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"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God,"-2 COR. 1. 4.

REVIEW AND ANTICIPATION.
" For mercies countless as the sands,
Which daily I receive,
From Jesus, my Redeemer's, hands,
My soul, what canst thou give?

" I cannot ser,e Him as I ought,
No works have I to boast;
.Yet will I. glory in the thought,
That I should owe Him most."

_

" TIte Lord will pe11ect that wkich concerneth me: Thy mercy, 0 Lord,
endlt1'eth for ever: forsake not the work of Thine ownhands."PS.il:1I CxxxvID. 8.
BELo\ED, we enter this month upon the twenty-ninth year of our
Editorship. Words utterly fail to express a tithe of what we feel in
the review of all that has occurred since the (to us) eventful morning
on which we took up Qur pen to commence our humble labours in
connenon with this work. How little did we then see of what was
before us! Even in our second number the subject was, " Faint, yet
pttrsuing." If we fainted then, how often have we fainted since,
during all the varied positions and circumstances. of an eight-and.:.
twenty years' editorial career! But, notwithstanding this, our so
frequent failing of heart and flesh, we are bound to say, that" H41
grace has been sufficient," that" His strength has been made perfe~t
in our weakness," and that He "has done all things well.". The
language of Joshua is very sweet to o.ur own heart: "Behold, this
day I am going the way of all the earth: and ye know in all your
hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the
good things which the Lord your God spake concerning you; all are
come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof" (Josh.
xxiii. 14). Equally pie<?ious is the inquiry of our dear Lord, when,
addressing His beloved disciples, He said, "I sent you out without
scrip and without purse; lacked ye anything? And they said,
Nothing." Oh no,_ there has bej3n ~o failme, no lack; but He has
in very deed been " mindful of us in our low estate,' for His mercy
endureth for ever." And oftimtimes we mentally exclaim, "If the
Lord is but pleased to be as merciful and as good and gracious in the
y
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future as He has been in the past, then shall we have abundant
reason to rejoice, and to magnify and adore His great and glorious
name." But why, beloved, should we doubt this, seeing that He
"rests in His love," "hates to put away," and that He is "the same
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever?"
Dear reader, the portion that has been presented to our mind, in
this stage of our little eventful career, is that quoted at the head of
this paper: "The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me: Thy
mercy, 0 LQrd, endureth for ever: forsake not the work of Thine
own hands " (Psalm cxxxviii. 8). And, first, observe how the words
stand connected, as in the Psalms they so commonly do, with the language of acknowledgment and appeal. David so often blends prayer
with praise, and praise with prayer; and this so clearly shows that
the Psalmist did not-neither do any of the Lord's Spirit-quickened
ones-ever attain to a position of independence. The Lord knows
'how to keep His people in a simple, childlike dependence upon Himself! Never will He allow them in the leastwise to feel that they
can do without Him ! Let their position be what it may-although
they may be freed from this or that trial, affiiction, or SOlTOW, which
for a longer or shorter season has been pressing upon them; yet the
Lord is never 'at a loss to find other causes on account of which they
shall equally feel their weakness, helplessness, and poverty, and the
same absolute need of His guidance and His sustaining and up'holding power.
Reader, see in the second verse of this psalm the acknowledgment of
which we spoke. The latter part of the verse is thus rendered by
the blessed Ooverdale: "Thou hast magnified Thy word according
to Thy great name." Another version thus renders it: "Thou hast
magnified Thy name above all things by Thy word." Now we
consider the meaning to be, "Thou hast, by Thy kind and gracious
acts, far exc:eeded the words and promises upon "hich Thou hadst
.caused us to hope." So spake the Queen of heba, when she
exclaimed, with respect to Solomon, "The half was not told me."
And sure we are, that, however large the expectations of the Lord's
dear family, as based upon the kind and graciolls promises of His
blessed word, applied as they are from time to time by the Holy
Ghost, the Lord always exceeds their largest, fullest, and most
sl!<~guine hopes and expectations.
He keeps up, in the rich and
gracious developments of His merciful and loving hand, that
precious saying, "Thou shalt see greater things than these." Yea,
we fully believe that the Lord maintains this sweet word in the
,every-day experience of His dear children; that so as they go on
day by day, "from strength to strength," He "giving more grace,"
they find it an upward, onward movement. They see more, they feel
more of His precious, precious grace-that grace, by comparison being
yet mO:J;e and-more fully developed, according to their larger necessities, and in order to combat the more powerful and determined
-attacks of the enemy, as he, seeing his time is short, seeks the more
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resolutely and powerfully to assail, assault, and (if possible) to .secure
his prey. But if, beloved, by this comparison the Lord's dear sin-burdened and Satan-assaulted ones do realize even here, in their at least
occasional experiences, this "seeing greater things," and that the
half had not been told them concerning" the greater than Solomon,"
oh, what will it be in the upper and better house, "not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens?" What will be the first emotionswhat the r~pturous exclamations of the disembodied spirits, as just
freed from the tenement of clay, and that tabernacle in which they
had so long" groaned, bemg burdened?" Oh, what will one faceto-face view of the King in His glory be? What the joy-what the
transport-what the unspeakable felicity of the soul, the moment it
realizes the great and the glorious fact, that it has risen for ever and
ever above, and beyond sinful, dark, helpless mortality; has passed
safely and triumphantly through death and the grave, and now basks
for ever and ever i~ the immediate and unclouded presence of God
and the Lamb?
"0 glorious hour! 0 blessed abode!
I shall be near and like my God;
Nor Resh nor sense shall e'er control,
The sacred pleasures of my soul."
"There shall I see His face,
And never, never sin;
There. from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."

Look once more beloved, at the blending of ho-pe and fear, trust
and travail, in the language of the "7th verse: "Though I walk in
the mid.st of trouble, Thou wilt ren,e me: Thon shalt stretch forth
Thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and Thy right hand
shall save me" (Psalm cxxxviii. 7). Observe, there is a 10alkingnot a halting, much less a receding-though in "the midst of trouble."
It is folly to suppose that trial hinders or retards a dear chilCl of God
in his progress Christward ~LUd heavenward. Although a c()mmon
idea, it is at the same time a most fallacious one with the dear
children of God, namely, that if they had less trouble they could live
more usefully, more profitably, and more to the Lord's glory. Thousands have proved, in their" better circumstances," in their" smooth
paths," and" plains of ease," the very reverse of this. How cold
have they become! how carnal, how worldly! Their spiritual appetites, their keen relish, their thirst for the corn and wine of the kingdom, has subsided; and how many have sighed, if too sad and too
broken to sing, the language,
" Where is the blessedness I knew,
When first I saw the Lord?
Where is the soul-reviving view
Of Jesus and His word?
"What peaceful hours I then enjoyed!
How sweet their memory still !
But they have left an aching void,
The world Can never fill."
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If we shoul!l happen to address any who have thus experienced what
the world calls progre~s and advancement, we have only to appeal to
their hearts and consciences for confirmation of t,hese remarks. Such
too well know what it is to look back with envy, as it were, upon the
trials and afflictions of the keenest kind, and at the time of apparently overwhelming weight, because under such trials and afflictions
they were- so s:pecially and peculiarly" helped of God." Oh, what
but this experience, dea;' reader, that led David, under the dejection
of the '42nd Psalm, to exclaim, "0 my God, my soul is cast down
within me: therefore will I remember Thee fbm the land of Jordan,
an~ of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar" (Psalm xlii. 6). Without doubt those spots had witnessed aforetime some very special and
un'speakably blessed interpositions of the Lord's hand and manifestations 6f His divine favour. And where is the dear child of God who
has not more or less in remembrance his Cl Bochims" and his
" Bethels "? Ah, reader, but for some of these there are those who
in after experience would not know what to do. Under a felt present
desolation of heart and deep depression of soul, there has been the
falling back upon divine unchangeability, a covenant ordered in all
things and sure, with the plea, "And Thou saidst, I will surely do
thee good;" "Remember the word unto Thy servant, upon which
Thou hast caused me to hope."
But to pass on. "The Lord will perfect that which concerneth
me," &c. The mind of the Psalmist is now led on from the review
of the past to the contemplation of the future. He looks to" the
word of the Lord" respecting him; and by this look he is cheered
and comforted. He feels a holy and devout persuasion that the Lord
will abide by him, uphold him, supply him, nourish him, and at
length will bring him off "mor~ than conqueror through Him that
hath loved him." David has no confidence in himself. He calculates
riot upon grace received or strength in store; but his heart reposes in
the alone confidence of what God has been-is-and has covenanted
to be. Volumes are contained in that brief utterance, "THE LORD
will perfect." - Ab, yes, there is no ground for hope, or trust, or
confidence, in anything short of this. Here is the grand centre.
This is the pivot -upon which (so to speak) the vast machinery of
redemption and salvation turns. It is with the Lord. It is "of
Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things: to whom be
glory for ever. Amen." Oh, who that knows some little of the
human heart has the slightest confidence in himself? "It is not
my light, nor my love, nor my zeal, nor my strength-no, nor my
experience," says such an one, "is the ground of my hope, of my
holding on or holding out; but it is wholly and solely of Him "ho has
pledged Himself never to leave nor forsake. He has encouraged me
to hope in Him, to look to Him, to depend upon Him. He was
never known to lie. He has more at stake than I. I am His
property-His possession. ~~ has covenanted to stand by, to
strengthen me, to defend me; and has declared that He will bring

--

285

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

me finally to His heavenly kingdom. He has said, ' My shoes shall
be iron and brass, and that at! my days so shall my strength be.-'
He has comforted me again with the assurance, ' The eternal God is
thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.' Past deliverances are but proofs and evidences of His power and ability and
willingness to save, and pledges of what He will be and do in time
to come. Therefore, venturing upon Himself, and in nowise looking
to creature wisdom or strength, I hopefully exclaim, 'The Lord will
perfect_that which concerneth me.'
'Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As Slue as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven.' "
Dear reader, here for the present we leave the subject.

4, Havelock Park, Sotdhsea, May 13, 1869.

THE EDITOR.

THE BODY OF OHRIST.
"My substance was not hid from Thee." Here is Ohriet's material part
spoken of as a substance. In Psalm xl. we have the same thing: "4body hast Thou prepared me "-a material body, human nature-that
God was to inhabit; a substance in which God was to tabernacle here
below, as our Emmanuel. The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us; and so here David, in our text, speaks of this wonderful Person, the
God-Man, "My substance was not hid from Thee;" for after the lapse
of 4,004 years, the Christ of God was to appeal' in the body prepared
for Him.
Now this body, the material substance, represented the mystical body,
which is His Church, as you will see in Eph. i. 23, and the figure referred
to in our text; and here you have this substance in a twofold point of
view: first, as the material body; second, as the mystical body.
And now let us consider this with reference to God's pr_escience, and by
this I mean His foreknowledge. This substance, though not in existence,
was yet known to God-" known unto God and all His works from t4e
beginning." All things are naked and opened to Him, all things are
before Him. This body was not a casualty, a contingency, but prepared.
Here is the prescience of God; and, if the material body was known unto
Him, and prepared by Him, so the mystical, the spiritual body, the Ohurch
of God in Ohrist, just as if you had existed then, so certain are all things
with Him-no casualty, no contingency, no uncertainty, but all fixed, predetermined, appointed, and concerning His Ohurch, cause and effect; all
originating in His own will. Next, you have this "substance" in its
formation. "My substance was not hid from Thee i" when it was formed
l:n secret. Here we have the secret counsel of God's will when this substance was formed, anp., as the apostle says, created in Ohrist Jesus,
according to divine purpose, foreknowledge. This is the secret place
where all the elect are hid, formed in secret, set up in Ohrist before all
worlds, hid with O¥ist in God. The Psalmist speaks thus: "He that
dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High, shall abide under (th~
sha~ow of the Almighty." Now, what is this dwelling-place? The pli'!-.c~
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where many of you are, where you have a dwelling-place; otherwise you
can have no abiding. This secret place is the hiding in Ohrist, in electing
love, adopting grace. Have you found out your hiding-place? You had
a right and title to it when you were formed in secret. In Prov. viii. we see
the Ohurch's hiding-place; There we have the setting up of God's Ohrist,
and in Him all the elect of God: "I was with Him," &c. But, further, we
have this formation spoken of as to its creation in Adam-" and curiously
formed." Said the Lord to Adam, "Dust thou art, and to dust shalt thou
return." H-gman nature is only dust as to its material part.
TOW, this
refers to both creations; for ,all spiritual souls created in Ohrist, and chosen
in Him before all worlds, are materially formed in Adam.
And now let us consider this creation and God's satisfaction with it, not
only as a whole and complete in Ohrist Jesus, but even in its unperfect
state; and I would call your attention to this word. There is a vast
difference Between unperfect and imperfect. The Holy Ghost here speaks
of the Ohurch as unperfect, but not deficient. Like a building in erection,
perfect as far as it goes, but unperfect as respects its completion. So the
Ohurch of God, unperfect with regard to numbers, but perfect as in
Ohrist. Ye are complete in Him. The Oolossian Church, individually
and personally, was c0mplete in Ohrist; but as a Church, manifestedly
and collectively, they were not complete in numbers. Some were not
called, some not born; therefore the body "as fmperfect, incomplete, un'finished. For instance, you and I "ere not born; all the Ohurch of God
was not then brought into being-were not yet made to pass through the
burning fiery furnace of this "orld, which 'some of you have found it,
according to God's own declaration: "I will bring the third part through
the fire." The wicked go into the fire of hell, and there remain; but God's
saints go through the fu'e of this world, and that is hell enough. God's
people are to have no stripes hereafter, but they must pass through the torments of a time-state in a sinful world; but they shall pass through it,
and come out of it, and enter into an eternal rest, where they shall know
no more woe, and enjoy everlasting bliss. God's Ohurch is complete in
'Ohrist, but not as to numbers. As far as it goes it is complete, and so far
God is satisfied; and this point of divine satisfaction is a ,ery blessed
point. Oan you realize it? God satisfied -with you personally and individually! Now, this is, and must be, a matter of divine revelation; for
if you view yourself aright, as a lost, ruined sinner, how is it possible
you can think God satisfied with a wretch like you-a polluted sinner, a
vile thing like you? I say, how is it possible that God can be pleased,
satisfied with such an one as you feel yourself to be? "Oh," say you,
"it is God's work in a precious Ohrist that satisfies J ehovah. Then He
is pleased, and it is God's work in Ohrist to be satisfied with me, notmthstanding all I have done." Now, must not this be a matter of divine
communication, to reveal to a soul that God is satisfied in Chr' t -with a
sinner, because He is satisfied with Ohrist, and views all His people in
:Him? Why, this it is to receive the Gospel, to be gospelized, to feel .
and find God a Father, and, having once found Him, to be assured He will
never cast away a soul that He is thus satisfied with. God can challenge
Satan in this matter. He never had, and never shall have, a child of God.
Now, I do think this is to look at the foundations of Zion-to mark
well her bulwarks-to count her towers-to walk about Zion, as some of
you have done aforetime, no doubt. But let us consider this substance in,
connerion with divine' decree. All salvation comes out of decree; no
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decree, no mercy. Says the Psalmist, "In Thy book were all my members
written. " Thence a matter of decree: the names of the family all enrolled
in the book, one day to be called over. What if your name should be left
out? Did you ever think of that? Did you ever contemplate the consequence? Left out? The family called over, but your name passed byno enrolment, no call. But, oh, the blessedness of having an interest in
divine decrees! Jesus rej Diced, and called upon His disciples to rejoice,
that their names were written in heaven, and therefore, as interested in
divine decrees, were saved with an everlasting salvation. Hence, all that
came in as a)lindrance-the introduction of sin, the fall of man, the power
of evil-only rendering Christ's work necessary; the Church savedin the
Lord by omnipotent power, nothing short; and this exercised on behalf of
the elect, and that because their names were found in the Lamb's book of
life. And, oh, how the sight of it melts the heart, satisfies the soul--'humbles it at the feet of Jesus, and makes it ashamed of all its transgressions. So, you see, God is not content-if I may so say-with being
satisfied Himself; but He will bring His people to the same point, and
make them satisfied, too, and that by a knowledge of divine decrees. "In
Thy book were all my members written." Now, nothing short of this will
satisfy you-to know your name is in the book. Oh that God would
graciously extend this knowledge, so that ye may be divinely persuaded
that when your material part is dropped into the grave, you shall awake
to find you are eternally blessed in the presence of God! Now, we must
consider this formation with regard to divine order having been created,
continued, or in continuation fashioned. We turn to the marginal
reading, which throws a little light upon a somewhat obscure clause in
our t-ext: 'What days they should be fashioned." Here is divine order
observed in brin."cring out manifestively divine decrees, what days each of
the elect should be formed-that is, appear in a substantial body, in a time
state-and this for the purpose of being called in grace to know the Lord.
Now this points out God s order; so you could not have been born two
hundred years ago. The Church was fashioned day by day, but it was
matter of divine ordination what days they were to be fashioned; and this
is God's daily bread, His food, His joy, His support, made for His glory,
brought into the world day by day. It was a matter of divine ordination
what days Abraham should appear, Isaac, Jacob, and what day you and
I sho:u.ld appear; for God has as much care for the little ones as for the
great ones of the family, for the vessels of small quantity as of large
quantity. He has chosen out the way of each and all, yea, and sits chief,
ordering, ruling, regulating the days of their unregeneracy-what days
you should live without Him, trampling His truth under your vile feet,
seeking your peace and blessedness from every or any source but Himself.
All those days numbered that you should run so far and so long from
Him, and then what days you should be cut down, laid open with that sharp
two-edged sword that divides the joints and marrow asunder. What days
God should show you up your desperately-wicked black heart; that you
were a rebel against Him, that you hated His truth and His saints, that
you despised them in your heart. Oh, my friends, it is profitable to
review those days when God interposed-broke into the midst of those very
days with grace; for we did nothing to merit it; "e were far off from Him
~helpless, hopeless. But what days we were to be fashioned were known
~oHim-what days we were to have a new nature, and be born again of
the Spirit.

,
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One word more upon this wonderful" substance," which in continuance
were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. They had no
existence as a whole, and yet as a whole were all known to God. The
pivine Architects saw the whole building complete befo1'e a stone of it was
laid. Not a soul was in existence, except in the divine mind, but all
fashioned according to divine purpose. How fashioned? when fashioned?
" Oreated in Ohrist Jesus," when as yet there was none of them. These
are great truths-some may call them speculations; but they are matters
of divine experience, personal realization, matters of divine revelation,
given to man'by divme favour. But the wickedness of man disputes with
God, and holds that light. which God esteems precious. 'What mercy,
then,jf you have been taught to value that which once you despised, and
to love t};tat you once hated! Verily, you can say, "What hath God
~ought!"
J. A. W.
PRAOTICAL HINTS.
And when Peter was come 'U1J to Jentsalem they that were of the ct';'cumcision
contended witkhim," ~c.-AcTs xi. 2-18.
WE are taught in these verses that it is m'ong for Ohristians to contend
so earnestly for non-essentials, instead of talking on points in which all
wno love tlie Lord Jesus Ohrist can agree. These Jews found fault with
Peter for eating with the Gentiles, And how often do we fancy we see
little inconsistencies in our fellow-Christians, when, if we heard the matter
explained, it would most likely be brought out quite to our satisfaction,
as in the present case.
The next hint we may take is, what is so delightful, but so little
practised, viz., that of the. Lord's people recounting His dealings with
them to one another. " Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning,
'ana. expounded it by order unto them" (vel'. 4). We are all attention to
hear about each other's worldly concerns, but so slow to open our mouths
respecting the weightier matters of the soul. The heirs of such an
inheritance as om's should love to talk of the things of the kingdom;
this would stir us up to greater activity in the service of God, and rouse
our sleeping faculties to speak the praises of His makhless love, and
wonderful care of His dear children. How many of us have been disappointed when we had hoped to spend a little time in soul-communion
with a fellow-pilgrim, to find, when our meeting together was over, there
was little or nothing of our conversation upon which we could look back
with pleasure! "These things ought not so to be." In days of old
" they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord
hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was m-itten before
Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name.
Aitd tHey shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day "hen I make
up my jewels" (Mal. iii. 16, 17).
We pass on to the 18th verse, "'When they heard these things, they
held their peace, artd glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the
Gentiles granted repenta~ce unto life." This should teach us to rejoice
when we' hear of the new accessions to the kingdom and grace of God,
W.
and caUse us to glorify Rim on their behalf.
11

all

The strongest believer of us
is like a glass without a foot, which
cannot stand one moment longer than'it is held.

