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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

OUR FIFTIETH, OR JUBILEE EDITORIAL YEAR.
"Ye have not passed tltis uay heretofore."-J OSHUA ill. 4.
WE have been led to this portion as a suitable one with which to
enter upon our fiftieth editorial year, for truly we "have not passed
this way heretofore"; and, in the past, little did we conceive that
we should ever do so. To God be all the praise! We can only
contemplate the fact with adoring wonder ~and amazement, that
the mercies of which we have been the recipient in connection with
this work should so long, so uninterruptedly, so ceaselessly, have
been vouchsafed.
Our position, dear reader, is a rare one. Very few, if any, have
been the men who have been permitted to continue their labours,
in regard to one and the same work, for such a lengthened period
as that which has been extended to us. So far, however, from its
entitling us, individually, to any credit or self-satisfaction, our
position presents itself to us in a totally different light. Deeply
conscious are we of the frailty, infirmity, and shortcomings which
have been inseparable from our labours. Intensely do we feel the
needs-be for giving heed to the Master's injunction, "Having
done all, say, We are unprofitable servants." The deep consciousness of that "unprofitableness" humbles us in the very dust befor~
Goel. Hence we rejoice as we meet with certain acknowledgments in the sacred Word, expressive upon the part of the speakers
of their sense of sinfulness and shortcomings. Upon these grounds
we gather proof and evidence that the Lord has ever had to do
with sinners, such as we feel ourselves to be.
This language may appear strange to some. They may, however,
be led to take a different view of matters if, without prejudice,
they can consider our position. From the actual nature of things, we
must be near-very near-the relinquishing the post we have been
permitted so long to occupy. The time for rendering an account
of our stewardship cannot be far off. It must be nigh-very
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nigh.

We have, therefore, not only to contemplate the fact
itself, but to Whom also that account is to be rendered. How
great-how holy-how righteous and all-seeing-is the Being be.fore whom we must stand! "The very heavens are not pure in
His sight, and He chargeth His angels with folly." What said
the Prophet, in prospect of appearing before Him-and that, perhaps, not so much in anticipation of a final appearing before Him,
at the last great assize,' or upon his personal entrance to vast
eternity, but his appearance before Him whilst yet a sojourner on
earth, and still tabernacling in a house of clay? What said he,
under such circumstances? Why, thus did he express himself"Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before
the high God? Shall I come before Him with burnt-offerings, with
calves of a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands
of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my
first-born for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of
my soul? He hath' showed thee, 0 man, what is good; and
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?" (Micah vi. 6-8.)
We are bound to say that, whilst a spirit of indifference-if not
of absolute contempt, saying, "Who is the Lord, that we should
obey Him? "-appears to become increasingly rife in these days of
rebuke and blasphemy, the longer we live, the more are we impressed-yea, and that with a solemn awe-as we contemplate tbe
pure and holy character of the Most High, who is " glorious in
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders."
Further, we are the more astounded as we reflect upon His
patience, forbearance, and long-suffering; and, if we may speak
personally, never do we remember to have fallen before the Lord
in such deep humility and brokenness of heart as now! Moreover, whatever self-sa.tisfied professors may say upon the subject, or
whatever construction others may place upon our statement, we are
bound honestly to acknowledge that we never remember to have
cried so earnestly, so ardently, so continuously, for mercy and forgiveness as now! The sins and shortcomings of" our holy things" are
such-not to speak of other aspects of our case-that we are compelled to beseech the Lord to exercise towards us His forbearance,
His forgiveness, and to vouchsafe to us the renewed assurances of
His love, tenderness, and mercy.
We have already intimated that the conviction of how soonyea, how very soon-we must appear before Him, doubtless contributes very largely to these feelings and emotions.
If the reader is in any wise at a loss to conceive or account for
this state of mind,it is only for him to consider the condition of
the aged and departing ones, as given in the Scriptures, or the
pleadings and acknowledgments of dying believers since Bible days.
Have not each and all, as they drew nigh to the house appointed
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for all living, and as they have contemplated their appearing
before the Great Judge of quick and dead, testified of their sense
-their deep and most humbling sense-of sinnership? Did not
the patriarch strike the key-note which myriads since his day have
taken up and responded to-" Few and evil have the days of the life
of thy servant been"? Such was the answer of Jacob to Pharaoh's
inquiry, "How old art thou?" and such, we repeat, has been
the substance of the testimony of myriads upon myriads since his
day. Where, then, is there the veriest ground for creature-pride or
self-satisfaction? Oh, no I "Unclean! Unclean!" is language far
more becoming for poor sinners to adopt, when attempting to
approach the mercy-seat. "Enter not into judgment with Thy
servant, 0 Lord, for in Thy sight shall no man living be justified,"
may well be our plea.
In regard to that personal experience to which we have briefly
alluded, we believe we are by no means singular. If we mistake
not, the more we know of the present state of mind of the children
of God, we shall find that, for most part, they are solemnly and
very deeply exercised. Yea, there is a special peculiarity about
their exercises. There is that which forcibly reminds them of the
language of the Apostle Peter-" Beloved, think it not str(tnge
concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange
thing happened unto you, but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings."
Now, we believe that this state of things is ordered, not merely
that thereby there should be fellowship with Christ in His sufferings, but that it should be connected with that" need be in heaviness
through manifold temptations," for the "trial of faith," of which
the Apostle speaks in the opening chapter of his first Epistle.
And this "trial of faith," in the present day, in a sense differs from
that of past times, because, as we approach the end, as connected
with the inquiry, "When the Son of Man cometh, shall He find
faith [or, the faith] upon the earth?" there shall appear those
signs and tokens which were foretold as bespeaking the near
approach of the end. Now, we would seriously inquire of the
thoughtful and observant reader, Axe these signs and tokens
wanting, or not? Was there ever a period of greater excitement
than the present ? Was sensationalism or novelty ever so rife
as now? Whilst, on the one hand, a fearful amount of scepticism
and atheism exists, on the other hand, there is the most lightsome
and presumptuous treatment of eternal realities. The one party
"stretch. out their hand against God, and strengthen themselves
against the Almighty, running upon Him, even on His neck,
upon the thick bosses of His bucklers." The others deal with
eternal verities after the vaguest, most frivolous, and unscriptural
manner, mixing up the Church and the world, so as to bring
about a compromise and an expediency which calls for no creature-
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crucifixion or fleshly self-denial. Moreover, the greater the excitement and the more sensational the attraction, the more intense
the vainly-imagined zeal for God, and the more acceptable such
supposed services for Him.
Now, we are persuaded, as a counteracting preservative from all
such crafty, Satan-devised, and mqst deceptive and destructive
influences, the really Spirit-taught and Spirit-led children of God
are, as before remarked, specially tried and peculiarly exercised.
Hence their partial darkness as a preservative against a false
light,. their lceakneS8, in order that they may realize where their
great strength lies; their fears, that they may be listening for the
Lord's gracious" Fear nots"; their thorough helplessness, that they
may have an ever freshness of knowledge of who and what their
great Helper is; their loneliness, that they may seek for, and the
more thoroughly estimate, the sweetness and the preciousness of
their divine Leader, Guardian, and Guide. These experiences help
to constitute that personal knowledge, holy freedom, and divine
familiarity which, blessed be God, exist even here in the timestate, find in their wilderness condition, between the Lord's dear
people and Himself! This is the practical answer to the inquiry,
"Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon
her Beloved? " Yes, blessed be God, it is her "Beloved," after
all; and, in spite of all her fears and her manifold misgivings,
she can, even out of the very depths of sorrow, weakness, and
seeming desertion, exclaim, "Lord, Thou knowest all things;
Thou knowest that I love Thee"; for" Whom have I in heaven
but Thee? and there is none upon earth I desire in comparison
with Thee. My flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the strength
of my heart and my portion for ever."
But we must come to thl3 words of our text-" Ye have not passed
this way heretoj01·e",. and, as we have already stated, we feel
that they are specially suited to our present position, for, varied
as our circumstances have been, still we have now reached a
period, and are entering upon a condition, unlike any with which
we have been already personally familiar. There are, therefore,
facts touching the passage of the Jordan, in regard to Israel of
old, which are rich in suggestion, and fraught with greatest comfort and encouragement, as far as all wilderness pilgrims to Zion
are concerned.
Now, the first thought that strikes us, beloved, is the freshness
of the position. The words, "Ye have not passed this way heretofore," so clearly bespeak this newness or freshness. Varied as
had been the route, and numberless as had been the interpositions
and deliverances for and on behalf of Israel, yet" the hand of the
Lord was not shortened, that it could not save; nor His ear heavy,
that it could not hear," whatever might befall them in regard to
present extremity, or whatever they might come in contact with
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in their future course. Hence there was the clearest evidence that
J ehovah's resources were by no means exhausted. How definitely
would Joshua's words bespeak this. "Sanctify yourselves," said
he, "for to-morrow the Lord will do wonders among you." As
much as to say, "So far from the Lord's having done all He can
do, or His stock and store running short, or His means failing,
He is about to exceed, in His wondrous doings, all that He has
ever as yet done."
And, beloved, here we pause to say that, manifold as have been
the Lord's mercies in the past, boundless as has been His goodness, matchless and marvellous His love, wondrous His dealings,
astounding His compassion, infinite His patience, forbearance, and
long-suffering, He is yet going to exceed and surpass all. Yes,
indeed, in spite of all the past-amazing as that past has been, in
all the blessed displays of wisdom, love, and power-the Jutt~re,
we had nearly said, shall eclipse the 1'{ihole! The Queen of Sheba's
words shall come to mind, "The half was not told me," and the
dear Redeemer's own statement shall be richly verified and fulfilled, "Hitherto ye have asked nothing in My name; ask and
receive, that your joy may be full." The Lord's interposing
hand and His delivering mercy shall be such as to amaze and
astound. The whole soul shall be enamoured of His goodness, and
love, and mercy. It will be ready to burst its bonds and snap its
fetters ere yet it is quit of this mortal clay. The roused one from
the Peter-like slumbers, ere the seeming approach of death on the
morrow, shall, when" the light shines" in his prison-house, and
with the gentle smiting and the loving voice of the Angel of the
covenant, "Arise up quickly," is heard, the "chains shall fall off
from his hands." Ah! yes, those chains-those cruel fettersthat hard bondage and dread captivity, with all its gloomy forebodings-shall instantly fall off. The dreaming one, in his fresh
life-in his new strength-in his heaven-born power-shall accompany that bright and blessed Angel. Oh, mark His words, dear
reader, and consider 'le/U re as well a-s ichen they were spoken"Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals; . . . . cast thy garment
about thee, and follow Me." In spite of the fact that he was still
in the prison, encompassed by his soldier-guards-watchers in the
prison and at its doors-notwithstanding all, in his seeming vision,
and as yet failing to realize that all was true, he follows his Divine
Leader. They pass the first and the second ward. What a difference the passing out to the passing in upon the part of Peter!
And" they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city,
which opened to them of his own accord."
Beloved, whilst all this was literal, it was also prophetic. If
Peter, the prisoner-if Peter, the apparently doomed one, as far as
the prospect of the morrow was. concerned-was thus dealt with, and
,,,hen as yet he was to be a sojourner and a pilgrim and a. wrestling
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one, as far as the time-state was concerned, oh, what about "the
wonders" that the Lord shall work for and on behalf of His departing and home-bound ones? Ah! if" the iron gate that led
to the city opened of its own accord," when the Angel and Peter
passed through, how much more shall that" iron gate," that seemingly impregnable barrier, that leadeth to the heavenly city-the
New Jerusalem-open to ~ion's pilgrims, when the set time to
favour Zion has fully come, and its heaven-bound ones are led onward and homeward by the Angel of the everlasting covenant,
and when that happy state of things, "They shall see His face
with Joy," is about finally and for ever to be experienced.
Dear reader, will not that in very deed be a rich and a blessed
fulfilment of Joshua's words, "To-morrow the L01'd ~cill do ~oonders
among you"?
"Oh, glorious hom! oh, blest abode!
I shall be near and like my God;
Nor flesh, nor sin, shall e'er control
The sacred pleasures of my soul.
"There shall I see, and heal', and know
All I desired or wished below;
And every power find sweet employ
In that eternal "World of joy."

Our next thought, beloved, is the fulfilment of the Lord's
promises respecting Israel. We should seek ever to keep in remembrance, that with the Lord's promise to deliver Israel from
their Egyptian captivity was the pledge that He would put them
in possession of CaIlaan. He covenanted to take them out of the
one place into the other. This, we repeat, is a connection that
should never be overlooked; a bond never to be broken; a covenant
never to be disannulled. And, blessed be His great and ever-adorable
name, the pledge is equally sacred upon the part of J ehovah" The Lord will give grace and glory; and no good thing will He
withhold from them that walk uprightly." The grace and the glory
are twin-gifts. They can never be severed, 1'he one is sure to
follow the other. This is as certain as J ehovah can make it. It
is a pledge in which is embraced both His power and His veracity.
Hence, the doubting, or calling it in question, is an indignity
offered Him; therefore all such questioneIs are at fault, and who
dares claim exception to this universal rule? Hence the pity,
the patience, the forbearance of the Almighty are the more marked
and gracious. He both pities and pardons. "He knoweth their
frame; He remembereth that they are but dust."
Moreover, there is a precious connecting link between the grace
and the glory, the which the Lord J ehovah is equally pledged to
abide by. It is the" no good thing which He will withhold from
them that walk uprightly." Now, this pledge secures the fulfilment
of the promise-Cl Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy
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days, so shall thy strength be"; "Thy bread shall be given
thee, and thy waters shall be sure"; "No weapon formed against
thee shall prosper, and every tongue rising in judgment against
thee thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of
the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord";
"When the enemy cometh in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord
shall lift up a standard against him." Therefore the grace and the
glory, with its inseparable and blessed connection, are involved in
"the covenant" of which the Psalmist testified as being "made
with him, and ordered in all things, and sure."
We have next to speak of the kind aud gracious f01'eslwwing
which the Lord was pleased to vouchsafe to Joshua and the people
of Israel concerning the passage of the Jordan. How calculated
was that foreshowing to allay their fears, and to possess them with a
sacred calmness and a supernatural composure in regard to the
ordeal which awaited them!
First, dear reader, consider the space that was allotted between
the priests and the people. That space was to be "about two
thousand cubits," or three-fourths of a mile; and it was thus
ordered that the people might "know the way by which they
must go." The distance between the priests and the people would
enable the latter to see the way the Lord fulfilled His promise
concerning the severance of the waters, and that sight would
instrumentally endow them with both courage and confidence.
Israel would behold the great and glorious fact that, "as soon as
the soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of the Lord,
the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, that
the waters of J Ol'dan shall be cut off from the waters that come
down from above; and they shall stand upon an heap" (Joshua
iii. 13).
Reader, mark the words, "as soon.". Then, and not till thenthat is, when the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped
in the brim of the water-they stood and rose up "upon an heap."
And was it necessary before? Was it not quite time enough when
they did so, dear reader? Of what avaJ, as far as safety were
concerned, would it have been had the waters separated before the
priests reached their margin? Inasmuch as the ark was the
symbol of Christ's presence, did it not teach the vast and allimportant lesson :that He would most assuredly be in waiting for,
and would effectually see, His people through the Jordan of death?
Did not the interval between the assurance that it should be, and
the fact itself, likewise teach the precious lesson of the character
and operations of faith? Was there any demur or doubting- upon
the part of the priests, when, at the word of command from Joshua,
they went forward, confident that it should be even as it was
.promised? What fools, in the estimation of the world, or bystanders, would such men be considered, as they we:te seen march.i.Iig
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on and on towards the Jordan, the more especially as it "overflowed its banks all the time of harvest." The priests have wellnigh reached its brink. Still the waters flow on and on. TherA
is not the semblance of change or variation from their accustomed
course. Still, without hesitation or halt, the priests march forward
-onward and onward still! Yet but a few paces, and they reach
the sacred spot and arrive at the given moment upon which the
pledge of the immutable J ehovah depends! Another step-the
last! The priests' feet were uplifted, and, upon their descent, or
being replaced, in a moment, as in the twinkling of an eye,
the waters gave way! Instantaneously the downward current was
interrupted! A wall of water both on the right hand and on the
left was raised, as in the Red Sea, so that the favoured tribes might
pass throngh dry-shod! "The priests that bare the ark of the Lord
stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the
Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed
clean over Jordan." "All the people," mark; yea, the least and
the last!
And now, dear reader, a final word about the fears of the
Lord's people. We have seen, in the case of Israel, how purely
the prospect befor~ them, in regard to the "wonders" the Lord
was to do among them, was a matter of faith. There was naught
that was tangible for the eye or the senses to rest npon. On the
contrary, there was, in a merely human point of view, everything
to discourage-all that was calculated to dishearten-as far as
Israel's taking possession of Canaan by way of the Red Sea was
concerned. The waters still ran between the wilderness and it,
precisely as they had done for ages past and gone. No such
miracle as a severance ever had taken place, nor was there the
veriest likelihood of such an occurrence. All centred in and rested
upon the word of J ehovah. His promise, and that alone, was the
basis of hope and expectation. Did such promise fail? Did such
an unlikely thing as the waters of Jordan being arrested, and
divided, and a dry road being made in their midst, take place?
Let facts answer the inquiry. Oh, how glorious is the testimony
that "the priests which bare the ark stood in the midst of Jordan,
until everything was finished that the Lord commanded Joshua
to speak unto the people, according to all that Moses c?mmanded
Joshua: and the people hasted and passed over. And It came to
pass, when all the people were clean passed over, that the ark of
the Lord passed over, and the priests, in the presence of the
people."
"And it came to pass, when the priests that bare the
ark of the covenant of the Lord were come up out of the midst
of Jordan,. and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up unto
the dry land, that the waters of Jordan returned unto their
place, and flowed over all his banks, as they did before" (Joshua
iv. 10, 11, 18).
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Moreover, the faots were to be memorialized by twelve stones
being set up in the midst of Jordan,' as well as by it, so, as
Joshua said, "When your ohildren shall ask their fathers in time
to oome, saying, What mean these stones? Then ye shall let
your ohildren know, saying, Israel oame over this Jordan on dry
land. For the Lord your God dried up the waters of Jordan
from before you, until ye were passed over, as the Lord your
God did to the Red Sea, which He dried up from before us, until
we were gone over: that all the people of the earth might know
the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty: that ye might fear the
Lord your God for ever" (Joshua iv. 21-24).
Reader, and have we no answer to give to the question, "What
mean these stones?" Have there not been thousands upon thousands-yea, myriads upon myriads-to ratify and confirm the
great fact, so sweetly and so blessedly illustrated in Joshua's day,
that when the feet of Zion's pilgrims touch the waters of the
Jordan, they shall divide? A safe and a satisfactory road shall be
found through them, for Christ, the antitypical Ark, shall be seen
therein, waiting and watching till each and every Zion-bound
pilgrim shall have passed safely over. Then cheer up, dear
fellow-traveller!
" Shudder not to pass the stream,
Venture all 'thy care on Him;
Him whose dying love and power
Stilled its tossing, hushed its roar.
"Safe is the expended wave;
Gentle as a summer's eve;
Not one object of His care
Ecer s1!jfe1'ed shipw1'eck the1·e."

..

