This is the way (viz: Christ)
walk ye in it." Isa. xxx. 21. John xiv. 6. Col. ii. 6.
We have no power whatever of our own to resist and overcome
any temptation, and therefore if we are kept from falling, we are
kept alooe by the power of Almighty grace.
---000---

REST ON THE FOUNDATION GOD HAS MADE 11" ZION.

Dearly beloved brethren in an eternally constituted and unalte,.able
relation,
MAY all the chartered blessings of that great interest, and the fulness
of given grace, be thy daily portion, in the unctious power of God
the Holy Ghost; the sublime truths of the everlasting gospel in the
seperate reigning testimony are the supports of our wuls under all
the inworkings of sin, and the outworkings of earth and hell.-It is
his great work to lead us in fellowship With the beloved; he consecrates all the exercises of the wilderness, and forms them into an ave.
nue to the throne. Shall we complain of these occasions ohntimacy
with Jesus? How much ofihis passes even unknown to her that lieth
in thy bosom; there is much business done 6n .Jacob's invisible lad.
der; every cloud is but a dark beacon to come nearer, or the sweet
presage of a bright opening of his face, which comes with double
pleaures after the gloom. Tribulation is a lean subject to dwelll1pon,
and not vyorth mentioolng, only lo shew the grace that bas suppor-
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ted;,under it: the ,communication that has been promoted Hy' itand its b1esed effects in the,hand of, the refiner to sev~t: from the
world, and endear that future home lh~t is incorruptible; all-is in
his reigning hand. He is t~e mighty breaker'in Zion, and he will
break down all that is in the way to his people, and all'that we put in his way too; he is a jealous God, and will burn up all our high
places-for the Lord above will be exalted. Flesh and blood must
be put a side-and faith honoured to comt: forth and attend him in
all his visits. He is thy Lord-worship thon him; how merciful
are all his designs, while he is glorified we are exalted arid spiritually
,blessed-daily exercises are the high road he travels; sometimes
he comes in state and takes us up in the chariot he built for the
daughters of Jerusalem, and favours us to lean on his bosom, while
he relates the wonders of bis everlasting love, and kis~cs us with renewed pledges of endless regard. All trouble is taxed' from the
eternal throne, it is to bring in a revenue to the rdivine treasury,
then what contribntest to the divine honour oug,ht to be no cause.for
clamour; how foolish to appea}, but alas we are ,often at it. Would
he suffer a thing to be in existence that would not promote ,his
honour ?'-I trow not.· 'Tis not a liHle that keeps the mind above
all the burying circumstances.of the world, sin, flesh, and helll;'we want some' large draughts of everlasting love to cheer our spirits,
-some sweet and fresh uptakings of his matchless person., to
'strengthen our inner man to fight the good fight elf faith, and soulravishing sights of his blood and righteousness to batler down all
our fears, unbelief, and misery we are the daily subjects of. It is of
no use coping with sin and the devil only with the shield of faith; the
eye must be fi xed on the centre ofattraction , arid fu Iness ofsufficiency,
we have only to shout-The sword of the Lord" and of Gideon, a
sign that all is done-then \,:e fight, a felt sense of incapacity-then
we do wonders. 0 my brother it is the Holy Ghost's work to lead
us forth in simple looking to,' 'and dependence on Jesus, making
'bill'INAl.pna. and Omega in all things; it is abiding by him that is our
safe- guard-and our sufficiency is in faith's views of him as bur
'Husbimd, Frien'd, and Redt:emer; it is going to tbe we'll's mouth
with our empty pitchers that we alone can get supplied, all other
smHces dry up. sure as we tr.y them. Is not, the word a wdl, and
'Jeslls the water of life that ever springs to delight, satiate, and
'satiSfy., This blessed well ,is my dailYJl!esor,t ;,.here I secretly drink the
-pleasures divine, and find its refreshings asource ofsatisfaction indis.l.
.cribable. This is the sweete,ner of care,lthe mohfie.r of aUlife's vexatiol1s:rand the spring ·of felicity in moments of delight. This is our
grand'rallying standard in every time of trouble; but as you have
double necessity to visit this store house of heavenly supplies you
,need no commendation of -its excellencies,
I

May ,hE) who shnts and no man ope's
And ope's and no man sllUts,
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give you a blessed entrance unto, and a sweet handling and tasting
of the word of life, that you may unctiously and sweetly break it
up to others. It is from this ~leavenJy garner you must fetch your
daily bread; and your Sabbath day shew.bread loo. This.finest of tQc
wheat is very nutritious and satisfying, and he that live.s on it, will
commend it to all around, for this is tht< bread that came (lawn
from heaven, whereof if a man eat, he shaH never die. My soul'~
desire is, Lord evermore give us this bread. 0 it is.a mercy to be
kept 10",: at. his dear feet, and draw. all our supplies from him; he
is our life, our joy, ol,1r all and in all. I feel a greater need. than
ever to be continually going to him for all I want, and to make all
my concerns his-not only tei commit my way u.nto the Lord, but
also to trust in him. The gospel is just suited to me, it is a fulness
that gladde17s such a poor begga;r as I am-life union to Jesus,keeps
me at his dQor, and this union (no dovetail fit is stronger, nor
Joiner's fit so close) is the blest root of all my joys, and spring of
my delights.
'
. Buta word aboutministeringin thesanctnary. Goon my brotheransl
plague the devil; storm the citadel 'of his strong hole!, and batter
down with the heavy metal of gospel truth all his fortifications in
the town of Man's Soul.There is no time for parleying a~out q,ualifications, gifts, &c. Proclainl the grace of the throne in alUts d.ateless glory and peerless honours; point to the gre~t abyss of love
divine, the grear ocean' source of all the immutable blessings of the
.everlasting God; exhibit the majesty, perfections, perfOl:m~nces,
rights and glories of the Son of God; preach him in all his ful!1ess,.,
fitness, .and sufficiency to save the ~tmost ruined ~inner'; shew ho,\Y
he buried the disgrace of our downfall in his'sepulchre, and,djg.ni.
6.ed us with a glory untarnishable, to wear in the world of perfectio,n and joy, .open the wonders.of his life; record in Zio,n the saving
actions of his days; enter'Gethsemane's garden ;1nd pourtray the
deeps of his immutable love, indiscribable agony, aud inconce,ivabl~
sorrow-Jollow him through all the erentful steps of his soul-travail,
and unfold the divine tragedy of the cross-'tbe salvation myst~ry
of countless millions, and there unveil his bleeding heart in allfthe
(clustering wonders that break, open upon the sinner's eye frpm
the cross of agonizing woe; point to calvary, ano lead the sinner
to the throne. Testify of the person, reign,,. and majesty of the
Holy Ghost. HonotJr him in all his dignity, as the great witness of
heaven's transactions, the grand disclpser of all gospel mysteries and
.divine realities; the way-maker for Cl1rist, the soul saving revealer
of Je.sus and bis great salvation with aJl tbe departments of bis di.
vine reign; go on in your divine employ,for it has heaven's Silllction,
~and the God of all gr,ace .~escell~ 'on your testimony, so prilYs the
I most worthless, but ever YQ\.Il;S Jor Jesus' sake.,.,.

