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GREATER MAJESTY IN FIVE LETTERS THAN IN THE
MIGHTIEST THUNDERSTORM.
"It is I !"-MATT. xiv. 27.
READER, are you not often struck with the many facts contained in
one short chapter concerning our blessed Lord and Master? Within
the compass of a few verses are so commonly to be found such a beautiful and· blessed display of His marvellous love, grace, and mercy.
In immediate connexion with the above five letters we have, for
example, such a sweet opening out of the character of our adorable
Lord. After the facts mentioned in regard to the so summary and
violent death of John the Baptist-which, by the way, seemed to be
a singular closing up of the mission of such a man; but the Lord can
do quite as well without His servants as with them-" Jesus departed
thence by ship into a desert place apart." This movement of Jesus,
in itself considered, would appear strange, as though (humanly
speaking) He were apprehensive of a similar fate with John. This
was not, however, His motive. He had, as it were, spread out before
His ollniiscient mind, in continuous detail, His whole course-that
course He had, from all eternity, covenanted to enter upon, and the
entire requirements of which He had pledged Himself to fulfil.
Consequently, as when on one occasion the people would have taken
Him and made Him a king, He passed through their midst, and
went His way; so now He would not that aught should in the leastwise interfere with the whole covenant scheme in which He was
engaged, and which could not be developed hastily, but which could
alone be opened out by little and little.
Reader, would that 0/11' minds could, in their own little measure
and degree, be imbued with the self-same conviction-would that we
could more fully give heed to the sentiment expressed by our blessed
y

276

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

Lord when He said, "My time is not yet come; but your time is
alway ready," -as much as to say, " You are in such haste; you are
so impatient; you have so little trust; you must see in order to
believe." Ah, reader, who of us must not fall down and plead guilty
to the selfsame charge? Aye, and perhaps some of us know what it
is to be a growing evil-so little faith-such a little holy trust and
childlike dependence-as much, or perhaps more, disposed than ever
to say, with one of old, "If it were so, why am I thus?" We want
this, that, and the other explru·ned. Alas! alas! notwithstanding all
the teachings and the patience and the care and the ten thousand
daily lovingkindnesses, do not at least some of' us know what it is
more than ever to sympathize with the poet:
" 'Not so, my Fa,ther,' oft we sa,y,
'This cross-this pain-remove;'
Too blind to fa,thom wisdom's way,
Or see 'tis sent in love P"

Ah, yes, we have to wait, ere we see this, or ere we are brought afresh
to know the truth of that Scripture, "Now no chastening for the
present is joyous, but grievous: nevertheless c?fterwal'et it yieldeth the
peaceable fruit ofrighteousness unto them which are exercised thereby."
Reader, the" afterward" seems so long in coming, and its approach
is so encompassed with doubts and fears and dark and gloomy dreads
and apprehensions. Yea, it sometimes appears as though the" afterward" would never come, and as though the realization and enjoyment of the" peaceable fruit of righteousness" were an utter impossibility. Nevertheless, that truth still stands-and as much a truth
as ever-" The Lord is good unto them that wali for Him, to the soul
that seeketh Him. It is good that a man should both hope and
quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord." Who knows, beloved,
but what the Lord may again, as in past days and in bygone experiences, surprise and astound us with His marvellous acts and wondrous deliverances? We may yet live to prove, notwithstanding all
our unbelief and slavish fears, that His truth shall be verified,
"Thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee." He may yet put
His hand a second time to the work; and, coming up over all the
mountains of sin and unbelief, again fill our souls 'with joy and gladness. We may yet, beloved, in spite of present darkness and difficulty and doubt, realize the fulfilment of His precious promise, " I
will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice; and your joy no
man taketh from you." Oh, then, that we :c:..ay be enabled to say,
"vVhat time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee."
But have we not, beloved, a key to this sweet mercy of manifestation and renewed deliverance, in the movements of Jesus as here
given? "He departed thence by ship into a desert place apart."
" A desert place apart!" Observe this. There can nothing be very
attractive or desirable, to the fleshly mind at least, in a" desert place."
With such place is associated the idea of dreariness, desolation,
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danger. Yet this was the place that Jesus chose literally to resort
to; and, moreover, it was to this place, drear ano. desolate as it was,
He drew the people: for, "when the people had heard thereof, they
followed Him on foot out of the cities."
Beloved, is it not precisely so in a way of experience? Where.
does the Lord imperceptibly but effectually lead His people, but into
th desert place, and what for but expressly to make Himself known
to them there? Mark that sweet Scripture, by the prophet Hosea,
"Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her. And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for the door of hope: and
she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day
when she came up out of the land of Egypt. And it shall be at that
day, saith the Lord, that thou shalt call me Ishi; and shalt call me
no more Baali" (Hosea ii. 14-16). Assuredly, when the Lord is
about to bestow spiritual benefits upon His people, He leads them
forth into a place of darkness and desolation as far as human sight
and sense are concerned. It is there He makes Himself known to
them. Then He unfolds the sweet mysteries of His grace, and
manifests Himself otherwise than He does unto the world.
Observe, beloved, that it was not simply from mere speculation or
curiosity that the people on this occasion followed J esllS, but because
they were in need. They had" their sick." On account of these
they stood in need of the skill and the sympathy of the Good Physician. But for this their necessity, or if they had had all they wanted,
in all probability they had not gone in quest of Jesus. Oh, then,
what a mercy in this respect, dear reader, is it to be a poor helpless
creature-to be placed in such circumstances as to be such a character
as to stand absolutely in need of the kind and gracious interposition
of' Him who has all hearts in His hand and all matters under His
divine control! It is but little, indeed, after all, beloved, that we
know personally and e~perimentally of Jesus; but should we have
known even that little without we had been the subjects of trial and
sorrow and perplexity and affliction? It was this our necessitous
position that has compelled us, out of dire necessity, to follow J esllS
even unto the" desert place," in order that we might obtain help and
succour in our various times of need. Oh, does not our little personnl and experimental knowledge of Him invariably stand connected
with times (humanly speaking) of bitterness and sorrow? What but
this has rendered us so familiar with the language, "Thou hast
known my soul in adversities?"
Beloved, how sweet is the testimony, "And Jesus went forth [so
that He was, I1S it were, hidden even in the desert place-it implies a
seeking and a tradin[J time, even after the people had followed Him on
foot out of the oities], and saw a great multitude, and was moved
with compassion toward them; and He healed their sick." " Moved
with compassion toward tltem!" Ah, who shall say, how oft the like
spirit possesses our great High Priest, who can be "touched with the
y
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feeling of our infirmities," as "He beholds us down in these low
lands, in the midst of"all our bitterness and grief and conflict? Who
can conceive of the throbbings of His tender he:ut towards His poor
despised, Satan-assaulted, sin-burdened followers? Surely they cannot be "forgotten of Him." He cannot be indifferent to the warfare in which they are engaged. He must remember the world in
the midst of which He has placed them, and through which He is
leading them. The scenes of suffering and privation through which
He, as "the Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief," personally
passed must be too familiar to Him, and too perpetually presenting
themselves to His own eternal mind, to allow Him to forget or be
indifferent to His struggling brethren. Ho cannot be unmimlf'ul of
His gracious and so timely pledge, "I will not leavo you comfortless; I will come unto you." Their feelings and their fears cannot
interfere with, much less lead, Him to forego His promise or forget
His word. "Though we believe not, He abideth faithful; He cannot deny Himself." No, no, blessed be God! Hence, ye timid and
ye trembling ones, ye may well take comfort from Hios own gracious
exhortation, "Is there any among you that feareth the Lord, that
obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath
no light? let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon His
God." Well may we respond, " I will trust, and not be afraid; for
the Lord J ehovah is my strength and song; He also is become my
salvation."
"And when it was evening, His disciples came to Him, saying,
This is a desert place, and the time is now past; send the multitude
away, that they may go into the villages, and buy themselves
victuals" (vel'. 15). Beloved, mark you how the multitude tarried
even in the "desert place." Ah, why? Because Jesus was there!
Many doubtless only knew Him nominally-not savingly; yet even
this mere nominal interest caused them to tarry. They beheld what
He did for others. They saw the sick healed, and they were amazed
and interested. But to have felt personally His power-to have
realized individually His goodness-they must themselves also personally have been the subjects of a felt need. It was those who had
been sick could speak experimentally of His skill and His tenderness.
Ah, how different their feelings as they returned to the city whence
they came forth!
" But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them
to eat. And they S'1y unto Him, We have but five loaves and two
fishes." His poor disciples, what could they do? "Give ye them to
eat." How utterly vain would have been such a direction, but for
the putting forth of the omnipotent power of Him "who spake as
never man spake." What a distinction, beloved, between the "ye"
and the" we" and the" me !" Ah, that mighty" me!" "Bring
them hither to me!" Tho disciples were at a loss to conceive what
was to be done. They, roader, like you and our own poor fallen
selves, could not look beyond mere appearances. First, they suggest
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that th multitnde should be sent away to th villaO'es, to blly thems Iv vi tuals. Next, the five loaves and th tw fishes would seem
to b th veriest absurdity, in regard to me tinrr th wants of so great
0. multitude.
"What are they among so many?" is nature's comm ut. But oh, when He-the almighty n -so.ys, "Bring them
hi h r to me!" How condescending and how gracious that He
eh uld make use of these. What an encouragement this-how rich
0. proof that He does not" despise the day of small things"-that
He will recognize the means, however trivial or seemingly unworthy.
"Bring them hither to me!" Ah, let us see what He can do.
What were the five loaves or the two fishes in themselves, or what
could the disciples make of them P Ah, what indeed? But let us
contemplate the power and handiwork of Jesus.
"And He commo.nded the multitude to sit down on the grass."
w uld not have th m take a mere hurried or uncomfortable
r po. t, but a aIm, 1 isur , deliberate meal. He then." took the
flv loaves and the two fishes" -took them from His disciples into
His own hands-" and, looking up to heaven"-ah, what a look
must that have been-a grateful, adoring, familiar, Father-hor,ouring
look !-" He blessed, and brake;" with His own lips blessed, with His
own hand brake the bread; "and gave the loaves to His disciples,
and the disciples to the multitude." Beloved, think you did ever
that multitude partake of such a meal, or enjoy.such bread, as that?
Oh, but for the hardness and unbelief and desperate vileness of the
human heart, with what adoring wonder must they have communed
one with the other, as they thus sat before the Son of Man, and thus
beheld. and partook of His supernatural power and divine compassion.
And, beloved, be the provision either providential or spiritual, is
there anything to be compared with that which Jesus gives? The
longer the waiting-time, mark you-the more destitute the soul-the
more necessitous the condition of the creature-the less man has to
do in the administration of succour and supply, the more manifestively that supply of God! and the sweeter faith's participation, in
the present recognition of a Father's hand and a Brother's love!
Reader, do you know anything of the most timely interposition of a
covenant God on your behalf? Can you point to times and seasons
in regard to which you have been compelled to say, "This is the
Lord's doings, and it is mn,rvellous in mine eyes p" Oh, then, be
assured, Ho will renew the mercy! for "He is of one mind, and
none can turn Him, nor say, What doest Thou?"
" And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the
fragments that remained twelve baskets full. And they that had
eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and children.
And straightway Jesus constrained His disciples to get into a ship,
and to go before Him unto the other side, while He sent the multitudes away" (vel'. 20-'-22).
Here is a further proof of the
power of Jesus, and renewed evidence that He needed no creature-help. One would have supposed, that, if ever the aid of the
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disciples were necessary, it was now in the sending away under such
circumstances of so great a multitude-now that they had "eaten
and were filled"-and would be the more disposed to tarry from
curiosity. It was clear, however, that no such help was necessary.
It was but for the Lord to call into exercise His divine authority,
and that would suffice to constrain the people to do as seemed good
in His sight. The after-facts disclose the great secret that Jesus had
other objects in view. Hence He would blend circumstance with
circumstance, and blessedly connect and combine His gracious acts.
His object was to instruct and fortify the hearts and minds of His
dear disciples; and do observe, beloved-and what an example for
His ministers I-as the Lord just before" looked up to heaven, and
blessed," before He gave to His disciples and His disciples to the
multitude, so, before He gave to His disciples further proof of His
absolute power and Godhead, He "went up into a mountain apart to
pray; and, when the evening was come, He was there alone."
Beloved, we must pause here. What about this praying? What
about this being alone? Assuredly some of us, at least, must plead
guilty, and fall under condemnation in this respect. Where is the
disposition for pmye?', where the seeking to be alolle, which once,
by comparison with the present, we knew so much about? To speak
feelingly and experimentally, perhaps some of us may be so placed in
the providence of God as almost of necessity to be thrown much alone;
and one would suppose that of a corresponding necessity there would
be delight in prayer, much holy communion, much sweet fellowship
with God-and especially as years increase-and earth's broken ties
would seem to invite Ohristward and heavenward. Ah, but, alas!
alas! it may be that the very reverse is felt. Little or no disposition
to be (done, but remaining earthly objects more clung to and tenaciously grasped lest they also should be severed from us. As to prayer,
little better than a mere set, cold, formal stringing of words together,
with only just now and then any feeling or power. For most part
naught but a kind of stunned, barren, lifeless insensibility, an utter
powerlessn,ess in lifting the thoughts or directing the desires Ohristward or heavenward. Somewhat like the condition of the poor
man, who on his way from Jerusalem to Jericho had fallen among
thieves, who stripped him and wounded him, and left him half
dead. No good Samaritan as yet passing by, to pour in oil and
wine, and in that his po!\,erless condition to raise him up and seat him
on his own beast, and take him to an inn. Ah, reader, this is trying
experience, and proves to a demonstration that no human means, no
special providences in themselves, no creature-power or man's devices,
no cloistered seclusiveness, no monkish mummeries, no assumed or
pretended sanctity, can accomplish anything. It is the Holy Ghost,
and the Holy Ghost alone, as He sees fit to put forth His sovereign
power, that can awaken in our cold and callous hearts a spirit of grace
and supplication,and create in us a holy longing for sweet fellowship
and heart-ta-heart communion with Him who at such seasons renders
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Himself" the Chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether lovely."
And how well may such fa.cts-and facts they are-lead poor souls to
seek for grace from on high, to be satisfied with the position in which
God places them. Our God knows what is best for us. He knows
wh re to put us, and how to exercise us. It is well to be " contented
with such things as we have;" and not to encourage the idea, even
for a moment, that any other position or different circumstances to
those in which we are now placed would best minister to God's glory
and our good. "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?"
" What we know not now we shall know hereafter." In all probability, poor dear travailing souls, we shall hereafter look back upon
our present position with perfect wonder and amazeJ?lent! And, however at a loss we may now be as to what the Lord's purpose can
possibly be in so leading and so dealing with us, we shall by-and-by
admire the wisdom, and acknowledge the goodness, and testify of the
power and the love and the mercy that has so wisely and so graciously
been conducting us when and where we had least consciousness or
apprehension of the fact. Beloved, we are called to "walk by faith,
not by sight."
But" the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves:
for the wind was contrary." Reader, what a time of tumult and tossing it is when our poor £rail barks are left to contend, apparently
alone, with the winds and the waves. What more significantly represents the condition of the soul under anxiety and pressure and the
hidings of the dear Redeemer's countenance than the description
of the mariner, as given by the Psalmist, " They mount up to the
heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted
because of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken
man, :1nd are :1t their wits' end." "And in the fourth watch of the
night." Observe, beloved, it was towards morning. Ah, how blessed
when day breaks upon the poor previously dark and benighted soul;
then" the shadows indeed flee :1way." "Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea." Mark, there W:1S no ch:1nge in their circumstances;
their condition as to :1ctual f:1cts was precisely the same; the storm
had not abated, the wind had not changed, nor had they reached the
land; yet withal there was an essential difference. In yonder distance, :1mid the howling of the tempest and the raging of the billows,
a great, a glorious Personage appears. Jesus it is, "1calking on the
sea." Significant proof, beloved, that He has control of and absolute
dominion over all the afflictions and trials and painful troublous circumstances through which we may be called to pass. But, although
Jesus appears, He is not at first known as Jesus; for, "when the disciples saw Him, walking on the sea, they were troubled, s8Jying, It is
a spirit; and they cried out for fear." So that a kind of superstitious
fear is no new thing. Where there is, as it were, a constant communion with unsecn and eternal realities, the poor sensitive, nervous
frame of man is extremely likely to be affected, and, in a certain
sense, to sympathize. Hence many of the most spiritually-minded in
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a saving sense are the most timid and fearful and nervous in a
natural sense. Their faith does not raise them above their fears in
this respect. Nay, we doubt not, that with many of the dear children
of God these fears and this naturnJ timidity and shrinking, it may
be, from the literal darkness, constitutes in no small degree their
" thorn in the flesh;" and its very insignificancy helps to constitute
it a trial, because it exposes them to the charge of weakness and unmanliness. Whereas those who vaunt themselves in their courage,
and boast themselves of their fearlessness, not unfreqnently become
in one moment the veriest cowards imaginable, fleeing, as it were,
from their own shadow; whilst, on the contrary, those who have most
shrunk from darkness and danger are commonly in times of peril
possessed from on high with the most perfect calmness, fearlessness,
and holy confidence.
"But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good
cheer; it is I; be not afraid. And Peter answered Him and said,
Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come unto Thee on the water. And He
said, Oome" (vel'. 27-29). "Straightway "-so promptly-so immediately. "They cried out for fear," but Jesus would not have
them the subjects of further fear. It had reached its climax. They
had had enough to do with the storm and the tempest. He would not,
therefore, have them more tried and more troubled. Hence He
"straightway spake unto them," and oh, what words-what good
words-what comfortable words-" Be of good cheer; it is I; be not
afraid." Ah, beloved, let the storm rage never so furiously; let the
blast be like thunder; and the waves rise mountains high, so that
the destruction of the frail bark seems inevitable, yet only let Jesus
appear-let but His gracious" It is I" be heard, and how instantaneously is all fear and all disquietude assuaged! He speaks; and,
though there may be no change in circumstances, yet there is a
change in the feelings. Instantly" there is a great calm" in the
soul, which just before was tossed and troubled to the utmost. Ah,
that wonderful "It is I!" No, how can any be afraid when the
great "I AM THAT I AM" is known and felt to be at hand?
Yes, Thou holy and beloved One, only let Thy gracious voice be
heard-only sweetly whisper" It is I ! "-and then
"Cheerful, where'er Thy hand shall lead,
The darkest paths we'll tread,
And joyful quit these mortal shores,
To commune with the dead."

Reader, listen for the" It is I !" Hearing it, you will no longer
be afraid.
THE EDITOR.
St. Luke's, Beclminster, .L1.pril28, 1868.
There is nothing more antiscriptural than to speak of conditions of
mercy.
Christ is able to save unto the uttermost all that come unto God by
Him.
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Read Ezekiel Lxxiv., wherein is Jehovah's reproof of the shepherds
who :£ ed not the fio le, who str ngthen not th dis ased, who heal not the
sick, and bind not up the broken-hearted, the result of which is, the sheep
are scattered. But, after sharply reproving the false shepherds, and
declaring Himself against them, the Lord promises to interpose His
own hand, to seek and to !learch out the scattered sheep, and bring them
into the fold, a condition of things descriptive of the present state of the
Ohurch.
Pray for our beloved country, that God would prevent Roman tyranny
from gaining the ascendancy, and preserve to us the glorious Gospel of
His grace. And besiege the mercy-seat for the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit upon the faithful of our land, that there may be a revival of pure
truth in our pulpits.
~ltlrit.Ct.