There are two thoughts, beloved, which we are anxious to add
to what has already been expressed. The first is, in an experimental sense, as to what Joshua said to Israel-" Sanctify yourselves, for to-morrow the Lord will do wonders among you."
Now, to such as have long watched the Lord's hand, and marked
and admired His marvellous meroies and His wondrous acts. it
may seem impossible that even the omnipotent J ehovah can surpass or exceed those acts. Well do we personally remember,
some seven-and-thirty years ago, the Lord graciously applying the
words, "Thou shalt see greater things than these." Our mental
response immediately was, "Lord, how is it possible for Thee to
show me greater things than Thou already hast done?" However,
blessed be His name, from that time to this, He has oonstantly
not only "loaded us with benefits," and that day by day, and
hour by hour, but He has visited us, shall we say, with a ceaseless
series of surprisgs? So far from His having exhausted His store,
or left Himself with little else or nothing more to bestow, each
fresh gift has seemed to surpass the previous ones, so that there
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has, in very deed, been the rich and blessed fulfilment of what
was said by the governor of the feast at the marriage in Cana of
Galilee, "Thou hast kept the good wine until now."
Moreover, we venture to think that this saying will hold good
on and on to the last. The Lord our God will continue to amaze
and astound us with His good and gracious dealings-the merciful
and marvellous displays of His love and tenderness-all the journey
through.
To our poor little finite minds this may seem impossible; but
. it is only for us to consider His dealings in the past, in order that
some light may be. thrown upon this apparent difficulty. To speak
of our own case, by way of illustration. Sixty-three years ago,
the Lord was pleased to give us such a faith's view of Christ, in
His own divine Person, that the remembrance of it, short and
passing as that glimpse was, time could never obliterate. That
glorious view has twice since been repeated in the visions of the
Eight, and so sacred and' so supernatural were they, that we dare
not attempt, by any feeble effort of our own, to repeat them.
The manifestations were so divine as to remind us of the caution
given at the back of Horeb, when, in answer to Moses' saying,
with respect to the burning bush, "I will now turn aside, and see
this great sight, why the bush is not burnt," the Lord said, " Draw
not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground."
Now, if, by a simple act of faith, and in spite of our poor fallen
nature and all its fleshly surroundings, there continues the vivid
remembrance of these divine manifestations, what, when" freed from
the burden of the flesh, and in everlasting joy and felicity," must
the full and open vision of God and the Lamb-the face-to-face
view of Jesus-be? Even the previously highly-favoured John,
when he saw Him in His .glory, "fell at His feet as dead," so
overwhelmed was he with the sight of" the King in His beauty."
When preaching, some two-and-forty years ago, we remember
making this remark-cc We often think, 'What must the first sight
of Jesus be?'" If we said so then, we may well say so now, after
all we have since proved of His boundless love and mercy, His
marvellous patience, forbearance, and long-suffering. To sum up,
therefore, we contend that, taking all these things into consideration,
we can the more readily understand the sayings, "1'hou shalt see
greater things than these," and "Thou hast kept the good wine
until now."
The second thought which we wished to add was, in regard to
the movements of the priests, as already considered, namely, the
waters of the Jordan not giving way until the feet of the priests
were dipped in them. As we have already said, it was then, and
not until then-that last extremity-the waters were divided.
Such unquestionably will be the' case with respect to all Zion-
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bound pilgrims when they reach the river of so,called death! We
have not the shadow of a doubt of the fact. Dying grace for a
dying hour they must and shall have, for verily the Most High
hath spoken it. They will have it then, and not before, for they
will not need it. But mark, the prospect is by faith, not by
feeling! Our poor flesh does and will recoil. It is by faith we
live and walk, and it is by faith we must conquer and die! It is
at the last, and not until then, that faith will give place to sight!
It is then, and not until then, we shall" see Him as He is!" Meanwhile, it is both our provincr, and our privilege to pray, "Lord,
increase our faith!" .. Lord, I believe; help Thou my unbelief!"
Yea, it is for us to ask that we may be able to say, "I will
trust, and not be afraid," and "What time I am afraid I will trust
in Thee."
What a number of our correspondents, and how numerous the
readers of this work, during our forty-nine years' connection with
it, have proved these things as a sweet and blessed reality! Verily,
numberless doubting and fearing ones have realized the truth of
the promise, "At evening time it shall be light." Even since we
commenced this article, as we have stated elsewhere, we have been
informed of two, personally.known to ourselves, who have thus
triumphed at last. They were fellow-labourers in the Lord. The
one, verging upon his four-score years, stretched out his withered
hand to a brother in Jesus, and fellow-labourer in the vineyard of
the Lord of Hosts, and said, "As the mountains are round a:bout
Jerusalem, so is the Lord round about His people, from this time
forth and for evermore." They were his last words! The other,
not in the leastwise suspecting that his aflliction was unto death,
upon being apprized by his medical attendant that he could not
li ve, so far from being overcome by fear or dread, e:s:claimed,
"Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according
to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."
'Reader, what can you or ourselves want more?
" This God is the God we adore;
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend;
Whose love is as large as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end.
" 'Tis Jesus, the First and the Last,
Whose Spirit will guide us safe home;
We'll pmise Him for all that is past,.
And trust Him for all that's to come."
THE EDITOR.

"PRAY, Mr. NEWTON," asked a young man, "what do you think of
the entra-nee of sin into the world ~ " "Sir," replied he, "I never
think of it. I know there is such a thing as sin in the world, and I
know there is a remedy, and there my knowledge begins and there
it ends."
.
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THE COVENANT OF GRACE.

" The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will show them
His covenant."-PSALM xxv. 14.
I LOVE a covenant religion. "Do you ~" says one. "Why, what in
the world do you mean by 'a covenant religion ' ~ I do not in the
least understand what you mean." I can quite believe this, friend, for,
if you are not in the secret, it is not likely you can. "The secret of
the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will show them His
covenant" ; and if the Holy Spirit has not opened your eyes to see, and
your heart to receive it, you must be in the dark about it. "But I hate
a covenant religion," says another. "It is only narrow-minded people
that would entertain such a thing." If you hate a covenant religion,
it is difficult to imagine how you can love your Bible, for in the Bible
the word "covenant" occurs one hundred and ninety-six times; and,
as the sacred record is the revelation of the will of God, it is pretty
clear that His mind is upon the covenant, and His religion a covenant
religion. I tremble for one who hates what God loves.
But of all persons in the world, ministers of the Church of England
ought to preach a covenant religion, for they have subscribed to the
Thirty-nine Articles, and declared they will preach them; and the
Seventeenth Article has the following clear and Scriptural words"Predestination to life is the everlasting purpose of God, whereby
(before the foundations of the world were laid) He hath constantly
decreed by His counsel, secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation those whorq. He hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to
bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour,"
&c. And where is such a truth preached ~ Alas! in few-ah! very
few-churches in our land. Can, then, the ministers thereof be faithful
to their charge 1 What should we say of a commercial man who, in
his partnership deed, to which he had signed his name, declared that
he would not enter into any betting transactions, nor become bond for
anyone, when, having put his signature and seal to it, he went on to
the turf, and became involved in connection therewith to the tune of
thousands, or became bond to a heavy amount for some man of straw ~
We should say he was unfaithful indeed, and unfit to retain his position
in the world of business. And is not one equally unsatisfactory in his
course and conduct who, having subscribed to a creed, as laid down in
the Articles referred to, he either withholds the declarations thereof, or
explains them away. Such a man I consider is a traitor to the Church
and to his God.
But to away with man's thoughts and man's doings, so false. Let
us come at once to that Book which is our rule of faith, and a sufficient
rule too. We can well afford to abide by its teaching.
Oh, Thou Spirit of truth, lead us into the truth of this important
subject, that writer and reader may be comforted and instructed in
God's way of saving sinners!
And, in order to be clear, let us consider, first, What is the coyenant
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of grace ~ Secondly, notice that it is a secret-yea, "the secret of the
Lord "-and therefore needs divine revelation. Thirdly, to whom this
secret is revealed-" to them that fear Him." And lastly, trace out
some of the blessings that are the result of the covenant of grace, sealed
home by the power of the Holy Spirit.
",Ve are to inquire, then, first, What is the covenant of grace? Perhaps,
in the way of introduction, we do well to look back upon the covenant
of uwks. God, it has been said, was a disappointed God. He planted
a garden in Eden, and there He put man, whom He had formed, giving
him a helpmate, and promising them happiness on certain conditions.
These may be summed up thus-" Do and live. Sin and die. Eat not,
touch not, or punishment must follow." Well, we know the result. They
did eat; they did touch; they did die; and in their fall their· posterity
fell with them in the first transaction, and forsooth, because this was
so, God is called a disappointed God. No such thing! Away with such
a God-dishonouring thought! All this was known and foreordained,
and was to bring in the covenant of redemption, or salvation by grace,
and show to the end of time that, under a covenant of works, no man
living could be saved. "By grace are ye saved, through hith; and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God," &c.
And we shall trace this out more fully if we consider the contrast
between these two covenants and the Headships thereof-the former made
between God and man; the latter between the Persons in the glorious
Trinity. Note, then, with us, that God made man, called "the first
Adam/' but the Last Adam, or Second Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, was
the God-Man, co-equal with the Father and the Holy Spirit. " Great
is the mystery of godliness. God was manifest in the flesh," &c. In the
former case, man was in paradise, surrounded by plenty. " We may eat
of the trees of the garden," said Eve. And though with such plenty,
he fell. The scene of our Lord's temptation was in the wilderness, after
He had fasted forty days and forty nights, and was therefore subjected
to poverty and hunger, yet He did not fall, but triumphed. And,
while Adam fell through the words of a woman-Cl And the man said,
The woman whom Thou gavest me, she gave me of the tree, and I did
eat"-Christ triumphed through the Word-" It is written! It is
written! "-and so, wielding" the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word
of God," He triumphed. The weakness of the first covenant was seen in
the arm of flesh; the strength of the second in the arm of J ehovah.
Through the fall of our first parents, the eyes of both were opened to
behold their natural state. Through the triumph of Jesus, the eyes of
His spiritual seed are opened' to behold their spiritual state. Through
Adam's fall, man by nature is "born in sin, and shapen in iniquity."
Through the triumph of Jesus, we are born of God-a life which
cannot sin, and heirs of everlasting peace and happiness. Sin brought
in death-" For in Adam all die." A Saviour brought in life-Cl For
in Ohrist, all that are in Him shall be made alive." Adam's fall was a
matter of disobedience. Ohrist's temptation, of obedience to the will
of His Father. After the fall of the guilty couple, they hid themselves.
After Christ's triumph, angels ministered unto Him. In a word, the
covenant of works brought condemnation-the covenant of grace, salvation; so that we may well recount those significant and truthful lines-

342

The Gospel Magazine.
"In Adam I'm undone,

Condemned, defiled, enslaved;
In Jesus, and in Him alone,
I'm justified and saved."
Thus, having dwelt upon the Headships of both covenants, and shown
their striking contrast, let us come to the covenant of grace itself. And
here I would premise an inquiry that is important. We know full wen
that, with our finite comprehensions, we cannot grasp at the infinitude;
but, looking back to ages before this world was made, I would ask,
with the deepest reverence of spirit, Can it be conceived that, in that
far-off space, the Eternal Three were only engaged in the plan and
purpose of a material earth ~ Is it not certain that, however wisely and
well all was arranged with regard to this perishing world, Their highest
and most supreme thoughts were upon the plans and purposes of Their
spiritual kingdom, which was not for time merely, but for eternity ~ I
think it would be derogatory to the God of heaven to consider for a
moment otherwise. Plans and purposes were then wisely arranged
concerning Their spiritual kingdom, and those plans and purposes we
call "the. covenant of grace," the insight into which we can only gain
from God's revealed Word. From it we have proof that the covenant
of works, resulting in the fall of our :first parents, was but a broken
prelude to the carrying out and fulfilment of the covenant that should
never be broken, by which, in the sovereign purpose of Jehovah, He
should, from amidst the consequences of that fall, gather ont of the
wreck a people unto Himself, whom He would save with an everlasting
salvation, and bring home to glory, the summing up of which ordering
we have in that declaration, "For whom He did foreknow, He also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might
be the First-born among many brethren. Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called; and whom He called, them He also
justified; and whom He justified, them He also glorified." There I
believe you have~ the whole plan and purpose of God in His covenant
of grace.
Then follow the grand stipulations of each Person in the glorious
Trinity as to the way in which this sovereign scheme should be carried
out, which may be summed up in three points. First, the sovereign
and electing choice of the Eternal Father. Secondly, the vicarious
sacrifice of the Eternal Son, securing the everlasting salvation of the
elect. Thirdly, the divine power of the Eternal Spirit, in bringing the
blessings of that salvation upon the elect of God. This is simplifying
the great and glorious matter of which sp much might be said.
Now, let us just glance a little at the details of this important
covenant, which secures mch inestimable blessings. And we may well
note in unfolding it, first, how clearly the conditions are specified. Thert~
is no confusion of sentences nor of import. We do not pause at the
end of a paragraph, and say what we have frequently to say with regard
to Acts of Parliament-" This is a puzzle. What in the world does it
mean ~ " Of course, we mean that it is clear to the Spirit-taught child
of grace. The wayfaring man, though a fool in worldly wisdom, cannot
err in its divine teaching, when the gracious Spirit of God is his
Teacher. They run something like this. This covenant is for poor,
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helpless sinners, who feel totally unable to do anything towards their
salvation, and throw· themselves upon the mercy and grace of God,
claiming Jesus as their Saviour, on the ground of a feeling sense of their
sinnership, as the declaration is, He" came not to save the righteous,
but sinners." And what rejoices his heart and suits his case is, that
all the conditions are between the Three Persons in the all-glorious
Trinity, and he is left only to receive all as a free gift. "By grace
are ye saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God," &c. All the rest of it is equally clear and concise. My soul
loves such a covenant.
Then, again, we notice that there is no irregularity about this covenant,
for it is confirmed by oath-" Wherein God, willing more abundantly to
. show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable things, in which it was
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us." I cannot
imagine anything calculated to bring the poor si=er greater consolation than God's oath and promise. Such must be indissoluble and unchangeable. Herein is our security. It is fraught with exceeding great
and precious promises. Herein is our consolation. The oath of man
with his fellow-man is considered the most binding thing that can be
betw.een mortals; but what about God's oath, which binds for ever, and
never can be broken ~ Man's, after all, may be deceptive; there is no
deception about God's.
Again, we see that this covenant is duly witnessed. And who by ~ No
earthly witnesses could have put their signatures to it. No; as in the
case of the oath, God could not swear "by a greater than Himself," so
the Eternal Three Themselves were Witnesses of the plan and purpose
of Their own covenant. We are told, with regard to Abraham's possession, "all was made sure." How much more with regard to God's
possession and portion, "which is His own people." All is "made sure."
80 also with Boaz. He said to the elders, "You are witnesses this day
that I have bought all, and in my purchase, Ruth the Moabitess have
I purchased for my wife." Our spiritual Boaz has made all sure, and
in His purchase He has purchased His Ohurch, whom He hath redeemed
and glorified.
Again, we note that this covenant is properly sealed and signed. John
saw the book sealed with seven seals. This was the book of the covenant
of God's decrees and purposes relating to His Ohurch, and being sealed
denotes that it was locked up, only to be unlocked according to the
will and pleasure of its divine Author.
Oh, what a wonderful covenant is this, then, that we have referred to
-unalterable in its character! No unforeseen events can render it null
and void, which is the case sometimes with earthly deeds. It is couched
with God's" I will " and" they shall." Its whole tenor is a matter of
divine sovereignty, omnipotent power, and covenant love.
But now, notice with us, beloved, that this covenant is God's secret.
We have been drawing attention to the clearness and decision of God's
covenant, but we must note that it will not be so to the natural man.
It is, after all, a secnt of the Lord, and one which needs the divine
showing of the Holy Spirit. As our 'passage asserts, "The secret of
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the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will show them His
covenant." And this fact disproves that error which is gaining ground
in these daya, that religion is such a very simple thing-a simple
pretence at following Christ as an Example-and all doctrine and
mystery is beside the mark. But we contend, upon Scriptural grounds,
that it is otherwise. True religion is a matter of revelation, and it is
the revelation of God's secret purposes and love. That this is so is also
proved from the fact that so much in connection with God's movements
are called "mysteries." For instance, His will is called a mystery"Having made known unto us the mystery of God's will" (Eph. i. 9).
Again, the Trinity is a mystery_Cl That their hearts might be comforted,
being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of
understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of
the Father, and of Christ" (Col. ii. 2). Then, the election of God is
called a mystery--" And Jesus said unto them, Unto you it is given to
know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are
without, all these things are done in parables" (Mark iv. 11). The
incarnation also is called a mystery_Cl Great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifest in the flesh," &c. The Gospel of CMist again is called
a mystery-" And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I
may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the Gospel,"
&c. (Eph. vi. 19). Then, further, the wO'rk of the Spirit is called a mystery
-" Now to Him that is of power to stablish you according to my
Gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation
of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, but now
is made manifest," &c. (Rom. xvi. 25, 26). And once more, although
many more might be mentioned. The 1'esurrection is called a mystery,
and perhaps, indeed, it is the greatest-" Behold, I show you a myst.ery :
we shall not all sleep," &c. (1 Cor. xv. 51).
Now, we name these things to prove and show more fully our point
-yea, the Scripture teaching of our passage-namely, the £lap necessity
of the revelation of the Holy Spirit, without which we must, as natural
men, remain in the dark as to spiritual and divine things. Cl The secret
of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will show them His
covenant." Surely this is plain.
And now, consider with us to whom this covenant is revealed. " The
secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will slww them
His covenant." It is revealed, then, to "them that fear Him." And this
f€ar of the Lord is not dread-not the terror that an ungodly man is
often plunged into when his end approaches-but it is a fear which is
the beginning of a life of love. " The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom." It is, indeed, anxiety and solicitude to be right for
eternity. It is a Gospel fear. The terrors of the law produce dread;
the tenderness of grace, a reverent and godly fear of the Giver of grace.
Oh, the unutterable sweetness of a sensible interest in God's covenant
of grace and electing love!
"When o'er the wondrous scheme of grace
In Bible truth I rove,
I see the worst of Adam's race
Are saved by covenant love."
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Is it not so ~ A Mary Magdalene, out of whom He cast seven devils;
a wicked and ungodly Manasseh; a persecuting Saul of Tarsus; the
dying thief, and a host of others, give proof indeed of this; and we
have only to look at home for proof of the same truth.
And now, dear fellow-Ohristian, let us recount together some of the
blessings of this new covenant. We say some, for verily they are incal·
culable; but those we mention, blessed be God, we have felt, and are
feeling the force of, in personal experience.
Well, this new covenant gives us the blessing of a sure footing on the
Rock of Ages. He has put my feet upon a Rock-not my foot, but feet.
Free-will would place one foot on and one bot off-a fearfully dangero\ls position-but free grace puts the feet-both feet-upon the Rock.
Here is steadiness and security worthy of the God of our salvation,
making our religion not one of hap-hazard, and we subjects of creature
caprice, but placed by our covenant God in such a position that all the
devils in hell and foes on earth cannot uproot us from that position.
Oh, the blessed immovability of the "covenant, ordered in all things,
and sure"! >.'
But another blessing of the covenant, beloved. It brings saving life,
because, if you notice, the great condition of the covenant is, ndeeming
grace-in other words, the pith of the whole is nclemption by blood.
And when we know that" the bloud is the life," it must follow that
the covenant gives saving life.
And "redemption" not merely signifies deliverance both from. the
guilt and power of sin, by forgiveness and sanctification, but it implies
the whole work of a sinner's salvation, comprehending all things that
belong to it. Ohrist" having obtained eternal redemption for us,"
our whole redemption, from first to last, both for merit and efficacy, is
wholly from Christ. It also secures the resurrection of the body, and
the final glorification of the saints.
Oh, beloved, here is something to rejoice in! Redeeming grace shall
indeed be all our SOllZ.
Again, this covenal;'r. gives inward and solid peace. Nothing indeed
is more calculated to brill,s the child of God into a sweet assurance of
His safety in Ohrist.
By the way, as we write, we have heard j hat a high dignitary con·
nected with the High Church party has assert'O,[ that for a man to be
assured he is safe for heaven is a damnable heresy it And forsooth, this is
one that, i.' )lis own Ohurch, again and again professedly prays" that
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life,
which God has given us in our Saviour Jesus Ohrist." What inconsistency! I suppose, however, he would say that this is only to be
obtained through the Ohurch, or through the priest.
Beggarly
teaching!
I know a poor young fellow, just passed into eternity, who gave no
.. Brother, in declining years, and shorn of all creature strength, with all the
contentious surroundings of the present day, what could we do without this
blessed covenant ?-ED.
t This is in precise keeping with Romanism, which asserts that a certainty
of heaven is presumptu'lUS.-ED.
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evidence of a change of heart, but was thoroughly worldly to the end;
yet, forsooth, one of these Romanizing priests in the Church of England
gave him the salve of" the Holy Communion," and the man declared
he was all right, for the priest told him so.
My God, how this system is deceiving souls and dishonouring Thee!
No j the real and solid assurance of the blessed hope of everlasting life
can alone be given by the Holy Spirit in Christ Jesus. This is to be
attained by the Lord's living people, and a faith's view of the everlasting "covenant, ordered in all things, and sure," is calculated to
bring to it.
Another blessing flowing from the covenant is divine teaching, for the
Lord says, where He has placed His covenant, "They shall teach no
more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying,
Know the Lord j for they shall all know Me, from the least unto the
greatest of them, saith the Lord." . Mark, weak and feeble one, He
puts the least first, not the greatest. Oh, He is so tender in love to
weak ones! Do you know Him by divine teaching 1 " Yes," you
respond, "I do know a little of Him. Would that I knew more, for
He is the' Chiefest among ten thousand, and· the altogether lovely' to
me." All right. Such desires tell of covenant mercy sealed within. All
must be well.
And then, coupled with this blessing is another, flowing from the same
heavenly Source, for it is added in the same passage, "For I will
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more." Here
is a blessing indeed-sins forgiven-all cast behind a Saviour's back,
and remembered no more-sent into oblivion, never to rise up against
the delivered one. Oh, the blessings of the covenant seem to increase
in blessedness as they become unfolded! "I will remembe'l" their sin no
mm·e." They had sinned enough to keep their sins in perpetual remembrance. What, then, is this but sovereign grace and mercy-a God-like,
loving action 1 What can we say for such love 1 Only words like
those we sing"Loved of my God, for Him ag:1i:~
With love intense I burn;
Chosen of Him ere time began,
I choose Him in return."
Then note that earthly deeds are mostly expensive in their execution,
but our covenant dlled is without penalty or payment-so suitable to
poor, help~ess sinners, who have" nothing to pay," and are required
to pay nothing. All its blessings and benefits are free gifts, and
therefore is it nghtly called" the covenaut of grace." Mostly, too, with
earthly deeds there is something to pay to the Crown, but our spiritual
deed asks only to crown Jesus Lord of all. And so we will, beloved,
will we not 1
_ This covenant.of grace puts into our hands a title for keaven-a right
to the promised possession-the claim of heirship-so that, with it,
you and I can walk into heaven, and take possession of our own.
Nobody to say, "No, that mansion is Dot yours. That crown is not
for you." The covenant answers for us, and no one can dispute the
right.
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But the blessings of this covenant of grace, beloved, are beyond
recount.
"Exalted on His gracious throne,
Dwells Zion's covenant Head,
And sends His choicest blessings down
For all the chosen seed."
To Him, then, must be all the glory.
Just a thought or two more, and we must close our meditation.
With regard to our earthly deeds, we know well what it is to have
mw deeds backed-that is, to put outside them the purport of that
which is inside. The Word of divine truth-or rather, He who wrote
-has backed our title-deed.
Let me remind you, dear fellow-Christian, of one or two of the
readings thereof. The covenant of grace is called the "new covenant"
-" In that He saith, A new covenant, He hath made the first old.
Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away."
"New" not in the way of date, for it dates from before the foundation of the world, but "new" in the way of its dispensation and
manifestation-Cl new" as ratified afresh by the blood and sufferings of
Christ.
And then again, as to its title. It is called an evedasting covenant" Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do His u:ill"
-mark, the working must be "His will," not ours-" working in you
that which is well-pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen" (Heb. xiii. 20, 21).
Will these backings of the covenant do for you, poor sinner 1 I am
sure they will, and as you read them-a "new covenant," an "everlasting covenant "-your soul must become melted at the thought of
His love who is Himself called the Mediator and Messenger of the
"new covenant."
Yet another backing we must give to this covenant, namely, it is the
covenant of peace, because it is a union and settlement of all the perfections of the Godhead, wherein "mercy and truth have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other." It is also the revelation of peace to poor sinners, for it proclaims peace to them through
the blood of the cross, and seals home that peace upon their consciences,
fulfilling the promise, "The righteous shall enter into peace."
And then, further, with regard to the title or backing of our covenant, it is all embodied in one word, which we may well write in
golden letters, and that word is "Christ." He is the Covenant-the
very embodiment of it-all its blessings being essentially contained in
His name, Person, righteousness, doing, dying, ascension, and resurrection, bringing to its fulness everlasting glory. He is the centre, sum,
and 'substance of it-Messenger, Mediator, Surety-yea, the "All and
in all" of it. In a word, then, the covenant is Christ!
And u:hat do u:e do with a covenant, 0')" deed? Do we lay it about,
or put it with our ordinary papers ~ No; we put it into a safe, or some
separate and secure place. And if we, as ordinary beings, do this, will
God lay His covenant about for anyone at will to handle ~ Indeed
2A2
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not. Hear His own word concerning this-" But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel." He made it, not they;
they had no part in it but the blessings of it. "After those days, saith
the Lord, I will put My law in their inward parts, and write it in
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people."
"But surely," it may be said, "this is not your safe place that you
refer to-the human heart 1" Yes it is, if God the Spirit has made
it a new heart, and God's finger has written His will on the fleshly
tables of that heart. And He holds the key of that heart, which none
but He can open, and no one else shut.
But, dear reader, I must leave the subject, which is inexhaustible. I
am quite aware that all I have been writing is old-fashioned divinity;
but, blessed be God, I rejoice-and I am sure you join me-in a
divinity that brings me to say"My name on the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains
In lines of indelible grace.
"Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more sect~re,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
May the Lord add His blessing, for His dear name's sake. Amen.
B7t1'tOn- on-Trent.
G. O.
THE WOMAN WHO WAS A SINNER.
(Lmrn vii. 36-50.)

