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COVENANT FAITHFULNESS.
" The Lord was ready to save me."-IsAIAH xxxviii. 20.

"SIGN the book, will you?" said the Incumbent of the church,*
the pulpit of which we had just occupied. "Please put your text
and subject." " What shall I call it?" wp asked. "Govel/ant faithfulness! ". was the reply. "Ah !" thought we, "that's good. One
doesn't hear much about the covenant now-a-days."
The text for the evening had been Joshua xxiii. 14: "And,
behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth: and ye
know in all your hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing
hath failed of all the good things which the Lord your God spake
concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one
thi.ng hath failed thereof." The calmness of which Joshua was
the subject, in the contemplation of death, was dwelt upon. The
same composure, we contended, had been exhibited upon the p~rt
of J acob and J oseph, Aaron and Moses, David and Simeon,
Peter and Paul. All, all were both resigned and ready when
the Lord's time had come. It was urged, moreover, witli respect
to the Lord's people universally, that, when the time of their departure according to cov6nant appointment had arrived, there would
be a cheerful readiness to "depart and be with Christ, which is
far better." It was argued that Hezekiah's anguish when the word
came, " Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die, and not live,"
was no proof of unwillingness or unpreparedness on his part,
1vhen the Lord's time had really come. 'l'here is not a question
that, when that time had arrived, Hezekiah was quite as willing
and as ready to go as any of the prophets, apostles, or martyrs.
We had likewise expressed our conviction that, whatever might
have been the previolls dread of, or the recoiling from, the article
of death on the part of the Lora's children, when the Lord's time

* St. George's, in the Borough, where we had been permitted to preach for the
fourteenth time, annually, on behalf of the Protestant Blind Pension Society.
y
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for their departure had in very deed come, they were perfectly
willing and ready to go. The very day before they might feel
nnequal to the ordeal of dying, but the next day-the day of their
so-called dying-they would feel as ready and as willing as Simeon
did when he exclaimed, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant
depart in peace, according to Thy word: for mine eyes have seen
Thy salvation."
At a very early hour the next morning-somewhere about four
o'clock--we we-re awoke with the words sounding in our ears
(aye, and in 0111' heart too, blessed be God 1), "Thou hast, in
love to my soul, delivered it from the pit of corruption, for
Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back."
The words came so vividly and so powerfully that we thought,
"What does it mean?" As we lay musing, we felt, "Blessed
be God, it is a verity! He hath 'cast all our sins behind His
back;' and what is behind one's back cannot be seen;" and we
thought what an act of condescension and mercy it was that the
Lord should thus simplify His testimony as to the forgiveness
of sins, just as He says in another place, " Who is a God like
unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He retaineth not His
anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy. He will turn
again, He will have compassion upon us; He will subdue our
iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of
the sea" (Micah vii. 18, 19).
Again our thoughts were led out in sweet and blessed musing upon
the words in connection with the passage just now quoted from the
thirty-eighth of Isaiah: "For the grave cannot praise Thee, death
cannot celebrate Thee; they that go down into the pit cannot hope
for Thy truth. The living, the living, he shall praise Thee, as I
do this day: the father to the children shall make known Thy
truth. The Lord was ready to save me; therefore we will sing
my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in
the house of the Lord" (vel'. 18-20).
After caning the next morning- upon a very old friend, now
in her eighty-fifth year, and commending her and hers to the
Lord, we most reluctantly took the five o'clock Great Northern
train from. King's Cross, to fulfil a preaching engagement in
Bedfordshire. We say l'eluctantly, and such was the case, for the
jerking of the carriage when passing over the points, on our jour.
ney from Leicestershire on the previous Monday, had brought on
such an attack at the heart that we thought we should be compelled to forego our preaching engagement in London, and ttlegraph for our Son at Hastings to come and supply in our stead.
We touch upon these matters here, in order presently to prove
the wondrous goodness, astounding mercy, and divine all-sufficiency
of our covenant God and Father in Jesus. We are intensely
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anxious to testify of His marvellous oondesoension, boundless oompassion, and wondrous lovingkindness. \Vere wc, the recipient of
so much mercy, silent in His praise, the very stones in the
street might well cry out against us.
Short as was the notice given, to our astonishment the ohurch,
on our arrival in Bedfordshire, was comfortably filled, and we
Our friend (Mr. W.
most thoroughly enjoyed the service.
INSKIP). afterwards informed us that there were persons present
from twelve different parishes. We thought it spoke well for·
their anxiety after the simple Gospel, and was a practical rebuke
to those who, having it at their very doors, lack either the incEnation to attend the means of grace, or make frivolous excuses
for their absence. How great will be the self-reproach of such
(if they are really partakers of spiritual life) by-and-bye, when
there comes "a famine, not of bread, but of hearing' the Word of
the Lord;" or when, with the Papacy in the ascendency, they
will not be allowed, as now, for "every man to sit under his
own vine and his own fig-tree, and none make them afraid."
Men may smile at the idea of such a condition ever again
befalling old liberty-loving England. Let them, nevertheless,
wait a little; let matters progress as they are proceeding; let
all present restrictions and hindrances be removed; let the
Papacy have full plcty, and she will soon assume full sway!
Mark this, reader! Not only shall we have a Papist for Viceroy
in India, but for Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; and, if the Lord
prevent not, a Papist will occupy the now Protestant throne of
England. We have Mass in the Tower as it is; we have :Mass
in scores, if not in hundreds, of our churches; and we have coldness and deadness, contention and bitterness, in our chapels. A
oloud rests upon our country: calamity follows calamity. " Distress
of nations, with perplexity," is the order of the day.
To what things are tending, and what will be the issue, the
Lord alone knows. But, amidst it all, the lamentable feature of
the age is, the want of union, harmony, and a beseeching, sup·
plicating, intensely-wrestling spirit upon the part of the professed
people of God. This we have long felt to be, and contended
against, as the most solemn aspect of our times. Hence we could
but feel cheered and comforted', upon the occasion to which we
have referred, when we found persons had COllie even ten and
twelve miles, in order to be present· at that little week-night
service. May God, of His great mercy, multiply such scenes and
seasons.
Not\\ithstanding all that we had recently felt, in regard to
physical weakness and infirmity, when the sun sweetly shone in
upon our chamber, and we looked out of the window between
four and five in the morning, we thought, "I should like to
'spend a week here, and preach every night in the surrounding
Y 2
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parishes;" so blessed, is the work of the Lord, when and whe~'e
He' is pleased to manifest Himself, and to put forth His own
divine power.
Before we left our dear friend's house in the morning, we
paid a visit to one of the family, who' has been long and deeply
afflicted. We strove to comfort her upon the ground that, though
sorely tried and affiicted, she had not the weight of care and
deep responsibility that fell to the lot of those who had to come
Whilst she expressed her want
to the forefront of the battle.
of being able to trace her afflictions to love, and was the subject
of fear lest the visitation was in displeasure, she quoted a passage which, in the circumstances which awaited us, seemed, as
it were, prophetic. "In quietness and in confidence," said she,
"shall be your strength." How that was afterwards illustrated
and confirmed we will endeavour presently to show.
Just as we reached the station where we were to take the
train, our friend (Mr. W. hSKIP) said, "I wish you would speak
to this man; he is blind," pointing to a man wheeling a barrow.
He was one of the late beloved Mr. SEARS'S hearers; and, in the
minute or two we had for conversation, he testified how the
Lord had for so many years taken care of him, although void of
sight, and day by day wheeling his barrow in the public roads.
for a livelihood, from place to place. On our way our friend
pointed out a spot-Arlesey Siding, on the Great Northern--where a collision took place some two or three years ago. " In
that house," said he (pointing to a wayside inn), "the wife has
laid ever since, unable to be removed, whilst the husband was
conveyed to the institution yonder [a large building standing a
He died a few days after the accident."
short distance off].
As our friend had been informed, she lies there without fI
murmur.
Contemplating such facts as these, how well may we exclaim,
"0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways
past finding out!" But a few minutes before, we had been
conversing with the poor blind man, who, notwithstanding his
infirmity, had been preserved from accident or evil. A short
time before that, we had, as stated, left the sick chamber to
which its occupant had, for most part, been confined for so many
years. Here, in contrast, was a case where, whilst journeying,
such a catastrophe occurred as in one moment to usher in so
pitiable a reverse. And yet what a marvellous light may be
thrown upon, and a wondrous explanation given to, this
mysterious state of things! As we gazed upon the window,
with its drawn blind, of the room where the sufferer was lying,
we thought, "Ah! who can tell the lessons which are being
leal~ned there?"
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Again, our friend called our attention to the fact of a most active
citizen of London, going down to his couutry residence a few
days before, being thrown from his horse, and receiving some
fearful, if not fatal, injuries. All, all tended to show our
momentary and entire dependence upon the watchful eye and
gracious guardianship of our covenant-keeping God.
Having parted with our friend at the junction, we proceeded
to the Aldersgate station, as we slowly ascended the staircase of
which, we saw a little girl much about the age of the dear
one we were called to part with nearly two-and-a-half years
since. The poor child was in the act of wringing her hands, as
our precious little one used to do if excited or anxious. This
act of the child brought our own before us the more vividly.
Reaching the landing where the poor little one stood trembling
before the policeman or ticket-collector, upon inquiry, we found
that the little traveller had passed the station for which she was
booked, und was retained a prisoner until she could pay a penny!
In a moment we thought, "I am not going to add to the selfreproach of which I have been the subject for many years, because
I did not dry up the tears of the little girl who had lost a halfpenny, by giving her that which would dry up those tears, and
send her on her way with a light heart;" so, paying the penny,
and slipping some coppers into the poor child's hand, she instantly
tripped up the remaining staircase, and, almost before we reached
the corner of the street outside the station, she just looked
round to see where she was, and set off in a run to retrace
her steps.
As we stood contemplating her movements, we thought, "How
wondrously does the Lord preserve even these little ones in this
great city!" But oh, at the same time, what gratitude flowed
into our heart as, with tearful eyes and mellowed soul, we
thought that no such position, nor any privation nor trouble,
could ever befall our little glorified one! Oh, how we mentally
thanked, praised, and adored our God, in that He had snatched
her from all the evils, besetments, and dangers of the time-state,
and had (without the shadow of a doubt) taken her to dwell with
Himself through the blissful ages of eternal day! Oh, how could
we not merely justify Him, but admire and adore Him for
His sovereign act-an act which nevertheless had caused us,
aye, even to the then present hour, to be the subject of no small
amount of weeping, f0r that dear child seems almost always before
us; and yet we would not have her back in this sin-steeped worldno, not for any consideration.
He hath taken her to Himself; and, in spite of all our feelings as a father, we thank and
Mess and praise and adore Him for it.
But, when looking at that poor little child to whom we -have
referred, and contemplating the .t1.lmighty's gracious care of such,
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how little we thonght of what the identical spot where we then
stood. was presently to become the scene!. As may be gathered
from the annexed simple statement of facts, within about an
hour that very spot was identified with an excitement and a
dismay which can never be forgotten by those who witnessed
it. The circumstances to which we allude are embodied in the
annexed address to our parishioners:TO THE PARISHIONERS OF ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER.
My DEAR FRIENDS,-Most of you, no doubt, have heard of the recent
dreadful fire in London, to which several of our poor fellow-creatures fell
victims, in the space of a very few minutes. I happened to be present, and,
through the goodness and mercy of the Most High, escaped with my life.
That escape was even more marvellous than I was at the time aware; for,
in the full particulars which are published by an eye-witness in the City
Press of the 5th inst., in allusion to the outbreak and the staircase and
passage by which I left the premises, he says: "The first indication of the
fire was a dull sound, probably of a small explosion, follo"ed immediately
by the crash of glass falling upon the pavement immediately outside. A little
dense smoke then issued from one of the windo"s upon the first floor, and
ominous flames follo,Yed almost immediately. Dr. COLLIXGRIDGE, who "as
present, at once exclaimed that the building on fire probably contained
materials of such a highly explosive nature that. the whole of the surrounding buildings might be blown up into the air at any moment, and ran
upstairs to give the alarm to his father, Mr. W. H. COLLINGRIDGE, advising
him to quit the place in 'one minute.' The latter, who was just about to
go out with an aged clergyman, the Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY, at once hurried
with that gentleman from his room, and left the premises by the entrance
from New S·treet, Cloth Fair. Immediately after"ards the staircase leading
from the storeys occupied by the literary stall', 2.nd also communicating with
the City Press rooms, ,yas crowded "\Yith people, who almost tumbled down
the stairs in their anxiety to quit the building. Ere thB stream had ceased,
the publishing offices in the court-yard were on fire, and the countinghouse of Messrs. ViT• H. and L. COLLISGRIDGE was in flames. The wall of
Messrs. HODGKIKSON'S premises "\Yas falling in great pieces upon the glass
roof of the publishing offices, and loud crashes followed eaeh other in quick
succession. It having been clearly ascertained that the housekeeper's wife
a.nd children had been renlOyed to a place of safety, there "\Yas time to
hurriedly visit all the rooms in the "\Yorks and "\Yarn the "\Yorkpeople to fly
at once. Although the dinner-hour does not expire until two o'clock, there
were certainly one hundred and fifty people in the works alone."

(From the "Bristol Evening News" of May 3Td.)
No more bodies have yet been found at the scene of the great fire in
Aldersgate Street, although the search which was instituted with this object
was continued throughout Friday night. On the roll being called on Saturday
morning, there were still four persons of Messrs. HODGKINSON'S staff missing,
who haye all, it is feared by the principals of the firm, perished in the flames.
One of the workmen gives a startling account of his narrow escape. In co-operation with Mr. BOND, the chief of the laboratory, this man had succeeded in
closing the iron doors shutting the room off from the burning warehouse, and
they were proceeding to cover up a still containing sixty gallons of explosil-e
chemicals with wet cloths, when an explosion and a fall of debris compelled
them to run for life. Mr. BOND escaped unhurt, but CALEF was caught by the
legs by the falling materials, and was only extricated with difficulty. His
injuries, which proved not very serious, were at once treated in the hospital.
Among others who hacl a narrow escape from the burning premises was the
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Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY, Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster. He was on a visit to
Messrs. COLLINGRIDGE when the fire broke out, and lost his luggage, which, in
the course of a few minutes, was swallowed up by the general ruin. Dr.
DOUDNEY describes the suddenness and destructiveness of the whole scene as
exceeding anything he ever witnessed; and preaching at St. Luke's, Bedminster,
last evening, and choosing as his text James iiL 5, "Behold, how great a
matter a little fire kindleth ! "he said; "On Friday last I had just returned
from a preaching engagement in Bedfordshire, and was walking towards the
Oity P1'ess, Aldersgate Street, when, it being the dinner hour, a number of
boys da.r~ed out from the different factories hard by, and were so riotous that I
thought it a pity they should be allowed to endanger both themselves and the.
many who were passing to and fro through the crowded thoroughfares of the
City. Little did I imagine that, within a few minutes, that very fact was
to prove a preservative of my life. I had scarcely been a quarter of an
hour in the private office of Mr. "\V. H. COLLINGRIDGE, ere his attention
being drawn to a something of which I was at the moment ignorant, he caught
hold of me and shouted 'Run!' or some word to that effect. I turned
round, and then beheld the flames bursting through the adjoining chemical
factory, scarcely a dozen feet from where we stood. The glass was flying in
all directions, and explosion followed explosion. My impression was, that
instantly some large portion of inflammable matter would take fire, and that
then the whole side of the building falling towards us would cut off our only
means of exit. As it was, we had to descend two short flights of stairs and
pass out in the rear of the building through a narrow passage; but, inasmuch
as it was the dinner-hour, there were comparatively few in the wa,y to stop our
progress. One half-hour sooner or later there v;-ould haye been some hundreds
of men, women, and boys rushing through that narrow outlet, and what
would have been the result God alone knows. As it was, so rapid was the
spread of the fire, that no sooner had Mr. COLLINGRIDGE and myself got clear
of the building than the flames shot up with fearful fury, and caught the upper
windows of the splendid Manchester Hotel. By the time we had passed round
into Aldersgate Street, and before the engines had arrived, sevaral of the hapless
inmates of the fated premises had met their doom. I thank God that I 'did
no~ hear their screams nor witnes. their fat.e., The fury of the flames was such
as to remind me of the tremendous furnaces in the Black Country. At times
they appea"J;ed-to reach nearly as high as the Monument. The wind carried the
fire over tl1e Oity P1'8SS, and within a few minutes the whole building was a
mass of flame. The only resemblance to that awful spectacle was the bnrning
of the sugar-house near the Stone-bridge that very day twenty-one years ago."
The annexed letter is addressed to Mr. VV. H. COLLINGRIDGE, and appears
in the Oity PTess of the aforenamed date. To him, under God, I have to ascribe
my rescue; for, but for his promptitude, in all probability 1 should not have
known of the calamity (my back at the time being turned to the premises
where the fire commenced) till the stairs and pasmges were thronged with those
who were flying for their lives :.My DEAR SIR,-I cannot but warmly and gratefully congratulate you upon
onr recent marvellous escape. I am sure you will with myself readily
ascribe that escape to the goodness and mercy of Him "in whom we live,
and move, and have onr being." There are a few features of the case for
which you will probably find me space very briefly to comment. On my
way to your office through Goswell Street and Aldersgate Street, a number
of boys were rushing headlong out of the various printing, binding, and
other es~ablishl1lents. Their bearing was so riotous that I thought it a pity
such conduct should be allowed in so crowded a thoroughfare. It was not
only inconvenient, but dangerons to those who were elderly, infirm, or inexperienced to the streets of London. Little did I imagine that this annoyance
was in a few minutes indirectly to prove the means of saving scores, if not
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hundreds, of lh-es. But for the liberation of the employes in the dinnerhour, a large proportion of the hands at work in the building where the
fire broke out, and the hundreds engaged in your own establishment, must
have fallen a prey to the destructive ravages of that fearful outbreak.
Need I remind you of its suddenne,s, or of the very short time that elapsed
before. we passed out in the rear of the premises to Aldersgate Street?
Brief as that space of time wa~, you will remember No. 127 had assumed
the appearance of a huge burning fiery furnace, and several hapless fellowcreatures had already perished.
What, then, must have been the conse·
quences had the fire commenced half-an-hour earlier? I am much disposed
to believe that the fire originated in the floor directly opposite your private
office, for the moment you shouted to and laid hold of me, upon turning
to the spot which had so of a sudden attracted your attention, I saw a
volume of flame bursting, as it were, from one centre. You remember that
those flames reached within some twelve feet of where we were. My impression at the moment was, that a something just within that very window
had exploded. You rGcollect how the glass cracked and flew in all directions.
Knowing the character of the works, what I expected would immediately
follow was one of those terrific explosions by which the side of the building
would b.e blown out, and thus our retreat cut off.
Among the accounts which I have read of this recent painful event, fauH has
been found in that readier help was not afforded to those who so lamentably
perished. I cannot conceive that the objectors are aware of the ex~rcme
suddenness of the outbreak, and of the fearful havoc made so instantaneously
by the flames, fed as they were by the combustible material with which
the building abounded. I cannot but feel, under God, a debt of gratitude
to you for your intense solicitude for my safety, and that of the many
in your establishment. In speaking to a large assembly upon the subject
last evening, I said 1 felt it was due to you to state that I never saw
such an instance of waiving all personal considerations in the most arduous
efforts to rescue others. Equally praiseworthy was the conduct of your Son
in his rush through the many rooms in the back part of the premises, to
see that all their occupants had fled.
Permit me to add that, when I remember that the day before this sad
calamity you had issued from your establishment the closing Dumber of
the fortieth volume of the GOSPEL MAGHTh"E, with which I had become
connected in the year 1840, in the original City Press offices, hard by your
present premises, I felt how indebted I was to the Most High in that
DO sad interruption to its progrcs~, or calamity in relation to the work,
had been allowed to happen during that protracted period. Equal cause
for thankfulnOS3 have I that the May numbers of both the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
alld 07,d Jonathan had been issued before the fire took place. How, under
the circumstances, you could produce Saturday's edition of the City P1'ess
is perfectly marvellous.
I am, yours faithfully,
D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.
From the foregoing facts, I trust, my dear friends, you will unite with
me in an acknowledgment of the Lord's great goodneEs and melcy towards
me. May HIl grant that the late event may deepen our sense of our
momentary dependence upon Him for His protecting care and all· bountiful
provision.
I am, my dear friends and neighbours, your affeotionate
FRIEND AND PASTOR.

Space forbids our enlarging here; but those of our readers who
may wish for a more detailed account of the whole catastrophe
should order the C£ty P1'CSS of the 5th May, wherein is a most
graphic descriptivh by an eye-witness.
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One of the London journals states that "the tons of water
which were directed at high pressure upon the flames seemed
to increase their fury, and they rose for a long time to a height
of more than a hundred feet."
Another journal says: "The· course of the fire was extremely
rapid, the contents of the building being of a very inflammable
nature. Within five minutes the flames had penetrated several
At first the power of the flames
floors above the basement.
defied the 'efforts of the firemen."
Another paper speaks of it as "one of the most alarming a~d
destructive fires which have occurred in the City-or indeed, III
the Metropolis itself-for many years. The fire developed itself
with marvellous rapidity, and a scene of extraordinary excitement ensued. Fortunately it was the workmen's dinner-hour,
otherwise the consequences, serious as they are, might have been
still more lamentable. As the heat intensified, the bottles containing the chemicals burst, and thus gave rise to a series of
explosions, which added to the effects of an already sufficiently
appalling, if yet only impending, disaster. Rapidly communieating itself with the inflammable stores by which it was surrounded, . the fire overcame all the endeavours of those present
to extinguish it, and in a feu; seconds all egress was entirely
cut off from the upper part of the building. The flames and
smoke, as they rushed throflgh the windows, presented a terribly
grand appearance, being of varied hues, in consequence of the
amalgamation of the blazing chemicals."
.
After reading the evidence given at the inquest, and learning that
the calamity arose from the simple bursting of a bottle containing a
pint of the oil of aniseed, we wrote a second letter as follows : THE

LATE

FATAL FIRE.