THIEVES AND TRAITORS IN THE CAMP.
" Some remove the landmarks;" " They take away the sheaffrom the hungry;"
" The tabernacles of robbers prosper. "-JOB xxiv. 2, 10; xii. 6.
SUCH was the plaintive cry of poor Job in his affliction; and that his
language had reference to something mOre than his temporal losses is
evident from his previous longing, "Oh that I knew where I might find
Him; that): might come even to His seat, I would order my cause before
Him, and fill my mouth with arguments." So that it was the absence of
the Lord and the deprivation of spiritual advantages he mourned, and, while
looking to those who ought to have helped him in his distress, alas! they
proved but false comforters who" removed the landmarks," and" took
away the sheaf from the hungry." This language seems so applicable to
the present state of things, and there are many of the Lord's servants in
bitterness of soul, lamenting the work of similar" traitors in the camp,"
that it is laid upon us to expose their craft, and uphold those landmarks
they are trying to destroy. Now, in matters temporal all need something
to guide them. The child, if left to run wild, would be in constant
danger of wounding and injuring itself; but, let a mother's hand be grasped
and falls and tumbles will be avoided. The tra.veller, if there were no
signposts by the wayside, would be at a loss to know which way to turn,
and the mariner while sailing along the coast takes his observations from
certain beacons and lighthouses, and, when land is lost sight of, he has his
compass and quadrant to help him to arrive at his whereabouts. How much
more is this the case in things spiritual; all have something to guide
them. The child of grace has the hand of a heavenly Parent to guide
him over the ruts of life, the traveller Zienward is mightily helped by
"the King of tlie city," and with many a "landmark" by the way. And
the spiritual mariner has the Captain of his salvation at the helm, and
many a beacon to warn him off dangerous reefs and shoals. But there
are traitors in the camp, who would have the child lean upon its own
native strength, who would remove the old" landmarks" and leave the
pilgrim to lose his way in a land abounding with wild beasts, and who
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would take chart and compass from the mariner, and leave him to make
shipwreck of his faith upon the sunken reefs of superstition and infidelity.
Indeed, the state of things in the present day seems to be the fulfilment
of the apostle Paul's prophecy in his epistle to Timothy. " The time will
come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears, and they shall
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables."
Now these teachers having itching' ears who the unfaithful are" heaping to
themselves "-these are thieves and traitors in the camp who are removing the ancient" landmarks," and are" taking away the sheaf from
the hungry." We will point to
I. Some of the good old landmarks that these thieves are trying to
remove, and to
11. Some of the sheaves that they are taking away from hungry souls.
HI. To enjoin you, beloved, to "hold fast the profession of your faith
without wavering."
Let, 0 Lord, the calm of a sanctified spirit rest upon us. Let the power
of Thy salvation be realized, that precious souls may be "holpen with a
little help," and all done to the glory of our dear Redeemer, whose we are
and whom we serve.
We noticeI.

SO~fE

OF THE ANCIENT LANDMAllICS THAT THE THIEVES AllE TllYING

TO REMOVE :FROM us.
And we draw attention to1. The good old landmark of the word of God-that unerring guideforsooth, the thieves tell us now it is rotten, and not to be depended
upon-it is an old roll that the pilgrim need no longer wear in his
bosom, because it is out of date, and not suitable to this age of intelligence; and so they would leave us to get to heaven by some other
means, and then climb up some other way. But the same is a thief
and a robber, and never will get within the golden courts without this
good old roll to present at the pearly gates. These traitors obj Bct to
this, that, and the other of the precious word of life, because it does
.not come up to their idea of things. To our mind, the attempts that
have been made of late to subvert the authenticity of the Soriptur s 0.1'0
but the revival of Tom Paine's objections, as given us in his" Ag f
Reason," and all amounts to this: it is poor, feeble man putting hims If
into the judgment-seat, and bringing up his Creator at the bar of carnal
reason. We would not be in that presumptuous man's position for ten
thousand worlds. Rather let us be led by the graces of the Spirit into
the chambers of the word of God. As dear old John Bunyan wrote;" Now Prudence, Piety, and Oharity took Ohristian into the study of
the beautiful house, and showed him records of gr at antiquity, and told
him therefrom of the pedigree of the Lord of the Rill, that He was th
Son of 'the Antient of days,' and read to him the acts done, and th
names of many hundreds that He had taken into His service, and how
He had placed them in habitations that would neither by length of days
or decay of nature be dissolved. Then they read to him the worthy a ta
that some of His servants had done, as, that they had subdued kingd ms,
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of li 118,
quench d the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out f w 0,] ness were made strong, waxed valiant in fights, and turned to flight th
armios of the aliens."
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Ah, this is what we can understand concerning this precious word of
life. It is the word of God (Rom. iii. 2). It was written by holy men
of old (Heb. i. 1). It was penned under the direction of God (2 Peter i.
21). It contains the revelation of God (Psalm cxxxviii. 2). It reveals
what J hovah has d n (Psalm lxxviii. 4). It is God's will to His
children; ther fore hould it be w II studied (John v. 39). It is the best
companion we can have; therefore hould it b read daily (Acts xvii. 11).
Ohrist is the sum and substance of it (John i. 1-5). And blessed be the
man who reads it with an understanding heart and by the teaching of the
Spirit (Rev. i. 13). For the Holy Ghost inspired it; therefore must the
Holy Ghost interpret it.
Let us do all we can to send this good old book to distant parts; let us
also circulate it among the heathen at home, for verily they abound. Within
sight of this spot a visitor called the other day upon a wretched old
man, and asked him if he had ever heard of Jesus Ohrist. He replied,
"There's no mon of that name flver lived in these yere parts." This
surely is ignorance not to be surpassed in heathen lands. We shall do
well to look close at home; and, oh, 1 t us personally esteem this precious
word, which is able to make us wise unto salvation.
" May this blest volume ever lie
Olose to my heart and near my eye!
And we notice that the thieves in the camp are also trying to rob us of2. The old landmark of the preaching of the Gospel of Christ.-Well, but
have we not plenty of preachers in the present day and crowded congregations ? Yes, as the apostle said, "The people are heaping to themselves
teachers;" but, as in Ohrist's time, there were plenty who pressed round
Him who were His enemies at heart, so now it is the solitary one here
and there that in love, faith, and felt need really touches the hem of His
garment. We do not wish to take the position of "a wailing prophet,"
or portray things as they are not; nor yet to go to the extent of one who
upon the declining influence of the pulpit has declared, "the pulpit is
fallen, the glory of the ministry is departed." We trust not yet, although
we fear our national sins are fast bringing about such a state of things;
for it must be obvious to all that the preachers of the day mostly have
departed from the standards of the faith, are indifferent to the fundamentals of our most holy religion, and are obscuring the doctrines of
grace under human wisdom and talent; and we, for one, could earnestly
desire for a return to such primitive preaching as the apostle Paul's when
he declared, "And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of
God. For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus
Ohrist, and Him crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear,
and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching was not with
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and
of power: that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in
the power of Gud." Oh for such preaching as this! But now how do
the children of God go from one place to another, and come away saying,
with Hezekiah, "I have digged, and drank strange waters." Is it not so,
beloved? We want the preaching that comes home with power upon the
heart; that sets forth and unfolds a precious Christ; that feeds the
never-dying soul, and establishes one in the divine verities of the Gospel.
We want the preaching that makes a poor depressed one forget his care,

286

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

and drop his burden at the foot of the cross; that bids the pilgrim pursuo
his way nothing doubting, and causes the Ohristian to come away saying,
"Truly our fellowship was with the Father, and His Son Jesus Ohrist."
Oh, then, how precious is the preaching of the word, and" how beautiful
are the feet of them that preach the Gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things." What a different matter it is altogether when
felt and realized and enjoyed; then" What wisdom, majesty, and grace
Through all the Gospel shine;
'Tis God tkLt spe,.Lks, and we confess
The doctrine all divine."
And, then, further, the thieves in the camp are trying to remove from us,
3. The old landnulIrk of the deep necessity for the inspiration of the Holy
Ghost.-Oh, when do we hear now of this necessity? Surely it must bo
that the preachers have not felt personally the power of the Spirit of God,
and, therefore, being but" natural men," cannot tell of that which they do
not possess. But the word of God is a sealed book, and never will be understood but by the teaching of the Holy Spirit. It is a book of mysteries,
and no one has the power to reveal the my"teries of God but the Spirit of
God. "The Lord God," saith Amos, "revealeth His secret unto His servants the prophets." And none are truly His servants but those unto
whom He does reveal His secrets, "the mysteries of the kingdom." Oh
to realize more and more of His gracious unfoldings! Oh to be like
Stephen, "men full of faith and of the Holy Ghost."
Be it ours to rejoice in those blessed daily drawings to Jesus that the
Holy Spirit's influence can alone effect. Our Lord in His parable spoke
of those who made light of eternal things, and went to their farms and
their merch.andize. Blessed be God, beloved, you and I can appeal to
Him and say, "Lord, Thou knowest we are not making light of such
things, they are hourly upon our minds; and, though we go forth to our
merchandize day by day, Thou knowest the deep things of eternity press
heavily upon us; and, when busy in the engagements of life, oh, how we
do love those precious liftings up of soul, sips by the way, and communications of Thy love, which are the working within of the Holy pil'it!
Necessity, then, is laid upon us to honour the Spirit, and, owing tt's w do
i nth so much to Him, we will reverence His holy name. But
noured by the "heaps of teachers" of the present day. But, again,
these traitors in the camp want to take away from us,
4. The old landrrulIrk of tlw glorious Reformation-that grand struggle
that cast God's people so much; for, after the Protestants had sustained
various alternations of reverses and successes, in 1555 was concluded the
peace of religion, which established the reformation in Germany, by securing to the Protestants the free and undisturbed exercise of their religion,
and their total exemption from the usurped jurisdiction of the Roman
Pontiff. By a marvellous effect of Divine Providence, our own highlyfavoured country also participated in the blessings of the Reformation.
An Act of Parliament was passed, by which the power of the Pope in this
country and all connexion with Rome was for ever abolished and h
supremacy of the king in all causes, ecclesiastical and civil, within hi
dominions was re· established. Now, if the Reformation was W l·th
establishing, it is worth maintaining, and it can only be maintain d
by a constant vigilance in support of those principles which it £IJ L cl
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in the sixteenth century. And, dear reader, is it not indeed worth
maintaining? Great and many were the religiou and civil blessings for
which, under God, we are indebted to that glori u and ever-memorable
event-an open Bible, liberty to worship God without let or hindrance,
and freedom from the ever-domineering spirit of Rom. And now, after
rejoicing in the deliverance gained by the glorious Re£ rmatioli, shall we
go back to the thraldom of Popery? God fOl'bid 1 After singing with
glad hearts,
" What hath God wrought let Britain see,
Freed from the plagues of PoperyIts tenfold night, its iron chains,
Its galling yoke, its cruel pains."
Shall we go back again to the black night of superstition? to the chains
of papal power, the yoke of popish degradation, and the cruel pains of a
Spanish inquisition? God forbid! Oh, that dear old England would
wake out of sleep! May God bless our Queen with grace, and retain for us
our Protestant privil g s! There are" traitors in the camp," who would
lead us back to Rom ; may the LOl'd interpose His mighty arm, and save
our country from such degradation. We think it should be remembered
that the history of the Reformation is the history ofthe exteneion ofOhrist's
kingdom, when the Lord Jehovah worked mightily for His people, and to
bring honour to Himself; and woe be to that puny arm that is put forth
to oppose that work, or bring our country back again to the ages of folly and
superstition! Thus have we referred to some of the ancient landmarks
that the traitors in the camp are trying hard to undermine and remove
from us-the imperishable word of God, the preaching of the precious
Gospel of Ohrist, the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, and the glorious
Reformation. Vain are all their attempts, for our God reignetb., and will
not suffer the enemy to triumph. :M:ay we be found, reader, upholding
all that honours Ohrist. And now we willr'efer to-

n.

SOME OF THE SliEAVES TilAT TilEY AUE TAKiNG AWAY FUOM
TilE ilUNGllY.

The pure truth is scarce, the sheep are scattered, the preachers of the
day are for the most part dry, sapless branches bearing no fruit. We have
sermons enough, well pointed, and logically arranged, but, alas! with no
power, so that the hungry are sent empty away; they thirst for the
truth, but it is withheld; they are hungry, and they take away the
sheaves that would satisfy their craving. For instance, rarely now do
the" heaps of teachers" give them1. Tlw sheaf of electing love.-It is a theme, we are told, of the past, not
suitable for the present enlightened age. To many, of course, this doctrine
is particularly obnoxious, and therefore strictly avoided or violently opposed; but with others, when a passn,go upon this point unmistakably
confl'ont.'3 the pron,cher, the modern style is to pare it down and make it
appear, that if you bolieve llnd repont and serve God, you are one of those
who in figurative ]n,ngllage are calleu "God's elect." But this is treachery;
it is making election to be based on the creature's belief, repentance and
servitude to the ignoring of God's will and covenant. But this precious
doctrine is part of God's will, and therefore should be pr'eached. It is
one so full of comfort, that it is a shame to withhold it. Its blessedness is
great; it is a sin to put it in the background. Let it be realized and
enjoyed, then can we siug with dear Toplady-
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" How happy are we
Our election to see,
And venture, 0 Lord, for S:1lV~Ltlon on Thee;
In Jesus :1pprovcc1,
Eternally lovcd,
Upheld by Thy power, we C<1nnot hc movcd."
Further, how rare a thing it is now to have brought boforo us2. The sheaf of "Divine callin.rt·"-Liberalism amI goneralizing seem
now the order of things, to the ignoring of the special work of the Spirit.
The hackneyed call of the prosont day is something liko this: "Christ died
for all the world;" "Goel will have all men to be saved;" "Ho willeth
not that any should perish;" "He SlLYS, 'Come unto mo, now-this
moment, on the spot be savod j' Christ stands with open arms to l' ceive
you." This is the very essenco of free-will, making Christ the Suppliant,
and the poor helpless fallen creature his own saviour. Now a real call
from on high is something more than all this. Our Lord said, "Ye are a
city set upon a hill," therefore we shall not be wrong to appropriate the
prophetic language of that precious 24th Psalm to the kingdom of grace
which is set up in the heart: "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye
lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who
is the King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in
battle." Yes," where the word of a King is, there is power ;" and, when
He commands, "Lift up the gates," the King of glory SIIALL come in j and
"when the Lord opens none can shut." His call is an effectual call out of
death into life-out of darkness into marvellous light.
" What less than Thine almighty voice
Can raise my heart from earth and dust,
And bid me, Lord, in Thee rejoice,
My life, my treasure, and my trust?"
And then, further, how rare a thing it is now to hear anything about,
3. The sheaf of regenerating grace.-The favourite word of the present
day is "conversion," and God forbid that we should undervalue it, for it
is a precious word full of Divine import j but, when it is so put as to
ignore" the new birth," and it is represented that the only thing needful is
believing on tlw spot, it is time that we pointed to that precious word regenerat£on, without which all else is like building upon a foundation of and.
"Verily, verily," said our dear Redeemer to the learned ruler of the Jews,
" Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God;" this
puZzled the great man amazingly, who with all his learning could not
understand this mystery. "How can a man be born when he is old? can
he enter a second time into his mother's womb, and be born?" Jesus
answered: "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." Oh, what a
mercy to have felt what it is to be born ag'ain! Can we not, dear reader,
look back to that memorable time,
'" To-day!" tbe pardoning Saviour cries,
, Salvation to thy house is come;
On wings of sovereign love it flies,
Go, tell the blissful news at home."
Then, f'w:thermore, how completely in the present day there is takon away
from us,
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4. The sheaf of the imputed n:ghteousncss of Cltrist.-Precious doctrine,
scarcely montioned now from the pulpit [ No j much of the preaching of
the present day is to drag us down to earth, to look amidst the rubbish of
the fall for a right ou ness we shall search for in vain j but the Lord's
dear people are daily learning more and more the secret that in all things
that thoy require for time and for eternity they must be "looking unto
Jcsus." Ilo they need strength? Jesus is the stronger Man armed. Do
th y need wisdom? "He is made unto them wisdom." Do they need
any of the gifts and graces of the. Holy Ghost? They must "look to
Je us," for" in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily," so
that they come to a point like this, "I need, righteousness, for I cannot stand in the presence of a holy God without it. If I have not on
this wedding garment, I shall surely be bound hand and foot, and cast
out. What else can I do to obtain it but be found 'looking unto Jesus?'
Here's my stronghold. I am a poor sinful worm, unable to perform a
single righteous act, but my confidence is that Jesus has taken away my
sins and cast them all behind His back, and bid me sing" , Jesus, Thy blood and 1'ighteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.' "
And, then, how seldom is the hungry soul invited to partake of
5. The sheaf of persevering grace.-The prevalent idea is, that human
nature gets more holy every day, and that the sanctification of such is
a progressive work. Now, certainly, David could not have felt this to be
the case when N athan so pointedly brought home his sin upon him with
those words, "Thou art the man." Nor could J onah, upon reflection,
have thought himself a holier man when God said unto him, "Doest
thou well to be angry? And he answered, I do well to be angry, even
unto death." Nor could Peter have thought much of the strength and
stand of human nature when, after all his zealous profession of attachment, he denied his Lord. And, certainly, the apostle Paul could not
have had much faith in progressive sanctification when he said, "0
wretched man that I am [ Who shall deliver me from the body of this
death? " So that we see that Christian experience is against this assumption. Now we can understand grace being given that shall cause
the pilgrim to persevere to the end, according to the promises: "As
thy days thy strength shall be." "My grace is sufficient for thee."
" They that wait upon the .Lord shall renew their strength." So be it
ours, dear reader, to have very lowly views of self, and at the same time
be found joyfully singing" Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
It appears, then, to us that the man is happiest and safest who, having
no confidence in the flesh, is for ever "looking unto Jesus," and crying
to Him, "Lord, undertake for me." Such can rest upon the assurance
that He saves to the uttermost, and, when the dying time comes, will give
dying grace, and He will join the ranks of the glorified ones in heaven.
And then, lastly, we refer to another important theme, that we hear
little of in these days, namely-
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6. The sheaf of deoisionfor God.-Oh, what a rare thing is this-a man
determined, by God's help, to stand boldly by the doctrines of grace,
and live honouring Christ in life, walk, and conversation! The tendency
of the age is to make the (so-called) "best of both worlds," and, as a
consequence of this unholy alliance, we are told that many a clergyman
" may be seen at the Italian Opera," and of others that they are " ci1![Jital
fellows at the card table." We may guess what their congregations are if
such is the conduct of their leaders-blind leaders of the blind, indeed!
But a man who is determined, by the gr9,ce of God, to come out of the
world, as regards its vanities and pleasures; will be deemed censorious,
crabbed, and narrow-minded; but he Will enjoy a peace in his own
mind and serenity of soul that no earthly pleasure Can give. May the
Lord keep us among the few who are decided for Him, and who can
say, "My heart is fixed, 0 Lord! my heart is fixed, not on the trifles
of time, but on the realities of eternity."
Thus have we drawn attention to some of the sheaves of precious
wheat that the unfaithful are withholding from hungry souls-the precious doctrine of " God's eleetin.q love" -the important truth of "Divine
calling "-the vital necessity of "regenerating grace"-the despised doctrine of the "t:mputed nql.teousness of Christ "-the oomforting assurance
that" persevering grace shall be given" -all resulting in "deeisz'on for God ;"
"for by their n:uits shall ye know them." And now, lastly, we wouldIll. AFFEOTIONATELY ENJOIN YOU, BELOVED, TO "HOLD FAST THE PROFESSION
OF YOUR FAITH WITHOUT WAVERING."

It is no slight mercy to be kept in this evil day" stedfast in the faith ;"
" for this know also, that in the last day perilous times shall come." Surely
those perilous times have come. " But continue thou in all things which
thou hast learned, and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast
learned them." May God grant you grace so to do. Oh, that ye may not
soon be shaken in mind or humbled in spirit! The day has most certainly
arrived, when" there shall be a falling away first," previous to the coming
of the Lord; but, brethren, stand fast, and may "the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope through
the power ofthe Holy Ghost."
And now, in closing, we must not omit to refer to one" landmark" that
has done good service, we mean the Gospel Magazine. It is more than a
century old, and has stood the test of many a storm. Oh, pray that its
Editor may be kept faithful to the end, and that its writers may be
especially endowed from on high, that it may still be a monthly sheaf of
precious wheat that shall feed the hungry, and a "Protestant Beacon"
that shall warn spiritual mariners in these stormy and tempestuous times.
May those connected with it never, no, never, be like the many of the day,
who mince and trim the Gospel for the sake of popular applause, who hide
Christ behind the screen of human talent because the people do not want
Him, who preach smooth things, and become all things to all men, that
they may strengthen their position in "the religious world." Such men
are traitors in the camp, who are removing the ancient landmarks by the
wayside, and" taking away the sheaf from the hungry." 0 Lord, keep
us faithful to Thee in this evil day. Our eyes are up unto Thee. Vain is
the help of man.
" Father, from Thy throne in heaven,
Hear the prayer our spirits frame;
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Oh, revive Thy work amongst us,
Spread the knowledge of Thy name.
" Vain is every human effort.
None can stem the tide of ill
But the hand that is almighty,
Bid, oh, bid the waves be still! "
May the Lord grant His blessing upou these few hints, for the dear
Rodeemer's sake. Amen.