.
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CRUMBS OF COMFORT FOR GOD'S AFFLICTED SAINTS.
" I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall
trust in the name of the Lord."-ZEPH. iii. 12.
AND surely.the Lord.has fulfilled His promise; for, go where we will, we
find that the majority of the Lord's family are a poor and afflicted people.
As we take up the pen, we hear of one exceedingly poor and destitute, and
apparently fast nearing her end; and yet it is wonderful how grace
supports her, and with what thankfulness she receives the least mite; and
her language is, "The Lord, I know, will never leave me, nor forsake me ;
I can trust Him; He has never failed me yet. I am not afraid to die."
It was said to her, "Then you do not murmur at your lot?" She replied,
" Oh, no! I have many mercies, and Jesus is dear to me." Well, beloved,
a religion that will thus support and even keep one cheerful when there
is but a crust in the cupboard is real and genuine, and worth possessing;
and now, as there are many like the one referred to, who are struggling to
obtain the bread that perisheth, or, if npt, have yet trial and care in some
form or another, we would at this season address such, trusting it may be
e Spiri 's pleasure to cause us to pour into their souls the balm of conla 'on, tha they may trust in the name of the Lord; ana first, beloved;
Ie- me:remin you thatGod
appoiRUd thi1le affliction l:n love.-For "whom the Lord loveth, He
ebas Elle-.h, and soomgeth e,ery son whom He receiveth." It is a father's
hand tha 101 ~ the rod . i is a father's hand that guides the strokes. If
He chastises His children they are His children still. A parent's rod dop.s
not alter a paren s lo.e. The discipline is well, and proves relationship.
The worldlings go on smoothly enough; it seems all joy and mi.rth with
them; and, when they come to die, the wicked have no bands in their death:
but the children of God are an afflicted, tempest-tossed, but not lost, people.
" Did I meet no t.rials here,
No chastisement by the way,
Might I not with reason fear1 should prove a castaway?
" Bastards may escape the rod,
Sunk in earthly vain delight;
But the true·born child of God
Must not, would not, if he might."
Love to His people, then, is at the bottom of every dispensation of God's
providence they have to pass through. And thenThere is a needs-be for them, or we should not h({//)e them.-Affiictions are
sent to bring us to our Bibles and our knees: and what a solace in the
hour of trial is prayer! How, under such pressure, our ejaculations
become heart-felt! How mixed with tears the meltings of a subdued and
ftened spirit! We have been cold enough at the throne when all has
gone "ell with us; fine and formal have been our polished sentences when
we ha,e gone to the throne by way of duty, instead ofhaving been driven to

z
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it by distress. But all sentiment vanishes when the weight of affliction is
felt; the heart becomes in earnest; the need is great, and our petitions
are to the point. Ah! beloved, can we not look back to the place of
affliction, and think how we poured out our soul in agony before the un'd,
how, in answer to our cries, He blessedly calmed the troubled heart,
delivered us from our many fears, and made us rejoice in His salvation?
Such seasons are memorable in our experience; we feel that "e "ould no
have been without them. They have been growing times, and "e have
been.
" Taught obedience to our God
By the things we have endmed."
FurthermoreTile Lord will most certainly support under tllem.-He giveth songs in
the night." Mark," He givetll;" then we sing, not otherwise: and, 'l\hen
we thus sing through our tears, we sing away our fears. F is "ell to
silence our doubts by singing praises unto the Lord.
" Gome," would Luther say to Melancthon, when prospects looked dark
and distressing at the beginning of the Reformation, "G011l~ let 118 sing
tile forty-sixth Psalm, and let ea1·t1~ and hell dfJ their ICont.
-Oh, shame upon. some in. the present day "ha under-,alue "hat those
dear men of God were raised up to achie,e, and "ould drift our beloved
country again into the thraldom and tyranny of popery.
But to return. The Lord will bl -edly support His afflicted ones. " I
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee are His own words; and we have
Jesus' sympathy when in trial. In all their afflictions He was afflicted;
that special one of thine, beloved, is included in the" all," and Jesus is looking on. Therefore can "e appeal to Him, and say, "Thou tellest my
flitting, and puttest my tears into Thy bottle; are not these things noted
in Thy book? " " , God is the refuge of His saints
When storms of dark distress invade;
E'er we can offer our complaints,
Behold Him present with His aid.' "
Oh, how truly valued is grace when it is felt to sustain under trial!
And then we may recollect that-They work for our good.-Sanctified affiiclio
"ork spiritual advancement. Rich mercies are often hid under dark providences.
'All things
work together for good to them that love Gml, to them "ho are the called
according to His purpose."
God's providence is like a beautiful piece of machinery, all "orking mth
its little wheels within wheels for some purpose, and tha purpo e the
eternal good and profit of His people.
Dark and mysterious as the way may often be to us, ye Go knoweth
the way we take; and, "hen He hath tried us, we shall come forth as
gold; and the gold that is brighte t has been tried in the refiner s fire.
The tree that bears the most fruit has been "ell shaken by the wind.
The wound that is most effectually cured has been "ell probed. The
vessel that sails steadiest is that which has its proper proportion of
ballast.
How frequently is a heavy load of miserie follo"ed by a joyous train
of mercies; and, when we behold the waggon-load of blessings, like good
old Jacob, our spirits revive. Then'
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"Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face."
Their duration is brief.-They are but for a moment, while the joy in reserve is for eternity. The day of adversity ends, but the morning without
a cloud never terminates. It is true we meet with Christians whose trial
is of long standing; year after year, it may be, they have been heavily
burdened, yet for their comfort we may remind them that, if long lasting,
they are not ~verlasting. Life is but a span, a vapour which soon passeth
away, and, brief as it is, the Lord will not let us linger on the way. We
often try to feather our nests and settle upon our lees, but all attempts to
be at rest in the wilderness will always prove a failure. God knows that
wild beasts abound there, and therefore that carnal rests would be fraught
with danger, so He gives that which will keep us stirring and pressing
homewards. And then,Tlwy are calculated to teach 2tS 7w'W frail 'We {we.- When we think of the
sickness and disease that this poor mortal frame is subject to, surely there
is no room for creature-pride.

" Strange that a harp of thousand strings
Should keep in tune so long."
We are fearfully and wonderfully made; and yet what a peacock kind of
life many lead,:strutting about in perishable plumage; but sanctified trials
keep us humble-teach us our frailty, and cause us to see how dependent
we are upon a covenant God for all.
" I must expect a daily cross;

Lord, sanctify the pain;
Bid every furnace purge my m'oss,
And yield some patient gain."

It is on the heights we crow; it is in the depths we cry. Too apt are we
in prosperity to say, "We are lords, and will no more come unto Thee"
(Jer. ii. 31). But in adversity our language is, "We are sinners; to
whom can we go but unto Thee? Thou hast the words of eternal life."
Therefore adversity must be better for us than prosperity; as the wise
preacher says, "It is better to go into the house of mourning than into
the house of laughter."
There are few that go into such depths but what they will find some fellow
tried one has gone deeper. Often must we acknowledge that our groaning8
are heavier than our stroke; but Job asserted that his stroke was heavier
than his groaning. We are tried, but joy breaks in upon us ;he declared
that he was tried every moment. We have many sorrows, but our Saviour
was" A Man of s{yrrows." And then,Affliction leads into the footsteps of the worthies, and of our divine Maste·r
Himself.-Yes; all the worthies who have gone before had to tread in tl;J.e
pathway of tribulation; their trials were diverse and peculiar, but all had
their share. For instance, how specially trying was J oseph's burden, to
be falsely charged with a sin he never committed, and thrust into prison
when blameless; this was trying, indeed, yet how sweetly comforted by
the Lord. The Lord was with Joseph, and showed him mercy. Again,
look at Eli, how peculiarly painful his burden, even the wickedness of
his children. The sons of Eli were sons of Belial; they knew not the
z 2
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Lord. What a heavy trial this to a godly p'arent, and to a praying
mother. It is no slight mercy when we see our dear ones walking in the
fear of the Lord. Again, look at Nehemiah's trial, which was in connection with the sorrow and misery that was felt in his native land-" I sat
down 'and wept and mourned and prayed before the God of heaven;" and
how many of the Lord's children in the present day could sit down and
weep on account of much that is going on in their bdoved country that is
Christ-dishonouring. And then look at poor Job. Oh, what a combinatIOn of suffering he had to pass through! His oxen taken away, his
sheep killed, his servants ~truck down, his b.eloved children torn from
him, his houses levelled to the ground, and his wife, who ought to
have been a comfort to.him, bidding him curfje God, and die. Truly might
poor Job say, "God maketh my heart soft; the Almighty troubleth me."
And then, New Testament, as well as Old Testament, saints had to pass
along the same pathway. Paul, for instance, tells us he "served the Lord
with all humility of mind, .and with many tears and temptations," while
it is written of the apostles, " We both hunger, and thirst, and are naked,
and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; and labour, working
wi.th our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer
it: being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world,
and are the offscouring of all things unto this day." So it is, beloved, if
we are tried and tempted, we are but following in the footsteps of the
worthi(Ji! who have gone before. And then it is but following in the footsteps of our divine Master, with this difference, that He went down into
the depths; we only have to wade through the shallows in comparison.
" He was oppressed, and He was afIlicted, yet He opened not His mouth:
He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her
shearers is dumb, so He opened not His mouth." Oh, to love Him more
for what He has passed through for us ! And then, further,A.f!liction br~ng8 fruit unto God.-" Before I was afflicted I went astray,
but now I have kept Thy word." A dear servant of God, now in glory,
said, "I find afflictions good for me. I have ever found them so, They
are happy means in the hand of the Holy Spirit to mortify my corruptions,
to subdue my pride, my passion, my inordinate love to the creature.
They soften my hard heart, bring me on my knees, exercise and increase
;faith, love, humility, and self-denial. The,} make me poor in spirit," , They make me sing, 0 happy rod
That brought me nearer to my God.' "
Well, this is bringing forth fruit unto God, but methinks we cannot all
sing so clearly and cheerfully, "0 happy rod." Have you not known
what it is, beloved, to have a trial so acute that the promises of God have
seemed blunted to you, and the very heavens only as brass over your
head? You have felt, "I cannot pray," I cannot read my Bible, all is
too much for me. But still, beloved, when the thick cloud has passed
away, then how softened it left you, and how pointed and precious and
penetrating did the word of God become; they afterwards did yield the
peaceable fruits of righteousness, although you cannot, it may be, quite
sing, "0 happy rod." AJ;l.d lastly, think, beloved,They all end in a crown of glory.-" Blessed is the man that endureth
temptation, for when he is tried he shall receive the crown of life which
the Lord hath ,promised to them that love Him." Yes, the diversity of the
pilgrims' trials all work out one end-viz" to meet~nthem for glory;. and
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this is the reason they are to count it all joy when they fall into diverse
temptation. Let us not then be murmuring at the cross, but keeping the
eye of faith fixed upon the crown; thus shall we forg4Jt the former, and
reach forward after the latter; in this way we shall" so run that we may
obtain." And recollect, tried one, we but bear the cross for time, yonder
we shall wear the crown for eternity. Many a Ohristian has carried his
afflictions to the grave, .but no Ohristian has ever carried them beyond it.
This is our consolation-they will be left behind with all our worldly goods
and chattels-no sorrow can enter in at the pearly gates, for it is said of
the inhabitants 'Of the celestial city, " They shall hunger no more, neither
thirst any more; neither shall the sun light oIi them, nor any heat. For the
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead
them unto living fountains of waters : and God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes." Let, then, the consideration of these things cheer us ; pick
up the crumbs of ' comfort we have been led to scatter for afflicted ones,
and think, as reminded, that the Lord has appointed thine affliction in love;
that there 'is a needs-be for everyone, or we should not have them, and
the Lord will most certainly support under them; and then, depend upon
it, they wor~ for our good-they teach us how frail we are, and lead us
into the footsteps of the worthies who have gone before, and into the pathway of the Divine Master Himself; and, while the duration is short, they
end in a crown of glory, a mansion of bliss, everlasting rest and joy.
"Though rough and thorny be the road,
It leads thee home apace to God.
Then count thy present trials small,
For heaven will make amends for all."

Ilf{}l'd.

G. O.

A VERSE ON AN OLD SAMPLER.
permit Thy gracious name to stand,
As the first effort of an infant hand;
And while her fingers o'er the canvas move,
Enga~e ller tender beart to seek Thy love:
With Thy dear children may she sbare a part,
And write Thy. name Th.y love upon her heart.
Sarah F--, 1798."

"JESUS,

I have every reason to believe that the prayer breathed in the above was
answered, as the worker grew to be a very godly old lady. She loved
her Bible, and would talk freely of God's dealings towards her both in
providence and grace, to all who visited her; and, when through age and
infirmity she was prevented from going to the house of God, she was
greatly pleased to hear from others an account of the sermon. She was
a lover of truth, and would impress again and again on her young visitors
that" excuses were lies." She had little of this world's goods, but God
gave her a "grateful heart to taste His gifts with joy." Her end was
peace; she was taken from this world at night in the unconsciousness of
sleep. " Watch, therefore; for ye know not what hour your Lord doth
come. Therefore be ye also ready; for in such an hour as ye think nQt
the Son of Man cometh."
. R. W. J.
There may be, and often is, much of true grace when there is not a
drop of comfort, nor a grain of consolation.
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REFLEOTIONS.
BY THE LATE

~IR.

R. ROBINSON.

(Continued from page 244.)
TRUE RICHES IN THE DEPTH OF POVERTY.

..

IN the first stage of R. R.'s ministry, before he became settled over a
people, he preached at different villages in the neighbourhood where
he then lived. On one occasion, after preaching, he was invited by many
to go home with them to take refreshment, but there was one man and his
wife amongst them who were determined that he should go with them.
He went and found when he entered their hut that there was no furniture
in it; not so much as a chair. There was a three-legged stool; that was all.
They had no food of any kind, and no money to buy any. Having a trifle
of money with him, he sent the woman with it to buy a loaf. "When she
returned he asked a blessing upon it of Him who once blest and brake
and divided to the multitude, in the days of His humiliation. They then
partook of the food, and he has often expressed himself that he scarcely
ever had such a season of enjoyment; but, what struck him the most, was
to see the woman so happy and cheerful. This is one among many instances, that God hath chosen the poor of this world rich in faith and
heirs of the kingdom. It does not say that the poor of this world are they
that are rich in faith; but God hath chosen and called many of these, and
made them of a broken and contrite heart, and to know,what poverty of
spirit is, and where their true riches are. Thus, having nothing, they possess
all things in their glorious -Head, and out of His fulness they receive all
needful good. Blessed be God, He hath not left Himself without witnesses even in this evil time-" that man shall not live by bread alone, but
by every word that proceedeth out of His mouth." There are many about
who know what a hungered body is, and also a soul-thirsting, to follow
Him in all the way of His appointments. A. lean body and a fat soul is
better than a well-fed body and a lean soul. It is said of our brethren of
old they lusted, &c.; and God gave them their requests, but sent leanness
into the soul. There is many a poor enfeebled body farnishing on beds of
affiiction, but there is a fat and flourishing soul. "They shall still bring forth
fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing; to shew that the Lord
is upright: and there is no unrighteousness in Him."

"But be '!le doers

0/ tM wQ?'d, not lwa'r61's only,
JAMBS

deceiving ywr oum scllles."-

i. 22.

THE application of the incarnate word is an inwrought treasure that
cannot be hid, and an undying life that cannot be diminished. It is suited
for the pilgrim in his journey home, in his darkest moments, trials, and
cloudy seasons. "Thy word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my
path." Oh, Jesus, the revelation of Thy everlasting self, in Thy incarnate
testimony is my heritage and the joy of my heart. Oh, my soul, here is
the spring of all comfort that allays thy thirst; the full brook by the way
and the river that overflows her banks. By the word of the Lord the
heavens were made, and their myriad hosts settled by divine order; the

.\

'd

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

295

incarnat~ word 01?e~s the window,s of salvation, and sp~'e~ds redemption's
honours III holy tItle,of Immanuel s blood, and makes mIlllsters to proclaim
these treasures, and to be doers of the Gospel word, as ministers of our
God, spiritually led to feed the· hungry flocks. May the Spirit and the
bride say, " Come" to the feeble and the faint. Jesus and His Church are
one. May the will of the holy Three on earth be done.

COVENANT CARE AND COVENANT PRIVILEGE.
" Because I,e hath set his love upon me, therefm'e will I deliver him: I will set
him on Mgh, because he hath known my name. He shall call upon me, and I
will answer Mm: I will be wdh I,im in trouble; I will deliver him, and
honour Mm. With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation."
-PSALM xci. 14-16.

