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Who comforteth liS in aU our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are In any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

"MAN'S EXTREMITY GOD'S

OPPORTUNITY"

Is a well-known adage, and is proved in an the daily details of
the life of a child of God. "I was brought low, and He helped
me" holds good from the commencement to the close of the
believer's pilgrimage. He is brought down, down, down, more or
less, day by day, in order to realise, on the one hand, his utter
nothingness, total helplessness, and absolute insolvency, so that
he may realise, on the othE'r hand, what the Lord Himself is
as his wisdom, his righteousness, his sanctification, his redemption,
yea, his all in all. The oreature nothing-yea, " less than nothing
and vanity;" but a God in Christ all and everything, all his
peace, an his hope, all his ftr~ngth, all his comfort, all his joy,
his only solid resting-place here, his only shelter, his only staff
and stay, and his only prospect hereafter!
How solemn is the description given by the apostle, in his
Epistle to the Ephesians, of their condition in their state of
uuregeneracy. "A.t that time," says he, " ye were without Christ,
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from
the covenants of promise, having no hope, (tnd witholtt God in the
u·orld." Oh, what an awful condition was this! What could
by any possibility fill the blank, stop the gap, make up or
-compensate for this? "What is a man profited," said Jesus,
«if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul; or
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" "We brought
nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out."
Of what value is name or fame-position or property-when
the mandate is gone forth, "Set thine house in order, for thou
shalt die, and not live"? Ah, then, of what unspeakable worth
is a good hope through grace, that unutterably blessed something
which enables the possessor to exclaim, even in spite of the failure
of heart and of flesh, "I know whom I have believed, an.d am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed
unto Him against that day."
y
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Dear reader, our thoughts have been directed into this channel
in connection with the recent removal of the late Earl of
Beaconsfield. Elsewhere we have commented upon his last.
words in their merely hwman or ne.qat£vc sense, but here we
purpose, as the Lord the Spirit may enable, to take up the
subject in its spiritual and positive aspect. We gladly turn
from the one view to the other. And here it may be said that
where nature ends grace begins, where flesh fails faith flourishes!
In very deed it is so. Hence the new man triumphs over the
old; yea, even to the exalting and triumphant exclamation, "0
death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?
The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law;
but thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, through our
Lord Jesus Christ."
" OVERWHELMED! "
We will look at this word, as the Holy Ghost may be pleased
to help us, in the spirit in which the Psalmist adopted it. And,
first, we would remind the reader it is worthy of remark that
the word occurs only seven times in the Scriptures; but we shall
find, if the Holy Ghost is pleased to shine upon His own
truth, that it is fraught with the richest encouragement to the
tried and soul-exercised members of the household of faith. We
will, therefore, seek to look at the word as it is presented in
the Psalms.
It first occurs in Psalm Iv. 5, where the Psalmist testifies,
"Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath
o'Certchelmed me." Such is generally the effect, in a greater or
less degree, with the soul under the first operations of the Holy
Ghost, when such soul is brought to realise its condition before
God, as lost and undone, both by original and actual sin and
transgression. A broken law, with all its tremendous consequences,
is revealed. Moses) as the lawgiver, does, as it were, seize the
sinner by the throat, with a "Pay me what thou owest." Attempts
to parley or to promise are altogether vain. Sooner or later he
feels his woeful condition, as lost, helpless, undone! It is under
these circumstances that Christ, by the self-same Spirit, is revealed
as the believing sinner's Safety, Substitute, and Sacrifice. Then,
and not until then, a divine discharge from all law demands, and
a gracious delivery from all the direful consequences of sin and
transgression, are experienced in connection with a faith's view of
Christ, in the excellency of His person and the completeness of
His Mediatorial work. The" terrors of death," the "fearfulness
and trembling," the "horror that had overwhelmed," give place
to a divine freedom, a holy familiarity, and a supernatural
realisation of Christ, in all the endearing characters of Husband,
Friend, and Brother.
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The ovenvhelming, however, as presented III the Psalm before
us, is not that first-felt or original overwhelming of which we have
briefly spoken, but it is that which overtakes the soul in one or
other of the after-stages in the divine life. It is that which bl,lfalls
the pilgrim on his journey, rather than at his entrance thereupon.
It is inseparably connected with that test and trial of faith to
which all partakers of real saving faith are more or less subjected.
If the reader carefully considers the language preceding the verse
in which the word "overwhelmed" occurs, and compares it with the
actual circumstanoes in which the Psalmist again and again was
placed, it will at once be seen how expressive it was of his feelings
in those circumstances. Moreover, it bespeaks the ever-dependent
condition of the Psalmist and of all those instructed in the same
school and taught by the same Spirit.
Be it remembered that in many a preceding Psalm, language
of the strongest confidence ilil used, language that admits not of
the semblance of fear or the veriest shadow of a doubt. Yet in
this Psalm we perceive how David was overtaken both by the
one and the other. How emphatic are his words: "My heart is
80re pained within me, and the terrors of dectth are fallen upon me."
It is the language of surprise as well as of intensity. It bespeaks
suddenness and that which was unlooked for. "FeaJjulness and
trembling are eome upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me." In
the Prayer-book version we read, "and a horrible dread hatk
ovenv1lelmed me." The passage that best corresponds with this is
that in the 42nd Psalm, "Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of
Thy waterspouts: all Thy waves and Thy billows are gone over
me."
Now, what a striking figure is here presented; it is that
of an all-but-drowned man struggling for life upon the mighty deep,
wave after wave rushing after and over him, his head again and
again covered, the eyes of the observer strained almost in despair
of his ever again appearing. He is l'escued or escapes, if he does
escape, as by a miracle!
And whilst these after-overwhelmings in the pilgrim's course
of which we speak, may well check the veriest thought or feeling
of independence upon the part of a child of God, whatever his
previous standing or privileges, how does such an experience at
the same time prove to what uepths a poor soul may sink, and
with what dismay, terror, alarm, he may, ere he is aware, be taken.
Header, do you know anything of this? As a further ground
for chec](ing the least possible indulgence of pride, or feeling of
self-sufliciellcy, how well may we consider the admonition, "Let
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall," when we
remember that the language before us was prophetically, upon the
part of the .Psalmi ·t, that of CHRIST HIMSELF! The twelfth anu two
following verses settle this question. Moreover, the testimony of
the Holy Ghost as recorded by the evangelists ratifies and confirms
y
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the fact as to what were the personal ovel'wlwhnings of CHRIST as
the sinner's Substitute and Surety.
Would, reader, that in our contemplations we could dwell
more upon this astounding- verity-CHRIST in the positive and
personal realit.y of His sufferings.
How well has it been said
that "the sufferings (or the anguish) of His soul were the sole
of His sufferings;" by which we uuderstand that his mental
anguish exceeded for acuteness and intensity His bodil!J pain.
Upon these grounds. moreover, how well may we sympathise with,
and earnestly plead for, those of the Lord's dear children who
testify, "Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror
hath overwhelmed me." How well, too, may we give heed to the
apostle's exhortation, as the groundwork for self-distrust and
simple dependence (Heb. xiii. a), "Remember them that are in
bonds, as bo/md witlt tltem; and them which suffer adversity, as
being yourselves also 1'n the body."

Bnt we pass on to the next place in which the word overwltelmed
occurs. That is in the 51st Psalm and 2nd verse, "From the
end of the earth will I cry unto Thee, when my heart is
overwhelmed: lead me to the rock t!tat is higher than 1." Now,
here again we have the Psalmist. in an advanced stage of pilgrimage.
We wish to dwell upon this fact, in order the more forcibly and
scripturally to combat the idea of a state of ease or cessation from
No such condition falls to the portion of
trouble in warfare.
pilgrims. The wilderness is a battle-field, in which, whether seen
·or otherwise, there is ceaselessly to be encountered the world, the
flesh, and the devil; and these three are in avowed antagonism
'with the immortal soul. But in this his overwhelmed condition
the Psalmist's cry is at once simple and fervent.
There is that
which is so childlike, and. because childlike, so cheering and
.encouraging to thoso in like circumstances, or to the tried and
tempest-tossed.
"Hear my cry. 0 God," he says; "attend
unto my prayer." How very plain and simple. vVhat could be
more so? And then, as though there were a present looking
back and a remembrance then and there springing up of past
scenes and past succour, he says, "From the end of the earth
will I cry unto Thee." It bespeaks fixedness of purpose-a holy
determination--" Will I cry!"
It is the J acob, "I will not
let Thee go except thou bless me." It is the "Lord, help me,"
of the Syrophenician woman. It is the "Jesu~, thou Son of David,
have mercy on me," of' a blind J3artimeus. "From the end of
the earth," from the utmost oxtremity-from the far, far-away spot
-yea, it is the J onah cry, "out of th€' belly of hell!" Ah,
that's the prayer!
Heal, heartfelt, because heart-crushed, pressed
out, aye, and that from the very depths ~ N at formal! not set! not
mere duty! not the round of so-called service! not the cold, the
heartless, the pretentious, the professional! not the surface merely-
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the external-but the real heart-cry! "From the end of the earth
will I cry unto Thee, wheu my heart is overwhelmed." When
my circumstances and my surroundings mook me with, "I am
cast out of His sight;" when men taunt me with a "Where is
thy God now?" when "mine enemies speak against me, and they
that lay wait for my soul take counsel together, saying, God
hath forsaken him; persocute and take him, for there is none to
deliver him."
Ah, even then will I cry, "Lead me to the
Rock that is higher than 1."
Poor, tried, tempted, sin-burdened and Satan-harassed soul, how
great is the meroy that to whatever extremes thou mayest be
driven, or into whatever depths of anguish, dread, or dismay
thou ml1yest be cast, the language before us still holds good.
With respect to all such depths and dangers, difficulties and
distresses, Christ, the Rock of Ages, is still-aye, and ever will be
-" The Rock that is higher than I!"
Yes, He is above all
as well as under all. "Underneath are the everlasting arms," and
there is no falling beneath or falling out of the arms of
Omnipotence! Nor can Satan succeed. We read, that he took the
great and gracious Forerunner of His people," and set Him on a
pinnacle of the temple," and again "up into an exceeding high
mountain; " but, malicious and mighty as is this most inveterate foe,
yet his power is limited, nor can he carry such as are "delivered
unto him for the destruction of the flesh" above "the Rock that
is higher than I!" No, blessed be God for this rich and
distinguishing mercy!
It is recorded that on a fearfully tempestuous night, on one
occasion, a ship was driven against a certain rock, and, breaking
up, the poor mariners climbed its sides as best they could. But
their real fear was lest at the rising of the tide the rock upon
which they had taken refuge should be covered with the sea, and
they who had escaped shipwreck be drowned! However, the
sailor who had climbed highest all at once shouted to his shipmates to be of good cheer. He had put his hand upon a
something which he knew never grew but above high-watel'
mark. Hence he felt they were safe as far as the rising-tide
was concerned. They had found a standing upon a rock that
was higher than themselves, and higher than all the surges of the
mighty deep by which they were surrounded.
And so, dear reader, however tempest-tossed-rise and roll as
billow after billow and wave after wave may-still distressed and
agonised, terror-stricken and dismayed, afl'righted and alarmed,
as the poor sinner may be, yet he shall prove that "the Rock
Blessed be God, millions upon millions
is higher than he!"
have betaken themselves to that Rock, and found shelter and
security there; and why? Oh, it is the Rock of Ages, "against
which the gates of hell shall never-no, never---prevail."
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It may be said of any tried and tempted soul"Though waves and storms go o'er his head,
Though strength and health and friends be gOlle,
Though joys be wither'd all and dead,
And ev'r.v comfort be withdrawn,
Steadfast in this his soul relies,
Redeeming mercy never dies.
"Fix'd on the Rock shall he remain,
Though heart may fail and flesh decay;
This Anchor shall his soul sustain,
'Vhen earth's foundations melt away.
Mercy's full pow'r he then shall prove,
Lov'd with an everlasting love!" ,

But there is a reason given for the" crying" and the "leading."
"Why," the poor tempted soul may exclaim, "shall I cry?
What ground have I for hope if I cry?" Here it is: because
" Thou hast been a shelter for me, a strong tower from the enemy."
Ah, beloved, here is the mercy that is)dentified with test, prooj~
personal knowledge, heartfelt experience: "Because thou hast been
my help," says the Psalmist, in his 631'd Psalm, "ther~fore in
the shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice." Again, in the 56th
Psalm, he establishes his plea for the ftdure upon the ground of
the past. "For thou hast delivered my soul from death: wilt not
thou deliver my feet from falling, that I may walk before God
in the light of the living?" Again, in the very Psalm before
us, he testifies, "For Thou, 0 God, hast heard my vows: Thou
hast given me the heritage of those that fear Thy name." Then,
in proof of the confidence and encouragement deduced from the
past, he adds, "Thou wilt prolong the king's life, and his years
as many generations." Be assured, beloved, that the more closely
we scrutinise the more clearly shall we discern that the "Thou
hast" and the "Thou wilt" go together; yea, they are blessedly
blended in the dispensations of both Providence and Grace.
'c

His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Eaoh sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."

As one of the numerous instances left upon reoord, in proof of
the timely and gracious way in which the Holy Ghost is pleased
to bring to remembrance, in seasons of trial and emergency, we
will mention one in the lit of the Psalmist himself. In the
matchless and marvellous leadings of His providence, the Lord
J ehovah brings the stripling David upon the field of warfare,
just at that critical juncture when "Israel and the Philistines had
put the battle in array, army against army." Moreover, because
the Lord Himself had the arrangement and disposal of all, it
further happened that at the identical moment when David was
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talking with his brethrel}, up came Goliath, the Philistine of Gath,
blasphemously defying the armies of Israel. I¥e read with respect
to his proud blasphemies, that he "spake according to the same
words, and David heard them." And why? Beoause the Lord had
so arranged.
Moreover, what terrified the men of Israel, and
caused them to flee from the giant, only emboldened the stripling
David, and filled him with a holy zeal and supernatural oourage ;
and why? Beoause that daring monster had "defied the armies
of the living God!" It was zeal for his Lord, jealousy for his
Master, that so stirred the heart of David. And most blessed is
it with the Lord's servants when such is their experienoe.
But see the blessedness and the seasonableness of the work
of the Holy Ghost as the Remembranoer, espeoially in times of
€mergenoyor extremity. David is brought before Saul, and said,
"Let no man's heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and
fight with this Philistine." Saul remonstrates with David, "Thou
art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him, for
thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth."
Now mark, dear reader: "And David said unto Saul, Thy
servant kept his father's sheep, and there oame a lioll and a bear,
and took a lamb out of the flock: and I went out after him, and
smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he
arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him,
and slew him.
Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear."
Then, under the preoious anointing of the Holy Ghost, and
with that blessed boldness, divine steadfastness, and holy oourage
with which he was instantly endowed, the stripling exclaims:
"And this unoiroumoised Philistine shall be as one of them,
seeing he hath defied the armies of the It"ving God. David said,
moreover, "The Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the lion
and out of the paw of the bear, He will deliver me out of the hand
of this Philistine."
Here, then, deal' reader, we perceive the preoious oonnexion
between past deliverallces and present d'ffticultie8 and dangers, under
the divine power and operation of God the Holy Ghost.
Reader, have you no suoh deliveranoe of which to testify? In
our next we hope (if tho Lord will) to take up the other passages
ill which the word "overwlwlm('d" ooours. Meanwhile may the
Lord bless what has been written upon the subject. _
THE EDITOR.

St. Luke's, Bedminster, May 11th, 1881.

"Immovable our hope remains,
Within the veil our anchor lies;
Jesus, who washed us from our stains,
Shall bear us safely to the skies."

Toplady.
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A VESTMENT OF GOD'S WEAVING.
" I put on j'ighteousnes8, and it clothed me."- JOB xxix. 14.
IT is recorded of one of the lleformers that, when he had acquitted
himself in a public disputation with great credit to his Master's cause,
a friend begged to see his notes which he had been observed to write,
supposing that he had taken down the arguments of his opponents,
and sketched the substance of his own reply. Greatly was he
surprised to find that his notes consisted simply of these ejaculatory
petitions, "Mon light, Lord! more light, more light!" Oh, how this
prayer of the dear old Reformer is our constant aspiration, especiaHy
when we again think of writing to the family of God, with the hope
of comforting some afflicted and tried one "Morc light, Lord! more
light, Lord!" This is what we want-light upon the way, light upon
the Word, and light upon the will of ollr God.
vVe have heard of one of those old deeply-taught ministers of the
Gospel who seem to us to be getting fewer and fewer, so dependent
did he feel on the Lord's giving, that he would sometimes in preachin[!;
stop short and say, "There, that is all the Lord has given me. I
can add no more;" and would sit down. We know that in our day
such a course might be a matter of inconvenience to an assemble(l
multitude, and would be thought a strange proceeding; nevertheless,
we do love the spirit of the good man's action-to give out only that
which he felt was from the Lord. It is more and more our desire t()
do so. We crave l-ight from above, and liberty from the Lord. All else
must be of the creature and carnal.
Well, while looking for this liberty and praying for this light, one
dear to us said, "The minister I heard this morning referred to a singular
pasl.age of the Word. It was this: 'I put on righteousness, and it,
clothed me.''' Immediately such a precious flowing came into the soul
relative to the imputed righteousness of Christ, in which His own areclothed, that we inwardly felt, "Our prayer is answered, our desire
granted. That passage is to be the one for us for our fresh 'Notes.'
Lord, help! Lord, unfold! that Thy people may be encouraged and
refreshed." And then we thought, "Where is the passage 7 We never
recollect to have read it, or, if we have, it has never arrested our
attention: 'I pnt on rightel)Usness, and it clothed me.''' Soon omBible was resorted to, and we found it in the Book of Job, it being in
his lengthened answer to the false teaching of Bildad, the Shuhite, wh()
tried to show that a man cannot be justified before God. We must
confess we were a little disappointed to find that Job seemed more to
refer to his doings and righteous dealings with men, when in his former
prosperity and honour, than to the righteousness of Christ. He says,
"The blessing of him that was ready to perish came upon me; and I
caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. I put on righteousness, and
it clothea me; my judgment was as a robe and a diadem." Still, for
all this, Job, later on, on being brought to the dust of self·abasement,
when God spake to him. out of the whirlwind, realised the poverty of
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his own righteousness and the perfection of his Lord's. "Behold," he
says, " I am vile; what shall I answer Thee? I will lay mine hand upon
my mouth;" and, again, "I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the
ear; but now mine eye seeth Thee; Wherefore I abhor myself and
repent in dust and ashes," and our impression is, that the Lord permitted him to pass through all the fiery trials that we knolV he did-t()
show him the threadbare character of his own righteousness, and the
perfection of that righteousness which is of God's weaving. In a higher
and better sense, when the Lord gave him his own "twice as much,"
could he say, "I put on [that is, with an appropriating faith] Thy
righteousness, and it clothed [or covered] me;" so that we are not by
the context robbed of our point-that there is a vestment of God'~
weaving which fully covers the poor sinner, and makes him fit to appeal'
before a holy and pure God, namely, the imputed righteousness of Christ.
Now, in order to be clear upon this important doctrine, we must COllsideI' two striking opposites, namely, our sins and Christ's righteousness
-our sins imputed to Him; His righteousness imputed to us. Marl\,
not our sins impaded to Him, but imJYltted.
We do think this is a
most important distinction, for there are some who assert that Christ
"assumed the character of the sinner." Never! My precious Jesu~
never was the sinner. I am the sinner, saved by sovereign grace. H,:
was and is the SaviOlw.
He who knew no sin was made sin for us.
Our sillS were laid upon Him, that His people might be "made the
righteousness of God ill Him." Mark this, beloved-the action itself
cannot be transfm'1'ed to anothe1' being beside the dam', bltt the gnilt and its
consequences may, and this is precisely what it was with Christ. OU)'
Lord was without sin. The action of our sins was never transferred to
Him, but the guilt of them was; and thus He stood in our stead.
"The Lord hath laid upon Him the iniquity of us all "-the guilt and its
consequences transferred to the Surety-so that, if a man is saved, it must
bo through the righteousness of Another, pure, perfect, and availing.
Then we have said, on the other hand, that not merely are our
sins imputed to Christ-laid upon Him-but His righteousness if;
imputed to us.
This must follow, or it would be worthless. Ther~
must be, and is, not merely the acquittal on account of the guilt, bu.l;
the acceptance as righteous on account of 'what the Substitute has don~
for us. God in justification not merely pardons our sins, blots them out
in the blood of Christ, and looks upon us, beloved, as innocent, but,
He also beholds us as perfectly righteous.
He imputes His Son's
righteousness to us, and reckol1S us righteous on that account. Oh, I
do want the poor trembler to lay hold of this by faith! It is so
comforting and precious to me! Not merely have we received full
pardon of all our sins, and freed from condemnation, but we are
through the imputed righteousness of Christ., declared to be righteous,
are constituted complete fulfillers of the law, are accepted before God,
and are presented with a title to future and everlasting glory. Perhaps
we shall see the preciousness of this wondrous exchange further, if we
think of our acceptance with and justification before God.
Now, we believe that the jnstijiwtion of the sinne1' is an act of etenwl
purpose. The mistake which mallY, to our mind, make, is considering
that they are justified when they believe. This certainly is the casoas
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the effect of a cause, but I look for my justification in the archives of
heaven, settled in the council chamber of the Eternal Three before the
world was formed or framed; for I can never treat my God as a
God having no purpose and no plan-if I did, I should treat Him
as one below the creatures He has farmed. If He is-anl1 verily He
is-" God over all, blessed for ever," He must be supreme in all, and
especially in the matter of salvation. If He "doeth as seemeth Him
good in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth,"
why exempt His" doing as seemeth Him good" in the greatest work
of all-the salvation of the soul ~ "The counsel of the Lord standeth
for ever: the thoughts of His hp-art to all generations." I look, therefore,
for my justification as the act of divine sovereignty in the purpose of the
great and mighty God. I know such views are unpalatable, because they
rob the creature of all partnership in the matter. They make God" All
and in all," and salvation and justifiCation all of grace. But this is
what we rejoice in, as just suiting the felt need of the helpless sinner.
Did you ever notice, beloved, how significantly the Lord taught
Moses the lesson of the helplessness of man 7 It is evident that, as
he grew up to manhood, the Lord in some w:,y revealed to him
that he was not really a son of Pharaoh's daughter, uut that he was
in truth one of God's chosen people. He was no Egyptian, but of
Israel. Learning this fact, and seeing his brethren and their burdens,
he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew; and, looking this way and
that way, and seeing there was no man near, he slew the Egyptian,
and hid him in the sand. Now, in the purpose of God, Moses was
to be the instrument in His hands of delivering His chosen people
from bondage, but this was not the way to go to work. Moses was
not by his own arm to smite them down. For this act he became
as a dead man in Egypt, liable at any time to suffer the penalty of
his act. Ah! beloved, we must all be brought to see that we are as
dead men in Egypt, and that it is not by our ann and our strength
the Lord will work. He will do it all to glorify His own name. It
appears to us that for this act of creature-sufficiency the Lord sent Moses
for forty years to school, to learn the lesson of his own nothingness
and God's sufficiency; for we are told, in the Acts of the Apostles, after
describing his having slain the Egyptian, "Then fled Moses, and was
a stranger in the land of Madian, where he begat two sons. And when
jm·ty yeaTs were expired, there appeared to him in the wild roes of
Mount Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bu 11." Then
did God reveal His intentions concerning His chosen p ople to him.
But oh, what trials, what teachings, what training he pass cl through
during these forty years, that he might by the £ ry rd al be emptied
of selt~ and learn the 1 sson, "Not by might, nor by power, but by My
Spirit, saith the Lord." That is it -" My pirit" must do it all.
And then a second way in which M
wa to learn this lesson was
brought about thus. Moses arguecl with God that the people would not
believe nor hearken unto his voie , D I' b lieve that the Lord had
appeared unto him. "And the Lord said, What is that in thine hand 1
And he said, A rod. And God said, Casb ib on the ground. And h
cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from
b fore it." Ah! he was to be shown that all sources of human support
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would but become as serpents to sting him. His trust must be alone
in the Lord J ehovah.
And then the third way which God took to teach him the same truth
was as significant. "And the Lord said furthermore unto him, Put
now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom:
and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow."
What a wonder-working God is ours! Surely Moses was thus shown
the character of poor, helpless, sinful man!
So, beloved, put these things together. Moses was a dead man.
That upon which he rested became a serpent, and his hand of power
and self-sufficiency loprous.
Oh, it is in this way he was taught,
and we are taught what we are by nature, and how all must be
a matter of sovereign grace and mercy. We have dwelt thus upon
the experience of Moses because it will bring out our point, namely,
that the imputed righteousness of Christ, covering our sins and
infirmities, will be felt to be precious to those who are brought
thus by the Lord to very emptiness and poverty of spirit; and
the reason why this doctrine is distasteful to so many professing
Christians is, that they have not been handled by the Lord as Moses
was. They have not been experimentally taught the character of the
fall, and their own degradation on account of it. To those of us who
have, we shall look npon the righteousness of Christ as a most
precious and gracious covering, and sing with grateful hearts"0 love, thou bottomless abyss,
My sins are swallowed up in thee;
Covel'ed is my unl'ighteousness;
From condemnation now I'm free,
While Jesus' blood, through earth and skies,
, Mercy! free, boundless mercy!' cries."