TO MR, W. H. COLLINGRIDGE.

My DEAR SIR,-From the comprehensive sketch given in the City P1'ess of
the 5th inst, of the recent calu.mitous fire, I clearly see that our escape
was even more marVllllous than I had previously supposed. From that
account I learn that there were at the time of the outbreak a vast number
of the employes on your premises.
Had we met on the landing, or upon
that narrow staircase, the result might have been most disastrous.
Moreover, I cannot but regard the fact of your Son (Dr, COLLINGRIDGE)
being on the spot at the time as most providential. His practical knowledge
of the combUBtible material lodged in the adjoining factory doubtless led
to the extreme promptitude with which he gave you notice of the danger
which beset us. At the same time, I believe his coolness and self.possession
was attended with the most beneficial influence upon others.
From a careful perusal of the evidence given upon the inquest held on
the bodies of two of the hapless fellow-creatures who perished in that awful
fire, I am confirmed in my previous impression that it broke out in the
room directly facing your private office, where we were at the time standing.
The moment you drew my attention to the fire, I saw a volume of flame burst
forth from that part of the adjoining factory.. As you will remember, the
testimony of one of the leading witnesses upon the inquest was, that the
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outbreak was on the first floor, in the back part of the premises. Of the
fe,arfully-rapid spread of the conflagration I need not remind you.
Faithfully yours,
St. Luke's, Bedminslm', May 13th, 1880.
D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.
P.S.-Permit me to add my hearty congratulations upon the informaHon
which has just reached me, that your Son is elected to the important
post of Medical Officer of HeaHh for the Port of London. From a threeand-thirty years' parochial experience, and from the fact of having a Son
in the medical profession, I know in great measure what such a position
entails in regard to skill and responsibility. My long intimacy, however,
with your Son, and personal knowledge of his application, perseverance,
and unvarying success in his undertakings, leave me without the shadow
of a doubt as to the wisdom of the appointment. I believe he will fulfil
its duties with honour to himself, and with the most entire satisfaction to
those who have placed him in so prominent and responsible a position.

After perusing the preceding simple statement of fp.cts, will
you not, dear reader, acknowledge the truth of the word previously
given us, "The Lord 10rtS ready to save me"? Oh, what was
it but His own divine hand that shielded and rescued us? The
more we reflect upon the circumstances connected with that
sudden and most solemn event, the more are we lost in wonder,
admiration, and praise, and the more are we struck with the
Lord's marvellous mercy, as manifested in sundry ways.
What more particularly strikes us is this: that having, as
before stated, been suffering from an attack of the heart, and
being constitutionally so nervous, such a sudden alarm, followed
by scenes so fearfully exciting, might naturally lead one to
suppose the most serious consequences would have befallen us;
instead of which, such was the tenderness and mflrcy of our
God, that lce felt perfectly cool and self-possessed. We knew the
nature of the contents of the building where the fire so suddenly
broke out, and we directly thought of the fearful calamity
which occurred at Southampton some forty years ago, when
nearly twenty souls perished by the bursting out upon them
of the walls of the burning building, which contained combustihle material. We at once thought that such \\"ould be the
case in the present instance, and that thus all means of escape
would be cut off. Notwithstanding (we speak it to the Lord
J ehovah's praise), we were in no wise discomfited. We believe
that our pulse did not beat an additional stroke. In all
sincerity we declare that, such was the state of calmness and
serenity at that moment that, if 'the Lord had intimated there
and then that that was His time and mode of our removal
hence, we should have been perfectly willing' to obey His will,
and to have surrendered our life up into His hands.
The subject, dear reader, is too solemn-yea, momentous-to
trifle with, or to assume or pretend anything. We speak as God's
witness. We have no other object than His glory and the wellbeing of His dear people. The state of mind at the time, and
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the realization since, has been 1tnspertkrtbly blessed. We would not
have missed that scene for any consideration. Blessed be His
great and ever-adorable name, there has since been a sweet reposing
upon Himself, in the full belief of the words to which we had
so short a time before given utterance, whilst preaching at St.
George's Church, in the Borough, that, "although there might
not be dying strength even the rlrt!J before, there would be the
next day, provided that was in the covenant the appointed departing day."
From our inmost soul we believe it; the after-circumstances
just narrated have only confirmed and established us in that
belief
Moreover, we felt at the time, and have since contemplated
the facts with perfect calmness in the aspect in which we are
about to put it before the reader. vVe thought, in the, midst
of that catastrophe, how very, very short was the ordeal of
dying! Now, for argument's sake, presuming that those poor
fellow-crea,tures who fell a prey to the flames were prepared, in
the highest and most Scriptural sense of the word, what a sudden,
short, glorious transition was theirs! As we hale already stated,
before we had passed round from the rear to the front of the
building, they were gone! We believe that not five minutes had
elapsed from the first bursting forth of the flames before they
were in vast eternity ! We do not for a moment lose sight of
the momentousness of the fact, if these poor immortal beings
were out of Christ; but if, on the contrary, in Ohrist, how blessed!
What a glorious exchange! ,Vhat a blessed transition! What
an em-iable departure!
Contemplltte, dear reader, in contrabt, the multitudes of the
Lord's people that are sorely tried and afflicted. Think of the
anguish of soul of which very many are the subjects from day
to clay, and month to month; filled with fear and apprehension as to whether they have any p[1rt or lot in the matter,
and terrified at the thought of how it shall go with them in
the swellings of Jordan. Consider the poor exercised brother who
case has SlJ often been mentioned in these p[1ges. What a "living
death" is his! Well may he say, and doubtless multitudes in
common with him, "I am made to possess months of vanity,
and wearisome nights are appointed to me. When I lie down,
I say, When shall I arise, and the night be gone? and I
am full of tossings to and fro unto the dawning of the day."
Again, how many there are labouring under the most distressing
of maladies, and others called to acute suffering. These various
characters may be said to die a thousand deaths; and, with
respect to the poor, nervous, excited, and timid ones, how well
may they, in a certain sense, exclaim with the Apostle, "I die
daily."
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In connection with that recent scene, what blessed views have
. we had of the martyrs' deaths! Under the realization which they
were permitted to enjoy of feeling that they were serving their
Lord and Master in suffering for Him, and sealing their
testimony with their blood, at the same time feeling His
supporting arm and enjoying His sustaining presence, how easy
it is, upon such grounds, to account for their calmness, their
cheerfulness, their perfect willingness-yea, their joy and transport-in departing and" being with Christ, which is far better."
Viewed in this light, with the power of their blessed Lord
and Master then and there upon them, there. is nothing to
marvel at· in the three Hebrews expressing themselves as they
did: "0 Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer
thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is
able to deliver 11s from the burning fiery furnace, and He will
deliver us out of thine hand, 0 king. But if not, be it known
unto thee, 0 king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor
worship the golden image which thou hast set up" (Dan. iii.
. 16-18).
Be assured, dear reader, that where the sacred privilege has
been vouchsafed of speaking in defence of truth and on behalf
of so good and gracious a Friend and Benefactor, no difficulty
nor repugnance has been felt in going either from pulpit or
prison to the stake!
Among the thoughtless, the unsuspecting, or the indifferent,
the remark we are about to make may excite a smile or a
sneer. We make the remark, ne,ertheless. Should matters proceed as at present; should the Papacy continue to spread, and,
as we believe it will, again obtain the dominion in these lands,
its old persecnting spu.'it muy once more burst forth in the fires
of Smithfield, Oxford, and other places, prior to its nnal ancl
fatal dp.struction. But, even in such circumstances, the Most
High will be true to His word and faithful to His promise,
"Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so
shall thy strength be;" "The eternal God is thy refuge, and
underneath are the everlasting arms."
St. Luke's, Bedminster, May 15th, 1880.
TUE EDITOR.
POSTSCRIPT.-As we lay upon our bed, during the wakefulness
of the past night, pondering over recent events, we thought, " The
Lord's clear children will never know, till the light of eternity
reveals them, what the clangers, the entanglements, the besetments, the manifolcl hairbreadth escapes of which they were the
subjects in their time-state, and whilst yet on pilgrimage."
Moreover, the mind on previous days had been particularly dwelling on the Lord J ehovah's jJ1yventing and jJri!scrving
goodness and mercy. In our contemplations we could but acknowledge and admire that infinite wisdom, boundless love, and

.
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consummat.e tenderness, as well as omnipotent power, by which
He had, in connection with trials, afflictions, weights and cares
and anxieties, restrained, subdued, kept in subjection and dependence, multitudes of His. childran, who, but for such Fatherly
discipline, would have, by their waywardness and the treaohery,
sinfulness, and abominl),tion of their own deceitful hearts and
polluted nature, been betrayed into all kinds of evil.
Yea, those who know something of their own fallen condition
see and admit, even now, that there was an absolute and indispensable necessity for every crook and every cross which has been
apportioned them. However hard their lot or unnecessary the
trial, as they supposed at the time, after-thoughts and c:11m
reviews lead to very different conclusions; and, if so now, amid
all the wreck and ruin of the fall, and whilst yet the subjects
of so much sin and corruption, oh, what will be their testimony
when "delivered from the burden of the flesh "-when, as the
hymn so sweetly says"We, with wonder,
Think on toils and dangers past" !

Ah! dear reader, how precious is
immensity does it contain-

that song,

~\U'l

what an

""Vhen this passing world is done,
When has sunk yon glaring sun,
"Vhen we stand w~th Christ in glory,
Looking o'er life's finished story,
Then, L~rd, shall I fully know,
Not till then, how much I owe."

fI:"'

~

When we left o'~r bed, after the forogoiug reflections, and
whilst in the· aot of dressing, we thought of a deal' departeel
friend who had scarcely known what a good night's rest or
sound refreshing sleep was for the lengtheneel period of twenty
years. Said he to us, on one occasion, "I am afraid to ask the
Lord to remove the trial, lest He should see fit to give me a
heavier."
As thus we mused, we felt the force of that Scripture, "Be
oontent with suoh things as ye have." The Lord best knows how
to deal with us, and what to lay upon us.
We afterwards took up the morning paper, as it lay upon the
breakfast-table, and the eye directly fell upon the heading, " FATAL
BOILER EXPLOSION-TWE.KTY-THREE LIVES LOST." The account
was hearkending, showing how, as' in a moment, and in the most
unexpected way, a number of poor creatures were blown into atoms!
At once we thought what might have so recently happened to
ourselvp,s, when at the time we thought a terrific explosion was
almost inevitable. Moreover, the same journal contains an account
of some poor shipwrecked pas,engers encountering a second 1creck
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whilst at the very time on board the ship which had rescued them
from a similar catastrophe.
Reader, what do these facts prove but our momentary and
absolute and entire dependence upon Him who neither slumbereth
nor sleepeth ?
Oh, the watchful eye, the tender care, the boundless love, the
matchless tenderness, the infinite wisdom, the wondrous g'oodness,
the marvellous patience, the astounding longsuffering, the consummate faithfulness,. the oillnipotent power, of a covenant J ehovah,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

A "CRUMB."

"Their sins . .. I will Temembel' no marc."
How wonderful is this - representation of divine love, teaching us
that, if the sins of God's people were infinite, there was infinite mercy
to banish them into the land of forgetfulness. How precious a type
of this was the scapegoat, sent into the w~derness, bearing away the
sins of Israel, so that they should never more be found!
Thus the loving Father of the family, if we may so express the
blessing, "forgives and forgets! " His guilty child can never forget
the sin which caused his Lord to die, makes his conscience soro, and
his tears often flow j but his gracious Father condescends to forget.
Marvellous grace! undeserved favour! Yet what huge mountains do
the remembered sins of His children sometimes become! No wonder
that those mountains hide the Sun, so as to cause the groping ones to
fear He has for ever set. But no j the wondrous promise is, that
He will make for His frail, weak, trembling ones "a new sharp
threshing instrument," and that they shall "thresh the mountains,
and beat them small," not alone for their own comfort, but that they
may" glory in the Holy One of Israel."
Let the doubting belieyer ponder these sweet assurances, contained
in the forty.first chapter of Isaiah, and may the Holy Spirit apply the
gracious words.
I am assured that some of God's dearly-loled children have such
tender consciences that, when allY sin is br0l1ght by the accuser to
their remembrance, they immediately deem that sin to be singularthat none of the redeemed can possibly be so vile as they-so they
mourn as if their guilt quite overmatched Almighty Power to forgive. Alas! for the greater sin of unbelief! How forbearing is our
God!
Let me lovingly whisper in the ear of such desponding one, you
are looking in the 'yrong direction, dear reade~. Your eye is upon
the great mountain, not upon the greater SavIOur! Could you only
turn round, you would sec your glorious Substitute. He died for
SINNERS, uot for saints, though His precious Suretyship creates sinners
into saints. "Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift."
Card~tj.
J. P. C.
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FLIES IN THE OINTMENT OF THE APOTHECARY.
(ECCLESIASTES X.

1.)

WHAT nasty things dead fiies are! If we get one in any of the food
or fluid we are about to partake of, how it turns the whole system against
the same! .Equally nasty are "dead flies" in the provision provided
for the soul, and which causes the spiritual sY,stem to reject it as
unpalatable and loathsome. "Dead flies" abound in the teaching and
preaching of the present day. The poor soul wants the soothing,
comforting, and refreshing influence of the pure ointment of the Gospel
of Christ; but, alas! his wound is tortured by the application of impure
ointment, and matters are made worse with him instead of better.
It is very probable that this expression has reference to some easilybesetting sin which taints the character of the child of God, as, for
instance, David's temptation, which brought about his bitter fall;
Solomon's idolatry, J ehoshaphat's joining affinity with Ahab, Jeremiah's
hard expressions against God, J onah's rebellion, Hezekiah's pride of
heart, and the like. These were as "dead fiies" in the ointment; and
personally, dear reader, we have but to look within, and one and all
of us will readily trace sins yielded to, which are as "dead fiies" in the
ointment. This, as we have said, may most likely be the import of the
passage, for it is said, "Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary
to send forth a stinking savour;" and added, "so doth a little folly
him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour."
But" although this is the case, we think it may be applied to the
errors which are mixed with the truth, and which are very prevalent in
the present day. The ointment of the Gospel is pure, healing, soothing,
and comforting; but men will put into it "dead flies" if they can, and
try to spoil it, so that the discouraged soul is harassed, and led to cry
out, "Oh, that I could. gain the pure, sanctifying oil of the Spirit, the
untainted ointment of God's grace, to heal my wound, and bring me
peace! "
Well, may the Lord at this time enable us to send you a little of this
pure ointment, which He Himself always labels with divine love. And
the thought of our heart is upon a very precious ingredient of that
ointment, namelyThe unity of God's pnrpose in all the 1corks of His hand; and, thinking
of this unity, although we always love to go direct to spiritual things)
and to matters which pertain to the eternal salvation of the Church,
yet we cannot but refer to the unity of God's purpose in creation and
providence before we do so. If we look up, as David was wont to do, to
the heavens, our gaze seems lost in infinite space, and yet there all the
planets are moving round the sun according to the divine fiat. Stars
which appear to the naked eye only a few thousands are really in
number beyond our finite calculations, yet "He telleth the number of
the stars; He calleth them all by their names;" He regulates their
varied courses. If from the heavens we look down upon the solid crust
of the earth, here again is' unity of design and purpose--the variety of
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substances all divinely arranged in marvellous perfection, and placed for
the, use of man. The same also with the operation of the atmosphere
and its vapoury colltents. But for this we could not exist for a moment.
Our breath would be gone, and we should be levelled to dust again.
If, also, we glance at the ani17wl kingdom, all marks the hand of God.
We look at the variety of forms, with their variety of functions, amI we
see everywhere adaptation to the needed purpose. The same too ,,-e
trace in the fishes of the sea, their structures all adapted for the element
in which they'move and live; while insect life, with its variety, beauty,
and complexity, all pro,~es the same fact. If, again, wc look at the binls
of the air, we see how their whole structure is peculiarly adapted to
motion, not in water, nor supported by solid ground, but in the elastic
and yielding air; and I think, as Ohristians, in contemplating these
things, we must be brought to feel that God has a purpose in everything He has created, otherwise the unity we refer to would be
broken.
,"1e have had in our experience a striking instance of this recently.
Some say, "Destroy birds; they do more harm than good." ,Vell, within
view of the window at which I am sitting, there are plantations, oftell
ringing with the chirping and singing of birds. Last winter-that
memorably long and severe winter-it was pitiable to see the numbers of
dead birds on the ground. Many and many a starling was brought to
us starved to death, and what was the consequence 7 ,Ye were overrun
with caterpillars and slugs, eating up in their progress surrounding
vegetation; and the lesson that was plain to us was, God sent the birds
for a ,...ise purpose, and, if withheld, sad ,,"olud be the consequence.
Now, we only mention thi, to illustrate our point-the unity of God's
purpose in His works of creation. But see how lllen will in such teaching
try to throw in their" dead flies." They would say, for instance, "You
have referred to the planets moving round the SUD, and to the stars
poised in the heavens, in their yaried orders and courses. True, but
this is all done by the law of graritation." POGr, foolish man: The law
of gravitation is well and good, but it is ouly the effect of a cause, the
cause being the will of the Great Eternal, who, in the infiuitude of His
purpose, has made all these things to do so by the "ery law you refer to.
Never must we give up this great" First Oause," which made David
write in that splendid 148th Psalm, wherein he calls upon angels, the
sun, moon, stars of light, heavens of heavens, waters; fire, hail, snow,
va,pours, wind, mountains, hills, trees, beasts, creeping things, birds,
kings, princes, judges, young men and maidens, old men and children,
all to praise the I,ord, telling us so truthfully that all these are" fulfilling
His tco1'd."
'VeIl, now, if we trace the unity of God's purpose in all His works
of creation, equally so may the same truth be seen in His p1·ollidence.
Standing at a railway junction the other day, we were struck with the
multiplied lines and curves stretched out before us. They appeared to
us intricate and confusing, but not so to those who understood the way
and purpolle of every line. Ah! friends, God's lines in providence often
appear to us to cross each other mysteriously, but how clear they are
to Him who has arranged all, and knows the need of all! ,Ve look
again at the stitches at the back of a piece of tapestry. It seems aU
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~mnfusion-such

long stretches hither and thither. Can there be a
needs·be for every stitch ~ . Yes. Look at the face of it-how clear and
well·defined it is! Jrlst so is every stitch in the netlvork of God',,;
providence necessary. Oh, to learn this truth more and more, and to
believe it !
And now, if, from the perfection and unity of God's purpose ill His
works of creation and ways in providence, we contemplate the same
ullity in spiritual things, an extensive area for thought presents itself;
<1nd we can' only glance at a few points in proof of the same. And
there is, firstThe w~it.t/ of God's purpose in His Word. "The Scripture cannot be
broken" (John x. 35). - I know that the common idea in connection with
this assertion is, that they cannot be confuted or contradicted. This is
true; but, beyond this, what saith God Himself about the matter ~ "If
any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues
that are written in this book: and if any man shall take away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out
of the book of life," &c. I much question whether the very letter of
the Scriptures ever ought to be broken. It is true there are expressions
which are not suitable for public reading, but SOllle of those very
expressions, if silently meditated upon, will be found to be forcible and
pungent illustrations of sin and its consequence, and cannot be surpassed
in significance. Howe {er, be this as it may,' it is certain the Scriptural
teaching of the Bible cannot be broken; and the one great point of such
teaching is, that we may "know Him who is the Word, and the power
Qf His resurrection." What this new revision of the Bible may be I
know not; but, at the risk of being thought terribly censorious, I must
say I am afraid of it. When I think of the mixture of teachers who
are engaged in it, and the spirit and teaching of the present day, I for
{)lie must be pardoned when I say, I fear there will be plenty of "dead
flies" in the precious ointment, and I mean to cling to the present Word
of God as we have it, which has done for dear old saints gathered home,
is doing for God's spiritual Church now, and will do for us to the end.
It has been the companion of my days and the treasure of my heart,
and I press it there as eternal gain. "The Scriptures cannot be broken. '
They are one grand whole, their primary pointings being to Him who
is the 'Yord, "the Way, the Truth, the Life," and the All.
Vi ell, now, from this blessed Book we gather much concerning the
unity of God's purpose. For instance, there is the foundation truth of
,the unity of Trinity ancl Tr'inity in rmity. There is no clashing here; all
is clear and distinct. The Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost is one-the glory co-equal, the majesty co-eternal. It is
not the Father eternal and the Son mortal, as some dare to assume;
but the Father is eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy Ghost eternal.
So likewise the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, and the Holy
Ghost almighty. This is what we have been insisting upon for years,
seeing as a result that the great salvation is a matter of omnipotency.
We often think, "How little are those words thought of which are
so commonly sung in the churches of our land, 'Let us heartily rejoice in
the strength of om' salvation.''' Herein is its strength-that it is all a
matter of omnipotenr.y, the work of the Eternal Three, each taking His
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part therein, according to the divine purpose, plan, and will, so that we
say and sing"My Father's everlasting love,
My Saviour's precious name,
My Teacher's unction from above,
Let all Thy saints proclaim."

