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Je6u6 Christ, the same yesterday to-day andfoT ever.
eternal:'

Wltom to know is life

THE DECEASE AT JERUSA 1.ElIl.

As the two disciples w;re travelling

home from Jerusalem to
Emmaus, we are told by the Evangelist Luke, that they conversed
with each other upon the things that had happened at Jerusalem.
It was but a few days before, that the blessed Jesus had been condemned at PiJate's uar, and crucified upon Mount Calvary; and
these vessels of divine mercy had gone to Jerusalem to watch the
result of his c1eath and burial; and when they found that on the
third day, according to his own promise, he had risen again, and
that some of the disciples had seen him, they walked together
homewards talking about the things that had happened at Jerusalem, wondering what would be the result, and no doubt, wishing,
longing, and desiring to see the risen Jesus. Before, however,
they arrived home, Jesus overtakes them as a stranger, enters into
conversation with them, and in answer to their inquiries, preaches
to them himself as the sum and substance of all the ancient prophecies; proving that the things that had happened at Jerusalem,
were in perfect accordance with all the writings of the prophets,
and holy men of old. Still they did not recognize him, for their
eyes were holden, till he sat down with them at their own table;
and then when he took uread and blessed it, and brake it, and gave
it to them, their eyes were opened, and they immediately knew
him, but he instantly disappeared, and they said one to another,
" Did not our hearts burn within us, while he talked with us by
the way, and while h~ opened to LIS the scriptures." And 0 that
the same blessed effect might be experienced by both writer and
reader, whilst we endeavour to meditate a little on the decease that
happen(·d at Jerusalem, for it was on this very subject that Moses
VOL. IlL-No. VI.
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and Elias spake, when they conversed with our blesseJ Saviour at
his transfiguration on the Mount.
We shall treat a little on the cause of the decease that happelled
at Jerusalem upwards of eighteen hundred years ago; and the circumstances attendin~ it; and also notice some of the blessed COIIsequences re"ulting frolIl it.
As there is a cause for every thing, so there was a cause why
Jesus suffered, bled, and died at Jt-rusalem. Many tell us that he
merely died as a mart}r, and that he only shed his precious blood
in confirmation of his being sent of Gou as a new lawgiver; but,
blessed be God, " we have not so learned Christ;" for his word
invariably teaches another doctrine.-It informs us, that when God
first maoe man, he created him in righteousness and true holiness,
and that he subsequently pronounced him very good; but, alas!
how soon he lost his original righteousness, anu instead of continuing very g(~od, he became very bad. The seeds were sown in his
heart by the devil, and they instantly sprllng up and made tl:eir
visible appearance in the conduct of our first parents. They transgres,ed the divine law of their Makel', and thus sin entered into the
world, and death 'by sin, for sin is the transgression of the law, and
oeath isthe punishmentd ue thereon. Now had our first parents never
fallen, sin wou,ld have had no ex;stence on this terrestrial ball, and
~ollsequently there would have been no need of Christ to come on
earth to die for ,in. But they did fall, and sin with all its baneful
concomitants and awful consequences was the result. Many I
know, belie"e that the fall happened by chance, and that God tJid
not will it should, but such do greatly err, not knowing the scriptures, for as Christ was fore-ordained before the foundation of the
world to bleed and die, 1 Pet. i. 19, 20, it presupposes that the introc!uc!ion of sin into the world was fore-appointed also; and to
say that the all-wise God provided a remedy for a disease, whith
might or might not have been, is to charge God with folly, and
indirectly to deny his omniscience and forl'knowledge. But the
fall of man was both foreknown and fore-appointed; and because
the blessed God knew that he had designed to permit sin and death
to enter into the world, the scriplures plainly teach that God provided a Surety in the person of his only-be~ottell and well beloveo
Son; alld to him he therefore imputed, laid upon, or charged to
the account of, all the sins of all till- peop'e whom he had ordained
to save from eternal death. The cause th, refore of the decease
that happened at Jerusalem was Ihe sillS of his people and their
imputation to Christ; hence we read that" God the Father laid
011 him the iniquity of us all," that" Christ bore our sins in his own
body on the tree, and lI,at " he was made sin for us who knew no
sin, that we might l>e made the righteousness of God in him." O!
the inexpressible <lnd inconceivable love of Christ, to undertake to
be our Surely; to be willing to bear our sins, and to yield his life
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a sacrifice for the same, when he bowed his head and gave up the
ghost, at the memorable and never-to-be-forgotten place at Jerusalem. The devil thought by introducing sin and death into the
world, to frustrate the designs of Jehovah, and make nuB and void
his divine purposes; but God foreknew all his hellish inventions
an'! infernal machinations, and by the very decease that happened
at Jerusalem, he destroyed the works of the devil, and made hell
itself to ring with horror and dismay. Satan, by God's permis5ion,
did all the evil he could; but God has and will overrule the same
for his people's good, and the glory of all the attributes and per:.
fections of the Trinity in Unity.
Let us, then, notice the circumstance attending the decea~e that
happened at Jerusalem. Several attempts had been previollsly
made, to take and destroy our blessed Saviour, but they were all
in vain, until the time appointed, and then he voluntarily delivered
himself up, saying, " This is your hour, and the power of darkness." Satan was permItted to possess more than ordinary influence O\'er the heart and mind of .Judas, and therefore he agreed to
take into custody the blessed Saviour, and thereby betray Him,
whose disciple he pretended to be. The blessed Jesus, after supp('r, went, as he was wont, to the Mount of Olives, and there, in
the ~ardell of Gethsernane he prayed and agonized with his heavenly ~'ather on the behalf of his people, until he sweat as it were
great drops of blood falling down to the ground. Now was the
time when the powers of darkness were let loose, and when the
wrath of God lie ht'avy on his righteous soul, so much so, that his
human nature seemed to shrink under the mighty load of his people's sins, and the inconceivable sufferings of his righteous soul,
and he cried, " Father, if it be possible, let the cup pass from me,"
but, as if recollecting himself, he immediately adds, " Not my will,
but thine be done." And angels came and ministered unto him.
In the mean time, Judas was advancing to the spot with a multitude 10 take him, and when Jesus saw them, he delivered himself
up; but all the disciples forsook him and flee\. Blessed Jesus!
Tholl dldst not want their help! Thou didst not now desire to be
eXIricakd, as on former occasions. The hour had now arrived
when thou wa,t determined to fight the battle alone, and let the
people go free. Yet how little was their faith, how weak their
attachment 10 forsake thee at this trying moment; but so it was,
and Peter very shortly after denied him with oaths and curses. He
had a very little while before told our Lord that although all denied
him,ye,t he would not; but Christ (knowlOg that Peter all the time
was ,trusting in his own strength, which was perfect weakness, 10
keep himself) suttered him to fall, to convince him, and all christians who should live after him, that unless we put our trust alone
in God, and rely entirely on hiS gra.ce for our perseverallce, we are
sure to be mastered by the devil, anJ fall very heavily, though
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not finally, to the great grief and pain of our souls. But Jesu:>
delivered himself up and was taken to the High Priest's house,
where he was mocked and smote, blindfolded and struck at, and
many blasphemous things spoken against him. On the following
morning, the elders, the chief priests and scribes dragged him into
their council, when they asked him if he was the Christ, and because he told them he was, they took him away to Pilate; from
Pilate he was .lient to Herod, when the chief priests and scribes
vehemently accused him, and after mocking him, arraying him in
a gorgeous robe, putting a crown of thorns on his head, a reed in
his right hand with which they smote him, and spit upon him; he
was sent back again with his own raiment on to Pilate, where he
underwent a final examination, and notwithstanding both Pilate and
Herod assured the multitude that they could fiud no fault in Christ,
touching those things whereof he was accused; yet the multitude
being filled with malice against him, were so bent upon his crucifixion, that in opposition to the remonstrances of Pilate they cried
out with loud voices," Crucify him, cruci(y him," and in consequence of a repetition or their cry, Pilate gave sentence that it
should be as they required. Then was Jesus led away to be cru,cified. Did he make any resistance? No. As he opened not his
mouth during his trial, neither diu he make any objection to the
sentence of death which was now passed upon him, being put into
execution, for as the prophet Isaiah had foretold of him seven hundred years before, " He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as
a sheep before the shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth."
He well knew the object he had in view, and the great work he had
engaged to perform, even the redemption, salvation, and glorification of all the members of hiS mystical body. The devil was all
this while exulting as he supposed, in the speedy destruction of the
Son of God with all his followers and adherents; but Jesus silently
and cheerfully walks to the place of execution, and for the joy that
was set before him, he endured the cross, and despised the shame.
Behold him then travelling up Calvary's hill, carrying the very cross
on which he was speedily to be suspended as a spectacle to men,
angels and devils. Every eye was upon him; the eye of the law j
-the eye of justice ;-the cJe of angels ;-the eye of the Father;
the eye of the world ;-the eye of the devil, and the eye of his disciples. And no sooner had he arril'ed to the fatal spot, but his
hands and feet were nailed to th~ wood, and the cross with Chri~t
suspended thereoe, placed upright, with one end fastened in the
ground. And with him also were crucified two thieves, the one on
his right hand, and the other on his left. And over him was written an inscription in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin,-" This is Jesus,
the King of the Jews." Behold then, the Saviour crucified. Sce
how busy the soldiers are in casting lots for his coat, and dividing
his garment among them; and hear his enemie~, but especially the
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two who were crucified with him, taunting him and reviling him;

but how soon one of the latter became a sincere penitent and an
humble supplicant. Jesus, by the power and grace of his Spirit
opened his eyes, softened his heart, and wrought faith in his soul,
even at the eleventh hour, so that whilst !>uffering the most acute
pain in his body, and dying by inches, he cried, " Lord remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom ;" and Jesus knowing
that the prayer was the effect of his grace and the Spirit's work in
his soul, immediately answers him, " This day shalt thou be with
me in Paradise." Thus one thief was brought to believe in Jesus,
and made willing to be saved by grace alone, whilst the other was
left to die in his sins, and to be for ever shut out of Paradise.What a di~play was this of sovereign, electin~, and distinguishing
grace I Both thesc men were notorious wicked characters; but
one is taken, and the other is left. Grace was withheld from one,
but bestowed upon the other; and yet God was as just in the damnation of the former, as in the salvation of the latter. But to proceed;- Whilst Jesus hung upon the cross, there was darkness over
all the land for three hours, and he cried, " My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me?" The vail of the temple rent in
twain from the top to the bottom, the earth did quake, the rocks
rent, and the graves were opened. And Jesus knowing that all
things were now accomplished, said, " IT IS FINISHED; and bowed
his head and gave up the ghost," so that when the soldiers came to
break the legs of the malefactors, they break the legs of the two
thieves first, but when they came to Jesus and found that he was
dead already, they brake not his legs; but one of the soldiers with
a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came thereout blood and
water; water to cleanse, and blood to atone. After which, his
body was taken down, embalmed, and buried in a new tomb, and
the same made very secure and well guarded; but Lo! and Behold! The third day soon arrives, and our adorable Saviour Jesus,
very early in the morning, rises a victorious conqueror over sin
death, hell, and the grave, for as the apostle affirms, " Christ was
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for ourjustification," Rom. iv. 24, that is our satisfaction, or to satisfy the church
that he had spoiled principalities and powers, and made a show of
them openly. But this brings me to notice,
.
Some of the blessed consequences resulting from the decease that
happened at Jerusalem. By this decease, or the death of our
blessed Sav!our on the cross, the decrees of Jehovah in his Trinity
of Persons were executed; the covenant of redemption and grace
ratified and conformed; the promises, prophecies, and predictions
of scripture fulfilled; the types, shadows, sacrifices, offerings, and
ceremonies of the old di~pensation done away; the law magnified
-justice satisfied-the Father well pleased-the Holy Ghost the
Comforter sent down-all the sins of all the election of grace
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atollcd for, and their persons entirely justified-the devil and all
his clIli,saries disappointed and conquered; death disarmed of its
stin~-the grave deprived of its terror-the door of the bottomless
pit for ever closed 3g-ainst all the election of grace,-and the kingdom of heaven perpetually open to all believers. Now, these are
some of the blessed consequences resulting from the decease that
happened at Jerusalem; so that the vilest of the vile may have
hope; for by virtue of the death of Christ, God can, does, and will
justify all who believe in Jesus, and still be the just God, who will
by no means acquit the wicked. The death of Christ was the on(y
mean (I speak with reverence) Infinite Wisdom could devise to
save sinners from eternal ruin; therefore, in conclusiun, I shall

add,That the decease that happened at Jerusalem was a wondelful
decease. Wonderful in its invention-wonderful in its execution
-and wonderful in its consequences; here (;hrist IS enlphatically
stiled, "THE WONDERFU L." It was wonderful that the Son of
God should so far humble himself as to unite himselr with our Ilature, and as our Surety "become obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross," and still more wonderfull hat he should pass by
fallen angels, and come on earth to die for Sinners, even the chief
of sinners, yea, thieves, adulterers and llIurderers ot the vilest
east.
This decease was incomparable. None like it ever preceded it,
and none like it will ever come after it. It was the Due offering,
the only offering by which "Christ perfected for ever Ihem that
sanctified" or set apart in the mind, 1'1111, purpose, and design of
Jehovah, from everlasting- past, 10 be his peculiar people.
It was a necessary decease. Yea, so nel:es~ary, that if it had
11evcr taken place, no sinuer eould ever havc been saved fr2m hell,
or entered heaven; for it is utterly impossible for any to make the
least atonement to divine justice for one transgression, and therefore God would have been bound by hisholiness,justice and equity
to have doomed all the race of Adarn to the abyss of woe for ever
ami ever.
Lastly, I remark, that it was a blessed decease. Blessed indeed
to all who know their interest in it, for they only can joy in God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom they have received the
atonement, and say with the apostle, ., We have redemption
through his blood, even the forgiveness of all our sins; for they
know that their sins are pardoned by his blooll :.nd their person,;;
justified by his righteousness, so that the law call not condemn them,
justice cannot smlte them, the world caunot harm them, lIor the
devil devour them. They therefore delight to meditate on this
decease, to read abollt it, to converse about it, and to hear about
it, whenever and wherever they can. And as it \ViII occupy their
thoughts and attention whilst on earth, it 1'1111 be the subject of their
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song, and the principal ingredient of their happiness in heaven,
through the countless ages of eternity.
Now, reader, what is your t hOllghts on this memorable decease,
that happened at Jeru,alem j 800 years ago? It may be, you have
not yet given it a moment's consideration? .If so, I pr1 y God that
the reading of the foregoing remarks may be· applied with power
to 1'our soul; and then I am sure, if you have hitherto seen· no
form nor comeliness in Christ, that you should desire him; you
will soon discover that he is the chiefest among ten thousand, and.
the altogether lovely; and be determined like the apostle to know
nothing among men save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.

