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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which :1re in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE POWER AND PRECIOUSNESS OF THE WORD
OF GOD.-" ALL."
(Continued from page 134, Mal'ch Number.)

IN pursuing our subjeot, we would next call the attention "of the
reader to the word ALL as applioable to the passage of the Jordan,
respeoting whioh we read, in the last verse of the third ohapter
of Joshua, "And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of
the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and
ALL the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until ALL 'the
people were passed clean over Jordan." " ALL"- yes, the least as
well as the la8t ! Not one missing! Not a timid nor a trembling
The walls of water on
(me! Not a lingerer nor a loiterer!
their right hand and their left had failed to intimidate a
solitary one, in regard to venturing between, lest they reflow,
unite, and destroy.
And wh.v this confidenoe? Why this
universal fearlessness? Why? Did they not journey at God's
<command? Was not the ark, the symbol of the divine presenoe,
in advanoe of them? Did they not see (acoording to promise) the
waters give way and retire, in order that they might pass
through, as soon as they saw the feet of the priests touoh the
brim thereof? Did they not see the priests standing firm on dry
ground in the midst of Jordan? Could anything have been
more calm, oollected, deliberate? How, then, could they fear?
Why for a moment be dismayed? All would-all must-be well !
In like manner, de'!.r reader, why should any fear in prospeot
of crossing the Jordan? Whilst the passage of the Israelites was
literal, was it not typical also? Was it not beautifully and
blessedly revroseu.tll.ti\'e ot: tb.o b.a.WY ~"S..?~y~~n.(I,~ <11 tb.~ ~W~yy \;r\llj
spiritual Israelite, who, in due time, should realize the same selfpossession, the same courage, the same holy boldness, the same
perfect fearlessness? And why? Beoause the glorious Antitypethe great High Priest-the dear Elder Brother-shall be seen,
and that most clearly, in advanoe of them-yea, standing. as it
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wele, in the very midst of the Jordan, with His benignant smile
and His reassuring words, "It is I; be not afraid!" "When
thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest through
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle
upon thee" (Isa. xliii. 2).
The little but mighty word ALL is set before us in Joshua vii.
in a cautionary and very instructive way. As we learn from the
previous chapter, Israel had witnessed the total destruction of
Jericho, in the most striking and remarkable manner. Still, the
very nature of that destruction was such-so simple, and 'yet, in
itself considered, so utterly out of the question as a means of
obtaining the object in view-that the victory must of necessity
be ascribed to a supernatural power, and most certainly in no
wise to the means themselves. Without that supernatural power
-simple as its exhibition was-the priests might have blown their
rams' horns, and the people shouted, till they drew their last
breath; nevertheless, J·ericho's walls would have withstood both
the priests' trumpets' blasts and the people's shouts, and have
remained as firm as ever.
If, therefore, one was altogether ignorant of the human heart,.
and knew nothing of its pride and self-sufficiency, one would be
altogether at a loss to account for the conduct of Israel, so
immediately after such a marked display ef divine interposition.
They had had such plain and unmistakable proof that the destruction of Jericho was of the Lord, and of the Lord alone; and
that not the shadow of a shade of credit or courage, skill or
strength; appertained to them. Notwithstanding, however, when
the men were sent by Joshua to view the country, "and they
went up and viewed Ai, they returned to Joshua, and said unto
him, Let not ALL the people go up; but let about two or three
thousand men go up and smite Ai." You see they took the thing
for granted. Jericho had been overcome, and so they, in their
fleshly wisdom and creature confidence, concluded that Ai would
likewise be defeated, as a matter of course. Hence they added,
" Make not ALL the people to labour thither; /01' they are but few."
Readers-you that know something of your own hearts, in the
deceitfulness and treachery of those hearts-will you not readily
admit that this was dangerous ground- both a hasty and a hapless
conclusion, upon the part of Israel? Ab! that" they (we butfcU' '' !
Reader, what say you to it? Have YOle not known, as the poor
writer has only too often, what it was to be caught in this snare
-for a tenible snare it is-this "they are but few".2 Like Lot's
choice of Zoar-" Is it not a little one?" In contrast to the
4igh-walled and apparently invulnerable "Jericltos," what sad·
havoc have the "Ais" and the "Zoa1's" made in the experience
of the dear children of God! Alas! alas! how have they pre-
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sumed upon wisdom and courage and strength, and that, perhaps,
like the Jericho conquest, upon the ground of some merciful" and
gracioug deliverance. In spite of that deliverance having been
wholly and solely of God, the facts of the case bearing upon,
their very face the most unquestionable proof and evidence of the
deliverance being of the Lord, and the Lord a~one, yet, alas'!
alas! how ready are our poor hearts, in their pride and self·
sufficiency, to presume upon such deliverance! Hence, to what
defeat and disappointment, what shame and sorrow:, have the
"little one" and the "but few" led!
As a consequence of this presumption-this" taking for granted"
-this "matter of course'''-how have the Lord's unwary and
thoughtless and reckless ones been made but too per30nally and
practically to know the meaning of "the hearts of the people
melting, and becoming as water"! Yea, such can well understand Joshua "rending his clothes, and falling to the earth upon
his face before the ark of the Lord until the eventide, he and
the elders of Israel, and putting dust upon their heads," in proof
of the weight of their sorrow and the depth of their anguish.
What an insight, moreover, have these wonderful contrasts
given to the nature and operations of faith, as set over against
creature efforts and fleshly devices! Yes, in the rich experience
of the Lord's tried and exercised ones, how many a towering
Jericho h9.s fallen before the Gospel blast and the faith's shouts,
whilst the little "Zoa1's" and the apparently "bId fews" have
withstood-aye, and put to shame, too-the creature confidenc(ls
and the free-will dependencies of the poor fallen Adam nature!
But, dear reader, do not let us overlook another blessed ALL
that the Lord Himself, in His own wonder-working way, brought
out of even the seemingly disastrous state of things we have been
considering. In what a merciful and graciolls way does the Lord
J ehovah overrule all events-even the follies and the failures of
His childl'en-bl;ingiog good out of evil, and making use of .their
ignorance and untowardness-even their self-will and rebellionfor the richer, fuller, and more blessed display of His wisdom
and grace, love and mercy, tenderness and compassion!
Now, ,s!'le how blessedly this was brought out, in connection with
the very pleadings He first infused into the heart, and then drew
forth from the lips, of Joshua, Oh, what losers we should have
been, had not these things occurred, and had not these facts b,een
left upon. record!
,
"And Joshua said, Alas! 0 Lord God, wherefore hast Thou
at ALL brought this people over Jordan, to deliver us, into the
hand of the Amorites, to destroy us ? Would to God we had
been content, and dwelt on the other side Jordan! "
What! Joshua, do you so soon forget the Lord's so express
command and direction about the crossing of Jordan? What!
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have you so soon lost sight of the wondrous displays of His love
and power, in regard to that crossing? Are tr.e stones in the
Jordan and on the Canaan·side of Jordan so soon obscured as to
cause such regrets upon your part about having obeyed the Lord
in coming over to take possession of the land? What! the
wondrous scenes attendant upon the taking of Jericho and the
destruction of its people so speedily forgotten as to lead to these
hasty conclusions and thankless regrets? Ah! Joshua, if we did
not know somewhat of our own hearts, in their forgetfulness,
ingratitude, and distrust, we should indeed be astounded at you!
But we thank God. Joshua, for the lesson we learn, instrumentally,
in and by you. We praise Him for overruling, and so wisely
and so well ordering, all the circumstances with which you were
so painfully yet profitably familiar. You have struck the keynote, Joshua, which, blessed be God, has been taken up and
. presented befOl:e the Lord by thousands-yea, myriads-since
your day. We thank God for your simplicity, your fervour,
your ardent and intense pleading. "0 Lord, what shall I say,
when Israel turneth tbeir backs before their enemies? For the
Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land shall bear of it,
and shall environ us round, and cut off our name from the earth;
and what wilt Thou do unto Thy gl'eat name?" (Josh. vii. 8, 9.)
Ob, blessed be God for that so wondrous and powerful a plea!
How striki.ng the argument! At the same time, reader, does not
tbis very state of things prove how low the people of God may
sink, and into what all-but-absolute despair they may fall-'-even
immediately after some of the Lord's most signal and gracious
deliverances? Indeed, we believe it will be found. that, the more
striking and the more conclusive and blessed the deliverances, the
more painful the reaction, the more savage (shall we say?) the
enemy's attacks, and the more God-dishonouring and desperate
the contention of the flesh and the workings of unbelief.
Thus and thus pride is subdued, and the self-love and selfsatisfaction of the creature kept in check, and thus the succour
and deliverance recognized and acknowledged to be of the Lord,
and the Lord alone. He will have the credit of His own work,
and to Him that credit is wholly and solely due. Not one
vestige-not the veriest particle-appertains to the creature; and
the Lord adopts His own course of action, in order to verify this
fact.
Ah! but for these re~traints and these counteracting influences
and teachings, what pride and creature self-sufficiency would be
cherished!
We could but be reminded of this fact this very day, by a
circnmstance which came under our own personal observation.
Happening to meet a young sailor, a few days since, we spoke
of the heavy weather there had been lately. Pvinting to his
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forehead, he called our-attention to a tremendous blow which he
received, during a storm at Easter. A sea, he said, struck him;
and, had there been anything sharp in front of him, he said it
must have gone through him. A'3 it was, he said, he should
retain the mark to the end of his days. " But," he added, "if you
would see what the sea can do. go and look at such a ship.
We were within twenty miles of her." He alluded to the time
when she was in great jeopardy. Having read in the papers
of the day what weather this ship had encountered, and how
marvellous her escape, we embraced the opportunity to-day of going
on board. She was a fine craft. of some 800 to 1,000 tons, built
of iron; but, as she lies at her moorings, looks in the most
pitiable plight it is possible to imagine-a wreck indeed. Her
sides look as though she had long beeu under water. Some of
the ironwork is broken away or doubled up, almost as if it
were parchment. As she was thrown upon her beam-ends in
the storm fOhe encountered, her masts had to be cut away, in
order to right her; and how she at length rea.ched the port
safely is almost a miracle. We stood upon her poop, and
admired her noble build and dimensions, as no doubt her captain
often had done. With all her canvas set, and sailing before a
free wind, she must have presented a splendid appearance. But
how different 110W! We went into her cabins; and, as we
glanced at all the appliances-the captain's cabin especially-we
thought of the "intense anxiety which had been felt there. In
what suspense and excitement must he have rushed in and out
of that cabin, constructed as it is underneath the quarter-deck!
His own life, and the lives of those that sailed with him.
hanging in the balance! But a step between them and death!
What a scene! Where were room for the veriest semblance of
pride or creature self-sufficiency now? ,Vhat c:mld skiU or knowledge or experience do now? Where were need of greater
dependence and the interposition of a supernatural power? With
what little pride and less creature-confidence can that captain
contemplate his ship now! We did not fall in with him; but,
had we done so, we have little doubt but he would have dwelt
far more upon the marvellous fact that they were saved, than he
would have taken the veriest credit to himself or his crew for
aught of skill or experience in regard to that saving.
.
In like manner, only in a far higher degree, does the poor,
tempest-tossed, spiritual mariner shrink from the remotest thought
of taking credit to himself for having rode out or finally escaped
the Euroclydon, or any of those storms or tempests which
now and again he meets with upon his home and heaven-bound
voyage. Ah! no; the severer the storm, the stronger the billows,
the more dangerous the coast, the frailer the barque, the less
ground for fleshly pride, and the greater the need for ascribing
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every iota of the praise and glory to Him to whom alolie it is
due. Yea, the more emphatic the testimony, "Not nnto us, 0
Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name be the glory, for Thy
mercy and for Thy truth's sake." .
But there was yet more teaching-and very important teaching,
too-·in regard to Joshua and his position at this time. Although
he had so lost sight of the Lord's past goodness, and the wonders
he had personally witnessed, and in spite of' his so rash conclusions
and distrustful utterances, the Lord heard and heeded, notwithstanding. "Get thee up," said the Lord; ., wherefore liest thou
thus upon thy face? " Thus we see how the Lord has. His eye
upon His servants, and that neither position nor plea is lost sight
of. "Israel," the Lord says, "hath siuned, and they have also
~ransgressed My covenant, which I commanded them: for they
have even taken of thfl accursed thing, and have also stolen, and
dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own
stuff. Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before
their enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because
they were accurse~: neither will I be with you any more, except
Up, sanctify the
ye destroy the accursed from among you.
,people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against to-morrow: for thus
saith the Lord God of Israel, There is an accursed thing in the
midst of thee, 0 Israel: thou canst not stand before thine enemies,
until ye take away the accursed thing from aillong you" (Josh.
vii. 11-13).
Hence we have proof that the Lord will not in the leastwise
countenance or connive at sin or iniquity, and the facts connected
with the case before us ratify and confirm the reality that the Lord
will have His people severed from the world. They are cam'manded to "come out and be separate, and to touch not the
unclean thing."
, Moreover, we see that the Lord was at no loss to discover and
,to briIlg to justice the offender. Men, in their folly and shortsightednesi, may think to hide themselves and conceal their sin;
but the all-seeing eye of the Most High will bring them f&>rth
to the light. How well may the conduct of Achan teach us to
beware ()f coveting this or that which belongs not to us, nor
appertaineth to the position in which the Lord, in His providence,
may have placed us! Well is it for us, if He has been pleased to
give us a measure of divine contentment, so that we may be
, satisfied with the portion :ge has wisely and lovingly allotted us.
That is a striking Scripture, "Godliness with contentment is great
. gain "; and well indeed may we offer the prayer of Agur--" Give
me neither poverty nor 1'iche8; feed me with food convenient for
me: lest I be full, and deny Thee, and say, "'Yha is the Lord?
or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in
. vain ". (Prov. xxx. 8, 9).
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. How very solemn are the facts with respJ:lct "to the punishment
of Achan and his family! See what his conduct entailed upoq
them, as well as upon himself. "And Joshua, and ALL Israel with
him, took Achan, the son of Zerah, and the silver, and the garment,
and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his
oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and ALL that he
had: and they brought. them unto the valley of Achor. And
Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the Lord shall tro!lble
thee this day. And A!,L Israel stoned him with stones, and. burned
them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones. And
they raised over him a great heap of Etones unto this day. So
the Lord turned from the fierceness of His anger. Wher~fore
,the name of that place was called, The valley of Achor, unto this
·day" (Josh. vii. 24-26).
'What a precious insight into the character of our God, in His
goodness, loving-kindness, and mercy, is given in regard to His
dealings with GIDEON! Turn, dear reader, to Judges vi., and
,following chapters, and there see how strikingly the word ALL is
.repeatedly given. First, contemplate the appearance of the Angel
of the Lord to Gideon, as he "threshed wheat by the 'winepress,
to hide it from. the Midianites." Ah! see how the Lord appears O.J;1.
.behalf of His people, in their low estate, "for His mercy endureth
"I was brought low," said the Psalmist, "and He
for ever."
'helped me." Yes, that is when the Lord does help. Then, and
'not until then, in order that that help might be recognised and
,acknowledged as His' own.
"The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour." Strange
.salutation! but certainly, under the circumstances, not likely to
.be abused. At such a juncture, and with such surroundings, it
was not probable Gideon would become proud and lifted up by
such a greeting. Mark his reply-" Oh, my Lord, if the Lord be
with us, why then is ALL this befallen us? and where be ALL His
miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the Lord
bring us up from Egypt? but now the Lord hath forsaken us,
and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites."
Just the old story, dear reader; poor Gideon, in common with us
Jall, judging from mere appearances, and ready, as it were, to cast
the' blame upon the Lord, and, at least in measure and degree,
disposed to overlook the cause of the rebuke and the chastisement,
and that such are the just reward for backsliding and iniquity.
'What ample reason there is, in regard to all sucb. visitations of
,Fatherly admonition, to fall under the charge, "Hast thou not
procured these things unto thyself?" Yea, reader, and the
sooner we fall under such rebuke the better, and the _sooner is
relief likely to be vouchsafed to us.
"And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy
might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites ;
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have not I sent thee?" Ob, what a cluster of blessings-so rich,
so full, so precious! Reader, we are commonly lost in adoring
wonder, as we contemplate that statement, "the Lord looked upon
him." '1'0 our own mind, it seems to contain volumes. That
look! That look! It bespeaks such tenderness, such consideration,
such interes~, such boundless love and g-racious condescension!
"The Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might."
Ob, what might had he? what power? what strength? what
courage? Ah! what indeed? As far as Gideon· himself was
concerned, he had not a particle of wisdom, strength, or courage;
but that was the Lord's view of matters and the Lord's way of
working, opening up, in that day, what was declared by Paul in
long after day, "I cafi do ALL things through [or in] Ohrist, which
strengtheneth me"; "When I am weak, then am I strong ~ strong
in the Lord, and in the power of His might."
There was, however, in Gideon's case additioual blessedness.
There was a promise-and a most gracious and comprehensive
promise, too-coupled with the command-" And thou shalt save
Israel from the hand of the Midianites." What boundless condescension! what distinguishing mercy! what a blessed pledge!
given, too, at such a crisis, and in the midst of such perilous
ciroumstances; followed, moreover, by the all-important and
reassuring inquiry, "Have not I sent thee?" I, the Omnipotent;
I, the great, the glorious, the self-existent" I AM THAT I AM."
Then mark the fear-the recoiling-the proof and evidence of
poor, frail creatureship-" And he said unto Him, Oh, my Lord,
wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in
Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house." Ah! yes, and
this is the Lord's way of dealing. He almost invariably takes
the last and the least-the last thought of and the least likely-by
whom to do His work, just as in the case of Mosel', the meekest
man in all the earth, or in that of David, the youngest son of
Jesse, the mere stripling, who just served to attend" the few sheep H
on behalf of his father.
Observe, dear reader, the renewal of the promise, "And th~
Lord said unto him, Surely"-(mark the" surely"--the intensifying
the pledge)-" Surely I will be with thee." Then the extensi01l
of the promise-" Thou shalt smite the Midianites as olle man."
Oh, what wonderful goodness and condescension and mercy was
there in all this! But, as if to make it more suitable and still
more in character for the condition and necessities of such poor
fallen sons of Adam as we are, the Lord further details the facts
illustrative of the fear and the frailty of the man with whom He
had to do. " And he said unto Him, If now I have found grace iLl
Thy sight, then show me a sign that Thou talkest with me." Ah!
reader, how rare are the instances, in either Old or New Testament Scripture, in which the sign or the proof or the token of
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the LJrd's appearing or speaking was not asked at His hands f
How little taking the LJrd at His word--how little confidence in
His bare promise! No; there must be something to see-somewhat to gra,sp-so much of sight and sense-so little of faith. and!
t1'USt!
"Depart not hence, I pray Thee," continues Gideon, "until
I come unto Thee, and bring forth my present,' and set it before
Thee." Reader, does not this, think you, in some Eense, appear to
savour of works-some doing of the creature? Perhaps, however,
the marginal reading renders it the more clear, where it speaks
of a " meat offering." Possibly, in that sense, it meant a grateful
acknowledgment, and bespoke some faint belief in, and antioipation of, the great Sin-Offering that was to be offered in the fulness
of time. At any rate, the proposal was acceptable to the Angel,
for, in great condescension and mercy, H9 said, "I will tarry until
thou come again."
But, not to dwell upon the after-facts, striking and full of instruction and comfort as they are, let us come at once to the
interesting particulars with regard to the further sign and token so
earnestly craved at the hand of the Lord by His servant Gideon.
" And Gideon said unto God, If "-mark the" if," reader, after
all that had occurred-" If Thou wilt save Israel by mine hand,
as Thou hast said" (so that he perfectly understood the L::>rd),
"behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor; and if the dew
be on the fleece only,and it be dry upon ALL the earth beside,
then shall I know that Thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as
Thou hast said."
Now do, reader, consider the astounding condescension and
marvellous forbearance upon the part of the Lord-first, in allowing
Gideon to lay down a plan and propose terms for the Llrd to
follow; and, secondly, in that He bore with his continued doubts
and half-hearted belief in His repeated assurances. This becomes
the more apparent as we contemplate Gideon's admission, "as
Thou hast said."
Oh, what a God-how pitiful, how compassionate, how tender and Father-like-is the God with whom
Gideon and with whom we, reader, have to do!
" And it was so." The Lord yielded; He mercifully and lovingly
complied-fell in with the proposal made by Gideon-" for he rose
up early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece together, and
wringed the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water."
Well, well, this was wonderful; so condescending and so gracious-!
And could there be hesitation or doubt, upon the part of Gideon,.
after this. met as he was in his own way, and upon his own
terms? Listen, reader!
"And Gideon said unto God, Let not Thine anger be hot
against me, and I will speak but this once." He felt how unreasonable and how unbecoming his conduct. He was, at least in measure,
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sensible of the nature of his sad faithlessness and his requiring
further proof; hence the language he employs in connection with
his additional plea-" Let me prove, I pray Thee, but this once with
the fleece" (again dictating terms); "let it now be dry only upon
the fleece, and upon ALL the ground let there be dew." Just
reversing the previous line of things-as it were, contradicting
himself. But see the condescension and compassion of the Most
High, notwithstanding--" A.nd God did so that night; for it was
dry upon .the fleece only, and there was dew on ALL the ground."
Reader, after such facts as these, so clearly and simply detailed,
how hard must be the human heart-how desperately fallen our
poor, vile natur.e-=-that we should, even for a moment, doubt, dispute,
or call in question the character of such a God as Gideon's God and
our God, for condescension and kindness-goodness and mercy!
A.nd yet, who of us that knows some little of his own heart,
but must fall under the self-same reproach and condemnation as
that which characterized the faithlessness and distrust of Gideon?
Aye, and, as in his case, the more marked-the more conclusivethe more unquestionable and gracious-the Lord's interposing and
delivering hand, the greater the doubts, the keener the test, the
more callous the heart, in the fleshly and carnal reasonings, even
immediately after such merciful manifestations and gracious
succour and deliverance.
Reader, do you know anything of it, and are you humbled in
the dust on account thereof, as the momentous q~estion is asked,
"Is this thy kindness to thy Friend?"
(To be continued.)