'Vith such views, then, let us give the family of God some reasons
why I love the doctrine of the imputed righteousness of Christ.
First, because it is Scriptural. All the doctriues of the Bible are of an
eternal character. They are not, as some think, introduced in certain
so-called dispensations. They form a grand whole from the beginning,
hence we look for the doctrine of the imputed righteousness of Christ
in the Old Testament as well as in the New; and we have it set
forth in the Pentateuch under the figure of the live goat: "And Aaron
shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess
over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their
transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the
goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the
, wilderness." This Levitical or priestly fact preaches to us divine
substitution, and the imputed righteousness of Christ. Then, again, we
have the prophet Isaiah pointing to the same fact-the sins of His
people laid upon J esus-" He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare His generation 1 for He was cut off out
of the land of the living: for the transgression of My people was He
stricken." Again are we taught the same truth in Zechariah iii.-indeed,
to our mind, the whole scheme of salvation, and its personal bearings
upon the sinner, are conveyed to us in that precious chapter: the
charge of Satan against Joshua-the way in which the Lord silenced
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him, by the declarlLtion of His eternal choice-the character of the
sinner by nature, "clad in filthy garments "-the mighty change
effected by the ordering of God: "Take them away; I have caused
thine iniquity to pass from thee "-the clothing givcn: "I will
clothe thee with change of raiment," even with the garments of
salvation and the robe of Christ's righteousness-the vessel of mercy
sanctified to walk in the ways of the Lord-the whole a matter of amasement and wonder to those that sit by.
Then, if we turn from Old Testament to Jew, again we have proofs
of this precious doctrine. I think we have it set forth in the narrative
of the woman taken in adultery. When her accusers all fled at the
home-thrust our Lord made upon them, and the woman was lcft,
alone with Jesus, "Hc said unto her, V{oman, where are those thine
accusers 1 hath no man condemncd thee 1 She said, No man, Lord.
And Jesus said unto her, Neithe1' do I condemn thee: go, and sin no
more." In that "Neither do I condemn thee," methinks He cleared
her of her guilt, and put upon her His own robe of righteousness.
The same with the prodigal son: "Bring forth the best robe, and put
it on him." So also in the ministry of the apostles-they all preached
the same important and precious doctrine, Paul declaring especially,
"For He hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that wo
might be made the righteousness of God in Him." . I love, then, this
doctrine because it is Scriptural.
Again, I love the doctrine of the imputed righteousness of Christ
because it i~ so simple. Dear reader, you and I can say, "Well, I was
born in such and such a place, in such and such a year. Vcry early
I gave proof of the truth of the Scriptural assertion t,hat we are 'bom
in sin and shapen in iniquity.' Various were the ways in which this
truth was demonstrated; and, as years rolled on, and I grew up to
m!Luhood, matters got worse and worse. But God interposed at, tho
set time to favour Zion. I became conscious of sin and its consequences.
I had such views of myself as a sinner, that there could be nothing
but destruction awaiting me. As to do anything, why, I could not
think a single spiritual thought, much less do a spiritual act; but, when
I felt ready to perish, the Holy Spirit began to unveil the remedy,
and tell me of the only way in which a sinner can be saved, and
appear before a righteous, holy God. It must be in the righteousncs'
of Christ. In that view I saw how my sins were imputed to Him,
and His righteousness imputed to me. It covered me, He gave me
faith as the issue of life to appropriate it, and thus 'I put on righteousness, and it clothed me.'''
But, although the matter is thus so simple, Satan tries to mystify it,
especially insinuating, "Ah! this is all very well for others, but it is
not for you. YOll know you are unworthy of such mercy, and you feel
your unworthiness too." This is true; but, blessed be God, the ve1'Y felt
unworthiness is a proof of our adoption, because the Holy Spirit mE'ans us to
feel this, that the riches of God's grace and mercy may be made evident,
and His name be glorified. As far as my experience goes, I finJ.
there are times when every child of God thinks he is not a child
of' God-when every Spirit-born soul thinks he has no part or lot
in the matter-when every saint thinks he is nothing but a sinner. Is

,
·f

The Gospel Magazine.

333

thero anything wonderfnl in this? If Qneon Victoria raised a beggar
from the dunghill to royal dignity and courtly favour, would not
that beggar think the person who bronght the royal mandate was
a deceiver, and would he not feel that the neWil was too good to
be true? If doubts and fears would be sure to possess such an
one, is it to be wondered at, that knowing ourselves and feeling
our unworthiness, we should doubt the declaration of the King of
kings, "I have redeemed thee: I have bought thee with a price:
thou art Mine"?
Further, I love the doctrine of the imputed righteousness of Christ
because it is so suitctble to a pOOl' sinne?' who feels that his own righteousness is only as filthy rags. YesIt is so sU'itable fO?' a tried one, body-worn, mind-worn one. It calms
me to think, "Jesus hath clothed and covered me; what have I to
fear?" Oh, why those forebodings? In Him all must be well.
It is so suitnble to the tempted one. " No, Satan; I will not soil my robe!
I am the King's son. I will not stoop to the world's defilement."
It is so suitable fo1' a busy one, whose days fly swiftly amidst the
imperative duties of his calling.
He may regret that the world's
demands are so pressing-that he gains so few moments of the day
for reading his Bible, reflecting upon its great truths-for private
devotion and prayer. All this seems a matter of impos~ibility. What
a comfort thon to feel the covering is all right, the shelter secure,
and the feet upon the Rock! And thenIt is switable fo?' a dying one. If I am clad in the righteousness of
Christ, death is but an unrobing of all that is mortal. My immortal
covering remains, and with it wrapped round that which is immortal,
heaven's gates will never be closed against me. "See," hymn the
:tngels, "he is clad in a righteousness owned of God. ,Ve know its
spotless character. Brother, it is your passport within the veil. Sister,
it is your panoply which will gain you an entrance into the eternal
city 0f God." And, fellow-pilgrims, the last step will be our best step,
if we are covered with the righteousness of Christ.
And then I love the doctrine of the imputed righteousness of Christ
because it is s?((jicient. Alas! how few think it so; and we find hosts of
professing Christians clothing and covering themselves with anything
and everything but this precious robe. Some clothe themselves iu their
own virtue, and pride themselves on their course of life. They are but
like the celebrated heathen who said, " Mea vii·tv.te me invoZ,vo "-" I wrap
myself up in my virtue." ,Vhat a mercy if you and I can say, dcar
reader, "I wrap myself up in the righteousness of Christ 'J ! Others,
even in the so-called Protestant Church of England, dare to assume
sacerdotal power; and, turning their backs upon the people, display
hideous hoods and dubious vestments, upon which the ct'Oss is the
most conspicuous object. Snch have never learned the fact that we have,
beloved, that every child of God who is clothed in the imputed righteousness of Christ is a priest unto God, and one only who can offer sacrifices
pleasing in His sight. Others think to render God service by the perfJrmances of oratorios, and a service which they call highly musical ahd
ornate. "Ve have read of one church where the music costs £1,600 a
year! Now, all these things are beside the mark. They are as urr0'\'s
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that fly all around, and never hit even the target, much less the bull's eye.
They never come right home; but the righteousness of Christ seals the
matter, settles the matter, and sets all with regard to our eternal salvation
right. It is sufficient for all time and for all eternity.
Again, I love the doctrine of the imputed righteousness of Christ
because it is so solacing. It is very blessed to live, in this uncertain
world, cheered by such a solace as the imputed righteousness of Christ.
It brings us into a sweet peace the world can neither give nor take
away; because, if I know my sins are covered, I know my salvation is
secured. The canopy also is impervious. All the darts of the enemy
cannot pierce it. It is the panoply of God, therefore a protection of
divine power and omnipotent strength. "I will greatly rejoice in the
Lord; my soul shall be joyful in my God: for He hath clothed me with
the garments of salvation, He· hath covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as
a bride adorneth herself with her jewels."
There is another reason why I want to feel clad in the righteousness of Christ-it is because things are so terribly uncertain in this
world. We know not what a day may bring forth. I see around me
friends fast falling, and quitting the scene of their earthly sojourn.
Our diary is full of jottings telling of the departure of one and another
from this fading scene. I want, then, to be ready for my change-my
exit-my summons. How can I be ready? Oh, if I have on the
righteousness of Christ, I am ever ready. If I stand "accepted in
the Beloved," it will only be a stepping up higher into His immediate
presence. God grant it may be so with reader and writer!
And then I love the doctrine of the imputed righteousness of Christ
because it glorifies Jesl's. The Christian feels he wants to grasp at anything and everything that will glorify Jesus. It is a low-toned religion
when this is not the case; but, when it is desired and craved, it is
a precious test of our oneness with Him. He ought to be glorified, for
"He restored that which He took not away."
Everything that the
fall took away, and which my sins, as concerned in that fall, robbed
me of, Jesus has restored.
He did not take away from us a single
blessing or benefit; my sins did, and the fall of Adam, my federal
head. He robbed me of communion with God-intercourse and fellowship with the Most High. Jesus has restored it, and 1 can now,
through Him and what He has done for me, walk and talk with God.
Adam's fall banished me from Paradise and the presence of my Maker.
.Jesus has restored to me that unsurpassed pri vilege, and regained a
Paradise of glory for me. We repeat, ought He not indeed to be
glorified ? We will, beloved"Adore our blest King, all-glorious above,
And gratefully sing His power and His love."

But we must pause. Our subject is a vast one; it grows upon us.
In conclusion, let us look over what we have thought of together, for
we are anxious in our writings to be lucid, sharp, and to the point. Wo
dread writing at random. See, then, we have prefaced our article with
upliftings for "more light," for wo feel more than ever dependent upon
the Holy Spirit to give. 'Ve trust the light has been given, as wc have
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been lod to trace things concerning this all-important doctrine. vVe
have dwelt upon the assertion of the afflicted Job, as he looked back
upon his days of prosperity, and defended himself from the thrusts of
his false comforters. He says, "I put on righteousness, and it clothed
me;" and although, as we have said, he seemed rather to refer to his
integrity before God, yet it has taken us to the imputed righteousness
of Christ, which covers all His blood-bought and redeemed ones. Not
that Jesus was the sinner-He was the Substitute, Surety, and Saviourin dwelling upon which we have seen how the action itself cannot be
transferred to another beside the doer, but the guilt and its consequences
may; and this is the case with sinner and Saviour; and this brings
out the fact that not merely have we received full pardon of all our sin~,
and are freed from condemnation, but, through the imputed righteousness
of Christ, we are declared to be righteous, are constituted complete
fulfillers of the law, accepted before God, and presented with a title to
future and eternal glory. That this justification of the sinner is an act
of eternal purpose, a view which is a comfort to those who make Christ
the" All and in all" of their salvation, as it is so suitable to the helpless
condition a grace-taught soul will experimentally feel himself to be in.
Like Moses, he will be shown that he is a dead man in Egypt, that the
earthly rod on which he rests will become a serpent to sting him, and
that the hand of creature power and self-sufficiency is leprous. Under
these circumstances, experimentally felt, how precious will be the doctrine
of the imputed righteousness of Christ; and many will be the reasons
why we must love this doctrine. We shall do so because it is Scriptural,
being set forth under the figure of the live goat, on the head of which
the priest's hand was laid while the sins and iniquities of the
children of Israel were confessed over it, and the goat sent by a fit man
into the wilderness. Again, proclaimed by the inspired prophet Isaiah,
and set forth fully in Joshua's change of raiment. Then, turning to the
New Testament, we have seen this precious covering set forth in our
Lord's words to the woman taken in adultery: "Neither do I condemn
thee." The same also with the prodigal son: "Bring forth the best
robe, and put it on him;" while it was preached by the apostles, Paul
specially declaring, "For He hath made Him to be sin for us who knew
no sin, that we might be made the righteonsness of God in Him." Thus
have we shown by the Word of God that the imputed righteousness of
Christ is not a mere sentiment, as some would have us believe, but a
doctrine founded upon the Scriptures of truth. Those who feel this
to be the case will love the doctrine because it is also so simple. "The
wayfaring man, though a fool," if taught of God, can understand it. It
is so suitable to the tried one, the busy one, and the dying one. It is
sufficient; all else is beside the mark. It is so solacing to know my
sins arc covered, and we love it because it does glorify our precious
Redeemer.
'Oh, Christ, wll:J.t burdens bowed Thy head!
Our load was bid on Thee:
Thou stoodest in the sinner's stead,
Didst bear all ill for me :
"\ Victim led, Thy blood was shed;
~ow there's no load for me.
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"Death and the curse were in our cup;
Oh, Christ. 'tWll.S full for Thee!
But Thou hast drained the last dark drop:
''fis empty now for me :
That bitter cup, love drank it up;
Now blessings' draught for me."

May the Lord grant that faith may lay hold of these comforting truths
which spring from the imputed righteousness of Christ, as He stood in
the sinner's stead-the load of our sins; "now there's no load for me"
-the curse in the cup; "now there's no curse for me "-the stroke of
the rod it fell upon Him; now there is no wrath for me; all love-the
sword it smote Him; now it is sheathed for me-the bands of death
now all untied for me-Paradise lost, now regained for me-grace given
and glory secured all through Jesus. 'Ve repeat, may the Lord give us
faith to lay hold of these gracious and comforting results of Christ'K
work for us!
Sweetly to our point does "M. J. M." write in her precious littI(1
hook, "'Vords of Comfort for the Weak in Fait,h," with which I close"Yes, He hath clothed me with that glorious dress,
Woven in the loom of His humanity;
The silvery woof, His manhood's spotlessness;
The warp, the golden threads of Deity.
"The garments of salvation too I wear,
Beneath that lustrous robe of righteousness,
E'en as a bride adorned with jewels rare;
Himself hath clothed me with the festal dress.
'x'

',,'

....
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"Thus in the weddin6 garments undefiled,
In Christ's own righteousness I stand arrayed;
Though in myself a sinful, helpless child,
When the Ring eomes I shall not be dismayed."

f' Em·ton·on-Trcnt.

G. C.
A FRAGMENT.
(PUBLISHED BY REQUEST.)

I Al\I deep1y convinced th'tt it is in dal'knc.<s and the deeps that we
are permitted to dig up some of the precious gold that lies hidden
IJcneath the surface. When the gold was first discovered in certain
({uarters in Australia, it lay just upon the surface. That was soon exhausted. This finding upon the part of the first few settlers soon got
1I0ised abroad. Then the tide of emigration set in, but the new comers
needed to do something more than snrtace wrrrk,. they had to explore and
to dig deep, deep down into the bowels of the earth. A nugget now
and then would repay for weeks and months of toil; and so with
gospel-miners, beloved, a nugget or so promise now, or a nugget Or so
promise then, repays all the toil and auxiet,y in seeking after it. The
J,ord in mercy keeps us on the search till He calls us home! In
writing to a friend just now, I said, I had been trying to spell the
word G-R-A-C-E for fifty-five years, and shall still be found poring over
it till the Great Master tells me to spell G-L-O-R-Y!
Ever yours, in Him,
D.A. D.
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"I AM OVERWHELMED!"
are reputed as the last words of the eminent statesman that
has just passed away. To say the least, it suggests matter for the
very gravest consideration upon the part of the thousands, the
tens of tl: msands-yea, the hundreds of thousands-whose eyes have
fallen upon these remarkable last words of one of the most talented
as well as prominent of men,
Without attempting to offer comment or opinion in a political
point of view, still, for the purpose of the more forcibly presenting
the thought now uppermost in the mind, we may venture to
quote the remarks of a journalist touching the character and ability
of the lamented EA RL OF BEACONSFIELD:SUCH