E.. M.

--~--~---

-

--

~~---~~--~--

270

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
GOD GLORIFIED IN CHRIST.

"My name is in him."

THE word name is frequently in scripture put for the thing or
being designed by it, as Acts i. 15. it is said, " The number of the
names were an hundred and twenty;" that is, the number of the
persons. God says lv.Iy name, that is, my very being and essence,
is in flim. And that it is so indeed, is evident beyond all contradiction from John xiv. 11. "1 am in the Father, and the Father
in me." John xiv. 7. "If ye had known me, ye should have
known my Father also: anel from henceforth ye know him, and
have seen him." Unto which Philip replies, " Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us." Christ answers, " Have I been so long
time with you, and yet bast thou not known me, PhiJip? he that
hath seen tUe, hath seen the. Father; and how sayest thou, shew us
the Father?" So that God himself is in Christ, .< God was in Christ
reconciling the world to himself." And if yOll would know who
Christ is, and what he is, the apostle would tell you, that he is God
himself, manifested in the flesh.
Pause here, stand still, and wonder at this strange thing that
God has wrought in the earth; the divine and human nature linked
together in a personal union in our glorious Immanuel. So then
the meaning of the words, my name is in him, is all one as if he had
said, I am in him, my nature, my being, and essence is in him;
and therefore whenever you look on him, behold me in him; for
he is" in the form of God, and thinks it no robbery to be equal
with God." Reader, be aware of the mistaken and blasphemous
notions of Christ that, Arians and Socinians would give you, as
though he were a different being, and of a distinct and inferior nature from his Father; for he and thc Father are one, the same in
substance, equal in power and glory. "There are three that bear
record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Spirit; llnd
these three are one." So thtn, the name of God in Christ, is
just God himself.
The titles that are peculiar to God himself; these we find in
scripture are every where ascribed uoto Christ, the angel of the
covenant. To mention a few; his name is Jehovah. This is a
name peculiar, unto the self-existent, supreme, and independent
God, who hath his being of himself, without depending upon
another, even" him who is, and was, and is to come. Thy name
alone is Jehovah, most high over all the earth." This great name
we find frequently ascribed unto Christ, with some additional epithets. To encourage your faith, he is so.metimes called J.ehovahZebaoth, "the Lord of hosts," to shew hiS absolute authonty, that
he has all power in heaven and in earth, and the armies of both
under his command. Sometime Jehovah-Rophi, because he heals
the broken in heart, and binds up all their wounds. Sometimes Jehov~b· Tsidkenu, " the Lord our righteousness," because he bring~
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in an everlasting righteousness for the justification of condemned
sinners. Sometimes Jehovah Shammah, " the Lord is there," be_
cause he is with his people al ways, unto the end of the world.
Sometimes Jehovah J ireh, " the Lord will see or .provide," because,
when the poor and needy seek water, he will hear, help, and supply. Sometimes Jehovah-Nissi, because he gives a banner unto
them that fear him, that it may be displayed because of truth.
God's name is his word; for by it he makes his mind known _
unto the children of men. And this name of his is in Christ:
hence he is called, in a way of eminence, " the Word of God."
," His .name is called the Word of God." Hence, when the word
of God, or the precious truths of tbe gospel are held, Christ reckons his name held. The Lord says to the church of Pergamos, "1
know thy works, that thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith." Thou holdest fast my name, that is, thou retain
the gospel in its purity. The whole word of God, and all the
truths of it, are in Christ; he is the great oracle of heaven that
reveals them; no'man was found able to open the book with the
seven seals, till the lion of the tribe of J udah did it. All the
commands of the law of God, are issued unto us in and through
him; hence says the Lord to Israel, " Beware of him, and
obey his voice." He is constituted the king and lawgiver of the
church, and whatever laws do not bear the stamp of his authority,
and are not touched with his royal scept re, they should have no re,gard paid to them in the church of God. And as all the laws, so
all the promises of God are in him, and in him they are" yea and
amen;" they are just the articles of his latter will and testament,
He is the marrow and substance of the whole revelation, and of'all
the truths thereof, they meet in him as their centre; hence we read
of" knowing the truth as it is in Jesus." And whatever doctrines
or sermons do not hang upon and quadrate with this foundation
God hath laid in Zion, they are but hay and stubble that are to be
burned; the sweetness of every truth lies in the connection that it
bears unto him, and in its being a vehicle to convey the grace that
is in Christ unto our souls; so that this name of God is in Christ.
God's works are his name; David viewing the glory of God, as
it is expressen in his works, cries, " How excellent is thy name in
all the earth I"~ This name of his is in Christ. Is his name the Creator of all things, that stretched out the heavens, and laid the
foundations of the earth? This name of his is in Christ: John i. 3.
" for without him was not any thing made that was made." " By
the word of the Lord," that is, Christ. as the context cleal's, "were
the heavens made, ann all the host of them by the breath of his
mouth." Is the name of God the glorious preserver and governor
of all things? this name is in Christ: " he upholdeth all things by
the word of his power;" and Col. i. 16, 17. there we see both the
works of creation and providence ascribed unto him," "By him
were all things created that are in heaven, and that are in earth,
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visible 'and invisible;J wheliher they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all thing,> were created by him, and for
him. And he is before all things, and by hi~ all things consist.
God's name is his worship: "In all places where I record my
name, there will I come unto you, and will bless you." This is a:
glory that he will not, give to another; it is idolatry to make any
thing or person in heaven or in earth the object of worship' and
adoration, but God alone. Therefore we find that when. divine
worship is offered unto ang'els, they reject it as a thing not due ItO
them, and when it was offered unto Paul and Barnabas, they rejec~'
ted it with horror and indign~tion; but though this crown of.glory,
this name, the object of worship, cannot fit any created head i, yet
it suits the heau'of our Immanuel ; ~'this is the will of him that;
sent me, that all men should honour the Son, even as they honoull
the Father~" Accordingly, the church is commanded to'adore him,
"Heiis thy Lord, and worship thou him :~' the powers'of·theearth
are commanded to " kiss the Son (that is, to worship him) lest he
be angry, and they perish from the way:" yea, all the angels in
heaven are commanded to worship him, "when he bringeth forthJhis
first begottew into the world, he saith, Let all the angels of God
worship him;" and accordingly we find all the ransomed in glorJ
paying the tribute of worshir>' unto' him equally with the eternal
Father: "Worthy is the liamb tbat was slain, to. receive poweri
and riches, and wisqom,.and,stre'ngth, and honour, and glory, and
blessing. Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne,
and unto 'the Lamb for ever and ever.~'
.
.
His perfections and excellencies, these are re~lly and 'originally
in Christ, ast·hey are in the Fath'er. To instance in a few.' God's
fvisdom is his name : "\\rise in heart, and mighty in counsel." ~nd
this is in Christ: ." Christ the wisdom of God: 'in him are hid I all
the treasures 'of wisdom and knowledge." His power is his name;
!' The Lord God Almighty.". Th,is name is in Christ: "Christ