G. O.

IlfOl'd.

~mthotcs

anh ®ttmdz.

" Tho preacher Bought to find ont acceptable words."-EcCL. xii. 10.

[There is so mueh truth in the atltle"ed, which we quote from an American paper, that
we cannot refrain from giving the article entire.-ED.]

PULPIT PRODIGIES.
By

REv. THEoDoRE

L.

CUYLEU.

I READ with much interest, in the Zion's Herald of February 20th, a
sketch of the Rev. Dr. John Hall, of New York, from the graceful pen of
the Rev. O. H. A. Bulkley. As a portraiture of the celebrated Irish
preacher, it was quite admirable. Brother Bulkley commends the" simplicity, spirituality, and sCl'ipturality" of the discourse he h!;lard. But
towards the close he plumply affirms that the "intellectually vigorous
people of the city and Ohurch will seek some other teacher i" and he ends
by saying that" if Ireland or Scotland could send us a man who should
combine the logic of President Edwards, the imagination of Dr. Ohalmers,
and the fervour of John Wesley, we should welcome him, and Ae would
be a power among us. But such a man is not this Dr. John Hall."
This is charmingly cool. But why does my good brother stop here?
'Vhy does he not add, as the essential requisites uf his man of "power,"
the boldness of a Luther, the philosophical acumen of a Bacon, the elegant
rhetoric of Macaulay, the learning of a Bentley, and the personal graces
of a Summerfield? A slight resemblance to St. Paul, too, would havo
added a charm to the pulpit prodigy from Ireland or Scotland. But, all
jesting aside, we take issue squarely with our excellent friend, and we
insist that such declarations as he utters have a most hurtful tendency,
both on the laity and on the younger brethren of the ministry.
Let us look for a moment at the case before us. This Dr. John Hall is
invited over from Dublin to take charge of a Presbyterian congregation on
Fifth Avenue, New York, 'Thich was gathored by the late eminent Dr.
J ames 'rV. Alexander. In point of "lvealth and of intellectual culture that
congregation is scarcely surpassed by any in America. Before that
rich and refined audience Dr. Hall stands up every Sabbath as the
simple, tender, faithful preacher of the truth as it is in Jesus-as the
zealcus advocate of revivals-as the fearless philanthropist and reformer
-as a "straight-out" teetotaller in preaching and practioe-and as an
eloquent ambassador of Ohrist, earnestly intent on saving souls. An able
lawyer in that congregation tells me that the people listen to him with
profit and delight. If ever there-was the right man in the right place, it
would seem to be "this Dr. John Hall" in a Fifth Avenue pulpit. What
the people there especially need, and especially enjoy, is the" simplicity.
the spiritality, and the SCl ipturality" of their pastor's teachings. But no!
11
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says good brother Bulkley; those are not enough to make a man" a powor
among us;" "the intellectually vigorous will seek some other teacher."
In other words, they will demand a pulpit prodigy.
Now, let me say plainly, that for one, I grow moro distrustful every
day of these pulpit prodigies, and of the spirit that lusts after them. No
man can. be a "power" in the pulpit unless he possess a good brain, a
godly heart, a deep knowledge of the Bible and the human heart, and a
glowing love of souls; and the very qualities which such a minister of
Ohrist will be most likely to aim at will be simplicity of speech, and
spiritual unction from the Holy One, and a rigid conformity in his every
utterance to the inspired word of Goel. He will endeavour to speak,
"not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which tho Holy
Ghost teacheth:" When he is called to encounter what brother Bulkley
calls a "rationalistic and philosophic" auditor, he will not be likely to
rely on the ingenuity of his own logic, but on the tremendous enginery
of the truth of God, as it is revealed in the inspired word. Instead of
meeting the intellectual sceptic as a sceptic, he will meet him as a guilty,
perishing sinner; he will present to him his own heart, his own need
of a Saviour; and the perfect adaptation of the Divine Saviour to meet
l/1s soul's necessities. Nothing suits a cavilling sceptic better than to
entice an ambassador of Ohrist off into the slippery rogions of human
metaphysics; on that ground the rationalist is at homo. A minister of
Ohrist is only at home when his feet are planted firmly on the Rock of
Ages, and he is wielding vigorously the sword of the Spirit, which is tho
word of God. If I wanted to turn an infidel into a Ohristian, I would
sooner send him to the ministry of a Spurgeon, or a Baptist Noel, or a
Newman Hall, than to the ministry of a J\faurico, or a Frederick W.
Robertson. For the most terrible things for that infidel to meet are l,t's
own heart, and the overwhelming claims of God upon that heart, and the
perfect fitness of Jesus to make that heart better and holier; and in dealing' with that infidel it would be indispensable that the messenger of God
should be at once simple and scriptural and spiritual. These are the
three characteristics of the most successful preachers. Brethren! what a
colossal power there is in that simple and sublime truth, " Christ Jesus
cauw into the world to save sinners j" But it does not req nire a pulpit
prodigy to utter this" faithful saying."
There is a great deal of nonsense current in regard to the wants of
" intellectual" congregations. \Vhat do such peoplo come to church for,
after the brain-tasking work and worry of the ,veek? Do they come for
a new tasking of the brain, or a hard grapple with metaphysics, or
for a brilliant oratorical display, or an inundation of scholastic erudition?
No; they come to be fed and quickened and comforteel and spiritualized;
they come to be told their duty; they como to be made better; they como
to be made ready to live holy lives, and to die happy deaths. They come
'to worship their God, and not to be worried about oppositions of scienco
falsely so called, and about questions which minister to no profit.
I have generally found that the most intellectual auditors prefer to hear
a simple, scriptural, and spiritual preaching. The late -Judge M'LEian,
of the United States Supreme Oourt,. once said to me-" I was glad to
heal' you give that solemn personal incident in your discourse last night;
miilisters now-a-days are getting above telling a story in a sormon, but I
l£lce it." During my first settlement I was called to preach beforo one of
the most eminent lawyers in America. At first I was tCl'l'ibly afraid of
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that big hoad in the front pew. But one day tho great lawyer said to
m , ( l y young friend, the two things I e p inUy liko in preaching are
simplioity (l,n(Z earnestness. If one of my Inw students was not more
in [n'n st to win a five-dollar suit in n justi 's ourt, than many
pl' a h rs are in warning a sinner to flee fr m 11 11, would kick that
tud ut out of my office !" After that I paid n attontion to the profound
lo.wy l'in the front pew, but aimed my preaching nt his conchman, who
eat b k by the door. If I could keep the coachmun awub, I felt sure
of the lawyer. Since that time I try to stick to the tlwoo S's-simlJZioity,
soriptu?"(clity, spirituality,"
,
I close with quoting a half-dozen golden counsels from the lute Dr. J.
W. Alexander, who once preached in the pulpit which Dr. John Hall
now occupies. (l Avoid abstractions in your sermons. Intersperse anecdotes. Don't be afraid to say simple things; consider Daniel Webster;
the greut st suyings are simplo, The Bible is the one book of the preacher;
study thut I
l' nch in 0. glow, und let tho thoughts glCSlt.
The reason
w h v s littl p werflll prenchin~ is that we have so little piety.
d's word is tho best C01'1' ctive of 1'1'01'; preaol, the word." If the
uccomplished and devout Alexunder ever revisits in spirit his beloved
pulpit, he must rejoice to find there-not a prodigy-but u plain, powerful preq,cher of the fuithful saying, " Ohrist Jesus dl'ed to save sinners."
MEDITATION IN A BUSH UMPIE.
[The annexed short series of papers is from a very' old correspondent of tbis Magazine,
whose lot for some years past has been cast in the far-off Austr~a. Scarcely had be
reached those distant shores, ere he' was subjected to a severe trial-the loss of his wife,
who after spending lllany years with him in dear Old England, and became the mother of
a family, crossed the mighty ocoan, not to sojoul'l1 in a foreign clime, but to die just as
she was ani vi ng. lIow varied fire the dispunsations of Divine Providence with l'egard to
the redeemed family. ITow chequered-at the same time, how diversified-the route by
which th y tl'llYel ollward and homoward,-En.]
llulimba, August, 1867.

vVJ, know by revelation that man is the summit of Oreation) that for him
all things are, and he for the glory of God. But, during this dispensation
we see him not yet, the climax of created excellence, but, for awhile,
lower than the pneumatous principalities and powers, who yet minister to
those from among men who shall be heirs of salvation.
'rhe manifestation of the Person of God the Son in human flesh subsisting is the great mystery of godliness; and, when the last person of
tho elect in covenant union with Him is manifested, the mystery of God
will be finished,:and then cometh the cnd of time. Our covenant Heael is
God manifest in the flesh, and the elect do muuifest iu the flesh that they
are partakers of the Divine nature. This mystery of ereateel substance
partaking of the Divine life is shaclowecl forth through nature in the
several kinds of life or conditions of being, which are so designated, viz.,
vegetable, 01' sll'/(cl'/(1'(f,llife, animal, or £nstinetive life, and human, or Teasonable
life. We can cloarly discern that these kinds of life are distinctly different,
yet we cannot define what life is. 'Ve can tell what it is not, and can
describe many conditions which accompany it, but cannot assert in what
it consists; and, although there is a broad distinction between each of the
several grades, yet wc cannot draw the line of demarcation. In vegetable
life there are instances of appreciating external objects which cannot be
distinguished from sensation, and also others which are so like instinot that
z 2
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we cannot, in that respect, positively determine between them and animal
life. Again, when we rise to animal life, we find many cases of conduct
exceeding what we usually consider the limits of l'n8tinct, because they
cannot be accounted for, except on the supposition of the animal's being
able to form inferences and deduce conclusions, which power we consider to
belong to REASON only.
Further, when we ascend to man, of a reasonable soul and human flesh
subsisting, man cannot in all cases discriminate those who are called to
be partakers of the Divine life. One, from natural infirmity of temper or
other cause, may act so inconsistently with his high calling that his fellowman cannot distinguish him from others. The Lord alone, who sees his
heart, knows the struggles, prftyers, and penitence which pass thore.
Another, utterly devoid of a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus
Christ, may, from natural gentleness of disposition or timid avoidance of
offence, so stand with his fellows as not to be distinguished from a child
of God.
Though we callnot say what natural life is, the Holy Ghost has clearly
revealed to us what spiritual life is: "In Him was life, and the life was
the light of men." 'rhe light of the knowledge of God in the Person of
the Lord Jesus Christ, to know whom is life eternal. The Lord give us
grace to walk in the light, and keep us in all our ways, that we may show
forth His praise in our lives and with our lips, for Jesus' sake.

T.W.
(To be contimwd.)

~iIgrillt

Japtrz.

DEPENDENCE.
" Take tllerefore no tllought for tlle morrow: for tlle morrow s!/{{U take tllought
for tlle tltings of itself. Sufficient unto tllc day is the evil tllereof."MATT. vi. 34.
THIS is one of the many great and blessed things whi0h our Lord taught
His disciples, when He was set with them in the Mount, and which is
equally applicable to His disciples in every age of the Church. This
over-memorable sermon of our glorious Lord contains a full delineation
of the doctrine and practical bearing of the new covenant of grace
written in the heart. The principles that are therein promulgated are so
contrary to nature's teaching, and so opposed to the natural order of
things, that they canllot be embraced but under very peculiar circumstances. The whole discourse is so remarkable for its specialty, and its
characteristic discrimination, that it cannot be mistaken, but by those who
are wilfully blind, and to whom it has never been spiritually applied. It
was addressed to such only who possessed spiritual life, who had passed
from death unto life, and had been·translated from the kingdom of Satau
into the kingdom of Christ. In fact, it was a special message to a special
people; for it opens thus: "And seeing the multitude, He went up into a
mountain: and when He was set, His disciples came unto Him: and He
opened His mouth and taught them" (Matt. v. 1, 2). The doctrines that
He taught them were only applicable to such as them, His disciples in
every age and generation of the visible Church, and living members of
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Ohrist's mystical body, the poor in spirit, they that mourn, the meek, they
that hunger and thirst after righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart,
the peace-makers, the persecuted for Christ's l5ake, the reviled' for the
truth's sake, the evil-spoken-of for righteousness' sake; and in all these
several states of suffering and trial are they declared to be already blessed,
and greatcr consolations are promised to follow. Their blessed Teacher
compares them to the salt of the earth-a city set on a hill-a lighted
candle, which light must shine before men, that they may see their good
works, and glorify their Father which is in heaven. The dear children
of God are too often backward in receiving and learning these gracious
doctrines, yet the dear Lord is not at a loss for means to make His
teaching effectual; "for He taught them as One having authority, and not
as the scribes."
The Holy Ghost, by the prophet Isaiah, describes something of the,
Lord's method of, and also the characters who are brought under, and
made subject to His divine teaching; He asks and answers on all impOl·tant questions: "Whom shall He teach knowledge? and, whom shall
He make to understand doctrine? Them that are weaned from the milk,
and drawn from the breast. For precept must be upon precept, precept
upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a
little: for with stammering lips and another tongue will He speak to
this people. To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the
weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. But
the word of the Lord was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon
precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little;
that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and
taken" (Isa. xxviii. 9-13). So it appears that learning the lessons and
doctrines of Divine grace is but a very slow process, through the stupidity
and backwardness of the Lord's people in receiving them, and of inquiring
and seeking for that place where alone the weary can find rest for their
souls. 'fhe weaning time is a very trying time; yet we must of necessity
be weaned from the milk, and drawn away from the breast to be fed with
strongcr and more substantial food, as our growth and strength increases,
and little by little, as is in the wisdom of the Divine teacher to administer
it; yet it causes some stumbling, some falling backward, some breaking
of bones, some entanglemcnt in the snares of Satan and a deceitful. heart,
some unaccountable captivity of being taken by some besetting sin, which
all the Lord's taught ones know something of experimentally, either in a
greater or lesser degree. It is only by the law of necessity that the Lord's
testimony is received, or that thc commandments, precepts, lines, exhortations, or promises, 'are rightly recognized and appreciated.
"'fake, therefore, no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall
take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof." The exhortation appears to be one of a providential character;
and, to have a clear apprehension of its true import and practical signification, the poor soul has to be brought into very humiliating circumstances. It cannot bc embraced but under the sheerest necessity, when
the soul is brought to know what it is to live only a day at once, when
the day's supplies seem far inadequate to the day's requirements, when the
morning's meal is over and no sight of from where must come the next.
The evil is surely sufficient for such a day; sufficient for the exercise of
faith and patience for one day, struggling as it is with the Lord for very
life with the present calamity. His whole soul is taken up with the circum-
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stances of his present necessity; there is no time for a single though~
respecting the morrow. Sufficient unto tho day is the present evil,
and sufficient will be the strength-the help, the supply according to the
day's requirements; the promise is only to that end, and it is an unbounded
mercy if there is anything to spare for the morrow. Evcry day brings its
own necessity, and the Lord has pledged Himself to that nccessity, but no
more. We must wait to see what another day will bring forth, both as
regards the necessity and the supply, and, if wo bo watuhful through the
eye of faith, we shall find them faithfully and justly balanced. The
exercise of faith may appeal' an easy mattor to thoso who have no plague
in theu: dwelling, and who have a sottlcd income to look to j but, when
such are tried in the way abovo statcd, HlO caso wears a vory different
aspect. The sudden cutting-off of tho usual uhannol of supply would
bring faith into requisition, and tho poor soul in such a case becomes
staggered at the very prospect before .him, and calls forth the rebuke of
the ever-watchful Lord: "0 ye of little faith." The trial of faith is
indeed a very precious thing, for we cannot 'know whether we possess such
a valuable blessing until there is a cause for its exeruise, and then it
often seems as if we had none j henco all our troubles and sorrows, all our
misgivings and anxieties. We begin to mal'k out paths for ourselves,
which we think in our puny wisdom will avert the ca:lamity ; we try every
lawful available means of om own to better our condition j but the Lord
overturns all and every project that is not founded in faith upon Him.
Blessed be His name, He will do all His own work Himself; He will
not give His glory unto another; He will be known as the God of Providence, and that He is the Dispenser of every earthly good, and as much
entitled to praise in this respect as to being the God of grace, and the
Dispenser of all and every spiritual blessing.
We live in very fearful, in very difficult times-times full of eventful
chang·es. Many a poor soul is reaping' the bitter fruits of erring from
the faith, by taking a too anxious thought of the morrow, and has
thereby pierced himself through with many sorrows. It is a sin which
the Lord hath often to avenge; and His stripes in such a case are 6f no
ordinary character, for nothing less than an entire plucking away of the
cherished objeet will suffice Him. He removes from such an one every
object that stands between Himself and his affections, and will ultimately
bring him down, and compass him about with such a chain of humiliating
circumstances that cannot fail to accomplish the purpose which the Lord
hath purposed concerning him. The Lord will bring him to see how vain
are those treasures which moth and rust doth corrupt, and which are so
easily stolen by thieves; He will bring him to look at and take more
thought of those treasures which cannot fade, neither can moth or rust
corrupt; and where tho treasure is, there will be his heart also. He will
bring him unto the acknowledgment of his former self, "that godliness
with contentment is great gain; for we brought nothing into this world,
and it is certuin that we can carry nothing out; and, having food and
raiment, let us therewith be content."
The dispensations of Providence are ofteli the means whereby the Lord
teaches His dear' children many precious and invaluable lessons of Divine
grace. They are all so nicely and evenly balanced in their regulation by
infinite wisdom, that they are sure to develop and bring to light some
divine special purpose concerning them. The writer knows somoth!ng of
such of tho Lord's merciful dealings. He has been for scveralll10nths
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deprived of the efficient use of his left arm, and consequently his usual
means of living cut off. The trial has beon and is still a sharp one as
regal'ds outward things; but, as regards the inner life, never was it more
blossod. He does not remember a time when he enjoyed so much of the
Lord's presence, or that he ever found such easy access to His Divine
rson. He would not barter his present' enjoyment for all that the
world contains. He has a peculiar fear of a change in his circumstances,
I st his present enjoyment should slip away.
"Tako thereforo no
thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for tho things
of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof."
W. G.