And this brings us to another point wherein the unity of God's
purpose shines, namely, the lmity of God's purpose in His covenant plan,
what we call ancl is knowll as "the covenant of grace," the great principles
of which we so often call "ttention to, and which may be summed up
thus: God the Father's eternal choice of a people unto Himself, chosen
from all eternity; God the Son's atonement for their guilt. whereby He
has effected their eternal snJvation; and God the Holy Ghost's engagement
to distinguish the objects of a Father's love, bringing them out of the
world, and finally home to glory. Herein we affirm is unity of purposea purpose which cannot be broken, nullified, or changed.
Now, the great bulk of professing Christians disiike this covenant
religion, and will not believe in it. Some do, it is true, preach saJvation
as a covenant work, because they find it so in the Bible; but then they
put into the ointment the "dead fly" of "man's responsibility," and
so make it a covenant of confusion, or, we might say, a covenant of
corruption. I am sure, if I were responsible for the performance of one
single spiritual act, without which this covenant could not bp, complete,
it never would be complete; it never would be called "a covenant
ordered in all things and sure." Bat, casting away all the" dead flies"
man would put into this ointment of truth, we affirm, without fear of
contradiction, that the principles referred to as forming the covenant of
grace are in accordance with the revealed will of our covenant God.
Then, again, it must follow that there is the same ~tnity ~f PU11Jose in
His 1'edemption work, which has just been hinted at. The Victim which
Infinite Wisdom appointed was no other than the co-equal Son of God,
a body being prepared for Him, that perfect humanity might l)leed in
sacrifice, and that the sacrifice might be acceptable and meritorious by
its union with Deity. This is a cardinal principle of our most holy
faith-a wondrous and gracious fact-an exhibition of unparalleled love:
"Having put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, He is able also to
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him." This is our
vital hold; and, dear friends, we cannot too strongly insist upon the
redemption work of Jesus. Vve live in terrible times-times when men
nre new daring to call such religion a "bloody sacrifice religion," and
are telling us that all that is necessary to salvation is a brotherhood of
human peace and love. Again, that "all religions are divine," a:nd
discreditino' the Christian religion as not the full and complete revelatlOn
of God to~vards the human race. These are "dead flies" indeed in the
ointment. ",Ve have" need to be on our guard. Depend upon it, an such
errors mean, in plain words, "vVe ignore the Bible and the Christ of the
Bible. 'We will not have this Man to reign over us.''' The result will
be, I am persuaded, either to wreck men amidst the shoals of superstiti?n,
or upon the rocks of infidelity. Be it ours to hold fast to the redemptlOn
work of the Lord Jesus Christ, our ever-blessed Redeemer.
But a step further, for again we see the unity of His purpose in
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His Ohttrch, a spiritual body, membership family, which inclucles all that
the Father gave to Ohrist in the counsel of peace, all for whom Ohrist
shed' His blood upon the cross, all whom the Holy Spirit will, at the
appointed time, bring out of the bondage of sin and Satan, and make
them vessels of mercy for the Master's use. Preciously is it described
by the Apostle Paul: " Now therefore ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow· citizens with the saints, and of the household of
God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus OhJ;ist Himself being the chief Oorner-stone." Some seem to feel that
there is a difficulty here, for it is inferred that the Ohurch is "built npon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets." We see none. ~t means
that all trne believers are built upon the same foundation as the apostles
and prophets, even Jesus, who is the Foundation and chief Oorner-stone,
the whole spiritual structure resting upon Him. It is true that the
revelation of God's mind concerning His Ohurch was conveyed to His
apostles and prophets, "which in other ages was not made known unto
the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets
by the Spirit," such revelations all tending to the same point-" Jesus
Himself being the Oorner-stone; in whom an the building fitly framed
together gro~veth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also are
builded together for au habitation of God through the Spirit." See we
not, then, the unity of His purpose ~ No hap-hazard in the arrangement
of His spiritual Ohurch, called as it is the body of Ohrist, every member
of which is necessary to the perfecting of the whole-a building, every
stone of which is fitted into its proper place-a family, not a hoof of
which shall be left behind-a flock, every sheep of which is sought out,
tended, and finally housed-and a kingdom, every subject of which will
"crown Him Lord of alL"
And this brings us to another view of our subject, namely, the personal
reahZettion of the blessings of sahation,o for, as in all else, so in this there
is tIJ~ity in God's purpose in the salvedion of poor oinners. And here let me
assert that God's beginn:ings etre glory endings>' and if, in the matter of
our salvation, the beginning as well as the carrying on and completion of
the work is not 3,11 of Him, it is worthless. He is the Alpha and Omega
of our salvation. It was early in the morning, when it was yet dark,
that Mary Magdalene went to the sepulchre; but, early as it was, and
earnest as Mary was in her purpose, the angel had descended from heaven
ere she arrived there, and had already" rolled away the stone." So with
regard to our rising from the sleep of death in the first resurrection
to life. ,¥hatever earnestness we may manifest, God is beforehand. He
only can roll away the stone. With all the eagerness manifested by
those early ones to the sepulchre, the cry when they got near it was,
" But who shall roll away the stone ~" That is a part in which they
felt they were powerless. It is equally so spiritually. God will do the
work for us, and His beginnings are, as we have said, glory endings.
But just look at the" dead fly" which man would introduce into the
precious ointment of a perfect salvation. We have heard it said, and
seen it written, that" God cannot do. anything by us and in us without
our willing consent "-a gross and Goel-dishonouring error. Israel of
old were condemned because" they rejoiced in the works of their hands."
Equally so are those Scripturally condr-Huned who think that their arm
z 2
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bringeth salva,tion; and I am sure that those who think man can do so
much. cannot be right on the doctriue of the fall. Indeed, some tell
us that, in the fall of man, God was a disappointed God, and that the
remedy He resorted to was to mend a broken creation. Nothing- is more
false and abmI'd. This is a "dead fly" in the ointment indeed; and
we unhesitatiugly affirm that He foresaw the fall of man, and for this
very purpose the Lamb WitS slain "from before the foundation of the
world."
I verily believe -that there is such a thing as the idolcttrlj of f(tith.
" Only believe" is made the hinge on which all is turned. Now," only
believe," where it springs from a living heart, and not a dead one, is very
precious: It is then the issue of the work of the Spirit, and many a
child of God only wishes he could believe, and realize" the like precious
faith of God's elect;" but the cant and general way iu which it is used,
calling upon dead souls to do a living act, is quite anC'ther thing. Yet
this is the way in which, in our day, servant girls and weak-minded
people are swept by shoals into the Arminian nets; and, as one said
the other day, "Oh, I only said I believed to get rid of the man."
Depend upon it, dear reader, real believing is not such an easy matter.
Jesus hai assured Hie very disciples and followers that the third day He
would rise again; but, although these words fell from His own lips,
they did not believe, or understand His words, for Mary, the mother of
J ames, takes sweet spices to the sepulchre that they might anoint His
body. Had she believed His word that He would rise again the third
day, she would have argued, "My sweet spices would be of no avail.
He said He should rise again, and so He will." \Ve repeat, then, this
" only believe" is no slight matter. If those about our Lord found it
difficult-yea, impossible, unless springing from life divine-so shall we ;
·and we are persuaded that the "only believe" religion referred to is as
doubtful as a coin made of spurious metal. It may have the Queen's
image stamped on it, and so appear to be genuine, but in fact it is worse
.than worthless, for it is a deception; and I would have people solemnly
warnec: of the dead faith of a (lead soul. Mark the case of Simon, who
"himself believed also, and when he was baptized, he continued with
Philip, wondering at the miracles and signs which were done." But what
was Peter's testimony against that man 7 "Thou hast neither part nor
lot in this matter, for thy heart is not right in the sight of Gael. Repent
therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of
thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive that thon art in the
gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity." It is a great question to
our mind whether there are not thousands in the present day who, like
Simon, " believe also," but are still, whether they know it or not, "in
the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity." Let not such views,
Scriptural as they are, discourage for a moment a true child of God.
Your case, my brother or sister, is far different. The living faith of a
living soul is easily discovered; it is as contrary as light is to darkness.
And now we must refer to another phase in the unity of God's
purpose, namely, in His discipline with His blood-bought people; and
here I pen a sentence which I fear will startle some. It is that, if
I could have any doubts about His unity of purpose, it would be
here, for t.here are things permitted ofttimes of such an acute character
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that greatly astonish us, and often cast us down. For example, why
does the Lord permit circumstances in a family to be of such a trying
nature as that they bring down a Christian father's "gray hairs with
sorrow to the grave," or a Christian mother's brow to become wrinkled in
a settled melancholy ~ Or, again, why does the Lord permit an ungodly
man to prosper in his business, while everything seems to militate
against the worldly success of the struggling Christian ~ Or, again,
why does. He permit His child to be so placed as that, yearning for
the pure preached Gospel, it is altogether out of his reach ~ But, dear
reader, multiply such instances of things hard to be understood a
hundred-fold, and yet we must believe that everything pennitted is for
a wise end, and that, without a shadow of a doubt, there is as much
unity of purpose in His discipline as everywhere else.
Take one instance of how such things may be cleared up.
How
singular that the Lord, after lifting Paul up into Paradise, should,
upon, his return in felt feeling to earth, send "a messenger of Satan
to buffet him." Yet he tells us the wise reason of such discipline.
It was" lest he should be exalted above measure." So hard to bear
was this" thorn in the flesh," that he sought the Lord thrice for its
removal; but no, there came the "My grace is sufficient for thee; My
strength is made perfect in weakness." Gladly then could he "glory
in his infirmities, that the power of Christ might rest upon him."
Three things are sure to accompany our lot down here, namely,
worry, weariness, and watchfulness; while tlu:ee things mark our estate
up yonder, namely, repose, recognition, and revelation. The former
endurance is "but for a moment;" the latter enjoyment is for ever
and ever. It is enough, friend. Be cheered in the prospect, for the
eternal gain is cert,ain. Amidst the uneasy and worrying things of this
Who clln
life, it is precious to realize moments of peace in Christ.
describe what it will be to be at peace for ever in His loved presence ~
If "thorns in the flesh" lead to a "glorying in infirmities, that the
power of Christ may rest upon us," who' shall say it is not well'-\1ot
all ordered for our eternal good and gain ~ If, then, there is divine
discipline, sometimes hard to be understood, yet there will be divine
solace to support under it. For instance, how sweet is that expression
used concerning Joseph, in Acts vii. 9: "God was with him," especially if we couple with it our Lord's own declaration, "Lo, I am with
you always, even lmto the end of the world."
Dear afflicted, sufFering child of God, what divine solace is here!
God in Christ with us, ever near-a precious fact, although we may
not always realize it. ,Ve wish we did.
You are never forgotten
by Him, not even during one moment of your life. Oh, the grace,
mercy, and love wrapped up in this fact! God ever near! I must
own that, in the review of life, with its multiplied cares, concerns,
and changes, I can see now why it was I was brought through,
upheld-yea, even uplifted. It was all because "God was with me;"
and, in the fresh, ever-upheaving cares it will be the same: "I will
never leave thee nor forsake thee." Oh, how my heart melts at this'
thought, which bids me "run through a troop, and jump over a
wall "-my God with me! What have I to fear ~
With me in
every distress, trial, difficulty-yea, with me ,in the hour of death. His
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divine presence is part of the unity of His purpose j and we do
not hesitate to affirm that, could there come a moment in one's
life when He had departed, when He had forgotten to be gracious,
when He removed His love, when He changed His purpose, that
purpose would not be complete-it would be mortal instead of immortal. Blessed be His name, when He said, "Lo, I am with you
always," it is true, blessedly true. Lord, give reader and writer faith
to lay hold of it, and exultingly say, If God be with us and for us,
what care we for all that is against us 1
Well, then, dear reader, in this matter of discipline, if this is a
world of irritation, and there is a tremendous lot in connection with
it to fret the brain, there are solaeing and soothing things yet precious to the Christian; and, amidst all, "the righteons shall hold on
his way," and it shall be well with him at-last. ,Ye ought, then,
to be thankful for everything that tends to make us learn the
truthful lesson that '" this is not our rest," and which drives us
here to the throne of grace, and quickens our steps to the throne
of glory. Depend upon it, adversity has its advantages" Lead-coloured clouds, in scattered fragments seen,
Show, though in broken view, the blue serene."

Thus have we seen together, dear reader, the unity of God's purpose in the works of creation-everything in the heavens above us in
perfect order and arrangement; the same with the solid crust of the
earth, in the animal and vegetable kingdoms, in insect life, in everything that liveth in the seas and rivers-all are found performing 'their
several functions in accordance with the need and necessity.
" Great God, how manifold, how infinite
Are all Thy works! with what a clear foresight
Didst Thou create and multiply their birth!
My soul, bless thou this an-commanding King;
You, saints and angels, 'Hallelujah!' sing."

And yet in such evident truths man must, as we have seen, put in
the "dead fly" of infidelity and doubt. Then ,,-e have traced the
unity of God's purpose in providence and in grace, as seen in His
Word, in the Trinity, in His covenant plan of salvation, in His redemption work, in His Church, in the personal realization of -salvation,
and ill His divine discipline with the heirs of glory. Yet, in all these
varied points of truth, as we have seen, man will put in his "dead
flies" of creature mixture and nnneeded help. Such teaching, we are
~ssured, also will lead to practical religion, and the Christian will
earnestly desire that anything that tends to taint the character and
dishonour the name of Jesus will be eradicated, and that the "dead
flies" of easily-besetting sins which blacken the life may be completely
extracted.
And then, dear reader, much might be said upon the result of God's
We dare only venture upon three thoughts in
unity of purpose.
conclusion. Such divine purpose1. Shows us the perfection of His plan of salvation. Something sure
here to rest upon and trust in; a foothold that will bear me up amidst
the surging cares of life j something I can rely upon-and verily, this
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is a scarce thing in these days of treachery and deceit-a plan clear of
creature weakness and duplicity j and this will do for sinners who feel
that, if saved at all, it must be by sovereign grace.
" When o'er the wondrous scheme of grace
In Bible truth I rove,
I see the worst of Adam's race
Are saved by covenant love."

Again, this unity of purpose on the part of God2. Secures to His people their eveTlasting salvation. Life is passing
away. Oh, holY important to feel my salvation is secured by Omnipotency! There is nothing secure in this world. That which appears
to be so often proves the very contrary j but, when we come to the
great tllings of eternity, notb.ing is more desirable tllan tlle assurance
of eternal safety in Christ.
Then, again, God's divine purpose3. Saves His people for etemnl glory. This is His object-that they
may" inherit a throne of glory." N one lost by the way-all prepared
to meet Him and live with Him. No empty mansions. The climax
of God's unity of purpose will be seen in the gathering home of every
elect vessel of mercy to behold Christ's glory.
" ,Vhen, soon or late, they reach that coast,
O'er life's rough ocean driven,
They shall rejoice, no wanderer lost,
A family in heaven."

May you and I be there, dear reader, and Jesus shall indeed have all
the praise.
Bm·ton-on-Trent.
G. C.
EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS OF A NOW GLORIFIED ONE.
(Continued from page 279.)

Aug2tst 9th, 1875.
DEAREST PATTIE,-I have been debating whether it would be best
not to write at all to-day, or to send off a very unsatisfactory sort of
letter. I seem shut up from all that is good or pleasant, in a hard, dry,
cheerless sort of frame j so how can I iuite anything worth your reading ~
But I am afraid you will think me Yery ungrateful not to acknowledge
with many thanks your very acceptable letter. I had not at all a
good time yesterday (Sunday). No spirit of prayer was given menothing cheering was brought to my mind. I could see myself a parched
desert, and nothing could avail for good but a shower or some dew
from the blessed Spirit. It did not come, and the heavens above were
as brass. All my "pleasant things" were out of sight. You may
think I felt dull and gloomy. I tried to entreat for a blessing on
you and the dear friends, but I could scarcely call it prayer. Hart's
hymn just described the place I was in all the day: "Zeal extinguished
to a spark," &c.
In the afternoon I read some very nice pieces in your volume of
"Gospel Truths," but they did not cheer me. vVhat a lesson of creature
nothingness! No pleasant fruits are brought forth apart from power
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from on high. vVe can no more command or cause the feelings wo
desire to have than we can command the corn in the fields to grow
and ripen. It is and mnst be to the end, "wait on the Lord." Oh,
may He keep us waiting and watchful!
I hope I shall not communicate a doleful spirit to you, dear; but no,
it will not be so, unless the Lord sees it good it should be. I haye
as yet only run through your letter of this morning ouce, so I have
hardly grasped its contents. I must look at it again before I can
comment on what you say. I have not read the chapter in Jeremiah
you name, but I know one verse in it is, "I have loved thee with an
everlasting love." The God of truth ~poke that in my heart, and gave
me power to believe it. He changes not, and loves notwithstanding all
our wretched undeserving: "Nevertheless My lovingkindness will I
not utterly take from him." Many times I have been tempted to
disbelieve that word, "I have loved thee." It has seemed so impossible
that the holy and pure God could love such an one as He knows me
to be; and then it has been shown me how it is possible-in and through
and by Jesus. "Accepted in the Beloved," all are one in Him, and all
"loved with an everlasting love. " Well may He be to us "the Chiefest
an'ong ten thomand." He causes us to see and feel what we are with-·
out Him; and then, in His rich mercy, gives us to know what we are,in Him-CC without spot or wrinkle."

B--, August 16th, 1875.
My VERY DEAR FRIEND,-Very many thanks for the letter I havereceived this morning. I think you can scarcely tell how much I prize
hearing the things you tell me. If you should ever be set apart, a.
"solitary one," as I am, you will feel what a pleasure it is to receive
intelligence of the dear people with whom we feel oneness.
I am thankful to find you had a cheering hope given you yesterday
morning. The letter I received on Saturday was very doleful, but l
know all the Lord's people have to pass through such places all(l
feelings as you described. It is a part of their education. I sympathize
with you, yet, at the same time, it is the right thing, and, therefore,
I woulLl not that it should be otherwise. ,Ve none of us know what
we are till the Lord teaches us; and it is "here a little and there a
little" that He gives us, to see and feel what we are and what we
need. We crave His comforts, hut rebel against the means He uses'
for preparing a way for His comforts to be given. You and I' will
have to go on learning as long as we remain on earth, and shall have
our ups and downs and ins and outs, and shall oftentimes grow wearf
of the way; and, but for our Lord's unwearying lovingkindness, should.
run away from His teaching and ruin ourselves.
" When we in darkness walk,
Nor feel the heavenly flame,
Then iJl the time to trust our God,
And rest upon His name."

I feel thankful to the Lord that I have a good hope you are ana
of His chosen. I expect' to hear of much the same sort of teaching
that I have been favoured with-teaching that is highly distasteful to
our nature, beyond what we ever thought of, yet such teaching as wiJll
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cause us to love and praise' Him for giving us throughout all
eternity.
There is a piece in the Gospel Aclvocate from Toplady's writings that
suited me so well, and I thought woulrl exactly suit you. Toplady is.
one of the clear saints of God for whom I feel much 101'0. The following lines of his have been especially blessed to me··" Payment God cannot twi~e demand-·
First at my bleeding Surety'g hand
And then again at mine."

.....