the power of,God ; and, the Almighty." Hence called" the arm
• of the Lord, and the man of God's, right-hand, whom he has made
strong for himself." By thl'( 'power of God in him he "spoiled
principalitie~and powers."
The hohness of God is his name, frequently'called " the holy one of Israel." And this'attribute shines
so brightly in our Immanuel, in the eyes of the angels, that they
fall down with cO,verecJ faces before his throne, crying, ., Holy, holy,
holy is the Lord God of hosts, the whole earth is full of his glory!"
The'justice of God is his name: "the Lord is a rock; and his
work i's perfect: a God of truth, and without iniquity,just and
right is he." And this name Of his is ill Christ, in its greatest lustre:
it shines more eminentlv in him than in all the torments of the
damned in hell. Never did. the justice of God appear in such a
lustre, as when he 'cried, ," Awake,' 0 sword, against the man. that
is my fell'ow':" he has fulfilled the command, 'and borne the penalty
of the law as' our surety, and so has obtained the name dE "Jesus
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Christ the righteous; and the Lord is well pleased for his right~llus
ness sake." The love of God is his name, for God is love. But it
is in Christ that he is so to sinners: "God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him,
might not perish, but have everlasting life." The mercy of God is
his name, but it is through Christ that his mercy vents towards us
sinners of Adam's family: hence," his belly" or bowels are said to
be as " bright ivory overlaid with sapphires." His grace is his
name; "the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious." But it
is only through Christ that his graee reigns towards unworthy sinners, " that grace might reign through righteousness unto eternal
life, by Jesus Christ our Lord." His name is "the Lord pardon-'
ing iniquity, transgression, and sin." This name is in him, and
when he was here in a state of humiliation, he acted frequently as
one that had power to forgive sins: "go in peace, thy sins are forgiven thee." H is name is his trutl~; "a God of truth, and without
iniquity." Our Immanuel wears this name; hence called the truth
jtself, " I am the way; and the truth, and the life; the Amen, the
faithful and true witness." I might tell of many other names that
are peculiar unto God, everyone of which is ill Christ. His name
is the everlasting God; "from everlasting to everlasting thou art
God." See this nlme of God in Christ, "the Alpha and Omega,
t~e beginning and the ending, wl1ich is, and which was, and which
is to come." His name is the unchangeable God, without any
" variableness, or shadow of turning." See this name in Christ;
"Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, ancl fOI' ever." His
name is the omniscient God, that" searcheth the hearts, and trieth
the reins." See this name in Christ, " he needs not that any
should testify of man; (or he knows what is in man." "His eyes
are as a flame of fire;" he searches the heart, and tries the reins,
and knoweth all the works of the church. His name is " the God
of salvation: our God is the God of salvation." And this name is
in Cbrist: hence, old Simeon, when he gets him in his arms, blesses
God, and cries, "NolV lettest thou thy servant depart in peace;
for mine eyes bal'e seen thy salvation."
Let us reflect, that, his name is a glorious name. His essential
glory, instead of being darkened, is illuminated by being set in
Ghrist, for Christ is " God manifested in the flesh;" plainly implying, that God out of Christ is all unknown God to sinners, but God
ill Christ is a God whose glory is manifested or displayed to our
view. Never did the glory of God shine so as in Christ; hence he
is called "the brightness of his Father's glory, and the express
image of his person." "Now blessed be his glorious name; and
let the whole earth be filled with bis glory." His name is the glory
of the church militant, for " in him shall all the seed of Israel be
justified, and shall glory;" and the glory of the church triumphant,
for" the Lord Gud, and the Lamb, are the light" of the place.
VUL. VII.-No. VI.
2M
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This name that is in Christ is transcendent and incomparable
"a name above every name that can be named, whether in this
world, or in that which is to come. His name is more excellent
than the names of all the great powers of the earth; for " who
among the sons of the mighty can be compared unto him I" This
is one of his royal titles, " the Prince of the kings of the earth, the
King of kings, and Lord of lords." His name transcends the name
of the angels in heaven; "being made so much better than the
angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name
than they."
.
The name of God in Christ is 'most powerful. Such power or
authority it is that" every knee must bow, and every tongue must
confess, that Jesus Christ is the Lord, to the praise and glory of his
eternal Father. Such power or strength there is in it, that devils
were cast out, the dead were Taised, the eyes of the blind, and the
ears of the d.eaf, were opened, !lnd all manner of di$eases were healed
by the power or virtue thereof, in the infancy of Christianity; as
we read in the histories of the Acts of the Apostles. Such power i"
there'in the name Of God in Christ,tbat when' prayers and peti.
tions are put up to heaven with this name upon them, they prevailed and obtained any thing: "Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, I will give it."
His name in Christ is mo:st helpful and saving; "our help is in
the name of the Lord, who made the heavens and the earth." If a
poor soul can but, by tht: eye of faith, read the name of God in
Chris~, immediately he readl! hill own .salvation in it. "Look unto
me and be ye saved;" Why, how comes this? "for I am God, and
there is none else." It takes every burden off the back to see this
name in Christ; " they looked unto him and were lightened ;"
and no wonder, for whenever God's name is taken up as in Christ,
it is seen to ue " the God of peace." God in Christ is "God reconciling, the world to himself, not imputing their trespasses unto
them."
," His name shall be called wonderful ;" and why wonderful, but
because the" child born unto us," and the" son given unto us,"
is called" the mighty God, the everlasting Father?" It is so won.
derful and mysterious, that it is just a secret which the world can.
not concGlve aright of, and cannot frame to pronounce it; God in
a crucified Christ is "to the Jews a stumbling block, and to the
Greeks foolishness." And even they that have it manifested to
them in a saving way, it is so !iecret and wonderful, that they are
ready to cry with Agur, "What is his name, and what is his son'l!
name, if thou canst tell ?"
His name in Christ is swee't and savoury: it is like" ointment
poured forth" to a poor soul that takes it up in a way of believing.
And the reason of tbis is, because whenever a sinner is enabled t<1
read the name of God in Christ, he sees him to be his own GQd :
as we see in Thomas, whenever he took him up in a proper light,
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he immediately cries out, " My Lord, and my God :",acco~ding to
that of Christ, " I ascend unto my Father and your Father, and to
my God and your God."
.
It is a " holy and reverend name:" and they that know it, will
sanctify it in their hearts, and make him theirjettr, and their dread.
So holy is th is name, that it sanctifies the soul that knows it, and
kills indwelling corruption; and no wonder, for" he finishes trans·
gression, and makes an end of sin."
It is dreadful and terrible to all the devils, the wicked and unbe.
Iieving world. The devils fall a trembling at the name of God in
Christ; his work is to "bruise the head of the serpent, to spoil
principalities and powers." And however despised and r~jected by
the wicked now, yet the day comes, when, at the sight of him,
they will cry to the rocks and mountains to cover them.
It is a durable and everlasting name; "his name shalL endure
for ever, his name shall last like the sun." As his name is " from
everlasting," so it will be " to everlasting God."