A PRAYERFUL contemplation of this Psalm cannot fail to produce in a
loving, hoping, trusting, and waiting soul some measure of confidence and
encouragement. The very thought of any of the sons and daughters of
the first Adaqt dwelling in the secret and secure place of an eternal
covenant, and for ever abiding under the shadow of the Almighty's love,
mercy, faithfulness, and care must warm the soul up to, and inspire it
with grateful love and praise. They that dwell in the secret place of the
Most High dwell in His love, and hath dwelt there from 'all eternity; by
covenant union with Ohrist, and at the appointed time, that love and
divine covenant relationship is manifested by writing the details of its
laws, with the pen of the Holy Ghost, in their hearts and minds, and
showing them the true and faithful conditions of the covenant: as the
Psalmist aith, in another pl&ce, "The secret of the Lord is with them
that fear Him j and He will shew them His covenant" (Psalm xxv. 14), The
word of God might be entirely silent as regards an eternal covenant j so
little is it alluded to by many of the pr8l>ent-day teachers, and by still a
greater number not at all. But there are a few to "horn the secret has
been revealed, and its vital importance has been sho"n. The removal
of the covenant would be fatal to the Gospel of peace by rendering the
death of our most glorious Lord of none effect: utterly destroying the
foundation; and doing away with the Lord's purchased possession, and
not a single soul sealed unto the day of redemption. But, blessed be the
Lord our God, the covenant is revealed, and sure j and it can never· be
annulled, as saith David, " Although my hO~lse be not so with God j yet He
hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and
sure: for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although He make it
not to grow" (2 Sam. xxiii. 5). By virtue of the covenant the foundation
of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth His own inheritance, His own purchased possession, which the Holy Ghost hath sealed
unto the day of redemption. The revelation of covenant love by the Holy
Spirit in the hearts and minds of the beloved ones must and will have the
effect of inspiring love to our covenant God in return. The apostle John
tells us, and our own individual experience tells the same thing, "that we
love Him because He first loved us, and that we have known and believed
the love that God hath to us. God is love, and He that loveth;dwelleth in
God, and God in him." Therefore the love that the dear chilch-en set
upon their covenant Lord is a new co,611ant blessing; a fruit of the Holy
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Spirit, and is exercised in the heart without dissimulation; and blessed
are they who have it in possession.
" Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him."These are indeed very blessed words: words spoken by our most glorious
Christ, by the mouth of the Psalmist, and refer to the precious souls of
them that know and love the Lord Jesus Ohrist, with the love that He
Himself hath put into their hearts. And with what proD;1ptitude and
faithfulness does He attend to the work of Ris own hands. The Lord
delights in His own work, and always honours it with His divine presence,
to give help ~o His beloved ones in every time of need, and saith, "I will
deliver him." The Lord's beloved ones, and who also love Him, have
many enemies to contend with, that require far more strength than they
possess in themselves to vanquish. Some of these enemies are prefigured
in the preceding verse as the lion and adder-the young lion and dragon .
. No mean enemies to meet in the dark, and it is chiefly in the darkness
when the beasts of prey creep forth; but, nevertheless, such have to be
encountered and trampled under feet. These natural enemies will represent the mystery of iniquity living in our carnal nature, but not reigning;
according to the word of promise, "sin shall not have dominion over
you: for ye are not under the law but under grace." Therefore it is by
the grace and power of our Lord Jesus Ohrist given to and reigning in
the heart of the new man-for then the poor soul can do all things, mighty
thing-s, through Christ that strengtheneth him-that these enemies are
subdued, and their power overthrown; so that the poor soul is able to
walk over and trample upon their prostrate (but not slain) bodies to the
hiding-place in the glorious person of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, who is Conqueror of sin, death, hell, and the grave. Thus the Lord delivers us from
_all our enemies; and the very worst of them are they of our own houseour own vile and carnal corruptions and the: heart's deceitfulness, the
power and dominion of which the special promise of our most glorious
Loi'd is, "Therefore will I deliver him."
"I will set him on high, because he hath known my name."-They
who know the preciousness of the name and person of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and who love Him for His own sake and for the glory of His
power, are sometimes very low down in the scale of recognizing faith.
It may be that the pressure of external circumstances, "hich sometimes
weigh upon the heart with a peculiar depre~sing effect, crushing it down
into the very dp.pths of the earth, turning the thoughts toward earthly
things, more than to the spiritual privileges in a precious Christ. Darkness of soul is sure to follow such a state of things, and great mournillg
and sorrowing the consequence. Like the case of Hezekiah in his dire
extremity, "Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn
as a dove: mine eyes failed with looking upward: 0 Lord, I am oppressed,
undertake for me" (Isa. xxxviii. 14). T·his is very low living, far below
spiritual privileges; yet, notwithstanding this low state of affairs,
the spiritual life of such a poor soul is not quite extinct. There is still
the smoking flax discernible in the remembrance of the great forbearing
mercies of our covenant God; as David says, "vVhen I said, My foot
slippeth, Thy mercies, 0 God, held me up." This is indeed a very low
state of things, but not lower than what falls to the lot of some poor souls
while treading in the footpaths of tribulation; of which the writer can
testify. But the promise of our covenant Lord saith, "I will Eet hUn on
high, because he hath known my name." As Job saith, "To set up on

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

297

high those that be low: that those thltt mourn may be exalted to safety."
And as David confidently affirms, "Thy righteousness also, 0 God, is
very high, who hast done great things: 0 God, who is like unto Thee!
Thou, which hast shewed me great and sore truubles, shalt qllicken me
again, and shalt bring me up again from the depths of the earth. Thou
shalt increase my greatness, and comfort me on every side" (Psalm lxxi.
19-22). This IS very blessed and most precious faith, and very encouraging to a poor soul that is bowed down, lookin?; and waiting to be
lifted up. Isaiah also sets his seal to the same blessed testimony. " He
shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks:
bread shall-be given him j his waters shall be sure" (Isaiah xxxiii. 16).
These declarations are indeed very precious and blessed, because they
breathe forth the special privileges of them who love and know the name
and person of the Lord Jesus Uhrist as the only Saviour and Deliverer,
and the Litter-up of all that be bowed down, and the only One in whom
they trust. As the psalmist again says, "And they that know Thy name
will put their trust in Thee: for Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that
seek Thee" (Psalm ix. 10). The poor soul that is down in these deeps
of trouble and sorrow, longing, looking, and waiting to be raised up, is
sometimes just able to breathe forth his desire in the ear of Him who
bears the precious name that he hath known in time past. " Yea, in the
way of Thy judgments, 0 Lord, have we waited for Thee j the desire of
our soul is to Thy name, and to the remembrance of Thee" (Isaiah
xxvi. 8). The highest and most exalted state that a poor sinner can aspire
to in this life is a faith's recognition of an interest in the blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, and can join with the Apostle Paul in
saying, "I am crucified with Ohrist: nevertheless I live j yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me"
(Gal. ii. 20).
"He shall call upon me, and I will answer him."-If a poor prayin?;
soul has one desire greater than another, it is that God would hear and
answer his prayer. If we consult the whole book of Psalms, we shall
find that the chief desire of the soul of David was, that God would hear
and answer his prayer. " Hear me when I call, 0 God. Give ear to my
words, 0 Lord. Hear my prayer, 0 Lord, and let my cry come unto
Thee. In the day when I call answer me speedily." These and all such
kindred expressions pervade the whole book, and which breathe forth the
desire of his soul. The Lord Jesus Christ here promiseth to fulfil all the
desires of them that call upon Him in spirit and out of the abundanee of
the heart, as necessity lays it upon Him. But the faithfulness of our
gracious Lord is sometimes beforehand of the call of His dear children;
as it is written by Isaiah, "and it shall come to pass, that before they
call I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear." But
our gracious Lord's declaration in the words before us is, "He shall call
upon me." Not when will call, or when he does call; but he shall call
upon me. The thing is a certainty; imperative necessity has laid it upon
him to call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and he finds it his
highest and 'most blessed privilege in the day of his trouble; because his
circumstances compel him to ask the Lord for help and deliverance, and
the Lord hath graciously promised to answer him. "He shall call upon
me, and I will answer him;" and, blessed be God, "He is faithful that
promised."
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"I will be with him in trouble."-This is a very blessed and precious
promise, an encouraging promise. The presence of the Lord Jesus Christ
. is very precious under any circumstances, but especially so in the time of
trouble. The Psalmist speaks of it as a sure antidote to fear and despondency. " God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though
the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though the waters
thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof" (Psalm xlvi. 1-3). The blessed and gracious presence
of the Lord Jesus Christ with a soul overwhelmed with difficulties,
troubles, and sorrows, arising out of external circumstances, puts a"ay
fear and dread from his heart, of any or all consequences that may appeal'
likely to arise out of them; because he knows ·that help and sustaining
grace is at hand, and his faith recognises deliverance in prospect. It is
such help that his soul can hope and trust in; for" vain is the help of man."
" The Lord shall deliver the needy when he crieth, the poor also, and him
that hath no helper. He shall spare the poor and needy, and sball save
the souls of the needy." But Job tells, "That affliction cometh not
forth from the dust, neither doth trouble spring out ofthe ground." No,
there is no chance-work in our troubles, be they of whatever nature they
may. Whether of afflictions, distresses, privations, bereavements, poverty,
in spirit or out, circumstances, persecutions, temptations, and tribulations of every kind; all are appointed by infinite wisdom. How merciful,
how kind, is our covenant Lord, that while appointing the rod, He is
present to superintend and count off the number of stripes! He sees to
it, that no more are inflicted than He gives strength to bear. He is there
also to strengthen, sustain, comfort, and help the poor soul, that he may
be able to bear the appointed number. He regulates all things according
to His own sovereign will, to bring. out of troubles mighty events to
accomplish His own wondrous purpose. We might just instance J oseph's
great troubles-" And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold J oseph into
Egypt: but the Lord was with him, and delivered out of all his afflictions,
.and gave him favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt;
and he made him governor over Egypt and alihis house" (Acts vii. 9,10).
Thus was the Lord with Joseph in all his troubles, and "hat mighty
events, divine history unfolds, were brought forth, and "hich seem to
have hung upon that one sin of envy, which moved the patriarchs' hearts
to commit such grievous wrong, and which brought forth also the sins of
dec~it, treachery, and dishonesty.
They sold him' to the Ishmaelite
tmders for money; but their primary sin was hatred and wrath, which
testifies the solemn truth of the words of David, "Surely the wrath of
man shall praise Thee, but the remainder of wrath wilt Thou restrain."
Thus was the patriarchs' sin and J oseph's troubles minister in the hands
of our eternal God tQ some of the greatest events of the world's history.
But some of the dear children who are down in the deeps of sorrow and
trouble through adverse circumstances have also appointed unto them
sore and trying temptations, from the common enemy of their souls, when
looking about for some means of escape. Not unfrequently does the
arch-fiend suggest the awful sin of suicide as the shortest and most convenient way of escape. We might enlarge much upon this subject, but
space and delicacy forbid. Suffice it to say that the Lord is faithful,
and is also with His dear ones in this trouble, and reminds them that
" There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man:
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but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation [not without it] also make ~ way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it" (1 Cor. x. 13).
"I will deliver him and honour him."-Deliverance from trouble is
indeed a very great blessing, an invaluable mercy to a poor soul in
difficulties and troubles: but to be a subject whom a gracious King
delighteth to honour is a glory. The Psalmist exclaims, "Blessed is the
people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light
of Thy countenance. In Thy name shall they rejoice all the day: and i.n
Thy righteousness shall they be exalted. For Thou art the glory ofth61r
strength: and in Thy favour our horn shall be exalted" (Psalm lxxxix.
15-17). This is a glorious honour, a distinguishing honour, an honour
that even they who are exalted to its enjoyment cannot fully describe.
Wailing in the bright light of the countenance of the glorious King in
His beauty, rejoicing in His all-glorious name, and beaming in the sunshine of His presence; being clothed in the all-glorious robe of His righteousness; partaking of His strength and the glory of His mighty power,
and, in His grace and favour, exalted to the dignity of princes and kings.
As the Psalmist says, "He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth
the needy out of the dung-hill, that He may set him with princes, even
the princes of his people" (Psalm cxiii. 7, 8). Beware, all ye teachers
and preachers, of the declaration of Christ by Samuel: "For them that
honour me will I honour, and they that despise me shall be _lightly
esteemed" (1 Sam. ii. 30).
" With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation."-The
natural life of man is but short, even at the very longest; therefore the
long life here spoken of cannot have reference to that. Our Lord tells
His dear children that ,( Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood
hath eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. And he that
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life." "It is the Spirit that
quickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing; and the -words that I speak un~o
you they are spirit and they are life." Therefore this long life that. IS
here promised can be no other than spiritual and eternal life. The hfe
that is supported by_ eating the flesh and drinking the blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ could never be satisfied with anything short of being eternal,
and in the exact likeness of Him and His life who is its divine Author and
Support,. as confirmed by the Psalmist-" As for me I will behold ~hy
face in rig-hteousness; I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy hken-ess." N atuml life is born of the flesh, possessing an immortal soul,
partaking only of the fallen nature and qualities of the :first Adam, from
which it is born; it ends with the flesh, and the immortal soul passes
downwards into eternal misery, carrying all its sinful qualities wit~ it;
for th.e natural or carnal mind is not subject to the law of God, neIther
indeed can be. But spiritual life is born of the Spirit of God, and created
in the image of Him who created it, who is the Second Adam, partaking
of the divine nature and qualities of its divine Author, in distinction of the
natural life of soul and body. "For that which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." Therefore natural
life and spiritual life live in the same soul, and are ever at enmity. "The
flesh lusting against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh: and are
contrary the one to the other, so that ye cannot do the things that ye
would." Spiritual life, as the offspring of God the Spirit, can only live in
a spiritual element; it minds only spiritual things, and they that possess
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this spiritual life, sow to the Spirit, and consequently reap the fruit of
everlasting life, which is inconceivably glorious. This spiritual life is
the only life that can be called a long life, and they that possess it shall
be abundantly satidied; for they shall see the salvation of God. Their
souls shall be washed and purified from every taint of sin by the blood of
the Lamb slain from before the foundation of the world, so that when
this mortal and natural life ceases to breathe, they will still live, and their
souls will pass upward, carrying with them those precious qualities of the
divine spiritual life, the offspring of the Spirit of Ohrist, the only life that
can ever satisfy the longing and upward-looking soul.
Prestwick. .
W. G.
A FEW THOUGHTS ON "STIRS."
IN Isaiah xxii. 2 mention is made of a place" full of stirs." Is not the
,child of God very often" full of stirs?" The Lord stirs those whom He
intends to save: "Stir up Thy strength, and come and save us" (Psalm
lxxx. 2). The Ohrietian is subject to stirs through affiictions, trials, fears,
and cares. What a stir there is in the will sometimes when the Lord in
His providence crosses it! He having fixed this way for us, and we want
to go the other. How often there were stirs among the Israelites while
journeying through the wilderness! What a stir in time of war in preparing for it, when commencing it, while engaging for it, and also at
its close. So with Ohrist's soldiers, who" fight the good fight of faith."
How liable every child of God is to be stirred by Satan! He stirred
David, Solomon, Peter, and others. How much there is in " God's elect"
that the adversary can stir. There is nothing in Jesus of this kind:
"The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me." What a
stirring world we live in. No stirs in heaven. What else but stirs in
hell? Hear the language of the rich man: "I am tormented in this
flame." "They rest not day nor night." Now mark the difference in
what is said of Lazarus: "He is comforted." What a stir there is in
the consoience when the Holy Spirit applies the law! What a stir in
him who said, "When the commandment came, sin revived, and I died"
(Rom. vii. 9). .It is clear that the work of conviction produces a stir
within. When the Lord Jesus, by His Almighty voice, called Lazarus
out of the grave, the divine power, conveyed by that call, caused him to
stir who was before unable to do so. Lazarus kept stirring till he came
out of the grave, "bound hand and foot with grave clothes." Lazarus
'had been stirred while dead and in the dark; but the bandages were not
removed the very instant he was first stirred. He could not stop in the
dead-house long after he was stirred. Reader, do you know anything of
being stirred in this way? You may have been stirred by the Spirit of
Ohrist and yet nave bandages on. Every step Lazarus took after he had
been stirred brought him nearer and nearing to Him who had stirred
him. A sinner who feels a divine power in his soul, moving him to come
to Jesus, is one who has been called by him. What a stir there was in
the jailor when he cried out, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" What
a stir amongst the people on the day of Pentecost. Oh, when will there
be such a stir as that' again!' What a stir in the valley of dry bones!
As long as the people of God are here below, with two opposite natUres
within them, there will bo stirs-inside stirs. What a mercy to know
anything of these inward debates! Ah, the believer's soul is sometimes
like a debating society; one takes one side, another the other side. One
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says, "tbat is right;" the otbersays,' "it iswl;ong." So the conflict
continues, and will continue, till He shall say, "It is enough." What a
stir a riot causes in the place where it occurs. Even the reading' of tbe
Riot Act does not always produce instant order and quietness. Believer
in Jesus, you know from experience there is such a thing as an inward
riot, even when you are sitting still on your seat, and lying down on your
bed. What inward stirs David had, as the Psalms clearly show. Ah !
we need a good deal of stirring to keep us from sleeping. Peter was
found sleeping, then slipping, then weeping. But what stirred him up
to weep? ." The Lord turned and looked upon Peter." When the
Saviour's p'owerful and gracious look reaches a sinner's heart, it will most
surely cause a stir there. Oh for more of such stirs! What a stir in
Saul of Tarsus, when he fell to the earth. and, while in Damascus, neither
eating nor drinking for three days! What was he doing- then? How
was he spending his time? "Behold, he prayeth." The stir he felt
within set him praying; and, oh, what prayer! The stir Peter felt set
him weeping.. Now, reader, do you know anything in your soul of these
kinds of stirs? Has the Lord ever looked on you in mercy? Have you
ever felt stirred to pray and weep before the Lord?
When a fire takes place in a city, what a stir it occasions! What efforts
are made to put it out!· What property lost thereby, and sometimes
valuable lives! When the fire of wrath is felt in the conscience of a
sinner, what a stir there is then! So there is a most glorious stir felt
within when the blessed Jesus makes the heart to burn with His love.
How the enemy would like to put out this fire! 0 Lord, in all simplicity
I would ask in Jesus' name, that the reader and writer may be blessed
with he C baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire." How lively this fire
makes one. How warm! How it makes the feet to run in the way.of
His commandmen -. How it melts one!
The receiving of a letter from a friend will often cause a stir within;
I am sure the receiving of a message from the Lord Jesus into the heart
causes a stir there of a right SOl'
The birth of a child will sometimes cause a stir. What a stir the birth
of the holy Child Jesus caused! "When Herod the king had heard these
things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him" (Matt. ii. 3).
What a very different stir among the angels of God! Did not the birth
<)f Christ cause a stir among angels, men, and devils? When the new
birth takes place in a sinner's soul, there is a stir there. There is frequently a stir when a wedding takes place. And oh! when the Lord
says to a poor sinner's soul, by His Holy Spirit, "Thy Maker is thy
Husband," "I am married unto you," what a stir, a blessed stir this
causes within! The good Lord makes us truly covetous after these stirs.
People are sometimes stirred when they hear of property being left them
by the will of some departed relation; and, when the Eternal Spirit assures
a sinner's soul that he belongs to Christ, that all things are his, that he
is an heir of God, and a join~-heir with Christ, will not this knowledge
produce a stir within? It will; and it will be a difficult thing to stop it.
This will make the soul to sing for joy of heart. Reader, have you ever
been stirred in this way? What a stir in a large city during the day!
What business is being done while this stir continues! So with the soul.
It is while the soul is beip.g stirred by the fire of God's love, by the power
and graces of the Holy Spirit, that business is being done of a very profitable kind.
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What stirs are occasioned by the wind, especially at sea, and among
sailors. When a wreck is feared, what a stir! When a wreck actually
takes place, what an awful stir then for awhile! So with the believer.
. He fears being wrecked by this "contrary" wind and the other; and
sometimes the Lord permits a wreck to take place, as in the case of Job,
in order to show out His great power and goodness to His chosen people.
What a stir among the disciples when "there arose a great tempest in
the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves: but He was
asleep." How stirred they were when they came to Him, and awoke
Him, saying, "Lord, save us: we perish" (Matt. viii. 24,25). The dear
Saviom was near all this time amidst the storm and tempest. The stir
brought the disciples together, drew them towards Jesus, and led them
to ofl'er Him a short, feeling, and united prayer. That is the sort of
stirring needed in these days; that which draws Christ's disciples closer
together, and nearer to Him, in real united prayer.
.
What a stir there was in J onah when in "the fish's belly!" Also
when, in answer to a question put to him by the LOl'd, he said, "I do
well to be angry even unto death." Who was the Author of this stir?
Also in Job, when he cmsed his day; in Peter, when he denied Jesus.
God's righteous judgments-have, and do, cause stirs. What a stir
when the world was drowned; Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed; the
first-born of Egypt slain. When the earth opened and swallowed up
Dathan, Korah, and Abiram, what a stir then. Also when Belshazzar
saw" the handwriting on the wall," what a stir he felt within; so much
so as to "change his countenance, and his thoughts troubled him, so that
the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against
another" (Dan. v. 5, 6). " When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed n:om
heaven, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God,
and that obey not the Gospel of om Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be
punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and
from the glory of His power" (2 Thess. i. 7-9). Oh, what agitation there
will be then! Where shall you and I be then, dear reader? Christ's
enemies said of Him, "He stirreth up the people" (Luke xxiii. 5).
There is a precious sense in which this is true. He stirs up His people
to repent, believe, pray, beg, cry, sigh, crave, pant; to hope, to hang on
Him; to seek, to weep, to search the Holy Scriptme ; to desire His
company, to depart from evil, to delight in Him; to attend prayer-meetings, to Gospel diligence, to flee from sin, to fight the good fight of faith,
to praise, to rejoice in His salvation, to love one another, to labom tD
enter into" that rest which remaineth for His people;" to forsake the
world and its charms, to take hold on Him, to do His will, to come tD
Him, cling to Him; choose Him, to lean on Him, to learn of Him, to love
Him" to glory in His cross, to adore Him, to "tread in His steps," to see
His face, and to sit down on His throne.
'A chil~ of God may feel, at the sam~ ~ime, stirred by ~atan's temptations to Slll, an~ ~lso by the Holy Spmt's j5race to .reslst the t-empter.
What a mercy It 18 to be J?reserved from saymg or domg anything when
being stirred up by satamc agency! May the reader and writer be thus
preserved.
Tetbury.
F. F.
No thanks to sin if the Lord overrule it for the good of His people. It
is still the abominable thing which His soul hateth.
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SPIRITUAL SONGS.

