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STILLNESS, BUT NOT STOICISM.

\

I

" Be still, and know that I am God."-PSALM xlvi. 10.
BELOVED, we would again, in a simple dependence upon the Lord,
take up the subject to which we have recently called your attention,
namely, that of GOSPEL STILLNESS; and that Scripture, at the
moment of writing, presents itself most forcibly to the mind: "He
that believeth shall not make haste." We doubt not that very many
whom we now address are prepared to testify, that their hasty steps
have been their wrong ones; that what they have said or done in
haste, they have repented of at leisure. And yet, in the living expe~
rience of the Lord's dear children, they have at times proved that
some most signal deliverances have been brought about, not only
most unexpectedly, but speedily. This very fact has tended to
arouse their fears as to whether it. was verily tlte Lord's deliverance.
Knowing that the word we have just quoted is, as a rule, opposed to
anything suddenly or hastily done, they have their doubts and fears
as to the vitality of their release from a trial or temptation or trouble,
it may be, of months' or even years' standing. But we must bear ill
mind, beloved, that there is no laying down rules for the Lord to
walk by. He has both His own times and His own modes of action;
and these, mark you, always directly contrary to our merely human
ideas of matters. What He does He does in a God-Eke-that is, in
a supernatural-way. Sometimes a state of trial or suffering or
temptation becomes, as it were, a second nature. We are inured to
it; are in measure contented with it; have ceased, in a sense, to
look for release from it. Now it is not unfrequently that, when the
poor troubled one has become, at least in measure and degree, reconciled to his portion, the Lord visits him with one of His sweet surprises of love, mercy, and Fatherly interposition and succour. Think
y
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you not, dear reaJer, that the breaking in upon that dark and cloudy
dispensation, with regard to his long-lost son, under which J acnG
had so distressingly suffere.d, was at once sudden and altogether
uuexpected? And does- not the same remark apply to J oseph himself, and his long confinement in prison upon a false and groundless
charge?
Although, for most part, as already intimated, sudden and impulsive movements are to be condemned, yet it is not always the case;
for, as we have sought to show, tho Lord is wont, at timos and
seasons, to surprise and astound His dear people with the wisdom
and the timeliness and the perfeotion of His interpositions and
/deliveranoes; and, notwithstanding previous detention and delay,
r, . IHis succour at last appears to come as speedily as it does unforeseen
1. ( :>.1
! 'and unexpectedly. Witness, for example, Israel's marvellous translation from Egypt, of which we read, with respect to the passover,
" And thus ye shall eat it; with your loins girded, your shoos on
your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in liasle;
it is the Lord's passover." The whole proceedings partook of the
character of speed, and as though Israel's very security depended
upon its promptness. The like feature in the mode of the Lord's
deliverance applies to Lot's being taken out of Sodom. "Haste
thee," said the angel, "escape thither; for I cannot do anything till
thou be come thither." Now, neither in the one case nor the other,
was there anything either with respect to Israel or Lot that savoured
aforetime of haste. ~o~h the on~ and .the other were kept .in a
certain state and condition of trial or privatim} or serviTude or
danger, until the Lo!d'sJillie of §elive~areaTh come, and
u'iltirHis promise of succour was ripefur fulfilmen .
We think, therefore, the best way to judge as to whether this or
that deliverance is of the Lord, come that deliverance suddenly or
ot~erwise, is ~y.J.ts~~s: Doe~ such deliverance humble, or is the
mmd puffed Ul) ",itli fleshly prIde as to how well the matter was
managed? If the latter, the Lord -assuredly had little to say to the
deliverance, except, should it be in the case' of one of His own deal'
children, to open out to them more plainly and significantly the
desperate wickedness and self-sufficiency of their own poor proud
hearts. If, 011 the other hand, the Lord was expressly and approvingly the Deliverer, the soul is meekened and mellowed, and there
are loving and grateful acknowledgments mentally going up to the
Lord, or at least a heartfelt desire that such should be the case.
There is the secret heart-whisper, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and
all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my
soul, and forget not all His benefits."
Reader, is it not so? Have you not again and again been, as it
were, lost in amazement at the mighty acts of the Lord, and at the
kind and tender and loving and forbearing way in which He has
dealt with- yon? Bnt, sure we are, with respect to all snch acts and
deliYerances, they leave not the least ground whatever-no, not the
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veriest reason-for creature-pride or fleshly boast. In order to prevent anything like pharisaic self-sufficiency, the escape has been but,
as it were, with the skin of the teeth. N either Paul nor his fellowvoyagers bad much room-nay, none whatever-whilst, with respect
to their rescue fi:om shipwreck, it is recorded, "And some on boards,
and somo on broken piec6s of the ship. And so it came to pass,
that they escaped all safe to land."
It is time, however, that we passed on to th~ second point we proposed to consider, namely, the sittin[l still.
The circumstances connected with N aomi and Ruth her daughter
in-law are familiar to the reader. The affection oHhe latter for her
mother, in her bereaved condition, was most striking'; her language
memorable indeed, and well worthy of that honourable and permanent
record which the Lord has been pleased to ,give it. "Intreat me
not to leave thee, or to return fi:om following after thee: for whither
thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge : thy people
shall be my people, and thy God my God: where thou diest, will I
die, and there will I be buried." It was but shortly after N aomi had
returned to her own land, and again mixed with her kindred and
fi:iends, that Ruth the Moabitish damsel so singularly was brought
in contact with the noble-headed Boaz. The footsteps of Divine
Providence, as well as the; precious operations of Divine grace, are'
beautifully and blessedly blended throughout the history, showing at
once how both the heart and the hand of our God are uniformly
engaged on behalf of His beloved and eternally-redeemed ones. ;His
hand directs their movements in His inscrutable Providence, His
heart in the precious dispensations of His grace.
It was after Huth had retluned from her gleaning in the field of
Boaz, and when she had testified to her mother-in-law of the tender
and gracious reception she had met at his hands, that N aomi so wisely
counselled her, "Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the
matter will fall: for the man will not be in rest,Uiitlfhe have finisned
~lsday."
Now, as with Israel at the li-ed Sea, when commissioned to " stand
still, and see the salvation of God," so with regard to Ruth and her
most critical position, any movement ou the part of either, by way of
anticipating, or being beforehand with the Lord, would have been
damaging to the last <leg-ree, 'What could Israel do but to " stand
still?" An<l wlmt could Ruth d~ -otherWise-"1ha:nlO--rr sit still ?" In
either O:LSC, ha<l there been a forward or onward movement, such movement must have been to frustrate rather than to further. Both tllE'1.
one tLUlI the other were in a waiting, watchful positioll; fLnd this, clear
reader, iD olle of' the safest and sweetest of poi:litions-waiting awl
w'Ltching for-and at the same time wrestling with-the Lord. Thi~
position, however, is not one of easy attainment" It is not what thp
flesh eith l' approves of or attains to. No! our poor proud hearts
want to havc :Lt least a something to sn,y and do with the mn,tter. The
standing still n.nd the sitting still, in ll, truly Gospel-and not
o
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merely carnal-sense, is that condition which the Holy Ghoi:ii, and
the Holy Ghost alone, can bring a poor, naturally proud sinner to.
I ,It is too humbling for the human heart to be brought down and laid
low in the very dust of weakness and prostration and absolute nothing'Iness, w~h_ neither ~s9.<?m nor strength to think or do aught that can
jlin the leastwise minister either to our peace or prOfi~t
how sweef it is, dear reader, when thus brought down-when thus
laid low at the feet of Jesus, to behold Him so tenderly and lovingly
and effectually working, doing that for us which vastly outvies-yea,
infinitely so-in point of pleasure and sntisfaction, aught that we could
have devised or accomplished on our own account. How Israel saw
this afterwards, in regard to its "sbnding still," and N aomi and
Ruth with respect to the latter's" sitting still."
And, dear reader, what shall we say to you with reference to your
11 position?
Possibl'y in your own view you~ condition is critical ind~ed
'le
"T ~-your state and cll'cumstances most complIcated. That very complIca~
;;-,,£ r,. tion renders it absolutely futile to offer you any other advice than
that given by MOSES to Israel, and Naomi to Ruth. What can you
do in the matter, with your path probably so dark that you cannot
see your hand before you, and so hedged about that you cannot in
the leastwise extricate yourself? Ah, then, whilst it is a time for you
to stand still, it is a time-and a blessed time, too-for the Lord to
work. Yea, and" He will work, and who shall let or hinder?"
With regard to Israel, the sequel proves how graciously the Lord
established the simple faith's testimony of Moses. In what an utterly
unforeseen but most effectual way did He bring destruction upon
Pharaoh and his hosts, and, at the same time, how marvellously did
He deliver His people, giving them indeed abundant reason to see
how well they might" stand still and see His salvation." Moreover,
we see how utterly powerless was Israel as its own deliverer. It was
God, and God alone, who could devise the means, and bring those
means into effect, so as to deliver His people. It is precisely so now.
Therefore, dear reader, whatever thy state, 01' however critical or
complicated thy condition or circmnstances, it is for thee to "stand
still and see the salvation of the Lord," as Israel did. And, as Israel
was not disappointed, so neither shalt thou be.
" Stand thou still, and thou shalt see
Wonders wrought, and wrought for thee;
Safe thyself on yonder shore,
Thou shalt see thy foes no more."

".' We come now to our third and last point: "Bc still, and know
(J,'
~ 1" that I am God." And, dear reader, we would have you keep in
t .'.,."
~,,~
view this one precious thought, wh.o is the Speakm·. As we have been
considering, it is very blessed when the Lord condescendingly and
graciously sends a message through or by one of His servants, but it
is additionally blessed when the Lord Himself speaks. God forbid that
we should say aught that would bear the veriest semblance of deteriorating from the work of the Holy Ghost, in that Divine power with
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which He is pleased to inspire His messengers. Oh, no; it is indeed
most gi'acious and most condescending on His part, that it should
seem good in His si~ht to employ poor worms of the earth for the
expression of His mmd, and the furtherance of His truth. The
mercy is indeed great that He hath put "the treasure in earthen
vessels," not only that it should be the more manifest that "the
excellency of the power is of God," and not of the poor fallible
creature, but that we should receive messages of mercy and tokens
of Divine love and heavenly favour by messengers and through
channels with whom or with which we are familiar. Did not J ehovah
speak to the people of Israel, from time to time, with this very end
and object in view? Would they not have been terrified and
affrighttJd to the very last degree upon any other ground?
But, notwithstanding this, there is a principle involved in this
personal communication, and this, as it were, face-ta-face speaking,
which is very blessed. We will endeavour to illustrate our meaning.
You will remember, beloved, that when the Lord was about to
bless in a very special manner both king David and king Hezekiah,
He communicated with them, not directly, but by messengers. The
former had a certain intense desire in his heart, even that of building
a house for the Lord. The Lord, however, sent word to'David by
N athan with respect to His mind upon the matter. It is recorded
very emphatically, that" the word of the Lord came unto Nathan,
saying, Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the Lord, Shalt
thou build a house for me to dwell in," and so on. Then with
respect to Hezekiah, we read in regard to his anguish on account of
the one message brought to him by the mouth of the prophet Isaiah,
that the Lord graciously and tenderly sent him another by the selfsame messenger: "Then came tbe word of the Lord to Isaiah, saying, Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the Lord, the God of
David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears:
behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years" (Isa. xxxviii. 4, 5).
But, dear reader, is there not very important teaching connected
with this fact of the Lord, in Old Testament times, mostly speaking to
His servants through this or that messenger? Does it not clearly set
before us this lesson, that Christ, our glorious Immanuel (God with
us), Christ our elder Brother, Christ our Ishi, was yet to come? that
whilst the way into the holy of holies was not as yet fully revealed,
the time would come when the wall of partition should be broken
clown, and a way of access opened up? Yea, further, with respect
to this perBonal and face-to-face communication of which we speak, is
not the fact to which we have alluded of the way into the holy of
holies not as yet being made manifest in Old Testament Scriptures
confirmed by the way and manner in which the Lord did, at certain
very rcmote intervals, appear unto His servants? See, for example,
how J ehovah assumed humanity when He communed with Abraham
upon the destruction of the cities of the plain, as set forth in the 18th
chapter of Genesis. Again, see how the Lord appeared to J oshu::.,
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af:l Captain of the Lord's host (see Joshua v. 13-15). Observe,
likewise, the sight vouchsafed to Manoah and his wife, as recorded in
the 13th of Judges. Further, consider that most remarkable appearance to Ezekiel, as testified of in the 1st chapter of his prophecy.
Moreover, how striking is the account given of the visitation to
Daniel, in the 10th chapter of his book, where we read, "There came
and touched me One like the appearance of a man, and He strengthened me." Now, in these several cases we mark the personal mani·
festation, the face-to-face communion, although that face may be
veiled and shadowed. Still, wc maintain that there is a distinction
-and an important distinction, too-betwefHl the pcrsonal communication and that made by or through the medium of messengers.
But, if we pass on to the New Testament records, there wc see
what we are now endeavouring to set forth still more strikingly and
blessedly brought out.
When, upon the mOl'l1ing of the resurrection, the disciples came to
the sepulchre, in quest of the body of Jesus, we find that they were
" much perplexed" at finding naught but an empty sepulohre. Th<m
said the angels who appeared to them upon that memorable ocoasion,
" Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is
risen: remember how He spake unto you when He was yot in
Galilee." We read that, although" they remembered His words,"
yet, when these facts were rehearsed in the hearing of the other
Apostles, they" seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them
not;" yea, we read of Peter going to see, and "wondering in himself at that which was come to pass." But, although the testimony
was so clear, and so precisely in accordance with all that had been
foreshown ofOhrist, both by prophet after prophet, as well as by Himself,
yet there was no peace-no satisfaction, for "Him they saw not."
But how different the reception, and how altered their conclusions,
when" JeslIs Himself (h'ew near, ancl1cent witlt them." lIe spake at
first as though He knew not the things about which they reasoned,
which was followed, on His part, with the language of loving rebuk ,
with" 0 fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
spoken! Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter
into His glory?" Then mark what followed. "And beginning at
Moses, and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning Himself!" And oh, the power
and the preciousness which attended His words I The testimony was
not of Him, or nuoat Him; no, but it was Himself! Himself! His own
divine, blessed and ever-glorious Person! And well might the deal'
disoiples exolaim with rcspeot to this, the mo~t favoured seas;:m and the
1ll0:>t marvellous interview wilh which they had ever been indulgecl,
"Did not our heart burn within us, while Ho tuJked with us by the way,
a.ncl while He opened to us the Scriptur s?" Again, we have the selt'bame losson set before us about Huuself-Fijmself-His own Divine
Person-in oontrast to mere wordi'l :1.bout Him, or even messages 01'
messengm's from Him, in the frLet of the disciples rising up the S:1.1110
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hour, and retLu'ning to J erusalcm, "where they found the eleven
gathered together, and them that were with them, saying, The Lord
is risen indeed, and hath app ared to Simon. And they told them
what things w re done in the wn-y, and how He was known of them
in breaking of' bread." But, just at this juncture, " Jesus Himself
stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you."
Oh, what a change, beloved! What a Visitor! And what holy,
rapturous emotions were enkindled by His visit! This, we say, is
pointed, special, personal! Do you know anything of it, dear I'eader ?
So it was with the early seeker after her Lord, poor Mary Magdalene,
" out of whom Jesus had cast seven devils."
But, beloved, with respect to this personal manifestation of which
we speak, have you not fonnd it thus? You have been under the.
word, it may be j the testimony has been very truthful j you have
heard with satisfaotion; you could give your hearty assent and
consent to all the preaoher had advanced. You felt a fellowship of
spirit-a oneness of heart; you realized the teaching of the selfsame
Divine Instruotor. As he opened up the pilgrim's path, you
travelled step by step with him. His testimony, under the sealing
power of the Holy Ghost, has proved a confirming and a consoling
word j and you have come forth from the sanctuary refreshed and
edified -yea, like a giant refreshed with new wine. But oh, what a
distinction, even with regard to this season, sweet and satisfactory as
it was, when subsequently-perhaps when you were returning home,
and again about to be mixed up with the turmoil arid the travail of )
the wilderness, "Jesus Himself" has drawn nigh, and, in His own
soothing, loving, and most tender and gracious way, whispered His
own preoions "fear nots" into your poor trembling heart about all
yon feel and all you fen-I'. Perhaps in the sanctuary you have felt,
" Oh, I wish I could be caught up hence, just as Enooh and Elijah
were! How thankful should I be never again to return to the beggarly elements of this poor sinful world! Oh, how glad should I be
to have done with self and sin and Satan! 'Oh, that I might have
wings and flyaway! '" How at such. times, anticipating within the
house of God, the anxieties and the perplexities and the weight and
Cal'e and responsibility of the Monday n-nd the coming week, you
have, in respect to the sweets of the Sabbath and its services,
exclaimed:
" My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this;
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss."

Well, perhaps, when thus retiring from the Lord's house, uuder the
pressure to which we have alluded, the Lord Himself comes, and
gently and soothingly and lovingly speaks to the troubled, anxious,
crushed heart. Oh, how sweet His, " I am with thee!" His," Fear
not! '.' His," My grace is sufficient for thee!" His," I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee!" His," La, I am with you alway,
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even unto the end of the world!" Oh, how sweet this assurancehow blessed this promise-from His own loved Self, His own loved
and loving lips! The word, through the preaching and from the
mouth of His servant, was precious; but oh the word from Himself
-Himself-how much more so! Ah, beloved, is there not a distinction? Have you not found it so? In looking back-in contemplating this season and that season -upon which have you dwelt
with greatest delight, as being so full of sweetness and so rich in
savour; as being so specially and peculiarly blessed, was it when
Jesus was spoken of, or when Jesus Himself was speaking? Ah, we
well know what will b~ your answer.
Well, then, in the words of our text, the Lord Himself is the
Speaker: "Be still, and know that I am God." Ah, Lord, it is no
easy matter even to stand still, or to sit still; but how much more
difficult is it to be still! Lord, Lord, it is Thou, and Thou alone,
canst give this stillness-this calmness-this perfect quiescence.
Lord, if one poor worm may speak on behalf of other poor fellow. worms, this is just what we want: this calm, deliberate, absolute
stillness; this simple childlike reposing upon Thine own infinite
wisdom, boundless love, and omnipotent power. In ourselves and
of ourselves we know that we are naught but poor sinful dust and
. ashes, not having wisdom, strength, or courage for the least possible
Aservice. Instead of becoming wiser or stronger, more equal to or
.. I adapted for this or that enterprise, undertaking, or engagement, Lord,
Thou knowest that we feel more and more unfit, and less and less
. adapted to or for such service. But oh, hl.tst Thou not told us in Thy
blessed Word, that" the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the
strong?" Hast Thou not said, "That-the lame take the prey?"
Thou hast said, in Thy Word, "Let not thewise man gory 111 his
wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the
rich man glory in his riches: but let him that glorieth glory in this,
that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which
exercise lovingkindness, judgment, a,nd righteousness, in the earth:
for in these things I delight, saith the Lord" (Jer. ix. ~3, 24).
Moreover, Thou hast said, Lord, " It is not by might, nor by power,
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." Oh, then, give us grace,
we beseech Thee, that we may" be still," and watch and wait with
faith and patience at the posts of Thy doors, looking for and realizing
precious proof and day-by-day evidence, that "Thou art God,"
" wonderful in counsel and excellent in working;" yea, "working
all things after the counsel of Thine own will," and giving Thy
children continuous cause to acknowledge and admire Thy handiwork, furnishing them continuously with both the motive and the
heart to exclaim, (; Come, all ye that fear God, and I will declare to
you what He hath done for my soul." Yea, confirm, we pray Thee,
that blessed testimony concerning Thyself and ~ehy doings, "Whoso
is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the
.
lovingkindness of the Lord." Amen and amen!
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Mccy 13, 1871.
THE EDITOlt.
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THE VAOANT ARM-CHAIR.

