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TO OUR READERS.
IN announcing to our readers that the GOSPEL MAGAZI NE has,
during the last month, been transferred into other hands, we feel
that a few words are due fi'om us, in order to explain our reason
for discontinuing the second title of the work. It is simply this:
-that we may 'not offend a large number of Christians by
giving the work, at first sight, the appearance of an exclusive
character. By calling the Magazine THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
ADVOCATE, many, or probably most, would suppose it advocated
the cause of the Church of England only, whereas the doctrines
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has ever advocated, during the very many
years of its existence, and which we trust it will still, for as many
years henceforward, continue to advocate, extend beyond the pale
of the ESTABLISHMENT. We rejoice that there have been men
w'ho have ventured. forth as propagators of that 1;Jlessed Gospel we
profess to espouse, who received not their commission from their
fellow-men; and yet shall we presume to say, that they were not
blessed in their work? we dare not-we should sin against the light
of our consciences did we say so. We believe of such there have
been hundreds, and even thousands, whom, at the last great day,
the Judge of' all the earth will own as His stewards and husbaud.~
No. V. Vo!. I.-New Series.
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men. Yes, and we believe likewise that even in this day uf glaring profession, there are some men -though in number comparatively few-who are blowing the Gospel trumpet with a certain and
not with an uncertain sound;-who have received the banner of
the Cross at the hands of the Great Captain of their salvation, and
are commissioned by Him to go forth, and shamelessly and valiantly unfurl it in His most glorious cause. It is to such we
hold out the right hand of fellowship; and while in minor points
wo differ, and agree to differ, we would bear in mind, or at least
desire and endeavour so to do, the injunction of the ancient patriarch J oseph, when, after having been privileged by an interview
with his brethren-during which, instead ofreproaching them with
their cruelty and total want of affection in selling him as a slave,
and exposing him, for aught they knew, to untold horrors, he
talked to them of the good hand of his God-how it had led him,
and fed him, and protected him i-he fell upon their necks and
embraced them with the sincerest brotherly affection; and then
at parting made use of that ever-memorable, never-to-be-forgotten
language, "SEE THAT YE FALL NOT OUT BY THE WAY, FOR YE
ARE BRETHREN." Oh! what an example! How like that of his
Lord-and we trust our Lord-who, when he was reviled, reviled
not again; and whose favourite doctrine to his disciples corresponded with the sacred principle for which He left his etemal
throne, and sojourned here below-it was LOVE-LOVE.
But while we thus write, let not the reader misunderstand us;
let him not suppose we are endeavouring to advocate a principle
miscalled LOVE, or CHARITY, which, in the present day, stalks
about to an almost incalculable extent, under this specious garb,
divcsted of which it proves to a demonstration to be nothing more
than the most deep-rooted enmity in disguise. This CHARITY so
called is gone forth into the world, and has taken up her abode in
every city, in every town, and in almost every heart; and while
she sits there prifessing to disseminate the spirit and doctrines of
our most blessed Lord, she is directly opposed to that spirit and
those doctrines. She is endeavouring, and fain would accomplish,
a task which, blessed be God, she will never perform-to reconcile God and Mammon, Christ and Belial. This CHARITY is the
devil's counterpart of true and vital godliness, his crafty purpose
in which is to harmonize ALL religions. Hence it is that thousands upon thousands, both in the Church of England and out of
the Church of England, are shalting hands with Pope?'Y and Arminianism, and a variety of other systems which may be classed
under these two. Do our readers suppose, then, for a moment,
that it is to this Charity we offer the right-hand of fcllowship?
Oh, no! no! we differ from her and her views as far as light
differs from darkness-as heaven from hell. We feel its working,
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more or less, in our treacherous and deceitful hearts; but we trust
the Lord of life and glory has given us just sufficient light to
discover Satan's subtlety and craft in this his masterpiece; and,
God helping us, though it may expose us to the charge of bigotry,
of ignorance, superstition, and a thoroughly bad'spirit, yet will we
venture to declare our opinions, and pray that we may have grace
given us to follow, be it at ever so remote a distance, the steps of
Him, who said, "I came not to send peace on earth but a sword."
In this respect even the Saviour himself made war. He saw that
the honour of Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in this
respect, was at stake, and therefore he hesitated not to direct his
anathemas against every system which professed to be of God,
but which, on the contrary, savoured only of men.
Shall we not, then, whether in the Establishment or out of the
Establishment, seeing our numbers are comparatively so few,
contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saintsstrengthening each other's hands-bearing each other's burdens,
and so fulfilling the law of Christ?
Before we conclude, however, we cannot but express our conviction of the importance of the work we have undertaken, and
the consciousness of our own incompetency to such an engagement. We think of those highly-favoured men of ever blessed
memory, who formerly either conducted or contributed to the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE-we contemplate the character and attain. ments of a TOPLADY, and others equally valiant for the truth;
we turn to our little library, and while we glance for a moment
at the volume upon volume which has issued from their pens, and
which, with the exception of our Bible, we recognise as the most
valuable of our little collection-we direct our thoughts towards
that blessed resting-place at which, having finished their labours
in this vale of tears, each and all of them have arrived; we think
of them as having met there many, very many, both of the
former correspondents and readers of this Magazine; we see the
mysteries which, while here, they "knew but in part, and prophesied but in part," now fully and delightfully unfolded to their
astonished view; we see all the differences of opinion which here
they entertained (and which, alas! were too frequently the cause
of bickering and strife) now fully harmonize i-in a word, we
behold them, though but with a faint glance, now joining in onE'
delightful melody-one unceasing song of praise 'and glory to
Him to whom all eyes are directed with untiring admiration and
wonder, even unto Him who sits upon the throne; and lastly, we
look within, and ask ourselves the question, "Can we venture to
take up the pen they have laid down; to turn over the future
pages of a Magazine they have left unturned ?" And we should
unhesitatingly reply in the negative, were not our hearts encou"
R2
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raged by such passages in God's word as this, H He has chosen
the foolish things of this world to confound the mighty, and
things that are not, to bring to nought things that are." It
matters not how weak the instrument if God the Holy Ghost is
but pleased to make use of it; and, simply looking up to Him
for his divine teaching, with much fear and trembling, we take
this our first step in a path, the difficulties and discouragements
attendant on which, He only fully knows: we contemplate many,
but hoping we have His sanction in the work in which we are
about to be engaged, we look to Him for the fulfilment of his
promise, H I will be with thee, and will instruct thee in the way
thou shalt go, and will guide thee with mine eye." H Go, and I
will be with thy mouth, and will teach thee what thou shalt
say."
In our opening Number we present our readers with an engraving representing a pulpit, in which we imagine ourselves, as
Editors of this work, to take our stand; and from which we entreat the Holy Spirit may enable us to preach the GOSPEL in its
simplicity and power. We have the word of God before us; but
though we have the letter of the truth open to our view, we
need the wisdom of the serpent, coupled with the harmlessness of the dove, to scrutinize, examine, and bring forth Ithe
hidden mysteries which are contained therein; and whilst by the
accompanying symbols we are reminded of the brevity of life"That it is even but a vapour which passeth away"-we are, on
the other hand, reminded, by the circle which the serpent forms,
of an eternity without beginning or end. "Seeing, therefore,
we look for such things, what manner of persons ought we to b~
in all holy conversation and godliness."
THE

London.

EDITORS.
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Psalm lxxxix. 1-

" I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with my mouth will I
make known fhy faithfulness to all generations."
THE title of this psalm is "Maschie, or a psalm for Ethan the Ezrahite,
to give instruction." It is generally supposed to have been written
during the Babylonian captivity, when the family of David being dethroned, the divine promises had apparently failed; but recollecting
God's unchangeable covenant, the psalmist breaks ont in the language
of the text :-" I will sing of the mercies," &c.

1. I SHALL CONSIDER THE DECLARATION EXPRESSIVE OF JOY.
" I will sing."
1,

Singing is a sign of being born agai'(t. Isa. xxxv. 6.

"Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue ofthe
dumb shall sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and
streams in the desert."

2. As ex.pressive of decision. Ps. lvii. 7.
" My hElart is fixed, 0 God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give
praise."
, 3. A.s evidr:ntial offaith. Ps. lix. 16, 17.
" But I will sing of thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy
in the morning: .for thou hast been my defence and refuge in the day of
my trouble. Unto thee, 0 my strength, will I sing: for God is my
defence, and the God of my mercy."

4. And a declaration of God's especial love. Zch. iii. 17.
"The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; ,he will save, he
will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over
thee with singing."
n. THE SUBSTANCE OF THE SONG.
" The mercies of the Lord."
1,

As existing originally in his eternal purposes. Ps. ciii. 17.

" But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon
them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children's children."

2. Ratified by the beloved Son. Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26.
" Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through
faith in his blood. to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins
that are past, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, his
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righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus,"
. 3. Inscribed in his holy word. Rom. xv. 4.
" For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we, through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might
have hope."

4. And pu,blished to the soul by the Spirit. 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10.
" But as it is written, eye" hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for
them that love him; but God hath revealed them to us by his Spirit,"

Ill.

THE UNIVERSALITY OF DUTY.

" For ever,"
1. At all times.

Ps. xxxiv. 1, 2.

" I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be
in my mouth. My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble
shall hear thereof, and be glad."

2. In all places. 1 Thess. i. 8.
" In every place, your faith to God-ward is spread abroad."

3. And before all persons. Matt. v. 16-10, 32.
" Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. Whosoever therefore
shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father
which is in heaven."

IV. A

DOLO PROFESSION OF OUTWARD RELIGION.