"PARDON."
IT is a singular fact that the word "pardon" is not found in the New
Tostament; but there is nothing to be built upon this fact, for it is evident
that pardon is the same as forgiveness proclaimed to and realized in the
lUJort of a sinner.
Pardon realize,l implies pardon needed. When the
sinner stands at the bar of conscience before God, and has naught to
say in his own defence, but acknowledges his sin, then his pardon is
proclaimed in his hearing by the Holy Spirit, and not unfrequently
through the ministry 9f the word: "Deliver him from going down to
the pit; I have found a ram:om." "If we confess our sins, He is
The Gospel is the Lord's
faithful and just to forgive us our sins."
declaration of pardon to guilty rebels and conscious sinners, and the
way of pardon is, that He does not impute their iniquities to them,
having laid them upon their Substitute.
P ace is a necessary conseqllence of pardon realized; but peace and'
pardon aro not identical. I conceive that the way in which pardon is
gen rally roalized in the heart is, that when the soul is bowed down
under the weight and consciousness of sin, then the Lord the Spirit
is I leased to speak home with power to the heart some precious promise,
that testifies of what Christ is, and has done, for poor sinners; for instance,
" Be of good cheer; thy sins are forgiven thee." Dut it is not always
in this direct way, so that an individual can refer to the special moment
when the chains fen from his soul, and he knew that he was free.
Not unfrequently it is by socret drawings of love ,whereby he is drawn
(and that perhaps imperceptibly) to look to Jesus,as to One who JutS
llolpod poor'sinners, and who he feels can alone help him in his present
nood (Hos. xi. 4). "Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the onds of
the earth" (Isa. xlv. 22).
Tho way in which this pardon is kopt in tho romembrance, is by the
covonant work of the Holy Spirit, who is the RemembranceI'.
In a
living soul the desire must be in tho hoart to know and to have the
renowal of tho mercies received ;' and, therefore, the prayer, "Remember,
o Lord, unto 'fhy servant, the word upon whieh Thou hast caused me to
hopo," The hi.dden evils of the hoart are felt and owned, and then, looking
unto J esns (Rom. vii. 25), there is a realization of Romans viii. 1: "no
condemnation." The same truth is taught by Jesus washing the disciples
feet, and by " cloanscth," in 1 John i. 7. Sometimes, however, the Lord
suffers the believer, like David and others, to fall into open sin, or, as Job
says, "Thou wilt IJlungo me into the diteh again, and my own clothes shall
abhor me." Dut such are not left in their sin. They cry out for a
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renewed sense of pardon, as in Psalm li. It is not fall£ng into the water
that drowns a man, but ly£ng £n the water,. so also with sin.
However, the chief way in which we are reminded of pardon sealed and
delivered is, as "with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the
Lord" (2001'. iii. 18). ",Ve see Jesus, who was made a little lower
than the angels, crowned with glory an,d honour" (Hob. ii.). Therefore" there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin" (Heb. x, 26); "for their
sins and iniquities will I remember no more." Again, many of the
Psalms will be found to be the language of those who long for this
renewal of pardon; take for instance Psalm lxxvii.: "Will the Lord cast
off for ever?" &c. See also verses 3, 4. Again, in Psalm cxvi" "Return
unto thy rest, 0 my soul."
J. W. G.

OUTLINES OF A LEOTURE ON SOLOMON'S SONG 1. 4.
" IJraw me, we will run after Thee: the kirtg hall! brOtlgltt me £nto H£s chambers:
we will be glad and rqjoice in Thee, we will 1'ernember Thy love more than
wine: the upright love Thee."
MAY we ever bear in mind that true religion is of the greatest importance
to us in this transitory state, which is, as it wore, merely a passage, through
which religion ought to be the main business of our lives, to which ev rything else should be subservient. The book of Oanticle , more than any
other book, seems to recognize this fact, being based on the found'ation of
real spiritual religion, describing the intercourse and communion between
Ohrist and his Ohurch, behveen the living Gael, in the person of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and poor, hungry, sinful creatures, laden with sin, guilt,
and misery, who "have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before
them." All the language of Jesus, their Husband and King, is comforting
and encouraging, consisting of declarations of His, covenant love and
divine faithfulness, exhorting His people to follow Him, and to wait on
Him for His blessing. The Ohurch in this book expresses the variety
of experience which the believer finds in his earthly trials and troubles,
for all believers are not in the same state as to their feelings, neither is
the same individual at all times in the same state.
As it is written that "summer and winter, and day and night, cold
and heat, seed-tim and harvest, shall not cease," so th soul ha!; its
seasons of summer d winter; summ 1"s h at and wint r's old are both
needful to the soul's welfare. In lik manu l' al80 the different circumstances of life m'o used to represent pit-itual hang 8 Or states'; for instance,
youth, manhood, and old og , which d crib the state and natural
changes of the body, are also used to d scribe the condition and growth
of the soul; thus we read of babes, y ung m n, and fathers. The word
of God abounds in figures and allegories, and this is the case in an especial
manner in this book; and it is by compo.ring Scripture with Scripture, ancI
considering the nature and character of the figure, that we come to a
correct understanding of the meaning and the application of the same.
No part of God's word is written in vain. In considering the words of
my te,·t we shall find fOUl: pm·ticulars, each worthy of our attentive consideration : . Tb !lrayer," draw me."
IT. Th grounds on which the prayer was urged, "we un"ll nm a/tdr
TllCc. "
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HI. The immediate answer to the prayer, as shown by the words, "the
King hatlt

b1'O~tght

me

~'nto

His ehambers."

IV. The effect produced on the soul, "we will ?'I!ioioe," &c.
1. The first point to be noticed is the prayer," aw mo." The figure
here used, d-raw, implies the bringing some distan bj ct by an external
force or power into a different place or position.
ur L I'd uses this expression in John vi. 44: "No man can come to mo xc pt tht> Father
which sent me DRAW mm."
Observe, no person can of himself move towards the Lord Jesu , either
in thought or in deed; this is only to be accomplished by the Holy pirit,
sent forth from the Father of lights. If anyone has an idea that he
has power in or of himself to come to, look to, or trust to Ohrist for salvation, let him know that that idea is contrary to the articles and profession
of faith of his Ohurch, as well as to the word of God, from which those
articles and that profession of faith are drawn. " Wherefore we have no
power to do good works pleasant and acceptable to God, without the grace
of God by 011ri t prey nting [goin~ b fore, or drawing] us, that we may
have a good will, and workmg With u , when we have that good will "
(Art. x.), compare this with Phil. ii. 12: '" Work out you wn salvation
with fear and trembling; for it is God. that worketh in you to will and to
do of His own good pleasure." In noticing this point, we must bear in
mind that not only have unregenerate persons no power to come near unto
Ohrist, but the regenerate have no power in themselves to move to Him;
though they are sheep of His pasture, His chosen bride, they have no inherent power to move towards Him. The Olu:istian's heart may be coml)ared to a fire which is laid ready for kindling; where there is a live coal,
but it needs the south wind and north wind to blow, that it may ·blaze
forth in love.
The language of the Ohurch in this prayer is to the same effect as that
of David (Psalm cxix.), where he asks God to qlticlcenhim (see 25,37,88,
and l09th verses). 'l'he word quiclcm implies make alive, but David was
already alive to God throegh faith in the only Mediator. In these passages,
then, the word can only mean" make me more lively and devoted to thy
service, 0 my God," in other words, "draw rno." The same sentiment and
prayer is found in the hymn,
"My soul lies· cleaving to the dust,
Lord, grant me life divine;
From 'vain desires, and every IU3t,
Turn oft· these eyes of mine."
It is clcar to me, that in any soul using this short emphatic prayer,
"draw me," there must be a sense of distance between that soul and
the Lord Jesus, a desire for communion, a feeling of inability to enjoy
that communion without divine grace, and a persuasion of the ability
and willingness of the Lord Jesus to draw the soul to Himself. In our
65th hymn you find this sense of distance described by the poet,
" My inward joys are from me torn,
And oft an ubscnt God I mourn."
No one has mourned an absent God (of course this means absent as to
their own feelings, in any othel' sense of the word it would be ridiculous)
who has not rejoiced in a sense of His presence. If you can come to
God's house, and sit in His presence, and not feel that He sees all your
secret faults, and knows all your failings; if you have never pleaded
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God's mercy, His oath, and the blood of Jesus Christ, never expetienced
a blessed sense of Christ's hearing and answering prayer, then you may
know what it is to be an insensible and impenitent sinner; religion may
well be to you a heavy task, a laborious duty; you will not feel the suitability of this prayer, "diraw me,"
Again, many Christians, particularly those who are young and of ardent
temperament, when they hear others lamenting that sense of distance
from their Beloved, and their desire for communion, are apt to think
Jightly, and speak harshly of them; having a sort of persuasion in their
own minds, that if a Christian really desires such a blessing, he would
be at once in the enjoyment of it; and, if they were placed in such a position, they would act differently j but, when brought into a similar stato, they,
too, are ready to cry, "Our souls sink in: deep mire ;" and, being' brought
low, tlwy, like Peter and Hezekiah, will "go softly" all their days, and
confess they cannot heIp themselves, and, being without the felt enjoyment of God's presence, they, too, individually utter as their prayer tho
emphatic" draw me." Again, there is the conviction of the power of
Jesus to draw, even as the leper was convinced of His power to heal,
when he cried out, "Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean i" or
the centurion, who said, "Speak the word only, and my servant shall be
healed," So is the soul persuaded of the power of Jesus to bring him
near, whether his distance has arisen from the cares of the world, and
the deceitfulness of riches, the sorrows and trials incidental to our fallen
state, the temptations of Satan, indwelling sin, a backsliding he.art, or
open rebellion, it is, "Speak the word only, and Thy servant shall be
healed." . It may be long after we are persuaded of the power of the Beloved to draw us, that we are convinced of His willingness. We are
" slow to believe" all that the prophets have written; the whole revelation of His grace is a testimony to His willingness. "Come, unto me all
ye that labour, and I will give you rest;" "All that the Father giveth
me shall come to me, :;md him that cometh I will in no wise cast out."
Should we not, then, often use these words, "draw me i" but the languago
·of too many is that of the hymn,
" Pe?'haps He will admit my plcl1,
" I'll to the gracious King approach,
Whose sceptre pardon gives;
Pe?'haps will hear my pmy 1';
Pe?'haps He may command my touch,
But,' if 1 perish, I will pray,
And then the suppliant lives.
And perish only th l'e."
But there is no perhCllJ?8 with Christ: unb'elief often suggests 0. peduljJ8;
but Christ is not only able, but willing, "to So.vo to the uttermost
all that come to God by Him."
Once more, this petition is definite, it is "draw ME;" we often pray for
others, for those who are "near and dear" to us; and we do well, for it
is both a privilege and a duty still to hope on, and still to pray to God to
appear for them; but here the petition is individually, me : we may form
some idea of the state of others, but our own state we know, and consequently for ourselves our petitions will be definite. It is as if the soul
said! "Here am I, Lord i lukewarm, cold, hardened, and sinful. 0 Lord,
arise for me, draw me." 'J'he preaching of God's word is on purpos t
answer this prayer, to draw sinners to Christ by the power of the ph-it.
Do wo not read, "Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound; th y
shall wa,lk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance ?" Beautiful, a 1 mn
and heart-cheering truth, that God's word shall be sooner or lOot I' manifested to tha soul!
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il. In the second place, we notice the spouse presses. her suit with
Ohrist, by stating the efficacy of His drawing: "We will nm after Thee."
If Thou put forth Thy gracious power, if Thou send forth 'rhy bright attracting rays, we will run after Thee, obey Thee, glorify Thee; we shall shine in
Thy likeness, be obedient to Thy word; as says the "oImist,' I will run the
way of Thy commandments when Thou hast set my heart at liberty.' " A
change of the persons is observable h re, " draw me, we willrUll after Thee ;"
this is supposed by some to be tho Ohurch speaking in one place as the whole
body, in the other as the individual mem]) 1'13 making up that body. I rather
incline to the idea that it is the leader or head amongst the people pleading
for himself, with a view not only to his own private comfort, but for the
people's advantage and the Redeemer's glory by them, as though a
minister of the Gospel should say, "If Thou, 0 Lord, wilt draw me into
closer communion with Thyself, then shall Thy people run after Thee." And
so we see in various places of holy writ, "As it is with the priest so it is
with the people;" and" like pastor like people" is a very common proverb.
Where the minister is careless and indifferont, are not the people also the
same? Where the minister is cold and formal, is not coldness and formality visible on all around? where the hig'hest religious bigotry in observances of days and months by a minister, and a tolerance or countenancing
worldly amusements on other occasions, is allowed by such a one, do we
not see religious bigotry and the grossest worldliness walking hand-in-hand
among the people? on the contrary, where the minister glows with holy
fervour, with ardent desire for the welfare of God's Ohurch, for the glory
of His name, and for constant and personal intercomse with the blessed
Redeemer, does not the same spirit reign in and influence the people?
I do not mean to say that this will be the case with a whole congregation,
but with all those who are called of God. I woulel also name as a proof
that this may be the intent of St. Paul's words to Timothy, "By so doing
thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear thee:" and the fact that
the m ssages to the seven Ohmches of Asia were given personally to the
angel, bishop or chief pastor, of such Ohmeh is a further confirmation.
You observe, my friends, that the argument used is one which affects, as
it were, the honour of the Redeemer, as though a soul should say thus,
" 0 Lord, wilt Thou be glorified in us ?"
ill. The next clause shows that the petition was scarcely off the lips of
the speaker ere she realized the answer of it, as is evidenced by the change
of tone from supplication to rejoicing: "the King hath brought me into
His chambers." Here is the gracious fulfilment of that promise, "And it
shall come to pass that before they call I will answer; and while they are
yet speaking I will hear" (Isaiah lxv. 24). Now we will just l'emark
that in this declaration there are three points, each worthy of a separate
notice; tho first, the person bringing, "the King ;" the second, the person
brought, ?lie,. and the third, .the place and position into which she was
brought, IIt's chambers. 'rhe Person who thus introduces the spouse, His
bri~le, this King, was not an earthly king, though earthly kings were
typical of Him, especially Solomon, who was beloved of the Lord, the son
of David, a wealthy king, a king in whose reign great peace was enjoyed;
but it is Jesus, KING O:F KINGS and Lord of lords; it was He of whom
David made those glOl'ious statements which made his" tongue as the pen
of a ready writer." He says, "By me kings reign," that is, have power and
authority to reign; Ohrist is King over all the earth (Psalm xlix. ; Daniel,
iv. 34); He is King of His Ohureh (see Eph. i. 21, 23), and he reigns as
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King in the hearts of His people set upon the throne of their affections.
He is described in Psalm xxiv. as King' of glory; who but Christ can be
called King of glory, glorious in oattlo, glorious over death and hell? He
is the King of the whole e!1rth; nothing transpires but by the permission
of Christ; devils go no further than Christ permits them; they accomplish
no more mischief than is allowcd for the glory of His name, and the good
of His people. Take, for examplo, the language of those devils cast out by
Him (Matt. xvi. 18): "We know Thee, who Thou art, Thou Holy One
of God;" "Suffer us to go into this herd of swine." It is especially in
the hearts of His people we like to behold the reign of Christ our King; a
word from Him subdues all their internal foes, and revives all their hopes
and joys. Put, then, this question to yourselves, "Do I know anything
of Christ as King?" Can you say,
"Take my poor heart just as it is,
Set up therein Thy throne;

So s11all I love Thee above all,
And live to Thee alone."

Then cast your crown at His feet, and join the Psalmist in saying, "Not
unto us, not unto us, but unto Thy great name be all the glory and the
praise." Is it the prayer of your soul that Christ should reign over you?
'fhen how do you show it? by your light? for religion cannot be hid; the
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, for, as leaven will be at work, and
cannot be concealed, so is grace in the soul; it will manifest itself. If I
desire Christ to reign in my heart, then must I look to His word for His
precepts, exhortations, and promises, for by His word Ho speaks to us.
If any feel their own inability, let them lift up the eye to heaven with
prayer that they may be enabled to trust in Christ alono. There is a
reality in religion which is contrary to the mind of the natural man.
Nothing good is there in self, but Christ is All to the soul. Now, the
person brought by the King into His chamber is me, the very person who
cried out, "Draw me." How often is this seen and felt by a Christian! In
the very act of praying, the burden falls off the soul, the spirit is delivered
from its bondage, and experiences a happy freedom. There is something,
too, in the expression brought. We cannot go alone, we cannot enter into
His chambers, but, as He is pleased to bring us, resolutions, promises,
vows, all are nothing, but His power is all-sufficient. " I knocked, and
He opened to me." The third point is, whither He hath brought
this happy soul; into His chamber, into close communion, happy intercourse; into Hispresenee chamber, to see the King-" thine eyes shall see
lhe King in His beauty"-to see the King as the queen of Sheba saw
Solomon; into His audienee chamber, to obtain a hearing, to press your
suit, and to hear Him say, not merely as Ahasuerus to Esther, "To the
half of my kingdom," but, "I will make thee sit on my throne."
IV. In a few words must I now speak of the effect of this gracious introduction to court: "We will be glad," "Then were the disciples glad,
when they had seen the Lord," " ""Ve will rl}joiee in Thee, and remember
Thy love more than wine." All our joy is in Him; it is what He is, what
He has done, what He ever liveth to do-in His righteousness, in His
blood-shedding, in His victorious strength; and more than the winebibber remembers his wine, so will the love of Christ be remembered by
all who have once" tasted that the Lord is gracious." And those who
are.set upright, and made to feel" complete in Him," by the word of His
power, these love Him, and cannot help loving Him.
Astley, near lfanchester.
ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D.
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REOOLLBOTIONS OF PAST :MEROIES.
(Continued from page 25.)