E.

-000---

To the Edz'tor of the Gospel Maga%ine.
OBSERVATIONS
'I

IN REPLY TO SUBALTERN ON CANAAN
BEING A TYPE 'OF HEAVEN.

NOT

DEAR_SIRS,

As my esteemed brother Subaltern, (in his animadversion upon my
remarks, relative to Canaan not being a type of heaven) hath indirectly summoned me to the bar of the public, I have perused those
remarks with the attention they merit, and beg to inform him, so
great is the weakness of my intellect that I cannot yet be of his
mind; notwithstanding a Christian friend of mine in the south, has
thought them almost irrefutable. Now although I must of necessity
yield the palm of ingenuity to my respected opponent, I crave
leave of you, Sir, to say a few words in reply, and in so doing would
assure him that my re~erve corps will not be of that magnitude as
to require a great muster of his troops-especially when it is remembered that the victory is considered as already won; if however I might suggest a word of caution, I would say, be 011 the
watch, for who can tell what the layers in wait may accomplish;
at all events it may be as well if Subaltern was to reserve the rear of
his forces to combating a more formidable opponent.
Were it not that my brother in the ministry at Thornton Rust
had so ably and vividly, set the subject before the readers of the
Gospel Magazine, I might have occupied more space in the present sheet, but as I deem those arguments unanswerable, and expect'
it will be some time before they will be disposed of in a way of
reputation, I shall forbear going over similar grollod, as to attempt
an augmentation of the subject in that respect would be something
like aiming to beautify the rainbow-I shall therefore rest contented
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with offering a remark or two unto your Peterborough correspondent, as his observations are directed more immediately to myself.
If I understand the nature of the query, it is this, not whether
Canaan is a perfect type of heaven, but whether there is any re..
semblance at all ; and here I would observe, that when I use the
word heaven I accept it as that state of ultimate glory. The pecu.
liar residence of Jehovah, called the heaven of heavens, because
all that is heaven·like proceeds therefrom; the present enquiry is
therefore does Canaan in one single iota resemble that pure world
of bliss; we unhesitatingly answer no, our opponents as confidently
sny yes-this then is the true state of the question; we deny not
that Canaan represented heavenly things, but we cannot concede
that it was ever designed to represent heaven itself. Accept it as.
depicturing a church state on earth, and resemblance meets us on
every side of the subject, while in relation to the world of glory
there is not a shadow of likeness, at least not in my apprehension.
It is really astonishing to behold to what conclusions integrity
will lead its votaries, one tells me that the Red sea is a type of
Christ's blood, this idea first originated I suppose in the supposition
that the sea here referred unto is in reality red; now this is not the
case, locality having given the name, and not the nature, but admit this typical illustration, and we are soon landed on the plai ns of
Arminianism, for many died and perished who passed through the sea
in question. Another tells me it is a figure of baptism, but this is
equally fallacious, or else why not baptize children; I introduce
this remark only as an auxiliary. Again, I have heard of a mjnister
who affirmed that the truth spoken of in the Song was the devil,
but really according to this, Satan must have changed his nature,
for when was it ever heard of that arch fiend calling upon the
church to rejoice, sUl'ely the devil will never act so good naturedwhere the flights of ingenuity will carry us next is not very easy to
say, but fancy is not scriptural argument.
But to the point in hand, my brothel" Subaltern affirms that the
temple was a ty pe of heaven, and he therefore infers that Canaau
must therefore be a type of ultimate glol"y, but is this reasoning
legitimate? Suppose I grant him all the force of his argument,
will it therefore follow that his conclusions are correct? the temple
was the especial residence of Deity, and although destroyed was
neverthelesssancti fied with the immed iate presence of the AI mighty.
I deny not that this was a figure of the true, because there is a striking resemblance, while as it respects the point at issue I see no
such resemblance, not a tinge of likeness; I allow my blindness
will not alter the case, but it becomes every. disciple of Jesus to receive nothing but what is bottomed upon the authority of a divine
revelation.
.
III concluding, I would just observe that there are three points
which it may be as well to examine, as they are the main pillars
tI pon which tbe fabric of our opponents rest, they affirm that in
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promise, rest, and plenty the similitude is striking. I ask in what
the promise was not eternal? It was promised upon conditions, obedience to the prescribed laws of their God was the ground of their
enjoyments; now here.is something analogus to the gospel state;
for saith truth, if ye walk contrary to me I will also walk contrary
to you. I need not tell my brother that the joy of salvation may be
lost, but salvation never caA, and thus as the Lord drove his people
,into captivity for their idolatory, so he often hedges up her way;
now in order to endear a precious Christ to their souls, the paschal
Lamb is better relished with bitter herbs. Conditions utterly cease
when applied to heaven where is the least assemblance; yes, methinks I hear my brother reiterate. you want a perfect type, I reply
no, but you my friend are contented with no similitude whatever.
As it respects the rest of Canaan which is considered by my brother as resembling heaven, it should be remembered that it was
continually annoyed by the surrounding nations; and hence if we
institute a comparison between their long seasons of captivity and
the,little respect they enjoyed, we can discern something like unto
a church state on earth, where the Ghild of grace is often distressed
with a Canaanitish heart; which makes him groan being burdened;
here the type well agrees, bnt if considered in relation to the pure
and unsullied joys of heaven, where the adorable Saviour is the exclusive object of unceasing adoration how does all, resemblance
vanish into nothing; Paul, when addressing the Hebrews, declare~,
in speaking of Canaan and comparing it with a church state, "we
which have believed do enter into rest." Thus, in my judgment,
identifying the type as expressive of a state of grace, whereas in
heaven faith will be swallowed up in a vision of the glorified
Lamb.
Still further in relation to its plenitude, we are certain that it
was often sadly reversed by famine, nor did its possession exempt
from this dreildful calamity. Surely in heaven there will be nothing
like this while to the church of God on earth it is well known that
various causes operate to produce barrenness of soul; here we often
hunger and thirst, acts which are for ever excluded in the blessed
regions of eternal day; there the Canaanite shall be no more felt
and feared by the children of the Most High.
My brother proposes to me a question relative to the cessation of
the manna, and of their eating of the old corn of the land? which interrogations I suppose, are intended to shew, that by the old corn
js meant .heaven, or it is nothing to the purpose; now, although
this circumstance may ·afford conclusive evidence to him of the
correctness of his views, I trust he will excuse my boldness if! say
it is not so to me; I,conceive that both were intended to set forth the
diversified dealings of the Lord with his people in a way of grace,
\l subject well known to Subaltern, possibly on this subject we may
widely differ, but let us be thankful our difference is harmless.
In conclusion as.it is not mY,intention to write again upon this
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subject I would suggest to my esteemed brother, when drawing out
his army of reserve, the necessity of sbewing in what part of the
scripture Jordan is spoken of as referring to death in any sense
whatever, if this can be done it may be of great help to his cause,
but should it be attended with difficulty, as I presume it will, then
shall we at least have one evidence that Canaan is riot a type of heaven;
_but here I leave the subject in the hope that whatever is said on
either side, may tend to the glory of our covenant head, and the
good of his church, and with my best wishes that the Spirit of truth
may take of Christ and direct us unto, continually for instruction,
to the feet of the Lamb. I remain yours, dear brethren in the Lord,
March Isle qf Ely, March 2d, 1832.,
EBENEREH..
P. S. I should however, Mr. Editor, feel much obliged if you
would (when it shall seem meet) give your opinion upon the above
question, for although it is a subject, on which we may differ without fearing the consequences, I am of opinion by so doing you
would very much gratify many of your constant readers, and not
less your brother in Jesus.
---000----

