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.. Who comforteth us 'in all 'our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in ani
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God:'-2 COR, L 4.

DISTINGUISHING GRAOE AND UNMERITED MEROY.
" Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily 1'm constrained to be !
May that grace, Lord, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee,"

I ,

" Who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that
tho~t didst not receive?"-lOoR. iv. 7.
THERE are times-and these not unfrequently-when the dear
children of God come down into very low places. They are, as poor
fallen creatures, prone to be much occupied, if not altogether
engrossed, with present things. The trials and exercises of the day
exclude, for most part, the grateful recollection of the Lord's sustaining power, interposing hand, 'and pro.viding goodness, as far as the
past is concerned. Satan takes advantage, and, playing upon the
ingratitude and unbelief of the heart, suggests a thousand gloomy
thoughts about the future. Molehills are magnified into mountains.
Difficulties spread themselves in the pathway as seemingly insurmountable. The" How can this be done or that accomplished?" is
continuously suggested, and Satan (that arch fiend and lying lecturer)
generally winds up his arguments with the taunting inquiry, "How
will it be with thee in the swellings of Jordan?"
Notwithstanding the ten thousand times ten thousand mercies
which have marked every step and stage of the hitherto-trodden pathway, the soul has no power in itself to resist the tempter, or to rise
above present trials or prQspective difficulties. Nothing short of a
fresh word from Jesus, and the renewed putting forth of the power of
the Holy Ghost, can suffice to enable the soul to rise above the fears
and the faintings of the way. When this is vouchsafed, then-and
y
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not until then-is the dear child of God enabled, in the strength of
his Lord and Master, and by the power of the Holy Ghost, to say,
." Get thee behind me, Satan." "Therefore I will look unto the
Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear
me. Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy: when I fall, I shall
arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me"
(Micah vii. 7, 8).
Moreover, the kind and tender and gracious way in which the Lord
is pleased afresh to manifest Himself is well worthy of our most
marked attention. These renewed visits and fresh manifestations so
bespeak His continuous regard and imperishable interest. They so
prove He has not forgotten, -much less forsaken, His people. They
confirm the fact, that His eye is ceaselessly upon them, and His heart
uninterruptedly going forth in sweetest sympathy towards them.
Our thoughts have run in this channel, beloved reader, in connexion with recent experiences; and, as a consequence, have suggested the words of our text, "Who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive?"
It was a gloomy afternoon as far as the weather and exteriors were
concerned, and, where there is an ever-constant proneness to constitutional depression and phJsical infirmity, Satan is ever on the alert to
take advantage of cold., or-wet, or gloom, in regard to the atmosphere. At this junctw::e, an old clerical friend unexpectedly called.
Some twelve or fifteen years must have elapsed since we had previously met. Instantly the former position and all the intervening
circumstanoes and very diversified events came up in quick and vivid
review; and, notwithstanding the power of unbelief, it was scarcely
possible not to trace the good and gracious hand of one's God, in
regard to the way and manner in which He had graciously led.
Former wishes and probable expectations it was at once seen, by
comparison, had been far, far exceeded; and in a moment one saw
how infinitely more desirable it was for the Lord to choose, and for
the Lord to open up the way, according' to His own wise and loving
and most merciful will and pleasure.
Walking towards his destination with the friend alluded to, who,
by the way, had been- for some time laid aside by delicate health,
another friend of a sudden saluted us, and, in a few agitated sentences, told us of the deep, deep trouble into which he had of a
sudden been plunged. Poor fellow! one's heart yearned over him,
and one said all one could to soothe and comfort his greatly-perturbed
spirit.
Calling at an aged friend's house immediately afterwards, the subject, in the course of the hour or two spent there, turned upon passing
events-the change in the laws-and the desirability or otherwise in
regard to an alteration as to capital punishment. One of the aged
friends present remarked, that she had never been in a court of justice but once in her ~ife j and that it was at that time quite customary
for ladies to attend 'at, the assizes held in the North of England. The
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Court-house of Lancaster was, upon the occasion to which she referred,
greatly thronged, two men being put upon their trial for forgery.
The charge was proved, and they were brought in guilty; and
"never should she forget," exclaimed our now very el~rly friend,
" the sight of one of the convicted men raising his hands, and striking
them upon the front of the dock, as, seeing the judge assume the
blackcap, he exclaimed, 'Mercy, mercy, my lord; oh, have mercy!'"
At the same time the wife of the doomed man fell down in the
crowded court, and was carried out in a fainting and thoroughlypowerless condition.
It directly reminded us of a somewhat similar circumstance that once
occurred in the Old Bailey. A relative of ours was present at a certain
trial, when the wife of the accused exclaimed in court: "If you find
him guilty, I shall die-I am sure I shall die." The woman was in
consequence removed. The trial went on, and the man was found
guilty. No sooner had the verdict reached the ears of the poor
woman, than she fell back, and literally died! Upon the mournful
fact being communicated to the judge, he was so much affected, that,
the offence being a comparatively-trifling one, he immediately pardoned the prisoner, and ordered him at once to be set at liberty. The
poor man, in his anxiety for his wife, appeared to lose sight of his
liberation. He rushed to the hall where his poor wife was, but, alas!
only to find that the vital spark had really fled!
Reader, "Who maketh thee to differ fi'om another? and what hast
thou that thou didst not receive?"
Another topic of the evening was, dangers in travelling, and the
preserving hand of God when, perhaps, we have no present sense of
peril. Several illustrations were given. Another aged fi'iend remarked, "Well, when I travel, or when I seek to fall asleep for
the night, I say to the Almighty, 'I commit myself, hody, soul,
and spirit, to Thee;' and I have no concern afterwards." A third
friend present quoted the remark of a dear little intelligent child, who,
upon something being said to her a few days before, about either a
restive horse, or an apparently-unskilful driver to the fly in which
they were seated, said, " Aunty, when I get into the train or into a
fly, I say, 'Lord take care of me;' and I never have any fear afterwards." We could not help mentally exclaiming, "Lord, give us
more of the simple faith of that dear little child."
However, after closing the evening with reading that precious 11th
chapter of John, and prayer, we set out homewards, having to pass on
our way a certain tidal river, and glancing, as, when we have the
opportunity, we like to do, at the passing steamers. We had scarcely
left the river-side, when a young man and a boy saluted us: "Oh,
sir," said the elder of the two, "I am so upset." "What's the
matter?" was the reply. "Oh, sir, there was a steam-tug coming in
about an hour ago, and a young man standing by me lost his footing
and fell overboard, and never was seen again. We have been dragging
for his body until now, but couldn't find him." "Poor fellow!"
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thought we, "in the midst of life we are in death indeed!" How
little did that young man, a minute before, imagine that he was so
. near eternity! and how little did we who had so recently been conversing upon unseen dangers, suppose that a fellow-mortal was just
about to lose his life so suddenly within a few hundred yards of the
spot where we were speaking!
Reader, "Who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast
thou that thou didst not receive ?"
Among th~ engagements of the following forenoon was an attendance at the Oourt-house, where some two hundred of the more
respectable of the citizens had requested the Mayor to convene a
meeting to consider the Bill now before J?arliament for the better
regulation of the sale of beer on the Lord's-day.
It was but some two or three weeks since, the assizes had been
held within the same building, and we happened to step into the
Oourt at the moment the judge was summing up the evidence against
the prisoner then arraigned at the bar upon a charge of manslaughter.
All the parties had been drinking, and, at the hour of midnight, life
had been taken in a street hard by the Oourt-house. There were
certain very grave considerations and sundry critioal points in the
evidence, upon which the judge laid considerable stress, as giving the
case very much the character of "wilful murder." In fact, the
summing-up was such as clearly left it an extremely doubtful point,
whether the jury would return a verdict of "murder" or "manslaughter." The prisoner's demeanour during both the summing-up
of the judge and the consultation of the jury, was such as caused him
evidently to feel his life was in jeopardy. It was, therefore, with no
small relief he heard the foreman declare a verdict of manslaughter.
The judge, however, considered the case so grave a one, as to prompt
him to pass upon the prisoner a lengthened term of transportation.
It was with this case fresh upon our recollection, and all its
attendant facts, we entered the Oourt upon the present occasion; but the circumstances how altered! Instead of a grave and
attentive assembly befitting such a place and becoming such an
occasion, there had congregated together the most disorderly, riotous,
uproarious mass of men it had ever been our hapless lot to witness.
Although the meeting was presided over by the Mayor, attended by
sundry magistrates, a bishop, clergy, ministers, and the most respectable and influential of the citizens, it was impossible to get a
hearing. Greater disorder, more thorough disregard for the powers
that be, or utter recklessness of all consequences, could not be imagined. It was as though a hundred taprooms had poured forth into
one limited arena the most excited, reckless, and debased of their
frequenters. The countenances of very many wore an appearance of
the most thorough defiance of both 'God and man. There was a
ripeness for any species of mischief. The law itself seemed powerless
in such hands. The chief magistrate of one of the richest and most
ancient cities of this land of freedom,sat as the merest cypher. From
the Western Daily Press we copy the following, as

'.
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A "STRANGER'S" VIEW OF THE MEETING.
A visitor to the Guildhall meeting has supplied us with the following :I went to the Guildhall to.day, as a stranger, to see what was to be seen;
and a more disgraceful display of brutality I never witnessed in my life. I
have attended meetings in all parts of the country-social and political gatherings of all kinds-but the scene to-day surpassed in vulgarity anything
that has ever come under my notice. In saying this I think it right to add
that I am not a teetotaller. I am of the same opinion as that intelligent working man who said at the meeting that men are not to be made sober by Act of
Parliament. -I have little faith in the compulsory sobriety which is expected
to follow the adoption of Mr. Abel Smith's Bill. My sole object in going to
the meeting was to hear what could be said on both sides; and, when the resolutions were put to the meeting, I refrained from holding up my hands for
or against either of them. I speak, therefore, free from prejudice when I say
that the reception given to the Right Rev. Bishop Anderson was a disgrace
to any civilized community. The Bishop was quite in his place in speaking
on a question which has something to do with public morality: he has a perfect right to say at a public meeting, called to elicit public opinion, whether
he is or is not in favour of the measure now before Parliament, and he would
have been listened to with fair play in any town in England except Bristol.
He was literally bellowed down. His calm, dignified utterance ought to have
secured an attentive hearing; but, instead of this, he was received with scoffs,
coarse remarks, and a continued roar, which could not have been expected
from the lowest rabble that ever was got together. Had the meeting been
composed of untutored savages, he could not have been treated with less
respect. I asked myself what class the audience before me belonged to.
They were evidently not working men. Many of them were well dressed, and
displayed on their waistcoats heavy gold guards, and had massive gold rings
on their fingers. It has always been my experience that the working class is
fond of fair play, and the man who spoke loudest for a hearing on both sides
to-day was a working man. What, then, were these men who refused to hear a
bishop-who refused to listen to the speakers not on their side-who shouted
like maniacs, defied your excellent and good-tempered Mayor, and displayed
in all their horrible perfection the very worst features of ignorant and selfish
partisans? I have always believed that one of the characteristics of Englishmen is, that they' never fear a foe,' whether on the field or on the platform.
If this is our characteristic, who are the abject cowards that refused to hear
Bishop Anderson, Mr. Dunlop, and Mr. Cossham? Who are these persons who
degraded themselves, and did their best to disgrace Bristol?
I ask your favour for the insertion of these few lines, to let your readers
know how the meeting impressed a stranger. I left your Guildhall with my
notions unchanged as to the inutility of Mr. Smith's Bill, but I confess I never
was so disgusted in my life as I was to-day with the company who seemed to
Bupport my views. " The man who is afraid of argument is afraid of truth,"
I said to myself as I left; and I think the impartial public will agree with me.
A STRANGER.

As from the gallery we gazed upon those circumstances, and contemplated that scene of discord and riot, extending as it did for nearly
two hours and a-half, not only did we wish ourselves far removed from
such disgraoeful proceedings, but we thought of what had so recently
been enacted there. The Mayor then presiding had occupied the selfsame bench, side by side with the admistrator of the law. We thought,
moreover, of that wonderful passage, " The wrath of man shall praise
Him; the-remainder of wrath He will restrain." Ah, dear reader, we
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thought of the debt of gratitude we owe to our God, as thus day by
day, and night after night, engaged on our behalf. Oh, what would
be the immediate effect and consequence, but for that restraining power
which our God, in the riches of His grace and mercy, is pleased to
bring to bear in us and for us? What if He did not restrain "the
madness of the people?"
Do not, we pray you, think this subject is unworthy of our pages.
Indulge not for a moment the idea, that we are leaving our wonted
place in thus calling your attention so specially to it. Indeed, the
contemplation of the restraining hand of our God is a matter deserving
our gravest and most grateful consideration. Oh, contemplate the
countenances of multitudes whom, Sabbath after Sabbath, you meet in
the suburbs of our large towns and cities, as you walk towards the
house of God. See the spleen and the debasement and the defiance
which those countenances betray. What an evident readiness and
ripeness there is for any species of sin or wickedness, if so be there
were not that secret restraining power which holds them in check.
But for this what would become of us, and what of ours, dear reader?
With us the wonder is, not that men do so much, but that, under the
circumstancee, they do so little.
Moreover, as we gazed upon those riotous proceedings, we thought
of the great apostle of the Gentiles, and of the scenes to which on
sundry occasions he was exposed. Consider him, dear reader, at
Philippi, when" they caught Pilas and Silas, and drew them into the
market-place [or court] unto the rulers i" when "the multitude rose up
together against them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and
commanded to beat them. And when they had laid many stripes upon
them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them
safely: who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the
inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks." Then again
think of Paul and Silas at Thessalonica, when" the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of
the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an
uproar, and assaulted the house of J ason, and sought to bring them
out to the people. And when they found them not, they drew J ason
and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These that
have turned the world upside down are come hither also" (Acts xvii.
5, 6). Again, at Ephesus, how greatly was Paul endangered, when
the people were full of wrath, and, as with" one voice, about the space
of two hours, cried out, Great is Diana of the Ephesians !" Furthermore, atJerusalem-that of all places-what but the signal hand of God
rescued Paul from a death which seemed imminent? "All the city was
moved, and the people ran together: and they took Paul, and drew him
out of the temple: and forthwith the doors were shut. And as they went
about to kill him, tidings came unto the chief captain of the band, that
all Jerusalem was in an uproar . . . and when [Paul] came upon the
stairs, so it was, that he was borne of the soldiers for the violence of the
people. For the multitude of the people followed after, crying, Away
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with him." Again we find, still later, that" certain of the Jews
banded together, and bound themselves under a curse, saying, that they
would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. And they were
more than forty which had made this conspiracy. And they came to
the chief priests and elders, and said, We have bound ourselves under
a great curse, that we will eat nothing until we have slain Paul. 'Now
therefore ye with the council signify to the chief captain that he bring
him down unto you to-morrow, as though ye would inquire something
more perfectly concerning him: and we, or ever he come near, are
ready to kill him" (Acts xxiii. 12-15).
Oh, how wonderful, dear reader, under this variety of circumstances,
and amid all these dangers and exposures, was the preserving hand of
God! How beautifully, in regard to Paul, and how blessedly also
with respect to the people of God universally, is that precious truth
exemplified :" Plagues and death around me fly:
Till He bid, I cannot die;
Not a single shaft can hit
Till the God of love sees fit."

Yes, truly, one and all of the Lord's servants are" immortal till their
work is done." "Their life is hid with Christ in God." "Whoso
toucheth them, touch the apple of His eye."
.
It is not because men are one iota better now than in Paul's day,
that we have less open persecution. The difference is wholly and
solely to be ascribed to the good and gracious hand of our God. It is
His restraining power-and that alone-which makes the difference.
And never, never, dear reader, may we overlook the truth laid down
in our text, " Who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast
thou that thou didst not receive?" We have the seed of every
sin in our hearts, and are quite as capable as the vilest and most degraded of our race of committing the foulest of sins. Perhaps, under
the force of education, and different associations,. our sins and transgressions might partake of a more refined and less outwardly-flagrant
character, if so be we were permitted of our God to be tempted by Satan
to their commission; still those sins and transgressions, although more
refined, would not be the less heinous in God's sight. Variance, emulation, wrath, strife, are amidst the works of the flesh, in the selfsame
list with which are enumerated adulteries, murders, and drunkenness.
Let us never forget this, and well indeed may we be humbled under
the consideration. Moreover, be it ours to remember that whilst
idolatry is named in the catalogue above mentioned, the apostle has
elsewhere declared, that covetousness is idolatry.
Returning home after the riotious meeting before named, thoroughly
heart-sick, we were- glad indeed with the quiet of our own study once
more; scarcely had we entered which, ere a messenger stated a
stranger wished for an interview. We did not recognize the name,
but in the person we could just trace the features of an old workman,
who had been in our employ some five-and~twenty years ago. Again
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were we led back in review to all the complicated cares and anxieties
of the large city business in which we were then immersed, and to the
train of mercy, goodness, and love, which had delivered us from that
thraldom, and followed us to the present moment. And, as we contemplated the very low estate of him with whom we were speaking,
we could but feel the force of the words of our text, " Who maketh
thee," &c. How was it master and man had not changed places?
Who had ordered the footsteps of each? Our simple answer is, dear
reader, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give
glory, for Thy mercy, and for Thy truth's sake."
Another hour or so towards the close of that day found us once
again in the pulpit of our loved church; and, as we stood there, and
contrasted the peace, the quiet, the extreme attention which there prevailed, in contrast to the disturbing and distracting scenes we had so
recently witnessed, we thought of the boundless love and mercy that,
in this one particular even, had been vouchsafed us-namely, the
standing before a mixed multitude time after time, for now twenty
, years and upwards, without the semblance of interruption or annoyance. Oh, how again were we reminded, by the contrast, of the
words of our text, "Who maketh thee to differ from another? and
what hast that thou thou didst not receive?"
Dear reader, the circumstances which we have thus simply laid
before Y011 may, in many particulars, differ from those with which
you are familiar; but, if you belong to the Lord, and are under the
teaching and guidance of the Holy Ghost, they may, by His power
and holy anointing, serve as helps to remind you also, by contrast
and comparison with the condition and circumstances of others, of the
debt of gratitude due from you to the Lord for all the manifold
mercies which He has given-and still does so continuously vouchsafe
to you. Oh, for a more grateful recognition of those mercies! oh,
for a keener sense of the aboundings of His love. oh, for that deeper
and more abiding humility, arising from a thorough inwrought conviction of our own 'utter unworthiness, ingratitude, and sin; and a
corresponding consciousness of the magnitude and manifold nature of
that love wherewith He loved us when dead in sin, and which hath
since constrained our unchanging' Lord to bear with our manners in
the wilderness.
One word more, and we have done. Personally, we have indeed
cause to admire, acknowledge, and adore this love, inasmuch, as another motive for praise and thanksgiving, we pen this simple paper
upon the twentieth anniversary of the removal from this vale of tears
to his happy ,home above, of the early and most dearly-loved companion of our youth, the Rev. JOHN DOUDNEY LANE, the youth so
frequently referred to in our little volume, "TRY AND TRY AGAIN."
We cannot think of his honourable career in this vale of tears, and
subsequent removal to his eternal rest (particulars of which were published in this work shortly after) without being deeply impressed with
a sense of the boundless mercy, forbearing goodness, and marvellous
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kindness which have followed us even to this very day; and, in a
simple hope in and dependence upon Him-om most glorious Christ
-as unchangeably the same-yea, the" same yesterday, and to-day,
and for ever"-we ventme to add, in the words of the immortal
TOPLADY:-

"The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete;
His promise is, Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet;
Things future, nor things that are now,
Not all things below nOl: above,
Can make Him His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love.
" My name from the palm of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Imprest on the heart it remains
In marks of indelible grace;
Yes, I to the end shall endlll'e,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more seCtl/re,
The glorified spirits in heaven."