~

HANNAH'S song (1 Sam. ii. 1-10), which contains prayer, praise, and
prophecy. Hence it is here said Hannah prayed; thanksgiving is an important part of prayer-yea, thanksgiving for mercies received are
accepted as petitions for repeated and continued mercies. Praise is that
tribute we owe to God; it is our rent, and we are unjust to God if we
withhold it; a believer is under infinite obligation to offer the incense of
praise. Her prayer was mental, not noisy (chap. i. 13) ; but in her praises
her lips wQre opened, and her voice is heard shouting forth the mflrcy
of God.
Mary's song is something similar (Luke i. 46). Three things we have
in this song.
1. She speaks great things of God, and what He had done for her. He
is indeed great and glorious-a peerless Being, of infinite perfections.
J ehovah! this is expressive of the unity of His essence: Elohim! this
teaches us the three distinct subsistences or personalities in the divine
Essence-a Trinity in Unity, a Unity in Trinity; Hannah extols the
divine perfections. 1. His unspotted purity. 2. His almighty powerno rock like our God (or Elohim) vel'. 2, or as the word rock may sometimes
be rendered strength. 3. His unsearchable wisdom. 4. His unerring
and inflexible justice, vel'. 3, for by Him actions are weighed, and He will
render to every man.
he delights in these things. "My heart r'~'oioeth I"-her joy is a holy
joy- Elle triumphs; and her triumph, too, is a holy triumph. "My horn is
exa! ed in the Lord." My horn, &c., means, Thy praises very much elevated
to an unnsua!strain. How Hannah silences her enemies (vel'. 3): "Talk
no more ,ainly," &c. (Mic. xii. 7-10.)
IT. She proclaims the S<l\ereignty of the divine providence in some of
its righteous acts.
1. The strong are weakened, and the weak are strengthened (vel'. 4).
2. The rich are impoverished, and the poor enriched (vel'. 5).
3. Empty families are increased in number, and numerous families
lessened in number. In the Jewish historical traditions it is related that
when Hannah bore one child, her enemy Peninnah buried two (vel'. 5).
4. God is the sovereign Disposer of life and deatlr (vel'. 6). "The Lord
killeth, and maketh alive."
5. Advancement of some and abasement of others (Psalm cxiii. 7, 8).
6. An incontestable reason is assigned for all these dispensations of divine
sovereignty (vel'. 8). "For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's." This
may signify His almighty power, by which He upholds the whole creation;
or it may signify the Prince and great ones of the earth (Psalm lxxv. 3),
and is declarative of His absolute sovereignty in their appointment, and
who may say, "What doest Thou?" It may also signify His saints and
people, who are indeed the pillars, &c. (Rev. iii.12.)
ITI. A prediction of the preservation and advancement of all God's
faithful friends, or in other words His Church and people (vel'. 9, 10).
This prophecy may refer (1st) to the government of Israel by Samuel and
David, whom he was to anoint, and the birth of Samuel was the dawning
of that day. But (2nd) it looks farther even to Him who is David's Lord,
and predicts the kingdom of Christ and the administration of that kingdom of grace. And here is the fu'st time in Scripture that we meet with
the name Messiah, or anointed. Ancient expositors, both Jewish and
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Ohristian, make this prophecy to look beyond David to the Son of David ;
glorious things are here ·spoken of, of the kingdom of our most glorious
Ohrist, .both before and since His incarnation. It is predicted concerning
that kingdom,
1. All the subjects of it shall be carefully and powerfully protected
(vel'. 9): "He will keep the feet of His saints."
2. No power shall prevail against it.
3. Its enemies shall be destroyed.
4. It shall \'xtend its conquests and its government to distant regions
(vel'. 10). " The Lord shall judge the ends of the earth."
5. That the power and honour of Messiah the prince shall grow and
increase more and more (vel'. 10). He shall give strength unto his King,
&c., for the accomplishment of this great undertaking (Psalm lxxxix. 21 ;
Luke xxii. 43), strengthen him to go through the difficulties of his humiliation, and in his exaltation he will lift up the head (Psalm ex. 7), lift up the
horn, the power and honour of His anointed, and make him higher than the
kings of the earth (Psalm lxxxix. 27). His crown's the triumphant song of
Hannah, and is more than anything the matter of her exaltation. Her
horn is exalted, because she foresees the horn of the Messiah will. be so.
This secures the hope the subject of Ohrist's kingdom "Will be safe, and
that his enemies will be ruined, for the Anointed, the Lord Ohrist, is
girt with omnipotel1t strength, al1d is able to come and destroy unto the
utmost the wicke~ and all the nations that forget God (Amos ix. 8; Micah
v. 10, 1 001'. i. 19.)
A GOOD MAN.
" For he was a good man, and fun of the Holy Ghost and of faith; and much
people was added unto the Lord" (ACTS xi. 24.)
A GOOD man is one who is made so by the grace of God. By nature :ve
are all alike guilty before God. St. Paul says, "For I know that in me
[that is, in my flesh] dwelleth no good thing. For to will is present with
me, but how "to perform that which is good I find not." And David says,
"There is none righteous, no, not one. There is none that seeketh after
God. They are all gone out of the way, they are altogether become
unprofitable. There is none that doeth good, no, not one." This is
a very sad but very true picture of the heart of man in an unregenerate
state; but, when it plea.ses God the Holy Ghost to quicken a dead soul,
Ee implants within that soul His own nature, which is holy in every
'sense, clothes him with the righteousness of His own dear Son, -whereby
he is rendered complete even in the eye of spotless purity, and then it is
he becomes a truly good man, and infinite justice looks upon him "With
'satisfaction.
That is a wonderful passage, "And they shall call His name E=anuel,
which being interpreted is, God with us." We do not half realise this as
we ought that God in very deed dwells in us; we can understand in some
measure the indwelling of Ohrist and the Holy Ghost in the heart of a
believer, but are too apt to forget that God Himself dwells there too;
this is because we so often let go the truth that Ohrist is God, and the
Holy Ghost is God, therefore it is the triune God "We should always be
careful to acknowledge. This train of thought has arisen from remarking
that the new nature implanted in a child of God is God's own nature, and
this alone constitutes" a good man."
W. .
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HALF AN HOUR'S "OHAT" BETWEEN "GEORGE AND
MARY."

Ge6rge. Well, my beloved sister, I am glad to see you once mOl'e, it
brings to my remembrance those sweet lines" And all I love in Ohrist below
Shall join the glorious band."
Mary. Ah, my dear brother, but shall I join that" glorious band?"
I assure you that that causes me many an anxious thought. Oh, if I
were quite certain of that at all times, I think I should be as happy as an
angel"My summer would last all the year."
But still I trust, fearing, as I am sometimes, poor, weak, and worthless
as I am, I can yet go to Him at times as my Friend, my Beloved, and tell
Him of all my wants, all my cares, all my sorrows. Yes, spread all
before Him; yes, things'that I could not tell my own beloved husband.
Yes, I trust I can, at least, sometimes say, "Whom have I in heaven
but Thee? and there is none upon earth I desire in comparison of Thee."
George. Well, my dear sister, did the poet say of that" great multitude
who stand before the throne, and before the Lamb," some of whom we
have known" Once they were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears;
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins and doubts and fears."
But sorrowing, fearing, and doubting are now for every fled away. This
happiness, my dear sister, will be yours by-and-by; yes, He will perfect
that which concerneth you. R-emember it is He, the mighty One, that
will do it, not you. Yes," The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and
come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away"
(Isaiah xxxv. 10).
Mary. If I among them stand by-and-by, methinks I shall sing the
loudest of them all; yes, cry with a "loud voice," "Salvation to our God
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." Oh, that that may
be my happy portion!
George. And so I hear our friend Mr. R-- is at last gone" to his
long home." I trust he is now" present with the Lord." And, oh,
what a blessed exchange it must be for him, sufferer as he has been,
more or less for so many years. " Far better" it must be indeed.
Mary. Yes, he died on the 3rd of this month (February, 1869); I
trust you have a good foundation for your hope concerning him. I have
known him now for some years; but, for my part, I had my fears about
him. I thought there was a great deal of self-righteousness about him,
and you know that won't do to stand before God in, for" all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags;" his views also were misty or "muddy," and
therefore his expressions tinted with Arminianism. Still I know" nothing
is too hard for the Lord;" and I must say this of him, that, notwithstanding his being reduced, as it regards this world's goods, and notwithstand·
AA
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ing his sufferings, I never heard a murmur escape his lips; he seemed to
be the most patient man I ever knew.
George. Yes; I have known him also for many years, and believe all
you say of him is true; and it was painful to hear him at times so "Warmly
taken up with politics, and "declaiming," as' dear Newton says of
"Querulus," "against the management of public affairs." Nor "Was
he quite free from these kind of things, even since the time he considered
himself-and I trust he was-converted. But well may we say, dear
sister, especially in these days of spiritual declension, when bright' lights'
are indeed few., in the language of the Psalmist: -" If -Thou, Lord, wert
extreme to mark what is done [and spoken] amiss, 0 Lord, who among
Us could stand?" Sad it is to hear and witness what we do in these
days, not only ofthose who we fear are only professors, but of those also who
we trust are possessors of true religion. May the Lord pour out His
Spirit upon us, and take us by the hand and draw us from the world to
Himself. But, however, I am glad to be able to give you a reason for
..fly hope concerning Mr. R--. You know twelve months ago he was
sick" nigh unto death," and, from the conversation I then had with him,
my hope of him is principally founded. You shall hear the substance of
a few of those conversations as scribbled down at the time, then you will
he able to judge whether I have not a good foundation for my hope.
Sunday, Febntary 16th, 1868. Visited Mr. R--. He related to me
again that up till about one year and a half ago, he was building upon
his own righteousness. The Lord abou that time, it seems, began to
open his eyes to see that that would not do; it was a sandy foundation,
till at last he was" driven," he said, "to the greatest despair;" his
" agony of mind was very great ind<!ed," he could not " express how great."
He, in this extremity, driven to the last point, it seems, went to some
secret place, "and cried unto the Lord, and cast himself on Him," just as
he was. And the Lord delivered him out of his sore trouble by speaking
these words into his- soul: "Thy sins are forgiven thee," which made
him" dance for joy unspeakable." The 12th of Isaiah was then most
precious to him. And several times before my visits, and since, I have
seen the tears run down his cheeks when speaking of his deliverance, at
the time mentioned. He never, it seems, lost his confidence "Wholly'llways, I think, referring to that precious chapter. He told me he could
now sing the whole of that chapter (the 12th of Isaiah) in spirit. He
had often sung it when a boy, he said, as an anthem, bu knew it not in
its spiritttal meaning. He had had" raptures of joy" at times, he said,
during the last day or two, while lying on his bed. Yesterday, he said,
he had been cast down for some little time, but those words: ' Why art
thou cast down, 0 my soul," &c., came to his mind, and were the means
of restoring him again, bringing peace and liberty into his soul. I read,
"Rock of Ages, cleft for me," &c., to him, which he spoke highly of.
- He told my dear Wife, two or three days before this, how happy he had
been for a day or two.
Monday even£ng, February 17th. Again visited Mr. R--. He spoke of
:his delighting in former years to keep the Sabbath outwardly, not seeing
the need of anything more till the time the Lord opened his eyes. Spoke
again of the agonies he was then in, "no tongue could tell his agonies."
I mentioned how distinguishing the case of the thief on the cross wasone taken, the other left. "Grace must make all the difference," I said.
He feelingly responded in the words of that precious verse,-
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" Oh to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
"Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it;
Seal it from Thy courts above."
I spoke of the old nature being the same till the last; he said, "Yes."
He again.spoke of Isaiah xii.: "How deligl!tj~tl to be able to repeat it in
the Spirit." He also spoke of our Lord's being brought up before Pilate.
He had been, it seems, led to remember, to think, to view him as it were
before Pilate.
Tttesday, Februa·ry IS.-Just saw Mr. R-- this morning. He told
me the" joys," the" raptures," he had had for some days previously were
"relapsed," meaning they were not so great; were stayed in a measure.
The pain of body had almost overoome him; made him unconscious at
times; but no murmur did I hear escape his lips.
Evening, seven o'clock.-Again visited Mr. R - . Read the hymn" Nothing either great or small;
Nothing, sinner, no;
Jesus did it; did it all,
Long long ago.

" Weary, working, plodding one,
Why toil you so ?
Cease your doing; all was done
Long, long ago!

" When He from His lofty throne
Stoop'd to do and die,
Everything was fully done;
Hearken to His cry:

"Till to Jesus' work you cling,
By a simple faith,
•Doing' is a deadly thing;
•Doing' ends in death.

" It is finished !" yes, indeed,

" Callt your deadly' doing' down,
Down at Jesus' feet;
Stand in Him, in Him (tlone,
Gloriously complete."

Finished every jot!
Sinner, this is all you need;
Tell me, is it not?

"Yes," he quickly replied, "that's where I stood," referring to the
time when he went out in sulitude to cry to the Lord, with his sins like a
" mountain" on him, and the Lord gave him the" release," which he so
often spoke of; the" rapturous joy" he could not" express." Again
spoke of the" raptures of joy" he had for a few days before, saying, his
wife on one occasion asked him what he was grieving about. He told
her he wall not grieving; it was" tears of joy." Told me also how
precious the anthem taken from 001'. xv., on victory over death, which he
used to sing in the church when a boy, had been to him, I think during
the day. "A song oftriumph ;" he had often sung it with his voice when
a boy; he could now sing it in spirit. It seemed to be read into him,
causing him to rejoice in spirit. I asked him if he was troubled with evil
thoughts or suggestions of the devil? " No," he said, "I am free from
them all for the present; Satan is kept at a distance."
Wednesday, Feb. I9.-Again visited Mr. R--. He quickly said to
me, "Oh, Mr. H--, the Lord has granted me a renewal," meaning'of
peace and joy, having had, as he said, a "season of dulness." I replied,
"Rejoicing in tribulation." "Rejoicing in hope," he said. He then
.told me of the" glorious views" he had had that day of the agonies of
AA2
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Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane. Told me also how much he had that
day entered in spirit into Lllther's hymn or anthem"Great God, what do I see and hear,
The end of things created!
The J ud;;e of mankind doth appear,
On clouds of glory seated!
The trumpet sounds, the graves restore
The dead which they cont<tined before;
Prepare, my soul, to meet Him."
He really seem!,d to enjoy it in spirit as he repeated it to me. I then
spoke to him of the Lord's distinguishing mercy to him who was not any
better by nature than others. No not one "bit" better, he replied, or
words to that effect. He spoke again of the time when he was hrought
so "low" -" to the lowest scale," he said-and what effect the words
spoken into his soul produced-could not" express the joy." He mentioned "peace in believing," I think as df'scriptive of his feelings on
that day. Spoke of Paul's hearing a voice-had been speaking of it to his
wife. Seemed to rejoice in the prospect of death.
Friday, Feb. 21.-Again visited Mr. R--. He spoke of that" beau. tiful" hymn, " Jesus, Lover of my soul," &c. It had been in a measure precious to him that day, read into his mind it seems, but still the rapturous
joys of which he had spoken on my previous visits were, I believe,
in a great measure abated. On his asking me to pray with him, I asked
him what I should pray for. "A renewal," he said, meaning a renewal
of the great joy and peace he had been favoured with befor3. Satan had
been kept from him, he said. Hoped the Lord would keep him till the
end. He gradually recovered from that time. I would just say, he sent
for me at the time of his " release" spoken of, to tell me of it; but I
confess I was doubtful concerning it at the time, and by my prayer or
what I said at the time, he knew it, and more than once reminded me of
it afterwards.
. Mary. Well, I cannot but hope you have a "good foundation" for
your hope ~f his end; that the Lord was indeed "merciful to him" in
his old age, for he was arrived to the advanced age of seventy-seven.
Yes, I do trust Jesus was indeed what he said to me a few days before he
died. He was 1~i8 "Surety," and that, therefore, all Oill' fears concerning
him were groundless; for who shall lay anything to the charge of that
man or woman whose Surety is the MIGHTY GOD? He has answered
for.ALL !
George. Good-bye, my beloved sister. The Lord deliver thee from all
thy fears, and make thee a living epistle of Jesus, read of all men.
Mu:ry. Good-bye, my beloved brother, till we meet again. May" His
lovingkindness break through the miinight of thy soul," and deliver thee
from that" oppression" of the enemy to which thou art subject. May
the God of hea.ven "bless thee and make thee a blessing."
Martock.
G. H.

It most demonstrably appears that true grace is of that nature that the
more a pel'sonhasofit, with remaining corruption, the less does his goodness
and holine:ss appear in proportion, not only as to his past deformity, but
as to the present aspect of sin that now appears in his heart, and in the
abominable defects of his brightest affections and highest attainments.