To Simon's house the Master came
With purpose to reveal
The savour of His gracious name,
And prove its power to heal.

Repentance flowed sincerely then
Upon His sacred feet;
And though it angered scornful men,
The service was complete.

For lo! a woman sought the place;
Behind the Lord she crept;
She hid from view her momnful face,
And bitterly she wept.

So quickly did the drops descend
In penitential prayer,
That she, from love to that sweet
Friend,
Removed them with her hair.

She did not proudly gaze around
(She could not raise her head),
But kneeling there upon the ground
Perchance in thought she said" Oh, will the Prince of Glory heed
Acreatme vile as I ?
My sins are great in word and
deed;
How dare I venture nigh? "
For mercy did she hmnbly sueIn silence did confess;
And by her tears the Saviom knew
The depth of her distress.
Cheltenham.

She felt unworthy to embrace
The feet of her dear Lord;
But, though afraid to seek His face,
She lingered for His word.
And did she hear it? Yes, indeed,
For Jesus knew her case;
He blessed her, and supplied her need
By granting pardoning grace.
Though such as Simon may condemn,
And cry, "No pardon here!"
The Lord bestows that precious gem
On all who are sincere.
FRED. WINDRIDGE.
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DEW-DROPS.
" And Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests and the 1'ulers
and the people, said unto them, Ye have brought this Man ~tnto me, as One
that perverteth the people; and, behold, I, having examined Him before you,
have found no fault in this Man touching those things whereof ye accuse
Him: no, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him j and, lo, nothing worthy
of death is done unto Him. I will therefore chastise Him, and release Him."
-LUKE xxiii. 13-16.
AN enemy acknowledges it! "This Man hath done nothing amiss!"
The false governor, who could say this with one breath, and, stifling
conscience, give sentence for death with the next, was made to utter
such a truth that no enemy can deny, "He maketh the wrath of man
to praise Him," and wonderful have ofttimes been His words in the
tongues of His adversaries, notedly those of our text, for truly, no
fault could or was to be found in Him.
Oh, my precious Lord, what sufferings Thou endured for Thy
Church! _ It has been well said that "redemption is the Church's
greatest necessity, and Jehovah's most glorious provision." With what
a price was eternal redemption purchased! Peter realized something of
the depth of it in his own heart when he wrote of "the precious blood
of Christ."
Can you read through those most wonderful chapters, Luke xxii. and
xxiii., wherein all the sharpest, cruellest, and most degrading depths of
suffering are concentrated on that God-Man, and not be moved to tears ~
Is not your heart bowed down with deepest gratitude, not to be described in words, when faith can say, "And all this for me! What
I deserved, He suffered; what I was preserved from, He underwent;
what I owed, He undertook to pay" 1 Think of Him there, that precious
Lord of Glory, after a night of agony spent alone, when His "sweat was,
as it were, great drops of blood"; then betrayed by that traitor's kissled, like any common prisoner, to the hall of justice, there to be denied
by His poor impetuous disciple, Peter, See Him held by those ruffiansHe, the spotless Lamb of God, gr:lsped by those sin-stained, guilty hands
of the vilest of the vile, the lowest of the low. And they mock Him!
Oh, what degradation! What base treatment, to mock my Lord j Must
He needs suffer more than this 1 Yes, they smite Him next-smite
Him who came to smite that great tyrant, sin, with his death-thrustsmite Him who did no sin-whose whole life was guileless, and innocent
of all that they accused Him.
But oh, their vile wickedness increases, and they blindfold Him!
Can we conceive of such degraded treatment 1 Can we realize the
depth of wickedness in those hearts, who could have had no power at
all, unless it had been permitted them by Him upon whom they w:ere
heaping their base indignity 1 Blindfold that dignified, unassummg,
wonder-working Stranger, who has been doing nought but good amon~st
them-wonderful in His miracles, effectual in His cures! Blindfold HIm
in order to mock and jest at Him! Oh, the depth of depravity found
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in the human hea.rt! And oh, the depth, and length, and breadth, and
height of mercy which has reached you and me, beloved! But even
lower than this-they strike Him in the face-yea, spit upon Him!
I heard a lady recently relate how she thought she came nearest to
her Lord's sufferings whilst undertaking to carry the Gospel tidings
into a depraved part of our great Metropolis. Each time she opened
her lips to speak of Jesus to the motley group around her, three vile
women from their midst belched forth from their mouths beer, with
which they had provided themselves from a neighbouring public-house?
aiming at, and stopping for the moment, the mouth of the speaker.
"Then," she said, "I realized a little of what my Lord must have
suffered, when they spat upon Him."
For the honour thus put upon us, Peter reminds us how we ought the
rather to "rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings,
that when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad with exceeding
joy."
His enemies next taunt Him that He is to prophesy to them. They
blaspheme Him, and lead Him from one governor to another at their
will. The prophecy of His inspired servant is fulfilled-Cl He was
oppressed, and He was affiicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He
is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her
shearers is dumb, so He opened not His mouth." He that, with one
word, could have thrust down His enemies and destroyed them before
Him, is silent. "Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to My Father,
and He shall presently give Me more than twelve legions of angels ~ "
Oh, Lord, are Dot Thy sufferings enough ~ Is not Thy work fulfilled,
or must Thou suffer more for Thy Church 1 Yes, the Lord of Glory is
next set at nought by Herod and his men of war. His Person, conduct, words, life, all blameless, perfect, harmless, undefiled, and yet
He is set at nought by "that fox."
He knew how Herod would do
this, as we read, in Luke xiii. 31, 32-" There came certain of the
Pharisees, saying unto Him, Get Thee out, and depart hence: for Herod
will kill Thee. And He said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox,
Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to-day and to-morrow, and the
third day I shall be perfected."
Oh, beloved, is this the price of our redemption ~ Do we realize at
what a cost and through what suffering it was purchased for us ~ Do
we drink in the depth of Peter's words-" Forasmuch as ye know that
ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from
your vain conversation, received by tradition from your fathers, but with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot" 1 Do we dwell enough on the sufferings of Christ, and little
enough on" our light affiictions, which are but for a moment" 1 Dare
we, once again, think of ourselves, when we remember that
"His way was much rougher and darker than mine;
Did Jesus thus suffer, and shall I repine?"
Those two disciples comprehended not these things, as they walked
and talked on their way to Emmaus. They were sad, and deeply pained
at what had ha.ppened, and disconsolate that He whom they had believed
in should have come to such an end, for now their hopes were blighted
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and their joy obscured. They wondered, if it were Him they had
believed Him to be, that He should have died. They thought that
their Redeemer and Brother would have remained amongst them. They
expected greater things than had come to pass by this unostentatious
Stranger, and they tell Him so as He joins them. "0 fools, and slow
of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: ought not Ohrist
to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory ~ "
Did He not take upon Himself His Ohurch's deepest necessity, and
become her glorious Substitute, Surety, Provision, Redemption? "For
it became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things,
in bringing many sons to glory, to make the Oaptain of their salv~tion
perfect through sufferings," that the wrath of God should so spend Itself
on His beloved Son that the Ohurch should go free.
All the types, shadows, laws, and prophecies had their end in Him.
He had appeared once in the end of time to obtain eternal redemption,
and for His Ohurch a blood-bought inheritance. "This Man," whom
puny Herod set at nouO"ht was KinO" of kings and Lord of lords.
"This Man," in whom
fault could be found, whose dignified silence
irritated His lying enemies, whose perfect life became a scorn and
derision to those workers of mischief whose wondrous miracles had
riled Satan's servants, because that ~rch-enemy well knew He had all
power in heaven and earth-yes, "this Man," the Man, must suffer,
and His enemies utter the glorious truth, "It is expedient for us that·
one Man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not."
Gracious, loving Lord, has Herod set Thee at nought? has Pilate
scourged Thee ~ ',have the people blasphemed Thee? Thy followers
forsaken Thee i Thy disciples denied Thee? al'lother betrayed Thee? the,
chief priest accused Thee falsely ~ and have the, associates of Barabba.s
crucified Thee, the Lord of Glory ~ And can I, amongst Thy people, say,
" All this, and more, for me" 1 Oan Little-Faith urge her claim because
Thou died for sinners ~ Oan she put in her plea because of Thy great
love? And does her heart cry out, "Yea, Lord, though Herod and
every sinner set Thee at nought, yet that very setting at nought, in,
which I had a share, has brouO"ht Thee near unto us, and made Thine
a people near unto Thee" 1 s~ that now, made nigh by the precious
blood 'which is our peace, restinO" in the unchanging promise of abiding
union and living presence, firmly planted on the Rock of our salvation,
we journey on, until the joyful summons puts His children in possession of the many abiding-places He purchased for them by His life
below.
R.

;0

THE Holy Spirit and His work are much misrepresented by sensationalism. "Ve have· sensational preaching, tracts, music, &c., to arouse
(it is said) the unthinking crowd to the contemplation of high and heavenly
things. But no amount of sensationalism can command the work of
the Holy Spirit. He is a sovereign Person, who works when, where,
how, and upon whomsoever He wills. He is not confined tq any body
of men. He first took visible possession of His Ohurch on the day of
Pentecost, and continues to do. so, for every believer is "a temple of
the Holy Ghost."
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ASSURANCE AND PRAYER.
"Thou hast delivered my soul from death: wilt not Thou deliver my feet
f1'om falling, that I may walk before God in the light of the living? "PSALM Ivi. 13.
WE have in this Psalm the inspired utterances of a living soul-the
pouring out of desires from a tried and exercised heart. The first
verse reveals David oppressed-sighing for mercy; in verses three and
four we see him fearful, yet trusting; in verses eight and nine he
appears as a weeper and a pleader, and in the latter verses he determines to praise the Lord for all the manifestations of His mercy to
him. He closes the precious portion with the words quoted above"Thou hast delivered my soul from death: wilt not Thou deliver my
feet from falling, that I may walk before God in the light of the
living?" Three points therein claim our attention for a few moments.
May the ever-blessed Spirit, the Guide into all truth, the Teacher and
Comforter of the Church, condescend to instruct us, that we may receive
a blessing while meditating thereupon. We noticeI. The Psalmist's assurance-" Thou hast delivered my soul from
death."
n. His pmyer-" Wilt not Thou deliver my feet?" &c.
Ill. The result expected f1'om the answered pmyer-" That I may walk
before Thee in the light of the living."
T. The Psalmist's assumnce-" Thou ha.st delivered my soul from
death." This is the language of God-wrought faith. David's re!igion
was a personal and particular one. He could say, "My soul IS delivered from death," and he ascribed that deliverance to the right Source
- " Thou hast done it."
He evidently believed in the ruin of the
fall-that when sin entered into the world it produced death-and, unless atonecl for, the" second death" must be the inevitable lot of the
~inner. Death was the terrible entail settled upon the whole hum~n
family by Adam's transgression, as it is written, "By one man sm
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon
all men" (Rom. v. 12); and again, "The wages of sin is death"
(Rom. vi. 23).
When J ehovah had created our first parents, He placed them in the
Garden of Eden, and laid one simple command upon them, the
penalty for breaking which was death. We know how Eve listened to
the tempter; looked at, desired, and took the forbidden fruit; gave
thereof to her husband, who, though not deceived, voluntarily descended
to the depths of her ruin by partaking of the same, and from that
moment the whole of their posterity, with themselves, became dead .to
God, completely insensible to the blessedness of His presence, and. illcapable of enjoying Him, deserving only His wrath and conde~natlon.
As the knowledge of God is eternal life, banishment from HIm and
abiding under His wrath is the" second death," which He has declared
"the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars shall have" (Rev. xxi. 8).
All the divinely-appointed offerings of the old dispensation proved
that J ehovah's wrath could only be appeased by death. He could
only be propitiated by blood. Every sacrifice told the same tale-
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the sinner must die, or One must die in his stead. This was the
unalterable determination of J ehovah. Sin must be put away, and.
that by the means of His own devising, or never again could He look
favourably upon men-never again could they enter into His holy presence. .. Without shedding of blood is no remission" (Heb. ix. 22);
and, though rivers of blood were shed from the time of Adam's fall to
the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy Ghost saith, "It is not
possible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sin" (Heb.
x. 4). Oh, blessed be God, that blood pointed to the promised" Seed"
of the woman, "the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the
world." "Wherefore, when He cometh into the world, He saith, Sacrifice and offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared
[or fitted] Me. In burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin Thou hast had
no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come!" That precious One was
"found in fashion as a man" that He might shed His blood for men.
He died, "the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God." By
His death He exhausted the penalty due to man's transgression. " He
abolished death" for those who were interested in His great sacrifice,
and "brought life and immortality to light through the GospeL"
Oh, what a mercy it is to be enabled honestly to say, as the Holy
Ghost witnesses within, "Thou hast delivered my soul from death"!
It can only be by reason of our eternal union with Jesus, as it is written,
"He [God] hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that
we might be made the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21).
Blessed for ever be His precious name, "He saved others; Himself He
could not save."
Oh, beloved in Him, if thou canst, under the anointing of the Spirit,
without fear or presumption, make use of this language of assurance,
happy art thou! If thou canst see the curse thy wretched sins deserved, endured by "yon lovely Man" in Gethsemane's gloomy vale,
and on Calvary's mournful tree, thou art blessed indeed. In the light
of those" unknown sUfferings" sin will appear to thee" exceeding sin·
ful." Thy whole soul will quiver with emotion while beholding that
glorious One who did" nothing ami5s" entering those sacred groves and
crying, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here
and watch with Me." .As the heavy storm-clouds gathered thickly
round Him, He exclaimed, "Now is 1y soul troubled, and what shall I
say 1 Father, save Me from this hour ~ But for this canse came I unto
this hour." Oh, what must our precious Lord have been reduced to
when "there appeared an angel unto Him from heaven, strengthening
Him" 1 When we are led to contemplate His agonizing sufferings, we
learn a little, very little, of what is comprized in the marvellous words,
"Thou hast delivered My soul from death." Death, that awful separation from J ehovah, on account of sin, coupled with all His wrath against
it, was endured by Jesus for His bride-the Head for the members of
the one body. Deliverance therefrom for us caused Him to "tread the
wine-press alone," and made Him cry, "Behold, and see if there be
any sorrow like unto My sorrow, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted Me
in the day of His fierce anger." No words can depict His soul's anguish
when He cried, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1"
Then it was that those prophetic words became literally His own-" I
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am poured out like water, and all My bones are out of joint. My heart
is like wax; it is melted in the midst of My bowels. My strength is
dried up like a potsherd, and My tongue cleaveth unto My jaws, and
Thou hast brought Me into the dust of death."
Will not every consciously-saved sinner exclaim"Lord, I would stand with thoughtful eye
Beneath Thy fatal tree,
And see Thee bleed, and see Thee die,
And think, 'What love to me!'
"Dwell on the sight, my stony heart,
Till every pulse within
Shall into contrite sorrow start,
And hate the thought of sin"?
" Thml hast delivered my soul from death." This can only be said by
one who has been quickened from that" death in trespasses and sins,"
and made a partaker of everlasting life. All such, when first brought
from death unto life, are made to feel the burden of guilt on their
consciences, and they groan out, as they are led to see the requirements
of a holy God, and their own perfect powerlessness to fulfil them,
"God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" Then they are brought to see
Jesus as their Substitute and Responsible One, and that His precious
blood is their ransom price, and cry with exultation and adoration,
"Thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell!" Yes, the experimental deliverance from death will first be manifested in a sense of
sin, and cries for mercy; and the soul, thus made alive by sovereign
grace and divine power, will never be satisfied till the Great High
Priest speaks those precious words, "Thy sins are forgiven thee." "I
have caused thine iniquities to pass from thee." "I have blotted out
as a thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins."
Oh, beloved in the Lord, canst thou say-