IN the neighbourhood where I lived there was nothing hardly but freewill preaching, although at this time I knew littlo of doctrinal truth.
Many times I left the hearing of such preaching oa t down, not feeling
I came up to the standard of perfection which was h lel forth as needful
to come up to in order to bo saved. Holiness and right ousncss were
proclaimed, uut not Ohrist's rig·hteousness, which is imputed to all true
believers. I used to try and live as holy as I was exhorted by the
preachers to do, but somehow or other things were continually taking
place within and without which upset it all, and made me feel that" in
my flesh dwelt no good thing." Then the spur was used again, and away
I would go for awhile, building up what I found the Lord in mercy
always pulled down. Oh, how many of the Lord's dear ohildren there
are who are kept in bondage and error through the unscriptural preaching
they sit under! What a great privilege it is to sit under a sound, searching, Ohrist-e,'alting, man-humbling, Gospel ministry!
At this time, I believe, the blessed motions were in my heart, though
wrong notions were in my head. When I heard anything of religion it
was usually on the free-will strain. For a long time after the Lord was
pleased to call me I heard very little of free grace. Where I lived there
was plenty of preaching, a good deal of which, I fear, was pleasing to
Satan and offensive to God. Prayer-meetings were very often held, at which
there was none too much solemnity. Those meetings were usually considered best in which there was most n.oise and excitement, and where
"Amen, Amen, glory be to God," and similar expressions were not wltisjJlJred from the beginning of the meetings to their close. At these meetings the people seemed to enjoy themselves. I used to hear one and
another say of So-and-so, ",V-hat a gift he has in prayer!" I -seldom,
however, heard anyone say anything of the grace of prayer, 01' of the
" groanings which cannot be uttered."
A part of my work was to attend to the horse; and, whon out with the
water-barrel, fetching spring water nearly two miles away from the houso,
I used to read a small pocket Testament; and while reading it my soul
was often blessed with light and peace. I found the Lord's word as
marrow and fatness to my hungry soul. The good Lord used to favour
me with sweet meditation on His holy word; and, when I forgot anything
which I.had been requested to do, it was generally ascribed to my mind
being so occupied with religion.
After awhile I began to think about getting settled in life, although there
is not much settling to it. I was led to ask the Lord to guide me to the
choice of a partner in life, and I desire to bless Him for giving me a wife
who has been" an help meet for me." With the salary I was receiving,
when I thought of getting married, I knew it was not enough to keep a
wife with. So, after telling my master of my intention, he raised my
wages from £ 11 to £20 yearly, besides all my keep and a good house to
live in. My deal' wife also was frequently employed in the house, so that
we managed to get on comfortably in respect to the things of this world.
I continued, after getting married, upwards of four years, when I left and
went to another situation. While at my new place, a few months after
being there, a Scripture reader asked me if I should like to be engaged
as a reader. I did not object. He kindly recommended me; and after
awhile I was employed by a Scripture Readers'. Society. I was first
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sent to Northleach, where I remained about six years. When I :first
went there Arminian bandages were upon my eyes. It pleased tho
Lord to bring me into contact with an elderly man, Ml:. Thomas Holliday, Scripture reader, of Salporton, noar Cheltenham. He was a Spirittaught, well-trained, deeply-tricd child of God. In hearing him converso
on the things of God, my mind became enlightened upon the precious
doctrines of "the Gospel of tho grace of God." Many things he spoke of
were new to me. He would spcak of election, redemption, regeneration,
and other blessed truths of tho Gospel in a way that I never heard before,
and which I feel persuadcd the Lord owned and blessed to the good of my
soul. I have reason to praise God for ever Lringing mo into an acquaintance with him. A union sprang up between us, which, I b lieve, will
never be severed.
I was now led to search the Scripturo to seo "if these things were so." I
seemed to read the word with different eyes, and occasionally spoke to one
and another of what I felt to be the truth. Some looked surprised, others
opposed, and one said, "We shall be hearing something now." I was
now in connexion with free-will, "do, do" people, and it was some time
before I was entirely brought out from them. None but those who havo
been through it know the severe trials there are to pass through in being
brought out of free-will systems. :Friendships havo to be broken, unions
severed, frowns from those from whom there'were formerly smiles, hard
speeches spoken against you, and the bitterest onmity shown, sinking the
soul for a. time into deep sorrow, and producing astonishment at such
conduct being shown by such persons. As some withdrew farther from
me, others were drawn closer tome. Tho Lord gave some blesseel evidences of His approval, and precious souls were benefited by my visits.
I remained at N orthleach about six years. Health failing, the committeo
kindly removed me to Dursley. Here great opposition was shown to my
teaching; I had many enemies, and a few friends. For a time I attendod
the Independent chapel in the town. Many times, while I was sitting in
the pew, the words Jesus addressed to His disciples came to my mind,
"Children, have ye any meat?" My soul would reply, "No, Lord." Then
the question would come, "What business hast thou here ?" I would then
stay away a week or two; temptations and worldly considorations would
then arise, and questions such as the following present th mselvcs to th
mind: "What will be the resUlt of your neglecting to attend 'chapel? If
your conduct should be reported to the ommitt e, what will they say?
They will be likely to turn you out of the society. You will then lose your
living, and then what will become of you?" I was now in good health,
had a comfortable living, and as good a homo as a man need to have. My
conduct, looked at in th light of human roason, seemed unwise, it being
evident, if I persisted in abstaining from going to chapel, I should be 1'0moved from my office. For a time I went from one chapel to another,
but the sound at all these places was an uncertain one. A man came into
my district who was reputed a sound preacher. I went to hear him.
There was a good deal of truth in the first part of the sermon, but the end
did not agree with the beginning, so that I felt driven out from all the
fourteen places of worshii) in my district. A friend of mine once told me
of a man, who, when speaking of thoso preachers that came nearest tho
truth, said, "That sovereign which is nearest like one, and is not one, is
the biggest cheat." I now began to go ten miles on the Lord's-day, to
Tetbury, where I was informed the truth was preached. I found thore a
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few living souls. I soon felt at home with them, was much strengthened and
encouraged in hearing them pray. There was then seldom a preacher on the
Sabbath. At first I began to go about once a quarter, then once a month,
then onc a fortnight, then once a wee4, till I went to live there altogether.
I had not gone thore Ion'" beforo my employers heard of it. Of course
they sought to know how it was I could not attend any of the places of
.wot'ship in my own district. After I had gone to Tetbury some time, the
friends there desired me to say a few words to them in the Lord's name.
Several times I did so, not going into the pulpit, but standing by a table
near the pulpit. For doing this, I was accused of violating the rule which
prohibits the readers fl'om preaching. My case was brought before the
committee meeting, the issue being that I was removed from my connexion
with the society. I particularly wished to meet the gentlemen at the
committee meeting, so that I might tell them personally the reason why
I had so acted, and that I might have an opportunity of replying to what
I considered false charges brought against me, but this was not allowed.
Tetbury.
(10 bc cOlltinued.)
F. F.
RESURREOTION.
IN the twentieth chapter of St. Luke's Gospel, thirty-four and four following verses, you will find our Lord's answer to the Sadducees, who were
the sceptics of that day. "And Jesus answering said unto them, The
children of this world marry, and are given in marriage: but they which
shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from
the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: neither can they die
any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of
God, being the uhildren of the resurrection. Now that the dead are
raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, when he calleth the Lorel "the Goel
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, anel the God of Jacob. For He is not
a God of the dead, but of the living: for 0.11 live unto Him." Now these
infidels, who said, as we have it in Acts xxiii. 8, "For the Sudducees say
that there is no resmrection, neither angel, nor spirit," believed that man
came to annihilation-ceased to exist. Some such unbelievers are in ull
ages who think so, und therefore ure not led by Scripture. Others there
have been who imagine that the saved alone are partakers of the resurrection, but the non-elect are to be destroyed, both body and soul: but,
like the Sadducees, such reject revelation, and substitute their own reason
for the record of God. "These shall go into everlasting fire, but the
righteous lmto life eternal "-this is unulterable, and settles the question.
But what we now have to consider is, the way in which Ohrist dealt with
these Sadducees. They thought they hud the upper hand in the case
they brought before Him, a difficulty according to reason. In Mark's
Gospel, chap. xii. 24, we have it, "Jesus answering said unto them, Do
ye not therefore err, because ye know not the Scriptures, neither the
power of God?" How mildly He answers them. According to Isaiah's
prophecy, xlii. 2, " He shu11 not cry, nor lift up, nor cause His voice to be
heard in the street." He puts it to them that they were ignorant of their
own Scriptures, and of the power of God; they had no distinct understanding of God's revelation, and they knew nothing of the :Rower of God
by which the Scriptures of truth are conveyed to the heart. Thence you.
learn some may have the letter of revelation who never felt the power,
for they are two distinct things. Not a few may know much of truth, but
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have never felt the power. Many know the letter of the Gospel, but
nothing of Gospel power-the letter of revelation, but not the spirit of
revelation. They who know the power have the kingdom set up in the
heart. They are gospelized; they have the spirit of truth, a heart broken
by God and healed by ChrIst. Many are well acquainted with the Scriptures who are yet unacquainted with the power. ,Vhat an awful delusion
to be under! Satan blinds their eyes to their true state and condition,
and makes them satisfied with their knowledge, though they have never
realized the power. But, blessed be God, all the elect of God shall enjoy
the power: they shall prove the word to be with power, for it shall work
effectually in the hearts of them that believe. Now, then, the root of the
elTor of the Sadducees was this, ignorance of the Scriptures and of the
power of God. Many are just in the same case, ignorant of God's truth
and its power; never had their hearts exposed to view; never had its vjle
recesses laid bare, nor its secret workings turned out: never saw themselves deserving only damnation, therefore never stood in need of the
power. But souls that want the power, the power they must have. Such
say, "I am lost unless this power be put forth on my behalf; and I have
this power at work in my souL" Such are Christ-needing, Christ-seeking
souls; they want to find salvation, they want the power. Do you want
to know what this power is? The Lord tells you: "I wound and I heal:
I kill and I make alive." Here you have the power. "I will work and
who shall let or hinder it? "
But I wish to draw your attention to the thirty-fifth verse-" But they
who shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection
from the dead, neither matry nor are given in marriage." You see the
Lord is speaking to them of the state of things here and hereafter, and
the difference between an earthly state and an eternal world: "'I;'he
children of this world marry, and are given in marriage." But our Lord
speaks of the eternal world to come on this wise, " They that are accounted
"orthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither
marry nor are given in marriage." He says, some are worthy t9'obtain
that world. Now, who' are they, and wherein lies their worthiness?
Some are accounted worthJ' Is it you? Is it I? Their worth consists in
this: they are the children of God, the children of His love and grace.
They cost Him His life's blood, they were so precious to Him; and, therefore, because He loved thel;1l they were of value in His eyes, worth His
life which He gave for them, and so prized by Him as the objects of His
dateless love, that they must escape all the judgments that shall fall upon
a guilty world.
'
But, again, they are worthy because they belong to Ohrist and are seen
in Ohrist; and, as His elect people, He pays their debts, satisfies Divine
justice, so that God views them not in themselves, but in Christ, and
therefore accounts them worthy. " Oh," say you, "can it be me? Is it
possible a wretch like me, full of 011 evil, can be viewed by a holy God as
worthy?" Why, my friends, it is poor sinners like you who feel how
worthless you are, how wretched, how undeserving you are-such are
the war-thy in God's esteem. God must bring down your pride, your
formality, your self-righteousness, your false estimate of yourself, and
make you see you were only worthy of damnation; and all this because
you are worthy in His sight. Ay, say you, that is it. I am only worthy
of being damned, that is all I deserve. Then you want the worth and
merits of another, seeing you have none of your own; and this mokes you
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value the righteousness of Jesus-His suretyship engagements, His precious blood~shedding, and the everlasting efficacy of His intercession.
Souls interested in all this by covenant desire shall be taught their neea'
. of it by a feeling sense of their unworthiness, and such" shall be saved in
the Lord with an everlasting salvation."
J. A. W.

THE RICHES, MULTITUDE, POWER, AND TRIUMPHS OF THE
LOVINGKINDNESSES OF THE ETER:NAL THREE IN GOD;
AS SEEN IN THE

LIFE AND EXPERIENCE OF THE" OLD PILGRIM."
(Continued from page 240.)

A FEW weeks after the aforesaid night I was visited by the old lady, but
not to challenge me as before, but to inform me that the Lord had
breathed new life into her soul. " Oh, sir," she said, "I went home that
night filled with confusion, my life was a burden to me night and day;
I was distressed at heart. One day," she said, "when I was in my
doom,' crying and groaning, these words were spoken into my troubled
spirit: 'Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give
you the kingdom.' It was the last words," she said, "which filled me with
wonder,-' Give you the kingdom.' I said, in astonishment, ' Give me the
kingdom. Does it come, then, and is it made mine by way of gift? Why,
I never saw things in this way before.' Ah," she said, "my heart
danced with joy. I went," she said, "int? the house of a former coml)anion, and said to him, 'Why, Mr. H·--, I see, and am sure, that
whosoever inherits the kingdom of heaven, it comes to them, and is theirs
by gift, a free gift.''' It seems the old lady had told this man what and
how the words had been brought home, and powerfully applied to her by
the Holy Ghost. This made the man very angry, and he strove to his
utmost to make her believe that she was delnded. " I will bring," he
said, "one of our ministers, who shall.convince you that you are deceived."
"Oh," said the old lady, "bring all the men and ministers you can muster
to me, and in their presence I will prove that the kingdom of heaven is a
gift, a free gift. It is not bought, deserved, nor earned, but given, and
given freely; and the record shuts out all controversy, and confirms the
truth of my statement, 'By grace are ye saved, not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.''' '1'he poor man,
when he found himself overmatched, said: "Ah, I know where you have
been; you have been to hear that bad, dangerous man, and he has
beguiled and corrupted you; which is the case with very many that venture
to leave their own people and go to hear him."
The people which this old lady was condemned for leaving were very
wild in their notions, yet very zealous; compassing sea and land to make
proselytes. One summer's evening, passing by a plot of waste land where
one of their preachers was preaching, I heard him affirm that he had lived
for seventeen years without committing one sin, in word, thought, or
deed. Being shocked to hear such a statement made, and the same
being repeated with a blustering bravado several times, I drew near to
the stool upon' which he was standing, and said, "Sir, if you have not, as
you think, and I have heard you say, committed one sin in word, thought,
or deed, for the last seventeen years, let me expose the deception you aro
AA
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trying to palm upon these people, by telling you in their hearing that you
have, in my presence, not only committed one but many sins. The holy
inspired John hath said, 'If we say that we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us;' and have I not heard you say that you
have no sin, nor have you sinned in any inward 01' outward form for
seventeen years? Such a statement, sir, whether you believe it or not, is
making the God of truth a liar, as it is written, 'If we say that we have
not sinned we make Him a liar, and His truth is not in us.''' The
congregation, who had been listening to the preacher, when they heard
this, came round me like bees, and for a wonder I did escape with a
whole skin.
A few weeks after this I was invited to go and speak in a house, on a
large common, where the aforesaid people had held their meetings for
some length of time. These persons, when told that I had been invited
to speak in the house, banded together to prevent me holding a meeting
in their house, as they were pleased to call it. Some of my friends hearing of the plot tried to persuade me not to go, but, when they found they
could not prevail, ceased persuading; and one of them said, "Well,
friends, if he will go, let us all go and do our utmost to protect him,"
which they did. And oh, what kindness it was for the Lord to put it into
the hearts of the people; for, if they had not gone with me that night,
from what subsequently transpired I must have suffered some grievous
bodily injury.
That night, when I went into the house, I found it full to overflowing,
and surrounded without by crowds of men and women. The leaders in
the opposition having taken possession of the desk, I was compelled to
occupy a large old-fashioned table in the middle of the room. Mter
speaking for a few minutes the mob began to groan, hiss, and throw
missiles at my head; one of which slightly grazed my face, and s~ruck an
old woman upon the knuckle of her right-hand with great force. Upon
this there was a rush made to seize the speaker; but, my friends surrounding me, concealed me under their cloaks, and led me out of the house on
to the common, and, in accompanying me home as a sort of body-guard,
we passed several groups of those who had been in the house that night,
and to all appearance they were waiting for some one, but they did not interr:upt us, rather they fell back as we approached them. When we had
nearly passed over the common, we came to a house where some man
was preaching, and what he said I cannot forget. We stood a few
minutes to listen; and the preacher said, "The .Lord is sure to come to
our meeting to night." "Ah," he said, in a subdued tone, "He is coming;
yes, He is come; He has passed thJ:ough the roof and the floor; and
is between the floor and the ceiling. He will soon be in our midst,
He is coming; don't you see His blood streaming through the ceiling?
Look, and see how it runs, and falls, in the middle of the room in front of
me. Look, cannot you see it running? Why, I can see it and so may
you if you will only look." Such preaching as the above is almost incredible, and I should have found it a task to believe it possible for any
man to have. uttered such dreadful things, had I not heard the words
with my own ears. I whispered, "Do move on, friends; do move on; I
cannot tarry nor bear to heal' any more of his blasphemies."
My poor attempts to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Ohrist, for
many miles round caused so much confusion, that I could not compare it
to anything, only the tumultuous ravings against Paul, and the precious
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truths whioh he preaohed at Ephesus. The various reports circulated,
some favourable, and others dreadful, prompted many t seek an opportunity t hear such a strange man. Indeed, if the Bibl had been a forbidd n book, and the reading of it had been deemed by the law a capital
l'ime, people, as I found them generally to be, could not have been more
all
d stitute of a letter-knowledge of the plan of salvation, ol·d red
thing, and, to be sure, was laid in grace by God the Father, arr~ d on in
its ilorious triumphs by the righteousness, sacrifice, blood, death, and
rosul'l' ction, ascension, and exaltation of God the Son; and oonsummated
in glory, through the power of God the Holy Ghost.
After being tossed about for some months, a congregation in the late
Lady Huntingdon's connexion invited me to go and preach two sermons
to them; and, hearing that they were a wealthy people, I thought I would
preach so as to please and not offend them. Upon this report, I began
to prepare my discourses for the afternoon and evening. After labouring
n arly the wh 1 of ono day, I carefully examined my composition and
cam to th onolusion that there was everything to please, and nothing
that uId Iossibly displease tho people, who might be drawn together
to hear.
On the Sunday afternoon I ascended the pulpit, and surveyed the large
congregation, chiefly composed of persons of rank and wealth. I pleased
myself with the thought that I was well prepared to speak those things
which could not fail in gratifying them. "Ab," I thought, "I am sure
you will go home praising the preacher, and I shall return crowned with
admiration." While the congregation were singing the second hymn, I
thought I would open the Bible upon the words of the text which had
been selected. And here let it be noted, I had depended npon the power
of my memory, thinking that to be sufficient, and by it I should be enabl'd to deliver in the hearing of the people what I had composed and
treasur d up, as though it had been then extemporaneous, although it had
been compos d sev ral days before. But, when I fell back upon my memory,
feeling confident that it would open and yield upitsstore, it betrayed its trust;
indeed, all was gone, but where I knew not. I could not find the text, nor
could I remember one single sentence of composition; nor think upon one
identical word that would serve as a clue to lead me to the lost treasure.
All, all to me was a distressing blank, a flesh-mortifying, pride-crucifying
visitation. I looked up to the windows at the back of the pulpit; but
saw they were too high for me to reach them: had not this been the
case, I should have attempted to pass through one of them on to the roof
of the vestry. I trembled for very anguish and thought I must fly somewhere, and hide myself from all who had ever known me, or that I had
ever known. In the midst of this inward tumult, and just as the congregation b gan to sing the last two lines of the last verse in the second
hymn, seven words from the sixteenth of Luke came to me with so
much power, majesty, and commanding authority that I felt a supernatural inward calm. The words which came to me revealed a subject
of great magnitudo, and the snbject was nnfolded to me with so much
grandeur and sweetness, that, like one who was endued with power from
on high, I opened the Bible and read the words for my text, "How
much owest thou unto my lord ?" If ever I felt liberty from the power
of the Lord's presence while speaking in His holy name, I did in a preeminent measure that afternoon.
The service being ended, a gentleman came into the vestry to me, and,
A A 2
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shaking' hands with me, said, " '1'ho ministry under which I have been sitting
for some years has been the means of keeping my soul in fetters; but this
afternoon those fetters have been removed. I am now the Lord's freed
and the Lord's free man, and have rea on to bless Him for sending you
here this day. How long, bitter, painful, and galling have been the
bond in which my soul has been held and wearied! Oh, to be delivered,
and to be unexpectedly delivered-how strange, how good, how sweet,
how acceptable! "
1,
While that gentleman was in conversation with mo, the minister's wife
came in to say that I must go and take tea with her; but.he answered, " No,
he will take tea with me this day, aud nowhere elso shall he go." The
reader will certainly concludo that I must have felt a great desire to know
more about this man, and I verily did desire for the interview to be prolonged. When introduced to his house and lady, I found he was no
common man among men; and in his conversation there was a discrimination and savour that more than repaid me for the anguish which I endured
when I first went into the pulpit that afternoon, which led me to discover
that he was one of the precious sons of Zion; one who dwelt alone, and
was not reckoned with the nations. The portion given to me in the pulpit
after I had been emptied of the mouldy store that I had treasured up, I
found to be by the Lord's ordination appointed for this lllan, by him
experimentally to be felt to be that precious unctuous yoke of bondageeasing, unloosing, and destroying anointing oil. "The oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness." A few months from
this time, at a little over thirty years of age, this dear man of God died in
the triumphs of the faith of God's elect.
My testimony in those parts was generally rejected. Professors and
profane were combined together against me. It was with me as it was
with Paul at Thessalonica, for men of corrupt minds who, by the common
phraseology, were called pious, stirred up men of the baser sort to persecute and abuse me. Indeed, there it fell to iny lot in my flesh to feel
the pain of being hated of all men for the Lord and His truth's sake.
These so-called pious souls had pity and charity for drunkards, swearers,
&c., and would speak kindly to them, and favourably of them, but there
was no pity nor charity for m~; I was excluded and hated, because, as
they said, the doctrines which I preached came from hell.
Being, like David, hunted as a partridge in the lllountains, I was driven
to the Lord to ask counsel. After a time these words were given to me :
" Son of man, prepare the stuff for removing, and remove by day in their
sight; and thou shalt remove from thy place to another place in their
sight: it may be they will consider, though they be 'a rebellious house."
These words continued with me for some time, much to my confusion,
because I knew not where to remove unto. At length, a letter was sent
to me from the west of England, inviting me, if it were convenient, to go
down there. After some little time the way was opened and I went do"n,
and engaged to superintend a school at Ilchester. The schooll'oom being
the private property of a gentleman, and he, knowing that I had spoken
in the name of the Lord, had a licence and opened it for public worship
on a Lord's-day; morning and evening; and there I and a few poor
people met for a consiClerable time. While there I became acquainted
with a man who had a letter-knowledge of the doctrines of grace to such
perfection that he nearly came up to the description which the Holy Ghost
gives of tho man who understands all mysteries and all Imowledgo; but