THE WORK 01<' THE' HOLY AND 'BLESSED TRINITY.
THE salvation -of sinners was the concern of a whole 'Trinity. How
great a work must it be, when the Father, and the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, each acted their part for bringing it about.- The
Father sent the Son, the Son submitted to be sent as Mediator, and
by the Holy Spirit he was fitted for the work. Never, then, think
little of tbat salvation, which he required such causes and authors
to bring it about.-It informs us ThHs,
,Jesus Christ is perfectly able to save sinners: "He is able to
save to the uttermost." He was the Father's choice to that great
work, which may assure us he was an able hand for it. He has all
given him to fit him for it, what the fulness of the Godhead affords.
The Father had never taken him as surety, if he had not been
perfectly able to pay the debt. He had never laid the sinner's help
upon him, if he had not been able to bear the weigbt of it.
o how is the manifold wisdom of God, displayed in the con.
trivance of salvation through Christ. The first creation was a
work of wisdom; but the second was more so; the confused heap
at first was little in comparison of the confusion sin brought into
the world, but divine wisdom brought order out of this confmion.
Truth meets with mercy, righteousness and peace embrace each
other, sin is punished, and the sinner spared. Out of the greatest
affront to God, rises the occasion of his greatest' glory, his Son's
obedience instead of theirs. When at the fall hell rejoiced, angels
stood astonished, and men lay groveling in the depth of misery,
wisdom found out a way of recoVery, to the annoyance of the devil's
joy, the dissipating man's fears and, and giving angels a mystery of
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willclom to pray unto: "To the intent t!l\lt now unto the princi.
palities and powel's in heavenly places, mi~ht be known by the
church tbe manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Jesus Christ our Lord."
See here in the amazing mercy of God to objects in the deepest
misery. To have given rebel sinners some years respite from their
due punishment, to have locked them up in hell, to be rele~~ed
after some million of years, would have glorified mercy; but for an
offended God to provide a Mediator himself, proclaims the height
and depth of infinite mercy.
The love of the Father is wonderful, in ,sending his own Son to
recover sinners by his obedience and death: "God so loved the
world, that be gave his Son, his onlY-begotten Son, unto the death,
the most bitter death, even the death of the cross."-The love of
Christ, undertook that heavy work. Here is love aumirable in all
its dimensions: Chrillt coming in the room of sinners. If ye doubt
his love, look into his pi~rced side, and behold its glowings there.
-The love of tile Spirit dwelling iri Christ, as: the Head; to enJi"en
sinners as his m~mbers, being in him, exciting, moving him forward
to the work, and fitting him for it.
Believer, as his Father is well pleased with him, be you also well
. pleased with him. Employ him in your every trouble; put.all your
case~ in his hand, lay your help where your Father hath laid it.
Receive him whom the Father hath sent, receive him for all the ends
to which the Father hath anointed and sent him. He is called
Messiah, and Christ, to denote his being anointed as the Prophet,
Priest, and King of his people; he was anointed for all these
offices, receive and improve him in them all. He is anointed as
the great Prophet, to declare the mind of God to sinners: He is to
" preach good tidings to the meek." Receive him for your Prop.het, and teacher; renouncieg your own wisdom, submit yourselves
to be taught by his word and Spirit; and go to him for direction in
all cases. He is an anointed Priest: "The Lord has sworn, and
will not repent, thou art a Priest for ever after the order of.Melchisedec." Receive him as your Priest, laying the weight of yOUl'
souls on his sacrifice and intercession; renouncing all cOllfidence in
yourselves. Carry your guilt to him, to be carried off by his atonement, and put all your spiritual sacrifices in his hand, for only out
of his hand will they be accepted. He is anointed King: Yet have
I set my- King upon my holy hill of Zion." Submit yourselves a
willing people to the royal Mediator, to receive his commandments,
to live according to his laws, to pursllre the interest of his kingdom
.in the world, and to figh~ under his 'banner against the devil, the \
B.
world, and the flesh;
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A PATTERN FOR FEMALE PROFESSORS OF RELIGION; EXEMPLIFIED
IN MRS. ELIZABETH ROWE.