And Joscph died, and he was put in et coffin in Egypt."-GEN. 1. 26.
IT has pleased the Lord to take to Himself our dear mother-in-law, Mrs.
Mary Wiginton, of Oompton Terrace, Highbury. She entered her
eternal rest early in the morning of the 18th of March. And now there
stands the vacant arm-chair. Oh! it looks so blank and bare. We
do miss the dear occupant so much, and nature feels deeply while we
think" The friendly hand no more shall greet,
Accents familiar once, and sweet;
No· more the well-knol'-n features trace,
No more renew the fond embrace."
11

No: there she lies in the other room. Oh! so altered; so rigid and
cold-ah! so icy cold. She looks not like our mother. Wesley sings
of 11 the lovely appearance of death;1' but give us the animation of life.
We see no beauty in the sunken features of death, and our consolation
in looking thereon is to think it is only the casket that held the gem; let
it crumble, the gem is preserved,. and shines in. all its brilliancy in a
brighter and better world.
In giving a few details of the dear one's life and triumphant death, we
know that the usual course would be to enlarge upon amiable qualities
and creature-doings; but such a. course would have been as repugnant to
the feelings of the departed as· it is to ours, and, if she were by our side,
she would say, "Oh! lay the creature low, and exalt my precious Jesus."
We shall, therefore, confine our attention to those points where she
glorified the God of her salvation.
Mary Hornblower (for such was her maiden name) was born in the
pretty villag.e of Aldridge, in Staffordshire. Losing her mother at a very
early age, and her father being a gay man of the world, she naturally
fell into those pursuits that are gratifying to an unregenerate head;_ and
she would often refer, in after-days, to the Lord's special goodness in
watching over her in those days, when her pathway was thickly strewn
with temptation of every kind. Nor did she know any other course for
some years after she had married Mr. Edmund Ephraim Wiginton-cardparties and all those sort of things being her delight-till she was. led, in
the providence of God, to the ministry of Dr. Vale, of Old Street, St.
Luke's, under which she became aroused to a sense of her lost condition,
especially through a sermon preached by the Doctor from th.e words,
"Let it alone this year also, till I dig about it, and dung it: and if it
bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down"
(Luke xiii. 8, 9).
For upwards of two years after this, she remained in the greatest
darkness of soul, when an aged Ohristian womatn, who was accustomed
occasionally to come to her home, seeing her so depressed in spirit, and
ascertaining from her the cause, invited her to go and hear her m~'nistcr,
11 Joseph Irons," then preaching at the Welsh Ohapel, Jewin Orescent.
z
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Thither she bent her steps, and the preaching was altogether of such a
different character, and came with such power into her soul, that she was
melted by Divine grace under it, and from that time became a regular
attendant, not merely at the week-night services at Jewin Orescent (so
memorable in the experience of many), but bent her way to Grove Ohapel,
Oamberwell, Sabbath after Sabbath-a distance of seven miles from her
hnme-braving storm and tempest, persecution and opposition, to be
found among Zion's sons and daughters in that hallowed place of worship;
and the few members of Grove Ohapel still on earth will remember her
as one of the brightest stars in the congregation. l\1ethinks I hear her
voice raised in holy exultation, as she woulJ sing : '" My soul her rich portion surveys,
Which covenant morcy bestows,
And labours to speak forth His praise,
Whose kindness no fickleness knows.
" , The mountains and hills He will melt;
The sea and the skies shall depart;
But those who His kindness have felt,
He'll never, no, never desert.'''
Now was her soul all alive io spiritual things; and, like Anna, flhe
dlc'parted not from the temple, but -served God with fear and trembling
night and day. To cast aside all hindrances, and press to the sanctuary
of God, was now her delight; and, feeding in the rich pasture at Oamoerwell, she became fat and flourishing in the courts of the Lord, glorifying in the foundation-truths of the eternal foreknowledge of God, the
voluntary Suretyship of God the Son, who atoned for all the guilt of
every elect vessel of mercy, and the covenant-engagement of God the
Spirit to bring them out of an ungodly world, and lead them into sweet
fellowship with the Father, to renew comfort, and conduct them home to
~rlory as the purchase of Jesus' blood ,and the objects of the Father's
love-doctrines that will do to live by and to die by.
The ministrations of other eminent men of God living in that day were
also greatly ,blessed to her soul. Especially would she love to hear the
truth from the lips of the venerable Watts Wilkinson; also Mr. Burrows,
of Olapham, and David Denham. It would really seem as if this class
of men of God had passed away to give place to those of a lower standard
of theology, in fulfilment of the prophecy: "For the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall
turn away their Bars f::om the truth, and shall be turned unto fables."
About the time referred to there was an omnibus started to run every
Sabbath morning from Gracechurch Street to Oamberwell, the principal
travellers by which were pilgrims wending their way to Grove Ohapel,
attracted thither by the powerful preaching of dear J oseph Irons, who
was then in the zenith of his strength. It was termed the Ohapel
Omnibus; and, if a stranger came up that way, and mixed with the.
select company within, it was amusing to watch how they would look at
one another in bewildered astonishment at the strange conversation of
these" peculiar people," giving another proof of the fact that the worldly
are always ill at ease in the company of the Lord's saints.
Mrs. Wiginton was a prominent and invariaule passenger by this
special omnibus, wet or dry, sunshine or storm; whoever was absent, she
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was in her accustomed place. And well does the writer recollect, upon
the return journey, how the group of God's children were silent under the
weight of glorious truths felt and recoived within, entering into the feelings of the Church in the Canticles when she said, "I charge you, 0 ye
daughters of J orusalem, by the roes' and by the hinds of the fields, that
ye stir not up nor awake my love till he please." 'I'hey were palmy days
of
101 truth. The special gatherings of Christians at bel' ]lOuse,
head d by dear Mr. Irons, were hallowed opportunities· to many. Never
will the writer forget one season. He was then a young Christian,
giving evidence of the new life by a love to the brethren, and would
creep into a corner, at these meetings, to listen to the heavenly talk; but,
upon the occasion referred to, Mr. Irons, after opening the meeting,.
called suddenly upon" G. C." to engage in prayer, giving him no time
to refuse. Down on their knees the whole company went, and, with the
perspiration pouring off his face, the writer began, with fear and trembling, to stammer out a few broken utterances at the throne. " Amen! "
re ponded Mr. Irons. 'I'he spell was broken; for the first time in our
life w had prayed in public; and the meetings at the home of the dear
depart d became memorable in one's experience.
Well, at these gatherings, dear Mrs. Wiginton would make herself the
servant of all; indeed, such washer humble and unselfish disposition that
Mr. Irons was heard to observe: "My dear Mrs. Wiginton, why do you
make yourself such a door-mat for everybody?" But so it was,-everybody before herself. A more unselfish being never lived. Of trials by
the way she had a full share; indeed, she used to think more than her
share: but this could not be, for "the lot is cast into the lap, and the
whole disposing thereof is of the Lord." But, in the midst of them all,
she was led by that path which no fowl knoweth, and which the vulture's
eye hath not seen; but which God seas, and which is ordmed, and well
.
orderod, by the Lord.
In the year 1848 she had to pass through the trial of parting with her
best earthly boloved; and scarcely could she calculate upon being left to
battle alone with life's cares for upwards of twenty-three years. But so
it was. Yet she realized fully the blessedness of the injunction uf a covenant God, "Let thy widows trust 2'n me" (Jer. xlix. 11).
Another great trial to her was the loss of her revered pastor, the Rev.
J oseph Irons. Deeply ·was she attached to him, and highly did she
honour him, as being the instrument, under God, of bringing her to the
knowledge of the truth, and establishing her in divine things. She
always felt that gap in her experience was never filled up; but the one
she considered most like her esteemed pastor was dear Alfred Hewlett,
whose occasional visits to London, and ministry at various churches, were
looked forward to by her with much anticipation. We have witnessed
her following dear Hewlett from church to church for the truth's sake.
By these means she was kept stedfast in the faith, "from which some
have swerved, and turned aside to vain jangling" (1 Tim. vi.). But it
may Le said, ' ,We thought the departed was a dissent8r, being a member
of Grovo Chapel'?" We reply, she cared little for these distinctions, that
many are so contending for in the present day. She loved the truth, and
would go where she could find it, irrespective of denominational differences; and when, upon an occasion, it was said to her, "How beautiful
the prayer is in the Litany, 'By Thy precious death and burial, by Thy
glorious resurrection and ascension, good Lord, deliver us. In the hour
z 2
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of death, good Lord, deliver us,'" she said, "Yes, there is eV6l'ything
there, if people would but do away with prejudice." She loved all those
who loved the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus was her all, and in all.
" , The Lord my Shepherd is;
I shall be well supplied:
Whilst He is mine and I am His,
What can I want beside?' "
And now, in reflecting upon the closing days of her life, we have an
abundance of expressions uttered by the dear one, and pencilled down at
the time by her fond daughters; but, having an impression that such
details are not generally acceptable to any bl:'yond the family circle, we
shall carry out our plan of confining our attention to those only which
glorify her Saviour, and tend to profit the children of God. She often
expressed her thankfulness that the Lord had given her dear ones, whoaffectionately surrounded her bed, to minister to her comfort, "and smooth
the pillow of her sinking age;" as well, also, did she express her gratitude to the self-denying care of a kind attendant, of whom it might
well be said, "She was faithful unto death." These privileges often
caused the widow's heart to sing for joy.
The following are some of her sayings, put down at the time by her
attentive night and day watchers : - .
" Can it be that when this poor body is laid aside it shall rise a glorified
body-shall it be with Jesus? Oh, what a thought! Bless the Lord, 0
my soul!
" 'He'll keep me while I'm here below,
And then to heaven receive.
" , Ere long I hope to join the throng
All glorified throughout,
And in an everlasting song,
My hallelujahs shout.'''
Wearisome days and nights now became her portion, so that she could
say, "I am full of tossings to and fro." At the close of a long day she
said, "I hope I may sing' A day's march nearer home;' " and, turning to
her children, she said, " God bless you, my dears-God bless you for all
your kindness and affection to me." Her eldest daughter remarking,
"I'm sure we have a mother's blessing," she responded, "Yes, I am
blest, too, with affectionate children, and a covenant-keeping God, and a
glorious Elder Brother."
"I will praise the Lord while I have my being. I know I shall praise
Him to all eternity."
Mter a severe faint, she said,
" 'Lord the conflict ~rows severer,
Yet I cannot qUit the field; Gr~cious Captain, be Thou near 1',
Te::wh me how the sword to wield.'
" He has promised not to lay more upon me than I can bear, yet
" 'I can do an things, anI cn,n bear
All sufferings if my Lord be there.'''
Upon hor expressing that the conflict was not over yet, she was bidden
to lo01o to the promises. She responded,
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'" His promise cannot fail, I know,
H 'U keep me while I'm here below,
And then to heaven receive.
". H Id Thon me up, shall be my cry
While I have life and breath;
And oh! may Jesus Christ be nigh,
To hold me up in death.'''
h f It especially indebted, during her illness, to the Rev. Henry
trioklnnd, of Holloway, who was unremitting in his pastoral visits to
her, and often dropped a suitable promise for her comfort. " A word
fitly spoken is like apples of gold in piotures of silver." A remark
made to her one evening by Mr. Strickland was fastened as a nail in a
sure place. She had been telling him that Satan had been harassing her
very much, and asked him whether he thought she was right for eternity.
He replied, "My dear friend, remember you al'e cl,a£ned to the tltroneOllal:ned to the throne." She did remember it, and, treasuring it up in her
mind, dotermin d to ask the writer if it would be presumptuous on her to
take the comfort of this assurance. We assured her it was not, for it wa3
perfectly scriptural and blessedly true, and referred her in proof to the
beautiful links of the chain as given by the Apostle Paul, "Whom He
did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of
His Son; moreover, whom He did prfldestinate, them He also called, and
whom He called, them He also justified, and whom He justified, them
He also glorified ;"-predestined-called-justified - glorified - thus
chained to the throne. She seemed greatly comforted with this view of
divine truth, and, in meditating upon the glory that shouE be revealed,
exclaimed,
" , Ah! who can teU what glory is,
What constitutes eternal bliss P'"
The visits also of the Rev. Samuel Eldridge, of Brixton (an old and
valued friend), were much blessed to her, and the savour of his prayers
rested upon her spirit. After much suffering, it was said to her, "Jesus
can make a dying bed feel soft as downy pillows are." She replied, " Can
make-yes, Je8~~8 can make. Oh! what could I do now? What a fatal
mistake if but one thing depended on my doing-I can do nothing.
" , A guilty, weak and worthless worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall ;
Be Thou my strength and righteousness,
My Jesus and my all.' "
"The work is all done. Precious Jesus! He'll welcome me in heaven."
One evening, when the writer approached her bedside, she had ardently
been experiencing- what one of old felt--that" terrors were taking hold on
her as waters," and she said to us, "You, at all events, dear Mr. Cowell,
would not deceive me-do you think I am safe for eternity?" "Ve
nsslll'ed her that our firm belief was that she was as safe as the Eternal
'fhrce could make her-that her hope was as different from the hope of the
hypocrite, as light differed from darkness. She said, "Bless the Lord! "
and added,
" , Come guilty. come helpless, come just as you are,
The poorer the wretch, the more welcome here.' "
At times her happiness was of the most joyous character, and it was as
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if she would stretch her wings and soar away to her heavenly homo; a:,d
a very favourite verse with her was : " Rise, my soul, and stretch thy wings,
Thy better portion trace;
Rise from transitory things
Towards Heaven, thy native place.
"Sun and moon and stars decay,
Time shall soon this earth remove;
Rise, my soul, and hastc away
To seats prepared above."
So calm whon Jesus was felt to be noar; so ruilled IY hAll tho tempter
obtained a temporary advantage: thus s10 fully entorod into the experience of dear Newton:" Strange and mysterious is my life,
W hat opposites I feel within;
A stable peace, a constant strife,
The rul~ of grace, the power of sin;
Too often I am captive led,
Yet daily triumph in my Hcad.
"Thus different powers within me strive,
And grace and sin by tllrllS prcV<Lil.
I grieve, rejoice-decline, revive,
And victory hangs in doubtful scale;
Bu t Jesus hath the promise past,
That grace shall overcome at last."
These lines were very precious to her, and fully described hor strife of
feelings. But even this strife was overcome; and we will explain how.
There is no rule laid down for the operation of the Spirit of God; for,
as "the wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou ,hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, or whither it goeth," so the
Holy Spirit worketh how, when, and where He pleases. But we have
observed, again and again, that those trembling children of God who
'have been in bondage all their lives through fear of death, have- been the
very ones ~ho, when they have approached Jordan, have triumphed
confidently and rejoicingly in Jesus; while, on the other hand, those
whose mountain has stood strong in life, have bE-en brought in declining
days to very nothingness of spirit, and even to fears and tremblings as
they have neared eternity. The former was peculiarly the case with the
dear departed. Trembling, hoping, and fearing this terrible article of
death, she was often in bondage; but, when it came to the solemn time,
all fears were removed, and sh;--ha<1 the greatest JOY and peace In
believIng:' We name-this for the especial comfort of those who are
exercised in a similar way concerning that dreadful word to them,
"death." "0 death !" she would say, "'where is thy sting? My Jesus
hath taken it all away! 0 grave, where is thy victory? Jesus hath
conquered. Thanks be to God, who giveth me the victory, through my
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
" , When I appear in yonder cloud,
With all the ransomed throng,
Then will I sing more sweet, more loud,
And Christ shall be my song.'''
One evening, "'hen visiting her, she particularly requested that all
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should be gathered together while wo l' ad and prayed. In our plead'''!2:s
we were led to express the desire," that, as the Lord was unloosening the
pins of her tabernacle, and making rents in the covering thereof, that,
light divine might shine through the rents made, to cheer her; and that, I
as the soul's dark cottage became batter d and decayed, the light of
glory might pierce thl'ough the chinks which time and disease were
making." She was pleased to refer to this desire several times, and to
ask that it might be repeated to her; and it was very blessed to watch
the rays of glory that did break in upon her soul day after day, and
night after night.
It is not the privilege of every believer to bear testimony to the reality
of vital godliness in a dying hour. There are various circumstances that
hinder this, although their eternal safety is the same. But our doar
departed relative was spe~iany blessed to give utterance to the preciollsness of Jesus, and her earnest desire was to praise Him as long as breath
held out.
Asking my dear wife to give hel' a portion for her comfort, she was
directed to the words of the Psalmist: "Because Thy 10vingkindIless is
better than life, my lips shall praise Thee. Because Thou hast been my
help, therefore in the shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice. '" She repeated
the words again and again, and seemed greatly comforted.
From the nature of her complaint, her suffering;;; were very great, and
her efforts to breathe most painful. When recovering, after a faint produced by exhaustion, she said, "The Lord has promised not to la.\'
more upon me than I can bear; but, oh! I fear I am very impatient;
but my poor heart seems so heavy, I want it lifted up." The words ot'
the Psalmist were read to her: "Deliver me out of the mire, and let me
not sink; let me be delivored out of the deep waters. Let not the waterflood overflow me, neither let the deep swallow me up, and let not the
pit shut her mOlltll upon me. Ileal' me, 0 Lord; for Thy lovingkindnes'l
is good: tlun Ullto me according to the multitude of Thy tender mercies,
and hide natTilY f<tco from Thy sorvant; for I am in trouble: hear me
speedily." 'rhis prayer just suited her case, and she repeated the words,
especially" hear me speedily," adding,
" , Jesus, my God, I know Thy name,
Thy name is all my trust;
Thou wilt not put my hope to shame,
Nor let my soul be lost.'"
Her entire trust was in the Lord hor Saviour, and the unceasing utterance
of her lips throughout her illuoss was, "Bless the Lord! "
" , Dca.r Lord, I know Thou hast prepared,
Unworthy though I be,
A blood-bought ransomed free reward,
A golden harp for me.' "
For some days before her death she was kept in the most hallowed
peace of mind; and, as soon as ever anyone approached, she began to tell
of "her precious Jesus," and exclaimed, "'rhe work is all done; He'll
welcome me in heaven."
" , My soul looks back to see
The burden Thou didst bear,
When hanging on the accllrsed tree.
And hopes her guilt WMl there.'"
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And, after a severe faint, she said, "I had almost hoped I should have
been ill heaven before now; but the Lord knows best. My soul followeth
hard after Thee, Thy Iight hand upholdeth me." And, referring to a
sermon she had heard preached upon "Following hard after Christ,"
she commented much upon it.
In the contemplation of her approaching end, these lines were .very
precious to her" And wben I'm to die,
, Receive me,' I'll cry;
He, Jesus, bath loved mc, I cannot tell why.
But this I can find,
We two are so join'd,
He'll not live in glory and leave mc behind."
Thus did she feel satisfied Jesus would not leave nor forsake her, and, amidst
the darkness of the valley, the light of heaven shone into her soul. And
now the last night of her earthly pilgrimage had arrived. Oh, that night
to sorrowing relatives! Receiving intelligence that she was fast sinking,
my dear wife and self hastened to her bedside; and, although she had
been wandering, and at times unconscious, she recognized us, and said
very slowly," How kind of you to come all' this way;" but her mind,
evidently absorbed in the one thing, she said, "There's a time to be
born, and a time to die," evidently feeling that her time to die had
arrived. My dear wife said to her, "But you are not afraid to die, are
you, dear mother?" As well as her expiring strength would allow, she
said emphatically, "No, my dear; afraid to die? No. Jesus has taken
away the sting of death."
'" If asked what of Jesus I tbink,