St. Luke's, Beclminster, April 28th, 1885.

THE EDITOR.

AN ACROSTIC.
. DELIGHT thyself in God, my friend;
A ccept His will, and lea,-e the end.
V ow. and let all thy vows be paid
I n Zion, as the Lord hath said;
Devoutly do it, and be glad,
A s thou hast been in years gone by.
Long in the Psalms that lift Him high,
Free as a bird thy soul has been,
Rising to heaven by faith unseen;
E vel.' on wing thy God to see;
Distant thy home that waits for thee.
Despair not for 'thy children dear;
o h, leave -them to a Father's care;
Upward to Him direct thy prayer!
D read not, and do not yield to fear,
N ew are His mercies every dayE ,ery day, through all life's way:
You've found Him "yea," and will for aye.
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SOUL-CHEERING SUNBEAMS.
"And the evening and the morning were the first d~y."-GENESIS i. 5.
WHY did. God put the evening first and the morning last 1 Why did.
He not say, "And the morning and the evening were the first day" 1
No j God's order is, the evening the prelude of the morning. " God
called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night"; but He put
the darkness first and the light last. And, to my mind, this is·a secret
of His ordering, and one that is in one's heart to ask the Holy Spirit
to unfold for us, because I see in it a soul-cheering sunbeam, calculated
to comfort us in our oft dark and dreaded pathway in life.
God puts darkness first and light afterwards in His economy of
creation, grace, discipline, and glory. This is our point. May He
make it profitable to our souls.
Now, in God's beautiful worT,s of creation we note His divine order
-the evening first and the morning last-darkness the prelude of
·light. Just to take one evidence of this, namely, Winter the prelude
of Spring. Earth's universal face has become deep-hid and chill, and
a cold stagnation reigns around j and, even if the cumbrous clods are
made to tumble round the plough, does it not look as unlikely as
possible that anything of life can grow from those heavy clods 1 And
yet, when the messengers of joyous Spring arouse from their dormant
state, when the birds break forth into singing and the bees into
humming, and the lark leaves the clods of the valley, and rises higher
in her flight, filling the air with her vocal notes, and the sun sheds
its welcome rays across the earth, how all is changed, and we sing,I

" The Winter past, reviving flowers
Anew shall paint the plain;
T:he woods shall hear the voice of Spring,
And flourish green again."

But, admirers of nature as we are, and loving to watch the wondrous
changes God has wrought, we love to hasten from nature to grace,
and mark His handiwork among the SOllS of men in the sphere of
sovereign love and mercy.
In the economy of grace, darkness preludes the light. This must
take us at once to our covenant Head; and with Him and in Him
how completely was this divine order carried out-humiliation first,
exaltation afterwards!
Oh, ponder with us the lowliness of Jesus, as He became the
Servant ot the Church-" Who, being in the form of God, thought it
not robbery to be equal with God; but made'Him,elf of no rep~dat'ion,
and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men j and being. found in fashion as a man, He humbled
Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name
which is above every name; that at the name of 'Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in heaven, and things on earth, and things
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under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father:" Here indeed were
the very depths of humiliation-the prelude to the very heights of
exaltation-but the depths, the degradation, and the distress were
first-the cross the prelude of the crown.
Those depths and that degradation, think of them with us, beloved.
"He humbled Himself. He made Himself of no reputation." Hence
His birth, how humble! There was no room ill the inn for His
earthly parents. No; had they been worldly grandees, there would
have been room found therein, and comforts lavished upon them. But
no; the mother of Jesus is to be cast out into a cow-shed, and there
the Lord of glory is born, His cradle being the rough manger therein.
Attached to our old home is a farm, and I often go into one of the
cow-sheds and think, "What! was it such a place as this in which
the Lord of glory was born 1 What a birth-spot, with its dank straw
and queer surroundings!" while hard by we hear the bellowing beast~
and anon some thrusting their heads into the loop-holes of the building.
We repeat, "What a birth-spot!" Truly" He made Himself of no
reputation." And yet, humble in His birth as our Lord appeared, the
Lord Jehovah gave signal token of His majesty and dignity, first making
it known to some shepher\~s who were watching their flocks at night,
of the birth of the long-promised and expecte,l Messiah.
From the
radiance which shone round about them, and dazzled their vision, the
divine messenger proclaimed the thrilling fact-" Fear not: behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord; and this shall be a sign rtnto you. Ye shall find the
Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger"; and this sign,
so lowly, ushered in a life of humiliation.
From our blessed Lord's lowly birth He traversed the wilderness
depths and darkest valleys before us, going into depths, darkness, and
degrada\;ion far beyond anything we shall be called to endure.
Let us glance for a moment, beloved, together at those 'alleys and
depths. A merciless tyrant, aiining at His destruction, ordered the
massacre of all children that could be found who were two years old
But his designs were frustrated iu the case of Jesus, for
and under.
Joseph, warned by a heavenly messenger of the barbarous purpose of
Herod, was commanded to flee into Egypt, with the young Child and
His mother, "that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the
Lord by the prophet, saying, Ont of Egypt have I called My Son."
But who can picture the privation and suffering that were e::ltailed
thereby ~
But the tyrant referred to being cut off by a dire disease, again was
J oseph warned from above to return to the land of Israel. Taking up
His habitation at Nazareth, again was prophecy fulfilled-" He shall
be called a Nazarene." But what was a Na1larene ~ One exposed t()
every contempt and ridicule; so did our blessed Lord go from depths
to depths, yielding obedience to His earthly parents, living in obscurity,
and, as He grew up, becoming the carpenter's Son.
And then, when He commenced His ministry on earth, abstinence
from food was followed by His temptation in the wilderness, in the
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which He had to endure all the fiery darts of the old serpeut. See Him
also, in His onward course, associated with the despised among men.
"This Man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them," was the charge
against Him. Mark His rejection of all earthly honours, as He said,
"I receive not honour from men."
And then, how significant of His life of humi~iation was that act
of His closing days on earth-the washing of His disciples' fep,t-and
that, too, when He was about to ascend to the right hand of the
Father, when there remained nothing between Him and His exaltation
but the cross! "Then He laid aside His garments, and took a towel,
and girded Himself, and, pouring water into a basin, began to wash
His disciples' feet." This was the office of the meanest slaves. When
David sent to Abigail, to inform. her that he had chosen her for his
wife, she arose, and said, "Behold, let thine hand maid be a servant
to wash the feet of the servants of my lord" (1 Sarn. xxv. 41). Our
precious Lord performed this menial work in token of His servitude,
and all this to raise His bride the Church to the exaltation He was
about to enjoy Himself. Ever would she remain in the degradation
of the fall, if He had not" by His life and death, raised her to the
dignity of union with Himself, to dwell with Him for ever. It was
no wonder that the act astonished the warm-hearted but oft-mistaken
Peter. "Thou shalt never wash my feet," he said. But Jesus
answered him, "If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me."
Ah! this touched the tender part of his heart, and, with characteristic zeal, he exclaimed, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands
and my head." But no; there was no occasion for this. The token
was our blesged Lord's servitude, which He accompanied by that lifelesson for His own-the lesson of lasting humility-" Ye call Me
Master and Lord, and ye say well, for so I am. If, then, your Lord
and Master have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's
feet; for I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have
done unto you." Oh, for more of this sweet grace of humility shining
i.ll our lives! There can be no true service without it-no true communion with our God where it is absent. "For thus saith the high
and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell
~n the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the
heart of the contrite ones."
Here, again, is a soul-cheering sunbeam on our pathway, beloved.
Oh, Thou "high and lofty One," fill the souls of Thy redeemed
people with the most exalted views of Thy greatness, and a humbling
estimate of their own nothingness! Low at Thy feet would we ever
lie; and, in our life's walk, give us the sweet grace of humility. We
would desire to be like our blessed Lord, "meek and lowly in heart."
What are we but constant pensioners on Thy divine bounty ~ Where,
Qh, where is there any room for pride and vain glory ~ Self-renouncing and sin-renouncing, we would seek only to be exalted in Jesus.
May our· old nature be more and more crucified, and we learn
increasingly the preciousness of walking with Jesus" in newness of
life," bringing all our emptiness to His all-fulness; so shall we realize,'
however dark tIle path way, soul-cheering sunbeams cast across it.
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. Thus have we dwelt ,upon our blessed Lord's humiliation in life. It
needs us not to ·tell you how increased it was in death. You are
familiar with all the circumstances that attended His ignominy in that
death of deaths upon the a~cursed tree. But all this was, as we have
said, the prelude to His exaltation. Yes j Ohrist was glorified in His·
resurrection and ascension, sitting at the right hand of God j glorified
in the descent of the Holy Ghost on the apostles j . glorified in the
success which attended the preaching of the Gospel, of which He is
the Sum and Substance; and shall be glorified as long as breath lasts
by reader and writer-" God over all, blessed for ever."
And now; beloved, we desire to trace the same divine order in personal experience-evening darkness first, the prelude of morning light.
.
Look with us, then, at the fact of death before life.
We once heard a minister say, "I used to think that, by nature,.·
we were all 'dead in trespasses and sins,' and could not in that state
perform a spiritual act, but I think differently now. It is with man
to come to Christ-to accept the offers of salvation-to only believe.
Man must take the' first step." Poor fellow! I had almost said,
Poor fool! % You learnt that lesson in the devil's school, not from the
Word of God, for that blessed and safe guide and rule of faith, tells us,
in unmistakable language, "You hath He quickened who were dead in
trespasses and sins."
And. mark what that wisest among men said, even Solomon, upon
this matter, before whom the afo.renamed preacher is as a rushlight to
the sun. He said, "Who can say, I have made my heart clean j I
am pure of my sin?" Ah! who indeed? I should respond, Why, only
the man who does not know his own heart.
.But what did~One say concerning this who was greater than Solomon?
"Though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet
thine iniquity is marked. before Me, saith the Lord God." "Oan the
Ethiopian change his skin, or, the leopard his spots?" If they can,
and not before, ye can do good that are accustomed to do evil.
Oh, dear reader, it,is a solemn fact, but I believe perfectly true,
that free-will preachers, who are telling men and women <hat they
have a power which they have not, are making hypocrites by thousands! Why, it is a matter of common observation that those who
profess under excitement to have become converted, fall away and
return to their old ways, just because there was no basis, no Godbeginning in their experience. Oh, it is indeed a God-dishonouring
teaching that does not tell out the Scriptural and experimental fact
of the evidences of the fall of man-that, through that hll, man by
nature is made in the image of Adam j is "born in sin and shapen in
iniquity" j is depraved, corrupt, and perverse in all his ways, and,
without spiritual understanding, receives not the things of God, and is
in bondage to sin and Satan. This is the truth, as long as I live, I
will tell the people, however distasteful it may be for them to hear it,
An honest preacher or
and wounding to creature pride to know it,
.. And well yOll might have said so, dear brother; and are there not thousands
of such "fools" in our day, assuming that there is an inherent power in the
creature which is only to be found in and of the Lord Himself ?-En.
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teacher must tell "the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth," "whether men will hear or whether they will. forbear."
We repeat, then, God's order in the matter of our eternal salvation
is, death first, life afterwards, which brings us to the need and necessity
of the power of the Holy Ghost to make alive; and I do not hesitate
to affirm that a man who preaches the creature's ability to do anything towards his salvation, reverses God's order, 'if ami makes the Holy
Spirit's work of none effect, because, if man can do the first act, why
not the second 7 Why not in and of himself throughout 7 A hiding
of the doctrine of the fall leads to' ignoring the work of the Spirit.
But sometimes we find the true child of God, far from boasting of
doing anything to save himself, fears whether God has done the work
for him, he feels so dead. Beloved, look at that dark and heavylooking bulb. It looks dead, but there is in it a germ of life which,
when Spring-warmth enlivens, shoots forth into a lovely flower. So
with our dark, dull hearts. If grace is shed in warming rays from
the Sun of Righteousness, oh, what a bursting forth of joyous hope!
It may be Winter, but there comes to us "the time of the singing of
birds," when the wilderness of felt experience blossoms as the rose,
when the solitary one rejoices in the companionship of his best
Beloyed, and the desert heart rejoices even with joy aij.d singing.
Lord, give us more of such seasons-more of such soul-cheering
sunbeams on our pathway!
Well, then, if we are to. have preaching and teaching that edifies
the 'Church of God, we must have the creature laid low, the effects
of the fall declared, and then the Holy Spirit's work, testifying of a
precious Christ-the promised Comforter, whom our Lord Himself
declared was the Spirit of tl'uth, who proceedeth from the Father,
and who should testify of Him, Christ.
Ah! when I hear preaching or teaching that honours Christ, and
lays the sinner low, my whole soul be.comes fired with joy, and
magnifies the work of the Spirit. My own writings, now extending
over the lengthened period of nearly forty years, have been to the
same tenor, and I have lived to see God's blessing abundantly accompanying my testimony. Why 7 Just for the foregoing reasons. Our
constant points are-the creature nothing; Christ "All and in all."
The Comforter doing His own work, according to covenant plan and
purpose. May God enable us to continue faithful unto the end, and
Himself take all the glory.
And now, to carry on our thoughts to the afflicted children of God. Oh,
beloved, it is cheering to think tha~ God's divine order in connection with thy tried pathway is the same-evening first; morning
afterwards! Thine afRictions are but the prelude of a glorious ascension; tribulation of triumph; sighi~g of singing; sorrow of rejoicing; .
suffering of serenity. Here blighted hopes will soon give way to blissful
joy; and, as the Winter blasts precede the Spring-time of blessings,
so thy wintry experience is but the prelude of a bursting forth of
never· ending happiness in the paradise above. The gale that shivers
mast and sail ushers in the calm of an unrufRed sea, and drives the
* Undoubtedly he does.-ED.
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one, nearer to the haven of rest. The fettered soul
now in this world of care, but presently a freed soul in eternal sunshine. Ah! and faith does sometimes behold, from the mount of
communion with God, the promised land.
Afflictions, in some form or another, we must have, in passing through
this vale of tears. In the form they vary, but come they will, for it
is our lot and inheritance. Generally I have observed that, if we
think ours· specially severe, if we go to the home of some fellow
Christian sufferer, we shall find theirs deeper than ours, At all events,
all have to tell a tale of sorrow and suffering. All give proof of the
Master's words, "In the world ye shall have tribulation."
None,
however, .will come to us of the deep and deadly character of those
which came upon Him.
'Well, beloved, all this is the dark side of the picture-the Winter
scene-the back side of the tapestry. Presently, the golden side of
the picture will burst forth to view-the Winter gl00m give place to
the eternal sunshine of Jesus' presence-and the right side of God's
handiwork, in grace, providence, and discipline, will show it has been
a right .way, and every stitch in the tapestry in its right place.
Sometimes it surprises the Christian when he sees the ungodly
"flourishing like a green bay tree." It was said of one known to
the writer, "Everything he touches seems to turn into money.~' . Be
it so.
Ab! but mark these words in the Scriptures of truth"Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged,
yet surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God,
which fear before Him: but it shall not be well with the wicked."
Although his days may be prolonged, and everything seem to prosper
in his hands, he will find, after all, his days but as a shadow, and
the substance he has gottell will slip through his fingers.
No, beloved; your position and mine is by far the best, if we fear
the Lord, as I am sure we do. Poor men, who are "rich in faith,
-and heirs of the kingdom," or rich men, who are devoid of spiritul!:l
faith, and servants of Satan-would we not ten thousand times rather
.be in the position of the former 1 Certainly.
And then, amidst all the afflictions and trials the child of God is
-subject to on bis onward journey, how sweet are the exceeding great and
precious promises of God, and how truly do they become sometimes
soul-cheering sunbeams across his pathway, not one of which shall fail!
This was the assurance of the dying Joshua. He says, "And, behold,
this day I 'am going the way of all 'the earth; and ye know in all
your hearts and in all your souls that not one thing hath failed of all
Jthe good things which the Lord your God spake concerning you: all
are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof."
,Solomon also, to the same point,. at the dedication of the temple,
affirmed; "Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto His people,
.according to all that He promised: there hath not failed one word of
all Hi~. promise, which He promised by the hand of Moses His ser-.
vant." And he makes this the ground of assurance for the fnture"He will not leave nor forsake us."
How many we could point· to as soul-cheering sunbeams ac';'oss our·
jpathwlly! Just one or two. Here is one-" He satisfieth the longing
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soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness" (Psa. cvii. 9). Do not
these characteristics fit into our experience, beloved 1 They do into
mine. A longing soul, an empty soul, a hungry soul-a three-fold
test of a living soul. Is it not so 1
Art not thou, dear reader, longing for Christ-feeling thou canst not
live without the communication of His love and grace ~ Dost thou not
know what very emptiness of soul is, and that all the work must be
of the Lord 1 And art not thou hungering daily to be fed from the
Master's table with the provision of the Gospel1 If so, oh, what a.
blessed proof that you belong to the family of God! These are characteristics of the Lord's OWll. They are one and all longing, empty, and
hungry souls.
But just to mark another promise that our thoughts have been
drawn to at this time by an aged servant of the Lord, who says,
"Do ask dear' G. C.' what this means-' 'Vho is among you that
feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh
in darkness, and hath no light ~ Let him trust in the name of the
Lord, and stay upon his God'" (Isa. I. 10). 'Ye would respond,
"Tlud walk in darkness." Yes, marvellous to say, and apparently contradictory, the children of light often walk in darkness. Often now
we feel like a withered and perished thing. But no; there is the
latent hope of "trust in the name of the Lord," that, uncler the vernal
radiance of divine grace, shall, in the Lord's own time, burst into
triumph.
'
"His servant, that walketh in darkness."
There is a passage, to
my mind, which is calculated sweetly to cheer such an one, namely,
""Vhen my spirit is in heaviness, Tholt knowest my path." Yes, He
does, for He led thee there, dear brother or sister; and He knows
you, and sees you there.
Do you say, "Yes; but all this is to those that obey His voice.
I fear I do not" 1 Is it so 1 You certainly do not obey your own
voice, which is all for brightness and sunshine; but, in the very leading into darkness and heavines~, you are being drawn' where the Lord
would have you, that He may in your experience bring forth the
purposes of His love and favour.
Trust on, then, dear friend. There is a silver lining to this apparently dark passage, and he who stays himself upon his God will never
stay himself in vain.
Art thou feelingly walking in darkness, dear reader 1 ",Ve ven ture
yet to affirm that the Christian's most shadow] places are not altogether dark. There are vistas opening in our labyrinths of care and
anxiety which still give a view of divine things. Jesus does shine
upon us in love-visits. And then, remember the season of tears is
but the prelude of a time of joy; and we are all moving towards t4e
climax, the conclusion. '
Dear aged one, to whom I have referred in connection with this
passage, may the promise be fulfilled in your experience, a'3 that climax
approaches, '! At eventide it shall be light." Blessed be God, that light
will be but the beginning of that eternal light in Christ's presence"In ,whose presence is fulness of joy, and at whose right hand are
pleasures for evermore."
24
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Well 110W, dear reader, say, have we proved our point, through the
,leadings of the Spirit, that, when it is written that" the evening
}al:~.. the morning 'v:ere t~e first day," Go.d had a purpose in tl:at
,dlvme order of placmg mght before mornmg-darkness the prelude
~()f light 7 We llave remembered that He has carried out this order
ill His beautiful works of creation, causing Winter to be the prelude
{Br {ipring1 earth's universal face _first becoming deep-hid and cold, ere
,>the ch.eerful Spring prepares it ·for the seed-a time 'when the bees
"begin to -hum, and the birds to praise the Lord with joyous song.
, We have then traced how the Lord J ehovah carries out the same
".order in the economy of grace, especiall.v so in the work of our cove11aut Head, the Lord Jesus Christ.
I t was with Him humiliation
jfi.rst, exaltation last. We have pondered over proofs o~ the lowliness
o{).['Jesus, who "made-Himself of no reputation,"but "took upon Him,self thf;l form of a servant," tracing some of the depths of His degrada,tiOll in His lowly birth, and onwards, as He traversed the dark valleys
,d earthly suirow before us,' seeing how He yielded obedience to Hi,S
,ea.rth.ly parents, laboured as the carpenter's Son, associated with the
:despised among men, refu~ing all earthl.v honour, and, when in sight
,.()f the cross and His approaching ignominious (leath, gave that signifi,;cant proof of. His servitude in washing His disciples' feet-an example
jindeed of humility ~o all His followers, without ~hich. humility there
,can be no true serVIce, and no heartfelt commUlllon With the Master.
'll'urther, we' have traced how th'e same divine order is carried out in
,the Christian's 'personal experience-dead in sin ere they become alive
.'tp God ~ incapable of .changing their na ure, and needing the Spirit's
~,power to quicken to newness of life.
Then we have been reminded
,.how the Lord carries out the same divine order in His discipline with
His own-affiiction the prelude of ascension; tribuhtion of triumph;
;sighing of singing; suffering of serenity j blicrhted hopes before bliss':flll joy; the wintry blasts of earthly care before the placid enjoyment
of eternal rest-drawing attention to cheering promises, which give
",hOp0, however dreary and dark the path"ay may be.
: . In conclusion, dear reader, the evenin cr first, and the morning last--'m'uti tbis be our case in the h01t?· of death.
\\ hen our last day does
_..arrive, may it, be the eve of a happy eternity. And who can picture
"what will-bu,rst upon us, on, that happy lI'orn ~ In spite of doubts and
;fears, the heavenly kingdom shall be reached at last. The Church at
,Smyrna was known to the Angel by her works, tribulation, and poverty;
: but she is enjoined to "be faithfnl unto death., and she shall receive a
,crown of"life." ,I wonder if ,I, shall be understood if I say, a passage
,or promise like, this, looking on the surface of it, makes rne tremble,
,because I think, "Oh, if the crown depends upon my faithfulness to
.attain, 'shall I ever receive it 7" But no, beloved. Scripture teaching bids us look to the' Crucified One with the assurance that it is
,His faitliflllness, and not ours, -tlut h~s accomplished all for us, and
.that will obtain for us the crown of -life. \Ve shall be made "m9re
!.than' conqtlerors." How 7 ." Through Him that loved us."
,~ But there is aJwther and yet more glorious morning light we, m:ust
,refer to, that is in store for us-" He shall be a~ the light, of, the
'morning., even as a morning irithoLlt clouds." . Earth and all,'its toil
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over; heaven with its serenity of rest entered upon. The adverse
storms of life rolled away in the black clouds of the past, and now
set in an eternal sunshine of joy and peace in the presence of Jesus.
The battle over; the victory won. "Weeping may endure for a
night, but joy cometh in the morning."
.
Oh, : is not the thought of an endless, sinless, sorrowless immortality it. soul-cheering sunbeam across our pathway 1 May the Lord,
the Spirit make it to be so to. reader and writer is the prayer of,
Yours in Gospel bonds and brightness,

B~rton-on-T1'ent.