SIHS,
As domestic happiness depends ~o much upon I he characters and
manners of women, allow me to bring before your readers, from
Toplady's " account of Mrs. Elizabeth Rowe," what a woman has
been, and what every woman should aim to be. \\7 omen have always had a most powerful influence in society, and no doubt they
ever will, unless man should become so brutalized as to lose every
trace of civilization and humanity, and therefore it is of the utmost
consequence that they should be pure in their religion, circum.
spect in their morals, for ever reflecting around them every amiable,.
social., and endearing virtue. In order to give their great influence
a beneficial direction they should be candid and sincere, never des.
cending to the practice of the low, hollow, and base arts of chicanery and intriguing dissimulation. They should be frank, affable,
and condescending, but nol without a becoming dignity and selfrespect. Above all, .they should avoid a busy-body, tattling
meddlesomeness, and slanderous detraction. We live in an age of
much false refinement; most females are educated in a manner
above their sphere of life, and thereby unfitted for the situations they
are called to fill: and we are begillning already to experience the
unhappy effects of our shewy, but vicious and comfort,destroying
fashions. If Mrs. Elizabeth Rowe was as Toplady has described
her, I am sure mariy men would join me in saying, would to God
our women in general were more like her. This is the sketch of
her character.
" The softness and benevolence of her aspect, together with the
strength of understanding which appeared in her countenance, exceed the powers of description."·
,
" The labours of the toilet consumed very little of her time, she
despised the arts of dress and ornament, yet without falling into
the opposite extreme of improper negligence."
" She led a recluse life, but without austerity, and was as exemplary for sweetness of temper, affability, meekness, and every
social virtue, as for the exact sanctity of her manners." .
" God had given her such absolute command over her passions,
that it has been questioned, whether she was ever angry, so much
as once, in her whole life."
" Though she pqssessed an,uncommon share of wit, no one had
reason to fear its edge, or to wish it had been less. For, together
with the most manly genius, shy possessed all that gentleness
which completes the charms of the tender sex. Next to profane and lewd writings, she expressed the stron?;est dislike to
satire, a;; being IIsually replete with uncandidinvective. No strokes
of this kil}d can be found' in her works, and her conversation was
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not less innocent of every appearance of ill nature, than her wri.
tings. Scandal and detraction were considered by her as extreme
inhumanity, which no embellishments of liveliness could render
tolerable."
" She was perfectly llntainted with the love of pleasure, and was
even ignorant of every polite and fashionable game. The grandeur
of her mind set her above every species of luxury; she was always
pleased with Whatever she found on her table: and neither the nature of her food, nor the manner of dressing it, gave her any uneasiness. She despised visits of ceremony, and had a contempt of
riches, that has been rarely equalled."
" With regard to her religious principles, she was a doctrinal
Calvinist, and shone an eminent trophy of that distinguishing and
efficacious grace, which sbe so richly experienced, and which diffused its sanctifying influence throughout her practical walk.
Agreeably to the scriptural views of the divine sovereignty, we find
her thus expressing herself to him whom her soul loved; Why did
thy watchful providence perpetually surround me, crossing all the
methods I took to undo myself? Why didst thou pursue me with
the offers of thy favour, when I fled thee with such aversions'; and
had fled thee for ever, if thou hadst not compelled me to return?
Why wast thou found of one that sought thee not? Oh why, but
because thou wilt be merciful to whom thou wilt be merciful ?"
Works, Vo!. iv. p. 124.
This is a charming, lovely picture, and what a pity it is that
originals of this kind should be so rare; if they were to become
plenty, aged, and confirmed bachelors must blush at their solitariness, and love of themselves for their celibacy. But now let us
turn aside and lend an ear a moment to the lamentations of the late
amiable and kind hearted Dr. Hawker, a man by no means prone
to speak disparagingly' of the softer sex, but on the contrary, was
an enthusiastic admirer of the feminine virtues. In his Commentary,
1 Cor. vii. 4-17. he thus writes;
" ( have heard it more than once said by some, and have found
cause to blush when hearing it, as unable to answer the charge; if
there were no other life than the present, I would rather spend my
social hours with some amiaule tempers, who make no profession
of grace, than dwell with many that do! Solomon long sinee
observed, that it is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with
a contentious and angry 'Woman." Prov. xxi. 19. And then, as if
apprehensive that this would press too severely upon the tender
sex, he endeavours, with his characteristic amiability, to soften its
pressure by bringing in man to share bis gentle and well meant rebuke. Thus it reads. "And whether man or woman, if professing
godliness, and yet indulging a fretful, irritable temper, it brings
great reproach upon the blessed gospel of Christ, and is productive
of much di~comfort to his people." In the humble hope that these
scraps may be profitable to your readers, whether old or young,
VOL. VIl.-No. VI.
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married or single. I beg to subscribe myself your stedfast friend
and supporter in your able and zealous labours, as a defender of
the faith of the gospel.

.Afarclt 30, 1832.

000---

PUDENS.