A Hebrew of the Hebrews, the son of a recluse who lived among his
books, cardd nothing for society, and never even pretended to take the
slightest interest in politics of any kind, LoaD BEACONSFIELD, born, as he
said, in a library, and entering public life without either friends, connections, or fortune, rose to one of the proudest positions in the public life
of E'lgland-rose to be ,the leader of a great Parliamentary party. to be
the trusted chief of "the gentlemen of England," to be the Prime Minister
of Great Britain, to hang his shield in St, George's Chapel among the
proudest of English nobles, and to receive, after his death, the highest
compliment that could be paid to a distinguished public servant-the offer
of a grave in Westminster Abbey and a public funeral. These are high
distinctions for anyone to attain in a country where society is organised
upon the aristocratic principle which distinguishes the society of this
country; and, in the case of a man like LORD BEAUONSFIELD-" a mere gentleman of the press," as he once called himself, "a man with no escutcheon but
literature "-they are distinctions which are as unique as they are brilliant;
but LORD BEACONSFIELD, the son of a man who could not comprehend English
politics, was possessed, even from his earliest youth, with an overwhelming
passion for politics, with an ambition to lead a great party like Bolingbroke,
to thrill senates with his eloquence like Burke, to rule an empire with the
authority and decision of Pitt; and, devoting his whole life to these objects,
concentrating all his thoughts upon their attainment, he has one by one
secured them all, and left behind him a reputation which will live as that
of a great English statcsman, a great Parliamentary orator, a great Parliamentary chief,
No statesman of our time has been pursued with sach persistent and'
acrimonious criticism as that which followed LORD BEACONSFIELD all throual
his career-criticism which began 'by misconstruing every w.ord he spoke,
misrepresenting all his actions, ridiculing his motives, and ended by
traducing his character. In Parliament and out of Parliament it has been
all one. ,The man has been den0unced as a charlatan-a conjurer-an
adventurer-everything that is odious and contemptible in English eyes.
Yet the instant death has closed his eyes, Englishmen of all pa1·ties seem to
have discov81'ed that his ca1'eel' was one of the noblest of OU1' time-that his
eloqtwnce was of all but the highest kind-that he was p1'e-eminently distinguishetl by all that can lend lttstre ancl dignity to the chctracte1' of an English
stat~sman-by pu~'e ancl honou1.'able ambition, by the h~ghest patriotism. by
a stncere vene1'utwn fQ?' the h,.st01'Y of the count1'y winch sheltm'ed his race
from the persecutions of the Continent, We find Englishmen of all parties
acknowledging the high and brilliant qualities of the man, the truth,
sincerity, and thoroughness of his character, and every statesman and public
writer of Europe attesting the patriotism, sagacity, and success of his policy.
le
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As alrelLdy implied, we give expression to the foregoing extract
in the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, for a definite purpose.
We cannot be unmindful of the scepticism, the indifferentism,
the infidelity of our times.
The very existence of a Divine
Being is disputed, not to say His rule and authority
set at nought. From the very seat of the Legislature, through
every grade of society, down to the occupants of the lowest
hamlet in the kingdom, men are found living day by day in a
reckless defiance of the Most High! They take advantage of
His very patience, longsuffering, and forbearance. They wrest
the same to their own destruction. In spite of the manifold j udgments which are so rife and so destructive in other lands,
professedly Ohristian England, Bible-loving Britain, is tampering
with her blessings, sacrificing her advantages, and bartering her
dear blood-bought privileges, either, on the one hand, for the
formal, the ceremonial, the pretentious, or, on the other hand, in
the casting off all adherence or regard for even the very name
of religion.
In spite, however, of all these varied chftracteristics of the day,
the voice of Divine Providence has been speaking loudly, solemnly,
and in divers manners. Distraction, disaffection, distress at
home, coupled with repeated failures of crops, special and unaccountable disease among farm-stook of all kinds; abroad, distress
of nations, wars and rumours of wars, earthquakes, famines,
pestilenoes. These are among the significant signs. of the times,
attended, alas! with either scepticism, recklessness, or indifference.
But now here is another voioe-aye, and a loud and powerfulspeaking voice, too. Notwithstanding the ability, the energy, the
perseverance, the achievements, the many and brilliant successes
identified with the eventful history of the mighty man that has
just been called to his great acoount, the most striking sentence
to whioh he ever gave utteranoe; the most forcible words he ever
spoke; the strongest language he ever used; his declaration of
intensest moment; his theory of deepest depth; his volume so
large and comprehensive-the whole is embodied in those three
last mighty words, "I AM OVERWHELMED!"
We know that this may be set down to the merely physical;
but (blessed be God!) the great principles of the Gospel of Ohrist
are the triumphing of the spiritttCll over the physical! "When I
am weak then am I strong!" said the Apostle Paul; and thousands, in common with the Apostle, have found this to be true
in the very article of death, even as in all shades of suffering and
sorrow in life. We, therefore, view the word "overwhelmed"
in the light of foiled! failed I disappointed! defeated! To one's
own mind at least, it was a virtual acknowledgment that he had
followed a myth! had been pursuing a shadow! had grasped at
a blank--a void--a nonentity! had revelled in fiction; was now
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enoountering a fact! Human greatness, what is it? Name
and fame, what are they? This applies to all human progress
and attainments.
"They call me a 'Lord Bishop,'" exolaimed the dying Bishop
Weeks. "I'm nothing but a pOOl' sinner!" said he. Ah! did the
great statesman know and feel this? Who shall say? Alas!
in oonneotion with his long and eventful illness, attended as that
illness was with all that medical skill, attention, and the utmost
possible self-denying devotedness could command, his hour had
come! There was no resisting the summons! All-powerful as
his position under other eiroumstanues, he was powerless here!
Yield he must! And there is this striking faot in regard to the
illness of this great man-it would seem that from the first, or
from a very early stage of the attack to which he was at length
compelled to sucoumb, he believed it was to end in death! With
all the passiveness and amiability that marked his bearing during
his illness, and sorupulously guarded as was the siok-chamber
from intrusion, the sick and dying man had-what so many
vainly calculate upon-time and opportunity for sober thoughtfulness and reflection. As far, however, as testimony goes [mark
the word, reader] there is no evidence-no outspoken proof-of
such season for reflection having been turned to profitable account.
Hence here is another proof of the extreme folly of men calculating
upon what is termed a dec6t1t-bed repentance. Nothing can be more
futile. A.nd this is one of the striking lessons which we would
seek to set forth in connection with the death of one of whom it may
justly be said, in the language of King David with respect to the
death of Abner, "Know ye not that t/tere is a prince and a great
man fC6llen this day in Israel?" Whatever may be our feelings in
regard to LORD BEACONSFIELD in a spiritual point of view, we m'e
<6mong those who consider his death (6 great national calamity!
Where to look for his counterpart we know not. This, however,
we repeat, is perfectly distinct from the spiritua.l and eternal aspect
of the case. It is this upon which we dwell.
We presume not to sit in judgment upon the departed. The
great secret is with the Searcher of hearts. We cannot, however,
forget the words of "Him who spake as never man spake": "By
their fruits shall ye know them."
Now, if we compare the death-bed soene of the EARL OF
BEACONSFlELD with that of the loved and lamented PRINCE
CONSORT, how great the contrast! A.nd well may that contrast
lead to deep searching of heart upon the part of the myriads
who contemplate the departure of both the one and the other.
With a malady less propitious for calm thought and serious
reflection than those afforded the noble EARL between the paroxysms
of pain, the PlUNGE CONSORT appealed to the Scriptures-made
special reference to a sermon with which he had been deeply
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impressed-and quoted so emphatically the
immortal TOPJ.ADY, in his inimitable hymn-

language of the

"Rock of Ages, cleft for JiIle,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure;
Cleanse me from its guilt and power."

Self-possessed as the EARL 01" BEACONSFIELD was, even to the scrutiny of the bulletins which were issued as to his physical condition,
glad indeed should we be to hear such a testimony respecting him
as that which we have just quoted, or one in harmony with the
dying experience of the loved and lamented PRINCESS ALICE.
Dr. KlDD, the devoted, self-denying. and unwearied day-andnight attendant upon his suffering patient, has the reputation of
a Christian physician. If so, we cannot but hope that he embraced
such opportunities as were afforded him for bringing before the
sick and dying statesman the CHRlST OF OALVARY! This, however,
is a subject upon which it is questionable whether light will
ever be thrown. All we have. therefore, to think of, and upon
which to ground our reflections, is the dying testimony as proclaimed
to the world at largeElsewhere we have considered the language in a Scriptural point
of view, as being so like that of the Psalmist; here, however, we
would place before the reader, in contrast-the HEBREW STATESMAN
and the HEBREW ApOSTLE.
Such as are spiritually enlightened will scarcely fail to perceive the vast distinction and the very different issues between
the natural and the spiritual-the human and the divine-the
dying doubt, and the dying defiance of death, hell, and the grave!
THE STATESi\'[AN.
THE APOSTLE.
"1 know whom 1 have believed,
and am persuaded that He is
able to keep that which I have
committed unto Him against
that day." CC 1 am now ready
to be offered, and the time of
my departure is at hand. I
"1 A:'I[ O\'ERWHELMED!"
have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, 1 have kept
the faith: henceforth there is
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only,
but unto all them also that love
His appearing."

,~
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Reader, mark the vast distinction, as presented by the
foregoing.
It is but a few years since, every sound Protestaut heart was.
-cheered by the pronounced determiuation of the deceased EARL to
., stamp out Ritualism." This was his avowed object in the passing
-of a certain Act of Parliament. Soon, however, a cloud came over
the expectations which were then held out, by the manner in
which the funeral service of the late LADY BEACONSFIELD was
conducted. The hig-h ceremonial then practised necessarily appeared
most contradictory to the previously-avowed sentiments of the
noble EARL. Oonfidence in his Protestantism was thereby shaken.*"
Nor has what has taken place since his lordship's death tended to
reassurance upon this ground-for this reason. Touching upon
the manner in which professedly divine service was conducted at
the church, at the very time the mortal remains of the deceased
EARL were waiting interment in the mansion hard by, we read as
follows: "The vicar conducted the service, which was a full choral
one." His text was from 1 Oorinthians xv. 36: "That which
thou sowest is not quickened, except it die." The preacher passed
some well-merited encomiuIDs upon the deceased, as "a man
who did not know how to hesitate or vacillate when he saw what
he believed to be his duty;" as one ,. who never undid to-day what
1e did yesterday;" who •• would look defeat in the face, and suffer
personal loss, or even personal abuse, than be false to his principles."
1'he preacher is then reported as having spoken as follows:No public man ever had the good and honour of his country more
deeply at heart than he, and no man in his generation ever did more to
make the country which he served more honoured and respected throughout
thc world, for he would never allow it to be forgotten that God had placed
England in a great position as mistress of one-sixth part of the
whole globe. They would pardon his saying these few word3 about him
and hiM public life, but that was not the place nor was he the person to
speak of the deceased in his political life. Uf that they would hear more
tu-morrow from abler lips. He wanted to speak of LORD BEACONSFIELD as
he was there amongst them at Hughenden. There were many of those
present who had knuwll the genial kindness and simplicity with which he
had always been relLdy to enter into anything that had to do with the
parish. 'I'hey had seen him, in the height uf his power, coming down to
that church simply and humbly, Sunday after Sunday; and they remembered that they had knelt side by side with him only on last Christmas
Day, when he j'eceived 1j'0171 his (the pTec(cheY's) hand the blessed body and
blood of Chj·ist. Knowing him as they did, no man could say that he was
either an irreverent or an irreligious man without most cruelly and most
foully ll1aliglling his memory. In his intercourse as rector of the parish
for OVCl' twelve years, t he never knew him breathe a syllable which could
"Since the abovc was written, we have been informed that the deceased EAUL
remonstl'lltcd with the Rector of Hughenden upon his Hituttlistil: sympathies
and pl'ltl:tices.
t Wc sce by "Crol:kford's Clerical Directory," that this clergyman WI1~
,,-ppointed by the FA"" OF HEACONSFIELD, who was ptttroll of the living; and
ill the" Clergy Directory" publi,hed by Bosworth, thurL: is a l:ross et] against his
llame as having signcel the j("lI1ollst,.allee on lite l"l1'ehas Judgment.
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be construed into irreverence or want of due regard for the Church, whose
constitution he so well understood, and whose place and importance in the
nation none valued more highly than he did.

Now, in spite of the charge which will be raised against us by
our opponents of traducing the memory of the dead, we hesitate not
to say that the latter statements are lamentable in the extreme.
If the noble EARL did take the delight in the parish here ascribed
to him, when the facts mentioned are considered, the natural conclusion must be that they ill comport with the determination to
"stamp out Ritualism," and with the notable saying, "The Mass
in masquerade." Whether, in his own loved parish of Hughenden,
LORD BEACONSFIEJ~D got a deeper insight into the character of
Ritualism, and hence his antagonism, it is not for us to say; but
for the preacher to state that "on Ohristmas Day last he received
from his hand. the blessed body and blood of Christ," we· unhesitatingly declare to be blasphemous! It was a most awful utterance,
and involves a state of things in absolute and entire variance
with the doctrines and principles to which, as a minister of the
Church of England, the preacher had subscribed. At his ordination he had vowed to "be ready, with all faithful diligence, to
banish and drive away all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to God's Word;" whereas here, at a most solemn juncture,
when the eyes of the kingdom at large are drawn ,to the spot
where he is located, and when the preacher well knew that
his words would be reiterated far and wide, he gives deliberate
expression to one of the most erroneous and soul-destructive
statements.
It may be said, Why need we touch upon these things? Why
not let such matters pass? In reply, we ask, should we bo
faithful to the solemn charge entrusted to us, or faithful to the
souls of our fellow-men, if, at a crisis like the present, when the
attention of the community at large is drawn to this solemn
visitation of Divine Providence, we were to allow such a stateme:pt
to pass u:::..challenged? Incalculable harm arises from this seeming
indifference. " Hush!" said one in reply to a question asked by
a visitor to a church with respect to certain strange objects that
met the eye. A third party, instead of checking the inquiry,
encouraged it, adding, "It is the 'hush' that's done it;" intending thereby to convey the idea that the silence had furthered
rather than frustrated the downward oourse of things.
Hence, when we contemplate the fact that the dogma of the
real presence is not only taught in hundreds (if not thousands)
of churches, and sought to be instilled into the minds of tens of
thousands of children nominally allied to a Protestant community,
it is a state of things which calls for the loudest and most
vigorous protest.
THE EDITOR.
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CARES AND FEARS.
A TRUE sentence was uttered by the servant of the Lord, William
Tiptaft, in these words: "The children of God are a tried peopletried when they are tried, and tried when they are not tried."
None but the family circle understand this mystery.
"Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upwards "-a sad inheritance bequeathed to the children of men in the Adam-fall j and this
fact involves all the trouble that flesh is heir to. "In the day thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die "-01' dying thou shalt die-was the
judgment pronoun~ed upon Adam, which introduced all his race into
a world of sorrow, sin, and death. That some have a smoother path
than others cannot be denied, and that others seem a sort of
reservoir for divers kinds of troubles is a matter of fact. AnJ. herein
the sovereign will of God is displayed with regard to His creatures.
Nor has any mortal a right to question His authority "to do as He
will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth,
or say unto Him, What doest Thou ~ "
But, however men may carp at or deny God's sovereignty in grace,
they. are often compelled to admit it in providential dealings. Men
may proudly assert that they are the architects of their own fortunes,
but the materials wherewith they build are of God's creation and
gift, whether they acknowledg0 it or not, and with all their wisdom
and prudence, a blighting circumstance at God's command can soon
reduce their fabric to dust and ashes.
But amid the mass of mankind hid under the ruins of the fall,
God has a family chosen in Christ, beloved of the Lord, heirs of
the kingdom, whose names are all enrolled in the Lamb's Book of
Life (liev. xxi. 27), and therefore according to covenant promise
(Ezekiel ~uxvi. 26) and according to divine dp.clarations (John vi.
37), they mllst each aud all "be born again," receive the true knowledge of God, anJ. find the blessedness of a finished salvation in Christ.
Jesus, by the sovereign teaching of the Holy Ghost. But with this
gracious gift issuing ti'om eternal love, the trials that are peculiar to
the family circle date their commencement. New foes and new fears
arise, whereby each living child finds out feelingly "In the world ye
shall have tribulation." Some arc fayoured at the outset with more
joys and less trials than others (Deut. xxiv. 5), and others, with little
faith but a sanguine temperament, make more show than those of a
desponding turn of mind j as old writers have said, small craft with a
light breeze make brisk headway, and leave the heavy-laden ships
far in the distance. Many gracious souls have been so blessedly supported under grievous trials that they have been heard to s::ty, "Sweet
affliction," and onc on a dying beel, after a long life of trial, exclaimed,
"I cannot say 'through much tribulation,' I can only say through
little tribulation I enter the kingdom, for the Lord has been my
refuge in every time of trouble, and dealt bountifully with me."
Tribulation is the roya.l road to heaven, the King's highway, the
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path appointed for the living family of God.
Some of the saints'
trials are like Paul's disastrous voyage-they fall into a place where
two seas meet-all their prospects "are broken by the violence of the
waves." So it was with David (Psalm xlii. 7). So it was with Jonah,
(ii. 3), but they outlived the storm. They escaped safe to a better
laud, and while here below they could testify to the faithfulness of
the promise, "vVhen thou passeth through the waters I will bo with
'thee," and such honour have all the saints. If believers were exempt
from trials they would miss many opportunities of communion with
'God, they would lose the intervention of Omnipotence on their behalf,
'and they would be deprived of occasions fur praise and thanksgiving
when favoured with deliverance.
But it is not the amount of affliction that gives the weight to the
cross; it is the want of faitlt under it, that makes even a light
,cross insupportable. Mr. Newton was wont to say it required as
much divine help to take graciously the breakage of a valued china
dish as the loss of an only son. ~malI trials leGol11e often ponderous,
.from this fact, they are taken in hand and managed without God;
but, when faith in exercise can commit the case to His hands, and
is left in His care, this sweet result follows, "In quiet;ness and in
confidence shall be your strength."
But there is another side to glance at, as Mr. Tiptaft intimates,
:in his pithy sentence, "They are tried when they are tried." When
flesh, sense, and reason stop the way, when the Comforter withdraws,
when all around is gloom, a.nd all within is confusion; when the
trial makes the believer say, Hath God forgotten to be gracious'l
Bath He in anger shut up his loving-kindness? Why has all this'
befallen me? Is His mercy clean gone for ever? AmI when such
thoughts are followed up and break out in discontent, insubmission and
rebellion to the will of God, then the bitterest drop in a bitter
cup is tasted. But this has its use: it levels the buliever to the
dust; it deprives him at a stroke of all self-trust and self-boasting.
Faith, hope, love, seem clean swept out, and supposed strength and
imagined ability, are come to an end at this juncture. God must
command deliverance for Jacob, and now, as of old, Jesus must
C()1l1e "walking on the sea whp,n the ship is tossed with the waves
an,l tho wind is contrary." He must say, "It is I, be not afraid,"
awl then follows the blessed result, "There was a great calm."
Amongst the many trials that belong to the family of 'od, probably
the most Ilniv rsal and numerous arise from Fears. Thi wa the first
token of Adam' fallen state. "I heard Thy voi ,and was afraid."
'When Moses saw th burning bush, "b hid hi face, and was
afraid to look upon od." Tb proph t f Id d 10.1' cl, "Oh Lord, I
have heard Thy voice, and wa afmid." Wh n tb angel Gabriel was
sent to instruct Daniel, h t,1I u,"
am n a1' where I stood,
and when He came near I Wll n.ft, i 1." WII n the host of heaven
declared to the shepherJs th
lod us tiding of Christ incarnate,
"they were sore afraid." In all th di c vcries of God, whether as
recorded in Scripture or received into th heart, there is more or less
of awe, solemnity, and godly fear connected therewith, which differs
widely from a light, vague, sensational religion, based upon universal
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mercy, creature faith, sudden joy, and self-satisfied assurance. When
God begins with a soul, there is something weighty, momentous, '
important in felt sinnership, and the need of salvation. An inquiry
is raised, Where am 11 What am 11 Whither am I going 1 The
sinner is put under arrest, and the fear. is uppermost that to
hell he must go. He feels he deserves it, and is alarmed for the ::onsequences, and the old cry is raised, "\Vhat shall I do to be saved 1"
Whither can I flee from the wrath to come 1 God's beginnings may
vary as to circumstances. but in feelings this is the ordinary experience of the living family.
An appropriate term was employed in the religious movement of the
last century that eXfJressed the truth, whether used by saint or sinner,
concerning the children of God-they were described as Serious People.
Those who were moved by the Spirit of God were made afraid of
themselves, of Satan, of the world, and of God; therefore they had
reason to be serious, whether under the fear of wrath or under the
sanctifying comforts of the Holy Ghost. They had to walk in a
new line; the terrors of the Almighty made them afraid to live as
they once did; they must come out of the sins, vanities, and
frivolities of a world lying in the wicked one. They must seek
new pursuits, new friendships; they must separate from long-indulged
habits and old associations; and all this must draw down opposition
from the Adam nature within and persecution trom the world without. Hence they are made serious of a truth, for they are under divine
teaching, whereby they are made to live "soberly, righteously and godly
in this present world."
.
We have a wonderful variety of cases presented to the saints
through the gracious and friendly "Fear nots" scattered up and down
from Genesis to Revelation.
When God spake this word to Abraham
wo are not told the cause of his fear; God knew it, and that was
enough. Many fears fill the heart of believers that are never revealed
to human ears; these are secrets between God and the soul that
endear the mercy-seat, where they are told out and left with God,
when faith is in exercise. When Jacob had to face his angry
brother we read, "Jacob was greatly afraid;" but he told his case to
the Lord: "Delivel' me from the hand of Esau, for I fear him;" and
how precious was the promise pleaded in this extremity: "Thou
sairlst, I will surely do thee good."
In the prospect of J acob's removal to Egypt his fears upon this
matter are made Imown to us in these words: "God spake unto Israel
in the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here
am 1. And He said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go
down into Egypt." How satisfactory and consoling must these words
have been to the agell patriarch, under the perplexing anxieties of
leaving the lanLl prumised to his fathers, and going as a stranger into
a, stmngp. counLl'y to sojourn and die.
The Lord under the term Jacob addresses the whole family of God:
"Thus saith the Lord that created thee, 0 J acub, allll lIe that formed
thee, 0 Israel (as the potter does the earthen vessel. See H.om.
ix. 21), fear not: for 1 have redeemed thee." These are the people who
are the subjects of fear, and they live to find out their inability to rid
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themselves of this fertile source of trouble. Who has not felt the
misery of fear, its engrossing nature, and its weakening effects upon body
and souI1-Poverty, disease, bereavement, death, and judgment presented
before the mind by the enemy with such oppressive weight and tormenting reality, that nothing but the strong arm of Him who is "mighty
to save" could remove. Only God can speak a "fear not" to the soul,
and cause the enemy to retreat. That fears are the suggestions of the
father of lies may be gathered from the fact they seldom come to pass
as presented to the mind, and are the opposite in every degrcc to confidence, trust, and reliance upon Goel. A gracious man complained to
a friend, his sleep was gone from him. The cause of his wakefulness
was kindly enquired. The answer was, "You know I have a family
of twelve children to provide for, and my mind gets tormented at
night to t.hink what will become of them when I am gone." But tho
anxiety of the dear man was needless, after all, for he lived to bury
ten of his children, and shortly after his death there was but one left
of his large family. oJi. When the heart is bowed down under a solemn
sense of unpardoned sin, the sorrowful belicver thinks if God were
to speak peace and give liberty, all other trials would be light, and
fears about earthly things would find no resting place in the heart; t
but, while a peaceful sense of interest in salvation may remain established
and unbroken, there are yet divcrs fears from many sources which
often carry the believer whither hc would not, and "keep him low in
a low place," after pardon and peace have been spoken distinctly to
the soul.
These exercises have a voice, and the suggestions of the enemy
through fears teach the children of God their insufficiency t cope
with any trial, however insignificant. One fear is too :nighty for
the oldest and most favoured saint, unless divine and sovereign power
be put forth, and the command issued, "Hitherto shalt thou come,
and no further." t Then the words of David become the experience of
the soul, "He delivered me from all my fears;" and the enemy must
depart for a season. Thus God turns to good account this family
weakness, and the constant recurrence of fear keeps the believer on
the watch tower, calling daily upon God, and finding out the value
and use of God's gracious "Fear nots."
But there are many of the Lord's people who have I arnt by
experience the meaning of Mr. Tiptaft's words, "They are tri 1 wh n
they are not tri el." If outward crosses are removed, and thin
a
little smooth with the child of God, fears arise that matt 1'8 are
wrong within. Th y fear that their spot is not th sp t f oel's
children. "Let him aIon "is the fatal sent n
t,h y ell' ad; and in
'" "Think of four worn n to b 1 tb d, JJ Sltid on p nUn of herself and thrcc
daughters. Very shortly aft rwltrda th young at ('-Dd ill at promising of all was
suddenly taken ill and died!
.
t Ah, but such would ,oon find out th mistfll. Th Lord Himself is the b at
judge in an such matters. It mlty I a8 film. t giv the craved" assuranc ,"
nevertheless, He knows how to keep th Ilssur cl n humblc and dependent by
some one 01' other of the many mcans 11 hila a't ommancl.
t Most certainly such is the casc. Ilcn c, s m of the most induJged und highly
favoured of the Lord's servants hllye astonished others by the weakncss of 0\ lr
faith, in certain seemingly-trifling things.
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the absence of other trials "within are fears" that prove torments.
They are tried because they are not tried. The comforts, promises,
gracious intercourse with God under keen and smarting rods are
contrasted with the dull, cold, and deathly condition of a smooth and
unexercised path. But the trouble of those who fear they are not
sufficiently tried, arises from godly anxiety to be right j their desire
is to walk in Zion's pathway, to be companions of those "who follow
the Lamb whithersoever He goeth." It proves, also, they have got a.
vital religion j that is, not satisfied without tokens of divine favour and
proofs of Fatherly love at any price. They cry with David, "Be not
silent to me, lest if Thou be silent to me I become like them that go down
to the pit j " or with the spouse who thus petitioned: "The companions
hearken to Thy voice, cause me tohear it." In their right mind they do
not covet the condition of the base-born child, to be left to themselves,
for if heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, they know that "whom
the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He
receiveth."
Hence they are full of fears, when the path is smooth
and easy, that they are on the wrong road. The outward troubles
that surrounded them in theil' early days and youthful love are ex:
changed now for inward conflicts and secret exercises of soul. Thus
they are emptied from vessel to vessel, and "tried when they are not
tried."
Experience bears its testimony to numerous fears connected with
spiritual life, that prove "fear hath torment." Grace in its beginning
is often questioned by the people of God. Whether conviction was of
the right kind and sufficiently deep, whether the new birth was a fact,
whether the deliverance of the soul from bondage was real, whether
the promises spoken came by the Spirit, whether truths that fed and
comforted the heart were revealed by God; whether the joys that once
filled the breast were from heaven or of men j all this and much more
belong to the many fears that beset the soul, and need a divinely-spoken
"Fear not" to relieve the mind of this heavy burden.
But, say some, can fear.> comport with establishment, with liberty,
with confidence in God? No doubt they can. The fears of the saints
recorded in the Book of Goel upon all matters, great and small, earthly
and heavenly, are too numerous to mention, bllt have met the various
cases of the children of Goel iu every age j fears are the assaults of
Satan, the arrows and firebmlllls wherewith he attacks the saints. He
has pious and impious artillery j nothing comes amiss to him, as a
means to worry the sheep hc cannot devour. But their life is hid with
Christ in God, their names are written in heaven, they were chosen
unto salvation before time began, they were eternally redeemed, their
calling proved their childship, and the sealing of the Spirit is the
evidence of their heirship j nor can the trial of their faith through
doubts, misgivings, and fears, shake the foundation which God has
laid in Ziun for the poor and needy, for the tried and the tempted,
the helpless and the destitute, who call upon the Lord in their distress,
and feel their constant need of a useful Christ. To all such the Lord
thus speaks: "Fear thou not j for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for
I am thy God: I will strengthen thee j yea, I will help thee with the
'right hand of My righteousness; for I the Lord thy God will hold thy
right hand, saying Ullto thee, Fear not."
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THE LORD'S MESSAGE TO THE RIGHTEOUS.
THERE is nothing, perhaps, on which the Scriptures speak with so
clear and decided language as when they discourse upon the welfare
of the Lord's children. Thus our Saviour's words are recorded in the
Gospel of John, "I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never
perish; " while the Old Testament is full of the faithful promises of
Jehovah to His believing people.
There is one of these precious promises, well deserving our meditation, in Isaiah iii. 10: "Say ye to the righteous, it shall be well with
him." These words are a remarkable illustration of the government of
God. He is not indifferent, as some would say, respecting good
and evil; but, as a wise and righteous King, He has so framed
His laws that righteousness shall be rewarded and wickedness
be punished. Every true Christian knows Him to be "the righteous
Lord that loveth righteousness, and IV hose countenance doth behold
the upright;" and every man, though he may disbelieve it now, will
have to confess that "God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all."
He is the righteous One who cannot do wrong, and so the assembled
universe shall be compelled to say, "J ust and true are all Thy ways,
Thou King of saints."
"And will this glorious Lord descend
To be my Father and my Friend 1
Then let my songs with angels join;
Heaven is secure if God be mine."