Although my best thoughts are but small;
I'll say He's my meat and my drink,
My J esus- my Saviour-my all.' "
My wife said, "All-sufficient grace has been given you, dear mother, all
through." She repeated four times, "Yes, all-sufficient grace." "You've
fought a good fight, and you'll soon gain the prize." "Yes; the crown,
the seat, the harp of gold, all wait till I arrive." We remained some ten
minutes alone with her, and her lust words were, "You told me that
underneath were His everlasting arms;" and she said it in such a way
as implying, "I feel its truth, they are underneath; now I am passing
through the valley." After this she lay unconscious till a quarter past
two o'clock in the morning, when" One gentle sigh her fetters broke,
W-e scarce could deem her gone;
When straight her willing spirit took
Its station near the throne."
The dear departed was buried in Abney Park Cemetery on Saturday,
25th March; the funeral service being impressively conducted by the
R6lv. Henry Strickland, M.A., Incumbent of the Chapel of Ease, Holloway Road. Slowly and sad we followed her to the grave. She had
habitually gone to weep there herself, for the mortal remains of her
departed husband lay within its precincts j and now, her time having come,
her body is lowered into the same narrow home. Nature will feel,
espeeially while this painful process is going on. Our blessed Lord loved
Lazarus with ull the sympathy of an elder brother when He drew near
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the tomb where he lay. " Jesus wept." Thus can He fully sympathize
with His brethren when they are called to endure the pang of parting
with near and dear ones. But, 0 g-rave, thou eanst not hold our dear
ones who die in Ohrist! He is the H.aiser-up of our mortal bodies, and
the Quickener of our never-dying souls; for He says, "I am the Resurrection and the Life." This is our consolation as we turn from the open
grave. The body of our dear one lies dumb as the green turf that will
cover her, but her spirit hll.s winged its flight to the land where the weary
are at rest. Thus has another dear saint been gathered home. As a
minister of the Gospel, who knew her (and mingled with the mourners at
the grave), has expressed it, "God has taken home one He had distinguished by His grace; an inestimable mother, an exemplary Ohristian.
May her translation be. the means of quickening us in the pursuit of the
things which are unseen and eternal! "
Oh, friends, these are solemn warnings by the way! Very soon our
breath will fail, and this heart that beats within will grow still in the
awful quietude of d ath, while the spirit will return to God who gave it.
How stands it with our souls? God grant that we may be followers of
them who, through faith and patien'le, inherit the promises!
" Farewell, dear one! we have left thy body in the grave.
Now, sweetly sleep! angels thy soul receive,
And bear to J esu's breast;
Long in our hearts thy memory shall live.
Here let thy body rest
Secure from earthly pain and sorrow,
Till dawns the l·esurrection·morrow :
Now, sweetly sleep! "
TYoodbury, Wanst~ad, Essex.
G. O.
THE

FUNEH.AL

OARD.

DY A SEXAGENARIAN.

THESE dark.liveried messengers now
Have so frequently call'd at the
door,
That but few of one's old friends
remain;
And survivors are valued the more.
Some have fall'n in their beauty and
strength,
Like to leaves by the wind torn
away;
Like to leaves when the winter draws
on,

Some have dropp'd off by gradual
decay.
Who can tell what a post will bring
forth?
01' the next name, death.stamp'd,
to :.l.ppear?
Tettenltall.

The least likely, in our eyes, per.
chance;
And, alas! it may prove the most
dear.
I
.
'Twere id e, yea, Impious to guess
At the issues to God only known ;
But how wise, since we all must taste
death,
That each one should prepare for
his own!
And bow happy wbo dwell in that
bouse
Where the joy is perpetnal-un_
marr'd
By the cold hand that draws down our
blinds,
And which fills up the Funeral
Oard!

D. G.

My own heart is more to be feared than all the allied powers of earth
and hell; for outward foes could never prevail, were it not for vain
desires and inbred corruptions.
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INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF NED WRIGHT.
PERHAPS there never was a day when the wurds of the apostle needed
greater attention than the present: "That ye may tl'Y things that differ"
(PhiI. i. 10, margin). There seems such peculiar tenderness when speaking of error-such reluctance to bring out truth-such confounding right
and wrong, that God's simple-minded children get driven on the rocks of
doubt, difficulty, and sometimes eveil infidelity. Thoy are ready to say
with oue of old, "Where shall wisdom be found, and where is the place
of understanding? Look at all the good, and the gracions, and the
zealous, that are ranged on the side of what the few call unsound and
unsafe; erroneous in doctrine and contradietory in experience, are not
such men right?" In fact, the religious views of the majority in our
day are expressed by the ignorant poet of a former century;" He can't be wrong, whose life is in the right,"

I

We daily hear this sentiment couched in words like this: "He is such It
good man, and does so muuh good; so hard-working, so zealous," And
tbis is the ephod that covers the man from head to heel, and induces the
simple to receive as g'ospel every erroneous statement he utters. Now in
taking up such memorials as Ned Wright, or hearing the tostimonyof
meteor-men who dart through our localities, and give us the benefit of
their transient light, we would wish to speak respectfully as to what th y
know and do, but faithfully as regards God's everlasting truth. What
proportion did the Jewish nation bear to the vast multitude that covered
the globe before the incarnation of our Lord? What proportion did the
Spirit-taught Jews bear to the ignorant carnal Jews, that, when our Lord
appeared among them in their formal religiousness, crucified the Lord of
~ife and glory? In the apostles' days what proportion did the receivers
of the good news of salvation bear to the multitude of rejectors that
covered the face of the earth, and crowded the Pagan cities "wholly
given to idolatry?" But how is it now? We may have many mOl'e thnt
bear the name of Christian, but where is the pow l' ? We may hav
more professors, but where are the possessors? We may hav m l'
religion, but where is the spirit? We may have mol' taIl, but where is
the experience? Cl,rt'st revealed in a broken /teart is the sum and substance
of God's religion in the soul; and, if thi t st be freely applied to the
Christian masses in oar day, the answer may b soon given in our Lord's
own words: "Strait is the gate and nan w i the way that leadeth unto
life, and few tl,er'e be Mat finel it."
w these words are in direct
antagonism to the religion of the day.
hrist in His testimony throughout the gospels, whatever men may say to the contrary, brought out this
unvarying fact, that the Lord's people were the few in comparison with
the world. The sermon on the mount in Matthew, the parables explained
in Mark, and the miracles recorded in Luke, all speak the same truths
that our Lord gave utterance to, as recorded in John's Gospel: "My
sheep hear my voice, and they follow me; and I give unto them eternal
life. No man can come unto me except the Father which hath sent mo
draw him." This is the line that separates between the world and tho
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Church; and at this present day those are the marks and evidences of
the Lord's family, and tho lack of these marks prove how true are the
words, "Strait is the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life,
and few there be that find it." The li fe of N ed vVright is a pleasing and
encouraging book; it has the charm of autobiography without egotism,
and it shows up the sunny side of religious efforts, that may have its use
in stimulating the indolent to exertion. Of clear and decided d Jctrine there
is none. It depicts simply spiritual life as developed in various facts that
are told with all the reality and raciness of truth. The remarkable
conversion of the man is given with simplicity. We might expect that
the inveterate drunkard, the notorious burglar, the cruel husband, the
dreaded neighbour, would be made an example of the terrors of the
Almighty in experience; but the Lord appears to have cut short the
work in righteousness, dropped life into hi.s soul, brought him to his
feet, and dealt with the man in a summary way, revealing a sense of sin
and a knowledge of salvation almost simultaneously; and results have
proved that the hand of the Lord was laid upon him with mighty power
in his feelings, and thus qualified him to go forth into his former haunts
in the energy of the Spirit, to" Tell to sinners round,
What a dear Saviour he had found."
There are three unvarying accompaniments of life divine, which are
common to all the family of God-a sense of sin, a cry for mercy, and a
feelin,r; need of JeSU8. "Whether the work be long or short, clear 01' dim;
whether begun in youth or age, in health or dying moments, it bears the
same stamp. Father Abraham and the expiring thief stand upon the
same level here; they felt sin, were taught to pray, and made feelingly
to look unto Jesus as the only way of salvation. But there is a foundation whereupon this work of grace stands, and what is it? The sovereign
irrespective will of Jehovah; who will have mercy upon whom He will
have mercy, and having chosen them in Ohrist unto salvation, unto salvation they must come. Covenant purpose is the standing of the Church,
whether they know it or not; and, if the foundations be removed, what
can the righteous do? Why, just what we see in the present day-tossed
about with error, the people of God are corrupted both in doctrine and
practice. They have departed from the simplicity of Christ; and, while
the better-taught renounce in experience free-will-to-do-good, they are
led away by false teaching to contradict their experience, and so plead
for a power they feel they do not possess; and thus they are kept in
bondage to a covenant of works, and the doctrines dignified by the
title of Evangelical is a religion dressed up in the linsey-woolsey garment of Arminianism and Calvinism, a contradictory and nullifying
mixture that presents to the mind the monstrous fallacy of two first
principles. Let it be God or Baal, works or grace-Divine or human
power; but both is an insult to common sense. " If it be works, then
is it no more grace;" and, if man can begin with God, he hath whereof
to glory, nor can he say with Jonah, "Salvation is of the Lord." In
the memoirs of Ned Wright we have brought before us, in his conversion, a wonderful display of divine sovereignty, and, in the touching instances given of conversions through his instrumentality, we trace
the same Almighty power. The history of the thief-conjuror is a
remarkable display of the sins, sufferings, and sorrows of a vagabond, a
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drunkard, and one hardened in crime. Somewhat alarmed as to his
state, he attended reluctantly a service in the Gospel Hall, and be had
not been long there, when a cry of fire was raised, and he hastened from
the building with the rest. He says, "The thought of fire in my condition of mind was very painful. I have been in prison awaiting my
trial, and when in my solitary cell it has been sad for me to think that
perhaps I'may.soon be banished from my friends, and my home, and my
country; but this feeling was nothing to that which filled my mind when
God appeared to say to me, 'The wicked shall be turned into hell, and
all the people that forget God.' These were some of my thoughts that
memorable evening; but finding Hq troubled spirit had no rest, I retraced
my steps to the Gospel Hall. I came hither, not of my own free will, of
that I am positive; but somehow I was under an influence I could not
resist. I went sorrowfully home that night, wept and prayed. It is trne
that I weep now, but they are tears of joy; for I am now on my way
rejoicing in a loving Saviour who has graciously plucked me as a brand
I from the burning. It is free grace and never-dying love that has made
, me happy. Oh, to think and know that God condescends to save a poor
. wretch like me! a poor sinner who has been branded twice with the
burning cat-o'-nine-tails, imprisoned for various crimes, a Sabbathbreaker, a drunkard, everything but a murderer, and close upon that;
and yet the blood of Jesus Ohrist, God's Son, has cleansed me from all
sin. What a blessed thought is that to me!"
Such like testimonies gleam through the memoir of N ed Wright. They
ring with the right sound, and bear the image of Him after whom they
are created. But we must draw a line. There are dead flies in the pot
of ointment, which is the evil of the day; that puts effects for causes, antI
makes the Lord's work wrought in man to appear as though it were
wrought by man. Hence we have the unscriptural demand made to _the
sinner, "Oome to Jesus," and the ignorant assertion, "God loves you;"
but even of this there is scant measure, the drift of the book being to
exhibit facts and not doctrines; but the~e facts tell their own tale. They
show forth God's election in saving sinners; the power of the Spirit in
the work of regeneration; the sovereignty of invincible grace in plucking
God's sheep as brands out of the burning; and far from building up poor
fallen, guilty sinners with a notion that they can come to God at tho
bidding of 3, sinful creature like themselves, such facts only declare
with trumpet-tongue, "He will have mercy upon whom He will have
mercy; and whom He will He hardeneth: and that it is not of him that
willeth, nor him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy." This is
the doctrine gathered from the facts in Ned Wright's memoir. Arminians
may play the part the magicians acted in the days of Moses, and attempt
to work miracles by converting sinners at their bidding; but results tell
their own tille, and the religion begun in hypocrisy, free will and se1£dependence is laid down when temptations and opportunity meet:" This
has been painfully proved in our own day, to which not a few can bear
unwilling testimony.
Books of the same class as the memoir ofNed Wright, but more unsound
in doctrine, are become numerous. They suit a sensational and Armi-

~

'" Mr. Froude, in a scholarly address delivered at St. Andrew's upon Calvinism, makrs
this remark: "\Vhen all other systems have failed, Calvinism has horne ever an inflexible
front to illusion and mendacity, and has preferreu mlher to be ground to powder like Ilint,
than to bend before violence or melt under enenating temptations."
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nian age. How the facts originate, and upon what foundation they rest,
no one stops to think. Man only is seen in the role, and hence his
efforts are deified; all that is acknowledged of God is lJ- wild universal
affection that is separated from powel', and incapable of effecting for all
men the good that He wishes all men should have. But every doctrine of
Arminianism is a blow at the omnipotence of God, and a direct contradiction of our Lord's prayer, "Father, I will that those whom Thou hast
given me be with me where I am, that they may behold my glory."

L.

THOUGHTS ON GENESIS-THE TRINrfY IN CREATION.
"And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness."GEN. i. 26.
WE may understand the "Let us" here mentioned as spoken by the
ever-blessed Trinity. Of Christ it is said, in Heb. i. 2, "By whom also
He [that is, the Father] made the worlds j" and in Col. i. 16, "All
things were created by Him, and for Him." "And He is before all
things, and by Him all things consist" (vel'. 17). Also in John i. 3:
" All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything
made that was made." And, as it was the Spirit of God that moved upon
the face of the waters, so also did He by His Spirit create man: "And
He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living
soul." " By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the
host of them by the breath of His mouth" (Psalm xxxiii. 6). Also Job
xxvi. 13: "By His Spirit He hath garnished the heavens." But it is
said, "In our image, after our likeness," which we may take to mean in
the .image of God, as seen through Christ, "who is the image of the
invisible God, the Firstborn of every creature" (Col. i. 15). Before
Christ appeared in the flesh, we can hardly imagine Him to have had a
body like our own; that is, nothing so material; because, when He
came to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, it was then He took
upon Him our nature, and is represented as saying to His Father, "A
body hast Thou prepared me."
No doubt God, foreseeing the likeness Christ would wear when upon
earth, and that He would be in all points like unto His brethren (sin
excepted), created man in that image; since God is a Spirit, and the
body which Christ now wears He took with Him into heaven, therefore
we understand Him as a living, personal Saviour.
W.

)

GOD, in covenant with His Son, undertakes to sanctify or renew the
hoarts of IIis people. "I am the Lord which sanctify you" (Lev. xx. 8).
" A new heart will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you"
(Ezek. xi. 10). And all this He does by His Spirit, restraining the evil
within, and leading forth the soul into holy dispositions and exercises, so
that tho mind and all her faculties are consecrated to God, and His people
are thu'> prepared for the enjoyment of the heavenly state, as saith the
Apostle, "Giving thanks unto the Father, who hath made us meet to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light" (Col. i. 12).
{l { SANCTIFICATION of character is election confirmed and redemption manij
, i
. '[ested.