TIlE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

311

thore was no sweetness in his conversation nor tellLlernoss in his carriago
·and deportment, which made me say, "Oan that which is unsavoury be
eaten without salt? or is there any taste in the white of an egg?" Many
of the people were muoh attached to this man, but the more I knew and
heard of him the mol' was I dissatisfied with him. One morning when I
was out for a walk thi man joined me, and, hl1ving- heard me speaking the
night before, he said, "I have heard much said:C r and against you, but I
heard you myself last night, and I bl ss Goel that I did hear you;" and
much more in the same strain was said,. which I pass over; I auswered" And now, sir, if yOIl bless God in truth for hearing me last night, you
must have some cogent reasons for so doing. Do tell me what it was that
was said, or that you heard or felt for which you bless God? Depend
upon it, if you bless God in truth, it must be for something that He hath
done for you and bestowed upon you, and, if He has poured His blessing
upon you, then you must know in what that blessing consisteth, and you
will find no difficulty in answering my question. When David blessed
the Lord he knew why, and it is left upon record what for. Head Psalm
ciii., th'e first five verses, and there you will find that he blesseth the Lord
for pardon, then healing, then redemption from destruction, then being
crowned wit.h lovingkindness and tender mercies, then for his mouth being
satisfied with good, and his youth renewed. as the eagle. Now, depend
upon it, if we have the same spirit of faith with David there will be in
oui' measure the same confession with our mouth; if this is not the case,
then we do not belong to the same family with him." His reply was,
"Oh, I see how it is, you are prejudiced against me," and, turning round
abruptly, went from me in anger, leaving me to my own musings, which
musing-s, if before these musings had not been favourable towards him,
they were now made to sink fathoms in his disfavour.
One morning, some time after the aforesaid interview, a friend came
into my room in great haste, and, from the expression of his countenance,
it was evident that he was filled with terror, The moment he had stepped
over the threshold, he cried, in an unusual tone, "Oh,what shall I do?
Poor man, poor man, it has happened to him as you said it would happen."
When my friend had explained to me who he meant, I said, "He has
not destroyed himself, has he ?" The reply was, with hesitation, " He hashe has." I was now leel to survey the Jast interview which I had with
this poor man, and critically to examine the conversation which has been
.given above.' I was then led to look at the fearful crime of suicide, which
this poor creature had committed; I saw that he had presumptuously
rushed into the world of spirits, and into the presence of the J uelge of
quick and dead, with not the cry of his brother's, but his own blood, at his
heels. My heart was crushed, and my soul overwhelmed with grief and
sorrow; and in this state of mind I continued for several hours. About
the middle of the day I was pacing my room, groaning with anguish, when
these words were spoken to, and in me, " Shouldest thou help the ungodly
and love them that hate the Lord?" I replied, "No, never; no, never."
These words quelled the tumult I felt within, but they placed him who
was the cause of that tumult on the black list of the haters of God.
Upon inquiry, I found this man had some days before gone to a large
millpond and jumped in; this was seen by the people who worked in the
mill, and they ran and rescued him and took him home. After a few days,
when he had arranged his domestic affairs, he returned to the same pool,
and jumped into a deeper part of the water, more distant from the mill;
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but this was also seen by the men in the mill, and they ran with a rope,
and, waiting until he rose to the surface, they threw tho rope to him, calling
upon him to seize it; but he put out his hand and thrust it away from him and
sank to the bottom, to the dismay of many who wer looking on.
There was much disputation among this man's former fl'iends respecting
his state. Some said the case was hopeless, oth rs pleaded that there
was hope, " because the Lord hath said, all mannOl' of sins shall be forgiven
unto men, with one exception; and, as self-murder is not included in that
exception, it must be included in the all manner of sins that shall be forgiven unto men." But such reasoning had no weight with me then, nor
has it any weight with me now; but it brought to my l' membrance a minister in London, who, when preaching the funoral sermon for one of his
wealthy members who had hanged hims lf, said in that sermon, that God
was with his dear brother when he plotted the matter and manner of his
death; God was with him when he fixed upon the place where he would
die; God was with him when he put his neck into the noose of the rope;
that God was with him when he threw himself from the stool, and launched
away; and that he was then with God. If this dogma is correct, then
God was with his dear brother in a way of favour; but what god it was
that was with him through all that scene of wickedness, in the contrivance
and execution of his own murder; he did not say nor did he say what god
it was with whom his brother then was; and we certainly have a right to
ask," Which God ?" because there are not only lords many, but gods many,
also; but sure I am, it was not the God of heaven that was with him, but
rather the god of this world; the prince of the power of the air, the spirit
that worketh in the children of disobedience. To plot self-murder, and
carry out that plot, certainly, is disobedience of the highest and most
aggravating description, and cannot be accomplished by any man, only as
that man is under the influential superintendence of him who is and has
been both by nature and calling or trade a murderer from the beginning.
But, if we look at the dreadful sin of suicide impartially, we shall be
constrained to acknowledge that there can be no hope for those who are
left to comInit that sin; and that this is the fearful condition of the
suicide is very evident, if we examine Ininutely what is left upon record
and what is omitted. In the biographies of the household of God, as
given to us by the Holy Ghost, we see nearly all sorts of crimes have
been committed by one and another of that household, and those crimes
have been blotted out and pardoned. But the crime of suicide was never
brought against any of the redeemed, whose cases are upon record in the
Scriptures of truth. Therefore, as we are left without an ensample of one
who was pardoned who had committed that crime, we are bound ,to say
that hope in such a case has no foundation in the Scriptures of God.
Under the typical dispensation, there were divers sacrifices appointed
to atone for divers sins; but there was no sacrifice appointed to atone for
the sin of suicide, nor could a sacrifice have been of any avail, unless a
sacrifice had been appointed for the dead, because the sin of suicide
could not have been consummated until the criminal was really dead.
And, as the sin of suicide is shut out from atonement by a typical sacrifice, this shows that the anti-typical sacrifice of Christ has not made
atonementfor that sin, therefore the sin cannot be pardoned; for" without
sh.edding of .blood ther~ is no remission." Therefore, in relation to this
CrIme, there IS not one smgle thing upon record that we can look at and,
through patience ~nd comfort of the Scriptul'es, might h~ve hope. Oh, no ;
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the Scriptures are silent in this matter; therefore, unless we want to proclaim our own folly, we also shall be constrained to do as Aaron did upon
the death of his two sons, hold our peace.~;,
.
The town where I was then living being a parliamentary borough, the
contentions and squabbling between the partizans of Lord Huntingtower
and Lord Darlington being frequent, and at times very hot, also seeing
but little fruit of my labour among the people, I settled in my own mind
to leave the place and go into Wales, and obtain a situation of some kind.
The first place I called at, when I arrived in Wales, was the British
Iron Works; there I met with a person who told me that a superintending engineer was wanted, the old one having left a few ays before I
called, and that I was at liberty to use this gentleman's name. Being
thus encouraged, I went with boldness to the manager's office, who
received me with great politeness; but, when I had told him my business,
he looked upon me with a smile, and said, " No, I shall not give you
that situation, although I want a ·man to fill that department." I inquired his reason for refusing me, and he said, "You look more like a
Methodist preacher than an engineer, therefore I shall not engage you."
Expostulation I found made him angry.
On that journey I heard of and was recommended to several situations;
but could not succeed in obtaining one. Being now many miles from
home, and, having tarried in hope hoping until my money was spent, all
but a few pence, I concluded that I must return towards home.
In retUl'ning, I had to pass through Newport; and, when there, I called
into a shop, and, after I had done my business with the mistress of the shop
and was walking out, I heard some one behind call me by my name;
and, looking round, I saw the master of the shop, who held out his hand
saying how glad he was to see me, nor would he let my hand go until he
had led me into his parlour, it being then tea-time. After tea he inquired
where.I was going, which, when he had heard, said, "There is rio packet
until to-morrow morning; therefore you must tarry here and make my
house your home for this night." I thought, "Ah, you do not know that I
am almost pennyless, nor shall you know it if I can possibly prevent it."
I then thought, " If I tarry here until the morning, and this man should go
with me to the packet he will then see that I have not any money to pay
for my ticket, and this I must conceal." After tea I said, " Well, I think I
shall go and look over the town, and see what is to be seen. I aimed to
get out of his sight, if possible, that I might travel round to Gloucester, for
I knew of no other way for me to go that I might get over the water.
The moment I said I would walk round the town, my friend rose up and
said, "So we will; and I shall be able to show you some novelties." When
I found that he would not leave me, I made up my mind to rise early
in the morning and leave the house before he was up. With these
thoughts I retired to bed, and there I lay plotting how to prevent my
pennyles's condition being exposed. As the day was breaking in the
morning, and I was preparing to rise, there came a sharp rap at the
bedroom door, and the master of the house inquired if I was awake. To
my great mortification he came in, and, sitting down upon the side of the
bed, frustrated my designs of leaving the house unobserved. After a
'" The awful sin of suicide has of late become so common, and men in general seem so
disposed to east off all restraint, or rear of God, that we have thought it well to allow the
above-named facts.and comments to pass, as a protest against the practices and false charity
of the age in which we live.-EDITOR.
-
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long conversation he said, " Well, I must go down now, and you will come as
soon as you can, because breakfast will be waiting." As he left the room he
took me by the hand, and left fivo shillings there, which at first! objected
to keep; but he said, "Put it into your pocket; you are a long way from
home, and do not know what you may want before you get there."
After breakfast, reading, pray.er, and a little conversation, the packetbell rang, and I, then, who had money enough to pay for my ticket, was
all alacrity; but my friend to whom I was indebted for that money ran
before me to the clerk and took a ticket. I thought he might be going
to Bristol upon business, thorofore I should have a choice companion on
the journey, for he was a dear man of God. But, when I went to the clel'k
to ask for my ticket, the ticket which my friend had paid for was put into
my hand with, "That is your ticket." When the mooring chains were
thrown off he shook hands with me, and left another half-a-crown in my
hand. In this bountiful manner and in this way, did the Lord at that
time provide for me, and supply all my need; so that had the same
question been asked me that was ..(l-llce proposed to the disciples: "vVhen
I sent you without purse and scrip, lacked ye anything?" with blushing
I should have been constrained to say, as they said, "Nothing;" no, I
lacked nothing; only God-glorifying faith, against hope to believe in hopo,
and God-magnifying thanksgiving, giving thanks always for all things
to Him.
(To be eOnlillucd.)

AN OUTLINE OF THE DAYS OF HEIWEY.
ABOVE a hundred years ago a very interesting coterie of godly and literary men met at a breakfast to which they had been convened by Whitfield and Hervey. There are many Bible-readings now and clerical
breakfasts, but where could such an one be found as that which the great
Revivalist and the man who loved to meditate among the tombs gave to
their noted cotemporaries, Gill, Romaine, Wesley, and Cennick? These
gatherings, we are told, were often held at the Tabernacle in Moorfields ;
and "they were seasons of holy joy, the Spirit descended with great
power upon t~eir souls, their faith was strengthened, their love quickened, their zeal stimulated, and their lives afresh devoted to the service
of their Master." This was in the year 1750, a few years 1?efore the
separation of Whitfield and Wesley, and the epistolary controversies
.between the latter with Gill,· Toplady, and lIervey.
It is of Hervey now that a little i about to be said, for the current of
his life flowed so smoothly, that there is not much of detail to record.
This is just what he would have de ir d, anrl hushed into silence every
notice of himself, for his ruling grace was humility. It is related of him
that on being paid some compliment by a gentleman on account of his
writings, he replied, laying his hand on his breast, "Oh, sir, you would
not strike the sparks of applause if you knew how much corrupt tinder I
have within."
James Hervey was among the small number of young men at Oxford,
who in 1732 formed themselves into a little band of champions for the
Go pel, in the midst of extreme opposition on every side; the two
"'IVesl ys, Whitfield, and himself composed the number. Then was the
dawn of the great Revival, the beginning of the spread of Gospel truth,
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into which the leaven of error quickly found its way; for it was then and
now, as in the days of Job, "that when the sons of God came to present
themselves before the Lord, Satan also- came up with them." Before his
college life Hervey had been educated at the G-rammar School of Northampton. His father was a clergyman at Collingtree, and from his
mother he appears to have received his first instructions. Indications of
talent were early given, and it is recorded of his schoolmaster that he
kept young Hervey back in his studies, that he might not eclip8e lbi8 own 8on.
Of his conversion we have no detail, nor of the exercises through which
he was led. At the age of eighteen he appears to have been brought by
the Spirit to "feel after" Christ; but his views then, we are told, "from
letters to his sister, speak a language different from free grace, for which
he was afterwards so powerful an advocate; or at least they treat very
confusedly of it." It was just then that a work fell into his hands by a
Mr. J enks, entitled" Submission to the Righteousness of God;" and this
was the appointed means of leading Hervey into truth, and probably of
opening up to his mind that doctrine of imputed righteousness which
became in after-life his darling theme, even to the exclusion of other
truths equally important and scriptural. His first curacy was at Bideford, in Devonshire, where he became greatly beloved by his people; and
from thence he went to Weston Favel, near Northampton, and remained
there until his death, devoted to his work, and living in the hearts of his
flock. The first work which ranked Hervey among authors of a superior
class, written at the age of thirty-eight, was "Meditations among the
Tombs." It was well received, and had a rapid sale. A writer of that
day says of it, "It tends to inculcate some of the most distinguished doctrines of the Gospel, such as the necessity of regeneration, the utter impotency of fallen man to help himself, the efficacy of the grace of God for
that purpose, and the justification of a guilty sinner through faith in the
blood of Christ." Further than this it certainly does not go, and some
would say, "What more was needed?" But the apostle Paul did not
shun to declare the whole coun8el of God. The style of this work, with
contemplations on various subjects, is fatiguingly pedantic; very unnatural, from its highly poetic tone and colouring, and deficient (as all
Hervey's works are) in the great charm of 8implicity.
It was about this time that Whitfield visited Doddridge and Hervey
at Northampton; both of whom had been instrumental in the conversion
of an infidel physician there, Dr. Stonhouse, who afterwards became an
eminent Gospel preacher. Whitfield thus writes: "On Tuesday I
preached in the morning to Dr. Doddridge's family, and in the afternoon
to about two thousand in the field. Dr. Stonhouse, Mr. Hervey, &c.,
attended me, and walked with me afterwards along the street, so that I
hope the physician will now turn his back on the world, and be content
to follow a despised crucified Redeemer without reserve. I expounded at
his house in the evening, and am hereafter to come to it as my own."
After this, Hervey (who had been ill) visited Whitfield at his Tabernacle
house in London. An interesting circumstance occurred. on his way there;
he stayed for a few days with Dr. Cotton, who kept a lunatic asylum at
St. Albans: to him Lady Huntingdon had been made very useful in
pointing out the absence of Gospel truth from a poem he had written and
sent to her. Hervey now cunfirmed all she had said, and Dr. Cotton's
views underwent a radical change. Thus, indeed, was" a wheel" of providence "within a wheel;" for it was to this asylum the beloved and
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afflicted Cowper was afterwards taken, and Dr. Cotton became the
honoured instrument of imparting peace and blessing to the troubled
mind of the gentle poet.
Hervey was no bigot; he once wrote "Between Christians, whose
judgments disagree only about a form of prayer, 01' manner of worship,
I apprehend there is no more cssential difference than between flowers
which bloom from the same kind of secd, but happen to be somewhat
diversified in the mixture of their colours." With Dr. Gill a long and
lasting intimacy continued, and, when the learned Doctor published his
" Exposition on the Song of Solomon," Hervoy passed a high encomium on
it in a work of his own: "It prcsents us with rich and charming displays
of the glory of Clu:ist's person, the froeness of His grace to sinners, and
the tenderness of His love to the Chureh, as cannot but administer the
most exquisite delight to the believing soul."
"Theron and Aspasio" next appeared, the last and best work of Mr.
Hervey. Flowery, stiff, and rhetorical as the style may be, it is a production of great talent and extreme value, as setting forth with peculiar
clearness and perspicuity Hervey's one favourite doctrine, imputed righteousness. Deeper truths are implied, but not set forth. However, thero
was sufficient Calvinism in it to raise the ire of John Wesley; and God,
who makes" the wrath of man to pmise Him," overruled this p rsecution
through which His servant passed to the furtherance of the Gosp 1; £ 1', had
not the founder of the Methodists expressed in a publish dlett l' his bitt r
antagonism to the truth containecl in " Theron and Aspasio," wo should
never have had the eleven far-famed lett rs of its author written in reply.
Hervey, who had little confidence in himself, was in the habit of sending
his manuscripts to various friends for correction (a dangerous practice, as
it proved in his own case). He thus writes to Lady Huntingdon, "I send
you the first four dialogues beseeching you to peruse them, not with tho
partiality of a friend, but the severity of a critic. The like request I havo
made to others, and have received their friendly corrections." WhitfieH
was asked to correct, and his modest reply was, "for me to play the critic
on your work would be like holding up a candle to the sun." Now John
W esley was not quite so modest; in an evil moment "Th ron and
Aspasio" was sent for his gentle criticism, and what did "Mr, J 11n" (ne
Toplady calls him) do? Why, the latter shall now t 11 U , "
l'ul
sheets having been transmitt d to Mr. John (an h nom f whi h h a n
showed himself quite unworthy), h nIt r d, dd d, and r tr n b cl itlt
such insolence and wnntonne of di tn rinl nuth rity, as di gu t d ven
the candid and modest Mr. H rv y, Th
ns quen was, Mr, Wesley
lost his supervisorship, and in return set hims lfto depreciate the performance he was not allowBd to spoil." Toplady himself had suffered in liko
manner from the pen of Wesley, and he is now uncommonly sharp upon
him. " The world has long seen that unmixed politeness, condescending
generosity, and the most conciliating benevolence, can no more soften Mr.
Wesley's rugged rudeness, than the melody of David's harp could lay tho
north wind. Mr. Hervey in his famous eleven letters has handl d Mt·.
W sley with all the delicacy and tendernesss that a virtuoso would eh ,
in at hing a butterfly whose plumage he wishes to preserve uninjUl' d, r
a lady in wiping a piece of china which she dreads to break. Did Ml'.
1111 Y
pr fit y the amazing meekness of his amiable and elegant refut I'? 1\,
but h wo. cl WOI'se and worse; like Saul, he strove to stab Ul nl\m of
that in stimabl friend, whose Gospel music was calculated t diap
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him of his evil spirit." A very few extracts are now given from Wesley's
letter and Hervey's reply : Wesley: "You say, 'as sin and misery have abounded through the first
Adam, mer y and raco have much more abounded through the Second,
so that none can have any l' Mon to omplain.' No, not if the Second
Adam died for all; oth rwi e, all £ l' whom He did not die have great
reason to complain, for they inevitably fall by the £h'st Adam without any
help from the Second."
Hervey: "Out of zeal to demolish the doctrine of election you scruple
not to overleap the bounds of integrity and truth. . . . . Be pleased to
review a passage in your book on original sin, where you have thought
proper to make a quotation from my dialogues. It relates to that great
doctrine of the Gospel, Christ becoming the Representative and federal
Head of sinners. Upon this occasion Aspasio says, 'As Adam was a
public person and acted in the stead of all mankind, so Christ was a public
Person and acted in behalf of all His people. As Adam was the first
generall'epr sentative of this kind, Christ was the Second and Last.' Here
you substitute the word mankind instead of tltis kind, and thereby lead the
reader to suppose that Aspasio considers our glorious Representative as
standing in this capacity to the whole human race, than which nothing
can be more injurious to the sense of his words."
Wesley: "The righteousness wrought out by Jesus Christ is wrought
out for all His people: . . . . But what becomes of all other people?
They must inevitably perish for ever. The die was cast or ever they were
in being! I would sooner be a Turk, a Deist, yea, an Atheist, than I could
believe this. It is less absurd to deny the very being of God than to make
Him an almighty Tyrant. "
. Hervey: "For all His people. From this expression, though used by a
prophet, authorized by an angel, and to be found in many places of Scripture, Mr. Wesley deduces some very dreadful and offensive consequences,
so dreadful that he would sooner be, &c. My dear sir, let me give you
a word of friendly advice: before you turn Turk or Deist or Atheist, see
that you first become an honest man. They will all disown you if you go
over to their party destitute of common honesty."
Wesley: "You say God is a boundless ocean of good ! Nay, that ocean
is far from boundless if it wholly passes by nine-tenths of mankind."
Hervey: "What if it had passed by all mankind, as it certainly did all
the devils, would it have been the less boundless on that account? - I wish,
methinks, you would study the evil of sin more, and not so frequently
obtrude upon us a subject of which neither you nor I seem to be masters,
then we should neither have hard thoughts of God or high thoughts of
ourselves."
Hervey's answer to Wesley's awful view of the covenant of grace is
admirable, but enough has been already given, though the whole eleven
letters are a valuable addition to a theological library.
It would have been well for the eulogizers of Mr. Wesley if that
remarkable man had laid down his pen, when by the hand of death
Hervey laid down his. But Wesley was not to be silenced, and Toplady,
who a few years after, when the grave was to close over him, fell also
under his most bitter pen, thus wrote: "Every artifice that could be
invented has been thrown out to blacken the memory of the most exemplary man this age has produced. Mr. Wesley insulted him when living,
and continues to trample on him though dead. He digs him, as it were,
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out of his grave, Fasses sentence on him as a heretic, ties him to tho
stake, burns him to ashes, and scatters those ashes to the four winds.')
Wesley was not the only opponent of Hol'voy; the noted R9bert Sandeman,
in the publication of his" Letters on 'l'horon and Aspasio," denounced
that work as heretical. But tho works of the sweet writer, and the
sermons of the faithful preacher wcro now to ccase, and the service below
exchanged for the service above. nervey had always a weakly constitution, so that when his last illness came it was soon over; he died ofa rapid
decline. His patience was as g-ren t as his suiferings were extreme, and,
while his own views of himself were of the lo,vlicst cl I aracter, he was
favoured with the fullest assurance. Once he was observed to weep,
when, turning to a friencl, he said, "Do not think that I am afraid to die.
I assure you I am not. I know what my Saviour hath done for me, and I
want to be gone." Then lamenting how little he knew of the word of
God (how few know as mUGh!) he added, "How many preGious texts are
there big with the most riGh truths of Christ which we cannot comprehend,
which we know nothing of; and of those we do know how few do we
remember! ' A good textuary is a good divine ;' and that is the armour,
the word of God is the sword. Those texts are the weapons I must use,
when that subtle spirit, that arch-adversary of mankind, comes to tempt
and sift me in my last conflict. Surely I had need be well provided with
these weapons; I had need have my quiver full of them to answer atan
with texts out of the word of God when he assaults me. Thus did Christ
when He was tempted."
"On the 25th (Christmas Day) on which he died, his curate, Mr. Maddock, paying him his morning visit, Mr. Hervey lifted up his head and
opened his eyes as he sat in his easy chair (for he could not lie in bed) to
see who it was, and said, "Sir, I cannot talk with you." He complained
much all this day of a great inward conflict which he had, laying his hand
upon his breast, and saying," Oh, you know not how great a conflict I have."
During this time he almost constantly lifted up his eyes towards heaven,
with his hands clasped together in a praying form, and said two or three
times, 'When the great conflict is over, then--' but said no more." Dr.
Stonhouse told him he had but a few moments to live, when: Hervey
exclaimed, "Then let me spend them in adori.ng my great Redeemer."
He expatiated in a most striking manner on those words of St. Paul, 1
Cor. iii. 23, 'All thing8 are your8, hie and death; for ye m·e Clw£8t's.' 'Here,'
says he, 'is the treasure of a Christian. Death is mentioned among his
inventory, and a noble treasure it is. How thankful am I for death, as it
is the passage through which I pass to the Lord and Giver of eternal life.
Oh, welcome, welcome death: thou may'st well be reckoned among the
treasures of the Christian. To live is Christ, but to die is gain." About
three o'clock he said, "The great eonfliet £8 over; now all is done.' After which
he scarce spoke any other words intelligibly, except now and then, 'Preeiou8
8alvation.''' Christ was precious to him, and he was precious to Christ,
so with those sweet words on his li.ps, the gracious, gifted,but lowly J ames
Hervey fell asleep in Jesus at the early age of forty-five.
O.
[What a blessed closing up ! Dear reader, amid the strife outwardly
and the struggle inwardly, how often personally are we disposed to adopt
the memorable words of the immortal coalheaver, "I am sick of professors, I am sick of possessors; and, most of all, I am sick of myself."
When we read of the contentions and the bitterness, we say of those who
have passed away, " But what about the end? How fared it with them in
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the swellings of Jordan? What was their testimony as they felt 'flesh
and heart failing,' and knew they were about to occupy the little narrow
house appointed for all living, 01', as OUr lnte I v d brother of Plymouth
used to say, ' whon a d al boal'd h llli within n:C IV inches of our face,"oh, how difl) rently do m n nnd thin pr nt th ID elves then! Into what
becoming in ignificance d
groat J sink th n! And how precious is the
assurance, mid t the conflict and ulld l' th gnlling weight of the cross,
when the Lord condescendingly and graciously says: "Go thou [oh, how
sweet the personal thou-go thou] thy way till the end be, for thou shalt
rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days." Deal' Father, notwithstanding all sin, wretchedness, and demerit, do grant it, for a precious
Ohrist's sake. Grant that each and every member of the dear mystic
body of a risen and glorified Lord may continue to realize Thy dear supporting hand and soothing power amid all the vicissitudes of the wilderness, and at last enjoy Thy sweet love-tokens and renewed pledges of Thy
presence and power as they enter the river of death, and pass over dryshod to the b tter land. Oh, subdue all fears'-dispel all darknesssilence the accuser of the br thren-and give thy once timid and trembling ones to exclaim, "Yea, thoagh I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death I will fear no evil: for ThOle art with me,. Thy rod anll
thy staff they comfort me." Lord, be it unto us according to Thy word.
Amen, amen.
" Thou on my head in early youth didst smile,
And, though rebellious and perverse meanwhile,
Thou hadst not left me, oft as I left Thee;
On to the close, 0 Lord, abide with me!
" I need Thy presence cv'ry passing hour,
What but Thy gracc ca,n foil tbe 'rempter's pow'r ?
Who like Thyself my guille and stay can be l'
Through clouds and suns':1ine, oh, abide with me !
" I fear no foe, with 'l'bee a,t band to bless,
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness:
Where is death's sting? wbere, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me.
" Hold then Thyself before my closing eyes!
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies:
Heav'n's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee;
In life and death, 0 Lord, abide with me!"
-EDITOR]
OHRIST THE SAVIOUR.