I can never tell what blessedness was brought to me by these words.
I did get a lift yesterday, but not till night; and then, in reading
Hawker's Portion for the evening, it came so fittingly that I was·
helped to pour out my heart to the Lord, and all was right. I must ask
you to turn to that Portion, and there you "'ill see just what I have
been feeling. The text is from Psalm lxv. 3: c: Iniquities prevaiL
.against me."
Oh, how much I should l1[1\'e liked being with you yesterday! Psalm
cxliii. is especially mine. Before I came to L--, when at B--,
I used to turn to it and read it till I knew it by heart. I do not doubt
that our clear Mr. ,Voo:ls spoke very sweetly and cheeringly from
the eighth verse.
'VeIl, d(',arest Pattie, I capnot say when I may see you again. I
have great fear,;; about taking my own way, and doing things because
they would be most pleasant to myself. I have had to smart for
ordering my own steps; and perhaps, if I were to take my own way and
return to Chichester to lJlease myself, as at times I am tempted to
do, the step might turn out altogether different to what I wish. It
is the blessing of the Lord alone that makes any means profitable
to us or any friend to be a comfort. You have not yet had S(}
much to make you "sick of self" and your own will as I have
had. I have for years entreated the Lord to subdue my will; consequently, I much dread setting my mind on [tny one thing that Ji
do not feel to be according to His mind and will. This beiug so,
I do not get disappointed so frequently as I formerly used to be.
I have told you I was bidden to" endure hardness," and at times
there is very great hardDess in having our wills crossed. I have
been struck with the word that says, "Jesus plcasell not Himself."
I am very thankful for your letters, so please to GO all as kindly
as you have hitherto done. May you be kept" looking unto Jesus."
"Draw us; we will then run after Thee." Much love to -you, my
dear sister.
Yours lovingly,

M. Go
(To he continued.)

THE Almighty Spirit is ever present with the blessed in hea.ven,
and never absent from the redeemed on earth. In every moment of
time He diffuses His everlasting consolation through all the mansions,
the innumerable mansions of glory, and sheds His sacred influences
upon all, even the meanest, believers on earth.
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MEMORIALS OF MERCY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
• DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I beg to enclose the extracts from my late
dear brother's note·book, if you approve of them, fur insertion in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I know many of your readers will value them.
When copying the clream, I felt it somewhat remarkable and striking that the last sermon my d';ar brother heard in public worship
was in the evening of the 25th November, lSi9, preached by Mr.
Sinden, from these words, "He said, It is finished" (John xix. 30).
You, dear sir, may have forgotten us long ago, but we have ever
remembered your kind visit to our house at Reading. Our late friend
Mr. Fox, at whose house you were staying for the night, came with
you, the morning after your memorable lecture for the Young Men's
Christian Association, all "The Power of the Gospel," and which has
passed into the hands of many of our fl'ienus. Yon took an early
dinner with us, previous to your taking train for London; after which
you read the "'IVord and engaged in prayer, our dear aged father, between
eighty and ninety years of age, kneeling close by your side, as he was
very deaf. You, dear sir, were much interested in the dear aged one.
After you had left, in answer to dear . brother's question, he said he
heard every word of your prayer to the Lord, and enjoyed it much.
The dear Lord gathered him home a few days after his ninety-second
birthday, in January; 1872, as a shock of corn fully ripe.
I see you have some of our late dear friend J\'Iiss G--'s
letters. vVe knew her well (her birthpbce was in Hampshire, near our
own). vVhen in Chichester she spent many hours with us, in spiritual
conversation with' my beloved brother. He often said she was the
most spiritually-minded person he ever kuew. Her truly Christian
letters to us we greatly Yallle. She used to give him £5 at a time,
to . dispense as he thought best to the poor and needy; and, after
her death, which took place in ISH, the LorLI raised up another dear
friend to do the same. and 'which she still continues. I so often feel
how greatly the Lord' blessed him with the confidence of so many.
When I was looking at his dear suffering face on the second morning
of the New Year of last y('ar, this came \\-it.l such power, "Yea, and
he shall be bles3ed;" and how truly it wa3 Yerified, for he was so
greatly favoured and blessed, through the goodness of the Lord.
May He strengthen you and spare your life for the truth's sake, is
the earnest desire, dear sir, of
Yours very sincerely,
Chichester, 5'ebma1'Y 7th, 1880.
E. OAKSHOTT.
[We remember the visit to Reading, and the lecture to which our
loved correspondent refers, as well as the late Mr. Fox, at whose
house we tarried for the night; but the other particulars of which she
speaks had quite gone from our remembrance. In fact, we are often
struck when reminded by correspondents of certain incidents of longgone-by occurrence. Our own forgetfulness often serves instrumentally
to recall His precious words who says, "0 Israel, thou shalt not be
forgotten of Me." Alas! alas! if He were to forget us as we forget
Him, or forget one another, what must, to all intents and p.urposes,
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become of us ~ Oh, how gracious aud condescending is the Lord's
reply to the exclamation, "But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken
me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Oan a woman forget her
sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her
womb ~ Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I
have graven thee upon the palms of My hands; thy walls are continually before Me" (Isaiah xlix. 14-16).-ED.]
EXTRACTS FROllI HIS NOTE-BOOK.
March 5th, '1862.-A DREAM.-I and my dear father stood before
the tribunal of God. I felt God the Father and God the Son were there,
but not visible; and I heard a voice saying, "You both are acquitted."
I saw' two large books laying on a sort of bench; they each had large
iron hinges. I opened one of the books, and read as follows, "Thy
throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever; the sceptre of Thy kingdom
is a right sceptre. Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness:
therefore God, Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of
gladness above Thy fellows." This appeared to be God the Father
speaking to or of the Son of God. This I pointed out to my dc-ar
father in the book I then opened the other large book, just the
same form and size as the first book, and I read therein, "It is
finished!" "I~have finished the work Thou gavest Me to do." I said,
"Oh, my dear father, what a confirmation!" ,Ve then seemed to be
returning home together, and, on thinking of our acquittal, I said,
"Oh, father, only to think you and I should be acquitted!" I felt
such an overpowering sense of joy in my heart. I exclaimed, " Oh, my
father, I am so exceedingly happy, I can scarcely contain myself,"
and I wept for joy. I awoke with a heart brimful of happiness and
eyes fL111 of tears, but, behold, it was a dream.
August 27th, 1862.-Aftcr the deep exercises which the dear Lord
brought me through, I came this day to Broad Street, Reading, and
opened this business on September 29th. Here I woald acknowledge
the Lord hath fulfilled His promise to me so many times and in
so many ways that I think, if I could not trust His faithfulness
and power, I should be doubly inexcusable; but, alas! I so often fail
in that precious grace, trnst, that I cannot trust myself for trust, and
therefore pray for grace to put my trust in God. That He works by
means is certain, and I hope to try all the means He puts into my
hands. In the meanwhile, I desire to cast my care on Him, and
remember that "he that believeth shall no't make haste." The allwise God, whose never-failing providence ordereth every event, usually
makes what we set our hearts upon unsatisfactory, and sweetens what
we most feared, brings evil out of seeming good, and real good out
of seeming evil, to teach us to trnst in Him, and to live by faith upon
Himself. I, in my poor feeble prayers before coming here, most earnestly
entreated the dear Lord to be graciously fpleased to choose my heritage
and fix my lot, and to command His gracious blessing on the event,
and make it entirely H'is own doings, not mine.
.
[At the end of this he writes his grateful acknowledgment.]
Decembe1' 29th, 1866.-" Himself hath done it" is the voice of His
"Vord, and faith responds, "It is well." How much we lose when we
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neglect to trace the leadings of God's providence, as links 111 the chain
of His eternal purpose of redemption and grace! 'While infidels may
scoff, let us adore. In olden times, "they that feared the Lord spake
often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book
of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the Lord,
and that thought upon His name." That" book of remembrance" is not
yet closed.
" .No more, ye
No more, ye
No more, ye
Estates with

wise, your wisdom boast;
strong, your valour trust;
rich, survey your store,
heaps of shining ore.

"Glory, ye saints, in this alone,
That God, your God, to you is known;
That wisdom, wealth, and power we find
In our J ehovah all combined."

How great and mysterious and infinite the condescension of a Triune
God-that, if it were not the undeniable language of inspiration, we
should hesitate to admit a fact sO strange and stupendous-Cl For thus
saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is
Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of it
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit. of the humble, and to
revive the heart of the contrite ones."
" .AHl.ictions are in love designed,
Although so roughly dressed;
They teach this lesson to the mindThis world is not our rest."

I bless the Lord, He balances my afflictions with many consolation".
Oh, yes, the dear Lord hath ever been better to me than all my fears.
The precious love and blood of Emmanuel realized in my soul have
brought peace, pardon, and consolation to me and to thousands, and
will continue to do so when the hand that now writes and the eye that
reads will be both motionless in the silent grave. Sympathy is a special
grace. I am quite sure it is good for us to cultinte it; but, even among
those from whom we hope and expect it, how often are we disappointed!
How sweet, then, to turn to One who is " touched with our infirmities" t
vVhat a striking contrast between our Lord's conduct to the Syrophenician woman and the disciples'! They said, "Send her away;" but
He knew her dist1'ess, and had compassion on her, and healed her.
J(tmla1'Y 1st, 1865.-Upon a review of the past year, I desire to
confess my unfruitfulness has been very great, my sins still greater,
and God's mercies greater than all. I conclude the past year under
the sweet feeling of the poet, dear Toplady" Kind Author and Ground of my hope,
Thee, Thee for my God I avow;
My glad EbenegCjl' set up,
And own Thou hast helped me till now.
"I muse on the years tliat are past,
Wherein my defence Thou hast proved;
Nor wilt Thou abandon at last
A sinner so signally loved."
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Afflictions are blessed to us, when we can bless God for afflictions.
It is a great mercy to enjoy the Gospel of peace, but a greater to enjoy
the peace of the Gospel.
June, 1865.-1 am often obliged to come to this: "Thou hast delivered my soul from death; wilt Thou not deliver my feet from
falling, that 1 may walk before the Lord in the land of the living 1 "
My track is rather help, in many instances, than deliverances; and,
"having obtained help of the Lord, 1 continue unto this day." "Fear
not: I will help thee." What 1 have passed through has answered
the purpose, in some measure, to make God in Christ more precious
to my soul, and myself more base; and at times 1 am very dissatisfied
with the religion of many who seem to stand high in profession,
and still more dissatisfied with myself, and this keeps me in the
right place-in the dust of self-abasement before the Lord-and the
poor publican's prayer suits me well, "God be merciful to me [~
sinner! " To discern the hand of the Lord, and the movings of
His blessed Spirit in our hearts, is most pleasant, as it serves to
make us delight ourselves in Him, and at times it enables us to
cast ourselves upon Him-not from presumption, but as our only
refuge '1ud strength; and oh, bless His precious name, He has not
disdaiued nor refused to own me, in supplying my every need. Yet,
when 1 reflect on this, 1 cannot feel as 1 wish. 1 cannot obtain such
a humbling, self-loathing frame as ought to arise from an inward experience of the Lord's goodness and my extreme unworthiness meeting
together.
Nlay, 1866.-1 do long to realize this more, but 1 need many
changes to keep me in "the fear of the Lord all the day long." It
is said, "The wicked have no changes, and therefore they fear not
God."
"But, since my Saviour stands between,
In garments dyed in blood,
'Tis He instead of me is seen
When I approach to God."

I have felt unutterable sweetness of a sensible interest in God's
election, the covenant of grace, and righteousness of Christ. Oh,
the sweet thought to say feelingly, "They are mine!" One moment's
communion with a precious Christ, one moment's sense of union
with Him, one moment's view of interest in Him, is inestimable
beyond compare; indeed, 1 know it is.
1 see the absolute necessity, as well as the unspeakable blessedness,
of the living power of the Holy Ghost. Oh, may 1 ever honour the
blessed Spirit as well as the Father and the Son, the ever-bles£ed
Three in One and One in Three, constituting one Eternal J ehon\h.
Oh, my soul, is not often thy inquiry like the poet's" How stands the case, my soul, with thee 7
For heaven are thy credentials clear?
Is Jesu's blood thy only plea 1
Is He thy great Forerunner there 7"

, .

1J1[~1'ch 'lOth, 1867.-1 found these words very sweetly applied to my
soul while:dressing this Sabbath morning: "But God, who is rich in
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mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ (by grace are
ye saved)" (Eph. ii. 4, 5).
" Touched by the finger of Thy love,
Sweet melody of praise I bring;
Join the enraptured choirs above,
And feel the bliss which makes them sing."

- Sometimes I ~ink as if overwhelmed by a view of the depth of the
fall, and a sight and sense of my own actual sins and inherent sinfulness; and then, again, I am raised up by a believing view of the
finished work of the Son of God, and of that precious blood which
cleanseth from all sin.
(To be continued.)

"HE BEING DEAD, YET SPEAKETH."
BY THE" W,\YSIDE NOTES" WRITER.

I HAVE lately become possessed of the entire works of the immortal
Toplady, and I cannot find it in my heart to 'keep my treasure shut up
to myself. Doubtless many of the Lord's f~mily possess also these
valuable works, but there must be very many who do not. I therefore
propose, for their soul-benefit, to cull from and comment upon the
inestimable writings of this dear man of God; and, if our dear Editor
permits, to ventilate such through the pages of our family Mag~zine.
Would that the Lord would raise up an Augustus Toplady in the
present day! He has not left Himself without witnesses, but they are
few and far between; still He knows what is best for us. May He
give us grace to testify to the end of our days of those precious and
great truths of His ''lord that were preached and taught by dear
Toplady.
The illustrious character who is the subject of our thoughts was the
SO!l of Richard Toplady, a major, who died at the siege of Cmthagena,
soon after his birth. His mother's maiden name was Catherine Bate.
She was sister to the Rev. Mr. Bate, Rector of St. Paul's, Deptford, by
whom they were married at the forenamed church, December 21st> 1737.
They had issue one son, named Francis, who died in his infancy, and
afterwards the subject of this memoir, who drew his first breath at
Farnham, in Surrey, November 4th, 1740.
He received the first rudiments of his education at vYestminster
School, where he early evinced a peculiar genius. From his studies at
that place he aGcompanied his honoured parent in a journey to Ireland,
to pursue claims to an estate which she had in that kingdom. ~ otwithstanding the solitary state in which his mother was left, she
anxiously watched over him with the deepest sympathy of affection,
~\lld persevered in a plan for his education and fLlturo views in life,
which were the principal concerns of her maternal solicitude. The son
returned her tender care with the utmost affection. Indeed, EO great
was the obligation which he always conceived he owed her, that he
never mentioned her but in words of expressive sensibility and gratitude.
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As this son was improving those natural talents he was so eminently
endo'wed with, it pleased God in His providence, when he was about
the age of sixteen, to direct his steps into a barn at a place called
Codymain, in Ireland, where a layman was preaching. The vVord of
God then delivered was fixed upon his conscience "in demonstration
of the Spirit and with power," so that his faith did not "stand in
the wisdom of men, but in the power of God." There was nothing
peculiar in the place or instrument to work upon the fancy or passions,
therefore, to attempt to explain the effect by any logical or metaphysical
investigation would be ridiculous, while we have the Scriptures in
congeniality with facts to inform us that "it pleaseth God by the
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe."
The subject of our memoir made it appear that he was not afraid
of literary labour. The valuable years of his youth were devoted to
useful and honourable studies, rather than in frivolous o.ccupation, such
as too often engrosses the minds of young men at his age. He laid
~ solid basis for future years, and the superstructure was beautiful.
Between the age of fifteen and eighteen, by way of relaxation from
his studies, he employed himself in writing poetical pieces, which
were printed at Dublin in the year 1759. They were by no moans
deficient in spirit and force: some of the verses were truly poetical,
and many of the thoughts new. The ardour of religion which irradiated he morning of his life was increased with lustre in his maturer
years.
Richly replete with a variety of gifts, and divinely instructed in
those doctrines requisite for a Christian and a minister, he received
imposition of hands on Trinity Sunday, the 6th of June, 1"762. He
entered upon the ministerial functions not only as a scholar, and as
one professing religion, but as an honest man (mark). He mentions
that he subscribed to the Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy, five separate
times from principle. He did not subscribe to them and not believe
them, ItS many do, but he subscribed to them because he thoroughly
believed them. He was well persuaded that, after such an awful
declamtion made by every candidate for holy orders, the man thltt
can draw back or palliate for any sinister purpose the doctrines he
has subscribed to, so as to insinuate himself into the favour of men,
to avoid any persecution, or for any aggrandisement, must be devoid
of eyery upright principle, and openly prove himself an apostate from
the Church, a traitor to the cause he once avowed, and a liar to
the Holy Ghost.
Shortly after his initiation into the ministry, he was inducted into
the living of Blagdon, in Somersetshire, which was procured by friends
in a manner very usual; but so scrupulous was he, when acquainted
with the circumstance, that he was not easy until he had resignec1 it.
In the year 1763, he took possession of the vicarship of Broad
Hembury, near Honiton, in Devonshire, which he held until his death.
The whole produce of the living did not amount to £80 per annum.
He was by no means sedulous after temporal profits, or desirous of
pursuing ecclesiastical preferments. It was his pre-eminence to merit
the highest, and to be content with the lowest. In this situation he
composed the greater part of those writings which will be esteemed
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and valued while the genuine principle; of Christianity continue to be
revered.
vVe now propl)sc to refer to those writings. They were, however,
not merely very valuable, but very voluminous.
In the beginning of the year 1774, a religious pamphlet was
printed, called the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, being a new series of a former
work under that name which was continued statedly. The forenamed
journal was carried on with distinction for a few years.
From
December, 1 n5, -to J Ulle, 1776, Mr. Toplady was the Editor, which
cnhanced the sale considera.bly. Some of the anonymous parts he
compos6d himself shine conspicuous, He often appeared under the
modest character of ":Minimus." Sometimes he adopted the descripti.e
signature of "Concionator," and a few papers with the initials of h.is
own name. 'Vith the assistance of ingenious and learned correspondents, he continued for a time to enrich and di,ersii: this mon hly
publication.
But to refer to his stanrlard writings. If"e can only name some.
His "Historic Proof of the Doctrinal Cal,illi-m of the Church of
England" (365 pages) is an exceedingly able and important work.
The ,same al~o must be said of his "Chronology of England, from
Egbert to Henry the Eighth." He wrote also many biographies of
eminent men. His" Observations on the Divine Attriblltes," and his
"Caveat Against Unsound Doctrine: The Church of England Vindicated from the Charge of Anninianism," and "The Doctrine of
Absolute Predestination Stated and Effected" - these and his other
works are invaluable. Nor did he push aside a]] secular subjects.
There is his" Sketch of Natural History," "Ilith particulars of birds,.
meteors,· sagacity of brutes, and the solar system; a "Sketch of
Modern Female Education," &c., &c., are scholarly and instructive,
His sermons and essays also were very many. "Free-will and Merit
Fairly Examinecl j or, Men Not their O"llll Saviours," may be mentioned
as truthful and decidedly Scriptural. But of his sennons, the gems,
to my mind, are, "Good News from Hea,en; or The Gospel a Joyful
Sound;" ancl "The Various Fears to which God's People are Liable"
- " vVithin were fears." His" Course of Family Prayer" is very
valuable to those ,.ho feel they have need of a form to help them in
their pleadings at the throne of grace.
I am not· going to say that this dear man of God was perfect, either
in his writings or his character. To my mind, there was but one
perfect Man ever lived, and He is the God-man Christ Jesus; but,
,vith regard to the imperfections in this good man's writings, it may
be deplored that he wrote so much of a personal character against
leading Arminian teachers, as, for instance, his pamphlet, "An Old Fox
Tarred and Feathered," written, as he says, "to raise a little skin, by
giving the Fox a gentle flogging as a turncoat." Yet it must be borne
in mind that he received great provocation, and the old nature is the
old nature still. He states that "Mr. W esley and his subalterns are
in general so excessively scurrilous and abusive, that contending mth
them resembles fighting with chimney sweepers or bathing in a mud
pond." This certainly appears strong language; but when, as he tells
us, he was called by the enemies of the truth "a flaming Calvini:,-t,"
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a dragon," "a venomous slanderer," "a persecutor," "a perfectionist,"
." a Papist" (above all), "a Socinian," "the greatest bigot that ever
·existed," "a wild beast of impatience and a lion-like fury," &c., &c.,
.it is scarcely to be wondered at if this so-called "wild beast" did set
his paw upon his calumniators, and give -them an occasional mauling
which made them writhe a bit.
His anecdotes were very instructive. We can only refer to two or
-three. He tells us that a minister was recovering from a dangerous
-illness, when one of his friends addressed him thus: "Sir, though
God seems- to be bringing you up from the gates of death, yet it
will be a long time before you will sufficiently retrieve your strength
and regain vigour enough of mind to preach as usual." The good
man answered, "You are mistaken, my friend j for this six weeks'
illness has taught me more divinity than all my pa3t studies and
.all my ten years' ministry put together."
Again he writes, "My late revered friend, the truly reverend and
useful Mr. George Whitefield, was preaching one time at Exeter.
A man was present who had loaded his pocket with stones, in order
to fling them at that eminently precious ambassador of Christ. He
heard his prayer, however, with patience j but no sooner had he
named his text than the man pulled a stone out of his pocket
and held it in his hand, waiting for a fair opportunity to throw
it.
But God sent a word to his heart, and it dropped from his
hand. After sermon, he went to dear Mr. vVhitefield (whose name
I can hardly think of without tears) and told him, 'Sir, I came
to hear you this day with a view to break your head, but the
.Spirit of God, through your ministry, has given me a broken heart.'
The man proved to be a sound convert, and lived an ornament to
the Gospel. 'Such power belongeth unto God.'''
Again, he tells us that "a person was preaching in Norfolk some
time ago, and, among other observations, made the following: 'If
King George was to come and knock at your doors, you would all
strive who should come and let him in first. Why do not you,
with at least equal readiness, let Christ into your hearts?' One of
'his auditory took occasion to ask him, when sermon was over, 'What
if King George should knock at the door of a house iu which all the
people were dead 1 ,Yho, I wonder, would rise and let the King
in 1'"
'Ye have now to refer to his truly evangelical and precious hymns.
Forty-two petitionary hymns: among them may be mentioned that
heautiful one " Upon entering a church where the Gospel is
})reached "4'

.

'

« Fdother of love, to Thee I bend

" Thy pardonipg voice I come to hear,
My heart and lift mine eyes;
To know Thee as Thou art;
Dh, let my prayer and praise ascend
Thy ministera can reach the ear,
But Thou must touch the heart.
As o:lour~ in the skies!
H Oh, stamp me in Thy heavenly mould,
And grant Thy Word applied
May bring forth fruit an hundred-fold,
And speak me justified."

Fifteen Eucharistic hymns, or hymns of thanksgiving: "Immoveable
AA
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our hope remains," and "Fountain of never-caasing grace~" - Fifteen
p'araphrases on select parts of Holy vVrit, seven hymns on the death
of friends, and ten on sacred subjects. But, to my mind, the gems
are under the heii,d of "Hymns 'V ritten on Sacred Subjects and
Particular Occasions." Here we find that splendid hymn"Encompassed with clouds of distress,
Just ready all hope to resign;
I pant for theJight of Thy face,
And fear it will never be mine.

" Disheartened with waiting so long,
I sink at Thy feet with my load;
All plaintive I pour out my song,
And stretch forth my hands unto
God."

~

Again, that spiritual and well-known hymn" A debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear, with Thy righteousness
on,
My person and offering to bring.

" The terrora of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do;
My Sa,iour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from
view."

And then"At anchor laid, remote from home,
Toiling, I cry, 'Sweet Spirit, come!
Celesti<\l breeze, no longer stay,
But swell my sails and speed my way.' "

Also might be m.entioned" Your harps, ye trembling saints,
Down from the willows take;
Lond to the praise of love divine
Bid every string awake."

And the last, though not the least, that incomparable hymn"Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
LEt me hide myself in Thee;
Let the ,,-ater and the blood
From Thy ri,-en side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure;
Cleanse me from its guilt and power."