--
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MISSIONARY RESULTS.
WE l1ave heathens in Christendom, and savages in our religious communities; therefore we have no need to cross sea and land to find enemies
to God and man. They meet us everywhere; but, if there is unity with
regard to sin and alienation from God, there is oneness in the remedy.
And, moreover, there is oneness and unity in the manifestation of that
remedy in the life and walk. Poor, feeble, and small, it may be, but the
principle is there, and the fruits appear more or less in every Spirit-taught
child of God.
The follgwing brief memorial, extracted from missionary records, ·carries
with it this proof, and may convey rebuke or encouragement to some
tossed and tried believer struggling under the burden of a strong wayward will, desirous to maintain a Christian demeanour; but finds daily
the cross of a mind naturally angular, and that defies subjection in heart
to the persons and things wherewith he is connected. The work of God
so signally displayed in the conduct of tbe poor heathen girl may stir
up a spirit of prayer and holy emulation in the heart of some believer
whose eyes God hath opened to see the evils of an unsubdued temper.
Some there are, and we may say, without fear of contradiction, the great
bulk of professors, deem everyone wrong but themselves, and the blame
of all they do that is evil they push off upon otbers. A feeling sense and
acknowledgment that they are in fault is unknown to them. But the
work of the Spirit is on this wise, "He smote upon Ms breast, saying,
God, be merciful to me, a [or the] sinner."
When God begins with a soul it is personal work. Sin and salvation
comprehend tbe feelings, fears, and desires of the new-born soul, and all
this is matter of individual experience. This makes a humble Christian,
and this breaks the neck of a proud self-confident spirit. But there is a
large cla.ss of humble talkers, who speak of themselves in lowly language;
expatiate upon their evil tempers, and enlarge upon their shortcomings
and misdoings, and there it ends. They expect in this instance to be
contradicted; the only spot where opposition is sweet. The anecdote is
not out of place here of a wife who was confessing and bemoaning her
frequent outbreaks of ill-temper to her husband, who quietly observed,
" 'Tis all true enough." This was a remark neither expected nor desired, and
very unpleasant results followed, showing that the woman's ill-temper far
exceeded her own confession.
Humility, meekness, patience, these are the characteristics of a Gospel
spirit, not to the self-satisfaction of the believer; not as the prerequisite
for grace or glory, but for the manifestation to others of the work of God
on the soul. Partial-and comparative we admit it is in the best, and under
the most advantao-eous circumstances; but the struggle is there to do
right, the conscie:ce is kept tender, the sonl is humbled "?ecause of. sin,
and the desire is given to walk in accordance to the mmd and will.of
God. Observers who see only the failures little comprehend the tnal
that goes on within, to keep down the wrong and manifest the right.
They little know at what a cost the war is mainta.ined, in the bre~st of a
child of God' while they eat up the sin of samts as though It were
."
bread, and are, ready at all times to say, "Ah, so would we h ave ~t.
But this triumphing is short, for the last day will prove that the sam~s
were robed in a better righteousness than their own, ~md that theIr
attempts to walk in holiness of life amidst countless. failu~es was well
pleasing unto God, who created them unto good works m OhrIst Jesus.
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There were some things about Hannah and the work of divine grace in
her that demand grateful record. She was the daughter of one of the
,most intelligent and wealthy Nestorians, who placed her in the seminary
as early as 1845. She was then quite small, and the teacher objected
very much to taking her, but paternal importunity prevailed. As soon
'as her father turnerl to go she began to scream, but he left, saying, "She
must remain and learn wisdo;n." The kind teacher took her in her lap
to soothe her, but it was of no use. Her bleeding hands bore the marks
of the nails of her new scholar for weeks. She called for her father, but
he was inten~ionally out of hearing. The child remained, but learned
wisdom very slowly. She had her fits of rage so often that she was sent
-home, sometimes for weeks, and again for months. She made little progress either in study or other good, till the winter of 1850, when she
seemed to begin to have a desire for spiritual things. Though her gen81'al
deportment was correct, she often showed such a determined will, that
her instructors feared that she had never been humbled, and said from
the heart, "Not my will, but Thine;" and often told her that if she was
a Ohristian, God would in love subdue that will. She could not feel her
need of this, and thought that they required too much of her. So they
were obliged to leave her with God, and He dealt with her in an unusual way. The mission premises had formerly been occupied by an
oriental bath, and here and there were old pit~, once used for carrying off
the water, but now covered up so that no one knew where they were. One
evening Miss Fiske called the girls together, and told them some things
she wished they would refrain from. They promised compliance and
went out, but hardly had they gone before their teacher heard the cry:
"Hannah is in the well! " She ran there, but all seemed right. Then
they led her to an opening just before the back door, saying, "The earth
has opened and swallowed her up." The covering of one of the pits had
given way, and she had fallen, perhaps twenty feet below the tlurface.
Providentially, as in the case of J oseph, there was no water in the pit, and
in a few days she was able to resume her place in school, but much more
gentle and subdued than ever she was before. The change was marked
by all. Months after, in a private interview with, her teacher, she gave
an account of the whole matter. She said the girls went out saying,
" We will obey our teacher j" but she, stamping her foot, said, "I did
what I liked before, and I shall do so again."
With these words on her lips she sank intD the earth. At first she did
not know what had happened, but remembered all that had been said and
felt that God had been dealing with her. Lying there helpless and bruised
at the bottom of the pit, she was humbled, and made willing to renounce
her pwn will. From that time she was a most lovely example of all that
was gentle. She seemed to give up everything, and bear all things. Her
father saw the change, and one day said to her teachers, "I am not a
Ohristian,> but Hannah 'now seems to know nothing but God's will. If she
was to die now, I should believe she was with Ohrist, she is so like Him."
Her Ohristian character was beautifully developed. The school learned
of her what it was to be Ohrist-like. She longed to do good, and was
ready to make any sacrmce for the good of souls.
The parting prayer-meeting with four girls, one of whom was Hannah,
going as missionaries to the mountains, was one of the pleasantest memories that Miss Fiske carried awayfrom Oroomiah. She left soon after, but
often heard from Hannah and her companions, that she was happy in her
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life of privation for Jesus' sake, and did what she could. She suffered,
however, from the change, and was advised to visit Oroomiah for her
health. It was hoped she might soon recover, but she went only to
leave her sweet testimony to the blessedness of knowing no will but God's,
and then go home. She sent the following message to Miss Fiske from
her dying-bed, "I love to leave God to do jUFlt as He pleases.. I thank
you for all your love, and especially for teaching me about my Saviour."
She died in December, 1860. Having given herself to missionary wcrk
among the mountains, it is interesting to know that her little property
also went to the same object. In the remarkable reception. of the Gospel
in Oroomiah in the Spring of 1861, her brother gave her inheritance,'
which had fallen to him, to sustain Ohristian labours in the mountains'
Thus, after Hannah's life had been laid down in the work, all her living
went to carry it on.

([,ornsvonhmu.
THE SINS OF SERVIOE.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel MClgazine.

My DEAR BROTHER,-I was very glad to meet with you once more, and
strange I should not have recognized you till you came into the vestry.
I am getting now very infirm, and cannot preach more than one sermon
in the day. My working days are nearly over. I am trusting my work
will never arise against me, for I know it will not stand the test; and
soul-sins, as Tiptaft said, stain deep. To" finish transgression," was a
wonderful work for the Saviour to come for, and so to put souls into a
position as if they had never transgressed at all! .
Yours in Gospel affection,
J. A. WALLINGER.
[We fully sympathise with our dear brother in the foregoing remarks;
and, whilst wondering at the Lord's condescension in making any use
whatever of such poor vile in truments, we take comfort from two
thoughts: first, that he has declared that "the treasure is in earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us ; "
and, secondly, that the Lord said, "When ye shall have done all those
things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants,"
clearly intimating, that their labours (poor and imperfect as they were)
were kindly and graciously recognized. Oh, what would become of "the
sins of our holy things," to say nothing of our other sins and transgressions, but for" the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than
the blood of Abel ?"-ED.J
THE RIGHT ROAD, THOUGH ROUGH AND THORNY.
To the Editm' of the Gospel Magazine.

My VERY DEAR SIR,-Having a long time purposed to write you some
account of myself, I thought it not an unsuitable time to do so, that you
may receive it on your birthday, as I think you would as much, or even
more, rejoice to hear how the Lord blesses your labours than in a costly
gift; and further, I desire that you may increasingly testify to the
faithful loving-kindness of a covenant-keeping God. I most sincerely and
heartily wish you very many happy returns of this day, and may it be the
Lord's will to spare you, not only to your own family, but to His living'
ones, for their comfort and encouragement for very many years to come.
You little k:r;lOW Mw much your services are valued, perhaps it is not
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necessary you should know how much; but for your encouragement, I do
think, persons should not be slow in speaking when the Lord has done
anything for a poor cast-down one, for there must be in the ministry
. much oft-times to discourage. During the past year, you have been so led
to trace out from time to time, so exactly and minutely the path I have
had to walk, that sometimes I have thought some one must have told you
of the then occurring circumstances, but I found it not so; then, again,
there have been times when none but God and my own soul knew what I
was enduring; and on the borders of despair I have come to the church,
and to my utter astonishment you have taken a most suitable text to my
case, and held-up as it were a picture of myself too. Never to be forgotten
times! I will name the first: "The Lord knoweth how to deliver the
godly out of temptations." I came as if it were to be the last t£me to see
if anything may be said to give me the least hope that the Lord would
have mercy on me, and give me a particle of encouragement to hope I was
among the number of the saved; and, oh, I can never forget how you
seemed to plead with my poor tried tempted soul, and how preciously you
spake of the" how." I returned home, like one having gone out with a
heavy load and been relieved of it. Not long after I was in a similar
state; but so far worse as to feel unable to ask the Lord to give me a
word. I felt as if it were useless; yet amidst difficulties to come, I felt I
could not keep away, and, most despondingly entering the church, you
gave out these words, "He hath ascended up on high. . . . and received
gifts for men: yea, even for the rebellious also." Oh, my heart seemed
broken! I burst into tears, and could hardly bear to remain, as you so
minutely went into the then state of my mind. I thought, Surely it must
be of God, and I felt such sweet encouragement flow into my heart, that,
although at times very low and distressed, I have never been brought
80 low as then. I could write a list of texts which have been most sweetly
blessed to me during the past year; and, although it has been a year of
the greatest trials I ever was called to endure, yet I was never favoured
with so many tokens for good; those two sermons from these words were
very precious too. All seemed for me; nor have I ever had such comfortable hope to believe that my name is among the number of the redeemed
with precious blood. At the beginning of my troubles, I was filled with
self-pity, self-will, and anger; with a host of rebellious feelings, and a
determination to have it put right in my time and way, I was ledto open
upon the passage in Micah, "I will bear the indignation of the Lord,
because I have sinned, and wait till He arise and plead my cause." I
was so instantly cut down with shame and confusion and distress. The
sins of my whole life were presented to my view. The sins of my very
earliest years-tender years-seemed enough to leave me without
hope if anything in the leastwise depended upon me for salvation. So
that I was so brought to self-loathing and self-abhorrence, that I cried,
H If I perish I perish, but it must be at His dear feet," begging for mercy;
and I felt that, though I did not deserve at the hand of man such cruelty
as I was called to suffer, that there was nothing I did not deserve at
the hand of God; and honestly I can say,
" If my soul ware sent to hell,
His righteous law approves it well;"
but those precious lines for weeks. were in my mind,
"Yet save a trembling sinner, Lord,
Whose hope still hovers round Thy word," &c.

---- ----------------

--

':

THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

313

The Lord has so wonderfully sustained me ; and, truly, to this moment,
I can testify to His making good His word to me, "As thy days, thy
strength shall be." I never was so blessed with health and bodily
strength, for I was never before accustomed to menial work at all. And.
nbw, with comparative ease, I can do what I should once have declared an impossibility. As growing necessity has appeared, so has
fresh strength been imparted; and, although the trial is in no wise
lessened, I feel I am in my right place-the Lord so graciously and
condescendingly sustains and gives (blessed be His name) increasing
patience. I used to think, as Hart's hymn describes, that patience
would come' before the trouble; but I have had to learn the mistake.
I do still cry and beg, and at times beseech the Lord to appear and
deliver, for Sill-e I am that none short of Him can do it, and on this I
rest; but I have, indeed, dishonoured Him, by trying many schemes of
my own, and do even now plan and plan when I am greatly desiring
peace and comfort.
I remain, yours respectfully,

REOOLLEOTIONS OF DEPARTED MINISTERS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR Sm,-Heading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for this month, I came to
page 202" The cause of love-is in Himself,
And in Him we'll rejoice."
My mind, as though by electricity, called up the author of the hymn,
with whom I was well acquainted. Who was he? Sixty or more years
ago he was one of the " poets" of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, then edited by
Mr. Row, a staunch friend of the immortal Toplady, and his pieces were
inserted under the signature of" A Nazarene." These pieces, or hymns,
he afterwards published, with many others, under the title of the
"Nazarene's Songs."
Still the question remains, "Who was he?" He was a poor ribbon
weaver, a native of Attleborough, in Warwickshire, and finally one of
the most eminent ministers of the gospel in his day, contemporary with '
Huntington, Hawker, Watts Wilkinson, Nunn, &c., &c. He was none
other than the celebrated William Gadsby, of Manchester, made a
blessing to thousands. Here is the hymn in full ; "Let saints lift up their hearts,
And, with a cheerful voice,
The wo~ders of their .~ing proclaim,
And i l l the Lord reJOIce.
" Whatever be your frame,
Though dark and cold as ice,
No chan.ge has taken ~l~ce in Him;
Then m the Lord reJOlce.
" Till God can change His mind,
And swear He has no choice;
The sou~ that in the L~)l·.d believes,
Shall m the Lord reJOIce.
" As sure as God is God,
And Abram heard His voice,

He'll love His saints unto the end:
Then let them all rejoice.
" Rejoice in Christ your King;
All that He has is yours;
His life, His honour, oath, and blood,
Your happiness secures.
"Nor sin, nor death, nor hell,
Can make Him hate His choice;
The cause of love is in Himself,
And in Him we'll rejoice.
"He made an end of sin,
And bought us with a price;
Our life, our hopes, our all's in Him, .
And. we'll in Him rejoice."
ANOTHER
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SLEEPING IN JESUS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
Croydon, April 14, 1869.

My DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD JESUS,-It will interest you to hear
that the Lord has gathered to her rest the partner of my wilderness
journey, with whom you first met, in Gloucestershire, when on your way to
Ireland, in the year 1846. What torrents of mercy have rolled over our
souls since then! and looking back, with what sublime emphasis can we
exclaim, "Not for works of righteousness which we have done, but of
His mercy hath He saved us'" (Titus iii. 5), simply and solely because
the Almighty Father, who hath power over the clay to make one vessel to
honour and another to dishonour, hath been pleased in His sovereignty
to appoint us, not unto wrath, but to obtain salvation! (1 Thess. v. 9.)
The departed was froIl). her earliest years one of that numerous class of
whom Cornelius is a type, a sample: "a just man, and one that feareth
God, and of good report" (Acts x. 22), but a stranger to the peace and
joy that saturates the soul when the Holy Ghost is pleased to make a full
l'evelation of the person of the Lord Jesus, and of His finished work on
Calvary.
. It is so much t.he fashion of the Revivalists of the present day to regard
souls as lost that cannot boast of the joy in God which comes when we
" receive the atonement" (Rom. v. 11), that it is consolatory, instructive,
and corrective of error, to revert to Peter's experience, when he opened
his mouth and said, " Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of
persons; but in every nation he that feareth Him and worketh righteousness is accepted of Him" (Acts x. 34, 35). The Hebrew fisherman,
who by direct revelation knew Jesus to be "the Christ, the Son of the
living God" (Matt. xvi. 16, 17), was instructed by the remarkable vision
of the great sheet, knit at the four corners, and filled with four-footed
beasts, creeping things, and fowl8 of the air, to lay aside his narrow,
exclusive Jewish prejudices, and learn that Gentiles, though ignorant of
Moses, and as yet strangers to the Gospel, were accepted of God, "because
they feared Him and worked righteousness." The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom (Psalm cri. 10); and this fear, inspired by the
Spirit of God, is the sure precursor of eternal salvation, though the
subject of it may lack full assurance, and may mourn inwardly, "because
fear hath torment." " He that feareth is not made perfect in love," for
" there is no fear in love i" "but perfect love casteth out fear." As the
work of grace proceeds, the most timid and apprehensive soul will find
the garments of heaviness fall off, and make way for the spirit of praise
apd perfect love (1 John iv. 18).
, Something like this was the rathel' protracted experience of her who,
to borrow the apostle's figure, now" sleeps in Jesus" (1 Thess. iv. 14).
A beautiful and an expressive figure (but only a figure), for we must by
no means understand that a soul which has departed to be with Christ is
in a state of torpor, coiled up like a slumbering dormouse, to await the
resurrection of the body. The late Archbishop Whately, with that power
of parodox of which he was complete master, and which induced him to
say that the natural death of a felon is on the gallows, labours, in his
treatise on the" Intermediate State of the Soul after Death," to show
that practically it is all one whether the soul is or is not torpid till it
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rejoins the body; whether it dozes for a thousand years, or rushes at
once, without a moment's delay, to cast its crown at the Redeemer's feet,
he would persuade us, comes to the same thing, as if insensibility and
enjoyment were synonyms. That this was not the conviction of the
apostle Paul is plain from his desire to depart and be with Ohrist, which
he thought far better than to remain in the body (Phil. i. 23), rejoicing
in Ohrist Jesus, as he did (Phil. iii. 3). A state of somnolency in the
next world could not appear to him better than a life of glorious activity
here. Still less could he mean by being with Ohrist no more than being
asleep! Thus we may feel satisfied that the expression "sleep in Jesus"
relates only to the outer visible appearanCle of the body, which resembles
sleep; but conveys no information as to the condition of the spirit that
has deserted its tabernacle, and returned to God who gave it. " For ever
with the Lord," necessarily implies life, wakefulness, and joy; though
whether glorified souls need intervals of repose to heighten their blissas sunrise and sunset, action and rest, have charms for us-is a question
beyond our present knowledge, if, indeed, it be not settled by the bold
declaration about the four living creatures (be they what they may) who
rest not day or night, saying, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,
which was, and is, and is to come" (Rev. iv. 8).
About two years before the" anxious inquirer" was delivered from this
present evil world, her soul being in much darkness, and her body in a
very afflicted state, my spirit was led out into a vehement prayer, which
resolved itself into the verses that accompany this (marked No. I). A
few months afterwards the Lord did graciously answer the first part of
my prayer; for one night He was pleased to manifest Himself to her soul
with great sweetne~s and beauty (as she told me), the words, "I have
redeemed thee, saith the Lord Almighty," coming at the same time into
her mind with satisfying power and comfort. From this period till the
day of her dissolution (nine months afterwards) there was a manifest
increase of that repose of soul, that hush of spirit, which the presence of
the Lord ever gives, and which seemed to keep pace, deepening with the
gradual decay and wasting of the already sadly wrecked, but once
graceful tabernacle and benignant countenance with which her Oreator
had favoured her; I was constrained to be much from home on the
Lord's service during the latter weeks of her pilgrimage, and was thus
not permitted to have much intercourse with her'; but about a week
before she closed her poor eyes in death (she was already nearly blind)
my heart was cheered by hearing her bestow on me her favourite benediction: "My precious husband, the Lord bless thee and keep thee: the
Lord make His face to shine upon thee, and be gracious to thee" (Num.
vi. 24, 25). These were her last words to me, and her prayer has been
signally answered. I have been kept-wonderfully kept-sustained, and
comforted by the God of all grace, the Father of 'mercies, who has
arranged everything for me. This year, on the anniversary of her
departure (she passed away on the 15th of March last year), the Holy
Spirit filled my heart with great joy on her account, giving me the fullest
assurance of her eternal happiness, and leading me to see how completely
the prayer in the verses already mentioned had been answered. He is a
prayer-hearing, He is a prayer-answering God; and I glorified Him as
such. " The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: blessed be the
name of the Lord" (Job i. 21).
.
The next day I was enabled to set the words to music, and I can thus
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with a piano accompaniment) frequently offer up my own song of praise
to the Redeemer, to His Father who gave Him, and to the Holy
Spirit who reveals Him to sinners as their Saviour. About the same time
my soul was led out in a strain of thanksgiving and pra!se, incorporated
in the verses that accompany this (marked No. II). The Spirit who leads
me to make this communication, will, I do not doubt, kindle in your soul
a responsive sympathy, and induce you to give my letter and lines a place
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, where they may be used to whisper a word in
season to some member of the Lord's mystical body, and where they
certainly wi!l be read with joyous satisfaction by many who loved the
departed j for they will thus learn that, at the bottom of the cup of affliction which her Father put into her hand, she at last found the pearl of
ETERNAL PEACE. Ever yours, dear brother in the Lord,
VVILLIAM MUSHETT.
NO. 1.

PRAYER.
OH, rise on her soul with the day-dawn of
glory,
Let darkness and sorrow be changed into
praise;
While the Spirit l'eveals the eternal love-story
Of Jesus, the crucified Ancient of days.
Behold Rim! behold Rim, deserted and
bleeding,
Forlorn on the cross with the thieves by
His side;
As King overruling, as Priest interceding,
The Saviour Almighty bled, languished,
and died.
Thy sins, where are they? In the purple
stream flowing
From wounds in His bosom, His hands,
and Ris brow;
Behold, to oblivion thy guilt quickly going,
God seeks, but Re finds no iniquity now!
Absolved in that crimson for aye and for ever,
Thou standest all fair in the sight of Thy
God'
While Christ in His glory cries, "Father,
forgive her!
The elect of Thy love, the redeemed of
my blood."
"Come hither, come hither, my blood-redeemed daughter,"
The Father of glory exclaims with delight;
" As a gem for His diadem J esllS hath bought
.her,
And clad her in robes now eternally white.
"Amansion in heaven, prepared for her dwelling,
Awaits when her spirit escapes from its
clay;
And glorified bosoms with rapture are swelling,
To think that ere long she'll be happy as
they."

NO.

n.