G. C.

:\'

THE "FAITHFUL SAYING."

,
~'FAITHFUL?"

Aye! Oh, listen to it,
Ye who lag behind in doubt!
.
He who came from heaven to do it
Will not, cannot, cast you out!
Have you fled to Him, affrighted
• At the awful power of sin?
{)h, the strength of consolation
Godhath swdrn that ye shall win!

He, the Christ of

G~d-Jehovah

From His own unsullied bliss
Came, unasked, unthanked, unaided,
Into ftgony's aby~s :
Sinless He alllong the sinful,
Yet sin's puni-hment He bore;
And upon His chosen people
Comes sin's punishment no more.

,

Savio.ur - that's His name - oh,
Saviour
Of the,saints around Thy throne,
(H the sinners here who love Thee,
Of' the ransomed coming on,
Fill our days and fill our dreamings,
Fill our hearts and fill our words,
With the power of rejoicing
vVhi,ch Thy saving name affords.
Che.ll1tsjonl.

Oh, what wondrous condescension!
God has dei~ned to say to man .
It is worthy of acceptance,
This salvation's glorious plan!
Worthy? Oh, our God, how couldst
Thou?
Thou a God, and wretches we ;
Thou the Rescuer, we the rescued; .
Ours the boon, and Thine the plea?
. " vV orthy of all acceptation ; "

Kings may hold and beggars take;
God is revelling in gladness
'vVhen He saves for Jesus' sake.
Be not fearful, He who saved thee
Through thy long, ungodly years,
Bears thee safely to the city
Where no sin nor sorrow stirs.
Oh, it is a "faithful saying,"
"Jesus 'came to save the lost! "
But we know not half its meaning
Till, the chilling river crossed,
We behold Him in His glory,
And, remembering our past,
Cry, with joyous exultation,
" Oh, my Saviour, saved at last! "
(MRS.) T. CHo\.PLlli.

WiIo speak aright of the blessings included in the "unsearchable
vic4es of Christ" 7 That is a fine passage, "Eye hath not seen, nor
ear . h~ard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
The eye hath
which God hath prepared for them that love Him."
seen great. things. On a fine night, for instance, how much, and to
what .an immense distance, can the eye behold! And, with those nseful helps,. ,telescopes, how much .farther it can penetrate! And my
thoughts can penetrate farther than my eyes can see or my ears hear.
But the eye· cannot see all, nor the ear hear all, nor the hean conceive'
all; neither can we hear, or even conceive aright, of the" nnsearchable
riches of Christ." Oh, let us meditate more on the great. things w~ich
God has laid up for those that love. Him !-Hill's "Thoughts."
. ~
2 A 2
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THE STRING OF THE BOAT.
from the heights over an expansive ocean view, dotted with
distant vessels, which looked like specks upon the water, one ship
somewhat nearer than the rest, making for the harbour, was an object
of silent interest to the beholders, when a young voice broke the stillness of the scene by the question, "Mother, who holds the string or
that little boat upon the water ~ " The reply was, "It is not a little
boat; it is a great big boat, full of people." The child was left to
draw the conclusion that the craft differed trom his little paper ship
that he had launched on the pond. But the huge boat had its string.
The man at the helm guided the ship, which before long appeared
safely in harbour.
The question of the day is very much after the inquiry of the little
child-" Who holds the string of the boat ~" A numerous host answer
at once-" Man-noble, intelligent, powerful man-made in God's likeness, the representative upon earth of the' Former of all things,' capable
of serving his Maker and doing His will in the beautiful world
created for his use and enjoyment." This is the religion of a, vast
multitude who read their Bible, frequent places of worship, live respectable lives, and pass for excellent Christians. But who holds "the
string of the boat" they never inquire, and where they shall land
never enters their thoughts.
The various modes of Satanic wisdom practised upon man to hide
from him the depth of his fall are only known by the light of the
Spirit' of God, and, unless revealed in the heart, cannot be rightly
understood or felt. However numerous and amiable his social qualities
may be, he is dead to everything that is God-like, holy, heavenly.
This is man universally. Sin, misery, and death are his lawful possessions, inherited from his father Adamj and the depth of his fall can
be fathomed by the fact that he neither knows nor feels his lost condition. In a case so desperate, the foundation of a living religion can
only be laid by God Himself in the heart of a sinner, to make him
know where he stands, as lost and ruined by the fall. The whole need
not the physician; the rich need no alms; but, when wounds, bruises,
and putrifying sores are exposed to view-when starvation stands at
the door-then help is needed; the true state of the case is felt. Proud,
self-dependent man is brought to cry for mercy, to beg for healing, to'
crave for :tlms; and as, step by step, he is brought on his way, it is to
feel his ruin and his need of Christ.
The religion of the present day that finds favour in the eyes of
man is the mixture of divine and human power, which is Popery
in essence, and prepares the way for Popery ill action. Romanists
believe in original sin, and express their conviction in these words"Original sin is that sin which we contract in our origin or conception,
and which we inherit -from our first parents, Adam and Eve; but the
guilt and sta,in of original sin has been entirely washed away by the
sacrament of' holy baptism." This human act, according to the creed
LOOKING
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()f Rome, obliterates the guilt and stain of the fall, and is believed by
multitudes who are not professedly H,omanists. Others there are who
abjure this Popish remedy, and yet are so indistinct as to the nature
and depth of the fall that they deny or nnllify the fact in their
attempts to repair the ruined condition of man. The Prophet J eremiah w,as shown by the Lord two baskets. "One had very good figs,
even like the figs that are first ripe; the other basket had very
naughty figs, which could not be eaten, they were so bad." To the
Prophet the Lord said, "If thou take forth the precious from the
vile, thou shalt be as My mouth." But the drift of our day is to
put the contents of the tlVO baskets into one. The following quotation
from a popular divine is in point:"There is a power which can resist the mighty power of God.
With all our Gospel preaching, how little result there is! But what
is this power that opposes the preaching of the Gospel ~ It is unbelief.
By nature we are born blind; we cannot see the light. ,Ve are not
h:tlf blind; we are dead. blind. By nature we hate God.
We are
incapable of knowing, understanding, or appreciating spiritual things.
"Ve are lost, utterly ruined, and past mending.
What can we do ~
With a deep sense of our utter helplessness, our dead and lost condition, we may cast ourselves upon God. That is what we can do, if
you will only submit. Have you come ~ Will you come ~ If you are
unconverted, it is not because there is not power in Jesus. No; it is
because you have not yielded yourselves unto God."
This is considered by multitudes as preaching the Gospel to sinners;
but the truth is, it is no Gospel at all. The good news that Christ
preached was a ready-made salvation, provided by sovereign grace,
a.-evealed and applied by the Holy Ghost, and suited to the lost condition of sinners who were made by divine power to feel their sins
(Luke iv. 18, 19).
From a popular periodical we give the following extract, which is
associated with surprising descriptions of man's utter ruin :"Why do young people so frequently put off thoughts of religion
ltill a future day ~ Do they imagine they are tuo young to be delivered
from the guilt of sin-too young to be made happy in the love of
God ~ Do they consider that the present time is too soon to be doing
right and serving God ~ Whence can such an idea have arisen ~ "
The answer is supplied by the Word of God (Psa. xiv. 2, 3). As
in matters secular, so in things spiritual. A little sound experience
goes a long way in learning truth.
What is the testimony of
the aged respecting their young days ~ "Childhood and youth are
vanity," they can only recall. Death, juugment, heaven, hell, sin,
salvation-are these the thoughts common to the young ~ And is the
general desire of the young to be "delivered from the guilt of sin, and
made happy in the love of God " ~ That profession is plentiful we
do not deny; but it requires an omnipotent power to turn young or
old from darkness to light, and bestow the gift of repentance, whereby the sinner is brought to see and feel his lost condition. Young
or old will put off thoughts of God to the day of doom, unless
sovereign grace arrest them, and the voice of Him who is "the Resurrec.
tion and the Life" says, "Come from the four winds, 0 breath, and
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breathe upon these slain, that they may live." This is the substance of'
,the GO~Jlel declaration, " Ye must be born again"; and with life comes
want, 'and want makes room in the heart .for God's salvation from
feltsjn and fear of eternal punishment.
A, popular preacher lately gave an illustration of modern divinity
thro,ugh the following anecdote. A lad who earned a precarious livelihoo<]: by gathering the eggs of wild birds, fastened a Tope to a crowbar,
and let himself, down into a cleft of a rock. As soon as he had reached
foot-hold, the rope escaped from his hand. What was to be done ~ To
remain was starvation; to attempt to descend was death. The rope was
There was but one way left-to jump and
still swaying to and fro.
catch it. He made the venturous spring, caught the rope, and was saved.
" Now, sinner," said the preacher, "the rope represents Christ. You
must make the spring, and lay hold of it; and,if you do, you are
saved."
The preacher, in his parable, left out one leading fact, ,vhich the
Word of. God declares-that man, by the Adam fall, is "dead in tres-'
.passes and sins"; nor can any see or feel their danger till enlightened'
by the sovereign, discriminating grace of God. Exciting illustrations of
this sort,' based upon a supposed ability in man, are usually followed
by offering Christ and salvation to the audience as though ,sOme
material substance was· possessed by the speaker that he had in readiness to give, and they had' the power to take.
"But," say some, "what of certain texts that bear us out in this line'
when addressing sinners ~ Did not the apostles tell the people to
repent, to believe, and such like ~ " True, but not on the foundation
of .free-will and human power. The language of the apostles was
instruction to set forth, not the ability of man, but the power of God'
in producing the results that God alone could give (Ezek. xxxvi. 26).
They taught sinners that the .way ,of salvation was, belief in Christ
Jesus, but they never said, "You can believe if you like. You can
lay. hold of Christ now. It is the easiest tiling in the world to come to
Jesus." These delusive additions plainly prove that the depth of man's
fall is not recognized by the speaker.
. Repentance and remission of sins is in brief the message of the
Gospel, and, when applied by the power of the Holy Ghost, prove
evidences of new creatureship, wrought in the sinner by the same
sovereign power that wrought salvation t01' thp, sinner. Christ is a
true and substantial Surety in every respect. He undertook to redeem
and to save His people, and to conduct them to everlasting bliss; and
all the methods that lead to this end are in His hands to accomplish.
All the qualifications, proofs, and evidences that the ruined condition of
man requires, Christ has engaged to produce in the sinner, as part and·
parcel of His finished work; and, by thf\ revelation of this to the soul,
the result is pardon and peace in the heart of the sinner.
" On this condition have I allThat all is unconditional."

Hence flow the welco~e promises, the bounteous' invitations, the
. gracious encouragements, sr:a.ttered up and down in the 'V ord to poor,
sin-sick, devil-driven) and world-hated sonls, 'who are fleeing from the
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wrath to come,
Redeemer, shall
song-" Honour,
the throne, and

and, led by covenant mercy to the feet of a dearbe received into everlasting bliss, to join the heavenly',
and glory, and power be unto Him that sitteth upon V
unto the Lamb, for ever and ever!"
:

DEW-DROPS.
" What think ye, tlLcLt H~ tciU not Gome tu the feast?" -J OHN xi. 55.
SUCH was the question and matter of dispute which arose in the minds·
of m3.ny of the ,Jews, who '\'ere preparing for the coming feast. Were
they eager for His company wherewith to grace the fea'st, or whereforeis thcir anxiety 7 The Sanheclrim has published an order for the discovery of Jews, and the Jews well knew that, by law, all males appeared
at the feast.
.
Oh, may our anticipation and realization of this subjer:t, viewed. ill> ;
another light, be blessed to our souls, while we contemplate the glorious.
fact that He will be present at the feast, for His OWn hands l:avcprepared it !
At the mention of "feast," our minds are led back to the Passover,. 'l
that commemorative feast instituted in remembrance of the blood whose!:'
efficacy preserved Israel's first-born, whilst the first-born of the EgyptialJs-'
were slain, becJ.use they had not the blood sprinkled "on the two side
posts and on the upper posts of the houses." Thus was the. :lommand.
given-" And this day shaH be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall
keep it a feast to the Lord throughout your generations; ye slu11 keep
it a feast by an ordinance for ever" (Exod. xii. 14). Thus was it
ordained by God to be a blessed" time of memorial," and rememhei'od .
and handed down in times to come with joy and thankfulness ::-.t s ,';
great and marvellous a deliverance from dea.th.
Now, "the Passover was at hand," we read in John ii. 13, and thepreparation for this was made, according to our way of reckoning, on,·
the Thllrsday evening. Oll Friday, the paschal lamb was slain and_'
eaten; on Saturday, the Sabbath, was the first convocation of the feast;
and on Sllnday, the offerings of the first--fruits were made. So this
memorial, instituted by Jehovah Himself, was carried through all generations; and no wonder, when they remembered why it was commancl'ed':
of them to keep a· feast, whilst to us the type speaks far greaterblessings. The blood of sprinkling had saved them from death; ::md'
we, in the language or Paul, can say, "\V e have 'boldness to enterinto the holiest by the blood of .Tesus, by a new and living way, which
He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh.' "-,
And it had brought them deliverance from bondage; whilst we, byHim, are delivered frol11 the bondage of sin and Satan, and translated
into the kingdom of His dear Son. Yes; from leaving Egypt to the'
entering of the land of promise, we shall keep the feast, and have need,
to remember all the way of covenant mercy.
Moreover, it was a mark of distinguishing grace and mercy in all a~es.
Israel was distinguished from Egypt, as the f~w followers of the-'
Lamb are separate from the world. The fewest of all people-'-the children.
of Bethlehem-Epbratah-are saved by the shedding of the precious blood'~
of their Paschal Lamb, and these few gather together to com'TIemor::ili~:

-------------
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Ris rl'yin~ lo\'e "in remembrance of Him." Had t.here been no lamb
§lain ill anyone of the houses of the children of Israel, what could
nave kept the destroying angel from entering 1 But the blood is seen,
and they are safe. So God looks upon the blood of His dear Son, and
will have no more sacrifice for sin, but accepts us in and through the
lllerits of Jesus' hlood.
" The paschal lamb which Israel slew,
Ye seed of Jacob, speaks to you;
Sets Jesus f"rth, from blemish free,
His blood the sign of pe~lce to thee."

Thus, whilst Jesus Himself instituted the Last Supper, to be kept
in remembrance of His dying love, emblems, types, institutions, and
tokeas sink iuto their proper place, whilst the heart of a true-born
child of God goes out after the true Passover, and can say, "Christ our
Passover is slain for us, therefore let us keep the feast."
Oh, we have a fea,t to keep indeed, in thinking upon His wondrous
love-His dyiag that we might live-His living again to all eternity,
to bring us safely home to God! Yes, He sees to our safe passage
thither, aad He remembers we are strangers and sojourners here.
Think for a moment at what a cost we are delivered from Egyptian
bondage, and for what a purpose! How it marks us and brings us
apart! "What a select little company that He communes with, teaches
and educates for mansions of bliss which He has prepared for them,
and to which His OWIl honour is engaged to bring them!
Ami is there ever a feast amongst His children but Jesus is present 1
or, to put it in another way, would it be a feast were He not
there 1 . Nay, the Master of Assemblies has promised-and His word
is very sure--" ViThere two or three are gathered together in My
name, there am I in the midst "-thus by His own words numbering
the very few, even to two or three, in whose hearts the .living
aspirations go forth after a risen and ascended Saviour, where He
deigns to make His abode. On Him they feed, the Bread of Life.
On-,Him they live. the Fountain of living waters, the Well-Spring of
everlasting life. Yes, He is our very Passover, slain for us, therefore,
"let us keep the feast." And He loves to be present, whilst Re
promises, "Them that honour Me I will honour."
Oh, for more memorable walks and talks with Jesus-for more
seasons of delight and hearts burning within ns while He walks
and communes with us by the way!
Oh, for more of these
"times of memorial "-these feasts which Jesus graces with His
iweet presence-yea, which causes it to be a feast nnto our
souls! Then it is that., in making our souls to "feast upon fat things,
a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on
the lees well refilled," we are led upward in anticipation of what we
shall be, when He who is our life appears, and sends forth the
sllmmons to "Come up higher!", when we shall join, "as it were,
the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and
as the voice of mighty thunderings, sllying, Alleluia! for the Lord
God Omnipotent reigl1eth! Let us be glad and rejoice, andgi\'e
honour to Him; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife
ilath made herself ready."
R.
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:REDEMPTION-ITS NATURE AND' EXTENT.
A PAPER READ AT A CLERICAL MEETING.

(Concluded irc", page 283.)