•

My soul rejoice in Jesus' name,
For his great dying love;
He suffer'd death that I might live,
. And reIgn with him above.
My soul rejoice in Jesus' nam e.
For all thy debts be paid;
'Vllen he to Justice and the Law,
·A satisfaction made.
My soul, rejoice in Jesus' name,
For Ms redeeming grace;
He very soon will call thee home,
To see him face to face.

·---000--·--

AN ATTEMPT TO DELINEATE FUOl\1 SCRIPTURE THE BEGINNING,
PROGRESS, AND ENJ), OF THE WORK OF GRACE IN THE SoUL
of MAN.-BY A CLERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH OF ENGI,AND.

"This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the Church."
(A Series, continued/ram p. 210)
THE PEUSON AND WORK OF CUIlIST JESUS AS GOD AND

M AN.

first covenant, or that, with tbe nature of whicb man was first
made acquainted, being done away, as to the benefits resulting from
it to him, byllis own wilful transgression; the oiber was immediately proclaimed, and came intll exercise, with respect to those
tlesignated tberem to be partakers of its blessings, the elect seed;
for this covenant was not entered'into for the redemption of the
whole human race; but, for that ora certain part of the same, who
were, " in the counsels of God, secret to liS," chosen in Christ as
their head by spiritual, as Adam was of mankind in general by na-tural genNatlOn; it being the covenant part of the Father to bring
such by Christ to salvation, to accept them in him and make them
THE
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eternally happy. And the receiving and enjoying the privileges
of this covenant depended not, on the part of the elect, on their
actual and personal obedience to the law of God; any more, than
on their paying the penalty it now demanded; in either of these
cases they would never have received them; but solely on the merits of their covenant head and surety, Jesus Christ; the perfect
obedience He, in the human nature and in their place, should yield
to the law throughout his life, and the satisfaction he'should make
to its demands by his death: neither was there any such condition
as this supposed, that they should embrace Christ, when set before
them; which, as they are by nature, they can no more do than
obey the law and pay its penalty; Eph. ii. 1., moreover, the certainty of their embracing the gospel was provided for in the same
L'ovenant ; the Holy Spirit pledging himself to put the elect in possession of this!salvation, by producing in them what is called the new
birth-the new man, in the very image which Adam had, by transgression, lost; and it is by faith, the leading grace of the new creature, that they are enabled to apprehend, and live upon Christ.
But to return to the immediate subject of this chapter-the Person
and work of our glorious Head.
As a Person in the ever-blessed Trinitv, He was very and eternal God, equal with -the Father and the Holy Spirit: of this truth
we consider the following passages in scripture quite sufficient
pmofs: the Q2d and nine following verses of Prov. viii, wherein
the eternal pre-eristence of the Son, " in the bosom of the Father,"
John i. 18. is distinctly stated; Isaiah pronounces him the mighty
God," chap. ix. 6. Jeremiah speaks of him in chap. xxiii. 6, and
again in chap. xxxiii. 16. as "the Lord (or as in the margin, from
the Hebrew) Jehovah, our righteousness:" Repeatedly did our
Lord himself assert his own proper Divinity; we would mentioQ
only one remarkabl,e and decided saying of his to this effect, wherein he claims the title peculiar to Jehovah, by which he had revealed himself of old to Moses, Exodus iii. 14. " The I AM!" the
pronoun which follows in the passage referred to, John viii. 2,1-,
was put in by our translators, as is acknowledged by its being
written in italics. We shall mention one passage more, as containing a testimony to this truth from the li ps of the apostle-" of whom
as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed
for ever," Rom. ix. 5, and shall conclude this part of the subject
with requesting our readers to compare Rev. xxi. 23, with xxii. 5.
in the former verse the Lamb is said to be the light of the cityin the latter, the" Lord God :" again the 13th verse of chap. xxii.
wherein our Lord calls himself, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last," with the 16th, in which
he designates himself by his peculiar title, Jesus.
This glorious Person, the Son, did, in thejulness if time, according to the eternal covenant, take man's nature upon him; an
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I"mum soul, and an Iturnan bor(y; and not, as some vain dreamers
imagin,e, an hlJnJall body ONLY; for in this ca~e, he would not
" in all ,things have been made like Ul1to his brethren," Heb. ii.
17. being dt1fective in the most important part: further, the body
of itlielf can yield np obedil(flce to the la,w of.God, being merely a
passive instrument to tpe soul; if then the hLlf).lan body was all that
.Je~us had, he did not in our pature, b~t in his own, as God, yield
a sioless obedience to toe law, and we are yet in our sins; nor was
the image,to be restored to the,\>ody, in which it was not and COllld
I)Ot hav,e been made. The Divine nature of Christ never cOllld
have been tempted after the manner that he was, or "like as we
are;" Heb. iv. 15, for what is Satan tempting liS to do? to renounce oLlr allegiance to God, to step into his throne; and that
this .was the nature of Chl'jst's temptations is eVidynt from the qistory of them, Matt. iv. &c. if then h'e had merely an human body,
~nJ his 'Godhead stood in the place of the soul, Satan tempted God
to renounce God; the absurdity of which a chilJ, we should suppose, may perceive.
~
God issaid in,scdpture, p~rticLll~rly,\yith,r~spectto the rebellious
Israelites, to have been tempted to give up man, but no where to
deny himself: if it be said we represent,t,he Son as a Per(lon in the
Trinity distinct from the Father, and therefore the Son may be
supposed to hlVe been tempted to renounce his allegiance to the
Father; we rep.!y, this supposition inv<;>lves ,an impossibility, as
m'.lchl..as the other does ~o absurdity; since though distinct in
Pe1'~'on, they al'e the srone in Eiise,nce; ,and thus the Son is ,said t.o
be " the' brightness ,of the Father's glory,and the express image of
his Person," Heb .. i..$. and aga~n, "the· image of the invi~ible
God ,". Col i. 15. sO much so" .that, not the sligh,test opposition. or
disagreement in their imtures could, 01' ~v.er can, possibly exist; sO
that, " such as the. Father i~, such is, the SOil"" Ath. Creed :" ~nd
therefore, ~he Son never (as ton<:hing his Godhead) could have been
tempted ~o deny the Fa~her: .from ~be w~ole, we cpnclnclew;ith the
Ch~lrch of England, in the above Creed, that Christ was" perf~ct
God and perfect man, of a 1't;asonab(e ~pul and human flesh suosisting;" tbat God the Son, to,ok the wh,p(e hUqJan nature into the
Godhead; and that by the union of the two natur;es, one Person
was formed, whom the Scripture calleth Chri,st,.!hat.is, the anointed,
" never to be divided ;" Article 2, and be is called Christ, because
anointed, as Media,tor, with the Holy, Spirit, for ,the wqrk and
offices, ,he, fOl.:,his ele('t, had coven51nted to perform and sustain.
Nl)W this'human nature, which t/le Son took into his Godhead,
and ,In which be suff~red, was, by tile ,\nfluence of the Holy ~pirit
upon.her, Lul<.e i. 35, ".n)adeofa WOlU<ln,)' Gal. iv. 4. according
to ~he word of promise, ~en. iii, 15, and that w;plI,lan of the seed of
. Abraoam, agreeably, to the promise made to qim, Gen. xii, 3. and
Vo!. IlL-No. VI.
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Gal. iii.16. "made underthe law," Gal. iv. 4, because those whom
he came to redeem, were" under the law, shut up unto the faith
which should be revealed" in him; Gal. iii. 23. " made under the
law," under all the pains and penalties attached to the breach of it,
and under all the infirmities to which, by Adam's transgression, the
body was become subject: and the work the Son covenanted to
perform was, in this nature perfectly to fulfil that law; and though
sinless himself, Heb. iv. 15, to snffer all the penalty the violated
law denounced upon his elect; thus," to be made sin, though he
knew none; that his people, who, in themselves, knew nothing
else, might be made the righteousness of Godl in him. 2 Cor.
v.21.
Accordingly, in the fulness of time, the Son actually took our
nature u pan him; and having in the vari9us stages of infancy,
childhood, and manhood, yielded a sinless obedience to the law,
ended his human life on the cross, that being an accursed death,
Deut. xxi. 23, and Gal. iii. 10, that he might redeem his people
from the curse of the law: thus, in theit' nature and stead, by his
life and death, he magnified the law, and made it eternally honourable,; and satisfied that attribute of Deity, which had been offended
at the fall, his justice; that his mercy might, consistently with the
same, be displayed in the salvation of tho;e, for whom, and in
whose stead, Christ suffered; the union, in his Person of the Divine with the human nature, giving an infinite value to all he did
and suffered; and therefore, making those sufferings of sufficient
value to satisfy a demand, which was infinite, because made by the
iy!finitely holy law, of a Being infinite in every attribute and perfection ; which demand could not therefore, in any other way,
ever have been satisfied at all; and now, by the satisfaction thus
made to jus\ice, the mighty obstacle being removed, grace might
have the sway, for the restoration of the lost image of God in the
soul; which, as we shall proceed forthwith to shew, is done by the
Holy Spirit, through Christ, as the reward of his sufferings; and
thus, he is entitled the" Everlasting Father;" Isai. ix. 6, or, in
other words, as Adam naturally begat a son (and thus in fact, the
whole human race), in his own image, namely, a corrupt one; so
Christ, the second Adam, through the Spirit, begets his elect in
his image, the image of God.
Now, this was the work of Christ, in a state f)f humiliation: if
we follow him with the eye of faitli into the realms of glory: we
contemplate him in the threefold character of Prophet, Priest and
Kmg; each office sustained for his elect, and for them alone; as
first, that of Prophet; " the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy;" Rev. xix. 10. and Moses testified concerning him,
saying, " A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you,
of your brethren, like unto me;" Acts iii. 22, and accordingly, at
his transfiguration, after the proclamation, "this is my beloved'
Son," followed the command, " heal' ye him." Matt. xviI. 5.
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Scattered about in this sin-disordered world, of which the wilderness of Sinai was indeed an emblem, the people of God must
needs have a guide; and, blessed be his name, such an one is provided for them, in the person of their exalted Saviour; one who is
as infallible in his counsels, as omnipotent in his power: the promise is. " all thy children shall be taught of the Lord;" Isai. liv.
13, that is, of the Lord the Spirit; but this Spirit is imparted
through Christ; and therefore, to none but his members; as the
holy oil wherewith Aaron was anointed, " went down to the skirts
of 'his garments;" so the Holy Spirit, wherewith our Jesus is
anointed, descendeth in all its blessed influences, to the meanest
members of its mystical body, the church. Our Lord, after promising his disciples to send them the Spirit, add" "when he, the
Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth ;" John x vi.
13. Pilate, never having been endued with this Spirit, enquired,
" what is truth?" John xviii. 38. The children of God" have an
unction from the Holy One, even Jesus ;" repeatedly so called in
l'lcripture, and by divers persons; by angels, Luke i. 35.-by men,
Job. vi. 10. Ps. xvi. 10. Acts iii. 14.-by devils, Luke iv. 34. and
having this unction, "they know all things ;" 1 John ii. rlO. yea,
"they judge all things, yet they themselves arejudged of no man."
1 Cor. ii. 15. But this Spirit is the Spirit of Christ, receivedfrnm
and throuf[h him; called also, the ., mind of Christ:" 1 Cor. ii. 16.
and abundant evidences do the people of God give, that they are
endued with" this power from on high," for no sooner does the
Spirit of their Elijah rest on them, thalt they begin to prophecy to
this ungodly world, its certain and approaching destruction; yea,
and woe be to them that set at naught and scofI' at the warning
voic<!; they shaH have to answer for their contempt of these sons of
the P1'ophet, at his tribunal.
As the elect are " made priests to God," and," a royal priesthood," 1 Pet. ii. 9. there must needs be an High Priest over them,
in whose all-prevailing name, they may offer up their prayers and
praises; and such an one also, have they in Jesus; as it is written,
., to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God, b!/ Jesus
Christ:" 1 Pet. ii. 5. yea~ he is such an High Priest, as doth in every
way" become them ;" one who can be touched with the feeling of
their infirmities, seeing he was tempted in all points like as they
are;" Heb. iv. IS. "yet needeth not daily, as those high priests
under the law, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins," Heb. vii.
27. for he" was without sin," iv. 15. "nor then for the people's;
forthis he did once, when he offered up himself." vii. 27. Moreover, truly under the law, they were many priests, because they
were not suffered to continue, by reason of death; but our High
Priest. because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable prie:sthood, vii. 23, 24. "made not after the t:arnal commandment, bllt
after the power of an endless life; vii. 16. his eternal Priesthoou
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w'a~' confirmed to him by the oath Of Jel1ov'ah; as it is wriltell,

" the Lord sware, and will not repent, thoiJ art a Priest for ever,
after the order of Melchisidec:" vii. 21. the children of God are,
therefore, the priests " of toat true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, and not man.~' viii. 2. "This h()(lOf have ;:tU his saints ;"
and they know their security in, the office; for the High Priest, in
whose right they serve] " is able to save to the zitt'trmost them that
come unto God by him, seeing he ever li'veth to make intercession
fOf them." Jt is highly wort~y of notice, How fully this doctrine
is set forth in the services of the Church of England: the coilgre'gatioli is supposetl to COII'gist of dl~se priests of the Lord, true believers; ana they are represented as offering up prayers and thanksgivings, in the name of their great High Priest, for themselves and
'Others; for every such offering concludes with, " through Jesus
Christ our Lord," or some equivalent expression.
Lastly, the children of God are said to be kings, in right of iheit·
, great Head-" thou hast made us unto our God, kings;" Rev. v.
J O. and for this cause he exercises the regal officle, to rule over
them, and in them by his Spirit; that they thro'ugh hh'n" shoul'd
also reign u,pon the earth." Rev. v. 10. Our Lord told Pilate that
he was a king, though" his kingdom' was not of thiS: world." John
xviii. 36,31. Yes," our Jesus is gone up on high;".he is exalted
." far above all principaIity, and power, arid might, and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in
that which is to come :" Eph. i. 21. happy they, wno are brought
'to ackrJOwledge him their King; through him, though" poor and
persecuted in tl:Jis present worId," Jariies ii. 5. they truly reign;
Rev. v. 10: yea, though the world see no" beauty" in them, any
'more than i't did in their great Redeeirler, Jet do they resemble each
one the child~en of.a .kiug ;" and soon shall the voice of jubile.e ue
. heard, Let ZIOIl reJoIce, and Judah be glad, behold! "thy KING
come I h," " with ten thousand of his saints," J ude 14, to take thee
to thine eternal home.
Thus have we endeavoured to desCribe somewhat of tlle Person
and work of the God-man Christ Jeslls, and 'the threefold Office he
still exercises for his elect; for the due discharge of which, according to tHe eterdal cove haM, he \vas anointed with the Holy
Spirit; which dispensed through him', aoes, in the fulness of time,
regenerate his people indiviCIually, thus restbring the image of Go":'
and this new man, wnose rise and end we are about to describe,
being so produced, will, through'out the whole of his continuance
in his earthly house of this tabernacle," ever look to Christ with
the eye of faith, as appearing in the threefold cHaract'er Of his PI'Ophet, Priest, and Kllig j the Joshua who, on th'e death of Moses,
should bring him into the land of Can'aan, Josh. i. I, ~. Rom. viri.
3. " the rest that remaineth to the people of God j" Heb. iv. !,I.
yea, " as the eyes of a maiden look unto the harld of her mistress;"
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so cloth the new man with the spiritual eye, the eye of faith, e, look
unto the Lord his God, though from the doubts amI fears the old
man will suggest, that eye will oft be dim with weeping.

lit Qur next paper will be cOllsidered the
of tile New:Man.