St. Luke's, Bedminster, April 27, 1867.

THE EDITOR.

WEARINESS AND REST.
SAVIOUR, I come to TheeA weary child, with pain and care opprest;
Oh, let me lean this aching, burdened heart
Upon Thy loving breast!
The way is very dark;
I cannot see it, Lord, through these my tears.
Take Thou my hand, and draw me up to Thee,
Through all the lonely years.
I have no strength, dear Lord;
Oh, let me lie where I can touch Thy feet,
And gaze up from the dust into Thine eyef,
That are so true and sweet.
And come, oh, come to me !
And raise me to Thine arms, and teach me there
The strange, deep secrets of Thy love, and bend
To listen this my prayer.
Speak to me soft and low;
My spirit yearneth for one little word
To cheer the still, sad silence of my life-:One word from Thee, my Lord.
Speak to me, 0 my God!
There are sweet voices falling on mine ear
Long, known, long loved, but in my inmost soul
Their tones I cannot hear.
But Thou wilt speak to me ;
And, as the river bIb into the sea
And sinks to sleep, so this my wearied heart
Shall find its rest in Thee.

H. B.

z
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WAYSIDE NOTES.
GOD THE HOLY GHOST.
" We h((l1Je not so much as hcard wl!ether tl,ere be any Holy Ghost."-AcTS xix. 2.
How truly may this language be applied to very much of the preaching
and teaching of the present day: "We have not so much as heard whether
there be any Holy Ghost j" and, if we do hear anything about the rrb.i.rd
Person in the glorious Trinity, He is represented as a shadowy kind of
. influence thatinspires holy thoug'hts and pious conduct. Now the watchmen of Israel must insist upon the personality and power of the Holy
Ghost, without which, all the preaching and teaching in the world will
never convince of sin or bring peace to the soul. They must insist on the
absolute necessity of the Holy Spirit to renew and sanctify the soul, and
qualify the regenerated for the enjoyment of God, for fellowship with
Ohrist, and for preparation for heaven. Oh that we may be led by that
selfsame Spirit to write a clear and concise paper upon this all-important
subject! To this end, oh, come, Thou divine Spirit, and Thyself touch
the heart and guide the pen, that both writer and reader may feel thy
sweet meltings; for
"'Tis by Thine agency alone
That every saint receives
The word by which the heart of stone
Is melted, and believes."
And, before we go into this all-important subject, it may be well to note a
few popular errors that exist concerning the Holy Ghost. For instance1. It is a popular practice of the preaohers of the present day to avoid disorimination, and to address all as being partakers of tlw Holy Ghost.-This
is contrary to God's word, which very clearly discriminates between the
sheep and the goats j the wheat and the tares; the children of promise
and the children of wrath; the sons of God and the servants of sin.
2. It is asserted by some that, if the Spirit of God be oontinuall1j resisted, He
will at last take His departure.-This is making man's power superior to
God's; but, while God the Spirit is omnipotent (as we shall presently
show), how a poor finite, frail worm can resist omnipctency, it is difficult to
understand-certainly the experience of the children of God will testify
that, when God the Spirit subdued their wills and brought them to the
feet of Jesus, it was with an almighty hand which they had no power to
resist-Cl where the word of a king is, there is power."
3. The preaohing "freewill" practioally ignores the work oftlw Holy Spir·it.
How many ministers in the present day will set forth the atonement of
Ohrist tolerably clearly-will explain the nature and character of sin, and
the work of Ohrist's redemption for His people, and then close their addresses by saying, "Now, all this is for you, if you will only exercise faith,
and accept the offered salvation." What is this but freewill-making the
appropriation to depend upon the caprice of the creature, to the practical
ignoring of the power of the Holy Ghost? And the last error we will
name is one often made by Ohristians themselves, namely, the calling the
gift of the Holy Ghost" God's second best gift to His Ohurch." This is
making an inequality in the Deity which cannot be allowed. And now
let us turn from errors to the grand and glorious subject of God the
Holy Ghost, and it will be seen that, while our theme is a very precious
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and important one, it is also a very copious one j that we might condense
our meditation upon it as follows, think
I. Of the Godhead of the Holy Ghost.
H. Of some of the Scripture emblems of the Holy Ghost.
HI. Of some of the precious titles of the Holy Ghost, which show the
character of His work.
IV. Of the indwelling and unction of the Holy One.
OF THE GODHEAD OF THE HOLY GHOST.
As the Church of England, in her 5th Article, truthfully asserts, "The
Holy Ghost,'proceeding from the Father and the Son, is of one substance,
majesty, and glory,with the Father and the Son, very and eternal God."
But let us turn to that best of all authorities, the word of God, and draw
therefrom proofs of the Godhead of the Holy Ghost, and note1. That in the work of creation not merely was Jesus included in the
declaration, "In the beginning GOD created the heaven and the earth,"
but also the Spirit j for it is added, "And the Spirit of God moved upon
the face of the waters." So also in the words, "Let us make man "-the
us is the eternal Father, Son, and -Spirit.' Again
.
2. The same union of the persons in the Godhead was manifested in the
work of redemption, as well as in the work of creation, as, for instance, at
the baptism of our Saviour, the Spirit descended like a Dove and lighted
upon the head of Jesus, while the voice of the Father was heard saying,
"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." Further,
3. When our Saviour was about to ascend up on high and leave this
world, which had been the scene of His redemption-work, He commanded
His disciples.to "Go, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," clearly referring to each
as Persons coequal in work, operation, and power.
4. After the resurrection of our Lord, we find that, when Ananias and
Sapphira his wife sold a possession, and kept back part of the money,
Peter said, "Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost l'
thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God." And, then,
5. It is the Spirit who forbade Paul to preach the word in Asia. It i's
the Spirit who divides to every spiritual man spiritual gifts according to
His will. It is the Spirit they are commanded not to grieve, and to whom
their bodies are to be consecrated as living temples. Thus havo we
pointed to sufficient scriptural evidence to show that the eternal Spirit is
a Person, and that Person God, coequal with the Father and the Son,
worthy of our deepest adoration and worship, for
" God reveals Himself in sacred writ,
The Father, Son, and SpiJ:it-Three in One."
"And now, in order to see the unfolding of the character of this Third Person
in the glorious Trinity, let us point to
1.

,....

n. SOME OF THE SCRIPTURE EMllLEMS OF THE HOLY GHOST.
These emblems run through the sacred word, and remind us that we
are not to understand the Spirit of God was only given to the Ohurch
after the ascension of our Saviour. Oh, no; the Ohurch, from the beginning, has never been without the Spirit, although, on the day of Pentecost,
He was poured out more abundantly, according to promise. Is it not
written, " Holy men of OLD spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost 1'''
z2
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and David prays, "Uphold me by Thy free Spirit," and again pleads,
"Take not Thy Holy Spirit from me." And, to show this still further,
our emblems will be gathered from both Old and New Testaments. Hence
. note that the Holy Ghost is calledFire-burning up all the wood, hay, and stubble of creature-righteousness ; Fire, purifying the precious metal; Fire, reducing the opposition and
rebellion in God's people, as with Jeremiah, who declared he would no
more speak in His name; but His word was as a fire in his bones.
Water-rising' up though all obstacles with its refreshing influence.
Oh, how sometimes we feel as if His mercy was clean gone for ever, and
we get into a aespairing mood! but the water that Christ has given us,
rises up from within, even the well of the Holy Ghost-Jesus' own gift to
His chosen.
Dew-coming in the night. Oh, what is it that keeps the soul alive
in the hours of soul-darkness but the dewill'ops of precious grace-the
fulfilment of J ehovah's own promise; "I will be as the dew unto Israel ?"
Wind-blowing where it listeth~upon the garden of the soul, and
causing the spices thereof to flow out.
Breath-coming upon the slain, that they may live. Dry bones indeed
are they without this; yea, very ill'y; but, when this breath of the Spirit
comes, they live-stand upon their feet, "an exceeding great army."
Oil-keeping alight the flame of life and love; also anointing them
with the oil of the Spirit. The meaning of the word Christ is " the
Anointed." Christ was the Anointed of the Holy Ghost, and it is scripturally correct to add, that Christians are the anointed ones; for God
hath endowed them with all the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit-the
Lord hath shown mercy to His anointed.
A. Dove.-The Holy Spirit, under this precious emblem, seems closely
linked to Jesus. At His baptism the Holy Spirit descended like a Dove,
as if personating Jesus' character; for, as the dove is the emblem of purity,
gentleness, and love, so our dear Redeemer was the pure, and gentle, and
lovely One; as no creatm'e is more harmless and inoffensive, so Jesus was
the harmless and undefilecl One, 1>ho " suffered, the Just for the unj ust."
As the dove was the only fowl that was offered in sacrifice, so Christ, by
the Eternal Spirit, offered Himself without spot to God. And, then, passing from J eSlls to the Spirit, the tidings of the assuaging of the waters
were brought to Noah by the dove, with an olive leaf in her mouth; so
the glad tidings of peace with God are brought by the Dove of dovesthe Holy Spirit. Thus this emblem seems to personate both the Second
and Third Persons in the Trinity.
A. Voice·-speaking with power to the soul, calling the dead in sin to
put off the grave clothes of the old nature, and come forth to newness
of life. A Voice commanding the waves of strife which rise in the experience of the chilill'en of God to be still; and there fo1101>s a great calm
to the soul. A Voice which, when the cares and trials are all over, bids
the meetened one" Come up higher," to his seat of rest above.
A. Seal-sealing God's chosen ones; of whom it is written, "Grieve
not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption." And who can break that Seal? Verily, none.
A. Hammer .-There is a blessed affinity between Jesus and the Holy Spirit
in this emblem; also Jesus the almighty Breaker, who has broken the
bars of sin and death: the Holy Spirit has a powerful hammer, breaking
roc~ he!Lrts to pieces to receive the truth in the love of it. And so many
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more precious emblems might be named to bring out the work of the
Spirit. We now pass on to
Ill. SOME OF THE PRECIOUS TITLES OF THE HOLY GHOST.

" Our blest Redeemer, ere He breathed
His tender last f,l,rewell,
A Guide, a Oomforter bequeathed,
Always with us to dwell."
"Howbeit [said Jesus] when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will
guide you into all truth; for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will shew you things to
come."
Now we can but name a few of His precious titles:-1. Regeneratol'.-When Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, came to Jesus
by night. to be taught, Jesus told him of the impossibility of any seeing
the kingdom of God without being born again, and then declared how
alone such regeneration can be effected: "Except a ·man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." So
that it is clear that the work of conversion does not depend upon human
eloquence, neither can human effort produce a revival; both regeneration
and revival are the effect of a divine operation on thQ soul; therefore,
when we hear of a poor soul being urged to accept Ohrist, ere he leaves the
room, and be converted at once, he is just being urged to do an impossibility.
The poor frightened one may say, Oh, yes, I do accept Ohrist; but this is
not regeneration. " The wind bloweth ;where it listeth, and thou hearest
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth:
so is everyone that is born of the Spirit." And, reader, we have only to
put it to ourselves; no power but omnipotency could have transformed
you and I from a lion to a lamb, from a slave of Satan to a child of God.
" Oan the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may
ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil," and not before.
2. Teachel'.-The heart of man is naturally closed; not only is the
understanding darkened and the will opposed to the truth, but the heart
is shut against it. "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." But, when mighty grace comes and
melts the heart, to receive the tTUth in the love of it, then do we count the
Holy Ghost as a Teacher. And why? Because the sum and substance of the
Spirit's teaching is Jesus. Hence the blessedness of His teaching-none
like His-it just fits the sinner's case, and the saint's need; and do we not
find, beloved, our cry day and night to be: "0 gracious Spirit, teach me
more of Ohrist! unfold Him to my faith's view?"
3. Witnes8.-We know the value of a faithful witness in a court of
justice, when our opponent seems to be getting the best of the case; the
evidence of that faithful witness turns the scale in our favour: so is it
when the false accuser of the brethren raises a black charge against usthe faithful Witness" witnesseth with our spirit, that we are th~ children
of God."
4. IUuminat01·.-The bright and beautiful sun has a wonderful effect
upon the animal spirits, especially after a long dreary winter; so with
regard to the soul when the Holy Spirit beams within. Oh, how He
revives and animates all within, and makes one feel that the time of the
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singing of birds has come, and that the desert rejoices and blossoms as
the rose,!
And then again, at the throne of grace, what miserable work it is, when
. the heart remains untouched by the power of the Holy Ghost; how we
chatter like a crane. Surely we ought to preface our prayer with an appeal
to the Holy Ghost, else we fall into the temptation of uttering foolish and
unmeaning words before God. But, when He graciously melts the heart,
and touches the lips, oh, then what a pouring-out of felt desires follow!
5. Sanctijier-separating God's people from an ungodly world; crucifying the world to them and they to the world; setting them apart as
"vessels of mercy" for the Master's use; making them to feel that they
have no holiness in themselves, but that Christ is made unto them wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption; and in this way only are
they meetened for eternal glory.
6. The COl1iforter.-Another precious title: and who comforts like Him?
When He applies the words of Scripture that just suit us in the hour of
need and distress-when He tells of Jesus aud opens out His love, and
grace, and mercy, oh, how precious is the revelation! The seeker after
Jesus, who has tasted that the Lord is gracious, feels without Him an
aching void the world can never fill. He goes from church to chapel,
saying, " Saw ye Him whom my soulloveth?" He seeks long and in vain;
but at last the Spirit applies the word, Jesus is unfolded. Oh, how sweet
the view! faith lays hold, the heart is melted: the Holy Spirit proves
Himself indeed to be the Comforter!
" Ah, if the Spirit touch the soul,
And grace her mean abode,
Oh, with what joy, and peace, and love,
We commune with our God."
7. The Remembrancet·.-Another precious title borne by the Holy Spirit,
and how sweetly does He fulfil it, in reminding us of Jesus !
The amba.ssaclo)' fo), Christ it may be, is laid aside from his accustomed
duties and brought very low by some bodily ailment, and he begins to
call in question his ministrations, and Satan tempts him to think that his
preaching has been all in vain. Then comes" the Remembrancer," bidding
him look back upon that sacred spot, his pulpit, where he has testified of
Jesus, and obtained help from on high to proclaim the Gospel of the grace
of God to poor perishing sinners.
The Gocl-fear£ng man of bus£ness has been brought into difficulties from
some monetary crisis in the commercial world, and he is greatly bowed
when he thinks of his dear ones at home; then the Spirit bids him think
of the marvellous help he has had in bygone times, when he has been
obliged to write at the end of his book-debts: "What has God wrought."
Or the Chrt'st£an mothet" with the cares of a heavy household, is pondering however she shall be able to sustain the heavy burden attendant upon
her domestic life; when the RemembranceI' comes to tell her that Jesus
is the Burden-bearer: and so is she enabled to roll her care upon Him.
Or the tempted Chr£st£an begins to listen to the suggestions of Satan as
to the enormity of his past sins, and suggests whether it ciin be possible
that such a Joshua can be saved; then comes the witnessing of the
Remembrancer-" I have chosen Jerusalem;" "Is not this a brand
plucked from the burning?"
Or the aJlhcted cMld of God lies upon a bed of languishing, to whom the

June 1;1.867.]

...