5. THE special feature of the sacrifices was, their exclusiveness. We,
do not read of a single sacrifice being acceptable to God unless offered
by a priest under the law, or by one of the Lord's family. All these.
sacrifices pointed to the one Sacrifice which was most exclusive in its
character, and which entirely superseded all past gacrifices, and annulled
all future sacrifices, except those of a broken and a contrite heart. Cain
offered an unbloou.y sacrifice, but he was not of the seed-royal, and his
offering was not accepted. Saul essayed to sacrifice, but guiltiness was
the sure result. Hundreds profess, in these days, to offer an unbloody
sacrifice. They emulate the presumption of Cain, and plead the apology
of Sau!. Redemption is not dependent upon any human method, however fascinating. It stands as a supreme, exclusive act of a covenant
God for a covenanted people.
6. The dress of the high priest was made according to God's special
'instructions. The holy garments were "for glory and for beauty"
(Exod. xxviii. 2). Each part of the dress answered some divine p~rpose.
'1'he breastplate of judgment was decorated with twelve precious stones,
on which were the uames of the twelve tribes of Israel. See Exodus
xxviii. 29, 30, for an account of Aaron bearing the judgment of the
children of Israel upon his heart continually., What a sweet picture
of the work of redemption for and in the people ot God! What a
precious type of the names of all the ransomed being on the heart of
their Redeemer, and of the judgment due to their sins being borne by
Him alone! The names of the tribes were also engraved on two stones
which were ,fixed upon the shoulders of the ephod worn by the high
priest, this being a type of the preservation and upholding of the
family of Zion by their High Priest. Hence, we again observe the
particular redemption of those whose names are written in the Lamb's
book of life, or, as it is expressed in Isaiah xlix. 15, "Behold, I have
graven thee upon the palms of My hands; thy walls are contiuually
before Me."
7. Again, we see, by blood-sprinkling, the sanctification or setting
apart of the redeemed. All the vessels of the sanctuary were sprinkled
by blood, and were thus dedicated to the service of God.
This was
not man's notion, but God's direction. Allusion might be made to
the sprinkling of blood before the terrible wail that arose in Egypt.
All goes to prove most conclusively that there can be no dedication to
God's service, and no setting apart of God's people, but by the sprinkling
of the bloorl of atonement. Natural blood of beasts might be sprinkled
by the priests, but the spiritual blood of the ne\v covenant can only
be sprinkled by God the Holy Ghost. No man has any power over"
the blood of God. It is far too sacred to be handled by humanity,
fallen and depraved. Examine the glorious description of the triumphant
destiny of God's people, narrated in Hebrews xii. 22-24. See also
Hebrews xiii. 20, for the effects of the application of the blood of the
covenant; also Hebrews ix. 19, 20.
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8. The right of a kinsman to redeem opens up the great question of
kinship, br'otherhood, and eternal union. Only a kinsman could redebm,
and only the children of Israel could participate in the redemption.
Under
This matter is beautifully illustrated in the history of Ruth.
the Jewish economy, there was a redemption from bondage, a redemption
of the .first-born, aud a redemption of property. The Book of Ruth
illustrates the redemption of property, and the purchase of her who had
the -sole interest in the property. The action of Boaz was in accordance
with Jewish la~v, which was a divine law imposed on the nation. The
action, so fruitful in results, foreshadowed the great work of atonement
by the spiritual Boaz, resulting in the purchase and marriage of the
spiritual bride. The Spirit of the Lord, by Isaiah, prophesied thus"Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken j neither shall thy land any
more be termed Desolate j but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy
land Beulah: for the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be
married ,. (Isa. lxii. 4). When once the kinsman had redeemed either
land or property, the transaction was complete. No one could have
deprived Boaz of the property which he had purchased, and nothing
but death could deprive him of the person he had married. The
whole transaction was of the Lord, as stated in Ruth iv. 14. Hence,
the redemption by Christ Jesus of His land, His Church, His Beulah,
His bride, is perfectly complete, and no iuterference on the part of
any man or devil can qualify the effects of the great work, or sever
one member from the circle of the redeemed family.
In the work of red.emption, there must of necessity be union, otherwise there' can be no purifying or washing. A man may be charged
with murder, found guilty of the crime, aud sentenced to death. A
stranger may offer to die in the man's stead, and endure for him
the law's stern penalty. But such death could not wash away the
guilt from the criminal. Although the penalty of the law was endured,
the man would still be a mnrderer. But, in the associa ion of Christ
and His Church, there is a far nearer union than that of mere kinship
-there is an absol~te, eternal union in one body. The Church is
bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh, joined to the Lord, and one
spirit-He the Head, they the members. So the Head suffered for the
sins. of the body, and the law was not only magnified, but the body
was entirely and completely sanctified, washed, and cleansed from all
guilt, and made spotless, pure, and holy in the Lord's sight. The
redemption effected nothing outside kinship, but it effected everything
.
within the one body.
. 9. The nature and extent of redemption may be gathered from the
exalted character of the Redeemer. The work was :1ccompIished by
the eternal God, the Holy One of Israel, perfect in attribute, in purpose,
Of Him we read, "His work is honourable and
and in action.
glorious: and His righteousness endureth for ever" (Psa. cxi. 3).
"But our God is in the heavens: He hath done whatsoever He hath
pleased '> (Psa. cxv. 3).
Time would fail to tell of tbe glorious power of the Lord J ebovah,
the Redeemer of His people. Isaiah bears strong testimony to the
bord's omnipotence. All the prophets, patriarchs, apostles, and saints.
bear similar testimony. The work that required such a Saviour must
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have been stupendous. No man could be found to ransom his fell'ow,
or even himself. No angel could have succeeded in satisfying the
demands of justice. Hence, the work of redemption co'uld only. be
undertaken and achieved by God alone.
10. The character of the redeemed is in striking contrast to the'
character of the Redeemer. No language can over-estimate the degradation, the fall, the depravity, and the 'wretchedness of man's condition.'
Men judge of each other comparatively j and, unless taught by the Spirit,
they judge unrighteous judgment. They think that humanity is not
utterly degraded and fallen, and that such parts of the Scripture as
Romans iii. do not apply to civilized people. In fact, they think that
man only needs a little Saviour, if at all. This is one more proof,
of their utter estrangement from God. Instances and passages innti'l}
merable might be quoted, to prove that the world was, and is, "lying
in the wicked one." Hence, the condition of mankind required a great
and insuperable remedy; hence the folly of those who expect that
redemption is dependent for its efficacy upon a seething, mas,s o~
estranged humanity, which is at direct enmity with God. The depravity
and. the enmity are so vile and actively employed, that only the
sovereign grace of God can interpose a check----:'Jllly the redemption of
Christ Jesus applied can have the least efficacy. What a contrast. is,
the character of lost man to the dignified and unsullied character of.
the Lord God Almighty!
,.
11. Now, see the value of the ransom paid to law and justice 'as a
satisfaction for the guilt of the lost, for the Son of Man came "to
seek and to save that which was lost." He came to give His life a
ransom for many. He came to purchase the Church with His own
blood.
He came to bring in an eternal redemption by' His own blood~;
The price was "not of corruptible things" (for corruptible things could
not ransom corruptible things), "but the precious blood of Christ, as'
.
of a Lamb without blemish and without spot."
. The exalted character of the Saviour proved that the work of
redemption was complete, certain in its design, and equally certain in
its fulfilment. The Saviour could not 'suffer an unknown or uncertain
or imperfect death. He could not make a conditional atonement,
which would have been no atonement at all, and quite unworthy of a,
God. Jesus Himself declared positively, "I lay down My life for;
the sheep."
The sheep could never fulfil the least condition in the
great enterprise of redemption, and such was never required of' a
single soul. The desperate condi ion of the Church, as she fell in
Adam, required a remedy of perfection, spotless in its character, and'
all-powerful to purge and cleanse.
.
The great price paid was sufficient to accomplish the purpose'. of
Such a price was never paid'
God in the salvation of the Church.
before. ,It satisfied every demand. It brought in an eternal redel)1ption. It was a soul·,offering for the seed of the woman. "The pleasure
The travail of His soul was
of the Lord prospered in His band."
accepted, and satisfaction followed. How could Jesus" see of the-travail:
of His soul, and be satisfied," if His atonement was unsatisfactqry ~
How could the Lord be satisfied, if He died to save the whole world,'
seeing that such a multitude is found in the broad way that leadeth
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to destruction ~ A redemption which has left the principal part
undone, which leaves the issue to man, and which is precarious in its
nature and extent, is not the eternal redemption wrought out so
effectually by the omnipotent God. The work of Jesus is not precarious. It is settled, definite, certain.
12. To sum up the matter, examine the wonderful testimony of
Scripture to the character and extent of the atonement. "The work
is always ascribed to the Lord Jesus Christ., by all who have spoken
of it. Jacob, Job, Moses, David, Asaph, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Paul, all
saints, and all the glorified, give all tl,e honour, all the glory, all
the praise, to the Redeemer. They do not ascribe one atom of the
work to themselves. Such a monstrous piece of presumption is left
to our latter day, with its full·fledged Arminianism.
What is the collective testimony of the glorified ~ .. Thou wast
slain, and hast redeemed us' to God by Thy blood. out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation" (Rev. v. 9): Mark the
words, "out of." 'What a volume of meaning is couched in those two
simple words! They seal the doom of man's aspiring notions respecting having to do part in the mighty work of salvation.
.
What is the testimony of the Spirit of the Lord ~ The spiritual
Israel are redeemed unto God to be a people unto Him for ever.
.. And what one nation is like Thy people, even like Israel, whom God
went to redeem for a people to Himself1" (2 Sam. vii. 23.)
.
The 10'lth Psalm is a true picture of the life of a child of God. It
s.bows the leadings and guidings and trainings of the flock of slaughter.
The footsteps are vh'idly marked, and they show the enduring mercy.
of the Lord. But who are the characters ~ The redeemed of the Lord,
gathered by His mighty power, sovereign grace, and effectual calling
"out of" the lands "from the east and from the west, from the north
and from the south."
The Lord knows where the scattered ones are
situated. He sends redemption unto His people (Psa. cri. 9). " He
hath visited and redeemed His people" (Luke i. 68). "He shall save
His people from their sins" (Matt. i. 21). "And the ransomed of the
L01'd shall return, and come to ,Zion, with songs and everlasting joy
upon their heads" (Isa. xxxv. 10). "For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob
[the spiritual Jacob], and glorified Himself in Israel" (Isa. xliv. 23).
See how inclusive are all these texts. Redemption is in connection
with His people, with Jacob, with Jerusalem,
Redemption, then, gives liberty and rejoicing in the Lord. It is
the theme of praise and song, and none but the redeemed can ever
learn the new song of Moses and the Lamb.
Redemption is, therefore, a stupendous work, which none but
Immanuel could perform. Redemption ensures washing, cleansing,
separation, and justification to all the redeemed. Redemption ensures
the total forgiveness of all the sins of the whole Church of God"' Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect ~ It is Christ
that died." Redemption ensures deliverance from evil, bondage, curse,
.and sin. Redemption is definite and particular-" As Thou hast given
Him power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many
.as Thou hast given Him." "And all Mine are Thine, and I am
glorified in them." Redemption is finished, and is, therefore, free from
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all creature couditions.
Redemption is solely for the family circle.
It is limited to kinship and eternal union. It is limited to all the
Church of the living God. Redemption ensures eternal life, for eternal
redemption is obtained by blood. "The redeemed of the Lord shall
return" (Isa. H. 11). "The redeemed of the Lord shall walk there"
(Isa. xxxv. 9). Redemption secures to Jesus _the possession of the
Father's gift-" I have redeemed thee; I have called thee by thy
name; thou art Mine" (Isa. xliii. 1). "As for Thee also, by the
blood of Thy covenant, I have sent forth Thy prisoners out of the
pit wherein is no water" (Zech. ix. 11). Redemption ensures access
for all its objects to the mercy-seat-" But now in Christ Jesus, ye
who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ"
(Eph. ii. 13). Redemption was planned by Jehovah in council, was
effected by the Son of God in the flesh on Calvary, and is manifested
by the Holy Ghost to every chosen vessel of mercy.
Such a full, finished, free redemption meets the case of every heartbroken, weary, heavy-laden, thirsty, hungry sinner. The redemption
of these characters, made so by the Holy Ghost, is very precious, and
redounds to the glory of God.

RELIEF OF THE POOR.
As the subject of the reliif of the poor has of late so much occupied
the public mind, and as personally we have for so many years taken
so practical an interest in our parochial soup-kitchen, we gladly copy
the annexed from the Hastings and St. Leonards News, upon" Ohildren's
Penny Dinners at Ore":To the Editor of the News.
SIR,-I should like, through the medium of your valuable paper, to'
thank the many friends who have kindly taken an interest in, and contributed towards, the children's penny dinners at Ore; and perhaps a
few facts respecting the latter may be interesting to them and to your
readers generally.
The number of dinners given during the past winter has been 6,219'.
The cost, exclusive of the cooking apparatus and plant, has been as
near as possible one penny-farthing each. The winter being an excep-tional one, with regard to distress, a large number of children were'
admitted by free tickets, distributed to them by the school teachers,the district visitors, and others; but this and the whole expenditure
above the pence received has been fully met by the contributions.
which have been (unasked) most kindly given.
The cooking apparatus, procured from Messrs. WALKER and EMLEY,.
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, has worked admirably. At our commencement,
there was a doubt as to whether it would be possible to cook the food
satisfactorily upon the school premises, and still more a doubt as to'
whether it could be done in one of the school-rooms; but we have, not
experienced any difficulty. The apparatus was set up in a corner of
the main school-room, and there, day after day, the food has been
cooked without the slightest inconvenience. A visitor would hardly
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have been aware that any dinner was being prepared, until ~he time
for serving i~ arrived. The food being made ready t,he day before,
and the gas turned moderately on, the apparatus has done its work
almos~ automatically.
A close-fitting cover has kept in all heat and
smell, and, at the appointed dinner_hour, all has been found ready, almost
as ,if by magic.
, Our 'experience has been somewhat singular with regard to the tastes
-~f the children. We have found that they have strong likes and dislikes; Recipes which seem to hav:e answered well in other places have
not answered well with us; whilst, on the other hand, some other
recipes have answered admirably; and some ordinary fare has never
failed to please, such, e.g., as pea-soup, suet puddings with jam or
treacle, and meat sandwiches.' Speaking of meat, how much some of
the poorest children seem to like i~, asking eagerly for more, and even
for the barest bones to pick! One could have fancied that they had
!lever tasted it before.
There has not been any stint in the amount
Qf food given, except on one or two occasions, when the number of
QUI' youthful gues~s has been larger than we had anticipated; althoagl;J,
even 'for such emergencies as these, we were generally prepared, by a
reserve of a ham or a piece of boiled bacon; and every day's dinner has
been supplemen~ed by a slice of bread and jam.
On one occasion, a mother came and complained that her child could
not eat the food given; but, on inquiry, it W:lS found that the child was
ex~remely delicate-so much so that she habitually refused ordinary
food such as children scarcely e'ver refuse-and it was rather amusing
to see the change of feeling which the mother showed whEn, at our
request, she sat down near the children, and tasted the food for herself.
Very seldom, she· said, did her children get so good a pudding' at
home.
It has been exceedingly gratifying to see so many poor little onessome hungry looking, ill-clad, and cold-well fed and warmed for at
~east once in the day, and it has amply repaid the trouble connected
wi~h the work. Several parents have heartily expressed their gratitude i
and Mr. GUNNING, our Honorary Secretary, says that he ha<=; observed
a marked improvement in the children-an improvement in health and
an improvement in manners.
I may mention that the success of the dinners has been largely
owing to the interest taken in them by many kind helpers,' especially
the Honorary Secretary, the School-mistress (Miss RODNEY), her assistants, and the efficient Oook (Miss OO:MPTox)..
I am, sir, yours truly,
D. A. DOUDXEY,
Recto?' (If Ote.

,
. MR. FOXE, who wrote' the "Book' of Mar~yrs," had an utter con-,
tempt of any ostentatious display of sanctimony. Meeting' a female
acquaintance, with her Bible in her hand, who was making a merit,
tlAat. she was going to church, Mr. FOXE advised her to return home.,
"When, .then," said .she, " would you have me go to church 1 " " \Vhen
you tell no one of it," was the answer.
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FAITH AND ITS FRUITS.,
IF I know anything about faith, sure I am that, in accordance with
its character, as' a principle of trust and dependence, in the absence of
sight and sense, it is most in exercise when stock or store is at its
lowest ebb. Repeatedly have I found it to be so in a way of personal
experience, richly ratifying the verity-'
" 'Tis precious faith the promise sees,
And trusts to Cluist alone;
Laughs at impossibilities,
And cries, . It shall be done! ' "
Ah! what shame one takes to one's self, in looking back over the
countless changes in one's lengthened pilgrimage, and contemplating the
marvellous interpositions and all·bouiltiful supplies of the Lord's merciful and loving hand, and yet, alas! alas! that one should find one's
<lel£ to be so fearfal and trustless about the little future-the mere
moment of the time-state-that remains, as though the Lord were about
to withdra"ll, to forsake the work of His own hands, to leave matters
in confusion, and fail in, the fulfilment of His own word of "bringing
off the top-stone with shoutings of Grace, grace unto it !" I am bound
to say that it makes me thoroughly ashamed of myself; so that, in
_the face of sucll forgetfulness, ingratitude, and distrust, I have not a
stone to cast against the vilest sinner that ever lived. N ay, I oftentimes feel that, if such sinner ~ould have a practical key to the mystery
of the niyriads of mercies of which I have been the personal partaker
all my life long, he would cry, " Shame, shame upon me !" as standing
;in such striking contrast to the restlessness, the dissatisfaction, the
blank, the guilt, the misery, the dark and gloomy forebodings, which
hang upon him as a dense cloud, rendering him a stranger to present
peace or prospective happiness. Ah! well may such rebuke a child of
'God, and reproachfully inquire, "Is this thy kindness to thy Friend? "
And well may such child of God fall under the .charge, realizing, as he
has done ten thousand times over, the truth of HART'S words" Boast not, ye sons of earth,
Nor look with scornful eyes ;
Above your highest mirth
My saddest hours I prize:
For, though my cup seems filled with gall,
A something secret sweetens all."
My thoughts have, at the present time, run in this strain,. in
consequence of having just read the annexed article from the pen of
Mr. Sr.URGEON, which appears in the' current number of his Magazine,
The Sword and Trowel. Oonsidering his very great delica,cy of health
-the fearful, attacks of rheumatism' and gout under ,which he so
often suffers-coupled with the immense amount of care, weight, and
responsibility attached to his position-the way he is supported, from
month to month and year to year is. perfectly marvellous. Apart
-from some personal acquaintance with the ailments under which he
suffers, and the prostra~ing, agonizing sensations 0f gout and rheumatism,
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those who know something of the ceaseless mental weight of the
, press may faintly: imagine what it is to have sermons reported week
after week, month after month, year after year. Thirty volumes
of sermons, besides multitudes which have appeared elsewhere, as well
as a vast variety of other books under the same authorshipwe unhesitatingly pronounce as a case unparalleled in the world's
history; and all this in addition to the continuous maintenance of
institutions whose requirements are .£400 a week! , It reminds one, at
the time of writing, of a facb which occurred in the earlier part of
one's labours in this parish. I was about to venture upon the
erection of the school-buildings, when one of the churchwardens of
that period proposed a drive round the neighbourhood in which Mr.
MULLER'S Orphan Homes stand. The huge buildings were viewed with
grateful wonder j and, when the daily needs of well-nigh two thousand
children were contemplated, one took shame to one's self for the
anxiety felt about the want of the comparatively trifling sum of a few
hundred pounds for the erection of the proposed schools. Meeting
Mr. MULLER himself, some time after, I said to him, "Why, I look
upon you as a striking illustration or embodiment of that Scripture,
'As thy days so shall thy strength be.'" "I cast my care upon the
Lord," was the reply. "Yes," one rejoined j "and I try to do the
same, but I am pro'ne to take it up again."
But now for the article from The Sword and Trowel.
Here it IS : FAITH LOOKING INTO THE BARREL OF l\1EAL.
BY C.

H. SPURGEO:SO.

"No contributions for the wO/'le have come to WestwoocZ jo11' the last tlwee
weeles." Since about £400 per week is needed for all our institutions, this
was not an encouraging piece of news, when it came to me at Mentone.
Yet my heart was not in the least cast down thereby, for it is stayed upon
God. There is no doubt that, while I am away for rest, the contributions
to the various works are almost suspended, and this makes it somewhat of
a trial to take a holiday, even when it is needed; bu" i will ne,er do for
faith to depend upon longitude and latitude, or the particular country in
which a man happens to be. If these institu ions aI''' of God, He will
support them. He has done so in a remarkable way for many years, and
He is the same to-day a~ He has been. If our trust for these labours of
love is really upon the Lord, He is just as able to supply their needs when
SPURGEON is at_Mentone as when he is in London; therafore, faith ought
not to be affected one way or the other by a circumstance which is not.
vital to her confidence.
Mr. GOUGH tells a story of an old woman which is much to the point.
A horse ran away with a waggon in which she was seated, and ,she was in
great danger, but she was rescued. She was asked how she felt when the
horse ran away. "Well," said she, "I hardly know how I felt.
You
see, at first I trusted in Providence; but when the harness broke, I gave
up all hope." Just so. We are all apt to rely upon God while the leather
holds together. We trust Him as long as the money comes in.
"Yes," says one, "it is easy to trust in the Lord when we have cash in
hand." That is precisely the opposite of my belief; for, where there is
substance for sight to rest upon, where is the room for faith 7 No; jaith
is not' easy when Rll goes well. It is more possible to trust when the outward means fa;l us. Then indeed we must trust, for no other course is open
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to us. To the strong b~liever, it is even easier to trust when all visible
helps are gone than at any other time, just as it is better to swim in deep
waters than where one is entangled with the weeds of the river-bed. The
less there is for sight, the more is there for faith;'" so that I do not look
upon a time of depression as an ill time for faith. J;t is the hour of her
trial, it is true, but it is also the period of her victory, and her consequent
strengthening.
The evil one whispers, "Suppose no funds should come in, what would
become of the orpham, the students, the evangelists, the colporteurs, &c. 1" ,
But he does not dare to do more than whisper, for, after my long experience
of the divine goodness, even the devil has not the face to press the suggestion
home. "THE LORD WILL PROVIDE" is so plain and positive a promise
that I am enabled to say, "Get thee behind me, Satan!"
As a contrast t) this diabolical insinuation, I can remember .when r
communed with my own heart in some such fashion as this--:''' What memor-able days th0se were when I trusted in the Lord in times of great straits,.
and He sent me large sums in the most extraordinary manner! I am grate- .
ful that there has been a long period of peace and plenty since those glorious,.
trying days; but still, those were seasons to be remembered, for the Lord__
was very near me, distinctly answering my prayers, and working salvation
for His servant in the midst of the earth. Then I went from trial to trial, "
as when a giant steps from Alp to Alp; or rather, the Lord bare me, as
on eagles' wings, and made me to wonder at the greatness of His goodness.
Now I journey by way of thep'ain, and I delight to be led in the green
pastures; yet I cJ.nnot forget when He did make me to ride on the high
places of the earth. Will He try me again, and again make me to see
His arm made bare? Even so; thus let it be, if it seemeth good in His sight."
I now remember that soliloquy, and I think it possible that it may be a
prophecy of ebb-tides and waning moons. If so, I will" count it all joy,'"
and triumph in the wonders of the right hand of the Most High. Then the
Lord will be seen. He will not suffer His servant's faith or His own promise
to fail. He will astonish our heart with fresh proofs of His presence and His.,
faithfulness.
So far as I know my own heart, I undertook the conduct of these works
with no desire but the glory of God. I have no personal ends to serve;
certainly I have nothing to gain of a pecuniary kind, but much of heavy·
responsibility to bear. It was no choice of mine to involve myself in so .
much service; but each work was forced upon me, as I believed, directly
by the God of providence. For the carrying out of these e!1terprises the.·,
best of friends and helpers have been raised up, and all have worked.
together in a manner so harmonious that it is a sort of miracle of concord.
The means have been forthcoming in sufficient abundance until now, and.
that without issuing appeals in the newspapers, such. as we see every day·
at this time. Other establishments have had to run into debt, but we have·
never owed any man anything. Yet we have no pledged subscribers, and
we know not where to look for any regular amounts. Surely, as the birds
of hea.ven are fed, so are these institutions; and, as the lilies of the field.
toil not, neither d" they spin, and yet excel Solomon in all his glory, so.
do we rejoice in faith, and enjoy a plenty which others know not.
Thus, in the name of God I set lip my banner. It strikes me forcibly'
that, while I am writing these lines, :md breathing a prayer over them, the
Lord is at work with certain of His stewards, moving them to help me to
support my students, whom I seek to train for preaching the sure Word of
the kingdom, and to feed the orphans, who gather in their hundreds at
the table at Stockwell. In any case. I hereby use the one means which I
judge to be allowed me. I inform the Lord's people that there is need of
.. :Mark this, reader. Assnredly, it is a pl'ecions iruth.-ED.
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their aid, and I plead ~ith the Lord Himself. He will "supply all my
needs, according to His riches in glory, by Christ Jesus." "In the mount
of the Lm'd it f>hall be seen."
P.S.-A fortnight after writing the above lines I read them in print, and
added these words-cc The LO?'d has met my faith already, and is doing so
day by day. BLESSED BE HIS NllIE!"