"Preserved in Jesus when
My feet made haste to hell;
And there should I have gone,
But Thou dost all things well.
Thy love was great, Thy mercy free,
Which from the pit delivered me"?
Then thou wilt" rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory."
We must not, however, linger longer here, but mark welln. The Psalmist's prayer-Cl Wilt not Thou deliver my feet from
falling 1" All true prayer flows from real heartfelt need. David
speaks, in the seventeenth Psalm, of his prayer, which" goeth not forth
out of feigned lips." It was therefore a deep sense uf helplessness and
insufficiency to keep himself, that led him to cry for deliverance from
falling. He evidently felt he was in the midst. of foes, for he says,
"Mine enemies daily swallow me up, for they be many that fight
against me." Oh, how frequently this is the cry of the Lord's living
ones! Within, eyery kind of sin and evil lurks-·and oh, what enemies
are these to their peace-while from without, they are subject to the
attacks of the world and the fierce onslaughts of Satan. These last
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often work sad havoc in the souls of the Lord's people, by laying snares
for their feet. Of Satan especially it may be said, "He lieth in wait
secretly as a lion in his den: he lieth in wait to catch the poor: he
doth ravish the poor, when he draweth him into his net" (Psa. x. 9).
It is this consciousness which leads a helpless sinner to cry, "Keep me,
o Lord, from the hands of the wicked. . . . . The proud have hid a
snare for me, and cords: they have spread a net by the wayside; they
have set gins for me."
Beloved, this is a petition. we shall need to offer every day and all
the day, as long as we remain in the wilderness-H Hold Thou me up,
and 1 shall be safe. Hold up my goings in Thy paths, that my footsteps slip not." The longer we live, the more we shall feel our own
powerlessness to resist the temptations presented to us; and as we are
kept looking to the Lord for His preserving grace, we shall learn the
sweetness of that word-" When 1 said, My foot slippeth, Thy mercy,
o Lord, held me up." What a gracious admonition is that-" Let him
that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall." Nothing short of
the power of God put forth in the soul continually, can keep a sinner,
whose nature is, to run with eagerness and avidity after iniquity. " My
people," saith J ehovah, "are bent to backsliding from Me" (Hosea
xi. i). Again, it is said, "Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the
leopard his spots 1 Then may ye do good who are accustomed to do
eviL" How few believe it! How few will acknowledge of their own
hearts, that they are just what Jehovah declares-" deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked " ! But those who have been brought
to view themselves in His light will acknowledge it, and this will keep
them at the footstool of sovereign mercy, crying"By me, 0 my Saviour, stand
In every tryini! hour;
Guard me by Thine outstretched hand;
Uphold me by Thy power.
"Let me never leave Thy breast;
Thine all-sufficien grace bestow;
Keep me, keep me, dearest Lord,
And never let me go."
(To be continued.)

..

A~ EXTRACT.
TAKE heed you cast not dirt into the face of Christ. " Publicans
[saith He] and harlots enter into the kingdom of heaven." 1 say it,
therefore, and say it boldly, the wickedest wretch that stands here at
this present time in the presence of God, if the Lord hath but given a
heart to that wicked wretch now, at this instant, willingly to close with
the Lord Jesus Christ, to take the Lord Jesus Christ for his Christ, though
he be now in the vilest condition that he ever was in his life-I say,
if he hath a real willingness at this instant to close with the Lord
Jesus Christ, it gives him an absolute, complete, and perfect interest in
Christ. He is as much bis Christ as the Christ of a saint saved in
glory.-Crisp.
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" They came to a place which was named Gethsemane."-MARK xiv. 32.

JESUS came into the world to suffer and tv die, and herein is manifest
His sympathy with poor sinners, whose birth introduces them to a life
of sorrow, ending in death. \Ve, too, are born to suffer and to die.
The sufferings of the Lord Jesus, however, were for the glory of God
in the salvation of His people, and those of His saints are (as sanctified
by the Spirit) for the glory of God in t,heir experience of that salvation. It is "through much tribulation we must enter the kingdom."
By the seal of the Holy Ghost stamped upon our sorrows, we are,
through them, brought into oneness of fellowship with Him who was
"a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief."
One can perceive, in tracing the footsteps of Jesus, that He trod a
very mysterious path, in which the gloom of bitter anguish and grief
of spirit increased more and more, until at length the hour arrived
when the accumulated weight of misery met in that tremendous storm
which burst upon the dear Saviour's head in Gethsemane's garden. He
and His disciples had just partaken of the last supper. The paschal
moon was shining brightly as they passed under the shadow of J erusalem's venerable walls, crossed the brook of Cedron, and entered the
solemn precincts of the olive grove, which was the predestined place of
suffering. So" they came to the place which was named Gethsemane."
1. We shall note that Jesus c1wse the Gm'den 0] Gethsemane to be the
scene of His agony and woe. It was no unknown spot. Jesus
"ofttimes resorted thither with His disciples," and probably still more
often had been wont to retire into its secret recesses for solir.ary prayer.
We have taken up our pen to write on this solemn theme chiefly
with a view to press home the personal application of the subject,
if the Holy Spirit be pleased to bless our meditations to this end.
Let us therefore ask, What know we of fellowship with Jesus in the
consecrated path of solitary communion with the Father 1 Those who
are sometimes constrained by pressure of spirit to withdraw from the
world to some lonely spot, to pour out their hearts to God, know full
well these moments of secret prayer afford the sweetest consolation and
the most sacred support amid the cares of life and the many changes
of spiritual experience we are called to pass through. Many of God's
children in the present day greatly undervalue the privilege. The hurry
of spirit, worry of mind, and the perplexing confusion of varied interests
incident to this present time-state, instead of driving the children of
God to more earnestness in secret prayer, seem too often-through the
temptations of the adversary-to have an opposite effect.
What a
readiness is manifested, even among those of whom one would fain hope
better things, to yield to Satan's temptations, to ignore the precepts
of the Word, to despise the admonitions of the Spirit, and to set aside
the example of the Lord Jesus Christ, particularly in neglecting the
throne of grace.
.
There were three things especially in which the Puritans greatly
excelled the present race of Christians, namely, first, in their knowledge of, and glorying in, the Person and work of the Lord Jesus;
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secondly, bright and blessed views and anticipations of everlasting bliss;
and thirdly, fervent, importunate, and incessant secret prayer.
Oh, that the Lord would revive His work in these degenerate days,
and pour out upon His people the spirit of grace and supplication!
Then should we see solitary communings with God occupy the time
now spent-or misspent-in the wretched twaddle and idle gossip which
passes for the communion of saints. We need a quickening of divine
life; and the breath of life is prayer.
See Jesus wending His way, with His favoured disciples, to the plMe
where prayer was wont to be made. Gethsemane was a suitable spot
for the purpose for which Jesus chose it. We cannot be indifferent to
our surroundings. It is a wicked perversity to deliberately place ourselves in unfavourable circum3tances, on the ground that all places are
alike to God. True, but Jesus chose Gethsemane, and be it ours, by
grace divine, to tread the footsteps of our Lord, and seek the paths of
solitary communion with God in prayer, and of fellowship with Him in
suffering. The place of prayer and the place of suffering were one. It
was Geth~emane. Jesus enters the sacred enclosure, consecrated by so
many hours of heavenly intercourse, now for a very different purpose,
even to cope with His Father's wrath against the Church's sin, and to
deliver His bride from the hands of awful justice, and the curse of
a broken law. Mysterious subject! How profound its depths!
" Many woes had He endured;
Many sore temptations met;
Patient, and to pain inured;
But the sorest trial yet
Was to be sustained in thee,
Gloomy, sad Gethsemane."
2. The agonies of s~ifleTing the LOTd end~tTed in Gethsemane.-In simplest
language the commencement of His passion is described (vel'. 33)-" He
taketh with Him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore
amazed" at the exceeding bitter taste of the cup of sorrow, and the
tremendous weight of the wrath due to sin. The word signifies
"appalled," astonished, overwhelmed. "And to be very heavy," that
is, greatly oppressed, burdened in spirit, and crushed under the load.
Now the Lord "made to meet on Him the iniquity of us all"
(Isa. liii. 6). His inward grief was so intense that He expressed
(which He very seldom did) His feelings to the three favoured disciples
who had accompanied Him thus far, and ~aith unto them, "My soul
is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." Then, as if the anguish grew
insupportable, He left them, bidding them" Tarry ye here, and watch."
Leaving them, "He went forward a little." What a mercy He did not
turn back! He" fell on the ground." What a solemn sight! The
body and soul of the incarnate God racked with agony so intense
that the support of His divine nature was all needed to sustain Him
in the furnace. Who can meditate on the blessed Lamb of God falling to the ground without emotion, when the Eternal Spirit leads us to
Gethsemane 1
" Angels here might gaze and wonder
What the God of love could mean,
When He tore the heart asunder,
Never once defiled by sin."
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Prostrate on the ground in lowliest posture, the dear Saviour poured
out His heart to His Father, and prayed that, "if it were possible,"
the hour of grief might pass from Him. How often we also shrink
before the approach of some dreaded evil, or some dire calamity; and as
~t draws nearer and nearer, the heart trembles and sinks with fear and
dismay. We see Jesus in Gethsemane suffering these same things as
the sympathizing High Priest of His Church, and we remember that,
as He shares and sympathizes with the woes of His members as their
Head, so they are privileged to be made partakers of His sufferings.
Indeed, only as we are partakers of His sufferings, have we any reason
to hope we shall be of the consolation also. His dreadful sufferings in
the garden shed a halo of glory over those of His saints, who also
must come, in their appointed seasons, to "the place called Gethsemane,"
to endure solitary anguish, which more than anything else leads to
the "offering up of prayers and supplications with strong crying and
tears" (Heb. v. 7).
Again He prayed, and said, "Abba, Father, all things are ,possible
unto Thee; take away this cup from Me: nevertheless, not what I
will, but what Thou wilt" (ver. 36). Immanuel was now passing
through the floods and the water-spouts of God's indignation against
sin, when" deep called unto deep." The depth of that sin which met
on Him who was then "made sin for us," called with loud voice to the
depths of the divine wrath, which in answering response fell on His
dear head.
"On His dear head, oh, "What a storID
Of awful vengeance fell!"
The sin of man and the wrath of God met in the Person of the
God-Man Mediator, and unitedly fell upon Him in all their terrible
might.
In an interval, perhaps, of intermission, Jesus went to His disciples
seeking for sympathy (ver. 37). "He cometh, and findeth them sleeping." In vain He sought the consolation of hUIDan love. He was
suffering so much for them, and they-they were" sleeping."
"Backwards and forwards thence He ran,
As if He sought some help froID IDan;
Or wished, at least, they would condole
CTwas all they could) His tortID'ed soul,"
But He "trod the winepress alone, and of the people there was none
with Him" (Isa. lxiii. 3). Yet we are surprised when we are left
desolate in the hour of sorrow! When" creatures all fail," we are thus
treading in the footprints of our Lord.
Mark, however, the precious fact that, although Jesus met with no
sympathy from His companions in tribulation, notwithstanding this, He
manifested the deepest, tenderest pity and compassion towards them, for
when He found them sleeping, He, in the gentlest way, made every excuse
for them, saying, "The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak"
(Mark xiv. 38). "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord
pitieth them that fear Him." Behold the dear Redeemer as our Ensample and Pattern. May we, viewing His tender love, be made
partakers of His spirit, that, possessing (as the gift of grace) the mind
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of Christ, we may" go and do likewise," and make every excuse for
one another's infirmities.
Once more He left them. "He went away, and prayed, and spake the
same words" (ver. 39). The same feelings find expression in the same
language, and these groanings out of the depths w~e accompanied by
the culmination of sorrow, as recorded in Luke xxii. 44-" Being in an
agony, He prayed the more earnestly: and His sweat was, as it were,
great drops of blood falling down to the ground." The garments of
His humanity were rolled in blood, as His tortured soul was crushed
in the "great winepress of the wrath of God."
"View Him in that olive press,
Squeezed and wrung till whelmed in blood;
View thy Maker's deep distress;
Hear the sighs and groans of God;
Then reflect what sin must be,
Gazing on Gethsemane."
Jesus sald, "It is enough; the hour is come." Gethsemane's garden
led to Calvary's mount. The first act of the great tragedy was accomplished, but not without a glorious triumph o\'er the powers of sin and
wrath; and this was the prelude to a still more conspicuous victory
over the powers of hell and death, which was consummated on Calvary's
cross.
Turn we back to Gethsemane, and let us note, lastly3. The victm'y Jesus gained in the garden.-The conflict in Gethsemane
had been characterized by anguish of spirit; that on Calvary's cross
was marked by anguish of body. By the internal agony of His
wounded spirit and His holy soul in Gethsemane, was Jesus prepared
for the painful bodily sufferings incident to the crucifixion. The
victory of His spirit in Gethsemane was signalized in the expression" Not My will, but Thine be done" (Matt. xxvi. 42), denoting the
most complete surrender and perfect submission to His Father's will,
for the Church's sake.
The Apostle makes a wonderful assertion-Cl Though He were a Son,
yet learned He obedience by the things which He suffered" (fleb. v. 8).
There is an infinity of glory and grace in this statement which will
never be fathomed, but perhaps these considerations may cast a little
light into the profound depths of mystery crouching beneath the
apparently so simple expression.
Reconciled through that tribulation which in His members works
patience, and in Him, resignation to His Father's will, He takes the cup,
drains its very dregs, and in so doing over-masters the weakness of the
flesh, and the temptations of the adversary, who, having unavailingly
sought to overthrow Him at the commencement of His ministry and
mission in the wilderness, doubtless intensified, as the minister of God's
wrath, the" horror of great darkness" which fell upon Him in the garden.
Our two great foes are-the flesh in all its weakness, and Satan in
all his strength. These Jesus conquered most gloriously, and so fulfilled
His Father's will, as expressed in the many predictions of prophecy, by
which Christ's sufferings were testified beforehand. In Gethsemane, as
everywhere, we crown the suffering Saviour "Lord of all."
~~.
RQ
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GREETINGS BY THE WAY.
I WAS accosted to-day, on shipboll,rd, by a minister that had long
passed his three·score years and ten. His conversation was of the most
edifying and refreshing description. With veneration he spoke of his
long.departed and aged father, who had himself for many years been
engaged in the work of the ministry. It was with deep regret the
above·named friend testified of the sad departure from the faith of
ministers of the present day. That which had been instrumentally the
staff and stay of men of a by-gone period was now set at nought, and
new schools of thought were leading their hapless votaries they knew
not whither. It was refreshing to hear of the vigour and the holy
jealousy with which he spoke of the sacred Word. He laid great
stress, moreover, upon divine sovereignty, and J ehovah's perfect right
to rule and govern men and things as should seem good in His sight.
These are verities rarely spoken of or contended for now.
I was greatly struck with the manner in which my friend spoke of
the death of his wife, which took place some seven years since. They
had lived for fifty years together in much domestic enjoyment, walking
unitedly in the fear of the Lord. He couldn't sorrow, he said, "as
those who have no hope." She knew whom she had believed, and was
gone for ever to be with Him. Further, he said, he was a man of
strong feeling and sympathy, but when the Lord took his wife, He
seeme(l to say to him, "I have lent her to you to take care of for
fifty years, and now I want to take her home." He felt he dare not
object, and he added, "I did not shed a tear."
It seems that we had met once before, some ten years ago, but
which I had forgotten. He reminded me of having heard me preach
thirty years ago at St. Michael's, Southampton. In allusiou to the
sermon, he said how much he enjoyed it. Upon asking, however, an
elderly person who happened to be seated next to him as to how he
liked the sermon, the answer was, "he didn't understand a word of it."
Hence, the narrator spoke of the vast difference between those taught
of God and those who remain in nature's darkness and heathenism.
"Two," said he, "may be sitting in one pew listening with grateful
tears to the Word preached; in the next seat, however, persons may
be laughing," thus betraying their utter indifference to the proclamation
of the truth. Then agaiu he dwelt upon the vast distinction between
those whom the Lord instructed, and those who were merely under
human or intellectual teaching. What weight, for example, would
attend the testimony of some old and illiterate ones (in a human point
of view), in contrast to the inexperienced and spiritually untaught,
whatever their flesWy attainments might be. How true was such a
testimony; and how well may it lead us to adopt the plea of the
Psalmist, "What I know not, teach Thou me."
"Open Thou mine
eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law."

.

D. A. D.

Hm.1E-SICKNESS is about the last complaint a child of God suffers
from, and when that comes on in a good degree, the time of his
departure is at hand.
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TRACINGS.
IT is blessed to remember that the daughters of Zion, while they have to
pass through many tribulations, temptations, and trials, and experiencing
the testimony of Micah (chap. iv. 10)-" Be in pain, and labour to bring
forth, 0 daughter of Zion; for now shalt thou go forth out of the city,
and thou shalt dwell in the field, and thou shalt go even to Babylon ;
there shalt thou be delivered / there the Lord shall redeem thee from
the hand of thine enemies ,. j for while this prophecy concerning the
captivity and deliverance of the children of Israel· is literally considered, does it not set forth the pangs and sorrows of Zion's spiritual
Israel 1 How does the poor child of God, under the terrors of the
broken law, labour for deliverance, and, in agonizing pain, cry out, in
its pangs of sorrow! But desolate though it be, even like the Ohurch
in Oanticles iii. 2, going about the city, yet desolate, and afraid to
speak to the citizens-yea, driven into the field of isolation and apparent
desertion-yea, worse still, even to Babylon, giving up, as the writer did,
all for lost-altogether in the enemy's hand, in bondage and captivity j
in feeling, "led captive by the devil at his will," and, like the poor lad
in the Gospel, while he was yet coming to a precious Ohrist, the devil
threw him down and tare him. But, bless the dear Lord, the devil's
rage did not keep him from coming. Why, dear reauer 1 The gracious
promise still stands good-" All that the Father giveth Me shall come."
Yes, they "shall come," and no power can prevent it-infernal, external,
nor internal. And then, even in Babylon, "there shall the Lord deliver
thee, there the Lord shall reclaim thee."
It may be that some poor, troubled, exercised one may cast an eye
over this faint description of Ohristian experience, and, with a sigh,
exclaim, "This is something like my path." Take courage, fellow-·
traveller! Before joy there must be sorrow. You cannot be healed.
before wounding. True, it is not the religion of the world, which
begins with joy-sparks of nature's kindling. Far, far better to be a
beggar at mercy's door, crying, in the bitterness of sheer necessity,
"God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" than to be among the boasters"Have we not prophesied in Thy name 1 Have we not in Thy name
done many wonderful works 1"
If one may speak, after fifty years' travelling along, together with
our dear Editor, we cannot manage one wonderful work. (I am taking.
a liberty with him, but, knowing that he will consent, I venture.) No"
no"Our hopes are built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
We dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But only trust on Jesus' name."
The daughters of Zion may, and do, have many that oppress them,
both from within and without; and the greatest of all are their own
wretched hearts-to me a daily plague, "casting up mire and dirt."
But there will not be wanting those, both professor and profane, who,
passing by, clap their hands, and wag their heads, saying, "Is this
the city that men call The perfection of beauty, The joy of the whole
earth ~" (Lam. ii. 15.) Yes, worldling-yes, nominal religionist-it is.
2 B
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You may esteem her as "the. offscouring of all things," but, while the
daughter of Zion is "black as the tents of Kedar," she is "comely"
with the comeliness of Zion's King, nor can all your rage and contempt alter her position, or change the councils of eternity concerning
her.
"Poor feeble saint, be not dismayed,
Nor dread the dangers of the night;
Thy God will ever be thy aid,
And put the hosts of hell to flight.
"Nor sin, nor Satan can o'ercome
The Arm that vindicates thy cause;
God, thy own God, will lead thee home,
In spite of all that may oppose."
Having taken a hasty sketch or tracing of the experience of the
daughter of Zion, as she travels through the wilderness, beset with
foes on every hand, oppressed. by enemies, burdened with sin and unbelief, ofttimes "tossed with tempest, and not comforted," let us, as
the Lord 'Will enable, look a little at Zion's Stronghold for Zion's
children, for this glorious Stronghold is fm' them, and none else.
What a blessed testimony we find in Nahum i. 7 _cc The Lord is a
Stronghold in the day of trouble." Now, what is a "stronghold" ~ A
place of defence-a fortress. This rejoiced the sweet Psalmist of Israel,
who, in the exercise of precious faith, exultingly exclaims, in Psalm
xviii. 2, "The Lord is my Rock, and my Fortress, and my Deliverer;
my God, my Strength, in whom I will trust." Again, in Psalm
xxxi. 2, he pleads with the Lord to be to him "a house of defence, to
save him"; and, in the third verse, declares, "Thou art my Rock and
my Fortress." Again, in Psalm Ixxi. 3, pleading with the Lord to be
to him a "strong habitation, whereunto I may continually resort.
Thou hast given commandment to save me, for Thou art my Rock and
my Fortress." Once more. In Psalm cxliv. 1, 2, he says, "Blessed be
t he Lord my Strength, my Goodness, and my Fortress; my High
Tower, and my Deliverer; my Shield, and He in whom I trust."
And, to testify the safety of the Lord's timid and fearing people, He
graciously declares (Zech. ii. 5), "I will be a wall of fire round about
Jerusalem, and the gJory in the midst of her."