GOD'S CHOICE; OR, THE TRAVELLEIlS OF TRUTn THROUGH THE
RELIGIOUS WORLD,
NUMEROUS have been the writers who have employed theil' pens in
recording the acts and achievements of the great and mighty alllong
men: and yet, but few, very few, comparatively speaking, have
thought the choice above named, worthy of any thing superior to
their derision and scorn. '
It is my design to make but very few observations upon the very
favourable opinion that prevails among the unfallen angels in the
heavenly world, as to the dignity and good government of GOD'S
CHOICE; but I may state that their loyalty to his person and throne
is indisputable, and that the elect angels, were all of them, his admiring subjects, and owe their elevation, preservation, and happiness to his reign and government. Had these unfallen spirits,
been the only order of ministers Jehovah had ordained to publish
his will on earth, an anti-election preacher, and an anti-predestination minister, would not have been found in any age,' nor in any
country under the canopy of heaven. For fallen angels to manifest
'hostility against God, is not to be reckoned among the most unnatural and marvellolls, and although their malignity cannot be
justified, yet they never were included as a part of his dominions;
and the mere act of passing them by with indifference, and leaving
them in possession of only natural powers, and innocency, of which
since then they have made shipwreck, was sufficient to engender a
feeling of dislike in their bosoms, which now breaks forth in the
most inveterate hatred and contempt that Satan and his legions can
bring into Nay against God and his honoured subjects.
The great mass of professors in what is called the religious world,
are as remote in their creeds and practices from the religion of the
bible, as they well can be, and the divisions and subdivisions of this
part of the community, are by far too numerous to be specified in
the few pages it is my intention to occupy; nevertheless it may be
observed that some deny the existence of GOD'S CHoICE altogether,
while others ex plain away his true and legitimate title to the
throne, and affirm that the choice of some to eternal glory~ a!Jd no
other, is contrary to reason, to truth, and to the revealed will of the
great benefactor of mankind.
No small contention has been held between religionists, in order
to ascertain what could be the occasion of God's choice of his peopie; it has been disputed, and has been the subject of the strictest
'inquiry. Thus good works are affirmed by some, to be the cause
of it; or, in other words, that God elected a people to himself on
the ground of foreseen repentance; others state with ~reat confidence, that his love to his people cannot be older than time, and
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that before faith it was not in being; so- these men conclude that
any sinner before death, may be elected if he will: thus faith and
repentance are made into causes; but the apostle tells us, as many
as were ordained to eternal life, believed. Great numbers in order
to oppose GOD'S CHOICE, have adopted the plan of giving it a new
name. Good old divines very consistently honoured it, by calling
it particular election, but now the name is changed, and the Pela.
gians of the present time call it 'by the name of general election, so
as to lead their free will legions to battle against the despised few,
who still maintain, that particular election is a truth revealed in the
holy scriptures. The term general election, is at variance with itself. There can be no election if it be general; a choice out of
many may be made, and the major part may be taken; but if all
are taken and none left, all embraced and none pas~ed by, it is
utterly impossible, that there can either be a selection or an election
upon this broad principle. What says the scripture? the election
bath obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 1 think the terms coldfire, !Lot.ice, and dark noon.day no more repugnant to common
sense. than the contradictory term, general election.
Some notice ought to be taken in this place, of moderate Cal.
vinists, and though it may not be generally understood, yet it is a
fact that some of them when speaking of dection, are pleased to
state that it has two names. So they allow it to be called particular election, while at the same time they believe in a possible elec.'
lion of all, if they will but believe and repent. Thus an election of
some before time, and a possible self-election of others in time, are
contended for by these men of understanding; or, in other words,
they say God has a people he has determined to save, and the rest
may share his favour if they will. Herein the moderate Calvinist
faction cannot exist without a confederacy so inexplicable; and
the reason is this, that without a possible time election to be effected
by the efforts.of the sinner, such an idea as general exhortation to
faith and repentance of an evangelical kind, could never be promulgated by ministers of the moderate Calvinistic persuasion. Now
supposing (which I do not) all this could be reconciled with the
scriptures, that some of Adam's race were elected of God before
time, and that others elect themselves in time, one thing is most
certain that the self. electors in time do not stand indebted to the
sovereign free grace of God, but to their own acts of believing and
repentance, and I think, while the chosen before time are singing
unto him who loved us, ·&c. that the others who elect themselves
should sing unto us, unto us who loved him be the major part of
the glory and tbe praise.
it is a painful task for me to record tbe dishonour done to this
subject, in the seminaries of learnin!,!, and in the academies extant
in the land, where young men are taught to read and preach to many
congregationsin the British dominions. If it should appear, as doubt.
less it will, that in.pissentingacademies, the doctrine of God's choice
~f his peop'le is treated with indignity and scorn, it is I~O wonder that
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in their pulpits much disrespect should be evidenced towards so
unpalatable and unpopular a truth as election by grace. If doctors
and tutors, though professing Calvinistic sentiments, instruct
young ministers so to compose their sermons, as to keep election
in the back ground, that the enemies may not be offended, it is
not very sur prizing that ministers trained as they are, should so
often cry out beware of the danger of high doctrines. Between
erring doctors and unenlightened tutors, there is no doubt but
these instructors will do their utmost to sift out of some all the
plain scripturallmowledge, it may be their lot to carry into such
seminaries,
But it ought to be stated in this place, that there is one period
in the life of academical men of the moderate Calvinistic persuasion, when they do this doctrine great honour. This is at their
ordination, when they read the articles of faith, which they profess
before God and the people to believe; in which said articles
honourable mention is made of the doctrine of 'particular election.
Any man hearing- their confession of faith, would be inclined to
helieve that it would be the endeavour of such ministers, to exhibit
in their preaching, the sovereignty of God in the election of a peculiar people to himself before the world began; but no, after all
that has been stated at the ordination service, nothing of the glory
of the doctrine is to be heard in their pulpit-orations. This brings
to my recollection what I heard some time since; an old lady had
been hea.ring a young minister preach for some weeks, and she
said to.one of bis hearers, Don't your minister preach election?the reply was-he has not got to that yet; and perhaps up to the
present time, he has not thought good to tell his hearers whether
he thinks there is such a doctrine revealed in the scriptures as particular election. We have just reason to complain of ministers of
this class; they profess to believe in particular election, and they
subscribe to it as an article of their creed, and yet for fear of
consequences they forbear to preach it. Now if they really believed
election to be nothing but a chimera, floating in the imagination
of enthusiastic men, and the articles of their faith disowned her
regal dignity, then no man could justly charge them with insincerity
in suppressing the very mentIOn of the subject in their sermons;
but to hear men preaching against, or totally neglecting so grand
an article of their faith, bespeaks either cowardice, or infidelity,
that ftands opposed to the dictates of common honesty. The friends
and admirers of the doctrine ,ought to know that the worst enemies
of election are. in their own camp, as far as human creeds and
subscriptions go, and may spread their hands and say of numbers
in the established church, and out of it- these are the wounds I
received in the house of my friends.
Time and space would fail me to tell of the ill treatmentthe doct1'ine of God's sovereignty receives from the two great public
organs-the pulpit and the press. Certainly the pulpit is the place
from which divine truth. ought to be proclaimed, and there are a
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few intelligent minds that have been filled with argument when
they have reflected upon the forbearance of God, evidenced towards
uncalled ministers, who have done all in their power to insult and
vilify the doctrine of special election. From the pulpit all manner
of execrations have been uttered against it, and from this place
she has been exhibited as a monster of oruelty, unworthy the
notice and approbation of any rational being. It is from the pulpit
cast out as evil, and from the ,same place, lovers and friends are
represented as being enthusiastic and immoral in the extreme;
while man, mighty man, all powerful man, is told that his salvation
is wholly in his own hands. Why do not such men plead in the
pulpit for the two following things-first, for a rectified translation
of the sacred scriptures, from which every text that treats of particular election might be ex punged; and then secondly, for a new
revision of the articles of their faith, in which no mention should
be made of such high man-mortifying sentiments, as special election and predestination to eternal life. Avowed Arminians act 'an
open and decided part, in uttering their heart felt enmity against
it; and they sin openly ,in their endeavours to extirpate the
memory of it, from the face of the earth; but for professed Calvinists to join common cause with the Arminians, by slighting and
denying a sentiment the arl ides of their faith contain, is a species
of wickedness that surpasses any common act of delinquency, and
which must one day bring shame and disgrace upon its abettors. '
If we turn for a moment to the publications that teem annually
from the press in this country, we shall find most of the works
extant are vain and frivolous, and even those of a professedly re'ligious cast, rise no higher in the scale of excellence, than to act as
false lights in deluding the creature, by exhibiting the mighty
deeds he is capable of performing towards the accomplishment of
his own salvation; and even reviewers, who ought to be more judicious critics, wil h a very few exceptions, pay their compliments
and praise to the productions of men, which are any thing but in
accordance with the pure gospel of Christ. True, these moderate
writers abound in charity towards heathens, Turks, Jews, felons,
and murderers; but let us ask, Where is their charity for hypercalvinists, who believe and maintain the distinguishing doctrine of
the gospel; the latter they misrepresent, and the treatment they
have met with from some of the modernized schools, has led them
to think that the tender mercies of such of lIIell are cruelty.
It is currently reported among our enemies, that we are abettors
of licentiousness, and that her ministers are of the class of libertines.
This it is said, may be proved, because many of the latter are malignant, austere, double tongued, haters of others) lofty, and vain,
who under the mask of religion, are nuthing but ravenous wolves
in sheep,' clothing. To this it may be replied that, although these
evils exist to a lamentable degree, yet that we are not the anthor of
these enormities, we disdain to hold intercourse with such workers
of iniquity.
.