I had no sooner read the 'foregoing than, looking up, the eye at
once fell upon the annexed, the which reared its little head first and
foremost among sundry other like booklets. As it is four-and-twenty
years since it first appeared in theEe pages, and as such an immensity
has occurred since, all so sweetly and blessedly confirmatory of the
good and gracious hand of our God, I have decided to re-produce it,
hoping it may prove a cheering, animating, faith-strengthening word to
many an anxious reader.
I am the more encouraged to reprint this at the present time,
because the twenty-sixth anniversary of the opening of the temporary,
or wooden church, in this parish, has just passed. On Sunday, the
1st of May, 1859, the first sermon in that never-to-be-forgotten building was preached, from Haggai ii.. 9-" In this place will I give peace,
saith the Lord of Hosts" j and, on the 29th of January, 1861, the
writer preached his first sermon in the permanent church, from the
last clause of the nineteenth verse of the same chapter- H From this
day will I bless you."
Now, here is the little booklet to which reference has been made.
It would not have been thought of but for the so-called accidental glance
at it, the moment after reading Mr. SPURGEON'S piece:• A PAGE FROM THE BOOK OF PROVIDENCE;
OR, THE. QUARTER'S RETURN FOR THE NEW CHURCH AT BEDMINSTER J BRISTOL.
. [BELOVED READERSJ-When we penned the subjoined, we had ·not the
remotest idea of its seeing the light until the hand that wrote it was
mouldering beneath the clods of the neighbouring grave-yard. But, conversing a. few days since with a dear brother upon the goodness, and the
faithfulness, and the love of our God, in the wise and gracious methods of
His providence, the annexed "Memoranda" were brought from the pri mte
drawer where they were deposited, and read, to our mutual refreshing. The
thought immediately after' occurred, "If rcfr2shing, and strengtheoing, and
encouraging to us, why not to others? Why, from a mock modesty, or a
pride, or a self that will as much work in a ?'eser'lfing as in a ?'ecording., 'Why should the wonders God hath wrought
Be lost in silence; and forgot?'
"'What have the poor creatures more immediately concerned to say to
it? Nothing. To no wisdom, or strength, or merit, or foresight of theirs,
is success in the least wise to be ascribed. It is to God, and to God, alone.
To Him, and to Him only, belongeth every iota of the glory. And Why
should He not have that glory now, as in days or years to come 1 W:.hy
should not the proof that He is JEHovAH-JIREH at the present time, as. iJ~
past ages, be recorded still? Why should any fears of the taunt of --the
mirldling, @r the sneer of the l:lceptic, deter from the publication of that
which may redound to the glory of God, and to the cheering the oftentimes depressed spirits of some fOOl' pilgrims to Zion? God is the God who
hears and the God who answers prayer now as of yore." Therefore, with the
hope t,bat God may be glorified, His children ('heered, arid a more watchful
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eye 'be kept upon His Word and work, these simple" Memorand:l." are sent·
forth in His great and glorious name, and to His praise.-ED.)
MEMORANDA OF CHURCH AND SCHOOL MATTERS.
January, 1860.-1 desire to make a simple record be:ore ihe Lord of the
gracious dealings of His hand, in reference to the work in which I am
engaged here. 1t was He who led my footsteps to this place, and He who,
in connection with those marvellous leadings, has so ratified and confirmed
every step as to cause me oftentimes to stand and wonder, admire and adore.
As, in reference to the gracious interpositions of His wondrous providence
th'rough my whole life, I grieve that I have not made close and frequent
notes of the Sa-mil, so I lament my neglect in not recording the methods of
His providence with respect to the contributions to the work now in hand.
I should like to have left such record behind me, if it were the Lord's
will, to His glory, and for the encouragement of my children and my
children's children.
None could have ever proved Him to be JEHOVAH·JIREH more significantly
thal). I, the chi(d of His wis_~ and gracious providence almost from very
infancy. His word 'from early years has seemed to me to be, "Look to ~'lE;
lean upon ME. I will lead, I provide."
I would just note that, through the Lord's great mercy, sinee I became
connected with this parish-now just fifteen months-principally through my
humble instrumentality, very nearly £2,000 has been collected. For. the
church and endowment (exclusive of schools) we now require about the
samll sum; and will not our God supply the same 1 Yea, assuredly He will,
I cannot-dare not-doubt it.
But here my Iaith has been tried. To call upon, and ask individuals to
give, has been repugnant to me. Perhaps-most likely-this has arisen
very much from p?'ide; yet I think not altogether so. I have felt it much
easier to ask my God for anything than my poor fellow-fallen man. I find
it more agreeable to go to the throne of grace than to the counting.honse
{)r the drawiug-room of my fellow-sinner. It is much more pleasant to me
to ask my God to "send unto me the supplies which He sees I need,"
than to petition men. Moreover, it distracts my attention, and takes me
from the parish, where I am greatly needed.
I do not object to the issue of circulars, in the way of a simple, straightforward appeal. In tbis I am engaged at the present. In connection with
this, I watch and wait for the Lord's approving hand; and I think I am
not without the tokens of that approval.
This day week, I commenced a re.issue of such appeal through Clifton;
and from that source alone, I have since received £75 11s.
And now, dear Father, with, I trust, a simple view to Thy glory, I purpose
day by day, as Thou shalt enable me, noting down Wh.lt Thou shalt be
pleased to send me in this way. All hearts are in Thy hand. The caHle
upon a thousand hills are Thine, and the gold and silver also.• Therefore, be
pleased to send for this object-which is the raising a temple for Thy
service-just as shall s~em good in Thy sight. Open hearts, Lord, and open
hands. Send by whom Thou wilt send; and let stonp. after stone of the
neighbonring church be raised as sweet mementoes of the marvellous mercy,
and wondrous love, and gracious interest of our covenant God, ratifying and
confirming thi\t which is begun, and thus far continued, with, I trust, a
simple and sincere desire that He may be glorified and His people richly
and abundantly blessed.
.
I am come to the ·a.forementioned resolve in part through lying awake
during the hours of the past night, and reflecting up'm some of those intense
and agonizing wrestlings which I had with the Lord, in my former business
career, when, with "strong crying and tears," I used to beseech Him ~o
appear; when, at times, I seemed to take heaven by force; and when, m'
2 B :J
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the most marvellous way, He would appear. Oh, now that I am going
rapidly the down-hill of life, and now that my remaining years are so very
few, how much I reproach myself for not having kept a faithful and an
explicit record of my Father-Gad's dealings and doings! Forgive me this,
among all my other manifold sins of omission and of commission, 0 Lord
my God; and do enable me, for the little residue of my days, to note down
what Thy kind and gracious hand shall do.
Whilst just engaged in writing the foregoing, and in the act of closing the
same, the postman's knock announced my mornin~'s, letters, upon opening.
which, I find enclosed for this day-January 5th, 1860-£12 3s. 6d.
Dear Father, permit me to take this as an earnest of Thy smile and
approval of this my feeble record to Thy praise.
January 6th. Received this day, £4 2s. 6d.; 7th, £3 3s. 7d.; 8th and.
9th, £11 133.; 10th, £10 3s. [The three shillings was from a servant, who
writes that she has been a subscriber to the GOSPEL MA.GAZINE ever since my
Editorship, twenty years in ,May next.] January 11th, £6 .6s. 8d.; 12th.
£1 10s. 6d.; 13th, £8 4s. 6d.; 14th, £7 4s. 7d. For this week, £45 2s. 3d.
.
Lord, be Thou praised!
January 15th and 16th, £5 15s. 2d. ; 17th, £3 9s. 6d. ; 18th, £1 7s. 6d. ~
19th, £85 Os. 2d.; 20th, £9 3s. lId.; 21st, £7 loo. 6d. This week,
£112 12s. 9d.! Thy name, 0 Lord, be praised!
January 22nd and 23rd, £8 19s. Id.; 24th, £1 18s. ; 25th, £1 13s. 6d. ~
26th, £19 lIs.; 27th, £27 3s. 4d.; 28th, £7 19s. 4d. This week,
£67 4s. 3d. For the four weeks, £324. "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul!"
"What hath God wrought 1"
Unbelief says the channels are now dried up, and asks, "What prospect is
there for ·the coming month 1" "Is anything too hard for the Lord?" I
know not whence it is to come. Humanly speaking, the resources are used.
up. I know not where more is to come; but has not my God all hearts
in His hands 1 Has He not boundless resources '! Are not the gold and.
the silver His? And cannot He touch some heart and open some hand 1
Yea, assuredly. In His hands I would leave the whole matter. To Him
would I look to send just what pleaseth Him. From my heart would I say,
"Not as I will, but as Thou wilt." One thing I would record to His praise.
I could not bear leaving the parish-work to go about from house to house,
soliciting. No doubt there was much of my natural pride in this. However, my gracious God, without any interference or the least-expressed wish
(directly or indirectly) of mine, inclined a certain friend of the Gospel-a.
hearer at our Wooden Church-to do what I was so loth to do; and he has,
in consequence, collected £87 10s. of the above sum. To God--our own
God-be all the glory! Lord, I would trust, and not be afraid. I desire.
grace fro'm Thyself, 0 Father, iliat I may be "wise, and observe these
things," for Thou hast said that even sucll "shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord."
Brought forward, £324. January 29th and 30th, £lls. 6d.; 3lat. £3 2s. ;.
February 1st, £5 14s. ; 2nd, £2 7s. 10d. ; 3rd, £2 10s. 6d. ; 4th, £18 7s. 4d.
For the week, £33 3s. 4d. . The Lord shall have the praise-the Lord, and.
Him alone.
February 5th and 6th, £5 12s. 7d.; 7th, £2 15s. 7d.; 8th, £19 7s. 6d. ~
9th, 8s.; 10th, 15s. ; 11th, £2 10s. 2d. This week, £31 8s. 10d.
I would acknowledge Thy mercy and Thy goodness, 0 my God. This is.
Monday, and, though not a penny has come in by this post, I cannot help
thinking-yea, I had almost said, believing-that a sum equal to that just.
shown I shall have to record for the present week. "Is anything too hard
for the Lord 1" Lord, in·crease my faith, and give me more confidence in
Thyself. Help me to ask large things, and to expect large things.
February 12th and 13th, £6 78. 3d.; 14th, £5 12s. 6d.; 15th, £1 6s. ;
16th, 7s. lId.• 17th, £6 !:is. 6d. ; 18th, 211. 6d. The week, £20 la. 8d.
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'Faith has been at a very low ebb this week-neither watchful nor careful
about the matter. I think it has given me a further insight into that word,
"According to thy faith be it unto thee." "No cross, no crown." "No
trial, no triumph." "No si~h, no song."
.
February 19&h and 20th, £1 Is. 5d. ; 21st, £15 Os. 9d.; 22nd, 2s. ; 23rd,
£6 3s. ; 24th, £14 11s. 8d.; 25th, £9 Os. 7d. Wonderful! £45 19s. 5d.
.For the month, £130 13s. 3d. Oh, Lord, I would indeed {lraise Thee!
March.-I have entered upon this month with mingled feelings-at one
time enjoying a sweet reliance upon my heavenly Father; at another, looking
on the right hand and on the left, saying, "How can these things be 1" In
consequence of an interview I had with the Secretary of the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners, I came to the conclusion that it was hopeless to expect
.anything from them towarils the endowment of the church. The consequence
is, that one thousand pounds more than I calculated upon will have to be
'Collected. Where I know not, but the Lord knows. £2,000 seems a large
sum to me, but what is it to our God 1 Boundless are His resources, and
~'nothing is too hard for the Lord." Oh, I delight to think of this! Cipher
.as I am in this matter of moving hearts and collecting means, my God can
move he'arts, and send means too. He can "work wondrously" now, as of
-old time, whilst I, a poor worm of the earth, stand by and look on, with
wonder, admiration, and praise.
Dear Father, Thou knowest my necessities in th!s church-building. Is it
not a temple to be raised to Thy praise 1 Is it not a house for Thy service 1
Do I not, from my very heart, desire that it shall be for Thy glory 1 Do I
wish it to be man's work 1 What can I, a poor dependent creature upon
Thy wisdom, Thy grace, Thy mercy, from one moment to another-what
can I do in such a house without Thee 1 Is not the simple and sincere
language of my heart, "If Thy presence go not with me, carry me not up
hence" 1 Therefore, dear Father, as I look alone to Thee fur the unction
~md power of Thy Spirit, to clothe Thy Word with dew and savour in the
exaltation of a precious Christ in that place-as I have but one heart and
one wish in prospect of the ministrations in that place-may I· not look to
Thee, hope in Tnee, confide in Thee, for the provision of the money wherewith to build the same 1 Is it not Thine own work 1 Wilt Thou not prove
it to be so 1 Wilt Thou not in this, as well as in every other respect, perfect
that which concerneth me 1 Ah! Lord, what am I, and what is my father's
house, that Thou hast been pleased so to deal with me hitherto 1 Now
then, do, I pray Thoe, in a very special way, enable me to look to Thee, and
to rely upon Thee for all that remains to be done. Give me more faith,
Lord. "Lord, I believe; help Thou mine unbelief." Open hearts, Lord,
.and open hands. Let this month upon which we have entered bear witness
to some further gracious proof of Thy watchful eye and gracious heart.
Dear Father, for Jesus' sake, hear! Send every needful supply, and let me
stand and gaze upon the raising of yonder temple, stone after stone, as
under the direction of Thine own hand, bearing precious tokens of Thy
divine approval, and with the sweet earnest anq precious assurance that
,the glorious sound of the everlasting Gospel shall ere long be heard within
those walls. Oh, let nothing but the certain sound be heard there.! Let
nought but God's rich and free and sovereign grace to poor, lost, ill-andhell-deserving sinners ever be proclaimed beneath that roof. Amen, so be
it, Lord. Amen.
And now I wait upon Thee, dear Father, to note down in this book before
Thee, that the same may hereafter redound to Thy glory and for the encoura~e
roent of my fellow-men, the daily supplies which 'fhy kind and gracious
hand may bt3 pleased to send as ThOu wilt, when 'fhou wilt, and by whom
Thou wilt,
February 26th and 27th, £2 15s. 6d. ; 28th, £1 Os. 7d.; 29th, 7s. 6d.; March
ht, £1 3s. 7d.; 2nd, £1 16s. j 3rd. £10 14s. 5d. The week, £17 17s. Id.
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, I was glancing at the sums this morning received during the previous days
of this week, and thought how far they fell short of what the Lord has been
pleased 'lately to send. It seemed as though it would be a very small week,
The post immediately brought most unexpectedly a £10 cheque. Oh, for
more faith! I feel how prone I am to ask, .. How can these things be 1 If
'so, why thus?" Lord, enable me·to look simply to Thyself. I want to brave
all' creature-appearance and creature-reasoning, and to look simply and pxclu'sively to Thyself and Thy promise. Thou art "wonderful in counsel, and
excellent in working." "Thou commandest, and the thing stands fast."
" Wonders of grace to God belong;
Repeat His mercies in your song."
" Though we believe not, He abideth faithful; He cannot deny Himself!'
March 4th and 5th, 6s.; 6th, £1 2s. 6d.; 7th. £13 8s.; 8th, £2 3s. 8d.;
9th, £3 Os. 6d.; 10th, 2~. The week, £20 2~. 8d.
The Lord be praised for this fresh proof of His most gracious interest,
and day by day may He show continued proof of His favour in this goud
work, proving that it is His work, and not ours; and, feeling this, may He
give us grace to look to and rest upon Hims~lf for supplies, the gold and
the silver being His.
' .
Marell 11th and 12th, 2s. 6d.; 13th, 8s. 6d.; 14th, £2; 15th, £110s. ; 16th,
£11 6s. 17th, 10s. The week, £15 17s.
March 18th and 19th, £1 2s.; 20th, £6 9s. Id.; 21st, £19 3s. 8d; 22nd,
15s. 9d.; 23rd, £2 68. 5d.; 24th, 158. Id. The week, £30 12s. For that
month, £84 7s. 9d. "Blf.ss the Lord, 0 my soul; and all that is within
me, bless His holy name." For the twelve weeks; £539 Is.

REFLECTIONS.
Personally, the writer is amazed as he contemplates the foregoing,
and, with adoring wonder, he cannot but exclaim, "What hath God
wrought?" Since the issue of this little record, schools have been erected,
in which the average attendance is about eleven hundred. children,
consisting of boys, girls, infants, and so-called ragged children. The
expense of the teaching staff is above £1,000 a year. From the
Industrial department, during the last twelve years, some tens of
thousands of books and booklets have been printed, bound, and issued
to all parts of the habitable globe:
But now, in looking back over what has been accomplished during
the writer's well-nigh seven-and-twenty years' connection with this
parish, as previously intimated, he is bound to say that., when matters seem at the lowest ebb, and the streams of supply appear. to
have run- well-nigh dry, then faith has been in sweetest and most
lively exercise.
Yea, then has the force and blessedness of
Habakkuk iii. 17, 18, been the more fully realized and enj0yeJ"Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the
vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no
meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no
herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will joy in the
God of my salvation."
Now, reader, as implied in Mr. SPURGEON'S articlE', does not this
prove the special nature of faith, in its dealing with the itnseen and.
the ·supernatural? Does it not, as the writer attempted to show in
the .last .Number of this Magazine,' how unlike this mode of spiritual
life and action are the pursuits and practices of the day, in whIch
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the sen8,J1s are so wrought upon, in the so-called religious world, by
this and that object to catch both eye and ellr? What a varied and
responsible bearing has that testimony of the Lord Himself, "The
kingdom of God cometh not with observation" (Luke xvii. 20)margin, "outward show;"
As one of the precious examples of the operations of faith, the
writer believes that the prophet Elijah was never less concerned about
personal sustenance, or less disposed to inquire. "What shall I eat,
or what shall I drink, or wherewithal shall I be clothed ~" than
when he "dwelt by the brook Cherith, and the ravens brought him
bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh ill the evening;
and he drank of the brook;" or whilst he sojourned a whole year
with the widow of Zarephath, and "the barrel of meal wasted not, nor
the cruse of oil failed, according to the word of the Lord, which
He spake by Elijah."
Ah! dear reader, a simple, child-like trust in an ever-living, everloving, ever-adorable J ehovah is a precious boon; and let it never
be forgotten that "faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen." And, as far as the writer's experience
· is concerned, he has ever found .that the spirit to wait and watch
at the throne of gr~ce ha:; been. the prelude to some fresh display
oL the Lord's wonder-working hand. Oh, then, for more of that
waiting and watchfulness; yea, for more and more of that emphatic,
"My soul, wait thou only upon God, for my expectation is from
Him." Nor shall such a Spirit-implanted expectation ever be put to
shame j for, blessed be God, "they that sow in tears shall reap
in joy.
He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed,
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him"
(Psa. cxxvi. 5, 6). Therefore" Let those that sow in sadness wait
Till the bright harvest come;
They shall confess their sheaves are great,
And shout the blessings home."

A BISHOP UPON RITUALISM.
"You would think the clergymen were showmen, and the laity only
· babies to be amused, or fools to trifle with.'.' A very just remark;
and yet, in the face of such extreme folly, with comp:tratively few
· exceptions, these "showmen" are those whom the bishops select in
their various appointments. It is quite in character with the late
Lord JOHN RUSSELL writing" No Popery" on the walls, and then,
as 'if alarmed a.t his own act, running away, lest he should be caught.
WHY should I mourn or despond at afflictive circumstances ~ )( I
am Christ's, then all my sorrows will be sanctified. I shall be, s'up· ported in them, .and ultimately brought through them; and, if I
· am not His, all that I can suffer in this life is infinitely less, both
in duration and maglli:ude, than what I shall endure in the life to
come.-Wakeling.