" With my mouth will I make known,"
1. The mouth is the index of the heart. Matt. xii. 34.

" For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh," Again
in the 35th verse, "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart
bringeth forth good things; and an evil man out of the evil treasure
bringeth forth evil things."

2. Always used by believers to God's glory. Acts vi. 10.
" And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which
he spake,"

3. Ever directed by Scripture. Phil. i. 27.
"Only let your conversation be as becometh the gospel of Christ."See Phil. iii. 20.
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V. THE DOCTRINE OF GOD'S ;FAITHFULNESS.
" Thy faithfulness."

1. A SOU1'ce of consolation in reference to the Father's love. Heb. vi. 17, 18.
" Wherein God willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs the
immutability of his counsel confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable things in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have
strong consolation."

2. The joy of the believing soul in respect of the Son. Heb. vii. 25.
" Seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them."

3. As evidencing our salvation by the indwelling of the Spirit.
" Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it." 1 Thess. v. 24.

VI. THE CHURCH'S DESIRE TO PERPETUATE GOD'S LOVE.
" To all generations."
1. By all, national means and institutions.

2. And by all private means and operations.

THE TRUE END OF LIFE.
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A RIGHT application of that for which we were created, will undoubtedly
lead the enlightened mind to pursue those objects which qualify the soul
for its future destiny and welfare. Were the true end of life constantly
kept in view, and the grand, and, at the same time, awful eternity, with
its everlasting consequences, continually realized by the eye of the Eaul,
how differently would men conduct themselves! With what cil'cumspection would they guard their lives! How correctly would they think,
speak, and act! They would frequently use the prayer of the psalmist,
" 0 teach us to number our days, that we lIlay apply our hearts unto
wisdom." Ps. xc. 12. "Lord, let me know mine end, and the number
of my days, that I may be certified how long I have to live.'·Ps. xxxix. 5. But the prevalency of sin has such a domineering power
over the human heart, as to prevent those divine meditations from employing the mind, which lead to a knowledge of self j and consequently
conduct to the Saviour, from whom all faculties, principles, and feelings
are communicated, which capacitate the soul, while continuallyapproximating to its new and unalterable destination, to look forward with joy
and not with terror, to the moment of its final departure from the body.
He does not accustom himself to meditate on the uncertainty oflife, the
certainty and nearness of death, and that eternal joy or endless woe is
pending on the present state of existence j has altogether mistaken the
design of God in his creation, the love of Christ in salvation, and the necessity .of the Holy Spirit, to renew and make him holy, and prepare
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him for his approaching end. How miserably mistaken are those who,
while promising to themselves many years of future health and happiness, and thereby negligently live with respect to the great end of their
creation, are summoned before the bar of a holy God, to receive a sentence
of banishment, from his presence, into everlasting despair. What an
awful thought-a soul cast into everlasting despair!
The true end of life can only be ascertained by a consideration respecting the true design oflife. Now, what is the true design of life?
God's pleasure and glory j for when he created our first parents, he
created them for his own glory, "and for his pleasure they are and were
created." Rom. iv. 11. But man having lapsed from his allegiance to
his Creator, became subject to sin and Satan, thereby frustrating, as it
were, God's original design in his creation. In this state ~hrist found
our fallen and degenerate race; and God still keeping up his determination respecting his own glory, gave his only-begotten Son, the brightness of his glory, to procure our ransom by the death of himself: and
effect our reconciliation, save our souls, and make a still farther exhibition of his glory, in the wonderful scheme of redemption, so that the
poet says" 'Twas great to speak a word from nought,
----'Twas greater to redeem."
Thus the wonderful achievements which Christ has effected by his death,
and in the application of gospel principles, "for life and immortality are
brought to light through the Gospel," 1 Tim. i. 10., are far more
glorious, and of more infinite importance than anything which has been
done in previous dispensations.
In the enhancement of God's declarative glory, man is the chief instrument employed; hence we 'are said" to have this treasure in earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of
men." 2 Cor. iv. 7. And not only is man employed in the promotion
of God's glory with respect to others, but also and especially with respect
to himself; thus St. Paul says, "For me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain." Therefore the true end and design of life to a believer, is "life
in Christ." It is the Christian's ardent desire that" Christ may be
magnified in his body whether it be by life or by death." Phi!. i. 20:
for he seeks not his own, but the things that are Jesus Christ's; hence
the apostle says, "Christ liveth in me, the hope of glory, and the life
which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me." Gal. ii. 20. Consequently the
true design of life is, to live unto God in Jesus Christ.
1. "To love Christ" may signify to keep up a regular and perpetual
aim at the right end of all that you do, and of all that you have; this
will be to walk in the light continually. The glory of God is the only
right end of all; and it will gloriously lighten the mind that has an eye
upon it. But Christ is to be, at the same time, the light of such a soul j
God in that Lord of glory is to be the object which your eye must ever
be fixed upon, if you would keep your foot out of the net of the evil
one.
That you may truly live, oh! may the life of God, and of his Christ,
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be manifested in yon. Everything which the word of God condemns
respecting faith you are to disbelieve j everything which it commands
you are implicitly to give credence to. To live Christ is to believe in
Christ; and to believe in Christ is his scriptural statement of doctrine
impressed upon our minds, received in animo in our souls, and practised
in our lives. The same doctrines which He and his apostles taught to
their hearers and followers, must be received by you, without any vain
desires of alteration or misinterpretation to suit the preconceived notions
of your hearts, or square with your actions. You must believe the
Scriptures as they are written, and come unto them for teaching as little
children; and there, without asking any selfish questions, receive what
is set before you, believing the record which God has given of his Son.
"To live Christ" means to receive, through the channel of faith,
Christ's righteousness to adorn the soul in-that God may view it,
clothed in his own perfection, washed in his Son's cleansing and atoning
blood; and, baving on the wedding garment, he is happy in receiving him
to a glorious feast, at the head of which he himself presides. Faith is
a power with which the soul is endow<t'"l by the Holy Ghost, capacitating it to realize eternal blessings, and as it were, with the hand it takes
hold of the precious promises of the Gospel, and rejoices in the communication of their sweets. It is the spring of action; hence we read
of the" works of faith." It is a holy principle, "purifying the heart."
It is a testifying principle, for it "is the evidence of things not seen."
It is a solid principle, for it "is the substance of things hoped for." It
is a characterizing principle, "for by it the elders obtained a good report." It is a holy, active, courageous, God-receiving principle; in
short, it is everything in practical religion. " Thus to live Christ" is
to live by faith j and one (the true) design of life is, to prove in our
actions the possession of this principle.
2. Another design of life is, to live a life of sanctification. " Without
holiness no man shall see the Lord." Heh. xii. 14. Hence the true
Christian is always desirous of manifesting, in his life and actions, that
honesty of endeavour, uprightness of intention, and strict veracity of
speech, which Christ's religion demands, "yielding his members servants to righteousness unto holiness" (Rom. vi. 19) ; serving God with
his heart, labours, and substance; constantly being prompted to seek
the temporal and spiritual prosperity of his fellow-creatures; and this
not for the gratification of self, for "he has his fruit unto holiness, and
the end thereof is everlasting life." Rom. vi. 22. The true design of
life is admirably illustrated in the life of Jesus Christ j find his followers
copying his example, live as he lived, walk as he walked, and pursue and
delight in those things which pleased him. I do not mean to say or
affirm, that they can do these things as perfectly as he did them j but
their performances and enjoyments are the same in kind, though not in
degree. Thus St. Paul says, that true Christians are "perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord." 2 Cor. vii. I. Now, although the true
design of life may be comprehended in this "unto the Lord," yet it
may be particularised under several heads, ir given in answer to several
questions, such as the following : s
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Why do YOlt attend to the duties of you". closet and househald ?
In answering this question, remember I am only speaking to those
who have established family and closet worship, and have a domestic
and private altar set up in their houses. All the rest have nothing to
do with it. If you are true Christians, you are rendering to God
that worship which you suppose to be reasonable and scriptural; and
which God will, for the sake of Christ, look down upon with pleasure.
You diligently study and pray over your Bibles secretly, laying up a
fund of scriptural information in your minds, so that when you come
forth to the duties offamily religion, grace dwelleth on your lips and in:fluenceth your hearts, and the members of your family are benefitted by
the holy fervour of your supplications; and the bellign power of the
Holy Ghost is sensibly experienced by all the circle. The holy animations of soul which you feel in your private approaches to God, are so
deep as to lead you in importunate prayer, to wrestle with him for
present and future blessings; thus your faith beinp; strong, you have a
full assurance of endless glory; and when you come forth into the world,
the inhabitants thereof see your good works, and glorify your Father
who is in heaven.
Why do you give diligent heed to the public exercises of religion?
It is because you delight to unite with God's people in praying to him,
and making known those acknowledgments with which he is well
pleased. You have·such a joy in public worship that, like David, your
heart fainteth, as it were, and crieth out after the living God, and the
courts of the Lord's house; and you would be door-keepers in the house
of God, rather than to dwell in the tents of wickedness, or to be prevented from paying your devotions there. You listen attentively to the
word read or preached, and endeavour to apply everything therein to
your own case. You do not, like many, hear for others, but for yourselves. When God's praises are sung, your hearts are lifted up in holy
elevation to his throne, and his heavenly fire beams in your souls.
Every ordinance of public worship you are engaged in, and the holy
Sabbath, are your delight. Your devotions are not cold and formal, but
lively and spiritual, fervent and faithful, and full of divinity. You desire to improve in knowledge and goodness, and so, in being where God
would have you to be, you converse with him on such truths as make
you wise unto salvation.
Why do you stu~y to flll the chambers of your soul with precious riches?
It is because yOIl wish to be qualified for carrying on his work on earth,
in the renewal of sinners; teaching and explaining to them the verities
of the Scriptures, and learning yourselves to be what God designed you
should be. Your visits to your neighbours are profitable to yourselves
and them; and while watering others, you are refreshed yourselves.
You desire to let fall something for the welfare of the company, that the
conference may be blessed, so that more may be known than before.
And when you try to ingratiate yourselves into the feelings of the people,
it is that you may the better prosecute your determination with greater
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ease respecting saving their souls. In conversation you are ever alert to
introduce a word for your Redeemer's cause and God's glory. Your
journies are like your visits, rendered useful for evangelical purposes and
edifying practices. You eat and drink to support your strength, more
ably to sustain the bodily evils of life, and be fitted for continual waiting
upon God. Gluttony and drunkenness, and luxurious practices and
habits, you abhor and avoid. Your hours of sleep are under scriptural
regulations, and the demands of necessity in this particular are all that
are to he attended to. You trim and cleanse your bodies because you
wish to recommend to all that you yourselves are patterns of neatness,
hoping to convince them that religion does not admit of negligence and
inattention, with respect to decency of outward exterior. In short, it is
the design of life to live with the affections, feelings, and habits under
the influences of grace-setting before all the operative power of Christ's
religion, by having the conversation in heaven, the heart established in
grace, and the soul by faith built on the right foundation, Jesus Christ,
where it is eternally safe. The soul lives upon Christ, and Christ lives
in the soul; and the true end oflife is, to know nothing but Christ and
him crucified.
The termination of life to a believer in Chrid is eternal gain. Death
is his everlasting gain. Thus St. Paul having spoken of the design of
life, also delights in the contemplation of its end, "To die is gain."
Here disappointment, pain, sickness, and even death itself, are to be endured; there eternal certainty, ease, everlasting vigour, and never-ending
life, will be for ever enjoyed in the kingdom of glory. Doubts and difficulties often distress the children of God on earth; but in heaven every
thing shall be cleared up, and every seeming difficulty removed.
Temptations often annoy the believer while hcre below, but there everlasting victory shall be enjoyed. He shall be freed from bodilyencumbrance, fear, temptation, the world, Satan, self, and everything painful
either to mind or body. He shall gain an eternal crown of glory, and
sit with Christ on his throne. He shall be for ever with the Lord, never
to be separated from him any more for ever. Lift up your heads, you
doubting, desponding children of God; your redemption draweth nigh.
Be not alarmed at the approach of death: it will terminate in your endless gain. You shall shortly chaunt the anthems of redeeming, triumphant love. If converted, you are eternally engraven on the palms of his
hands who died for you; and nothing can by any means pluck you oat of
his hands.
To die will be a happy introduction to your immortal
souls into supreme enjoyment. A person who lives in Christ shall die
in Christ, and have Christ for his portion for ever; thus to live is Christ,
and to die is gain. Hence, in concluding this paper, we may each ask
the other-