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

295

hours become tedious and long, and the spirit of rebellion rises like an
angry storm; when the RemembranceI' comes and whispers peace, and
bids the suffering one look to Him who suffered much more, and died
upon the cross.
Or the dying saint trembles at that dreadful Jordan so soon to be
crossed, and Apollyon, taking advantage of the weak moment, thrusts
sorely at the timid pilgrim; then comes the Remembrancer, and bids him
think of the many that have crossed that same stream, and been supported and carried safely in the arms of God to the happy heavenly shore
of Canaan.
8. Sustaifier.-We may depend upon it that the Life-giver will be the
Life-s2istainer. "He who hath begun the good work, will carry it on." He
who hath plucked the sheep from the pit will never suffer them to perish
in the wilderness. He who hath planted the tree will never let the wild
boar of the forest tear it down. Ye are the temples of the Holy Ghost, not
of an earthly Jerusalem, the stones of which may be cast down and heaped
one upon another; but a spiritual temple, built upon Jesus the Foundation-stone, raised by the Holy Ghost, in which He dwells and delights.
9. Gatherer.-The Spirit is fast gathering home the Lord's family. We
cannot fail to notice that, if any of His faithful ambassadors are taken
home, it is seldom that their places are supplied by champions for the
truth. Where are the men in the present day that are not ashamed to
declare the whole counsel of God? Few indeed, and getting fewer; for
God is gathering home His faithful ones, and)t is as if He were saying,
" I can do nothing to this Sodom and Gomorrah of a world while thou
art here."
10. Glorifier.-We shall always find that the Persons in the Trinity
glorify one another. The Father glorifies the Son; Jesus while on earth
took every opportunity of glorifying the Father; and the Holy Ghost ever
glorifieth the Father and the Son, as Jesus declared He would: "He
shall glorify me ; for He shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto
you." But there is another sense in which He may be said to be the
Glorifier: namely, He leads on to glory. Oh, reader, think of the end of
this battle of life; the termination of this wearisome journey; the climax
of the child of God's chequered career-glory! And to this the Holy
Spirit is most certainly leading. It may be through much tribulation,
but still He is leading. It may be through many tears; still He is leading. It may be amidst many thorns; still He is leading. The crownthe mansion-the rest-the bliss, are as certain as if already possessed.
And why? Because the Holy GhoEt is the Leader; Omnipotence hath
hold of thine hand.
Thus have we 'by the several offices which the Holy Ghost sustains
shown what is His work. He is the Regenerator, Teacher, Witness,
Illuminator, Sanctifier, Comforter, Remembrancer, Sustainer, Gatherer,
and Glorifier. Many more, which will occur to the Bible reader, might
be added. Lastly, let. us refer toThe indwelling and unction of the Holy Ghost.-The sovereign love of God
the :Father, and the substitutionary work of God the Son, are grand
themes; but we want, too, the personal indwelling and unction of the
Holy One. Now this indwelling of the Spirit is not a mere fancy of the
imagination, as some would have us suppose; but a scriptural fact, productive of the greatest consolation. " Know ye not," says the apostle
Paul, "that ye are the temples of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth
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in you?" while those who have not the Spirit dwelling in them, are said to
be sensuili, and without Christ. "If any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of His." "These be they who separate themselves,
. sensual, having not the Spirit." It is quite certain, then, that in asserting
the indwelling of the Spirit we are standing upon scriptural ground. The
effect of this indwelling will be felt in various ways. For instance, it may
be asked, "If the Spirit of God dwell in the hearts of God's children,
how is it we see so much of rebellion and temper manifested by them?"
Ah, we must recollect the two and opposite natures which are within;
the old and the new, the flesh and the Spirit, Ishmael and Isaac, the
smooth J acob and the rough Esau. Paul felt this; though his body had
been inhabited for twenty-five years by the Holy Ghost, he acknowledged: "But I see another law in my members, warring against the law
of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in
my members. 0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from
the body of this death?" But he could add, "I thank God through
Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of
God; but with the flesh the law of sin." And this is just it; but here is
the comfort, as it was promised to Rebecca, that the elder should serve the
'younger, ,so the old nature shall be brought into subjection to the new:
and this indwelling shall be felt to be a quickening, influence, and that
not merely in producing life, but in sustaining it. Oh the deadness
which one often feels with regard to divine things, causing one really to
call in question whether one can be a child of grace at all! but then comes
the quickening of the Spirit, and with it the shadows of unbelief flee
awaYi and sunshine of joy pours into the soul.
And, then, again, in the midst of this busy, bustling world, where there
is so much to distract and draw away from Christ, what a mercy to know
that we carry about with us and within us that which nothing' can destroy;
and ever and anon grace rises above all earthly cares, and we rejoice to
think, "Well, I have some measure of assurance that I am a child of God,
never forgotten by my heavenly Father, accepted in the Beloved, and a
temple of the Holy Ghost."
And, then, we must not overlook the deep necessity there is for the
unction of the Holy Sp1·1'1"t. How often, in this present day of creature-dependence, does the child of God, in searching for the truth, enter into a
place of worship, earnestly desiring to be fed with that hidden manna
which can alone satisfy the soul. Everything, it may be, is in perfect order;
all is well timed and well tuned, but, when it comes to the preaching, there
is no unction-the one thing is lacking, and the soul remains untouched,
cold, and starved; but, if the minister honour the Spirit of God, and the
unction of the Holy One is like dew upon the branches of truth, oh,
then, if it be ever so simple, how sweetly does it fall upon the ear, and
enter the heart, leaving an indelible impression, as well as a present refreshing in the presence of the Lord!
Again, the children of God are subject to all kinds of temptation, and
that often to such an extent that they are led to say, "Oan it be possible,
that I can be a child of grace? Look at my sinful and abominable thoughts
and indifference to the word of God."
But stay, presently the Lord
applies some portion or promise of that word with unction; evidences of
sonship are unveiled, and one is led to put in a claim still to belong to the
Lord's living family. Oh, then, if these things be so, "Unction, Lord;
unction, Lord," should oftener be the burden of our cry at the throne of
grace.
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And now, in conclusion, here is one of these glorious and soul-important
subjects which may well occupy our thoughts more than it, has ever done
yet. Oh, be it ours, reader, never to forget the Third Person in the Trinity;
and a religion that realizes the Deity is worth having. And, ye ministers
of God, honour the Holy Spirit; away with the form of religion, and pray
for the power. What childish rubbish does all the ritualism of the day
seem to those who realize the indwelling of the Spirit! This is what we
want-Power, Lord; power, Lord: such as the Holy Ghost can alone
give.
" To God the Spirit's name
Eternal thanks we give,
Whose new-creating power
Makes the dead sinner live;
His work completes the great design,
And fills the soul with joy divine."
Reader, may the Lord grant that the unction of the Holy One may rest
upon us, in all His quickening, comforting, illuminating, and sanctifying
influence, making us day by day to grow more like Jesus, and preparing
us for everlasting communion with Him in the realms of the happy and
blest. In prospect of this glorious end of the Spirit's leading, believe me,
Yours affectionately for Ohrist's sake,

G. O.

South Park, Ilford.

"ALL WELL."
did I toil, and knew no earthly rest;
Far did I rove, and found no certain home:
At last I sought them in His sheltering breast,
Who opes His arms, and bids the weary come.
In Christ I found a home-a rest divine,
And I since then am His, and He is mine.
Yes, He is mine, and nought of earthly things,
Not all the charms of pleasure, wealth, nor powerThe fame of heroes or the pomp of kingsCould tempt me to forego His love anl\,hour.
" Go, worthless world!" I cry, "with all that's thine,
Go; I my Saviour's am, and He is mine."
The good I have is from His stores supplied;
The ill is only what He deems the best;
He for my Friend-I'm rich with nought beside,
And poor without Him, though of all possessed.
Changes may come: I take, or I resign,
Content while"I am His, and He is mine.
Whate'er may change, no change in Him is known;
A glorious Sun that wanes not nor declines:
Above the clouds and storms He walks unseen,
And sweetly on His people's darkness shines.
All may depart; I fret not nor repine,
While I my Saviour's am, and He is mine.
While here, alas! I know but half His love,
But half discern Him, and but half adore;
But, when I meet Him in the realms above,
I hope to love Him better-praise Him more,
And feel and tell, amid the choir divine,
How fully I am His, and He is mine.

LONG
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ON PROPHETS AND PROPHESYING, BOTH IN THE OLD
TESTAMENT AND THE NEW.
IT is worthy of pre-eminent note that God Himself spake the first prophecy upon record, when He foretold the" bruising of the serpent's head"
by the" seed of the woman ;" and also that this prophetic promise pointed
immediately and expressly to the LORD JESUS OHRIST. And so of all the
after predictive covenant promises of God, and the many divinely-inspired
prophecies that" holy men of old," called" prophets of the Lord," have
spoken since the world began, "to Him gave all the prophets witness."
Nor doth it appear that any age or dispensation of time hath been without
these illuminated seers into the future things of God. For we have
"Enoch, the seventh from Adam," bearing testimony in the antediluvian
world; Abraham, Isaac, and J acob, in the patriarchal era j and Moses,
Am'on, and Joshua, under the law; also, coeval with the law, Samuel,
David, Solomon, and the long list of inspired prophetic scribes by whom
God the Father" at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time
past unto the fathers." These were one and all PROPHETS OF PREDICTION!
some also bearing their Messiah-ward testimony by preaching; and thus,
conjointly with the law, witnessing unto the righteousness thereof that at
the appearing of Jesus Ohrist should" go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth."
Following on through the glimmering ages of Israel's losing wars, and
long captivity, it is very blessed indeed to observe how strikingly grand
the sun of the Old Testament set, when it threw out its last predictive beams of light upon the cloudy dispensation then passing away.
Thus, "Behold, the day cometh [saith the Lord of hosts by the mouth
of Malachi] when I will send my messenger [John the Baptist], and he
shall prepm'e the way before me: and the Lord [Jehovah-Jeslts], whom ye
seek, shall suddenly come to His Temple, even the Messenger of the covenant [Christ the Messiah], whom ye delight in," &c. (Mal. iii. 1.)
Thus ended the inspired prophetic testimony of the first of God's" two
witnesses," to which nothing can be added, and from which nothing may
be taken away.
." Then came John the Baptist preaching in the wilderness of J udea,"
and, though but" a voice," yet, as he spake in the Spirit and power of Elias,
and pointed in person to the holy" Lamb of God," he was accounted a
greater prophet than all who had gone before. But the 1J.essenger ofcourier
must give room to the MESSENGER OF THE OOVENANT ; and thus John made
way for OHRIST.
Jesus of Nazareth was the Prophet of prophets, whom the Father had
said unto Moses, He would raise up of his brethren, that He might be
mighty, both in word and in deed, before God and all the people. At the
presence of Him the shadows flew away, and from the brightness that
went before Him the" true light" shone forth. Indeed, the Gospel dispensation had now dawned upon the Ohurch; and, in order to show in
what sense the legal and prophetic age had closed in its particular and
peculiar testimony, we will lay for a foundation the two following propositions : 1. "The law and the prophets" pl'ophesied until John.
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2. "Since that tiine the kingdom of God is preached" (Luke xvi. 16).
Now, from this Scripture, it is evident that the" law and the prophets"
went together; and that when the witness of the one was at an end, so also
was the legal testimony of the other. N ErVertheless, among the many that
now press into this" kingdom of God" which was preached, are a multitude that do prophesy,' but mark, there is not one who, in a law-dispensation sense, predicts anything. And the reason is obvious-the AGE
OF PREDICTION had given place to the DAYS OF INTERPRE~ATION! and that
which had been yesterday FORETOLD, was to-day FULFILLED. See in Matt.
only: chap. ii. 5; iii. 3; iv. 17; viii. 18 ; xxi. 4.
Thus, beginning at the very birth of John, we have Zacharias, the first
New Testament prophet, bearing witness not of things to come, but of things
afore declared that had now taken place (Luke i. 67, 68). The same also
may be said of Simeon at the circumcision of Jesus, and of " Anna, the
prophetess" (Luke ii. 38); with all those who, in like manner, bore
public testimony to the truth of what the prophets of old had authoritatively premised. Nor can that solitary instance of " Caiaphas" be called
individually 'predictive, when he prophesied, concerning' the crucifixion of
Christ, that " One slto~dd die for the people" (John xi. 51), for in the very
same Scripture we are expressly told that, "this he said not of himse1j"that is, not by any inspired prophetic spirit of his own-" but, being high
priest that year," it became him to bear the priesthood's oracular testimony,
concerning the death of Him whom the legal sacrifices had so long set forth.
Then, again, by reason also of the continued temple service at J erusalem, and the synagogue worship throug'hout J udea, there was the lingering and isolated instance of the Jew Agabus speaking in predictive
language; yet, like the flickering of a wasted candle, or a well-spent fire
dying out, they were mere 1'emnants of the p'rophetiq age; and, being only of
local and temporal import, are without any specific Christward force,
or essential saving significance (Acts ix. 28; xxi. 11). Moreover, these
formed no part of "the Scriptures" to which our Lord, after His resurrection, referred when, "beginning at Moses and all THE prophets, He
expounded unto two of His disciples in all the Scriptures the things
[afore witnessed and prophesied of] concerning Himself." Indeed, the
Scriptures in those days comprised only the law and the prophets, with
the five books of Moses that preceded them; and of these it was that
Jesus said, " .They m'e they wh~'c7~ testify of me." N or are we at a loss to
know what was the important theme of the prophetic ministrations of all
the inspired sages of antiquity when we are told that they prophesied of
the "grace that should come: testifying beforehand the sufferings of
Christ, and the glory that should follow." And this embraceth the whole
of that" salvation" with all that accompanies and follows it, both in
time and eternity, that these prophets" inquired" so "earnestly" of,
and "searched" so "dilig'ently" after. For the "grace that should
come" was dependent upon the "sufferings of Ohrist" in our stead;
whilst upon His predicted resurrection and ascension, hung the" glory
that should follow." And of all that was so foretold of Jesus, He said,
"Not one jot or tittle should fail," assigning as a reason, " That the ScriptW'es might be fulfilled."
Thus all that God had decretively spoken by the mouths of the prophets, Jesus had now definitely wrought, to the accomplished fulfilment
thereof; and then it was that, in the place of PIWPHETS OF PREDICTION,
He raised up His PROPHETS OF INTERPRETATION!
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And now, instead of any foretelling that Ohrist, the promised Messiah,
come, the witnesses for God in opposition to the false prophets
that went forth in contradiction thereof (1 John iv. 1,2), were called
upon to confess that Jesus Ohrist was corne in the flesh; and thus Paul's
Gospel consisted chiefly iu a constant public testimony concerning Him
whom Goel had so promised afore, by His prophets in the Holy Scriptures (Rom. i. 2, 3). The fact is, the fulness of that time had come,
when, as the Apostle said to the Oorinthians, "The spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets" (1 001'. xiv. 32). That is, I apprehend, the spirits of the Old Testament prophets in their predictions of
Ohrist, &c., are subject to the test or testimony of the prophets of the
New. So that what the former f01'etold, the latter confirmed. This is
evident from what Simeon said when God did first visit the Gentiles to
take out a people for His name, as follows: "And to this agree the
words of the [old] prophets, as it is written," &c. (Acts xv. 15). The
day of Pentecost also furnisheel the most ample evidence that, under the
Gospel dispensation, it was the interpretation of a thing, and not its prediction that now constituted the prophesying of a prophet. Thus, when it is
said that the" sons" and the" daughters" of men did prophesy, it is
explained as being "filled W#1i tile Holy Ghost,." so that they did "speak
with othet, tongues," as the" Spirit gave them utterance,"
This was no predictive testimony that these" sons and handmaidens"
did bear; but it was that kind of interpretative prophesying which, speaking with other tongues by gift of tlie Holy Ghost, did, in those days, signify.
(See Acts xix. 6.) Thus when Peter stood up in their midst he said
nothing about any new pentecostal divination, but" This is that which
was spoken by the prophet Joel," &c. (Acts ii. 16). The same will apply
to the case of the woman of Samaria, who called Jesus a Prophet, not
because He told her of seven husbands that she would liave, but of the
seven she had already had.
Passing on to the time when Ohurches were planted in the land, and
a distribution of heavenly endowments, or Gospel qualifications from God,
were bestowed upon the people, we read, "And He gave some, apostles,
and some, prophets," &c. (Eph. iv. 11); not prophetic apostles, nor apostolic prophets (though their. separate duties were oftentimes intermingled),
but as it is more clearly defined in 1 001'. xii. 28 : "And He hath set
some in the Ohurch, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers."
Now what were these New Testament prophets but men of express
interpretation (1 001'. xiv. 27, 29)? This was their special gift; by the exercise of which they so spake that all in the Ohurch either learned something,
or were comforted (vel'. 31). Indeed, that which "in other ages was not
made known unto the sons of men," as it was now revealed unto the holy
Apostles and propliets by the Spirit, was for the very express purpose that
such" revelation, knowledge, prophesying, or doctrine," might prove a then
present blessing unto the Gentile believers in Ohrist (Eph. iii. 5, 6).
Taking this Gospel view of the subject, we can readily understand why
the Apostle should say that" prophesying [as it was then employed in the
Ohurch] serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe"
(1 001'. xiv. 22). Therefore, when Paul adds, "Desire spiritual gifts, that
ye may prophesy," he did not mean that these Oorinthian brethren should
seek to emulate the old prophets by foretelling events yet to corne, but, as he
further says, "Forasmuch as ye are zealous of spu'itual gifts, seek
that ye may excel to the edifying of the Church" (vel'. 12).
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Now such a bearing witness may also be called preaching, but it does
not necessarily constitute a man a preacher. This is evident from what
the Apostle saith on the subject, namely, "Having therefore gifts differing
according to the grace given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy ....
OR ministry, let us wait on our ministering" (Rom. xii. 6, 7).
But though
there be this" diversity of operations," it is the same Spirit that worketh
in all; and whereby alone the gift of prophesying can be exercised to the
present edification of the Church.
.
The writer has thus endeavoured to show that the predicting of future
events does not properly belong to a JYew Testament prophet, but that the
qualification- of such a gifted one in the Gospel Ohurch of Ohrist, is to
bear interpretative testimony to the truth of what the" holy men of old,"
both wrote and spake "as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."
And the reason that the penman would assign for taking this spiritual
view of the subject is drawn from the great Source and Fountain of all true
heavenly wisdom and knowledge, namely, the Son of God Himself; and
this is the word of revelation, "For the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of
prophecy" (Rev. xix. 10). This is the key that unlocks the whole matter.
As all the apostles had Jesus for the "great Apostle and High Priest of
their profession," and every gifted Gospel "teacher" had Jesus, "The
Teacher who came from' God," as their Head, so also the new covenant
prophets had Jesus for their Witness, in the foretold things of God, unto
which they likewise bore their spiritual testimony. These several prominent and particular acting members of the body, with their differing gifts
and diversified operations, have each and all the selfsame SpiJ:it, flowing
from the Ohurch's one Head, even Christ Jesus.
And thus these prophets of exhortation and confirmation, like unto
Judas and Silas (Acts xv. 32), and of edification and comfort, as were those
whom God gave unto the Ohurches, were the inspired interpreters of the
Old Scripture prophecies, after just the same manner and order as was
Jesus Ohrist a Minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm
"the promises made unto the fathers" (Rom. xv. 8). All officers in the
Ohurch are subordinate to Ohrist.
Should any suggest that there is, nevertheless, a great deal in the New
Testament that is highly predictive, I would reply, That, as the prophets
of the Old Scriptures embraced the events of all time, and the prophets of
the" new" could only become witnesses thereof during their lives, they
necessarily handed onward for continuous attestation the truths which were
aforetime most amply aflhmed (Acts iii. 24, 25). But the whole of all
such prophesyings may be included and comprehended in the saying of
our Lord to His disciples, "But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you
all things." And this may especially be applied to the closing mysterious
book of God, called REVELATION, which is not a prophecy of the banished
John in Patmos, but, as in its preface is declared, "the Revelation of Jesus
Ohrist, which God gave unto Him, to show unto His servants things
which must shortly come to pass," &c. The same can scarcely be said of
such Scriptures as 'c This know, that in the last days perilous times shall
come," &c. ; because the cc last days" began with the world's last dispensation
(1 Pet. i 20); as saith the apostle John, "Little children, it is the last
tiJne, and as ye have heard that antichrist should come, even now are there
many antichrists, whereby we know that it is the last time" (1 Tim. ii. 18).
Then again" the ends of the wo1"ld "-these were as much come upon the
first Ohristians as upon us (1 001'. x. 11); though now may our salvation
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be nearer than when we (Gentiles) first believed in Christ: but the night
(of time) was" far spent" tken, though it may be farther gone now. And
that the curtains of eventide are fast closing upon us, the" signs of the
times" do most abundantly manifest. And the worst feature indicative
of the decay of all things, is (to the Wl,iter's mind) to be seen in the distracted, divided, degenerated state of the professing people of God. What
a lack of ,great Gospel men of upright life and walk there now is t'n the ministt·y
of God's holy word! And in how low and languishing a condition (not
numerically so, perhaps), in all the essentials of spiritual wisdom, heavenly
knowledge, faith in its obedience, and truth in its vitality, are most of the
Churches of Christ. This is just as the enemy would have it, "Who from
Zion's weakness derives strength, and from her multiplied dinsions finds
many a door for the entrance of his destructions.
Now, among the number of those who have given up theu' Gospel bu,thright, and gone backward to the days of a dispensation that is past, are
the prophets of modern times. These seem nearly all to have assumed the
position and signification of the prophets of old, but "Without po~se~sing
anything of their truthful, predictive spirit and po"Wer. Hence ee how
theu' foretellings come to nought, and their forecastings pro,e a lie.
Let the dear children of the Most High listen only to the "Words of the
" Lord God of tlw prophets," who said, "It is not for you to know the times
or the seasons which the Father hath put in His own poweT." But, with
theu' lamps tri=ed and burning, waiting patiently for the promised
coming of their Lord, may they betake themselves to their watch-towers,
and, observing from thence the true" signs of the times," behold the ',ancl of
their God, and give tlw1nselves unto prayer.
Oh, for more of such New Testament prophets as Barna-bas, Silas, and
others, who, instead of perplexing and subverting men's minds with their
visions and dreams of neither truth nor profit, would exhort the brethren
unto stedfastness in the faith of Chn'st, and thus confinll tllem in "the tmth as
it is in Jestts" (Acts xv. 32), They who but l£te1'ali~e, do much to crmwlize
that which is spiritual in the word of God; "Whereas the edifying testilnony
of a true and faithful witness "Who keepeth the sayings of the prophecies
of God's book in his heart, and sealeth not his lips against theu' interpretation, maketh manifest that it is unto such the hidden mystery of ages
is revealed (Eph. iii. 5). And these are the pt'ophesyt'ngs "We are not to
"despise" (1 Thess. v. 20), for by them alone are we enabled to "prore all
things," that we may " lwld fast" onl1j to "that which is good."
JOSUH.
Chelmsford.
EXTRACT.
THE body of the old man of sin is carnality, pride, and infidelity, kept up
and supported by the power of Satan. The body of the ne"W man is
humility, faith, and love, kept and supported by the almighty po"Wer of the
Son of God. Very often with me is the new man, as it "Were, out of sight;
then I turn to idolatry, and thus my fool's back calls for stripes; and I often
have them. The only way to keep from idols is a constant communion with the
Son of God. Every error that creeps into the Church of God arises by a
departure from the cross of Christ, and not sitting at His feet and listening to His word and voice. But to trust to Christ at all times, when we
see nothing but sin, folly, and corruption in ourselves, is no easy task;
but the Christian has no other refuge.
J, T.
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THE RELIGION OF THE JEWS, AND THE RELIGION OF
JESUS.
IN Paul's Epistle to the Galatians (chap. i. 13, 14), it is written, "For ye
have heard of my conversation in times past in the Jews' religion, how
that beyond measure I persecuted the Church of God, and wasted it: and
profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation,
being more exceeding zealous of the traditions of my fathers."
From Acts vii. 58, it is clear that, notwithstanding his having so much
of" the Jew.s' religion," he kept bad company, and sanctioned the murderous ·act of his wicked companions, thus showing that "the Jews'
religion" cannot make those who have it hate bad company, nor prevent
them approving of what is done against the true disciples of Jesus of
Nazareth. Saul was zealous and sincere in "the Jews' religion," and
yet, all the while, under the power of sin and the devil, hating" the truth
as it is in Jesus," and being exceedingly mad against those who loved it ;
proving that "the Jews' religion" is unable to deliver from Satan's
power, or to subdue inward sin, hostility to the pure Gospel, or to conquer
a persecuting spirit. Saul never regretted being a persecutor, till he had
given him the religion of J csus. The religion he rE;lceived from Jesus
made him feel sorry for what he had done against Him. He grieved for
sinning against Jesus, but never on account of suffering for Him. When
he had" the Jews' religion" he loved to sin against Jesus; but, when He
was blessed with His religion, he gloried in suffering for Him. The
religion of Jesus will enable a man to prefer suffering to sinning. When
he had" the Jews' religion" he spoke against Jesus; but, when he had
His religion, He spoke to Him and for Him. He prayed to Jesus before
he preached of Him. The Lord Jesus Cill:ist teaches His servants to pray,
before He sends them to preach. No person is sent to preach, who has not
been taught to pray. J eSllS spoke to Saul before he cried to Him. The
first time he prayed acceptably to the Lord was with trembling and astonishment. Satan had made Saul a trifler; but Jesus' gracious call made
him a trembler. It is better to be a gracious trembler than a sinful and
daring trifler. Jesus makes the former, Satan the latter.
No notice was taken by the Lord of Saul's prayer till he was a trembler.
The Saviour's powerful voice and the light from heaven brought him
down; and, while there, he was fi.Tst taught to pray to Him who had called
him. Saul's fall did him no harm, but good. When the Lord brings a
sinner down, He puts him in a good school, where He teaches him to
profit. What strange places the Lord brings His dear people into, in
order to teach them how to pray! Saul was on the ground, out of doors,
and trembling, when he fu'st prayed to the Lord Jesus; and that prayer,
offered in that place and state, was heard and answered. The Lord heard
him pray before man. Saul intended to go to Damascus to persecute: the
Lord purposed he should go there to pray and preach.
The Lord's gracious purposes prevented him from carrying out his sinful
designs. In some instances, this is the case even now. Before Saul had
received from heaven the religion of Jesus, he undoubtedly thought a good
deal of the letters he desired of the high priest; but, after his call by grace,
he cared little about them. Things that are highly esteemed before the
religioll of Jesus is communicated to the soul are very lightly regarded
afterwards.
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The message he received from" the great High Priest" in the heavenly
J erusalePl, very likely made him forget the message he had received from
the high priest in the earthly Jerusalem. The receiving into the soul of
. that which is heavenly, tends to draw the mind away fi:om that which is
earthly. Saul had grace in his heart before the scales fell from his eyes.
Instead of entering into Damascus boiling over with rage against Jesus
and His followers, and under the influence of him who" walketh about
as a roaring lion," he was led by the hand and brought there under the
gracious power of the Lamb of God. And what did he do and how did
he feel when he was in the house of Judas? "He was three days without sight, and- neither did eat nor drink."
Oh the triumphs of sovereign grace! Where was his Jews' religion
now-what had become of it? Depend upon it, the Jews' religion and
the religion of Jesus will not do and agTee together. The coming in of
Jesus' religion into his heart turned out the Jews' religion. The entrance,
through the Holy Spirit, of the true religion of Jesus into the heart is the
only effectual remedy against the indulging of a false religion there.
If anyone had visited him during the three days he ate and drank
nothing, and had asked him what sort of au opinion he had of himself, do
you think, my reader, that he would have expressed a high opinion of
himself? Oh, no. When he was full of the Jews' religion, he was brim
full of self-importance; but the religion of Jesus had emptied him of this,
and made him feel the chiefest sinner. Never in all his life had Saul
spent such a three days as those in the house of Judas. Here it is likely
he knew "the terrors of the Lord." Something must have weighed heavily
on his mind to have prevented him eating and drinking during that time.
The Lord, however, knew where he was, and what he was doing, and, in a
vision to Ananias, said, "Arise, and go into the street which is called
Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus:
for, behold, he prayeth." Ananias went to Saul, put his hands on him,
and said, "Brother Saul! " What must have been Saul's feelings when
he heard Ananias call him brother? "I, a brother, call me a brother! "
What hath God wrought? Ananias called him a brother before the scales
fell from his eyes. At the blessed interview they had together, Saul arose,
and was baptized, received meat, and was strengthened. He .was now
filled with the Holy Spirit, and felt it an honour to be in the company of
those he had intended to persecute and injure. The Jews' religion made
him" injurious i" the religion of Jesus made him " harmless." It is possible for Gentiles to profess the religion of Jesus, and yet to possess a
religion no better than that of the Jews. He who is a Gentile outwardly,
may have only the Jews' religion inwardly. It is the religion of Jesus
that makes a person a Jew inwardly. No unregenerate man, whether
Jew or Gentile, has in his heart the religion of Jesus. It is the religion
of Jesus, and not that of the Jews, which meets with so much opposition
from" the world, the flesh, and the devil." How much of the Jews' religion there is! How little, very little, of the religion of Jesus! N atm-al
men may love the former; spiritual men alone can love the latter. Natural
men, by making use of their natural gifts, may produce, or "get up," a
revival of the Jews' religion i but the Holy Spirit of the living God can
alone produce a revival in the hearts of "God's elect" of the religion of
Jesus. When this is the case, self is abhorred, the cross of Ohrist gloried
in, sympathy felt for the Lord's poor people, deadness to the world, and,
at times, the soul is anxious to "depart, and be with Ohrist ; which is far
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better." Those who are blessed with the religion of Jesus will "grow up
as calves of the stall." Calves of the stall are taken aside from others;
so with the Lord's people. Calves of the stall are dependent for supplies
on what is brought to them-so are they; are fed at stated times-so are
they; not choose their own food-so with the people of God; are fed
with a certain end in view, get to know who feeds them, and are kept under
restraint; so with regenerate persons. The religion of the Jews is of
earthly and human origin; the religion of Jesus is of heavenly and divine
origin. With the Jews' religion, Saul was pleased with himself; with
the religion of Jesus, he was plagued with himself (Rom. vii.). With the
Jews' religion, he was forwal'd in causing the elect to endure various kinds
of persecution and sufferings; with the religion of Jesus, he was willing
to endure all things for their sakes.
A man with the religion of Jesus 'in his heart will not contend for the
form of godliness, but the power. He will be alive to the evil that is in
his own heart; although sin in the old man cannot destroy grace in the
new man. Sin will exist in him, but it will not be allowed to reign. He
will often feel a long way behind other professors. When the Lord is
pleased to bestow upon a poor sinner the religion of Jesus, he then gets
and loses something. He gets life, light, pardon, peace, hope, healing,
and love. He loses death (passes from death unto life), darkness, guilt,
misery, despondency, wounds, and hatred to the truth. Such a person
gains by what he then loses. He will think highly of Jesus, and lowly of
himself. He will love the Saviour's company, and will feel that without
Him he can do nothing. He will be desiring a better country; yet he will
feel he does not deserve it. He will feel himself a great sinner, needing
great mercy; and will be often brought to knock at the door of mercy.
The gentlest tap of little faith at mercy's door is heard by Him whose ears
are not heavy.
Tetbury.
F. F.