Conc~ption

and Birth

---000-

REVELATION· OF CHRRIST TO THE SOlJ,L.
WHENlVER Christ is revealed by the dispensation of the gospel,
light arises there: "The people w:hi<;,h sat in darkness, saw great
light: and to them which sat iH the region, and shadow of death,
light springs up." And whenever he· is ~avingly manifested to a
sOIlI, there is a divine light diffused in all the nooks and comers
of the heart, insomuch that the man that moment is" called out of
darkness into God's marvelious light;" and this Hght is sweet, and
" it is a pleasant thing for the eyes to beholdl the sun." May he
be manifested unto you, so as he is not manifested unto the world,
and let your cries to hea\'en be accompanied with a diligent attendance ill his conrts and hii5 words,. "as unto a light shining in a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts;
and wait for it, as they that wait for the morning," I say, more
than they that wait for the morning-; for whenever he is displayed
in his glory to the soul, it will make your heart to rejoice with the
light that is in it; then" the ,time of the singing of birds is come."
There is life in him, and this affords matter of joy. "In him
was life, and the life was the light of men." This is one of his famons titles, ,e the resurrection and the life, the way, the truth, and
the life: This is the record of God,that God hath given to us cter.
nallife: and this life is in his Son," ,and" We are in him that is
true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eter.
nal life; and he that hath the San, hath \,ife." Christ works wonders among the dead; let him be manifested to a poor soul dead
in trespasses and sins, immedii>tely it is quickened, the spirit of
life enters into it. How comes it about, that there lie such a mul.
titude of Jead souls like dry bones in the valley of visioB, notwithstanding ofa clear dispen,ation of the gospel ~ Why, the matter
is, though Christ and God in him, be externally manifested alld
revealed, Jet they never to this day saw i,n Ithe Ii!!ht of the Spirit,
or by faith of him, the Sliirit's operati'Ol'l; and therefore it is, that
they that are dead, remain dead still,and they thatllre filthy remain
filthy still. But though the unbeliev1r1.g ignorant world should
ne,ver know him, yet there is life ,in him to them that ,know him.; ,a
life of just'if.ieatioA to the so1l1 that is con'demned by the law; a life
of sanctification to them that are per'ishihg under ,the power and
pollution of sin; a life of cot'Jsolation to them who through pressnres of divine terrors are laid in the lowest' pit, in darkness, and
i·n the deeps; a life of eternal glory to them that deserved to have
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died the second death, and been " pUl1i~hed with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and the glory of his
power."
There is peace in Christ, and of God in him. God in Christ is
a " God of peace," committing to us a word of reconciliation;
hence one of the famous titles of Christ is, " The Prince of peace:"
he is our peace with God," for he makes peace by the blood of
his cross; When we were enemies, we were I econciled to God by
the death of his Son." He makes peace with conscience, by sprinkling his blood upon it; let but Christ be manifested to a soul distracted with the terrors of a guilty conscience, immediately the
storm is hushed into a pleasant calm. And by the manifestation of
him, peace is made up between man and man; the name of Cbrist
displayed in its power makes the" wolf to d well with the lamb, and
the leopard to dwell peaceably with the kid." What is it that creates such divisions among us at this day? the church is rent, congregations are rent, and run into different parties: why, the glory
of God in Christ, which is the centre of peace and love, is departed;
little of Christ, or of his cause and interest, is before our eyes,
" everyone minding his own things, but few the things of Christ ;"
and I despair ever to see our divisions settled, till the name and
glory of Christ, and his cause and interest, come to be greater ill
our eyes.
In Christ, blessed be his name, there is redemption and remission
of sin ~ he is called" the Redeemer:" " The Redeemer shall come
to Zion." We are said to " have redemption in his blood, even
the forgiveness of sin." He is the Lord, " panloning iniquity,
transgression, and sin." Whenever he manifests himself savingly
unto a poor soul, crying," Mine iniquities are gone over my head,
as a burden too heavy for me to bear;" the poor soul can read
pardon of its sin, and sing with David," Bless the Lord, 0 my
soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Who pardoneth all thine iniquities: and who redeems thy life from destruction."
There is not only remission of sin in him, but a law-magnifying
and justifying righteousness. "In his days J udah shall be saved,
and Israel shall dwell in safety: and this is his name whereby he
shall be called, THE LoaD oua RIGHTEOUSNFSS." And, whenever
this name of his is read with the application of faith, saying, " In
the Lord have I righteousness." The poor condemned smner, that
was trembling before the bar of his own conscience, begins to lift
his head, and say, "Who can lay any thing to my charge? It is
God that justificth: who is he tbat condemneth ?" Christ is the end
of the law, and through him the righteousness of the law is fulfilled;
for he was" made SI[) for us, who knew no sin, that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him."
Health or healing is with him. "I am the Lord that healeth thee,

I
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JEHovAH-RoPAI." "Unto you that fear my name, shall the Su ll
of righteousness arise with healing in his wings." Thus the eyes
of the blind were opened, the ears of the deaf unstopped, the lame
man made to leap like an hart, and the tongue of the dumb to sing.
Let this name be but whispered into the heart by the Spirit, or let
it be but called upon by faith in prayer, it will make the bones
which were broken to rejoice. All soul maladies and diseases vanish before it. "He sent forth his word, and healed them."
He is a shelter in a stormy day: c~ The Lord is a strong tower."
When storms and tempest are blowi ng, the believer, then can si ng
and say. cc In the floods of great waters, they shall not come near
unto me, for the Lord is my refuge, and my strength, and a very
present help in time of trouble; therefore I will not be afraid ;"
He is the" strength of the poor, and the strength of the needy in
his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when
the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall. I will
lay me down in peace, and sleep, for thou, Lord, makest me to
dwell in safety. I will not be afraid of ten thousands of the people,
who set themselves against me round about.
There is honour and preferment in him: "I will set him on
high, because he hath known my name." Whenever Christ is ma·
nifested to a soul, it gets a name and a place within God's house,
better than of sons and daughters among men; and hence it is, that
the" righteous is more excellent than his neighbour; ever since
thou wast preciolls in my sight, thou hast been honourable." In a
word, not to multiply particulars here, salvation is the name of our
God in Christ: "Our God is the God of salvation; and unto God
the Lord do belong the issues from death." And whenever a poor
soul by faith reads the name of God in Christ, it is capable to read
its own salvation, and to sing, " Behold God is my salvation: I will
trust, and not be afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and
my song, he also is become my salvation. And therefore with joy
will I draw water out of the wells of salvation:' Thus you see what
matter of joy there is in the llame of God as it is displayed in
Christ; and therefore let us rejoice in his name, and glory in it all
the day long.
THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
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To the Editors of the Gospel Maga:t.ine.
DEAR SIRS,

TH E following text was uot selected specifically in respect to yourself, but it arrested my attention as a subject, from which some practical good might be deduced; and having been previously selfcondemned by the brotherly reproof, conveyed in the letter of
" A Stranger" aud "F. T.", the text being so very appropriate,
that I must fir~t address a few words to JOU, acknowledging myself
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one of your correspondents, who has neglected a duty towards
you-a sister who has felt the reproof, and anxious to exoner;lte
herselffrom any cbarge of intentional neglect or ingratitude. We
often err from ignorance, not knowing our duty; pray accept a n . ,
apology. and beli.eve me I have felt gratef.ul for, ,and gratified by
\,il
your having noticed me at all; but we are too apt to be satisfied
\
I
I
with feeling when we ou!?:ht to act. I must add my unfeigned
thanks for your most excellent remarks on the Lord's Day-your
readers are much indebted to you; and also for the subsequent
paper on that dreadfuJly perverted and cOlltrovert\;:d rite, baptism.
However small the outward light may be; we have to bless the spirit
of God for having given you that inward illumination, by which you
are enabled simply to put truth in its proper place; and QJay
the Lord give you strength to wield the pen a little longer for his . \
name's sake, and to his glory. Yours, dear Sirs, with christian re(
gar.d and respect,
..
A F£l\fAJ,E WANDERER IN THE WILDERNESS.
,.Apri/.2B, 1838.
CONTRITION •

.", I do remember my fanlts this day."-Gen. xli. 9.
is, my intention to notice only a few Jeadin~ points upon which

IT
the,reflecting mind may enhtrge: ami the Lord grant, that assisted
.by his Holy Spirit we may I'tudy every portion of Holy Writ, for
the benefit of the divine life, by an increasing knpwledge of ourselves ,and of :God, and a cOlltinual practical beli~f in our Rcd~emer.

The words of the text convey to my mind, first, the nature of
man-selfishness, the ruling pas'lIlJO, and from whence springs every
,other evil propensity, is predominantly seen in the butler's neglect
of Joseph-himself freed, reinstated-Jo!leph was forgotten-absorbed in, devoted to self-enjoying freedom, luxuries, ease-his
pri!lon companion, the innocent Joseph, he to whom God gave the
spirit of interpretation, to predict the good that came to pass; he
who had served him; who had asked to be remembered,-" Think
on me, when it shall be well with thee, and show kindness I pray
thee, and make mention of me to Pharaoh, and bring me out of this
house," xl. 140, 15. he was forgotten-" Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him." 0 God what creatures we
are! I shrink from myself in the contemplation of our nature-oo.
jects no longer seen arc soon forgotten-the misery we do not witness is .little thought of-and even that of which we have partaken
-shared with a fellow-sufferer, is unremembered, and the fellowsufferer also, when self is released. But a time arrives when we
remember our faults-and welLis it if we acknowledge them-this
did the butler, -" I do rt;member my f~ults,"-he might ,refer both
to his having displeased his sovereign? and the neglect of the intp.r-
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preter of his dream. Three points may be considered-the rememhr.ance of a fault-:-the acknoU/ledgm.ent-and the re,lult, which was
the ernancipa,tion of Joseph. from, which flowed such it train of
wonderful events. ~econdly, we see the sovereignty of God -for
two full years longer was Joseph left in the dungeon-unknown to
Pharaoh, unthought of by his butler; Who brQught this selfish
mortal to remember Joseph ? Who appointed the means? Did he
think on Joseph when it was well with hiinself? Was it to show
him kindness that he meiltioned him to Pharaoh? That he was
brought out of that house? No: It was by constraint. It was the
great Jehovah, who works in his own way. The appointed time
was arrived: Joseph must be set at liberty-he must come to hiS
decreed work. H ad hiS release depended on the butler, this
highly favoured servant of the Lord would have been left to perish
in the dungeon; but no ,-events of such vast impGlrtance ate not
left to the capriciolls will of poor, erring, selfish man. Pharaoh's
dream was the moving- cause of thi~, and all that follows in the interesting history of J oseph, and the marveilol:ls dealings of God
with his selected people. 0 Lord, how wondrous are thy ways!
How are the feelings changed ,when we contemplate Thee, Thy
greatness, power, wisdom, love, excite our highest admiration and
sELF.abasement.
Prostrate before Thee, the believer is continually constrained to
cry out, " Lord, I remember my faults this da)·." The'result of
a remembrance and acknowledgment is well k'lown to the ex perimental christian. Driven to the foot of the cross, the Spirit that
stirs within, asks for and receives strength to ove'rcome :-" 1 wilt
subdue thine iniq1,1ities" is the pl'omis'e. I have blotted out all
thy sins, is the heart'-.cheering sound of the gospel. Looking unto
Jesus, we are more than conquerors through him that loved us;
and under the Spirit's influence, we are enabled to do our duty
towards God and man for HIS sake. "Who gave himself for us,
that he might, re~eem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself
a peculiar people, zealous of good works.
---000---

APHORISMS BY WILLIAM ROl\lAINE,

Never before Published.
No. XLII.
WHEN the fulness of time was come, what joy was there in heaven
among the angels, when it was annotwced that the eternal Son of
the' Father was to come down to this lower world to take human
1,lature. Those beavenly spirits thought it a very high honour to
be the messc.ngyr of it, to poor shepherds, with whom they could
rejoice, that their God and our God was become incarnate. They
Vo!. IlL-No. VI. '
2K
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brought glad tidIngs of great joy, which included all the good
which infinite mercy had to give, and the sinner could receive.
Hereby light comes to them who are sitting in darkness, and life
to them who are in the shadow of death, pardon to the guilty, comfort to the mourning, liberty to the captive, strength to the helpless,
and heaven to the miserable. How blessed a change do they experience, when by faith they know and can say, " Unto us a child
is born, unto us a son is given.
The way in which the Holy Ghost glorifies Jesus in the heart
of a believer is, by giving him such views of the infinite fulness
and everlasting sufficiency of Immanuel, that he is quite satisfied
with him. His conscience is brought into sweet peace through the
sprinkling of the blood of the Lamb of God, so that when 'guilt
would arise, and unbelieving fears disturb, he is enabled, t hrough
faith in Jesus to maintain his peace; because, whatever rendered
him hateful to God, he sees it removerl by his adorable Surety;
and whatever God could love him for, he finds himself interested
j~ it through the infinitely precious obedience' of the Lord our
tlghteousness.
The Holy Spirit shows the believer that every thing in its very
highest perfection, is treasured up in the infinitely rich Saviour,
this gives him a delightful earnest and foretaste of.glory. So that
his whole heart and soul grow entirely in love with that beauty of
all beauties, and he sees it, and while he sees it, he finds it is heaven to feel it, This is my beloved, and this is my friend.
How safely may we trust the faithfulness of God, how happily
rest llpon his almighty love. For all thingJ for the good of soul
and body are promised to him that believeth. 0 that the Lord
may increase our faith, so that in an hour of need we· may find
him very near our hearts, filling us with joy and peace in believing.
Can you, believer, look back upon every part of your life, especially the latter part of it, and is there anything upon which, that
you cannot but write, THIS< IS MERCY. Mercy before time, mercy
in time, and mercy beyond time.
Where does the fountain head and spring of mercy arise? Why
in the covenant of the Holy and blessed Trinrty, from w hence we
derive a rich provision to supply all our wants, to pardon all our
sins, to save us from all misery, and to give us a title to endless
glory. All this the believer enjoys here below in reversion by
faith.
Believer,. whatever thy burden be, cast it upon the Lord·, and
you will be lightened; if thy soul has lost any creature comfort,
go to Jesus, he is still thy salvation, and thy great reward. If your
soul be grieved with indwelling sin, remember it is pardoned, and
the Spirif of Life which is in Christ Jesus hath made you free from
the law of sin and death.
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A SHORT COMMENT OF M,R. ROJ\IAINE'S UPON THE FOURTH
psALM.