3i6
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

THE following letter, which appeared in the Bri,iol Times and Mi1'1'ol' of
April 20th, will be read with interest by those whoEe millds were
impressed with the remarkable sunsets of a few months ago, and who
are disposed to give heed to the sacred Word, "There sh~ll be signs in
the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress
of nations, with perplexity; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for
looking after those things which are coming upon t~e earth." Let
the foregoing be coupled with another sign and token of the last days"wars and rumours of wars, nation rising against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, with earthquakes in divers places" :LARGE METEORS.
SIR,-Se\'eral very fine meteors appear to have been observed
There is, perhap~, nothing remarkable in
during the last few weeks.
this .circumstance, as these bodies are very numerous, and often surprise us by their frequent and unexpected apparitions.
On February the 23rd. a meteorite of enormous size has been
described as passing over Victoria, British Columbia, at an early hour
in the morning. It is said to have been like a mass of molten iron;
and, as it fell, smoke and flames were thrown off by the nucleus. " It
was seen to descend into the sea, a cloud of steam and spray marking
the spot where it met the water."
On April the 3rd, at 8h. 20m., a "meteor of nnusual size travelled
slowly through the constellation of Leo with sufficient light to throw
distinct shadows, and before disappearing, separated into two, without
any signs of explosion." This object is described in the current number of Knowledge by a correspondent, dating from Clifton.
On April the 9th, at 10h. 35m., a meteor of dazzling brightness, and
"apparently the size of it large orange," was seen at LechIade by the
Rev. H. C. STURGES. It lasted some seconds, passing from west to
east in the northern heavens. This description is quoted in the Times
and Mirrol' of the 16th instant.
On April the 10th, at 8h. 30m., "an unusually large meteor, nearly
as bright as the moon," passed" from west to east in the well-known
constellation of Leo. It lasted a few seconds." This account is given
by your correspondent, "L. A. ""tV.," in your issue of the 17th instant.
On the early morning of April the 19th (yestp,rday), between midnight
and i.30 a.m., the writer of this note observed sixteen meteors. One
of these, which appeared atO. 1)5 a.m., was more brilliant than Jupiter,
and suddenly burst out into a vivid flash, illuminating the mist low
down in the southern sky. The motion was not very swift. The
meteor pursued a path of twelve degrees, and was divected from a
radiant point about fifteen degrees west of the brilliant star Nega, in
Lyra. I saw five other meteors from the same shower, but they were
of the ordinary type, and by no means conspicuous.
The most important aims in observations, either of fireballs or ordinary
shooting stars, are the direction and position of their apparent flights
amongst the stars, and the durations of their visible trajectories.
On the first few nights of April, and again on the 9-12tli' and 18-20th
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of the month, large meteors are generally more numerous than usual;
and it is most essential that all such observations be collected, with a
view to further elucidating these very interesting phenomena.
If any of your correspondents can furnish me with additional details
.of the several fireballs recently observed, I shall be glad to receive
such information. It should, however, be mentioned that all descriptions
as 'to mere effect (such as great brilliancy, startling appearance, trains
.of smoke, &c.) are of far less consequence than the simple record of
the accurate paths traversed, relatively to adjoining stars.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
Bristol.
W. F. DENNING.

"

THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
AT the monthly meeting of the General Committee, held this evening,
it was resolved unanimously~" That the cordial thanks of this Committee be presented to the Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY and the friend who so
}{indly joined him in giving 180 copies of 'Credentials, Call, and
Claims of the Christian Ministry,' aud 180 copies of 'Four-andforty Years' Editorial Annual Addresses,' to the 180 inmates of our
Asylums and Homes." The Committee feel that this valuable present
will be highly prized by the aged ones under their care, and they pray
that the blessing of the Lord may abundantly rest upon the' author
of the books and upon his friend.
J. E. HAZELTO}l', Secretary.

83, Finsbury Pavement, London, E.G., April 28th, 1885.
[We wish to record our own grateful thanks, in addition to the members of the Committee of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, to the two
friends who so kindly fell in with our proposal to aid us in the above gift.
The matter had long been laid upon the mind; and, when expressed
to the two friends in question, there was an immediate, response, for
, which we heartily thank them. When last in London, we made a
passing call at the office of the Society; and, when the Secretary
drew our attention to the bulk of books that then awaited the Committee's distribution among the inmates of their several Asylums, we
could but earnestly desire that the Lord would be pleased to bless the
perusal of the same. May it please Him to grant that many aged
. readers may "thank God and take courage," as, they contemplate His
leadings and dealings with one of the weakest, frailest, and most timid
and trembling of His servants; and, when that servant has been called
hence-and that will very soon be-oh, that these simple records of
the Lord J ehovah's condescension and goodness, forbearance and faithfulness, may redound to the praise of the glory of His grace! Amen
and amen.-ED.l
CALVIN, when dying, was sent for by the king, to whom he sent
this reply, namely, "Tell him I am going to a place where few kings
<lome. For a prince to be born to a crown here :md hereafter, what
a great mercy it is! tI

I
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THE TENDER MERCIES OF ROMANISM.
ANTONIO MONGITORE was of honour in his own country. Born at
. Palermo, 1663; died, 1743; was a Canon of the cathedral of his native
town, one of the judges of the diocese, and Counsellor of the Holy Office;
and yet he gloried in the death of two martyrs, condemned to death
by the tribunal of the Holy Officl\, who called them. mad.
He, in the year of these martyrs' deaths, wrote and published a large
illustrated volume, containing all the minute particulars of their condemnation, and the state ceremony of their martyrdom, which was
declared to be "for the good discipline of the Catholic Church."
The following is a condensation of MONGITORE'S published record of
this iniquity, taken from COLLETTA'S "History of Naples":"Brother ROUMALDO, a lay brother of the Augustine Order, and
Sister GERTRUDE, attached to the Order of St. Benedict, were arraigned
before the tribunal of the Ufizzi, or Holy Office, in the year 1699. The
former was accused of Quietism, a doctrine which taught man's first duty
was the contem.plation of the love (if Goel; '1olinism-the same views as
taught by a Spanish priest, MWHAEL MOLINOS, who died in 1696-and
heresy. The latter, of pride, vanity, temerity, and hyr o~risy. Both were
insane.
"The friar uttered many things contrary to the dogmas and practices
of Christianity, d~claring he was taught by angels, the messengers of
God, with whom he had spoken, and that he was himself a prophet and
infallible. GERTRUDE also maintained that she held intercourse in the
spirit and in the body with God; that she was pure and holy; and
,made other declamtions indicative of dist111'bed nason.
"The inquisitors and theologians attached to the Holy Office had
frequent disputes with these unhappy beings, who, like all insane persons,
obstinately adhered to their opinions, and repeated their ravings and
heresies.
"Shut up in prison-the woman for twenty-five years, and the
friar for eighteen (he passed the remaining seven in penance in the
monastery of San Domenico)-they endured the severest tormentstorture, the scourge, hunger and thirst--until at last the longed-for hour
of execution arrived. The inquisitors had condemned both to death
by sentences confirmed by the Bishop of Albarucin, resident at Vienna,
and by the Grand Inquisitor of Spain, obedient to whom the devout
Emperor, Charles Vr., ordered the act to be executed with the solemnity
"
In the sentence of condemn1\tion, the virtues,
of an auto-da-fe.
gentleness, and clemency of the Holy Tribunal were set forth, and their
humanity and mercy held up in contrast with the malignant spirit,
impiety, and contumacy :of the two culprits. The necessity of maintaining the discipline of the most sacred Catholic religion was further
insisted on, in order to efface the scandal and vindicate the indignation
of Christendom.
•
.
. _ "On the 6th of April of that year, 1724, in the Square of San
Erasmo, the largest in the city of Palermo, pre.parations were made
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for the execution. A high cross was elevated in the centre, painted
white, and enclosed on either side by a pile, each about ten braccia,
(twenty feet) in height, covGred by,a wooden scaffolding like a stage,
which was reached by steps. A stake was driven into the floor ahove
each pile; altars were erected in different parts of the square; and
richly-decorated galleries were arranged in the form of an amphitheatre, facing the cross. In the midst of them rose a more elevated
building of larger dimensions, very elaborately ornamented with velvet,
gilt ribbons, and the emblems of religion. This was intended for the
inquisitors; the remaining galleries were for the viceroy, the, archbishop, and the senate; for the nobles, clergy, magistrates, and
ladies, while the people stood below.
, "At the first dawn of day, the bells sounded to penance. The
processions then commenced" composed of friars, priests, and confraternities, who, passing through all the streets of the city, walked
round the cross, and ranged themselves in tbe places assigned to
them. The square was crowded from day-break, and the galleries
were filled with spectators, who arrived in parties, or singly, and
all attired in gala dresses, to witness the sar.rince. The space below
was likewise filled with people, wait-ing the arrival of the victims.
, "~t was already past two in the afternoon, and tables laden with
provisions filled the galleries, changing the scene prepared for gloom
into one of festivity. In the midst of this gaiety, the first who
arrived was the unhappy GERTRl;DE, bound upon a car, in a dark
dress, her hair dishevelled, and a tall paper cap on her head, on
which her name was inscribed, with paintings representing the flames
of hell. The car, drawn by black oxen; and. preceded by a long
procession of friars, was escorted by a convoy of princes and dukes,
mounted on superb horses, and followed by the three father inquisitors, riding white mules. On the arri val of the cortege, the prisoner
was consigned to other Dominican friars and theologians, for the
last pretended forms of conversion. Another cortege then appeared,
resembling the first,. conveying Brother ROUMALDO; and the inquisitors took their seats in the magnificent tribune prepared for them.
These formalities Leing ended, the obstinacy of the culprits' was proclaimed in a loud voice, and their sentences read in Latin. The
woman was the first to ascend the scaffold; and the two friars who
'acted as executioners bound her to the stake, and set fire to her
hair, which had been previou~ly anointed with resinous ointments,
: that· the flames might continue burning round her head. After setting
fire to her clothes, which were also impregnated with resin, they
left her. The unhappy woman, now alone upon the scaffold, whilst
groaning with pain, and the flames burning around and. ~eneath
her, fell along with the cover of the; pile on which she was standing;
and, ha"ing disappeare,d 'bodily, the spectators were still made aware
of her existence by her shrieks, while flames and smoke concealed
the insulted cross of Christ.
" Brother. ROUMALDO perished on the other pile in -the same manner,
after having' witnessed the torments of his companion. 'Among the
spectators might be' remarked a dingy, melancholy group' of t.wentysix prisoners of the Holy Office, who had been forced to witness
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the ceremony. They alone among the crowd wept over the scene;
for the remainder, either from cowardice, ignorance, or a false idea
«)f religion, or abject superstition, applauded the infamous sacrifice."
"The three inquisitors were Spanish monks. I refrain from
naming those who volunteered their assistance, that I may not
~isgrace their descendants," says COLLETTA, who gathered the materials
for his history on the spot, about sixty years after the event. "They
'have, I hope, improved since the days of their fathers," is his commentary on the proceeding.
"Both WM'e insane," says MONGITORE, and yet they were sacrificed
for "the necessity of maintaining the discipline of the most sacred
Catholic religion."
These things were not dO,ne in a corner. MONGITORE has made that
. plain with his pictures of the gorgeous procession, and the names
and dignities of those who attended. And yet what a poor thing
that Roman Catholic religion must be, if it requires the martyrdom
-of two unhappy beings whom they call "insane," "to maintain the
discipline of their sacred Catholic religion"! How different from this
" faith" is the Gospel "faith," as put forth by St. Paul-" Though I
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, though I give my body to be
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing." Ah! yes,
·even now we only "see through a glass darkly." There is too much
self-righteousness in all our beliefs-too much of the Pharisee-too
little of what abideth-" faith, hope, charity, these three; but the
greatest of these is charity."
A. M. ROWAN.

THE VICTOR'S SON G.
WRITTEN AFTER PAYING A VISIT TO A POOR (BUT RICH) lIIAN, I~ THE
LAST STAGE OF CONSU?iPTION. HIS OWN EXPRESSIVE EXPERIE~CE .
.. , I sat down undej' His shadow with great delight, mod His fruit was sweet
- to my taste." -SOLOMON'S Sm.-a ii. 3.

beneath His shadow,
I have no need to fear;
Sweetly leaning on Jesus,
Feeling my Saviour is near.

Oh, tell poor sinners around me
Of Jesus and His great love!
Of how He sought and found me,
And washed me in His blood!

Jesus, my
More of
Jesus, my
More of

It is only Jesus has kept me

SITTING

only Saviour,
T)1y fulness show j
precious Jesus,
Thyself I would know!

From Satan, the world, and sin
And long to "enter in."

Jesus is with me always,
Waking or sleeping the same j
.Ever refreshing my spirit
With His own adorable name.
"Chiefest among ten thousand"
Is my Beloved to me;
.softly, gently He whispers,
"Where I a.m thou shalt be."

j

I did not alwa.ys love Him,

But now I am ever longing
To see His lovely faceLonging to kneel before Him,
And thank Him for His grace.
.
\

to sing His praises.
With golden harp in hand j
Longing to join the chorus
In Emmanuel's land.
AUNT Lucy.

Lon~ing
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ANOTHER CONQUEROR THROUGH THE BLOOD OF
THE LAMB.
"
JOHN PERRY had spent some years away from his native village, but
at length resolved to return, which he did, bringing his wife and child
with him.
Although a good husband and father, and a kind neighbour, he was.
content to live without God and without Christ in the world. His
Sabbaths were spent in home enjoyments, attending no place of worship.
At length he was persuaded by a godly neighbour to attend a weeknight service, in a neighbouring village; but, on his way home from
the first service to which he had gone with his wife, in great anger, he
declared that he would go there no more, because " the preacher had been·
telling the people all about him." His neighbour assured him that it was
God who had put the words into the preacher's mouth, and had applied
them in convincing power to his soul. This exp~anation did not satisfy
him.
Notwithstanding all his anger, he could not stay away from the
service. Conviction deepened. He took to prayer and reading his
Bible at home, and going to church or chapel on Sunday. His wife
was as deeply convinced as himself. After a time of deep humiliation,
it pleased the Lord to reveal His grace and love in Christ Jesus toboth husband and wife, who were enabled to adorn the Gospel by the
consistency of their daily life.
About three years after his conversion to God, poor John was laiel
aside by illness, which proved to be consumption, and of which he died r
after about twelve months' suffering, borne with Christian patience,
resignation, and thankfulness. The affliction was sanctified to him, for,
though often cast down and sorely harassed, he was enabled to trust iD
Jesus and in the promises of our God.
.
I think I shall never forget my last visit to him-only a few hours
before he died. The calmness, the peace and joyful confidence which
were granted to him enabled him to triumph in Christ, and witness for
Him to His praise and glory. His last words to me were, "I want
you to tell the congregation how I die. I am dying. In a very few
hours I shall be gone hence. I am dyil'lg without the shadow of a fear
or doubt; but this is not because of any goodness in me. I am apoor, miserable, hell-deserving sinner; but the Lord Jesus Christ loved
me, and gave Himself for me. He has washed me in His precious
blood. He has clothed me in His righteousness. I am saved in Him,
and for His sake alone. I am going to be with Him, where He is.
I am trusting in Him alone. He has brought me thus far, and will
not leave me now. The Lord be with you, and bless you! Good-bye,
till we meet in heaven."
Avebury, May, 1885.
EDWARD W. SLATER.
As Noah's dQve found no footing but in the ark, so a- ChristiaIll
finds no contentment but in Christ.
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OOMPARING NOTES.

To the Editor of the Gospel jl{agazine.
, DEAR SIR,-Many ·thanks for your kind epistle of April 8th, 1885,
the three little books, and the seventy-fo~rth memorial card, all of
which I read with great interest, especially" Preachers and Preaching;
{)f, Hearts in Fellowship."
Although not a minister, I felt "hearts in
fellowship" in reading many of your soul-exercises. No doubt ministers
must have the deeper draughts, that the most tried of the hearers may
not be left without help from the Lord in the Gospel ministry. The
responsive echo comes from the heart as the dear man relates his
sinkings, his risings, his fears, his doubts, his deplored weaknes~ in
questioning the goodness, faithfulness, and love of his unchanging God. '
What shame and contrition of heart is felt, and yet how utterly helpless
to'rise above it! If the sinner's salvation depended upon one spiritual'
act-one real deed of spiritual faith-as being his to perform, he couldnever be saved. The Lord will not bring His people once, twice, or
thrice to acknowledge that" salvation is of the Lord," but will so. completely strip them that they will be brought to see admittance into the
unveiled glory and presence of Jesus will be denied until it is the
dominant power and exclusive reign ever all, as the principle of life,
hope, and 'peace-", the joy set before li."
My seventy-second year finds me more and more the helpless, depen.
dent one. "Salvation is of the Lord" never so fully and satisfactorily
realized in its exclu,sive power 'and all-sufficiency to "save unto the
uttermost" the chief of sinners; the bright anticipated future; the victory
over sin, Satan, death, hell, and the grave.
My weakness in this affliction is often accompanied with the feeling
that I am fast nearing home-

" Nor do we wisa the hours more slow,
To keep us from our Love."

But many _fears also accompany the thought. The great enemy will
.strongly contest this at the end. Thousands and thousands of my
fears have been buried in the sea of God's immutable love, His lovingkindnesses'to my soul; then why give place to these 1 "The eternal
God is my: Refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms."

'

..

" Other refuge have I none;
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee;
Leave, ah! leave me not alone;
Still embrace and comfort me.
" All my hopes' expectant flow,
Thee ,to prov,e my G d and Guide;
Through life's vale 3S called to go,
Grace to the end Thou wilt proYide.
" And when called Death's vale to tread,
There to .fin,d Thee. near and dear;
There my loving, gracious Friend,
With the bliss of heaven to cheer."
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Surely, in all our afRictions, the "afterward" (Heb. xii. 11) is the
righteous sequel of our God, to prove the secret workings of His love,
that every stroke in our view may more complete the picture of His
faithfulness and the certainty of His truth.
I cannot account for my feelings, but, in reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
this year, the conviction of my mind is strong that the dear old standard
writers are fast approaching the ripe age. The fulness of spiritual
knowledge appears increasing so fast in their productions-or rather,
the Spirit's by them-that it will soon be too much fora mor-tal
state. The beams of the Sun of Righteousness so fast ripening for.·
the sickle and the garner.
Yours, "The Family Portion" for April, "Men of the Past," &c.,
led me to look back to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, 1841; and of the
likenesses of the eleven then living, I believe only two are now spared, '
the living epistles of God's preserving mercy-Mr. G. STRATON and
Dr. HEWLETT. Of the then correspondents, the writer knew Mr.
JOHN POYNDER, who had. preached at the Tabernacle Chapel, YeoviJ,
and dear DAVID DE~HAM, who preached his last upon earth in that·
place of worship.
May you, dear sir, experience more and more of ripening blessings,
that the abundant entrance into glory may swallow you up at your
departure in the fulness of Christ.
Yours in the best bonds,
Yeovil, April 22nd, 1885.
JOHN BARBER.
COl>Il\IENTS UPON THE FOREGOING.
1. Well does our correspondent say, "If the sinner's salvation
depended upon one spiritual act-one real deed of spiritual faith-as
being his to perform, he could never be saved." No, never! In
itself considered, the entire Church of God, from Adam down to the
last elect vessel of mercy that shall be called, has not, nor can have,
power to contribute one spiritual thought or living desire, much less
act, towards salvation. It must be-and is-a completed work, worthy
of· the wisdom, grace, and power of the Eternal Three to accomplish,
and was ratified on Calvary, when the Church's glorious Head, Substitute,
Representative, and Redeemer exclaimed, "It is finished !:'
2. Ab! yes, every new phase of experience, and every fresh lesson
set before each and every learner in the' school of Christ, will bring
him more and more emphatically to exclaim, "Salvation is of the
Lord!" In its design, in its daily development, as well as in its final
and complete accomplishment, all, all, must and shall be ascribed to
J ehovah, and to Him alone; not the shadow of a shade, in anyone
sense or particular, appertaining to the creature. All, all of gracerich; free, sovereign grace-from first. to last! And in this great and
glorious verity the every child of God is day by day more or less
instructed. Yea, from the moment he enters the school of Christ
until the moment 'he leaves it, or is transferred to the upper and
better and brighter home, GRACE-GRACE-GRACE-is the word .he is
poring over-the lesson he is learning-and, finally, he shall rejoice in
the fact that-
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" Grace shall complete what grace begins
To save from sorrows and from sins;
The work that Wisdom undertakes
Eternal Mercy ne'er forsakes."
" Grace all the work shall crown .
Through everlasting days;
It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise."