What is the tendency of your lives?

Are you living Christ or the devil?

If you are contenting yourselves with anything but Christ and salvation,
death will be your immediate entrance into everlasting damnation and
despair. Let your days and nights, your influence and talents, your time
and money, be all employed in the service of God and Christ j and death
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will be your final gain. Diligently watch j constantly and fervently
pray; read and pray over your Bibles j cast ,all your cares on Christ,
renouncing even creature and self-dependence, and the end of life hel:e
will be the commencement of inexpressible glory hereafter. Ever bear
in mind the end and object of your creation-namely, God's glory. Let
this be the rnling principle of all your feelings and actions j avoid hypocrisy as you would hell, for it undoubtedly leads to it j be sil1cerc in
your attachments to the doctrines of grace; let nothing draw you from
the practices of holiness, for without you cannot be saved j trust not to
your prayers, duties, repentance, or even to your faith; but let all your
trust, confidence, and security be in Jesus Christ, and your lil'es shall be
blessed, your deaths happy, and your bodies and souls shall be for ever
in heaven.

CORRESPONDENCE.
To the Editors of the Gospel Magazine.
GENTLEMEN,
For thirty years I have been a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE;
and often has my soul been refreshed and confirmed in an experimental
knowledge of salvation by its clear and unctious statements of the truth
which is in Jesus.
.
F()r more than forty years this work was conducted by that faithful
man of God, the late W. Row, of Great Marlborough Street (who was
the intimate friend of the uncompromising Toplady) j when its pages
were open to record the testimony of God's witnesses of every name
who sought his glory in the dissemination of his own most precious
Gospel.
When the Magazine was commenced in 17'96, there was no other
periodical work in the kingdom which circulated the truth, clearly and
fully, to the refutation of false doctrines and heresies, and the inculcation of practical godliness, upon pure Gospel principles. And though I
rejoice to know there are now other channels opened for the pure streams
of unmixed truth, yet, surely, it must afford the highest gratification to
the lovers of old and tried principles, to encourage and countenance by
their contributions a periodical that once stood alone in its uniform testimony for God; and according to its original motto-" In doctrine
showing uncorruptness."
With many sincere followers of Christ I deeply deplore the low state
of the true Church; the visible departure from the good old way; the
substitution of a form of godliness for the power j human assent for the
faith of the operation of God, a presumptuous confidence in the letter
of Scripture, for the genuine experience of contrition, humility, and
scriptural affection j and the unscriptural novelties of general redemption,
as substituted for the distinguishing doctrines of personal election,
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particular redemption, regeneration or effectual calling, &c.,· &c. But
with earnest prayer that the present conductors of this work may be
kept under the special guidance of the Holy Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Christ; and that it may ever answer to its
original design, 1 beg to submit the following quotation from an address
written expressly for this work by a clergymitn of the Church of England, and published in the Number for December, 1796 : "A WORD TO THE LOVERS OF TRUTH.

"In these days of blasphemy and rebuke, of infidelity, heresy, and
crror, and of impiety and immorality, their inseparable concomitants-in
this awful period of remarkable declension, in some of the once zealous
advocates of the truth, from the purity of the Gospel; and the lamentable indifference of the greater part of the professors of orthodoxy, respecting the progress of unadulterated, pure, Christian verity: the few
friends of the truth, 'as it is in Jesus,' whose hearts tremble for the
ark of the J"ord, united at the throne of grace, for the revival ofgenuine
religion, by the pouring forth of the spirit of truth, to discover its
~eauty, glory, and importance, to the religious world, and so make men
valiant for the truth. Jer. ix. 3. The God of truth heard their supplication, and, in the commencement of this year, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
made its appearance. The perusal of the first Number, exhibiting the
plan, and presenting a specimen of the work, afforded the most refined
pleasure and satisfaction to all who read it with a taste for 'the whole
counsel of God,' and pure, unmixed divinity.
. It filled their souls with heavenly joy, mingled with tears of gratitude
and thanksgiving to the prayer-answering God. Though the writer. of
these lines was not so happy as to hear of this publication, till the
month of July, yet, at length, he shared in the pleasure and profit which
this celebrated WOTk is calculated to convey to evcry pious mind. No
earthl3' acquisition, profit, or advantage, could yield him a thousandth
part of that exalted transporting pleasure, which he cxperienced in
reading the first five Numbers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
The materials are the very best; none of your flimsy compositions,
which are nei~her law, nor Gospel, but sterling truth, in all its brilliancy
and glory. A vein of pure uncorrupted divinity runs through this work,
with pleasing variety, such as does honour to the heads and hearts of
those engaged in it, and carinot fail of giving edification and comfort to
every class of readers. J n a word, the materials bring this periodical
work up to its char!,cter, or title, 'A GOSPEL MAGAZINE.'''
By carrying out these principles, avoiding all unprofitable controversy,
and boldly maintaining in love the WHOLE TRUTH OF TlIE GOSPEL,
under the sacred anointing of the Holy Ghost, this work cannot fail
to glorify God, and to advance the spiritual prosperity of his peculiar
people. And thus it will justify the remarks of its long-tried and efficient Editor, who said-" Itis not conducive to setup a party, or to display
the fallacious tenets of a sect. ] t is regulated by one single motive~a
disscmination of truth. It is like a watchman sent out to descry all
secret machinations, and tu sound thc alarm, not by an empty clamour
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of boisterous zeal, but by vigilance and activity consistent with the momentons post to which it is appointed."
Wishing yon much snccess and the broad seal of Jehovah's approbation,
I remain yours to serve in the unity and sympathy of Jesus,
DAvID - - - - - ,

May, 1840.

Of Horsleydown.