PRAISE.
SHE is gone to the glory where Jesus now
reigns

Supreme with the saints that Re bought
with Hi" blood;
Rer spirit in darkness no longer complains,
But soars in the light of the kingdom of

God.
Blest change for Thy mourner, Thou God of
all grace,

Her wilderness trials and sorrows now
done,
Thy child doth behold Thine invisible face,
In the visible face of Thy glorifi ed Son.
Incarnate J ehovah! I magnify Thee!
Son, Father, and Spi.rit all centred in
One'
o loving: beloved, ye eternal blest Three;
Rer sufferings are ended, her glory begun !
And now through the future, so boundless
and vast,
With glorified comrades her hours to
employ,
The sorrows of time, like a dream that is
past,
Are lost in the blaze of eternity's joy.
Rer crown'at Thy feet, 0 crucified Lamb,
She casts with a thrill of seraphic delight;
Creator, Redeemer, I am that 1 am,
Arrayed in the splendour of glory and
light.

o

holy, 0 hallowed, sweet Bridegroom,
Priest, King,
Thy river of rapture that waters my soul,
Still tokens of love let it graciously bl'ing,
Till I, too, a 'Victor am crowned at the
goal!
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PRAYER FOR THE PROTESTANT CHURCH.
[The following truthful and important letter appeared in The Rock fo!, April 16th. WfJ
trust the suggestion for special prayer meetings at this very critical juncture, as respects,
not merely the Church, but the nation at large, may he widely adopted. Our cry is,
" Lord, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness." "Is there anything too hard for
the Lord?"-ED.]

SIR,-To eyery thoughtful mind, the great crisis through which this
nation is passing must appear one of no ordinary character; and surely,
whatever difference of opinion may exist in men's minds as to the subject
of a State religion, there can' be but one impression as to the proposition
to take so large a sum as about seven millions of Protestant money for
the purpose of weakening Protestantism, and endowing a religion the
avowed principles of which are in direct antagonism to the ,Vord of God,
and to all those glorious truths so precious to the family of God-truths
especially dear, as sealed by the blood of our martyred forefathers. It is
not my intention, nevertheless, to dwell further upon the historical fact,
painfully as I feel our position nationally in God's sight, and much as I
mourn the blind infatuation of so many of whom I could have hoped
better things. My one desire in addressing you is to say, I should rejoice
if the pTaying people of God i.n this hitherto highly-favoured realm were
led to take the weighty cause in hand to that throne of grace where 7'eal
help alone is to be obtained.
Surely it is left on record, for our encouragement, how Abraham
pleaded on behalf of Sodom, and that God assured him that if ten
righteous "ere found therein, the city would have been spared; and
we are, moreover, informed of Hezekiah's success, when Sennacherib was not
allowed to shoot an arrow into the cities of J udah; and when the angel of
the Lord smote a hundred and four score and five thousand Assyrians in one
night. We have, too, illustrations in the case of Mordecai, of Elij ah and of
Daniel, men of like passions with ourselves. And why all this, if no~
to bid the children of God to a Father's throne of grace, t.hat they may
find help in this as well as in every other time of need? And I am
more than sure that if those who constitute the one family of God 'wel'e
united here, and were led to fly to the only place of refuge in this hour of
dire necessity, when we are upon the surface of a heaving volcano, prayer
would prevail. and it should be seen that the Lord is still a wall of' fire
round about His people, and that they are truly blessed who have the
God of J acob for their help; and, assmedly, the enemies would find
that God still, as of old, turns wise men backward, and makes their devices
of none effect-that the wrath of man is made to praise God, and that
men of might lose their hands.
'
We have had three prayer meetings amongst the members of our congregation, and, much as the men of the world may scoff, I believe the
Lord's presence was realized in our midst; the meetings were of a solemn
and quiet character, and it is computed that from 600 to 700 attended each
meeting. We held them in our schoolroom after Sunday evening service.
t trust we may yet again be blessed with similar gatherings; and yOID'
many readers will not, I hope, think me wishing to assume or dictate, if
I state I should be rejoiced if thousands of such prayer meetings were
held at this critical juncture.
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
. Southsea.
JOHN C, MARTIN;
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OR, WHISPERS FROM THE DYING PILLOWS OF Gon's SERVA,~TS.

" Mark the perfeot m,an, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace." -PSALM xxxvii. 37.

A "WISE SON," WHO MADE A "GLAD FATHER."
(Continued from page 267.)

IT is the soul of a I weaned child' only that behaves itself wisely and
quietly before the Lord. But how is mortal man to wean himself from
himself, or from others that are near and dear, when he is without either
will, desire, or power? Well, the Lord can teach him; and if he is
destined to "live," "move," and have his everlasting "being" in Christ,
he will come under the provisions of that prophetic covenant promise,
" All thy children shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the
peace of thy children."
Now, how delightful the thought of being" taught of the Lord!" how
pleasant and desirable to possess this" peace !" Ah, my deal' brother or
sister, easy is the truth to read, but hard to learn. To gain in grace, we
'must lose in nature. To live unto God, we must die to ourselves. To
follow Christ, we must leave our all. 'Tis at a suffering cost only that
the faithful servants of righteousness are made free from sin. Therefore,
beloved reader, if the" truth" is yours, you will have to "buy" it. If
" peace" is with you, there will be the" tribulation" also; and, in proportion as "great is the peace of God's children," so will be their sacrifice and suffering. For each and all the procurements of Christ for His
Church, are imparted only in parallel, though subordinately apportioned
affiiction; whilst to be "taught of the Lord" (which in its essential particular is "to know Him and the power of His resurrection "), we must
have" fellowship with Him in His sufferings," and be made conformable
to Him in His death. And this is crucifixion to all the flesh of man.
Now this is where it seemed to me the Lord had brought my suffering
son J osiah, for he only laid hold of eternal life as he lost his hold of his
.own. And it was truly marvellous to see ho" uIlillo,ed he surveyed his
dying state, and, amidst so much that was distressing for affectionate
.' lookers-on' to behold, for the suffering one to be the least disturbed of
us all. Surely the Lord was here as the purifier of silver and the refiner
of gold; for he that was in the" furnace" repined not at the purging
away of his dross j and, though no man apart from grace ever yet hated
,his own flesh, yet such was his consciousnesss of its worthlessness that he
.looked with calmness and composure upon its destruction. Indeed, my
wise-made son, who had now suffered the loss of all his endearing things,
seemed in no way moved even at the sight of his own life's blood; hence,
'when it,was painful for us to see the 'hremorrhage' that was no" mingled
with his increased expectorations, and I went to put the basin containing
'it aside, he said, "You need not do that, father; I don't mind it, I could
lie and look at it all day long."
Oh! I sometimes stand aghast even at the remembrance of the sickroom revelations: there is such a conflict within at the attempt to understand that which I saw, and weak human nature seems afraid to encounter
even the thought. "What ailed thee, 0 thou sea, that thou fleddest, and
thou, Jordan, that thou wast driven back?" Ah, 'tis the presence of God
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that makes the earth to tremble, but, blessed be His holy name, -He also
maketh the hearts of His tried people to rejoice: for" the rod of the
wicked shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous." Aud it was the
presence of the Lord in our midst that sanctified the occasion to us all, so
that in our " fearfulness and trembling," we were upheld and strengthened;
and it was no small mercy to see how God so manifestly to'ok the bitterness of the "curse," out of the Lazarus-like " evil things ., of this grievous
malady to my son. It seemed" good" indeed for him to "bear the yoke in
his youth ;" and he:did bear it, sustained as he was by grace in the strength
of Ohrist, ang. sufficiency of God. Indeed, this very fact formed tb.e subject of one of our precious bed-room meditations, when we gathered
around his couch with the word of God and prayer. The spirit of David
(which was the Spirit of Ohrist) seemed to enter the heart, emboldening it
to say, "The Lord will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing"and again, in coming boldly to the throne of grace, and more personally
addressing Him who is the" hope of Israel," "Thou wilt make all his bel
in his sickness."
And so the Lord, in His faithfulness and merciful lovingkindness, did,
literally as well as spiritually: for, what from the poor sufferer's restlessness through raging inward fever, and the irritation arising from his·
many outward sores, -the nurse found it impossible to do, the Lord
Himself came and did to perfection; so that amidst all the multiplied
sorrows and affiictions that had overtaken him, his mind was "kept" in
"perfect peace," being" stayed upon the mighty God of Jacob." Thus,
like as becalmed Peter in chains slept soundly between two soldiers in
prison, so our dear bedridden "prisoner of hope" both lay him down
ill peace and slept, the Lord only making him to dwell in safety. Oh, I
often wish I had anticipated the writing of these things concerning him,
then would we have pencilled down SOlUe of his sweet and sensible remarks
upon the solemn and important events that were now passing in review
before us; but the thought never crossed my mind till after he was
removed from us. Well, in taking a review from Pisgah's Mount, I can
truly say, how good, how gracious, and how merciful was the Lord God
of salvation to my suffering, wasting, dying son Josiah. He in His
faithflllness did ind'eed remember "the word" upon which he had
" caused" His youthful servant to "hope "-namely, that He would not
" plead against him with His great power," but" put strength in him. "And I believe it was thro'Jgh being thus strengthened with all might bi
God's Spirit in the inner man, that he became so passively acquiescent in
the decaying of his " outward and earthly; " so that while his flesh resteq
in hope, and his body in peace, in patience he possessed his soul; and in
keeping silence, renewed his strength.
How suitable and well-timed are all the Lord's mercies to His people!
Surely the events of this life are like links in a chain; they all hang and
work together, and, as His children's good is best promoted by that which
secures to Himself the glory, He always acteth from Himself in wisdom
and love, without con&ulting their wishes, or the feelings of corruptible
human nature. Especially in the "way of judgment," which is the
"path of understanding" to God's people, He taketh counsel and instruction of none. All that God works among the children of men is
wrought for His own great name's sake. And thus I believe this sickness
of my son was precisely similar to that recorded of Lazarus-" not unto
death "-though he, like Lazarus, did die, but "for the glory of God,
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that the Son of God might be glorified thereby." My soul, consider this
in all the Lord's dealings with thee, and ever let the prayer of that
"righteous Man," the Man Ohrist Jesus, be thine, " Father, glorify
thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee." It was the knowledge and
presence of this desire in our hearts, that so quieted the troubled minds of
us all. It set us looking, thinking, hoping, praying. We were intensely
anxious to know and see in what way God would glorify His Son in our
son; and how he would straightway glorify Himself; also how this sickness was" not unto death," as I hope presently to be able to show.
Now, the sick-chamber, and our occasions of spiritual worship therein,
were necessarily limited to those of our household; nevertheless, we were
privileged to have the prayers of many of the saints scattered abroad, and
which, as the heartfelt expression of Ohristian sympathy and love, we
highly prized. Indeed, we incline to the belief that much of our serenity
and soul-profiit may be attributed to the Lord's gracious answers thereto.
For when real prayer is offered up in the Lord's name, and for the
Lord's sake, and for the people of God, because they ar~ the L01'Cl's, we are
warranted to believe that, as He hath the pre-eminence in the supplications,' so, by hearing the petition and granting the desire, He will
acknowledge and confirm the honour.
But it was our mercy to be enabled, to say of the poor sufferer also,
t, Behold, he prayeth."
Por God had sent forth the" Spirit of His Son,"
into the heart of our Josiah, whereby he cried, "Abba, Pather." And
this holy parental name he not only acknowledged in praying for the
greater blessings that are spiritual and heavenly, but also for the lesser,
even the earthly and temporal.
Thus for the" bread," the" fish," and the" egg," he gave himself
unto prayer; and, though he was now so weakened and reduced that he
could no longer take any solid food, yet so sensible was he of the goodness of God even in his now daily diminished supplies, that, if only a
spoonful of anything was put to his mouth, he would gently press back
the hand that presented it, that he might first ask the Lord's blessing
upon it. And this was no hurried or formal act with him, but a solemn
and important exercise; indeed, when I have thus waited upon him, and,
through pressure of business, been scarcely able to spare the time, my
wicked heart has said within me, " What a while you are, my boy." But
oh, there is a world of importance even in the little things of life j and, if
we are wise towards God, we shall not lightly pass them by. One spoonful of food for a meal! is that small quantity worth a long and solemn
prayer? Yes, indeed it is, in the prospect of death and eternity j considering also the great and: infinite condescension of the Giver, and the
utter unworthiness of the receiver. There is nothing small or insignificant
in the daily mercies of our God. All things bespeak His Almighty care
of us, and His covenant faithfulness and lovingkindness toward us;
and what we esteem not much when in health, He may teach us to highly
prize in sickness. Our acts of solemn worship, then, will not be done
in a hurry.
(To be continued.)

Upright souls are always more humble and prayerful by every false
step they make, and see greater power in Olu..ist, and the glorious
operations of His grace in restoring and renewing them.
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l1ay meetings this year seem to have been very successful, notwithding unfavoumble weather. At the meeting of the Ohurch Missionary
'-' 'ety it "l\as stated that the ordinary income of the society for the past
year "as £ 155, 194, being a larger amount than it has ever received, and
~1,19 more than the ordinary income of last year.
The expenditure
_1;;2 39 leaving a balance in hand of £2,796 (together with £506,
e ne surpl . of last year). For special objects the society received
"'::~.135. The local funds raised in the missions, and expended there upon
'0
0
the society, independently of the general fund, are not
ement, The committee express much thankfulness to
r
' satisfactory result, as in consequence of several
uenCes the financial prospects of the society were very
<:>
y
one period of the year. The annual record of missionary work
"- aL"O ,ery encouraging; especially in Africa, India, and Ohina con'derable success has been granted, converts have been multiplied, the
na 've ministry has been largely increased, and the divine blessing mani'tly has accompanied the missionaries' efforts. During the past year,
00, the society has been enabled to withdraw from 77 stations, containing
10 native clergy, 4,356 communicants, and 12,866 scholars, leaving them
in charge chiefly of the parochial establishments in the West Indies, and
of the native church in Sierra Leone.
.
The Wesleyan Missionary Society reports its home receipts to have been
£109,661, and from foreign sources £36,387, making a total of £146,048.
The expenditure has been £146,071, The mission work abroad~including
Ohina, India, Oeylon, Mrica, America, and Australia-has gone on during
the year in a most satisfactory manner, while the home mission has been
equally satisfactory. The contributions to the Jubilee Fund, now dosed.,
amount to £179,000.
The anniversary of the British and Foreign Bible Society was more than
usually interesting, inasmuch as its new building has just been completed. Three years ago the first stone of that building was laid by the
Prince of Wales, and now it is finished, anll has been opened by an inaugural service in St, Paul's Oathedral, the sermon bei~g preached by
the Archbishop of Oanterbury, It was stated that no loss of life had
occurred during the erection of the building, and that the sum of money
originally.mentioned for it had not been exceeded, a circumstance seldom
known in buildings of such magnitude; also that the cost had been met
(with the exception of a debt still remaining of about £500) entirely by
extra contributions, no part of the general funds of the society being
ouched for the purpose. The total receipts were £187,952, being an
increase of £8,234 on those of the preceding year. The expenditure was
£187,537; and the issues for the year were 2,140,620. The report con. s many interesting details of the Society's work, particularly with
ard to Syria. It states that." in 18!)5 a large edition of Bibles and
e-=ents was printed at Madrid; but circulation was afterwards
sed, and the only concession which could be obtained was permission
, draw the books from the country. They were conveyed to Bayonne,
they were kept up to last autumn to be ready for any possible
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opening in the futme. As soon as the revolutiou of last September had
occurred, the committee opened a correspondence -with friends in Spain,
and at once set about replenishing their stock of
ipture in the Spanish
language. A communication was addressed to General Prim, "ho, while
in exile in this country, had often declared tha if he e,er rose to po"er in
Spain the Bible should be free. His reply "as favourable, but difficulties
aTose which occasioned anxiety. In the meantime Mr. Cury, Chaplain of
the Prussian Embassy at Madrid, was appointed chief agent of the society
in Spain, and at once entered heartily into the work. He was authorized
to take suitable premises in Madrid, and he acted upon the instructions he
received with promptitude, energy, and judgment. He traversed the
entire Peninsula, visited every chief centre of population, and secured
facilities for the development of the "ork, both in reference 'to the establishment of permanent depots and in reference to colportage, which had
proved very advantageous. Having been supplied with numerous copies
of the Scriptmes, he opened a depot at Madrid, set some colportems at
work, and provided, as far as possible, for the wants of the numerous
dep6ts scattered over the country.
ome Christian correspondents in
Spain suggested to the committee that a scheme should be originated for
providing one million Gospels at a small price, or for gratuitous circulation. The committee have adopted the suggestion and appealed to the
friends ofthe society in this kingdom for funds for tha special object.
The printing operations in which the socieL is now engaged on account
of Spain are very large and costl b the committee has had no hesitation as to the comse of duty. A door had been opened that might be
suddenly closed, and they feel bound to seize the opportunity. .The
editions in progress at Madrid include 200,000 Gospels, and 40,000
other books, 10,000 Bibles of large .size, 25,000 of smaller size;
and 10,000 in duodecimo, and 25,000 copies of the New Testament.
Altogether there are 310,000 copies of Scriptmes in preparation in the
Spanish capital, all the editions being in conformity with the text
adopted by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. A portion
of the special edition of the Spanish Gospels before referred to is being
rapidly dispersed. At Madrid the use of two kiosks has been secmed for
the sale of the separate Gospels. DepOts are established at SeTIlle, Cadiz,
Barcelona, Malaga, Granada, and in about sixty of the principal to"ns."
An interesting fact was also mentioned at the annual meeting by the
Archbishop of York. He said, ' The little book "hich I hold in m, hand
is a copy of the ew Testament, bu on the title-page i "Wri en' Vol.
1,000.' The rea..."On of that is tha there is a great publisher in Germany
who has printed for the use of Encrlish people living abroad, and for the
use of the Americans almo all the English classics, and "hen he had
come to the 999th ,olume of his gres series he said to him.elf 'I "ill
present to the English peo e, in gra 'tude for the patronage they have
given to me, the presen tha - e: lo,e the most: I "Will gi,e them a copy
of the New Testament printed wi the utmost care, and sold at a price
which cannot remunerate me.' 13 the point of my or:' his, that the
book which was published wo or three months ago has been so much
appreciated on account of one peculiar feature in i tha the English public, instead of receiving it as a presen. ha,e aid for i as a matter of business. The book, instead of selling 000 or 10000 has sold now some
30,000 copies, and the -publisher, in spi e of himself, has found himself
enriched thereby. And what does this mean? Why, it means that there