".Fur Gud sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world,. but that the
world through Him might be saved." - J OIIN iii. 17.
IT is sin that condemns the world, but all who are saved are saved by
Ohrist alone. "For the Son of Man is not come to destroy men's lives,
but to save them" (Luke ix. 56). "Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no
man" (J o11n viii. 15). What a reproof is here to us, who are so ready to
judge. our fellow-creatures! How often, indeed, we do "judge after the
flesh!" "A11ll if any man hear my words,.and believe not, I judge him
not: fur I came not to judge the world, but to save the world" (John xii.
47). "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath One that
judgeth him: tile word that I ltave spoken, tlte same shall judge him in th6 last
day" (vel'. 48).
W.
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~trmons

nnh Jofts of ~trntons.

OUTLINE OF A SERMON
PREACHED ON SUNDAY MORNING, MARCH 29, 1868, A'l' 'l'llOltNl'ON CHURCH, BY

THE

REV. S. ADAMS, VlCAIl.

" Remembering without ceasing your WM'le of faith, and labour of love, and
. patience of hope ~'n our Lord Jesus Clwist, in the sight of God and oU'}' Father,1 THESS. i. 3.
I DELIGHT to read the Epistles of the beloved Paul to the Gentile
Ohurches, because he writes to them so lovingly, and he expresses so
much thought and concern about them. He said he had the care of
all the Ohurches, and truly he showed his carefulness towards them all;
for he always begins with his sweet salutation, "Grace be to you and
peace." He saith he made mention of them in his prayers, and this a
minister of Ohrist will do-that he remembered them continually, they
were never out of his mind: for their work of faith, their labour of love,
and their patience of hope in the Lord Jesus Ohrist. We know the Lord
Jesus Ohrist makes mention of His people in His intercession, and that
the Ohurch is never out of His mind. The wicked say of the righteous,
" God hath forsaken him; persecute, and take him; for there is none to
deliver him:" and the righteous say at times, "The LOl,d hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me:" but Jehovah saitb, "Oan
a woman forget her sucking child [the babe that always needs the
mother], that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb?
yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have
graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually
before me" (Isaiah xlix. 14-16). Not one of His chosen and redeemed
people can ever be forgotten by Him. But to return-the apostle gives
us these proofs or evidences of our election, "knowing, brethren beloved,
your election of God." First, the Gospel having come into our hearts, not
in word or doctrine only, but also in Divine power, "for it is the power qf
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth," and in the Holy Ghost
bearing witness to our spirits that we are born of God. Secondly, that
we have received the word of truth in much affliction, in deep experience,
in great searchings of heart, in humblings of soul, with self-loathing,
contrition, repentance, and many cries and tears, yet with joy in the
Holy Ghost, joy and peace at times, "joy unspeakable and full of glory,"
And, thirdly, saith the apostle, "Ye became followers of us, and of the
Lord," making manifest that God has "called you out of darkness into His
marvellous light,-with a holy calling, not according to our works, lmt according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Ohrist Jesus
before the world began," "so that ye were ensamples to all that believe in
Macedonia and Achaia."
Let us now speak of the work of faith, the labour of love, and the
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Ohrist, in the sight of God and our
Father. May the blessed Spirit this morning condescend to teach us these
heavenly things and seal them to our hearts with His Divine power.
"Remembering without ceasing your worle of faith."-Now faith is not a
mere assent to the truth, as some assert; for such faith is only with the
mind, and what God requires of every man wheresoever He sends His
Gospel, as He commands also every man who hears it to repent. It is
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unreasonable not to believe all that the prophets have spoken, all the
word of God declares; for do not the devils believe and tremble, but riot
repent? They never doubt one word of Divine rflvelation ; man, therefore,
is worse than Satan. Faith, moreover, is not a temporary grace, so that
a man believes to-dav and afterward becomes an unbeliever. We know
that some shall depart from the faith they once professed, &c. (1 Tim. iv.
1) ; but these never had the faith of God's elect; ":they went out from us,"
saith John, "but they were not of us ; for if they had been of us, they would
no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be
made manifest that they were not all of us " (1 John ii. 19). Now our dear
Lord said to Peter, "I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not; therefore it cannot faiL" And He said to Nicodemus, "God so loved the
world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in_
Him should not perish but have everlasting life;" therefore, whosoever
believeth in Him cannot perish. The faith of God's elect can never fail,
because it is the gift of God. "By grace are ye saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God." " For the gifts and calling
of God are without repentance" (Rom. xi. 29). Real faith is the operation
of the Spirit in the soul. Being" buried with Ohrist in His baptism
[unto death], wherein also ye are risen with Him through the faith of the
operation of God, who hath raised Him from the dead" (001. ii. 12).
"This is the work of God," said the Saviour, "that ye believe on Him
whom He hath sent" (John vi. 29). It is the work, it is in the heart"for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness" (Rom. x. 10). It
is attended with Divine power. "vVherefore," saith the -apostle, "also
we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this
calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of His goodness, and the work of
faith with power" (2 Thess. i. 11). The apostle John says, "As many
as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even
to them that believe on His name." This power follows our new birth" Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God" (John i. 12, 13), and this power is the spirit of
adoption in our hearts,-indeed, all things are of God,-all is of grace,and all things are given to us, for true faith is trusting only in the Lord;
and, saith Paul, " Ye are all the children of God by faith in Ohrist Jesus"
(Gal. iii. 26).
I am rather particular upon faith, because so many deceive themselves
by calling themselves believers who never felt their sin of unbelief, their
lack of faith, their inability to believe and the work of faith in the heart.
There are many deceivers, many antichrists, and many false prophets;
but, blessed be God, not one shall ever deceive one of God's elect. Faith
is not a mere creed nor confession, not a mere assent of the mind nor the
power of man. " Faith is the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen," an evidence and a reality in the soul born again.
Faith is attended with joy: "Having this confidence," writes the apostle,
"I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your furtherance
andjoy of faith" (Phil. i. 25); "Not that we have dominion over your faith,
-but are helpers of your joy" (2001'. i. 24), and Peter saith (1 Peter i. 8),
" yet believing, ye rejoice with joy," &c. Faith overcomes the world, saith
John (1 John v. 4), and this we may see if we read the eleventh chapter
of Paul to the Hebrews, and, I hope, know it also.
" Remembering without oeasing your work offaith." -Faith is exercised upon
God, His counsels of old, which are faithfulness and truth; "for the Lord
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hath appeared of old unto me, saying," saith the prophet Jeremiah, "I have
lo~ed thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have
I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3). Faith contemplates His everlasting love,
His eternal election, His eternal purpose, which He purposed in Christ
Jesus our Lord; His everlasting covenant, which is all our salvation, and
which is ordered in all things, and is sure to all the seed; His exceeding
great and precious promises in Christ, which are yea and amen in Him
unto the glory of God by us. Faith finds a continual feast in these great
things and deep things of God. So also it is exercised every day upon
the Lord Jesus Christ, His divine person, the excellency of His name,
His finished work upon the cross, His everlasting righteousness, His
eternal redemption, and His everlasting salvation. Faith meditates upon
the Spirit's divine work in the soul, enlightening the mind, quickening
our spirit, teaching and leading us into all the truth, also upon His omnipotent power in subduing sin within our members, His almighty operations of turning, changing, and comforting the heart; revealing and
glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ to the soul, and speaking His divine
word with power to it; so that the Gospel comes to us not in word
only, and we feel the freeness, fulness, richness, and greatness of the
Gospel of the grace of God. Once more, I find that faith produces comfort.
You can have no comfort but as your faith is on Christ. "According to your
faith," said the Saviour, "be it unto you." As, therefore, my faith increases or decreases on Him, so my comfort and joy increaso or decreaserise or fall. If my faith be weak, my comfort is small; therefore I pray,
"Lord, increase my faith, that I may grow in grace." But, if my faith
be strong, then my joy in the Lord is my strength. My dear friends,
examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith, and the faith be in you;
prove your own selves, know your own selves, judge your own selves.
But I must proceed.
"A.nd labour of love."-The apostle writes, "God is not unrighteous to
forget your work and labour oflove, which ye have showed toward His name,
in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister" (Heb. vi. 10).
This shows what labour everyone will take toward the brethren where love
is felt, for labour signifies exertion, industry, and difficulty; and this is
proved by our Lord's words to those on His right hand at the judgment-day,
when He recounts their work of faith and labour of love, of giving meat to
the hungry, and drink to the thirsty, of receiving the stranger, clothing the
naked, visiting the sick and the prisoner: "Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me," &c.
(Matt. xxv. 35-40.) Paul saith, "faith worketh by love "-love excites
faith to work-ofor faith and love are exercised together. Faith has to do
with God-" Have faith in Go:l," said the Saviour-with divine and spiritual
things; and love has t9 do with man, for the love of Christ thus constrains
us towards His sheep and lambs. "If ye love me," said He, "feed them."
We know that Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for it; and
greater love could no man show than to lay down his life; and we know
that the great love wherewith He so loved His bride made Him undertake her ransom, and go through all He suffered for her righteousness,
redemption, and salvation; and, if you have the love of Christ, you will
labour in word and doctrine, in duty and obedience, in truth and in the
Gospel.
"And pat~'ence of hope."-This is the third grace. "Now abideth faith,
hope, and charity, these tlu:ee; but the greatest of these is charity."
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These three graces go together. If you have one you have the other two.
If one is in exercise, so are the others. You can never lose one; they
are always in the heart, and always at work; for these three agree in
one. Faith is joined to love; for it worketh by it (Gal. v. 6). Faith is
joined to. hope; for faith is the substance of things hoped for (Heb.
xi. 1). And love is joined to hope; "for hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost
which is given unto us" (Rom. v. 5). The apostle mentions these three
in the text together; so he does 1 Cor. xiii. 13, and Col. i. 4, 5, and Heb.
vi. 10, 11. These three graces the Churches of Christ greatly need.
We want greater faith, stronger faith, and more faith, such as the
saints had in the eleventh chapter to the Hebrews. We want in our
souls stronger love, such as many waters cannot quench: love to Jesus, as
Mary (John xii. 3-5); love to saints, as the Philippians to Paul, who
sent once and again to his necessity, and, like the Corinthians, who, beyond their power, sent their liberality to the poor saints; and. we need
more hope in God, like David (Psalm xlii. 5). But, when the blessed
Spirit blows upon our garden, our spices flow out. Then we feel God is
our God, and we say, "This God is our God, for ever and ever!" and
we say, " '['he Lord is my Lord and my God, my Helper and Defender, my
Saviour, and exceeding great reward." Then we feel every day our faith laying hold of Jesus, and of the covenant, and of the atonement. We experience God is love, and he that dwelleth in love d welleth in God, and God in
him; and we feel hope maketh not ashamed, but is sure and stedfast; we
have the hope of our calling, the hope of the Gospel, and the hope of eternal
life. I often feel it is my mercy that no one knoweth my heart but God,
and none can search it but the Lord-that none can know my communion
with Him, my joy in Him, my love to Him, my delight in Him, and my
earnest desire to be with Him, and to praise and glorify Him for ever.
"All graces are in Christ."-" From me," saith He, "is thy fruit found."
All works are in Him, for without Him we can do nothing. Therefore,
faith looks to Him for every work and fruit, love waits for Him, and hope
casts herself upon Him. The apostle saith these three graces were done
in the sight of God and our Father, who never forgets them, for they are
the work of His Spirit. In the sight of God, who sees all things, and of
our Father, who knows all things-that is, the apostle signifies He ROt
only sees as God to mark what we do amiss, but He sees as a Father to
forgive our faults, and to 'love us the same. The wicked have G:od to
judge, but not a Father to bless. The righteous have a God of all grace
and a Father of all mercies. This, then, is our mercy, comfort, and privilege-et knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God."

~orrtsuonbmte.
THE REV. J. C. RYLE AND HIS WRITINGS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

My DEAR FRIEND,-I confess it made me just now feel sad to see the
pages of your new number of the Gospel Magazine lent to defame the name
of a servant of the Lord. I love the truths for which X. too uncharitably
contends, and it is capable of being easily proved that Mr. Ryle believes
and prizes and earnestly proclaims them: all, excepting only" particular
B B
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redemption." Has our God anywhere said, "He that doth not hold particular redemption, let him be accursed and denounced, and have every
evil thing said of him ?" One would think so, to re, d the strictures of X.
Such denunciations savouring more of the tone of Papal Bulls, than of that
of the word of God, may please some of your readers, but I doubt greatly
their being pleasing to Him who thus replied to one of His disciples when
he said to Him, "Master, we saw one casting out devils in Thy name,
and he followeth not us: and we forbad him, because ho followeth not
us :" "Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in
my name, that can lightly speak evil of us. For he that is not against us
is on our part."
I cannot believe that you go heartily with X. If you do, you are very
inconsistent, for other pages of this very Gospel 1£agazine speak in terms
of commendation of men quite one in their views of evangelical doctrines
with Mr. Ryle; for instance, the revered Bishop of Cashel and Dr.
M'Neile.
Oh, my dear friend, don't let your pages be sullied with such blasphemies
against servants dear to the Master, as the article signed X. levels against
Mr. Ryle. Yet this is the man who in his tract" Never Perish" has
written, among many other good things, these words:Reader, perhaps you are not aware what a vast store of comfortable truths
the Bible contains for the peculiar benefit of rcal Christians. Thcrc is a
spiritual treasure-house in the word, which many never enter and some eyes
have not so much as seen. There you will find many a golden verity, besides
the old first principles of repentance, faith, and conversion: There you will
see in glorious array the everlasting election of the saints in Christ,-the
special love wherewith God loved them before the foundation of the world,their mystical union with their risen Head in heaven and His consequent sympathy with them,-their interest in the perpetual intercession of .Jesus their
High Priest-their liberty of daily communion with the Father and the Sontheir full assurance of hope-their perseverance to the end. These are some
of the precious things laid up in Scripture for those who love God. These are
truths which some neglect from ignorance. Like the Spaniards in California,
they know not the l'ich mines beneath their feet. These are truths which
some neglect from false humility. They look at them afar off with fear and
trembling, but dare not touch them. But these are truths which God has
given for our learning-which you and I are bound to study. It is impossible
to neglect them without inflicting injury upon ourselves.
Since it was so painful to the natural feelings of X. to write as he has
done, surely he will not be unwilling to look a little further into the
writings of a man he condemns as a teacher of Romish doctrine, and, finding his grievous mistake, acknowledge his error.
I might add much more, but forbear. The cause of truth will never be
furthered by such wholesale and sweeping declamations as the article by
X. contains. With sincere Christian regard,
Ever yours in Jesus,
Southsea, May, 1868.
F. BALDEY.
P.S.-Since writing I have been thinking over Mr. Ryle's five points,
and I confess I find it only more and more impossible to discover in them
the very smallest taint of Romish doctrine. Where is it? Do tell me.
"1. The Bible, and the Bible alone, contains the religion of Protestants.
2. Man utterly depraved and fallen; consequently, if saved at all,
must be saved by free and sovereign grace and love.
3. Christ is alL
.
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4. No man can say that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost.
5. 'The wind bloweth . . . . so is everyone that is born of the Spirit.'
The inward work is manifested in the outward life and conversation."
Wh n Rome teaches such doctrines as these she will cease to be an
al 0 tll.te and doomed Church.
Does Mr. Ryle say that there are no other truths of Ohristianity than
those he has named as distinguishing "Modern Evangelicalism? "
An0ther montbly publication for this month contains an extract from
some work by Mr. Ryle, which I have cut out and enclose. Is it Romish
doctrine? If so, Rome teaches more scriptural doctrine than I supposed.
NEVER.
.
" I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."