This is a hymn that has been a source of solace to many Christians
while living, but especially to them in their dying hours.
vVe should have liked to have culled from this dear man of God's
"Diary," but must reserve this for another opportunity.
It was the infelicity of this dear seryant of God to haye a capacious,
soaring mind enclosed in a very weak and languid body; yet this by
no means retarded his intense application to study, which was often
prolonged until two or tbree o'clock in the morning. This, and the
cold moist air that generally prevails in Devonshire, which is extremely
pernicious to weak lungs, is more than probable laid the foundation of
a consumption which terminated in his death. He endeavoured to
.exchange his living for one in a southern part of the island, but could
not obtain it. As his strength and health were greatly impaired, he
was advised by the faculty to remove to London, which he accordingly
did in the year 1775; and,' notwithstanding his debilitated frame, be
continued to preach a number of sermons in the churches for the.
benefit of public charitable institutions.
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Having no settled situation in the Metropolis to preach in, and many
of his friends being desirous of receiving the advantages of his ministry,
they procured, by an engagement with the trustees of the French
Calvinist Reformed Church in Orange Street, Leicester Fields, their
chapel for divine service on Sunday and vVednesday evenings; and
Mr. Toplady accordingly preached his first sermon there on Sunday,
April 11 tb, 1776, from Isaiah xliv. 22. It was on that spot where he
closed his ministerial labours, which continued there for the term of
two years and three months. In his addresses from the pulpit in that
chapel, he appeared often, as it were, divested of the body, and to be
in the participation of the happiness that appertains to the invisible
state. It was not the mechanical process of preaching, regulated by
the caprice of the moment. What he delivered he felt, and his feelings
proceeded from thoughtfulness, meditation, and experience-:m experience
illuminated by divine kn')wledge, which continued copiously -increasing
the nearer he approached his heavenly inheritance.
(To be continued.)

CANO~ RYLE'S INTENTIONS.
SPEAKING at the recent annual meeting of the Church Pastoral
Aid Society, the Bishop Designa e of Liverpool said he believed,
in common with the Society, that the Church of England was meant
to be a Protestant Evangelical Church. With that belief he intended
to go down to his new diocr-se; with that belief he would be a friend
to everyone who was a law-keeper. To all such he hoped to be
courteous, but he was not ashamed to s'ty that he dill not go to
Liverpool as a. colourless Bishop, and it was !lot his intention to haul
.down those colours of Protestantism which thirty,live years ago he
nailed to the mast. They wanted to support "the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth," and not to give money for the pro.pagation of that which was not the truth of God.
High Church
people called them narrow-minded and party-spirited beca.use they held
such views, but, when a High Church clergyman wanted to engage a
curate, did he ever employ one who did not exactly agree with his
own ideas ~ His own belief was, that the best way to promote the
.progress of the Church was to endeavour to bring the Dissenters back
to it, and to increase as far as possible the preachers of he pure
Gospel of Christ. IVhen he went to Liverpool, he would go as a
thoroughly Protestant bishop; and, if he proved lmfit for his post, as
spme of his critics predicted, he believed that unfitness would not
arise from his being a true Protestant.
[May Goel, of His great mercy, keep His servant faithful to these
his solemn pledges. Then, in clue time, he shall hear the gladsome
"vVell clone, good and faithful servant."-ED.G. M.]

THE Christian can no more pray il~ a spiritu~l' ID.J1nner. without
"the Spirit of grace and of supplication," than a. ,vessel can sink 'withQut water, or th;m a man can 'breathe without life.:
', .
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l'REACHED IN ST. JAMES'S CHURCH, CAR~ISLE, O~ SlJ~D_\Y E\'E:S-DW,
MARCH 14TH, 1880, BY THE REV. D. A. DOUClNEY, Jl'K.

"And now, brethren, I commewl yon to God, and to the Word of IIis
gmcc, which is able to build you up, and to give yon an inheritanr.e among
aU them which are sanctified." -ACT::; xx. 32.
THERE are relationships in life which bind us very closely together,
such as that of parents to children, husbands to wives, brothers to
sisters j and, besides these, there are ties or bonds of union which
connect us with each other, and sometimes cause us to take a deep
interest in one another, such as, e.g., the fact of our being born in
the same country or city, our being engaged in the same occupation
0.1' place of basiness, our being members of the same religions denominatIOn, or belonging to the same political party. And similar to these
is the bond of union which exists between a pastor and llis congregation-a bond which, where the people are kindly disposed, and the
pastor endeavours to do his duty, is one of the strongest, one of the
most interesting, and one of the most enduring that can possibly
exist.
Such a bond as this united St. Paul to the believers at Ephesup.
He had been their pastor for three years, and a most faithful pastor
too. He had preached the Gospel so fully that he was able to say
that he had "not shunned to declare unto them the whole counsel of
God," and that he was "clear from the blood of all men." He had
preached the Gospel not only in public, but also from house to house j
he had warned the believers "day and night with tears j" and he hac1
set them a bright example of not only what a Christian's principles
should be, but of the manner in which those principles should le
carried into practice in every-day life. No doubt also he had been
to them a wise adviser in difficulty, a sympathizing comforter in
sorrow, and always an affectionate friend. His ministry seems to have
had (by the grace of God) a marvellous effect upon them. When he
first came to Ephesus, the number of the believers was extremely small,
only about twelve (xix. 7), and they were very ignorant-they had
not even so much as heard of the existence of the Holy Spirit! Now
the believers were probably to be counted by thousands, and they had
received the Holy Spirit, and been taught and endowed with great
power by Him. "Mightily," we are told, "grew the vVord of God
and prevailed." Many of the most unlikely persons were converted to
the faith; and it seemed at one time as if idolatry was about to be
exterminated altogether in one of its most famous strongholds, the
great city of Ephesus. The change in the ease of individual believers
must have been a most happy one, as St. Paul reminds them in his
Epistle. to the Ephesians. Previously they had been sunk ill darkness j now they were "children of light "--before, they had been
"without. God and without hope in the worid j " now they were
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"brought nigh," lovel1, redeemed, forgiven, saved, made "fellowcitizens of the s.\ints, and of the household of God," "acc~pteu in the
Beloved." Happy people! privileged pastor!
But this bond of union was about to be severed. The time had
come when the Apostle must bid . them farewell j and not only so,
but also impart to them the mournful intelligence that they shoulcl
see him again no more, because imprisonment, persecution, and
death awaited him elsewhere. Sad indeed must that parting have
been. It. is hard to say· farewell to a loving friend, even when you
hope to see him again, but harder still when you know that, in all
probability, yen will never see him again.
The Apostle gave them a parting charge. First, he warned them of
some impending dangers. He told them that, after his departure, evil
men would arise amongst them, striving to turn them from the 'simple
He charged.
faith of the Gospel, and doing them grievous harm.
the elders to take heed to themselves, and to "feed the Church
of God," over which the Holy Ghost had made them overseers;
and then, in the words of our text, he "commended them to God,
and to the, ",Yord of His grace, which," he says, "is able to build
you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are
sanctified."
My very de~\r friends, you know the reason why I have chosen this
verse as our text to-night. For sixteeu years we have been united
together happily-most bappily-:ts pastor and congregation j for sixteen years the sacred bond which united St. Paul to the believers at
Ephesus has, in a measure, united us together. But now it is about
to be severed for ever. VV'e may indeed meet each other again, but it
will not be in the same relationship. I may perhaps speak to you
again in this place, but it will not be as your pastor. I feel, therefore, thal. this is a peculiarly solemn time, inviting our special attention, and suggesting special thoughts.
First, it reminds us of .the flight of time, and of the fc~ct that all t-ime
must come to cm end. How long time appears as we anticipate it, but
how steadily it glides on, and how soon it is gone! If we could
certainly have known that we should be together for those sixteen
years, how long it would have seemed in prospeet! but it is passell,
gone, and how comparatively short it now appears! Thus it must be
with all time. Protracted though it be, it must eome to an end j but
eternity-eternity-it will last for ever! Oh, shall we not remind
ourselves afresh to night of the vast importance of spending time aright,
of anticipating its end, and of so "numbering," as it were, "our
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom" ~
How many changes have occurred during those sixteen year3!
HolV few of the dear friends who met together at the first services
which we held in the Holme Head School-house, in the latter part
of the year 1863, are here with us to-night! Some have gone to
their long, long home, and others have been scattered far and wide.
I :find that, during those sixteen years, no less than 14,735 funerals
have taken place in the neighbouring eemetery, or a number almost
equal to one half of the population of our eity. What changes do
those figures repre3ent! what partings, what bereavements, what
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sorrow! "Here we have no continuing city; " may we indeed "seek
for one which is to come.'!;"
Again, I am reminded of my ministry amongst you. I:.tm perfectly
aware that that ministry has been very imperfect, and that, therefore,
the less that is said about it the better.
In :.tlluding t,) it at all, I
I cannot for a moment presume
wish to allude to it very humbly.
to apply to it the language which the great Apostle could :.tpply to
his ministry amongst the Ephesians, and say that I know that "I
am clear from the blood of all men."
It is quite possible that,
through some imperfection in my preaching or in my- teaching or
example, some of you may have missed a blessing which you might
otherwise have received; but, if this should b the Clse, I pray God
from the depth of my heart that He will of His mercy abundantly
make it up to you. I pray that He will supply auy shor~comings,
and that He will turn, for your benefit, imperfection into perfection.
But, referring to my preaching, I think that I may say that "1 have
not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God," and that
I have "kept back nothing" that I thought would be "profi~able to
you;" and there are two passages of Scripture which are a comfort
to me with respect to it, namely, ",Ve have this treasure in earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not
of us;" and God says, " My Word shall not return unto Me void,"
&c. 1 think that I may say that, during the whole of those sixteen
years, my preaching has almost invariably been an exposition of
God's ·Word. To explain that ,Vord, to enforce it, and to illnstrate
it, has been my earnest anu. constant endeavour; and, in fur~llf'r::wce
of this, I find from my notes that I have preached some 1,200
sermons amongst you, from texts taken (without exception) from
every book in the Bible-I might almost say from every chapter ill
the Bible, except some of the chronological and historical chaptersand embracing its sweetest promises, its most solemn warnings, and
its most encouraging invitations. Brethren, this is something to say,
and I say it with humble gratitude. If any good be done, to God
shall be all the glory.
But now I appe~l to you to-night, and I ask you earnestly-If
this be so-if God's 'V ord has been thns preached - preached not
merely by me, but also by those good men who hHe assisted me
a.nd spoken to you from this pulpit-if God's ,Yorcl has really thus
been preached, I beg you to consider what effect it has had upon
you. It is the VV'ord of your Creator, your Father, your Benefactor,
your Preserver, your Judge, expressing His "ill respecting yo 1, His
care over you, His favour towards you. Have you, then-oh, have
you-received it as such? Have you considered it as a message from
heaven to your souls, and said, as it were, in response, "Speak,
Lord, for Thy servant heareth"? Some of you, I fully believe, have
done so. You have received that V,rord into your hearts; it lllts been
like good seed sown into good ground, and it is bringing for~lt holy
" Additional solemnity seems to be attached to these words in the fact that
one who heard them, a young man apparently in perfect health and strcngth,
who Bat close by the pulpit whtm this sermon was pre~ched, wa, within almost
a week suddenly summoned into eternity.
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fruit in your lives; it has been the joy and rejoicing of your souls j
it has caused you to "flee from tha wrath to come," to take refuge
in Jesus as your Saviour, to walk in His ways, to keep His commandments; and you are looking forward hopefully to the end, which
yO,u know will be eternal life and eternal glory.
Thank God
for this. Hold fast yout' faith and hope; let nothing cause you
ever to let them go, for "in due season you shall reap, if you faint
not."
But are there not others amongst us upon whom that 'Vord has
had no such effect; who have been utterly indifferent to it; who have
heard its warnings, but turned a deaf ear to them; who have listened
to its invitations, but refused' them 1 How is this 1 Like the dew on
a summer's night, refreshing abundantly some objects in nature, the
flowers, the shrubs, the trees; but touching not others, such as the
rocks and stones-so ~t wave, as it were, of heavenly blessing passes
{lver a congregation, touches a heart here and there, and lifts it heavenwards, but passes by others, leaving them uninfluenced, sin-bound, and
callous. Has not this happened amongst us 1 Oh, that God's Spirit
would work mightily amongst the uninfluenced, convincing them of
the folly and evil of sin, showing them the beauty of the way
of holiness, leading them to J eSLlS as their Saviour, that they may be
saved in Him for eyer!
This occasion also reminds me of my successor. Soon another will
occupy my place as your chief pastor. 'We know not who he will
be, bnt we know that the appointment is in good hands. Receive
him then, I beseech you, dear friends, as a pastor sent to you from
God. Rally round him, support him, encourage and help him, even as
~you have done me. Perhaps he may not please you all, but do not
leave the congregation on that account. Hold fast by him as long as
you possibly can, and pray for him, pray earnestly and perseveringly,
that a rich blessing may rest upon his ministry. I think that there is
no reason to fear that Ritualism will appear in this church; but, if it
ever should-as men, we know, change, and unexpected things sometimes
happen-I pray you resist it with all your might. It is an evil, a fearful
evil, leading many souls astray. Stamp it out as you would a lighted
firebrand, and never allow it to disgrace this house of God, in which
some of us have taken so great an interest. Yet do not make a
mistake in this matter; act wisely. Do not imagine that you see
Ritualism where not a trace of it is really to be found; e.g., one of the
;first things that my successor will probably have to do is to choose a
l1ew hymn-book, because all the copies of our old hymu-book have
some time ago been sold, and he must either have a new one or
reprint the old. If he chooses the former alternative, do not object
to it, so long as he makes a suitable choice. Or he may wish to
make some trifling changes in our mode of service. He may be accustomed to more music, and wish to have it here-not that, in mJ
·opinion, any such changes are needed. I think that we have sufficient
music, and that any addition ought to be introduced, if at all, with
very great care.. But do not disagree respecting such trifles as these.
Notice rather whether he is really a man of God, whether he preaches
faithfully the great doctrines of the Gospel, whether he acts up to
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those doctrines in his life; and, if so, cheer him and aid him to theutmost of your power.
And now for last words-the last words which you will ever hear
me speak in this place as your pastor. What shall they be 1 They
shall be words of heaven and words of Jesus!
"There is a blessed home,
Beyond this land of woe,
·Where trials never come,
Nor tears of sorrow flow."

o God, grant that we may all meet there!
And Jesus-precious Jesus--what shall I say of Him 1 I will say
this, that, if I have mentioned His love, if I have spoken of His
atoning blood, if I have alluded to His sympathizing friendship, I have
not said one hundredth part of what might have been said. Oh,
love Him with all your heart, for He is worthy of your love! Oh,
trust Him with all your soul, for He will never fail por deceive
you! Oh, look to Him under all circumstances of trial, difficulty,
temptation, or danger, for He is" a Friend that sticketh closer than a
brother;" and then-then-He will bless you for ever. Jesus, blessed
Jesus!

MEM01R OF THE LATE FRANUES RUSSELL,
1880.
My dear departed and beloved wife, the subject of this memoir, was
born on the 5th April, 1810, in the village of West Wittering, about;
seven miles from Chichester. The greater portion of the time from
her childhood up to years of maturity was spent with her parents
at the above-named place, and during which period she lived a strictly
moral life, the early part of which she attended the parish church,
but subsequently her attendance at divine worship was divided, as
she frequently attended a 1,Vesleyan Chapel, which had then recently
, been erected in the parish. But, although strict in her attendance
at the above places of worship, it was only done by way of duty,
being at the time ignorant of God and of herself as a sinner, and
without any spiritual concern whatever respecting the welfare of her
immortal soul, "having no hope, and without God in the world;" and
in this state she continued until about the twentieth year of her
age. But the most memorable time had now arrived in her expe"
rience, which is so beautifully expressed by dear KentWHO DIED AT ST. MARTIN'S, CHICHESTER, JANUARY 29TH,

"There is a period, known to God,
When all His sheep, redeemed by blood,
Shall leave the hateful ways of sin,
Turn to the fold and enter in."

The Spirit- of God now directed an arrow of conviction, which was
guided by an unerring hand to her soul, which pierced her througl~

The Gospel M agazille.

361

and through. She was wounded; she fell, and began to feel deep conviction of sin and transgression against a holy God and His righteous
law. All her sins, from childhood up to that time, were brought to
her vie,v, and stood in battle array before her, which caused her,.
as a poor, guilty, and law-condemned sinner, to cry mightily from her
inmost soul, "God be merciful to me a sinner!" Clouds and darkness now surrounded her, and she felt and heard in her inmost soul
the thunderings of Mount Sinai. She then saw, a3 it were, the flames
of hell rising up through the floor in readiness to consume her, during
which time she ran from room to room bitterly crying to the Lord,
"Pluck me as a brand from the burning! 'God be merciful to me
a sinner!'"
This state of mind lasted three days and nights, and, on the morning
of the fourth day (she being alone in the house, as was also the
case the three first days, and for which she felt so thankful), she
drew down the window-blinds and locked all the outside doore.
She then fell on her knees with a broken heart, and, with deep
crying and supplication, was enabled to pour out her soul to the
Lord. Many texts of Scripture were brought to her mind, which she
was enabled to plead with energy before the Lord; n,nd truly it
might be said in this case, "The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence,
and the violent take it by force; ,. for, all of n, sudden, an impulse
was felt within her, and she cried out vehemently,. "Lord, I cannot,
I will not, let Thee go, except Thou bless me!" No sooner had these
words passed from her lips than she heard, as it were, a voice speaking in her soul, "Daughter, go in peace: thy sins are forgiven thee."
She immediately exclaimed aloud, "Abba, Father, my Lord and my
God." A verse then came to her mind with great power and s,,-eetness, which she began singing with all the powers of her ooul" My God is reconciled,
His pardoning voice I helr ;
He owns me for His child,
I will no longer fear:
I'll now with confidence draw nigh,
And boldly 'Abba, Father!' cry."

She now felt herself to be as a little child, and was swallowed
up in wonder and amazement at the things which had happened to
her. She felt incapacitated to perform her household duties, and
scarcely knew how to give an answer to anyone respecting worldly
things, her affections being set on things above.
After this blessed manifestation of the pardon and· mercy of her
dear Lord and Saviour had been so blessedly sealed upon her conscience by the Holy Spirit, her soul was filled to overflowing with
joy and peace, through believing, day after day and night after night,
and those blessed words, "Abba, Father! ,. were continually reverberating through the inmost recesses of her soul, and her constant
employ was in singing and praising God for the goodness and mercy
He had revealed to her soul. She then be~an to feel such an intense
desire to
"tell to sinners round
'What a dear Saviour she had found;"
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and, her heart being so warmed with love, she embraced every oppartu,nity of telling her friends and relations, and all whom she
thought would hear it, what great things the Lord had done for
her, and that He had had mercy on her soul. She s~~id that it
now seemed to her that she was living in a new world. She saw
such beauty in everything around her, and felt that "old things
were passed away, and all things now had become new."
She now began to attend more regularly at the vVesleyan Chapel,
and the leaders 'of the cause, after hearing her relate what had passed
in her soul, prevailed upon her to attend their class-meetings a;lld
prayer-meetings, where she was induced to testify of the goodness
and mercy of her God in plucking her as a brand from the burning.
On hearing her relate those things, they seemed to rejoice with
her at the Lord's goodness j but I have very great reason to fear
whether there was one among them that knew anything savingly
Qf the power of vital godliness, or of the experience which she had
related to them. After this, they prevailed upon her to engage in
prayer (as was the custom among them for females to do), and I
can truly testify to the blessed manner in which she poured out her
prayer to the Lord, and the praises which flowed from her lips.
The dear departed one continued in this happy state of mind
some three or four months, after which time the sweet communion
and fellowship she had been enjoying with her dear Lord began very
sensibly to abate, and the Lord saw fit, for the trial of her faith, very
gradually to withdraw from her His comforting presence, and she now
began to feel within the workings of her corrupt nature. Doubts
and fears began to be felt by her respecting the reality of those
things she had experienced, and of the profession which she had been
making. Her prayers too became more cold and formal, and had
lost all that fervour and energy which she had been previously feeling
while at EL throne of grace, and now began to fear that she was
a' deceived character and a hypocrite. The preaching she had been
sitting under she now felt to be quite at variance with her feeling
and experience, being utterly unable to perform those things which
her Arminian friends had enjoined upon her to perform, alid proved
them physicians of no value. She then became dejected and cast
<lown in her mind, and ready to resign all hope and giye up everything as lost. But, when the remembrance of the blessedness she
had enjoyed crossed her mi~d) she would cry out, "Oh, t.hat I were
as in months past, as in the days when God preserved me j when
His candle shined upon my head" (Job xxix. 2, 3) j and would
express her feelings as Newton writes<c'ris a point I long to know[ "If I am, why am I thus 1
Oft it causes anxious thoughtDo I love the Lord, or no 1
Am I His, or am I not 1

Why this dull, this lifeles3 frame 1
H'trdly sure can they be worse
~Who have never heard His name."