Another gracious

promise ~t'sa. cxxv. '2.)-" As the mountaIns are rouna. about Jerusalem,
so the Lord is rGund about His people." And how blessedly Isaiah
(chap. xxxiii. 16), in setting forth the privileges of the godly, speaks
of their safety-that their "defence sl!all be the munitions of rocks."
"Yes," says some timid, exercised Little-Faith, "these exceeding
great and preciop,s pro~ses an~ blessed guarantees of safety are most
glorious for the Lord s redeemed, but I am so fearful that I am
not one of them. I feel myself so utterly unworthy, so sinful, so
polluted, so weak :md helpless. I cannot raise a good thought."
Could we, dear reader, only view things aright, those very infirmities
prove our suitability for a precious Christ, and His glorious and finished
work. "The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they their houses
in the rock." How suitable for their weakness and insignificance!
And the more helpless-the more weakness and nothingness-we feel
in ourselves, the better for us, and the more we prize that matchless
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grace that, "without money and without price," has "plucked us as
brands from the burning." The safety of poor and feelingly-perishing
sinners, who, by sovereign grace and eternal love, stand in vital union
with the Lord Jesus Ohrist, bone of His bone, and flesh of His flesh,
can never be destroyed. What! one of His mystic members perish ~
Never! never! never!
"His honour is engaged to save
The weakest of His sheep;
All that the Father to Him gave
His hands securely keep."
May you and I, dear reader, be privileged to rest upon the eternal
faithfulness, covenant engagements, and unalterable promi8es of the
.ever-glorious Three-in-One J ehovah, the Stronghold of the daughters
-of Zion. So prays,
Eccles.
W. W.
"POOR I~ SPIRIT."
THE Lord Jesus made this the Alpha of His teaching. His first dis{lourse, as recorded in the first G08pel, opened with these words"Blessed are the poor in spirit."
It was also the Omega of Ohrist's words (Rev. iii 17, 18)-" Because
thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of
nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked," &c.
Though not necessarily the first step in religion, it is a necessary step.
.Joh had taken a good many steps Godward ere he made that confession-" I am vile, wherefore I abhor myself."
Penitence is before privilege. God wounds lmd He heals; He kills
and makes alive. Mercy comes red-handed to those whom Justice
acquits.
It is twice written-Cl Before honour is humility" (Prov. xv. 33;
xviii. 12), and three times commented upon by the Master (see Luke
xiv. 11; xviii. 14; Matt. xxiii. 12). In praise of a lowly spirit
Solomon speaks in general, Proverbs xvi. 19; and in particular, Proverbs xxix. 23.
·When we look at Ohrist, our comeliness is turned into corruption;
but when Ohrist looks at us, our corruption is turned into comeliness.
The Spirit invariably describes. the saints as they are in His sight,
and employs lovely, and dignified, and choice, and comfortable names.
But the people of God always describe themselves as they are in their
own .sight. In his own sight Abraham was but "dust and ashes" j
David was a "worm"; Asaph, "a.s a beast" j Agur, "more brutish
than any"; Isaiah, as "a leper"; Jeremiah, a "weak, silly child" ;
and Paul will openly proclaim that he is the "chief of sinners," and
if he must account himself among the saints, he is "least of all."
RUFus.
THE believer finds it most difficult to rejoice when he has most
cause to rejoice (James i. 2).-Wakel-ing.
2 B 2
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OUR OLDEST CORRESPONDENT'S (MR. GEORGE COWELL)
VISIT TO MANCHESTER.
A BELOVED correspondent, writing under date May 11 th, writes as
follows of a recent visit to the south;" We remember earthly enjoyment, and live upon the memory over
and over again. How much more should this be of spiritual communion! 'Forget not all His benefits who forgiveth all thy sin, who
healeth all thy diseases, who crowneth thee with loving-kindness and
tender mercy.'
"We feel much better for our journey-I do especially-and I do
feel very, very thankful to my dear Heavenly Father for all His many,
many proofs of love and care for the most unworthy of all His children,
as I know I am."
She then writes thus of our dear friend and brother's speaking at
Manchester ;"On Thursday evening we heard Mr. COWELL, in Manchester, speak
upon 'The Everlasting Covenant.' How very sweetly and forcibly he
spoke, and his voice and expressions are so much like your own that
sometimes I could almost imagine you were speaking. I should think he
will surely send you the substance of his address for the Magazine. He
read Jeremiah xxxi. 31-34, and Hebrews viii., remarking upon the
br.auty of the expression, 'From the least to the greatest.' It is not
'From the greatest to the least,' but reversed. He took Psalm xxvi. 14,.
as his text-' The secret of the Lord,' &c., and dwelt upon the covenant-first, of works; secondly, of grace; then upon 'the secret of the
Lord'; next, upon those to whom He reveals His secret and shows His.
covenant.
"One remark he made was so fresh to me. He was saying that
deeds and covenants are kept in safe places, and that God keeps
His covenant in the hearts of His people. We might think our
treacherous hearts so insecure, but He keeps the key, and His people
are in eternal union with Himself.
"I do feel that the more and more we study His 'Word, the more
we find what honour He puts upon His saints, and beauty, not their
own, but His beloved Son's. He sees them all in Him. Mr. COWELL
brings out the Holy Spirit's work so forcibly. How rarely we hear
Him acknowledged! Just as the Father's power and reality were
questioned and ignored in the old dispensation, and the Son despised,
and rejected, and put to a shameful death, so now, the blessed Holy
Spirit is altogether left out by the majority of those who profess t()
preach the Gospel, and poor man's sinful, frail, unstable efforts substituted-a foundation of sand. Those, however, who feel the weakness of self, and the power of the Holy Spirit, do indeed feast upon
such preaching as dear Mr. COWELL'S.
"I have been reading nearly all your dear little books over again.
How encouraging and touching they are \ I often wished, whilst reading them, that the dear writer might abundantly and constantly possess
the same degree of comfort and strength that he is enabled to impart
to his readers so largely. How very encouraging, for instance, the
statements on pages 11 and 12 in 'Heart Appeals at the Mercy-Seat.'

~
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Oh, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, you too will realize again and again how mar- . ,
vellously God -will interpose when in extremity, and will prove there
is nothing too hard for Him. You pass through stages of darkness
and depression that you may be able to comfort others with the comfort wherewith you yourself are comforted of God, and in thus preparing you to use you, I know He will enable you to rejoice and to
see bright light in the clo'ld.
"Believe me most gratefully and affectionately yours,

"A. P."
IN CHARGE OF THE ANGELS.
IT was early one summer's morning in 1871, that I stood on the platform of a railway station Ileal' a south-western town. Circumstances
conspired to make the occasion pleasant. An arduous week completed j
a leimre day for my homeward journey j beautiful weather and picturesque surroundings.
Having to travel on two railway systems, I had planned to improve
the opportunity by calling on an old friend of my family, whose abode
was in a retired village, situated about half-way between stations on each
line. Such interludes had, and have since, afforded many a pleasant
trip, at little or no expenditure of money or time; and, on this occasion,
the idea of seeing one known and esteemed by report, and taking
home tidings of the interview, strengthened my intention.
A full hour's ride brought me to the road-side station where my w'alk
<lommenced. But it will be best for the reader to know something
about the good man who is to form the subject of my narrative.
Born in the last century, he had, at an early age, commenced, and
for many years carried on, the active duties of life in London-first, as
a butcher, and after, as a meat salesman-until a small competence
enabled him to withdraw to the quiet hamlet where the eventide of his
life was spent. Such, in a sentence, was his career. But man has
another-a moral-history, and his was a marked one. Vigorous in
body and mind, tall and of powerful physique, his days devoted to a
prosperous business, his leisure engrossed in sporting, he was entirely a
man of the world until, in early middle-life, he had experienced that
ehange of heart which alters the current of thought and action, and is
accompanied by a conversation becoming the Gospel of Christ.
The village, which I had now entered, consisted mostly of detached
·cottages thinly skirting a long, narrow common, through which the
'high road ran. A few inquiries enabled me to find the house I sought,
:and there, in the garden, was the good man himself, whose hearty
welcome, after my brief introduction had been listened to, was all I
.could wish, and my new friendship was inaugurated by a walk round
his miniature farmyard, where poultry and other small stock showed a
life-long fJndness and knowledge of live things, whilst a well-kept
garden testified to the neatness, skill, and energy, both of my friend
.and his one labourer.
To "come in and sit down" was next suggested, and our conversation turned into those profitable channels of Christian experience that
.exist only in regions of faith, sincerity, and communion. In the solid
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phraseology of the older Church, in manner devoid of boasting or
affectation, he touched upon early years spent" without God"-on the
grace that sought him out-on the happy period of membership in a
flourishing Church with a powerful ministry. Presently my attention
was directed to a stout, rough stick, which, preserved in the parlour,
had on it this inscription, "He shall -give His angels charge over
thee" (Psa. xci. 11). I had heard something of the history of this
stick, and now give the narrative almost in the words of the aged
disciple, who kindly granted my request to hear all about it :" One day, late in the autumn, some thirty years ago now, I had al1J
appointment to go down into Essex to Squire H--'s, at - - Hall.
He was a fine old gentleman, whom I had long known, and my businesson this occasion. was to inspect and advise on his fat stock. At that
time, railway travelling was somewhat of a new thing, and we wh&
kept good horses did not think much of a long drive or ride on horseback; so I started early from town, and took train twelve or fourteen
miles down the Eastern Counties Railway, leaving my horse at an inn.
After about twenty miles' ride (the Eastern Counties was then a slow
line) I got out at a small country station nearest the Squire's, and found
his groom there to drive me across.
"At the Hall, an ancient family mansion, I was greeted .by the
Squire, and very soon horses were ready to take our party-the old
gentleman and his bailiff, a few visitors, and myself-round the farm.
My mount was a powerful young animal, high bred, high fed, and
very fresh. The morning was delightful-cool, yet mild; the wellwooded landscape baautiful in its autumn tints. My mind that morning
bad gone out in happy meditation, and those words, 'He sb:all give
His angels charge over thee,' came with remarkable power. Just then
I was not at full leisure to enjoy the scenery. My horse pranced and
sidled, and required the constant attention of a good rider, as I then
reckoned myself. I felt the element of danger was present, and at last
it drew very near, as the lusty animal, while passing the edge of a
dyke, nearly rolled me over,and himself on the top. Just then again
came my text. It seemed aglow with spiritual power, and more opportune than at first.
"Our round of inspection was over before tbe afternoon was far ad·
vanced. I spoke about going. 'No, no,' said tbe Squire; 'you must
come back with us to dine.' 'Sir,' said I, 'it would give me great.
pleasure to do so, but it is a busy time with me, and I have to makemarket at four o'clock to-morrow morning.' 'If so,' said be, in tbe
spirit of true politeness, which' speeds the parting guest,' 'I will not.
persua.de you. There is just time,' pulling out his watch, 'to ride
across to - - Station at a fox-hunting pace, Mr. W- - . Ask the
station-master to take care of the horse, till I send a groom for it:
1 reachea. the station in time for the afternoon up-train, which slowly
carried me to the little town where my own horse was stabled. When
I set out for London, the evening had closed in, and it was nearly
dark. Again, in the silence, my text presented itself, and suggested
many precious thoughts as I jogged hon:eward. Suddenly the borsestarted, and, though the night was now very dark, I became aware of
the presence of several men. A violent hand had already seized the
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reins, and a tremendous blow on my head and shoulders-knocking off
my hat and almost dazing me-showed that mischief was intended.
One hardly thinks, at such times, what one is doing, but I grasped the
cudgel, and, by a tremendous effort, shook off the fellow who was
holding it, then rapidly aiming a blow, almost at a venture, near the
horse's head, had the satisfaction of finding that the other villain had
released his hold, and, amidst muttered curses and rallying cries, my
horse bolted, and carried me safely, but hatless, to the next village.
Here I stayed to give information, to recover my balance, and to buy
a hat at the only shop, which was already shut up.
.
"After I reached home, and when the excitement had subSIded, a
painful reaction set in, which resulted in a period of nervous depression.
For months a feeling of weakness and anxiety harassed me. If, in
travelling, I saw two strange men together, suspicion '\vas aroused, and
a desire to avoid them cn'pt over me; but after a time I got better,
and there is the stick, which I have kept ever since, in memory of
God's goodness to me in that time of danger."
An hour or two later, I bade farewell to mv friend and his wife.
He acco~panied me a little way on the road, where, with mutual good
wishes, we parted, I to walk along the Flats, the eye gazing on a fair
expanse of Hants and Surrey, the mind dwelling on an interview,
alas! never to be repeated here below; he to return to his quiet home,
and, full of days, to await the call to that better country he had so
long desired.
T. R. HOOPER.
A STORY OF LORD PALMERSTON.
SIR MYLES FENTo~ tells a good story of Lord PALMERSTON. His
directors were anxious that his lordship should open .the Metropolitan
Railway. Mr. FENToN went to Broadlands for the purpose of asking
him to perform the ceremony. The Prime Minister pleaded previous
engagements, the pre'5ence of visitors at Broadlands, and lastly, he
informed the importunate manager, in a tone that could not be mistaken, that he had no desire to go underground before his time.
The foregoing, which we extract from the City Press, reminds us of
an incident in regard to Lord PALMllliSTON that bore upon ourselves.
Having forwarded for his acceptance, as a proof of what was accomplished in an Industrial School, a set of Dr. GILT:S Commentary, they
were returned with the following curt reply-" Viscount PALMERSTON,
being too much engaged to read the accompanying works, begs to
return them." We could but contrast the above with the acknowledgment: about the same time, of the Earl of SHAFrESBURY. Thanking·
us most warmly for the gift of the Commentary, his lordship said, "If
anyone doubts your work in Ireland, send them here," referring to the
prominent place allotted them upon his library sh,elves.
. 'THE eye of faith looks more to the blood of Jesus than to the
soul's victory over corruption.
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OLD SPOTS.
A VISIT to the Baptist Chapel, East Street, Southampton, brought old
scenes vividly to remembrance. As I once again stood in the vestry
of that chapel, I remembered that it was there I was first led to speak
in my dear and ever-adorable Lord and Master's name. In the most
unexpected way (although not in any way connected with the Sunday
$chool), I was asked to take charge of the school, in the absence of
the superintendent and teachers, as they were about to attend the
funeral of one of their number who had been called away. After
singing a hymn, I purposed endeavouring to engage the children's
attention by reading something which I thought might interest them,
as teaching in the ordinary way so many children was out of the
question. I had scarcely read half-a-page, however, before light broke
in, and I spoke with the greatest freedom for upwards of half-an-hour.
Such was the pleasure I experienced in speaking, that I thought, "If
this is what ministers realize in preaching, it must be a happy thing
to be a preacher."- It was a never-to-be-forgotten season, and has been
a help, in remembrance, hundreds of times since, in proof of what the
Lord can do. Moreover, at the time and under the circumstances in
which I spoke, I had a striking proof of divine all-sufficiency, for there
were two persons present, in the most unlooked-for way, whom I had
reason to think would sit in judgment upon every word I uttered, and
yet their presence did not in the leastwise embarrass or intimidate me.
That vestry-room was memorable, moreover, inasmuch as it brought
vividly to my recollection an old blind woman, who used to be allowed
to sit there b~tween the Sunday services. I happened to be present
upon one occasion, after a stranger had been preaching, and, addressing
her, he said"The Gospel bears my spirit up;
A faithful and unchanging God
Lays the foundation for my hope
In oaths, and promises, and blood."
Grasping the preacher with her double hand, she said, with a vehemence'I have never forgotten, "That's it! That's it ! "
Dear old disciple! Her memory is dear to me to this day, some
sixty years after the time of which I have spoken. She died, as I
heard long afterwards, in the poor-house at Titchfield; and, speaking of
her, the nurse said she "couldn't make her out, for, before she died,
she did nothing but cry, 'Glory! glory! glory!'" Without doubt,
she was among those of whom it is recorded, "The secret of the Lord
is with them that fear Him; and He will show them His covenant."
Ah! reader, what a secret that is-the secret of a cheerful surrender
and a divine contentment, in conditions and circumstances which, without divine sustaining and upholding; would utterly overwhelm and
irretrievably destroy the poor frail creature, man. Thus and thus it is
that the Lord
"Upon a poor, polluted worm
Makes His graces shine."
In glancing upon' th~ tablets on the chapel walls; old and familiar
names were brought fresh to the recollection, and with them a variety

",
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of circumstances connected with their history; and these, moreover,
were fraught with much profitable instruction.
Reader, how difficult it is to realize-yet it is not the less certainthat the time must come-yea, and cannot be far distant-when we,
like those before us, shall have likewise passed away! Oh, that meanwhile God, of His great mercy, may give us grace to "redeem the
time, seeing that the days are evil." Oh, that the little residue of
one's days may be spent to the praise and honour of Him whose we
are, and whom we desire to serve!
D. A. D.

" OOME

AND

SEE!"

(JOHX i. 46.)

WHEN Christ His ministry began,
When He arranged the Gospel plan,
'Twas thus its invitations ran" Come and see! "

.J esus, whose voice His followers felt,

Nathanael, doubting, answered,
"Methinks you must have been misled" ;
Philip replied, and to him said" Come and see! "

Had made their souls with fervour
melt,
Said, when they asked Him where He
dwelt" Come and see! "

The woman at Samaria's well
Heard Jesus all her doings tell,
And said, "He knows all -that has
befellCome and see!

They .followed Him with glad consent,
And one whole day with Him they
spent,
Then said, when to their friends they
went" Come and see!

" He must be the anointed One,
For all things I have ever done
Are by this wondrous Stranger
knownCome and see! "

«For we ha,e the Messiah found;
In Him such love and grace abound,
His voice has such a charming
soundCome and see! "
Then Peter to the SavioID' came,
.And Jesus gave him a new name,
And bade him the same words proclaim" Come and see! "
When Philip had the Saviour seen,
He said, "Jesus, the N azarene,
The true Messiah is I weenCome and see!
« He of whom Moses wrote of old;
lIe of whom all the prophets told;
Come, and His lovely face beholdCome and see! "
Winc7·field.