In meditating upon the words we have already quoted-" Say ye to
the righteous, it shall be well with him "-our first consideration is,
who is the righteous man 1 At the very outset, then, I would say
that this description caunot be claimed by any natural son of Adam,
for the Scriptures declare that "all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God," and so "there is none righteous, no, not one."
The Apostle James tells us that "he that offendeth in one point is
guilty of all;" and of even the just man it is said, "There is not a
just man that liveth who sinnetb not." Sin is indigenous to the very
nature of man, just as weeds to a garden. Do what you will you can
never eradicate evil. You might as well try to stop the tide, or hind l'
the rays ot light of the sun from illuminating the earth. We se sin
in the little babe showing its impatience and passion, in th child
growing up to youth, as well as in the fully matured man, and ven
in old age. Yes, sin is selfishness which will not yield the homage of
the heart to God, or do unto others as we would that th l'S should
do to us-"Corruption flows through all our v ins,
OUl' pristine beautY'B gon ;
1'hu gdd is ft d, the droBs r mo.ins,
Oh, Bin, what hnst th U don 1 "

Who, then, is the righteolls man pIn
who has been made righteous, and tbi
-accomplished by Him who made us, H
"except a man he born again, ho cannot
and Paul affirms that "If any wan be

f in our text 1 He is on
reat work could only b
nee our Lord asserts that
sce the kingdom of God j"
in Christ, he is a n IV
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creature." And this nature is of such a kind that John says, "He
that is born of God sinneth not." This new nature cannot sin,
though, alas! the old nature, like the Canaanite in the land, will
never cease sinning until the body be dissolved, and "the spirit return
to the God who gave it." Man thus becomes righteous, "not by
works of righteousness which he has done," but according to the
mercy of God, in and through our Lord Jesus Christ, "by the washing
of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy . Ghost;" and all this
the result of "being justified freely by His grace through the redemp.
tion which is in Christ Jesus." The work and death of Christ are
the alone cause of a Christian's righteousness; and, believing in Jesus, heis justified from all things, from which he could not be justifiecl by
the law of Moses. Thus we see that from first to last the righteousness of a believer is of grace"Grace first contrived the way
To save rebellious man ;
And all the steps that grace display,
Which drew the wondrous plan."
We may state and consider some of the characteristics of the righteous
man. He is a man of faith. We are distinctly told that "without
faith it is impossibl" to please God," for "he that cometh to Him must
believe that He is, and that He is the Rewarder of them that diligently
seek Him." "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him
for righteousness;" and our Lord solemnly stated that "whosoeveJ>
believeth shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be condemned."
Of such importance is faith, that by it we lay hold and receive the
very nature of God Himself. Through it we instrumentally becoml~
allied to Him, one with Him, and so partake of His divine nature_
We no longer suspect the Almighty, or refuse Him the homage of
0111' hearts and souls.
This is essentially so with respect to the atonement. 'Vc must have faith in the Lord Jesus before we can be amon~
the right~ous in God's sight; and that faith is by the Holy Ghost i~
the quickened sinner's heart. Then Christ's righteousness is imputed t~)
us, and God accepts us as "justified from all things;" and, if Hr.
justify, who can condemn 7 The believer is thus perfect in Christ,
"not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thIng."
The righteous man ahio trusts God iu His dispensations of providence.
If led by grace to watch, we shall see so many instances of
God',) kindness and grace that wc should be encouraged to "cast ou r'
care upon Him, because He careth for us;" and then we should enter
into the blessedness of the injunction of the Apostle, "Be careful for
nothing, but in everything, oy prayer and supplication with thanksgivin;;, let your requests be made known unto God."
"Trust in thy Father's hand
All thy concerns below;
His purpose shall unshaken stand,
Though storms and tempests blow."
The righteous man is also a man of lioFP-. It is quite true that
most men !lava ~omc kind of hope, :lIld thll~ the poet writes,
"Hope springs cterJJal ill the hum::m breast."
Men cannot
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exist without hope; for t,o be without hope is to be in despair.
Yet, alas! what a number of false hopes there are in the
world! They are but the effect of the dram-drinking of the soul, in
contradistinction to that blessed hope which the believer in Jesus possesses, and which leads him to be "looking for the glorious appearing
of the great God, even our Saviour Jesus Christ." The hope of the
righteous is that which" maketh not ashamed, because the love of God
is shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost given unto him."
How full of hope was the Psalmi.st when he said, "I will hope continually." It is not a false hope, because it centres in Him "who
cannot lie," and all of whose promises are "yea and amen in Christ
Jesus." It is a hope better than all the wealth of the Indies.
"Let others stretch their arms like seas,
And grasp in all the shoro;
Grant me the visits of Thy grace,
And I will ask no more."

The righteous man is also a man of love. There is nothing which
shows so much power even in this wicked world as human love.
Thus it is said, "Love makes the world go round." Man's affections
are the best part of his depraved nature. 'iVithout love, the world
would become a cage of demons, hateful and hating ono another; so
beneficial even is man's imperfect love to this depraved world. Yet
a man may have any amount of this natural love, and remain a
stranger to divine love, and therefore not to be classed among the
i'ighteous. The love which a righteous man possesses has been "shed
abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost given unto him." It does
not spring up naturally; it is an exotic, brought from the heavenly
garden, and planted in the heart by God, Himself; and so necessary is it, that Paul tells us that without love he would be as
"sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal." To possess this love is to
have the very nature of God within us, for God is love.
"Oh, 'tis an everlasting rock
For all the dear Redeemer's flock."

Our subject requires us to notice the result of this righteousness.
" Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him." Yes, in tb
timo of adversity it shall be well. The wise man prayed for God t
"give him neither poverty nor riches, but to feed him with food
nvenient for him." There is nothing that men in general £ 0.1' mol'
than adversi.ty; yet the school of adversity has produc d 8 m marvellous scholars. It depends upon the state of the hart wh ther it
shall become a curs or a blessing. The true
hristian receives
adversity as from the hand of his Saviour, a bl ssiot'l' in disguise, and
am God."
he hears the Master say, "Be still, and know that
Adversity, like a storm, d1'iv s the Christian tro.v Uer for refuge to the
Rock of Ages. The streams f supply b iu dried up, the fountain
must be reached. Earthly h p s shipwl' I ,h avenly comforts mllst
be obtained. Thus adversity, lil a 8 v l' S0,!e, blows the beliov l'
into the haven of peace and pi nty" N oaror to Thee,
E'en though it be a cross that leadeth me."
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How many of us have been brought near the Saviour by circumstances
which we thought at the time to be most undesirable; yet afterwards
we disco,-ered them to be the most blessed times in our life. And
why? Because God, in His infinite mercy, sanctified them, and thus
turned them into blessings. What a remarkable instance we have in
the history of J oseph. Everything seemed to go against him, while all
things were working together for his good.
In times of sickness "it shall be well with the righteous." Sickness
and pain are dreaded by all who have experienced them; without
health life is considered a poor thing. Where can the men of the
world find comfort in sickness? They too often bear it like the brute
creation, if not in cries and murmurs, yet in silent rebellion. There
is no recognition of the hand which smites in order to improve and
heal. Discipline is the last of their thoughts. To tell such that it is
well with them in such times would sound in their ears as if we were
mocking and rejoicing in their afflictions; but to the righteous these
are words of cheer and comfort, because they recognise the hand of
a loving Saviour, and are favoured with His sympathy and support.
Thus the PsalmiEt sings, "In all their affiictions He was afflicted,
and the angel of His presence saved them." It must be well with
those who enjoy the love of such a Friend, who can turn tears into
smiles, pain into ease, and sorrows into joy. Who is there but the
believer who can say, "He healeth all my diseases"?
In timei:\ of bereavemont, also, it shall be well with the righteous.
This world is full of graves and cemeteries. Death disturbs all our
relationships; affections are blighted, just as they appear to be most
flourishing and strong; hearts are broken by the rude shocks of sickness
and death. Rachels are everywhere to be heard weeping, and
refusing to be comforted. Even David has sent his weeping and
wailing down to the present age in those sad and thrilling words, "0
my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died
for thee, 0 Absalom, my son, my son!" Besides these exceptional
cases there remain a multitude that no man can number who in
the onlin::try course of life are bereaved of those whom t3.ey love,
and very often of those upon whom they depend. At these times
how hard it is to receive comfort or support. When the heart is
bruised and broken, no one but He who made it can heal and bind
it up, for is it not written, "He he::tleth the broken in heart, and
bindeth up their wounds"? "For as one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort thee, s::tith the Lord." Thus shall it be
well with the righteous, even in times of bereavement, because they
shall have with them the God of all consolation, who can wipe away
their tears and cause them to rejoice even in tribulation. Paul
admonishes us not to sorrow as those without hope, for when Christ
shall appear, He shall bring with Him those who have fallen asleep
in Jesus.
In times of famine, also, it shall be well with the righteous. The
Scriptures are full of examples of God's Providence in this respect,
and He has promised that "in times of famine they shall be satisfied."
We know how wondrously He provided for J acob and his family and
flocks when there was a famine in the land; and how Elijah was fed
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by ravens, who brought him bread and flesh morning and evening;
and that marvellous story of the widow and her cruse of oil, which
failed not until God sent rain upon the earth. Who would not be a
child of God, to be fed by the divine hand when others know no>t
where to look for their support 1
"Who needs distrust that mighty hand
Which rules with universal sway 1
Which nature's laws can countermand,
Or feed us by a bird of prey 1"
It shall be well with the righteous all the time of their pilgrimage.
What a great thing to be able to say! This present life, so deceptive,
uncertain, so dangerous; yet to feel safe because a Father's hand wilt
provide, a Father's arm protect, and a Father's wisdom direct us
through this enemy's land. Christianity is not, as some would say, for
the future life only, but "has the promise of the life that now is."
We may go further, and declare that it is only the true believer who
really enjoys the present life; and that because on him rests "the
blessing of God, which maketh rich, and adds no sorrow thereto."
Yes, he can sing with the prophet, "Although the fig-tree shall not
blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive
shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off'
from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stall; yet will I
rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation." "The
Lord God is my strength, and He will make my feet like hinds' feot,
and He will make me to walk upon mine high places. Happy arC)
the people who are in such a case; yea, happy are the people whose
God is the Lord."
In the hour of death it shall also be well with the righteous.
"All is well that ends well;" thus righteousness cannot end badly.
The righteous are as "a shining light, shining more and more unto
the perfect day." They are the salt of the earth, which preserves it
from corruption. A godly minister is reported to have said, " Don't
tell me how a man died, but tell me how he lived." It must be weil
with the righteous. Dark shadows may cause a momentary eclipse ill
IJis spiritual experiences, but they can no more hurt him than tIll'
thick clouds can injure the glorious sun; besides which, there is a
direct promise to the believer that "at evening time there shall be
light." Yea, "light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the
upright in heart." Well may David, sing" Though I walk through thevalley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for Thou art witll
me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me."
Many of the Lor 1's children are cast down by the fear of death.
"What," say they, "shall we 10 in the swelling of Jordan f' 'VeIl, my
dear friends, you must n t xp et dying grae till you require it. The
promise is, "As thy days so shall thy tr ngth be;" and arc no",
all God's promises "yea and am n in hri t Jesus" 1 Think of God's
dealings with you in past years, and w ill you not say"His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in troYble to sink;
Each sweet Eben<l7.er I h,we in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through" ?

)
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It shall be well with the righteous in the day of judgment. This
is the day of all days-a day when everything shall be set right.
Dreadful indeed to the unrighteous; joyous beyond all description to
the righteous-a day when God will assert and vindicate His
righteouR principles, and every mouth shall be stopped, and He alone
shall be worshipped and adored. In this world wickedness, with
hardened and brazen face, beards the godly, laughs at Omnipotence;
but then it will cry to the mountains and rocks, saying, "Fall upon
us, and hide us from the face of Him who sitteth on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb; for we are told that "then shall Le
gathered unto Him all natiolls, and He will separate them as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. Then shall we discern
between him that serveth God, and him that serveth Him not." To
the sheep (the righteous) He will say, "Come, ye blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world;" but to the goats (the unrighteous) He shall say, "Depart,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and. his angels."
Then. shall the righteous "shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their Father." Happy they who have a Friend in the· Person of the
Judge! They have kissed the Son, while He was in the way, before
His wrath was kindled, yea but a little, and now they know the
blessedness of putting their trust in Him.
"Bold shall I stand in that great day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay
While, through Thy blood, absolved I am
From sin's tremendous curse and shame?"

Throughout eternity it shall be well with the righteous. This life
is but a passing cloud, a short day, a tale that is told, a night whiuh
precedes the everlasting day. Foolish man, to live as if it would last
for ever-as if there were no here",fter! The Psalmist says, "M,m
being in honour, and understanding not, is like the beasts that
perish." But not so with the righteous; they shall eat the fruit of
their tioings; so we read that, while "the wages of sin is death, the
gift of God is etemal life," into whiuh the righteous, after the day of
judgment, go in all its largeness alid hlessedness. The most beautiful
language and ideas are given us in the Scriptures as illustrations of
this heavenly state; but "'s Paul, when caught up into P",radise,
was unable to describe what he s",w and heard, so all human
language fails to tell that which "no eye hath seen, nor ear heard,
neither hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive of those
things which God hath prepared for them that love Him." The
believer, indeed, has h",d a foretaste, "God having revealed these
things unto him by the Spirit j " but, as Paul well describes it, " Now we
see through a glass darkly, but then face to face j now I know in
part, but then shall I know even as also I am known."
" There we shall bow before the throne
Of Christ, the Prince of Peace,
There parting scenes shall be unknown,
And worship never cease."

May this be our happy lot, for Christ's sake

E. W.

I
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"I GO TO SCHOOL, SIR."
I HAD just officiated at a wedding, 'and was in the act of leaving 'the
church, when I saw -an aged woman standing at a ,doorway hard by.
:1 did not recognize her as a parishioner, but, halting, .asked her -where
she lived, and what was her age ~
"I live at such a place," was her reply, "and I .am sixty-nine;"
and, as if surprised at my not knowing her, she said, "Why, I go to
school, sir." She meant to say that she was one who ·,attended the
mothers' -meetings on Monday afternoons; hence she wondered th:tt I
did not know her.
However, her remark about going to school set me musing; for I
,thought directly, "Ah! and so do I, too; and I see no likelihood of my
leaving school either, for the longer I remain in school the less progress
I seem to make, and the more I discover I have to learn."
Then I thought of the wonderful patience and painstaking of the
Master! It seemed marvellous that He had not turned me out of the
school long, long ago, either as stupid or self-willed, thankless or
rebellious. I felt that, as far as I was concerned, He had met with
so much provocation on my part that I had no claim whatever upon
Him apart from that mercy, tenderness, and forbearance which characterized so gracious and long-suffering a Master! Yea, I felt that, of
all creatures, I might well say, "It is of the Lord's mercies we are not
consumed, because His compassions fail not."
Moreover, as far as the old woman was concerned, I thought it spoke
well both for her and the mothers' meetings. It was an admission,
and a remarkable one, too, that one of her mature years was still
attending school! It was a virtual acknowledgment of her sense of
ignorance and need of teaching. And sure I am that this most distinctly applies to every learner in the school of Christ. The longer
they remain in the school, the less they seem to know, and the more
they feel they have to learn.
Reader, if you will bear with me, I will repeat you one of the hymns
sung in the free-grace school. Perhaps it may help you to see whether
you personally know aught of the teaching in the said school. The
hymn is called "The Beggar," by the late William Gadsby : " A 'lil~lping beggar, clothed in rags,
DIsgraceful and forlorn;
In self a mass of hateful dregs,
In Satan's image born;

"He takes the rebel to His heart,
And, with a touch divine,
Heals him of all his wretchedness,
And makes his face to shine.