TO M. T.
OH, thou dear treasured one!

Still turns my heart to thee,
To pray God's choicest blessings may
Thine in full measure be.
Thine be the eye of faith,
Which sees the Saviour thine;
Thine the deep peace, the settled joy,
That spring from grace divine.
Thine be the anchor.hope
Held fast " within the vail;"
Thine the" whole armour" of om' God,
The coat of heav'nly mail.
Thine be the vict'ry sure,
O'er each opposing foe;
And thine in tribulation's hour,
God's kind support to know.
Yes, fondly. loved one, now,
In sorrow's trying hour,

May God the Comforter draw near,
With rich consoling power.
Oh, do not doubt His love,
Or misconceive His aim !
Does not th' experience of the past
Thy full confiding claim?
Nay, look not on tbyself,
With" I am so unmeet
For favour," Jesus Christ has made
Tby righteousness complete.
Ob, thinkest thou thy walk
Is falt'ring step and slow?
Yet yield not to despondency,
Though faint, pursuing go.
Thou shalt not, canst not, fail,
While Christ is all thy stay;
His constant arm sb,all hold thee up,
And guide thee all tbe way.
000.
A A
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THE VALLEY OF BER40HAH.
" .And on the fowrth day they assembled themsewes in the valley of Berachah;
. for there they blessed the Lord: therefore the name of the place was called,
. The valley of Berachah, unto this day."-2 OHRON. xx. 26.
THE chapter from which the above verse is taken abounds in instruction
to the Lord's spiritual Israel as much a8 when J ehoshaphat was made to
see the righteous acts of God in fighting his battles, and gaining for him
the victory over his enemies. The chapter opens thus: "It came to pass
after this also, that the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon,
and with them other beside the Ammonites, came against J ehoshaphat to
battle." The enemies the children of God have to contend with, are
natural corruptions, the snares of the world, and the temptations of the
wicked one, which often come in like a flood, may well be compared to an
army of Moabites and Ammonites threatening not only to destroy our
peace, but, if it were possible, to shake the very foundations of our faith,
bringing in unbelief, with all its train of distrust in the power, strength,
ability, and willingness of God to fulfil His promise on our behalf: "I
will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me."
Let us now look how Jehoshaphat acted in this matter. When it was
told him of the great multitude gathered together against him, it is said
he "feared;" that was but natUl'al, but he did not stop there, he "set
himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah."
And the people "gathered themselves together, to ask help of the Lord:
even out of all the cities of J udah they came to seek the Lord." This is
the first step, viz., to take the case to the Lord, who proved Himself, as
the sequel will show, then, as always, a prayer-hearing God; according to
His own words, "Before they call I will answer; and while they are yet
speaking I will hear." Then there was an acknowledgment of the power
and might of God both in heaven and over all the earth, with the reiterated appeal, "Art not Thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before Thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of
Abraham Thy friend for ever?" As if he "ould say, "Art not Thou our
God as well as Abraham's God and Friend, and art Thou not still able to
defend Thy servants as in former days?" Then he goes on to remind God
of the covenant Solomon made with Him at the dedication of the Temple:
"If when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or
famine, we stand before this house, and in Thy presence, (for Thy name
is in this house,) and cry unto Thee in our affliction, then 'l'hou "ilt hear
and help." How cheering it is in times of trouble and distress to recal
God's former mercies and faithfulness, and to feel that for His name's
sake-even for the sake of His dear Son, He will yet deliver us. Then
king J ehoshaphat goes on to plead the past dealings of the Lord with
regard to these invaders: "And now, behold, the children of Ammon
and Moab and Mount Seir, whom Thou wouldest not let Israel invade,
when they came out of thfl land of Egypt i" no, for wise reasons our enemies must remain to harass and perplex, even after grace is established
in the heart, because the Lord will have all the glory of driving them out
when they have performed their mission. "Behold, I say, how they
reward us, to come to cast us out of Thy possession, which Thou hast
given us to inherit." Yes, Satan with his host would fain do this; but,
though he cannot destroy, he is permitted to torment and vex, so far as
his limit extends. But now hear the plaintive cry, " 0 our God, wilt Thou
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not judge them? for we have no might against this great company that
cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon
Thee." This is being brought into great straits, and such as no doubt
many of the dear children of God will fully understand. We have no
might, no strength, no power to resist, neither know we what to do; we
seem to have prayed until we cannot pray, we have exhausted all our
arguments, we have strivel). against our corruptions and temptations, but
all to no purpose, therefore" now our eyes are upon Thee." Thou must
do it all, or we shall be undone. Wo are in the valley of Achor wherein
there is still a door of hope; for, when we are shut up, the Lord opens the
door of His heart and answers our petitions. Then came the Spirit of the
Lord upon J ahaziel (His instrument), with a "Thus saith the Lord, Be
not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle
is not yours, but God's." Oh, what comforting words! As it says in
another place, "The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your
peace." "To-morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up
by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook [or
valley-margin], before the wilderness of J eruel." The valley of humiliation is the place where God's wonders most abound. "Ye shall not
need to fight in this battle: set· yourselves, stand ye still, and see the
salvation of the Lord with you, 0 J udah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be
dismayed; to-morrow go out against them: for the Lord will be with
you." This spirited address so encouraged J ehoshaphat, that he, together
with the people, began praising God: "And as they went forth, J ehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, 0 Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established; believe
His prophets, so shall ye prosper." He ought to give all the honour due
to God's ministers, seeing they are the messengers of God to us for good;
as Ohrist says, "He that despiseth you, despiseth me; and he that
despiseth me, despiseth Him that sent me." Then follows a very
remarkable point in this most interesting history: "And when he had
consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the Lord, and that
should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army,
and to say, Praise the Lord; for His mercy endureth for ever." We
should do well to note that here the song of praise ascended before the
deliverance was accomplished. What a lesson for our poor doubting
hearts! Like J ehoshaphat, we take our cases to the Lord; but how
seldom do we suffer the voice of praise to be heard before the fulfilment
of our desires is granted! No, rather do we give way to unbelief, lest,
after all our prayers and groans, the Lord will not hear us. What a
God-dishonouring sin is unbelief! But some may say, We cannot command faith, since it is the gift of God, and He is a Sovereign in the disposal of it. True, but we can ask for a larger supply, and that it may
be kept in exercise; according to Ohrist's own words, "Ask, and ye shall
receive, that your joy may be full;" remembering His reproof to Peter,
" 0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" Yes, wherefore?
Is He not the same still? And did He ever suffer His faithfulness to
fail? If our present faith be small, surely past favours should remind us
that He is a covenant-keeping God, and that He oannot deny Himself.
"If we ask anything according to His will, He heareth us."
Our blessed Lord exhorts us, in lIark xi. 22, to "have faith in God,"
and goes on to say, "For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say
unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and
AA2
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shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he
saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore
I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that
ye receive them, and ye shall have them." What more could we possibly
wish for than ~uch an assurance as this, made by Him who cannot lie?
The writer must here testify to the honour of God, and for encouragement
to others, how very many times has prayer been answered in the exact way
in which it was desired, and, if not so, it will always be in the best way,
and most conducive to our good and God's glory.
But to return to J ehoshaphat: "And when they began to sing and to
praise, the Lord set ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab,
and mount Seir, which were come agains~ Judah; and they were smitten i"
or, as related in the next verse, "everyone helped to destroy another ;"
BO that the king and ills army had notillng to do but take away the spoil.
The victory was BO complete, that none of their enemies escaped. As,
when the trumpets were blown, and the people shouted, the walls of
Jericho fell flat, so now, when the voice of praise was heard, the battle
was won. The Lord's right hand and His holy arm had gotten them the
victory. Now we come to the last lesson in tills practical history: "And
on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley of Berachah ;
for there they blessed the Lord: therefore the name of that place was
called, The valley of Berachah [or blessing], unto tills day."
Thus we have the proper conclusion pointed out to such a signal interposition of the Lord's favour and love on behalf of His people, teaching
Uo that the voice of thanksgiving should always ascend after we have
received an answer to our petitions. "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and
all that is within me bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul,
and forget not all His benefits." May the Lord bless these few hints to
some of His tried ones, and to Him be all the glory, for Ohrist's sake!
Amen.
A LITTLE Ol\'"E.
Manchester.
A FEW THOUGHTS ON PSALM OXIX. 57,
WHICH WERE WRITTEN TO CHEER A DEAR INVALID WHO HAD SPENT MANY WEARY
YEARS ON A COUCH OF SUFFERING.