They came, and found her statement
true,
And they bore witness of Him too,
And said to others whom they knew" Come and see! "
"TheSpiritand the bride say,Come!"
The Gospel says, "There yet is room" ;
Ch.rist's kingdom is a blissful home" Come and see. "
And from that time until this day,
The faithful in the ministry
Unto inquiring sinners say" Come and see! "
Their office is, the truth to preach,
And God's divine command to teach,
And say to all within their reach,. Come and see! "
And all who love the Lord on earth
Should also speak of His great worth,
And say, as they His praise setforth" Come and see! "
C.S.
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"WILL DO TO LIVE BY,· BUT NOT TO DIE BY."
IN one of our recent many half-day sea·trips, we unexpectedly met with
a dear ministerial friend and brother, whom we have known and loved
in and for the truth for very many years. We first met him and
another dear servant of Christ (since departed to his eternal rest) at
the Leicester Conference; nor have we ever since forgotten the sweet
Christian fellowship we three enjoyed at Aylestone Rectory, at the close
of the engagements of the day.
Upon the occasion of our recent meeting on shipboard, our dear
friend, among other incidents, related the following in the hearing of a
beloved niece, who has since, at our request, jotted down the facts.
We never remember that word from John v. 24 to have dropped with
greater power on our own mind than when quoted by our brother
in his so touching a narrative; and we were happy to think, as he
l!poke, that his practice to endeavour to quote the sacred Word, with
but little comment of his own, had been our own personal parochial
habit for many years.
There can be no question that the case about to be described was ~
very special one. Had there been nothing else to indicate this, the
heart-travail and the peculiar weight upon the minister's mind were proof
of it. As described by himself, his exercises at being called to the case
were of the most acute description. He fell upon his knees with intense
anguish and importunity that he might act and speak with that wisdom
which alone cometh down from above. He knew the previous antipathy to himself and his ministrations upon the part of the person to
whom he was called. Humanly speaking, her prospects were of the
brightest character. With large means of her own, she wa.s engaged to
be married to an officer, likewise of high standing. How soon, how~
ever, the. Lord can neutralize all such prosppcts; and, binding the strong
man, can, by the Spirit's own divine authority and power, take possession of the heart Satan would fain permanently and lastingly secure t~
'and for himself. Blessed be God for that glorious truth, "Is there
THE EDITOR.
anything too hard for the Lord ~ "
Lady - - was in the habit of visiting R-- every season, for some
weeks, and bringing with her a young and lovely niece. She herself
was a godly woman, valued the blessings of the Gospel, and attended
a ministry where it was faithfully preached. Her young niece, on the
contrary, had the greatest aversion to Evangelical preaching. Her
heart was still in the world, and moving in its gaities, and, being untouched by the grace of God, she could not bear to attend any church
where she could hear plain Gospel truth. She seldom, if ever, went
with her aunt, would deride the faithful minister and his teaching, and
would call the simple black gown by the nickname of "black crow."
"If that clergyman comes here, aunt, I shall go out by the other
door/' and much to the same dfect she would say, when her aunt
would try sometimes to win her over to hear the truth.
Time went on. Summer after summer passed, Lady - - and her
niece coming yearly to R--, and the niece remaining, as ever, opposed. to Gospel teaching.
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One' Sunday, in early spring, the faithful minister was surprised to
see among his congregation Lady - - . She had never come to
R-- at this time of the year before, and he could not account for
it. The next day, however, he received a note from her, requesting him
to call and see her, as she was on her way to V-- with her young
niece, who was seriously ill, and was most anxious to see him. The
following morning he went, and found Lady - .- in great trouble.
Her niece, she told him, was very dangerously ill. The doctor had
just told her ~hat she could not possibly be removed from R--, and
his opinion was that she could not live many days. Lady - - told Mr.
- - that her niece had taken cold at a ball some weeks before, and had
never recovered from the effects, and she had rapidly sunk into con.
sumption. She had been told that there was no hope, and was now
eagerly anxious to see Mr. - - .
The good minister felt greatly moved. This bright girl, so full of
worldliness as he had always known her, and so opposed to himself
and his teaching, to be brought so low as to be now eagerly desiring
to be taught by him! Truly and deeply he felt the weight and responsibility of having to deal with a soul on the verge of another
world, and just aroused to a sense of its danger. "I went on my
knees," he said to the one to whom he was narrating the facts,'" and
earnestly begged the Lord to give me a message from Himself for t.he
dying girl"
The aunt, who had been to inform her niece that Mr. - - was
then in the house, returned, begging him to go in at once. Her niece
was in a fever of anxiety to see him. On entering the room, he was
almost startled by the changed appearance of the girl. White as was
the pillow on which she lay, her face was whiter, and she lay almost
corpse-like, but tried to express pleasure at seeing him. "But you
never cared for my teaching," he said. " No! no!" she said; "but
I am dying! All the other would do to live by, but not to die by!"
Mr. - - then repeated a few plain, simple Gospel texts. One was,
"The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin";
and another, that most glorious proclamation of the Gospel, "He that
heareth My Word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed from
death unto life" (John v. 24). She lister:ed, drinking in every word.
Many more texts Mr. - - repeated to her-she following each word
-which told her the way of salvation. Gradually peace-that peace
which the apprehension of the Gospel, applied by God the Holy Spirit,
alone can give-seemed to steal into her heart. Her countenance was
irradiated with a happy smile. "Now," Mr. - - said to her, "you
have heard my words-Christ's words-do you believe them 1 Do you
feel that your sins were borne by Him 1" " I do," she said. "Then,"
he said, "I may say to you, you have everlasting life. Are you
happy 1" Mr. - - then asked: "Yes, I am," she said. "Are you at
peace 1" he asked. "Yes, I am," she saiel, and her whole look and
tones betokened it. "Now, good-bye," Mr. - - said. "I will see
you in the morning, as I am not able to visit you again to-day." She
smiled assent.
Mr. _.:...... continued, "I was there the next morning at ten o'clock,
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but the nurse met me with, 'Sir, she passed away last night.' 'Oh,'
I said, 'I wish I had seen her again.' 'There was no need, sir,'
replied the nurse; 'she was in perfect peace. She asked me to tell
you she was in perfect peace.' Thank . God, she had found a religion
that would do to die by ! "
A SUOOESSFUL APPEAL.
THE annexed appeared in the Hampshire Post:SIR,-I feel it my duty to inform you of a very gratifying fact connected with the case of Miss OHARLOTTE MORTLEMAN, on whose behalf
you so kindly, on the 1st of October and the 19th of Noveinber, 1886,
inserted an appeal to the United Kingdom Beneficent Association for
a pension-an appeal which, by the kindness of the Editor, also appeared
in that well-known periodical, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, for November
of ] 886. Miss MORTLEMAN is the daughter of a mail-guard who, while
on duty, lost his life on the Goodwin Sands, on the 5th of January,
1857. The circumstances attending the death of the father were thus·
-described, in a letter to the Times, by Oaptain J. B. KNOCKER, R.N.,
J.P. for Dover:"The Violet, mail-packet, was lost with all on board, and sixteen
widows and forty-three fatherless children were left. The mail-bags
were in the custody of an officer in the service of the Post Office; and
when put on board they were, as u~ual, deposited in a secure place
below, the key being in the possession of the mail-guard. On this
occasion, an active and zealous officer, who had been many years in the
service, named JOSEPH WILlLl..} l MOKTLDL\.N, had charge of them;
and, although certain death was before him, he must have opened the
depository, and brought out the bags-perhaps to the upper deck-as
the only chance, by floating, of their reaching home. Without this
considerate conduct, the probability is that they would now have laid in
the sands, for the fore-part of the vessel was seen, two days afterwards,
lying buried in the sand up to her upper deck. [By this heroism of
the mail-guard, however, the mails were recovered, though the poor
man himself lost his life.] Mr. MORTLE~IAN left a widow and ten
children (three of the latter were dependent on the mother) and an
aged father, while the widow was in an entirely destitute condition."
The appeal to the Beneficent Association was for a pension of from
£20 to £25. Miss MORTLEJliIAN has now, however, obtained one from
the Government instead, Her Majedty's Treasury having granted her a
sum of £40 per annum.
Miss MORTLEJliIAN, after having polled 1,356 votes, has, of course,
become ineligible for a pension from the above Association. But she,
nevertheless, hereby desires to convey her sincere thanks to you, sir, for
your kindness; also to her friends, and to the subscribers especially
who favoured her cause; to all, in fact, who may have .aided her by
their response to the aplleal made in your columns. .
It ought to be added ~ that the Oommittee of the above Association
have graciously been pleased to bestow upon her a small donation.
Yours truly obliged,
Liphook, Hants, April 29th, 1889.
WILLIAM STEYENS.
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PASSI.'\G NOTES AND GREETINGS.

To the Editor of the Gospel l11agazine.
DEAR BROTHER I~ CHRIST, BELOVED,-I must be one of the earliest
to greet you at Sion Hill, Clifton, where you have pitched your tent
pro tem. It seems singular and pleasing to me that, only a few weeks
ago, I was looking upon the very spot from that marvellous suspension
bridge that spans the Avon. I must say it made me nervous, and
giddy to look down the precipitous descent, but" How beautiful! How
beautiful!" was the continued exclamation. I was, however, certainly
surprised to see Clifton Downs such a building locality, and the stretch
of grass land so limited.
We wended our way from thence to the Bristol Cathedral, and, as I
stood by the side of the low pulpit, I remembered that from thence
you had proclaimed the precious Gospel of Christ in that sacred
edifice. It did look all so plain and Protestant-like-a rare thing nowa-days. The Communion table, too, away from the wall, with no pretence at any altar presumption-so unscriptural and Romish.
I think you heard of our staying at Bath. The change did Mrs.
C.OWELL m.u?h good. While there we held sweet converse ~i.th man:y
kmdred spmts, by whom you are well known, and I was privIleged to
speak twice in the Master's name. One thing particularly interested
me, namely, paying a visit to the chapel of the Countess of HUNTINGDON-one of the thirty-four that remain in that Connexion-where I
saw the original painting of that elect lady, said to be worth twohundred guineas, together with one of WHITFIELD, represented in his
well-known position, with hands uplifted over the people j and several
others of the old divines. But what especially attracted my attention
was the pulpit, from which the Rev. JOHC'{ OWE...'i, thirty years pastor
of the place, had proclaimed the truth, together with WHITFIELD and
other notable champions for" the faith once delivered unto th'3 saints."
Behind this pulpit where these dear men of God stood was a recess,
and on the top of the circle "as written in gold letters a passage of
Scripture. Not being very able to read it, the caretaker said, " Won't
you go into the pulpit, sir 1" This was the very thing I wanted. It
seemed a privilege to stand upon such a sacred spot. Then I looked
up and read these significant words-" I have a message of God unt()
thee" (Judges iii. 20).
Oh, dear brother, how few, it seems to me, are the places of worshipnow where the minister can say this! How few are the men that get
the bread of life now hot from God's oven! It is a stone-a serpent
-a scorpion--=-or anything else presented but the pure bread from
heaven.
Our dear Ruth, who was with us too, was struck with the simplicity
and lack of so-called ornaments in the Cathedral, the table also being
free from questionable hangings. Turning to an aged verger, she remarked, "I am admiring the plainness of the Lord's table here."
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" Ah !" he replied, with emphasis, "and it is the Lord's table. We
have not, nor do we want, any altar here."
Among the many interest.ing memorials, one struck me above all
others. It was a plain tomb in a recess, and upon the slab was the
Bible in marble. I did like it so, for I feel I get more primitive and
Protestant as the wild religious vagaries of the present day increase.
But one thing I meant to note especially is, Messrs. COLLINGRIDGE'S
kind presentation to me of Dr. Gill's Commentary on the Holy Bible,
bound in calf, in reco~ition of my long and steady eervice in connection
with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I find my first "Wayside Note" was
written in the year 1850, although I had written occasional articles
some years previously. Nearly forty years of writing upon the sacred
Scriptures, and yet it seems 3lil if one had only skimmed the surface
of divine truth! There is such a perpetual freshness in the Word. But
what are my services to yours-forty-nine years, and entering upon
your Jubilee year 1 I have read your remarks in contemplation of this
with the deet>est interest. Marvellous life-long work indeed! Who but
the Most High can count up the result 1 Personally feeble, faint, and
fearful in self all along, but finding the God of Israel to be the Helper
night and day.
'
But although we say, dear brother, the God of the harvest only will
know the result of our spreading His truth, yet, blessed be His name,
we are not without testimonies to cheer us in the work. One from a
distant land, just received, is very precious and encouraging. Dear
Mr. THOMAS PLAISTED, writing from his home at St. Kilda, Melbourne,
Victoria, says:"Since my return to the colony, it has given me much pleasure
to tell my friends some of my experience in England, and some of
them, who know you only by your writings, quite brightened up when
they heard that I was present at the service when you preached in
London. Two of them-an aged man who lives near here, the other
on the gold-fields near Sandhurst, Bendigo-both speak highly of the
profit and pleasure they have had in reading your ' Wayside Notes,'
the elder one, who is about seventy years of age, adding, 'you have
been more useful to him spiritually than any other minister whom he
had known.'"
God be praised, dear brother, for such testimonies. Does it not show
the reality of the work we are engaged in 1 I say we, for I am constantly finding that where my works are acceptable, your name is a
household word, and your books prominent, and read with joy and
profit.
I should like also to have told you of a precious testimony re{leived from our mutual friend JOSEPH STEER, of the coastguard at the
Menai Lighthouse, Isle of AiJglesey, but I must forbear. You know
.all about such valued fruit Ulito God.
Earnest and sincere praise we give to Him. May He sanctify your
remaining days, and make you a blessing to the Church of God, even
to the end, and at that end may it be a quiet and peaceful resting in
Him who has given you such fulness of blessing all the journey
through. Why, indeed, should terror lurk in our hearts about death,
after the multiplied mercies of a long course? It does seem strange.
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But I do believe, dear brother, that when it comes, in spite of all in
firmities of the flesh, your song of faith will be" Now, Saviour, now my soul receive,
Transported from the vale to live
And reign with Thee above,
Where faith is sweetly lost in sight,
And hope in full supreme delight,
And everlasting love."
What a hallowed fruition! We shall meet you there, dear brother.
And now, hand in hand, and heart with heart, onwards we will press
to the heavenly home.
·One with you and in Christ,
GEORGE COWELL.
REPLY.
2, Sion Hill, Clifton, May 7th, 1889.
Upon reaching the above this evening, among about a dozen letters
I found yours, dear brother, which I have read with much refreshment
()f soul. Before, however, I touch upon its contents, I must say how
much struck I was just now, whilst being driven from the station to this
place. As you are aware, we had to pass through the leading streets
of both Bristol and Clifton Now, although, with the exception of the
last fourteen months (lacking one week), I have resided in Bristol for
more than thirty and a half years, yet, upon our returning here, I
recognized but five familiar faces, so fraught with change is this poor
dying world. Moreover, one of the first remarks made to me upon
stepping out of the train was, "I suppose you have heard of the death
of Mrs. R--1 " It reminds me, dear brother, of an observation of my
very dear old Bishop-I think it was in his last letter to me. Speaking
of all his old friends and acquaintances having passed away, he said,
'" In the midst of life we are in death,' but," he added, "what a mercy
to be able to say, 'In the midst of death we are in life!'" Again,
just as we drove up to this house, I gazed upon one within a few
paces where, upon my first coming to Bristol, I used from time to time
to meet the late dear SAMUEL ABRAlIAM WALKER, and many precious
Christian friends. The late ever-to-be-remembered Miss HARCOURT lived
there, and her house was the resort of many of the excellent of the
earth, although little thought of or regarded by the people of the world.
Again, when on my way to call upon my de~r friend and brother
ORMISTON, I passed the house of the late beloved HENRY BAR 'E. That
naturally brought vividly before me our occasional meetings there,
and his sweet, genial spirit came fresh to my recollection. Again, at
Mr. OmusToN'S, the first object that attracted my notice was a speaking portrait of his late dear wife, upon whose words I had just been
thinking. "Through God we shall do valiantly," said she, just as she
was about to undergo a most critical surgical operation.
Now, these precious jewels the Lord has taken home, eternally to
decorate His Mediatorial crown. Vvell, be it ours, dear brother, to
exult in the fact.
" Are we not tending upwards too,
As fast as time can move?
Nor do we wish the hours more slow
To keep us from our Love."
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And now for a 'few comments upon your so welcome Ifltter. I have
followed you in your rambles with deepest interest. You speak of
your visit to the Bristol Cathedrlll. Ah! how often have I thought of
the Lord's so great goodness and mercy to me, in that He was pleased,
after the deepest anxiety upon my part, to give me such a large
measure, not of calmness merely, but likewise of comfort, whilst.
occupying that Cathedral pulpit. My text was, John xiv. 1-" Let not
your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me." Dear
WALKER I found afterwards was present, and much enjoyed the sermon.
But that is quite a thing of the past with me. Nearly all my own
personal enjoyment came in connection with preaching. As I sought.
to minister to others, the Lord was pleased to minister to me. Hence,
this medium of supply has been entirely suspended during the last
fourteen months; yet, in the absence of this high and distinguishing
privilege, I cannot but indulge the hope that the Lord has not absolutely
laid me aside.
During our stay at Southsea, I have considered my mission was, to
endeavour to spread the truth, in so far as I could, by means of my books
and booklets. Through the contributions of several kind friends, I have
been enabled to circulate upwards of twenty-five thousand of my various
works. These have gone far and wide. Having been presented with a
free pass between Southsea, the Isle of Wight, and Southampton, I have
gone that favourite route (with which you, dear brother, were so much
pleased) no less than ninety-nine times, besides some eight or ten
separate visits to the Isle of Wight. The good that these half-day
sea-trips have done me is incalculable, as far as my bodily health is
concerned. Of my preaching power, however, I can say nothing, inasmuch as I have Dot tested it during the period I have named, and
respecting which the doctor gives me no hope.
In my excursions, you can imagine, dear brother, the many persons
I have met and conversed with. To these I have made a point of
giving a book, or packet of booklets j and, as some were about to cross
the ocean to far distant lands, I trust the Lorrl may bless the little
messengers far and wide. This fact has tended to cheer me in the midst
of much personal depression, arising from my silence in regard to·
preaching. Oh, how deeply I now lament my want of a more becoming
appreciation of that so great privilege, whilst yet it was vouchsafed t()
me ! Oh, what would I give could I again be permitted to enjoy it ~
I cannot imagine what would be my feelings, if once again allowed to·
occupy my own sacred pulpit. I greatly fear my feelings would carry
me away, and that I should, in spite of the many cautions I have had,
yield to the excitement that it is so desirable to avoid. In fact, s()
fearful is my doctor of this, that he said, a few days since, "If I were
in the church, and saw you enter the pulpit, I should walk out." Upon
any other grounds than the fear of the consequences, as far as I was
considered, of course such a movement upon his part would be anything but complimentary.
Under these circumstances, my dear friend, you can understand what·
my feelings are. You have had too much enjoyment personally, in
ministering in the Lord's name, not to understand my state of mind.
With very few exceptions, I have attended the Circus Church of a
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Sunday morning during our stay at Southsea, and oh, how I have envied
Qur dear brother, the Rev. J. C. MARTIN, whilst he was preaching!
No~ a word could I hear, whilst those around me sat feasting upon
the truths he was delivering.
And now, in regard to your letter, dear brother. You speak of the
beauty of this place, and well you may. But it seems to have no
-charms whatever for me. In fact, I don't think my mind was ever
more imbued than now, with the deep sense that "all is vanity."
Wherever I have been, or whatever I have seen, all-aIl-has seemed
to bear the deep imprp-ss of "This also is vanity"; and from my
inmost soul I have exclaimed, with Dr. WATTS, hundreds of times, of
late months"My God, my life, my Love,
To Thee, to Thee, I call;
I cannot live if Thou remove,
For Thou art All in all.
"Thy smiling face can cheer
This dungeon where I dwell;
'Tis paradise if Thou art here;
If Thou depart, 'tis hell."
I think I can, wi~h the utmost truth, state that, if I have envied a
'Creature upon earth, it has been the preacher of the Gospel. Notwithstanding all it entails in soul-travail, weight, and responsibility, as far
as I know my own heart, I can say, I covet no position, nor desire any
earthly good, apart from the preaching of the Word. No human
attainment, nor any worldly possession, can for one moment compare
with this, the highest privilege and the richest blessing even God can
bestow, with the exception of a personal salvation. Hence the privation! Hence the blank! Hence the void that no fleshly gift can fill.
To this deprivation I instrumentally ascribe the great depression
from which I have of late so deeply suffered, more especially in the
wakefulness of the night-season, when I experience a darkness that
may indeed be felt, for my dear Lord seems so to hide His face, and,
as far as words go, to give so little heed to my midnight cries and
importunities. In the earlier part of our sojourn at Southsea, I was
privileged to enjoy a goodly measure of "singing and making melody
in the heart," in the review and contemplation of all that the Lord
had been and done through all my wilderness career from childhood up
to the then present moment; but of late this state of soul had greatly
subsided. It appeared to me that the cloud was moving, and seemed
to direct this way. I now abide the issue. What the Lord intends
{loncerning me I know not. I wait His will and watch His hand-at
least, I endeavour to do so.
You speak, dear brother, of having merely "skimmed the surface of
divine truth." I assure you, I am positively ashamed of the little I
know of that self-same sacred Vlord. In spite of all I have attempted
to say or to write about it, it seems as nothing-positively nothingthat is worthy of its claims. I feel that my poor so-called labours may
be compared to a child's building its little heaps upon the sands, the
which the next wave washes away; and yet there is a sense in which
I think comfort may be gleaned from this consideration, for, if the
2 C
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continuous efforts of well-nigh fifty years are attended with suc~ results,
what a fulness" there must be in the ocean, a thimbleful of which we
have been,childlike, dipping up! If, a,mid all our corruption and
manifold obstacles and hindrances, we thus feel, what will it be when
we are really" delivered from the burden of the flesh," and, in joy and
felicity, we realize the immediate presence of Jesus as He is, amid all
the blessedness of the better and the brighter world'! If the occasional sips of the stream be so sweet, refreshing, and satisfying, what
will the ocean fulness be ~ Ah! dear brother, well may the immortal
TOPLADY smg"If such the sweetness of the streams,
What must the Fountain be,
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee?"
I rejoice, dear brother, in the improved health of your dear partner.
After the bereavements I have personally experienced, I can the more
readily sympathize with those who are exercised by the sicknesses and
afflictions of those so near and dear to them. Well do I remember a
remark of that dear servant of God, the late ARTIIUR TRIGGs. N otwithstanding the way in which he was privileged of the Lord, as to
his unwavering confidence in Him and the uninterrupted assurance with
whi~h he was indulged, yet he said he trembled like an aspen leaf
when he heard his son coming downstairs of a morning, lest he 8hould
be ill. Ah! who like a husband or father knows the keenness of these
feelings ~ But I must stop.
Ever affectionately yours,

TH:E

EDITOR.