"To 'Jesus comes, with all his woes,

"Himself He binds by oath of blood
To take the wretch to bliss;
Then gives his soul a glimpse of God
And kills him with a kiss.

And loud for mercy cries;
And mercy like a river flows
From Jesus' heart and eyes.

"Salvation unto God belongs;
Amen! we'll bless His name;
And, when we have immortal tongues,
We'll still repeat the same."

D.

The Gospel M agazille.

355

DIVINE LEAnINGS.
(Continued from page 312.)

I HAVE now told you a little of my early childhood, and some of the
teaching I then received, and some of the impressions which by it was
conveyed to my mind, and some of the effects it produced; and, also,
the wa.y the Lord was pleased to lead me at His appointed time to
the appointed place where He began the work of grace in my soul by
His appointed instrumentality, and some of the effects there and then
produced, and the cry for mercy which my heart offered up from a
felt necessity, which was my first prayer spiritually. I had often, as
I have told you, repeated prayers before, but I had never prayed in
a spiritual sense; but this prayer, "God be merciful to me a sinner,"
was the utterance of the heart, though no word was spoken; it was
-the felt desire of the broken heart, and I believe indited by the Holy
Ghost; and I believe there never was a prayer indited by Him in
any poor soul left unanswered in God's own time and way. The
answer comes, yea, and comes at the right time, however long the poor
soul has to wait for it; and with thc :1postle I can say by my own
experience, "Being confident of this very thing, that He who hath begun
the good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ."
For it was above twenty-two years before that prayer was fully
answered to the satisfaction of my poor soul, and I realised by a
precious faith that the Lord had mercy upon me, a poor sinner, for
Jesus' sake. And I often wonder how the Lord bore with me all those
years, how it was He had not cut me off and sent me to my deserved
hell, for there never was one of the Israelites in the wilderness of old
who provoked Him more than I did all those years; yet, to the praiEe
and glory of His deal' and precious name, He did bear with me in
long-suffering mercy all through my wandering from Him, and brought
me, a poor blind worm, by a way I knew not, no, nor never should
-have sought. And I have proved the truth of the poet's words" But see how heaven's indulgent care
Attends their wanderings here and
there;
till hard at heel whel'e'er they stray,
With pricking thorns to hedge theiL' way.

" Glory to God, they ne'er shall rove
Beyond the limits of His love;
Fenced with Jehovah's shalls and
wills,
Firm as the everlasting hills.

"When wisdom callsthey stop their ear,
And headlong urge the mad career;
Judgments nor mercies ne'er can SW~lY
'fheil' roving feet to wisdom's way.

"The appointed time rolls on apace,
Not to propose but call by grace;
To change the heart, renew the will,
And turn te,e feet to Zion's hill."

Forty years and six months have passed away since that Sabbath
mom in Zion Chapel, Trowbridge, but the work of grace then begun
in my pOol' soul has continued its operations, and I believe will continue
until the appointed time when the Lord shall call me home, when
grace will be exchanged for glory; and then it seems to me now that I
shall sing the loudest of all 'the blood-bought throng to the praise of
free, unmeritecl, sovereign grace to the 'chief of sinners, manifested
in time by the teaching and operation of God the Holy Ghost,
who has indeed IClI me by the right way to a city of habitation, and
A A 2

356

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

enabled me to meet the King with the fruits of the Spirit. But I
am yet on earth, and, in giving an account of the Lord's dealings with
me, I feel, however painful it may be, I must give some account of
those years after my call by grace until I was brought by the same
grace to"Read my title clear
To mansions in the skies."

I can say with the Apostle Paul (Rom. vii. !)), "I was alive without
the law once, but when the commandment came, sin revived, and.
I died," &c., for previous to that Sabbath morn I was alive in
the knowledge of the law and the commandments in the lettm',
and was very careful at times in the observance of them outwardly, and thought that I was doing well; and, though I was
conscious at times that I had not done all there was to be done or
required of me, yet I had a salve to my conscience in the line of
teaching which I had received that we were to do our best, and God
would be merciful and forgive us the rest, for He did not expect more
from us than we were able to perform, &c. Oh, how many thousands
are now beguiled by this fatal mistake, yea, and will continue in it
until they open their eyes in hell, unless grace prevents. But in my
case, on that Sabbath morn the commandment came and thundered
in my soul the absolute thou shalt not, and therefore as I had read the
commandments before in the letter and thought I could observe and do
them, now the commandment read me in the spirit of them, and" the'
Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God" pierced me through and
through; and, as I have said before, I was brought feelingly before the
bar of a righteous God, and felt that in His sight I was a vile sinner
in thought, word, and deed, and that His righteous law and absolut3
command condemned me as a sinner, and therefore I died to all power
which I thought I possessed to keep the law and commandments of
God, for I saw that they required to be obeyed in the heart as well as
in the life, in the spirit as well as in the letter; and I felt that try
reason of sin which dwelleth in me, I was utterly unable to do so, and.
consequently was brought under the curse which I should never be able
to deliver myself from. Oh, how different is our reading the law in the
letter and the law reading us in the spirit, as I have proved from that
time there was a great change in me, although it was not known to
anyone but God and myself; and I did not understand what it was
sufficiently to be able to tell anyone about it if I had wished to do so,
which I did Dot, and for once in my life I had a secret which I could
not <.Iivulge to any mortal. Yet I was continually afraid that it would
be found out that I was proved to be the chief of sinners. I tried t<>
appear cheerful before my young relatives at the fair, but it was only
apparent on the surface, for I felt the gnawing worm, a guilty cons;;ience,.
in the sight of God, and I was very glad when my mother proposed
going home sooner than we had intended to do; but I soon found out
the cause, for to my great surprise we had not got far on the road
before she began to groan and cry out what a great sinner she was,
and lJcmoaning her lost and ruined condition, and crying for mercy if
it was possible for the Lord to have mercy upon such a great
sinner as she felt herself to be, &c.
She took no notice of me,
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for she thought I was too young to understand the meaning of what
she was saying, but I did know and undorstand it all by the exercises
of my own soul j yet I did not soem to take any notice, for I wanted
to hear what was said by her, and I found to my great surprise that
she was exercised in a similar way as myself, and somehow I seemed
to have a sweet consolation that I had a companion in my own dear
mother j yet, when I considered that there seemed to be no way of
escape for me from being banished for ever from the presence of God,
and sent to my deserved hell, I shuddered at the thought of my poor
mother being my companion there also j but I could not believe that
she would ever be there. Oh no, she was not so bad as I was, the
Lord would have mercy upon her and she would go to heaven j and
with this thought came the hope that the Lord would have mercy
upon me also perhaps, although I could not see how he could in strict
justice j yet I could not help thinking, Who can tell if the Lord may
yet be gracious even to me 1 These were some of my thoughts and
exercises, as we walked the ten miles from Trowbridge to Buckland.
I could not have put them into words then, but they are as fre:::h
now as I write (or seem to be), as if they had occurred yesterday,
;instead of more than forty years ago.
After we got home I began to think what I must do to try if possible
to make my peace with God, as I had so often heard others talk about
. oing. I could not let the matter rest. I must try to do something,
if I failed after all. So I began to read the Bible more and with greater
diligence, and to pray over it and ask the Lord to teach me to understand it better. I must abo pay more attention to my lessons and attend
better to the services of the Church, and repeat the responses to the
~rayers with more devotion. And all this I did with great zeal for
some time, and seemed after a while a little easier in my mind, and so
I persevered in this way and thought I was pleasing God, and that
;titer all He would have mercy upon me when He saw that I was
doing my best to try to please Him j and all this I was doing in secret. I
tiare not tell anyone about it. He was pleased, I believe, to hear and
answer my cries, but it was in such a way as I never should have
.sought or thought of j and I have since found in many instances that
that is His gracious way of working. In the autumn of 1841, my dear
mother came home one evening from Frome, and she said to me, "Aquila,
I have found to.night at Frome a ministor who preaches the same
things as JOHN W ARBUJtTO~. I never knew or thought that I should
l1ave found it there j bu t I was passing through Nash's Street, and I
was thinking, 'I wish I was noarer Trowbridge, so that I could go
and hear him oftener, for I could find nothing here anything like what
Ill) preaches j ' and as I was thinking thus, I came to the chapel in
Nash's Street, and they were singing. I said, 'Well, I have never been
in here, I will go in for once,' and I did go in and found the same
blessed tl'llths preached which I was so longing to hear, and feared I
should never find it in this neighbourhood, for I have tried almost all
the places around, and could find nothing suitable to my case. 1 am
glad I 11ave found this place short of three miles distant, and, God
helping me, I will go as often as I can." I was glad to hear of it, too,
for I also wanted to hear some preaching like JOHN W ARBURTON'S, and
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so I said, "Shall I go with you sometimes, mother 1" She said, "Yes,.
when,the present bird-keepir:.g season is over, you shall go some Sunday."
My thoughts were now directed in another channel. I looked forward
with such a· longing to the time when I should go to Frame to hear
this preacher who was like JOHN WARBURTON, for I very much wanted
to know if there was any hope of mercy for such a sinner as I felt
myself to, be. So my mother continued to go to Frame on Sundays
and week evenings, but she did not say much about it. After the first
communication in my account of my mother's experionce before referred
to, I gave an account of going to meet her one week evening, when
she was later than usual; and, about a mile from Buckland there is a
valley which is called Murtury, and there is a steep descent in the road
down to it and a steep ascent on the other side, and, when I came to
the top of the hill on the Buckland side, I heard her on the hill the
other side of the valley singing. I stopped to hear what she was
singing, and I found it to be that precious hymn of the poet Medley of
the Lord's loving-kindness to poor sinners"Awake, my soul, in joyful lays,
And sing thy great Redeemer's praise," &c.

The first words which I heard distinctly was the second verse"He
Yet
He
His

saw me ruined in the .fall,
loved me, notwithstanding all.
saved me from my lost estate,
loving-kindness, oh, how great! "

Ob, how my heart did rejoice for my poor mother, for I felt by the
words and the way she was singing that she had found peace to her
soul. And how I longed to be able feelingly to join her in that song
of praise. She sang that precious hymn all through the valley, and I
did not disturb her or let her see me until she had done. I then said,
"Mother, what is it makes you sing so, when we have nothing to eat
at home 1" She said, "My poor dear child, I had forgotten your
hunger, almost forgotten everything about this world, for this night the
Lord has spoken peace to my poor sOoul, and I have felt that all my
sins are forgiven and blotted out by the precious blood of His Son Jesus
Christ, which has cleansed me from all my sins, and I can now 'read
my title clear to mansions in the skies,' and I feel as sure of heaven as
that. He Himself is there," and much more to the same effect, which was
music to my soul on her account, and I said, "Mother, I wish I was
as sure of heaven! I wish I was going with you when you go, or meet
you there." She said, "My dear boy, I will pray for thee while I have
breath to do so." By this I knew that my mother did not know of the
exercises which were going on in my soul. Thus my dear mother
"went on her way rejoicing in God her Saviour," and I was left still to
"groan, being burdened," and often to cry out in soul-feeling, "0 wretched
man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death 1"
The time came shortly aftor, in the winter of 1842, when I had
a Sunday at liberty from work, and I went to chapel at Frame with my
mother in the evening. I cannot describe my feelings as I entered the
place where a short time before my mother had found peace to her
soul, and realised the assurance that all her sins were forgiven. I felt.
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as if going into the immediate presence of God, and among good people,
and 1 such a sinner not worthy to be among them, or to lift up my
polluted head in such a plac. 1 thought the singing was most
heavenly. There was an old man named PARSO S preaching there
that evening, as the minister, Mr. JEFFERY MOODY, was' away, and he
gave out his text, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind
is stayed on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee!' (lsa. xxvi. 3).
(To be continued.)

SEPARATION.
IN these days of spiritual retrogression and decadency it is oftentimes
very difficult to discern the child of God among the children of the
world. A spirit of conformity to the conduct, customs, and sentiments
of- the present age aud the present life so frequently pervades his
conversation and marks his intercourse with his fellow-men, that
at times it is well-nigh impossible to realize any radical change
between his immediate state and that in which he was by nature (i.e.,
before his new birth). Too many believers would call upon others to
judge them by their intentions " forgetful that the state of the hea1't is
evident from the life, and that no clearer testimony is needed. Oareless,
worldly conduct invariably betrays the careless heart, the lukewarm spirit,
the pliant mind-a double purpose in life; and he who strives in the
morning to walk and work with the Ohurch, but in the evening lays
aside the character, to conform to the world with its frivolities and
gaieties,can only be a stumbling-block to his weaker brethren, a dishonour
to the cause Of Ohrist, and, eventuull!J, a reproach and sorrow to himself.
No believer may either live to himself or to the w01'lel. If he does so
he lives inconsistently with his chal'itcter, as well itS his profession and
intention. In every action he must consider himself under obedience to
the will and mind of God. For things temporal as well as spiritual, he
must keep but one o~ject in view, i.e" the glory of God. Gold, silver, time,
talents, character, life itself-all must be at the Lord's daily, hourly
service, without a single reservation, without a moment's hesitation
or complaint. If the mass of mankind follow their own earthly interests,
to the exclusion of God's authority and control, the believer, in any
case, may not do so; but, if called UpOll, must, on the contrary, hold
himself in readiness to follow his Lord and Master whithersoever He
leads him, to the sacrifice of popularity and every earthly gain. The
believer has no right, in sacred matters, to yield himself a victim to
any code of man's institution or commandment; but he is called upon to
yield himself a living (or daily) sa.crifice to his God; and he yields it
to a sufficient and worthy purpose-the glory of the Lord.
Not one iota of God's truth may the believer concede to the spirit of
the age in which he lives. Fashion, society, custom, and etiquette-all
alike, in their most reasonable demauds-are subordina.te to the injunctions and spirit of Scripture; while the answer to the inquiry, "Who
is sufficient for these things?" must ever be, "]J![y gmce is sufficient
for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness ') (2 001'. xii. 9) ;
and again, "Our sufficiency is of Gael" (2 Oor. iii. 5).
E. BARNE.
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THE REVISED NEW TESTAMENT.
THE annexed letter from an old, well-taught and well-tried man of
God has awakened in our inmost soul a grief and a sorrow beyond
expression.
When a Revision of the precious Word of God was first and finally
ta1ked of as about to be undertaken, personally we exceedingly regretted
it. vVe believed it would be attended with baneful rather than beneficial
results. Such Revision wc considered would have an ~msetil'in(l instead
of an establishing effect upon the minds of multitudes. Rather than
jrustmte, we thought it would tend indirectly to j~trthe1·, the scepticism
of the age in which we live.
'With regard to words or phrases which, in the course of time, had
become obscure or obsolete, we long had felt that the God who had
indited the 'Vord, and who had so richly and sovoreignly blessed the
dispensing of it, could have prevented the occurrence of SUCD. words
had He chosen.
vVe believed that their insertion in His own Book
was of His own divine will and loving purpose, that even the mere lette1·
of the 'V ord should not be rested in, to the, at least comparative neglect
of or indifference t'), the personal work of the Holy Ghost, as the
Expounder and Applier of that Word. Take one instance, for example, as
an illustration of the need of that power and operation, upon the part of
the Holy Ghost, for which we contend. Had the Lord seen fit, would
He not have prevented all the abuse and all the misGhievous results
which have followed the words of Jesus, by saying, "This is the sign
or token," rather than "This is my body"? Again, might He not have
said, "This thy test'imony respecting Me is the Jtock (Peter), upon which
I build My Church"? Now in both cases we are called to look beyond
the mere letter to the spirit and intention of the words; and this we
conceive was the purpose of the Most High, in regard to those apparent
verbal inaccuracies or contradictions which, on account of difference of
habit, change of times and seasons, or distinction of class or custom,
may have been allowed to continue. All, all, call for the Spirit's power
and grace to teach, to enlighten, to bless.
But now the grave consideration is this: Are the thousands and tens
of thousands of the Lord's dear children who, during their pilgrimage
through this world, were cheered and comforted, enlightened and established, by this and that portion of the sacred Word, by this and that
fact recorded therein, to be regarded henceforth as having been misled
by the supposed application of what now (in this latter and professedly
wiser age) is discovered either to have been an interpolation or a false
8tatement? W Oll Id the Almighty, who is emphatically tridh itself,
sanction such a state of things?
To admit for a moment that the record of the adulterous woman spoken
of by our aged correspondent has appeared, age after age, in the sacred
Word without justifiable anthority-it not having been found in certain
ancient MSS.-what follows as a necessary consequence I Unquestionably
this, that the thousands and tens of thousands of the Lord's dear
children, who, by that very record have instrumentally had such a sweet,
blessed, and refreshing insight into the love, grace, compassion, and
tonder dealings of Jesus, have been woefully deceived as far as His
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dealings with th:\t poor sinner were concerned. Upon such footing, the
lessons of silent rebuke-the divine mode of carrying home conviction
to the heart and conscience of pharisaical, self~satisfied accusers-and
the forcible example of the way and manner in which the Lord can
:possess a transgressor with a sight and sense of sin, corresponding sel£hate and detestation, and an admiring and adoring love of the Person
and pardoning grace and mercy of a great and gracious Saviour: we say,
if such record is to be expunged, then all such application has been
upon a false basis, and the whole has been a deception. Perish the idea.
It savours to us of blasphemy! It is a virtual arraignment of the
great Jehovah at the bar of human judgment! .
Moreover, to what must such a course necessarily lead 1 To what
but to the suggestion of which, without doubt, the great tempter and
accuser of the brethren will take the greatest possible advantage 1 What
will henceforth be his argumflnts, when the proposed Revised Version
of the Scriptures has the widespread circulation which in all human
probability awaits it 1 What but this, most certainly: "Oh, such a
statement or such a doctrine is not warranted. It has no claim to a
place in the Bible. It has crept in like the case of the adulterous
woman. That, after the ages in which it appeared, was at length detected
as a false and groundless representation. And so in due time, will
this, that, and the other in like manner be."
We appeal to the reader as to what must necessarily be the unsettling
influence and effect of the New Version, especially upon the minds
{)f the young and inexperienced. But, in common with our venerable
and beloved correspondent, the Lord being our Helper, we will abide
by "the old paths." That which hath been so great a source of peace
and consolation and joy to myriads around the Throne, whilst journeying
through this waste howling wilderness, shall (as the Holy Ghost is pleased
,to apply it), likewise minister to OUT peace and consolation and joy whilst
:we also traverse the same wilderness. Moreover, in spite of all the
,discoveries and appliances of these so professedly" advanced times," we will
be contented to be found among the Lord's simple ones. We will crave
grace at His hands that we may be willing and happy to be counted
"fools for Christ's sake." We will seek to keep prominently before
us the divino testimony, that" The wisdom of the world is foolishness
with God," and the equally divine injunction, "If any man among you
seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool that he may
be wise." Oh, how precious is that saying of Jesus, "I thank Thee,
(1 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these things
,from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes, even
so Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight."
N ever do we remember to have more rejoiced in the fact, that we
were personally permitted and privileged of God to republish the
invaluable Commentary of DR. GILL, than since the receipt of the letter
we shall presently quote. That DR. GILL was" a scholar," in the strictest
and fullest sense of the word, is beyond dispute. He was held in high
IJepute for his accurate knowledge and hmiliarity with both Hebrew and
Greek. His aCl1uaintance with the writings of the Rabbi's was proverbial.
The deeply-read TOPLADY passed the highest possible encomiums upon
DIt. GILL for his learning and research. Speaking of his Commentary,
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our late and lamented Bishop (DR. DALY) said that, as a whole,. it
was the best extant.
Now, the ground of our rejoicing in the reproducing of the Commentary
is this, that, in spite of the extra expense and trouble involved, it is
strictly ve1'bal aud unabTidged. We consider that the providenco of God
was most marked, in that DR. GILL, throughout his extensive work,
quoted his varied authoTities, giving, in note afteT note and page ajte?' page,
the name of each author and the chapter and page of his work.
Further, we now see and acknowledge the hand of the Most High
with respect to our reprint of this extensive work, in this special particular. We proposed to publish merely an abTidgment of the work. In
that case it was mtT intention to have omitted both notes and 1·efe1'ences. We
were, however, diverted from that purpose by the offer of a gentleman
to take one hundred copies of. the work, provided we published it in
its entirety; otherwise, he stated, he should feel it incumbent upon him
to oppose us by republishing the entire work himself. This decided
the matter. The consequence was, that 2,250 sets of the work, or
13,500 volumes in the whole, were sent forth into the length and
breadth of the habitable globe. The importance of this will be seen,
when we quote Dr. GILL upon the subject at issue with respect to the
omission of the case of the adulterous woman. We shall give his
authorities as to the number of MSS. in which the narrative appeared,
and thus, we trust, shall at least in measure and degree, counteract the
disastrous influence of the forthcoming Revised Edition of the Scriptures.
God, of His great mercy, grant that it may lead to a stirring up and
a wholesome enquiry, that so men muy not take shelter or refuge in
what may appear to sanction less soul-humbling presentations of truth.
The letter of our aged friend and correspondent has served to stir up
our own mind in this most solemn und important matter. Since taking
llP our pen, we have consulted various authorities upon the subject,
some of which we propose to annex to this paper. In referring to
MATTHEW HENRY, GILL, and HAWl..:.EIt, 1ve find most practical commentsare offered upon the C3,se. Not the semblance of question as to
genuineness or authenticity is discoverable in either one or the other.
Now, here is the letter of our aged friend and correspondent:DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-What a wonderful account that is of Mr.
d;
notwithstanding that it is out of fashion to believe these thing , ell' ry w I'd
of it is true. Nature has all its glories lost, when brought beforo His thr n ,
yes, and grace too, according to the late Mr. Reed: "He that gl ri th I t him
glory in the Lord." He could not glory in any grace, neither ol\,n any Ohristian
when he glories in that which excelleth, "God forbid," sl\,id the great
Apostle, "that I sh uld glory, save in the cross of ur L ,'d, Je us Olwist."
It is quite right for the go d man to call OU1' att nti n t this subject. About
fifty years ago I was hearing a rniniater, and di l. n t think he was as
orthodox as he might have b n.
sat n al' a £1'i nd, and handed him a slip
of paper with the text, "Ho is mad unt us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption."
11,1£ a
ntury has rolled away, and I still
glory in the same cross. Wo aro n th
v f losing part of our Bible ; the
narrative of the woman taken in Ildult l'y is not in any of the manuscripts
-so they say-that the wise men hall'O had to do with. A neighbour f
mine got a notion that the sun did not stlUld still in Joshua's time, :IUU h
asked a learned Jew of our town. He slticl, "No, the pass:tge was n t
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canonical," he said it was recited in the young Jewish songs, that is, how it
came to us. But we are buried in the shadows of the night, and snaIl be
while we lean to our own understanding. "The earth is the Lord's and the
fulness thereof;" this is also to be expunged. But I have got these things in
my manuscript, and I mean to retain them.
Whatsoever belongs to
Christianity be with you, is the prayer of yours sincerely,
ISAAc POLLEY.
Acacic~ Villa, Damley Road, Gmvesend, .April 14th, 1881.