"Thou art my portion, 0 Lord."-PsAJ.M cxix. 57.
IT can scarcely be doubted, I suppose, that these words were first uttered
prophetically by Ohrist, and were adclressed to the Father. If we consider
them thus, there is great beauty in the thought, "Thou art my portion,
o LORD," as also in the context, "The LOlill is the portion of mine inheritance, and of my cup i" but I feel led to take them more in the sense
in which I think Jeremiah did, when he says (Lam. iii. 24), "The Lml.D is
my portion, saith my soul" (see also J er. x. 16): Scriptures connected with
which are sublime and precious.
" Thou art my portion." If we may conclude that " TllO~~" refers to
J ehovah-Jesus "our Redeemer," of whom it is said, "The Lord of hosts
is His name," a lifetime indeed would be short to think even of the blessedness of having such a portion now and for ever. The words are too full
for our finite conception, and we can only rejoice in their reflected glory,
which is again dimmed and darkened to us by our manifold imperfections. Blessed, indeed, is the fact that we may look forward, not
through the vista of ages, but in tills "far-spent night," with well-grounded
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hopes, to a speNly consummation of our happiness, in entering upon our
portion and inheritance for ever. "Thou art my portion "-" Thou," who
didst find us in a waste, howling wilderness, whose love waned not for
thirty-three years of sorrow and humiliation, and whose gentle soul-melting words have echoed and re-echoed through many a grief-stricken heart,
since :first they fell like sweet music on the ear of the little company who
followed Thee when upon earth. " Thou art my portion "-" Thou, who
when" deep called to deep," and with terrific power the waves of trial
and temptation burst in fury over the soul, didst at length arise and say,
"Peace, be still." "Thou art my portion;" my All-in-all; my neverfailing Treasury of wisdom and grace; the very fulness of love and mercy!
To Thee shall be ascribed never-ending praises-a song' of adoration
which rises on earth but in feeble strains; yet, gaining strength as it
lj.scends, rises still higher and louder, until it is united to "Eternity's
long, deep, thanksgiving psalnl," before thy throne above!
Again the words recur to our mind, and, as we linger, they seem like the
dying cadence of some grand and glorious harmony, on which one loves
to dwell again and again; but we pass on to remark how comforting itis,
in this world of change and uncertainty, to be able to adopt tile decisive
words" Thou art." Had any other tense been used, the text would certainly have lost much of its sublimity; for instance, "Thou hast been,"
or "Thou wilt be" my portion, would quite fail to give the blessed idea
of present supply of need; and in the hour of trial there is nothing so welcome to the heart as the thought of "present help in time of trouble."
The language of appropriation is also brought forth forcibly in the word
"my," and is, indeed, too often particularly attractive to our selfish natures.
We are all too fond of speaking of OU1' possessions; but it is a relief to
know that here we are not selfish in making such a declaration, as there is
nothing exclusive in our claim. Blessed be God, there is falness enough
in Jesus, there is joy enough, and sympathy and love. enough, for all His
members; there is no fea.r of depriving others when we look on Him as
our Beloved, nor in repeating again and again the soul-refreshing words,
"Thou art my portion, 0 Lord." Thrice blessed, then, is it to see our
Jesus as our "portion" -our inheritance! The half has not yet been told
us of His glory; but, when our sun on earth is set, He will shine forth in
untold and inconceivable splendour in the New Jerusalem, and doubtless
with ever-increasing brightness before our enraptured g·aze. Oh, weary
one, what a stimulus to persevere! Whilst we are fighting and fainting
below, His prayer is gaining victory over our temptation, anJ it seems as
though, at times, the veil that separates the things unseen from us was
withdrawn.
"And even- now a waft came by, and brought,
Most lovingly,
The uttered music of His yearning thought,
, Follow thou me.' "
We are indeed but as children, often taken up with a passing care or
vanity, rather than the glory of the inheritance that" is reserved for us ;"
but still through grace we are enabled to say, "Whom have I in: heaven
but Thee? and there is none upon earth that l' desire beside Thee,"
" God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever."
THE law may as easily be transgressed in the heart as in the actions.
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THE HYMNS OF OOWPER.
OOWPER was twelve years old when Dr. Watts died, and in one of his
letters the former thus speaks of the latter: "He was, if I am a judge of
verse, a man of true poetical ability, sublime in his conceptions, and
masterly in his execution." This is a noble estimate from the greatest
poet from that day of the beauty of Watts' hymns. The retired habits of
Oowper, and his repeated mental affliction, kept him from intercourse with
the many superior Christian men of his day, with the exception of Newton,
Scott, and Madan-the latter having been the honoured instrument of
setting his soul at liberty and bringing him into the peace of the Gospel.
Whitfield and Wesley were at the height of their popularity then, and it
is remarkable that the revival of the last century (as far as the writer
remembers) was never alluded to by Cowper in any of his letters. Madan
himself had been converted through a sermon from Wesley. A spirit so
sensitive as was that of the gentle Cowper would perhaps have shrunk
from the excitement generally attendant on large religious assemblies; yet
it is strange that men like Toplady, Romaine, B81'l'idge, and Hervey never
sought the Ohristian poet in his seclusion at Oluey. With each he would
have had a congenial spirit, but to be unnoticed and unknown was the
desire of his heart.
Cowper wrote his hymns before he was established as a poet, and then
at the request of Newton. The Ohurch of God received a great boon in
those hymns; for a century they have cheered, soothed, and delighted
many a troubled heart. Some are of a sombre character, depicting the
exercises of God's people-few buoyant; but there is an unction about
them-" an unction from the Holy One" -which refreshes' and calms the
mind.
His first hymn is perhaps one of his best, written after his recovery from
the first attack of disease, and on giving up the prospects of public life.
It is an index of his mind all through his future career, and sho"l\s how
little sympathy he would have had with the" running to and fro" of the
day in which he lived : " Far from the world, 0 Lord, I flee," &c.
The second verse was his experience throughout his sorrowful career:" The calm retreat, the silent shade,
With prayer and praise agree,
And seem by Thy sweet bounty made
For those who worship Thee."
The very essence of a spiritual mind is here-" commune with tl.ine own
heart 2.pon thy bed, and be still "-the shutting of the door, and the secret
prayer to the Father who seeth in secret: it is as if the divine injunction
had beenjust dropped into the soul, "Be still, and know that I am God." "The
calm retreat," and" the silent shade," are lBss sought now-a-day than
the public and full prayer-meeting, however good the latter may be; but,
to be alone with Jesus, as we pour out our full hearts to Him, is the pith
of prayer.
Some of the most popular of these hymns are those, no doubt, with
which we are most familiar, and whiclfhave delighted us in times past, but
only a few can be selected from the sixty-eight.
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" Oh, for a closer walk with God!
A calm and heavenly frame,
A light to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb."
This is what we long for, and it is because we lack the frame and the light,
that our-charlot-wheels go heavily. It is a hymn which ought to suit us
well, for it describes our heart-departures nom God, and acknowledges
that the Holy Dove has been grieved by them-solicits His return even at
the sacrifice of the" dearest idol," that He alone may be worshipped.
The best of Oowper's hymns are all of the simplest character, and this is
one.
There is a fine paraphrase on the 8t;b. Proverbs, in the hymn on
wisdom : "Ere God had built the mountains,
Or raised the fruitful hills," &c.
and the apostrophe to Ohrist very touching:"Thus wisdom's works discover
Thy glory and Thy grace,
Thou everlasting Lover
Of our unworthy race;
Thy gracious eye survey'd us,
Ere stars were seen above;
In wisdom Thou hast made us,
And died for us in love."
Thus Oowper delighted to review the Ohurch's election in Ohrist before
time began.
" The contrite heart" is the humble and earnest expression of internal
conflict which only a child of God could feel when under a deep sense of
indwelling sin:" The Lord will happiness divine
On contrite hearts bestow;
Then tcllme, gracious Lord, is mine
A contrite heart or no P"
Those who object to doubts and conflicts at all, may consider this hymn
wanting in Gospel liberty; but could we part with the last verse-alter,
or erase it nom our Oluey hymns ?" Oh, make this heart rejoice or ache,
Decide this doubt for me ;
And if it be not broken, break;
And heal it, if it be."
The 15th Hymn, "Praise for the fountain opened," is rich in Ohristian
experience-clear in Gospel truth, and sublime in composition. A text
might be found for every line, so thoroughly scriptural is it : " There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel's veins;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains"that "fountain opened for sin and uncleanness," prophesied of by
Zechariah, five hundred years before the "blood and water" came from
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the Saviour's pierced side, in which the scarlet sins of His Ohurch have
been washed white as snow. The poor" dying thief" rejoiced in that
fountain in his da'lj-his day of shame, agony, and death-but oh, his day
. of triumph, joy, and life! The two last lines of this second verse have had
one little word altered by different compilers in their selections: "there
would I," says one-" there may I," says another-but "there have I,"
said Oowper:" The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day;
And there have I, though vile as he,
Wash'd all my sins away."
The Spirit of adoption broke forth from poor Oowper then.
last verses seldom appear in any selection : -

The two

"Lord, I believe Thou hast prepared
(Unworthy though I be)
For me a blood-bought, free reward,
A. golden harp for me.
'Tis strung and tuned for endless years,
And form'd by power divine;
To sound in God the Father's ears,
No other name but Thine."
U

How precious that belief! a full reward-blood-bought-despite all unworthiness; not only a golden harp prepared, but strung and tuned (the
two requirements for the harp), all ready for the hand to sound upon
its strings the name so dear to God and the Ohurch, the name of Jesus.
The expression, blood-bought appears first here; it has become so general
now, perhaps from the popularity of this hymn, that in speaking or
praying it is seldom omitted. It was observed to the writer, how much it
may be regretted th!J.t these two concluding verses are generally absent in
most selections, and that the last thought connected with the sweet hymn,
should be the grave, and the" poor lisping, stamm'ring tongne" lying
silent there,. whereas, Oowper closes with the cheering prospect of singing
upon a golden harp the praises of Jesus throughout eternity. But, before
passing on to another hymn, we would add one word about that American
chorus, so generally sung at the late revival gatherings, at the end of
each verse. It would have been a good thing had it remained in America,
for we have enough Arminianism in England already. And it spoiled the
whole hymn, the natural mind working itself up into a pitch of enthusiasm,
by the excitement of the occasion, after the Wesleyan fashion" I do believe, I will believe,
That Jesus died for me,
That on the cross He shed His blood,
From sin to set me free."
Why, to believe this, is the work of the Holy Ghost wrought in the
believer's soul; and oh, the blessedness of being able to say with true
and living faith, "I do believe that Jesus died for me ! " Many a gracious
mourner has gone almost to the grave unable to say it, and, therefore,
when such language is put into the mouth of the ungodly as an incentive
to belief, it is an awful perversion of the truth of God. "I do believe"
is the language of grace; "I will believe," the language of nature.
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The dying thief did not say SO; "Lord, remember me," was his language.
"But it is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing."
The 29th Hymn is a generally-popular one, "Exhortation to prayer,"
and is highly descriptive of the value of soul-communion with God in
Christ; the dark cloud withdrawn at its voice-prayer climbing the
ladder of Jacob-Satan trembling at the sight of a weak saint upon his
knees-Moses standing with arms outstretched, to discomfit Amalek, are
all expressed in the true spirit of poetry, and seem to breathe the early
heart-experience of the heavenly-minded poet" What various hind'rances we meet
In coming to a mercy-seat!
.
Yet who that knows the worth of prayer,
But wishes to be often there?"
It is a hymn surpa!lsed only by Montgomery's" Prayer."
" The waiting soul," No. 33, is just suited to one hungering and thirsting
after Ohrist, pressing on in the midst of sorrow, unb'Blief, and a sense of
desolation, at the shutting of every door but one, the door of mercy (and
what a door to find open !)-so that hope shines forth through all the
surrounding darkness, and the sorrowful soul will wait there, at that
blessed door, until the "dear Deliverer" comes to call His exile home.
" Breathe from the gentle south, 0 Lord,
And cheer me from the north;
Blow on the treasures of Thy word,
And call the spices forth. (Cant. iv. 16.)

*

*

*

"I seem forsaken and alone,
I hear the lion roar;
And every door is shut but one,
And that is Mercy's door.
"There, till the dear Deliverer come,
I'll wait with humble prayer,
And, when He calls His exile home,
The Lord shall find him there."

*

How entirely at variance was the future experience of the afflicted
poet, to that breathed forth thus sweetly here! It all remained a truism
with him, but nothing more. The door of mercy was to his darkened
mind closed for ever upon him, yet most surely, when the Lord did at last
call him home, he was found there!
"Looking upwards in a storm," No. 39, is again, like most of Oowper's
hymns, expressive of a spirit "cast down, but not destroyed."
" God of my life, to Thee I call,
Afllicted at Thy feet I fall."

In this hymn there is one expression, doubtless, very familiar to us all,
so often quoted in public prayer, and upon the printed page (a most
precious one it is !)-" a prayer-hem-ing, answering God;" it appears first in
these lines"But a prayer-hearing, answering God,
Supports me under every load."
The Scripture reference, no doubt, would be to Pslam lxv. 2.
The inward conflicts of a soul in sorrow-the yearning after implicit
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trust in God-the lowly views of self, as "a poor blind creature of a
day, crushed before the moth "-are powerfully set forth in No. 45,
"Submission :"" 0 Lord, my best desires fulfil," &C.

It is one which, in our sorrowful seasons, we can turn into prayer.
The most joyful, or rather cheerful, of any of Cowper's hymns, except
"Rejoice, believer, in the Lord," is the 48th:" Sometimes a light surprises
The Christian while he sings;
It is the Lord who rises
'With healing on His wings;
When comforts are declining
He grants the soul again
A season of clear shining,
To cheer it after rain."
The very measure of this is joyful, and there is but one beside of the
same metre, 6th, already quoted.
The 38th hymn, the last but one that Cowper composed, was written at
a season when reason was tottering and " a horror of thick darkness"
had arisen upon his sensitive mind : "The billows swell,·the winds are high,
Clouds overcast my wintry sky;
Out of the depths to Thee I call,
My fears are great, my strength is small."
Then he prays that the Lord would perform the Pilot's jJMt, and gttMd
and guide him thJrough the storm, and say, "Peace, be still." But it was not
often afterwards that poor Cowper could sing,
" Amid the roaring of the sea,
My soul still hangs her hold on Thee ;"
01'-

" Though tempest-toss'd, and half a wreck,
My Saviour through the storm I'll seek."
The Church of God got comfort from what the afflicted poet wrote, but
there was none for him.
On the very eve of his second attack of insanity, in 1773, Cowper wrote
his last hymn, and it must ever have a peculiar interest from the fact
of its having been composed at an hour of deep mental agony. We must
all more or less have experienced the truths contained in this hymn; every
line tells: it came from a burdened heart, and therefore it reaches a burdened heart:" God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform:
He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm."
The two last lines are figures borrowed from Psalm xviii. 9-11. Each
suceeding verse is very full of instruction and beauty: the "bright designs," and" sovereign will," of Jehovah "treasured up" in unfathomable mines (Job xi. 7) ; the "fearful saints" enj oined to "fresh courage,"
for the dreaded cloud is only" big with mercy," and will break upon the
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head with blessings! "Feeble saints" must not judge God, for His
"smiling face" is hid" behind a frowning providence." His purposes
are then compared to a bud gradually unfolding, the taste of which may
be bitter, "but sweet shall be the flower."
" Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain ;
God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."
This last verse, so prophetic of all that was to befall him, closes Cowper's
hymns. Years of darkness were to intervene before he took up his pen
again, nor could he ever be prevailed on, even by Newton,. to write
another. Now, in the eternal world, freed from the trammels of mortality,
and emerged from the physical cloud which darkened his life, and cast a
shade of misery over all his thou~hts, whether of heaven or earth, God,
as "His own Interpreter," has surely made plain to him the why and
wherefore of such a mysterious dispensation during his earthly pilgrimage.
It is said that at the moment when Cowper ceased to breathe, an expression
of glad surprise came over his countenance. "That which I do thou knowest
not now, but thou shalt know hereafter."
C.
A PRAYING FATHER.
IT was the regular habit of Colonel B-- to retire at noon every day
for special prayer for his family-his wife and children; and for thirty
years this good habit was continued, not without very marked and blessed
results. As he had thus been uniformly anxious respecting the spiritual
welfare of his children, it wa.s natural that he should frequently pray for
them on his dying-bed. But he had a particular anxiety for one of his
younger sons, just about to enter into the world, that he might be truly
converted to God before encountering its temptations and snares. '1'0
this beloved child he had, just before his illness, given a Bible, accompanied with affectionate advice and serious exhortation to be constant in
its perusal. On his dying-bed he sent for this son, and, pressing him by
the hand, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and earnestly supplicated the
grace of God to change his heart. He then said to him, "My dear boy,
I nave prayeC\. 101' you, that you may become a chilC\. 01 God." Ris 1eelings did not allow him to say more, but it was enough; his prayer
was answered, and the dear youth from that time began in good earnest
to seek the God of his father, and to give evidence that the grace of God
was working in his heart. Indeed, as this youth was passing his father's
chamber-door not long before his last illness, at "the noon-day hour of
prayer," he heard him agonizing in prayer, and was much impressed, on
listening, to find that he himself was the subject of those fervent supplications. The youth grew up to the man, as a faithful minister of the
Gospel, and of his earnest prayers it was remarked, that they were like
Jacob's wrestling. Both father and son now sleep in Jesus, awaiting a
joyful resurrection.
K.
DEATH OF MR. PAUL FOSKETT.-We have to announce that the severe
illness which Mr. Paul Fosket has endured for some time back, has
had a fatal termination. Mr. Foskett took an active part in politics
during the earlier portion of his life, but in later years had acquired
celebrity as a religious lecturer, and as an earnest and ever-ready defender of the" Protestant institutions" of the country.
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"The preacher sought to find out acceptable words."-EcCL. xii. 10.