INFANT SALVATION-THE DEATH OF MY CHILD.
"Why should the w.onders a.od hath w.rought
Be lost iu silenceaud forgot? "

To the Editors of the Gospel Magazine.
GENTLEMEN,

As your work may possibly fall into the hands of some who are more
or less exercised upon the subject of Infant Salvation, I will endeavour,
with your permission, to communicate to them, through the medium'of
your pages, the support my own mind has lately experienced in moments
of solemn and painful bereavement.
The very day my fourth child entered upon its earthly career, and just
as I was congratulating myself upon its arrival, and upon the joy and
gladness which lit up the countenances of its little predecessors, my
youngest boy was taken seriously ill. The doctor was called; and
though, in answer to my earnest inquiries, he assured me there was no
cause of apprehension; yet, from the moment of its attack, my mind
was impressed with the idea that 1 should lose him. No pen can portray, nor can any but a parent understand, the conflicting feelings which,
from the moment the little sufferer' was seized, agitated my bosom. I
. was seated at the dinner-table, when, without any previous indication
of illness, he fell back in a fit into the arms of an attendant. The usual
restoratives were instantly applied- he was plunged into a hot bath; and
never shall I forget my agonizing feelings as I stood anxiously awaiting
the result. In a few minutes my sweet boy was restored, and, with the
exception of a, little langour, appeared to resume much of his wonted
animation.
Still, notwithstanding the doctor's assurance of there being no danger
-that the child would surely do well, my mind had received a warning,
from the effects of which it could not readily escape. I was conscious
that my heart had been in a cold and thankless state-that it had
wandered far from God-that it had forsaken the fountain of living
waters, and had hewn out unto itself cisterns which now, to my sorrow,
had proved broken cisterns, that could hold no water. ~onscious of
this, I was led at once to recognise a Father's chastening hand j and the
fervent prayer of my heart was, not so much that the child should be
spared as that the purpose, will, and pleasure of the Almighty should bc
, accomplished; that he would bow my stubborn will to his-not his to
mine; and that, above all, he would sanctify the affliction: that witat-
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ever were the result, whether the life of my dear child were spared or
taken, a sense of what the chastising hand of an offended God and Father
could do, should have a becoming influence upon my heart, and that my
soul might be brought, under the operation of the blessed Spirit, to kiss
the rod-to despise not the cbastenings of the Almighty, and to faint
not when I was thus justly rebuked of him.
My naturally-stubborn and rebellious heart was thus, step by step,
brought into a submissive frame. Another, and another fit, at distant
intervals, succeeded the one previously described, and again and again
was my mind influenced by alternate hopes and fears.
At length, when engaged in business, at some distance from my home,
a friend called and said, that another fit had seized the little suf!:erer.
]\iJy child-my sweet, engaging boy-was no more!
I will not agitate the reader, nor open afresh the wound in my own
bosom, by depicting my return home-the agony of my spirit as I fell
prostrate upon my dear departed child-nor my first interview with its
mother and little brothel' and sisters. I have already said much more
than I intended upon the loss itself; my object was rather to set forth
and describe, to the best of my ability, the goodness, faithfulness, and
love of God, in strengthening, supporting, and comforting his people
under every affliction wherewith he, in his infinite wisdom, sees fit to
visit them. The rod is in a Father's hand; he useth it not in sport;
" I-le doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men." But there
are certain periods in which He sees it needful to lay upon his sons and
daughters his affiictive, chastening hand; at the same time, he never,
never forgets their frame, but remembers they are dust: and therefore
is pleased, sooner or later, to accompany every stroke of his hand with
some sweet promise of his own most faithful word; such as, "If my
children forsake my law, and keep not my commandments, then will I
visit their sins with a rod, and their iniquities with stripes; nevertheless
(Oh, that blessed nevertheless! j, my loving-kindness will I not take
from them, nor suffer my faithfulness to faiL" "No temptation (or
affiiction) shall happen unto you but what is common to men; and with
every temptation I will make a way for your escape." Oh, Christianfearful, timid believer-be not dismayed nor discouraged, since the word
of promise is set over against, opposite to, and by the side of every
affiiction, temptation, or sorrow, with which thou canst possibly be exercised.
We may compare God's dealings with his family to a tradesman's account-book j if on the one page be set down, according to the Christian's
fears, and at the suggestion of unbelief, a long catalogue against him,
like so many large amounts for which the day of payment must come,
and he sees not how to meet theln j let him but be enabled to look with
the eye of faith on to the other page, and there will he discover promise
after promise, exactly suited to his need j and by and by, when the page
of life is filled, and the Christian is called to balance his books, and give
account of his stewardship, he will find the promissory notes of his
gracious God and Father in Christ Jesus, have all been so strictly
honoured as to leave a balance in his favour j so that neither Death,
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Hell, Sin, nor Satan, shall have aught to bring to his charge j and he
shall go out of life, and enter tile gates of the New Jerusalem, singing of
grace-rich, free, and sovereign grace.
But to return. As I said, I saw the bereaving stroke wherewith God
had visited me was in justice and in fatherly displeasure. I saw, moreover, that it was of no use for me to murmur or to repine; and that if I
felt I stood in need of comfort and support under this-one of the heaviest afflictions wherewith he had ever visited me-the prayer of my
heart must be for submission and a cheerful acquiescence in the will of
the Most High. In mercy this desire was laid deeply npon my mind,
and I never was favoured with more nearness of access to a throne of
grace-with more quietude and composure of spirit-nor with sweeter or
more enlarged views of Gospel truth. My soul was even as a weaned
child. While in the world I had the blessed assurance I was not of the
world. My heart was in heaven, where I entertained an unshaken confidence my treasure was also. I recognised the sweet, loving hand of a
covenant God and Father in all his dispemations towards me; and,
in reference to my recent loss, was continually compelled to exclaim,
" Blessed affliction-blessed affliction; I would not have it otherwise j
I would not that my child should return for a thousand worlds; and if
the Lord were to give me my choice, whether I should have him back
again or not, his grace enabling me, I would say, 'No, Lord.' "
But amidst all these sweet exercises, there were moments when such
thoughts as these flashed across my mind with the rapidity of lightning,
casting a damp upon my spirits beyond expression, and causing m(' to
cry and groan to the Lord for comfort and support, entreating him that
he would enable me to leave my dear departed babe in his hands. The
thoughts that suggested themselves to my mind were such as these,
" But where is your child? " "What evidence have you that he is saved ?"
" You know that every soul that enters heaven must experience the new
birth, and what reason have you to suppose that your little infant has
ever been new-born ?" These and similar questions struck like daggers
to my heart; and my mind for the most part was so deatitute of argument that I had no power to repel the tempter. All I could do was to
cast myself as a poor, helpless sinner upon God, and entreat that he
would be pleased in some way to set my mind at rest.
It was a Sabbath morning. My dear babe still lay in its coffin. The
day of its interment had been postponed from time to time, that its dear
little image might not be entirely lost from our view. There is a melancholy satisfaction afforded in standing by the remains of a departed
friend, which causes one to anticipate, with still greater reluctance, its
consignment to the silent tomb. For my own part, I have often experienced a more tl.1an earthly pleasure as I have stood gazing upon the
remains of a dear relative or friend, who had been made conqueror over
the last enemy. I had probably been acquainted with some of their
exercises while living j a knowledge of their interest in the dying love of
the Redeemer was obscured by the darkness and unbelief of their hearts j
or if not so, their characters were clearly depicted by the Apostle, when
he said that some "from the 'fear of death, were all their life-time
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subject to bondage." If I may speak of myself I would say, this has
not been my case; though, for the most part, I walk "in darkness, and
have no light ;" my sky is generally beclouded, and my soul the subject
of numberless fears and misgivings, as it is tossed to and fro upon the
billows of temptati.on and unbelief; one hour exclaiming with the
Psalmist, "My mountain stands strong-I shall never be moved;"
"Goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;" and
only the next hour, probably, crying out in the agony of my spirit, "I
shall one day fall by the hand of thi.s or that enemy." Yet, generally
speaking, with regard to the hour of dissolution, my mind rests upon the
Nor do I expect dying
promise, "As thy day thy strength shall be."
stren.9th in a living hour. When a dying hour approaches, my blessed
Lord and Master-He who I rejoice to think hath the keys both of
death and of hell-well knows that my poor staggering faith will be
sure to give way, unless his hand is underneath me, and his supporting,
if not his comforting, presence vouchsafed. I have no other hope nor
confidence than this, in the prospect of that solemn hour-the promise
of Jesus.
But are any of my readers exercised upon this ground? Do I hear
them saying, "Ah! could I but have the s.weet evidence that this would
But the fear of death
be my case, then methinks I should be happy.
destroys the little comfort I sometimes experience while hoping I have
an interest in the sympathy and love of Jesus." And hast thou, poor
soul! no higher views of thy Jesus than this? Is thy confidence in
Him so weak; and thy belirfin His power so limited? Why, dost thou
know who Jesus-thy Jesus, is? He is the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. He has vanquished death, hell, and
sin; and having locked the gates of death and of hell, and taken the
keys into his own possession, He has returned to glory as a mighty conqueror. "Lift up yo!,!r h8ads, 0 ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everdoors, and the King of Glory shall come in. ,Who is this King of
Glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle."
The battle is fought, poor soul! the victory is ',6i:;~ j and Jesus, thine
elder brother-thine husband-thy friend, has returned as the first fruits.
And since "thy life is hid with Him in God," and Ilis promise is,
" Because I live thou shalt live also," so surely sl.alt thou be with Him.
There is nothing precarious or doubtful about it. Thy Jesus is "not a
man that he should lie, nor tlw son of man that he should repent."
He never met with thee in the wilderness, called thee by his grace, and
is now leading thee on step by step, to let thee perish at last. He is not
so unskilful a workman in the glorious scheme of salvation as this. His
promise is, "I will never leave thee, I will never forsake thee." Nor will
He, either in life, or death, or to all eternity.
But I was speaking of a Sabbath morning. I had been hearing the
Rev. D. D--, from these words, "My grace is sufficient for thee;"
and. was returning home regretting I had not heard with comforting power,
and that no dew had been upon the fleece, thongh what had been advanced was calculated in the fullest S8nse to afl'onl comfort and establishment. As I thought upon the text while walking along amid the busy
'1'
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throng, the question proposed itself to my mind, "Well, this is thy
birth-day, and has not His grace been all-sufficient?" In a moment my
mind was led to look back upon all the way by which the Lord had led
me-how he had strengthened, supported, and upheld me; separated me
from kindred and friends early in life, directed me in the choice of a
profession, and watched over and guided my steps from that day to this.
My soul was warmed under a sense of it; and as it was led to reply to
the question, "Yes, Lord, thy grace has indeed been sufficient under
losses, crosses, and even under the recent bereavement of thy hand," I
felt a little freedom in approaching his blessed Majesty; and as the
eternal state of my dear child was laid upon my mind, I was enabled to
tell out my exercises to the Lord with all the freedom that I could have
used in conversing with a dear friend. "Lord, thou knowest how my
mind is exercised about the dear child thou hast taken." I hear one
pleading as an argument against the doctrine of infant salvation, "that
surely there must have been more than ten infants in Sodom at the time
thou didst destroy it;" I hear another pleading in its favour thy promise
when "Rachel was weeping for her children because they were not,"
that they should "come again from their own borders;" but my mind
is not satisfied whether it was a national or a spiritual return. I read
again the words of the Psalmist under a similar bereavement, "I shall
go to it, but it shall not return to me;" but might not this conviction
of his child's safety spring from a special revelation from thyself? Thus,
Lord," continued my soul, "is my mind exercised, and my heart distressedj now, therefore, if it is for the establishment of my soul-for the
future welfare of any of thy tried family who may be similarly exercised
-and not for the gratification of a mere speculative desire, will it
please thee in some way to set my mind at rest upon the subject?" In
a moment-without any previous thought upon the passage, as I know
not that it had struck my mind for months previously-this text
dropped upon my mind in the most gentle and sweetest way, "And he
said, Is it well with thee, is it well with thy husband, is it well with the
child? and she answered, It is well." Reader, if I were to live a thousand years, I should never forget the effect of these last words upon my
mind; nor do I often pass the spot (crossing from the new street over to
the Bank) without thinking of it. In a moment my every fear was
taken away; my soul was as sweetly satisfied about the child's safety
(and has never since had a single doubt) as I was of the salvation of the
Apostle Paul. I was melted into tears of gratitude and joy before the
Almighty, and as I walked along I could but bless and adore him, and
wonder at his goodness in answering my poor petition in such a conspicuous and blessed manner. "Why, Lord," my soul exclaimed,
" it is worth losing a child to realise. I bless thy dear and holy name
that it hath 'pleased thee to deliver this my child out of the miseries of
this sinful world;' and how shall I thank thee enough, how shall my
soul sufficiently adore thee for giving me such a blessed assurance that
the child is now with thee? Oh, I'll follow it to the tomb with delight,
in 'sure and certain hope of its joyful resurrection.' I know it shall
appear
In yonder cloud,
With all thc blood- bought throng.
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What, Lord, could have induced thee to visit me-snch a poor, sinful,
unbelieving worm as I am-with such mercy? How was it thou
didst not take the child of some other, instead of mine? For such
distinguishing mercy-such rich, free, and sovereign grace, I shall
want these earthly fetters knocked off, and an eternal day to praise
thec."
Thus, dear reader, was my mind led. I beg pardon for such lengthened remarks. I had not intended to have said half so much, hut my
heart has heen warmed with the subject; and now my prayer is, that
the Lord, if it is his divine pleasure, may make it useful. Hast thou
lost a child? Is thine heart burdened, agitated, and distressed? Oh!
whether it be about thy loss or its security, may the Lord give thee
grace to carry it to him. Tell out thy fear, thy sorrow, thy vexation,
thy rebellion to Jesus. Tell him what hard thoughts at times arise in
thy mind against his blessed Majesty; that thou fearest, so far from
blessing and praising him, thou shalt curse and deny him. Ask him to
subdue the tempter, to speak a word of comfort to thy poor tried mind;
and when he has set thy soul at liberty, and enlarged thine heart-which
in his own good time he will surely do-then think of the
SHEPHERD BOY.