(continuedfrom page 226.)
BE LlEVERs are here called upon to trust in the Lord always; that
they may offer to him through the Beloved Jesus, the sacrifice of
praise continually: for which end we should be seeking in all
means for more sense of his fav,our towards us, an increase of which
is better than all the world's goods: for it makes us live safe and
happy, under the care of God both night and day. Blessed are
they who can sing these words with melody in their hearts unto the
Lord.
----000----

BERRIDGE'S LETTERS.
LETTER XXI.

Tabernacle, Feb.20, 1786.
DEAlt AND HONOURED SIR,

ON Sunday three weeks, the 12th of March, I purpose to wait upon
you at Clapham, and beg of Christ to give us the meeting. I am

to preach at Tottenham in the morning, and the afternoon service
will be over before five. May I have leave to expect your carriage
to convey an old drone, for such I now am, to Clapham. Indeed,
I now belong to the family of Dolittles; the Lord make the little I
do effectual; and I heartily thank him for giving me a will when I
had strength; aud for ,not laying me aside, but continuing a small
measure of strength now I am old. No master like Jesus! every
endearment meets in this master, the Father, the Brother, the Husband, and Friend! Every office centres in him. "Blessed are your
eyes, for they see," Jesus saith to his disciples. And may we not
join in thanking God for this blessedness bestowed on us alsot The
Lord open our eyes m,ore clearly, and keep them open, till we behold the precious Jesus, face to face. You are indebted to him for
the will and the power to be bountiful, and for continuing the will,
notwithstanding the daily trouble and frequent impositions attending your bounty. The praise is his due, give it, I trust you do
give it to him all. But chiefly are you indebted to Jesus for giving
you a sight of himself and drawing your heart after him. This is
the dawn of eternal blessedness. A view of the Lord of glory, is
glory springing up in the soul: and as this view groweth clearer
and more abiding, the glory increaseth, till at length it is consum_
mated by an eternal weight of glory. What a prospect is here
opened to the believer, and what a claim of eternal praise from
him, who was born a child of wrath, and an heir of hell, but thro'
grace has been snatched as a brand from the burning, adopted into
the family above, and made a child and heir of God Most Hlgh.Thus, the beggar is lifted up from his dunghill, and exalted among
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the princes of heaven. The Lord make all your dear relatives
partake of this blessin~. May Jcsu~'s grace be with you, and with
your affectionate servant,
JOHN BERRIDGE.
--""--000----

AN ATTEMPT TO RESCUE THE HOLY SCRIPTURES FROM THE
lUDlCULE AND OBJECTIONS OF UNBELlEVEHS.

(£'ontinued from p. 228.)
JOHN.
CHAP. I.
14. Instead of " The word was 17ladejlesh," read The word became flesh.
Christ took UpOIJ him our nature voluntarily, not £'ompulsively.
CHAP. IV.
I. As" therefore the Lord knew," &c.
23. "But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worshi p the Father in spirit and in truth; for the Father
seeketh such to worship him.
2'~. "God is a spirit, and they that worship him, must worship
him in spirit and in truth."
~bSf\'bations.
The Arians and Socinians make a pretext that the Father is the
only object of divine worship, and bring these two ver~es to support their assertion; but their opinion is subverted when the original is read without interpolation, and eHry Greek word has its
full and proper signification.
It should therefore be observed, because that {,mi' in ver. 23,
rendered" seeketh," implies ~oJlle defect in the Father's Omniscience, and the conjunctive particle lIet:l\~ is omitted in the COllllllon
reading of nr. 24., also the translators have supplied two worus
in that ,;erse, which are not in the original, as the itali£'s shew ;
"but read it without those, and we have a proof here, as well as in
Phil. iii. 3., that the Holy Spirit is an object of divine adoration
with the Father.
23. "But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worship.
pers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth;" and truly
the Father requireth* such worshipping of bim.
24. Also the worshippers of God the Spirit,t must worship him
in spirit and in truth.
III ''I}TU is 3d pers. Sillg. indic. from ZHTU1, which signifies to requirf',
a8 well as, to seek; and npOQXV'01l'7t:1\" is a participle pres. a<ocus. pILII'.
agreeing with TOIOVTOI" tales adorantis; aud though t:l\in"6, is the acclls.
sing. as it fullows another accusative, it may be properly read as a
gellltive, with greater prop riety than TOV, "POQXU'OV'Tt:I\, can he read .. to
wortihip."
t 1 conSIder myself flllly authoriztd to read verse 23, as I have given
°
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CHAP. IV.
'26. Jesus saith unto ber, rAM, 'E')'W':P.I, that spcaketh Ullto

thee.

CHAP.

vn.

. 28. Instead of" Ye both know me, and ye know whence I am,"
read Do:yf. indeed know me, and whence I am ?-PaTklmrst.

CHAP. X.
30. I and the Father, we are ONE.*

CHAP. XII.
32. And I,

I shall have been raised up from the earth,
will drawt the WHOLE unto me.
43. For they detired the esteem of men more than the glory of
Gou.
WHEN

CHAP. XIII.
1. Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus having known
that his hour was come, &c.
27. And with the Sop Satan then took possession in ~im.

it, both from the proper meaning of the Greek text, and also from 2 Cor.
iii. 17., 18., {<specially of the marginal reading of verse Hl, which is the
true one. See also my trar.slation of Phil. iii. 3., and the reading ill our
common Bibles, of Acts v. 3.4., where the Apostle Peter calls the Holy
Ghost, "GOD." But if this reading of v('r. 24, should be objected to,
and that we nIUSt. bring in the auxiliary verb, is, it should be read-The
Spirit is God, and those worshipping him, must worship him in spirit and
truth.-Should Acts ii. 17., be advanced as an objection to this reading
I reply, that the Apostle was preaching in the Hebrew tongue, and therefore inilubitably spoke the very words of Joel ii. 28.; and it was Jehovah
who then 8pake, as you may see hy ver. 12.; therefore it was a promiset
corff~spondent with the everlasting covenant, in which the Holy Ghos,
waS a party; for which reason, that' objection 'falls to the ground .
•X- This is the literal reading of ver, 30. In the preceding verse Christ
had said" My Father who gave me is greater tItan all; but immediately
to prevent a ~upposition of his inf~rionty to the Father, in the folluwing
verse he adds-E')'w It.., (, 'lT1It'T~P ~. i",/"", "1 and the Father we are one."
AlId uy comparing ver. 33 and 38, it plainly appears that the Lord Jesus
is preaching uf himself as GOD, and the Jews clearly understoou billl as
making himself equal witlt the Father.
t Draw, or persuade figuratively and spiritually (not all men,) but tbe
W HOLE of the flleet, to the acknowledgment of the fai th that is in me;
either by external miraculous 6vidences, accompanied by the divine influence of the Holy Spirit; or through the preaching of my wo.:d,
brought home to the hearts of sinners; by the power of the Holy Ghost,
"opening their understandings, turning them from darkness unto light,
and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may rf'cl:'ive forgive.
ness of sins, ana inheritance alllong tlte sanetijied tl/rough fait It ill me."
Acts xxvi. 18.
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CHAP. XIV.
I. Ye believe in God, therefore in me ye believe.
16. And I will pray (or ask) the Father, &c.
CHAP. XVI.
7. Instead of " if I depart," read when I depart.
Itz, is rendered when, I. John iii. 2.
CHAP. XVII.
25. 0 righteous Father, ("tz1) although the world hath not known
thee (J'.) yet I have known thee, &c.
CHAP. XIX.
37. They shall look upon WHOM they have pierced.
CHAP. XXI.

~

~,

15. - - - " Feed my Lambs."
16. - - - " ITolf'tlIlrI. Restrain my Sheep."
17. - - - " Fecd my Sheep."*

jJlotatfon.
As there seems to be a contradiction betlveen Matthew xxvii. 32,
last clause, and John xix. 17., first clause; it may be reconciled by
Luke xxiii. 26 : John says, "He (i. e. Jesus) bearing his cross,
went fort~ ;" Matthew says, "they compelled Simon, a man of
Cyrene, to bear his cross;" Luke says, "they laid the cross on
Simon, a Cyrenian, thfl.t he might bear it after Jesus."-qJlp'" ~7I'I0'9..
'TOil ItlO'oll-that is, behind Jesus.
See Luke viii. 44, where ~'11'10'9.. is
translated" behind." From whence we may reasonably conclude
that both Jesus and Simon carried the cross, the blessed victim
going first) probably with the lighter end of it, and Simon follow·
ing after, with the heavier end, as St. Luke plainly expresses it•
... There seems an unpleasing tautology in our translation of these
verses, though the Greek will admit of that reading; but Christ knew
that while the lambs require feeding with the bread of life, that they
may be" nourished and grow thereby;" sheep, also, when first brought
into the flock, often want restraining from the exuberance of their joy,
&c., therefore the admonition, Restrain my llheep, was truly. proper;
but when settled and grounded in the faith, they will see the necessity
of being fed with God's most holy word, that they may be "nourished to
life eternaI."
It may not be improper to observe that when our Lord asks Simon a
first and second time, if he loved hi m ~ the word is ';''1tz'll'''~, from tz'1111o'll'&.II1,
to love, in general. Simon's answer is, o~ 0Tc1'.. ~ hi qJl7I~, from qJl7I.01, to
love; q. d. to regard with peculiar and distinguishing affection. The
second time, Jesus makes use of et'Y"''It,,~, and Simon returns the very
same, and the third time Christ says, " Simon Jona, cl>17I.~ ,.... :" as if our
Lord had said, Dost thou in truth love me with peculiar affection? when
Simon answers, " 0 Lord thou knowest all things," thou perceivest that
I (so) love thee.

"
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Again, St. Matthew says, xxvii. 34.," They gave him vinegar
to drink, mingled with gall, and when he had tasted thereof he
would 1I0t drink.
St. Mark says, xv. 23., " And they gave him to drink wine
mingled with myrrh, but he received it not."
The first might be offered as an insult to embitter his suffering-50,
by the Roman soldiers, instigated by the Jews; the other might
be offered at the desire of his pious followers, who attended him at
his crucifixion: but as such draughts (vere usually administered to
those who were really malefactors, and knowing the iniquities of all
his people were to be laid upon him, he patiently endured the whole
of the punishment, rejecting whatever might have a tendency to
make his enemies suppose he stood in need of such aid to bear
the chastisement of our peace that was laid upon him; willingly
he poured out his blessed soul in death, " making intercession for
transgressors."
Also St. Matthew says, xxvii. 46., cc And about the ninth hour
Jesus cried with a loud voice, Eli, EJi, lamma sabachthani ;" but
St. Mark says, xv. 84.," And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a
loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lamma sabachthani:" It may, therefore, be fairly concluded that our Lord utt,ered both these sen·
tences as those evangelists have recorded them, for it is natural for
persons in deep distress, to reiterate the dolour of their hearts;
and probably Christ first spake pure Hebrew, as Matthew has
stated it; and that which Mark has written might be agreeable
to the common dialect of the Jews in that day, a mixture of Hebrew and Syriac; I the rather suppose this from the variations in
the Greek texts, for Matthew writes the interrogative adverb, 'A"~J.,
from the compound Hebrew word n~,; hut mark writes the w'ord
'AtIe~~ii Syriac. Thus I humbly hope these dcistical objections are
removed, which 1 should not have noti<:ed, but for the reason
assigned in the Introduction respecting young persons.
ACTS.
CHAP. Ill.
25. Ye are the,children of the prophets, and of that covenant
which God appoirlted for, or confirmed to, our Fathers.
CHAP. IX.
7.
" Hearing of the voice indeed, but seeing no
one.*
40. Instead of "and when she saw Peter," read and HAVING
SEEN PETER, she sat up.
• I would not have attempted the alteration of chapters ix. 7 i, and
xxii. 9., but that there is such a flat contradiction ill' the CQmmon tram,latioll when the two verses are compared: AlC~1lI signifies intelligo as weJIl
as audio.
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CHAP. XVII.
~w. But truly the times of this ignorance God OVERLOOKED,

., but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent."

CHAP. XXII.
9. - - - but they UNDERSTOOD not the voice of the speak-

ing unto ml':'.*

CHAP. XXIII.
5. Then said Paul, I

not, brethren, that he was

CONSIDERED""

the High Priest.
RO:\iA~S.

CHAP. V.
3. For worketlt read ererciseth.

CHAP. VI.
4. For" by," read int the glory of the father.