In commenting. upon the passage, DR.

GILL

says:-

"The history of the woman taken in adultery is wanting in the Alexandrian
copy, and in other ancient copies; nor is it in Nonnus, Chrysostom, and
Theophylact; nor is it in any of the editions of the Syriac version, until it
was rest01'ed by De Dieu, from a copy of Archbishop Usher's, but was in the
Arabic and Ethiopic versions, and in the Harmonies of Fabian and Arminius,
the former of whom lived about the year 160, and so within sixty years, or
thereabouts, of the Evangelist John, and the other about the year 230. It
was also in Stephen's sixteen ancient Greek copies, and in Beza's seventeen,
Eusebius
excepting onc; NOR NEED THE AUTHEN'!'ICITY m' 1'1' BE DOUBTED.
says it is in the Gospel according to the Hebrews, nor should its authority
be called in question."

Upon verse 7, DR.

GILL

further states that adultery was-

In this age a prevailing sin, and even among the doctors; hence our Lord
calls that generation an adulterous one (Matt. xii. 39), and which was literally
true of them; with this compare Romans ii. 22. Adultery increased to such
a degree in this age, that they were obliged to leave off the trial of suspected
wives, because their husbands were generally guilty this way, and the
. waters would have no Elffect if the husband was criminal also.
That this sin so greatly prevailed, our Lord well knows, and perhaps some
of those Scribes and Pharisees were not free from it, in one shape or another,
and therefore bids him that was, &c., fi?'st cast a stone at he?', alluding to the
law in Deuteronomy xvii. 7, which required the hands of the witnesses to
be upon a person first to put him to death; and, as Dr. Lightfoot thinks,
referring to their own sense and opinion, on trying a wife suspected of
adultery."
II

From a work entitled, "The Life and lF1'itings of St. John." By
JAlIms MAUDONALD, D.D., Princetown, New Jersey; we extract the
following :" The Sinaitic and Vatican MSS. omit the first eleven verses of this
chapter (the eighth) and the last of the preceding, and in the MSS. in which
the passage is found it is marked by an extraordinary number of variations,
which by many are regarded as affording additional evidence of its spuriousness. That it is not found in so many of the early MSS. may be accounted
for from a fear, in a period of ascetic austerity, that it might be understood as containing a license for a breach of the Seventh Commandment.
(Augustine, De Long, Adult., ii. 7.) The evidence for the genuineness of
the passage seems to outweigh the objections to it.'·
Thollick says, II There is evidence that at this period many of the Rabbins,
high in position, were living in adultery. (Wagenseil in the Sotti, p. 525,
seq.; J ustin Mart., Dial. c. Tryph., p. 363 ed. lit.) It was from a baseless
fear that, if suffered to ren~ain, our Saviour might be thought to have compromised with this sin, or :Lt least to have treated it as a comparatively
slight offence, that the n:trrative has been expunged from so many of the
early MSS." (See J. J. Owen's Commentary in loco.) The exhortation to
penitence lies in the "Sin no more." It is brief; but, as Thollick suggests,
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" How mightily had the circumstances spoken ! Would not many words have
weakened rather than strengthened the impression 1 "

In a marginal note of Bagster's "Comprehensive Bible," we read as
foHows :"The genuineness of the passage contained in the first eleven verses of this
chapter is much controverted, as it is wanting in several MSS. and ancient
versions, and is found with considerable variations in those in which it is
retained. It is found, however, in the greater part of the MSS. extant, of
various recensions; and the learned Mr. NOLAN (" On the Integrity of the
Greek Vulgate," p. 37) has shown it to be probable that it was omitted for
certain reasons by EusEBIus, in that edition of the Greek Testament which
he was commanded by Constantine to prepare for public use, and likewise
in subsequent editions, under the influence of his name and authority. The
-object of the story, says that eminent critic, forms as convincing a proof in
support of its genuineness as it does in the subversion of the contrary
notion, that it is an interpolation. There could be no possible inducement for
fabricating such a passage, while there is an obvious motive for removing it
from the Canon. It has, besides, internal evidence of authenticity on the
testimony of the V ulgate, in which it is uniformly found; and external, in
the express acknowledgment of its genuineness by St. CHRYSOSTOM, St.
JERO)IE, St. AUGUSTINE, and St. AMmw~E; and St. AUGUSTINE has specified
the reason of its having been withdmwn from the text of the Evangelist.
~~dd to this that the plain and simple style is that of the Evangelist, and
that every circumstance is completely in character, exactly what might be
eKpected from the Scribes and Pharisees, and from our Lord; while His
answer, though pcrfectly suitable to His purpose, would scarcely have ever
ooen thought of by human ingenuity."

In his Commentary, Dr.

HAWKEll

says:-

" It is worthy of remark that these sworn foes of Christ did not bring in the
,:ldulterer as well as the adulteress. Had their design in coming to Jesus
been purely from a regard to the sanctity of God's law, they would have been
,:,s anxious to punish the man as the woman, for so the law enjoined. (See
Levit. xxii. 10.) But the object they 11f1d in view was not so much about
the adulteress as to entangle the Lord Jesus in a snare. Had Christ commanded her' to be stoned, they would have reproached Him for acting contrary to the meekness of the Messiah, and thereby opposing His own doctrine
in receiving publicans and harlots. And had He screened her from the law,
they would have charged Him with setting at naught the law of Moses (Deut.
xxii. 22, 23, 24). Dearest Lord, what an everlasting contradiction of smners
didst Thou endure against Thyself (Heb. xii. 3; Matt. xxi. 31, 32). Th I'
is somewhat uncommonly interesting in this relation of our Lord's oonduot
·tuwards this adulteress. What a lovely portrait is it of the on f od in
our nature. Look at Jesus in this sweet point of view, Io.rd ning the
sinner while reproving the sin. There was for a little spnoe 8 m question
as to the :tUthenticity of the history, it not being in (~ll the copies of the
Testament, and it Wo.s c nfidently said by such tho.t it was in none of the
editions of the Syriao v rsiol1. But Archbishop sll r, at no small exp~Rse
and labour, procured a copy f it in which it was found. It hath exerCIsed
arIso the curiosity of som ,t 1l10W what it WM J sus wrote with his finger
on the ground while the :E hl.1.1"i8 s were aoousing the woman. And it hath
been said that in an ancient 1" k manusoript it was found that Jesus W1"ot
some of the leading sins of th
rib s l\nd harisees then present, whi h
.of course, as God, He knew. But this is m 1" conjecture. But as the 'H ly
Spirit is silent upon the subject, it b comos us to be the same. It is n u~h
for the Church to be in possession of so very sweet a testimony f th
mercifulness of Him who is Judge of quick and dead. And I VOI tUl' to
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believe that no child of God who hath himself passed under the sentence
of God's Holy Law, and from self-condemnation h.tth been led by the Holy
Ghost to lmow the grace of J·esus, but must feel delight in so lovely a representation of Jesus in the exercise of it.
" I hope I shall be forgiven, even if I err, when I venture to behold this
woman as a lively emblem and figure of the Church in the Lord's pardon
of her. For surely there never was an adulteress equally vile in basene5'&
to the Church. Many have departed from their husbands, and dealt shamefully; but what adultery ever came up to the spiritual fornication of the
Church 1 Read the Bible through, and hear the Lord's complaints; see
particularly Jeremiah ii., Hosea ii. iii., and then observe how graciously the
Lord hath dealt and doth deal with His people (Jeremiah iii., John v. 14/."

The foregoing was written upon receipt of our aged correspondent's
letter; but, as we received a hint that the report of the omission of
the case of the adulterous woman in the Revised Edition of the New
Testament might be incorrect, we withheld the MS. till the propose€l
New Translation had appeared. We now give it insertion, in order that
we may lay greater stress upon the gratitude we feel in wlwt has been done.
We had anticipated this day, the 17th of May (the day of the
promised issue), with no small degree of fear and trembling. 'l'he
forenoon found us at the bookseller's where we had ordered a copy of
the work. With no little anxiety did we, at the first glimpse of the
book, turn to the eighth chapter of John, and the Lord alone 1cJwu·s
the thankfnlness we felt in the chscovery that the 1"eport of the omission of its
first few verses was false. It at once not merely softened down our
prejudices against the Revision, but created an interest that led to it
careful search here and there through the work, and which, in everycase as far as we have yet had time to pursue the scrutiny, has been
most grateful and satisfactO'ry.
The tone in which the Preface is written, as well as the facts recordel},
must commend itself to every unprejudiced mind. The whole matte!'
being one of such vast importance, justifies us in extracting therefrom.
The facts with respect to this vast undertaking, extending over it
period of ten years :md a half, and during which, it will be seen, four
of the Revisers were called to their great [1,c.;count, are as follows :" We have had to study this great Version carefully and minutely, line
by line; and the longer we have been engaged upon it, the more we
have learned to admire its simplicity, its dignity, its power, its happy turns
of expression, its general accumcy, and, we must not fail to add, the music
of its cadences and the felicities of its rhythm. To render a work which had
reached this high standard of excellence still more excellent, to increase its
fidelity without destroying its claim, was the task committed to us."

*

*

*

*

*

*

"The whole time devoted to the work has been ten years and a half.
The first revision occupied about six years; the second about two years and
a half. The remaining time has been spent in the consideration of the
suggestions from America on the second revision, and of many details ancl
reserved questions accruing out of our own labours. As a I'ule, a session of
four days has been held every month (with the exception of August n.nd
September) ill e:~ch year from the commencement of the work in June, 1870.
The average attendance for the whole time has been Eixteen each day; the
whole company consistillg at first of twenty-~evel1, but fo" the 'greater part
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of .the time of tWflnty-four members, many of them residing at great distances
from London. Of the original number four have been removed 'from us by
death."

*
*
*
*
'*
*
The spirit in which this great and important work has been conducted may be gathered from the concluding sentences of the
Preface. That spirit cannot but be ,admired by the spiritually-minded
reader.

"We now conclude (say the Revisers), humbly commending our labours
to Almighty God, and praying that His blessing and favour may be vouchsafed to that which has been done in His name. We recognized from the
first the responsibility of the undertaking; and through our manifold
experience of its abounding difficulties, we have felt more and more, as wc
went onward, that a work can never be accomplished by organized efiorts
of scholarship and criticism, unless assisted by Divine help.
"We know full well that defects must have their place in a work so
long and so arduous as that which has now come to an end. Blemishes
and inlperfections there are in the noble translation which we have been
,called upon to revise, blemishes and imperfections will assuredly be found in
our own revision. All who endeavour to translate the Holy Scriptures into
another tongue must. fall short of their aim, when the obligation is imposed
of producing a version that shall be alike literal and idiomatic, faithful to
each thought of the original, and yet, in the expression of it, harmoniou~ and
free. While we dare to hope that in places, not a few in the New Testament,
the introduction of changes has cast a new light upon much that wax
difficult and obscure, we cannot forget how often we have failed ill
expressing some finer shades of meaning which we recognized in the original,
how often idiom has stood in the way of perfect rendering, and how often
the attempts to preserve a familiar word, or even a familiar cadence, has
only added another perplexity to those which already beset us.
"Then, in the review of the work which we have been permitted to
complete, our closing words must be words of mingled thanksgiving, humility,
and prayer.
Of thanksgiving for the many blessings vouchsafed to us
throughout the unbroken progress of our corporate labours; of humility for
our failings and imperfections in the fulfilment of our task; and of prayer
to Almighty God, that the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ may
be more clearly and more freshly shown forth to all who shall be readers of
the book."

Vve ref>eat that we cannot but recognize and admire the humbl,
prayetful tone of the foregoing extracts. Moreover, when w con id r
·the combined scholarship and talent brought to bear UpOll thi l' at
work of Revi ion, we feel thankful for a testimony from uch n s urcc.
It is ill harmony with our humble remarks at the comm nc ment of
this article, as to th difficulties attendant upon tll implirying in our
own tongue tho groat and <rlorious verities publi h cl in byegone ages,
in far-off climes, and in th r languages.
The adoption of tlL su<rfr stions of th
m rican 'Revisionists as an
Appendix, we consiclor both wis and impnrtial.
Were it at an earlier data ill th m nth anI had we spa,,;e, we would
gladly.give examplos in which tlL vl1ril\ti ns from our own Authoriz <l
Version are decidedly good, such as "in Christ," instead of "throu~h
Christ," "the Spirit Himself," instead of "itself," as given in the th (
Romans, where we have the Person of the Holy Ghost the mora d fil\iL I
brought out. As far as our scrutiny has gone, we have £:tilc,l t I t t
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the least deviation from truth. The doctrines of grace stand out as firm
and conclusive as ever.
St. liu1ce's, Bedminster, May 17th, 1881.
POSTSCRIPT.-During the time the foregoing has been in the printer's
hands, we have read about a third-part of the New 'Version. In
contrast to the fears expressed in the early part of this article lest the
truth should in any wise suffer by the Revision, we now rejoice in the
accomplishment of the work upon a threefold ground: first, that as far
as we have seen, it confirms, mtijies, and establishes the glorious verities
of our most holy faith as we have been wont to regardand'receive them
in our own Authorized Version. Secondly, we deem it a great mercy
of greatest moment, that in such sceptical days as the present, the letter
of the Saored Word should be substantiated by the combined and most
cautious scrutiny of men of high standing and repute as scholars, but
who, at the same time, occupy very different positions in the professed
Christian Church. That they, with their minor differences, should
agree and be as €lne in regard to the essentials of the letter of the
Word, we repeat, is of immense importance and abundantly satisfactory.
Thirdly, we view the fact as remarkable that at such a juncture as the
present, when the whole United Kingdom is virtually aroused by the
efforts to return to, and perpetuate his seat in Parliament, of an avowed
atheist, one who tradnces and virtually tramps under foot the Sacred
V,rord of the Most High; at this very crisis the attention of the community at large is awakened to an interest in that self-same Sacred
VVord to an unprecedented extent. Was there, during the existence of
the Bible, a fact bearing the least approach to the issuing, or the
ordering, of ONE MILLION COPIES OF THE NEW TESTAMENT OF OUR
LOlm AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST IN OR ABOUT ONE SINGLE DAY 7
We exult-yea, we exceedingly rejoice-in the fact. Moreover, when
we consider the curiosity enkindled, and the avidity with which that
blessed Word will be-not merely superfically read-but scrutinized,
searched, examined, compared, commented upon, we say, Who can tell
what that scrutiny-what that "reading, marking, learning, inwardly
digesting," may lead to 7
One more thought: What has this Revised Version led to, as far the
journals of the day are concerned 7 From the 1 imesand London dailies
to almost every provincial paper in the United Kingdom-not to speak
of what is going on simultaneously in America-the REVISED NEW
TESTAMENT, with its varied readings and all-important details, has been
canvassed with an interest and an energy of no ordinary description.
Who, therefore, can judge of what may be the ultimate results of
bringing before the United Ki'1gdom-yea, the world at large-the
contents of a Book of which its Divine Author has declared: "As the
rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh'it bring forth and bud, that
it may give seed to the soweT,and bread to'the eater: so shall My word
be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall not return unto me void,
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it."
May 22nd, 1881.
'THE EDITOR.
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GONE TO JESUS!
little Ada was taken home about half-past eight on Sunday evening,
April 24th, but was too ill and distressed to speak much at the last. I saw
her on Sunday afternoon, and could trace the shadow of a smile when she
opened her eyes, but she mostly lay with closed eyes in great suffering j the
doctor prescribed soothing medicine for her, but she said, "Oh, I don't
want to sleep like this, I ~vant to pray." It was very marked, that
though before the Lord manifested Himself to her, she had clung
much to life and the thought of being better, both in body and SQuJ,
yet from the time the Lord revealed Himself, she never said a word
more about living, but only expressed surprise at times that she was
still here. I have never met with a sweeter child than Ada, and I
believe all who had anything to do with her loved her j she had a
singularly tender conscience, ancI was more than once greatly distressed
at what had appeared to her an apparent swerving from the strict
rule of truthfulness on her part j her great patience too, and careful
thought for others was most touching to witness. She had been
distressed about her soul for many months, the weight of sin lying:
heavily upon her; still it was only now and then she would speak of
her trouble to her mother or sisters. When she began to grow weaker
(a few weeks since) her mother became more and more anxious abont
her, dreading lest she should be taken without its being more clearly
manifested that she was one of the Lord's ransomed ones. I, too, was
tempted and harassed that perhaps it would not be made clear before
her death j but even with that fear we could not but have a good hope
that it was the Lord who had revealed to her her state as a helpless
and undone sinner. 'When I first spoke before her of eternal matters
she would C?'y ,but say ?wthing; but, after she had taken to her bed and
I saw her alone, she would say a few words, the substance of which
always was, "That she could not pray ,o" "She felt so r;old and dead;"
and, "That the Lord had never spoken to her."
.
I shall not soon forget her look of misery when she spoke thus, and
I had to prove how helpless I or anyone else on earth was to do her
good. It was the mighty power of God she neetled " and, though the dear
child knew little of truth in the letter, no power on earth could have
convinced he?' that she could belie?1e if she liked; and I felt as I came away
that no half-wrmtght salvation would do for her. The faith when it came
must be the gift of God.
She had a great dread of anyone thinking better of her (spiritually)
than she felt to be true, and was quite distressed when her sister
Fanny wrote and said, "she believed it would be well with her at the
end," And yet, though it seems almost contradictory, she was not without a hope, and told her mother that sometimes she felt a little com{m'ted,
mtt it so soon went. One day when het, sister asked her what she should read,
she said, "Read me a hymn, read me something about unbelief."
The Saturday week before her death her, mother was reading tha t
hymn of Newton'sDEAR
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The Lord will happiness divine,
On contrite hearts bestow;
Then tell me, gracious God, is mine
A contrite heart or no 1
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" I hear, but seem to hear in vain,
Insensible as steel;
If aught is felt 'tis only pain,
To feel I cannot feel."

Here she stopped her mother and said, "Oh, mother, that is just what I
feel," and then began speaking of the Lord's work on earth, and how
she felt to love Him, and, "Oh, mother," she said, "if He would but
come>," and I gather that the longing for His presence grew more and
more intense, when presently, with quite a different ring in her voice.
"She cried, "Oh, mother, He has come, He has come; I am happy now."
And the tears, which for sometime before she had seemed unable to
shed, rolled down her cheeks. Then she wanted them all to come, and
to tell them how happy she was. "Oh," she said, "I have these
words, 'I will see you again.' Oh, it will be beautiful to be laid in the
,grave now j " and her fa-::e shone with joy, but presently she said, in
a troubled voice, "But they told me at school we should be judged at
the Judgment Day for all we had done," when her sister repeated
-those words"Payment He cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again, at mine."