London.

A LETTER TO A FRIEND.
DEAR FRIEND,

I have, at length, sent you the books intended, viz.-Robe's
and J. Hill's Sermons. I am, through mercy, well, though in my
seventy-first year, therefore must conclude I am drawing very near the
verge of an eternal world; and I do wish to stand ready with my staff
in my hand, my loins girt about with truth, my shoes on my feet, and my
light burning bright, that when the heavenly Bridegroom comes, I may be
ready to go with Him into the marriage chamber. 0, my sister, to have
the robe of Christ's righteousness on us, the girdle of truth about our
loins, the shoes of Gospel peace on our feet, the hope of salvation,
through the person and merits of Jesus, upon our head as an helmet, and
the blood of the pascal Lamb sprinkled on our consciences, and to
have God our reconciled Fatl:er shining in the face of his dear Son:
here is no fear of death, of God (in a slavish way); no fear of Hell, or
of judgment. No-all is calm; we are looking to Jesus; we see the
storm of divine wrath was endured by him; the sword of divine ju~tice
was sheathed in his bowels; the thunders of Sinai were hushed by him;
all the demands of Moses were paid by him; the devil was vanquished,
routed, and destroyed by him; and we now view the Father smiling upon
us in the face of Jesus, saying unto us (as his poor Church), " Woman,
where are these thine accusers? Hath no man condemned thee?" and we
are at times enabled to answer," No man, Lord;" "Then," saith he," neither
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do I condemn thee; go in peace." This, my sister, will do to go down
into Jordan with; this hope maketh not asllamed, because the love of
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto us ; and
if it should please our adorable Saviour to favour us with these views,
and with this experience, and to go down into Jordan with us, we shall
find its waters cut off, and they will rise and stand up as far as the City
Adam; we shall be enabled all up through time to view the Church
standing in her covenant Head clothed in his righteousness, washed in
his blood, delivered from wrath, law, sin, death, and hell, by faith in their
covenant Head and Saviour, Jesus Christ. May you and I, my sister,
be enabled to follow hard after these things. There appears now but
few warm-hearted, faithful, affectionate followers of Jesus- at least I can
find but few. But let us not forget that Jesus is on his throne, and that
the family of earth is loved of him as the family in Heaven; they cost
the same precious blood to redeem; are loved with the same love; are
as well as them the gift of the Father; and are heirs of the same inheritance; and it is the will of the Saviour, as well as of the Father, that
they be with him where he is to behold his glory.
I believe nothing enrages the devil more than to see us happy in Jesus,
to find us rejoicing in hope of the glory of God, with a firm prospect of
entering that glory which he has' lost; this we may find by his following us so closely, and opposing our claim on God, as our Father
reconciled to us in his dear Son, or our claim on Christ as our Surety,
Redeemer, Husband, Head, Lord and God; or on the Spirit as our Sanctifier, Witness-bearer, and Comforter: how closely doth Satan follow us
up in these our claims, and oppose us; yet the blessed Spirit and holy
Comforter does at times so bare down Satan and our unbelief and fears,
that we are constrained, ere we are aware to lisp out Abba, Father;
aye, and the Father himself seems to approve of it, by putting
his ratifying Amen, saying, So it is, although our old adversary sets
at us, telling us it was rash presumption in us to dare raise such a claim;
but as soon as the Holy Spirit again helps-our infil'mities, we resume
our plea, and our good and g~acious God promises we shall continue
so to do, for he says, "Thou shalt call me my Father, and shalt not
turn away from me." That my sister may be favoured with much of
his presence, and in all her approaches to him with the sweet adopting
cry of Abba, Father, is the sincere prayer of her old Friend and Brother,

E. P. D.

THE J-,ord Jesus i~ as a strong arm that draws a bow: the greater the
strength of the arm the swifter the flight of arrows, and the faster the
arrow goes. Christ being the strength of all believing souls, he draws
the bow, with a mighty arm, for them.- Crisp.
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A DESCRIPTION OF CHRIST,
BY

HIS

GRACES

AND

POWER.

[From Solomon's Song. J

o THOU in whose presence my soul takes delight,
On whom in affliction I call;
My comfort by day, and my song in the night,
My hope, my salvation, my all !
Where dost thou at noon-tide resort with thy sheep,
To feed on the pasture of love?
For why in the valley of death should I weep,
Or alone through the wilderuess rove?

o why should I

wander an alien from thee,
And cry in the desert for bread?
Thy foes will rejoice when my sorrows they sce,
And smile at the tears I have shed.
Ye daughters of Zion, declare, have ye seen
The Star that on Israel shone?
Say if in your tents my Beloved has been,
And where with his flocks he is gone?
This is my Beloved, his form is divine,
His vestments shed odours around;
he locks of his head are as grapes on the vine,
When autumn with plenty is crown'd.
TIle roses of Sharon, the lilies that grow
III the vales on the banks of the streams,
On his cheeks in the beauty of excellence blow;
His eyes are as quivers of beams!
His voice, as the sound of the dulcimer sweet,
Is heard through the shadows of death;
The cedars on Lebanon bow at his feet;
The air is perfum'd with his breath.
His lips as a fountain of righteousness flow,
That waters the garden of grace;
From which their salvation the Gentiles shall know,
And bask in the smiles of his face.
Love sits in his eyelids, and scatters delight
- Thro' all th<l bright mansions on high;
Their faces the cherubims veil in his sight,
And tremble with fulness of joy.
He looks, and ten thousands of angels rejoice,
While myriads wait for his word;
He speaks_and eternity, fill'd with his voice,
Re-echos the praise of her Lord.
His vestment of righteousness who shall descrIIJe !
Its purity words would defile:
The heav'ns from his presence fresh beauties imbibc,
And earth is made rich by his smile.
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Such is my Beloved.-In excellence brif(ht,
When pleas'd, he looks down from above,
Like the mOl'l1 when he breaks from tbe chambers of light,
And comforts his people with love.
But wben, arm'd with vengeance, terrific he comes,
The nations rebellious to tame;
The reins of omnipotent pow'r he assumes,
And rides in a chariot of flame.
A two.edged sword from his mouth issues forth,
Bright quivers of fire are his eyes;
He speaks-the black tempests are seen in the north,
And storms from their caverns arise.
Ten thousand destructions, that wait for his word,
And ride on the wings of his breath,
Fly swift as the winds at the nod of their Lord,
And deal out his arrows of death.
His cloud.bursting thunders their voices resound
Through all the vast regions on high;
Till from the deep centre loud echos rebound,
And meet the quick Jlames in the sky.
The portals of heav'n at his bidding obey,
And expand ere his banners appeal' ;
Earth tt'embles beneath, till hel' mountains give way;
And hell shakes her fetters with fear.
When he treads on the clouds as the dnst of his feel,
And grasps the big storms in his hand,
What eye the fierce glance of his auger shall meet,
Or who in his presence shall stand!