286

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

Be it known, those who thus hate. us, know nothing of· the
theory of our government; but where the omnipotent power of the
Holy Ghost is felt in the heart, the importance of experience of the
power and truth will be acknowledged, and whenever doctrines
are .received, under the sealing- energy of mighty grace, there
mo.rality will appear to exemplify the heavenly origin, and holy
influence, For what doctrine is so humbling to the loftiness of man,
as .election qy grace.
.
. Thus. the reader will perceive, ·that the disciples of Christ are betray.ed 'by their own professed friends, slighted and treated with
indignity inhuman institutions, where they once. held an honourable station-they are misrepresented by a host of enemies, who
charge them with being the author of all manner of evil, and .that
the pulpit and the press are the great engines Satan has set in motion to shake their stability and oppress them. But though thus
maligned, they triumph over all opposition; for when the end of
the world shall come, and the judgment day appear, Jehovah the
Saviour shall plead their cause, in the face of assembled worlds;
and then to those, and to none else, but !luch as are anciently included under his reign, and made by grace his honoured subjects,
will he exclaim, Come ye blessed of my Father, and inherit a
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
A DWARF.
-000---

POETRY.
THE HEART IS. DECEITFUL ABOVE ALL THINGS, AND DESPERATELY WICKED; WHO CAN KNOW IT? JEll. XVII. 9.

·)f·)

Who can ttJe heart describe?
Within the breast of man;
Its foolish, sinful, thoughts set forth,
What pen' the same can scan.
It once was just and good,
Before that Adam fell;
But now alas, a frightful sight,
Its baseness who can tell.
I need not try to shew,
How "illl's the hem·t of man;
Yea, look for proof in God's own book,
Deny it then who can ~
Most sure from it proceeds,
All evil thoughts and works:
Imaginations vile and base,
Within the heart now lurks.
J
,Yea, murderers and deceit,
Adulteries and theft,
False-witnesses, and blaspllemies,
Are still in man's heart lell.
All good from man is gone,
Since he from Eden came;
The head is sick, the heart is faint,
His works this truth proclaim.

,!
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There's none that doeth good,
That seeketh after God;
Man's ways lead on to misery,
And sin's his daily food.
Destruction he pursues,
A.nd cursings in his heart;
His throat's an OPen sepulchre,
His tongue is all deceit.
He cove'ts what's' forbid,
His neighbour's house and land;
And envy those that seem to have,
More riches at command.
The heart it oft rebels,
And murmers at God's way;
It lusteth aftel" other gods,
And idols every day.
What envyings and strife,
Is in the heart of men;
'Tis sensual, 'tis devilish,
Yea, sinful every plan.
Man's heart minds earthly things,
His belly is his God;
In drunkenness and revellings, •
He runs the downward road.
To ev'ry evil work,
Most surely 'tis inclined;
Madness and folly fills the heart,
And darkens all the mind. '
But I mustfail to shew,
The baseness of man's heart:
'Tis desperate, and wicked too,
Throughout in every part! !
Who will these lines believe r
Not one-in nature's state;
Yea, none but those whose heart is chang'd,
All others will them hate.
But when by God's own POW'I",
The heart is chang'd anew;
The heart of stone chang'd into flesh,
Then-all things, change to view.
And w,hat biifore was gain,
Behold he now counts loss;
His sinful heart is open laid,
His works appear. as dross.
o wbat a change 'is tbis,
Wben sucb a change takes place;
I'm lost, tbe man now cries aloud,
Unless I'm sav'd by grace.
This is ,tbe cry offaith, '
Wrougbt by Almighty pow'r;
And when th' appointed time is come,
The very day and hour,
Then, Jesus doth appear,
A Saviour all divine,
Takes unbelief and guilt away.
And says-my love thou art mine.
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The heart it now replies,:
Be thou my only Lord;
Tho' others have dominion had,
Let them be now abhor'd.
And let him never reign,
Within this breast of mine;
The battle's strong, the warfare great,
But keep me Lord as thine.
The Canaanite disturbs,
While in this world below;
Two armies in this breast of mine,
Keep fighting as I go.
Yea, all renew'd by grace,
This conflict must maintain:
But Jesus' pow'!" is great to save,
And vict'ry we shall gain.
Triumphant we at last,
Shall shout o'er ev'ry foe;
Shall soar aloft where Jesus is,
Then farewell all below.

Leicestershire.
-000W. F.
PRAISE TO GOD FOR THE FAITHFUL PERFORMANCE O:F HIS
PROMISE TO AN UNGRATEFUL LAND. GEN. VIIl. 22.
COME Christians magnify the Lord,
Whose gracious hand hath given;
According to his holy word,
The fruits of earth and heaven,
Shall praises heap'd on praises, flow
To kings of flesh and blood;
While Christians willingly forego,
The praises due to God?
Shall silent sullenness preside,
Where boundless praise should rise?
Shall gratitude be laid aside,
For vanity and lies?
Forbid it Lord, thy people bless,
With singleness of heart;
Our guilty negligence redress,
And grateful notes impart.
We praise thee, 0 our God and king,
For earth's-abundant store;
While hills and dales thy blessillgs bring,
Let plenty cheer the poor.
'~{/.J, "
Let every tyrannizing wretch,
Look on his hoards with fear:
We'll praise thee to our utmost stretch,
For tbis most plenteolis year.
To thy dear name we'll gladly raise,
An Ebenezer stone:
Alld with the highest songs of praise.
Its summit we will CI'6Wn,
Lord, look upon our guilty rand,
Our present rulers bless:
And make the favours oftbine hand,
A source' of thankfulness.
Sept. 11, 1830.
PHILEMON.