17. Thanks to God, that t/wugh ye roere tIle servants of sin, ye
have also obe,yed from the heart the form of doctrine concernitlg
whicllye lwve been taught (or instructed.)t

'* ou" ,,~m.-I considered not.-Perhaps the anguish of the blow,
whereby he was smitten, might have deprived him of his full reason for
a few moments, and led him thus to speak; for he certainly knew that
Ananias was a High Priest, not the High Priest; for that there were
more than one may be seen vel'. 14.
'
l~.;-" a word from the same root, is translated "to consider,"-Acts
xv. 6.
t "~II%, hie ponitur pro II~ IN:' Dugard's Lexicon.
~ As Romans vi. 17. is so inaccurately translatf'd, as that some men
take occasion to assert, that "God is the author of sin;" for, say they,
" The Apostle thanks God, not only that the Romans were sinners, but THAT
TH~Y WERE THE SEILVANTS OF SIN."
It is therefore requisite
to examine the Greek, and alter the translation, if it will admit of
it.
I have therefore given the Greek text below, with an interlineary
translation, tu show that tbe original will bear a different reading.
" X~PI~
Thank~

.,.~, afA.l%pTII%'

of sin
~I~"'X;;<;

.,.w e.w

~171

~~

to liod

that

though

,j"",?KoIlO'aor.

ye have obeyed
,,~

t.

~orE

ye were

~OV"OI

the servants

~l

{N "l%p~ll%~

ort""o,

also

from the heart

the form

0i"'p.~69'?.:'

of doctrine
into which
ye have been delivered; or rather-concerning which ye have been instructed.
'
For" into wlliGh ye nave been delivered," i~ not sense, and the common
reading, viz. "whicll was delivered you," the original will not allow. nut
that rrl%pl%~'~WfA.1 (of which w"pE~69'?TI, i~ Zd pers. piuI'. I st aaI'. pass.) means
" to deliv(~r by information, teaching," life., may be shewn from Luke i. 2.,
I. Cor. xv. 3. and other Scriptures, therefore I would read Ihe last
sentence of this v@rse,concerningwhic1lyeha'lle been instructed.-.-J'~ is
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CHAP. VII.
I. - - - as long as

it liveth.

tranRlated « tkougle," with the strictest propriety, in 1 Peter i.7. Likewise .l'$, is rendered «also," John viii. 17. xv. 27., Acts v; 32., in the
middle of a sentence, as I have here given it.
.

(1'0 be Continued.)
---000--THE ANcn:NT MANIFllSTATlONS OF GOD.

(Continued from p. 232.)
hr the Holy Scriptures, Jehovah himself is represented as coming
forth to manifest his self-existence and sovereignty, distinguished
from all creature idols. He saith, " Bring forth the blind people
that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears! Let all the nations be
gathered together, and let the people be assembled. Who among
them can declare this, and show us former things? Let them bring
forth their witnesses that they may be justified, or let them hear
and say .it is truth." Is. xliii. 8,9. Again," Produce your cause,
saith Jehovah; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the king of
Jacob. Let them bring forth and show us what shall happen. Let
them show former things what they be, that WE may consider them,
and know the latter end of them, or declare us things for to come.
Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that WE may know that
ye are gods; yea, do good, or do evil, that WE may be dismayed
and behold it together." 1sa. xli 21-23. It is worthy ofobservation, that in' this proclamation, where Jehovah is maintaining his
own sole glory, he speaks of himself as exi~tillg in a Trinity of
Persons, in the Unity of the Divine Essence: the·us and the WE,
in this proclamation, decided Iy prove this fu ndamental article of
our most holy faith. There are other scriptures to the same amount.
For it is the same us, which said, " Let us make man in OUR image
after OUR likeness," Gen. i. 2(;. The same us, which concerning
the tower of Babel said, " Let us go down, &e." Gen. xi. 7. The
same us, which Isaiah heard in that vision, when he saw the glory
of Christ, and heard the Holy Ghost speak, which said, "Whom
shall I send, and who will go for us," [sa. vi. 8. For that this was
Christ's glory is positivly declared, John xii. 41. And that the
Holy Ghost was the Almighty speaker is expressly revealed, Acts
xxviii. 25-£7. And it was the same WE, of whom Christ Jehovah
himself spake, when he most gral:iollsly promised the unceasing
presence of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, with his people, for he
said, " WE will come amI make OUR abode; aod the Holy Ghost
shall abide with you for ever," John xiv. 16,23.
Having made these observations by way of preface to the next
manifestation of Jehovah to Abraham, where Jehovah speaks both
VOt.. IlL-No. VI.
2L
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in the singular and plural numher, I proceed to quote from the
sacred records, the following testimony.
Gen. xviii. 1-33. " And Jehovah appeared unto Abrabam in
the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of
the day. And he lift up his eyes and looked, and 10, three men,
(Anashim) stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet
them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground,
and said, my Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass
not away from thy servant: let a little water I pray you be fetcbed,
and wash your feet and rest yourselves under the tree, and I will
fetch a morsel of bread; and comfort ye your hearts; after that
you shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And
they said, so do as thou hast said.-And he took butter and milk,
and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he
stood by them under the tree: and they did eat, And they said
unto him where is Sarah thy wife? Alld he said, Behold, in the
tent. And he said, I will certainly return unto thee, according to
the time of life; and 10, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And
Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him. Now
Abraham and Sarah were old, and well stricken in age: and it
ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. Therefore,
Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old, shall
I have pleasure, my lord being old also. And Jehovah said unto
Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I ofa surety
bear a child, which am old. Is anything too hard for JehofJah <;
At tbe time appointed will I return unto thee, according to the
time of life; and Sarah' shall have a son. Then Sarah denied,
saying, I laughed not: for she was afraid. And he said, Nay, but
thou did,t laugh. And the (Anashim) men rose up from thence,
and looked toward Sodom. And Abraham went with them to bring
them on the way. And Jehovah said, shall I hide from Abraham
that thing which I do, seeing that Abraham shall become a great
and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed
in him? For I know him, that he will command his children and
his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jelzovah,
to do justice and judgment; that Jehovalz may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. And Jehovah said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrab is great, and because their
sin is very grievous; 1 will go down and see whetherthey have done
altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and
if not, I will know. And the (Anashim) men turned their faces
toward Sod om: but Abraham sLood yet before Jeho·l:Qh. And
Abraham stood near, and said, " 'Vilt tholl also destroy the righteous with the wicked? Peradventure there be fifty righteous within
the city; wilt thou also destroy, and not spare the place for fifty
righteous that are therein. That be far from thee to do after this
manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the right-
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eous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the
judge of all the earth do right? And Jelwvah said, If I find in
Sodom fifty righteous, then will I spare all the place for .their
sakes. And Abraham answered and said, Behold, now, I have
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and
ashes. Peradventure there shalt lack five of the fifty righteous:
wilt thou destroy all the city for the lack of five? And he said, if
I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it. And he spake
unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty
found there. And he said, I will not do it for forty's sake. And
he said unto him, 0 let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak:
Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And he said I will
not do it, if I find thirty there. And he said, Behold now, I have
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall
be twenty found there. And he said I will not destroy it for
twenty's sake. And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I
will speak yet but this once: Peradventure, ten shall be found
tb. re. And he said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake. And
Jehovah went his way, as soon as he had left communing with
Abraham: and Abraham returned to his place."
Upon this important manifestation of Jehovah, I shall lay before
the reader, the observations of Mr. Romaine, Mr. Parkhurst, and
others; this chapter being one of the lessons appointed to be read
on Trinity Sunday: for the Church of England as by law esta.
btislud is wholly opposed to Antichrist, the denier of the Father
and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, and the creed allows of no mocker!) in this respect, as is the case of late among the people called
Baptists. But, as the Editors of the " Gospel Standard" are
enemies to the harlot-churches' mockery of baptism, into assumed
names, it is to be hoped they will display their banner which
God hath given them for the truth's sake, by separating themsel \ es from the pseudo. baptists, whose lteralds and trumpeters
deny the essential paternity and filiation in common with Anti..
Ch7'ist! But to return,
Mr. Romaine's note upon Gen. xviii. is as follows, " Not men,
nor angels, but persons." ALraham addresses them, and they an·
swer in the singular and plural; see ver. 3, 5, 9, 10, tbey are ex·
pressly called Jehovah. See also Gen. xxi. 1.
Mr. Parkhurst ~ays, " Let it be remarked, that Jehovah appeared
as three men to Abraham, Gen. xviii. this is evident from the first
and second verse of the chapter. Jehovah appeared unto himjn
the plain of Mamre-and be lifted up his eyes and looked, and 10 !
three men stood by him. And accordingly in the course of that
chapter, they are spoken of sometimes in the singular, sometimes in
the plural: and the more attentively anyone considers the whole
chapter, the more clearly he will perceive that the three men there
mentioned were 110 other than an appearance of JdwvaIL suL~i~tTHE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
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ing in three persons, and conversing with Abraham as their friend.
And to assist the reader's meditations on this important subject,
I would beg leave to recommend to his attentive perusal, the: late
learned Mr. George Watson's discourse on Gen. xviii. and Mr.
~ate's Inquiry into the Similitudes, p. I J, &c. To which he may,
If he pleases, add my Pamphlet, in Answer to Dr. Priestley's, p.
15, &c."
Mr. Julius Bate has written a note upon this chapter in his Bible, as follows, " By Jehovah or the divine glory which appeared,
and shewed the men to be the Three Persons of the God/wad, in
which character they speak and are spoken to, sometimes as one,
and sometimes as three. In this chapter there is occular proof of
their being one God and three persons; for the persons who appeared speak as Jehovah, and are spoken to, and of, as the Lord
lO Trinity, whom Abraham entertained, according to the words of
the Legatine Canons, at Cealchythe, A. D. 785. Johnson's CoHec.
Can.18.
Dr. Gill in his Commentary says, " Some have taken these to
be the Three Divine Persons, as some ql the ancients; of which
opiuion was Dr. Lightfoot, who exrressly says, ' three mont/Is after
tllis, (that is, the institution of the circumcision,) the Three Persons in the Trinity dine with Abraham, and foretel the birth of
Isaac; again, the Son and Holy Ghost go down to Sodom, but the
first person in the Trinity stayeth with Abraham; and elsewhere,
the Three Persons in tbe Trinity, in the shape of three men, appear to Abraham, and dine with him, and eat the fint flesh mentioned eaten in all the scripture! But to this may be objected, that
the Father anu the Holy Spirit are never said to appear in an human
form, see John v. 37, ~c." The scripture is referred to by Dr. Gill,
is upon an attentive consideration, by no means an objection to its
being the appearance of the Three Persons in the Godhead, for OUI'
Lord said to tbe unbelieving Jews, " The Father himself wbich hath
sent me, bath borne wit ness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at
any tilJle, nor seen his shape." John v. S7. Surely these worus could
not be applied to John the Baptist, for !";e had heard the Father's
voice, and he had seen tbe Holy Ghost descend in a bodily shape
like a dove, and it abode upon Christ! And as the Father's voice
had been heard, may we not apprehend there had been also a manifestation of the Father in a bodily shape? Surely, our Lord would
not bave negatived their having heard the Father's voice, and hav_
ing seen the Father's shape; if his voice bad not been heard, and
if his sbape had not been seen by others, as by Daniel, sce chap.
vii. 13; and also x. 18-21, where the person who spake to Daniel
could not be M ichael the Prince!
Freethinkers have objected to these divine manifestations from
their ignorance of the Most High. They have thought such an act
of humiliation too degrading for the Eternal Gt1d to perform! Had
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thf'Y known or believtd that the vile bodies of the saints were the
temple of God the Holy Ghost who dwells in them, they would
have known HUMILITY TO BE A DlVINE PERFECTION!
It has been thought by some, that Abraham at nrst sight ~up
posed them to be only men, and that by bowing himself to the
ground he did not worship them. I shall not detain the reader by
controverting this opinion, but I shall lead him to the wise men
who had seen the star ill the east, and came to Jerusalem inquiring
where the King of the Jews, (Matt. ii. J, 2.) or of Israel (John i.
49.) was born; who, when they hr.d found him,fell doum and u'orshipped Mm. (Matt. ii. 11.) And from them, let the reader follow
Jesus, and see him worshipped by the man whose eyes he had
opened, and who had been born blind. When Christ met with
him, and declared himself to be the Son of God, the man said,
Lord, I believe, and he worshipped him. (John ix. 38.) Freethinkers would have us regard this, as nothing more than a mere
act of eastern civility, and would have us believe it was an outward
-common· place act. But, are we to suppose, that when Cornelius
met Peter, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped him, that Peter
thought that an act of common-place civility? Had that been the
casewould.hehavesaid," Stand up: 1 myself also amaman?" Had
it been a mere customary civility, be would readily have submitted
to it. But he considered that Cornelius regarded him to be something more than a man. and therefore he said to him, " Stand up :
I am a man like thyself I" And so when the angel, or rather, perhaps a glorified saint, gave a commission to the apostle John, the
apostle fell at his feet to worship him. But he said unto John, see
that tholt do it not. Had he snpposed it to be an act of mere common civility, would he so immediately have rejected it? Would he
have instantly said, " See thou do it not," trembling, as it were,
at the very thought of having that honour paid to him, which he
knew and acknowledged was due to God alone. "1, said he, am
thy fellow-servant, and 0/ thy brethren that have the testimony if
Jesus: worship God." And are we to suppose that the Prince of
Darkness meant no more than to require an act of common civility,
when, after showing the Redeemer all the kingdoms and glories of
the world, he said, " All these tMngs will 1 give thee, if thou wilt
fall down and worship me?" Or did the Redeemer so regard it?
No! He said, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, " Thou
shalt wors!lip t1~e Lord thy G()d, and him only sha.lt tholl serve."
" Many fell down at the feet of our blessed Lord, while he was on
earth, and worshipped him; but never on any occasioH was he
known to say, "See thou do it not, or stand up, for I also am a
man. He knew himself, and he did not regard it as an act of mere
civility, but as his just due; as that which belonged to him as God;
and he readily received it, without giving any check to thosc by
whom it was presented. And was Jesus Christ less concerned for
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the honour of Jehovah than Peter, or the glorified saint who
appeared to John? No; but he received it at once, as due to himself. We may well say, " Woe unto him, who takes to himself
the honour which is due to God alone, Thus it was with Herod;
he received honours which no human being had any pretensions to
claim, and hence he was eaten up of worms ; it is expressly said,
because he gave not God the 'glory.
If the reader carefully prruses the J 8th and 19th chapters of Genesis together, the following observations will be worthy of his
notice. "And Jehovah said, because the cry of Sodom and Go.
morrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; 1 will go
down now, and see whether they have done altogether according
to the cry thereof, w hi<:h is come unto me ; and if not, I will know.
Then the Anashim turned their faces from thence, and went towards Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before Jehovah, vel'. 20,22.
Here we have Jebovab going down, and Abraham at the same time
standing before Jehovah! Snbsequently, we find two went to Sodom, and one remained and communed with Abraham. The two
that went to Sodom are called angels as well as Anashim, see xix.
1, 10. Lot, as well as Abraham, called them Adonai, Lords. Our
translators have rendered Adonai in Gen. x\,iii. 3. Lord, in the sin.
gular number, but in Gen. xix. 1, £. Lords, in the pluralnulllber.
It is afterwards recorded that the Anashim laid hold upon Lot's
hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two
daughters, Jehovah being merciful unto him; and they brought
him forth and set him without the city. And it came to pass when
they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, escape for thy
life: look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain: escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. And Lot said unto
them, Oh, not so, Adonai. Behold, now, thy servant hath found
grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou
hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to
the mountain, lest some evil take me, and 1 die, vel'. 16, 19. Lastly,
by uniting the 13th and 24th verses, it appears that two of the tllree
Anashim that appeared Ullto Abraham, said unto Lot, WE will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the
face of Jehovah; and Jehovah hath sent us to destroy it. Then, it
is stated, Jehovah rained upon Sodom, and upon Gomorrah, brimstone and fireJrom Jehovah out of heaven, vel'. 13, 24. In)his sacred part of Holy Scripture, we have Jehovah appeared-Jehovah going down-.Jehovah sending-Jehovah raining fire and
brimstone from Jehovah! The Three are called .tfnashim, and
angels, and Abraham and Lot called them Adonai. Surely, this
was a manifestation of Three Persons in the Godhead, under the
similitude of Three Anashim,-an astonishing act of condescension, because Anasllim means men in a low estate! Finally, What
an encouragement in Abraham's intercession, we have for holy per-
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severance in 'prayer, it should remind the reader 'of that sweet
portion recorded in Isaiah xlv. 11. " Concerning the work of m.y