ANECDOTES.
As matters of fact, given in the form of anecdote, excite the interest,
and tend to impress the minds more particularly of young persons, we
intend to devote a small portion of our Magazine to the narration of
them. Having a personal knowledge of the principal parties hereafter
mentioned, we select the following, as illustrative of the painful consequences resulting from
DISOBEDIENCE TO PARENTS.

Two young men, the children of pious and wealthy parents, felt themselves exceedingly displeased at being constantly refused the use of the
family carriage on the Lord's Day. It was in vain they urged their confinement during the week, as a sufficient reason why they should be thus
indulged on the Sunday. It was the father's settled rule, that the authority which commanded him to rest, included also his servants and
cattle; he therefore turned a deaf ear to their intreaties and remonstrances. In their madness, or in their folly, they determined to resent
this refusal, by leaving their situations and going to sea. Intelligence
of this step was transmitted to the minister * who mentioned the ch:cum;;0

The late Rev. J oh11 Griffin, of Portsea.
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stallce, and who, residing at a sea-port town, was requested to make
diligent inquiry, and, on finding them, was to use every possible means
to induce them to return home. After some search, he found them in a
rendezvous house j and introducing himself, he stated his business, and
urged their return. He, however, urged in vain; for, bent npon the
fulfilment of their design, they thanked him for his advice, although determined to reject it. Among other reasons for their return, he urged
the feelings of their parents, and especially those of their rnothe'·.
" Think," said the good man, " what must your mother's situation be,
after years of anxious watching and fervent prayer; after looking forward to this time, when, in your society and in your welfare, she hoped
to meet a rich reward for all that she had suffered on your account.
Yet, in one moment, and by one imprudent step, she finds you plunged
into misery, the depths of which yon cannot conceive, and herself the
subject of a wretchedness she has never deserved at your hands." In
the heart of the youngest there was a sense of gratitude, which answered
to this appeal; and, bursting into tears, he expressed his sorrow for his
conduct, and his willingness to return. Still the eldest remained obdurate. Neither warnings alarmed him, nor arguments persuaded him.
The carriage had been repeatedly refused; he had made up his mind to
go to sea, and to sea he would go. "Then," said the minister, " come
with me to my house; and I will get you a ship, and you shall go out
as a man and a gentleman." This he declined, assigning as a reason
(if my recollection serves me), that it would make his parents feel, to
have it said that their son was a common sailor; as a common sailor,
therefore, he would go ! "Is that your disposition ?" was the reply j
" Then, young man, go j and while I say, God go with you, be sure
your sin will find you out; and for it God will bring you to judgment."
With reluctance they left him; the younger son was restored to his parents, while all traces of the elder were lost, and he was mourned for as
one dead.
It was after the lapse of a considerable time from the painful event
we have just recorded, that a loud knocking was heard at the minister's
door. This was early in the morning. After some time, the servant
opened the dool', and found there a waterman, wishing directly to see
her master. He soon appeared; and was informed tnat a young man,
under sentence of death, and about to be executed on board one of tlle
ships in the harbour, had expressed an earnest wish to see him; urging,
among other reasons for it, that he could not die happy unless he did.
A short time found the minister on board the ship; when the prisoner,
manacled and guarded, was introduced to him; to whom he said, " My
poor friend, I feel for your condition; but, as I am a stranger to you,
may I ask why you have sent for me; it may be that you have heard
me preach at Portsea." "Never, sir. Do you not know me 1" "I
do not." "Do you not remember the two young men whom you some
years since urged to return to their parents and to their duty?" "1 do!
I do remember it; and I remember that you were one of them." "1
have sent, then, for you, to take my last farewell of you in this world,
and to bless you for your efforts to restore me to a sense of my duty.
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Would God Hiat I had taken your advice; but it is now too late. My
sin has found me out, and for it God has brought me into judgment.
One, and but one consolation remains: I refused the offer of going to
your house until I could be provided for; assigning as a reason, thaf it
would make my parents feel, to have it said that their son was a com~
man sailor. A little reflection showed me the cruelty of this determination: I assumed another name, under which I entered myself; and my
chief consolation is, that I shall die unpitied and unknown."
What the feelings of the minister must have been at this sad discovery, may he more easily conceived than descri-6ed. He spent some
time with him in prayer, and offered him that advice which was best
suited to his most unhappy case. The prisoner was again placed in
confinement, and Mr. Griffin remained with the officer who was then on
duty. "Can nothing be done for this poor young man ?" was one of
the first inquiries made, after the prisoner was withdrawn. "I fear
not," replied the officer; "the Lords of the Admiralty have determined
to make an example of the first offender.* He, unfortunately, is that
offender; and we hourly expect the warrant for his execution." I know
not the state of mind in which Mr. G. returned home; b)1t I remember
weil the anxiety with which I heard him express his determination to go
directly to London, and, in humble dependence upon the Lord, to make
every effort to save the criminal's life, or to obtain a commutation of his
sentence. It was his lot, on the day of his arrival in the metropolis, to
obtain an interview with one of the Lords of the Admiralty; to whom
he stated the respectability of the young man's connexions, his bitter
and unfeigned regret for the crime which had forfeited his life; and, with
that earnestness which the value of life is calculated to excite, venturecl
to ask, was it impossible to spare him. To his regret, he was informed
that the warrant for his execution had that morning been signed, and
was on its way to the officer whose melancholy duty it was to see it executed. With compassion the nobleman said, " Go back, sir, and prepare him for the worst. I cannot tell what is to be done; but we are
shortly to meet his Majesty in council, and all that you have urged shall
be there stated; may it prove successful!" He did return; but discovered that the morning of his reaching home was the time appointed for
the yOl1ng man's execution. Joy, and fear, and anxiety, by turns possessed his mind, as, within a few minutes after his arrival, came a pardon, accompanied with the most urgent request to go immediately on
board, lest thc scntcnce of the law should be executed before he could
reach the ship. Upon the issues of a moment now rested the life of [t
fellow-creature, and perhaps the salvation of an immortal soul. The
minister reached the harbour, and saw the yellow flag, the signal of
death, flying-the rigging manned-and, for aught he knew to the contrary, the object of his solicitude at the last moment of his mortal existence. He reached the ship's side, and saw an aged man leaving it,
whose sighs, and groans, and tears, proclaimed a heart bursting with
grief, and a soul deeper in misery than the bed of the waters he was
" The name of the erime was pl'lldcntly withheld.
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upen. It was the JJ1'isoner's fathe-r! Under an assumed name, he had
discovered his wretched son, and had been to take his last farewell of
him. Yes, it was the father who had brought him up in the fear of the
Lord; who, in his earliest days, led him to the house of God; and wh'o,
when lost, had often inquired'in prayer, " Lord, where is my child ?"
Fearfully was he answered; he had found him, but it was to part, never
in this world to meet again. Such, at least, must have been his conclusions in that moment, when, having torn himself from the embrace of
his son, he was in the act ofleaving the ship. The rest is told in a few
words: with the minister he re-entered the vessel, at the moment that
the prisoner, pinioned for execution, was advancing towards the fatal
spot, where he was to be 'summoned into the presence of God. A moment found him in the embrace, not of death, but of his father. His
immediate liberation followed the knowledge of his pardon; and a few
days restored the wanderer to the bosom of his family.

CRISP'S VIEWS OF THE ABOLITION AND OBLIVION OF
THE SINS OF THE CHURCH BY THE SHEDDING OF
CHRIST'S BLOOD.