THE BISHOP OF OARLISLE UPON THE OHUROH HOME
MISSION.
THE Bishop of Oarlisle said: I cannot conceive a greater blessing being
conferred upon our dear old England than the multiplication of these
services by ::;uch men as we have heard to-day, in the long and very interesting extracts which have been read by the Secretary. I can speak from
personal experience of the warmth and undiminished kindness with "hich
the home missionary is received when he goes forth on his errand of love.
Some years ago Mr. Relly did me the honour of calling upon me, and I
was one of the first of the clergy who engaged in these services. I think
he sent me down to Gloucestershire, and afterwards into Sussex. I do not
recollect whether he found any other work for me to do, but very likely he
might have found me more, which I was lillable to undertake. But, on
those two occasions, I remember that wherever I "ent a a plain country
clergyman, I found the people in many cases surprised to discover that besides their own minister, the Ohurch of England possessed others that
preached the Gospel. I do not mean to say that it was the Ohurch people
who thought so, but those excellent Nonconformist brethren, who for the
night got over their prejudices and their difficulties to come and hear me,
and in many cases they were surprised to find that beside the clergyman of
their own parish, there were many in connexion with the Established
Ohurch who set forth the Gospel of the grace of God. In that point of view,
then, I think the Ohurch Home Mission to be exceedingly valuable; but
how much more valuable is it in respect of the seed which it sows in every
direction, and to which the promise is attached-" As the rain cometh
down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth
the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may gi,e seed to the
sower, and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goeth forth out of
my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." I say,
how much more valuable with regard to those saving effects, of "hich the
preacher, and perhaps the minister of the parish, may never hear, and yet
which shall be found after many days, in that happy time when the Lord
shall make up His jewels.
My experience as a home missionary, which terminated some years ago,
in connexion with our friend Mr. Relly, has certainly not terminated in
connexion with my own diocese, and I can state from a .six years' experience in that diocese now, that the people seem very, very willing to
come together on the week-day evenings in order to hear the "ord of life
proclaimed from the mouth of Ohrist's ministers. Perhaps there may be
a little curiosity attached to the lawn sleeves which one wears as a bishop;
but I cannot think that that is altogether the reason why, in some of the most
desolate regions of Westmoreland, when "the rain has been pouring down
in torrents, I have f01illd the church quite full when I arrived on a weekday evening to hold a special service. Now, I have to thank God that
Mr. Relly has taken my diocese under his charge, and kindly supplied the
lack of service of myself and others by sending missionaries amongst us.
I am quite sure, my dear friends, that God is very good to our diocese.
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We have many men to be thankful for in the ministry. Still it is a great
thing that the words of those men should be confirmed by testimonies
from without. People v.ery often think that a thing must be true when it
comes before them again from others' lips, and from persons from a
distance. On that account I am thankful, even where the Gospel is already
faithfully preached, for such a work as this of your Home Mission.
Believe me, dear friends-I am sure you will believe me, for your presence
here to-day proves that you feel it to be true, and I myself am more and
more convinced of it-that, not only if we wish to save souls, but if we
wish to elevate the tone of society, which is a common and well-understood
phrase, there -is nothing that will do it but the preaching of the Gospel of
the grace of God.
I could mention facts that are strikingly illustrative of that statement. I
could tell of two contiguous parishes-and I do not draw this illustration
from my own diocese; but I could tell of contiguous parishes in which the
ministers are equally diligent in pastoral visitation, equally reverent in the
performance of all the services of the sanctuary, equally exemplary, so far
as strict religion and morality are concerned, in their own personal conduct,
yet of these two parishes one remains upon a moral level which it is truly
painful to behold, whilst the other has been elevated in the course of years
to a state of remarkable excellence. I have heard the question put"What has produced the difference between these two parishes? " And
there can be only one answer. There is but one point in which they differ.
That one point is, that whereas in the one case the person in charge seems
to think it necessary to maintain and set forth the duties connected with
religion, the other minister feels it to be his duty to lift up the Lord Jesus
OllTist.
My fr'iends, the result is exactly that which is illustrated by an anecdote
that may be familiar to you respecting that very eccentric but really good
man, John Berridge. I dare say you have heard the story how that
strange old man some hundred years ago left his college cloisters at Oambridge, and entered on the charge of a living to which he succeeded in the
ordinary course of preferment which falls to the lot of the Fellows. He
was a highly-moral and strictly-conscientious man, and he resolved that
his parish should become a model parish. Accordingly he set to work
to preach and to teach" Do this, and thou shalt live." He went through
a course of commands, a course of character, and a course of illustrations
of the duties incumbent upon the Ohristian. What was the result? He
tells us himself, in his own biography, that the more he preached morality,
the more immoral the people became. That was his quaint way of expressing it; and no souls were saved. At last, one day, whilst sitting in .
his study, much distressed at this state of things, and turning over the
pages of his Ooncordance, he came upon the word" Faith." Looking at
the word" Faith" more closely, he found that it occurred more frequently
than any other word in the Holy/Scriptures, excepting the name of God
the Father, God the Son, and· God the Holy Ghost, the Incarnate Word.
At once the thought came into his mind, Does the word" Faith" occur in
my preaching as often in proportion as it does in the Bible? That led to
a complete revolution; and, before he had preached three Sundays running,
a poor woman came to him, and said, "Sir, what must I do to saved?"
The good man was quite taken aback by the inquiry; he said, "My good
fr'iend, what has brought you here?" And the answer was this singularlyinstructive one-" vVhy, sir, the new sermons." Now, that anecdote illus-
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trates the truth that it is only the" new sermons "-that it is only the
sermons which preach salvation by grace through fai.th, as set forth in the
Scriptures of truth-that it is only such preaching, that will really bring
souls to Christ. And I may add that only such preaching will elevate the
moral tone of a parish, and produce holy living as well as holy dying.
There is nothing else that will do that good work. Do not imagine, however, when I am- speaking of the importance of preaching faith, that I am
therefore discouraging work.<;. You know that that is an old complaint. You
find it 'mentioned with particular prominence in: the Epistle to the Romans.
St. r'aul is there "slanderously reported" as having said, "Let us do evil
that good may come." He is also taxed with" making void the law through
faith;" but the simple answer he makes is, "God forbid; yea, we establish
the law."
Depend upon it, then, that whatever may be done in the way of punctilious Ritualism or the preaching of strict morality-whatever may be
done in outward forms, by discipline ancl the law, nothing can make a
man or a woman saintly but the Gospel of the grace of God. For that
Gospel just puts into the heart the one principle which is necessary for all
acceptable service. And what is that principle? The principle of love;
and that love can only be put into the heart through the same process by
which it was put into the heart of the poor woman of whom we read in the
Gospel. What was it that broke the alabaster box of ointment? What
was it that filled the whole house with the odour of it? It was love, only
love. "She loved much," because much had to be forgiven. The Gospel
had come into her soul; we know not how; we are not told; and had
filled that soul with-love. It is just possible that there may be some here
to-day who are proceeding upon the opposite principle, and saying-" I
must do this, or that, or the other, and then perchance in the end I shall
secure the salvation of my soul." If there be any such here, let me
entreat them to give up the vain attempt, to come straight to the Lord
Jesus Christ by faith, and receive at His hands, the hands of the great
High Priest, the full measure of peace and joy. Then they -will find a
motive and a principle put into their bosoms which -will enable them to
go forth and wage a successful warfare against sin, the world, and the
devil, and continue to be faithful soldiers and servants of the Lord to
their lives' ends. I say these things in order to point out what I conceive
to be the great excellency of this Church Home Mission; that is, that it
not only sends clergymen into parishes where they are welcomed by the
regularly-constituted pastors, but clergymen who carry with them the
Gospel of the grace of God. I have known cases in which the very
clergyman of the parish has gained such a blessing as through all eternity to have cause to thank God for it by the ministrations of the agents
of this Society. But be that as it may, I repeat, that, if you wish to elevate the tone of society; if you wish to save souls; if you wish to produce
holy men and holy women; if you wish to give peace in life and peace in
death, and in all eternity, there is only one way, and that is by the
Gospel of the grace of God; and every instrumentality which is honestly
engaged in propagating the Gospel of the grace of Goel is worthy of our
hearty support.
A Being whose existence is from eternity to eternity, cannot possibly
change His views or His purposes. For, as no addition can be made to .
His knowledge, no variation can take place in His will.-Burder.
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FELLOW -FEELING-.
How prone are we, reader, to feel as if we alone were tried or tempted
in this or that particular way! but this arises from ignorance of others'
condition or circumstances. Had we closer communion with the varied
members of the household of faith, we should soon discover that they
were similarly, or, in all probability, much more severely, tried than ourselves. Comparison would, most probably, lead to a gl'eater measure of
contentment, and to a reconciliation with the allotments of our all-wise
and gracious God and Father.
After opening my morning letters, in which the experiences of two
or three of- the family were touchingly expressed, I saw there was
abundant reason for knowing I was not" the sparrow alone" I could
fain have imagined. "The heart knoweth his own bitterness." Each
has its own special cares, and peculiar weights, and sometimes, perhaps,
seemingly-crushing responsibilities. After perusing the letters in question, I happened to open a drawer, and there I saw a letter in my own
handwriting, written four-and-twenty years ago, t<? a person then resident
in the county where I am now located. How the letter again came into
my possession, I know not; suffice it, it took me back to old scenes and
former sorrows, so as to cause me to feel amazed in the retrospect of the
good and gracious hand of my God, in connexion with all the ten thousand intervening events, and varied and minute. circumstances. How
wonderful has been the path, and wise the conduct, and how gracious
the dealings, and how marvellous the patience, and how merciful the forbearance, and how omnipotent the power! Truly it was a timely rebuke
to one's present fears and dark and gloomy apprehensions, because the
whole bespoke so clearly
" He that hath helped one hitherto
Will help one all one's journey through;
And daily give one cause to raise
Nsw Ebenezers to His praise."
Moreover, side by side with the letter just named was one of a beloved
correspondent, of' a somewhat later date, in which were detailed the deep
heart-exercises through which she had been called to pass, and was
then undergoing. But that beloved one had long since gone to her
rest-had had, notwithstanding her manifold fears and the deep depression under which she had been called to suffer, a most glorious dismissal
from the body and out of a world of sin and sorrow. One, too, whom she
named very specially in the said epistle, had very recently likewise received her summons to " come up higher."
These simple facts, dear reader, came as a kind of loving rebuke to
one's own fears and sinkings of heart, bidding one" thank God, and take
courage;" for the deliverances and the victories of one and another and
another of the members of the one family, are but earnests and pledges of
the ultimate triumph and complete victory of the whole. Well may we
be comforted by the recollection that" they without us should not be made
perfect;" and well may it likewise stimulate us to give heed to the exhorta~
tion-the Lord the Spirit help us so to do-" Wherefore seeing we also
are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the Author
and Finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand
of the throne of God" (Heb. xii. 1, 2).
D.
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WAYSIDE SONG.
"MY FATHER'S AT THE HELM."
Being lines suggested from the following fact: In a fearful storm at sea, the crew of a
vessel were in the greatest alarm, expecting every minute to be their last. In the
midst of the tenor-stricken ones was a little girl, who manifested a wonderful calmness and freedom from care. She was asked, "Are you not afraid?" She replied,
" Afraid! Oh, no." They inquired why she was not so, and she answered, emphatically, " Do you not see MY FATHElt'S AT THE HEL!1?"

WHEN foamy cares surround thy bark,
And all within is very dark,
No star appears to light thy way,
And thou art longing for the day,
Oh, think, dear child of God, that then
" A FATHER'S HAND IS AT THE HELM!"
And when thy cares like billows come,
Dashing against thee one by one,
And thou dost think thy tiny shell
Must sink beneath the mountain swell,
Oh, be at peace, for 'tis just then
"A FATHER'S HAND IS AT THE HELM."
All gone before have found, like thee,
LiIe has but been a stormy sea,
They've had their nights of darkness too,
And fears and foes, as well as you,
Yet all reached home to loud proclaim,
" A FATHER'S HAND WAS AT THE HELM."
Remember, too, though wind be wild,
Thou art His loved and cared-for child,
He'll give thee grace each day to bear
. All that He puts upon thee here;
So cheer up, child of God, 'tis plain,
" A FATHER'S HAND IS AT THE HELM."
Then banish fear, dear child of God,
And kiss the hand that gives the rod,
There is a needs-be for thy cross,
And thou'lt receive thel;efrom no loss,
For nothing can thy soul o'erwhelm,
"A FATHER'S HAND IS AT THE HELM."
Soon will the voyage of life be o'er,
And thou wilt reach a happier shore,
Where there will be no storms to harm,
But thou, amidst seraphic calm,
Wilt tell to all in that blest realm,
"A FATHER'S HAND WAS AT THE HELM."

flfora.

•
G. O.

"Lo, this God is our God for ever and ever: He will be our Guide even
unto death" (Psalm xlviii. 14).
That essence, which is beauty itself, equality itself, admits of no imitation.
Dost thou think that God varies, or is sometimes this, and sometimes that?
It is impossible He should wish to change Himself, seeing He is most
excellent. Whatever is changed, is so for the better or the worse. If for
the worse, it becomes bad. If for the better, it was bad at first.-Plato.
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NOTES OF A SERMON.
BY THE REV. R. CORNALL, INCUMBENT OF EMMANUEL CHURCH, BRISTOL.

"For ye Me dead, and your life is hid wdh Christ in God."-OoL. iii. 3.
MANY of God's truths are wonderfully paradoxical. To the mere carnal
reasoner they must appear absurd and impossible. For instance, Paul
said, " When I am weak, then am I strong j" "As sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich j as having nothing, and yet
possessing all things." So again in the text the de~cription given' of
God's people, namely, that they are dead and alive, looks strange, contradictory, and impossible. However, these remarkable paradoxes are
made patent to the apprehension of spiritual men, and their truth is fully
discovered and attested in actual Ohristian experience.
I. In four different senses God's people Me " dead."
1. They are dead with Christ.-" For if One died for all, then these all
died [01 7rayTC(; U7rEfJayOY J" (2 001'. v. 15). The death of Ohrist being substitutionary, is legally the death of all those for whom He died. Limiting Himself to His insolvent bride, Jesus took her nature and her plape,
paid her debts j giving her His nature, name, righteousness, and glory.
See Rom. vi. 8 j 2 Tim. ii. 11.
2. They are dead to si11.-Not dead in sin; yet until quickened by the
Holy Spirit they are thus dead, children of wrath by nature, even as
others. It is the Spmt that quickeneth them, and unites them in love
and faith to Jesus. Sin is consciously pardoned, and its power practically
broken. It exists indeed, but shall not have the dominion. " Reckon
ye yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin j" and" how shall we that are
dead to sin live any longer therein?" Our deliverance from it has been
effected meritoriously by Ohrist's death, efficiently by the power of the
Holy Ghost, and instrumentally by faith. Even now God enables us to
put our feet upon the necks of our sins, and shall also bruise Satan himself under our feet shortly.
3. They are also dead to the 1((,'10.-" Wherefore, my brethren, ye also
are become dead to the law by the body of Ohrist" (Rom. vii. 4). Under
the law God's people were under the rule of a husband whose claims for
obedience in all things were inflexibly severe. From the nature of the
case these rigorous demands could not be satisfied; hence the law, in
itself holy, just, and good, could only curse, condemn, and punish its
offenders. But our Surety has fulfilled it; He made perfect restitution.
and reparation. He hath magnified the law and made it honourable.
Thus God's people are not only saved by grace, but are also legally
acquitted and legally saved. Married to Ohrist, they live in Ohrist, on
Ohrist, to Ohrist; and neither the law, nor anything else, can ever separate them from Ohrist.
4. They are dead to the world.-" If ye be dead with Ohrist from the
rudiments of the world," &c. (001. ii. 20). The world has its trinity: "the
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life." The carnal
and sensual worship this trinity; their treasure, home, and hearts are
here. The Lord's people are tempted often by the glitter and glory of
B B
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the world, and are sometimes lulled to sleep in her deceitful lap; yet
their calling is to separation from it, to victory over it. The flesh lives,
works, and hinders; but the new man, strong in the Lord, living unto
God, dead to the world, struggles upwards, and prevails, esteeming the
reproach of Christ greater riches than all the treasures of Egypt, and
having respect unto the recompense of the reward. Mount Zion in prospect is far better than Mount Seir in possession.
n. God's people are alive.-" Their life is hid with Christ in God."
"Dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God." Crucified with Christ,
nevertheless _they live; and yet not they, but Christ liveth in them.
There are different kinds of life in the world, which are presented to our
view in a graduated scale. In this scale the lowest type of life is seen in
the vegetable. A step higher, and we come to animal life, accompanied
with great sensational and locomotional power. Another step higher,
and we reach the existence of rational or intellectual life, in which man's
vast superiority is clearly seen, These three kinds of life meet in man.
But there is still a much higher life than any of these; that life is the
life of God, the life of grace, of holiness, and eternal salvation. Of this
life every natural man is entirly destitute; he is dead in sin until quickened. Such is the state of all God's people.
Respecting this life notice:1. That God's people are" ordained" to it (Acts xiii. 48).
2. That Christ has meritoriously secured it for them, and also gives it
to them (John x. 15, 28).
.
3. That Christ not only gives life, but maintains and perpetuates the
same (John vi. 51).
4. That this life is hidden with Christ in God; but though it is hidden,
its effects are seen. Moreover, being hidden, none can find it but those
to whom it is revealed; nor again can any enemy take it away, as it is
far out of his reach, so that those whQ have it can never perish, nor any
one pluck them out of the hand of a Triune God.
" .AB surely as He overcame,
.And triumphed once for you,
So surely you that love His name
Shall triumph in Him too."
"LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION."
How often we hear these words, and how often ·we say them; but, alas!
alas! although they were placed upon our lips, as it were, by One who
never spake as He did, yet how little do we think of them. He, and He
alone, fully knew the dangers to which His disciples were exposed. He,
and He only, knew the enemies by whom they were encompassed, and the
temptations by which they might speedily be assailed; hence, in this Divine
Omniscience, He said to Peter, "Simon, Satan hath desired to have thee,
that He may sift thee as wheat; but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith
fail not." Ah, who of us can say how often the selfsame desire hath been
manifested by Satan with regard to ourselves, and who knows how oft
the same kind and gracious Intercessor hath pleaded for us, that our faith
fail not? Without doubt we are in greatest danger and most liable to
the assaults of the wicked one-either by insinuation or more open attack
-when we least suspect the fact. We are most imperilled when we have
the least consciousness of it. We are prone to be thrown off our watch·

..... ,
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tower when things are most pleasant and agreeable to our poor treacherous hearts. It is then that Satan is more especially vigilant, and then
that he seeks to gain advantage over US; and, considering what poor,
weak, wayward creatures we are, how sure would he be of success but for
the gracious watchings and the ceaseless care of Him who neither slumbers nor sleeps. Ah, yes, it is to this, and to this alone, is our security to
be ascribed. And how amazed shall we be, by and by, in the light of the
upper and better world, to look back l1pon the far-stretched wilderness,
and there track our former pathway amid dangers and perils and entanglements of the most subtle but destructive character. We shall stand
astounded as we perceive the pitfalls here, the precipices there, the gins
and snares laid so continuously for our unwary feet where we had not
the faintest idea of their existence. And we shall be amazed, too, at the
diversified forms of the allureI', both on the right hand and the left, as we
see other pilgrims pursuing the same pathway by which we had aforetime travelled. As we see Satan transformed into an "angel of light,"
and plying his temptations in an infinite variety of way and manner, upon
the unwary traveller, we shall stand in adoring wonder and amazement
as we contemplate the wisdom and the love and the faithfulness and the
power of Him who preserved and defended and delivered us in similar
circumstances. Ah, then, shall we understand, in a way we never understood before, why certain trials and afflictions were laid upon us. Then
shall we see what before for most part we had failed to discover, that they
were to serve as restraints and preventives to a self-indulgence and a
heedlessness on our part that, but for divine interposition, must have
issued in our absolute destruction. Ah, then, how many a once long and
deeply-afflicted one will understand why the poor body was subjected to
such aches and pains, as to render the thoughts of ease and pleasure a
mockery. Then will those who had an ever-constant tendency to be prodigal of God's gifts, know why they were limited as to ways and means.
Then will many an anxious father and many a praying mother discover
why certain of their children were to be an ever-constant source of solicitude, prompting them to wrestle-yea, to agonize-at the throne of
grace; and then, too, shall they have revealed to them how those very
importunities were heard and responded to in the kindest, promptest, and
most condescending way. That at the identical moment, it may be, when
their loved one's interests, or possibly lives, were in jeopardy, they had
been led by the Holy Ghost to very special prayer on their behalf. That
so the Spirit was, on the one hand, vouchsafing the grace of importunity,
and, on the other hand, answering in the most marked and effectual way
the very breathings He had enkindled. Oh, how will these discoveries
redound to the glory of J ehovah, in the land of light and love; and how
will the souls of the redeemed be lost in adoring wonder, love, and gratitude, under the rich and blessed developments which will be there made.
Our thoughts have been led into this train through the eye dropping
upon a single paragraph, which we annex, whilst looking over a back
volume of the Illustrated News. It is in reference to the trial of certain
notable men, and runs thus:Baron Alderson (who laboured under deep emotion), sentenced the pri.
soners in the following terms: "The jury have now found you guilty of
the offence wllich is charged against you in the indictment-the offence of
dispoeing of securities entrusted to you by others for safe keeping, but which
you have appropriated, under circumstances of temptation, to your own ad·
BB 2
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vantage. A more serious offence can hardly be imagined in a great commercial community like this, and the punishment for such an offence must
be com~ensurate with its magnitude. All persons in your position should
be espeCIally careful, for your example is of the highest importance. You
have held a high position in the commercial world, and at one time that
position was doubtless a most honourable one. I very much regret that it
comes to me to pass any sentence upon you, and yet the public interest
requires-justice requires ~t; and it is not for me to shrink from any duty
that properly belongs to me in the position I occupy. I should have been
glad if it had pleased God that somebody else had been called upon to
sentence you; for I have seen one of you under far different circumstancesin a high office, sitting by my side, in the exercise of my judicial functions.
The present lamentable case teaches us most emphatically that we should all
pray not to be led into temptation-not to commit such grievous offences as
that of which you aye now found guilty. You have been well educated, you
have held high positions, and you feel your present condition more acutely,
probably, than some others might do. It will grievously afflict those who are
connected with you, who will most sensitively feel your present disgrace. All
that I have to do is to say, that I cannot conceive any worse of the sort under
the Act of Parlr'ament; and, as I cannot conceive a worse case, I must pass the
extreme sentence which the Act imposes. The sentence of the Court is that
you be transported for fourteen years."
During the delivery of this sentence, which very painfully affected the
learned Judge, one of the prisonerEfclasped his hands together, and trembled
violently.
We felt aJ;l additional interest in the foregoing case, for sundry reasQns.
One of these was, that, when taking the services at the Pentonville Model
Prison, some years ago, during the chaplaincy of our late highly-esteemed
brother, the Rev. W. K:rNGSMILL, two of the persons above alluded to were
among the prisoners. Nor shall we, in all probability, ever forget what
we felt, whilst preaching, as we gazed upon those notable men. The
thought, almost of necessity, presented itself again and again, "Who
maketh thee to differ, and what hast thou that thou hast not received?"
We heard an ex-Mayor of Bristol once remark in public that when recently
paying a state-visit to one of the gaols of Bristol, he was reminded, as he
gazed upon the prisoners, of the words of JOHN BRADFORD, as he saw a
prisoner going to execution, "There goes J ORN BRADFORD, but for the
grace of God." Ab, what child of God that knows anything of his own
heart but must say the same? If our souls are more alive at one time
than at another, to a sense of the distinguishing nature of rich and free
and sovereign grace, it is when thus we have been occasionally called to
minister to our poor fellow-creatures in prison. That privilege-for, however painful and however great the effort, a privilege we have felt it to
be-h:;ts been vouchsafed to us in London, Liverpool, Plymouth, and
Bristol. Yes, yes, as a poor pardoned, but hell-deserving sinner, we do
love to go and proclaim in the ears of these one's fellow-sinners, the pity,
the love, the grace, the power of that Almighty One who came to seek and
to save them that were lost.
There was, however, another circumstance in regard to the prisoners of
whom we have spoken. Our dear friend, the chaplain, in going his rounds
. one day, happened to step into the cell of the most conspicuous of them,
as he was just taking his dinner, the very humblest fare, served as it was
in the little divided tin vessel; the one half containing soup, the other
peas or beans. Our dear friend, with his well-known feeling heart, sought
to give a turn to a scene that harrowed his feelings greatly, as he com-
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pared the past with the present. That dear servant of God has since gone
to his rest, and, consequently, has for ever done with the contemplation of
'reverses and sufferings, the continual contact with which, for a succession
of years, at length served to break down his own health, and, in all human
probability, materially shorten his own most useful career.