hands, command ye me."
(To be Continued.)

----·000---_
GLEANINGS FROM THE REV.
DV

W. C--R,
J. H.

OF WESTMINSTER,

THE rays of the sun may fall brightly, and even hotly upon a dead
man, yet he will neither perceive nor be at all benefited by them.
So the sun of righteousness may arise and shine on a dead sinner,
but until quickened by the Spirit without any really good effect.
Numb. xxiv. 16, 17.
Until a man possess right principles all the rules in the world will
be insufficient to make him go right.
There are two mysteries which we shall be continually learning,
namely, the mystery of iniquity, and the mystery of godliness.
They that hunger and thirst after righteousness, that. is, of Jesus
Christ, must have received the Holy Ghost in cl way of conviction
of their own need of righteousness.
There are three evils but too appalling, an evil heart, an evil
world, and an evil devil.
If with David you can say, ' Toe Lord is my shepherd,' then you
have heard his voice.
It is the livipg, and not the dead lJlan that feels a burden or
weight, so it is with regard to sin, the new, not the old man of corruption groans under a body of sin and death.
Some are not sensibly broui!ht to Chri~t's feet! the publican
stood afar of}' and cried, " God be merciful to me a sinner," and
returned to his house ju,tified rather than the proud Pharisee!
You will never be able to make the devil's bones fi t Christ's body.
I hesitate not to say, that an unregenerate man never received
one single promise of God in tbe sweet application of it in his own
soul.
No man, by nature, is posse,sed of true faith, he either hath the
faith of devils, or a dead faith.
Free will has made thousands of professors, but free grace alone
makes a christian.
False doctrines, a false profession, are a cradle by which Satan
rocks thou~ands to hell.
Hell can ne'ller invent a knife sharp enough 'to cut the cable
which holds a believe?' to his anchor, namely, the LORD JESUS
CHRIST.

The child of God never breathes so sweetly, as when he breathes
his soul into the bosom of his God.
The only true (arm is, ,. Christ formed in the heart, the hope of
glory." .
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Holiness was never written any where but all the head of the high
priest.
. For my part, I can be satisfied with nothing short of circul1lcision without hands, and baptism without water.
The Israelites could not look upon Moses, his face shone so gloriously, until a veil interposed, so no sinner can look upon God's
glorious law, except through the medi urn of the veil, that is to sa)',
Christ's flesh.
If Christ were not Eternal, he ncvcr could have been the author
of" Eternal Salvation to those that believe on his name."
ANECDOTEs.

The devil is always more than a malch for us, considered in ours\,h·es. A poor negro, in his simple, but scriptural manner, thus
poured forth his prayer, " 0 Lord, de Debil too strong for me,
yOll peak to him Lord, him dont mind me."
A young woman reduced to the last stage of weakness by a consumption, and on the very verge of Jordan's cold stream, was
through the fear of death subject to much bondage of spirit. Her
bones came ant at the elbows, hi ps, and knees, in which state she
begged to bc conveyed in a kind of carriage to hear me, and I became the happy rneallS of delivering her out of her bondage, so that
on her husband's return into the room, smiling, she took his hand,
and pressing it to her bosom, exclaimed," Now when you see my heart-strings break,
Sweetly the moments roll,
A mortal paleness in my cheek,
Bot glory in my soul."

Then, immediately fell asleep in Jesus.
--000-

THE AFFLICTIONS OF HANNAH.

(continued from p. 171.)
HAV INO directed the reader's attention to Hannalls Ajflictiolls, and
shewn wherein they consisted, I am come to consider,
Her Petition.
If in it there are noflourish,es, there are no hlemishes, there is
much to be admired, and nothing to condemn.
In the eleventh verse she renounces all right to the divine favor.
She approaches a throne of grace with sighs in her heart, tears in
her eyes, and groans in her soul. Her prayer is introduced with
an " If thou wilt." This prayer was internal; therefore it is said,
" She spake in her heart, only her lips moved, but ber voice was
not heard." Although Eli the High Priest could not hear bel' cry,
understand her petition, or feel fur her condition, God both could
and did. He heard and answered. No premeditated sentences
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characterize her breathings, but in strains which cannot be mistaken she makes known her request to that God in whom she had
faith to commit her temporal as well as her spiritual concerns.
With regard to her prayer, although brief, it is not the less affecting. Prayer-like discussion and criticism rather gain than loose
by brevity. If we understand our subject, we have no -occasion
for prolixity or ambiguity. If we do not, then a world of words is
spent in vain to cause others to do so for us. Hannah felt the wound
of which she was fhe victim, therefore she felt what she said, and
said no more than she felt. Her prayer being kindled upon the
altar of God and otTered up in faith, though brief, it found a passage through the veil, it lodged in the ears of God, and received
a full, speedy, and gracious answer. I trust, under divine blessing, Hannah's case may tend to comfort, strengthen, and rejoice
your souls in days of darkness, in seasons of trial, and when all
around you seems as a desert heath, as the blighted crop, and as
when the labour of the olive fails. Do you not often desire to pray,
but what with the variety of your afflictions, the rebellions of your
heart, and the temptations of Satan, together with the difficulties
of the way, you find yob. can no more pray than create a world?
So great at times is the pressure you feel by reason of these things,
that ral her than pray, you seem more inelined to curse God and
die, and to say with Job under similar circumstances,-" 0 that I
might have my request, and that God would grant me the thing I
long for! Even that it would please God to destroy me; that he
would let loose his hand and cut me off! Then should I yet have
comfort: yea., I would harden myself in sorrow." Does not the
reader frequen'tly discover in such seasons instead of a spirit of
prayer, a spirit of unbelief burning like a fire-a gust of passion
taglllg like a fury, and conscience trembling like an aspen leaf?
These are truths too true and frequent to be denied, although too
distressing to dwell on.
How often are you discouraged when you attempt to pray!Stammering at every word, and as it were, looking behind you for
fear in the night, at the close of every sentence! How poor, cold
and lifeless are they at the best! -and sometimes, do you not fall
to sleep in the very act? In your own eyes, your petition when
compared with those of others, appears but as the chattering of the
crane, or the chirruping of the swallow. How often, when you
rise from your knees, and review the woros you have uttered, a
blush rises on your cheek, and resolve never to lift up your voice
again. How weak, unworthy, and unmeaning they appear! Still
I would ask you, have not such seasons frequently been succeeded
by those of delight, and heartfelt communion with the Eternal
Three ill one? Yea, have not those very petitions of which you
have been most ashamed, met with the earlie~t, most satisfactory,
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and decided answer? This is a proof that God beholds not like
EIi. He regarded Hannah's Ups, but God regarded her heart.
It is not the leng th, but the nature of the prayer the Lord hath
respect nnto. Every sigh, tear, desire, and groan of the believer,
coming up through the blood of Christ, is kept' for an everlasting
memorial. I often think when I cannot pray long, what a mercy
it is to be able to pray at all. Or when I neither can pray, or feel
even 'the desire to pray, to know there is one who continually intercedes for me above! A repenting tear, a secret sigh, an upward
look, if created of God the Spirit, are all living coals, which shall
sooner or later be fanned into a flame. Christ never broke a bruised
r-eed yet; No! He always caused it eventually to take root downward, and bear fruit upward.
Having considered Hannah's Afflictions, ann her Petition, T now
proceed to make a few remaks upon

Her Deliverance.
When was it the Lord heard her prayer and delivered her soul?
Was it not in the very moment of distress, in the day of affliction,
and in the very hour of sorrow, pain, and tribulation? A period,
when (generally speaking) all earthly friends forsake us; when the
stones may become our pillows-the earth our bed-and the trees
of the forest our foo(1 for ought they care. Consider for one moment what, in all probability, would have been her situation, had
the Lord turned a deaf ear to her cry, had he refused to appear, or
_ had he shut up the bowels of compassion. Her afflietion would
have become inflamed, her mourning protracted to the end of her
days, and fervently sunk in sorrow, under the taint of a blasted
reputation.
But 0 the infinite compassion of her loving Lord! Surely in her
case we have an unanswerable, as well as a cheering illustration of
that Scripture, which saith-" His compassions fail not." He that
shut up her womb for a season-He that permitted her to suffer and
languish under sorrows, afflictions, and reproaches, at length appeared. He caused the waters to run in the wilderness-the rivers
to flow in the desert, and Samuel, the favourite of h~ilven to appear
upon the earth, and take away her reproach. His smiles, like tbe
sun may bask behind the clouds. .His delivering mercies may appear to linger on the dark mountain, but ere long, with more thatl
commoll speed, he shall come ~kirrillg over the Illountains of Bether, and turn the black tents of Kedar into the lovely curtains of
Solomon.
God hat.! promised Hannah the request of her soul, and faithful
was he that pramised. For this child I prayed, said she, and the
Lord hath granted my petition as I asked of him. The Lord's
bounty went beyond her request; for she asked for one child, and
the Lord granted six I
1 he like compassion and faithfulness shall be shown unto you
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who belong unto the household of faith; yes, even in all your present as well as future scenes of trials, afflictions, and woe !-Has he
,not promised he, will never leave you nor forsake, and as your da}~
so your strength sha1l be? Has he not promised no weapon formed
against you shall prosper, that he will not suffer ye to be tempted
above that ye are able to bear, and with every temptation he will
make a way for your escape? Has he not pr~mjsed that he will deli.
ver you in six trouhles, that you shall never perish, an9 that altho'
you fall seven times he will pick you up? Yea, are there not ten
thousand promises equally'sweet, precious and suitable contained
in his Word, that you might have consolation and hope?-Has he
not again and again assured you of his unalterable love, of his
powerful grace, and of his unbounded mercy? Has he not declared
he has pardoned all your sins, blotted out all your transgressions,
and that he will not remember anyone of your sins? Has he not
said, you shall want no grace, that your head shall lack no ointment, and that strength shall be vouchsafed through the stC1rms of
life, the oppositions of the enemy, and spiritual wickedness in high
places. Rest confident in this, that Jesus will make all your hed
in your sickness, that when you pass through the valley and shadow
of death you shall fear no evil, and that his rod and staff shall be
your comfort, w hen heart and flesh shall fail.
Gourds wither, cisterns fail, and the best of men are but as briars
and thorny hedges! Therefore, trust not in the green, herb, 'in a
broken vessel, or in the imbecility of rotten and polluted worms.
Put not my dear friends your trust in horses, in chariots, or in
spears, but " put thou thy trust in the LORD, be strong, and he
shall comfort thine heart." The net is sure to break when Jesus
comes by. The barns will fill when the windows of heaven are
opened. Yea, even the humble sparrow shall not want an habitation, since the eye of God is over all his works. The Lord will
send you to trade with a basket of fragments, soon you shaH become a merchant and trade with him in jewels, pearls, and stones
of sardoliyx, topaz, and chalcedony. I ask, has not the Lord
been more to you, than all the friends, lands, and gold, this world
can afford? What makes Jesus so very precious,is, that he has
been all this, in seasons, when like Hannah's womb, ,all has been
shut up in darkness, sterility, and death. When suffering under
severe trials, bitter persecutiollS, and unhallowed accusations, so
true it is,
,
.. His saints what is fitting, shall surely betide.
80 long as 'tis written the Lord will provide,"

(To be concluded in tlte next paper,)
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CORJ)fAL DROPS FOR FAINTING SOULS.