I
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SOVER.EIGN, DISORIMINATING GRAOE.
"IIeo/rken unto me, ye stouthearted, that are far from righteousne38: I
bring near my righteousness; it shall not be far oJ!, and my salvation shall not
tarry: and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory."-IsAIAH xlvi.
12, 13.
"IIearlien to me, ye that follow after n:qltteousnes8, ye that seek the Lord:
look unto tll8 1'ock whence ye are hewn, ({nd to the hole of the pit whence ye (we
d~IJ,qed.
Look unto Abralutm your father, and unto Sarah that bare yon : for I
called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him. For the Lord "llall COntfort Zion: He will comfort all he?' waste places; and He will make ',er wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the parden of the Lord; Joy and .qladness
shall be found therein, thanksgivin.!J, and the voice of melody. HeM'ken unto
me, my people; and give ear unto me, 0 my nation: for a law shall proceed from
me, and I will make my JU(~!Jment to rest for a light of the people. My riglite01lsnesss is near: my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall JU~!Je the
people,. the isles shall wait upon me, and on m~'ne arm shall they trust. Lift up
your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall
1;ani8h away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a gar-ment, and they
that dwell therB1:n shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be fm' evet·,
and my nghteousness shall not be abolished. Hear'km unto me, ye tlUtt know
righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; fear ye not the reproacl. of
men, neither be afraid of their revilings."-IsAIAH li. 1-7.
THUS the voice of God calls now in the ears of the poor, hardened sinner:
" Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted, that are far from righteousness."
The stouthearted sinner is called upon to hearken.' Is there a message of
mercy for him? God's Word declares that he is far from righteousness;
but it does not stop thnre, it speaks of a better than human righteousness-of the Lord's Rig-hteousness! "I bring near MY Righteousness;
IT shall not be far off;" you are far from righteousness; you have no
righteousness of your own, you have no claim upon my righteousness,
but" I bring near my righteousness ;" and, whether you shall be clothed
with it or not, "it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry:
and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory."
" The stoutheRrted are spoiled, they have slept their sleep; and all the
men whose hands were mighty have found nothing." So was it with the
" stouthearted" in the days of old, and so it is with the stouthearted in
these latter days. There was a stouthearted Pharaoh; the Lord's righteousness was brou9'ht near unto him, but it brought to him no blessing.
The Lord's righteousness, brought near unto him, only served to harden
his heart and ripen him for destruction. There was the stouthearted
Ahab, and the stouthearted J ehu; very near was the Lord's righteousnes~
brought unto them, so near, that one, terrified with its throatenings,
<:lothed himself with sackcloth and went softly, whilst the other accomplished the purposes of the Lord in the destruction of the enemies of the
Lord. The Lord's righteousness was very near to both of them, but to
neither of them did the Lord reveal Himself as "the Lord their Righteousness." And there was Saul, the stouthearted King Sau!. 'rhe
righteousness of the Lord was brought near unto him i God gave him
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another heart, but the Word does not say" a new heart." The Lord's
righteousness was near, and not afar off, and yet it was too far off for the
salvation of these and multitudes of others of the stouthearted ones. God
placed "Salvation in ZION FOIl ISllAEL," HIS "GLOlW j" but these were
never in Zion, and so their stoutheartedness brought ruin upon them.
And now we may well ask the question, "If any are brought near by
the blood of Christ, who is it that ~aketh to differ? Even Him who
bringeth near lIis Rightevusness, who in the eternal covenant placed
"SALVATION IN ZIONFonIsRAEL" HIS "GLORY," whoserighteouseness "is
unto all and ujJon all them that believe."
'fhere is the heathen, the stouthearted Pharaoh, hardened! There is the
heathen, the stouthearted Nebuchadnezzar, bowed down under the mighty
hand of God. There is the stouthearted Saul of Rish left to himself and
destroyed; there is the stouthearted Saul of Tarsus, arrested by a voice
from heaven, and saved. The stouthearted Jeroboam given up; the
stouthearted Manasseh called in. The man after God's own heart, stouthearted in murder and adultery, yet pardoned and constrained to cry,
" Have mercy upon me, 0 God, according to Thy lovingkindness; according to the multitude of Thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions." So then, and so now, the heart of one great monarch of the
world, lifting himself up against his neighbour and the peaceable in.
habitants of a border land, and regardless of the mighty power of Gud,
uttering a murderous declaration of war, and his people joining with him
in the bloodthirsty cry to be led into the battle-field! The other
monarch-stouthearted, yet fearing God; his people stoutheart6d, too,
yet acknowledging that "the Lord reigns"! One monarch dethroned;
his empire swept away as in a moment, and his people left without a
ruler and without a God, to follow the satanic devices of their own hearts;
the other monarch humbling himself before God, acknowledging Him to
be the DisposeI' of nations, and his people following him in humble
dependence upon that arm which, as a nation, they had sought to honour.
Well may we, as look el'S on, exclaim, "The stouthearted are spoiled;
they have slept their sleep, and all the men whose hands were mighty
have found nothing." So everlastingly true is the Word of God. Proud,
stouthearted France, trodden in the dust, yet still raging against the
righteousness of the Lord-that righteousness brought near, but trampled
under the feet of the scorners; and proud, stouthearted Prussia, exalted
to the height of his ambition, honoured by God, and (in profession at
least) honouring him, the people rejoicing in the security of their homes
and singing" Te IJeums " to the God of their salvation. " I bring near
my righteousness, it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry."
Oh! for that righteousness to be brought home, by the Spirit of God, to
stouthearted old England-not only to be brought near, but to be brought
home. That righteousness brought home would break the stout heart of
the prince and the statesman, would humble the stout heart of the proud
peer, and break the stout heart of the Mdeast on the dunghill!
"Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted that are far from righteousness."
Yes; hearken unto Me! "Oh) ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord."
"Hear the word, ye dry bones! " "Hearken, ye stouthearted!" The message is the same-what the Lord will do. The message is to the dry bones
-not what they shall do, but what the Lord will do. The command is to
the stolltlwarted to hea;': it declares not what they shall do, but what
the Lord will do; not" believe, and 'lay hold of my righteousness i" but
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" I bring near my righteousness, it shall not be far off, and my salvation
shall not tarry; and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory."
Yes, salvation in Zion for ISRAEL MY glory. Because Israel is the Lord's
there is salvation for him, and because Israel is thus the glory of the Lord
his stouthearted ones are broken down, and the righteousness of God is
brought home unto them.
"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these array'd,
With joy shall I lift up my head."
And thus made" willing in the day of" God's" power," the poor sinner
says, "I will run in the way of Thy commandments, when Thou shalt
enlarge my heart," and the heart being set at liberty, and the stoutheartedness gone, and the penitent soul going forth in longings after
Jesus and His righteousness, the voice of God is again heard as in chap.
li., "Hearken unto me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek
the Lord." The" stouthearted" are now followers after righteousness;
they who were" far from righteousness" have felt the power of the Lord,
and are now seeking to live righteously in this present evil world, as
well as be saved by the imputed righteousness of Jesus. Think how full
of love and mercy is the Lord's address to them now: "Hearken unto
me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the Lord ;" not, as
formerly, "ye stouthearted," but" ye that seek the Lord." They had
not yet found the Lord, but they were seeking after Him; they had not
yet attained unto" the righteousness which is of God by faith," but they
were seeking after it. Were they seeking for it in the right way? Their
stoutheartedness was gone. They were broken down under conviction of
conscience; but, perhaps, as yet they knew nothing of the righteousness
of Jesus, which is "unto all and upon all them that believe;" perhaps they
were seeking to work out a righteousness by the deeds of the law; perhaps they were seeking thus to provide a righteousness of their own,
forgetting that the Lord had said, "I bring near my righteousness." "By
the law is the knowledge of sin," but by the law can no righteousness be
obtained. Be this as it may, they were seelcin.q the Lord, and were following after righteousness, and the Lord has said, "Then shall ye know,
if ye follow on to know the Lord." Spiritual life had now been imparted; the spiritually deaf ears had been unstopped, the spiritually
blind eyes had been opened, and He who had said, "I will bring the
blind by a way they know not, I will lead them in paths they have not
known," has now taken upon Himself to direct Israel, and he says,
"Look." He does not as '!let say, "look unto me and be ye saved." He
does not at this time say, "look away from yourselves, and look upon
the face of mine Anointed," but, "look to what you were in your nature
state, when you were dead in trespasses and sins, when you knew not
God and cared not to know Him." Ah! that look backwards must be
taken sometimes; we must remember what we were when lying on the
dunghill of.our corrupt nature, and that look will fill our hearts with
gratitude to Him who delivered us from it: "He bringeth the poor out
of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, that He may
set him among princes, and make him inherit the throne of His glory."
And so now, "Look to the rock whenco ye are hewn," (not, at this time,
to the rock on which He has set your feet,) "and to the hole of the pi
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whence ye were digged." See what you once were-stouthearted as
the rock from which you have been hewn; heardhearted as the rock
from which you have been cleft. Remember the state of sin and misery
in which you once were-tied and bound by the chain of your sins. "Look
to the rock whence you were hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence you
were digged." Look back! there is the rock, standing as it has ever stood;
no axe, nor hammer, nor chisel has passed over it; it is still rough and
unhewn-a shapeless mass. But you have been hewn off that rock; \
praise Him for it! You did not break off yourself from the rock, but by
His hand-the Spirit's hand-were you hewn off, and His hammer has
been oft upon you since that time; His chisel has not spared you. There
have been many cuttings and dressings, all required to fit the stone for
the building, all required to prepare you as a living stone for His spiritual
temple: and perhaps the process has been a severe one, bit by bit chipped
off, the old nature continually crucified. Praise Him for His work!
You are a living stone in His spiritual temple, of which, by and by, "the
top stone shall be brought forth with shoutings of grace, grace unto it."
And not only have you to look to the rock whence you were hewn, but to
the hole of the pit whence you were digged. You were digged out of
the pit, you did not dig yourselves out; you were passive in the pit of
nature, even as the clay in the hole of the pit, but HE digged you out;
it was the Spirit's work. You were like the clay which still remains in
the hole of the pit-shapeless, senseless, apparently useless. It may be
that the pit was horrible; it may be that the pit was miry; you were that
miry clay in the horrible pit; and, whilst you were there, you were senseless. David was there once, and he had to praise God for discriminating, saving grace-" He brought me up also out of the horrible pit,
out of the miry clay;" and the miry clay must be dug out. There was a
time when you had no desire to be made a vessel of honour for the
Master's use. You did not known that you were miry. You knew not
the Potter who was about to bring you out; but, as the potter diggeth
clay, and treadeth it, and tempereth it for his work, so the Lord the Spirit
dug you out of the pit of nature, and He has been preparing you, and
working you on the wheel, and fitting you for His service, and is even
now preparing you as a vessel for His honour and glory. Praise! oh,
praise Him for it! And, having looked back to the rock and the pit, to
the days when you lived" without hope and without God in the world;"
having seen the good hand of your God upon you in preparing you as a
stone for His temple, in moulding you as a vessel for the service of the
sanctuary, take another view, and all to the praise of discriminating
grace, to the praise of the sovereignty of J ehovah's love: "Look unto
Abraham your father, and to Sarah that bare you ;" it was Abraham that
begat you, it was Sarah that bare you. It wa!! that Abraham who was
an idolater in Chaldea, but" I called him forth thence to be my servant and
my friend, and I called him ALONE; I called not his kindred, but I called
him, and blessed and increased him."
" 'Twas I who made him hear my voice,
And leave bis father's borne."
And again, "For the Lord will comfort Zion; He will comfort all her
waste places." The world is a waste and a wilderness, but how comforting to be told by God Himself, that even in Zion there are waste placesthat even in Zion is a wilderness and a desert-that the Lord knows it,
A A
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and that these waste places are cared for by the Lord. " I will make her
wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord." Very
precious are these declarations of Divine love. Well, then, may the sinwearied, the down-hearted, believer rejoice, as, in reply to his complaint,
" My leanness, my coldness, my deadness," he hears the Lord's gracious
response, "I will comfort all her waste places." "I will make her
wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy
and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of
melody."
-'
But the Lord calls again j He has been carrying on His good work,
and grace has grown in the hearts of His hearers. They were the stouthearted ones j then they were the followers and the seekers j and now
the Lord addresses them as His people. "Hearken unto me, my people,
and give ear unto me, my nation." The work is still the Lord's-all
which HE will do. " A law shall proceed from me, and I will make my
judgment to rest for a light of the people. My righteousness is near;
my salvation is gone forth.
My salvation shall be for ever, and
my righteousness shall not be abolished." But the Lord does not stop
here; He has said, "I will work, and who shall let it ?"-and, when He
works, how the life of the soul prospers! How in grace the soul grows!
He grows £n .qrace, not pl'ogresses £n sanct~ficat£on. Growth in grace is
God's work, progressive sanctification is the work of man; God knows
nothing of that, but grace grows, and love increases as the faithfulness
of the Lord becomes more and more apparent. The Lord hath indeed
been faithful to His promise, and He now, in the last place, says,
"Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose
heart is my law." Here again is sovereign grace: the law of God is
in the hearts of His people-of those who so lately were the stout-hearted
ones, who were so far from righteousness. Said the Lord, "I will put
my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts;" and again,
" They shall be my people, and I will be their God;" and, "I will give
them one heart and one way, that they may fear me for ever for the good
of them j " and again,'" I will put my fear in their hearts that they shall
not depart from me."
.
Yes! "hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in
whose heart is my law." You know the righteousness of Jesus, that it is
for all and upon all them who believe, and you believe in Him.

l

" Jesus! harmonious name,
It charms tne hosts above;
They evermore proclaim,
And wonder at His love.

" His name the sinner hears.
And is from guilt set free;
'Tis music in his ears,
'Tis life and victory."

Oh! to have that sweet assurance-not merely to follow after ri,7;hteousness, not merely to seek the Lord, but to know righteousness-to be able to
appropriate it as one's own, and to realize with assurance those blessed
words of consolation which follow, "Fear ye not the reproach of men,
neither be ye afraid of their revilings." They are weak and £mpoterd as
the moth, and the worm shall destroy them as wool, but" my righteousness
shall be for ever, and my salvation from generation to generation."
" Salvation! Oh! the joyful sound!
'Tis music to our ears;
A sovereign balm for every wound,
A cordial for our fcars."

:(
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The righteousness of J eSlls! God declares that it is near. The salvation of Jesus-that it sb all not tarry. He will place salvation in Zion for
Israel His gl l'y! Poor, sinm'ng, hackslidinp Israel is yet the glory of the
Lord. ]I d lares that ilis salvation shall not tarry, yea, more than this,
that it is "00 E FORTH."
Of'Tis He that works to will,
Of'Tis
d the Spirit leads
'Tis He that works to do ;
In patlls before unknown,
Tb w I'k to be performed is ours,
His is the power by which we act,
His be the glory too."
Tb ~trength is all His own.
Kennett.
J. F. P.
THE THREEFOLD BAPTISM.
THE baptism of our Lord is one of those subjects with which we are so
well acquainted, that we are apt to pass it by with perhaps less attention
than we ought to b stow upon it. The truth is, that baptism, like the doctrine of the ministry of angels and many other truths, has been so overrat d by the Roman Catholic Church, that many Christians, because of
the exaggerated importance attached to it, shrink from even its mention.
But is this wise? Nearly every kind of error springs from undue prominence being given to some one truth. ThusWesley, in the laet century,
felt so strongly the invitations of the Gospels to sinners, that he overlooked the statements of Holy Scripture regarding individual election to
life. He grasped thoroughly the fact that "him that cometh unto Jesus
shall in no wise be cast out," but forgot the former part of the verse,
"All that the Father hath given the Son shall come," and no others.
But how shall we meet this omission ? Not by refusing to proclaim,
" Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest i" "Who oever will, let him take the water of life freely i" but by
asserting, together with this, that there is also another side to truth, and
that" it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that rllnneth, but of God
that sheweth mercy."
So with regard to baptism. I,et us meet error by the calm and confident proclamation of scriptural truth. If it has been declared that the
invariable conversion of the heart to God takes place in baptism, let us
not go to the other extreme, and deny the benefits of baptism, but let us
endeavour to show that though baptism introduces us into the profassing
Church, makes us inheritors of the "kingdom of heaven" upon earth, it
does not involve any saving knowledge of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus;
it does not make us members of the mystical body of God's dear Son.
We propose in this paper to trace the analogy between the baptism of
our Lord and that of His people. Our Lord's baptism may be regarded
as threefold. He was baptized with water, He was baptized with the
Holy Ghost or with fire, and he was baptized with blood. In St. Matthew
(c. iii.) we have the account of the first two of these-Christ's baptism
with water and the Holy Ghost. The Lord Jesus condescended to be
baptized of John, that by that He might be publicly set apart for His
mission. For thirty years (Luke iii. 23) He had lived in retirement.
It is worth Doticing that, under the law, thirty was the age for the
Levites to be set apart for the service of the temple (Num. iv. 3; 1 Chron.
xxiii. 3). Thus it was that the Saviour, who came to "fulfil all righteousness," even in the very minutest particular, obeyed the ceremonial as well
A A 2
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as the moral law. He came to "magnify the law and make it honourable, and bring in an everlasting righteousness." He fulfilled every re··
quirement of justice, yielding a strict and lifelong obedience, that the
"righteousness of God by faith might be unto all and upon all them that
believe," that they, in virtue of their union with Him, might be "complete in Him."
The fact of our Lord's waiting for thirty years before being baptized by
John, may also remind us of the necessity there is that all who are
designed for active work in the Master's vineyard should have their season
of preparation, the time when they may receive the anointing of the Spirit
of God for their work. Moses was eighty years being prepared for his
mission (compare Ex. vii. 7; Deut. xxix. 5). Suint Paul also spent much
time in retirement in Arabia (Gal. i. 17) before entering on the work of
his Apostleship. If, then, such men as Moses and St. Paul, and,
above all, our Divine Master, actually devoted so much time to obtaining
strength for their work, how essential must it he to ourselves!
Our great Example, then, after a period of thirty years, was baptized
in the Jordan. Here was His baptism of water. Following closely
npon this-so closely, in fact, as to be sometimes confounded with itwas His baptism of the Holy Ghost. When He was (,'Ome up out of the
water, THEN were the heavens opened, and the Spirit descended like a
dove (Matt. iii. 16). It was by the indwelling of this Holy Spirit that
He wrought those wondrous miracles of love on the bodies of men
(Matt. xii. 28); and, above all, it was by the Spirit being given Him
without measure that His humanity was strengthened so that He endured
the cross; and it was "through the Eternal Spirit" that He "offered
Himself without spot to God." In every step of His earthly life we may
see Him as man dependent upon His Father, holding communion with
His Father, receiving help from His Father; and all this by the power
of the Holy Ghost. What we may call our Lord's third baptism was His
baptism of suffering.
"Are ye able," said He to J ames and John, "to drink of the cup
that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am
baptized with ?" " I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I
straitened till it be accomplished." "Father, if Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me: nevertheless, not my will, but Thine, be done."
In all these passages His baptism of suffering is clearly referred to.
Into that fearful agony of Gethsemane, which no mortal eye beheld,
when that pure and holy Sufferer was bowed down to the earth in agony
by the weight of His people's sins; into that, if possible, more mysterious anguish on the cross, which caused that exceeding bitter cry, "My
God, why hast Thou forsaken me?" when He was drinking the very
dregs of the cup, we dare not penetrate. We stand amazed.
" See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown P"
He suffered with a twofold object. One, of course, was that we might,
by His atoning blood, be made "heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ;" might receive forgiveness of sins, with all other benefits of His
passion; and the other, that He might be able to sympathize with His
children.
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Sympathy means" suffering with." Hence you cannot really tlympathize
with another, unless you have yourself been through the same experience
as that other. Thus, none but a mother can sympathize with a mother;
thus, again, only the man who has passed through severe spiritual conflict can sympathize with a brother who is feeling "fightings within and
fears without." ·It is often said, "Why are really useful ministers of
God so much tried?" Is it not that, by being brought into the
depths of affliction and disappointment and darkness, they may know
how to deal tenderly with those committed to their care, and comfort
them with the comfort wherewith they themselves have been comforted
of God?
Now God, as God, though He could love and pity, could not, we may
say with reverence, sympathize with the trials of men; and this was the
great, though secondary, reason of the passion. Jesus being made in all
points like us, sin only excepted; having been compassed about with
infirmities; having gone through every form of temptation; having been
persecuted by men, and forsaken even of His Father, can now " suffer
with" every individual member of His body.
What is your trial, your difficulty, your experience, which you think is
peculiar to your own case? Oonsider Jesus. What is there that He did
not bear? What trial is there that He did not go through? Absolutely
not one. Remember He is "touched with the feeling of your" individual" infirmities;" and you may therefore go "boldly to the throne of
grace," and there, in God's own time, you shall experience that sympathy for which you pant in your loneliness, and which will be infinitely
more precious to you than was ever the cold stream of limpid water to
the thirsty and fainting traveller.
Let us now briefly glance at the 'parallel between our Lord's baptism
and that of each one of His elect children.
.
1. As He was baptized of water, so are they. Presented to God in
infancy, on the strongth of their parents and god-parents being believers,
they are consecrated to Ohrist's service; admitted to share the privileges
of membership with the visible Ohurch-the "kingdom of heaven," as
the Oatechism calls it-put under Ohristian influences; and, in short, have
all done for them that man can do.
n. They are baptized of the Spirit, and by the mighty power of Divine
grace converted to God. They, by faith, lay hold on the blood and righteousness of Jesus, and are thus justified. They receive the substance, of
which baptism was the shadow-the outward sign. They are humbled
to the very dust in their own eyes; they are led to a humble trust in the
Lord Jesus; they are onabled to love what once they hated, and to hate
what once thoy loved. The whole course of their life is changed. Old
things have passed away, and all things are become new to them. God,
whom before thoy dreaded, is their chief joy. The salvation of Ohrist,
which they nevor felt interest in before, is now the one subject on which
they love to dwell.
Such a cballg'o as this we may well call miraculous. And what is the
secret of it? '1'hey, according to the promise, have been baptized with
the Holy Ghost-with fire.
nL 'fhey also, like their Lord, have their baptism of suffering. Like
St. Paul, they have to "fill up that which is behind" (Ta VITTEp1/}lam); or,
more exactly, the deficiencies" of the afflictions of Ohrist" in their flesh.
That is to say, that as there was a certain amount of suffering appointed

310

Tile Gospel MagaZz"1Ze.