Ada exclaimed, "I nevm' saw thctt before, that's it, that's it;" and the
mother says it seemed like a flash of light to the dear child. She
spoke very solemnly to her sisters of coming to heaven, and how
it would be when laid on a death-bed as she was. They could but
Gtand and listen with hearts of gratitude. As they had many times been
witness of her bitter grief that she could get nothing from the Lord,
BO now they witnessed the effect of the "Sun of Righteousness arising
with healing in His wings."
The following morning the Lord had withdrawn Himself, and then,
with cries of bitter pain, she said, "Oh, mother, I'm sinking, sinking,
and the Lord is not with me j oh, how can I die like this 1 ,> But again
she was comforted j and in the ~fternoon she begged her mother to
.go out, saying, "I'm quite comfortable now, mother j the Lord will not
forsake me now." All earthly wishes seemed taken from her after
this, and she would not have hymns read, only the Bible. As her mother
read of the Saviour, she would say, "That's it, that's it j oh, how sweet,
oh, how good He was." Even the spring flowers that Mary left for
her aroused no interest in her j she soon became too weak, and suffered
too greatly to see or speak much to anyone. The doctor said she was
dying four or five days, and we could but rejoice when the last hour
of SUffering was over for ever, and we knew she had gone to spend
an eternity with the Lord, who had proved Himself her Redeemer.
Mrs. L., though feeling very deeply the loss of her precious child, says
the trouble is light as compared with what she felt when she saw her
suffering so acutely both in body and soul.
In the foregoing, what a proof we have of Divine sovereignty. The
little sufferer of thirteen years of age, it will be perceived, after
much mental conflict, and after being privileged for a season to rejoice
in the realization of her being accepted in and of the Beloved, was
B B
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subjected to intense bodily pain. For four or five days she was dying,
was the doctor's testimony. But now, in striking contrast, we are
permitted to give particulars of the removal in a few seconds of
Major STUBBS, a dear servant of God, who, although he lived to the
patriarchal age of seventy-seven years, was among those of whom the
Apostle spoke as being "Through the fear of death an their lifetime
subject to bondage." Our last interview was at the house of our
mutual friends, Dr. and Mrs. HOBLYN, about ten weeks since. Something of what passed between us on that occasion may be found in the
"Lette?' to the Aged," in the Old Jonathan for March,whicb reads as follows:My DEAR AGED FRIENDS,-I thought it remarkable that, immediately
after writing my last letter to you, I should casually meet with an old Indian
officer. Although venerable in appearance, and seemingly hale and robust,
there was an air of deep concern upon his countenance; and what do you
think was the cause 1 Why, it was entirely upon the ground which I had
just sought, in my letter, to set before you, namely, the safety of his
immortal soul for vast eternity! This was the all-prevailing, all-engrossing
thought with him, "What shall I do to be saved 1" "God be merciful
to me a sinner," was the fervent and earnest language of his heart. He
spoke of his past life-long as it had been-of having been a useless one.
His plain words were, "I have never done any work in my life." "Well,"
thought I, as he spoke, "if any man has the least claim to merit upon the
ground of good works, you, as having served in the army in India, are the
man;" for, in addition to actual service, I had personally known him for
many years as being a most earnest, diligent reader of his Bible-a lover of
good men-a separatist from the pursuits and so-called pleasures of the
world-and a most anxious inquirer after the things which are for our eternal
peace. So that, if he were not a Christian in the true sense of the word,
I do not know where such an one is to be found. And then, as to the
ground of merit upon the matter of service, or love to one's neighbours, I
thought that if there were such a thing as merit upon this score, my aged
friend was entitled to it. But (thank God!) he had been better taught.
" You say," said I, "that you have never done any work 1 " " No, never."
"Did you not' serve in the army in India 1" " Yes." "Were you ever
actually in the field 1" "Not exactly; but our General being taken ill, I
(very much against my will) had to take the command of our regiment. I
rode at the head of it all night, and all I could do was to pray, for I did
not know what to do. The enemy fled before us, and we lost but one man."
"And was not this work 1" I asked, "and was it not God working for you 1
and so far from your thinking that He has done nothing for you, you have
good reason for adopting the Psalmist's language, "By this I know that
Thou favourest me, because mine enemy hath not triumphed over me."
Now, my dear aged friends, I think, after a little calm consideration upon
your part, you will admit that, if there were any merit in works or devotion
to God, this aged officer was entitled to his rewarcl upon such grounds. To
say the least, who of us have ever so plainly and forcibly shown our love to
our neighbour as ourself as to reach any such standard 1 Nay, I believe if
our conduct came to be scrutinized and examined by ~he only true sourcethat is, a scriptural one-we should find ourselves fall infinitely short of so
considering our neighbour's welfare, and so '!erYing him, as to neglect ourselves and forego our own requirements.
Hence it is clear that salvation or acceptance by God can never be obtained
or secured upon any such false or futile grounds. The Scripture is as plain
as possible upon the matter!
"By the deeds of the law [that is, by man's own personal attempts to come
up to the standard of the law, and obey its requirements], there shall be no
flesh justified [or regarded or accepted] in His sight."
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But now comes the all-important answer to the eqlmlly all-important
question, "What (then) must I do to be saved 'I" Well, that question was
very plainly and promptly answered by the Apostle Paul, when first asked
by the gaoler, in the prison at Philippi, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved and thy house." The next question is, "Who is
the Lord Jesus Christ?" Now, to that question, deal' aged friends, here is
the all-important answer, and that in the language of the inspired vVord :
"God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." "What
the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh [that is, the
sinner-all men by nature, by reason of sin and weakness and infirmity,
could not come up to the requirements of the law], God, sending His own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin [or by His own sacrifice of
sin] condemned sin in the flesh; that the righteousness of [or required by]the law might be fulfilled in us [that is, by Christ, on our account], who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."
Now, a knowledge of Christ having thus become our Surety to answer for
us, our Substitute to serve, and our Sacrifice to atone for our sins and transgressions, as revealed and opened up to us by God the Holy Ghost, p~'oduces
love to Ohrist, effects reconciliation with God the Father, and thus "~nakes us
~neet to be the partakers of the inheritance of the sCtints in light."
"We love
Him because He first loved us."
In this consists the real preparation
for death and eternity; this gives us at once a taste and a right and a title
to that "inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not
away." "This is life eternal," said Jesus, when addressing His Father,
"that they might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
Thou hast sent."
Now, this state of things differs as widely from meriting the favour of God
and getting to heaven by our own works, or our own imperfect doings, as light
does from darkness, or heaven from hell.
I pray God, my dear aged friends, that He may open up these divine
mysteries to you, and that He may be pleased to give you a personal and
heartfelt interest in them.
THE EDITOR.

In reference to the beloved departed, his own personal friend of
fifty-one years standing (Lieutenant-Colonel Newbolt), writes as follows:
My DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-I promised to send you a brief account of the
death of our late brother in the Lord, Major Stubbs. It has been customary
with Mrs. N ewbolt and myself to spend a day once or twice a month in
summer with those old and dear friends, Major and Mrs. Stubbs. We had not
been near them for the six winter months, but often corresponded, and learnt
that the old brother was suffering increasingly from the infirmities of age,
difficulty of breathing, and consequent inability to be out on foot more than
for fifty or one hundred yards. On Mo!!-day the 2nd inst., as the weather was
getting more genial, we went out for the ~ay to our friends at Bathampton, and
found Mrs. Stubbs had been some days confined to her bed, and he very weak and
ailing, but we went to the Lord in prayer together; first on my part, next on his.
vVe took a short drive together, he evidently very feeble. Leaving him in the
evening after a warm grasp of the hand, little supposing it to be the last grip,
I returned home with Mrs. Newbolt. Next day, Tuesday the3rd, it was colder
than usual, but he drove with his servant into Bath, complaining of the cold.
That afternoon, Mrs. Stubbs, in the Lord's mercy as it turned out, was able
to be downstairs in the afternoon. The dear old man thought he would like a
turn in his garden in his wheeled chair. After being out a little while he came
very feebly into his dining-room, and, leaning on the back of a chair, sought to
recover his breath; speedily, needing further support, he was laid on the sofa,
and with his wife at his side, his faithful Christian man servant endeavouring to
support his head, he then and there breathed out his life without a. groan or sign
.
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of pain. An immediate and happy transition from life into death, or rather
sleep. He was not allowed to taste death. This is the case of one who had
all his lifetime been subject to bondage through fear of death, and, ,\S his dear
wife says, spared the pain of parting, which to his sensitive heart would have
been severe. She adds : "Looking back, I scarcely think there is one thing I
could wish to have been alterad on his account." Thus she smiles through
her tears and says: "It is well. "
He had just passed his seventy-seventh year, and it was a subject of much
prayer on his part that he should, the Lord willing, be taken first.
No one
I ever met with was less fit to be left alone. Here, as in his peaceful and
painless death, the marvellous goodness of the Lord is especially manifest.
Our friendship extended overfiHY-0ne years. Al ways the same-unquestionably
one of the Lord's own, he failed to realize it. ~Would not be a professor onlyhis one aim and desire to be a possessor. He was truly an Israelite indeed, in
whom was no guile. I rejoice to have been with him in his last day but
one. We carried him in a walking funeral to his last resting-place on the
7th of May, and many of the residents of Bathampton, uninvited, followed his
remains to the grave. How suitable under the circumstances the prayer for
us:" Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his ;"
and the Saviour's precious words come to mind as verified to the full in his
case, "Fear not . . . It is your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom."
I enclose a note from dear Mrs. Hoblyn, who knew him thoroughly, which
will give you further particulars about this dear servant of the Master, gone
to be with the spirits of just men made perfect till the glorious day of the
Resurrection.
Believe me, with every kind regard,
Yours very sincerely,
Camp Villa, Clifton, May 14th, 1881.
E. NEWBOLT.

The annexed is the enclosure to which Colonel Newbolt refersDEAR FRIEND,-My tears are not yet dried up for our dear and valued
friend. I scarce realize he is gone, but I think of him as with the Lord,
and with what sweet surprise must He have opened His eyes upon the glory
of the Lamb in the midst of the Throne. An honester man than John
Stubbs never lived, and a poor trembler too. But the true foundation of
our comfort who mourn is, that he was in Christ, and, therefore, now
with Christ. It is not what we feel or fear for ourselves or others, it is
salvation treasured up in Christ and eternally secured for the feelingly lost,
the truly helpless, the poor and needy, the weak and wortWess, who feel
themselves utterly unable to do anything to merit God's favour. There
were three points in the dear man's religion which showed it was vital and
came from God-love of the truth, love of the brethren, and an earnest
calling upon God from felt need. This is God's work upon a poor sinner,
and He who begins the work will finish it. I have written to our mutual
friend, Dr. D., to tell him of our loss and our brother's gain. Dr. D. met
him here in our house not long ago. I am sure he would be glad to hear
your testimony of him, but I suppose you have no time for it.
In Christian fellowship,
I remain, yours truly,
Bath, May 12th, 1881.
A. B. H.

The following was the first indication we received of the departure
of our dear friendMy DEAR FRIEND,-The Lord has O'athered home to Himself a valued
friend of many years to us, and in WhOl~l you also were greatly interestedMajor Stubbs. His was a remarkable case of long patience, and yet of
gracious adherence to the only way of salvation, Christ Jesus. As you know,
he had been failing, in health for some time, but at last his end came
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suddenly. On Tuesday, the 3rd of May, he drove into Bath as usual,
returned home in the afternoon, took a little walk round his garden, returned
to the room where his dear wife was sitting, sank into his arm-chair, and
passed away in a moment. It had long been his wish and prayer that he
might not survive his wife, and the Lord granted him his request. His few
last days were marked by an unusual serenity of spirit and touching thankfulness towards those about him; and his prayer, the last morning of his
life, will long be remembered by his little household. There was nothing
marked in the way of deliverance to relate concerning him. You know he
w&s a poor trembler all his days, but he was a valiant witness for truth, and
for the sovereignity of the Spirit in sealing home to the heart the blessings
and comforts of the Gospel. His religion had the mark of true grace in
three particulars-the love of the truth, of the brethren, and of prayer. He
was the last of a family of twenty-two children. He went out to India as an
ensign, under the supervision of an elder brother twice his age. Some time
after his residence in India, he was attacked by fever, and was brought
under soul anxiety about his state before God, and this feeling followed him
during his whole after-life, as you know by your last interview with him in
Bath. I believe it was his heavy cross, proving the Lord's words true:
"Through much tribulation ye must enter the kingdom." Truly, dear Major
Stubbs was favoured, for, with all his fears, he never saw death when it
came.
Affectionately yours in the Lord,
Bath, J'ylay 12th, 1881.
A. B. H.

No sooner had we read the last letter which we have just quoted,
than we exclaimed with respect to our dear aged friend's so marvellous
end, "Enviable translation! absent from the body, present with the
Lord!" vVell may our old and valued correspondent say, "With what
sweet surprise must he have opened his eyes upon the glory of the
Lamb in the midst of the Throne!" Who that knew him in his many
years' soul anguish-his manifold doubts and fears about his real
standing before God, and how it should go with him at last, but will
rejoice in his great and glorious deliverance 7
Nearly fourteen years ago Major Stubbs said to us in answer to
the enquiry, "Are you willing, Major, to give up your hope 7" " My
hope! Well, now, I'll tell you. When I was getting up this morning
I almost fainted-I do quite faint, sometimes. I thought I was going
to die. Suppose I had died, I don't know whether I should have been
in heaven or hell." "How is it yon have any concern about the
matter 7" " Concern! why isn't it a dreadful consideration-heaven
or hell 1" "Do all feel it to be so 7" "Ah," said the Major, in reply,
"but I have seen plenty of men afraid of death on the battle-field, and
I have often thought thaOthat fear has operated as a preventive of
much greater slaughter." "Fear of death," said we, "it is becausethey knew the tremendous consequences of death, that the children of
God are so much the subjects of it. I believe that the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself was afraid of death." "Christ Himself 1" " Yes! 'I
have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I straitened (pained)
until it be accomplished. Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from
Me.' Whence His bloody sweat 1 The Psalms were nearly all the
language of Christ, and mark the interminglings of fear, thus: 'He
came to deliver them, who through fear of death, were all their life-time
subject to bondage.'''
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Such was identically part of what passed between us during an
interview of two hours; and now to think that that deal' servant of
God-so many many years the subject of the fea,r of dentIt-has passed
the J Ol'dan without feeling the veriest chill of its so long-dreaded waters!
It is wonderful, and all redounds to the praise of the glory of His
name who hath made Him accepted in the Beloved. How fresh to our
remembrance is his last smile, as after the interview to which we at
first raferred as taking pl:ice a few weeks since, he was driven past in
the streets of Bath, in his little pony-carriage. "'IVe remember, moreover,
thinking that, notwithstanding all the doubts he had just expressed
as to his state and standing before God, he smiled Lt farewell to us amid
his fears! It was our last glance at the dear old Major. 'When we
next sec him we trust it will be before the Throne, when we hope
personally to have experienced the ~'same lovingkindness, mercy,
tenderness, and compassion, which he realized in the swellings of
Jordan.
Touching upon this precious theme, we cannot forbear quoting the
lines of the immortal TOPLADY.
"Happy the souls releas'd from fear,
And savely landed there!
Some of the shining number once I knew,
And travelled with them here;
Nay, some (my elder brethren now)
Set later out for heav'n, (my junior saints below.)
Long after me tlaey heard the call of grace
Which called them unto righteousness,
Now they have got beyond!
Converted last, yet first with glory crown'd ;
Little, once, I thought that these
Would first the summit gain,
A.nd leave me far behind, slow journeying thro' the plain.
Lov'd while on earth, nor less belov'd though gone,
Think not I envy you your crown,
No, if I could I would not call you down,
Tho' slower is my pace,
To you I'll follow on,
Leaning on Jesus all the way,
Who, now and then lets fall a ray
Of comfort from His throne.
All, tell me, Lord, that Thou hast chosen me !
Thou who hast kindled my intense desire,
Fulfil the wish Thy influence did inspire,
And let me my election know.
Then, when Thy summons bids me come up higher,
Well pleased I shall from life retire,
A.nd join the burning hosts, beheld at distance now."

Those of our readers who pass ss tho back volumes of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE will find in the August umber for 1867, the substance
of a conversation with the lata beloved Major STUl'lBS. We heard,
from a far off clime. of how that conversation was blessed to readers
in a foreign land. We purpose reproducing at least a portion of the
said article in Old Jonathan for July.

Tlte Gospel Magaztlll?

375

FOOTPRINTS IN THE OLD BEATEN PATH THROUGH THE
KINGDOM OF GRACE TO THE KINGDOM OF GLORY.
To the Eel'itor of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR SIR,-The short account of Mr. Braund's peaceful translation
may be encouraging to those who, like him, have a great fear of
death, seeing how gracious the Lord was to him. Yes, very gracious
I feel assured it was in his case, for the Lord so quickly to take him
across the Jordan. You will remember, dear sir, he dined with you
at Mr. Frunks', when you came to Martock in 1857. The extract from
a letter of the beloved Dr. Hawker is, I think, a very precious one,
and will be read with much interest by many of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
family. What a response will his testimony concerning his felt
ignorance find in many a heart! I have both through the kindness of
QUI' much valued and beloved friend, Mr. Hilbers, of Market Deeping,
who resided in this parish for two or three months last autumn,
ministering the Word to a few poor and needy ones. I also now send
you an extract, with a little addition, from a letter I sent to Mr.
Hilbers some few weeks since. I am prompted and encouraged to
send it by several things which appear in this month's Magazine'especially those from your own pen. It does one good to see we are
not alone-that others sink as low, and are plagued like ourselves.
The same afflictions are accomplished in our brethren which are in
the world. Oh, how do such value a word from Himself! How sweet
and precious onc bright ray from the Sun of Righteousness, you
know by experience.
I am scribbling this, dear sir, on your birthday. The Lord grant
yOll
often such blessed "morning lessons" as you speak of, till
you see Him in all His beauty, and then what shouts of gladness
and victory will arise! "Harvest home" indeed! May" George and
Mary" help swell the song with you, and together cast our crowns
at His feet who alone is worthy to receive (tU the praise.
It has just come into my mind whether the extract of my own is
fit for the Magazine or no-only for your eyes, dear sir, as you know
what shattered nerves are-aye, and sore temptations too. If it is
ilOt, you can put it into the fire. The tears have run down my cheeks
while scribbling this-more like tears of joy than sorrow. What a
poor weak thing I am!
'Vith George and Mary's affectionate love, I remain, dear sir, yours
:respectfully and affectionately,
JJl(tl't(ic/~, March 8th, 1881.
G. HART.
FIRST EXTRACT.
We knew Mr. Braund well. His widow is III the Bromley Home
He was a most godly man, and
for Clergymen's 'Ni'lows.
truthful. He dieu in his sleep, as his wife had no idea of his serious
illr;ess. She awoke in the morning to find herself" a widow indeed."
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I forgot to say, dear Mr. Braund had a great fear of death
-the passage from time to eternity-but the Lord gave him a peaceful
translation, and he did not see the enemy he so long fe:ned.
A. B. H.
SECOND EXTRACT.

Many an error you may find in my poor writings, and much causehave I to be humbled therefrom before God. . . . Going ou t of life a&
I now am (having passed my three-score and four years), I am only now
beginning to learn what a poor ignorant creature I am. That the Lord
hath borne with me so long, and not turned me out of His school, can
only be referred to the boundless and exceeding riches of His grace.
I am daily brought under humbling views of myself; and, indeed, I
know not how it is, but so it is-I am arrived at such a point under
my Lord's discipline, that I feel more pleased in the discovery of some
new leanness of my own than when I have what some think so much of,
experiences, for the former leads me to Jesus, but these latter rather keep
me from Him. A further discovery of my nothingness and Jesus' allsufficiency, created in my soul by the Holy Ghost, I find more blessed'
than all the lively enjoyments beside, when the Person and office of the
Lord Jesus are lost to view.
Plymouth, April 15th, 1817.
ROBT. HAWKER.
THIRD EXTRACT.

I awoke last vVednesday morning, the 19th of January, about two
o'clock. My heart began to meditate terror-dismal forebodings as to
what may be. Seeing the snow so deep and the frost so severe, it
made my weak nerves tremble. But, however, through mercy I fell
asleep again. Awoke again about five o'clock, when I began to mourllo
over myself-envying those who could speak with full assurancewishing I could give out this verse with my whole heart in it, as Mr_
M-- seems to be able to"E'er since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die."

I could not repeat it.
precious in desire"-

All I seemed to be able to say was, "Jesus is

"All I wish or want;
For Him I pray, I thirst, I pant."

But oh, the crushing mountain arising in my mind almost continually
concerning God's permission of sin, and therefore its consequences ~
What trouble this occasions me from day to day! This kind of
things were passing in my mind, when suddenly another voice was
heard, sweetly ancl powerfully whispering" What can injure you,
Ye hedged about of God?"