" He shall appear to your joy."-Isa. IX'fi, 5.
ALL that lies in the plan of God, in the purpose of his love, and
the promise of his grace, as well in what relates to this as another
life, must be accomplished. As we cannot go beyond the pro.
mise, so it is a delightful thought, under divine;directions, that we
cannot but,realize its utmost complete, correct in, time and date
thereto fixed. Difficulties the most pressing, and dangers the most
alarming, may present themselves, yea, and apparently such insuperable obstructions, as to sense and reason may become appallin~, but faith resting its eye on the sure word of prophecy, as a
light shining in a dark place. conquers them all. Whatever relates
to the public concerns of the church, or the private interests of its
member, may be contemplated, and be viewed as sure in hope, as
certain in reward. Grand and consolatory the view which here
opens to the mind that contemplates the perfect dominion of God,
and that sovereign control of all events in ,providence and grace;
which secures with circumstantial precisioll, the accomplishment
of his word, even amidst the seeming confusion of conflicting
interests.
Not a circumstance transpired, but either more nearly or remotely connected itself with the fulfilment of the promises, so that
had it been consistent with the purposes of heaven, and life offaith,
to have laid open before-hand the whole plan in all its intermediate
cl'ents, that everyone might have present to his view a full revelation of futurity, not the slightest deviation would have been
found. not a transposition, a deticitllcy, or contrariety in one day's
occurrence. So complete a history of the past would never be
given by man, as a prediction of the future could be afforded by
God. It can yield no small consolation and peace to the mind to
believe, that the future, in all the afflictions as well as prosperities
uf eat:h one's lot, is full of the mercy of the final felicity and COII(luests of the Lord's redeemed people. 0 for a powerful, habitual
persu~sion of this through all the vicissitudes of life, and which
(;an bl:: supported in the heart only by a feeling sense of the pardoning love and efficacious grace of Christ! One thing lllay ext:ite peculiar pleasure in expectation, that none of the sorrows and
(:onflicts here felt, will extend to the coming world; the moment
we euter those peaceful regions, all will be purity, light and love.
All spiritual blessings in heavenly things are the believer's, by the
free gift of his grace, conferred here in a measure equal to the
present want, and to be enjoyed hereafter in all the amplitude and
richness of a perfect and unfading state.
Tile experiellce of the Lord's people, when enriched by (;ommunications of his spirit alld strength, often yields a sweet and delight-
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ful foretaste of those ravishing- joys which are at hi, right hand.
Oh to be enabled, in every view of them, and under every sense
and feeling of their enjoyment, to look up to the infinite spring of
all, and in the mediation of Christ, to see the flowings forth of all
the blessings of providence, grace, and glory. Nothing but the
interest which grace gi\'es, and faith appropriates in the work and
merits of the adorable Redeemer, that cleansing of his all-atoning
blood, and renewing of his all-creating Spirit, can yield assurance
to any, that they may behold him with confidence, and not be
ashamed. Oh, invaluable assurance!
Reader, only lay hold of such a testimony, that he is thy beloved,
that he is thy friend, and no storms or tempests need dismay thee
any more; thou mayest laugh at the shaking of the spear; yea,
though there were thousands of deaths encompassing thee, or thousands of difficulties like mountains surrounding thee-they will
all be surmounted. Falter not at thine own natural weakness, be
not anxious about thine own ability. Weak or strong. The
strength of ImmanueJ is thine, his love is like a victorious banner
over thee; his word is thy sword, his salvation thy helmet, his
righteousness thy breast-plate; faith in him is thy shield and buck.
ler; he is all that thou requirest; his grace is sufficient for thee.
Whithersoever he sends thee-be it into the fire of temptation, or
into the waters of affliction-be it into domestic embarrassments or
necessities, or into severe conflicts and difficult undertakingsna}", were it even into agony and death-yet his having graciously
looked upon thee, and his having made thee sensible of his love
thou hast no cause to fear, none for distrust. Thy Saviour wili
accompany thee alld protect thee, because he loveth thee. He
whose love is strongef'than death, will make all thy way plain he.
fore thee. He it was, who before the mountains and hills rose at
the creating word of omnipotence, delighted in the sons of men
who of old had laid the foundations of the earth, and stretched ou~
the heavens with all their hosts, wQO of old has gone before his
people in the cloudy fiery pillar, opening a way through deserts,
deeps, and seas, and that by these unknown and never-trodden
paths, at length brought them into the promised possession.
o that in every feeling of want or fulncss, the peace of God in
all its sacred influences, and the hope of heaven in all its believill!{
prospects and appropriations, may open in your 'heart, and mine,
a fulness of blessing, tiU nether springs of g-race are exchanged for
upper springs of glory. Oh! what precious waters have been
received from that celebrated river, the streams whereof m ake glad
the city of God. What, though nether springs of providence for
a season be closed if these are open, they will abundantly compcn·
sate the loss of every earthly comfort. They are infinitely Letter
than health, or wealth. or friends, and in t1.eir enjoyment yield
more real and permanent ~atisfaction, than all else possibly could
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without them: Whatever others prize as their chief good, may
these constitute the chief excellency of my earthly lot! They are
infinitely to be preferred to the choicest blessings of the world,
both for their duration and excellence; for often when all else fail,
these are full, and from their spirituality and adaptation'to tne capacities and regu"irements of an immortal nature, are designed to
support and yield exalted satisfaction and solace through the mutabilities of life, and under every possible evil that may happen in
bereavement, sickness, alld death •. He has never "overlooked one
of his family, but provided for them as few or many, now, though
the lot is differently determined, he as minutely fixes the bounds
of his people's habitations, and manages all their affairs. N or less
exact will appear the eternal consummation of goodness in the final
results of providence, and completion of his covenant purposes.
The people are already numbered in the faithful register of heaven,
'very many of whom are gone home and have been recei ved into
everlasting habitations: not a name is forgotten, not an individual
left out, that one should be deficient in the sum total at last.
Our great captain of salvation, who, in conflicts none other could
sustain, overcame the mightiest foes, as heir of all things, and in
right of those who are coheirs with himself, has taken posse~sion of
the eternal inheritance for them. Could an exact description be
given, and a correct view be takeq at the distance of this lower
worl9, of the saints' rest in all the richness and extent of the promises, and each one could see his own particular portion there
pointed out, not any but would ., rejoice with joy unspeakable and
full of glory." Sweet the traces of that outl ine gi ven in the revelation of God, and which is purposely drawn by the pen of inspiration, that in the view of what is common to all, the mind of the
poorest believer, as well as the most distinguished saint, may be
borne above the sorrows and {;onflicts of an earthly condition, as
often become filled with the transports of heavenly hope.
A spiritual mind though assured of an undecaying condition,
would sicken at the thought of sitting down and spending eter.
nity in all the felicities and prosperities of the best eartly lOt, and
so be excluded from all share in the purities and elevations hoped
for at God's right hand. " We look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen," " and contemplate
with joyful bope, that distant Zion, whose golden turrets glisten to
the eye of faith, and fills him and the good land before him. And
what yields such unspe.akable interest to contemplation and faith
.in this beyond all others is, that the captive of the grave will be.
come the conqueror of death, and awake to immortality. He that
raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal
bodies by the Spirit that dwelleth in you." ,. NolV is Christ risen
fr0111 the dead, and become the fil st fruits of them that slept; for
since by man came death, by man calllC also the resurrection from
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the dead." The empty tomb wherein:once lay the now Iidng and
exalted Redeemer, insures the opening of every other, and does
yield to the believing' mind such sweet anJ holy reflections, as in
anticipation will lead to a period, when, in the certainty of the prediction, and agreeably to the elegance of propbectic dt::scription,
the burial places of the saints shall assume the appearance of gardens full of sweetest perfume, and of unfading forms of beautywhen, as verd ure rising beneath the refreshi ng dew- falls of a vernal moro, such quickening will be felt by those who dwell in dust,
as will cause them to awake and sing in all the life of heaven. In
the secret admonitions of inwarJ feeling, the last and long repose
of one's own dying nature, may we retire in all the hope and
certainty of lying down, to rise again, for ever to live with the
Lord.
What, thollgh of earthly sadness,
We feel Ollr daily share,
. There is a land of gladness,
And all ollr hopes are there:
A land whose wond'rolls story
No words can make appeal' ;
And whose IInbounded glory
Beams on us even here.
When outward foes assail us,
Wben press'd with inward grief,
His hand doth never fail us,
Blit gives liS sweet relief;
And when we are benighted,
As through tbis world we move,
We find our pathway lighted,
With everlasting love.
Thus every aid is given
To soothe the Christian's way,
Till he arrives ill heaven,
The realm of perfect day;
There happiness supernal,
Must ever, ever dwell;
But bliss that is eternal,
Eternity must tell,

REHODOTH.
---000--THOUGHTS ON THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

" By manifestation of the trllth cam mending ourselves to every man'~ conscience in the sight of God."-2 Cor. iv. 2.
"A workman thatneedeth 1Iot be ashamed"-2 Tim.ii. 15.

THOSE. whom God batb chosen and sent to preach the gospel of
his dear S,HI, are to lift up the SavioUl' by the preaching of the
the gospel, (or the ftalvation of guilty, ruined and undone sinners.
Such ministers are very far from having an easy station in the
church God, and thcy know but little of the hardships and toil
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attending the calling- of a minister, who consider his life as a life of
pleasure and idleness. Yet it is not strange, that persons should
thus mistake concerning ministers in general, seeing so many assume that name and office for the sake of gain. Many of whom
are high as well as low in doctrine. The foundation of whose
talents is laid in the natural endowments of their minds, improved
by learning. Strength of judgment, clearness of discernment,
soundness of reasoning, and keenness of penetration, are gifts of
nature, which are conspicuous enough in some men, who are strangers to God and the grace that is in Jesus. But that man who is
laid under a necessity to preach the gospel, and is by the love of
Christ constrained to seek the salvation of lost sinners, will find
his hands so full of employment, that no part of his time can be
devoted to idleness. He will find in himself a deceitful heart, that
under the Spirit's teaching must be studied, the better to learn the
a"enues by which conviction may reach the hearts of those to whom
he preaches: such conflicts between his own flesh and spirit; such
struggles between the law in his members, and the law in his mind.
as will command his attention, that so by them he may better learn
how to speak a word in due season to the weary and heavy-laden.
So heavy shall be the weight of the body of death, that he shall well
know what holy Paul experienced, when he so pathetically exclaimed, " 0 wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from
the body of his death !"
This self stud'y. added to his diligent search and contemplation
of the scripture; his necessity of knowing the state of his people,
and the natural care he finds himself under for the welfare of the
whole, will make his life sufficiently laborious. And indeed, hjs
observation must be scanty, who does not see the constitutions of
faithful ministers sooner broken, and their health more early impaired, than those of the blacksmith or ploughman, whose employments are of the most laborious nature, But the true strength of
the christian minister lies in his being brought to a sense of his insufficiency, of himself, to do anything as it ought to be done."-'hen made sensible that he can do 1J0thing, he is brought to depend entirely upon the grace that is in Christ, from which he obtains strength equal to the day of either trial or labour; and finds
to his confirming experience, that when he is in himself weak and
incapable, he can do all things through Christ strengthening him.
Thus being- brought off from the sandy foundation of self-depen.
dence, he is strong in the Lord, in whose name he goes forth; and
by the powel' of the Redeemer's might, meets with such support
as is oftentimes astonishing even unto himself; when out of weak.
ness he is made strong, waxing valiant in fight, turning to flight
the armies of opposition. Spiritual ministers shall find, that they
also have need of patience, in order to do the will of God their
master, as they shall be sure to meet with a variety of trials to ex-
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ercise their faith and every grace. In this world they shall have
their full share of those tribulations, which are common unto all
who are chosen of God out of its snares, and from amongst its
inhabitants. Many family and personal affiictions also shall assault
them, in order to teach them compassion and sympathy. Amidst
all the difficulties he has to struggle with, he shall find those very
people whom he bears upon his heart before G()d, will not always
administer comfort to him, but rather add affiictio n to his bands;
for it is not unrommon for those who shall be his crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord, to be as a crown of thorns to him whilst
in this state of separation and sorrow. He shall have certain proof
that the Lord's people are neither all perfect, nor yet in one mind,
with respect to himself and his ministrations. If he mix doctrinal,
experimental, and practical divinity in his discourses, he may find
that it is not exactly agreeable to the taste of some person, rather
more curious than !lis neighbours, who merely because he IIrgeth
not duty upon the old coven,ant plan of rewards and punishments
shall go near to treat him as an Antinomian. Yea, it is even pos.
sible, that in the course of his ministry, he may find mere babes in
grace, young in knowledge, and weak in every christian attainment, dissatisfied with any foon but what is proper for the strongest believer only, and those who scarcely know the right hand from
the left, setting up for critics in theology. If he is'wellk in body,
or depressed in spirit, so that he cannot preach with his usual vivacity, it is possible that, instead of sympathy and comfort he may
have reproof administered to him; for he will receive no wounds
so painful as those inflicted by his avowed friends •
. Another source of trouble to a Christian minister is, the choice
of rich deacons, who are chosen not becaus~ they are rich in grace
and godliness; but with corruptible things such as silver and gold,
who are of importance, they say, to help the cause of God; altho'
very many of them have no more grace than Satan, being doubletongued, overreachers, and oppressors of God's heritage; and
very many in their private dealings are a disgrace to the Christian
name. Yet they must be borne and crouched to, because of their
money.
If the minister's sermons be discriminating, he will offend them,
and they will become his bitterest persecutors, for they will use
their utmost efforts, to drive him from the scene of their labours,
in order to get a more palatable preacher that will wink at their
sin. However, although people may flatter themselves, because
of their enlightened judgment, that they are in a state of grace,
notwithstanding the predominancy of these viuious passions over
them; and others may do what they can to foster up their self.
adulation, I shall still be bold enough to assert, that" If any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his :" even jf the strength
Vol. IlL-No. VI.
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of his reasoning 'powers were as strong as Samson's brawny arm,
and his belief were as orthodox as the faith of Satan.
It will be in vain to plead a sound faith, an orthodox judgment,
.and a burning zeal for God, unless these excellencies proceed from
a sanctified heart, which will always appear to be a meek and forgiving, a lowly, and loving heart. 'Ve may cry, Lord! Lord!
as loud as the roaring of a lion, in a way of profession and speculation, and after all, unless the fruits of the Spirit are found in us,
we shall be banished from his amiable presence for ever. An an·
gel's knowledge, joined with Paul's elocution and zeal, will not
prove a man's conversion to God if these are wanting. V\'hen a
minister really finds himself to be pierced in his reputation and usefulness, or in his spirit, he is naturally led to a critical examination
of that temper and conduct from whence the hurt proceeded. On
inquiry, he finds the whole to be as opposite to the spirit and conduct of a Christian, as darkness is to light. For" the fruits of the
Spirit are love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, &c." Now, if instead of tlJese there is hatred, lying, backbiting, cruelty, and ill-nature, what evidence can be given of their
Christianity? But if the scriptures are the standing rule of God's
conduct towards the human race, many professors will find themselves in a deplorable situation another day, when admonition will
be unseasonable. The devil never stirs men up to reproach, revile, belie, scandalize, or persecute a graceless preacher; for it is
by the instrumentality of such men, that he has brought thomands
to his dark dominions; by such preachers as these, the devil keeps
both the pulpit and the pew-he stirs up the preacher to blind the
people, and the people to applaud the blind guide; and thus th'e
God of this world holds both the leader and the led. These preach
a spurious holiness, which adorns the feigned hypocrites, and they
make it to consist in an external reformation, decent carriage,
affected speech, a demure appearance, head notions, feigned faith.
voluntary humility, and dissembled love, which swell the carnal
mind with pride, and then they say, " Stand by thyself, come not
near me, for I am bolier than thou;" " These, says God, are a
smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burneth all the day." Isaiah lxv. b.
They make a fair sbew in the flesh, notwithstanding they are sellsual, having not the Spirit.
A spiritual preacher of the gospel (says a spiritual writer) is a
good steward of the manifold grace of God. 2 Pet. i,'. 10. He is
a partaker of the sovereign love of .God, which is the fountain of
.all grace; he has obtained the forgivenesf> of sins, according to
the riches 01 God's grace, Eph. i. 7. He isjusti6ed freely by grace
tllrough the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, Rom. iii. 24. He
is an heir of the grace of life, I Pet. iii. 7. is regenerated by the
Spirit of grace; and this grace is abundant with faith and love,
which is in Christ Jesus, 1 Tim. i. 14. He enjoys the reigning
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power of divine o-race, which reigns through righteousness unto
eternal life, Rom."'v. 21. And obtains everlasting consolation and·
a good hope through grace. 2 Thess. ii. 16. Aud this grace works
and labours in him mightily, and never sends forth an ill savour,
except in the nostrils of hypocrites. I laboured more abundantly
than they all (says Paul); yet not I, but the 'grace of God which
was with me, 1 Cor. xv. 10. Pardoning grace makes him pure,
and justifying grace makes him bold. The grace of life keeps him
li vely; the grace of love constrains him; the grace of faith keeps
him at a point, and him positive and consistent with himself and
his gospel is yea and ~men. He knows he runs at a certainty,
and fights sure of victory; for his faith overcomes the world. The
grace of patience enables him to bear his cross, and to bear up
under all reproach that is cast upon him. The grace of meekness
gives vent to the troubles of his heart, when it is overcharged with
grief. The grace of peace keeps him in friendship both with God
and conscience; and the more kind his God appears, the more he
loathes himself. This clothes him with the grace of humility, and
hides pride from his eyes when he has done his best; while the
grace of hope adds spurs to his diligence, and keeps him in expectation of the great reward of inheritance, when he has fought the
good fight, finished his course, and kept the faith. And sure I am,
that God ill not unrigbteous to forget our work of faith, labour of
love, and patience of hope, in our Lord Jesus Christ.
lVestminster.
W. C.
---000--ON THE LORD'S DAY.