Let every believer grasp these words, and store them up in his heart. Keep
them ready, and have them fresh in your memory; you will want them one
day. The Philistines will be upon you, the hand of sickness will lay you low,
the king of terrors will draw near, the valley of the shadow of death will open
up b fore your eyes. Then comes the hour when you will find nothing so
comforting as a text like this, nothing so cheering as a realising sense of
God's companionship.
Stick to that word, "never." It is worth its weight in gold. Cling to it as
a drowning man clings to a rope. Grasp it firmly, as a soldier attacked on all
sides grasps his sword. God has said, and He will stand to it, " I will never
leave thee."
" Never!" Though your heart be often faint, and you are sick of self, and
your many failures and infirmities-even then the promise will not fail.
" Neve~' ! " Though the devil whispers, "I shall have you at last; yet a
little time and your faith will fail, and you will be mine." Even then the
word of God will stand.
" Neve'/" ! " When the cold chill of death is creeping over you, and friends
can do no more, and you are starting on that journey from which there is no
return-even then Christ will not forsake you.
" Nevm' !" When the day of judgment comes, and the books are opened,
and the dead arc rising from their graves, and eternity is beginning-even
then the promise will bear all your weight; Christ will not leave His hold on
your soul.
Oh, believing reader, trust in the Lord for ever, for He says, "I will never
leave you." Lean back all your weight upon Him, do not be afraid. Glory in
His promise. Rejoice in the strength of your consolation. You may say
boldly, "The Lord is my Helper, I will not fear."-Riyle.
[It would be unjust to hold any editor or journalist responsible for the
entire sentiments of his correspondents. If we considered such responsibility were fairly !lond legitimately incurred, we should deem it our
bonnden duty to resign our position instantly. We would never undertake to endorse aU that any man advances, simply because we believe
even the best taught and the most highly-favoured of God have, after all,
but partial lig-ht, and only h-mited teaching. The Most High will never
allow any of His creatures to be substituted for Himself-that man shall
be 100keJ to instead of God. "Who teacheth like Him?"
We trust that by this time-after a lapse of eight-and-twenty yearsour views of divino truth are sufficiently well known by our readers to
render it unnecessary that we should formally state that we have long
lived in, and we hope to die by, a firm, fixed, unvarying belief and
rejoicing in the covenant verities of a covenant J ehovah, Father, Sun, and
Holy Ghost, for and on the behalf of a covenant people. The 17th of
John and the 1st and 2nd of Ephesians are the v,ery solace of our heart.
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The declaration of the psalmist, " Although my house be not so with God;
yet He hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things,
and sure: for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although He make
it not to grow," is to us increasingly precious, and grasped as tenaciously
as would a rope be by a drowning man. Whilst we thus, however,
soberly and honestly express our own views, not one jot or tittle of which
are we prepared to surrender; cowards as we are at pain and suffering,
we would sooner go to the stake to-morrow than do so; yet we hope we
have learnt to exercise some little forbearance towards those who may not
have been led precisely in our path, or been taught exactly in the same
way. The Holy Ghost is the Great Teacher; and, although Ilis teaching
is never contradictory, it varies in character and degree. Some are led
into a contemplation of one phase of truth, others of another; but all
taught their sinnership, and to know that fundamental, indispensable
truth, "By grace are ye saved."
Having made these remarks, we will just add, that it so happened that
we did not see the article to which our correspondent refers until we saw
it in the proof-sheet. Had the MS. fallen into our hand, in the usual
course, much as we value the contributions of "X." generally, we should
have declined its insertion, inasmuch as we consider it was a needless
attack upon one whom, although he may not see eye to eye with us in respect to redemption, we believe to be, nevertheless, an honoured servant
of God, and one whose testimony in these solemn times has most decidedly
been on the side of truth. The quotations by Mr. Baldey will abundantly
prove this.
.
Reference is made by Mr. Gregg to the" Five Sermons on the Five
Points," by the late Rev. W. Parks. Having complied with the request
that we would undertake the oversight of the Memoir and Notes of
Sermons by the late Rector of Openshaw, which are now passing through
the press, we find, in his lectures on the epistle of J ames, our dear
departed brother thus speaking:You perceive the apostle includes himself in this sweeping assertion, "Oftentimes we all offend, stumble, fall, even in our teaching, so let us beware." This
~ssertion gives rise to two reflections in my mind.
1. This humiliating fact ought to make us a little lenient with certain
teachers who have not our gifts or graces-men who, though God-begotten
(at least to all appearllince), do not teaoh or pI'ea-ch so cleady as we should
wish. You know I am no compromiser; I would not abate one jot or one
tittle of truth or duty for any man; but have we not met with certain
teachers of the kind I mention, who are rather muddy in their teaching, who
are not as bold and fearless as others, who do not draw the line of demarcation
as broadly as we should wish between believers and unbelievers, and should
we not call to mind the apostle's assertion, "In many things. we all offend,"
and not be too hard or harsh with them? I must say for myself that I have
often erred in this particular, and have said many severe things of certain teachers
who are weak in j1J,dgment. If a teacher believes that he is an unworthy
creature, a hell-deserving sinner, that graoe, sheer sovereign grace, can alone
save him, I believe I err when I sp ak or write anything in contempt of him.
Do not suppose for a moment that I am opening the door of charity for 'the
reception of all blundering, truth.hating tcacllers, No, no; I would not have
f llowship with such. I am speaking of the imperf ctly.taught or ungifted
ministeI's of God.
The above statement from a champion of God and truth in his day and
generation needs no comment from us. "He being dead, yet speaketh "
in thcso woighty and most forcible words. These are not times for
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" splitting hairs," where the fundamentals of our most holy faith are held
and proclaimed. Such" hair-splitting" were only to divide the besieged,
and give encouragement to the besiegers. Had Major Pritchard, in his
recent noble assault upon Magdala, parleyed with his men, or debated
upon matters of secondary importance with hi brother-officers, the hapless Theodore would have taken advantage of such delay and division,
and the consequences might have been fatal to the British flag. "Union
is strength." As far as the Protestantism of our land is concerned, it is
the" hair-splitting," the dividing and the sub-dividing, that has weakened
our one common interest, and made way for the advance and the but-toosad progress of Popery and Infidelity. Without the shadow of compromise of high and holy opinions and principles, there may be a thoroughly
conscientious differing and agreeing to differ, where absolutely nonessentials are concerned.
Of neither Mr. Gregg nor Mr. Ryle have we any personal knowledge
whatever. We believe them to be both men of God, and engaged in a
great and glorious work. . We venture, however, to express our opinion,
that when the former (whom we presume to be a young man) shall have
seen a little more service in the battle-field, and, by a,ge and growing
infirmities, be reminded that he must very soon render an account of
his stewardship; when then called to take a survey of the past, and a
review of his work, the fact that he has attacked one who in reality holds
-and has elsewhere propagated-his own views, will not be aml)ng his
happiest and most satisfactory reflections. We are one and all poor,
short-sighted, erring, dying creatures. The place that now knows us
will soon know us no more. Our marvel increasingly is, that God should
condescendingly and graciously make any use whatever of such poor
wayward worms of earth. Oh, then, for more of the spirit of the
patriarch, when, recognizing, as he did, brethrenship, he said, "See that
ye fall not out by the way." We remember, some thirty years ago,
penning these words, and the lapse of time, with all its numberless
changes, has in no wise led to a change of our sentiments in this respect:
"If a sigh or a tear could be witnessed in heaven, it would be because
there had been a previous falling out by the way on t,he part of those whose
soci-ety constituted no small part of its bliss." Oh, reader, reader, be it
yours and ours day by day so to live and act as we shall wish we had lived
and acted, when we come-and this will soon be the case-to lay our
heads upon our dying pillow: our eyes closing upon all time scenes, and
opening upon all the solemn realities of vast eternity. Let it be remembered that one of the leading mottoes of this Magazine, for eight-andtwenty years, has been, "Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace."-En.J

~ngging ~btnt5.-~

ilontglu !late.

"Oan ye not discern the signs of the times P"-MAT'r. xvi. 3.
FULL details have now reached us respecting the Abyssinian expedition. It
seems to have been most wonderfully successful; the heart of a country has
been reached, which has been hitherto considered to oppose insuperable ob:
stacles to an invading force; wilds have been traversed and mountains scaled
which are seldom trodden by the foot of men; an army of the natives has
been defeated, and their celebrated fortress, Magdala (said to be the strongest
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natural fortress in the world), taken without the loss of a single man, except one
who died afterwards of his wounds; whilst at the same time, all the prisoners
have been released, and their tyrannical oppressor slain. It seems almost as
if we had returned back to the days of the Israelites, when the Lord Himself
thundered from heaven against their enemies, and so discomfited them that
they were defeated without any loss on the Israelitcs' side. So complete has
been the success, that even the correspondent of a secular newspaper, who has
accompanied the expedition, observes, "This has .been by the spccial providence of God achieved; for that He has specially blessed our cfforts it would
be tbe height of scepticism to doubt." 'I'rue, the superiority of our troops,
both in arms and discipline, may have been very great, but they were by no
means superior in numbers; and the prodigious natural strength of their
fortifications might have enabled the Abyssinians to have long paralyzed the
efforts of so small a force as ours. We have learnt also lately in New Zealand,
that savages well armed are sometimes by no means despicable opponcnts,
more especially when tbey are aided by the advantages of strong positions.
All our efforts too, could have never prevented Theodore from putting his
poor prisoners to deatb, either before the approach of our soldiers, or after tbe
defeat of his army, if he had had the inclination to do so; and tbat he was to
the last capable of doing so, is proved from the fact that the day before our
troops arrived he put to death three hundred and forty defenceless people,
men, women, and children, some of whom he had kept in chains for years,
and flung their bodies over a precipice. We can only say, with deep gratitude,
" Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name be the praise." The
cause has been a righteous one; it has been undertaken in a str<lightforward,
honourable manner; the expedition also bas been commanded by one who
bears the name of being a true and humble-minded Christian, and God has
graciously and most signally vouchsafed His blessing.
Another cause for national gratitude is the escape of the Duke of Edinl:!urgh from the hand of a Fenian assassin. Our princes for long have seemed
almost to have borne a charmed life; for four hundred years no assassin's
hand has been permitted to cut off aI:y of them; and most deeply would the
nation have grieved if this recent diabolical attempt had succeeded. God
has averted the stroke, and we thank Him for it.
The usual annual meetings of the great religious societies have been this
year in many respects very gratifying to those who take an interest in them.
Whilst the world is engrossed with its politics, its commerce, its contentions,
the blessed Gospel is winging its way into many a dark corner both at home
and abroad, and producing most heart-cheering effects; and the word of God
in increased numbers is being circulated far and wide, everywhere diffusing
blessings. We rejoice to find that notwithstanding the commercial depression
which has so long prevailed, these great societies are in a flourishing condition, and have considerably increased in wealth, and apparently in efficiency, .
during the past year. The Church Missionary Society reports an increase in
its ordinary income of £8,611, making the sum total of the year's receipts
£157,288. Threatened, as the society was during last year with serious financial
difficulty, this result is most cheering, and is owing, under God, to the liberal
way in which the society's friends have come forward to its support. The
accounts given of the society's operations in its various fields of labour are
very satisfactol"y; persecution has in several instances severely tried the missionaries and their converts, but, as in apostolic times, so now, it has" fallen
out rather unto the furtherance of the GospeL" One extremely gratifying
fact is that several additional missionary stations have become self-supporting, and another pleasing fact is the extraordinary liberality of the native
Christians; e.g., a South-Indian Missionary District contributed last year for
Missionary purposes nearly 4,500 rupees, and in Tinnevelly, where the majority
of the Christians are poor, the contributions averaged one shilling for each
man, woman, and child. The society has now 151 mission stations, and employs 2,162 missionaries, catechists, and teachers. The number of its com-
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municants is 15,155. The Wesleyan Missionary Society also reports receipts
to the amount of £149,371: which, after the payment of the year's expenditure, leaves a balance of £4,738 towards the reduction of the excess of expendi.
. ture over receipts in former years: the society is carrying on very important
missionary operations in various parts of the world, more .particularly in
France, Ceylon, India and South Africa, and employs 2,641 ministers and paid
catechists. The British and Foreign Bible Society is still doing- a noble work;
evidences are not wanting that its labours are greatly blessed; III France, Gel"
many, Austria, Norway and Sweden, Hussia, Italy, and even in Turkey and POl"
tugal, besides several more distant countries, the word of God has been largely
circulated. During the past year, the issues of the society amounted to 2,419,777,
and its revenue to £179,718-an increase of £7,794 on the receipts of the pre.
vious year. The annual meeting was marked by an unusual and deeply-interesting incident, the presence of a deputation from the American Bible Society.
From that deputation we learn that our trans-Atlantic brethren ar" rivalling
us in the same good work; for their society (which is 14 years younger than
ours) has already attained to a yearly issue of about 2,250,000, and its income
amounts to £150,000 per annum. How cheering such intelligence to every
Christi~n heart ! We have not time to give more than a passing allusion to a
few other noble associations; the Religious Tract Society, with its issue last
year of nearly forty-one millions of publications, being an increase of two
million and a quarter over that of the preceding year; and its income of
£112,000, an increase of £2,317 ;-the Church Pastoral Aid Society, employing
683 clergyman and lay-assistants in populous and needy parishes, and showing
an increase in its income of £9,190 ;-the .rews SQciety, carrying on most
extensive operations both at home and abroad amongst God's ancient people,
paving the way for their glorious enlightenment and return; and the Irish
Society, diffusing the knowledge of God's word far and wide amongst
thousands of peasantry sunk in the darkness of Romanism. Most thankful
are we for these and other kindred associations, and glad to learn that they
are not only maintaining their ground, but also advancing.
Deep feeling and considerable excitement continue to be shown throughout
the country in reference to the Irish Church. Mr. Gladstone's Resolutions,
carried in the House of Commons by a large majority, have been followed by
a bill to suspend all appointments in that Church for a certain time-in other
words, to place a portion of. her endowments and a certain number of her
churches in the hands of her enemies, without informing us what they intend
to do with them. We humbly trust that God will turn the counsels of the
promoters of such a work into foolishness, and never permit such a bill to
become law. Inoffensive, comparatively speaking, as it may appear to be in
itself, it is an innovation which may lead to far more disastrous results, and,
as such, ought to be nipped in the bud. We aloe thankful that the Protestant
spirit of the country is becoming at last aroused; crowded meetings have
been held in all the chief towns, and the real merits of the case have been
explained to thousands, who before were ignomnt of them. What is really
wanted in this matter is the real truth to be made known; ignorance and
misconception are the chief dangers to be feared. If any of our readers are
desirous of ascertaining that truth, we cannot refer them to anything better
than to a small pamphlet entitled, " Facts respecting the Present State of the
Church in Ireland," by the Rev. Alfred T. Lee; published by Messrs.
Rivingtons, London; price 2d. As the Archbishop of Armagh very justly
remarked in a ch:1l'ge delivered in 1864: "To attack without reasonable
grounds, to condemn without inquiry, and to overwhelm by misstatement and
misrepresentation, seems to be the course taken by those opposed to us. All
we can do is to invite examination, make k'IWwn the t1"'!~th so far as we can, and
leave the result to the Supreme Disposer of all events." It has been sad to
see the attitude assumed by many true Protestants, during this time of excitement (in consequence, we believe, of their misunderstanding the truth of
the case); they seem to regard it merely as a political or party question, or as
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a struggle between Church and Dissent, when they ought rather to regard it
as a struggle between truth and error, and as a tremendous though insidious
attack upon one of the out-works of our great Protestant constitution. Very
different has been the spirit exhibited by a Dissenting congregation in Devonport; sinking all minor differences of opinion, and regarding the question in
its broader basis, they held two meetings on behalf of the Irish Church, and
summoned them by the following notice: "Mount Zion Chapel, Ker Street,
Devonport.-To all whom it may concern.-In this day of trouble, rebuke, and
blasphemy, when the enemies of Christ, and of civil and religious liberty, are
plotting the destruction of our glorious Protestant principles, and the
bringing in of the abomination that maketh desolate. The Church and congregation meeting for Divine worship as above, propose (D.V.) setting apart
Monday afternon and evening, May 11th, as a season for special prayer, of
humble confession, and earnest entreaty that the Lord of His infinite mercy
would be pleased to overrule the intended evil, and grant a gracious revi val of
pure and undefiled religion." This is the right kind of feeling to be displayed
on such an occasion. Shall "one member suffer," and all the other members
not" suffer with it?" We learn that the attendance at each of these meet·
ings and the spirit manifested was excellent. .
Several bills have recently been brought before Parliament, in addition to
the Irish Church Bill, which ought seriously to engage the attention of all true
Protestants. First, a bill for the repeal of the Ecclesiastical Titles Acts, which,
if it passes, will legalize the titles and position so arrogantly assumed by the
Roman Catholic bishops in this country, at the command of the Pope of
Rome, and will give them a status here which they ought never to possess.
Secondly, a bill, of which notice has been given by ~ir John Gray, to legalize
the order of Jesuits, the Dominicans, the Franciscans, and the whole fraternity
of monks and mendicant friars, and give 'them the right to hold public processions. Thirdly, a bill relating to Roman Catholic churches, schools, and
glebes, brought in by Sir C. O'Loghlen, which is evidently designed to set
aside the Mortmain Acts, and to facilitate the obtaining Government loans
for Roman Catholic purposes. And, fourthly, besides other bills of lesser importance, one to amend the law which regulates the burials of persons in
Ireland not belonging to the Established Church, brought forward by Messrs.
Monsell and Sullivan; this bill, if passed, would confer upon a Roman Catholic
priest the right to officiate as a priest in the church and churchyard of a
Protestant clergyman without the consent of the incumbent, also to celebrate
mass in a Protestant church if a dying person desired it! How much more
will the Papists ask for? Their demands are insatiable.
Another exposure of the proselytizing arts which the Papists so continually
practise has just taken place. A respectable-looking woman, of the Baptist
denomination, presented herself at the Westminster police-court, and said that
her son, only fifteen years of age, had been induced by the priests to become a
Roman Catholic. In the face of his parents' earnest protest, they had baptized
him into their Church, and now claimed to have control over him. He had
been induced to go to the Oratory by Irish boys who-.were sent round by the
priests for that purpose. The applicant wished to know if her husband was
bound to support his son after his refusal to submit to parental authority.
The magistrate stated he had no power to interfere in the matter.

Erratum in last Number.-In last line but five, p. 274, we are made to
say, "which, in plain language, is to make the creature subservient to the
Creator." This is, of course, as things should be. But, in the line of
argument we were then pursuing, in regard to the book under' notice, we
wrote, or intended to write, "which, in plain language, is to make the
CHEATOR sllbservient to the crcatur'e," which would be the case if, as Lord
Kinloch says, "G9d predestines to eternal bliss those whom He foresees
to accept the offer of His grace in Christ."