Shortly after this time, on January 28th, 1831, we were married at
the parish church of IVest Wittering j and, in the kind providence of
God, by whose unerring wisdom the bounds of the habitation of all
His elect family are fixed, we wore, in a most ulloxpectecl and quite
unsought-for manner, brought to reside in Chichester, and which sub-
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sequently proved to be the means the Lord had appointed to bring the
dear departed one under the sound of the everlasting Gospel of the
grace of God, a privilege she had never enjoyed before, as, very
shortly after we became settled in Chichester, that deal' man of God,
the late Mr. Em,VARD PARSO~S, was in the providence of God also
brought to Chichester, and appointed pastor over the Church of God
who worshipped at Zion Chapel, and the dear departed one becn-me
one of the earliest members of the Church then formed at the above
place of worship, which was brought about by the following incident.
Being at that time snmmoned to appear at court at Petworth~ to
give evidence before the jnry, and having to drive from Chichester, it
was arranged for the deceased, also Mr. PARSONS and his daughter, to
accompany me there; and, during the time I was in court, they walked
together in the park Mr. PARSONS afterwards informed me that he
endeavoured to his utmost to draw her into conversation, feeling very
anxious to know if the root of the matter was in her; but not one
word could he elicit from her, but every now and then a deep and long
sigh would arise, and he said within himself, "Alas! the well is deep,
and I feel that I have nothing to draw with." He then called her
attention to the beautiful scenery around, then the deer in the park
and the swans in the water, but there were no charms in those things
for her. Then followed another long and deep sigh; after which, when
she could restrain it no longer, she burst into tears, and said, "Well
now, sir, I will tell you what an awfully-deluded creature I have been."
She then began where the Lord fi.rst begun with her, and related to
him all the things she had passed through with such childlike simplicity
that he began to weep with her, and said to her, "God Almighty bless
you, and may my God send you just such another delusion." She then
told him how that she harl come with a full determination not to enter
into any spiritual conversation with him, as she felt certain that he
would soon discover that she was nothing but a hypocrite. This was
the means of bl'inging about a very close union between them, which
subsisted until the dear man of God's death. From that he became
greatly interested in her spiritual welfare, and never could a loving
mother evince more wai;chful care and solicitude over her tender offspring than thn-t which he manifested toward her in the spiritual
welfare of her immortal soul. He told her that, through having fallen
into the hands of bad nurses, she had become a rickety child; and he
then began to expound unto her the way of God more perfectly, and,
being "a scribe wen instructed in the things of God," he gave her much
godly counsel and advice; and one injunction in particular which
he laid upon her made such a deep impression on her mind that it
never afterwards left her. He entreated her never to forsake or slight
t!le means of grace whenever the house of God was open, if there
was a possibility of her attendance; stating at the same time that
t'le day might come when she, through affliction of body, might be
prevented from doing so, and in such case she would then have no
cause to reproach herself for having neglected those means.
This proved to be strikingly verified in her case, as the sequel will·
prove. This godly counsel and instruction was very much blessed
tJ her, and was made, by the bles:;ing of the Lord, the means of
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strengthening her faith, and causing her hope to abound, and through
which she became much strengthened and established in the faith,
and the things pertaining to her soul's everla8ting salvation. She then
became a member of the Church, and sat under Mr. PARSONS' ministry
with great profit, being very much blessed under the preaching of the
W orcl. These wern happy days indeed to her. She would long for
and count the da,ys, and even the hours, when the time would arri\re
for her to go up to the house of her God. It was her invariable
custom at such seasons to leave her employment, however urgent it
might be, to attend the means of grace; and, at tbe close of the
service, to return home and resume her employment, to make up the
time she had spent in the service of God. It was her happy privilege
for a considerable period of time to be inclulged to "suck and be satisfied with the breasts of Zion's consolation, and to milk out and be
delighted with the abundance of her glory," and to be "borne upon her
sides and dandled upon her knees." But, as time rolled on, her family
began to increase, and the cares and anxieties pertaining thereto increased..
also; and, for the trial of her faith, the dear Lord sa.w fit to withdraw
His comforting presence from her. And now the dear departed one_
began to feel sore conflicts with the enemy and the powers of darkness,
which caused her at times to sink very low in her feelings; but there
were frequently seasons in which she was enabled to rise superior t(}
all these things, when she felt the "times of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord;" and, being often encouraged by receiving graciousanswers to prayer, she took courage, and "pressed forward toward the
mark of her high calling of God in Christ Jesus her Lord," through all
the trials and difficulties which at times pressed so hard upon her, both
in providence and in grace; an.d never did she feel so much in he1'
right element as when she was in the company of the dear children
of God, whom she always esteemed as the excellent of the earth. Her
heart and her house were always open to receive such, and scarcely
did a Sj,bbath evening pass away without some of them meeting, after
the service of the sanctuary, and relating to each other the gracio~ls;
dealings of God to their souls, as expressed by the prophet lIhlachl :
"Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: .and..
the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and 't book of remembrance was wntten
before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon
His name."
(To be continued.)

THE Lord hath promised to make all things work together for good
to those that love Him and are called after His purpose; and, if all things,
then their very sins and corruptions are included in the royal promise.
Oftentimes, when gifts and graces have puffed up believers, a grievous fall
shall serve to make them know their place, to drive them nearer to Christ,
to make them more dependent on His strength, to keep them the more
watchful for the future, to cause them to pity and sympathize ,,,,ith others
in the like situation, and to make them sing louder to the praise of free,
sovereign, restoring grace through all ages of eternity. No thm;ks to
sin if the Lord overrule it for the good of His people. It is stIll the
abominable thing which His soul hateth.

.,
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THE LORD'S EXPOSTULATION WITH HIS DOUBTIHG
ISRAEL.
(ISAIAH

xl. 2&-31.)

l Pa raphrJsed

according to Louth's translation. The condescending tenderram of
Oed's reawning with His own is obscured in our version.]
CHILD of the living God, whose drooping heart
Yeams for the sweet assurance of His love,
Yet. fail'st to realize the blessed part
Thou hast within His heart who dwells above, 1
Hear Him expostulate in tenderness ;-

"Lift up, lift up thine eyes to yon bright worlds!
Behold these countless orbs that circle round!
Who hath created them? Who mustereth
Their hosts by number, calls them all by names 1
And, by the greatness of His strength, and through
The might of His unbounded power,
Not one-not e'en the least amongst them allFails to appear in its appointed path
Amid the hosts that march in boundless space.
Why sayest thou, then, 0 doubting Jacob-why
And wherefore speakest thou, 0 Israel, thus'My way is hidden from the Lord; my ca~lse
Is passed o'er unheeded by my God' 1
Hast thou not known-yea, hast thou never hear<:'That God, the Lord, the Everlasting One,
Faints not, nor e'er is weary; but His thoughts,
His understanding, are unsearchable 1
He on His fainting ones bestoweth power;
To the infirm He multiplieth force.
The strong in nature's strength shall weary be ;
The chosen youths shall fall, to rise no more j
But those who, in their weakness, wait on Me,
New strength shall gather as they journey on;
They shall put forth new feathers like the bird
That mounts on fresh-plumed wings towards the sun;
Yea, they shall run, and never wearied be,
And forward march, nor faint along the road."
Then, drooping soul, wait still upon thy God;
Behind the darkness that enshrouds thee now,
Thy Father's look of love is fixed on thee.
The vision is for an. appointed time ;*
Wherefore, although it tarry, wait for it;
For surely, when the purposed time is come,
Then shall the vision of His smiling face
For which thy heart hath panted rise on thee;
Yea, surely it shall come, and tarry not.
God is a God of wisdom. t Blest are they
'Who, even in the dark, Cjl.n trust and wait.

M. J. M.

QUR sufficiency is from the Spirit of the Lord, even for strength to
lperform any action well, whether it be temporal or spiritual.

• Habakkuk ii. 3,

t Isaiah xxx. 18.
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THESE MOMENTOUS DAYS.
'YE have only to add to our oft-expressed conviction, that the times
in which we live are most momentous. From our inmost soul we
believe that we .are upon the eve of most terrible events. A judicial
blindness seems to !lave taken possession of the people-religious professors especially. By-and-bye, if we mistake not, they will awake, as
it were, from a dreadful dream to discover what their own mistaken
zeal, misguided charity, and prejudice have effected-namely, the
removal of the disabilities of the Papal power, until that very power,
realizing its ascendancy and authority, turns again and rends, persecutes
and crushes, its very aiders and abetton. '\Ve shall be censured for
thus expressing ourselves. IVe shall be met again by the oft-repeated,
" We have nothing to fear ti'om Popery." \\Tait and see! Is it in
anywise changed 1 "Vhat it was in England in times past, is it not
in other countries where it has dominion now 1 Does it not boast of
its infallibility 1
And the people's strength-the Protestantism of England-·where is
it 1 'Vas not the Maynooth Grant passed in the very teeth of the
country 1 Did the voice of the people-wide-spread and loud and
clamorous as it was-have any avail 1 And what power have tho
people now to prevent or reverse the appointment of a pervert to rule
the myriads of India, or a Papist to choose or reject those who are
to wait round and about the throne 1
If avowed atheists are to be sent to Parliament to represent the
people, and God's day and Word, and His very existence and authority,
are to be set at nought, what must-what can-we expect but His
own righteous retribution 1 Alas! alas! there is too grave reason, in
the present aspect of affairs, to substitute our own long-priVileged
country for the doomed Jerusalem. If the Master wept over it, well
may we weep over England, and, adopting His language, exclaim: "If
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things
which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.
For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a
trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every
side, and shall by thee even with the ground, and thy clJildren within
thee j and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another j because
thou knewest not the time of thy visitation" (Luke xix. 42-44).
The Hock for May 14th has the following weighty remarks upon
the present most critical crisis ;ROl\llSH APPOINTMENTS AND THEIR CONSEQUENCES.

I
I

I

Is there not something startling in the appointment of Romanists to
hi"h and responsible offices in which, if they be true to their own religious
principles, they mus~ be unfaithful to their Sovereign, the Constitution, and
laws of "this Protestant kingdom"? If it had been supposed before the
General Election that there would have been within a week or two after
its close a Roman Catholic as' Governor-General of India, a Roman Catholic
as the Queen's Chamberlain, and a Roman Catholic as Lord Chancellor of
Ireland, there would have probably been a very different result. The
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feeling of the Protestants of this kingdom, whether Ohtlrchmen or Dissenters, 'l!lan scarcely have sunk so low as to approve of such appointments;
and they would sooner that ten times the amount of their salaries had
been flung into the ocean than that the men themselves should have
been placed in positions to work mischief to the interests of England, and
to build up -the usurped authority of Rome.
n would be difficult to over-estimate the responsibility of the appoint..
ment of Queen's Viceroy in our great Indian empire, which contains a.
population six times as great as that of our United Kingdom, four times
as great as that of the United States, which more than equals th:Lt of
France, GJ\rmany, Russia, and Austria combined. The overwhelming
majority of these people are unhappily not Ohristians. Many of them are
HindoGs, many Mohammedans, many Buddhists; and surely,· if this mighty
dominion were not given to us by the Great Ruler of the Universe for
the spread of -true religion, light, knowledge, and civilization among the
various peoples, we do not see by what authority, except that of brute
force, we could hope to keep its countless tribes and ra((,es in subjection;
and then only until their force would grow to be stronger than ours.
Now, however, there has been selected as the fitting representative of a.
Protestant sovereign a noble lord who holds a faith which is solemnly
declared by that sovereign to be "superstitious and idolatrous; " and, whereas
to lead away the heathen from their idols to the living God should be a.
leading duty of England, the superstitious practices of the ruler we have
sent them must necessarily encourage them in idol worship, and so, humanly
speaking, tend to neutralize the work of Christian missionaries, who had
difficulties enough in their way without this one, so wantonly and needlessly added.
No don bt some persons may have forgotten the famous propositions concerning Romanists laid down by the same Prime Minister who has appointed the MARQUIS OF RIPON Governor-General of India, which are to be
found in the work on "The Vatican Decrees," written by him immediately
after being put out of office some six years ago. From this treatise, which
passed through many editions in a brief space of time, we now give propositions as follows :(, 1. That Rome has substituted for the proud boast of Semper Eadem a,
policy of violence and change in faith.
"2. That she has refurbished, and paraded anew, every rusty tool she
was fondly thought to have disused.
"3. That no one can now become her convert without renouncing his
moral and mental freedom, and placing his civil loyalty and duty at the
mercy of another.
"4. That she [Rome] has equa.lly repudiated modern thought and ancient
history."
Another Romanist, LORD KENlIURE, has been appointed Lord Chamberlain
to the Queen, so that it is evident that Romanisll1 is becoming a popular
religion, and that those who profess it are on the high road to preferment
and power.
The incongruity of this latter appointment may be inferred from the fact
that it was part of his office to appoint the Queen's chaplains and Lent
preachers at Her Majesty's Dhapel Royal. That, however, did not prove
any difficulty in the present case, as it was possible it might be got over in
some way; and so it is said the Government has directed that these particular duties of the Lord Chamberlain are to be performed by proxy, and
that the Lord Steward is practically to be an Under Lord Ohamberlain for
the purpose. This opens up a new system of filling Government positions,
and the duties belonging to any office, for which one man may be in the possession of honours and emoluments, may, ib would seem, be transferred to
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another, in addition to his own. If this principle were carried out to its
full extent, Dr. MANNING might be made Dean of the Chapel Royal, or
the Lord Mayor of London Comm~nder-in-chief of Her Majesty's forces.
"BREAKERS AHEAD."
WHEN the Roman Catholic Relief Act of 1829 was passed, all Roman
Catholics holding office under the Crown were compelled to swear that they
would not attempt to we'tken or subvert the Protestant religion or Protestant
government of the country. It was only on this proviso that the late Sir
ROBERT PEEL and the DUKE OF WELLINGTON consented to the passing of that
measure; and it was solely on the strength of this security, worthless and
short-lived as it was, that the Bill was passed through both Houses.
The
oath referred to has been since done away with; and Lords RIPON, KENlURE, and O'HAGAN are now perfectly free to do all in their power for the
injury of the Protestant religion-a work which, as consistent and honourable
Romanists, they will not fail to perform to the utmost of their ability.
These appointments, such as they are, come up to the threshold of the
throne; and it will be asked, if Rom:mists be found eligible for these positions-nay, be preferred for them-which is manifestly the case, why should
the profession of the Romish faith be a bar to a claimant for the Crown?
Indeed, it is asked already; and the Liberationists, who have succeeded in
returning a large number of their leading men to the House of Commons,
frankly confess that, after the disestablishment of the English Church, which
they consider now to be only a question of a liUle time, this question of
opening the throne to Romanists, as well as others deeply afl'ecting the
'Christian character of the State, will come on for consideration.
It is well to be warned of all this in time; we wish we could say in this
case that ""forewarned is forearmed." We greatly fear that times of trial
and danger are before the Church and nation, and we should be very glad
if we could assist in stirring up the dormant energies of Protestants, so
that they might stand up manfully in defence of their religion and liberties.
If we go on surrendering one stronghold after another; if the rights won
for the people, after a great expenditure of blood and treasure, should be
allowed to be frittered away in order to find places for Romanist hangers-on
of political parties; if the Church of England should become corrupted by
the machinations of those of her own clergy who are labouring to un-Protestantize the nation, and sell us to Rome, then we are, both religiously
and politically, on the high road to ruin. If, however, Protestant England
be sound at heart; if the people be worthy of the grand inheritance of
truth and freedom which, thank God, they stilI rpossess; if the blessings
of an open Bible, and if the glorious Reformation be still dear to them,
then they will fling off this Papal incubus, and assert once more those
great Protestant principles to which England is indebted for her pre-eminence
among the nations of the earth.

INDIA'S CRISIS AND ITS CLAIMS.
THE

attention of England-we had nearly said the world at larO"eo

is at ~he present juncture dr.awn to India, and· well it may br.

If

we lllistake not, matters are III the balance' and if the God of armies
ar~se not in vindication. of His own great ~ame; and in defence of
HIS own trnth, the ultimate consequences none can foresee.
Worldly policy and a wTetched expediency have been, alas! too long
the or~er of t~e day. Already we hav.e, in measure and degree, reaped
the frmts. ", e have sown to the wmd and reaped the whirlwind'
and, unless the Most High mercifully interposes, we shall yet reap i~
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a much larger measure and degree the fatal comequenccs of our want·,
as a professed Prote.,tant, Bible-loving nation, of a fearless, faithful,
and uncompromising adherence to those great and glori()lls principles
which, under God, have rendered England what she is. The answer
of our gracious Queen, in reply to the question as to what was the
secret of England's prosperity, c,mnot be too prominently kept before
the world at large, namely, "THE BItlLE!" Here is the watchword! here the starting point! Here is the fountain, source, spring
of all real national, social, or individual prosperity; and we unhesitatingly affirm that a kingdom waxes or wanes according and in
proportion to her making the simple 'Vord of God her touchstone,
her barometer. Well does the despised Coalheaver, but Enghnd's
true prophet, the hte Rev. 'VILLLDI HU~TINGTON, say, "A nation
?nltst be truly blessed if itu:ere governe,Z by no other l(~ws than those of this
blessed Boo!c." It was when England began to relax in her advocacy
of this Book, a:ld su.~cumbed to those who questioned its authority
and set aside its teaching, that the tide of prosperity turned.
England no longer insists upon the Bible being es,ential and indispensable in the national training of her young; the divine discountenance of her disloyalty to Him and His righteous government is,
therefore, the very natural result.
Calamity upon calamity have
marked the course of el'ents for years past; and (unless J ehovah, in-..
His pitifulness and compassion, is pleased yet to spare the land for
the salt that is contained therein), the most hapless of consequences
and the most fatal and destructive of events will follow in their
train.
Our friend and brother, the Rev. J. C. MARTI~, has sent us.a
... ....
pamphlet containing a remarkable-we had. nearly sail prophetic-speech of LIEUT.-COL. EmYARDES, C.B., as given at the Sixty-first
Anniversary Meeting of the Chureh Missionary Society, May 1, 1860.
His words are of the most weighty and telling character. He speaks
with authority, having lived for many years in India,. and been
present as an eye-witness of tbe hapless mutiny. At this juncture,
with regard to the government and general affairs of India, we would
gladly transfer the whole to these pages did space permit. IVe mnst,
however, content musel ves with a few extracts from the address in
question.
After the Report h1.d been raad and adoptcd. Lieutenant·Colonel EDWARDES rosc
and said :My LORDS A:"D FRIENDs,-The resolution with which I have been entrusted
runs as foll'lWS: "That this meeting desires humbly to acknowledge the duty
of this na~i m to use increased efforts for imparting to India the blessings of
Christianity. They rejoic3 in the labours of all Protestant Societies engaged in the
benevolent design of propagating the Gospel of J eaus Christ, and they trust that the
Indian Government will fulfil the obligations solemnly recognised by the Imperial
Parliament, of promoting' the interest and happiness of the native inhabitants of the
British dominions in India,' hy the adoption of 'such measures as may tend to the
introduction among them of religious and moral improvement.'" There are words
in this resolution which I have to propose which, as you ma.y have gathcred from
the report read this morning, have been borrowed from a reEOlution of the Itnpet·jal
Parliament which was passed so far back as the year 1813. I have thought it
well to extract the conclusion of that resolution of the Imperial Parliament. In
the resolution" for the a-loption of such measures a3 might tend to the religious and
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moral improvement of the native5," there was this proviso: "Provided always that
the principles of the British Government, on which the natives of {ndia have
hitherto relied "-what for? Mark this,'" for the free exercise of their religion, be
inviolably maintained." Now, my friends, there are few persons in this great
assembly who have not read subsequent' despatches of the home branch of the
English Government sent to India on this snbject. I find this sentence in a despatch
dated April 7th, 1859 (from Lord Stanley, then Secretary of State for India), writteu
nearly half-a-centur.\, after the extract which I have just read: "From the eadiest
period at which the British Government in India directeu its attention to the subject
of education, all its measures have been based upon the principle "-of what do
you think? 'Vas it the principle of giving to the natives of India that" free
exercise of their religion" which the Padiament of England, in 1813, desired to
secure to that great empire? No; it is affirmed in 1859 that the British Government-the Government of the British EmpIre in India-has been founded from its
comm~ncement on "the principle of perfect religious Leutrality; " "in other words,"
says this despatch, "on an abstinence from all interference with the religious
feelings and practices of the natives, and on the exclusion of religious teaching
from the Government schools." Now, my friends, thera is in thi3 contrast-in the
contrast, I mean, between these two extracts proceeding not quite from the same
source, bnt, at all events, from the home government of India-a most melancholy
proof that in half-a· century we have greatly retrograded in our principles. I find,
on reading the debate which took place in 1813, that William Wilberforce, that
great, that extraordinary champion and pioneer of Cbristian truth in the Legislature,
made use of these expressions in the face of the House of Commons-I say, in the
face of the House of Commons, because we are come to dl1Ys when it is no easy
thing in that House to name the name of God, ancl uplift the standard of our
Savionr-half-a-centuryago, I sar, William Wilberforce, in moving his resolntion,
used this language, "It is time to speak ont, and to avow that I go much further
than I have yet stated, and n1'lointain, not only that it is safe to atcempt by
reasonable and prudent methods to introduce iuto India the ble3sings of Christian
truth and moral improvement, but that true-aye, and imperious and urgent-policy
prescribes to us the same course." There spoke both the earnest Christian and the
''1''l!.e ll.1><l h'r.'Oee;'''g \eg"lIh'l.m·. ~ow, w'nen we nno. 'l.nat, in t'ne bali-century wnicll
has since elapsed, we have gone back from those principles, it becomes ua to examine
into the real merits of the Christian policy as a safe policy for the Government to
adopt. During the few months that I have spent at home since my return from
India, it has been my lot to converse with men high in influence and high in power,
and not seldom have I been asked, with great earnestness and great attention,
my opinion l\S to what ought to be done with regard to India. I have, in reply,
unhesitatingly expressed it as my opinion, that we ought to stand forth in India as a
Christian Government. If asked why, I have said, in the firat place, because I
considered it our duty to do so. Bnt, after uttering that sentiment, I have often
been met with such language as this: "Colonel Edwardes, you say that such
and such a line of conduct ia that which it is our duty to pursue, but can you
show me that that course is safe?" There is a party to whom it is not sufficient
to demonstrate that such and such a line of legislation is in consonance with
our Christian duty, and that such and such legislation is a true deduction from the
Bible. These persons turn round upon you with a smile, and say, "Sir, this is the
language of fanaticism, this is the language of bigotry, Show me, if you can, that
the course which you ad vacate would be a safe I nd expedient course, and then
I will go along with you." My friends, it is no use blinking the real state of
things. 'Vhen you find a party like this, you must meet them on their own
ground; and the Christian party has this advantage-an advantage which it will
retain to the end of time-that it will always be found to have the right basis of
action. I propose, therefore, with your permission, to address the few remarks with
which I shall have to trouble you this morning to the consideration of this question:
Whether a Christian Government of India is a course that is likely to be safe for
England 1 My friends, the answer which I should give to that question is that
it is the ollly safe policy. I say that there is no other policy on which you can
base your' Indian empire with any chance of its ultimately standing and
prospering. But it is of little use for me to say that that is my opinion. It
is of no use for individuals to express their individual convictions. But there
is an old phrase about 11 history teaching by example;" and, taking this as our

I1

The Gospel Magazine.