)

,

our observations on the Lord'& Day in our Magazine ~f
April last, we have received multifarious letters, and what to us IS
remarkable, all commendatory, not so much as ONE attempting to
controvert our remarks. Indeed, the echo seems to have rererberated in the house of commons; and if our readers will take the
trouble to compare tbeir debates, not only with what we said in our
journal years past, but likewise witb our last assertions, there is not
a shadow of deviation.
And what did we say? why, among severalremarks that cann.ot
be controverted, we maintained with our protest, that" any legzslative enactments for an enlarged Penal Sunday Bill, will never BE
PUT IN FORCE, NO, NOR EVEN PASS THE SENATE."
We also said,
" that the state of society was sucb, that it would not admit of any
furtber restrictions," and then observed, " it comes to this, tbe
people of God apart, and the people of the world apart."
Our words were fully exemplified by an open declaration, in
the House of Commons, that tbey could find no medium, nor draw
a line, without encroaching on the li berty of the subject; by ma king
one law for tbe rich, and another for the poor; as such, they came
SINCE
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to the conclusion, they could do nothing; but at the same time
observed with us, tbat " tbe outward decency, and sobriety, with
which the sabbath Was kept in the metropolis, are not to be secn ill
allY part of Cbristendom." And wbat more can we desire?
And bere we are compelled to say, tbat tbe poorer orders are
NOW distinguished by restrictions, from which the higher ones are
exempt. For by a letter received, signed, "A Gentleman of the
Press," he states to ~lS, tbat at the western part of London, there·
are not less than one hundred aud twenty hotels and taverns open
all day on Sunday, even during tbe time of Divine Service, for
superior tipplers. And that pastry-cook shops and fruiterers are
more busy than on any otber day. He then refers liS to Hyde
Park, as a rendezvous of gaity for equestrians and carriages, with
multitudes of pedestrians. Now this is the state of society, and
who can stop the torrent? Not tbe SENATE! with the most restrictive penalties. Indeed, they that cOl'lIpose that assembly are the
principle aggressors, nor will they submit to bridle or curb of any
sort put upon tbem.
From these premises it is clearly evident, that our laws respecting
the sabbath will continue as they are; and let us bless God for
those boundaries of order and decency our forefathers have wisely
and judiciously given to their posterity, and as we bave said before,
" LET US LEAVl£ WELL ALONE." And then we ask, Why
force upon the ungodly the observance of the Lord's Day, in which
they take 110 delight? Why wish to coop them up in their dwellings, and put felters on their legs that they should not walk; all
slleh cOlllpul,ory mea~ures ought to be detested. It is the service
of the heart God requiretb, a broken and a contrite heart. For if
~'e offer the blind for a sacrifice, is it not evil, and detestable to
God? Be it then our privilege, to say with Joshua, as for me and
my house we will serve the Lord; it is with such free will offerings
God is well pleased. The command is, " My son, give me thine
heart."
Instead then of making the Lord's Day, a season of gloominess
and terror, of abstinence and privation, let it be a time of triumph
and rejoicing in the God of our salvation, avoiding all monkish
~Ild 'fanatical austerity, with sad faces, and distorted countenances.
Being the day the Lord has made, Jet us mix with the multitude,
and pour out our soul with them that keep holy day, with the
voice of joy and praise in tbe house of our God, as a prelude to an
cternal sabbatb we shall enjoy with the just made perfect. Ascrihe
unto the Lord wi,dom and power, draw nigh UlIto the throne of
grace, present your petitions and thanksgivings, both in public and
private to the God tbat loves you, to the Saviour that died for you,
and tll the Holy Spirit that convinced you of your lost estate, for
nnto you it is given to know the mysteries of tlw klngdol1l of heaven. Thcrdore let not the timid Christian be afraid to plll<:k the
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ears of corn on the sabbath, nor to rub them hetween his hands
and eat them. Is not the Son of Man Lord of the Sabbath? So
then, whether therefore we eat or drillk, or whatsoever we do, let
us do all to the glory of God.
It is with reluctance that we have given these observations, bear·
ing in mind how often we have gone over the same course. But
the subject has beel! forced upon us., owing to a worthy friend and
respectable correspondent starting the same topic anew, and then
leaving us in the lurch ;.. setting fire to the house, for us to extinguish the flames. What makes the investigation irksome and unpleasant is, we do not hke Moses as a master; We dread his ferrule
-we tremble to see his lightnings, and hear his thunders-and are
frightened at his sabbath-day-man, with his bundle of sticks. We
know that Pharisees, and self justiciaries who want to make a fair
show in the flesh in order to impose, are constantly saying, Sland
by, I am holier' than thou; they make a great noise and bustle about
Moses being THEIR RULE; but these people are base hypocrites,
for they have broken his rule times without number; there is 110
truth in them, and they are going the way of all flesh, with a lie in
their right hand, carrying their votaries into the ditch of perdition.
May God of his infinite mercy have compassion upon the deceived,
and upon the deceivers, before it is too late.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
we are walking in another way, and are mindful of the great distance that subsists between an infinitely holy God, and a corrupt
o{fendillg sinner; and that ou R model and rule of life is, JESUS
CHRIST, our Great Exemplar, setting him always before us as a RULE
OF LI:fE, as such we can never be moved: treading in his steps
leads the redeemed of the Lord into paths the· vulture's eye has
never seen, nor the ungodly have ever trod; in which,the hypocritical religionist never walked, with his pretended boast of superior
piety, progressive sanctification, innate holiness, and perfecton in
the flesh.
Happy art thou, 0 people of the Lord, most highly favoured
by thea God of Jacob. Keep courage! and take upon you the
whole armour of God, and let no man deprive you of your crown
of rejoicing. 80011 it will be said to you, The sun shall be no more
thy light by day, neither for brightness shall the moon give light
unto thee, but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and
tlly God thy glo ry.
EDITORS.
LOlldon, May 25, 1838.

To

tlu~

--aaa-Editors of the Gospel Maga;ine.

DEAR SIRS,

I WAS not a little staggered, 011 being infofllled, that the Gospel
Magazine for May contained a letter, attacking me as a setter forth

294

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

of heresy: and I was the more surprised when I found that the
letter I recently published was attached to it, being convinced in
my own mind that the sentiments therein contained are zealou.lllj
advocated by you. As soon as I read the letter referred to, I felt
certain some mistake had arisen, and that J. R. must have sent some
other letter, and lIot mine. Yet I find others require proof before
they are equally satisfied, as many applications have been made to
me 011 the subject, and I am 1I0W suffering under the suspicious
onus of being guilty of the charges brought against me. For, Mr.
Editor, you must know there are ellemies to God's truth, and to me
as his messenger in this town that are anxiously watching for my
halting, ami who are ready to say, " so would we have it." Indeed,
if I could be proved to be the per~on meant by J. R., it would serve
them for a dish of the choicest dainties.
But, if Sir, J. R. contrary to my expectation has sent my letter
to you in the form in which it is published, then I stand charged before the public with, in the first place, " Speaking perverse things,"
in the second, with being excluded the church, of which he is a
member, for heresy; and thirdly, that the sentiments of my letter
are an attack on the" Glorious truths of the gospel, and those who
have embraced them." These are formidable charges, and as I
have no right to conclude at present, that this gentleman has not
attacked me; and if he has not, and it should tum out only a mistake, still I am laid open to the charges there brought against me ;
therefore, I shall feel bonnd to clear myself in the fullest possible
manner.
I feel convinced that this enigmatical charge will be explained in
your next, I beg to subscribe myself your devoted servant in the
blessed Jesus,
Ma.y ~, 1838.
GAD SOUTHALL.
EDITORS' OBSERVATIONS.

How the introductory letter, in our last number, to Mr. Southall's
epistle, signed J. R. Newcastle, should have been affixed, is out of
our power to conceive, or what could be the design. We solicit
our correspondent J. R. will give us information, so as to unravel,
if possible, what we are apt to think must have been some untoward
blunder.

EDITORS.
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POETRY.
HUMAN NATURK PULLED DOWN FROM ITS SUPPOSED
EXCELLENCY.
" The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall
be bowed down."
~"man define!
WHO can the heart of fall4Jg
Who the dark caverns of this den explore!
Reader-examine well-look into thine,
Search till you/eel it" rotten at the core."
Look in that corner-there is swelling pride
Puff'd up with self-approval, self-conceit;
Here a huge mass of what you try to hide,
Increase the light-Alas I-it is deceit.
And here is something with a flimsy veil ;
Remove the cov'ring-.take that gauze away,
A little effort-sure you cannot fail:
See self-delusion smiling on its prey.

,

o what an inconsistent heap

is there!
It looks like Truth to superficial eyes;
Bring in ten thousand lights, and search with care,
o gracious God I 'tis principally lies.

And what is this, that shuns the light of day,
So dark and dismal-keeping out of sight;
'Tis misconceptioll; so laden with thick clay,
There's uothing seen, or heard, or done, aright.
But what is that so nicely plaster'd o'er
With softnes51, killdlless, civility, so rare;
Jllst lift the cov'rillg-:-carefnlly explore,
Hush! 'tis SELF-INTEREST lies lurking there.
And depth, and art, and cunning there we spy,
And craft and subtlety here meet our view,
Down at the very bottom-there they lie,
Close by self-interest-a demon crew.
Here black suspicion stalks with scowling brow,
E'en in a faithful friend suspects a foe.
o man, degraded man! You must allow
Here's quite enough to lay thine honor low.
And can you, Reader, velltnre further in
To this dark cavern, this abode of sin ~
Well may you tremble at the awfUl sight,
Christian, advance, you hold the gospel light.
By this alone the mystery's reveal'd,
Of black iniquities which lie conceal'd.

296

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Take now the word of Him whose name is lo\'e;
What a black catalogue does he rehl'arse,
That wisdom seek, which cometh from above;
Read MARK the seventh, from one and twentieth verse.

o

what a sick'ning sight is brought to view!
Here 'tis declared, deny it ye who can,
Not that which enters in, (nor what W6 do
On Sabbath days), defiles the man,

But that which from the heart proceeds I 'tis this
The Saviour says, the man defiles,
But flesh and Satan, join'd to act amiss,
With meats, and drinks, and washings, man beguiles.
But what a hideous mountain, there uprears ;
All shapes all forms, all coloun it assumes,
A glittering scroll around the lop appears I
To call itself SI NeE R ITY presumes.
But if the gospel light admittance gain,
This great huge mountain will become a plain
'Tis froth and scum, a .heIl the truth to hide;
It melts away ;-but see the scroll abide
If solid gold 'twill stand the test of light,
Hypocrisy usurp'd it, when 'twas night.

I

And is it AL L sincerity
When gospel light shines in r
Away I self love; and still we see
That vile old man of sin,
Where shall we turn! We look without, within,
We look around, and what arrests our view!
On all we see, is written, sin, sin, sin!
Oh I sin in all we think, 01' say, 01' do,
Christian, look up, this, this alone can give
Peace to the soul, that ~. EEL s the curse of sin:
Look at the Saviour, Jesus bids thee live I
He lived and died for all who live to Him.
To stop thy boasting, try to know thy heart,
Yon \lame the name of Christ, from sin depart;
But still you'll find when dra wing the last breath,
You merit nothing but eternal death.
And he who knows the heart, and tries the reins,
The Lord A L 0 NE can wash out all his stains.
AFEMALE WANDERER IN THE WILDERNESS.
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