3. You speak, brother, of your seventy-second year. Ah! by contrast,
how little did we imagine, forty-fifty-years ago, that such would be
our present experience! How we then calculated upon joy and exultation
and tr:.tnsport, in our near approach to our eternal home, and the
personal realization of the rest that remains; but, alas! how different
do we find it to what we had anticipated! Prospec'tively we were
then upon the very tip-toe of expectation; but how we fail to
realize it, even though the wilderness is all but passed over, and we
~ve arrived within view, as it were, of the Jordan! Alas! however 7
it seems much broader and deeper and calder than when occasionally
seen in the distance. As we stood now and again upon the hill Mizar,
and the bright sun shone over the desert, we saw, in the far distance,
its brilliant rays reflected on the waters; but it was only, as it seemed
to us, the merest stream that was thus reflected. To cross. such>
under the circumstances, would appear as nothing, especially as we
contemplated the beauteous prospect on the other side; but, alas!
now that we have well-nigh compassed the space that then stood
between us and it, how changed our opinions, and how have we
come face to face with the sentiments so long sin'ce expressed by Dr.
WATTS., But timorous mortals start and shrink
'fo cross this narrow sea ;
And linger, shivering, on the brink,
And fear to launch away."
4. But how blessed, dear friend, when the Lord is pleased (as
occasionally He does) to raise us above all these dark fears and gloomy
apprehensions by the well-known whisper, "It is I; be not afraid!"
Oh, how sweet the renewed assurance, "I will strengthen thee; yea, I
will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My
righteousness."
The fact-and where we are so much at fault--is, that we are, as it
were, seeking to be beforehand with the Lord. We are expecting dyinq
strength in a living hour, and this we shall not have; neither do we
really need it. Our faithful God has been true to His word in regard
to the literal fulfilment of His so great and gracious promise, " As thy
days so shall thy strength be," as far as the wilderness and its
requirements have been and are. Whatever, therefore, our present
fears or feelings, in regard to the final issue, it must be-it SHALL be
-well! His word is at stake; His faithfulness is at stake; His
omnipotent power is at stake. Apart from what we may at this
m6ment feel, whilst recording the fact, we venture to exclaim,
"I will trust, and not be afraid." He will-He MUST-be true to
Hill word. He will-He MUST-fulfil His promise, "I will never
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leave thee, nor forsake thee"; "Even to your old age I am He;
.and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will
bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you"; "They shall still
bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing; to show
that the Lord is upright. He is my Rock, and there is no unright,eousness in Him."
5. We are often struck, deir brother, as you intimate, when we
~ook back, and contemplate the few-the very few-that remain who
were companions with us when we set out in this work. Two, as
you say, remain-dear Mr. STRATON and Dr. HEwLETT-but both have
become infirm. 'When the former came into the vestry at St. Anne's,
Blackfriars, upon the occasion of our recently preaching there,
we were amazed at the change in his appearance-so greatly enfeebled.
Ah! what a reminder it was of one';;; own mortality! Dear DAvID
DENHA~I, too, and JOHN POYNDER-their memories are very dear to
us. \Yhat a loving spirit was the writer of "The Saints' Sweet
Home"! We shall never forget some of his ministrations -that, for
example, which we have before quoted in this Magazine, and expressed,
moreover, in his own sweet and most telling way_CC No Saturday nights
there! No Saturday nights? No, no Saturday nights! No Monday
mornings there! No Monday mornings? No, no Monday mornings! "
To the poor exercised preacher-the servant of God-that is on a
Saturday driven, as it were, to his wits' end, in prospect of the
'Coming Sabbath, with its requirements, and the self-same wearied and
exhausted one on the Monday morning, how timely would such ,a
testimony be, as indicating that others had traversed the self-same
.anxious and arduous path, and had personally felt the self-same weariness and exhaustion, together with the so constant inclination to
,exclaim, ,,'Who hat}, believed our report, and to whom is the arm
of the Lord revealed?"
Brother, how sweet it is to reflect upon the fact, in regwd to the
.redeemed and glorified, that"Once they were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears;
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins and doubts and fears."

But what a mercy, moreover, that "they withollt us cannot be made
perfect"! If the Lord had need of them, blessed be His name, He
hath equal need of us likewise.
THE EDITOR.

WHAT difficulties doth the love of God overcome! The purposes of
His secret will towards us overcome all the difficulties of Ris revealed
will; and there are difficulties to us. The sinner must die. All
have sinned; yet invincible love breaks open all locks and bolts, and
finds a way to reconcile sinners through infinite difficulties. vVas it
nothing for God to overcome sin and Satan by putting His Son to
,death? or nothing for Christ to give up Himself and His soul to the
wrath of God?

:) c
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PARENTAL SOLICITUDE REWARDED.

" Yoy,r fathers, u:here are they? and the prophet.), do they l'ive for ever?"ZECHARIAH i. 5.
As a fat.her, we at !tU times rejoice when we meet with evidence and
proof that a parent's prayers have been heard and heeded by the Most
High.
N one but the Lord Himself knoweth the extent of the hearttravail, the soul-anguish, the intense anxiety, of godly parents for and
on the behalf of their- children's eternal interests.
What can compare
with their day-and-night importunities that they may be plucked as
brands from the burning, snatched out of the hands of the destroyer, and
saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation ~
VVe take this opportunity of stating what pleasure it gave us in
casually meeting, a day or two since, the p~rents of two young menneither at the time out of their teens-with whom we had long been
personally acquainted. The one was the young friend the journal of
whose voyage to New Zealand appeared in a snccession of numbers of
Old Jonathan. That jonrnal was perused with deepest interest by a
vast number of readers, at which we were by no means surprised,
because of its thoroughly practical character. There was so much
matter of fact about it. In it was exhibited so much of the fruits of
kindly parental training, and the seeking, as a young voyager, to turn
both time and opportunity to account, by application and industry, so
that the so-called "killing time," or the tediousness of a sea-voyage,
did not apply; and why ~ Bec'tuse of occupation; and that occupation,
as the journal clearly showed, was adopted-aye, and rewarded, 000in various ways.
VVe rejoice, moreover, to find that that very acti vit,\'
and amiability on shipboard was but the prelude to a most successful
beginning in the newly-adopted country.
We wish our young readers especially to bear this in mind, should
any of them be contemplating the emigrating to a distant land, there
to enter upon the realities of the battle of life.
Sure we are Ilat
the habits formed and the mode adopted on the voyage to far-distant
shores have immensely to do with the after-career in the newly-adopted
land.
It was under the deep conviction of his ha we handed the journal
in question to the second young friend of whom we have spoken, upon
the eve of his departure for Australia; and we have since rejoiced to
hear of the interest he and others took in the publications which were
placed in his hand at the time of his departure. Of God's great mercy,
may they be instrumental in bringing forth much fruit, and prove
that the seed-sowing was not in vain.
vVe doubt not that the following will be read with in terest, by
parents especially, and those who have kindred and friends in far-otf
climes ;-

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR Du. DOUDNEy,-I take the liberty of thus addressing you,
having lmown you by report and through your writings (but not
personally) for about forty yean Your naine has been a household
word for "ery _many years. I have also felt an attachment to you
for what you are, by the grace of Goel.
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I have for many years read the periodicals of which you are the
Editor with very much pleasure, and I trust, at times, spiritual profit.
In OLD JONATHAN and the GOSPEL MAGAZINE I have seen occasionally
reference made to your son in Queensland, and have read with much
interest the graphic accounts he has sent you relating to the intense
heat, and drought, and consequent general depreciation of stock, &c"
which picture I conclude, from information gleaned, both verbally and
through the papers, has not been overdrawn by him.
My motive in sending these few lines is simply to say .that, the
other day, on looking over some old papers, I came across the following verses, written by my late beloved father, on the blank side of an
advertising .ship-card, just previous to my leaving dear old England
for these' shores in 1852Toss,ed on the sea, far off from land,
When seas and skies their arms expand,
. Now plunging deep, now rising high,
God save your hope, or it will die.
What storms may rise, what floods
may come,
,Vhat billows swell with withering
gloom,
.
Is not for me, your father fond,
To write, or say, or you respond.

In deep suspense our hearts will
muse,
Desponding, hoping for the ne"s ;
Oh, may good tidinss make us glad,
And often cheer us when we're
sad!
Forget us not, but write and say
A something to us every day,
Nor ieave us to the chilling thought
That we by you are all forgot.

Safety, dear boy, I crave for youSafety for soul and body too;
There is but One can hold you upOn Him alone I rest my hope.

J.

Augll..st 3rd, 1852.

SHORTER.

.

As my father was an honoured servant of God, and laboured in
His vineyard with much acceptance for over forty years, it struck me
that there was some similarity in the surroundings connected with my
coming out to this far-off land. and those of your son, inasmuch as we
are both the offspring of God's highly-favoured servants, and there would
be somewhat of the same intense anxiety in the parents of each. The
bowels would yearn for a beloved son (I can understand a father's
,feelings now, for I am over fifty, and have many children) who was about
to leave the father's roof and the society of those dearest to him,
perhaps for ever, as it proved in my case, although I promised to
return in two years, but could not.
" God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform."

I have been here thirty-two years, and may say, all this time against
my . will and under protest, so far as my natural feelings have been
concerned; for I would have returned to enjoy the society of the
loved ones I left behind, having left all, and come out alone to learn
that "the bounds of my habitation were fixed," and that "the lot
is cast into the lap, and the whole disposal thereof is of the Lord."
My vicissitudes have been great, and my pathway, on the whole, rough,
since I came here. But when I feel, as at times I do, a melting frame
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under a sense of my utter unworthiness and Goel's unbounded goodness, I can say, "Goodness and mercy have followed me all the days
of my life."
My prayer is, that you may be favoured with health and strength
for -a long time, and so be enabled, by the blessing of God, to continne
to fill the high and important position you occnpy in the Ohurch militant; and I subscribe myself, dear Dr. DOUDNEY,
, Yours in Him who died to save,
South Melbourne, February 13th, 1885.
JAlYIES SHORTER.
OUR OHILDREN.
I WAS a widow, without children, when I married a widoiver with
children. I earnestly besought the Lord that the union might not be
for time only-that He would in very deed bless the father with the
children-that the union, when dissolved here, might be one throughout eternity.
On one occasion, when thus engaged, with special reference to our affectionate but wayward boy, the words were spoken, "The Lord hath
given thee all them that sail with thee." This was a full and precious
promise, and oh, how it has comforted me!
I am alone now. "Some are scattered, some are dead." I know
that my beloved husband "died in the Lord." For the rest, the
promise still holds good. The mighty PromiseI' is the same, though
all else change. I can still plead, "Thou saidst."
Sometimes, in very deep trouble, a text is spoken; and, if it seems to
be in favour of our petition, we cling to it, and are no doubt permitteel to take the comfort of it, but afterwards find we have been
mistaken. This was your own case (dear Editor) with respect to the
"fifte-en years"; and on two occasions I haye been mistaken in the
same way.
My only child was very ill. For days my cry was, "Spare her to
me! Spare her, Lord!" The words came wi h much power, "Length
of days are in her right hand; in her left, riches and honour." How
I was comforted! Alas! the days and riches were rwt here. Why do
I say, "Alas" 1 It is natnre. Gmce sar, "He doeth all things well."
A few years after the removal of my child, my very, very dear
mother was taken. Again an interval of two years, and the hand of
<ohe Lord was laid upon my husband. A slight attack of paralysisvery slight-but it is an awful malady! Again I besieged the mercyseat-oh, how urgently, none can tell !-and the words were given,
'I will add unto his life fifteen years." Very truly grateful I was.
But it was not to be. I was comforted, and fully believed the wordsthe promise-even when fit succeeded fit; and at last he was confined
to his bed twenty-seven months, and, at the end of about six years
after the first attack, he passed away. The strong man had beconie a
child, to be washed and fed, and the once healthy mind a wreck.
Precious to me the knowledge that, bPfon the brain was affected, I
knew his name was written in heaven. " By their fruits ye shall know
them." "Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord."
M. L. SYKES.
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COMMUNINGS BY THE WAY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-My heart was so full this morning, that I
felt as though I must give vent by writing to you; and, while thinking over it, and appealing to the Lord that He knew I did desire to
glorify Him, a word dropped into my soul whiBh seemed to give me
some encouragement to do so; and though I do not feel this evening
quite as I did then, I cannot seem to get away from it, so hope it
may not be unprofitable, either for you to read or for me to write.
I hope to send you ou Monday a box of spring flowers, from our own
garden, which I hope you will have arranged for your study table, and
think of them as a small token of love and esteem from one who,
though personally unknown, loves you sincerely for the truth's sake,
and hopes it may be the Lord's will to spare you for many years, and
enable you still to- work for Him, both in the ministry and editorially.
It is eight years ago to-day that the Lord quickened my soul into
newness of life, giving me by the mouth of His servant some intimation of His loving fa vour towards me. I little thought then, that I
should look back on that day as the day of my espousals, for I feared
the feeling would pass off, and told His servant so when he spoke to me
as to his belief that the Lord had begun a work of grace in my soul;
but, blessed be God, I have every reason to hope that it was His own
work, for I said at the time, if it lasted twelve months, I should
believe it was real; and now, in looking back, I can see how He has
led me on these eight years, verifying His own promise which He gave
me three days after that memorable second of \fay, namely, "Thou shalt
S'3e greater things than these." And still it reads in the fnture tense,
and. I still expect to see "greater things" yet, but it will be "here a
little and there a little," as He sees I am able to bear it. But even
now I feel I can join with the poet, and 8ay" And since my soul has known His love,
What mercies has He made me proveMercies which all my praise excelMy Jesus has done all things ""I1! "

I had a sweet -time this morning, after reading clear HAWKER'S
"Portion," and the chapter from which the verse was taken. It appears
to come fresh every year; and I seem to hear my loved one's voice, as
I used to read it to her, when she would say it seemed written expressly
for the day for us. " Ah ! " she would say, "the Lord knew all
that would come to pass." Doubtless there are many who read the
dear Doctor's "Portions" whose case it fits as well as mine; but each
heart knows its own case, does it not 1 And blessed be the Lord for
His great goodness in giving me a case at all; and then thrice-blessed
for raising up clear men of God whom He enables to write such things
as will fit such case, and who are enabled, by His grace, to comfort
others with the comfort they are comforted with. All the glory
belongs to Him, and my soul desires to give it to Him alone, thongh
I do feel my heart go ont in love to the instrument through whom He
speaks.
HolV much I have enjoyed the Magazine for April! I have not seen
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the May Number yet, but I know I feel like your corresp)ndent writes,
on page 237, that" month after month, as the little barque heaves in
sight, she is as welcome as ever, and a holy longing is felt by me for
the overhauling of her precious cargo," &c.; and when I find a sweet
morsel here, and a face answering to face there, I cannot express what
I feel. My heart gets so full sometimes, it feels as though it must give
vent; but then one cannot tell it to everyone, even though they are
Christians. But oh, it does seem good to feel there are $om~ who
know the peculiar exercises one goes through from time to time! How
much I enjoyed that letter by "GERSHOM"! It made me feel still more
that the thing is of the Lord, or why should He own my poor heartfiowings so? And yet I am now in that place that I can pray about
it no longer. I know not how to pray. I can only think it out before
the Lord, and leave it with Him.
After all the exercises I have been the subject of, I cannot but think
the Lord has some purpose in it, though reason would say it has been
all a delusion; but faith is determined still to watch, feeling sure the
Lord will explain in His own time what is good for me to know.
To His dear name be all the praise, for His directing, supporting, restraining, and sustaining grace hitherto given; and, though circumstances
have altogether seemed to clash with promi~es, yet such implicit trust
has been felt, and such confidence put in the wisdom of the great
Counsellor iato whose hands from the first (by His grace enabling) I
have committed my case, that even now, though He has not seen fit
to explain why He has allow~d His opponent so far to prevail, still my
trust is in no wise shaken, because I feel sure He will tell me in His
own time; and I am sure there have been such confidences pass between
us that He will never divulge to my confusion. It has been no
small houour to have the ear and the counsel of such a Friend, even
though one seems to have been defeated. And there has been one
great good brought out of it to my soul, for it has brought a poor
worm of the earth and the great King of kings near together many,
many times; and I know I should not have had so much to write to
you about, nor enjoyed what you and others ha,e written, without
the exercises that I have been the subject of; so I mu;::.t say now, on
this auspicious day, "My Jesus has clone all things well! "
And now, dear sir, let me tell you how much I should have liked to
have written you a few lines on your birthday, but I knew you would
have so many letters, and I felt I could wish you every blessing without
tetling you so, and the Lord knew my heart's desire for you. I was
very pleased to read of the kindnes3 shown by your congregation. May
the Lord hear their prayers for you, and spare you to them, if His
will; and may He continue to bless you in your own soul, so that you
may still be the means, in His hands, of ministering to others.
. I also hope the dear "'Wayside Notes" ,Vriter will be spared and
blessed. Oh, how full of good things were his ,. Notes" for last month,
were they not ?
Your having taken such kindly notice of my letters before has ~n
couraged me to hope that they are not intrusive, so I shall not apologIze
this time, though I do feel it a favour to be allowed to write so
freely to an honoured servant of the Most High God, and one whom I
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have never seen; but feel I c::tn say with the servant, as I humbly
hope I can with a true heart as regards the Master, "Whom having
not seen, I love."
With, many thanks for all your past kindness, and begging an
interest ill your prayers, I remain,
'Yours affectionately, for Christ's sake,
Wilts, 1I1ay 2nd, 1885.
N. A.
P.S.-I think, dear sir, you will like to kn0w that our friend was
so pleased with the b00k we sent him (C,.eclentilLls, ClLll, and Claims of
the Christian MinistrlJ). I so much enjoyed reading it myself; gO I
have lately in reading Rgtracings lLnd RennvinJs. I no longer wonder
that you are, by God's grace, enabled to minister comfort to others,
"when I read how sorely exercised you have been, and the comfort· you
have received in those exercises and trials; and all for anI' sakes as
well as for your own good, painful thou:;h it has been.
I will not
trouble yoa with more, only I felt I should like you to know this.
I hope you will like the flowers. It has given me pleasure to pick
and pack them.
CmDIENTS UPON THE FOREGOING.

1. The application of that precious promi,e, of which our loved but
personally-unknown correspondent speaks, " Thou shalt see greater things
than these," brings forcibly to our recollectiou its so merciful and gracious.
application to ourselves, more than thirty year" a.:\o. At the time, we
c,mld not see how it was possible we could see" greater things" than
we had already seen, and so we told the L I'd; but, blessed be His
name, He has been true to His word; for, notwithstanding our scruples,
He has by comparison given us tl) see "greater things "--yea, far
gl'eater-than before; so that at tiUles we are, as it were, lost in
adMing wonder anrJ. amazament. And the distinguishing mercy is
this-that the promise still holJs good. Like all the promises, it has a
prospective and future bearing. We often feel the preciousness of that
fact. How sweet the testimony, in connection with the marriage in
Cana of Galilee-" When the ruler of the f<last had tasted the water
tliat was made wine, and knew' not whence it was: (but the servants
which drew the water knew;) the gon~rnor of the feast called the
bridegruom, and saith unto him, Ever)' man at the heginning doth set
forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is
worse: but thou Jwst leept the good wine 7mtil now" (John ii. 9, 10).
Yes, yes, it will assuredl)' be verified up to the end, the latest will be
the best! And, as OUl' blessed Lord has given our correspondent, at
least now and then, the hope and expectatiun that such shall be her
<Jwn personal experience of the mercy, those hints and tokens of love
and mercy shall most assuredly be fulfilled.
The Lord never raises
such hopes and expectations, and then baffit's and conteadicts them. No,
never. On the contrary, He ratifies and confirm! them, but ~t is in His,
<Jwn time and way. And mark this-the more the de.,th appears to be
upon the promise, and the less theseemillg likelihood of its accompli~h.
ment, after a human point of view, the greater the certainty of its
fulfilment. Oh, be it ours ever to remember, "We walk by faith, not
by sight" !

-

~--

---------------------

392

The Gospel

Magazine~

2. As our correspondent writes, the openings of heart and the unsealing of the lips are special. It is only here and there we meet with
a fellow-traveller to whom we can unbosom wbat is passing within;
but perhaps this very state of things only endears Him of whom the
poet sings"Vents in His bosom all her woes,
And, leaning, moves along."
Often, as by the way we have seen a poor, weak, delicate-looking wife
leaning heavily upon the arm of her husband, as they slowly walked
together, we have thought, "Ah ! she is just an emblem of the Church,
the bride of the Lamb, as she leans her whole weight upon the
heavenly Bridegroom, and as her head reclines towards His bosom,
and as she lends an attentive ear to His precious and so timely lovewhispers-His renewed assurances of all needed help, strength, and
every such needed blessing being forthcoming."
3. You say, dear sister, in reference to the matter that has been
so long pressing upon your heart, "I am now in that place that I
can pray about it no longer." Then, when deliverance comes- ana.
it will come, in the LOTd's time and u'ay-you will not he ascribing that
deliverance to your prayers: No, the very dearth and deadness-the
pause and seeming prayerlessness-will but make the succour the more
marked, and cause the faithfulness and unchangeableness of Jesus to'
stand ont in the more striking and blessed lines. Ah! how sweet it
is, when so realJy brought down with heart-labour as to be obliged to
stand still-yea, to sit still (for there larks the power of standing)-al1d
to leave the Lord even to think as well as to act for you. Precious
position this! The result proves mattflrs to be so entirely His ownHis to devise; His to execute; His finally and completely to accomplish.
4. In touching, as our correspondent does, upon the fact that the
Lord will never betray our confidence, or disclose those secrets which
we have entrusted to Him, or which (as the omniscient Jehovah)
must necessarily be known to Him, we thought it somewhat remarkable that, during the wakefulness of the night prior to the receipt
of her letter, those very facts had bee~ so much upon the mind.
We had been led to review our pathway, step by step and stage afterstage; and, as we contemplated our numberless frailties and folliessins and' shortcomings-we could but mentally tell the Lord that,
if our poor fellow-creatures knew as much of us as the Lord did, how
fatally should we fall in their esteem, and how little would they
regard or care for anything we might say or do! How neutral would
such knowledge upon the part of others render any services in which
we might have been engaged! But, in spite of this, the Lo?'d knows
all; and oh, how wonderful that, in the face of that fact, He should
deal with us in such tenderness, such forbearance, such compassion r
There are times and seasons-and the past night was one of suchwhen we are compelled to tell the Lord that we are perfectly amazed:
at His patience and long-suffering. We wonder that He has not long
since cut us off as cumberers of the ground, and sent us to that place
where hope never comes. It is increasingly a matter of astonishment
and surprise to us, so little ground do we discover for creature-boast
or Pharisaic pride. . What a mercy, however, although "black," to b~
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able to add, "but comely"-comely in His comeliness, pure in His
purity, perfect in His perfection! Oh, how precious is that hymn of
dear Capt. PAGET" A mind at perfect peace with God- "So nigh, so very nigh to God,
Oh, what a word is this!
I cannot nearer be;
A sinner reconciled through bloodFor, in the Person of His S0n,
This, this indeed is peace !
I am as near as He.
"By nature and by practice far- "So dear, so very dear to God,
How very far from God!
More dear I cannot be ;
Yet now by grace brought nigh to
The l')ve wherewith He loves the
Him,
Son,
Through faith in Jesus' blood.
Such is His love to me!
"vVhy should I ever careful be,
Since such a God is mioe P
He watches o'er me night and day,
And tells me, 'Mine is thine!'"
We can never forget a remark made to us by the beloved writer
of the foregoing hymn, during a short visit we paid to him at.
Ipswich, upwards of forty years ago. He was at the time in a.
101V place, as regards soul-matters,
but he took encouragement, he
said, from the fact of the man by the pool of Bethesda, who had
been affiicted for eight-and-thirty year:;:, that Jesus "knew he had been
a long time in that case." Dear PAGET'S hopes with respect to himself
were based upon that very fact; and surely no greater proof could
be needed of the Lord's haying afterwards brought him out so fully
and so blessedly than the foregoing so precious song of Sion.
5. vVe will just add, that the beautiful flowers our, correspondent
so kindly sent were duly appreciated. The dear wiftl (who is a.
rare admirer of such) very speedily arranged them for the table, as.
the kind giver wished.
THE EDITOR.