371

guide, 'let me direct your attention, my Christian friends, this morning to the
lesson which we may learn from facts and experience connected with the late
Indian mutiny. I am fresh from that scene; I have the facts fresh in my
memory (God grant that I may never forget them) ; and therefore I am qualified
to tell you what thoEe facts are, and to mention, while they' are fresh in my
mind, the lessons which they seem to teach. Now, my friends, what caused
the Indian mutiny? This is a most important inquiry. The enemies of Christianity
are very fond of enunciating that religion caused it. That is true, and it is false.
It is true in a certain sense, but not in the sense which they mean it to bear.
The Indian mutiny was not caused, as they wish the country to understand,
by attempt&. to disseminate Christi~nity; it was caused-I tell you this on the
word of a spectator, on the word of a participator in those cvents-it was
caused by 01/" keeping back Ch"istianity f"om the people,. it was eamed, not by a knowledge
of CII1'istianity, bnt by an utto' ignorance of what it i8. Our Government in India had

>I.,

systematically kept the knowledge of Christianity from its native army. To such au
extent had this gone, tbac when by chance one solitary native soldier in the Bengal
provinces was converted to Christianity, that instant he became, in the estimation of
the Government, unfit to stand in the ranks of the army; that instant, by virtue-or
rather it would appear by vice-of his being a Christian, he was expelled. ·".yhat,
then, was the result of this policy, pursued through a hundred yean? The
sepoy, ignorant of what Christianity was, j LIdged it by the light that he had
within, which was darkness. He judged it from his own ideas of religion;
he supposed that it was a thing which he could ca-tch like a disea~e ; that by
touching some Christian, whom he considered to be defiled, by contact with
some Christian, or with some Christian substance, he might, contrary to his
own will and against his own wisb, be seduced and entrapped iuto Christianity.
The Enfield cartridge, made up, a-s the natil'es supposed-I don't know wheth~r
or not the supposition was false,-with beeves' fat and pigs' fat, was to theIr
ideas the very embodiment of a converting scheme. This was, in their estimation, the happiest device that any Government could have hit upon. They
did not blame the Government in their hearts for wishing to convert them to
Christianity; they thought it was a most natural thing for a Government to
attempt. Religion is to the native a reality. It is the thread of his life. All
his daily acts are beads strung upon this string. His festivals, his feasts, his fasts,
his ceremonies, his domestic events, all enter into his religion, and his religion
enters into them. The native is nothing without his religion; it is the backbnne
of his existence. He cannot, therefore, uDLtersta'nd a Gnvernment ignoring religion;
he Cannot understand a vast body like that without a soul. He supposes that
the body of Government- is animated by a religious conviction, and that the
Government of India must be desirous of making as many natives as possible
converts to its own creed. To the natives, therefore, the cartridge was a most
wise and clever device. "Now," said the sepoy, "here is this little cartridge,
with its beef fat. I put it to my lips as a Eindoo, and I at once become a
Christian. I taste beef. Beef is my god. I have insulted and defiled my god;
I have tried to eat him, and I am no longer a Hindoo, but I am a Christian."
o also was it with the Mohammedan. "This little cartridge," said he, " is mixed.
with pigs' fat, the very abomination of us Mohammedans. If I put this to my lips,
and taste it, I rennunce Mahomet an<!..his !aw, and am no longer a Mohammedan,
but I am a Christian." Both Hind?o~ Mohammedan, with this conviction in
their minds, made a stand, and said, " I-~. "ebel against thi8 carb··idge." T1ti8, tl/C11 ,
was tl,e foundation of the Indian mutiny of llJ57. Now, I do beg ynu, my friends,
not to pass over this explanation lightly. It is a very difficuh thing for people
in England to understand the natives of India. Ollr idiosyncrasies are ntterly
different from theirs; our feelings and mndes of thought are as far removed from
theirs as the east is frnm the west; and therefore it is very difficult for you,
at all events, to understand them. Even we who live in India for years, who
paes our lives there, obtain at last only a very imperfect and grey twilight knowledge of the natives. If I say that humbly of myself, after a seventeen years'
residence among them, you ca,noot expect that I shall do otherwise than say tbat
it must be difficult for you to attain to any real knowledge of the natives of
India except thrnugh the testimony of those who have spent their lives among
them. Do not, therefore, be carried away by the shallow sophism that "revolntions are not made with grease." That remark was very epigrammatic; hut, having
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been in India dllring the mutiny, and lm'lwing the circumstances of it, I tell you
it i~ as false as it is clever-that it is utterly delusive as an axiom applied to>
this case. That ;'et'olut iOll 'was made by all Enfield cartridge, and nothing else.

The Colonel proceeds:,"VeIl, now, I will tell you, my friends, about the noble conduct of so:ne morenativ~ Christians-the native Christians at the siege of Agra. I dare say you
have all heard that in 1837 the districts of the north'west provinces were visited
by a most awful famine. Hundreds and thousands of the poor natives died actually
for want of food. They used to crawl as well as they could, having used up'
all their own provisions, towards the English settlements; but to) many of them
-including po')r mothers with babies in their arms-died upon the very threshold
of the English cantonments, having been unable to proceed further. The Christian
community nobly did its duty. It formed committees and collected fnnds, and,
organized a system of relief. It picked up these little b",bes, these poor fonndlings,
and gathered them together; it confided them to missionaries, and gathered funds'
for their support; it reated them, it educated them, it Christianized them, it,
baptized them, until at last, in the year 1857, twenty years after the famine, a
colony of native Christians had arisen in the village of Secundra. There was tobe seen a beautifnl Right-a little native vill:tge, with its neat streets of homes,.
with a little church in the middle, with a thriving community of happy labourers,
industriously performing useful work, earning their own li\'elihood, doing good to'
society, and honouring the faith they professed. When the mutiny broke out ill'
1857, it bur.t on Agm with great fury. These poor Christians for a long while'
stood firmly in their own village, refusing to come in; but at last it becamenecessary for them to do so. They rushed to the fort. Five·and-twenty of them
were murdered in the streets before they could reach it-they were cut down
and butchered by the rebels. But about two hundred of thEm at last reached'
the fortress of Agm. And what was the reception which they met with? I
blush to say that they were met at the door with the announcement that they
could not be allowed to enter. There was a distrust of native Christians. It
was not, I believe, an impulse of inhumanity, bnt an impnlse of Eelf.preservatiop,
that led to the refusal. Our countrymen did not know-or, at least, they did
not acknowledge at that time-that Christianity is a vital impulse, permeating:
the whole man, changing the b'ack into a white, the native into a European,
turning what is tre.cherons int'3 what is faithful, what is cruel into what is'
geutle. These things were ignored, and the gate of the fort of Agra was shut in
the face of the two hundred natil'e Christians, Bnt there was within the fort a noble'
missionary sent forth by this Society. I will not mention his name, because Ji
believe he wonld rather that I did not. That noble man said, "Unless you permit
these native Christi.ns to share the refnge of the Christians in this fort, J, a
missionary, will go forth from this protection, and will share their clangers with
them." Therein he performed, I think, a noble and elevated Christian duty.
Su~h conduct premiled, as it deserved to do.
The Commandant 'Was melted by
this appeal. He ordered the doors to be thrown open, and theEe poor creatures
'Were saved from the fate that apparently awaited them. ",Yell, the residents
within that fort reaped the fnll benefit of the act. Yon can easily imagine how
our conntrymen who had tAken refuge in the fort of Agra were deserted by their
heathen servants. You can re30dily uuder.tand that there were no Mohammedan
servants to wait upon the Chl'istian soldiers-no Mohammedan cooks, no bakers, n()o
heuthen Eel'Vants, to perform for our countrymen and country women those offices
which, in a climate like that of India, they cannot perform for themselves. And
then these native Christians took the place of those who were no longer at hand.
They even performed the functions of soldiers, little as they had been accnstomed
to such duties; they stood as sentries over the guns-the llortillery on the ramparts of Agra-and so relieved man~opeans from that duty. They were also·
(and thi3 is a most interesting fact) -oMed upon to bake the bread for theEuropean soldiers. What does that little incident involve? It involves the fear
of poison from the heathen. These were times when, even if they could have
found heathen and. Mohammedan baker~, they wonld have been afraid t'l trust
thun. The native Christian was then fonnd to be a faithful ally; and those
nalive Christians performed hundreds of menial hnmble services for the Christian
residE nts-the soldiers, the officers, the ladies, ani the children.
.
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Again he says:-

'--

Let me next point to Benares. Benares was the citadel of Brahminism. VVho
there conducte:l our rule? Henry Carr Tucker, a man whom to name is to name
.one dignified with all the Christia!l principles of Christian legisbtion. There,
.although the danger came, the danger did not triumph. And whilst the danger
was still raging, who was it that in Benares provided our soldiers with supplies?
Who was it that, when the commissariat offbers were unable to procure pro.
'Visions for the troops, came forward and supplied them with an ample commissariat? It was the Christian missionary, Leupolt. I am sorry I have
departed from the rule, of not naming these good men; but this name slipped
from my tongue, and I trust the gentleman will pardon me. Mr. Leupolt went
into the villages-he appealed to the people for succour and supplies, and the
heathen and Mohammed~n inhabitants came forth, and, for the sake of that good
man's goodness, they furnished him with those supplies which enabled our soldiers
<to fight. Is there nothing in a fact like that that will teach men? Is there
nothing in that which tells us that it was not from the missionaries that the
natives revolted? They do not shrink from those who openly preach the U-ospel.
They admire them and they honour them. They say, "These men are doing
their duty to their God;" and, admiring their goodness, humanity triumphs over
the occasion, and they render him assistauce in the hour of need. I would point
"l,lso to another incident which occurred in the PllDjaub. The outpost of Peshawur
is one of the most difficnlt and arduons posts in India. There safety reigned
throughout the whole time. 'Why? Because we honoured GOlI from the very
first in that place; because we eshblished a Christian mission there; and I can tell
you that Dr. Pfander, one of the best and most able Christian missionaries who was
-ever sent forth, went down into the streets of Peshawur, where sixty thousand
heathen and Mohammedans met him face to face, and where he opened his Bible,
and preached to them the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He did not fear but that God
would take care of His own. He did his duty; and I believe in my heart, and
'bear testimony to it this day, that at Peshawnr we derived our safety from the
preseJ;1ce of the Christian mission like an Ark amongst us. Let me now turn to
another fact. From amongst the great and brave warriors that our country pro1inced in that great struggle, who has our country singled out for its most
especial love and admiration? Is there anyone here who will name his name,
to show whether I am right? (Cries of ,. Havelock!") Yes, Henry Havelock.
Henry Havelock has been selected by the English people as the embodiment of
their idea of a Christian soldier. And let me ask you if England derived strength
{lr weakness from the open Christian conduct of that noble Christian soldier? I
appeal, then, my friends, to tbe,e facts and experiences of the mutiny of 1857 ; I
oappeal to them a3 undeniable proofs that ·the element of Christianity, to the
<lxtent to which it existed in India, was to us an element of strength.

In hi::; admirable address, COLONEL EDWARDES proceeds in the same
-strain, proving by plain matter of fact that the Lord Jehovah is true
to His word, "Him that honoureth Me I will honour, whilst he
that despiseth Me shall be lightly esteemed."
As we have already stated, it is the u;01,ltlly policy, the 1cl'etchecl
-expediency, the striking our colours as a Christian and Protestant nation,
that has led to a compromise and' a crisi5, the consequences of which
threaten to be perilous in the extreme. 'Ve tremble for England!
'We tremble for Indil1! 'rVe tremble for our colonies! Having long
'nailed our colours to the mast as 11 Bible-loving nation, had we
stuck to those colours, nor yielded in the leastwise to those who
would strike them, or lower them hl1lf-mast high, we should have
been respected where now we are despised. 'Ve should hl1ve retained
,our status in the eyes of the world, where that world now regards
us with suspicion, distrust, an.d expectation of coming disaster, if
not' absolute destruction. 'Ve have, as a nation, sacrificed our prin,ciplcs j and, alas! alas! we fear that, in just and righteous retribution
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(considering the manifold and solemn warnings we have had), our
GO,d will surrender us-to what 1 Ah! that our God Himselt only
knows; but we fear it will be to such a distressed and distracted
state of things as will cause the stontest heart to tremble.
'rYe.
the old and gray-headed, may not live to witness what is coming
upon the earth; but, if we mistake not, our rulers and the faithless
representatives of our Church are leaving a legacy to the rising
generation that shall prove lamentable and distressing beyond all
thought or conception.
Well does COLONEL EmvARDES wind up his truthful and talented
address with these remarkable words;My friends, these things are wonderful. In them indeed, if we may humbly
say it, we hear the voice of God. And what says that voice? Does it say that
.you had errors in yonr Administration? Does it say, "Reform your foolish lawsreform those things which were weak in your Court polity"? Does it say, "Disarm
the people if you want to hold the empire"? Does it say, "Demolish the forts in
which these chiefs take refuge, and which give you trouble when the struggle
comes"? Are these the lessons which the Voice proclaims to us? Or does it say,
"India is your charge. I am the Lord of the world. I give kingdoms as I list.
I gave India into the hands of England. I did not give it solely for your benefit.
I gave it for tlle benefit of My 180,000,000 of creatures. I gave it to you to·
whom I have given the best thing man can have-the Bible, the knowledge or
the only true God. I gave it to you that you might communicate this light, and
knowledge, and truth to these My heathen creatures. You have neglected the
chargc I gave you. You have ruled India for yourselves, and I have chastened
you; I have humbled you in your pride; I have brought you even to the dustI have brought you within one step of ruin. But I have condoned youI' offences.
I have raised you up. When no mortal hand could save you from the results of
your own policy I, the God whom you have offended, have come to your assistance.
I have lifted you up again, and I say to you, England, that I once more consign.
this people to your charge. I say to you that I once more put you upon your
trial, and I say tn you, take warning from the past"? And, my friends, let U8
take warning. Let us not only take warning, but let us take courage. It is not.
the language of fanaticism which says, Christianize your policy. It is the language
of sound wisdom-it is the language of experience. I say that the Christian policy
is the only policy of hope. I say that hitherto we have been living on in India
without a policy at all-that we have been living from hand to mouth-and that
now, at this late hour, we want a policy, and can only find a sound and hopeful
policy for the future in standing forth and boldly Christianizing our Government.
What, then, shall we do? Let us, let all in our several spheres, men and women,
influence our friends. Let us give our votes. Let us, if any of us have a seat
in the Legislature, open our mouths and speak the thing which we believe to be
true. Let us not be afraid of men. Let us do, as Mr. Wilberforce did, lift our
voice in the councils of the nation and tell these men who are legislating without.
a God in the midst of them, that in God only can empires and legislatures be
safe. You know, m}' friends, that between us and the Indian people the great.
want is the want of a link. We are divided 1y our religions. There is no amalgamation between the races. There is nothing to twine one within the other and
cement our interests. "Ve stand aloof-the heathen on one side and the Christian.
on the other-and find nothing in our worldly policy to bridge the space. We
shall only find that link in Christianit}'. If we Christianize one man we have
made one friend. If we Christianize a race, we have got an army. If we Christianize a province, we have founded a government. If we Christianize a people,
we have made an empire. Let us observe that this war of 1857 is one of those
grea,t throes in which new eras are produced. A new era has been born to us in
1857, and it is useless for us to try to return to the old order of things. vVe
cannot do it if we would. The Government of India has been transferred to the
Crown. Every single operation of this change serves to draw England and India
more dm:ely together. All our commerce, all our finance, and the new Ministelwho has recently been sent out to inquire into that subject, draw us nearer and.
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nearer. The people of India are awake.
They are not looking to their own
kings and rulers. Their ken is abroad. They look to Europe. They understancl
European war and European alliances. They understand the affairs of Russia, of
France, .of Constantinople. They perceive now that Asia and Europe are inseparably kmt. together. Oriental thought is on tlfe march, and you cannct stop it,
~o .what you will. If you ask me what is safe for the future-if you ask me to
llldIC~t~ a safe and expedient policy to the Government-l say, an OMn Bible!
Put It III your Echools. Stand 3.\·owedly as a Christian Government. Follow the
noble example of your Queen. Declare yourselves in the face of the Indian people
a Christiau nation, as Her Majesty has declared herself a Christian Queen, and
);'ou will not .only do honour to her but to your God, and in that alone you will
find that true. safety rests.

. As a last word, we would ask, Is England's Prime Minister followmg such wise, judIcious, Scriptnral advice as the foregoing by sending
to India as her representative a pervert to Popery 1 Alas! alas!
if that Almighty One who has avowed Himself to be jealous of His
glory avenge not HimBelf of such an act of base indifference to His
character, His kingdom, and His cause, we are much mistaken.
THE EDITOR.

~.

BELLEVILLE MISSION.
THE rem~rkable work c>trried on of late in Paris through the labours
of Miss De Bl'oen is cause .for Jevont thanksgiving to God, and the
subjoined extract from the well-known "Bulwark" is another testi·
mony to the value and importance of its operations, carried on in the
fear of the Lord, under His guiding and sheltering hand. The case so
mercifully rescued is one out of a multitude upon which daylight
never dawns. The beguilements of Popery first, and its tyrannical
power next., are well defined in this little history, and show out the
true Rnd unchanged. character of its doctrines and its doings. It is
headedRESCUED FROlI THE JESUITS, 1879.
The following is from the -pen' of a gentleman in EJinburgh, who
for obviolls reasons withholds his name. The truth of the narrative
can be vouched for. It reveals the character of the R,omish Church,
and ought to act as a warning to unsuspecting Protestants.
Sixteen months 8g0, Mrs. - - , a Scotch lady, who had marr~ed a
Frenchman (a wholesale manufacturer in London), became a WIdow.
Unfortunately, nothing but her late husband's business ,,-as left for
the support of herself and 11er three little daughters.
Mr. --'s
family was a rich one, and well connected; but they resided in France,
and were all not only Catholics, but Jesuits, two of his brothers
being priests ill that order, and his sister a nun. The elder of tho~e
brothers, with his mother, came to London to the funeral of theIr
relative, and professed great ::effection for and interest in the children,
offering to taKe them back with them to France, so aB to reliev~ the
mother of the burden of bringing them up. This Mrs. - - declmed,
on the ground that the business was a thriving one, and that she saw
no prospect of being unable to provide sufficiently for them and h.erself. The priest, however, urged his point, and brought several English
friends to enforce his argum;n~s, piOmi~ing the little ones a first--
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rate education, and an excellent setting out in the ,,-odd.
The
mother, by way of getting rid of his importnnity-for he now backed
it up by sa.ying it ,,-as her deceased husband's wish, communicated to
him during' a visit to France shortly befOl-e his sudden death-said
lihe could not think of her children being brought up as Catholics,
as their father's constantly expressed wish had been that they should
belong to her faith. The priest hereupon disclaimed any intention
of proselytizing his nieces, aud was only. silenced by Mrs. --'s
firm refusal of his offer.
A few days afterwards, he inquired if
she had a good lawyer to arrange her affairs, and named a friend
of his whom he conId highly recommend. Mrs. - - having no one
else, employed this man j a.nd, to shorten the tale, in eight months
later on, she found herself, through the macllinations of priest and
lawyer, who was an agent of the Jesuit party in London, as she
subsequently discovered, beggared, and turned out on the streets.
At her wits' end, with a bedridden mother on her hanr1s and
three young children crying for food, ,Yith absolutely not a sixpence
in the world, and not a friend of her own to look to-at this
juncture her priestly brother-in· law re-opened communication with her,
and n':Jw offered to take not only the children, Lut herself, to his
home in France, and provide for them all. Mother and grandmother,
however, had an indefinable distrust of him, and again raised the
religious difficulty. Once more he declared there should be no interference with their Protestantism, and at last, on the faith of tllis
promise, and foreseeing nothing but the work home if she remained
at home, she put herself in l.is hands.
The sequel will best be gathered from the following extract, from
letters, addressed by Mrs. - - while in France, to the writer of
these lines:"I have suffered w much since the death of my poor husband that
I have at Jast been driven, through sheer desperation, to France, with
my husband's friends, who are of the strictest Jesuit order of Catholics.
They are now arranging to take my children from me, and place them in
a Jesuit school, and my heart is nigh to breaking. Since coming here,
I have seen so much of the horrors of the Romish Church that
the thought of my little children being brought up ill it is terrible
to me.
As I know you to be a Christian, I ask your advice in
this extremity. Do yoa know of any way of prel-enting this, or do
you think I coul,l by some means get them inh a Protestant school in
England 7 Their poor father's death, and the terrible complication
of affairs, have left us entirely destitute, and we are now thrown
on t.he mercy of the world. My brother-in· law, who is a Jesuit
priest, will do nothing unless we all become Catholics. . . . Have
you any kind Christian friends who could help me in any possibb
way, or even achise me? I shoulcl he so much indebted to them.
Surely never was sorrow like mine! Gael gin me strength to bear
it!
Pray fervently for mo."
The above was written in November last, from the convent in
which this unfortunate lady and her children were virtually pI isoners.
In explanation of the following extracts from a letter receil'eu ahont ten
. days later on, the writer of this notice may mention that, seeing

Tile Gospel lIIagazine.