THE NIGHT-WATOHES.
I SELDOM, if ever, read that saying of the Psalmist, "I will meditate on
Thee in the night-watches," without condemnation; for rarely am I deprived of sleep during the hours of darkness, without a corresponding
weight of care, or restlessness, or unbelief upon my soul. I know but
little at such seasons of communion with Jesus; and I felt greatly rebuked,
not long since, whilst walking through the wards of a certain hospital,
when one of its inmates-a dear well-taught child of God-said to me,
"When all is quiet, and the patients are asleep, then communion bE:jgins."
She referred to the many fellow-sufferers around her in the large ward in
which she was lying. It came home to my heart as a rebuke, for I felt
how different it was with me, surrounded as I was with mercies-a comfortable home, dear family ties, and a good measure of health-but, oh,
80 thankless, and so timid and distrustful!
So little able to depend on
Him who hath said, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
On a recent occasion, like Martha of old, I had retired to rest, "careful
and troubled about many things" when at length I awoke. Sleep was
gone, and care upon care, and anxiety upon anxiety, came crowding in. I
felt utterly unable to rise above them, and the effort to cast them upon
Jesus seemed a vain one indeed. It is to me, at times, astonishing when
thinking upon the havoc that Satan at such seasons makes with the soul.
It appears to me to be Abraham's "horror of great darkness" over again.
No doubt the bodily prostration and the literal darkness has much to do
. with it, otherwise so much of it would not be dispersed with the dawn of
day, and the rising again to renew the journey of life. Upon the occasion,
however, to which I refer, I attempted (as I not uncommonly do in these
sleepless hours) to look back, and to retrace the Lord's sustaining and delivering hand all along through the chequered pathway. His gracious deliverance from the weight and condemnation of sin, and the sealing home of
pardon and peace, came up to one's remembrance with freshness and power.
Although nearly one-and-forty years had passed away since that most
sacred scene, yet the arguments used, the pleas presented, and the promises
made in the event of being heard, were brought back in sweet review as
vividly as possible. And these were followed with the precious sealing
home of pardon and peace. The blessed application of the word, "-Son,
thy sins, which are many, are all forgiven thee," came back with all its
reviving, fear-assuaging, guilt-dissolving power. One again entered upon
the new and celestial pathway. Heaven, in the review, was thus begun
again on earth.
And then I thought on all this as being a very blessed and incontrovertible r'eality, and that all and everything subsequently had been in
precise keeping and blessed accordance with the ·same. There had been
no withdrawal, nor the semblance of a contradiction, or denial or revoking,
in any of the Lord's dispensations, either in :providence or grace. Then
came the thought with a degree of power ·and satisfaction, .. He is Jeans
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Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." He" rests in His
love," and" hates to put away."
But, beloved, one feels this in regard to such exercises as those just
glanced at, that no past mercies, nor any bygone deliverance, can suffice
for present anguish or prospective trouble. Such deliverance, or kind and
gracious interpositions, may act as an assurance or earnest of fresh manifestations, but nothing short of those fresh manifestations will suffice.
Now I will tell you, dear reader, what I mean. I have a certain matter
in prospect resting upon my heart, and it has long rested there, with considerable weight and anxiety. I cannot in the least wise see my way
through it, or, in case of its issuing contrary to my hopes and expectations,
conceive what will be the consequence. I have besieged the throne night
and day for months past, in regard to it. As yet there is no light nor any
relief. Once with some little power the word came, "It shall be well,"
but it was soon gone again; and I have feared to presume to build upon
it as being the Lord's home-and-heart-spoken word upon this particular
matter.
Now, here is the point, some four or five years ago, I was precisely in
the same position, with an anxiety as like as possible in prospect; but oh,
the indulgence of the Lord, under those very circumstances, was past
description ! Not with a word spoken, but with a soothing sweetness and
precious power infused, in connexion with a retracing of the pathway, He
took the whole weigp.t and entire burden off in one moment, insomuch
that neither night nor day, for the three or four that remained prior to
the test or the climax, was there the semblance of a doubt as to results and
consequences. It was glorious-most glorious. Faith revelled in a holy
ecstacy, and in a simple, blessed, child-like trust-reliance-holyconfidence,
in one's God; nor did this in the least wise give way until a few minutes
before the issue was absolutely declared; and, during that few minutes,
Satan was suffered to take the advantage, and to suggest what would be
the effect upon certain minds in case of this so-called faith being put to
confusion. But, whilst Satan and unbelief thus reasoned, the Lord Himself most wonderfully wrought, proving to a demonstration, that He had
the entire matter under His own direction and control, stooping so low
and condescendingly and graciously to one's mean affairs, and proving
that there was nothing beneath His care or observation.
But oh, for a little ofthis self-same holy dependence and child-like trust
and assurance, in regard to what is before one.
H Oh, for an overcoming faith
To credit what the Redeemer saith !"
The difficulty, however, in knowing the mind of the Lord, and, doubtless, the self-will and fleshly fear lest His providence should run counter
to one's wish and desire; and yet all this in t.he face of the thorough
inwrought, oft and deep~tried conviction, that all the Lord wills and does
is right, and that, in the sequel, ten thousand times more satisfactory than
the realization of one's own carnal wishes and desires. Ab, it is in this
experience, the sad, sad disparity between the Lord's will and our own is
discovered, together with the very great difficulty of being able sincerely
and unfeignedly to say, "Thy will be done."
D.
Immutability is a glory belonging to all the divine perfections; the
'centre wherein they all unite.-Ckarnock.
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~ornsponbtnte.
OOUNTERFEIT FAITH AND GENUINE FAITH.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR BROTHER IN OHRIST,-I was truly rejoiced in perusing the review
of the work entitled, "Instant Salvation." The review was in last month's
Magazine, and I see it is continued in this.
Were it in my power, I would add two-fold strength to the objections
there urged. against the work in question; for it appears to me that the
day is come when such channels as your invaluablellublication should be
supported on all sides by the Ohurch of Ohrist, in stemming the torrent of
heterodoxy, which taints our public ministrations, and flows shamelessly
into our spiritual literature in the present day.
I assure you my own heart is often grieved, to say nothing of the famine
often endured (with but few blessed exceptions), in hearing the word
preached, and, were it not to avoid the appearance of evil, which the apostle
enjoins, I would in many instances rather remain at home on the Sabbath.
Oan we wonder at the puny growth of Ohristians-their shallow knowledge of divine things, and their life of experimental religion? Oan we
wonder at the swarms of mere professors, when" the narrow way," the
heavenly road, is made to run in with the" broad" -the way that seemeth
right to the natural and carnal heart, but whose end is death? Oan we
wonder when persons are told they may jump from their seats and be
Ohristians there and then ?-only say, they believe, they repent (which
repentance is now described as " changing" their minds), singing out there
and then,
" I do believe, I will believe,
That Jesus died for me."
This done, all is done, at any rate by way of commencement: if the Spirit
works at all, His work, according to "Instant Salvation," commences
after the creature has worked.
This is called conversion, my dear brother. The Spirit of God taught
you and me very differently-brought us up in a very different school.
Has He two schools? which is right? Both cannot be! Solemn thought!
Am I in the right one, or that which ends in death?
I trust that, now the subject is agitated, it will induce others to follow
it up-such as are jealous for the honour of the Eternal Spirit, and who
shudder at the thought of multitudes going down to the grave with a lie
put into their right hand, in addition to those by nature engendered in
their own heart.
May it induce you or your valuable contributors to be more than ever particular as to the purity of doctrine infused into your valuable publication,
which indeed appears now-a-days a kind of treasure-house to the wayworn family of God.
I am but an isolated individual, but, so far as God gives me grace, I
desire to maintain the doctrines of grace once and for ever delivered to the
saints, and, as in my own daily experience my soul rejoices in the eternal
and indissoluble union of Ohrist and His Ohurch, and, moreover, that one
only Gospel way in which that union is experimentally made known to each
member of His mystical Body, so would I endeavour to contend earnestly
against the legal, Arminian, creature-made doctrines, that are not only
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deluding the outer-court worshipper, but, ala~! for the time being, causing
many of God's dear elect people to backslide from the way in which they
have received Ohrist Jesus at first, and therefore should " 80 walk in Him."
I will not, my dear brother, enlarge, as it was chiefly my desire to encourage the hands of the" Reviewer," by adding my humble quota of disapprobation of the sentiment contained in " Instant Salvation."
I am, dear brother, yours in the Lord,
A OONSTANT READER.
"I HAVE ASKED JESUS, BUT HE DID NOT."
To the Editor of the Gospel Mngazine.
DEAR SIR,-Evllry fact and incident in true Ohristian experience is Godglorifying. I do not speak of doubts, fears, misgivings, unbelief, coldness,
deadness, corruptions. These I believe to be no part of true Christian
experience; though every true Ohristian experiences enough of them-a
paradox which some of your readers will understand, and others marvel
at. ,By true Ohristian experience, I mean the Holy Spirit's gracious work
in the souls of God's dear children. I speak now more particularly of
answers to prayer.
It is written, "Oall upon me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver
thee, and thou shalt glorify me." And again, "Whoso offereth praise
glorifieth me." So that one way of glorifying our covenant God, is to
speak of, or record, His blessed acts of grace, mercy, and truth. I desire
to do so now, in the hope that some poor troubled soul may take heart,
and pray on, encouraged by the following unvarnished incident.
Our little boy-the only one, not yet four years old-has just had an
attack of a very distressing illness, to which children are subject. One
night, when in great suffering, he said to me, "I don't know what I must
do, papa." I said, "We must ask Jesus again to make my poor little
boy better; you know He can do it." In a very sorrowful tone, he replied,
"I have asked Jesus, papa, but He did not."
His answer was like a sword in my heart; but I endeavoured to explain
to him that God does not always answer our prayers just when we ask
Him" and just as we wish Rim; and that the best way is to ask Him till
He does.
On the following day, while reflecting upon his words, the thought
suddenly flashed into my mind, "Fool that I have been! what an irresistible plea at the throne of grace has the child given me. What a mighty
lever for faith to grasp!" And the prayer went up at once, in something
like these words, "Blessed Jesus, Thou knowest I have told the child over
and over again that Thou art God, and that Thou hearest and answerest
prayer. Oh, if it be Thy blessed will, for the glory of Thy great name,
don't let the child think that I have told him lies. Don't let him say, 'I
have asked Jesus, but He did not.' Oh, be pleased to restore him, and
let him know that Thou hast done it."
Now, mark the result. The child began to mend from that hour; and,
after a week's illness, from its commencement, is now comparatively well.
His complaint, I must mention, too, was one which the doctors say is
always three weeks before it is at its height.
I will only add, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me
bless.His holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His
benefits."
Yours affectionately in Him,
.
Fals§rave.
W. S. R.
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INSTANT SALVATION.

Instant Salvation by an Instant Acceptance of a J1£ediator and Surety.

By
the Rev. JAMES GALL.
Edinburgh: Gall and Inglis.
London:
Houlston and W right; Morgan and Ohase. [Third notice. ]
With the exception that the author holds general redemption, or that
Ohrist died .for the whole human race, his chapter on " sacrifices" is very
clear and instructive. In it he beautifully" opens the nature of redemption; and his next chapter, on the Brazen Serpent, contains so much that
is really excellent, that we feel it is due to him we should quote it : "When Israel rebelled in the wilderness, God sent fiery serpents among the
people, and thousands of them died by their bite, which was mortal. But when
the people repented of their sins, and prayed for deliverance, the Lord said
unto Moses: 'Make tJ;1ee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole; and it shall
come to pass, that everyone that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.
And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole: and it came to
pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of
brass, he lived.' This brazen serpent was a type of Christ, who Himself said:
'As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of
Man be lifted up' (John iii. 14); and again, 'And I, if I be lifted up, will
d.raw all men unto me' (John xii. 32).
"The story of the brazen serpent illustrates especially the simplicity of
believing and the suddenness of the cure. Sin is represented by the fiery ser·
pents which bit the people, and whose bite was death. The brazen serpent
represents the Saviour, who was made sin for .us, though He knew no sin, and
was lifted up upon the cross. The bite of the serpent was deadly, and there
was but one cure; those who were bitten must look to the serpent of brass,
and the moment they looked to it they were cured. It was necessary that the
serpent should be lifted up, but something more was needed to effect a cure.
If the Israelites had not believed Moses, and if they never turned their eyes
towards it when they were bitten, not one of them should have been healed.
" The looking to the serpent seems especially intended to illustrate the simplicity of faith. In the other types the act o£: faith was represented by some·
thing more difficult than looking.. There was the entering the ark, the putting
on of the garments of skin, the laying of the hand on the head of the victim,
and there was the S]YI-inkling of the blood on the lintel and side-posts of the
door; but here there is nothing but a look.
" Even the fear of hell is not essential to salvation. The Holy Spirit often
melts the heart of the sinner by merely showing him a crucified Saviour.
This amazing love exhibited in the cross of Christ affects him as it never
affected him before, and he is dl'awn towards the bleeding Jesus, and is made
to loathe the sins that nailed Him to the tree befol'e he has ever been awakened
to a sense of his danger, or the fear of hell. In such cases the sinner gets the
new life while he is looking.* The Spirit has changed his heart, and he has
consented to the righteousness of God, and got reconciliation through the blood.
"It is the simplicity of the cure that prejudices men's minds against it.
They cannot understand how so much depends upon so little. They are like
N aaman, the Syrian, who would have been quite willing to do some great thing
in order to be cured of his leprosy; but, when the prophet bade him go and
'wash himself in J ol'dan, he went away in a rage. Men like a religion that will
• Here we must take exception 'again: he lives, and therefore looks: the looking is the
development of the life.-En.
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give them something to do, so that when tbey have done it they may know
that all is right. The harder the task they like it the better, because they
tbink tbey should then be more deserving, and the balance in their favour
. would be all the greater. Some severe penance, or some long pilgrimage,
would be very acceptable; but, when the Gospel tells them that they can do
nothing, and that the only way of salvation is simply to believe in the Lord
.Jesus Christ, and trust to H~s having already done everything, they feel as if
they could not venture the~r soul'l> salvation upon anything so simple. But
here, in this story of the serpent in the wilderne,ss, faith is represented in its
utmost simplicity-it is nothillg but a look. 'Look unto me, and be ye saved,'
is the whole Gospel in all its power, as well as in ;Ill its simpli\lity; and yet it
contains all the elements of true faith. That simple looking proved that the
Israelite knew his danger, and had no other hope; and it also showed that he
believed what Moses had said, because he did what Moses bade him. If the
Israelite had not believed, he would not have looked; and yet the· mere belief
would not have cured him, unless he had acted on his belief, and turned his
.
eyes expectingly toward the brazen serpent.
" We find here also an illustration of the certainty and instantaneousness of
the cure. It mattered not how many or how few were the bites which the
Israelite had received; nO,r did it m·atter how far the poison had done its
deadly work upon his syste1U, If there was life enough to look, that look was
sufficient, and that look saved him. His body might be swollen, and his limbs
paralysed; the burning thirst of fever might be upon him, or tbe pallid hue of
death might have ah'ea\ly overspread his countenance: if he could but turn.his
glazed eye upon the brazen serpent, that I:1loment the poiSOn lost its power
and the dying man wa.8. ins,tantly cu~·ed."
.
The chapter on the "Bride and the Bridegroom" is exceedingly good,
and clearly sets forth the transfer of debt and responsibility to the
Husband. Under this heading the author sh9WS, pl\l<inly and scripturally,
the standing of the Church of Christ in a manifest union and identity; but
wherein he fails is, in the neglecting to trace the leading, drawing, and attracting power of Christ, by which, though by little and little, as represented
by the prophet Hosea, He gradually allures His betrothed into the wilderness, and then" speaks comfortably to her." So to speak, there is an
abruptness in the author's testimony. He deals in these great and glorious
verities, in one sense of the "Word, in too concise--too prompt-tDo rapid a
manner. We do not charge him with it as doing EO intentionally. But
we would remind him, that it is by no easy-no merely superficial-by
dint of no mere human persuasion, that men are brought to feel their need
of Christ, and accept Him as " all their salvation, and all their desire."
Before they can rightly value Him, before they can really appreciate His
loveliness and worth, before they can believe Him to be "the chiefest
among ten thousand, the altogether lovely," they must experience, by contrast, what unsatisfying and vain pleasures, pursuits, and practices are
those of the world. If the author presumes upon this in the characters
he addresses, his remarks are the more apt and forcible; but such does
not appertain to the indiscrimate reader.
The chapter on " The Two Debtors" contains so much truth, that, considering in how much we have been compelled to differ from the author,
we think it is due to him we should quote it : " There is but one other parable needed to complete the picture of salvation
• by grace, by illustrating what must go before, and what must follow after, the
forgiveness of sins.
'" There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five
hundred pence, and the other fifty. .And when they had nothing to pay, he
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frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him
most P Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave
most. And He said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged' (Luke vii. 41-43).
Notice here, that it was only when they had nothing to pay, that they were
both frankly forgiven. So long as there was any expectation of payment, or
even part-payment; so long as there was any hope or proposal of compromise,
there was no forgiveness; but the moment they declared themselves bankrupt,
having nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both.
"This is an exact picture of the sinner's case before he receives his pardon.
At first he thinks that, as he owes only some fifty pence, he will easily succeed in paying it up; and therefore his language is, 'Have patience with me,
and I will pay thee all.' By.and-by, however, he discovers that his debt is
very much greater, and his ability to pay is very much less than he imagined;
and then he thinks to make a compromise, so that, though he may not be quite
able· to pay the whole, he shall be able to pay some of it, to the extent it may
be of ten shillings, or five shill4J-gs, or at le~st one shilling in the pound. All
this, however, brings no peace and no settlement, The righteous Lord can
make no compromise; 3;nd, moreover, He knows that the sinner has actually
nothing whatever to pay in liquidation of hi§! debt,
It is partly the natural pride of the huU\an heart, and partly an ignorance
of the Gospel, that keeps many anxious souls unsaved, who might at once be
pardoned, were they to give up all attempts at payment, and present themselves as utter bankrupts, having nothing to pay. A decent moral life, attention to religious duties, the reading of the Bible, frequent attendance at the
communion table, fasting, alms-giving, liberal contributions to religious enterprizes; all these, and many such like, are looked upon as part-payment of a
debt standing in the books of God's remembrance against them. But even
supposing that all these duties were perfectly performed, that they all proceeded from a right motive, and were unmixed with sin, still they could never
count in payment of past transgressions. When all had been done, it was no
more than it was their duty to do. But inasmuch as they were imperfectly
performed, and much mixed with sin, instead of reducing the debt, they only
added to its amount.'
.
" All hope of a, settlement, or even a compromise, must therefore be given
up, and the sinner must come as a ruined and helpless bankrupt to the Saviour,
and then only is he frankly forgiven. But the parable is intended to illustrate
chiefly the change that takes place after forgiveness. Before he is forgiven,
there is no love, but only aversion. He can have no pleasure in the company
of his creditor, and will avoid every opportunity of meeting him: his very
name will be disagreeable, as associated with the idea of debt and imprisonment. When the debt is forgiven, however, all this is at once done away, and
gratitude and love take the place of aversion.
" It is evident, therefore, that there can be no love to God so long as a man
is not pardoned, and that he must always be disinclined to come into His presence. His, very name must be disagreeable, and everything connected with
Him as a holy and righteous God will be a forbidden topic-it cannot be other·
wise. But when his sins have been forgiven, and God has been reconciled to
him, there will be no more enmity and estrangement; love and gratitude will
take their place.
'
The depth of this gratitude and love will necessarily correspond with the
greatness of the debt that has been forgiven; and this explains what would
otherwise be altogether unaccountable, viz., that the vilest of sinners, when
converted, often become the most distinguished among the saints. The woman
of the city who washed the Saviour's feet with her tears, was a far more devoted Ohristian than those who had fewer sins to be forgiven.
oH But even this would not account for the change that takes place at con·
version; for if this were all, it would be a very short-lived change. The power
of sin would soon revive, unless the Spirit of God really entered into his heart,
and produced a change of nature and character as well as of opinions and feel.
H