Oh, how suitable, you, dear sir, can judge! Eyes began to sweli to
overflowing. But that was not all. Soon after, another crowning
whisper came"'Tis well while life endures,
And well when called to die."
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That was overcoming, choked utterance, and caused tears of joy to flow.
When my dear wife awoke, I told her the good news as well as I could.
How these sweet whispers humble and crumble as well as lift Up!
It was the same sweet voice as I have heard more than once or twice
before--once, I trust, when sitting on my dear old chest: then it
was, "Goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life."
Then, again, a few years ago, early on, the morning of my birthday,
when sleep was gone from me through the trouble Mr. - - was
causing me by the wrong things he was saying from time to time in.
the pulpit: "By Thee have I been holden up ever since I was born."
I had no thought of my birthday till those sweet words came. What
a calm for the time follows these sweet whispers!
"And what He is at thy best
He's at thy worst the same."

Bnt oh, the cruel "questionings" when these short visits end I
need not enter into. Dear Ruth Bryan says she was obliged to fight
every inch of ground. Even that precious deliverance which she ha(l
after seventeen years of conflict \"as questioned, she says, by the·
enemy. She understood also that distressing temptation which I have
called "a crushing mountain arising in my mind." (See her Diary, page
385.) "Oh, what an awful fiery dart did Satan cast against my God!
. Oh, it was fearful!" 'What distress it would have occasione<1
her had she felt it from day to day, meeting her at every turn of
her thoughts! None but Jesus can help in such a case. I was thinking
this morning, I would not have that blessed account of the woman
who was bowed together, bound by Satan eighteen years, left out of
the Scriptures for thousands of gold and silver. Ah! Jesus knew
her case, and at the set time delivered her. Oh, how precious was
He in her eyes then! He held her by her right hand all the time.
But what must her feelings have been when He made Himself
known to her 1 Wonder, love, and praise no doubt filled her breast.
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever."

G. H.
DIVINE GOODNESS AND GUARDIANSHIP.
LETTERS TO A FRIEND.-NO. I.
BELOVED OF AND IN THE LORD,-It has been laid upon my heart, and
I hope it may prove to be of the Lord, to address a few letters to you ..
There is, to my mind, a freedom and absence of formality about letters
which are, for the most part, lacking in the more set papers and essays.
Moreover, as far as my own mind is concerned, I think that the
character of the times, in the cloudy and dark day in which we live}.
tends, if possible, to make me more observant of the good and gracious
hand of our God. The more His very existence is set at naught and
His divine rule and government called in question, the more anxious
am I to watch and to testify of His gracious leadings and dealings.
I am sure that none will be more ready than yourself to endorse thr
last verse of that most comprehensive lO7th Psalm: "Whoso is wisp,
and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the LORD."
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In your own wonted kindly interest in my welfare you refer to the
past week. It was onc, indeed, of privilege and mercy, as I will
endeavour to prove.
The older I grow and the less I journey, the more disinclined I am to
vacate my home qU:1rters. Hence engagements which c:111 me out of my
shell become quite a burden as long as they remain unfulfilled. I think
this feeling increases with me rather than otherwise, and this in spite of
the many seasons of refreshing I have experienced in my former visits
to the brethren.
·Well, without further comment, I must tell you tha:t Sunday, the 1st
of May, was, with me (and from all I have he:1rd, with others), a good
day. It was the twenty-second anniversary of the opening of our
temporary church. The dying words of the bte EARL OF BEACONSFIELD, "I am overwhelmed," had suggested a subject for the evening;
but, "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever," I
thought might well be our theme for past, present, and to come. Hence
I took it for my morning text. Vve closed the day's services with a
half-hour's prayer-meeting in the school-house.
Mid-day Monday I journeyed by express to Paddington, where I was
met by a friend and driven at once to Charing Cross; our again meeting
in London brought vividly to my recollection the miraculous deliverance
which both he and I had experienced twelve months and three days
before. I allude to our little less than miraculous escape from the
fire which, in a few minutes after it broke out, within a few feet of
where we stood, sealed the fate of four poor men! In speaking subsequently upon the subject to the brother of my friend, he said that
even up to the present time the scene haunts him, especially if there is
any sudden surprise at the midnight hour. Now, as he described to
me the appearance of these men, as they presented themselves at the
windows, shouting for help a few seconds before they fell back into
the devouring element, it reminded me the more forcibly of the mercy
of which I have sometimes spoken and more frequently thought. It
was that I did not personally hear or see those helpless victims. I did
see one who had escaped the flames. His appearance was quite enough,
without a sight of those who fell back into that fearful fiery furnace,
the flames of which (fed as they were by combustible material) seem cl
to me to rise at least a hundred and fifty feet.
Well, parting with my friend at Charing Cross, I again took the
train. I was alone, and yet I trust not alone, in the compartment;
and, as the train passed on rapidly but smoothly through your beautiful
county of Kent, just then assuming its spring garb, I wa 1 d back in
sweet and grateful review of all the way by which the Lord had led
me for so many years. At Ashford I was met by my second son, the
doctor, and then midway between that and Hastings we were joined
by my eldest son from Hastings, And thence proceeded to New Romney,
where the former is located. I cannot t 11 you what I felt, as I contemplated the merciful circumstances under which we were permitted
once again to see each other. Perhaps this feeling was the more intensified in consequence of my hn.ving two days before received a lettor
from my younger son, in the hr-off Australia, in whie',l he gives
:1 vivid description of his mode of life in that distant :ll1d (in his case)
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desolate region, because he is engag d in survcying and superintending
the laying of the electric telegraph in a part some five-and-twenty miles
away from any human dwelling, and a hundred and fifty miles away from
a sanctuary. As my son, the doctor, had for some £ w y ars been personally familiar with these d sol ate spots, the consideration of present
mercies was the more marked.
Have you ever personally visited the Romney Marshes ~ If so,
you know how widespread and exposed they are. The long-prevailing east winds have made it most trying as a residence during the
last winter. Wr cks too have been very frequent upon the neighbouring shore. The next morning (Tuesday), assisted by my dear son
from Hastings, I baptized my twentieth grandchild. As. I stood in
that fine old church, I thought, under the circumstances, of the
patriarch's words, "With my staff I passed over this Jordan, and
now am become two bands." I cannot tell you what I felt as I held
that dear babe in my arms, and from my inmost soul looked up to
the Lord, that he might adopt both parents and child as His own!
By the way, there is a singular fact in regard to that old church,
which was built in the twelfth century. There is a notice upon record
of a penalty to be paid by any mariner who fastened his cable to
anyone of the tombstones in the churchyard. So that, though the sea
has f:ince receded at least a mile, it then flowed hard by the church.
In fact, it is only of late that they have dug away the ground, so as
to open the principal entrance to the building; and now, in order to
enter, you have to pass down sundry steps.
I have spoken of the widespread and bleal\y Romney Marshes. This
helped me to a thought, as I was driven to the railway station on the
vVednesday forenoon.
The 23rd being one of the Psalms for the
evening upon which I was to preach, I had resolved (the Lord permitting), to take a verse as my subject for that evening. When last
occupying the pulpit at St. George's, in the Borough, I had taken up
Joshua's farewell language to Israel as he looked back upon the past,
with all the Lord's marvellous leadings of Israel. Upon the present
occasion I thought I would, as the Holy Ghost might enable me, look
forward. Hence, I read as my text the Psalmist's "Surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in
the house of the Lord for ever."
But the idea of which I was about to speak was this :-As we were
being driven over the Marshes, which I should tell you abound with
sheep, I saw every now and then a little sheltered nook (so to speak).
These were made by means of three or four hurdles being fixed
together, and each hurdle being lined with straw, made a shelter of
some two yards square. What arc these for ~ thought I, as I saw one
here and there. What ~ Why, it is a provision made by the shepherd
in anticipation of the arrival of those little lambs which are gambolling
about j and, thought I, "Shall an earthly shepherd, with probably no
personal interest in that which is committed to his care, beyond that
'of service-shall he be so thoughtful and considerate, and shall not the
Good Shepherrl, who has laid down His very life, and shed His own
precious blood for His sheep, be specially careful over and ever
mindful of them ~ Yes, undoubtedly."
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And perhaps, beloved friend, this thought was the more intensified
by a twofold fact, which my dear son, the doctor, had just before named
to me. Upon one occasion he was riding with a friend a distance of
forty miles in the wilds of Australia, when, of a sudden, a little girl
ran out of a hut in that dreary region, wringing her hands and crying
bitterly, "My mother is dying! My mother is dying!" My son at
once halted and dismounted.
Upon entering the hut, he found the
poor mother had been four days in labour, and, of course, but for the
timely assistance which he, as a doctor, was enabled to render with the
means which he happened to have at hand, mnst have died. In a few
minutes she was relieved, and he left her going on all well. What
will the miserable atheists (be they members of Parliament or
otherwise) say to such facts as these, proving in very deed that" the
eye of the Lord runs to and fro through the earth, to show Himself
strong on behalf of those whose hearts arc perfect towards Him."
And I dare say you will agree with me, dear sister, in the belief that
perfection of heart consists in a knowledge of guilt and sin, helplessness
and unworthiness, and a corresponding conviction that the Lord
alone can help and deliver. Now, when to this is added the precious
power and privilege of being able to say, "The Lord is my light and
salvation, whom shall I fear 7 The Lord is the· strength of my life,
of whom shall I be afraid 7" This I conceive to be the very perfection or
knowledge.
But, beloved, I must add another example in proof of the wondrons
mercy and gracious care of a covenant God and Father in Christ J esu~.
This fact I had just also heard from my dear son. He was, at the
time of which I am about to speak, in a still more remote part of
Australia. All of a sudden tidings reached him that his younger brother,
of whom I have already spoken, had been taken ill with fever, and
that by that time was in all probability dead! He at once started in
quest of him. He rode through that day and night, and the next
evening was preparing to camp for the night, when he saw in the
distance a fire. He at once made for it, and there found lying prostrate,
and all but gone, the object of his search. He immediately administered the medicines he had brought with him, and as soon as possible
retraced his steps homeward, taking charge of his brother! Dare an
question the gracious guidance of a God, with such proof and demonstration before them 7
Speaking of his brother and his position in that far-off land, my
son, the doctor, said, "My only fear of him is lest he should lose
himself in the bush!"
Dear friend, what could I, as a father, think or say with these facts.
before me, and upon hearing such a remark as I have just quoted 7
All I could but mentally xclaim was, "Into Thy hands, 0 my GOl1
and Father, I commit th m."
Moreover, it needed not distnnc nor n f, r ign land for proof of tIt
requirement of the ever-constnnt, wat hful, anel ceaseless care and
keeping of Him who neither slumb rs nor sleeps. I well knew thn'
the very road by which we were tmv lling necessitated that car
With its deep dyke on either side, here and there left in the m t
unprotected condition, with the common road locomotive frequ ntly
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passing, how quickly might a shying horse back Or run into one of
those deep ditches, and seal the fate of the driver or the occupant.
Ah, yes, I deeply felt how great the need of the watchful eye
and the covenant care of our God, to us or ours, wherever we may
be. There are dangers manifold at home as well as abroad -in the
house as well as out of it-in the country as well as in town-by
common road as well as by rail-upon the land as well as at sea j at
all times, as well as in all places and under all circumstances, we neeJ
the momentary care and keeping of our God.
Let me close this letter by stating a fact which had been named to
me just before I left home, in further proof of the absolute need of
divine protection.
A few weeks since a gentleman of middle age had gone some miles
to inspect some works at Maidstone. Whilst in the building a pipe
happened to burst. The consequence was the place was instantly filled
with steam. The workmen at once made good their escape j but in
his attempts to do so, the stranger got entangled in the machinery,
and had both his hands mangled in such a manner as to necessitate
the one arm being taken off at the elbow, and thc other at the
shoulder! How little did he apprehend what awaited him when he
left his home and his wife and young family that morning, Humanly
speaking, what a wreck for the rest of his life! But, as my informant
told me, sudden and pitiable as was his loss, his mind was so divinely
sustained and his soul so comforted, that he would not hear the circumstance spoken of as a trial or calamity.
Beloved, what cannot our God do 1
Yours, in Him,
A FELLOW-TRAVELLER
to the land where" the inhabitant never says I am sick, and the people
who dwell therein are forgiven their iniquity."
lJilay 11th, 1881.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel lJfagazine.
- My DEAR FlUEND,-From various parts of the world we hear of fresh
disasters happening to our Army and Navy. Within the past month
the public papers have announced the terrible torpedo explosion to a
boat's crew of H.M.S. Cerbm'us in Australia j and the still more terrible
blowing up of H.M.S. Doterel at SANDY POINT, in South America,
whereby over one hundred and fifty lives were suddenly, without a
moment's warning, launched into eternity. The Atalanta, E1trydice, and
Captain, have entombed their hundreds of seamen within the last few
years, and the battle-fields of South Africa and Mghanistan have slain
their thousands under circumstances of the most appalling and perhaps
unprecedented kind. Now, all this serious loss of life affords matter
for very solemn thought to the diligent student of God's vVord, and
the lover of national righteousness. Even the words and names of the
places where these calamities occur, suggest some connecting link
between cause and effect, and the certain knowledge that sin and
sorrow in any people are inseparably linked together, bring us to our

382

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

knees that God would raise up His great power and come amongst us,
not in a way of increasing judgment, but in love and tender mercy.
\Vell do I remember a few years ago, when in connexion with the
Mediterranean Fleet as missionary, a telegram order was flashed out
from the Admiralty in England to the Commandei'-in-chief at Malta,
that the DEFENcE-mark her name-should proceed with all speed to
Civita Vecchia, thirty-eight miles from Rome, to afford an asylum for
the Pope should he have to flee, as it was hourly expectell he would
have to do so, from the violence of his own, the Italian people. The
writer saw that vessel get up steam. and hurry off to her pbce of
destination, which she reached in the course of a few days, and it was
during her anchorage in that seaport of convents and monasteries and
convict establishments, that the Captain foundered with six hundred
hands in the Bay of Biscay. I remember I was having my hair cut,
when the cable brought us the heartrending news of the total loss of
that noble ship, and if ever I felt that Englaud was being GHADUALLY
shorn of he?' stnngth, it was on the receipt of that telegram; and subsequent
blunderings and concessions and wretched expediencies have only confirmed to every Protestant and God-fearing mind, the incipient declension
that is going on in our midst, and which foreshadow the breaking-up of
this great empire, unless God iu His greater mercy prevents it. England
has a long and a very solemn account to settle with God, and it is
the work of this Mission to benefit the men of our Army and Navy by
supplying them in various parts of the world with Gospel and other
sound wholesome reading. The Dote1'el was well provicled with parcels
of tracts and magazines, previous to her leaving Chatham and Plymouth
at the close of last year; but that day alone will declare all the ~ood
that the Lord has done through the instrumentality of these papers, as
also through the thousands and tens of thousands of little books we
circulate from month to month; and still the cry reaches us from many
parts of the globe, "come over and help us," and "enlar'ge your monthly
or occasional box of books." Even while writing these lines, a letter comes
to hand begging for about twenty more copies monthly of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, but which I am quite unable to send, as the funds of the
Mission are more than exhausted, and the last quarter's account for two
hundred GOSPEL MAGAZINE and six hundred Old Jonathan, namely,
£15 8s. has yet to be met in some way other than we at present know how.
Will not friends of the soldier and sailor strain every nerve to
increase our present growing work of shedding abroad the light of
truth 7 I shall be glad to receive at my address, Old Gaol Chapel,
Salisbury, the smallest contribution towards this good cause.
Yours, in bonds that cannot break,
May 12th, 1881.
CHARLES BRIDER.
[We fully agree with the view taken by our correspondent (Mr.
BRIDER) in regard to the present aspect of matters as bearing on longprivileged England. Alas! alas! it seems as though she were ripening for
destruction. Calamities of the most varied and fatal kind are continually
occurring, but the impressions made thereby are of the most transient
and passing character. As a Church and nation we "have sown the
wind, and are now reaping the whirlwind." Whilst Popery and Infidelity are encouraged in every possible way, what can we expect but
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J ehovah's righteous indignation? His Word is set at naught-His
government and control are denied-what, then, can we suppose will
follow bnt the frowns of His Providence? Distress and disaffection are
rife on every hand, and this, we contend, is but the natural outcome
of the course of things which of late years has been adopted. The
one redeeming feature in the aspect of affairs is, that the Lord has still
His witnesses upon earth, and that the salt is considerable, yet it
mnst not be forgotten that He is calling home His servants, and
housing His people it may be from impending judgments.
In speaking of the great importance of the work for which Mr.
BRIDE.R pleads, we only reitera~e w~at we ,have again a~d again put
forth III these pages. We consIder It a movement that IS worthy of
the most hearty support. Had we it personally in our power, we
would at once send him thousands of books and publications, in order
that he should dispose of them in quarters where, as an old soldier
and personally acquainted with foreign stations, he knows they would
be valued. In years gone by we have seen how the military in the
sister isle valued the books and periodicals which were placed in their
hands, and we are repeatedly hearing from the far-off Australia, of the
eagerness with which the works we remit are reacl.
It is a source of real satisfaction to be informed by our friend and
correspondent (Mr. BRIDER) that the ill-fated ship DoteTel was well
supplied with wholesome reading before she left England. Who can
tell what the result of that reading, as far as some of those who were
so soon and so suddenly called into eternity, were concerned? The great
day alone can reveal this. It is for us, dear readers, in every possible
way and by every possible means to sow the seed, and leave the result
with the Lord. Be it ours to remember the great and encouraginO'
fact that He hath declared "His word shall not return unto Him voido
but that it shall accomplish that which He pleases; and that it shali
prosper in the thing whereunto He hath sent it."
It is only within the last hour that a dear brother and fellow-labourer in
the Lord called npon us-we refer to the Rev. J. G. SOUTHBY-who when
speaking upon this very subject of the sure blessing attending the Word
of the Lord, said, that when in India, some years ago, certain troops
en 1'oute made a halt where he was.
He visited them, and spoke
particularly to the sick and ailing.
Placing his hand upon the
shoulder of one of the men, he spoke a few kind words to him, and
said, as he pointed to the Bible he held in his hand, that if he made that
the man of his counsel, what a blessing he would find it to be at all
times and in all places. The soldier listened with special interest, and it
was the privilege and happiness of our dear friend, some two years afterwards, quite in another part of the country, to hear of the vital change
wrought from that time in that soldier's conduct and conversation.
Oh, how did that simple narrative serve to stir up in our minds in
vivid and refreshing remembrance, the times and seasons with which we
were favoured in the early part of our ministry in regard to the
military. MentallY"we are repeating our hospital visits-this scene and
that scene by the sick and dying bed-the convalescent ward addresses' the
full-church services, entirely with and for the military; the funerals { the
coming and going of fresh troops. All, all, comes up in refreshing review,
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and with it the animated and grateful hope that one's feeble iabours in
the midst of those touching scenes, were not in vain in the Lord.
Surely, then, upon these personal grounds it is but natural and most
becoming in us to recommend-and that in the most fervent and
hearty manner-the self-denying labours of Mr. BRIDER, in the great
and important work to which the Lord hath undoubtedly called him.
",Ve do earnestly and prayerfully wish him God-speed in that work.
1;Ve repeat that, had we the means at command, we would most gladly
consign to his care thousands of books and publications in which is
answered the momentous question, " What must I do to be saved ~ "
It was only yesterday we were reading in a back volume of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE a fact which (if we mistake not) we heard from the lips of
the Missionary himself. It was that an old man, accompanied by two or
three of his neighbours, had walked no less a distance than three hundred
miles over the trackless snow to inquire of him the way to heaven. Ah,
~what lessons are these-what rebukes and reproaches-to the multitudes
who have the Gospel at their very doors, but who heed not the great
and grand tidings of salvation, and why ~ Because they think not of
their condition as poor, lost, helpless, and undone sinners.- -En.]

The Olney TeJJt Book and Registe1' j01' Bij·thdays, and Days oj Note: the
Poetj'y jTO'Jn Cowpe1' and Olney Hymns. London: Simpkin, Marshall,
and Co.; OIney: Henry Jackson, Market Place.
ALTHOUGH the compiler of this neat little volume says in the Preface
it is " a little work for the OIney people" it may well be added, "and
those who like them love Cowper and Newton for nobly holding and
proclaiming evangelical truth amid opposition and ridicule." Sure
we are that there are many who will value this work, not merely as
a memento of interesting and (we must add), historical OIney, but
because it helps to perpetuate the names of a vast number who were
indeed blessings to the age in which they lived. With their names,
giving either the day of their entrance upon, or their departure from,
this vale of tears, there are pithy comments presenting in a few ,vords
a summary of their character and work during their earthly sojourn.
It will interest the reader, we doubt not, to know that this work
is the production of a daughter of the late Rev. HENRY GAUNTLETT,
who was vicar of OIney for twenty years. The book before us reached
her in its complete form upon her eightieth birthday! She is quite
an invalid, having been confined to her chamber for many months with
bronchial asthma. Should any of our readers be disposed to order this
work direct from the compiler, Miss GAUNTLETI', St. Paul's Home,
Fish Street, Salisbury, we 11ave reason to know that they would bc
conferring both a favour and a boon to one thus, in her declining years,
and who, from certain circnmstances not necessary here to particularize,
has been called to encounter personal sacrifices. We shall be exceedingly
glad if this passing hint should induce any of our readers to send their
one-and-sixpence direct to the compiler for this precious little volume.
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