377

the urgency of the case admitted of no canvassing among Ohristian'
friends, he assumed the pecuniary responsibility of bringing the family
back to England:"Your very kind letter I received, and can only say, God reward
you! I have prayed to Him day and night for help, and in the
darkest hour He has answered me. This day my children were
to be sent to Tours, to a Jesuit convent. Oh, if you can only
manage to get us from this terrible place, and at once, as I fear the
delay of every moment! Desperation alone brought me here, and if
we are spared to meet, I can tell you that, had it not been for the
undermining and intrigues of Jesuits from the instant of my husband'fl
death, I should to-day have been doing well with his busincs3; and
I am certain, wheu you hear my story, you will say no tale of
fiction ever equalled it. I feel sure, were the case explained, no
Protestant country would allow such things to go on. My little girls
are broken-hearted, and have cried almost incessantly since we came.
They are bright, intelligent children, and, up to their father's death,
not only received a good education, but well k~ew the true principles
of our religion, and strongly resent their being compelled to become
Romanists : nor was it my husband's wi'lh, as we quite agreed they
My brother-in-law is
were to be brought up Protestant~.
particularly anxious to get the children in his power, and once there,
they know I have no resource. ",Ve are constantly watchetl, and I
write this in bed to avoid observation. It would take volumes to
tell you of their schemes. They have taken away any religious books
belonging to us. A short time after getting your letter, they askeel
me to have the 'children ready in a couple of hours to send away. I
thought it best not to mention your letter, as I quite believe they
would take them unknown to me, but said I was not prepared to
send them yet. This annoyed them much.
Unfortunately I
have much to work against, as both my brothers-in-law are Jesuit priests,
fmd their sister is a nun. Oh, the misery and mockery of Romanism 1
I have no doubt, were I once in my own country, we could get tho
little girls into some institcltion, and I could manage to do something. I trust the Lord fully. A workhouse at home is bptter than
this, for the immortal souls of my darlings are at stakt'.
Every hour seems a day. I hope your wife will unite with you in
praying for us. I have such c,:mfidence in prayer."
This case has been thus fully detailed, in order to ask the sympathy,
the prayers, and the assistance of God's people in Edinburgh. Mrf.
- - , her poor bedridden mother, and three children, have been
brought to their native land, after difficulties that often appeared UP-surmountable, and in which, among otlter kind friends, Mr. Reveillaud,
()f Paris, and Miss De Broon, of the Belleville Mission, most generously
lent their aid. They are now, all of them, lodged in one room in
Edinburgh, and the writer who has hitherto found the bare necessaries
of existence for them, is unable to meet the continuous demand.
Any suggestions as to the disposal of the mother and the children,
aged eleven, ten, and seven, Ivould be most gratefully received, and
the smallest as;:istance in money or clothes would be acknowledged in
the Christian TVeek. The lady is the daughter of a solicitor, now

378

Tile Gospel lvIagazillc.

dee-eased, who resided for many years in Edinburgh, and bel' grandfather was a commander in the Royal Navy.
Many of the Edinburgh clergy of all denominations know of the
case, and would doubtless kindly allow the mention of their names,
but at the present juncture it is sufficient to refer any charitable
sympathiser to Mr. Andrew Stevenson, North Bank Street j Mr.
Taylor, 31, Castle Street j or the Rev. G. Divorty, of the Scottish
Reformation Society, for further information. Subscriptions will be
received by any ~f these gentlemen.

([;.axr.espon)),mc.e.
GREETINGS ON THE WAY, BY ONE SIKCE ARRIVED AT
HOME.
DEAR SISTER IN THE LORD,-All hail! so much nearer home are you
to your Father's house above," where the wicked cease from troubling,
and the weary are for ever at rest" in the bosom of their much-loved
Lord, through whose merit alone every vessel of mercy gets admission
there. Methinks I hear you say, "Oh, if I were but sure that I was
a vessel of mercy, then I should be happy; but I feel so dark and
dead in my soul, I can't feel the access to God in prayer I could wish.
I want to feel my soul full of love to Him night anc1. day. I want the
sweet whispers of His love, saying to me, 'Fear not j I have redeemed
thee j thou art Mine.''' ,Vhy, dear sister, all these fears and desires, and
many more which you feel, all spring from eternal life within.
The
dead do not feel j those who are mere professors of religion do not feel
in this war. "They have no changes," as the Scriptures say, "therefore
they fear not God." They have no true godly fear. They take it for
granted that all is well with them for eternity, and the devil does not
worry them. They are asleep iLl his arms, and thousands die in this
state. "They have no bands in their death," and their strength is firm.
They wake up in hell. Such were never qnickened into spiritual life,
and therefore never had a spiritual appetite, therefore were satisfied
with husks that the swine eat. Such were satisfied to sit under dumb
dogs as their ministers, who know not the truth-" the blind leading
the blind "-until, as the Scriptures say, both shall fall into the ditch.
of eternal ruin.
But now let us compare notes with these. ,Ve hunger after spiritual
food. Nothing short of the living bread that comes down from heaven
will satisfy us. Such ministers only will do for us as are taught of
the Lord, and who are really moved by and sent forth by God the
Holy Ghost to preach-whose trumpet gives a certain sound, and comes
home with divine power to our souls.
The dear Lord has given us
eyes to see, and has enabled us to discern and love the truth. All
this comes from Himself, and are sure tokens of His favour. Cheer
up, dear sister ! You are in most blessed hands,. and He will never
leave nor forsake you.
" He who has helped you hitherto
Will help you all your journey through."
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"Kept by the mighty power of God through faith lmto everlasting
salvation," none ever perished that were brought where you are,
crying for mercy from a heartfelt need of mercy, with the cry to
the Lord" Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the Fountain fly ;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die! "

It is impossible for you to perish. Ah'! but say you, "How will it,
be with me at the last, in the swellings of the Jordan 1" You are
not quite there yet, dear sister. 'V hen you come there you will, I am
quite sure, have dying grace for a dying hour.
"Precious in tho
sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." You will find that" Jesus will make your dying bed
Feel soft as downy pillows are;
While on His breast you lean your head,
And breathe your life out sweetly there."

You will say, "It seems too much for me, brother." It will be so.
"Is anything too hard for the Lord 1" Farewell, dear sister.
E. P. D.

.....

THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION AND ITS FOUNDER.
To the Editor of the Gospel Maga.z'ine.
My DEAR SIR,-Allow me to enclose friend Brider's letter.
Seeing you mention the Mission in your valuable Magazine, I
thought perhaps, with others, it may be a means in the hand of the
Lord of opening the hearts of His living people towards him, in administering to his necessities and the very pressing claims of the
Mission.
I wish you, dear sir, much of the outpouring of God the Holy
Ghost in your own soul, enabling you to go on in the strength of
the Lord and the power of His might, unfurling the banner of the
Gospel Qf the grace of God, and opening up to your many spiritual
readers the hidden mysteries of God and the Father, and of Christ.
It gladdened my heart to see in your Magazine for May the
very cheering correspondence between yourself and the Editor of the
Gospel Standard. I heartily agree with the spirit in which those
communications are written, and should rejoice in seeing that unity
of heart and sweet mutual fellowship one with the other, in endeavouring to sow the seed of Gospel grace beside' all waters.
That the Lord may abundantly bless you, and cause your hands to
wax stronger and stronger in labouring to exalt, lift up, and extol the
Lord Jesus in all His di vine covenant characters and divine relationships
to His living people, is the sincere desire and prayer of
Yours in the love of the truth,
Southend, Devizes, May 4th, 1880.
J. E. BRIGNELL.
DEAR FRIEND AND HELPER,-It is very kind of you and Devizes
friends to thus think of my little wants. For the last two months
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I haye been driven into great domestic straits. How cheering, then, to
. ]lave received your kind letter and kind help from friends at such
-a season of trial, as it not only shows a substantial proof of Christian
love, but because it shows that there is ONE ABOVE who saw my
wants, and so set you to work for my relif>f at a time when my
hard heart was saying, "Can it be the Lord bath forgotten 1" for
you know, dear brother, that, when Providence smiles, and we have
.our little store·basket to peep at, it is quite easy to thank God for
all His mercies; but let the Lord withdraw His smile and hide Himself
from our view, we soon see the nakedness of the land we live in.
These are humbling spots, but they do us good, I trust, as they
leave us nothing to trust in but an all-sufficient Saviour.
I am to preach twice next Lord's Day at Oxford (D.V.), at Alfred
.Street Chapel; also the following evening there for the Mission. Can
you pray that I may go on Saturday in the fulness of the hlessing
of the Gospel of Christ 1 I am still a poor weak thing in body and
nerves, but this is my "thorn" to keep me low and dependent npon
the Lord. I trust it qualifies me also for the work of the ministry.to trace footsteps, and to sympathise with the family of grace. What
discipline we need to know Jesus!
Yours affectionately in Him,
Derhes Road, Salisbury, April 29th, 1880.
CHARLES BRIDER.
A BROTHERLY 'YOIW.
{THE annexed genial letter reached us just as we were starting for
Leicester, on our preaching engagement. We have only time to express,
in a passing word, our real pleasure and satisfaction at the. tone and
Bpirit exhibited in the letter. The Lord, of His great goodness and
mercy, grant that it may prove the harhinger of a more thorough
understanding and forbearing spirit on the part of those who, in the
,grand essentials of our most holy faith, see eye to eye, and are in
reality one in heart and SOll!.
What a ble,sed set-ofr will such a
spirit prove to the general tone and feeling of mere nominal professors,
in the most solemn and critical times in which ,,-e IjYe!
Ap1'il 231'{l, 1880.
THE EDITOR.]

To the Editor oj the GosjJd llfag({,ine.
lily DEAR DR. DoummY,-I exceedingly regret that your very kind
:and brotherly letter should have remained, in consequence of my
-absence from home, unanswered until now. I have, moreover, upon
my return, only a moment or two to spara before our post cl03es;
but I wish, in a word, to assure you h01" thoroughly I reciprocate
,your \yish for more love, more union, more co-operation and blending
of our energies in the cause of God for the defence of Protestant truth
in this most awful day of evil. May our gracious God help m to do
more than write, bnt Illly He constrain us to carry om mutual wish
into practice.
Wi~h these remarks, I the more deeply regret that my preaching
·engagements in May will, I fear, make my coming to Bristol impract,icable during that month. In the first week I ha\'e an anniver·
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sary near Swiwlon; second, Calne; third, Croydon; fourth, Gower
Strtet. Either the second or third week iu June would suit me
. better, but then it may nOG be expedient for you to wait until that
time. It would, under any circumstances, give me great pleasure to.
have an opportunity of seeing you and having an interview.
'With sincere Christian love, believe me, yours affectionately,
Devizes, April 2:2nd, 1880.
C. HElIIINGTOX.

THE ROCK OF AGES.
(Conclttded f1"0111 lJage 319.)

C,hrist the Rock,

"'"

\

et

welcome sh(tdow in a mar!J land.--Labour and toil, bAft

of body and mind and spirit, is the lot of the fallen descendants of
Adam the first, and not less so the royal seed of the second Adam-the Lord from heaven. It is the portion of t.lw sons and daughters of
the Lord God Almighty sometimes to wearily wander in this wilderness
state.
One of old, when here, said, "My soul is weary of my life."
Ah! me! the dear children of God have many heart and soul failings,
and faintings too, and they ofttimes speak unad visedly with their lips,
Elijah had
and, by so doing, hring themselves into sore bondage.
once a sore fit of this weariness, w!Jen he lay down under the juniper
tree and wished to die; but the Lord, in mercy to him, sent him first
to Mount Horeb, where he found a shelter in the rock, and afterward,
through the wilderness of Damascus, to cure him of this disease; and
there are but few of the children of God but know something of this
complaint, and also of the medicine too, and blessed be the Lord for
Ris' patience in thus dealing with us, for "He remembereth we are
dust." They also kno'.v, and feel it, too, in their weariness, the sweetness there is in the calm repose, while taking .shelter under the shado\\'
of that blessed Rock during the heat and burden of the day. " As
the bart panteth after the ,,,aterbrooks, so panteth my sonl after
Thee." (The sons of Korah.) "And there shall be a tabernacle for iL
shadow in the daytime from the heat, and a place of refuge, and fOl'
a covert from the storm and from the rain; and a Man shall be an
hiding-place from the wind, and a COHrt from the tempest, a, rivers
of water in Po dry place, as the shado\y of a great rock in a wear~
land. Thou ba~t been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy
in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when
the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall." (lsaiab.)
"I sat down under His shadow with great delight, and His fruit was
sweet to my taste." (Solomon.)
Christ the Roc1~) a rock ~f ~Uence. -The dear Lord is not., neither can
be, an offence to the child of God, when in his right mind. It is an
impossibility; but, in the experience of the living in Jerusalem, there
are seasons of great darkness, when the powers of unbelief and the
repeated temptations of the adversary set in upon the son1, when, like
• Bunyan in the shadow of death, the deeply-exercised one knows not
where he is, or what he gives utterance to. "Curse God and die"
was the advice given to one of olden time, and the Lord does not
leave Himself without witness of such dispensations to Ris own pur-·
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chased ones in the day in which we live. \\T e kn0',", and haye seen
and felt, that the rebellious dwell in a dry land. It is a yery solenm
t'hing to presumptuously question the propriety of the Lord's dealings
with us j for by so doing we dishononr His wisdom, and we cannot
set at naught or lightly esteem anyone of His holy attributes, but we
become offenders in the rest. It is a great mercy for the dear children of God, encompassed as they are with so many and sinful infirmities,
to be kept from an ungrateful and rebellious spirit j yet, alas! alas!
how prone they' are to repino and to find bult with the handwriting
of a divine Providence, which they vainly try to read, or with circumstances they cannot in any way alter. "Am I a sea or a whale
that Thou settest a watch over me ~ \~Thy hast Thou set me as a
mark against Thee, so that I am a burden to myself?" (Job.) "He
hath led me and brought me into darkness, but not into light j
He hath hedged me about that I cannot get out j He hath made my
chain heavy j He hath enclosed my way with hewn stone j He hath
made my paths crooked." (Jeremiah.) "And God said to J onah,
Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd ~ And he said, I do well
to be angry, even unto death." (Jonah.) " Unto you, therefore, which
believe He is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, .the stone
which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,
and. a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence, even to them which
stumble at the Vi ord, being disobedient j whereunto they were appointed."
(Peter.) "Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not
the Man j and immediately the cock crew, and he went out and wept
bitterly." (Mark) "And blessed is he that is not offended in Me."
(Christ. )
" While I draw this fleeting breath,
When my eyestrings break in death;
W"hen I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee 011 Thy judgment throne;
Rock of Ages, shelter me ;
Let me hide myself in Thee."-Toplady.

Amen and amen.
Melbourne, A1lStmlia.

J. F. M.

TVhnt Chtt1'ch ? and The Only Faith and Fold. Romemis1n and Anglicanis1n
Tested. Correspondence with Archbishop Manning. By the Rev.
CHARLES BULLOCK, RD., formerly Rector of St. Nicholas, Worcester.
London: Hemd and Hea1·t Publishing Office.
"VE casually opened this book upon these words: ""Voe be to the
, lamb' if Popery should become the 'lion' in Ireland or England!
At the present juncture N onconforming Protestants ought to be yery
suspicious of their position, where they find themselves walking hand in
hand with Rome (and certain Ritualists also) in their Anti-State Church
crusade. Let them be assured Rome knows well what she is doing.
She will work with them up to a given point."
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Never \,as there a greater truism than this, and certain we are that
the appearance of the volume before us is most opportune at the
present cri~is. ,Ye wish it what it deserves-m.mely, a wide circulation,
and "Ilith it a close and attentive perusal. In their antag0nism to the
Church, political Dissenters are not, merely furthering the interests of
Rome, but they are blindly weaving a net in which, ere they are aware,
their own feet "ill be fearfully and fatally entangled. In the face ot
the recent appointments of a penrert to Popery as Viceroy of India, and
a Papist as Lord Chamberlain, what will every true Protestant and lover of
his countrY' say to the annexed extract from a journal of the 20th ult. ?
}fR. GLADSTONE.-At a meeting of the Yorkshire Association of Baptist
Churches, yesterday, at Scarborough, a motion was adopted acknowledging
"the untiring and marvellous efl"Jrts of Mr. Glad.stone in the cause of truth
and righteousness." Resolutions were also passed respecting the liquor traffic,
the burials question, and disestablishment.
"Cause of truth and righteousness" forsooth! ,Vhat next?

Lebanon Leaves: Metrical Soliloquies on Passages of Holy Scripture
for Every Day in the Year.
By EBENEZER PALMER, Author of
"Tendrils in Verse."
Second Edition.
London: Clrnnent Sadler
Pa]mer.
'YE can cordially recommend these daily "Leaves."
To those who
like to haye profitable thoughts suggested for daily meditation,
founded upon the ,Vord of God, this volume will be welcome.
Here is a specimen : May 19.-"Thou preventest him with the blessiugs of goodness"
•
(Psa. xxi. 3).
Our God is not a God of a.fterthougnts;
N:> unforeseen vicissitudes surprise,
Perplex, or hinder His matured designs.
When He determined to create the world,
He hoarded in the chaos boundless stores
Of saIts and stone, metals and minerals,
To be discovered as the world might need.
When He foresaw that man, created good,
Would lapse to sin. His love prevenient gave
A Saviour and a Sanctifier to restore.

When His uncircnmsel'ibe3. survey beheld
The man's requirements an(1 the world's car2er,
He filled His own exhaustless treasllry
With all humanity could ever want,
With all a craving world could ever ask,
With all a ransomed Ohurch conld supplicate.
Then, in the calmness of almighty power,
Of perfect wisdom, and omniscient thonght,
He spake creation's mandate, and uprose
At Hi<s command the world, with all its wealth,
.And mau, its sovereign-soon, too soon seduced!
Think ye that God was then by Satan foiled,
Nonplussed, and at a loss? The antidote
Afore prepared was quick made manifest,
And man, fallen man, fvund God was uti11 his Friend.
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So, in the progress of the centuries,
In evp.ry need, in every circumstance,
When nations, peoples, individual men,
Look up to Him in their necessities,
God hath the suitable snpply at band,
And, as the world's wise Governor, bcstows!
But how much more, how much more readily
God gives to· tbose especially His own!
United to Him in the covenant,
Chosen in Christ before the world was formed,
Whose names are written in the book of life!
Re is their Fatber; they His children are;
To tbem He lends an ever ready ear,
Prepared to give before the need rcquir,"s,
Willing to bless befol'e the prayer "scends,
Always beforehand, waiting to dispense.

Ser))ums to Ckildren,

By the late JOH:-f GREGG, D.D., Bishop of
Cork, and formerly I1iinister of Trinity Church, Dublill. Dublin:
George Herbert.
IT is not every preacher who is capable of preaching in a suitable
manner to children, even though he may preach powerfully to adults.
The late excellent Bishop of Cork, however, was fully capable. Ho
could sway the minds of a vast multitude of grown-up people, and
he could speak so as to interest and please young children,
Over
two thousand children used to assemble year by year in his large
church in Dublin, and listen with eager attention as he spoke to
them. These sermons are some of tho~e which he then preached.
They are worthy of a wide circulation.
The following quotation
will give S0me idea of his style:1 knew a little boy, many yeJ.rs ago, who lost his father, and was a
weakly orphn,n. I knew that little boy to go out into the garden, where
there were some nice cherry·tree', and he began to climb one of tbe trees,
and got up, up, up t':> the very top of tbe tree. He "as a silly child, and did
not know how dangerous it was to climb so higb. His foot slipped, and
down he fell, and would perbaps ha.e been killed, bn that, wh~n he came
near the ground, he was caoght on the stump of a branch by the button-hole,
and so he was found dangling, but was taken down saft'. Afterwards he
went to sch:>ol, and then came to Dnglio, to college. I saw him last week
-1 saw him this week-1 saw him yesterday-l saw him to-day. He came
into this church-he is in the church n~w-in the pulpit! How kind it
was of God to take care of him, for, if God had not b"en with hirn, he
would never llave gone to school, to college, or come ioto this pulpit to
preaeh to you. He was a poor, foolisb, little boy. He had no father to
take care of him, but God, the gl'eat Father, delivered him, and sent him.
herE'. 1 want you to see thai, God is the best Friend-the Friend that
will not die-the best Father, who gives the be3t food, the best clothes, the
best shelter to His children.
INDWELLING sin is a l~ng.lived ellemy; its very dying struggles are
mighty strokes. It languishes one day, and revives the_next. One week
it is subdued and routed; another week it attacks, assaults, and carries
aU before it. One day it can scarce act defensively; anrl again, soon
after, it acts offensively, and is itself the aggressor.
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