-

323

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

is an almost passionate avidity among our" people to read and study the
Word of God. The peculiar feature in this volume is that besides the
actual text of the New Testament there are two or three lines at the foot
of the page, which show the variations of the three greatest manuscripts
ever discovered. You may perhaps wish that there was no such thing as
a variation talked of, but no volume will do more than this will do to coniirm our confidence in the text of the New Testament as we have it,
because, although there are variations, yet we have, on the one hand,
manuscript authority for the New Testament such as exists in no other
ancient work whatever, and because, on the other hand, these variations,
such as they are, affect no doctrine, but leave the substance of the blessed
New Testament to us entirely intact."
"
The Religious Tract Society has published, during the year, above 200
new tracts and books, together with the five periodicals, comprising, with
the reprints of former issues, over 850,000,000 pages. The number of
publications issued from the depository during the past year has exceeded
4 0, 000, 000. If to these be added the probable issues in foreign countries,
the number will exceeJ 47,000,000; and the proximate circulation from the
formation of the society will be 1,286,000,000. The society's total receipts, including the balance of last year, were £ 119, 170 Os. 6d., of which
£ 10,488 10s. lId. were subscriptions, and other free contributions; and
£4,818 9s. 9d. were legacies. The total expenditure was £ 112,611 3s. 2d. ;
£3,500 have been temporarily invested; and a balance remains in the
treasurer's hands of £3,058 17s. 4d. " The report states that in France the
opportunity for tract distribution has been greatly facilitated; for whereas
some time since it was scarcely possible or lawful to give away a tract,
now it is a common occurrence, the police themselves taking the-m and
reading them. The chairman of the meeting (Lord Shaftesbury) said
that" the fact that the number of pUblications issued during the past
year had exceeded forty millions spoke volumes; and this would act as a
counter-balance to the fearful amount of demoralizing penny literature
which was issued from the press week by week. This cheap literature
took a very different form to that which it did when he (the noble Earl)
was a young man. At that time it was so obscene and so vulgar, that,
after looking at it, it was thrown away with disgust; but now Satan had
come in the form of an angel of light. The cheap literature of the present
day was got up exceedingly well and cheap. The engravings, in some cases,
would not do injustice to some of the great masters; three or four of
those engravings appeared weekly, and the periodicals circulated by tens
of thousands, and even by hundreds of thousands. He would not mention
the name of a certain periodical which made heroes of every criminal;
there was not a crime committed in any shape or form but this production
took note of it, and made the perpetrators of these deeds of darkness and
violence very heroes. The inftuence of this dreadfUl state of things might
not be felt now, but it would crop up in seven or eight years, and the
worst feature in it was that it could not be touched by the law. Not all
the wisdom of both Houses of Parliament could devise means to stop it,
because it was done in such an insidious manner as to evade all law. But
to counteract this the Religious Tract Society had done great things.
Hand in hand with the British and Foreign Bible Society, there was
nothingtsuperior to counteract the~evils of the day."
"
The Church Pastoral tAid Society and the Irish Church Mission still
pursue their important work, the former with an~income of £51,845, emII II
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ploying 729 clergymen and lay assistants in populous parishes; and th~
latter with an income of £24,445, expended in preaching the Gospel by
thirty-one Missionaries in thirty-nine Mission churches and licensed schoolrooms, as well as in the support of 127 day and Sunday-schools, and in
the distribution of an immense number of leaflets and handbills (embodying Scriptural truths) in the Mission districts of Ireland.
One particularly interesting fact connected with the recent meetings was
that at one of them (on behalf of ChJ:istian Missions in Egypt), the
chair was taken by the former king of the Punjaub,-the lord of Northern
India-His HighJ;less the Maharajah Duleep Singh. His opening speech
was brief, but well worthy of notice: he said, "It is with the greatest
diffidence that I have ventured to accept the honour of being your chairman, and my excuse is, that I earnestly desire to help forward the great
cause for which we are assembled to-day. It is now about nine years
since, by God's grace, I, a heathen, was brought out of darkness into the
knowledge of our Saviour Jesus Christ; and since my conversion, each
year as it has passed, I have attached more and more value to God's
inestimable gift to sinneri'. Must I not then earnestly desire and pray
that. the souls of others may be deliver€'d from the state of darkness in
which I once was? It is because I have witnessed the great work for the
salvation of souls ~ow being carried on in Egypt, and can myself testify
to the true Christian character and conduct of the missionaries there, to
their unremitting labours, their self-denial, and their zeal, that I amhere
to advocate the cause, .and to commend to your support the American
missions in Egypt."
A debate has recently taken place in the Spanish Corte!'!, which was of
a very remarkable character. It was on the question of religious equality
and liberty. Senor Manterola, a Ro~an Catholic canon of Vittoria,
made a powerful, but very -anti-Protestant speech. He affirmed that
"religious equality and liberty of thought" was "an absurdity"(!)
"What blasphemy! " he exclaimed, "what a satanic idea "(!) He stated
that the fearful cruelties perpetrated by the Romish Church in Spain had
not been done by her, but by the civil power. And he declared that the
recognition of the Catholic religion as the only true one "as" the sole
base of all moral and social order," predicting that on that fatal day
"when she has the misfortune to launch herself into the unnatural arms of
freedom of worship, the Spain of the memories of the past, the Spain of
the ancient glories, will have died." But his speech found little favour with
the Cortes; and it was splendidly replied to by the great Republican
orator, Senor Castelar. One by one Castelar demolished the arguments of
the canon. He charged the Roman Catholic Church and its intolerance
as having been the cause of the backward· position of Spain in progress
of every description. The assertion that the Roman Catholic Church
never dealt in persecutions, never killed the heretics, but that the
civil power did, he characterized as childish, and equivalent to the
assassin saying he did not kill his victim, but his dagger did. The
Inquisition had been the dagger of the Church. lIe exposed the souldegrading character of the tyranny which Rome claims to exercise
over the minds and the bodies of men, and, replying to the taunt of the
ecclesiastic, that, although he had been" at" Rome, he had never been
" in" Rome, in the sense of catching the spirit of its system of polity, he
said: "Yes, I have seen Rome; I have visited its ruins; I have contemplated its three hundred domes. I have· admired the gigantic Sibyl!>

-

---~

-

-----

TIlE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

325

of Michael Angelo which seem to launch eternal maledictions. I have
seen the sun penetrate into the basilica of St. Peter's. I have sought
ill those an atom of religious faith-,-I have only encountered deceit and
doubt. Yes, I have been in Rome, and I have seen, in the' Sala Regia,'
painted by Vasari, a fresco of the emissaries of the King of France, who sent
to the Pope the head of Coligny. I have seen the apotheosis of the great
ecclesiastical glories of the executioners-the assassins of the night of St..
Bartholomew." This speech is said to have given a blow to the power of
the priests in Spain which they will never get over. It electrified the
House to ~uch an extent that when the orator resumed his seat, almost
the whole of the deputies on both sides crowded round him, embracing him, patting him, shaking his hands, and even kissing him.
Ministers, majurit.y, and even the President Rivero, were quite as enthusiaEtic in these expressions of approval as the Republican~. The excitement has spread all over the country. It is also a singular coincidence
that just at the time at which this discussion was being carried on, a
fearful discovery was made at Madrid. \Vhile levelling the ground for
the new square of the Dos de Mayo, the labourers hit upon the vestiges of
the old Quemadero de la Crus, the place where the bodies of heretics and
other public enemies by hundreds were burnt in olden times by the tribunals of the Inquisition. Layers of black dust, with remnants of bones
and other I'elics, turned up at every stroke of the spade, and the whole
scroll at' that darkest record in human history stood unfolded and broadly
revealed before the astonished gaze of the present generation. People
repaired to the spot as in a pilgrimage, and the grim Quemadero, with
its ghastly" diggings," became the theme of the world's talk. Senor
Echegaray, a young man of genius, whose voice has just been heard for
the first time in the Chamber, took hold of the fearful topic, and dwelt
upon it with extraordinary vividness and minuteness. "Go," he said, "to
.the Calle Ancha de Sao Barnardo, turn to the right, and there, near the
statue of Daoiz and Velarde, you will see the Quemadura of the Cross.
I could have wi.shed that these discussions should have taken place over
that horrible spot, so that those who defend religious unity might see it.
The Quemadura of the Cross is a grand geological cutting. Nature is a
grand book, and it opens its pages to us in the geological strata. The
Quemadura is a grand book, and it opens its pages to us in the strata of
calcined human bones, earth, coal, then earth, bones, coal again, and so
on. Not many days since I saw a boy tuming over that rubbish with. a
stick, and he drew from it three grand discourses in defence of religious
liberty, three objects of great eloquence-they were a piece of oxidized
iron, a human rib almost all calcined, and a plait of hair, burnt at one of
its extremities." In this strain the young orator procf\eded and carried
the sympathies of the assembly with him in his vehement protestations in
favour of religious freedom.
The Irish Church Bill has passed through Committee in the House of
Commons, and is ahout to be laid before the House of Lords. It has
undergone no material changes; certainly no change for the better, but
rather some slight changes for the worse. It is, in fact, more unjust,
more severe, than it was at first. As a writer in the Quarterly Review has
pointed out,-notwithstanding Mr. Gladstone's distinct assurance last year
that his course, and the course of his colleagues, should be to "respect
every vested interest, every proprietary right, every legitimate claim, and,
in every case of doubt that may arise, honestly to endeavour to atrikethe

326

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

balance in favour of the other party, and against ourselves i" yet in the
Bill as actually framed, in every case of doubt a decision has been strained
against the Ohurch. And so pitilessly severe are its provisions, that its
advocates found it impossible to make any professions of generosity.
"The Bill is sweeping and severe," said Mr. Ohichester Fortescue, "and
it would be weakness and folly if it were anything else." And Mr. Lowe
observed, "There is no pretence for saying that we have been generous,
as I cannot understand people being generous with other folk's money."
On the clause respecting Maynooth, where a considerable split was expected in the .camp of Mr. Gladstone's followers, considerable discussion
occurred, and Mr. Gladstone was repeatedly reminded that at the elections
the country had distinctly understood that no part of the revenues of the
Irish Ohurch should be given to the support of that institution; but even~
tually the clause was passed by a large majority. Oonsequently, if this bill
passes into law, the Roman Oatholic Oollege of Maynooth will (as it was
too justly feared) be really and permanently endowed out of property
stolen from the Protestant Ohurch! Well was it observed by a Scotch
Presbyterian member, Sir J. Elphinstone, that" had it not been believed,
especially by the Scotch members, from the whole tenour of the speeches
made by members of the present government, that not a single farthing
was going to Popish purposes, the Government would never have obtained
the majority they had obtained. If the designs of the Government had
been known, the Government would never have existed. He would say
to the Scotch members opposite, that by their conduct they were flying in
the face of every tradition of their forefathers. He was a Presbyterian,
and he considered that whatever grant was made from this'Protestant
fund should be made to Protestant sects, Presbyterian or not, and he
would support all who opposed sp'oliation and robbery." The injustice
also with regard to the difference in the compensation awarded to the professors of Mayno::>th and the Protestant clergy (which we pointed out in
our April number) is still perpetuated in the Bill as it at present
stands; and the arbitrary date of 1660 for private endowments is still
adhered to, thus confiscating all the private gifts (including the noble one
of Archbishop Bramhall, said to be now worth £400,000) bestowed on
the Ohurch previous to that date. What is this but wholesale robbery?
May we not expect that the Divine displeasure will be shown towards so
unjust a measure as this? It is already, WEl think, being so. See the
fruits which it is now producing. Instead of pacifying Ireland, as it was
said it would do, it has disquieted it from end to end. A riot at Londonderry, during Prince Arthur's visit, at which two persons were killed, and
for which the city had to be proclaimed i several additional murders i
seditious language publicly used by the Mayor of Oork, of such a nature
that even the Government was compelled to take notice of it, and to bring
in a special bill upon the subject; together with general depression of
spirit, and universal depreciation of property;-such are some of the
untoward results of this unjust and revolutionary scheme. The Times
newspaper even confesses that "an extraordinary alarm has possessed
Irish landowners and tenants of the better class;" and this, it says, "is a
very grave evil." And a Liberal nobleman, Lord Westbury, stated in the
House of Lords: "The agitation began with the introduction of the
Suspensory Bill. Men of property in Ireland knew not upon what conditions they were to hold in future. The alarm increased-increased to
an .enormous extent--owing to the speeches made on the hustings by
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g-entlemen who have since become members of Her Majesty's Government.
The alarm has reached its acme by reason of provisions in the Irish
Church Bill and the discussions which have attended that measure." The
value, too, which the Roman Catholics put upon it is manifest
by a remarkable article just published in one of their chief
papers, the Westminster Gazette. It says, "The disposition to do justice
to Ireland on the part of the people of England is shown in the manner
in which the Irish Church Bill is being carried. But will the abolition
only of Protestant ascendancy satisfy the people of Ireland? It is
already but too evident that it will not. Its highest value is that it is an
indication and pledge of a radical change in the policy of England
towards Ireland. The legitimate object at once capable of satisfying
Irish national feeling and possible of attainment is the Repeal of the
Union, as advocated by O'Connell and supported by the bishops and
priests of Ireland. Now that the Irish Church is on the point of being
abolished, the great obstacle in the way of Repeal is removed." The writer
then goes on to show what is the still further aim and hope of his party,
viz., to have 'an Irish Parliament wherein should be " a lower house
elected- by manhood or universal suffrage, and a house of peers, in which
the bishops of the National Church should be entitled to sit." This, he says,
" might do much to satisfy national aspirations as well as to pass laws
regulating the tenure of land and settling the great and vital question of
national education in accordance with the wishes and principles, not of a
dominant faction, but of the nation. The Times admits that although
after the passing of the Roman Catholic Emancipation Act of 183o-from
which so much was expected by its promoters-a favourable change
seems to have taken place for a few years in the condition of Ireland, yet
that this favourable change was not permanent; and the succeeding ten
years, beginning with 1840, are perhaps the darkest in the modern
history of Ireland." We shall be very much mistaken if a similar
admission will not have to be made in the future, should this unrighteous
bill pass into law. We doubt very much whether it would be followed
by even a temporary improvement in the state of Ireland; but, however
that might be, we have no doubt whatever that the future of Ireland
would be eventually dark in the extreme. We have hope, however, even
in the very manner in which this measure has been driven through the
-House of Oommons; for, had it been met there in a just and conciliatory
spirit, it would in all probability have been so considerably modified as to
have met with little opposition in the House of Lords; but in its present
form it is so palpably dishonest and impolitic, that there is every reasonable expectation that the lords will either immediately reject it altogether, or throw it on one side until fresh developments of the govern-ment's policy towards Ireland are made, by which time the whole aspect
of things may be completely altered, and the House of Commons may be
more disposed to listen to reason.

The falls of real believers become occasions to them of deeper humility
-more simple dependence on the Saviour-more ardent love-admiring
gratitude-more compassion for their fellow-sinners-more fitness for
many kinds of service on earth, and greater meetness for the occupation
of the saints in glory.
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!\tbielus llnh ltcrtttfS uf ~crohs.
The Religious 1'endencies 01 the Times; or, How to deal with the Deadly
Errors and Dangerous Delusions of the nay. By JAMES GRANT, Author
of" God is Love," "Our Heavenly Home," &c. "Second and Ooncluding volume. London: William Macintosh.
The first ~olume of this work having created a great sensation, and
met with so rapid a sale, that in a few months a second edition consisting
of a secol!d thousand copies has been published, Mr. Grant has been
called to complete his task -at the earliest possible period by the publication of his second and concluding volume-which is now before us. He
states in his preface to this second volume, that not one single charge
of the many grave charges which he has preferred in his first against
particular individuals of entertaining God-dishonouring and soul-destroying errors has been disproved,-nor, indeed, even denied. And
he refers with evident gratification to the other fact-that not one of his
arguments has been answered in relation to that most momentous question,-the question ofthe duration of future punishments. He holds, therefore, that the awful doctrine of the eterni y of misery in the world to
come is placed beyond doubt. On this solemn subject he has published
his correspondence with the Rev. Samuel Minton, the Rev. Dr. Leask,
the Very l{ev. Dean Olose, the Rev. Andrew Jukes, and the Rev. T. R.
Birks. This correspondence forms a great part-extending to upwards of
130 pages of the volume. The doctrine of the Immortality ot the Soul
comes next,-the denial of the'immortality of the souls of the wicked
being on~ of the great and growing errors of the day. The astounding
and most pernicious opinions of Baron Bunsen are next enunciated and
answered., So, in the chapter which follows, are those of the Rev. T. R.
Birks, the son-in-law of the late Rev. Edward Bickersteth,' relative to
future punishments. Mr. Birks believes that the punishment of the lost
will be everlasting; but, while believing that it will be of endless duration,
he is no less fully persuaded that there will be so many qualifying
circumstances connected with it, that it will in reality be, compared with
the general views on the subject, hardly any punishment at all. Mr.
Grant meets Mr. Birks' extraordinary views-fiO extraordinary that it
may be doubted whether another person could be named who shares
them-at great length. "Prevalent Practical Errors," is a subject to
which a chapter is devoted, Mr. Grant feeling that some of this class of
Errors are most dangerous, though largely, indeed, generally, overlooked.
But the subject to which Mr. Grant devotes the greatest space in this new
and concluding volume of "The Religious Tendencies of the Times," is
the History and Heresies of the Plymouth Brethren. He states in his
preface that he has been at great pains to make himself thoroughly'
acquainted alike with their history and their heresies, the latter being
numerous and vitally at variance, in several instances, with the doctrines
of the Gospel. Mr. Grant points out copiously and explicitly the pernicious effects of Plymouth Brethren principles in family and social circles,
wherever they obtain a footing., Some of the illustrations of this fact
which Mr. Grant has given in the volume before us will startle those who
are not acquainted with Plymouth Brethrenism.
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But, instead of endeavouring to give an analysis of this second and concluding volume of Mr. Grant's work on "The Religious Tendencies of the
Times," we deem it better, as we have done on several former occasions
in reviewing his works, to present OUl; readers with the preface to the
volume, of which it will furnish our readers with a good idea.
"In bringing before the public," Mr. Grant says, "my second and
concluding volume of 'The Religious Tendencies of the Times,' my first
duty is to express my grateful appreciation of the gratifyiIig reception
which the first volume has met with. In saying this, I do not so much
refer to the fact of an edition of a thousand copies having been exhausted
in a few months, as to the way in which it has been received by the
religious public. It is to me a pleasant thing to be able to say, that not
one of the many grave statements which I have preferred of deadly error
beiIig entertained by many of our leading divines, has been disproved,nor indeed even specifically denied. The second edition, therefore, is now
in the hands of the public, without any alteration whatever in its contents.
" It is also a remarkable fact, that, as none of the more serious charges of
fatal errors which I have preferred against particular parties have been
denied, much less disproved, so, in no instance, with a single exception,
has an attempt been made to answer my arguments in favour of eternal
punishments. The 'only exception was in the case of the Spectator. Its
answer was brief~ but it is evident that it thought it a conclusive answer.
It is in substance this: Mr. Grant maintains that only a portion of the
human race will be saved. 'l.'he Apostle Paul says, that the whole of mankind will be saved. ' All Israel,' he says, 'will be saved.' A sentence
or two will dispose of this argument in favour of Universalism. Even
fiupposing that all Israel were destined to be saved, that would not prove
the salvation of the entire human family. Israel, or the Jews, have
never formed even a three-hundredth part of the race. But it would have
been well for the SpectatOi.' if it had remembered that the same Apostle,
speaking in relation to the same Jews, says that only 'a remnant shall
be saved.'
"With regard to what I have said in my previous volume, in relation
to the astounding rapidity with which the docn:ines of Universalism and
Annihilation are spreading, proofs are accumulating every day. The Rev.
Mr. Minton states in a leaflet which he has circulated in thousands, that
he has received a great number of letters from clergymen of the Ohurch
of England, stating that they fully share his views in opposition to the
doctrine of eternal misery; while with respect to the professedly evangelical Oongl:egationalists, I have just learnt that at .a comparatively
recent period, it was proposed at a meeting of the members of the Oongregational Union, that a minister who has for years been perhaps the
most ultra of all the opponents of the doctrine of eternal punishments,
should be admitted into that body. He was elected. But by what
majority, it may be asked? By no less a majority than about a hundred
to one! It is believed that there were no fewer than four hundred present, and only four persons were found to be opposed to his election.
"Mr. Joshua Wilson, who, next to Mr. Morley, M.P., is the man of
most note among the Oongregationalists, has lately published an appendix
to a third edition of his little work, entitled, 'The Power of the Pulpit.'
In this appendix Mr. Wilson expresses his concurrence in part of what I
have said respecting the progress which the belief in the non-eternity of
punishmei:l,ts in the world to;come is making in the Congregational body,
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to which he belongs; but he thinks, or rather, perhaps, I should say,
hopes, that matters are not so bad as I represent them to be.
"But before I make any observations on what lIfr. Wilson says, it is,
due to him to give his own words. Mter quoting both from the preface
and the body of my first volume, that gentleman proceeds to say: 'Mr.
Grant, I admit, is correct in reference to the "Religious Tendencies ofthe
Times," but I must avow my own conviction, that although his representations as to the holding and preaching by Congregational ministers of
Rationalistic opinions on the great fundamental doctrines of Christianity
may to a very limited extent be correct, those opinions are not held by the
maJority of 6ur ministers, or preached in most of our pulpit8. On the contrary, I believe that those who are justly amenable to the charge are a
very small minority; but erroneous opinions, like leaven, once admitted,
are apt to diffuse themselves through a religious community. With
respect to the non-eternity of future punishment, there are, I believe,
few, if any, Nonconformist pulpits in which it is" dogmatically preached,"
although it may be held as an opinion by some Nonconformist ministers.'
"Mr. Joshua Wilson miRconceives, on some essential points, my most
important statements. I still adhere with all confidence to what I have
said in my previous volume, with respect to the extent to which the Congregatiollalists hold Rationalistic opinions, and also to the extent to which
they do not believe in the eternity of future punishments. But I did not
say that they' dogmatically preached' these semi-infidel opinions. On th.e
contrary, it was with me a great aggravation of their grave culpability, that
they do not' preach dogmatically,' nor, indeed, preach at all, the contrary opinions, though nominally professing to entertain them. I charged
them, too, and renew the charge more emphatically than before, with
practising dishonesty of the, worst kind, because the matter is one which
involves the salvation of souls, in concealing their Universalist or Annihilationist views,-of which, since the publication of my firlSt volume,
we have had a most painful proof in the case of the Rev. Dr. Leask.
"Within a few weeks of this expression of Mr. Joshua Wilson's opinion
or hope, there comes a statement, never contradicted, from the Pall Mall
Gazette, to the effect that the question of eternal punishments is hereafter
to~be made an open question in the Congregational body. And the statement is accompanied by the announcement, that the most magnificent Congregational chapel in the country had been opened at Halifax the previous
week, and that in the trust-deed of that chapel the minister was to be
allowed either to preach or not to preach, just as he pleased, the doctrine
~f eternal misery in a future state, as the doom of those dying in their
-SillS.