"I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions, for mine own
sake, and will not remember thy sins." Isa. xliii. 25.
"To have an evangelist, a day-star, to be visited in lightsome times,
though it is a matter of gr=at grace, yet it is not cause of so great admiration as to have the sun shining in a dark night is matter of wonder;
and yet there was a spiritual eye among the Jews that was able to see
in their darkest days, a glorious sun in the firmament-this eye was the
evangelist Isaiah. I rather call him an evangelist than a prophet, for
his bringing glad tidings of good things, tidings of exceedi~ great joy.
The Apostle Paul himself, the great doctor of the Gentiles, and the main
exalter of Christ and the grace of God in him, goes not beyond this
evangelist, speaking so fully, clearly, and sweetly of the freeness of
God's love, even while persons are in the lowest and worst of conditions.
"Books, you know, are the registers of memory, or records for the
help of memory rather. If a man look over his debt-hook, and find
there, that though such debts were written, yet now they are so obliterated that no man can read them; and that this blotting was made, not
casually, but upon consideration of a sufficient satisfaction-how, then,
can he reme\nber these now as debts? Thus the Lord represents himself to us; he remembers not our sins: that is, the transgressions of the
members of Christ come not into the thoughts of God, so as now to
think that such and such a man stands guilty before him of such a transgression; I say, the Lord hath not in his thoughts any such thing concerning any member of Christ. Beloved, you shall find it a frequent
expression of the Holy Ghost, manifesting the grace of God to his own
u
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people-namely, • God doth not remember their sins.' David, in Psa!'
xxv. g', prays thus, • Lord, remember not the sins of my youth.' But
look into the covenant of grace, wherein God engages himself to be the
God of his people; this is the close and upshot of it in Jer. xxxi. 31,
and so on: 'In those days, and at this time, will I make a new covenant
with the house of Israel, not according to the covenant that I made with
their fathers; but this shall be the covenant that 1 will make with
them i' and so on. And then the shutting up of the covenant is in
these words, •Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.'
.. So the Apostle Heb. viii. 12, repeats the self-same thing, repeating
the covenant word for word, and ends it in the very same mannerl
, Your sins and iniquities will I remember no more.' And in Heb. x.
10, 17, though the apostle abridges the covenant, and leaves out many
branches 6f it. yet he forgets not the last clause of it-' Their sins and
iniquities will I remember no more.'
.. And so it stands for a truth, the people of God are so received into
the grace and favour of God, that he doth not-nay, he will not, remember their sins any more from the time they are become members of
Christ, and actually in covenant with him; from that time for evermore
there is not once a bringing to remembrance with God, anyone of their
transgressions.
" But some will say, 'This seems to be strange-what! God not remember the sins of believers 'I Suppose he forgives them, yet he must
remember them, seeing they are committed every day so clearly and
conspicuously in his sight: how is it possible he should not remember
them? '
.. I answer, beloved, let flesh and blood reason, and say what it will,
I ask you this question-Is it the Lord himself that says, he doth not
remember the sins of his people? If he himself speaks it, who art thou,
o man, that darest to question whether lle remembers them or no?
Shalt thou say, he remembers their sins, when he himselfsaith, he will
not remember them 'I The apostle Paul tells us, 'No man knows the
things of vod, but the Spirit of God:' and doth not the Spirit of God
tell us this, that 'He doth not remember their sins?' And can any man
know the things of God better than the Spirit? Thou sayest that God
remembers them, when he saith, he doth not remember them .
.. But some will be ready to say farther-how can this possibly be,
that God should know every sin which the believer commits, and the
believer himself knows the sins he commits, and yet God should not re.
member them?
.. I answer, first-Suppose I could not untie this knot, OT resolve this
riddle to you; you must know, beloved there are deep things of God,
which none but he himself can dive into, which none but he is able to
resolve; yet, though it could not be resolved, let God be true, and all
the world be liars; let not the world's saying, God remembers the sins
of his people, prevail against his saying, 'I will not remember their sins.'
Let senEe, argument, reason, and all stoop to faith, even for the testimony
of God's sake alone, though none will speak the same thing, but merely
the voice of God alone.
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U But, secondly, let us see whether we can untie this knot or no;
how
is it possible that the Lord should not remember their sins, seeing'they
are so plain to him every moment? There is one word in the text that
is not much heeded, and it is that which must resolve this great and
difficult question; that is this,-' I will not remember your sins.' I will
not remember them as your sins, putting the emphasis upon the word
your,. and will not remember thy sins, or your sins. It is most certainly
true, God remembers all the actions that ever men have done, do, or
shall do; he remembers the nature and quality of all actions as they are;
he remembers such actions as done at such times; and he knows they
are thus and thus in the nature of them; and yet, so it is, that 'He remembers not thy transgressions; that is, though he remembers the things
thou hast done, yet he doth not remember them as they are thine; he
remembers whose they are, he himself has passed them over, he decreed
that they should become the sins of' Christ; and when he passed them
over to him, they ceased to be thine any longer.
" You know that text in Isa. liii. 6, 'He hath laid on him the iniquities ,of us all;' and you know that place ill 2 Cor. v. 21, 'He was made
sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of
God in him.' Now I ask this question, whose are the sins which believers commit? When Christ became their sin, are they not his? and
if they are his, are they any longer theirs that did commit them?
2 Cor. v. 19, shows plainly that the Lord reckons them no longer theirs
when he hath made them once to be Christ's. 'God was in Chri!lt reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto
them: as much as to say, I will never reckon them thine any more; I
will never impute them to thee; all I look for, in respect of thy sins, I
look for at the hands of Christ; 'for he was made sin for us,' saith the
text.
" And whereas people think it strange, forasmuch as believers themselves do remember their sins, that God should not remember them; I
answer, if any believers or members of Christ remember their sins any
otherwise than God remembers them, their memory faib tht>,m, and they
are mistaken in their remembrance. If, when believers have sinned,
they have a conceit that their sins shall be charged upon them; the
truth is, they have other conceits of themselves than God hath of them.
But if they will remember their sins as he remembers them, they must
remember them, and know them, by the light of God's Spirit, that shall
lead them into all truth. The Spirit of God will remember them of
them indeed, and lay before them such and such actions, and tell them
that they have these pollutions in them, and will convince them of the
abhorrency of them; but the same Spirit will remember them withal,
that the 'Lamb of God hath taken away all these sins of theirs,' and
that the scape-goat hath carried them away into a land of forgetfulness;
thus, I say, the Holy Ghost, as he brings their sins to their remembrance, so he will suggest to them also, to whom their sins are sent.
"When we say that Christ moves God to blot out transgressions, I
do not separate him from Christ: 'God is in Christ, reconciling the
world unto himself.' What he doth in grace to the poor creature, he
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doth in Christ; and he doth nothing of grace to sinners, absolutely
considered in himself, abstractedly from Christ, but as in him.
"But take Christ for mediator, and as he is distinguished from the
Father, and then, I say, that he, as mediator, did not first move God to
blot out transgressions; but the motion within himself, from all eternity, was the rock and fountain of all; yea, even of Christ himself, as
mediator; and from this fountain was he raised up to accomplish those
things that first were in his breast; for Christ is the mediator-that is,
he is the mean between God and us, to compose this great thing of
blotting out our transgressions. Now, know that the means are raised
up for the bringing about the thing intended, and, in nature, are after
the thing intended as the end. The schoolmen have a speech-' The
end of things is always the first in intention, though it be last in execution.' If a man builds a house, he first proposeth to himself to what
purpose it is to be; it is to dwell in. The habitation is first in his
thoughts, and then the situation as a means is raised afterwards to that
end; so the Lord sits down and consults with himself how he may
show himself in grace to the creature thus-The creature will sin, 'and
I will blot out their transgressions;' but how shall it be done? Well,
saith God, I will send Christ into the world; he shall be born of a
woman, and die for their sins, having them laid upon him; and shall
purchase their redemption. Now Christ is the means; he is made a
mediator; but God's detllrmination concerning the blotting out of
transgressions, was of his own motion, before there was such a thing as
Christ-* I mean in both his natures; and Christ therefore c~me, because God had determined in his own thoughts that such a thing should
be done by him.
" God doth this for his own sake, not only for his own mere motion,
but for his own end too: for himself. We are apt to think he blots
out transgressions that he might do good to us, that we might be made
happy by it. It is true the Lord blotted out transgressions that we
might be happy, but yet this is but the subordinate end to him, and
stands in subordination to a supreme and higher end: God aims at his
own glory principally; he did not, therefore, blot out transgressions
that we might be the better for it principally; but that he might attain
the thing that concerned himself in it.
" And therefore, whGlreas the Holy Ghost speaks in the text of 'blotting out transgressions for his own name's sake,' he adds thesc words to
it, foreshowing that God aimed at himself more than anything concerning the good of his creatures-l Sam. xii. 22, 'The Lord will not forsake his people for his great name's sake.' Josh. vii, 9, 'What wilt thon
do unto thy great name,' if thy people should sin? he speaking of it
then in that business of the men of Israel fallinp; before the men of Ai.
The great argument of Joshua to prevail with God, was the great name
of God. Psalm lxxix. 9, "Help us, 0 Lord, for the glory of thy name,
and deliver us, and purge away our sins for thy name's sake. The
meaning is this-The Lord blots out transgressions for his own
'" Reader, do not mistake the writer. As respects his Godhead, Christ is co-equal
and co-etel'llal with the Father i he here merely refers to his rnediatorial character.-ED.
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name's sake: that is, he therefore blots them out that his own name
and glory might be the more magnified and exalted in the earth; so
that for his own praise sake, he doth the great things he doth.
"Now you see what it is for God to blot out transgressions for his own
sake; namely, that he might have the praise of the glory of his own
grace in doing such marvellous things as he doth; so that you run in a
vain course to think that you move God by your importunity and humbling yourselves before him; for he will not be moved by all these to
blot out your transgressions. If ever, therefore, you would find a
motive whereon to rest indeed satisfied that God will and doth blot
them out, run to this, the free thoughts of God; and the bowels of God
himself have put him upon this great work for you, without regard to
what is in you, 01' done by you, to move him to do it, or to provoke him
not to do it. Look into Rom. IX. you shall then see, that in this bu··
siness of love, and blotting out of transgression, the Lord will there
manifest himself in grace, while Jacob is in the womb, before ever he
could sigh and groan to him; he did it then, that it might appeal' not
according to works, but according to the purpose of election; that it
might stand not of works, but of grace: and so when souls partake of
this grace of the blotting out ofiniquity they may cry out, as the Psalmist diu in another case, 'Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but to thy
name be the praise and glory.' And it is certain, that the Apostle tells
us, we are justified by the grace of God, not of works, lest any man
should boast; and therefore the Lord will have all the ordering of the
work of grace, that the creature shall have no stroke, that when that
grace is manifested, and he partakes of it, the creature having no hand
in it, he that glorieth, may glory in the Lord."
1l1ay 4th, 1840.
A LAYMAN.