H
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ings. Many a one has deceived himself by supposing that his sins were for'given, although he never gave himself up entirely to Christ to be saved from
his sins. He felt a joy and a love, because he thought he was reconciled, but
the Holy Ghost never came into his heart. There was, therefore, no change
in his character; and in a little while he fell into sin, and all his fine feelings
disappeared, his joy and his love vanished away, and he became even worse
than he was before.
" It is easy to excite the feelings by a vivid representation of the love of
God or the sufferings of Christ, or even by a false assurance that sin had been
forgiven, and the soul saved. But this is not conversion, and can endure only
for awhile; in time of temptation he will fall away. Real conversion never
takes place eJ>cept when there is an entire surrender to Christ, and a. willingness to part with every sin. But when this does take place, the change is permanent, because the Holy Spirit enters the heart, and abides there for ever.
It is a new birth and a new life which then commences, killing the power of
sin, and awakening loves and hatreds that were never felt before.
" But this new life does not always show itself at once: sometimes it does
but more frequently it does not. Therefore, the mere feeling is not to be
accounted of as if it were the evidence of a real change.
" And yet when the Spirit does produce this love and gratitude, it does so
in a rational and reasonable way, by real motives, and not by a mere excitement of the feelings. Without the Spirit, the soul is dead; and all that is
naturally fitted to excite our love and gratitude is unable to produce any
actual impression; but, when the Spirit enters, He gives new life; and then
the heart feels the force of all the argnments addressed to it, and is melted
by a view of the Saviour's generosity and love."
" But when the Spirit enters, He gives life." Now this is what we have
been contending for. Here (as we have previously sought to show) the
book has been defective. It was the lack of this full and free acknowledgment of the Spirit's work that led us to read critically, and so much
condemnatory, the book before us. "Him that honoureth me I will
honour," and sure we are that, in proportion as the Holy Ghost is honoured
in His person and work, in that proportion will He bless.
We cannot close this already lengthy review without saying, that there
is much-very much-in the book before us which we cannot but endorse;
at the same time we are bound to say it contains much that is defective
and erroneous. There is such a blending of free-grace and free-will-this
of God, and that of the creature-as to make it a sad admixture. The
tares and the wheat are growing together, so much so as painfully to
perplex and greatly bewilder yOllllg and unstable minds. They will have
to learn and unlearn-receive and reject. Much that they will find within
these pages will run directly counter to a living and heartfelt experience.
Hence we would commend them the more earnestly" to the law and to
the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there
is no light in them."

Personal Experience of Roman Catholicism, with Incidents of Convent Life
By ELIZA RroHARDsON. London: Morgan and, Ohase, 38, Ludgate Hill.
This work is by the Authoress of" The Veil Lifted," a work of which
we spoke so highly some time ago. This is more the writer's own experience, how she was led on step by step into the usages of Romish
superstition; how craftily the net was thrown around her, until at last
.she left her home, friends, and native land, to enter on a convent life.
Thoroughly sincere in all her motives, very painful are the efforts to
pierce through the darkness around her; very plaintive her cries for
mercy and help. But God had not forsaken her, though in a foreign
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land; and soon light breaks in on the benighted soul. She had been
brought up a Protestant, and her mind is so shocked by the worship
of the Virgin, by the images she sees i~ every direction. All this is
more apparent abroad than at home. She cannot reconcile this idolworship with her own conscience. Gradually the mist breaks around
her; a long illness follows, in which she is brought to feel and see her
own nothingness and inability to do anything for her salvation. Then
the light of the Sun of righteousness bursts on her; the day-spring
from on high hath visited her, and the shadows flee away. Ere long
she is brought back to her home and friends, a humble, but happy
penitent. _ We would wish to recommend this excellent little work to
our young friends especially, who are dazzled may be by the light of a
false religion. Oh that they may be rescued, ere it is too late, from
the wiles and blandishments of the arch deceiver!
Ministering GhilrJiren. A Sequel. By MARIA LOUISA CHARLESWORTH:
Seeley, J ackson, and Halliday, Fleet Street.-All who have read" Ministering Children," will be delighted with this Sequel. The old familiar
characters of Herbert, the young Squire, the Smiths at the farm;
Patience and many others, we meet with again, now grown up to manhood and womanhood, and in their different spheres fulfilling the
eleventh commandment: "Love one another." There is a peculiar
charm in Miss Charlesworth's writings, both for young and old. The
interest is soon awakened in her works, which makes one sorry to lay.
them down when they are finished. We wish this work all the success
its predecessor had. And, if it makes any of its young readers more
thoughtful in ministering love to others, surely it will not have been
written in vain.
THE SINNER MAY SAY.
" I WILL believe, I do believe,
Sinner, if thou art one of those
I fell in Adam's fall,
He pm'posed to redeem,
But in the Second Adam saved,
Thou wilt approve of sovereign
If I am saved at all."
grace,
And love this Gospel scheme.
Sinner, if you are taught thus far
"Man's doings will not suit this case,"
It is a mercy-lift,
Methinks I hear thee say;
And 'tis a mercy next to know
"How can T, Lord, redeem my debt,
Salvation is a gift.
When I have nought to pay?
" Brought" to the soul by power
"
'Tis
this salvation suiteth mtl
divine,
A beggar though I am,
The soul" brought" to receive;
When there must be a sacrifice,
" Brought" to desire a better home,
But Christ Himself the Lamb."
Thy former home to leave.
Such
is the sinner He will sa-ve,
" Bro~ght " to exchange thy rags of
The Spirit's work he owns.
SIn
And such a suppliant brought by Him
For robes of righteousness,
For all his debts atones.
And brought to trust beneath His
Then, smitten sinner,doubt no more,
wings
For peace and plenteousness.
There's hope concerning thee,
Keep by the footsteps of the flock
All! "brought," "compelled," made
Till thou the Shepherd see.
willing too,
Glad interview! He'll own the faith
When the" set time" was come,
By which He ope'd thine eyes,
To find that thou couldst nothing
do,
And now thou'lt read thy title clear
But allfor thee was done.
To mansions in the skies.
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"Can ye not discern the signs of the times? "-MATT. xvi. 3.

ONCE again the annual meetings of the great religious societies have been
held in the metropolis, and, on the whole, they appear to have been most
interesting and encouraging. The attacks which have been lately made upon
Gospel truth and om' Protestant constitution, and the advances of Popery,
Ritualism, and infidelity, seem to have had the effect of stirring up the Societies' friends and supporters to increased efforts on their behalf, and bolder
advocacy of their cause. The Ohurch Missionary Society acknowledges an
income for the past year of upwards of £150,000; the Wesleyan Missionary
Society, £148,000; the London Missionary Society, £100,000; and the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel, £91,000. The income of the Religious
Tract Society for the last year was stated to be £110,000, and its circulation
at home and abroad forty-six millions of distinct publications; the circulation
of the Scriptures also, by means of the Bible Society, amounted to nearly two
millions and a-half of copies. Surely this is most encouraging, and is a cause
for deep thankfulness. Om country may in gre::.t part be enveloped in spiritual
darkness, there may be amongst us much to deplore, yet still we have abundant
reason to rejoice that there is some spiritual light existing amongst us, and
.that that light shines forth to many distant lands, making known to them the
way of salvation-the glad tidings of the Gospel of Jesus. The report of the
Bible Society was especially interesting; in spite of every obstacle, the Society's work has been gaining ground in almost every country and among men
of every creed; most cheering accounts of the benefits resulting from it continue to arrive from the Oontinent, and the late war seems to have been made
a means for the extension of its labours, and conferring a blessing upon many
thousands of soldiers. In Ohina 94,000 copies of the Scriptures haye been
oil'culated in one year; and upwards of£31,000 have been receiYed during the
same period from foreign countries as the produce of copies purchased.
The trials of the persons implicated in the Fenian conspiracy are still going
on, and bringing to light more fully the folly of its poor deluded votaries, and
the intricate nature of their plot. It has been tated in the House of Commons
that the Roman Oatholic priests have had nothing to do with this evil work,
that they have publicly denounced it, and therefore they are to be regarded as
truly loyal subjects. Never was there a more mistaken idea. Anyone intimately acquainted with. the sister isle must know full well, that, although the
priests have not pU1:llicly countenanced this Fenian movement, they have been
at the bottom of-it. They themselves may not have been perBonallyengaged
in it, they do not seem indeed to have had anything to do with it; but the
tendency of their teachin/; has been continually such as would lead to it;
they have placed before their flocks in the strongest terms many imaginary
grievances, and advised them to use every effort to rid themselves of them; is
it any wonder then that those flocks, acting blindly upon their advice, have
expo~ed themsehes to the charge of high treason? Who is most to blame,
the teacher or the taught? Of course, now that the effort has failed, the
first promoters disavow all connexion with it; but, if the result had been different, how different would have been their conduct! As an example, we may
turn to the case of an Irish Roman Oatholic Bishop, Dr. Moriarty. He has
been brought forward in the House of Oommons as an example of loyalty, and
as being anxious to preserve the peace of his country. This was because he
publicly cursed the Fenians in his chapel. But what principles does he at the
same time inculcate? In a letter addressed to his priests, he reminds them
of "the long years of persecution [! ] through which the Ohmch of Ireland
has passed-the terrible machinery of the penal laws by which the people

.~
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have been depri,ed of their civil rights [lJ;" and says that "there was and is
a sympathy with rebellion, because of its antagonisn to an authority they
hate;" that" for the millions emancipation has had no practical or appreciable resul ; for them the past still lives in the present. They think they
are an oppressed race. England is for them an enemy's country. Patriot~sm,
which elsewhere means a devoted love of the laws and institutions of the
country, here means hatred of them. Political sense is all awry. Men live in
the hope of what they call a deliverance from their native land." And therefore he concludes that" there can be no peace in the land; irritation of feeling, mutual distrust, hatred of law and of authority, rebellion held in leash,
all the hinges of society disjointed. Such must be the condition of Ireland."
What sentiments more likely to rouse an enthusiastic, excitable people to rash
rebellion than these? The Fenian insurrection, however, will probably teach
Ireland a lesson that she will not soon forget-a lesson all the more terrible
and lasting, because of the secret, quiet way in which the effort was allowed
to mature itself, and then powerfully crushed before it had time to bmst forth,
or win for itself a little transient glory. Thus real abiding good may, in
God's good Providence, be brought out of seeming evil; but we really pity the
poor deluded wretches who have for it forfeited their liberties and lives, some
of them evincing courage and talent worthy of a better cause.
The Earl of Shaftesbury deserves the hearty thanks of all true members of
the Church of England for the manly and persevering way in which he has
brought forward his Vestments Bill, a bill which will probably inflict a
severer blow and discouragement upon the Ritualists than they have ever yet
received. This bill simply re-enacts what was the statute law of the land in
the reign of Edward VI.; and what has been the unbroken usage of the
Chmch ever since, except for a short interval during the reign of Queen
Mary. Upwards of 800 petitions have already been presented in favour of it,
and, although the debate upon it has been adjourned for two months, we may
yet hope to see it become law.
We should also be truly thankful if the bill now before Parliament for the
entire closing of public houses on the Sabbath day were permitted to pass.
It is a measure greatly needed, and one that would be an immense boon to
our country. Who is there that has not noticed the uproarious crowds that
assemble together in public houses on Sunday evening, a nuisance and a disgrace to many a quiet neighbourhood? The ruinous effects of strong drink
are frightful; anything that puts a check upon them must be most desirable.
An interesting letter has recently been published, written 123 years ago, by
Dr. Wilson, Bishop of Sodor and Man, at eighty-two years of age, which is
well worthy of attention at the present day. It is as follows :Bishops Court, July 27, 1744.

GOOD BROTHER,-I understand that there are, of late, great quantitys of
Brandy and other spirituous distill'd liquors landed & to be landed amongst
us: This, in all probability, will bring those most pernicious Liquors, and the
Drinks made of them to their former low price amongst us. Our duty, therefore, will oblige us to Forewarn our Younger People of the sad mischiefs
which may attend their being tempted to taste them in any shape mix'd or
unmix'd, lest they fall in love with them unawares, & at last bring themselved
to Untimely Ends; scores of Instances of which we have had amongst us
within these few years.-I have, therefore, sent you a few little pieces proper
to be ·put into the hands of such thoughtful young people as you may hope
will profit by them.-This, with a little of yoT good and serious advice, may,
thro' the blessing of God, save many a soul from ruin.-And I hope every
clergyman in the Diocese, will take this occasion, in his Sunday Evenings,
Catechetical Lectmes to exhort both young & old, of the danger of coming
within the Borders of this destructive Poyson, as they value the Health of
their bodys; or the salvation of their souls. As for such as are already in
the snare, there is little hopes of extricating them by this way. It must be a
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miracle of mel;cy and Providence, if they shall be reclaimed by any the
severest methods, & brought to Repentance and amendmt of life. I am yo'
affect Friend & Brother,
THO. SODOR & MAN.
We much regret to hear that Dr. Newman is about to establish a RQman
Catholic Mission at Oxford. It is said that he has already secured a site for
an oratory church and buildings in an eligible part of Oxford; that a large
outlay is contemplated, and that every accessory which can gi,e grandeur
and fascination to the mission will be employed. In days gone by, when a
strong spirit of opposition to Popery was generally in existence, this would
have been of little consequence, but in the present age, when there is so much
semi-Popery amongst us, and when the young especially are so apt t~ be led
away by its seductive charms, it implies an additional danger which parents
will do well to take precautions against.

ANSWER TO THE EARL OF RODEN'S LETTER.
[See last number.]-

DEAR LORD RODEN,-Qn behalf of the Committees of the Religious
Societies we have to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's letter addressed to them. It has been a source of sincere regret to all the friends
of these Societies to miss this year from his wonted place at their anniver~
saries, the nobleman who has so long been their kind and presiding patron.
That regret is much deepened by the consideration that his absence was
caused by bodily infirmity. It is our earnest prayer that it may please
our heavenly Father to remove that debility, and, in His sovereign mercy,
gratify the longing desires of many to see him again take part in the
public proceedings of the April Meetings. The Church in Ireland cannot
fail to cherish a sacred remembrance of the sainted men to whose piety
and devotedness your Lordship so touchingly referred. Their hallowed
names must ever be imperishably enshrined in the hearts and memories
of all who love the Church, "whose faith" they would "follow, considering
the end of their conversation: Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day,
and for ever." We thank your LordEhip for the admonitory words you
have addressed to us, and trust, through Divine grace, the clergy and
laity of the Church in Ireland will never forget or disparage the high privileges they have inherit~d from their Protestant forefathers, but eek to
hand them down unimpaired to their children and children's children.
.With earnest supplications to the God of all grace that your Lordship
may be sustained by the Divine arm, and be spared to continue your Christian efforts to promote the peace and prosperity of our Church and country,
We remain, dear Lord Roden, your Lordship's faithful servant : George
Sidney Smith, D.D., William B. Kirkpatrick, D.D., Honorary ecretaries,
Hibernian Bible Society; J ames Irvine, Honorary Secretary of the undayschool Society for Ireland; John W. Hackett, A.M., John Alcock Archdeacon of Waterford, Honorary Secretaries, Irish Society; F. De Baviere,
Honorary Secretary to the Continental Society; A. R. C. Dallas, A.M.,
Honorary Secretary, Irish Church Missions; John Hare, A.M., Maurice
N elyan, A.M., Honorary Secretaries, Jews' Society; Henry GeorgE!
Canoll, A.M., Honorary Secretary, Protestant Orphan Society; Eugene
O'Meara, A.M., Protestant Orphan Society; William Alex. .r eville, A.M.,
Honorary Secretary, Protestant Orphan Society.
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