for the Son, as His people's Substitute, so there is a certain amount of
suffering, not, indeed, propitiatory suffering (God forbid), but disciplinary
suffering, appointed for each of the members of the mystical body. Just
as Ohrist was, so far as Hit:! office as Saviour was concerned, made "perfect through suffering," so they are, in a different sense, made" perfect"
thus.
In them, as they individually feel, there still remains the old Adam,
which must be crucified, evil affections which must 1e mortified, earthliness which must be refined, selfishness whi~h must be expelled, and selfseeking which must be swallowed up in desiring Ohrist's glory. Above
all there lurks within an" evil heart of unbelief," which, to some Ohristians,
causes sorrow and darkness ulluttera ble, so that, by fearful experience,
they learn to say, "The heart knoweth its own bitterness i" and this unbelieving spirit, which mars their usefulness, and destroys their peace,
must, by "prayer and fasting," be cast out.. Is not, then, this life-long
struggle, involving, as it does, many a bereavement, many a loss, many a
cutting off of the right hand, and plucking out the right eye, indeed a
baptism of suffering?
In conclusion, then, as our Lord's baptism of water and the Spirit was
followed by the temptation and by suffering, so are the baptism and conversion of His children. Of each of them it is said, "I have chosen thee
in the furnace of affliction."
Again, as our Lord's suffering was followed by His triumph, so will
theirs be followed by eternal victory. Let them try and grasp this fact
that, though they" go through fire and through water," they shall be
brought out into a "wealthy place;" that, though now they weep and
lament, they shall, ere long, see Him whom now they love, and enter into
that Presence which gives fulness of joy, and enjoy uninterrupted communion with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Ohrist.
St. Catharine's College, Cambridge.
J. BENNETT.
HEART TEAOHING.
How blessed to be able to commit our care to God, leave it with Him, and
feel sweet peace in the soul! They used to say of old, Tah"ng care was God's
part, and casting care was the believer's pal·t, but both are God's work,
for you cannot cast your care on God unless He make you; you wish to do
it always, but you cannot. Why can't you? 0, because it is a matter
of privilege, and you can only cast your care as God enables you. Then
lit is easy work, and then, though everything' around is calculated to deipress, discourage, and perplex you, yet when God gives you to cast your
care upon Him, your gloomy fears and anxious cares all fly, and you feel
you can trust Him with your all. "This is the work of God that ye
believe," and truet comes out of faith, and then we feAI the difference
between head teaching and heart teaching.
Mr. Oollyero\' used to say, man began with the head and hoped to get at
the heart, but God begins with the heart and gets up through it to the
head. Now I dare say you who are taught by God can confirm this.
How ignorant you once were of Divine tmth, though you lIJay be persuaded you were a living soul at that time. Why you were at a point
about nothing, you did not know what truth was, nay more, you did not
think it was truth, you were once so ignorant. But the saints must be
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taught of God and instructed in Divine truth, and then they enjoy it.
It suits them. They feel what ruined things they are; all their fancied
religion has been cut down, ripped up, torn away, and this was preparative work for the coming of Ohrist, and to such He says, "Come unto
me," for He has come unto them; all the offers of man go for nothing,
all wooing and coaxing of poor man is worth nothing, the offers and invitations of mere man only distress the taught family of God, but, when
Jesus says with power, Come unto me, then "they come that were ready
to perish," and they can feed and lie down securely too. You have a
sweet wurd in Ezek. xxxiv., 14, 15, and 28. David says the same, "I'll not
be afraid." Now you may be afraid ofmany things, of death and judgment,
, but God can take it all away. How many of God's people have been tor1mented with the fear of death, the article of death; but, when it has come,
, God has taken all their fears away. You see God defies all foes whe,n
,He appears. " None shall make them afraid." God's people are so full
of fears, that this is the cause we have so many sweet reiterations of fear
not. ~ixty-five times it i relli'~ed _i!0h.!'l
ord, and it is our mercy not to
be let smoothly toglide down the stream of a dead profession and awake
up in hell. "The fear of the wicked it shall come upon him." But say
some, God's people have their fears, and the repr01>~te have their fears,
what is t wuill'erence between them? Now tne'alfference consists in this,
the way they both get rid of them. The wick.ed have'their fears. Yes, indeed: \
poor sinner, you have: Terrible fears of death and hell glance through your
mind sometimes, and how do you yet rid of them? by the world, by its
pleasures; its gains; or perhaps by flying to the outward forms of reli- ,
gion, or to something you can do, or hope to do. But how is it with the
,people of God? What quiets their fears? A word from the Lord; a promise
! spoken to the heart; a look from Jesus; a sweet whisper from Him; times
of refreshing from His presence; a casting of the sinful, soul upon His
blood; His d.oing; His dying j a 'look into His truth; the sweet supI plies of the Gospel; a call into the presence chamber; these remove fear
lfor the time, though thoy come back again, through sin, through contact
with the world, and the mighty power of evil within which grasps all the
evil without, and draws on fear and doubt and conflict.
But, say you, yea, if God makes His people hate sin, h~w is it I find
something in me that lik!lS it?
To be sure youA.2:- There is an old nature as well as a new, and with
the flesh we love and serve sin, and like it well. You cannot mend thl!t
matter, hence the injunctions ill the W0rd and warnings to the Church
against this old nature and its cursed influence, and thid makes you long
for the time when it shall plague you no more. The holiness of God's
people at best is only compiLrative; it is but poor, for sin spoils it all .
. A Love wo shall have the perfections of holiness-here it is but partial; and
uh, why not more anxious for that blest abode? Why so anxious to squeeze
our comfort from things below? Why so anxious to make smuoth nest.s
hore for ourselves to rest in? 0, 'tis our mercy for God to spoil them all,
to kiek them to pieces, to bid us have done with hopes from earth, and
lift our hopes to Heaven, where we shall enjoy endless peace, unsinning
holiness, and perfect love for ever and ever.
J. A. W.
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by the regenerating grace of God, or hereafter with the destroying torments of hell.
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JESUS ONLY.
UPON that grand occasion, the transfiguration of Christ, we find that at
the sound of the voice which came from the bright cloud, Peter, J ames,
and John fell on their faces, and were sore afraid. Our Lord, with His
wondrous gentleness, came and touched them, and said, "Arise, and be
not afraid. And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man,
save Jesus only." Truly happy are they who find Christ with them in the
hour of dread and fear.
" Jesus only" should be our constant motto. He is the unchangeable
One; "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
Everything else deserts us-not so with Him.
"They who once His kindness prove,
Find it everlasting love."
Let us enumerate som'e of the things which may fail us:1st. Our health.-We may be blest with it to-day; we may lose it tomorrow; or it may be imperceptibly taken from ns, so that we may be
bereft of it without our suspecting it. Of all earthly blessings, perhaps,
health is the most to be desired; and yet the healthiest person must some
day lose it, and find that it has failed him.
But not so Christ Jesus. He will never fail, but will be with the
believer in the hour of disease and pain, and make all his bed in his
sickness. Happy he who has such a Physician and tender-hearted
Master near to him in the hour of prostration and weakness!
2nd. Our wealth may fail.- W e are told, on the highest authority, that
riches make to themselves wings and flyaway; and sometimes we help to
make the wings. The Scriptures may well describe them as uncertain
riches. How many have lost all they had as it were in a moment! The
failure or unfaithfulness of one in whom they confided; a profligate
child; the mismanagement of a company in which they have invested
their all: these, and many unlooked-for events, may cause them to find,
to their deep sorrow, that their wealth has failed.
But not so Christ. He is very near to His children in such moments,
as we have described, poming in balm to their wounded spirits, and
comforting them as one whom his mother comforteth.
3rd. Our bU8~'ne88 may fail.-However careful a man may be, he may
find that his trade is declining. Perhaps, in the present day, this is more
possible than in days that are past. New fashions, new modes, new
people, and many other causes, may effect a complete change in what we
are engaged. We may find that we have outlived the generation which
should have benefited us. How sweet, at such a time, to feel and know
that Jesus is the same! Amid all the reverses, which may be truly
termed the storms of life, He says to His people, "It is I; be not
afraid."
"'Tis enough for God to say,
, I'll feed my people with my band ;'
Heaven and earth shall pass away,
But His decree shall stand."
4th. Relatives and friends may fail.-How many have found such to be
like broken reeds that pierced them through with many sorrows. Yes, and,
if they remain faithful dming life, yet death will soon deprive us of them.
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Who that has lived long but has found, in lookil:~ round his family circle,
large gaps? Friends and relatives whom we once loved, and took
sweet converse with, gone to that bourn from which no traveller returns.
Oh, what lamentations the world is filled with, of those who weep for the
departed, and l' fuse to be comforted! These cisterns have all failed.
What a blessed thing, then, to have the everlasting fountain to go to!
" When all created streams are dried,
Thy fulness is the same;
May I with this be satisfied,
And glory in Thy name."

)

Blessed are they who find that Christ remains unchanged and will never
leave them.
5th. Our comforts may fa£l.- We all seek comfort. All desire to pass
through this world easily and comfortably. But how uncertain is the
foundation of eal·thly comforts! Happy, prosperous to-day; the next we
may be unhappy, unsucc ssful, in pain, wretched.
In such a time, what a privilege to be able to say,
"I know Thy will is right,
Though it may seem severe;
Thy path is still unsullied light,
Though dark it may appear."
Such will be the experience of those who derive their comfort from Him
who never changes, but is always the same.
Returning to our motto, "Jesus only," we observe that Jesus only must
be our salvat£on.
"There is no other name given among men whereby we must be
saved." The blood of Jesus alone can cleanse us from all sin. "None
but Christ can do helpless sinners good." We must not mix our own
works with His. We must say with the immortal Toplady,
"Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress,
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die."
6th. Jesus only rema£ns tl!e same £n H£s offices.-He is our great High
Priest who has entered into the holiest for us. He advocates our cause.
The Father heareth Him always. Do we wish to know what He is
now? Read what He was when upon earth. "He went about doing
good;" "He was meek and lowly in heal't;" "He came to seek and to
save that which was lost." And He is the same tender-hearted Shepherd.
A change of circumstances has not changed Him, for He is not like earthly
friends who frequently forget those above whom they have been acci- ·1',
dentally raised. There is not a sorrow or a care, dear reader, but what , l.
you may take to Him. He will listen to your complaints. He is never
weary of your going to Him. His heart is the same. He only is
unchanged.
" Touch'd with a sympathy within,
He knows our feeble frame;
He knows what sore temptations mean,
For He has felt the same."
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7th. Jesus only should be our Joy and song.-If we substitute anybody or
anything else for our joy and song, our singing will be turned into
mourning; but, if we make Him our joy and song', as He is our salvation,
then we shall have meat to eat that the world knows nothing of.
" 'Tis pleasant to sing
The sweet pi'aise of om' King,
As here in the valley we move:
'T will be pleasanter still,
When we stand on the hill,
And give thanks to our Saviour above."
8th. Jesus only must be our example.-Good meD; to a certain extent, may
be our examples, but they are all fallible, all imperfect. Christ only is
faultless. Oh, for grace ever to set Him before us, as the artist sets or
places his model before him. Oh to be more like Him, and to feel with
the Psalmist that we shall never t-e "satisfied till we wake up after His
likeness !" Happy morning, when we shall "see Him as He is" and
" know Him as He is known!" Till then, may we have grace to "put
on all the armour of God," and tread in the footsteps of Him who
pleased not Himself, but was sllbmiRsive, lowly, and meek.
9th. Jesu,s only must be OUI' suppo·/'t -in the fwur of deat/t.-If He is not, it
will be indeed a dark valley. vVretched and dreary is that pa sRge to
the man without Christ. We all know how poor human nature shrinks
from the approach and the thought of death. But the believer has a
sweet promise that" at evening time it shall' be light." We shall then
feel" the everlasting arms underneath us," and say with the poet,
" How can we sink with such a prop
As bears the world and all things up ?"
To know that Christ is with us, that "His rod and His staff comfort us,"
is indeed to rob death of its sting, and the grave of its victory.
"Lord, it is not life to live,
If Thy presence Thou deny;
Lord, if Thou Thy presence give,
'Tis no longer death to die."
Therefore, beloved, may we be "stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as we know that our labour is not in
vain in the Lord."
E. W.
WHAT IS EXPERIMENTAL
E
preaohing i that whioh n bIos a minister to tell his
hearers, from his own experi n ,what a; t the truth he is preaching
has had upon and in his own ou.! ; how h oame to believe in it, and
love it.
The experimental preacher is not a man-pI a. r, nor a flatterer; neither
is he likely to gather around him, as his on tant hearers, money-loving,
coveteous, worldly-minded, light, proud, solf-righteous, and hypocritical
prot ssors.
• not only quotes Scripture, but, through the power of the Holy
Spit'it, Ite is enabled at times to open it. vVhen he preaches upon the
dootrines of the Gospel-say, for instance, God's eternal election of His
ExPERIMENTAL
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people in Ohrist before all worlds-he can give a reason why he believes
it to be a vital truth, and how the Lord revealed it to his soul, and made
it precious to him; so that he feels as certain it is of God as he does of his
own existence, and could n t, with a good conscience, smother it in his
ministry, and thus le ep it back from the people from fear of offending
those to whom it was not given to believe it, and receive it in the love
thereof. When his heart is inflamed with a sweet sense of electing love, a
person may as well try to prevent the rays of the sun from teaching the
earth as to try to stop his mouth or shut it from publishing it to his
hearers; yes, and in such a way as to make them feel that he does not
hold it merely as an opinion, or notionally, but believes it, and feels it to
be the truth as it is in Jesus, and finds it as marrow and fatness to his / "
soul. Head-religion has notion in it; Ohrist's religion has motion in it. /
When he preaches on the fall of man, human depravity, the sinner's
guilty and helpless condition, he can tell his hearers how the blessed
Spirit convinced him that he was lost, and "ruined in the fall;" how the
dark and impure stato of his understanding and heart were shown to him;
how he was led to see and feel he was a law-condemned sinner; and that,
if God dealt with him solely upon law grounds, he must be lost to all
eternity. He can tell what it is in his feelings to stand lik~ a prisoner
quaking at the bar, who is undergoing his trial for a capital offence, and
not knowing how it will go with him, whether he will be acquitted or
condemned.
When he preaches the Lord Jesus Ohrist, he can tell his hearers how
the eternal Spirit revealed to his solil the truth about Him; how He led
him from Sinai to Oalvary, and showed him the suitability of Jesus to his
wretched case; how His blood atoned for his sins; how Jesus put it away
by the sacrifice of Himself; how He "suffered the Just for the unjust,
that He might bring them to God;" how He bore his sins in His own
body on the tree; how, by His life, sufI'erings, death, and resurrection, the
law was fulfilled, justice satisfied, death and hell conquered, the door of
heaven opened, His sins forgiven, and His soul justified, washed, and
"without spot or wrinkle or any such thing." Now, when he preaches
Ohrist in this way, his heart has a fire in it ; a heavenly glow is felt in his
soul, a door of utterance is open to him, the water flows, and his preaching is like "a flowing brook," and not like a stagnant pool. His
spiritually-discerning hearers can see that Ohrist lives and speaks in him,
and that He is the life of his ministry. When he speaks of " the horrible
pit and miry clay," he can tell how the Holy Spirit showed him he was
in that state, and how the Lord Jesus brought him up out of it, set his
feet upon a rock, and put a new Bong in his mouth.
When he speaks of J onah's belly of hell, he can tell what it is to be
there, and how he coulll, when the Lord delivered his soul therefrom,
feeling'ly sny, "Salvation is of the Lord."
'When he speaks of Jeremiah's low dungeon, he can tell what sinkings
of soul he has felt there, and how the Lorll heard his cries, drew near,
an d Raid, "Fear not! "
,Vhen he speaks of the deserts and wildernesses through which the
"pilgrims and strangers" travel to the Letter country, he can tell something of the mists and fogs, pits and quagmires, which he meets with
while journeying to the heavenly kingdom.
,Vhen he speaks of Satan's temptations he can tell what their effects are
upon him, how alarmed he feels when the old lion roars in his ears, and
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day after day solicits him to sin, urging him as it were to it, making him
feel afraid if the temptation does not abate he will be sure to fall; foeling
like a person pushed forward contrary to his will towards some dangerous
precipice, into which he must drop, unless quickly arrested. He can
testify how the Saviour succours in temptation, helps him to bear it, ancl
displays His wisdom in making a way out of it; after which he feels the
truth of the words, "The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of
temptations. "
When preaching of the Holy Spirit's work in guiding, and calling the
soul of a redeemed sinner, he can tell how He worked in him, called him,
quickened him, broke his heart, enlightened his mind, produced a cry in
hjs soul, laid him low in the dust before a holy God; how he was wounaed,
and then healed; killed, and then made alive; brought down, and then
raised up; made to feel his naked and destitute condition; and then had
;\
the best rohe brought forth to cover him-a ring put on his hand, shoes
on his feet, the fatted calf killed, and thus knows what it is to be lost,
and to be found, to eat, and to be merry.
When he preaches of the believer's conflict between the flesh and the
Spirit, the old man of sin and the new man of grace, he can enter into it
from a feeling sense of its truth, known and felt in his soul. He knows
that every Abel has a Cain, every lsaac an lshmael, every J acob an Esau,
every David a Saul, every Hezekiah a Sennacherib, and every MOl'decai
a "wicked Haman."
I
He can tell that in his flesh dwelleth no good thing; that his comelineE's
it! turned in him into corruption, that his heart is deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked; and that when he would do good, evil is
present with him. Rom. vii. is by him known and felt to be a faithful"
description of the conflict between nature and grace, flesh and Spirit,
when felt in the soul by the gracious teachings of the Holy Spirit.
He can declare from experience that it is "the Spirit that quickeneth,
and that the flesh profiteth nothing;" that these are contrary the one to
the other, so that he cannot do the things that he would; that the Holy
Ghost is the only effectual Teacher of" the truth as it is in Jesus," the
only Comforter, and He by whom Christ is called Lord, and by whose
witness with his spirit he knows he is a child of God. He dwells much
in his ministry upon the necessity of the Holy Spirit in reg neratin th
soul, in revealing the things of Jesus unto it, in tirring it up, and
ping it alive to God,-producing true repentan ,faith, and hp, j y and
peace ther in. He knows that sermon-pr a hin , h w v l' 8 und, produces no truly profitable effects, glorifying to
d and U8 fu! to sinners,
without His graoious unotion. He does not £ 1 at all at home in dwelling on the inexperieno d prea her's comm n note of "Do, do, do," but
loves to sound aloud the gl riou n to of"
ne, done, done." He does
not, nor can he, open bis discours with th ommon old rusty key of freewill, which does not unlock the doOl's of Gasp 1 store-bouses ; but he uses,
by the Holy Spirit's direction, the uncommon, bright, and well-worn key of
free-grace, which opens the doors leading into the rich and full granaries
of Gospel mercy, truth, and love, out of which supplies are given to tbe
hungry and thirsty" without money and without price." He never tells
th d ad sinner to do the work of the living God; but points out his lost,
guilty, and helpless condition; that he has destroyed himself, and that his
h lp rnuat me from the Lord. He warns him that if he die without
true l' p ntan e he must perish (Luke xiii. 3); if he' die without true faith