REVIEWS.
A Dialogue, intended to set forth, in a plain and Scriptural manne1', the
True Doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ, as the only object of Divine
Worship. By a late Member of tbe Church at Gower Street Chapel,
London. Newberry, 6, Chenies Street, Bedford Square.
WHILE the writer of this pamphlet held and persisted in-which it appears from the sequel he did hold and persist in-the doctrine he is
therein attempting to defend, in contradistinction to that admirable creed,
the creed of St. Athanasius, we think the Church at Gower Street did
perfectly right in dismissing him from church membership. We believe
that the influence of a man possessed of so much sophistical argument as
the author of this tract appears to have at his command, would have been
very injurious to the interests and welfare of such members of that
church as were not rooted and established in the grand and essential
doctrincs which the writer of this pamphlet is attempting to assail. Not
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that we are of opinion he could do them any permanent injury, or that
he could ever by all his sophistry shake a poor soul out of his belief in
a three-one God; a Trinity in unity, and a unity in Trinity; Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost; for we believe that one of the first effects of
a work of grace is, to stamp a belief in the Trinity upon the heart; and
this is done by being brought to a saving knowledge and acquaintance
with each person in the ever blessed Godhead.
We did not intend to have used a single argument by way of refuting
the doctrine advanced in this work, not being disposed to enter into controversy; but, as the welfare of Zion lies, we trust, very near our hearts,
and as two passages of scripture dropped upon our minds, whilst reading
the tract, with much sweetness and satisfaction, we concluded that we
would insert them, praying that God the Holy Ghost would carry them
home with comforting power to every poor doubting mind: the first
passage was this :-" God so loved the world, that he gave his onlybeg(Jtten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but
have everlasting life." John iii. 16. Are not two ,persons distinctly
set forth here-a giver and a gift? The other passage was this :-" If'I
go not away the Comforter will not come unto you; but, if I depart, I
will send him unto you. * * When he, the Spirit of truth is come,
he will guide you into all truth. " John xvi. 7, 13. Are not two persons implied here likewise? By quoting these texts of Scripture, we
have said all we intend to advance by way ofargument. Before we close
our remarks, however, we would ask the writer one solemn question, and
that is, Has this self-same blessed and eternal Spirit ever guided thee
into all truth ?-that is, has he ever arraigned thee at the bar of conscience-brought thee in guilty before God-cau;sed thee to stand at that
bar as a poor, lost, and undone creature, expecting every moment the
sentence to go forth, "Cut him down; why cumbereth he the ground ?"
and just when thy soul was on the borders of despair, and thou thoughtest that he would hurl thee away to swift destruction, has this same divine Teacher revealed Jesus to thine astonished view, given thee faith to
believe in his ability and willingness to save, put a cry into thine heart
for mercy, and enabled thee to stretch forth thy withering hand and claim
him as thy Surety, thy law-fulfiller, and the only medium of access to a
covenant God and Father? We confess we are at a loss to know how
a sinner who has been thus arraigned, convicted, and condemned, can
so far forget his former position, as to be argued out of a belief of
that Almighty Being who first directed his eye to Jesus-of Jesus who
regarded his cry and pleaded his cause-and of God the Father as putting
off and laying aside the frown of a Judge, and smiling with all the complacency of divine fatherly love in the person of his dear Son.
Finally, we would say, pray for divine teaching to examine thine own
heart, and see whether thou hast not been actuated by a mere speculative desire in thy search after truth; that thou hast, though unknown
to thyself, been furnishing thine head instead of thine heart. The Holy
Spirit does not instruct in this way; his holy influences are Dot so easily
attained. He leads his people into all truth in a savin,q, experimental
way, probing and healing the heart before he instructs the head.
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The Universal Tendency to Association in Mankind Analyzed and Illnstmted. With P?'actical and Histm'ical Notices of tlte Bonds of Society,
as ?'egards Individnals and Commnn£ties. By JOHN DUNLOP, Esq.,
Author of "The Philosophy of Drinking Usage in the United
Kingdom." Houlston and Stoneman.
OUR impression, as soon as we opened this volume, was, that the best
bond. of union with which we are acquainted, is that which springs from
the" love of God being shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost."
This unites heart to heart indeed; helps its possessors to' bear each
others' burdens-to weep with them that weep-to rejoice with those
that do rejoice; it is a unitin~ us in heart, and affection with those we
have never seen nor can see, until time shall be no more; when the
same blessed union, having triumphed over death, hell, and the grave,
shall knit together in one indissoluble bond, a goodly company out
of every kindred, nation, tongue, and people, to spend an ete1'l1i ty
in the presence of God and the Lamb. Oh! happy, happy day! whcn
shall its bright m01'l1ing dawn?
The book before us is, nevertheless, a well-written, clever, and instructive production; it evidently emanates from the pen of a mastermind, and is the result of much observation and research. In taking a
rapid glance through the volume, we were much gratified with the following anecdote, as illustrative not only of the Author's point, but more
especially of the wise providence of God:A singular case of sudden and effective combination, of the description
under notice, occurs in the life of Admiral Lord Exmouth, then Sir Edward
Pellow. A transport was driven ashore under the citadel at Plymouth, where
she lay beating and rolling in a tremendous and impassable surf. At this
moment Sir Edward and his lady were proceeding along, with a view to dine
at a friend's. He sprang out of his carriage, and ran along with the crowd to
the beach; and at once saw that the loss of nearly all on board, near six
hundred persons, was mevitable, without some one to di?'ect them. The officers
had abandoned their charge, and would not return: they had landed by a
single rope, which formed the only communication with the ship, and by this,
with much danger and personal injury, he was hauled, through the surf and
wreck of masts, on board. He reached the deck, declared who he was, and
assumed the command. He threatened death to disobedience, but assured the
multitude of safety if they gave effectual obedience. The dispersed elements
of order and joint operation re-united; the well-known name of the hero, the
calmness and energy he displayed, gave confidence to the despairing multitudes.
His first efforts were received by cheers from those on board, which were reechoed from the crowds on shore. A small boat was got alongside; the
ends of two additional hawsers were got on shore; cradles were contrived and
slung upon them, with travelling ropes to and from the beach, Each hawser
was held on shore by a number of men, who watched the rolling of the wreck,
and kept the ropes tight and steady. A cutter, with great difficulty, worked
out of Plymouth Pool, and received the more helpless of the passengers. Sir
Edward, with a drawn sword, directecl all the proceedings; everyone was
ultimately saved, and presently the wreck went to pieces. Had dissociation
continued, the whole multitude would have perished.
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AT the Annual Meeting of the Protestant Association, held at Exeter HaJl,
on Wednesday, the 14th of May, the Earl of Winchilsea remarked-" Protestant England! It was but the mere shadow of the name which she now
bore. We had, indeed, renounced that high name which had distinguished
us above all nations; which was the brightest gem in our national character;
and which, through the blessing of God, had made us the greatest, the happiest, and freest people that ever lived on this earth. It was written in the
past history of our country, in language which all might read and clearly understand, that in every reign, where Protestant principles had been truly upheld, God had blessed us with national prosperity. On the other hand, we
had only to refer to our own days for the reverse of the picture. Wc had
seen Government established solely on the principle of what was called religious equality, but which, he contended, was founded on no religious equality
at all; for the int.olerant spirit of the Church of Rome never would-·never
could, consistently-concede to us an equality, either of civil or religious
equality. The noble Earl then commented upon the concessions of the British
Legislature to Popery, and proceeded to observe, that we had lived to see
most fearful times; when the great principles on which our prosperity was
founded were placed in imminent perrl; but he was convinced there was a
spirit abroad, that would successfullv resist the active encroachments of the
Church of Rome. Protestant England, he hoped, she would become again.
We would not surrender into the hands of Popery that religion which had
been bequeathed to us by our forefathers as the most sacred inheritance, which
had proved the foundation of aJl that was dear to us, and which, through the
blessing of God, we would transmit, unimpaired, to our posterity. He would
maintain, now that the mask was thrown off, and the destruction of our Protestant system of religion openly avowed, that there was but one course for
Protestant England to take, and that was, day by day, to insist on the repeal
of the fatal act of 1829. He was convinced there would be no peace or tranquillity for Eugland till that measure were repealed. He gave full credit to
the members of the Church of Rome for the sincerity of their professions of
hostility to the Ohurch of Eugland; and he could most couscientiously say,
that if he were a member of the Romish Church, he would use the power
conferred upon him by that act to effect those purposes which the members of
that Church were now so actively endeavouring to effect. If we reflected on
the present condition of our country, we could not doubt that a judicial blindness had fallen on our land, which, if not speedily remedied, would lead to
judicial retribution. We had, indeed, only to look to what had been God's
dealings wit.h nations, and he would call upon all who heard him, and felt that
national sins would bring down national judgments', to remember and reflect
upon those warning words spoken to the people of Israel :-" Beware that
thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and his
judgments, and his statutes, which 1 command this day: lest when thou hast
eaten and art full, and lust built goodly houses and dwelt therein; and when
thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied,
and all thou hast is multiplied; then thy heart be lifted up, and thou forget
the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the
house of bondage; and thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of
mine hand hat.h gotten me this wealth. And it shall be, if thou do at all forget
the Lord thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve t.hem and worship
them, I testify against you this day that you shall perish. As the nations
which the Lord destroyed before your face, so shall ye perish, becausc ye
would not be obedient unto the voice of the Lord your God."
City
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