THOUGHTS ON ENTERING MY LAST EARTHLY HOME,
THE AGED PILGRIMS' ASYLUM, CAMBERWELL, JANUARY 1ST, 1861.

[The annexed will be read with interest, as the production of one of
the inmates of the Aged Pilgrims' Asylum at Camberwell.-ED.] ,
God, I'm safely here al"
rived!
How groundless are my fears!
To think I should distrust the Lord,
My eyes could melt to tears.

THANK

llfethinks I hear Thee say to me"What are your fears about?
I've led you, kept you safe till now;
Then wherefore didst thou doubt?
"I've said I'll never, never leave;
My purpose I'll fulfil;
I've been a faithful God to thee,
And yet thou douutest still."
Ah! Lord, methinks I never shall,
No, never doubt again;
But this I know, without Thy aid
All my resolves are vain.

For sixty years and nearly eight
My little barque's been tossed;
And often in life's troubled sea
I've thought she would be lost.
But here I am, thanks to Thy name,
In my last earthly home;
Oh, let me have Thy presence here,
Then bow before Thy till'one !
Here in this peaceful, calm retreat,
Oh, may I oft.en see
A glimpse of that bright, better land
Where I so long to be !
Cut short Thy work, and take me
home;
There I no more shall doubt,
But be with Jesus Christ shut in,
And doubting all shut out.
ANN GILKES.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVy.··,
To the Edit~r of ti~e Gos~'el M~gaz-ine.
\
DEAR DR. ,DOUDNEY,-With your usual kindness and permission,
we will now lay before your readers the following interestingtestimonies which we have recently recei\'ed.
It affords us much encouragement and satisfaction to meet with so
much sympathy and support, from year to year, in this arduous but
blessed undertaking; but, as so many of our helpers have gone to tbeir
eternal rest since the commencement of this Mission, in the year 1873,
we should feel greatly helped by tlwse who remain sending us all the assistance
they can.
"The host of God encamp around
The dwellings of the just;
Protection He affords to all
Who make His name their trust.
"While hungry lions lack their prey,
The Lord will food proTIde
For such as put their trust in Him,
And see their needs supplied."
FROM A LIGHTHOUSE.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Please find enclosed the sum of five shillings,
for your fund to provide books, &c., for the Army and Navy; also,
thirteen stamps for a photograph of your late lamented husband. Indeed
I was very sorry to hear of his death, for many nice parcels of books
he sent to me. His loss has, I am sure, been felt by many of those
he took such a Christian interest in.
"I return you many thanks for the nice monthly packet of books,
and especially for the valuable one you sent at Christmas last. They
are highly prized here by us all on this lonely island, twenty miles
from - - , and only visited by a boat three times each month. There
are three men on it besides my family and one of the assistant's sisters,
numbering in all ten persons.
"I hope, dear Mrs. BRIDER, the Lord will long enable you to carry
on the, noble work begun by your late husband, and that He will
sustain you and your family ill that your great loss, and enable you to
say, 'Thy will be done.'
"Again thanking you for all the nice reading you send me,
"I remain, yours sincerely,

"

"

FROM MALTA.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I do thank you very much for your kindness
in sending me such a nice parcel of books, &c., and I trust God will
bless them to many souls. Oh, how great is our c ~lling! How great
condescension on the part of our God to send us out as sowers of the
seed of His kingdom! May He Himself (Jesus) fit us for this glorious
work which He has given us to do.
"I thank God for His condescending to bless the work' here, for we
know that He is working with us, confirming the Word, for there are
the signs following.· And I do thank God for putting it into the hearts
2 C 2
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of so many of His dear people to help on the good work by sending
us out tho~e little tokens of love to give to others; and may He who
seeth in secret reward them openly."
FROM: A WORKER IN THE LORD'S VINEYARD.
"DEAR FRIEND,-Is it possible to make up a larger quantity of
Christian reading for lower deck 1 The whole of the fleets are now in,
and we .are out of matter. The demand is really urgent, the field great."
FROM ANOTHER ·WORKER.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-At present, and for some weeks to come,
there will be an unusually large number of seamen at this port. In
addition, crews just returned from Malta, West and East Indies, Cape,
and China. ",Ve have three coastguard ships, and the Ohannel and Training Squadrons here. I should feel so glad if you could forward me any
additional books and tract~, for the use of the men. It does me good
to get amongst the men, and hear them tell how, by a small tract in
cells, they were brought to realize that the precious blood of Jesus was
shed for them, and how they now rejoice in Him. One man read a small
book, 'The Piercing Eye'; it led to his conversion. He now leads a
Bible Class on his ship. Another man read the small book on 'The
Influence of the Bible,' and, although he was a declared infidel, he has
now become a changed man. Another of the men got into the cells
through drink. His comrade, who was a Ohristian, begged of him to read
his Bible, telling him he should not cease to pray for him. This man
not only came out of the cells sober, but with his name registered in
heaven.
"The books you kindly sent me-' Walks and Talks with Jesus,'
'Looks To and From Jesus,' 'Something Secret,' 'Sympathy,' &c.,
have been extensively used in our hospitals, and amongst the aged and
poor sick people. God has blessed the reading of them to many a soul.
"Feeling assured that you will help me as far as possible, I commend
your labour to the Lord, feeling that our united labour has His seal
of approval."
Upon receipt of the two foregoing letters, we immediately despatched
three and two large boxes, respectively, of reading, with an earnest
hope for God's blessing to attend their circulation.
FROM A DOCKYARD.
"DEA.R MRS. BRIDER,-Please accept my best thanks for the very
acceptable box just to hand.
"While distributing some Gospel literature, and Dr. DOUDNEY'S
booklets last month, one of our workers learned of three men being
converted on the ship Jonathan, through the instrumentality of this
work. Two of them have since worshipped with him at the chapel he
attends, and are growing in knowledge and grace."
FROM: ANOTHER ·WORKER IN THE LORD'S VINEYARD.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I am exceedingly obliged to you for the
large box of reading just received-more so because my shelves were
getting very empty, and I was looking around for the help promis~d
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by the Lord of the vineyard, when your kindness supplied the lack.
Your oft-repeated kindness is of the greatest value to me in my work
among the sailing vessels visiting this port, and our steam cplliers are
all fully supplied as far as my means allow. I often wish I could do
more, but until my supply of literature is increased, I can do but in
part. I thank you for the monthly parcel, which always gives
pleasure."
FROM GIBRALTAR.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Many thanks for your kind letter. The
scrap-book has arrived, for which I thank you very much.
.
"I preached on Easter Sunday morning in the library from whIch
dear Mr. BRIDER received 'The Anxious Inquirer,' and spoke to the
patients about it. May the dear Lord supply all your need."
Any contributions in books or money will be most thankfully received
by us at The Old Gaol .Bfission Hall, Salisbury, or if preferred, to any
of our Depots.
I remain, dear Dr. DOUDXEY,
Yours very thankfully,
Salisbury, May 10th, 1889.
A. E. BRIDER.

"ACCIDENTS, SO-CALLED."
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I feel I cannot help but bear my feeble testimony to the truth of your remarks in this month's Magazine, respecting
so-called accidents. Oh, how I pity the poor sceptic and atheist who
attribute the protection and preservation of God to blind chance! It
has indeed been the means of bringing some remarkable escapes that I
have myself been the subject of to my mind. But, not to be tedious,
I will just mention four.
The :first I will mention happened at the funeral of the late Mr.
RATION, the editor of the Gospel Standard, as I used to often supply
for him before his death; and, having a love to him, for the truth he
advocated, I attended, with many others, his funeral.
I was sitting on the box-seat with the driver of one of the carriages, when, in turning round on a side hill, the carriage turned over
on its side so suddenly that, before I could jump from my seat, my
legs were so completely fixed between the hind quarters of the horse
and the box I was-or rather, had been-sitting upon, that it was some
few minutes before I could be extricated. There I was, with my legs
thus fixed, hanging head downwards. Had the horse started forward,
or kicked, I must, to all appearance, have been killed on the spot.
But no; the horse stood as though stupefied till, by the help of two
or three men, I was delivered from so critical a position. My legs were
very much bruised, but I was not enough hurt to prevent me following
my daily calling.
The second I will name is this. I had been to take an evening
service at Chelwood Common, and, when service was over, I bad some
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twelve or thirteen miles' drive home across country. Well, during, the
service, there ~ad come on one of those thick ground fogs, so that I could
not see my hand if I held it up before my face, and the horse I was
driving was blind of one eye. However, I tried to commit myself -into
the hands of God, and, with a brother minister and his wife, we took
our seats, and st.arted the horse to find its own way as best it could.
Well, we had started about half-an-hour, not knowing where we were,
when I had such a presentiment we were in danger, so I stopped
the horse, and got down, and, by feeling, for we could see nothing,
I found we were just on the brink of a deep ditch. Had the horse
taken another step or two, what the consequences would have been we
can only guess; but I believe, in answer to our prayers, the fog began
to lift, and once more we pursued our course, and arrived home safe and
sound.
AnQther time, I had been to Skeynes Hill, to supply, and was
returning home with a pony and cart, quite by myself this time, having
about sixteen miles' drive, and, being winter time, darkness came on
before I got far on my journey. In coming over Ashd6wn Forest,
a very lonely part of the road, the pony tripped and fell, turning
right over, and I was thrown some distance out into the road; but, as
Providence would have it, a gentleman and his servant were looking
round after a band of gipsies they suspected were encamping in the
neighbourhood. They heard me shout for help, and came to my
assistance, and, with their help the pony was got up, unhurt, though
we had to cut the harness in two or three places to get it out. They
very kindly got me some cord to patch it up, and I again started on
my way, and arrived home once more, with the exception of a little
dirt and a slight scratch on one hand, none the worse.
The last time I shall name happened in January of this year. I
had been to supply at Croydon, and, as there is no late train from
Tunbridge to Tunbridge Wells on a Sunday night, I got a ride on the
mail-cart, and had got about half-way when, in coming down a hill,
the horse fell so suddenly that I was thrown right over, like a ball out
of a' trap, and came to the ground on the back of my neck and
shoulders; and, though the poor horse died on the spot, I again escaped
unhurt.
What shall we say to these things 1 What can we say 1 "Vhat
must we say, seeing so many, by what men term trifling accidents, break
their limbs and lose their lives 1 Though
"Plagues and deaths around me fly,
Till He bids I cannot die;
Not a single shaft can hit
Till the God of love sees fit."
My friends tell roe sometimes I am a wonder. It is God who does
wonders. Did He not uphold, preserve, and keep me, I never could
do as I do-very often three services on a Lord's Day, twenty or more
miles to drive, in all weathers. I have come out of a crowdedcha'i!el
in a perspiration, and before I have got far on the road, my beard has
been frozen in icicles. Sometimes ten, eleven, and twelve o'clock before
I get home, and have to be up again soon after three, being a baker.
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Sometimes two or three evening services during the week, besides my
Sunday labours and my daily employment-burning the canule at ,both
ends-yet have been upheld till now.
-The Lord continue to bless you, and make you a bles~ing to His tried
and exercised people. So prays,
Yours in the same path,
Tunbridge Wells, April 8th, 1889.
W. BOTTEN.
AFFLICTION AND ITS FRUITS.
. To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,- . . . . I quite feel all that you say about
weights and pressure being essential to our well-being. By nature,
when all is going smoothly, we are so forgetfuL How often the Lord
exhorted the children of Israel to "remember and forget not" (1) ;
and how precious the description of Himself-" He remembereth."
How precious of Him, too, when He hys us aside, to bring, amid the
~mforced solitude of illness, the remembrance of Himself more vividly
to us-to treat us so gently (2) instead of reproachfully. I am sure,
during the last few weeks, I have felt all the truth and beauty of
those lines" For I was weary, weary,
And longed to be at rest;
And oh, it was so peaceful there,
While leaning on His breast!"
He might have been so angry, and brought all the terrors of the law
to bear upon weakness and consciousness of sin; but instead, He
answered prayers, oh, so abundantly, and unfolded hidden depths of
precious Scriptures, and revealed Himself in such loving, heart-reaching
sweetness.
After all this, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, comes the fear lest dark times
are at hand. How often you have told us-and how often, too, I have
proved it-that these precious seasons are frequently the prelude to
trial (3), and the very brightness of these visits makes me tremble (4).
Yet why 1 The same love that brought such support, and rest, and
light, is the same always. 'Ve change, and we need the constant
remiuder of our sinfulness and weakness, but "He abideth faithful."
We forget that here we walk by faith, not by sight; and the moment
the consciousness of His presence is -withdrawn-not the reality-we fear.
I was thinking lately how often God's people have feared when the
very deliverance they have been desiring was just at hand (5). When
Jesus was coming to His disciples on the sea, when "they were toilin£
in rowing, for the wind was contrary," they were "troubled, and cried
out for fear." Yet He appeared, to bring to them the calm they
longed for. The women at the sppulchre were afraid when they saw
the angel who announced the great and joyou~ fact of the risen life, of
the One they mourned as dead. C0rneliu~ was afraid when the angel
appeared to him to give him tidings of his accpptance-" Thy prayers
and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God."
How often, then, dear Dr. DOUD~EY, do we fear an angel, or even,
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as was the case with the disciples, Jesus Himself (6). Sometimes our
"eyes are holden," and we know not that Jesus Himself is talking
with us. But oh, knowing, by the witness of the Spirit, that we are
in· the clasp of "the everlasting arms," "graven on the palms of His
hands," adopted "sons and daughters," "joint-heirs," ,e sealed by
the Spirit unto the day of redemption," how strong should be our
confidence (7), knowing that, "among the sundry and manifold changes
of the world," as well as spiritual warfare, the pearly gates will be
entered, and the welcome of the Father, Brother, King, Redeemer.
sound in our ears.
,
,Ve have a dual life-" troubled, yet not distressed; perplexed, but
not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not
destroyed; sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich;
having nothing, and yet possessing all things" (8)-" all things" indeed
when we are Christ's. And however sore and long the conflict, yet
thanks be unto God, who always causeth us to triumph in Christ.
Most gratefully and affectionately yours,
Wilmslo11J.
ANNIE POOL.
COMMENTS.

1. Well indeed may the Lord say, "Remember and forget not," for

He knows our ever-constant pronenllss to forget. How commonly
under trial have we said, "If the Lord will but hear and deliver, how
will we praise Him!" At such times and seasons, whatever our previous knowledge of ourselves, in proportion to the weight or magnitude of the trouble, we have thought it next to impossible that, in
the event of deliverance, we should lose sight of it. But alas! alas r
what has the issue proved but indifference, cold-heartedness, and the
regarding the succour as a mere matter of course.
2. Yes, verily, He does indeed "gently-so gently"-keeping in view
so mercifully and graciously the fact that "we are but dust and
ashes." Oh, how true His wurd, that" like as a father pitieth his
children, so the Lord pities them who fear Him." Would that parentswho sit in judgment upon the Lord's dealings, in their personal ignorance of Him, could hut think of this as a Scriptural feature of His
loving and merciful character! How would such consideration tend to·
subdue their hard and harsh opinions of so great and gracious a Being!
3. Truly they are' often" the prelude to trial"; yet eyen then we
see His wisdom and love in the" preparatory process" with which He
has graciously fortified us for the coming trial. Moreover, the triat
has instrumentally controlled the pride, which otherwise might have
gained the mastery over us.
4. Yes, and, at the same time, in the Lord's hands, renders us the·
more contented with the simple walking by faith, in the absence of the
bright and blessed manifestations which we might otherwise have
craved.
5. True; but generally vouchsafed in a very different way to what th~y
had contemplated, although by no means in a less effectual or satISfactory way. His deliverances are usually attended with a sense of
their marked simplicity, as well as indicating His special watchfulness,
loving care, and divine all-sufficiency.
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6. And does not that very fear (for which we may so justly reproach
ourselves) at the same time the more clearly show forth the freeness
. and the fulness of grace ~ How it traces every good and perfect gift
to the Lord-to Himself, and Himself alone!
7. Well may you say, "How strong should be our confidence"; but,
alas! is it not the reverse with us, and that, moreover, after some of
the most marked and gracious deliverances 1 Oh, how Satan and our
own base hearts conspire together to put a most sad and unbecoming
construction upon the tender and loving acts of the Lord! How
astounding is His patience and long-suffering in this, as well as in ten
thousand other respects!
8. Well do you say, " We have a dual life"; but is it not blessed
to consider the vast importance of the "yet" and the" but," as they
stand in the portion you have quoted 1 How precious are these divine
reserves and limitations!
Well, dear sister, all the changes of state and feeling to which you
refer--the trials and afflictions of mind, body, or estate-will only
enhance the glory that is to be revealed. Your recent bodily affliction
is by no means to be wonderad at, considering all you had previously
been called to pass through, in connection with the long illness of your
revered and now sainted father. We pray God still to spare you, sO'
that you may continue to bear a living testimony for His gracious
charact.er and dealings.
THE EDITOR.
PLAIN SPEAKING.