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

:317

in the Lord Jesus Christ he must be damned (Mark xvi. 16); if he die
without being born again of water, and of the Holy Spirit, he cannot
enter into the Kingdom of God (John iii. 5).
When he pr a hes th precepts, ho knows from experience that no
unconverted person can keep th m; that they are spiritual, and that a
man needs spiritual p wer and gra e to observe them with his whole
heart j and do them to the glory of God. He feels there must be Gospel
grace in the heart before there can be the practice of Gospel precepts in
the life. He is no enemy to the precepts; but what he contends for is,
that they cannot be performed by the dead in sin, or the dead in a
profession; only by such renewed in the spirit of their mind, and in
whom the Holy Spirit works both "to will and to do of His good
pleasure. "
When he preaches about the promises, he knows he has no hand to
take one of them to himself; except it be given him, he cannot self-appropriate them, but feels he n ds the blessed pirit to apply them with
power to his soul. He is taught this truth: "A man can receive nothing
except it be given him from heaven" (John iii. 27). He can see and
read them in the Bible, when he cannot taste the sweetness of one of
them in his oul; hence he finds the Lord brings him into paths of tribulation, temptation, perplexity, affliction, darkness, and difficulty, in order
to make him experimentally acquainted with his own impotency ana God's
omnipotency in applying His precious promises with power to his soul;
which heals it when wounded, lifts it up when low, encourages it when
desponding, quickens it when "full of heaviness," refreshes it when
barren, cheers it when gloomy, strengthens it when weak, restores it
when wandering, rejoices it when sorrowful, warms it when cold,
enlightens it when sitting or walking in darkness, and emboldens it when
timid and fearful.
When the Lord thus gives a promise, it is with the design to accomplish a great work. Oh, how a word from the Lord props up the sinking
soul!
Lately the writer had a few words, he believes, given him from the
Lord, which were very helpful to his soul. His mind had been perplexed
previously not a little. While walking a short distance from his home, a
soft and sweet melting feeling dropped into his soul, drawing it out unto
the Lord. As it increased, he began to ask the Lord what was coming,
knowing from past experience that something unusual generally followed
such visits to his soul. While going on the road, asking the Lord to give
him a word, the words flowed into his mind, "Say ye to the righteous
that it shall be well with him." 'l'his was a great help, especially the
wordll, "It shall be well with him." Just after, he began to think of
the character, " the righteous," and the" him;" "It shall be well with
him."
A doubt springing up in his mind whether he was the" him" or not
in the text, he began to ask the Lord to give him another word more
personal. Soon afterwards, the twenty-third Psalm was brought with
power to his soul, "The Lord is' my Shepherd, I shall not want," &c. ~
He felt he could use the words truly, without speaking falsely. Here he
had the word" my," "The Lord is my Shepherd," and could use it with'
feeling assurance the Lord Jesus was his Shepherd.
Several other clauses in the Psalm were blessed to his soul. How it
melted his heart, humbled him before the Lord, and constrained him to
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weep tears of joy! Several persons passed along the road at the time
his soul was so blessed, and he thought some of them would stop and
ask him what was the matter, as he felt he could with difficulty refrain
from crying aloud. Now, affairs near his heart came up fresh into his
mind while under the influence of this gracious visit-such as tho little
cause he is placed over, the building of a new chapel, and the best
interest of one who is the nearest of all earthly friends to his heart.
How he felt he would return home, antI tell her how the Lord had
appeared to his soul. But, when he got there, he could not do so. The
good Lord pardon his bashfulness in this particular! How very difficult
he has felt it many times to talk in a right spirit to his earthly relations
and friends about the Lord and His gracious dealings! Yet he often
tries to speak to the Lord about them. How blessed to have a word from
the Lord! Reader, are you longing for one?
Bodily affiiction soon came after this refreshing visitation to' his soul,
so that he could not fulfil his engagements. He had some impression on
his mind that it was the Lord's will he should stay at home and write
this paper. If it be the IJord's will, may He bless it to some poor tried
servant of His! "He doeth all things well." Oh, for a heart to say,
" The will of the Lord be done!"
The experimental minister does not tell his free-will hearers, if he has
any, to do for themselves what the free grace of God has done for him;
does not call upon the dead to do the acts of the living, upon nature to
bring forth the fruits of grace. His preaching does not fut'ni h food for
the vanity of the vain mind, fancies for the fanciful mind, nor y t fleshpleasing things for the fleshly mind. Being taught to feel his weakness,
touched upon the hollow of his thigh, he goes limping, and is often' led
to speak so as to help those in similar paths or conditions as himself.
Being" a li.mping beggar" himself, he is the means of blessing to such
in the same state who hear him.
(To be continued. )

THE ROCK THAT IS HIGHER THAN 1.
THE Church of God, while in the wilderness, will always find comfort in
praying, or in breathing out the desires of the heart unto the Lord.
he
will always be placed in circumstances in which she has many thingll to
ask for. The most becoming state of the Church is that in wlli h ,h i
th L I'd
found crying unto th Lord to bestow some bles in ; 1 kin
Jto grant some sp ial holp, she will always be mad t £ 1 h r d pendence upon the Lord. Notbing is more injuri u t the soul than the
feeling of self-suffioi n Y j it i a rtain for runn I' of departure from the
Lord. At one time avid wo. t rnpt d with thi £ ling of elf-suflioi noy.
In my prosperity I said,
hall n v r b mov d. L l'd, by Tby faY ur
Thou hast made my mountain t 8to.nd tl' n ." 'l'h
rd did n t o.ppr v
.of this self-sufficient spirit in avid:" h u lid t bid Thy fa ,and I
was troubled "!(Ps. xxx. 7). A living u1 ann t ndtH' th hiding of
the Lord's face; David could not, and th r ot' h a , 4/ ri d to Thee,
o Lord; and unto the Lord I mad auppJi ti n" (Pa. xxx. 8). This
crying unto the Lord, was a much mol' b
IDiog state for David, than
that in which he felt he should never be mav d. In the one state he was
strong in his own etrength, in the other he was as helpless as a child,
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feeling himself entirely dependent upon the sovereign power of the Lord.
Ah, this is a blessed state to be found in! On one occasion David said:
" Hear my cry, 0 God j attend unto my prayer. From the end of the
earth will I cry unto 'fh ,wh n my h Ilrt is overwhelmed: lead me to
the Rock that i higher than I" (P . lxi. 1, 2). There are times in the
experience of the true Ohristian when his heart is overwhelmed with
grief. God's dealings in providence and in grace are often such as to
cause him to say, as the expression of his heart" Overwhelmed with sharp afflictions,"
To Thee, my God, I cry;
Bow'd down with strong convictions,
Deep in the dust I lie."
In such a state of mind, how expressive is the prayer of the Psalmist,
"Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I." There are two things in
this prayer which are well worth looking into. The first thing is, The
Rock. The second thing is, The Church's Prayer in regard to the Rock.
1. The Rock.-The Lord Jesus is clllled by a variety of names and titles
in the Scriptures. He is the one Great Person of Scripture. All the
types and figures, all the names and titles centre, and are explained in
Him. By" 'fhe Rock," David refers to the Lord Jesus Ohrist; for he
says in another place, "The Lord is my Rock, and my Fortress, and my
Deliverer." "For who is God, sa'l'e the Lord? and who is a Rock, save
our God?" (2 Sam. xxii. 2, 32.) The Lord Jesus, therefore, is the Rock
of the Ohurch. Here notice the description which the Scriptures give of
this Rock.
1. He is an eternal Rock.-There was a period when there was no
earth, no sea, neither sun, moon, nor stars; only Jesus existed with the
Father and the Spirit. He so existed from all eternity. Though the
human nature of Jesus had a beginning, Jesus, as God's Son (JehovahJesus), never had a beginning: "I was set up," he says, "from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no
depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding
with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was
I brought forth: while as yet He had not made the earth, nor the fields,
nor the highest part of the dust of the world. When He prepared the
he>avens, I was there: when He set a compass upon the face of the depth:
when He established the clouds above: when He strengthened the fountains of the deep: when He gave to the sea His decree, that the waters
should not pass His commandment: when He appointed the foundations
of the earth: then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and
I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him; rejoicing in the
habitable part of His earth j and my delights 'Y.-er!l.with the sons of men"
(Prov. viii. 23-31). These words of Jesus, by the pen of the wise man,
clearly teach the pre-existence-the etern£ty of Him who is the Rock of
the Ohurch. Moreover, the Holy Ghost, by the pen of Paul, says, "By
Him" (the Lord Jesus) "were all things created that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and
for Him: and He is before all things, and by Him all things consist"
(001. i. 16, 17). If Jesus, the Rock of the Ohurch, were not eternal, He
could not give eternal life to His people. But Jesus has promised this:
" I give unto t,hem eternal life," sal's Jesus; and, because the Rock of the
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Church is eternal, therefore His purposes of love and mercy are eternal;
and because these are eternal, therefore, like Himself, they are unchanO'eable. This unchangeable nature of the Rock is a ground of comfort to the
Church of God; "For," He says, "I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of J acob are not consumed" (Mal. iii. 6). The doctrine of
the Rock of the Church, being eternal, is therefore a blessed doctrine. It
is the foundation of the Gospel plan, and" If the foundation be destroyed,
what shall the rigbteous do?"
2. He is a smitten Rock.-When Israel were in the desert, Moses was
commanded to strike the rock, and the waters gushed out to quench their
thirst. Now, the smitten rock was a type of Him who is the Rock of the
Church. The language which the Holy Ghost puts into the mouth of the
Church is, " Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet
we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God" (Isa. liii. 4). "Vhy was the
Rock of the Church smitten? To satisfy the demands of law. As the
Surety of the Church, taking all her sins upon Himself, He was smitten.
"It pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief" (Isa.
liii. 10). The hand of Divine justice went out against the Rock of the
Church, and smote Him to death; aye, and well it is for the Church that
He was smitten. Had He not been smitten, no healing waters of salvation
would have flowed from Him, to satisfy the longings of the thirsty soul;
but, because He was smitten, therefore says the Rock of the Church to
every quickened, sin-sick, thirsty soul, "I am the Lord that healeth
thee;" and the language of the Chm'ch, as the effect of the smitten rock,
is, "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the
Lord J ehovah is my strength and my song; He also is become my salvation.
Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation"
(Isa. xii. 2, 3).
/'
3. He is an indestructible Rock.-When Ohrist poured out His human
soul in death, it seemed that the Rock of the Church was destroyed. Oh,
if Ohrist had been destroyed, how the gates of hell would have triumphed, and what disastrous consequences would have resulted to the
.( Church! But how wonderful are the ways of God! What seemed to be
; the destruction of the Church's Rock proved that Rock to be indestrucI tible. Oh, what a display of Almighty power when Christ snapped the
cords of death, and rose triumphantly as the Mighty Conqueror. And, because He rose, therefore says the Holy Ghost, "Let the inhabitants of
the Rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains. Let them
give glory unto the Lord, and declare His praise in the islands" (Isa. xlii.
11, 12). The inhabitants of the Rock have good reason to sing and shout
for joy: why? Because the Rock of the Ohurch has" destroyed him that
had the power of death, that is the devil." As the indestructible Rock
of the Church, Christ says, "Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone,
a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth
shall not make haste" (Isa. xxviii. 16). Oh, if' the Holy Ghost, in His
mercy and grace, has built a sinner on this Rock-in other words, built
him on Ohrist, in His love and blood and righteousness-and if the sinner
is conscious of resting on Christ by faith, how consoling to know that
he is resting upon an indestructible Rock, }Oespecting which Christ said, in
referring to Himself, "Upon this Rock I will build my Church; and the
gates (the counsel) of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matt. xvi. 18).
4. He is a begetting Rock.-The charge brought against ancient Israel
was, "Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast for-
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gotten God that formed thee" (Deut. xxxii. 18). The Rock of the
Church begets all the redeemed family; they are all secreted, contained,
" preserved in Him," and in the fulness of time begotten of Him. By
what means does He beget them? "Being born again, not of corruptible
seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever" (1 Peter i. 23). And the Lord begets all the redeemed
family according to His own sovereign will. " Of His own will begat He
us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His
creatures" (James i. 18). Oh! if we have spiritual life-if we live
by the faith of Christ, who loved us and gave Himself for us-if Christ is
our life-if we are resting our soul's salvation on Christ and His finished
work-why is it? The answer is-Because the Rock of the Church has
begotten life in our soul.
5. He is a living Rock.-" The Lord liveth," saith David; "and
blessed be my Rock; and exalted be the God of the Rock of my salvation" (2 Sam. xxii. 47). As the living Rock, the Lord Jesus said to
Martha, "I am the Resurrection and the Life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and
believeth in me shall never die" (John xi. 35). To John, when in the
Isle of Patmos, He said, "I am He that liveth, and was dead; and,
behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and
of death" (Rev. i. 18). And to His disciples He said, for the comfort of
His people through all time, "Because I live, ye shall live also" (John
xiv. 19). Oh, how cheering to Christians to know that they are not resting upon a dead Rock! Such would not avail in the hour of temptation
and trial; but, having been built by the hand of the Eternal Spirit on
Christ and Him crucified, they are resting upon the ever-living Rock.
" Seeing," says the Holy Ghost, "He ever liveth to make intercession for
them" (Heb. vii. 25). What sort of intercession is it, which Christ, as
our great and glorious High Priest (the Rock ofthe Church), is carrying
on within the Holy of Holies? We must not suppose it to be a vocal
intercession, but Christ, having entered through the veil-that is to say, His
flesh-into the holy place, His sacrificial death, the marks of wHich death
He carried with Him in the body with which He ascended into heaven, will
always have an intercessory power with God, on behalf of the house of
God over which He is the High Priest. And mark the exhortation, which
is based upon the High Priest of God's House (the Rock of the Church)
ever living. "Seeing, then," says the Apostle, "that we have a Great
High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us
hold fast our profession. For we have not an High Priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to
help in time of need" (Heb. iv. 14-16).
6. He is a following Rock: of ancient Israel, the Apostle says, "And
did all drink the same spiritual drink; for they drank of that spiritual
Rock that followed them; and that Rock was Christ" (1 Cor. x. 4).
The Apostle's meaning, as we understand it, is, that while all natural
Israel drank of the water which flowed from the literal rock, all our
fathers after the Spirit, all spiritual Israel among them, saw, by faith, in
the literal rock, a type of Him who is the Rock of the Church. The,
literal rock in the desert, from which water was made to flow ont, did not· ,
follow them, but the Spiritual Rock did follow them, and that Rock was, j
B B
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Ohrist. We do not understand the Apostlo to mean that those" with
whom God was not well pleased, and were overthrown in the wilderness"
(1 001'. x. 5), that they drank of the Spirit'Unl Rock that followed Israel;
for our Lord, in His conversation with tho woman of Samaria, said,
, "Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of
water springing up into everlasting life" (John iv. lt1). All who drink
, of the Rock, Ohrist, will not be overthrown in the wilderness; but, being
Ipartakers of everlasting life, they shall go on from strength to strength,
I till they appear in the heavenly Zion before God; they shall he "kept
by the power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to bo revealed in
the last time" (1 Peter i. 5). The truth under consideration is a very
blessed one, namely, that as Ohrist followed the Ohurch in the desert, in
the sense that He went with Israel in their journeyings, so He still follows
the Ohurch. And what does He follow the Ohurch for? To supply her
with spiritual water, to refresh, revive, and nourish their souls. Aye,
and even in a time of spiritual drought, when deprived of the outward
means of grace, the ministry of the Word, Ohristians are kept alive.
How? By the Holy Ghost enabling them to drink of that spiritual
Rock, the Rock of the Ohurch, which follows them, and that Rock is
Ohrist.
7. He is a strong Rock.-" Be Thou my strong Rock," prayed David,
" for an house of defence to save me. For Thou art my Rock and my
Fortress" (Ps. xxxi. 2, 3). All who are brought, by the drawing of the
Eternal Spirit, into living union with Ohrist, will find Him to be a strong
Rock; and well that He is found to be such, else they would be plucked
out of His hand. Sin, the world, and the devil, unite, if possible, to pluck
the people of God from the hand of Ohrist; but Ohrist, as the strong Rock
of the Ohurch, is stronger than all who are against her. Speaking of His
Ohurch, under the figure of sheep, He says, "They shall never perish,
neither shall any (power) pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which
gave them me, is greater than all; and no (power) is able to pluck them
out of my Father's hand" (John x. 28, 2!J). Oh! what security they
enjoy who, through grace, are found in this Rock of the Church, and
therefore found resting upon Him as the only foundation on which to rest
our hopes of eternity!
8. He is a great Rock.-" A man shall be as an hiding place from the
wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as
the shadow of a great rock in a weary land" (Isa. xxxii. 2). This man
referred to by the prophet is the Lord Jesus Christ; He has always
shadowed the Ohurch from the burning heat of God's wrath, and the
Christian finds Him to be a wide-spreading, effectual shadow. And,
while sitting under the shadow of this great Rock, oh what love! what
mercy! what grace are seen displayed in the Incarnate God, the Rock of
the Ohurch's salvation! The other thing to be noticed isI!. THE CHURCH'S PRAYER IN REGARD TO THE RoCIC-" :J;;ead me. to the
Rock that is higher than I." The prayer shows that the Ohurch feels
her helplessness and weakness, and is unable in herself to go to the
Rock. This accords with the Lord's words, "No man can come to
me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise
him up at the last day" (John vi. '14). This drawing is that which
the sinner experiences, who is led to Christ (the Rock of the Church);
and to be led to Christ is a pl~oof of sonsltt'p, "For as many as are led
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by the Spirit of God, they are tho sons of God" (Rom. viii. 14).' God does
not riJrive His peoplo by the lash of law; He leads them as the effect of
His drawing powor. He swe tly, powerfully, effeetually leads them ,to
the RO,ck of th hur h. What does David say of this Rock ?-" Higher
than I."
wmuch higher?-As much as the Infinite is higher than the
finit. In the
ck of the Ohurch, all the attributes of God meet, "For
in
'm dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily" (001. ii. 9).
"L ad me to the Rock that is higher than 1." What does the Ohurch->
wiah to be led to the Rock for?
(
- 1. POt' safety.-When the poor sinner is convinced of sin, troubled with
the terrors of a guilty conscience, and conscious of having broken God's
law, where else shall he find safety but in the Eock of the Ohurch? And
when God, in His grace, gives him a sight of the Rock, as seen in the
Gospel, while lingering in the Plains of Sinai, how expressive of his
felt need is the prayer, "Lead me," &c. What does he wish to be led to
the Rock for? For safety.
"When storms of sin and sorrows beat,
Lead me to this divine retreat;
Thy perfect righteousness and blood,
My Rock, my Fortress, and my God.
"When sick, or faint, or sore dismay'd,
Then let my hopes on Thee be stay'd;
Thy summit, rising to the skies,
Shall shield my head when dangers rise."
The sinner, led to the Rock of the Church, sees the law which he has
broken, and under the curse of which he feels himself placed, f~lfilled ; and
he hears the voice of Jesus in the Gospel say, "There is now no condem\ nation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit" (Rom. viii. 1).
2. And then the Church prays, "Lead me," &c., for eonifort.-The
Christian often feels the need of comfort, and who else can comfort him
but the Rock of his salvation?
"0 Zion, affiicted with wave upon wave,
Whom no man can comfort, whom no man can sn,yC,
With darkness surrounded, by terrors dismay'd,
In toiling and rowing thy strength is decay'd."
In carrying on His work of graco in a sinnor, the Lord teaches him that
all his comforts are treasured up in the Rock of the Church, and therefore,
how natural for him, when troubled, to breathe out the prayer, "Lead
me," &c.; alld, whonled to the Rock of the Church. what does he find
there? lIe finds those comforts which delight his soul. Yes; Jesus has
comforts for His people. He comforts with a sense of pardon, and enables
the believer to say, along with the whole Church of God, "In whom we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 7). He comforts with an inward peace, and
hence the language of the believer is, "Being justified by faith, we have
peace with God, through our Lord J osus Christ" (Rom. v. 1); and the
promise which our Lord gave to His disciples is, "Peaoe I leave with you,
my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let
not your heart bo 1roubled, neither let it bo afraid " (John xiv. 27).
3. The Church prays, "Lead me," &c., for defence.- When harassed
n B 2
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by the devil, what Ohristian d~es not feel the need of being defonded?
and, conscious of his own weakness, how well the prayer, "Lead me,"
&c., expresses the feelings of his heart! What does he wish to be led to
the Rock that is higher than he for? For defence. Yes, Jesus does defend His Ohurch; and,having fled to Him for refuge, the promise which
He gives for her comfort all through the wilderness is, " When the enemy
shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard
against him" (Isa. lix. 19).
" Shelter'd by Thine omnipotence,
What potent arm shall pluck me hencc?
On ev'ry side I'm guided well
With love and grace immutable."
4:. And then the Ohurch prays, "Lead me," &c., for' strengtlt.-What
Ohristian does not feel the need of daily strength to continue in the way
of peace? Feeling himself, at every step in his journey, weaker than a
bruised reed, to whom else can he wish to be led but to Him who is the
strength of Israel, even to the Rock of the Ohurch? "Lead me," &c.what for? For strength. And does the poor sinner find that strength in
Ohrist which he feels he needs? Yes. Hear what He said to one who
felt his increasing weakness, "My grace is sufficient for thee: for my
strength is made perfect in weakness i" and what effect had these words
of the Lord on Paul's mind? "Most gladly, therefore," said he, "will
I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Ohrist may rest upon
me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities,
in persecutions, in distresses for Ohrist's sake: for when I am 'leak, then
am I strong" (2001'. xii. 9, 10). The Lord Jesus Ohrist has treasured
up in Himself, as the Rock of the Ohurch, an infinite fulness of strength,
as. the effect of His redemption work. His strength is for the benefit of
His body, the Ohurch. The strength with which the believer therefore
continues to the end-the strength with which he perseveres, fights the
good fight of faith, resists the devil, and gains at last a victory over the
world-is the strength of ~ who is the Rock of the Ohurch; and therefore the~exhortation which the Apostle addresses to the brethren of Ohrist
is, "Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might" (Eph. vi. 10).
Desiring to be strong in Him, the poor, helpless believer prays, "Lead
me," &c. Oh, how strong the believer feels when, by faith, he realizes
himself sitting under the shadow of this Rock! "I can do all things," he
says, "through Christ who strengtheneth me" (Phi!. iv. 13).
Thus the believer has everything that he needs in this Rock of the
Ohurch; and, oh! what an exhibition of electing love, of covenant mercy,
and of sovereign, eternal grace, does the believer, enlightened by the Spirit
of God, behold from time to time in this Rock of the Ohurch; and bowed
4.own, as he often is, with a feeling sense of indwelling sin and corruption,
he is, compelled to pray again and again, "Lead me," &c.
" High as my sin, yea, higher too,
This everlasting Rock I view;
Replete with free, eternal gra.ce,
Made from of old my dwelling-place.
"When call'd the vale of death to tread,
Then to this Rock may I be led;
Nor fear to cross that gloomy sea,
Since Thou hast tasted death for
TyldeBle1(, Manchester.
JAMES JOHN EASTMEAD.
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CROSSING THE JORDAN.'):,
A WOUD