PRINTERS' PENSION, ALMSHOUSE, AND ORPHAN ASYLUM
CORPORATION.
[The following, we are sure, will be read with interest.-ED.]
Printe1's' Almshouses, Wood Green, N., April 2-!th, 1885.
DEAR AND REV. SIR,-We, the inmates of the Printers' Almshouses.
at VVood Green, beg to return our sincere and grateful thanks to
you for your kindness for preaching a sermon for the purpose of
establishing a nucleus for an Endowment Fund for our future welfare~
The paper containing the hymns used on that occasion was beautifully selected. The brief memoirs .of the authors of the hymns ar~
highly interesting. I have had the pleasure, when a lad, of hearing
the late Dr. HAWKER preach in Charles Church, Plymouth; and, afterthe sermon, I have heard him give out that dear old hymn, "Abba,
Father, Lord, we call Thee." I can assure you that the inmates were·
indeed well pleased with the likeness you so kindly sent to tnem, and.
also with the cards, "Prayers for Birthday Blessings."
For past and present kindnesses, we remain, dear and rev. sir,
Yours sincerely and affectionately,
Rev. D. A. Doudnev, D.D.
J. AVENT, Wcvrd~'f.
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INQUIRY.-IS IT FROM THE LORD?
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Having in this month's Magazine read a paper entitled,
" The Voice of God Internally," I feel that I should like to send you
an account of the experience I have ~een passing through, and ask your
opinion about it.
Some time back, I was thrown into the company of a very worldly
)Toung man, who soon began to pay me some attention, and to seek
my. company. Now, I had always seen very plainly that two cannot
walk together unless they are agreed, and that it is not the wili of God
that His children should marry with the children of the world, for
He says, "Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers, but let
him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fan." I soon found
that my best affection had gone out to him. I felt that I ought to try
and shun such a temptation, and leave t 11e place, which I did, and
it is now six months since I have seen him; but from the first I
had an intense desire for his conversion.
I seemed to have the
prayer of faith given me, and this promise was very much laid on
my heart-" If two of you shall agree ou earth, as touching anything
that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father which
is in heaven"; and a dear Christian friend, who united with me in
prayer, said the same promise had been bro\lght to her mind to
plead. I feel sure he will be brought out of nature's darkness into
God's marvellous ligh~; and I cannot help hoping that the Lord will
then bring us together again. I have felt encouraged to hope this,
and I think more so since reading the paper referred to, and the
one entitled, "Is it of the Lord?" Do you think it may be tlle
voice of God bidding me wait for the blessing, or is it perhaps presumptuous to hope for so much?
Now, dear sir, I must ask you to forgi ve me for aking up so much
of your time; but I feel that you are always ready to help the
Lord's little ones for His sake.
I am, sir, yours respectfully,
AN EARNEST HEADER UF THE GOSPEL MA.G.!.Z[NE.

Richmond, ..April 26th, 1885.
REPLY.

As there is no matter in which we, as crBatures, are so likely to
be misled as when and where the affections are wrought upon, our
most emphatic reply to our correspondent is, WATCH A::-lD 'vVAIT!
Humanly speaking, time alone can prove what the real state of
the case. Mark, there is a momentous di"stinction between God's
lJe1'missive and His approving will. For the purpose of giving them a
little insight into their own hearts (and, after all, it is but ·little they
can bear), He allows tnem to go certain lengths, and apparently yields
Then, at a riper
to their so ardent requests and importunate pleas.
stage, He most lovingly and mercifully interposes; and, a3 He enables
them to bear it, He discovers to them what would have been the hapless consequences, had He given them their heart's previous so fervent
In that clearer light it is that they understand the poet,
desire.
when he said-

Tilt:· Gospel JVlagazill-e.
" Good, when He gives, supremely good;
NOl'

less when He clenies

J

•

E'en c'l'osses, in Ris sovereign hands,
Are bless·ings in disguise."

Personally, we are often at a loss to think for which the redeemed and
glorified will have greatest reason to bless and praise, magnify and adore,
their great and gracious Lord God-His gifts or His withholdings.-ED.
PRINTERS'

PENSIO~,

ALMS HOUSE, AND ORPHAN ASYLUM
CORPORATION.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SI't,-I have gratefully to acknowledge the receipt of some
amounts towards the object for which you kindly pleaded when you
recently occupied the pulpit of the Church of St. Andrew-by-thevVardrobe, London.
You will b3 glad to know that the amount
collected at the offertory upon the occasion has been augmented by
donations from friends who were unable to attend to the sum of £50,
which amount I have received, per Mr. JUDD, C.C., Churchwarden.
In answer to the very urgent appeal which you kindly inserted in
the May Number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I have also received the
following-Mrs. A~N ROGERS, 'l'nnbridge 1;\T ells, 103. j "Anonymous,"
Hlldderslield. (stamps), 10s. j Mr. W. S. BRITIAIN, Southport, £5 j
"Psalm xxxi. 1," £25-total, £31.
I have some reason for believing that the failure to obtain an earlier
response to the appeal has been occasioned by the "Form of Contribution," which was inserted in the April Number, having been
inadvertently overlooked, to which may be added the fact that the
day selected for the occasion of the special service was not a convenient one for the members of the printing craft, who are specially
From the greater publicity which is now
interested in the· result.
being given to the object of your appeal, and in response to your own
generous offer of further pecuniary help, I am encouraged to believe
that the suggested £ 100 as a nucleus for the Printers' Almshouse
Endowment .J!'und. will soon be realized.
On behalf of the Executive of th6 Printers' Pension, Almshouse, and
Orphan Asylum Corporation, I am desired gratefully to acknowledge,
through the pages of the GUSPEL MAGAZINE, the amounts which have
been received from unknown correspondeuts.
I am, dear sir, yours very truly,
J. S. HODsoK,
Grays Inn Chambers, 20, High Holborn,
Secretary.
London, May 12th, 1885.
[Up to the present date we have received, on behalf of the abovenamed object, 4s. from "A Fellow-Pllgrim"j 103. from Mr. A. CUMPSTEY, .
Blackburn j £~ 2s. frun! Mr. FRlmERIOK ULLMER, London j £1 from
Mrd. C. T. BARGE, Southport j £:2 from the Misses PARKER, Seaforth j
Miss POPPLEW.I!:LL, 105. j lVII's. E. P. KNOCKER, 5s. j Mr. Alderman DE
KEYSER, £5 5s. j A Mite from Brighton, 5s. j Miss D. STILL, Brockley,
£1 Is. j Mr. H. LEA, 5s. j D. A. D., £5 j Messrs. H. H. WILLIANS and
CO., £5 j Mr. HEi'iHY PIPER, £1 j H. D., 2s. 6c!. j K K. H., 10d.]
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HOPES AND HELPS.

To .the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,- Last evening I received my
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which I have been anxiously looking for, as I
wished so much to know how you had gone on in London, though I
felt quite sure the Lord would uphold you, and give you strength
equal to every emergency.
The first thing I opened to was your precious sermon. Tears rolled
down my cheeks to-day whilst reading it. I am sure those who came
to hear you, hungering· for the bread of life, would not be sent
empty away; nor will those who read it be less edified. You say
you did not feel the unction, life, &c., in the pulpit you could have
desired. Ah! my dear brother, the strength and the power was for
those who heard you; it was life- and meat for them, I am sure.
I haye indeed had a rich feast to-day, there having been more of
your writings than usual, which I assure you r have much enjoyed.
Oh, may it please our dear Lord to spare you yet a little longer,
ana still enable you to feed the Church of God! Though He
only ktlows the labour, the anxiety, the soul-travail, it entails upon you
tu accomplish it, yet He is able to sustain you and help you through.
. I really have had a most precious day. On first awaking this
morning, I was indulged with such sweet communion with my adorable Redflemer, my pillow was wet with tears. Such a humbling!
such a drawing! such a desire to cleave more closely to Him who
is my All in all! . But ah! I well know these bright shinings do not
continue long. Satan and the world soon creep in, and we are filled
with pride. Oh, that my God may keep me vpry low and humble,
for I am such a wayward, rebellious, uncil'ateful, and hell-deserving
sinner-not worthy of all the blessings 3.nd mercies He bestows upon me!
I do feel thankful, my dear brother, you were so highly blessed
during the singing of the "Abba Hymn of Praise" after your sermon
that evening. How it reminds me of the many times during my
pilgrimage when, after feasting on the bread of life during the
sermon, 0,1' the singing of some suitatle hymn afLerwards, I have been
so overcome that I could ~carcely contain myself! It has been, as
Y0:1 say, like heaven upon earth.
"Oh, what will it be to be there 1 >'
I was disappointed in the amount of the collection, which I saw
announced in the Rock paper, and I fel t sure you would be also. I
do hope and pray that the Lord may incline the hearts of those
who have it in their power of the readers ot the Gasp.!!:!, MAGAZINE who
have from time to time been blessed and strengthened in the heavenly
race, by reading the precious truths contained therein, to send you the
help you crave for the good cau.,e, and gladden your heart at this
particular time. ,-,
May the God of all grace bestow upon you, my dear brother, the
richest of His blessings, and spare you yet Dlan)' 'years, is the prayer,
with much Christian love, of yours affectionately in Him,
8outhpo1't, .May 3Hl, 18t:5.
C. T. B.
• Ollr dear coruspondent enclosed a postal order for £1 towards the good
cause we sought to advocate.-ED.
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REPLY.

"Ve thank our aged sister for her so cheering and valuable testimony. It has confirmed us in the opinion expressed in our last, that
probably, whilst death was working in us, there was life in sweet
exercise in the hearers. The Lord be praised for the many testimonies which we have received in proof of this fact. But, as stated
in our last, the more we have reflected upon that service and its
~,ssociations, the more have we been struck ,~ith the Lord's wise and
gracious dE'alings j for, as we intimated before, had we fdt at (irst as we
felt at last, during the singing of that precious" Abba" hymn, we should
l1ave, in all probability, broken down. Our late dear brother-in-law,
the Incumbent of Charles Ohapel (now St. Luke's Church), Plymouth,
has told us that, at times, he was so overcome in the pulpit with a
sense of tbe Lord's goodness and tender mercies, that he was obliged
to make additional effort to speak louder and the more emphatically,
in order to suppress his feelings, Personally, we so well know what
this is, that we are obliged to ask the Lord to give us calmness and
self-possession, otherwise our feelings would gain the mastery.
Apart, however, from the facts to which we referred in our last
touching the associations of that evening and its servicp., there were
other reasons whieh, but for the Lord's overrnling and gracious ordering
hand, would have contributed, in no small degree, to an already overwrought and deeply sensitive mind. There came into the vestry, just·
before the service was about to commence, our old and valued friend,
the Rev, G. IV. STRATON-SO changed in appearance, in consequence
of age and debility, that. for the moment, we scarcely knew him.
Instantly, a whole train of circnmstances came to mind-the fact that
he was either the first or second of our correspondents in connection
with this Magazine, five-and-forty years ago. He, too, it was that was
one of the chief instruments the Lord was pleased to employ, in regard
to our entering the ministry. \TIT e can never forget this. Hence it was
with difficulty we could suppress what we felt, as we saw our old friend
so feeble and prostrate. It was indeed a forcible reminder of one's
own fast-declining condition.
Again, as we sat within the communion-rails, we could but be
reminded that, but a few weeks before, we had sat, as we ourselves
and others thought, by the side of the dying bed of the dear brother
who then occupied the opposite seat by that communion-table. Our
·dear friend SAU?\DERS, who took part in the service by reading the
lesson that evening, had but recently been raised from a long and
critical illness, in which for a time life appeared to hang in the balance.
r had taken down, as I thought, what would prove to be his dying
testimony. How different, therefore, the present circumstances j and
all so calculated to arouse and excite-yea, to enkindle-deep feeling
and emotion! Hence how necessary the course the Lord saw fit to
pursue! Ah! we see it now, and bless and praise Him for the same.
This reminds us, whilst writing, of a question we once put, in the
early part of our ministry, to that champion for God ana truth, the late
Rev. DANIEL FOLEY. The question we asked him was, "Do you
pray for comfort in the pulpit 1 " His memorable answer was in the
negative. He was accustomed to ask, he said, that he might have
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grace and strength to deliver the Lord's message clearly and faithfully.
That answer was instrumental in making an entire change in our
petitions with respect to pulpit-work. We ceased from that time to
ask for comfort (which until then had be~n a prominent feature in our
prayers, so-called), and thenceforth were led to entreat that we might
have a clear insight into truth, and. that we might be enabled to speak
'with fearlessness and faithfulness, tenderness and affection; and we
record it to the praise of our adorable Lord and Master, we have had,
by contrast, ten-fold-yea, a hundred-fold-more comfort since thus
pleading than we had before. Yea, it is very rare, blessed be His
.name, but we have at least a crumb or two for ourselves, whilst in
·the act of seeking to break the bread of life for others.
And the subject has been presented to our own mind in this simple
way. Whilst in the act of entertaining his guests, does the' host, or
the carver, first and foremost consider himself, by reserving the best
bits of the fish or the joint-the poultry or the game-for his own
use 1 On the contrary, does not his personal satisfaction arise from
seeing that his guests are well pleased 1 Is not his satisfaction based
upon theirs? In like manner, doefl not the real messenger love in
simplicity and faithfulness to deliver his Master's message 1 and does
it not afford him a grateful pleasure when he beholds the attentive
· and interested listening to and receiving such message 1 Hence the
comfort comes from, so to speak, a reflective power. The Gospel message,
or glad tidings of hope and peace and joy, reaches the heart and sho\vs
itself in the countenance of a poor sinner, and then reflows-comes
· back-into the heart and sour of the messenger; and sweetly and
blessedly does he experience the mercy that, in "watering others," he
himself is "watered" likewise, and that, "as iron sharpeneth iron, so
doth the countenance of a mari his friend."
Those seasons of which you speak, dear si ter, are. indeed rare. They
are like angels' visits, few and far between-short and sweet---and yet,
short and rare as they may be, what a savour they leave behind them,
Yea, so much so, that their continuance and nninterruption would tend
to render us unfit for our present position, and lit le adapted to minister
to those who are called to contend with the difficulties and dangers
inseparable from the journey of the wilderness.
It was only yesterday a deeply-tried and sorely-exercised' one
remarked to us that "it wa.s well for her and others that we were
not always on the top of the tree." Without doubt, such is the case.
Hence the Apostle said, \' If we are affiicted, it is for your sakes" ; and
· how often has one seen that pe1'sonal trials lead. to a 1'elative blessing!
'VeIl do we rememher a remark made to us by the late highly-honoured
J"0SEPH IRONS, some three-and-forty years ago. Quoting the observation of one of his hearers, he stated that she said, "'vVe don't like you
to be in trouble, Mr. IRONS, for your own sake; but we always get the
benefit of it." And so it is, by trouble or exercise of some sort, the
Lord's setvants instrumentally are furnished with freshness and power.
Ah! dear sister, well may you say, "What will it be to be there 1"
How" often we take shame to ourselves that we should so linger and
loiter, as we do, when, from our advanced years, we must of necessity
be so near the end pf our race! Upon the same principle we reproach

The, Gospel MagazUle.

399

ourselves that we should ever take trials or affiictions to heart, seeing
that, for the like reason-old age-those trials and affiictions must be
of short--very short-duration. It is, however, the thought of what
will befall those whom we leave behind that causes us anxiety. And
yet, even these fears and misgivings meet at times with their wellmerited rebuke, whilst we thus virtually call in question the Lord's
all-sufficiency as well as divine faithfulness, For example, whilst in
conversation yesterday with the tried one of whom we spoke just
now, she testified to the following fact.
She had long felt that her
'husband was in possession of a something that she lacked. It gave
her great concern in consequence. Towards the close of his life,
which terminated very suddenly, they had had certain memorable
conversations, in one of which she expressed her anxie.ty as to what
would become of her and the childreu, in case of his removal. He
spake soothingly and most hopefully to her in reply, neither the one
nor the other for a moment imagining- at the time that he was
within a few hours to be taken home. Sudden and unexpected, however,
as that removal was, to use her own words, no sooner did she perceive that he was really gone than the burden-all her fears and
misgivings about herself-was removed.
There was instantaneous
relief. The cloud had dispersed. Years have passed away since;
and we have personally been the eye-witness of how the Lord has
verified His Word in her case and that of her dear fatherless
children, one of whom was born three or four months after the father's
death. Yea, He has in very deed richly and blessedly fulfilled His
promise, "Leave thy fatherless children; I will preserve them alive;
and let thy widows trust in Me." Bleiised, praised, for ever to be
adored, our good and gracious, all-suffi..:ient God and Father in
Christ Jesus!
THE EDITOR j
SOME TRIALS OF OXFORD.
"My Spirit shall not always strive with man," God hath said; and I
am led to believe that this refers to the Holy Spirit given to God's
own children, which in them is ever striving, as it were, against the
fleshly religion of carnal man, both in himself and in others. 'When
a sermon, not of truth, is heard, in vain does the new-born soul
wait to hear tke testimony of Jesus, find the sermon is ended, but
the soul is left unfed. No living water has quenched that thirst
which has been 80 intense, and increased by long and weary waiting.
But how different when a minister of God, gleaning fair, priceless
treasures from the Book of books, open before him, testifies to the
truth, and tells of Jesus! Then the child of dad begins to live anew;
the heart throbs, the heart begins to glow, and the livlng water is
poured in streams of mercy upon his thirsty soul. Then indeed does
he go on his way rejoicing.
But never, in Oxford, in any church, has such been experienced by
him who writes these lines. In vain he goes from church to church,
"seeking rest, but finding none."
Only in one small chapel has he
lately discovered that the truth is preached in the whole of this vast city.
On going by chance the other day into the bed-room of an acquaint-
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ance, he saw printed on a card, entitled "Morning Thoughts," these
words" A charge to keep I have;
A God to glorify ;
A never· dying soul to save,
And fit it for the sky."
Then indeed did the Spirit of the Lord strive within him (as he
trusts). He must speak a word against this false doctrine. Turning
quietly to the owner of those lines and room, he said, "I see on that
-card that it implies that man can, and has to, save his own soul. I do
not think that is Scriptural. David says, 'No man hath quickened
his own soul.'" "Is that really in Scripture 1" said the friend. "Yes,"
he said; "and, besides, if we call save our own souls, I do not see what
need we have of a Saviour." "Oh, don't talk grandmother to me ! " said
the friend. " Grandmother, indeed! It is the truth," replied the other;
and, bidding "Good-night," the writer of these words quietly left the
room.
On another occasion, a friend came up to his rooms, and asked if
he had ever written a sermon. He replied that he had tried to, but
that he had only one at hand. "Oh, never mind!" said the friend. "I
wish you would read it to me." The friend was going. to take holy
·orders, and was anxious about getting some idea of writing a sermon.
The short sermon then read bad for its text, "For He is our
Peace," The writer endeavoured to show how that only through
Christ and His precious blood was that peace given to the soul. At
the close of the recitation, the author said, "Well, do you agree with
that T"· "Yes," said the friend; "it is very nice, but you have there very
.prominent the doctrine of justification by faith." " Well," said the other,
do you not think it ought. to be 1" "Oh, yes, of course it 'is true," said
·the friend; "but then we have to do something olU'selves, have we not T"
It seemed more plain than ever to the other in this instance how
the unregenerated mind Clings to works, and will not receive Christ
.as He has been revealed to us by God's special grace. These words
have been written with the hope that some may see some hing of the
trials that beset one who loves the eternal truths of God's sovereign
,grace, in his lone career at Oxford, and may, though far away, sym.
pathize with him who, in Christ Jesus, is one ID h them.
May that glorious verse of that glorious hymn, "Rock of Ages,"
-ever have precedence in our hearts to that lying one which, alas! seems
to be a favourite with Young Oxford, before quoted. This is the
verse" Not the labour of my hands
Can fulfil Thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and. Thou alone."
Oh, dear friends, may the light which has shined in our hearts ever
a,eep the truth clear and fixed before us; and, whilst in a dark world,
may we go from day to day ever looking unto Him "who hath called
~lS out 'of darkness into His marvellous light."