IN the matter-of-fact manner in which a leading writer in the City
P1'ess expresses himself, we meet with the following seasonable hint,
to which it would be well if many a public speaker gave heed:"Those who listened to the Spital sermon at Christ Church, Newgate
Street, yesterday, must have been greatly disappointed. There was a
splendid congregation-some seven or eight hundred bright, intelligent
youths, as well as children of a larger growth-and instead of giving
them some stirring words of practical advice and friendly counselinstead even of pressing home the great lesson of the day-the sermon,
which was delivered, but scarcely heard, might have been written by
the Bishop of Llandaff for some village congregation in the early days
of the century, and fished out from a number of other fossilized
remains. The preacher, no douht, is a learned and devout man, but
he lost an excellent opportunity by forgetting the needs and capabilitiesof his audience. If it is absolutely necessary to have a bishop to'
deliver the Spital sermon, there are surely bishops on the Bench who
would be able to touch the hearts and awaken the interest of the
young Blues, instead of sending them to sleep!"
THE Old Testament is the water-shed of the N 8W. These deep
springs, which irrigate and fructify the New Testament Church, took
their rise from the mountains of J udrea, and ascended, like the volume
of the Nile, to fertilize the landscape around them.
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THE SERVICE OF SUFFERING.
UNTO you it is given, in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe
on Him, but also to suffer for His sake." So wrote the Apostle in his
Epistle to the Philippians, and we have often thought that, if there be
more marked proof of the powel' and preciousness of faith in some of
the children of God than in others, it is those who are called to
undergo intense physical suffering. A goodly measure of health, coupled
with the activities of liff', and continuous contact with our fellowcreatures~ have a wonderfully diverting influence. As man was desig~ed
and created for activity, rather than listlessness and idleness, occupatIOn
may well be considered as his natural element. The fact should never
be lost sight of that Adam was "put into the garden of Eden to dre~s
it and to keep it," and that in his primeval state. It was not untIl
after the fall that it was "in the sweat of his face he was to eat
bread." Occupation is one thing, toil another.
When occasionally taking the place of the chaplain in this or that
gaol, we have often been struck with the difference in the bearing of
the prisoners-those at work, and those with nothing to do but to
submit in silence and solitude to their sentences. Moreover, in order
that we might the better underst31ld the character of their punishment,
we have at times been tempted to ask the warder in attendance to
take our watch, withdraw the books from the cell, and lock us in, and
at Lhe same time request the governor that the gong in the prisonyard might not be sounded for an hour, in order that we might personally test what that hour's silence, seclusion. and non-occupation was.
'Ve repeat that we have occasionally been tempted to make this test,
but we never had the courage to do it·.
But now, if a single hour, under such circumstances, be productive of
such an intense feeling of tediousness, diFcomfort, and dissatisfaction,
what shall we say of dnys, weeks, months, and even years, not of seclusioa
<>1' cOI&parative solitude merely, but of weakness, pTOstmtion, and, it may
be, acute pain and anguish in addition ~ Within a few hundred yar~s
(If where we are now writing, there lately passed away an officer, 10
whose body a shot lodged in battle, more than twenty years ago, the
which could never be extracted. He told our informant that he had
never since been free from pain, either night or day; and, although he
bad a pension of a thousand a year, he envied the poorest labourer who
was in the enjoyment of health.
What, however, must. be the all-sufficiency of that. grace, and what
the power of that Almighty Arm which can sustain-yea, more, can give
submission, resignation, and contentment-under such circumstances,
€nabling the affiicted one to say, "The cup that my Father hath given
me, shall I not drink it ~" Well has it been said that Job did not
repine under the loss of his posses.ions ; but, when his body was affiicted,
then, and not until·then, he began to murmur and to find fault with
what was laid upon him.
One of these intense suffering ones has just passed away, and, we
fl
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doubt· not, to her eternal rest. Her we;l.risome days and her all-butsleepless nights are now of the past, never, never to be .renewed, for
where she is, there is no night, neither suffering nor sorrow. There
they" hunger no more, nor thirst any more; neither does the sun light
on them, nor any heat; for the Lamb which is in the midst of the
throne feeds them, and leads them unto living fountains of waters, and
God wipes away all tears from their eyes." .
Were we to attempt to describe the sufferings of our friend, the late
Mrs. M. ROBINSON, it would tend perhap", and that unnecessarily, to
harrow up the feelings of the reader. We would the rather exhort
them to endp.avour to estimato their mercies by comparison with such
suftering ones as the dear friend to whom we ha.ve alluded. Health,
or a goodly measure of it, cannot be too highly prized. 'When once
invaded, none can insure a renewal of strength, or say when previous
activities may be resumed. Although, during the greater part of the
time it was our privilege to be acquainted with our departed friend, she
suffered first from great prostration, and afterwards-and that for a
long period-from intense pain, and e>pecially sickness and the entire
loss of appetite, still, in various wa.ys there was the evidence of former
energy and acuteness. 'Ve were wont to speak of her from time to
time as a person of such sound judgment and good common sense, so
free from the vagaries and pretensions of the days in which we live.
In reply to our request as to her closing days, her beloved and only
daughter writes as foJows :ApTil 8th, 1889.
My DEAR DR. DOULNEy,-I can scarcely believe it is only one week
since we laid my loved mother's body in the grave. It seems like a
month. They tried to persuade me not to go to the cemetery, but I
was determined. Surely, by God's help, I could bear tha.t, after all the
Buffering and weariness I have witnessed the last two year,;;, and particularly since last June. Many friends from dear old St. Luke's were
at the cemetery.
I cannot realize my work finished, and that I shall never see our.
loved one on earth again. I do try to always picture her in heaven
perfectly happy, and free from pain and that fearful sickness, and this
seems for a time to reconcile me to our irreparable loss.
Dear mother never "at up out of be,l for more than a few minutes,
after the day we met you at Southampton. She felt great weariness
and weakness, but never spoke of it unless we really inquired how she
was; then she would say, "vVeary, weary, weary," never expressing a
wish to recover, even when she felt all that she took was not doing
any good, but constantly would say, "All my prayers have been
answered long ago "-that was, that her lif'3 might be spared until we
were all grown up-" and I have not a fault to find. Even you have been
spared, and. left to take care of dear father."
She spoke to Mr". 0 - - in a most decided way that this was her
last sickness, a few days after she was confined to bed, saying, " What
is this poor, vile body but a mass of corruption?" Mrs. 0 - - said,
" You do not mind, it seems." "Oh, no," she replied, "for it is the
truth." Then she grew so weak, she said very little for· almost three.
weeks, but took and bore all with great patience. I frequentlY. then
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spoke of it to hpI'. She always seemed surprised I should make any
comment, for she felt it was a special gift bestowed upon her.
Not long before her death, I was standing very near her bed, when
she requested me to take a seat. I was quiet for a few minutes, when
she exclaimed, "Oh, dear!" I immediately went to her side, and
smoothed her hand, saying, "That dreadful back. It must be hard to
bear!" By way of apology, she said, "I am sorry. I was not aware
anyone was in the room; but it is not dreadful," with great emphasis.
"It is bad, certainly." I said I must try and copy dear mother's
example in this particular, for she never believed in wasting words, or
exaggeration. "No," she said, "because that would not be true. I
always think everyone has his or her trouble, and need not be burdened with others."
On Thursday morning we told her that John was coming soon. She
opened her eyes and smiled sweetly, and knew him, later in the day.
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday her face was quite illuminated, quite satisfying us of the peace within. The verse we have so
often heard you repeat from Isaiah-" Thou wilt keep him in perfect
peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee,"
seems the only one to describe her condition all through her illnessnay, I may say her life.
I cannot tell you how many out of the sixty-five letters we have
received have spoken of her calmness and thorough straightforwardness. She indeed was a pattern mother; kind, but so firm.
On Saturday, she had been sweetly smiling at each one in turn, and
I then said, "Is dear mother so happy that she can smile through
her pain 1" " Very," she said.
o.n Sunday her back was painful. She had become so fearfully
thin and weak-although just then taking a great quantity of nourish.
ment, for the sickness and cough had ceased-that in some places
the bones had come through the skin. Towards evening she was
very restless, and often I" said, ,. Darling mother will soon be in
heaven, free from all this suffering. No pain there-no night there"
-which she dreaded lately very much. She would open her eyes, smile,
and it would soothe for a time, just like nursing a weary, tired child.
On Monday, early, I again said, "Precious mother will soon be
•safe in the arms of Jesus.''' She said, "Jesus!" looking so satisfied.
I think this was the last word I heard her say, for all day and night
she was at times conscious, and Tuesday until twenty minutes past
eleven-Wednesday night quite unconscious.
I should think I shall never forget those days, to see hp,r lying quite
quiet, breathing heavily; but if my brother had not had her hand in
his, and sitting very near, we should not have known when she
breathed her last. The next few hours I cannot describe. Ever since
I feel like a machine that has got a certain amount to do, but will
be glad to get back to my work again.
I forgot to mention that, on Sunday afternoon, father and I were
sitting at the bed-side, and were much impressed with our loved one
raising her poor weak arm twice within five minutes, pointing with
her first finger to the ceiling, opening her eyes, and. smiling.
Yours very affectionately,
JANE E. ROBINSON.
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THE CHURCH PASTORAL AID SOCIETY AND THE
MAY MEETINGS.NEXT to the Bible Society, we have ever been wont to consider the
Church Past(Jral Aid as the most important of all our Societies. It has
its foreign as well as its home claims, and both the one and the other
are increasing, and that most rapidly. In regard to the former, the
Society's claims are the more urgent in COlJsequence of the multitudes
that are daily leaving our shores for foreign lands, and thus taking
w:ith tbem a good or evil report, according to their mode of life at
home. It has been a source of but too just lamentation that men of
vice have landed in foreign climes, and carried with them habits and
practices which have tended rather to degrade than improve. The
consequence has been, a prejudice against Missions, inasmuch as men
from professedly Christian England, whence the missionaries came, ha.ve
been instrumental in spreading vice, and inculcating in the poor
heathen evil tastes and practices. Upon these grounds, therefore, the
Church Pastoral Aid Society has claims, in order that their agents may
be the means of reforming those whose after lot may be in foreign
climes, and that such may carry with them both high principles and
high practices.
Again, the Church Pastoral Aid Society has the very strongest
home claims. Not only has the population of our large towns and cities
increased in the ordinary course of things, but the agricultural depression has led the former residents in country districts to resort for a
livelihood to towns and cities. Hence the increase of the population,
and the requirement in towns and cities of more spiritual aid. To
meet this requirement the Church Pastoral Aid Society needs additional support rather than otherwise. There is no overtaking the present state of things, even in this point of view, without increased
encouragement. When, however, the Romanism, the Ritualism, the
Rationalism, and the Indifferentism of the present age are taken into
account, how much is the need of the Church Pastoral Aid Society
intensified! How are aged Incumbents to meet the requirements of
their vastly increased parishes but with the assistance afforded them
by this Society 1 Hence it presents the strongest claims at this most
<:ritical crisis both of the Church and nation.
It affords us great pleasure and satisfaction to quote from one of the
speeches delivered at the recent anniversary of the Society in London.
The speaker was one in whose career we have long taken the deepest
interest, as the son of one of our oldest friends, and the first, or one
of the first two or three, of our correspondents when, in June, 1840, we
became connected, as Editor, with these pages. It seems but as yesterday we walked the picturesque grounds attached to Aylestone Vicarage,
Leicestershire, in conversation with a dear youth as to his future course.
He had then recently lost a dear and older brother, who sickened and
died in the space of a few days. Moreover, after an interval of a few
years, again we conversed, but the conversation then turned upon his
recent visit to the Holy Land. One fact he named was the very
summary escape he had had from the peremptory vengeance of certain
superstitious tribes, because he had ventured to pluck a leaf or twig
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from one of the trees to which they paid an 'idolatrous respect. Well
do we remembar the long-sainted mother turning to us, as he related
this adventure, and gratefully testifying of the PlarvelIous and merciful
escape and 'rescue her dear son had thus experienced. That son 'was
the venerable Archdeacon STRATON, Vicar of Wakefield, from whose
address, upon the occasion aforenamed, we quote the following:The first thing that strikes me [said Mr. STR.A.TON, in allusion to the
Report which had just been read] is the picture which is drawn of spiritual need and destitution. Our attention is specially, and I think not
unnaturally, directed to the Metropolis, where I find that the Society has
no less than- ninety-five agents at work, and where nearly eight hundred
thousand souls are under the pastoral care of the grantees of this Society.
Our attention is also directed, as I imagine, to the Metropolis because so
much public attention has been fixed of late upon the spiritual and moral
condition of London, and especially of the East End. It is needless for me,
sir, to stand here to-day and to describe the thrill of horror and the sense
of indignation with which the revelations connected with the Whitechapel
atrocities and with the sweating system filled the public mind. All I will
say is this, that it seems almost incredible that such a state of things
can obtain in the Metropolis of a country which for so many centuries
has enjoyed the light of Christ's religion, and which boasts itself as "the
land of the open Bible." If these apostles of civilization, to whom the
Report refers, think they can do anything to mitigate and ameliorate this
state of things, I say, in the name of reason and humanity, let them do
it. While, on the other hand, if the Society be as the Report describes it,
the willing and loyal handmaid of those who are ready to step down into
this horrible pit and miry clay, to speak in a Scriptural sense, and to
raise souls from it, and to rescue them, why, in the name of God, is she
not more largely helped?
I am sure I am not overstating the case when I say that the picture
drawn is one of the greatest national moment, It is not merely a question
for the Christian; it is a question likewise for the patriot and the stat€sman. If we considel', on the one hand, the political power which has been
put into the hands of the masses of the country, then we must see that
the picture before us closely -touches the future of England; and if, on
the other hand, we consider that the pressure of life is likely to goad these
classes into emigration, I say it touches the future of the Colonies as well.
The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and the Colonial and Continental Society, propose to themselves the very laudable object of ministering to the spiritual necessities of our colonies and other countries, and
the Church Missionary Society seeks to evangelize the heathen around
them; but who can fail to see for one moment that, if we can only adequately strengthen our Home Mission work, we can reasonably hope at
any rate that those who leave the shores of Christian England would go
forth imbued with the first principles of Christianity in such a way that
many of them would lead godly lives in other lands, and that their influence
and example would attract others into the fold of Christ?
. But while we think of the condition of the masses of the population and
of the East End of London, do not let us forget that we also have a duty
to the West End. What, if we could have them before us to-day, would
be the statistics of vice, godlessness, and Sabbath-breaking which I fear
prevail in the West End of London as well as in the East End? Never let
us forget that, though the great Apostle of the Gentiles preached the
Gospel of faith and repentance to the crowded populations of Corinth and
of Ephesus, he was also careful to preach the same Gospel to aristocratic
Athens. I do feel myself that, while I can go along with all that is said
in the Report as regards the supreme importance of carrying the Gos-pel
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to the den:se )llasses 'of oUr own Metropolis and of other large cities" in:
this country, yet, at the same .time, we should be careful to see that it is
preached to those streets, and squares, and palaces to which the Report
refers where, if vice is more gilded, it is, on the other hand, none the less
real.
The second thing that strikes me forcibly in the Report is, the unwavering and the unshaken confidence of our Committee in the remedy.which they
seek to apply. This, I do say, is exceedingly cheering, and I am SUl"e 1
shall carry the whole of the meeting with me when I say that we cordially
share it. Too often it has been my lot to be present at meetings and.
conferences where every other form of remedy was suggested. There are
those who get up and say, "What we want for the moral elevation of man
is that the stage," forsooth! "should be regenerated." All I can say is
this, that, if I am to judge of the dramatic representations of the day by
the pictures which I see on the walls of this great city and of provincial
towns, the stage needs a great deal of regeneration. I have not very much
hope in that direction.
Then another comes forward and says, "What you need is further
legislation." Far be it from me to deny that the LegislatUl"e may do a
very great deal for us with respect to checking vice; but who is there
that will rise up on this platform, or in this assembly, and say that they
ever knew of a man whose heart was changed by an Act of Parliament?
And then there are those, on the other hand, who say, "Oh, what you
need is a more enlightened philosophy." But, ladies and gentlemen, just
look at the picture. Here you have men and women struggling witb the
stream of life; its difficulties, its dangers, its trials, its temptations, and
its competition, are pressing them on every side;. and in the midst of this
state of things your enlightened philosopher appears on the bank, and
calmly and complacently folding his arms, he says, "This is the meaning
of all you see. The fittest will survive; as for the rest, they will sink."
But to that I should say, as the Bishop of Rochester said lately, "What
comfort is that, except to the fittest?" There is cold comfort in such a
philosophic view as that to waJ.·m human hearts; and the marvel to me
is that, with such miserable alternatives in view, men turn away from the
precious Saviour, who holds the waters of life in the hollow of His hand,
and who is so tender that He takes the lambs in His arms and caJ.Ties
them in His bosom.
In these circumstances, it is good to read these words on the part of
the Committee-" Your Committee feel not the slightest temptation to
abandon their message of hope and power in favour of any modern competitor." Not only aJ.·e these sentiments cheering, but they aJ.·e infectious
too. The Committee decline to discuss any other alternative, although
they welcome every handmaid to the Gospel. They recognize the healing
power of the Saviour, and produce in the Report the sentiment of the
well-known hymn" Thy touch hath still its well.1J1own power;
No word of Thine shall fruitless fall:
Hear, in our daJ.·k and dangerous hour,
And in Thy mercy heal us all."
The last thing on which I will speak is, the urgency of the appeal for
fUl"ther help. Some reference has been made to the depression of trade,
which I hope and believe is passing away-at least, in the North of
England; but it is sad to come here to-day and find a Society like this,
which Lord SHAFTESBURY called "the pioneer institution of the Chureh of
England," has a falling income. We cannot shut our eyes to the fact,
although certain explanations are made, that the income is not equal to
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that of late years, and is not adequate, considering the objects we have
in view. We are glad to learn from the Report of the efforts made by
ladies for the objects of this Society; but it is saddening to learn that
one hundred and twelve special applications to the Committee have to
wait because there are no funds to meet them. I have read' an abstract
of those special applications. One clergyman says that he has been work:
:lng single-handed for many "years among six thousand persons. Another
says that, in the Jubilee year, hopes were held out to him that help would
be forthcoming, and he says, "Tell me at once, lest I sink into the condition which the wise man described when he said that 'hope deferred
,made the heart sick.'''
"
,
,
I thought 'of the story we were told in the days of the Crimean War,
when'Lord RAGLAN ·watched the dense masses of Russians swarming up
the. Inkerman plateau, and saw it was impossible ,for' our little line of
infantry to hold out. There came an aide.de.camp .from General BosQUET, and he said, "How long can you hold.out?" Lord RAGLAN.
l'eplied, "Twenty minutes, but that only"; and help came, and the 'result
was the glorious victory that will be famous in' the annals of 'British
warfare.'
' . ,
'A great deal depends on this meeting to-day. If there came from, you
an appeal to our countrymen for help, I .hardly think that such 'an appeal
could be neglected. Let us say to-day. that that help' must be foi'thcom-.
ing, and let us avail ourselves fully,of, the means held out to us for giving
further assistance to a Society with such objeCts as these. Who, can s·ay.
~hat joy it will bring to many and many a heart? I have worked singlehanded in a parish for nine years, and I know what it is to have such' aid'
as this Society helped me:to obtain. I would say to any lay gentleman,
.. Your arithmetic is sadly at fault if you' think that two clergymen work·
ing together can only accomplish double what one can do working singly."
There is all 'the help and comfort which one man has for another; and
therefore. I think the Great Ma,ster, when He sen ou' the seventy, was
<lareful to send ·them out two by two, We know well the lines on which
this gl.=eat. and" good Society works.' It takes its stand on its apostolic.
vjews, of the. Clillstian l:eligion, to. which God, in His mercy, brought th,is
<lountry'back thiee hundi'ed .years ago. The Church. Pastoral AidS()ciety,
is ,:'lpyal to the ~ gl.·eat R~formation settlement, loyal to' the Church. of
England 'in 'everything; loyal to'the parochial'system,'loyal to, our formu.,
larie~. and, to the principles that. underlie them. There' are those.who look
on'this view of things as narrowness.. All I can say isLI cannot follow.
them. But I am not surprised. I1'ead in the grand old Book ojthose
who~'in "days gone by, calZed sweet bitter,' and bitter sweet, and I am, not. SUI'p1'ised that. there are' those in the nineteenth ceni1try who caZl nmTOVyneSs
breadth, and ,b1:eadth nan·owness. . But search and see what are the .prineiples of. thi.s Sflciety. The Society is ,broad in the view, she takes of the
alds that may be employed-in the extension 'of the Redeemer's '.kingdom.
She employs not only clerical, but lay agents as well. You will say ~that'
most other Societies ,do that. Y.es,they.do; but the Chill'ch Pastoral Aid
Society did., it' tbiee-and-fiity years ago, when thel:e was a gl.·eat ,split
among Churchmen be~auseBhe di.d it,:and another Society was set up in
its place. ., The Church. Pastoral Aid Society is broad, too, in the view it
takes :, of the', i'elation 'bet~een the' Cliurch' and the people. NoGACE'S
<latechism will'do' for this Society, . And .the Society is broad, too,.in the
vie~ : whiCli 'it i takes ~6f :the appl'oach of the penitent' to oID' Heaveii,ly.
Father.N0 otliei' 'is to' interfere between' them than the Man. Clirist
j esus::" , C' ,
, With these thoughts I ask you to adopt the Report, and to pi'ay God
that we' m'ay
all stiri:e'd :to do'more for' a Society that must beneiu: to .
the heart' 6£ the 'Gl;eat"Shephei'u of the Church. .
{: ..
-... -... -.
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