ENCOUltAOEMENT TO THOSE wno FEEL EXPERIMENTALLY THE TRUTH bp
THE LINES:" But timorous mortals start and shrink
'1'0 cross this nal'l'OW sea;
And linger, shivering, on the brink,
And fear to launch away."
[ orno two years since, the late much-lamented Editor of tbe Gospel StanM,'d baving
inserted a very interesting account of the experience and death of a deeply-taught child of
God, who, in her last illness, made special reference to one most dear to the writer, he was
prompted to follow up that God-glorifying testimony by a letter to Mr. PHILPOTT, in which
he opened up somewhat of the dark and trying experiences tbrough which he bad recently
been called personally to pass. Of tbe quietude, and the peace, and the simple childlike
reposing upon the covenant pledges of a covenant God, which were afterwards realized, the
writer was anxious to testify to poor weary and heavy-laden fellow-pilgrims through the
same medium. Hence the annexed letter. The writer now commends it to the God of
all grace, comfort, und consolation, beseeching Him tbat it may please Him to make it a
word of encouragement to some poor tried and tempted ones j and to His name shall be all
the glory.]
To the Editor of the Gospel 8tandard.
0]"

My DEAR SlR,-A short time before the departure of your then highlyhonoured and now glorified predecessor, I was permitted to say a few
words to your many readers upon the above subject. Iri those letters 1
spoke of certain deep exercises through which I had been called to pass
with respect to the article of death. I had, by a severe affliction, been
brought apparently to the very brink of the Jordan; and, just at thisjuncture, although for most part delivered from the fear of death for more
than forty years, "the enemy was permitted to come in like a flood h
indeed. A" horror of great darkness fell upon me." I felt as though
fast sinking into eternity, and seemed to have no foothold. The Rock
upon which I had thought I had found so sure and safe a standing for so
many years, had, according to feeling and apprehension, sunk from under
me; and I felt as though going down, down, down into the depths 6f
dark, dismal, irremediable despair. It was an hour of such gloom-a
season so agonizing-that the effects of it abode with me for a long, long
time. It is true it was attributed to physical causes. I had just lost Si
considerable quantity of blood, and my whole frame was completely prostrate. Still you and I, dear Sir, have known times and seasons (blessed!
be God 1) when, with the Apostle, we could say, "When I am weak, then
am I strong." Through grace and power divine, we understood the
seeming paradox, "Out of weakness made strong."
.
But now, with your permission, I shall be glad to say a fe'" additional
words to your dear readers upon the same subject. I am sure' your
Magazine circulates among very many of whom the Apostle speaks, "who,
through f!:ar of death, are all their lifetime subject to bondage." It is',I believe, a very common family feature with respect to the various
members of the household of faith. Those who, in reality, have the
least cause to fear are mostly the subjects of great fear. They have
too keen a sense of the solemn realities of a dying hour, connected as that
hour is with vast eternity, either to trifle with the same, or, as by far too
many professors do, "take things for granted." They want the sealthe token-the blessed, scriptural, undoubted assurance, "Lo, I am with
." .London: Published hy the Book Society, 28, Paternoster Row; and W. Mack, 38,
Park Street, Bristol. Price One Penny.
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you always;" "Whon thou passest through the waters, I will bo with
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the
flame kindlo upon thee." And, suitable and precious as these promises
are, they can no' more presume to take them to themselves, without the
sealing power and home-and-heart-spoken application of the Holy Ghost,
than they can assume the lawful heirship to some princely estate.
It pleased God, my dear Sir, some years ago, when resident in Ireland,
in the very midst of the most rabid Popery, to apply these words on a
birth-day morning with great power: "I will add unto thy days fifteen
years." So precious and so powerful was the application, that for years
afterwards I scarcely had a doubt about its literal fulfilment. Immediately after its being thus brought home with such savour to the heart,
I had letter after letter, up to the number of six or seven, the writer or
writers of which declared tha~, if I did not leave the place where I had
been labouring so self-denyingly for nearly ,eleven years,>" they would
have my blood. This was on account of one of the National Schoolmasters of the parish (in receipt of British pay) having voluntarily left the
Romish communion, and attended our Protestant services. However,
in spite of these threats, I remained eight months longer i~ the parish;
and it was not until I clearly saw my work was done there, that I at
length resigned the curacy. Now it was whilst I was thus apparently a
doomed man, and when actually can'iEld about, shot at, and burnt in
effigy, the words would come, "I will add unto thy days fifteen years."
Then I would mentally exclaim, "If this be the case, how can I be assassinated, or lose my life whilst, from time to time, crossing the tempestu-,
ous Irish Sea ? "
But allow me, dear Sir, to ,say, in passing, that the times I had, under
those circumstances, in preaching, exceeded all I ever experienced. N aturally I am the most nervous and timid of men. I am sure you would
smile were I tell you the extent of this nervousness and timidity.
Frigh,tened as a child by wicked servants, I retain the feelings thus
wrought upon to this day, and shall, I doubt not, carry them with
me to the grave. But, when preaching as apparently a doomed man,
and when, from the exposed position of my pulpit, I presented the
readiest mark for the assassin's aim, and where he had the amplest
opportunity for fleeing unobserved when the deed was done, I felt not the
shadow of a shade of fea;r. I have often spoken, not knowing but each
word would be my last, anQ. yet stood quite as calm and as unmoved as I
sit at this moment at my study,-table recording the fact. Moreover, I was
a.t that time led into a personal and experimental knowledge of what
~u~herfordwished for, when a pris,oner for the truth's sake in the gaol of
Aberdeen, namely, that he might be priviJt'ge.d to seal his faith with his
blood,. Nervous man as naturaP.y r was, I€.liad precisely the same desire.
I covet,ed a martyr's death. Ah, what other circumstances could give so
vivid ~n insight into the strength, the calmness, the joy of those who were
martyrs ,in the name and on behalf of their once crucified but now glorified l,.ord aw;l M,aster ?
Was there not, then, dear Sir, in all these i.l'cumstances, a blessed fulfilment of the prOl;nise, "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy
days, so shall thy strength be?" Dicl not our God prove Himself to be
" .. In that parish it was I 'established Imlustrial Schools, and there reprinted Dr. Gill's
Commentary, in six thick 8vo volumes, as well as DUlllY other works.
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faithful, all-sufficient, a very prosont help in trouble? And does it not go
to prove also that there annot be a trial, nor a temptation, I!2.~..position_.
with which a dear ohild of God an be familiar, wherein the power and
the preson e of his dear Eld l' BI'oth r-tlle Brother born for adversityshall not be vouchsafed? Does not the gracious promise, " Lo, I am with
you alway, ven unto the end of the world," embrace every state, condition,
and oircumstance? Undoubtedly it does,
If your readers were not better instructed, and if I did not believe them
to understand the momentous distinction between nature and grace. faith and flesh-the old man and the new man-I should feel called upon
to anticipate their objections as to why I did not retain and always walk
in that sweet peace and holy confidence? Should there be such an
objection, however, raised upon the part of anyone of your numerous
readers, I would just refer such an on,'l to the 18th and 19th chapters of
the First Book of Kings, or to the fil!ft verse of the 27th chapter of the
First Book of Samuel, there to see what Elijah and what David were, in
the strength of the Lord God of Israel, and when called to certain
trials and certain perilous circumstances, and what they were when,
like Paul, they had to come down from the third heavens, and grapple
again with the thorn in the flesh, or the cross upon the shoulder.
To the result and issue of the home-and-heart-spoken word to which I
before referred, I wish to bring your dear readers. I said that the promise, "I will add unto thy days fifteen years," abode with me for a long,
long time; yea, I repeat, that for some years I scarcely had a doubt 01 .:
its literal fulfilment. After that, it subsided. Then again for a season'
it returned; and, notwithstanding all that anguish of heart, and those deep,
deep sinkings of soul to which I before alluded as falling to my lot
within the last three years and a half, as the termination of the fifteen years
drew nigh, I was permitted, for most part, to contemplate it with the
most perfect calmness, cheerfulness, and peace. Not joy, not transport,
but" peace, peace," perfect peace. My chief-I may say, my only-concern was thoso I was about to leave behind; and yet, with respect to tltem,
I was permitted to realize unbounded satisfaction the last time I occupied
the pulpit of our church, whilst speaking from the words, "Leave thy
fatherless children, I will preseI'Ve them alive; and let thy widows trust
in me." The next Sunday, at early morn, the church was so damaged by
fire as since to be in disuse. Again, the last time I preached to our dear
people in the school-house, where we now have Divine servioe, the words
given me for a text were, "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and
Thy staff they comfort me." As the fifteen years were then within a few
days of having passed away, and as I was at the time suffering from a
sovoro cold, I knew not but what I was preaching for the last time. But
tho l)eace I oxperienced was great; the review of all the way by whioh·
the Lord my God had led me unspeakably blessed; and the calm and un·
rufflod way in which I could contemplate the probable immediate closing
up of my threescore years' pilgrimage was equally precious. The fear of
death was completoly removed; all anxiety was taken away. There was
a simple looking to, and entire leaning upon, the Lord!
The conclusion, then, to which I would comfil, and the comments I
would offer, upon these the Lord's leadillgs during the period to which I
have referred, aro simply these: first, that the Lord graciously gave me
the word about tIte fifteen years' prolongation of life instrumentally to
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support me uuder the trials through which I was about to be callod to
pass; and how great the need of that support in the midst of a Popish
population (many of whom, from the very nature ef their so-called roligion, were thirsting for one's blood), those only can conceive who have
been subjected to a similar ordeal. Secondly, the calmness, the peace,
the perfect willingness to leave the world, if so be it were the Lord's will,
were to my mind a sweet token, earnest, and pledge of what would in
reality be one's experience when the Lord's time had fully come. I could
not doubt it. I had the fullest evidence-yea, the most thorough assurance-that there should be at last a blessed verification of the testimony, "Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that
man is peace."
And, dear Sir, have we not the Lord's own most gracious word for it?
Has He not given us promise upon promise in regard to it? "I will
ransom them," says our glorious Immanuel, "from the power of the
grave; I will redeem them from death: 0 death, I will be thy plagues:
o grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine
eyes." Who that hath ever been taught theit' need of Him, who that
hath ever looked to, hoped in, or leaned upon Him, but what hath found
Him sufficient in life, faithful in death, and shall find Him unspeakably
great and glorious to all eternity? Is not this a t'ule, without an exception,
in all the dying testimonies which your Magazine gives from month to
, month, and year by year? Whoever trusted in Him, and were con~ founded? Whatever their fears in life, how sure their victory in and over
, death! Notwithstanding all the tossings and the tumult on the journey,
mark the "Hallelujah I" with which by grace divine deal' old Mr.
W ARBURTON wound up his long and eventful pilgrimage. Nor scarcely
less striking, and fraught with the same dawning glory of your now
sainted predecessor--the exclamation" Beautiful!" with which he closed
his testimony. Although, singular to say, it has never fallen to my lot to
read your own dear father's life, I doubt not his triumph over sin, death,
hell, and the grave, was equally blessed. To come to one of still later
date, dear DANGERFIELD. A beloved sister of mine heard his last sermon
in Gower Street, when he spoke of the thin partition which, during his
then recent illness, had separated him Tom the eternal world, and in
which he had been privileged so to behold the perfection and the blessednessof all J ehovah'sdealings as to long to speak a cheering and encouraging
word to fellow-travellers on thei.r way onward and homeward. What are
all these but examples and proofs of what the Lord will be, as well as what
He /tas been, to His dear children? And, dear Sir, I feel I could sooner
dOUbt my own existence, or question my own rationality, than for one
moment believe but what the Lord will beat' up and finally bring off more
than conqueror, each and every vessel of mercy, each and every poor soul
that has been brought by the Holy Ghost, to see and feel his lost and undone
\ condition, and to cry for mercy at the feet of Jesus. I could as soon think
that the glorified in heaven should be allowed to fall from that their high
and holy estate, and unint€lrrupted and everlasting blessedness, as that a
single poor broken-hearted sinner should be left finally to perish. Oh, no,
no, blessed be God, it is an eternal and incontrovertible verity:
"The soul that on Jesus hath Iean'd for repose,
He'll never, no never, desert to His foes:
That semI, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
Hd'll never, no never, no never fors,\ke."
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Praying the Lord that He may give you all the wisdom you need for
your ardous position, in these truth-despising and solemnly-eventful days,
and that a spirit of tenderness, forbearance, and sympathy may prevail
among your readers, during the little l'esidue of their earthly pilgrimage.
- I am, my dear Sir, YOUl'S faithfully in the Lord,
St. Luks's, BOcMninstcr, Maro1l15, 1871.
DAYID A DOUDNEY•
.S.-Permit me to add, as directly bearing upon the I1forenamed subject of a dying hour, the case of an old disciple of fourscore years, which
has come into my hands this day. Speaking of one of his visits to her
sick-bed, the writer says: "I read Psalm xxiii. When I came to verse 4,
'Yea, though I walk through the valley of the ~b,ad ~ of death,'- ' Ah !
ah!' cried the old woman, 'good, now stop.' 1 did, when she exclaimed,
'My child, just read that there again.' I did so, when she stopped me
as before, saying, 'Then what a big fool I've been all my days,' looking
upwards and clasping her wasted hands. I asked, 'Granny, why have
you been a fool?' 'Why,' she replied; 'why, good man, I have been a
big fool all my days to be afraid of a shadow! Only a shadow! The
devil is th,e stlbstance, lying in the path. Jesus hath bruised him, and he
can't move; and my dear Jesus, the Sun of Righteousness, He shines
upon my path, and illumines the dark valley of death, and the carcase of
the old devil lying there sends a shadow only across my path. Why
should I be afraid of that.~ What a big fool I have been, that I should
all these years have been afraid of a shadow. 'Tis only children that al~e
afraid of a shadow. Blessed Jesus, I bless Thee for teaching I that
to.day. Blessed Jesus, Thou art all my salvation, my light, and Sun,
now and for ever. Blessed Lamb! Blessed Lamb!' Here the old
saint appeared exhausted, and fell back upon her pillow."
Speaking of his last visit to this aged pilgrim, he states that her kindred and friends were all gathered round her bed as he entered the room.
Each, as well as himself, asked her if she knew them. She answered in
the negative. "I then asked her," continued the narrator, " 'Do you
know the Lord J osus Christ, Granny?' Making at once a great effort to
speak, she exclaimed, '1-1-1 should think I did, for He know'd I
afore I came into the world; and He'll never forget I, He promised.
Bless 'Un!' Here her chin dropped, and her ransomed -pirit took its
flight, 'to be with Christ, which is far better.' "
-....

A WORD FROM ASTLEY ABOUT ITS SCHOOLS, ETC.
To the EditO'l' of the Gospel Magazine.
Astlcy V2'carage, near Manchester, May 20, 1871.

My DEAll BROTllEll,-1 seem to have a great deal to say to you, and
no timo in which to say it. My hours soem more fully occupied than
ever. You and your readers will, I know, kindly excuse all faultiness in
my mode of expressing myself, and put it down to the fact that, in
addition to other duties, I usually write forty letters per week. I wish
you-could have been with us on Sunday last; it would have made your
heart rejoice to see over eleven hunched people collected together ill our
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church, the neighbouring parishes and towns furnishing hungering and
thirsty souls. The occasion was the annual collection for our schools. r
preached from Ps. cxxvi. 6, and John xv. 16.
Alluding to the schools, r mentioned that we have 343 daily scholars,
and 355 on Sundays. Pointing out some work which required to be done
in the schools, and some furniture which we required, r said, "r feel
considerable diffidence in alluding to the am~nt required to-day, seeing
that the congregation have raised since the 1st of October, for local and
other objects, more than £200; yet, if the collection to-day amounts to a
sum requiring three figures to express it, it will afford me very great
gratification." The dear people entered into my wishes most fully. At
the close of the service, one of the wardens brought me a slip of paper
with the amounts written on it, and. having glanced at it, I observed,
" When r have read to you the amount collected, I am sure you will wish
to join with me in praising God for His goodness; and therefore I propose
that we unite in singing' Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,' who
has given us £ 106 9s.; and do you accept the thanks of scholars and
teachers, as well as my own thanks, and those of all connected with the
school." The singing of that verse will be long remembered.
Thus God blesses the machinery; nor does He withhold the spiritual
blessing of His Spirit with the means of grace. We have, now and
again, one or more- young, old, and middle-aged-who avouch, by their
lives as well as by their words, that the Lot·d is their God.
r have had this week a few hours at Southport, at a Lay and Olerioal
Meeting, where there were some devoted spiritually-minded brethren;
and much was said caclulated to be very useful, and to stir up the
minds of the disciples. r want to tell you that r have perused three
books by Miss Holt, sister to the member for East Lancashire. They are
historical tales, describing the sufferings endured in former ages for the
truth's sake, and into which the truths of the Gospel are introduced in a
very readable form. The titles of the books are "Sister Rose," "Mistress Margery," and Ashcliffe Hall." r have also read" The Converted
Family," recommended by Dean Law, which is deeply interesting; and It
small pamphlet, neatly got up, "Six B:undred Texts of Scripture, in
Words of One Syllable."
Pardon anything which savours of egotism. r can say no more, b iog
just on the wing to preach at Christ Church, Leioester, wh r cl ar
OWEN laboured so faithfully and so long.
With kind love, believe :qlO your 1 vin br th 1',
ALlJ'ltED
EWLETT, D.D.