"What a change on this point has come o'er the spirit of Congregationalism within the last twenty years! Any Congregationalist proved
not to believe in the eternity of future punishments would then have been at
once excommunicated. Of course, the Pall Mall Gazette, with its views of
religion, exults in the fact that the eternity of future punishments is henceforth to be an open question among the Congregationalists. This, surely,
will satisfy Mr. Wilson that he is grievously mistaken, when he expresses
his conviction that the doctrine of the non-eternity of future punishments
is only held by a few, of the ministers in the Nonconformist denomination.
It is due to him to say, that towards the end of his 'Appendix' he makes
the admission that 'a latitudinarian spirit is rapidly spreading among
Nonconformists.' He says: 'lam very- apprehensive that unless some
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strenuous effort be speedily made to repel, if nQt the incursions of error,
at least the spread of a latitudinarian spirit, in respect both to doctrine
and discipline, we shall ere long be deprived of all that has hitherto
constituted both our glory and our defence.' This is an important admission from Mr. Joshua Wilson, a gentleman who, as I have said,
occupies, with the single exception of Mr. Samuel Morley, a higher
position among the Oongregational body than anyone else belonging
to it.
" The first portion of the present volume is devoted to a correspondence
which I have had in relation to my first volume with the Rev. Samuel
Minton, the'Rev.Dr. Leask, the Dean of Oarlisle, the Rev. Andrew
Jukes, and the Rev. T. R. Birks.
"With regard to my correspondence with Mr. Minton, I feel assured
that no one who has read my former volume will hesitate to admit that
he has not answered a single one of my arguments in opposition to the
views on eternal misery which he has advocated in his work, 'The
Glory of Christ in the Oreation and Reconciliation of all Things.'
"I regret to learn that, notwithstanding the vehemence with which
the doctrine of everlasting punishments is denounced by him, as 'horrible,'
'monstrous,' 'revolting,' and sC! forth, he still continues to make a practical profession of His faith in it, by reading that part of the Litany in
which the prayer occurs, that God would be pleased to deliver those using
the prayer from everlasting damnation. The prayer stands thus-' From
Thy wrath and everlasting damnation, good Lord, deliver us,'-the latter
four words of response being said by all the congregation. To me there
is something inexpressibly awful in the fact that any man holding up,
both in the pulpit and through the press, the doctrine of eternal punishments as one which is absolutely frightful, and deeply dishonourable to
God, could bring himself to proclaim publicly, Sunday after Sunday, his
belief in that 'dreadful doctrine,' by praying himself, and asking his
people to pray for deliverance from' everlasting damnation.'
"With regard to my correspondence with Dr. Leask, it is calculated
,to inspire mingled emotions,-emotions of sorrow and emotions of joy.
It is truly lamentable to think that a minister of the Gospel should, for
more than a quarter of a century, have been statedly preaching, and
often publishing books on evangelical subjects, and yet, during all that
long period, have so carefully concealed the fact that he did· not believe
in eternal punishments, that not even his most intimate friends ever for
a moment suspected that he did not unreservedly believe in the everlasting misery of the lost,-which he solemnly declared he did at the
time of his ordination. But one's sorrow at this fearful dishonesty, for
more than twenty years, is, to my mind, much diminished by the fact,
that I have, as will be seen from the correspondence between us, effectually.torn the mask from off Dr. Leask's face, and that he now stands
before the religious world in his true colours. He not only openly avows
himself an Annihilationist, but has converted the Rainbow-a monthly
magazine established for the sole purpose of advocating Millenarianisminto the organ of .Annihilation ; and Annihilation, too, in its most
revolting form, namely, that those who perish in their sins, will, for an
indefinite period, it may be for millions on millions of years, be subjected
. to most terrible torments in a future state, and then be annihilated for
ever.
. "To the advocacy of this frightful doctrine Dr. Leask is hereafter
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mainly to devote the Rainbow. It is much to be regretted that some one
who has the requisite talents and leisure to conduct such a periodical
does not forthwith establish a sixpenny monthly magazine, expressly for
dealing with 'The Deadly Errors of the Day.' Were it not that my
professional duties are of so onerous and unremitting a nature as to preclude the' possibility of my undertaking such a task, I would willingly do
so. Should, hqwever, anyone else adopt the suggestion I have thus
thrown out, I would gladly give him any assistance in my power. I regard the establishing of such a periodical, whereby to expose and combat
the perniciou§l errors on vital points which are now so prevalent and still
spreading, as one of the most urgent religious necessities of the day.
"In the meantime, it becomes.a serious question for the consideration
of those who hold Millenarian views, and have been subscribers to the
Rainbow, solely on account of its being established as the organ of Millenarianism,-h0w far Millenarianism, and, indeed, thp,mselves individu. ally, are compromised by this sudden avowal of Annihilationism on the
part of Dr. Leask, and his declared intention to make the Rainbow the
medium of propagating Annihilationist views. It was thought by many
persons who were'not so conversant with the facts of the case as myself,
that in mentioning, in the preface to my last volume, that no inconsiderable number of Millenarians disbelieved in the doctrine of eternal
punishments,-I had done injustice to those who hold Millellarian views.
1f some steps are not taken to prevent it, the conviction, now that theil;
recognized organ has been turned into an avowed organ of Annihilationism, will become general,-that there is a closer connexion between
Millenarianism and a disbelief in the non-eternity of future punishments
than any of us ever before suspected. Though I cannot see eye to eye
with the Millenarians on the question of the personal reign of Christ on
earth, it is my nappiness to be on terms of the closest personal friendship
with many of the most eminent men amongst them; and my esteem for
them is so great, that I should indeed be grieved if they, as a body, or
·any large number of them, should suffer injury through this deplorable
step on the part of Dr. Leask.
"To return to other matters connected with the' Religious Tendencies
of the Times.' It is not, to use their own language, in the mere' progress of opinion' that the Nonconformists of the present day are setting
aside all Scriptural authority. There is a want of even outward reverenctl-I might use a stronger word-for the house of God, which painfully
contrasts with the hallowed feelings with which it was formerly regarded.
All sorts of secular meetings are now held in many of our Dis.senting
sanctuaries. I look on the want of reverence for <t house especially built
for, and professedly devoted to, the service of God, as one of the worst
signs of the times. As a natural consequence of this desecration of the
sanctuary, comes the prostitution of the pulpit to secular purposes. This
is already a prevalent evil, and is still rapidly growing. Not long ago I
chanced to hear a sermon in one of the most popular Nonconformist
chapels in the City of London, which not only did not contain one atom
of Christianity in it, to say nothing of evangelical religion, but which
might have been delivered to a congregation of Secularists. Emigration,
the poor laws, colonization, population, and other kindred subjects, were
the sole topics discussed. I could not have conceived a more shocking
desecration of the Sabbath, the sanctuary, or the pulpit, than occurred oil
this occasion. Nor, it is right to add, is this prostitution of the pulpit,
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this violation of the sanctity of the Sabbath, confined to the Nonconformists. We see the same thing in our Ohurches of England. Indeed,
among the Rationalistic or Broad Ohurch party in the Establishment, it
is developing itself into a system. In the months of September and
October last, eight clergymen of' the Ohurch of England delivered a course
of lectures on Sunday evenings in a church in Whitechapel, on purely
political questions, all of which were advertieed in the public journals.
" The same sort of thing, I regret to see, is going on in New York, under
the auspices of the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, the most popular preacher
in America; arid on that account, One who, with his views, which are
rapidly appl<oaching those of the late Theodore Parker, is calculated to do
all the greater mischief. The following paragraph frQm the New York
Independent, professedly an organ of the Evangelical Nonconformists in
the United States, refers to this fact: 'Dr. Willard Parker, of this city,
by request of Mr. Beecher, has consented to deliver a course of Sunday
evening lectures, at the Plymouth Bethel, in Brooklyn, upon anatomy and
physiology. The first lecture was delivered last Sunday evening. Many
people will shake their heads sadly in view of what they will regard as a
violation of the law of the Sabbath; but we believe that the managers of
the Bethel Mission, in view of all the circumstances, will be sustained by
the Ohristian public. "It is lawful.to do well on the Sahbath-day." ,
" And the English Independent, the organ of the Oongregational body in .
this country, quotes this paragraph approvingly,~atleast, if approbation
may be inferred from the absence of a single word in the way of censure.
"Even in Oxford, whose University is traditionally the buttress of
.Christianity, the rankest blasphemy is to be found in association with
Atheism, in its most hideous forms. A weekly journal, only a month ago,
gave the following extract from a work, 'Essays on Robed Browning's
Poems,' by J. Nettlethorp. Spe8.king of Ohrist, this author bursts out
into this blasphemous exclamation, 'And, oh, maddest and sweetest of
dreams, He dreamed that He was the Son of God, and He set Himself to
make the world believe it!' On the subject of prayer, this same writer
pens this piece of unmitigated Atheism: 'This is a quality which, when
it possesses a man, makes him create for himself more or less distinctly
and personally, and in the teeth of his reason"a God to whom he can cry;
and makes, and has made, all existing ideas of God. Further, the spirit
of prayer imperiously desires its possessor to spend his whole force in
doing, or getting something far beyond his reach. It so drives him till
he falls nerveless to the ground, "and then tells him that in the darkness stands a formless thing, a shrouded power, his God in fact, who will
now, or hereafter, do, or get for him, the thing he desires."
"This is bad enough; but what will be thought. of the fact which is
publicly stated in several journals, that a work containing such blended
blasphemy and Atheism should be found exposed publicly for sale on the
counter of the publisher of the University? The paper from which I
quote gives it as a report-and reports of this nature are generally correct-that the work is actually to be met with in the rooms of some of
the Oxford teachers.
"But, probably, of all the melancholy and astounding things which we
see and hear, in relation to the progress of Infidelity and Atheism among
us, there is none which can equal the fact that within the last few months
.an organization has been formed for the systematic teaching of Atheism in
its most revolting forms. One of the instrumentalities to be .employed for
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this purpose is that of Sunday-schools for instructing children in Atheistical principles. 'The Atheists of London,' says a paper published in
Pimlico, 'are now engaged in attempts to imitate or parody the forms of
Christianity. It is not very long ago that, with feelings of revulsion, we
witnessed at Cleveland Hall the reception of an infant into the Atheistic
body. Its mistaken mother publicly placed the child in the arms of the
notorious lecturer, Mr. Bradlaugh, who bestowed upon it his Atheistic
blessing, in some sort of way imitating the forms of Christian baptism.
The journal conducted by the same individual has also recently contained
forms for ceremonies at burials and marriages. The latest movement is
an attempt to establish a Sunday-school, of which we believe that Mr.
Charles Watts, Mr. Bradlaugh's alter ego, is the secretary, and which is to
be opened next Sunday.' .
.
"Nor is this all, frightful though it be. 'Ladies,' it appears, are as
busy in their endeavours to propagate Atheism by organized instrumentalities, as the Atheists of our own sex. It is proposed, it seems, to establish a '.Ladies' Secular Club' -the word' Secular' meaning' Atheistical'
-and the two' ladies' most active in the business are, according to the
London Review, Mrs. Bradlaugh and Miss Emily Faithful.
" Surely these are signs of the times which possess an awful significance. They clearly portend the Mar approach of the period when the
terrible conflict which is pointed to in so many prophetic portions of the
Scriptures will take place. The great practical question will ere long
be, not what form of religion we are to have, but whether we are to have
any form of religion at all-whether we shall recognize the existence of
God, and a future state, or whether we shall not, in imitation of the
French at the time of the Revolution of 1794, openly proclaim in the ears
of all mankind, 'That there is no God, and that death is an eternal sleep.'
" It will be seen tliat I have devoted much of the present volume to a
succession of chapters on 'The Heresies of the Plymouth Brethren.' I
mentioned in my previous volume that I had, in my day, including my
literary works, written fifty-two volumes; and now cannot refrain from
saying that I never, in preparing any work, met with anything approaching the amount of difficulty I experienced in getting at the more important
facts connected with the' History and Heresies of the Plymouth Brethren.'
The difficulty chiefly arose from the perpetually-recurring contradictions
of each other's statements, which I had to encounter, in conjunction with
the flat and frequent contradictions which their leaders made of them.selves, owing to changes in their opinions at various periods of their lives.
I hope, however, I have succeeded at last, although I have not Deen able
to go so fully into the subject as I could have wished. But I trnst I shall
be able, before long, to republish in a separate form, very considerably
enlarged, what I have here Wl'itten. My intention to do this is grounded
on a profound conviction that the heresies of the Plymouth Brethren have
not hitherto been as effectually exposed, as it is not only in the interests
of religion, but in the interests of society as well, that such a system of
religion as Darbyism should be fully comprehended, and its pernicious
tendencies made manifest to all. It will, of course, be understood that
there are exceptional cases to those I have described, as there are to
every rule, but I pledge myself that there is no exaggeration in what
I have written in relation to the Plymouth Brethren as a body.
" Before I close my Preface, I am desirous of saying that it was my intention to have written at much greater length on the deplorable advances
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hieh opinions of the most pernicious kind not only have already made,
bn are at this hour making, in what is called the religious world; but
the ext~nt of the space to which I was obliged to limit myself has precluded the possibility of my going further into the subject than I have
done.
,
" I will only say, in concluding this Preface, that to me it is one of the
orst signs of the times that the appalling progress which error, in every
--1 orm, alike dishonouring to God and destructive to souls, is making,
appears tD excite scarcely any concern on the part of thousands of persons
.ng the pulpits of the land, and who profess to hold and inculcate
E, !relical principles. Instead of souRding the alarm in trumpet tones
.
e ears of their hearers, one may listen to their ministrations for
~ together, without a single reference escaping their lips',
. 'on in which we are placed. The responsibility to God
er whiCh such unfaithful ministers of the Gospel have
±==~Iffi- by this indifference is something immeasurably more
mind can conceive; but the day will come-and no one
near it may be-when those on whom the responsibility rests
:realize i in all its tremendous proportions,-in all its crushing power.
as i is not impossible that this volume may meet the eye of a greater
1 - number of such ministers of the Gospel-ofthose, at least, who are
conventionally so considered-let me, in the hope of their escaping such a
doom, earnestly ask them to weigh well the dreadful denunciations on
those unfaithful pastors and priests who lived in the days of Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, &c., which abound in the prophetic books of Scripture.
They are, it might be supposed, sufficiently tenible to make all unfaithful
ministers of the Gospel in the present day tremble at the thought that
they should be applicable to them. As a parting word to those unfaithful
preachers who crowd o.ur pulpits at the present day, I would entreat them
to remember that it is not those only who preach doctrinal errors of \L
deadly kind that have placed themselves within the limits of the dreadful
denunciations to which I have referred. No less guilty are those in the
sight of God, and no less certainly do they come within the scope of those
severe threatenings, who do not faithfully preach the grand central truths
of the Gospel, though professing to entertain them,-those truths whereby
alone souls can be saved. I regard, indeed, the suppression of vital truth
as the great besetting sin which attaches to our present pulpit ministrations. It is my profound conviction that more mischief is done through
our modern preaching, by withholding the saving truths of the Gospel,
"JAMBS GRANT.
than. by the actual inculcation of positive error.
"London, April, 1869."
We have thus enabled Mr. GRANl' to speak for himself. We would only
add, that his many years' intimate connexion with the literary and newspaper world has given him an opportunity above most other men of
knowing what is transpiring in the world at large. Hence Mr. GRA..1'fT is
entitled to the greater consideration in his expression of opinion. We
have long thought with him, that the varied secular and carnal uses to
which the professed houses of God, more particularly among dissenting
bodies, are of late applied, are among the marked and lamentable features
of our times, as confirming and illustrating the fact, that we live in a day
of great declension and soul-destructive dissipation and error. Mr.
GRANT has likewise dwelt with too good reason upon the extreme apathy
and indifference exhibited by those making a great profession of religion,
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in regard to the fearful and fatal fallacies of our times. A spirit of
supineness seems to have come over the community at large. We have
long said that the tone of mind exhibited by men high in authority in the
so-called religious world, with I"e:>"P8ct to the progress of evil, has been
that which we are won 0 conEider was selfish and criminal in Hezekiah:
" There shall be peace and tru h in my days," as much as to say, "As to
what follows I mus lea.e to those who succeed me; they must take care
of themselves.
Humanly speaking, had there been less of self, and
more zeal for God, and a becoming concern for our sacred privileges and
ad.antages, the undermining and threatened annihilation of those
privileges ana advantages would no ha.e progressed as it has done.
Mr. GRANT'S book will, we are sure like its predecessors, be read with
deep and but too painful interest, and it is well that men's minds should
be aroused to the facts it contains.
.A Handmaid of the Lord. Som~ .Reoords of Jollanna Brooks. London:
Morgan and Chase Ludgate Hill.
ALTHOUGH we by no means approve of u;011len-prea.chers, but feel they are
never so much in their right place a when "keepers at home," and
"guiding the house," Jo~-X.A BROOKS was a remarkable character,
nevertheless. We dare not say hel" labo1lr.3 in itinera'
amonD' the
wilds of Devon, were not tD Borne exten 0
and b1 - 0 God. '" e
died at the age of 71.
BOOKS AND P.AMPHLE'I RECEIVED.
Our Own Fireside.-Sunda M azine.-Churchman's Monthly Penny
Magazine.-The Rosebud.-Rec'Ollections of Past Mercies. By F. Farvis,
Tetbury.-The Ship'I\TecH.ed Mariner.-The Record of the Priests' Protection Society.- 1'1 elly Scott; or, The Orphan Child.-Peace with God;
or, The Sinner's Refuge.-W ord-s of Wesley; or, Constant Communion.
-An Essay upon" The Greatest of Created Beings."-None but Christ.
-The Two" Co-ops;" or, Geoffrey Trundle's Christmas Home. By Rev.
P. B. Power, M.A.-The I,ord's Love. Rev. H. L. Harkness fiLA.
- " It is Finished." A Sermon for Good Friday.-Our National Church:
Its true Glory. A Sermon by His Grace the Archbishop of Can Erbury.
-The British Workman Out and at Home.-The E,
.
Ch ch
Union.-.The Gardener's Magazine.

A SONG TI THE .\IGHT.
LORD, whisper to 001' hearts
Thy messages of peace,
Let patience ha,e her pa-fec work,
And faith and hope increase;
We long to love Thee more,
To do Thy righteous '1
'Hcu art Thine J
While trav'lling on from day
Oh. guide
Shield
•
day,
Oh! whisper peace be still.
snare,
How that sweet Word of Thine
Will cheer our drooping heart,

Forbid our unbelieving fears,
And solid peace impart.
Birmingham.

And fix on:rtbo~.:E
We re 'Oun~E1~~£",
And

Aiew
An

B. B. M.