G
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To the Editor of the G08p Zl\f; gareine.
DEAR SIR,-The poor person" Flora," :£ r whom I issued a plea twelve
months ago, and which was so kindly re pond d to by many dear Christian friends, has left, to be with Jesus, whioh is/M' better. She came and
tuy d two weeks with me previous to her dentb, and seemed as well as
u u 1 than; went to see her only sister, - - , at G--, but the next
w ] bl' ught me the news that she was" Gone home!" The voice had
nll d," omo up higher." Poor Flora ofton prayed for a blessing upon
all 11 ](ind donors who had so nobly assisted her in the" dark lWltr·."
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I trust we shall meet again before Him whom angels worship with folded
wings:
"Fer we shalllcnow ach other's eyes,
And the thoughts that in them play,
When we mingle sympathies.
In a land of purer day."-HEMANS.
Yours in Him,
ANNIE MARY LABONE.
Glasgow.
BROTHERLY LOVE.
"And Jonathan loved ]]avid as Ms own soul."-l SAM. xviii. 1.
To the Edit01' of the GOS1'el MagMine.

,',

My DEAR EDITOR,-Upon reading your article in the .GOSPEL MAGAZINE
now to hand, we canllot make up our mind to pass over your kind
allusions to our humble labours without a few words in response. At
first we trembled to see our name placed so prominently at the head of a
list of worthies, and felt we must at once go to the Lord and spread it
before Him, adoring His dear name for making the writings of one so
unworthy a comfort to the members of His dear blood-bought family, and
before Him we thought we would leave the matter; bilt, reading just now
the above passage, "And J onathan loved David as he loved his own
soul," we felt such a drawing to our" loved David" that we have taken
up the pen to give expression to that affection which has now existed
between us for something like thiJ:ty years; for it must have been about
that period ago when we went with trembling steps to the Oity Press to
find out the dear" kindred spirit," whose writings had touched our heart
and melted our spirit bofore the Lord. And well do we recollect pausing
at the threshold of the old place in Long Lane, while the tempter suggested, "Ah, what an errand! what are you going in there for? You
will surely be l·epulsed." But how different when once in your presencethe warm-hearted grasp of the hand-the sweet utterances concerning the
Lord's dealings with you in providence and grace. We shall never forget
this first interview, and, when afterwards walking up Aldersgate Street,
we felt such a knitting of heart to you, that, in the language of our
passage, "Jonathan loved David as his own soul." And thankful
are we that, during the many years that have rolled away since then, not
an unbrotherly expression has passed between us. Few know what you,
as Editor of a Magazine standing up for the truth in these days of error,
have had to ondure ; and, upon more than one occasion, when unkind and
unchristian reference has been made to you and your work, we have felt
stirred up like J ona,than did when Saul cast a javelin at David, "he arose
from the table, for he ,-vas grieved for David, because his father had done
him shame." No, niy brother, yours has been no easy task; but, on the
other hand, let me tell you that, having myself received blessed testimonies
from all parts of the world concerning our own feeble writings, even from the
""Vest Indies, Australia, North America, &c., &c., such testimonies have
generally been coupled with kind references to your leading articles, and
with expressions of the deepest regard for the dear Editor. Well, my
dear friend, among the brightest treasures of our unpretencling library are
upwards of thirty volumes of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE ranged side by side,

•
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while at their head stands their venerable grandfather-we mean a copy
of the first volume issued now more than a century ago-namely, in the
year 17GG-and we often look upon these thirty volumes and think how
they toll the tale of our wilderness wanderings an~exercises of soul for
the greater part of our lifetime. It has been a lal)our of love, we can
assure you, and the GOSPEL MAGAZlli'E is a housohold word with us. Wo
were once asked by a literary friend, "Mr. C--, would you mind telling
us what you get for your writings in tl10 GOSPEL MAGAZINE ?" We replied,
,, We get the blessing of God; this is our roward: we never received a penny
for them, nor havo we wished to; it has boon a labour of love, and God's
blessing is our rocompense." Aml now, my doar 1>roth 1', in conclusion, we
are thankful that, as follow labourers whoso names Il.re written in the
Book of Life, we have for so many years been kopt of the sll.me mind in
the Lord, and we pray that your valuable life may be sparod for many
years, and you retain the position of Editor of this valuable troasuro to the
family of God; and, when He is pleased to say, "Come up higher," theu
may your mantle fall upon some Editor who may conduct it in the same
spirit of love and unity that you have for the past thirty-one years. May
God bless you and yours! Believe me, as ever, yours in Christian fellowship and brotherly love,
Woodbu?",!!, 7Vanstead, Essex, May 1, 1871.
GEORGE COWELL.

Ohristian Gm"dials, No. II. Againht Fear of Doath. By HENRY LAW, M.A.,
Dean of Gloucester. Gloucester: Arthur Lewis, Eastgate Street.
A CORDIAL indeed! The Venerable Dean (whom it has been our privilege for
. many years to claim as a personal, loved and loving friend) has given us
a precious little work, in his own special, truthful, pointed and pithy
style. The late Incumbent of Openshaw (the never-to-be-forgotten Rev.
WILLIAM PARKS, himself no mean scribe or master of language) used to
say, that himself and others wrote in the baser metals, whilst th Dean of
Gloucester wrote in gold! The remark holds good in the little work
before us. Not only, however, are the ideas rich in conception, but
chaste to a degree in expression. It is next to impossible to ri e horn a
pernsal of this precious little work, without feeling that the Dean has
both Scripture and plain matter of fact from time immemorial upon his
side. We doubt not this" Christian Cordial against Fear of Death,"
will be widely circulated and very greatly blessed.
Life and Labours of Dlencan l£at1w80n. By the Rev. JOHN MACPHERSON.
London: MOl"gan, Chase, and Scott, Office of "The Christian,"
Ludgate Hill.
THOSE who have read "The CI1l'istian Hero," an invaluable book, edited by
Mr. Macpherson, will be prepared to expect that which is both attractive
and interesting, as well as edifying, in another Life and other Labours. Nor
will such expectants be disappointed, we are persuaded, in the perusal of
the volume before us. It is the sketch of the life of no ordinary man, but
one whose whole spirit seemed imbued with the Scriptural conviction, that
"he was not his own," and who, therefore, sought to dedicate body, soul,
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and spirit to the service of Him whoso he was, and whom it was his one
aim and object to serve. The book is full of interest, rich in incident, and
fraught with the most loving spiJ:it and caro for the welfare of immortal
souls.
Wesley Ms own JJiogt'aplw,', Being nlustrutions of his Character, Labours,
and Achiev m nts. With an Introduction by GEORQE STRINGER RowE.
London: Elliot Stock, 62, Paternoster Row.
By the admirers of WESLEY this volume will be highly prized, containing
as it does so much material furnished from his own journals and letters.
As, however, we cannot advocate the doctrines of Wesley-from some
prominent phases of which we differ as widely as the poles-so neither
can we admire the spirit and tone which too much pervade this book.
That he was a remarkable man we do not for a moment deny; that his
strength was herculean, and his labours above measure, we equally concede; but withal a spirit of creature boast and pharisaic satisfaction is but
too apparent. We hope we know too much of our own heart to "make a
man un ofi ndel' for a word;" but we must confess we were astounded at
the following statement: "Wednesday, June 28.-1 entered into the )
eighty-third year of my age. I am a wonder to myself. It is now twelve
yeal's since I have felt any such sensat2'on as weariness. 1 am never tired (such
is the goodness of God!) with writing, preaching, or travelling. One natural
cause undoubtedly is, my continual exercise and change of air. How the
latter contributes to health I know not, but it certainly does." In
point of labour, we presume that Mr. SPURGEON is the WESLEY of our
day; but we question, if even he-scarcely one-third WESLEY'S age, at
the time he thus expressed himself-would say, "I am never tired either
with writing, preaching, or trav~lling." Nay, we know for a fact, that,
more than ten years ago, after the Sunday's labours, the then minister of
Park Stre t Chapel was found by his landlord lying on his bed in a deep
sleep, having been too much exhausted, after the engagements of the day,
evon to throw off his clothes.

AT last the end of the struggle in Paris draws near. The Versailles
troops have gradually advanced upon their opponents, taking their fortified
positions one by one, and driving them into the interior of the city, whence
there is little doubt that they will be spoedily dislodged. The Communists
have disgraced themselves by wanton excesses, respecting neither private
property nor public monuments, and their rulers have shown themselves
utterly unfit to hold the reins of government; so that the greater part of
Franco will heartily rejoice at their defeat. They sold the magnificent
column in the Place Vend6me by contract as old metal, and then levelled
it with the ground! What an instance this of the vanity of earthly
glory! What would the great Napoleon have thought if some one had
told him that this splendid monument, erected at an enormous cost to
commemorato the achievements of his Grand Army, its beautiful basreliefs being cast from twelve hundred cannon, weighing two millions of
pounds, which he took from the enemy, should so soon be destroyed j and
not destroyed by the foes of France, but by the very people whose fame
it recorded, and whom he strove so hard to propitiate and please?
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This civil war in Paris has served to bring to light anothel' nunnery
scandal, which it is well to make as widely known as possible at the
present time. The special correspondent of the Times says; "In the Rue
de Picpus, near Mazas prison, stand two large buildings, each surrounded
by high walls, above which may be seen greon trees at intervals. The
one is an establishment of the Jesuits j the other the convent of the
White Nuns. The Jesuit brothers escaped at the first sign of approaching
danger, but the sisters held their own until forced into cabs and conveyed
to the cells of St. Lazare, there to await the results of a judicial inquiry
into certain matters that are deemed suspicious, Our conductor pointed out
to us the fact, of.which there certainly could exist no kind of doubt, that
the two buildings for the Jesuits and Nuns communicated one with the
other, by means of an old door which still exists at tho back of a stable,
as well as by other apertures in the garden wall, which show signs of
having been recently closed up. The Jesuits' garden is a most beautiful
one, occupying a space of about twelve acres, laid out with care and furnished with fruit-trees of every description, pruned and trained after the
latest horticultural designs. There are wondrously ingenious plans, too,
for irrigating the beds j forcing pits and hothouses, and long alleys with
vines trained over them. Through the old door above mentioned we
passed into the Sisters' garden, equally large and beautiful, though not
kept with the same care. In the centre stands a gymnasium, I suppose
for the use of the children brought up under the Sisters' care, and further on their cemetery, a lovely spot. Some of the vaults have been
opened, and many lead coffins half-covered with rotting velvet and gold
lace lie exposed to the light of day, awaiting an examination at the hands
of the Minister of Justice. At the extreme end of the garden, however,
are the three little conical huts, side by side, resembling white ants' nests,
which have been the prime cause of so much excitement and judicial
inquiry. When the convent was occupied by the National Guards, these
little huts were tenanted each by an old woman, enclosed in a wooden
cage, like a chickens' pen, the three buildings being similar in size and
construction, six feet square by seven in height, with a slate roof, through
which daylight was visible, while the three old women were all of
them hopeless idiots. The Lady Superior has kept her lips resolutely
closed up to the present time, but admitted, when first questioned, that
the three sufferers had lived in their hideous prison for nine year , in an
atmosphere of stifling heat throughout the summer and half ft· z n with
cold throughout the winter; 'but,' she added, 'th Y w ro idi t wh n
1hey came.' The conductor of the inquiry l' pli cl tbnt, if su h w re the
case, it was illegal t havo admitted them t th
nv ut at all, and that,
even supposing them to bav b n admitt d, th place where they were
found was not a fit clw lling-plll t l' n. d . A key was discovered
among her papers, labell d 'k y f th
t' at vault j' but where this
great vault may be has not yet b n t und ut, The Superior and her
nuns keep a uniform and persistent sil n up n the point;' excavations
have been made at different points in t11 go.l'd n, and under the high
altar of the chapel, but hitherto without {f t. At one end of the Nuns'
arden stands an isolated building, in which were found mattresses furni hed with straps and buckles, also two i1'on corsets, an iron skull-cap,
and a pecies of rack turned by a cog-wheel, evidently intended for
b ndin
back the body with forco. Tho Superior explained that
th
w I' ol'thopl'8dic instruments - a superficial falsehood. The
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mattresses and straps struck me as being easily accounted for; I
have seen such things used in French midwifery, and in cases of
violent delirium; but the rack and its adjuncts are justly objects of grave
suspicion, for they imply a use of brutal force which no disease at present
known would justify. On our way back through the gardens, our guide
made a detour in order to show us a great subterranean warehouse,
where an enormous' quantity of potatoes was stored, as well as barrels
full of salt pork, while in a yard hard by lay grunting a fat pig. ' Look
at this!' cried our National Guard indignantly. 'Look at these stores,
which might have helped to feed the starving poor of the arrondissement
during our six months' siege, and think that these people were begging
from door to door the whole time for money to buy broken victuals for
their pensioners!' Arrived at the entrance gate, our guide nudged me,
telling me in whispers to look at the old woman who was wandering
about, followed by a younger one, stooping from time to time to pick up
a leaf, or rub her hands with sand and gravel. 'That is Sceur Bernardine,' he said, 'one of the three prisoners of the wooden cages. She is
the most sane in mind of the three, and we keep her here under the care
of one of our wives to cheer her "Up. She is only 50, though she looks
. past 70. The other two have been removed, as they were rendered violent by the crowd and change of scene.' I passed close to her, and she
looked up-a soft, pale face, with sunken eyes, shaded by the frills of a
great cap. She looked at me dazedly, without taking any notice, and
stooping again, filled her hands with refuse coffee-grounds, which she
put into her mouth until prevented by her companion. Without showing
the least prejudice in the matter, I think I can safely say that the ladies
now shut up at St. Lazare will find it no easy matter to clear themselves
of blame; for, though there are doubtless many suspicious circumstances
that may be explained away, there are also hard facts which will remain
hard facts in spite of the most elaborate attempts at refutation."
The reign of terror continues in Ireland. Several additional murders
have been committed, and the Government has resolved to suspend the
Habeas Corpus Act in the district included in the inquiry of the Westmeath Committee.
A most cruel and cowardly assault has been made upon Murphy, the
anti-Roman Catholic lecturer. He commenced to deliver some lectures at Whitehaven, but was attacked by a ferocious mob of Papists,
who treated him in the most brutal manner, and well-nigh killed him,
The chief culprits were cleverly captured by the police, but they were
afterwards liberated on bail by Mr. Justice Byles, because, he said,
Murphy himself contributed to the riot "by going about the country
attacking other people's religion." (!) What a state of things we have
come to! A poor converted Romanist, who has for himself dif:)covered
the abominations of Popery, cannot lift up his voice to expose them
without boing attacked by brutal mob and well-nigh murdered; and
then the judge excuses the would-be murderers, liberates them on bail,
and condemns the poor assaulted man as the cause of the assault! A
newspaper well observes: "There is no doubt about the fact "-that
Murphy does contribute to riots by attacking other people's religion;"but the answer is, that so long as the law does not interfere to stop
Murphy, fanatical mobs ought not to be permitted to interfere. If his
lectures are calculated to provoke a breach of the peace, let the law suppress them; perhaps they would be better suppressed; but if they are
not illegal and are tolerated, the man should be protected. Such shilly-

336

Tlte Gospel Magaz£ne.

shally arguments from a judge of the land are calculated to do a doal of
mischief. "
The movement on the Oontinentrespecting the Infallibility dogma continues. It is stated that the King of Bavaria is determined not to acknowledge it; and it seems to be openly dofied in Switzerland. "The
pastor at the Penitentiary at Lucerne, instead of reading out the passage
regarding it contained in the episcopal emanation forwarded to him, spoke
to his congregation of its futility, having first made it clear to his hearers
what this dogma meant in reality. At the same time he informed his
bishop of this step, telling him, among other things, that he had never
been false to his principles in his whole life, and that he intended to take
his honour spotless to the grave. In reply to this there came the usual
'time to consider,' and this being past, the anathema will follow. The
Lucerne Government have endeavoured to make peace between the bishop
and the heretic, but in vain."
We are glad to see that the reports presented at the annual meetings
of our great religious societies are very satisfactory. It was feared that,
owing to the large sums sent over to the Oontinent for the relief of the
sick and wounded, and to the famishing population of Paris, many of the
societies would show a considerable deficit in their balance-sheets; but we
are glad to observe that this is not the case. The British and Foreign
Bible Society circulated 3,903,067 Bibles, Testaments, and portions of
Scripture during the past year; or nearly double the amount of the preceding year. The circulation in France amounted to 600,000 copies. In
Austria it has extended to 106,291 copies. In Spain, after years of darkness, the Book of books is now entering the cottages of the poor as well as
the mansions of the rich, and the number circulated last year was 80,000.
The society's agent, Mr. Bruce, was permitted to enter the city of Rome
along with the Italian army; and, taking premises in the Oorso, he placed
a placard in the window (and elsewhere), such as Rome probably never
saw exhibited within its walls before (unless it were in the days of the
Apostles)-" Search the Scriptures." The circulation in Italy was
31,257, greater by many thousands than last year. And after the occupation
·of Rome, a most interesting and significant circumstance occurred. The
Italian troops were ordered to swear allegiance to the King of Italy, and
they had to swear it, not as formerly on the crucifix, but on the Bible.
A long table was set, upon which were placed a number of copies of the
Scriptures, and each soldier as he came up swore his allegiance upon
them. The Religious Tract Society held this year its twenty-second anniversary. The report stated that the society in the past year had distributed 330 new publications, including 117 tracts, six periodicals, the
Leisure Hour and the Sunday at Home, weekly; the Tract Magazine, the
Cottager, the Truo Catholic, and the Child's Companion, monthly; 34 books
for adult and young persons, and a variety of miscellaneous productions.
The circulation from the society's depot during the year had reached
40,727,471, and from foreign depots had issued 8,500,000, thus making a
grand total since the formation of the society of 1,384,000,000. The
Ohurch ~i[jssionary Society last year had to lament a deficiency in its
receipts, as compared with its expenditure, of £12,116; but this year its
friends are rejoiced to find that not only has this deficiency been met, but
that a sufficient amount has been contributed to enable it to meet its estimated expenditure for the ensuing year. Its total receipts during the
past year have been £165,918, the largest amount which the society ever
received in one year.
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